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PREFACE

T has come to be recognized in this age of meetings, that
I use can be made of the lunch hour for other good than the
physical. Indeed it is a good time for meetings, for the
busiest of men must eat, and most men like a sociable meal.
In this friendly atmosphere the members of the Canadian Club
have listened, with the ready sympathy that comes after even
an indifferent lunch taken in good company, to a succession of
speakers of the most wide and varied interest. Now in its
seventh session, the Club has decided to issue in book form the
speeches of its guests.

It is interesting to recall here the early history of the Club.
The first of the Canadian Clubs was founded at Hamilton
in 1893. The Toronto Club, founded shortly afterwards,
introduced the present custom of meeting at luncheon.

The Canadian National League, begun in Montreal just
before the Hamilton Club, was of about the same nature but
does not appear to have directly influenced the present organiza-
tion. A small Canadian Club, however, which met during the
winter of 1904 at the Y.M.C.A., under the Presidency of its
founder, Mr. E. Edwin Howard, was one of the elements in the
development of the larger Montreal Society.

On Monday, the 16th of October, 1905, Messrs. John A.
Gunn and W. H. D. Miller, both former members of the Toronto
Club, called a meeting at Freeman’s Restaurant, consisting of
themselves and George Lyman, Andrew McMaster and E. H.
Cooper, to discuss the advisability of establishing a Canadian
Club in Montreal on the lines of that in Toronto. Its forma-
tion was then and there decided upon and Mr. Lyman was
made Secretary pro tem. In consequence, the same gentlemen,
with Messrs. E. Edwin Howard, Pierre Beullac, H. C. Monk,
and A. Huntly Duff, Mr. Cooper only being absent, met on
Thursday, October 1g9th, 1909, at Freeman’s and founded
“The Canadian Club of Montreal.”
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The first officers were:—President, A. R. McMaster; Vice-
Presidents, Pierre Beullac and W. H. D. Miller; Treasurer,
John A. Gunn; Secretary, George Lyman; Literary Correspond-
ent, A. Huntly Duff. Executive Committee:—The officers
and Messrs. E. E. Howard, H. C. Monk, E. H. Cooper and
H. Baby.

The first meeting was held on Monday, October j3oth, at
the St. Lawrence Hall, at which 110 men were present and en-
rolled themselves as members of the Club. Mr. Jerome K.
Jerome, the English author and humorist, was the guest of the
Club on this occasion.

The Club has increased greatly since then; and the con-
viction has grown, not here only but throughout the Dominion,
that such meetings offer valuable opportunity for the formation
of public opinion. The speakers vary as greatly in matter as
in manner, but they all have one thing in common, namely, a
belief that they have something of importance to say to an
audience that is worth addressing.

With the exception of some distinguished foreigner, the guests
of the Club usually take for their theme some aspect of national
or Imperial welfare. They differ in their definition of the Im-
perial connection and the national aspiration; but this is right
enough, for the future of a free and growing country is not to
be bound by the formula of any politician. It is worked out
through diversity of opinion by unity of spirit. And both
these are clearly expressed in the following pages.

J. A. DALE,
Literary Correspondent.
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[ November 1st, 1911 ]

WINTER NAVIGATION IN
THE ST. LAWRENCE

By HOWARD T. BARNES, F.R.S.

Professor of Physics in McGill University

OWHERE can we find a more interesting example of
N the delicate poising of the forces of Nature than on

the St. Lawrence. Here is a great body of water trying
all winter to keep its surface clear, and trying to resist the action
of the dead water. The ice begins to form about the middle
of this month in inlets and bays and in the lee of islands, with
small formations of surface ice gradually extending and
occasionally cut down by the sun or wind. But by the
beginning of December the permanent ice sets in in the still
waters, and with such a season as we had last winter the ice
will remain until spring.

The method of freezing is quite simple. The river itself,
flowing swiftly in the main channel, carries the ice from far
down to tide water and the sea, and if it were not for the
many narrow places in the river probably the whole river would
never freeze. But there are wide spaces such as Lakes St.
Peter, St. Francis and St. Louis, where the ice accumulates
in bays and inlets and is blown out by the winds in great
sheets, which are carried down by the current, and often
jammed in the narrow parts where the current is swiftest. The
formation of these jams makes the first ice bridge, the basis
on which the ice is formed back against the current.

At Lake St. Peter and Lake St. Francis the ice often catches
in the narrow waters, and the ice goes back over the lake to
Sorel, through the islands and up to Montreal, this process
taking about three weeks in an average winter. At Lake
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Winter Navigation in the St. Lawrence

St. Louis the conditions are different because the current is
very swift at the lower end. The ice moves out at the lower
end and sweeps in a great circle up to Cornwall, and is held by
Ile Perrot. In Lake St. Francis there is first the ice from
Valleyfield Bay, then the ice from the inshore shallows until
half the lower end has taken, and then the whole lake is soon
frozen.

However there are many open spots in the river where surface
ice never forms, and in these we have a different kind of ice
produced. There are several conspicuous open places, the
Lachine Rapids and the space above them to the island, the
Cascade Rapids extending up to the foot of Lake St. Francis
and then from Cornwall to Prescott, 40 miles of main channel
which is always open.

In these portions there is produced frazzle ice in immense
quantities, a fine light ice, the result of water being agitated
and mixed with air. These fine crystals may seem of little
account, but wherever water containing them runs under the
surface ice such as at Laprairie Basin, Lake St. Louis, and at
Cornwall from the Long Sault Rapids, these crystals accumulate
and become attached to the under side of the surface ice, and
build immense hanging dams which are impervious to the flow
of the river and hold it back, the outward manifestation being
a rise in the water level. At all such points there is a great
fluctuation in the water level which often produces considerable
shore flooding, and is in fact the only way in which the St.
Lawrence ever causes any anxiety from floods. The St. Lawrence
is wonderfully uniform in its flow, and it is only in winter and
spring when ice jams form that it ever floods its banks.

There is another form of ice which is called anchor ice,
being anchored to the bottom; and wherever the surface is
unprotected by ice the anchor ice grows on the bottom, just
as the weeds do in summer, sometimes attaining several feet
in thickness, growing luxuriantly during the night and dying
during the day when the sun strikes it. Then this anchor
ice rises under the influence of the sun and is carried down
with the frazil ice until it strikes a jam and ‘helps to block
the current. At times ice islands are formed from anchor ice
which spreads out and forms a pseudo layer of surface ice.

10



Winter Navigation in the St. Lawrence

The character of the ice below Montreal is very uniform.
As soon as winter sets in you find an almost complete ice covering.
There are air holes and places in swift currents where the river
does not freeze, but they are of minor importance. Through
Lake St. Peter the ice varies in thickness. Then down at Cap
Rouge we have the ice bridge formed; that is, until the past
two years, when the government has worked to keep this bridge
from forming.

The character of the ice above Montreal is quite different.
Lake St. Louis and Lake St. Francis have the greater proportion
of the total surface—218 square miles, between Ile Perrot and
Prescott and 68 square miles in Lake St. Louis, while the
portion outside the lakes is very small in area.

The character of the floods on the St. Lawrence is well
known to many of us, occasioned by damming of the water
channel by ice. As early as 1885 the Montreal Flood Commis-
sion was appointed—and I am glad to see an honored member
of that Commission, Mr. John Kennedy, here to-day. This
Flood Commission reported that the only solution for the
flood difficulty was to keep an open channel so as to pass the
ice out as quickly as possible to the sea, where it disappears.
But it was not until three years ago that any serious effort was
made to do this by the use of ice breakers. The Flood Com-
mission recommended ice breakers and quoted the example
of our American neighbors, where in many places they were
used with success. Three years ago a start was made, after
much opposition, which resulted in the Monzcalm being prevented
from going to work until the ice bridge at Cap Rouge had taken.
This is the narrow passage above Quebec, and is the keystone
of the whole position, the bridge there holding the ice back
clear up to Montreal. Many times in the spring when the
ice above had shoved and was ready to pass out, this ice bridge
at Cap Rouge had held it back and so stopped navigation.
So the government considered that if they could keep this part
open they would get the channel open earlier. After the ice
at Cap Rouge had formed, the Montcalm started to cut away
the bridge, but it was too late, and the bridge grew faster than
they could cut it away; and it was not until April that they
had cut a channel up to Lake St. Peter.
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Winter Navigation in the St. Lawrence

Two years ago the Marine Department put two boats on
the work at Quebec, the Lady Grey and the Montcalm, and
they were started early enough to get to work as soon as there
was the first sign of an ice bridge. The story of their work is
very interesting and we find that at no time was there any
difficulty in keeping the ice out of that gorge. The bridge there
sometimes forms 8o feet thick, yet those two boats, by working
once.a day for an afternoon or morning sail, were sufficient
to keep the ice out altogether. The effect of that upon the
water was to allow the tides full sway on the upper parts of
the river, as was years before anticipated by the engineers of
the Flood Commission. The effect of preventing the formation
of the Cap Rouge ice bridge was sufficient to keep the channel
clear right up to Three Rivers. That was a great step in
advance, and at no time were the ice breakers severely taxed.

Last winter, the severest we have had for a long time, the
two boats were at Quebec, as before, trying to keep the Cap
Rouge channel open, and they had no difficulty whatever.
But at one time during the winter it was telegraphed that at
Portneuf, higher up, an ice bridge had formed, due to some
tidal changes, and that the bridge had taken across. It was
just a little surface formation, and if the boat could have gone
‘up at once and steamed through that ice bridge and back, which
would have taken only part of a day, it would have been cleared
away without trouble. But on account of some difficulty in
getting the boats back, a week elapsed before the boats arrived,
and when they got there the ice was 25 feet thick and had run
up the river 20 miles. So instead of an easy day’s trip they
had this tremendous barrier which had grown up in a week.
That is a splendid example of what preventive measures mean.
Merely keep the surface clear as the ice forms and the current
will carry the blocks away and we shall have no more trouble.
But there are many parts of the river where no work is done
in winter.

I believe it is the duty of our government to further this
work and to push enterprise in this direction. Even if they
are not quite convinced that it is possible to keep a clear channel
between Quebec and Montreal they should at least experiment.
They are doing a good deal as it is, and if the weight of public
opinion were strong enough I think they would do more. And
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Winter Navigation in the St. Lawrence

I feel that we should make every effort to see what the possi-
bilities are. I believe in pushing every work to its utmost
extremity. The result might be a failure, but the prospects
at present are very bright. The more we study this question
of ice breaking and the struggle of the river to free itself from
ice, and other physical facts tending to prevent ice formation,
the more one is drawn to the conclusion that every little effort
made to assist the river will be rewarded a hundredfold. If
for no other purpose than the prevention of floods it is worth
while having an open channel between Montreal and Quebec.
And I am sure Mr. Cowie will endorse me when I say that the.
benefit derived from keeping an open channel between Quebec
and Montreal in securing an earlier opening of navigation for
Montreal will be very great.

Then there is another aspect which perhaps you have not
considered. That is that the ice bridge below St. Mary’s
Current, where the frazzle becomes very thick, holds a great deal
of Montreal’s sewage up all winter. Montreal is discharging
enormous amounts of sewage into the river. It ought to provide
for it some other way in order to preserve the river from pol-
lution. But as it is not doing that we shall not be very glad to
think that just below us every winter nearly all of this sewage
is held up by the ice.

Then as to navigation, perhaps many of my shipping friends
will not agree with me. But the more I study this matter the
more I am led to believe that an expenditure on the channel
much less than that proposed for the construction of the Geor-
gian Bay Canal and the Hudson Bay route, spent on securing
ice breakers of the powerful Russian Yermak type, would keep
our river open the whole winter. And I have not arrived at
that conclusion from a merely theoretical basis. For many
years I have been down on the river studying its conditions.
I have spent many weeks every winter measuring the tempera-
ture of the water and examining the way the ice goes—it is a-
recreation to me to get down there and feel that I am at the
same time accomplishing some good.

Our scientific study of the river during the past 3 years has
put the whole matter in a new light, and I have revised many
of my ideas regarding ice production. One of these is the
immense influence of the sun. It exercises an enormous in-
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Winter Navigation in the St. Lawrence

fluence even on the coldest days of winter. When the sun is
shining the water is never at freezing point, and the effect of
the sun is such as to disintegrate the ice early in the season.
In early February the surface ice begins to grow less, and after
that the ice production begins to grow less all through the
river and the surface ice becomes thinner.

I might speak of many things on the upper part of the
river, such as the effects of damming the river, but these are
controversial points, and perhaps had better be left alone.
One thing I would like to do, and that is to point out to you
the immense value of the ice on Lake St. Francis. There we
have 91 square miles of the most beautiful ice, 24 inches thick
of pure hard frozen water, a practically unbroken surface of
ice. Take this and calculate its commercial value at present
rates. You will find it is worth about $500,000,000. There
is enough ice there alone to give every man, woman and child
in Montreal, with a population of 600,000, a hundred pieces of
ice a day during the four summer months. Yet why is it that
last summer there was a shortage of ice and we had to import
it? That is a disgrace to this city. We need cheaper ice in
this city, and we have it right at our doors. What city in the
world has such a splendid supply as we have, and why is it not
harvested in sufficient quantities? Why does not the city
take the matter up and see that the poor have cheaper ice?
It is easy for the wealthy. But those of you who stay in the
city for the summer, particularly this last one, know the suffer-
ing there is whenever the thermometer gets up towards the
100 degree mark with no wind and no way out, day after day.
The one thing that brings relief to this suffering is ice, in great
quantities. And so as I close my talk I want to make one plea
for the establishment of a Commission to see that there shall
be no shortage of ice for Montreal another season.

Prof. Barnes closed his address with a very interesting
exhibition of slides showing the work of ice breakers in Canada
and other countries.

14



[ November 13th, 1911 ]

ONE OF MONTREAL’S
GREATEST ASSETS

By REV. JAMES BARCLAY, D.D., LL.D.

MORE correct title for my remarks would be, “An appeal

for one of Montreal’s greatest assets, McGill University.”

Of all the many magnificent institutions this city posses-
ses, I do not know of any more deserving of honor and support.
Montreal has good reason to be proud of McGill. Long before
I came here or knew anything about Montreal I knew about
McGill, and knew that that college had made its name and
fame throughout the Old Country and Europe, especially in
her medical school. We may be proud of its beginning, of the
men who founded it and the men who maintained it and
advanced it. And we may justly be proud of the principals
who have presided over it, of Sir William Dawson, whose
valuable services to the educational welfare of this city your
school commissioners have tried to recognize by giving its best
elementary school his name. We may be proud of Principal
Peterson, whose worth I do not think has yet been properly
appreciated in Montreal. We have in Principal Peterson a
man of remarkable business ability, of singular administrative
capacity and a wonderful mastery of details, while at the same
time a man of rare scholarship—I will venture to say the finest
classical scholar on the continent of America: and we all know
that his scholarship is by no means confined to the classics.
We may be proud of the professors who have filled and adorned
its chairs, of its long roll of successful students who have brought
credit to themselves and glory to their Alma Mater: who have
gone from its class rooms to gain high distinction in other uni-
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One of Montreal’s Greatest Assets

versities, and occupy important positions in every quarter of
the world and every department of its life.

Montreal, I think, has hitherto somewhat failed to realize
what an important, indeed essential factor the University is
in its own life. Montreal has failed to see how closely and
indissolubly the interests of the University and the city are
bound together. No country to-day can make great strides in
progress or prosperity that starves its education. The foremost
nations of the world to-day are those which have taken the
greatest interest and given the greatest support and encourage-
ment to their schools and colleges.

For a time the idea was prevalent, and I believe it is still
entertained in some minds, that most of the education given
in a university was useless and waste—that the natural educa-
tion of value was that leading to immediate, practical, material
results. I can only say, let us here be profoundly thankful
that this base conception never succeeded in mastering the
minds of our forefathers, or what an infinitely inferior world
we should inherit to-day. Of course “practical”’ education is
valuable and in the past perhaps it has not had a sufficient
amount of time and interest attached to it. But to my mind of
far greater value is that education which enlarges the mind,
refines the taste, deepens and widens the sympathies, awakens
the thirst for knowledge, kindles the imagination to lofty ideals
and stirs the heart to generous feelings. Montreal can profit-
ably take a lot of that kind of education—and McGill can
supply it.

More closely than many have perhaps thought the university
touches our life. In every phase of life, at every point. It
enters into every field of thought and action to which the
human mind or hand can address themselves. The university
is the guide of the people in all fields of literature, art and
science, and science both practical as well as theoretical. The
very last thing a university stands for is exclusiveness. The
university should be and is by its very name an institution of
general service, not only within the scholastic walls but out
in the business world. As Jefferson said, the function of a
university is to form the statesmen and legislators, the judges
upon whom public property and individual happiness so much
depend, to harmonize and promote the interests of agriculture
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One of Montreal’s Greatest Assets

and manufacture and commerce, and by well informed views
on political economy to give free scope to the public interest.

Not only the leaders in all our professions,—that is not only
natural but inevitable,—but the ablest statesmen, the most
illustrious diplomatists, the most brilliant speakers, the greatest
discoverers and inventors, and not only these but the pioneers
of industry and the princes of commerce, have issued from
our universities and risen to their positions of eminence largely
because of their training there.

“The university is the prophetic interpreter of the people,”
said a President of Harvard, ‘ the prophet of its past and
present and future in all its possibilities.”

As with every institution, so with the university, there are
two outstanding features, its work and its wants. And the
university like every other institution—even a church—can
only be successfully conducted upon a proper business basis.
And it must have sufficient funds at its disposal for a needed
and wise expenditure.

I need scarcely tell you that far more money is needed for
McGill to-day, not only because it is so much larger; and I
would like you to remember that there are permanent needs
which are a result not of its failure but the result of its splendid
success and growth. The teaching demanded to-day involves
greatly increased equipment and expenditure. There was a
time when professors and benches in a class room for the
students were all that was necessary. But think of the depart-
ment of physical science to-day with its laboratories and
libraries, its expensive machinery and equipment. Yet no
sane man—and I always look upon Montreal manufacturers
and merchants as sane—would dream of the abolition or
curtailment of this department. Well, gentlemen, you must
take the thing up, and combine to maintain these things if
you feel you need them. They are essential to the education
of any city of ambition to take a front place, and by that I
mean a front place not alone in learning and research, but a
front place in industrial, mechanical and commercial enterprises.
And what is true of the expenditure in the science department
is true of all the others. New subjects are demanded; new
chairs required; ample accommodation and increased facilities
are essential. New languages must be taught, new subjects
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One of Montreal’s Greatest Assets

introduced and the old ones subdivided. And this means that
the staff must be greatly enlarged, and with every new depart-
ment and every increase in accommodation and every additional
equipment, the need for financial support grows.

There has been something like a revolution in recent years
in university wok which demands a much larger expenditure
of money. There has been a change in the professorships, in
the chairs and the men who occupy them. They are no longer
simple recluses who live a lonely ascetic life with few material
wants—and a happy change it is both for the professors and
the community. It does not mean that they are less intellectual
or efficient, but that they are more human and more practical,
that they live more in the actual world and move more amongst
their fellow men, and the benefit is mutual. But this means
that the miserable pittance which was formerly barely sufficient
for the scholastic recluse is utterly inadequate now. I know
there are people who cannot see what a professor can want
with money, or why he should need a house. There are people
who would relegate them to the original simplicity of the hermit
life, the moss his bed, the ground his cell, his food the fruit,
his drink the crystal well. But the professor to-day must live
like other men and mingle in public life and take an active
interest in it, and the more our McGill professors do this the
better both for them and the city. But all this means
augmented salaries. I know, you know, most of our professors
are not covetous men, they have not the remotest dream of
luxury, and most of them would be contented with a salary
half that paid to the average baseball player. They never
dream of such salaries as are paid the bank or insurance
or railway manager, but they do wish, and who of us do not wish
for them, that they should be able to do the hard and responsible
work of teaching and pursuing the absolutely essential work
of research without being harassed by carking care and anxiety
as to how to find the necessities of life. The one condition for
highest intellectual effort is repose of mind. No argument is
needed for me to-day, the facts speak for themselves. Every
department at McGill needs more money than was formerly
required for the whole University. New chairs, new depart-
ments must be added. And to this there is the cost of adminis-
tration, the cost of caretaking, of maintenance and repairs.
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One of Montreal's Greatest Assets

Then there is outside work which every university worthy of
a name must do, work of immense benefit to the community.
The students demand it. Mere class room work and lectures are
no longer sufficient for the student life. Many things are needed.
We have a Union and other things, but many other things we
must have—a convocation hall, a gymnasium, places of resi-
dence.

McGill has been fortunate in finding noble friends who
have given noble contributions. We know the palatial buildings
and princely equipment. But you must remember that all
or most of them have been given for special purposes, and the
addition of each has served still more to emphasize the general
poverty of the University, has made the ordinary income still
more inadequate. And when the governing body would fain
make a much needed improvement, a greatly needed addition
to the efficiency of the staff, or increases in salary, they have been
face to face with worse than an empty exchequer—a continually
growing deficit.

We are profoundly thankful to those princely benefactors
who have made McGill to-day what she is and enabled her
to do what she has done. Their beneficence will bear golden
fruit long after they have passed away. But the position of
McGill to-day is little short of a reproach to the city of Montreal.
There is no institution of the city in which you have more
reason to take a just pride, and yet what have vou done for it?
You have shown your pride by allowing it to struggle year
after year under sore financial strain and stress, by allowing
able men whose names were a tower of strength and whose
services were invaluable, to go elsewhere. When I think of
Callender, Richardson and Rutherford and others who might
be the pride of any university and city, lost because you would
not keep them, my heart is sore.

I appeal to the merchants and manufacturers and profes-
sional men of Montreal, not only to the magnates of commerce,
but to all. The more widespread the sympathy and support
given it the stronger will McGill be. Every man in the com-
munity has his part to play and his burden to bear. Ruskin
assigns to each of us his separate function in the State—the
soldier to defend his country, the lawyer to secure justice, the
doctor to heal, the pastor to teach, and it is the function of the
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One of Montreal's Greatest Assets

merchant to provide. And just as the main motive of the soldier
is not his pay, just as the main motive of the lawyer or doctor
is not his fee, and as the main motive of the true pastor is not
his stipend, the main motive of the true manufacturer is not
what he can gain for himself, but what he can provide for his
city and his country.

You can if you choose make all the provision necessary
for the success and maintenance of your University, and you
can make no wiser investment—it will repay you even com-
mercially. “The university,”” Harper says, “from some
points of view is a charitable institution, and does not hesitate
to accept from every source gifts large or small to prosecute
work for the public benefit which declares no dividends ”—
and there I differ from him. It does not declare dividends as
you know them on the stock exchange. But it pays better
and higher dividends, it is declaring splendid dividends—McGill
has given back with rich interest everything it has received.
I have no fear in saying that Montreal and Canada has no
more valuable investment to-day than McGill University.
I was told only yesterday, and by a Trinity man too, who was
just back from a tour round the world, that everywhere he went
he found McGill students occupying positions of importance
and trust—McGill is beginning almost to rival Scotland in
filling the big places of the world.

I have frequently compared and contrasted the two uni-
versities I know best—the one in the Old Land where I had
my student career and graduated, and the one in the New Land,
which has honored me by placing my name on its roll. There
are points of resemblance. One is in the commercial metropolis
of Scotland, the other in the metropolis of Canada. There is
another feature in which they resemble each other closely: they
both need money. And in both cases it is their growth and
success which has caused their need for money. They have
both been fortunate in finding princely benefactors and been
meagerly supplied with general endowment funds. So far they
resemble each other, but in other ways they differ. Glasgow
gets considerable help from the government, McGill unfor-
tunately gets little. Glasgow has the city behind it. McGill
so far has not had the city behind it. The merchants and
manufacturers of Glasgow have taken a warm interest and
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keen pride in their university and shown themselves generous
friends. Their motto is ‘ Let Glasgow flourish” and their
prayer has been most abundantly answered, and the citizens
have always acknowledged that by no means the least important
factor in their prosperity is their university. They have seen
and felt its influence, not only in literature and professional
life, but in the vast industries and great enterprises of their
city. They realize that in promoting the efficiency of their
university they have done the very best possible thing they
could do to promote the progress and prosperity of their city,

Glasgow has still a grateful memory of an instance in its
early history of the steam engine. When James Watt came
back to Glasgow from London in 1775 he was refused permission
to set up in business in the Borough because he was neither a
burgess nor an apprentice, nor the son of a burgess or an appren-
tice. But the university authorities, with a far wider outlook,
at once appointed him mathematical instrument maker to the
university and gave him a room in the college building for his
workshops, and it was there, the favorite resort of Adam Smith,
that Watt evolved the idea of a separate condenser. Again
and again it has been from the lips of professors and at the
hands of universities that the practical man for the first time
learnt the true meaning of his business and its latent possibilities.
Glasgow never reaped richer interest from any investment than
“The Wealth of Nations” and the steam engine, and both
came from her university.

Hitherto Montreal has done almost nothing for McGill.
I am not speaking of those great gifts of a few generous citizens
to whom this city can never be sufficiently grateful. Yet since
I came to Canada, McGill has been doing splendid things for
Montreal both directly and indirectly. There is scarcely a
problem in -the city’s development but you go to McGill for
its solution. Whether it is beautifying the city, or problems
of navigation, it is to McGill you turn.

And McGill has been doing something else. Not satisfied
with training for citizenship in the higher walks of life through
lectures and class rooms, it has been sending members of its
staff and of its student classes into the slums to try and train
the poorest and most ignorant of the people for better citizen-
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ship—the University Settlement is doing magnificent work for
Montreal.

I have not time to enumerate all the needs of McGill, but
will say every one of its needs is deserving of a plea in my
appeal. Educationally, we have great reason to be proud of
McGill. Gentlemen, it lies with you to make us educationally
proud of Montreal. I make this appeal in the confident hope
and without the shadow of a fear that it will meet with a generous
and worthy response. Should it fail, Montreal will cease to
be to me what it has always been, a city whose generosity I
have had abundant cause to believe in, and of which I have
had very good occasion to boast.
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[ November 17th, 1911 ]

INDIAN LEGISLATION

By SIR ANDREW FRASER

Late Lieutenant-Governor of the Province of Bengal

have been formed in my own life of thirty-seven years

of service for the Crown in that country. I do not propose
to give any statistics or such information as you may get from
blue-books, but rather to endeavor to convey to your minds
a general impression about the life in India and the way India
is administered. 1 suppose it is true of India as it is of no
other country that the life of certain officers brings them into
touch with every phase of life among the people of the country.
There are certain branches of the service in India which are so
closely in contact with the people that the officers see the life
of the people in every particular. The impression which one gets
after a long service in India is different from the impressions
with which he enters upon that service, and perhaps different
from the impressions of the man who only sees a little of India
for a few days.

There is one thing which I should like to say very clearly
about India first of all, a thing which is often said, but which
it is very difficult fully to realize; that is, that India is not @
country but many countries. The people of India are not
one people but many peoples; there is no Indian nation, but there
are many races inhabiting the different parts of India. When
I tell you that India is as large as Europe without Russia, I
do not make any great impression on the Canadian mind, for
the size of Canada does not make that seem very great; but
when I tell you that the population of India is as great as the
population of Europe without Russia—over 300 millions—I
may create a somewhat different impression.
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Among these multitudinous masses of people there are many
races which differ from each other just as emphatically and
fully as the races of Europe. When we take the Northern
races of India and contrast them with the races of the South,
we find we are contrasting people that differ as much between
themselves at least as the Germans do from the Latin races in
Europe. If we take the people of Baluchistan and compare
them with any of the races in the interior, we have people
differing from each other as much perhaps as the Turks do
even from ourselves. We have also differences in religion, in
history, in tradition, in education, and in everything that makes
difference of race and separates the nations of Europe. Per-
haps you say, “ We have that in Canada.” Well you have to
a certain extent, but there is one thing you have not got; that
is, the power that separates these things forever until that
power is taken away—that is the power of caste. Caste has
interfered to make these distinctions permanent, to strengthen
and stereotype them forever. Until caste goes, there can be
no real movement towards having an Indian nation, and there
will be no Indian nation until long after caste has gone, and
caste has not gone yet.

Now how is it, that with this great multitude, with its differ-
ences of race and creed and the caste which perpetuates these,
India is administered by a small body of British officers? The
administration is divided up into many departments, such as
forestry, export, public works, education, etc., in most of which
it is found that official efforts were as footprints soon removed
by the tide of race prejudice; but the department of public
works with its bridges, railways and canals has made some
permanent mark on India and made a step forward in civiliza-
tion. The police department (so often referred to in the House
of Commons in England by those who constitute themselves
the spokesmen and representatives of India), is another depart-
ment that does much useful work. It might have interested
some of these critics (save that it would disappoint them by
depriving them of capital), if they could have seen the office
of one of its chief officers at the time it was proposed to close
a police station. They would have found his table deluged
with petitions from all ranks and classes of the Indian people
against the closing, on the ground that the station was necessary
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for the maintenance of peace. The people value the police
system, and such defects as exist arise from the fact that Indians
of lower rank have to be dealt with. In one case where certain
allegations about maladministration were made, I had to examine
certain documents which referred to 22 failures of justice over
which well-known lawyers in England had petitioned the Secre-
tary of State. That seemed a formidable indictment, but on
examination I found that they covered 17 years—a fact which
was not mentioned in the document. Then although these 22
cases were spread over 17 years, every one had been put right
by the Court of Appeal.

Then we have the Indian Army, which will stand along with
any part of the British Army in any part of the world. It is
an army that has been trusted in the past, and has performed
such deeds that we trust it for all time to come. I believe the
Indian Army will follow its British officers anywhere, at any
time, and will never disgrace the British flag.

I belonged to the Indian Civil Service, which is divided
into political, financial and judicial branches. Although legally
qualified, I did not enter the judicial branch. Now I do not
consider the law courts the best place in which to study the
native character. I am a Scotchman and as such have a great
regard for the national character; but I should not like the
Scotch to be judged by a foreigner who had gone through the
police court and taken his sample there. No man who simply
sees the people of India in the law courts could have an adequate
conception of their character. I suppose you have heard many
men say that the Indians are liars and only liars. But I would
advise you to inquire whether the men who say this have only
been in the law courts. The natives are liars in the courts, and
why? Simply because they believe that all things are fair in
love and war, and they believe the worst form of warfare is
litigation. So they argue that he would only be an ass who
was not a liar in court. I believe it would be a safe principle
to lay down that when you go to take your place on the
bench in court, in 999 cases out of 1,000 you will get a small
percentage of falsehood in any witness; but I believe when you
go down to the village to make an inquiry on the spot and you
have all the people of the village gathered there, in 999 cases
out of 1,000 you would not have the smallest amount of false-
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hood in any statement. I believe in the absolute truthfulness
of the native in his own village, and I have lived five or six
months out of almost every year in the homes of the people and
therefore am not talking at random. It is because the Indian
village is nothing more or less than a family, and a lie would
no more be tolerated in the Indian village than you would tolerate
it in your own family.

The administration is divided up into numerous departments
over which the district magistrate exercises surveillance, in
addition to his own specific duties of land revenue officer. In
this land system it is the aim of the government to devise some-
thing that would be for the benefit of the people, and so bene-
ficially has the system worked that when Egypt had to be
administered, Indian officers were sent to explain the system,
and the same thing happened in Ireland. What did that mean?
It meant that India got men among the very best in the Empire,
not because of their own qualities, but owing to the training and
discipline that they underwent, whereby they were bound to
become acquainted with the people. That training included a
thorough study of native languages, both literary and in dialect,
and the magistrate had to go on camping tours by which he
thoroughly entered all the minutiae of village life. By this
intercourse with the villagers difficulties were settled which
otherwise would have had to go to court; crops and agricul-
tural problems were examined, and every matter pertaining to
the inner life of the people was attended to. ‘The population of
India is divided among the villages. India is an agricultural
country, and the little village or hamlet is the great world of
India. I have come to the time of life when I accept the Oriental
view that wisdom, experience and common sense are what
makes a man useful in the government of other men. The
Indian has accepted that and there is a council of elders in the
village chosen by the villagers, who are responsible for the good
conduct of the village. What the people ask is that you will
only let them alone to live the quiet old life. That is impossible,
but I do not think the awakening should be too rude. They
should be allowed to grow gradually into contact with the world
and so get accustomed to it, and not plunged into it to their
own ruin.
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The unchanging character of the country was brought
strongly before me on a visit to a Brahmin college where I saw
the old customs and ceremonies that had been in vogue 3,000
years. It was, by the way, at this college I was invested with
a degree which signified “ Ocean of Logic and Truth”! I
would like the outside world to know and understand these
people of India. I greatly rejoice over the visit which our
King is paying to India, and I think it is a great thing for the
King to go. I do not believe there is any greater danger sur-
rounding the Throne there than in any other part of the Empire.
If any single man chooses to give his life deliberately in order to
take the life of another, he may do so, and there are men who
have given their lives there just as in other parts of the Empire,
but in India anarchy and sedition are very narrowly limited;
the vast mass of the people are loyal in their adhesion to the
Crown. The going of the King emphasizes that which we have
always felt to be our duty, namely, never to let fear of anarchy
or sedition prevent us getting into touch with the people; and I
am sure that the hearts of the British officers in India will be
stayed and stirred by the fact that the King comes to visit them,
and that the effect on the officers and people will be to perpetuate
the rule in India of the British government, with those principles
of righteousness; equality, sympathy and brotherliness which
have characterized it in the past.
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[ Monday, November 2oth, 1911 ]

THE EAST AND THE WEST

By J. A. M. AIKINS, K.C.

(M.P. for Brandon)

ESTEEM it an honor to be called upon to address the

Montreal Canadian Club in this city which is destined

to remain the commercial metropolis of the Dominion,
and whose great destiny is yet far from its zenith, and at that
zenith is a bright star which tells all searchers for information
that here is a spot where knowledge may be had and truth
attained, and that spot is McGill University. My Alma Mater
is Toronto and I am proud of her, but she has a great rival.
The former is largely state aided, but the latter, McGill, was
founded and expanded by the generosity and wisdom of the
citizens of Montreal. And what they have done for her in
the past, they can do again in the future. They have con-
tributed millions, and all that is necessary is to ask them to
contribute more millions, and create a temple of learning and
culture which shall show Canadians and the people of the
world, that while Montreal men are successful in business they
are also wisely generous in the distribution of their money for
the benefit of the people.

I am glad to be in this old Province of Quebec, because it
was the pioneers of Quebec who made Canada and our great
Confederation a possibility. It was on the soil of this Province
that the blood of English and French was shed which nurtured
the tree which has since borne fruit in unity and confederation;
and I have no fear whatever of disruption or disunion amongst
the eastern provinces, because they have found from history
that, although there was separation prior to the Quebec Act
of 1840, it was profitable for them to join. Since then they
have been together so long there is no further risk of sepa-

ration.
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Our good neighbors of the splendid Commonwealth to the
south of us took possession of the southern half of the continent
and with characteristic business energy attracted to themselves
a large population which has made that country the first in
manufacturing industry, the first in agricultural output; a
splendid record of what the people of this continent can do.
And while they have appropriated the name which belongs to
the whole of this continent we are willing to let them have it.
They have left us the northern half, the land of the maple,
the queen of the forest, the river and the lake, and we have
given our country a name of beauty; it remains for Canadians
to attach to that name the significance of honor, respect and
national integrity, of virility and vigilance, so that the world
may know us for a free nation and one of the leading units of
the British Empire.

But although there is no danger of disruption amongst
the eastern provinces there is a great and obvious danger in
relation to the west of Canada. Not that this danger is immi-
nent, but it is proper that I should call attention to it, that
you, as wise men, may guard against the possibility of separa-
tion. That danger lies in the possibility of separation in
business and sentiment between eastern and western Canada.
I trust the day will never come when there will be an eastern
and western as there used to be an Upper and Lower Canada.
But between the East and the West there lies a great region
stretching 800 miles to the north of the Great Lakes which
must always separate the populated districts of the East and
West. It will be for the wisdom, the loyalty and sagacity of
the people to bridge over that difficulty so that this country
may always be one in business and sentiment.

The only way to preserve that unity is to have a community
of business interest and national sentiment, by creating similar
conditions in the West to those in the East.

We should have more industries and home markets in the
West than you have in the East. I find here everywhere that
you are progressing and prospering; farm lands have increased
and the wheels of industry roll swiftly, because under a policy
which peculiarly relates to Canadian industries splendid home
markets have been created. We must have similar conditions
in the West. If people say that the home market for the West
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is to be the East, and that the manufacturing for the West is to
be done in the East, I think you will find the West looking with
longing eyes across the boundary to a place close by where
industries and home markets are already existing—a consum-
mation devoutly not to be desired. So it is proper that people
should think of establishing industries in western Canada so
that the farmers may not have to look to the East or abroad
for a market for their products, but may also have their own
home market.

An attempt was made by the C. P. R. to bridge that wide
dividing country, and I am glad the late government continued
that policy, so that soon we shall have the Grand Trunk
Pacific and Canadian Northern, whose rails will be kept bright
with the traffic carrying products from east to west and west
to east. It would be a disaster to Canada if for any reason the
traffic of the West should be diverted from the East to the south,
and it will be for you to consider how best to avert that possi-
bility. But unless there are business conditions in the West
similar to those of the East, the tariff will not bear with equal
incidence upon the West, which will inevitably create dissatis-
faction. It is to the interest of all Canada that the industries
of the West should be built up.

Do not forget that according to the last census the popula-
tion of the East was 5,450,000, an increase of 723,000 in ten
years. The same census showed the West to have 1,100,000,
an increase in ten years of 150 per cent. as compared to only
15 per cent. in the East. It is important to consider where
that population came from. I should consider that there are
not more than 250,000 born Eastern Canadians in the West,
so that the new Westerners can hardly be influenced very greatly
be Eastern sentiment. I should consider that three-quarters
of that increase came from Great Britain and the States, in
about equal numbers, and the other part from continental
Europe. So we have that vast population which has come to
the West during the past ten years, knowing no more of the
Canadian East than they do of Berlin or Washington.

The responsibility is with us to create a Canadian national
sentiment amongst them, because they have gone there to get
on and think more of the almighty dollar than they do of
establishing a nationality in Canada. And we must create a
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sentiment, because that is the powerful thing.to bind the East
and West together. People talk of sentiment as though it
were a thing to be despised, mere sentimentalism. It is not.
Sentiment mixed with wisdom and kindliness is the most powerful
influence for good any person can conceive. It is that which
will bind Eastern and Western Canada together with bonds
as strong as steel—nothing can do it but a British Canadian
national sentiment.

Then comes the question, how is that to be done? I do not
know exactly how, but it is for you people in the East to assist
in educating our people in that national sentiment. We must
educate them religiously, and in the ordinary training of life,
and must in addition instil into them the idea that they should
be patriotic Canadians. You may talk as you like about unity
of churches. I believe in it, and if you were out West and
saw so much money and so many men wasted by strife amongst
the denominations, you would say it is our duty to see these
denominations joined so as to create sufficient church homes for
the people who are pourlng into our country. Nor am I gomg
to disparage foreign missions, but I do think our first duty is
to our own country. There must be unity in the Church if
we are ever to expect unity in our country.

Then we must educate our children in the West. Socrates
said that in order to secure a good population for Athens he
would let all the population go except those under ten, and in
the same way our hope of creating a national sentiment in the
West is with the children. And in the schools we should teach
them more Canadian national history. Tell them about Cartier
and Champlain and Lasalle; about Wolfe and Montcalm, Laura
Secord and General Brock and the United Empire Loyalists
who left the United States because they could breathe more
freely under the folds of the flag that has protected us in this
Dominion for so many years. Tell them if you like of Lord
Selkirk and Vancouver and Douglas and the Fathers of Con-
federation, so that having all that imbued in their minds they
may grow up loyal and proud Canadians.

Then there is another thing which can be done. The news-
papers can do a great deal in the way of creating a unity of
sentiment between the East and the West. But there are more
words sent daily by despatches from the United States to the
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papers of Winnipeg many times over than come there from the
different parts of Canada. They are sent there because they
can be got more cheaply over American wires than from
eastern Canada. And many of our people in western Canada
see daily in our Canadian papers more of the social, political
and commercial life of the United States than they do of our
own country. Is that right? Instead of getting a wholesome
loaf each day made in Canada to be assimilated into our con-
stitutions, we are getting an American bun to absorb every
morning.

How is that to be avoided? The newspaper men say that
the cost of transmitting news from east to west and vice versa
is too great. If this is so, it would pay our government ten
thousand times over to subsidize a service or construct a tele-
graph line of their own in order to avoid the possibility of the
creation of an American sentiment and American ideas instead
of Canadian sentiment and ideas. If I might make a suggestion
it would be that the papers of Canada get together and present
a petition to the government to this effect and I venture to
say that all the members of Parliament would unite in seeing
that that deficiency was corrected, so that each part of our
country could know what was going on in the rest.

Then there is the Hudson Bay Railway: I am glad to know
that it is to be constructed by this government, because we
have a large number of people in the West from Great Britain
who know little about eastern Canada and others who know
little about Great Britain. I believe the time will come when
the dominant voice in Canada will be from the West, and I
trust when that time comes the people of the West will know
and appreciate the chosen people of the East. But the one
strong link to bind both East and West will be the British con-
nection, and we may strengthen that by this short route to
the Hudson Bay. I would also suggest that we have the cable
lines connecting all parts of the Empire passing through Canada,
so that as they carry the Empire news East and West it may
be dropped off in the Dominion, so that we shall be always in
touch with the different parts of the Empire.

I know that there are differences of religion and speech
in Canada, but at the bottom of their souls, particularly in the
East, there is but one common sentiment, and that is Canadian
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Nationalism, and that a British Canadian Nationalism. And
with your example we may make that grow in the West. Let
us be one united people. Our country is too broad for the
schisms and differences of smaller lands. Let us join to make
broad and firm this Confederation, standing heart to heart,
shoulder to shoulder, and hand in hand. There is before
Canada a great and manifest destiny. The last great nation
to arise in the world was the United States, and when we think
of what she has done in less than a century, we must give her
honor and respect.

But I believe the destiny of Canada is not to be a single
great nation. Better far than that—a destiny which I believe
has not been tried before, but I see no reason why it should
not prove a success if she is true to herself—to be a vigorous
nation, the leader amongst the free nations in the mightiest
Empire the world has seen. Perhaps that sounds presump-
tuous. But do not forget that the strength of a nation does
not depend so much upon its numbers as upon the character
and quality of its population. We may be but seven millions,
but we ARE seven millions. And I believe there is no country
under the sun which has a more virile, vigilant and righteous
population than Canada; and no nation, no people, even if
we are comparatively few, can boast of a brighter outlook for
the future.

-We think perhaps the British Empire is slow in its move-
ments. It may be so, but that is no reason why Canada should
not lead the way. If England is shy of entering upon preferen-
tial trade relations with Canada, is that any reason why we should
not enter into preferential relations with other parts of the
Empire? If we do, it will not be very long before the United
Kingdom joins that great trade confederation. And I would
like to see this ideal before the people here, not only consolidating
Canada by means of British Canadian Nationalism, but going
still further and bringing Labrador and Newfoundland into our
Confederation. And with these ideals before us we shall have
greater wealth per capita than any other nation in the world,
and greater resources. Do not be in too much hurry to get
population, rather be careful in selecting it.

The time to reject or admit settlers is not when they get
here, but when they board the steamers on the other side to
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‘come here. I am pleased to tell you that perhaps 70 per cent.
of our European population in the West is from Great Britain
and the more northern countries, which will provide strong and
virile stock.

Let us, as I have said, do all in our power to create a strong
Confederation—the opportunity is before us. And remember
that the things that are close and temporary are not the things
most to be desired. We must take the long view, seeing things
further off, the things which are eternal, and which will make
for the real upbuilding of a united Canada from ocean to ocean
under the British flag.
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[ November 27th, 1911 ]

COLONIAL RESPONSIBILITIES

By C. H. CAHAN, K.C.

Thursday last, an invitation to address you to-day in the

place and stead of a distinguished visitor who is unavoidably
absent; and indeed it is somewhat disconcerting to be asked to
address one’s fellow members upon so important a subject as
that of ¢ Colonial Responsibilities.”

The ever varying changes which mark the progress and
development of a colony necessitate the assumption by the
colony of higher duties and larger responsibilities. The fringe
of European settlements which were first established along the
Atlantic coasts and up the St. Lawrence were directly depend-
ent, like infants in swaddling clothes, upon the parent countries
for their sustenance and support. As they became more pros-
perous they were regarded as natural contributories to the
wealth of the parent state; Colonial commerce and Colonial
industries were severely repressed, or strictly regulated and con-
trolled, in the interests and for the benefit of the commerce and
industries of the parent state. Upon being conceded the right
of responsible self-government in their own local affairs, these
colonies began to assume, and later, upon the organization of
the Canadian Confederacy, they actually did assume complete
responsibility for raising their own revenues, for making their
own expenditures, for their own internal development and for
the proper administration of their own public services.

During the past fifty years, we have made progress, the like
of which you will search far to find in any part of the civilized
globe. We have organized vast Western districts, created their
political, commercial, industrial and social institutions, developed
extensive lines of internal communication by railways and canals,
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established wharves and docks, light-houses and buoys, factories
and workshops, built cities and towns, opened up mines, cul-
tivated wvast sections of agricultural lands, and, with ever-
increasing population and wealth, we have achieved an almost
unprecedented progress and prosperity, almost wholly unaided
by the government of the parent state, and actuated by a
patriotic desire to develop to the utmost of our power the
country which Providence has placed in our care.

We have accomplished this under the British North America
Act, the charter which we received from the Imperial parliament,
under which our activities and our responsibilities are strictly
confined to Canada, and under which we have no right or
authority to participate in Imperial or international affairs.

But having so far carried out the work set before us, we find
ourselves to-day on the threshold of assuming new responsibili-
ties, which have arisen by reason of our maritime situation on
the Atlantic and on the Pacific, and of our possession and
control of one-half of the North American Continent, which
will be protected in the event of war by such defense as we
can provide for our own territory.

The matter of our own territorial defense must be undertaken
with the twofold object, first, of protecting our own homes
against foreign aggression; and, secondly, to fulfil in some
measure the responsibilities which are imposed upon us as one
of the colonies of Great Britain.

First, we have undertaken the organization and improve-
ment of the militia service of the country; and, although we
sometimes hear the casual observation that our militia is chiefly
useful for church parades, or to lend additional color and splendor
to official balls and receptions, yet to me the voluntary per-
formance of their military duties by the young men of the country
seems to be an exhibition of the highest form of patriotism to
which they might possibly give expression. It is an expression
not only of a desire, but of a determination to protect our
country-against possible foreign aggression.

In performance of our duty to protect Canada, with the
approval of the government and parliament of Canada and, in
fact, of the whole of the people of Canada, we have assumed
control and responsibility for the maintenance of the fortifica-
tions of the ports of Halifax and Esquimault; and in carrying
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out this work of giving adequate protection to our ports on the
Atlantic and the Pacific, we are rendering a great service to
the Empire of which we form a part.

The quarrels of the United Kingdom vitally concern Canada,
for when Great Britain is at war, Canada, as a colony of Great
Britain, cannot be at peace, and, in the event of war, a declara-
tion of neutrality by Canada would be equivalent to a declaration
of political independence.

It is admitted by the highest naval authorities that Colonial
ports cannot be successfully protected by naval operations on
distant seas, but the history of the Boer War tends to prove
that Canada, with her chief harbours adequately protected by
land defenses, and relying upon her internal resources, could
defy the strongest European power and protect herself against
invasions, except through the United States of America.

In the event of a great European Naval War, Canada, for
her own protection, need only act upon the defensive. All
offensive operations would necessarily be undertaken by the
British Navy. Except in the one event of war between Great
Britain and the United States, Canada, by adequately fortifying
her own coasts, may safeguard her own territory independent
of Imperial assistance. Moreover, the fortification of the
Canadian ports on the Atlantic, such as St. John, Halifax,
Sydney and the entrance to the River St. Lawrence, and
Esquimault and Prince Rupert on the Pacific, thus providing
safe harbours of refuge for mercantile shipping, coaling stations,
dry docks, repairs for disabled ships, electrical means of com-
munication, would be more than equivalent, so far as naval
strength is concerned, to a contribution of several Dreadnoughts
to the effective naval force of Great Britain.

Capt. Mahan, referring to the importance to Great Britain
of such Colonial possessions, located in well chosen positions,
says they are a great source of naval strength, that by providing
naval bases, they enable any given work to be done by fewer
ships. In thus defending herself on the Atlantic and on the
Pacific from the possibility of attack by naval or military forces
of a possible enemy, Canada would give effective service and
assistance to the whole Empire.

England’s navy is the first line of defense of the United
Kingdom, and the naval policy of the United Kingdom is based
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on the belief that any weakening of that line would be fatal to
Great Britain, though it might not necessarily prove fatal to
colonies which are protected by adequate coast defenses. A
navy of the present or prospective future strength is absolutely
necessary to Great Britain. If every British Colony should
separate from the Empire, England would need not one man,
nor one gun, nor one ship less; if Canada or South Africa should
separate from the Empire, England would need many ships more.

To leave Canada’s Atlantic ports undefended would be almost
equivalent to a surrender of England’s command of the sea,
for her command of the sea, next to the protection of the
British Coasts against possible invasion, is absolutely necessary
to provide sustenance for the people of the British Isles. Eng-
land requires annually at least 150,000,000 bushels of foreign
or Colonial wheat, and in the event of that supply being cut
off, Great Britain would fall by starvation within a few months
of the commencement of a great maritime war.

Canada’s great work, in recent years, in opening up the
Canadian North-West by its internal water-routes and by its
three great trans-continental railways, with the consequent
influx of population and ever-increasing agricultural develop-
ment, has been of first importance for the security not only
of the British Isles but of the whole British Empire.

An eminent authority upon Empire defense says that:—

“The encouragement, development and expansion of the
Canadian wheat and flour exports to Great Britain is not only
the duty of Imperial economists but must be the first con-
sideration of all defense bodies; in it lies the foundation of the
Empire’s security.”

I do not suggest that we undertook the agricultural develop-
ment of the North-West for the purpose of conserving Imperial
interests; but I do say that as an incident, or as a result of
that development the security of the Empire has been con-
served. To the extension of this development the financial
resources and the best energies of the Canadian government
and people might well be devoted, in the sure confidence that
in so doing they are increasing the sources of food supply of
the United Kingdom—making Canada, in fact, the granary of
the Empire—and making Great Britain more and more inde-
pendent of foreign states for the sustenance of her people in
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times of war as well as in times of peace. Quebec is ap-
proximately 2,500 miles, or six days steam from Plymouth,
England, and of all inter-Imperial trade routes this is the shortest
and most easily protected during a European naval war. By
it all narrow water-ways and hostile ports are avoided, and the
responsibility of the British Navy for commerce protection is
reduced to the possible minimum.

In assuming this responsibility for the protection of Canadian
ports, in taking over and assuming control of the fortifications
of Halifax and Esquimault—responsibilities which have been
undertaken with almost unanimous consent of the Canadian
Parliament and of the Canadian people—Canada has, in a
measure, relieved the Imperial government of the responsibility
for Canada’s defense, increased in a large measure the effective-
ness of the British Navy upon the high-seas; and, in carrying
these important works to completion, Canada will effectively
assist in protecting the great trade route to the United Kingdom.

There remains, nevertheless, one source of danger to Canada
in the fact that for over 4,000 miles the boundaries of the
American Republic are contiguous to those of this country.
For nearly 100 years there has been peace between Canada
and the United States, and although it is devoutly to be wished
that that peace may continue for centuries to come, the possibility
of its breach is omnipresent. I do not say that conflict between
Canada and the United States is probable, but no intelligent
observer of political events can deny that it is quite possible;
and that possibility is, in my opinion, increased by the evident
determination of the Canadian people to maintain their political
independence of the United States.

There are obvious questions of vital concern to both which
may arise between the United States and Great Britain that
would make war between the two countries inevitable. i

I do not overlook the fact of 100 years of peace between
this country and the United States, nor the possibility, if not
the probability, of the adoption by the Government of the
United States of the pending arbitration treaty; but the great
increase of population in the Republic, and its need for expansion,
for the acquisition of unexploited stores of natural wealth,
must be the source of an ever-increasing danger to this country.
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I believe that the increase in population of the United States,
the absolute need which every great industrial country finds for
commercial expansion, for creating new markets, for obtaining
control of larger supplies of natural resources,—all this implies
the possibility, if not the probability, of a conflict arising between
this country and the United States.

We who have come to years of manhood realize, by reason
of our own observation, that the world has not yet emerged
from that state of civilization which is dominated by rude
physical force, in which he will take who has the power and he
may keep who can. In our time we have seen the map of
Europe re-adjusted by the nations by force of arms. In the
neighbouring Republic we have seen over a million citizen soldiers
in the field contending for political supremacy. We have
recently seen the forcible acquisition of Hawaii, of Porto Rico
and of Panama. We have seen our neighbours extending
their sphere of influence to far south of the Isthmus; and recent
events in Egypt, in Morocco, in Tripoli and again and again
in the Balkan States, have borne witness that the history of
the past is the history of the present and of the future, that we
may only hope to maintain our political liberty, and secure the
heritage that Providence has placed in our keeping, by taking
opportune and adequate measures for our own territorial defense.

By the military and naval authorities of the United States
such a war is seriously and intelligently contemplated; and to
those who desire to understand and appreciate the resources
which Canada must employ to maintain an effective defense,
in the event of such a war, a careful study of the events of
1812 to 1814 is particularly instructive.

This island of Montreal, with its population of 600,000
people—the very centre of the industrial and commercial life
of this Dominion—the outport of the products of nearly half
a continent—is at the present time utterly undefended against
the possibility of attack from across the border, 40 miles to
the south of us. Near that border, within striking distance
of Montreal, lies Plattsburg which is as completely supplied
with all the modern munitions of war as any other military
station within the confines of the United States. Within similar
striking distance of our border are located similar arsenals,
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similarly equipped, the names of which it is now needless to
mention.

On the Great Lakes which form a portion of our boundary
line—although by the terms of the Rush-Bagot Treaty the
armed ships of both countries, excepting four vessels of 1co
tons each, are strictly prohibited on the Great Lakes—there
exist to-day several hundred of American steamships, including
whalebacks and freighters of every description, which are
capable within a few hours of being transformed into an effective
naval force; while in the American lake ports, and in arsenals
in connection by rapid railway communication with those
Ports, there are adequate supplies of all the munitions of war
for the equipment of these ships for naval operations against
the unprotected towns and cities on the Canadian lake-front.

The authorities, who are responsible for the defense of
Canada, cannot long ignore the military and naval preparedness
of our peaceful neighbour to the south. They must, sooner
or later, take adequate measures for the due protection of our
internal water-ways and great trans-continental lines of railway
communication. And, to that end, I would welcome the com-
pletion of the Georgian Bay Canal; not only by reason of its
commercial value, in placing Lake Huron freight by cheap
water carriage within seventy hours of Montreal, but also by
reason of the fact that the construction of this great inland
waterway, farther north of the border lakes, is a work of
supreme military and naval importance to Canada.

But in addition to expenditures by the Canadian treasury
which are primarily made for Canadian defense, and in respect
of which the Canadian government has assumed responsibility,
there is the further suggestion that Canada should contribute
to the treasury of the United Kingdom; or, what is practically
the same thing in effect, contribute the cost of a certain number
of ships, for the purpose of maintaining the undisputed supremacy
of the British Navy. It is admitted that if every colony were
lost to the Empire, the adequate protection of the United
Kingdom would require not unit less of the present or proposed
future strength of the British Navy. That navy is the most
powerful instrument for peace or for war throughout the world.
It is maintained solely by the tax-payers domiciled in the
United Kingdom, who alone exercise a voice and a vote in all

43



Colonial Responsibilities

questions of war and of peace, in all questions of international
relationship, in all questions which decide the destinies of the
Empire.

In deciding those vital Imperial issues the 13,000,000 of
white people inhabiting the colonies have now no voice directly
or indirectly. In the control of those expenditures for Imperial
purposes and in the administration of those Imperial affairs of
serious concern to the inhabitants of the Over-Seas Dominions,
British citizens, who inhabit or are domiciled in these Dominions,
do not participate to the slightest extent.

Under these conditions, is Canada morally bound, in addition
to making adequate provision for her own territorial defense,
to assume the responsibility of contributing to the Impgerial
Exchequer for the safe-guarding of Imperial interests, to assume
the obligation to assist in maintaining an Imperial Navy, while
Canadians are denied the Imperial franchise, denied equality
of citizenship within the Empire, denied any rgarticipation
directly or indirectly in the control of the destinies of the
Empire ?

I am not dealing with the matter of spasmodic, voluntary

. contributions, such as the citizens of London made in response
to the eloquence of Pitt, when the English Exchequer was
exhausted, and the fate of England, and, in fact, the liberties
of all Europe were believed to be trembling in the balance, and
when the voluntary contributions of the London merchants
equipped and supplied the allied troops, who subsequently
withstood the shock of conflict with the legions of the first
Napoleon. I am not referring to such intermittent subsidies
as England has paid time and time again for the relief and
assistance of her continental allies. I am asking myself, and
I am asking you, whether we, Canadians, should annually and
continuously assume the financial burdens of Emgire, so long
as we are denied admission to the councils of the Empire ?

We are told that Canada’s voice and vote, in the proportion
of 7,000,000 of her population to the 45,000,000 of the British
Isles, would necessarily prove weak and ineffective; but that
suggestion does not altogether discourage me. I recall that
when my native province of Nova Scotia entered the Canadian
Confederacy, having only one-tenth of the population of the
whole Dominion, we were told the same storyfof our comparative
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unimportance and inferiority in numbers; but the fact is that,
since her admission, Nova Scotia, with that unobtrusive humility
and modesty, so characteristic of her sons, has ever since been
endeavouring, and that too with a fair measure of success, to
administer the affairs of the whole Dominion.

We are told that all the financial resources of Canada are
required for the construction and maintenance of her great
public works, and the development of her vast districts of fertile
lands that are yet untouched by the plow, for the opening up
of her mines, the utilization of her forests, for overcoming the
discouraging physical difficulties which always confront the
colonist in a comparatively new country. And all this is un-
doubtedly true; but it is not the whole truth. We can if we
will, undertake additional obligations, but do we WILL to
do so, except on the basis of equality of citizenship within
the Empire ?

Now what is the attitude which the English government of
the day assumes with regard to the suggestion that the self-
governing colonies should have the right or privilege of partici-
pating in the councils of the Empire? In respect of the
Hague Conference and the Prize Court Convention, in respect
of the recent Declaration of London, which so vitally affected
Colonial import and export trade, in respect of the recent
consolidation of the Merchants’ Shipping Acts, which affected
the shipping interests of all the colonies, I cannot find that
the Colonial governments were consulted before the conven-
tions were completed, or the Act of the Imperial Parliament
had been passed. There is nothing of novelty in this attitude
of the Imperial government toward the Colonial governments;
and it is doubtless owing to the extent to which we have so
often deceived ourselves by the frequent use of such words
and phrases as “ Nation,” “ Nationality,” * Self-governing
Dominion,” ¢ Co-ordinate unit in the Empire ” and the like,
as aprglicable to Canada, that the cold fact of our subordinate
Colonial position is sometimes realized by us as a disagreeable
surprise.

But the attitude of the British government was made even
more clearly apparent at the recent Imperial Conference in
London, when its President, Mr. Asquith, speaking on behalf
of that government, and referring to Sir Joseph Ward’s propo-
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sition that the self-governing Dominions should be admitted
to participate in the Councils of the Empire, said :—

“ For what does Sir Joseph Ward’s proposal come to? I
might describe the effect of it without going into details, in a
couple of sentences. It would impair, if not altogether destroy,
the authority of the Government of the United Kingdom in
such grave matters as the conduct of foreign policy, the con-
clusion of treaties, the declaration and maintenance of peace,
or the declaration of war, and, indeed, all those relations with
Foreign Powers, necessarily of the most delicate character,
which are now in the hands of the Imperial Government, subject
to its responsibility to the Imperial Parliament. That authority
cannot be shared.”

The Premier of England was not referring to the Parliament
of the United Kingdom in its capacity as the local legislature
of England, Ireland, Scotland and Wales—in which the colonies
have neither right nor desire to participate—he was referring to
that Parliament as the supreme legislature of the British
Empire, and as solely responsible for its Imperial destinies; that
jurisdiction, that authority, that responsibility, he declared,
could not be shared with the people of the self-governing do-
minions. The administrative and legislative jurisdictions of the
Dominion of Canada, of the Commonwealth of Australia, of
the Union of South Africa, must, in the future as in the past,
be restricted, respectively, to prescribed geographical areas and
to objects of purely local concern !

If that declaration of Mr. Asquith were the last word to
be said with regard to the extension and development of con-
stitutional government, of representative institutions, of popular
liberty in this Empire,—with regard to conceding to the Domin-
ions beyond the seas the right to participate in the administra-
tion of Imperial affairs, the right to enjoy in the highest degree
and to the fullest extent the privileges of free citizens within
the Empire,—I, for one, although I am proud of the Empire,
although I am Imperialist by blood, by tradition, by education—
if that were the last word—I would be willing to devote my
best energies for the rest of my life to take Canada out of the
Empire. But, gentlemen, Premier Asquith has not said

(«the last word with regard to this question. The whole
history of constitutional government in England bears
witness to the fact that the liberties of the people have
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ever been extended, when they themselves have formed in
their own minds more definite ideals of political liberty, and
have formulated demands that those ideals should find expres-
sion in concrete, definite form, in concessions from the Crown
or in legislative enactments. Look back upon the history of
the past ! I need not but mention the Charter of Henry, the
Charter of Stephen, the Magna Charta of John, the Habeas
Corpus Act, the Bill of Rights, the Act of Settlement, the Reform
Acts. What were these but concessions of ever-increasing
popular rights and privileges to the citizens of the United
Kingdom ?

The British constitution is the result of a gradual consolida-
tion and development of political principles which have with-
stood the test of experience; and its success is due to the dis-
crimination with which appropriate methods have from time to
time been adopted to satisfy recognized popular needs. The
general tendency in the development of that constitution, and
in fact of all recent political history, has been towards the esta-
blishment of popular rights on a representative basis.

The records of the constitutional development of the British
American Colonies are replete with evidences of constant change
of opinion in Great Britain with respect to the pelitical liberties
of the Colonies; and, although we must await with patience
the realization of our hopes, we should not be dismayed by the
deliberate pronouncement of any government at any period
of our national development.

May we not, then, look forward with confidence to the time
when the self-governing colonies shall receive the Imperial
franchise—a franchise that Rome in the ever memorable days
of the Emperor Augustus freely conferred upon her Roman
colonies—a franchise that shall at length constitute an Imperial
citizenship, on a truly representative basis—the highest ideal
of political liberty to which the people of Canada could possibly
aspire.

Gentlemen, even while you are sitting at our luncheon
to-day, this Empire may be entering upon one of the most
momentous crises of its history. Sir Edward Grey, the Foreign
Minister of England, is now making to the English Parliament
his explanation of the policy for which the government, of
which he is a distinguished member, is responsible in regard
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to international relations with France and Germany, with more
particular reference to affairs in Morocco. That explanation
with respect to the recent possibilities of war may result in his
own dismissal, or possibly in the downfall of the government
which he represents. That war, if it had occurred, would have
been of vital, of paramount interest to the people of Canada,
as well as to the people of the United Kingdom. But will
that government stand, or will that government fall, by reason
of its support, or by reason of its non-support, by the thirteen
millions of British citizens who inhabit the Over-Seas Domin-
ions? Will that government stand or fall by reason of the
support or the opposition of the elected representatives of a
million and a half intelligent, patriotic and vitally interested
electors of Canada? No, in those matters, we indeed occupy
a subordinate position. In those matters we have no voice,
no vote, no responsibility, absolutely no control.

Gentlemen, I look forward to the time when we shall have
that vote and that voice.

I confess that my confidence in the speedy realization of
this expectation is increased by the equanimity with which
Mr. Asquith, Mr. Lloyd George, and other recognized leaders
of public opinion in England, apparently welcome the enfranchise- -
ment of the women of Great Britain; and I cannot conceive
that a voice and a vote in Imperial affairs should be conceded
to the belligerent suffragettes who parade the London streets
and at times fill the London jails, while that same Imperial
franchise is denied to the million and a half of male electors
who, loyal to the same Throne, and in sure confidence of their
complete success, are laying broad and deep the secure
foundations of this great Canadian Dominion.

Gentlemen, I look forward, then, to the day when the
exercise of the Imperial franchise shall not be restricted to
the inhabitants of the British Isles, when the rights of Imperial
citizenship shall not be strictly confined to those dwelling in
the United Kingdom, when young Canadians who aspire to
high positions in the government of the Empire need not change
their domicile to the United Kingdom in order to participate
in Imperial affairs, when descendants of European races, who
devote their fortunes and their lives to the magnificent work
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of developing the .Dominions ‘;of the Crown beyond the seas,
shall enjoy, in full measure, the pledge of King James the First,
who “declared in the first charter granted by him for the.
founding of the colonies on the Atlantic Coast of America :—

“That all and every the persons being our subjects, which
shall go and inhabit within the said colony and plantation,
and every their children and posterity, which shall happen to be
born within any of the limits thereof, shall have and enjoy all
liberties, franchises, and immunities of free denizens and natural
subjects within any of our dominions, to all intents and purposes
as if they had been abiding and born within this our realm of
England, or in any other of our Dominions.”

That was the pledge of liberty which was made to the first
British settlers upon this continent—a pledge that, although
leaving their homes to found new colonies beyond the seas,
British citizens should not thereby deprive themselves and their
children of any of the rights and privileges of British citizenship.
It was the violation of that pledge that caused the people of
the United States to sever their allegiance to the British Crown.
It is by the renewal and by the fulfilment of that pledge that
England will at length redeem the errors of the past. By
admitting the inhabitants of the colonies to participate in the
highest representative institutions of the Empire, England will
bind them for all time to the British Crown, to which we all,
irrespective of race or creed, have given our full and free alle-
giance.

Gentlemen, we have been content, and probably most of
us would have been content, for our day and generation, at
least, to have continued in the old paths of internal develop-
ment, of industrial and commercial progress, of growth in popu-
lation, unifying and invigorating our own national life, increasing
our own national strength; but if and when we are called upon '
to assume, in whole or in part, the obligations and responsi-
bilities of Empire, we must not be denied admission to the
corresponding rights and responsibilities of Imperial citizenship,
the right to participate in the Imperial Councils, and in the
administration of Imperial affairs. =

Such issues are worthy of discussion by the members of
our Canadian Club. They indicate the higher ideals of citizen-
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ship to which we may rightfully aspire. The consideration of

them, the discussion of them raises us above the petty questions

of personal politics, of racial and religious disputes and differences,

and tends to invigorate and vitalize our national life with new
\ hopes, higher aspirations and broader national ideals.
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[ December 4th, 1911 ]

SUPREME COURT OF
THE WORLD

By HON. H. B. F. MACFARLAND

the “thrift of time,” since you are all busy men and must

be anxious to get away, but I must take a minute or two
to say how glad I am to be back in Montreal, where I always
feel perfectly at home, possibly because there are so many Scotch
here. Even the Indians call themselves Micmacs down at Mal
Baie where I have my summer home.

The subject I am going to deal with requires a point of view
such as you in Montreal are accustomed to take. It is spoken
of as an ideal and we who advocate it are called idealists. ButI
am happy to discuss it in a city where ideals and idealists are
regarded as practical. The glory of your city is not your suprem-
acy in business, distinguished as that is. Your real glory is in
such institutions as McGill University. And the fact that you
appreciate this has just been shown by your splendid subscrip-
tion to your University, as well as that a short time ago to the
Y. M. C. A, the mother of all such institutions on the North
American Continent, whose name is known all the world
over, as well as that of its Secretary, Mr. Budge. So I need no
apology for coming to you to speak to-day about an ideal. More-
over, this ideal has now been adopted by the most practical
statesmen in the world, including our own Secretary of State,
Mr. Knox, who is what is known as a corporation lawyer as
well as a great statesman. He is representing us in this matter
and Sir Edward Grey, who is an entirely practical statesman, is
representing you, without mentioning others who are interested.
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Supreme Court of the World

This idea of a Supreme Court of the World is an ideal which
many of us believe must be realized during this twentieth century
for the judicial settlement of all international disputes. The
second Hague Conference adopted unanimously the idea and
worked out in detail a plan for an International Court of Arbitral
Justice that would be the beginning of such a Supreme Court of
the World. The advantage would be much more than an Inter-
national Arbitration Tribunal, with which we are familiar from
the Hague Conferences. It is now in an experimental form, al-
though for a century the United States and Great Britain leading
the world have, in a hundred arbitrations, maintained the prin-
ciple. But this Arbitral Justice Court which will later occupy
the attention of the intelligent world will be a real Court with
real judges and real lawyers, not diplomats but men skilled in
international law. Its conclusions are to be real decisions, like
those of any other Court, with precedents to be established and
followed, instead of sporadic decrees by temporary bodies. In
the course of time it will accumulate a body of binding inter-
national law, instead of the maxims now called international law,
which are binding upon no one and set aside whenever a war is
desired. Instead of leaving international disputes to occasional
Arbitration Tribunals, a regular practice of taking such cases to
this Court will be established by the nation and this will do more
to prevent war than anything else, giving as it would to the
world a competent permanent tribunal. The nations would soon
learn the habit of resorting to it, which is more important than
anything else except the character of the tribunal itself. Just
as in the United States the several Sovereign States go to the
Supreme Court, so the nations of the world which now about
equal in number the states of the Union, would go to such an
International Court. At the beginning, our Supreme Court was
viewed with suspicion and even with disfavor and it was thought
that it would never command the confidence of the states of the
Union. The first Chief Justice, Jay, and the second, Ellsworth,
both resigned and went to offices in their own states, thinking
their work there of more importance than that of Chief Justice
of the United States. And when Jay was asked to go back again,
he wrote a letter saying he did not think it worth while, and
that he believed the Supreme Court of the United States would
never command the attention or the support and confidence of
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the people; therefore he thought he would be of more use ir
New York State than as Chief Justice of the United States.
Imagine a Chief Justice of the United States going back to
Louisiana believing that he had a larger and more useful field
there than at Washington. Of course it was the character of the
judges and their opinions, and especially the character of Mar-
shall, that won the confidence of the country to this Supreme
Court of the United States. Just as individuals no longer settle
their difficulties by arms, except perhaps in some of the mountain
districts of the United States, but resort to public courts—es-
tablished courts according to the habit of centuries—so the
nation having confidence in such an International Court would
no longer want to settle their differences by war.

As I came up from Washington, I looked at the old duelling
ground of Bladenburg where, before the Civil War, many of our
leading statesmen appeared in duels. And I was at Weehawken
where Alexander Hamilton, one of the greatest men who ever
served the United States, was killed by Aaron Burr because he
did not dare decline the challenge, lest it would cost him the
confidence of the people and the leadership which he thought he
might have to exercise later for the salvation of his country,—
and that was as recently as 1804.

We can see that in this comparatively short time there has
been great progress in the settlement of individual disputes and
disputes between States in our Union and, of course, through
International Arbitration, in the settlement of difficulties between
nations of the world. Even now Great Britain, the United States
and France, the leaders in the Second Hague Conference, are
engaged in adopting Arbitration Treaties which will be binding
upon them, and we have every reason to believe they will be
ratified by the Governments of the three nations. Our Senate is
very active in securing the early adoption of this International
Court of Arbitral Justice, and we have every reason to believe
that all the great Powers of the world and some of the smaller
ones, have agreed to set up such a Court at an early date, not
later than the next Hague Coniference, which should be held by
1915; and without doubt on the initiative of Russia or some
other great power, such a Conference will be called.

The chief difficulty in the way of setting up this International
Court of Arbitral Justice is the one the Second Hague Conference

53



Supreme Court of the World

referred to—its Constitution and the selection of judges. That
was the one thing left open. The Convention sets forth in detail
how the Court shall operate, its rules of procedure, etc., but they
had to leave the question of the selection of judges and the Con-
stitution of the Court to the Powers, because they could not
possibly agree at the Hague. The forty-six nations represented
there were the greater and lesser Powers and the lesser Power is
always jealous of the greater Power, and they were demanding
direct representation upon this proposed Court as they have now
upon the ordinary Hague Tribunal. There are one hundred
names from which the Board of Arbitrators are drawn and every
nation has its representation on an equality, the smallest Central
American republic equally with Great Britain. But it was
obvious that there could not be a Court of forty-six members
and they would not agree upon a method of making it smaller
and practical, and so left that to further negotiations.

Now the Powers, under the initiative of the United States
and Great Britain, are considering, in diplomatic exchanges, the
Constitution of this Court. It is obvious that the great Powers
which would also probably furnish the greatest judges must be
directly represented, and the only other thing to be done is to
give the smaller Powers representation under rotation under
some method to be determined upon. That has already been
agreed to and the adherence of sufficient of the smaller nations to
secure the success of the Court has already been secured.

With such a Court, composed of nine or fifteen judges at the
outside, those great jurists who would be the judges, should by
their wise and just decisions win for it the confidence of the
nations and draw them to it. That is what our Government and
your Government and the Governments of all the great Powers
now confidently expect. It may be that the celebration of the
hundredth anniversary of peace between Great Britain and the
United States, in which your great Dominion is to have such an
honorable part, will be signalized by the announcement that a
sufficient number of nations have agreed to make the establish-
ment of this International Court of Arbitral Justice a certainty.

As a lawyer I am disposed to a Court rather than an Arbitral
Tribunal. You know that in many cities and states, and proba-
bly in Canada, there is already machinery for the arbitration
of differences between business men especially; but my resort is
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rather to the Court (when the lawyers cannot keep you out of
Court, as they should) rather than to the arbitration principle.
But anyone can see that a Court has great advantages for the
end we and all intelligent, civilized men have in view, the main-
tenance of the peace of the world. We are asked, of course,
amongst other questions, how are the decrees of such a Court to
be enforced. We answer that we think it is not to be by an inter-
national police force of neutralized armies and navies, such as has
been suggested for the execution of the decrees even of Arbitra-
tion Tribunals, but that it is to be done by that Power which
really rules the world, the force of public opinion. That is what
enforces the decrees of the Supreme Court of the United States,
not its army and navy. Justice Brewer used to say when asked
how it was done, it was by a woman, a clerk in the marshall’s
office of the Supreme Court, who got out the mandates of the
Court and sent them to the inferior courts. You know the
Supreme Court of the United States is obeyed without question
from one end of the Union to the other, owing to the irresistible
force of public opinion which now governs everybody. There
is now, thanks to the multiplication of the means of communica-
tion, to the submarine cable, the telegraph, the wireless, the
telephone, a diffusion of news which has led to a national public
opinion in every country and even to an international public
opinion. We all sit around one breakfast table and read in our
morning paper the news of the whole world and make our com-
ments upon it for ourselves regardless of the comments of the
newspapers. We are all editors and make, if we do not write,
editorials, and that consensus of opinion of educated, patriotic
men governs Montreal and Canada, the United States and the
whole world.

There lies the sanction of international law, which has never
been supported by armies and navies and cannot be, any more
than can the Christian religion. But international law is sup-
ported now by international public opinion which has the abso-
lute power to punish the refractory. No nation, civilized or un-
civilized, worthy of name and place, would defy the conscience
of the world by refusing to obey the decree of an international
court to which it had submitted its claim. Ostracism, moral, if
not legal, and none the less effective for being moral, would be
more effective than coercion by force.
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Now that the progress of the nineteenth century has made
all the world one neighborhood and the twentieth century is
making it a brotherhood, even the most backward nation under-
stands that it cannot continue to live outside the family. Eco-
nomic and financial reasons forbid; the appeal to its selfishness
forbids, even though an appeal to unselfishness does not; it must
keep the peace to live within the family to its own best advantage,
just as the individual in society must keep the peace or get out-
side and become an outcast.

All the difficulties in the way of a judicial settlement of inter-
national disputes are yielding gradually, as things have always
done in this world, to proper treatment. The obstacles are no
longer insurmountable, progress is made and the dream of the
poet is becoming the orderly plan of statesmen. The processes
of history as of Nature often come to fulfilment quickly after
long period of seeming delay. The old order suddenly gives place
to the new, just as the once world-wide Spanish colonial empire
vanished from the map in a day at the touch of war. In the
midst of patient and persistent efforts, at the opportune moment
the long desired change comes rapidly, perhaps like the King-
dom of Heaven, without observation.
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NORTHERN RHODESIA;
THE EVOLUTION OF A DEPENDENCY

By W. L. HICHENS, of Liverpool, England

Chairman of Cammell Laird Company, Ltd.

you here to-day, I, like most Englishmen who are not

professional orators, felt a natural fear of getting up
to make a speech. At the same time I accepted the invitation
with alacrity because I felt that the pleasure of meeting so
representative a group of Montreal citizens would far outweigh
any qualms I might feel—the qualms would be transitory,
while the pleasure would be permanent.

The reason that I chose the subject of Northern Rhodesia
was partly because I thought it might interest you to learn at
first hand something about one of the less known dependencies
of the British Empire and partly because the story of Northern
Rhodesia is typical of so many parts of the Empire.

I don’t propose to weary you with a mass of statistics,
which, at the best are somewhat indigestible, but after a meal
are perfectly intolerable. A few simple facts will be enough
for my purpose. There are, as you probably know, or were
until quite recently, three Rhodesias, Southern, North Western
and North Eastern. From the South African standpoint
there is all the difference in the world between Southern Rhodesia
and the two Northern territories. Southern Rhodesia marches
on the borders of the Transvaal and is known there as. the
white man’s country, where Europeans can thrive and multiply
and possess the land. The idea of every South African is that
Southern Rhodesia will one day join the great South African
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Union—that it will do so sooner or later is, humanly speaking,
a certainty.

The Northern territories were, until recently, two in number,
but quite recently they have amalgamated, and now there is
one Administrator for both, and they may be regarded as one.
Northern Rhodesia is not a white man’s country. Probably
as far as one can tell for all time it will be predominantly a
native country. The mysterious dividing line in the minds of
South Africans between tropical and South Africa is the Zam-
besi, which is the southern border line of Northern Rhodesia.
The area of the country is about equal to that of France and
the United Kingdom put together, but it has only a small
population of about eight hundred and fifty thousand. The
white population is only about twelve hundred all told, and in
North Eastern Rhodesia, the largest segment, there are only
some 250 white persons at the present time.

I must pass by, with brief reference, the principal features
of the country. Everyone has heard of the Victoria Falls,
that magnificent piece of wild Nature’s handiwork. I have
not seen Niagara as yet, so I am not able to say which of the
two is the finer, but Rhodesians love to tell a story of an Ameri-
can who, after seeing the Victoria Falls, cabled to his family
“They have got us licked.” Every sportsman knows that
Northern Rhodesia is a hunter’s paradise, probably the best
big game country in the world. No doubt East Africa is better
known because it is more largely advertised and more accessible.
A distinguished neighbor of yours once went there on a shooting
trip and his movements were not left altogether unnoticed.

Most people also know that Northern Rhodesia is a prey
to the ravages of the sleeping sickness, a disease for which no
cure has as yet been found, and which has devastated whole
tracts of Central Africa. It is not so serious in Northern
Rhodesia as elsewhere, but the regions where the tsetse fly,
which transmits the disease, is found, have to remain an unin-
habited desert. Another species of this fly is equally fatal to
domestic animals and it is confined to certain belts of the country,
but as these are fairly frequent, animal transport is very diffi-
cult. The existence of these two scourges retards the develop-
ment of the country seriously, but there is little doubt that
they will disappear with the advance of civilization.
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The normal method of travelling in Northern Rhodesia is
either on foot or by a masheelah, a kind of hammock borne by
two or four natives, according to your size. I personally was
a four native man. They go at a jog trot, singing as they run,
and looking as though they enjoyed their work. They will
take you forty miles a day if you urge them to it, but they are
not anxious to go more than four or fivee. When one travels
there his retinue is large. I travelled there with another
European and we had seventy persons to look after our bodily
welfare. I must admit that one feels a bit ashamed to think
that two people require seventy to look after them, while the
ordinary savage can look after himself and one seventieth part
of you, also. However, wages are small, the ordinary pay of
the natives being about seventy-five cents a month.

But the wants of the native, as you can imagine, are corre-
spondingly small. The chief expenditure he has to make is
his hut tax, which is about one month’s pay a year, and in
addition to that he wants a small piece of calico, a little salt,
and a few other things which can be purchased with another
month’s work. So he works two months a year and during
the rest of the time sits down and enjoys himself, because all
the toiling and gathering of the crops is done by the women.
The cost of living is very cheap there. The normal meat
consists of chicken. You get them at every meal and get very
sick of them. The fowl costs threepence, but he makes up
for the poor estimate in which he is held by being most out-
rageously tough.

There are a number of different tribes in Northern Rhodesia
with different languages and-customs. One tribe can be dis-
tinguished by the fact that all its members extract their two
front teeth and regard their appearance as extremely attractive—
which is more than anyone else does. The custom originated
by the fact that at one time they were enslaved by another
tribe and this mark was put upon them as an indignity. How-
ever, in the course of time they forgot about this and began to
look upon it with pride. Another tribe plaits long grasses into
their hair, which they arrange so as to stick up in a long spike
about two feet in length. The origin of this is that they live
in a country overgrown with long reeds about their own height,
so that about the only way they can distinguish each other is by
these spiky columns on their head.
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Northern Rhodesia is, as you know, a great field for mission-
ary enterprise,and has been so ever since the days of Livingstone.
It must be admitted that the efforts of the missionaries have
not been altogether successful, partly because their teaching
has not been sufficiently simplified. They have a way of making
the natives learn a vast number of dogmas which they cannot
possibly understand or assimilate. In consequence, they hesi-
tate to take the Christian religion. Another and probably
more serious reason why Christianity is not making more rapid
progress is that the native is a convinced polygamist; from his
point of view one wife is altogether inadequate. Then there
is this justification from their point of view, that in the mind
of the ordinary native a wife is an asset for which a definite
sum has to be paid, and who has a definite monetary value for
him, whereas in moments of rash frankness, I have heard English
men confess that their wives were really a liability.

I remember while I was there the son of a prominent chief
suddenly renounced the Christian religion on the grounds that
he wanted a second wife, and his arguments were difficult to
meet. He said, “My beau ideal is King Solomon, and I would
rather follow the splendid example of that illustrious potentate
than the advice of my missionary friends.”

Mohammedanism, on the other hand, is making rapid
strides, partly because it is a much simpler religion and more
easily grasped and principally because that religion permits of
polygamy. They are a pretty happy, but improvident people,
except in the eastern parts of the country, where they have to
some extent come under the influence of the Arabs. They are
extremely lazy and indifferent to their personal prosperity. I
have passed through whole tracts of country at a time when
the harvest has been reaped for a long time and the people were
in destitution, not because of lack of land to cultivate, but
because they would not botlrer to till it. They till a small
fraction of the land required for their maintenance and when
the end of the year comes they wander about looking for roots
and berries in extreme misery, but this does not teach them
wisdom, and as soon as the new crop is reaped they forget all
about it.

Then there is another cause why they go short of food at
certain times of the year. There is a hard and fast distribution
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of labor between the men and women. Certain duties are
regarded as women’s work and certain duties as men’s work,
and the man would no more think of poaching upon the preserves
of the women than the women would of invading the proper
sphere of the men. The underlying idea in the minds of these
simple children of Nature is that there is a fundamental differ-
ence between men and women which should be expressed in
action, so that the one sex may be the complement of the other
and not a feeble imitation of it. In fact, there is one thing a
native dislikes more than a mannish woman and that is a wom-
anish man. I sometimes think, when I am unduly oppressed
by the weight of modern civilization that possibly we may have
to go back to the wilds of Africa and learn again the primitive
wisdom of these children of the woods.

I often wonder what would happen if the women of that
country were to adopt the advanced notions of the modern suffra-
gette of our own countries. And I wonder what would happen
if they were to try and enforce their views by tying themselves,
say with wisps of grass, to the palisades of the kraal of their
chieftain, or refuse to eat their mealie meals. I wonder what
would happen, but I think I could give a good guess.

One word about the administration of the country. Before
the British occupation it was a continual prey to war, pillage,
slavery and even cannibalism. Now all that is changed. In
fact, I think one may truly say that Northern Rhodesia is the
most peaceful country in the world. I know of no country where
you can travel with greater security than there—and all this after -
a comparatively short administration. There are astonishingly
few European officials in the country, and one may go into a
vast district of a hunderd thousand or more natives and find the
only white man there is a boy from Oxford or Cambridge, who
has the whole district completely under his control and is obeyed
implicity, although he has no force behind his back.

I had a long talk once with a Roman Catholic French Bishop
who had lived there thirty years, or before the British occupa-
tion. I asked him what the natives thought of the British rule,
and he said that they regarded it as ideal in comparison with
anything they had ever known before. In fact, he added, there
was only one thing they objected to, and that was paying
taxes. But that is a great testimony to the effect of British
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rule in these countries. Whether the natives will be as con-
tented in the future as they are now remains to be proven. But
if one takes the analogy of India or Egypt, it seems to me quite
probable that, in a generation or two, they will forget all about
past miseries, and will merely do what everybody else does,
put all their personal grievances and troubles on to the Govern-
ment of the day. That is what has happened in India and
Africa and Egypt.

- Such is Northern Rhodesia under the British South African
Company, which is the last of those great trading companies,
like the British East India, the Hudson Bay, the Royal Nigeria
and other companies which have done so much to develop the
British Empire. I think we may well be proud of the results
achieved by that great Empire builder, Cecil Rhodes and his
associates.

The story of Northern Rhodesia is really but a repetition of
what has taken place in other dependencies. Before the British
came there was battle, murder and sudden death; there was
poverty and misery. After the British took over the adminis-
tration there was peace, prosperity and happiness. And think
of the vastness of the dependencies ruled by the British Empire
to-day. There is India with over three hundred million in-
habitants, Egypt with over twelve million, Ceylon, Nigeria,
the West Indies and a host of other territories, the population
of which numbers in all over four hundred million souls, and the
responsibility of all this has to be borne by the British Empire,
for if we were to leave these countries they would fall back into
anarchy. There can be no question that at the present time
they are incapable of governing themselves.

Lord Roberts told a story of a conversation he once had
with a well-known Indian lawyer. He asked this lawyer what
would happen supposing the cry of India for the Indians were
to be taken literally by the British Government, and they were
to leave that country. The Indian lawyer replied, “You know
the Zoological Gardens at Calcutta. Suppose you were to
open all the cages and went away for a time and then returned,
you would find only one animal left, the Bengal tiger. That’s
what would happen to India.” And when Lord Roberts asked
who was the Bengal tiger, the reply came, “The Mohammedan
from the North.”
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There is a good deal of truth in that and it is a truth one
is apt to forget, because there are so many people who cavil at
British rule without understanding what it means. But this
responsibility, I venture to think, is not ours in England alone.
It is yours too. It is an Imperial responsibility, for it was not
my ancestors only, but your ancestors just as much, who won
these lands for the British Empire, and it seems to me that the
responsibility rests on the Anglo-Saxon-Norman races and it is
one, I venture to think, which thay have inherited and cannot
repudiate without being false to all the best traditions of their
glorious past.
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THE POSITION OF THE FRENCH
LANGUAGE IN CANADA

By ARMAND LAVERGNE, M.L.A.

defence of one official language of the country by (with some

risk) using the other; but there is method in my madness,and
I have accepted the request to speak in English so that I should
be able to reach everyone in this audience. I am afraid, of course,
that owing to my reputation, what I have to say may hurt
some of those present or tread upon some prejudices, but I
hope to be forgiven in advance. I have come here to express
frankly my ideas and opinions, as I understand that to be the
object of a Canadian club; and also because I believe that
frankness of expression is one of the surest ways to mutual
understanding. And in that understanding we shall have
plenty of work in common for the prosperity, the union and
harmony of Canada.

My subject presents itself under three aspects. First, what
are the rights of the French language in Canada; second, to
examine how those rights have been respected and practised;
and finally, if bi-lingualism is a danger or a source of strength .
to our country. Of course one could find the first right of the
French language in any country or any language in natural
law—the right of a man to speak the language taught him by
his mother. But in this country the position is different. I
have referred back to the treaties of 1759, 1760 and 1763, the
Treaty of Paris, and I find no grounds there for the legal right
to the use of the French language in Canada. But after the
conquest, as a matter of fact and of necessity, French was used
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was introduced substantially by Richelieu in 1627, and remained
practically unchanged until 1854 in a great part of Quebec.

Not only did a Seignior when he succeeded to his estate pay
homage to the King or other feudal superior (for subinfeudation
was by no means unknown), but when he sold or transferred his
seigniory he was obliged to pay a part, usually (at least in theory)
a fifth part, of the purchase money to such superior. He also had
the glorious privilege of being eligible to be appointed a member
of the Superior Council—if the authorities saw fit,—he might
also have a commission in the militia—for in time of war all the
inhabitants of Canada might be called upon to do service in the
army under the Governor or other commander. Very often he
did not own his land in the fullest sense—frequently, indeed
generally, the Crown reserved mines, minerals, oak-timber and
masts for ship-building, such lands as might be required for mili-
tary purposes, and the like.

The Seigniors had in theory the right of dispensing justice,
but that right was exercised by very few, and very seldom even
by them—it did not pay.

The habitant as “censitaire” (tenant, though the words are
not quite synonymous) was under many feudal obligations famil-
iar to readers of Blackstone—for example, he was bound to take
his grain for domestic use to be ground at the Seignior’s mill, and
to pay a part of such grain, usually one-fourteenth, for such
grinding. If he went to another mill, that did not relieve him
from paying his Seignior all the same and his punishment might
be even greater, for in one judgment it was provided that a habi-
tant who took grain to any mill other than his own Seignior’s
should be liable to have the grain and the vehicle carrying it
confiscated by the Seignior. If a habitant, being the feudal in-
ferior, desired to dispose of the land which he held, he was
obliged to pay a substantial part—in theory, one-twelfth—of the
purchase money to the Seignior; and worse, the Seignior might
himself, in order to prevent being defrauded, take the land within
forty days of the sale. He was liable to the corvée, or forced
labor, for his Seignior, as in France; he must give the Seignior
one fish out of every eleven of those caught in seigniorial waters;
wood and stone might be taken from his land by the Seignior to
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build or repair manor-house, church or mill. Some few Seigniors
had also a seignorial oven, to which the habitant must go with
his baking.

But while the peasants had no part in the government of the
country, and were inferiors, their lot was immensely superior to
that of their brethren in the old land, as they themselves were
essentially superior to the peasants of old France in intelligence
and manners.

The Seignior’s lot might not be thought a very happy one—
removed as he was thousands of miles away from Paris and
seldom with one of his own rank with whom to associate.

But they all loved Canada—“O! Canada, mon pays, mes
amours”’—as their descendants do still—and no one can under-
stand the depth of that devotion who has not mingled with “les
Canadiens.”

They were free, bold and adventurous, frugal, industrious
and moral; and made the very best soldiers for the kind of coun-
try in which they were called upon to fight.

Next to, if not indeed sometimes above the Seignior, was the
curé—sometimes the only one in a seigniory except (or possibly
not even excepting) the Seignior who could read and write. The
essentially religious character of the French-Canadian is seen
in the high place the curé held in his regard—a place which is
little lower now than it was a century and a half ago. Indeed it
has been said that the Canadian curé exercised in Canada the
power in France of the King, the noble and the priest.

But neither priest nor peasant had any part in making the
laws by which they both were governed; their government was
arbitrary and military; they were accustomed to obey their
superiors—and anything more unlike a constitution in our latter
day sense than was the mode of government of that happy and
fearless people it would be hard to find.

In 1759 Quebec was taken by Wolfe, and the first period of
Canadian Constitutional history came to an end. All Canada in
1760 was under the power of Britain, and the military com-
manders in the army of the conquerors governed the land as a
conquered country. But the religion of the Canadians was not
interfered with. Catholics as they were, and their conquerors
belonging to a Protestant nation, their law based upon the Civil
Law of Rome was administered by a conqueror whose law was
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that schools can be regarded as national, which are opposed to
the belief of 40 per cent. of the population and to the language
of 30 per cent. If there is a British principle it is that it goes
against the non-sectarian schools, a principle not recognized
in England and with but one object—to cut off the child from
the faith of its father and the language of its mother. What
would be the consequence if Quebec were to retaliate and treat
the minority in this Province as the French minorities are treated
in the other Provinces? I say it would be an injustice, and al-
though I am supposed to be an extremist, as long as I had a
voice left I would raise it against such an injustice to the minority
in Quebec. If such a thing were done in Quebec, “Ulster would
fight, and,” I think, “‘ Ulster would be right.”

The second class of grievances suffered by the French lan-
guage in this country is perhaps not so serious, but still of a
humiliating nature. They are of two classes, those they have
suffered at the hands of the officials of this country and those
which without being actually official are semi-official. Although
by the letter of the constitution of this country the two languages
in the Acts of the Dominion Parliament and in the different
Departments at the Federal House should be equal, you will
find everywhere that a knowledge of English is required of
French Canadians, but you will never find that a knowledge of
French is demanded from the English people. In fact, many of
the Departments ignore the use of the French language. For
instance, you will find the Customs House ignores French
entirely. In the Province of Quebec, in districts which are
entirely composed of French Canadians, in the Post Office
Department you will find it very hard, not to say impossible,
to get a receipt from the officials in the language used by the
whole people of the district. I could quote many similar
grievances but will not take time to enumerate them all.

Then there are those which are semi-official, which do
not come from the Government but come from public utilities
subsidized by the Government which, in this Province especially,
take three-fourths of their revenue from the French speaking
population and yet ignore totally the official language of this
Province. To remedy this, I proposed a Bill in the Quebec
Legislature which I was told would create a revolution. 1 was
told by people who should know better that it was based on
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fanaticism. But the Lavergne Bill was passed and I have not
heard of any revolution or civil war between the French and
English on its account. I was told that the great companies
would be ruined on account of the additional expense of printing
in both languages in this Province their official documents to
the public. But the law has been carried out so far and I have
not heard that the C.P.R. or Grand Trunk have been ruined
by it. On the contrary the C.P.R. was the first to acknowledge
the justice of that law, which was called forth by petitions
signed by 600,000 Canadians of both languages in this and other
Provinces, at its head being the name of the Lord Bishop of
Quebec. In fact, the principle of the law was already on'our
statute and I find it in the Railway Act passed by the Federal
Government, at Clauses 243, 271, 312 and 394. The Lavergne
Law was merely carrying to its logical conclusion the principle
admitted by the Statutes of Quebec. A similar law exists in
other countries, such as Belgium and Switzerland, and also in
other British Colonies. In fact, in Egypt the official stamps of
the Government are in both languages. And further in that
new sister colony of the Empire, the South African Dominion,
where so shortly since war was raging, three years ago the Boers
were granted the privilege of having their official language recog-
nized in Parliament, and the official stamps and bills issued by
the Government in both languages—privileges denied the French
Canadians after 150 years of common life, fighting and work
for this country. I have been told by a great Canadian that
this was the policy of a little Canadian. It may be so, and it
may sound a detail; but why should a Canadian object that
even a postage stamp going round the world should carry the
message that in this Dominion of ours, it is officially stamped
that each race recognizes the rights and privileges of the other;
and thus carry throughout the world the message of Canadian
unity and patriotism?

I understand to a certain extent the sentiment of those who
think it would be better to have only one language in this
country. I would not say that I share that view, but I under-
stand and respect it. But did it ever strike you that the French
population of this country might have similar ideas? I have
been told that there is in this country a school which says that
Canada must be English even at the cost of ceasing to be British.
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land, British Columbia, Manitoba, and the great west came in,
and we had to provide postal service for the great lone land.
Some years ago there were barely ten post offices in the west,
while to-day you will find ten thousand post offices west of Lake
Superior. In 1863 the postal distance covered by the mail car-
riers of Canada was 13,267,000 miles. Last year we carried the
mails for a distance of 46,773,527 miles—a significant proof of
the advancement of Canada during the past twenty-five years.

The two distinguishing facts in the history of Canadian Post
Office service since 1867 are, first, the adhesion of Canada to the
Postal Union in 1878 and, second, the adoption of the Imperial
Penny Postage in 1898. The Postal Union is a great institution
in which Canada takes a leading part. Through .its work your
letters can be sent over the whole world for five cents, and there
are men here who remember when they had to pay as much as
five dollars for a letter. To-day they go all over Europe for five
cents and to England for two cents. Formerly a letter to Aus-
tralia, Africa or India would take sixteen cents, and to the
Spanish Republic in South America forty cents. To-day stick a
five-cent stamp on an envelope and you can reach the limits of
the world, and this is the result of Canada’s adhesion to the
Postal Union. And thanks to the Imperial Penny Postage, for
two cents you can send letters all over Canada, to Australia or
New Zealand.

And now for the intellectual preference. A few years ago the
Canadian mails were flooded with trashy literature from the
United States. Their yellow literature filled the mining camps,
and during a visit to Cobalt I was struck with the perversity of
some of the literature read by some of the miners and their fami-
lies. I returned to Ottawa and said to some of my colleagues
that if it were possible I would try to revise the Postal Treaty
between Washington and Ottawa. We raised the rate from one
to four cents a pound against the American magazines and, at
the same time, thanks to the action of the British Postmaster-
General, we reduced the rates on British magazines and news-
papers from eight to two cents a pound. The results of that
policy have been gratifying. Where formerly there were very
few bags or baskets of British literature on mail day at Rimouski,
we now receive seven to eight hundred per cent. more. While I
would not encourage magazines and newspapers more than books,
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we must not forget that the great organs of contemporary thought
and the faithful reflectionsof the daily life of a country are its mag-
azines and newspapers. This is shown by the fact that during
the last British elections several of the leading Canadian news-
papers sent representatives over, so as to secure unbiassed news
for Canada, news not tainted by the American Press Association.

This brings me to the question of cable rates. In France,
Japan, Great Britain and other countries the Postmaster-General
is the Minister of all communications, letters, telegrams, tele-
phones and cables, and I claim that we should have the same
system in Canada.

A few days ago we learnt with pleasure that our efforts had
been successful in Great Britain and that the rates on cablegrams
had been reduced on non-urgent cables by one-half. But this is
only a first instalment—we must have cheaper cable rates. If
cheaper rates in postage helped to forge the bonds of Empire, I
claim that cheaper telegraphic rates will forge perhaps even
stronger bonds, and therefore I consider that the last reduction
on cable rates is not sufficient. We need another Rowland Hill
to fight red tape and fight the British Post Office clerks who are
opposed to that measure—then we shall secure cheaper cable
rates; or what is still better, a Government-owned cable between
Canada and Great Britain on the Atlantic as we now have Can-
ada connecting with the other side of the Pacific. With this
achieved we shall be able to get more authentic news of all events
within the Empire, and thus secure a more live interest in its
affairs.
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give the French Canadian a chance to develop his ideas and
language and have his own schools in the Western territories,
you may be assured that they will remain British for all time to
come. Suppose the words of Lord Durham or D’Alton McCarthy
had been carried into effect, and the French Anglicized and
made one people by language and custom and tradition, would
you remember that there are in New England alone in the United
States a million and a half French Canadians? If they had
been Anglicized they would have become Americans. But
keeping their language and customs and traditions they are
still French Canadians, the outpost and vanguard of the French
nationality in the great southern Republic. Surely this argu-
ment should appeal to those who do not want this country to
become a mere copy of the States, and it seems to me that it is
the duty of the English Canadians in'this country to help us to
maintain that language which surely is no dishonor to this
country, which is the language of diplomacy throughout Europe.

It seems to me the duty of our English-speaking compatriots
to help us to maintain this language; and it is their duty—or
otherwise it would seem that the 150 years of common life, 150
years of common efforts to develop this country, would mean
nothing; 150 years of battle fought together hand in hand, where
French and English blood flowed together for the maintenance
of British institutions in this country, would mean nothing. On
the other hand persecution never brought any good, and more
than that, it would be seething the kid in its mother’s milk. If
we want this country to develop, we must cease talking of these
questions which tend to inflame racial and national prejudices.
And you must admit the fact that this Confederation was founded
on compromise by our forefathers, and we are going to stand by
the spirit of those who founded this great Dominion. Anyway
it is too late. French we are in language, and French we are
going to remain. In this you may think I am expressing my
feelings somewhat violently, but I will use the words of a man,
not a French Canadian, who is not worse than the Nationalists
but a representative in this country of the British Crown, the
Duke of Connaught. What were his first words when he des-
cended upon the soil of Quebec? “In England it has been the
fusion of the Anglo-Saxon and the French races which has made
prosperity. In Canada it will be the union of the Anglo-Saxon
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and the French race which will make the prosperity of the
Dominion.” That is all we ask, or rather we want no fusion,
but union; and when we have that, we know that this country
of British institutions will be safe.

It seems that Nature has given us a living and natural exam-
ple of the destiny of our country. At the vety doors of Montreal
there is a great river which divides Quebec from Ontario, and if
you go down that <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>