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I.—SPEAKERS.

Names, Societies, and Pages where the Speeches occur.

[N.B.—Numbers in
(

) signify the number of times the same name appears on

the same page.]

Names. Societies Represented. Pages.

Alcock, F Failsworth 468.

Allan, J Central Board (Scottish Sec-

tion) 2,4,28,55.

Allan, W Scottish C.W.S 508 (2), 532.

Arnold, G Southwell 4()8.

Arola, K Finland .480.

Baker, C. F. W Woolwich 401, 464.

Baines, F Batley 541.

Barnes, A Stratford 477.

Bellew, Sir H. G.,Bart. . Irish Agricultural Organisation

Society 545.

Bentley, H Aylesbury 469, 538.

Bethell, W Woolwich 636.

liJHHPt, r; Central Board (Scottish Sec-

tion) 6, 14,20,23,548.

Blair, Mrs Liverpool 478, 602.

Blakoborough, 8 (Co-operative Newspaper Soc.).499, 541.

Booth, E Central Board (North-Western

Section) 600.

Booth, F. W Hull Printers 604, 680.

Bronnan, E Darlington 468.

Brirrton.J Alloa 477,681.

hriggs, O Leeds 467.

Bruff, P. H Birmingham Printers 468.

Cairns, J. .

.

. Trades Union Congress 67.

Cairns, J Edinburgh (St. Cuthbort's) . . . .687.

i
"



Index.

Names. Societies Represented. Pages.

Chappell, R. R Central Board (Western Sec-

tion) 22.

Charter, W. T Central Board (Southern Sec-

tion) 21, 23, 489, 502.

Cheetham, W St. Helens 493.

Clear, M. H. . . . , Central Board (Southern Sec-

tion) 8.

Cleuet, A. J France 482.

Clewlow, J Stafford 511.

Constable, A. J Peterborough 465.

Cunningham, W Stirling 477.

Curtis, Rev. Professor W.A 27, 554.

Davis, Miss M. L Women's Guild 8.

Davies, R. J Manchester and Salford 458, 491.

Davison, J Central Board (Northern Sec-

tion) 10, 32, 35, 499, 549.

Deans, J President of Congress 38, 56, 57, 58, 59, 61, 458,

460, 467, 470 (2), 475 (4),

479, 482, 489, 497, 500,

503 (2), 504, 506 (2), 608,

544, 549.

Donaldson, R Leith 464.

Donnan, J Dalziel 529.

Douse, W. J Central Board (Midland Sec-

tion) 12, 15,495,539.

Duffy, T. G Cleator Moor 473.

Fairbrother, S Central Board (North-Western

Section) 11.

Fleming, R Central Board (Irish Executive) 17.

Forsyth, T Eccles 469, 540.

Foster, S. R Central Board (North-Western

Section) 630.

Gallacher, W Scottish C.W.S 498.

Gasson, Mrs. M. A Central Board (Southern Sec-

tion) 9, 532.

Gibson, D Manchester and Salford 495.

Gilbert, W. J Central Board (South-Western
Section) 14,

Gill, T. P Aberdeen Free Press 28.

Golightly, A, W Central Board (Southern Sec-

tion) 6, 12, 14, 22, 600,552.



Index. iii.

N'ames.

Goodenough, G. .

.

Greening, E. 0. .

.

Greenwood, J

Greeorv. W

Societies Represented. Pages.

. . . . Central Board (North-Western

Section) 540.

....Central Board (Southern Sec-

tion) 21, 491, ftSfi,

. . . . Central Board (North-Western

Section) 7.

. . . . Central Board (North-Western

Halstead, R

Section) 9, 7, 10, 17, 478, 506, 507,

508 (3), 509 (2), 610 (2).

511 (2), 512.

. . . . Co-operative Productive Fed-

Hanby, J. T

Handysido, R
Harrison, W. G
Haywood, J. P

eration . ! 31 535.

. . . .Horbury 459.

. . . .Glasgow St. George 505.

....Walsall 512,643.

.... North Metropolitan District

Association 473.

Healy, T. A

Henson, J

Holmes, I

Hunter, M
Hyden, G. T

. . . . Leeds 470.

...Birmingham 468,470,497,606,509,643.

. . . Bradford 504.

. . . Clydebank 471.

. . . . National Union of Teachers . . 58.

Jarman, J

Johnson, H
Johnston, J

Keen, H

. . . . Warrington 476.

. . . . Darlington 630.

. . . .Central Board (North-'Western

Section) 3,6,9, 10, 16,20,468,496.

....Edmonton 464, 604.

Kemp, Treasurer .

.

24.

Kenworthy, J. C. .

.

KingscoU, 0. C. .

.

Knox, W.M

. . . .Central Board (North-Westem

Section) 12 (2), 20 (2).

. . .Twerton-on-Avon 469.

...Belfast 644.

Laird, T ...Dublin 646.

Landor, W
Lr>it^)iton, J. • a

. ..Co-operativo Wholesale Society.30, 801.

. . .Woolwich 609, 610.

Lcthaby, T ...Stratford 494.

Lucas, J

MGriffin. W. J. ..

Mc.Innes, D

...Central Board (Scottish Sec-

tion) 13.

. . . Belfast 644.

...Central Board (Midland Sec
tion) 7,64.
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Names.

Maddison, F
MaitlanA, A

Societies Represented. Pages.

. . Blackpool Printers 474, 497, 498.

.Lord Provost of Aberdeen 26, 34, 36.

. . Leicester 541.

I^Iarks J ..Bristol 610.

. International Co-operative

Alliance 27, 59, 493, 505, 500, 533.

. Secretary, Parliamentary Com-
mittee 20.

.Derby 533.

..Central Board (Midland Sec-

tion) 3, 4, 7,

. International Co -operative

Alliance 486, 647.

.Devon District Association. . . .531.

Eccles 539.

Marwell, W

May,H.J

Merchant, E
Millerchip, W

Miiller, Dr. H

Mundy, E. R. S

Novitt, Mrs

Oliver, J

Openshaw, W
PoUitt J

. Gateshead 466.

. . Vice-President 34, 36 (2), 37, 54, 66 (2), 560.

. Central Board (North-Western
Section) 11, 16.

..Central Board (South-Western

Section) 18, 19

..Central Board (Scottish Sec-

tion) 11.

..Central Board (Northern Sec-

tion) 12, 17, 18, 19, 23 (2), 461

(2), 465, 471, 472, 475,

477, 505, 552.

..Central Board (North-Western

Section) 5, 12, 16, 22, 28, 637.

. .Blackpool 464, 505.

. .Pendleton 469, 473, 638.

Prynne, R. R

Purdie,A

Rae, W. R

Redfeam, T

Riley, W
Roberts. A. W
Rosling, K. G
Savage, W. H
Saxton, C. A. W

Scherling, E
Sharpies, J

Shillito, J

. . Sweden 484.

. . Birmingham 464, 529.

..Central Board (Midland Sec-

tion) 6.

. .Germany 483.

. . Blackburn 461.

..Co-operative Wholesale Society.24, 31, 36, 467, 549.

. .Tamworth 476.

..Central Board (Northern Sec-

tion) 20, 467, 469. 538.

Shuttleworth, G
Smith, J



Ikdbx. .

Names.

Stewart, R
Societies Represented. Pages.

Scottish Co-operative Whole-

sale Society 25,28,466,467,647.

Varley, A Co-operative Secretaries' Asso-

ciation 604.

Waring, R .... St. Helens 471,472,475.

Watkins, J. T. ... Tyldesley 529.

Webster. J. G. ... Pioneer Boot Works, London.. 500.

Weir, A. B . . . Scottish Co-operative Whole-

sale Society 540.

Weir, W Glasgow and Suburbs Con-

ference Association 460.

Westbury, H ... Central Board (South-Western

Section) 546.

Wheelhouse, G. . Central Board (North-Western

Section) 463.

Whitehead, A. ... General Secretary, Co-opera-

tive Union 3, 5, 7, 8 (2), 12, 19 (2), 20,

21, 22 (3), 23 (2), 56,

62, 460, 471, 475, 488,

504, 608 (4). 509, 644,

549.

Whiteley, E Manchester and Salford 469, 508 (2). 638.

Wilkie, J. M Central Board (Scottish Sec-

tion) 7,9.14.

Williams, B Central Board (Southern Sec-

tion) 7 (2), 19, 20 (2), 631.

Wimhurst, Mrs. .

Woolfenden, B

Women's Guild 8.

Central Board (North-Western

Wood,E. R

Section 22.

Central Board (Western Sec-

tion) 7,22.

. 0.... Central Board (Midland Sec-

tion 6.

Worley, J. .J

Young, A

. . . Plymouth Printers 468 472.

Edinburgh 660.

Young, J Scottish Co-operative Whole-

sale Societv 496.
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II.—SUBJECTS.

Accounts—
1. Subscriptions from Societies, pp. 685-694.

Ireland, p. 685 ; Midland Section, pp. 685, 686 ; Northern Section, pp. 686,

687 ; North-Western Section, pp. 687-690 ; Scottish Section, pp. 690-

692 ; Southern Section, pp. 692, 693 ; South-Western Section, pp 693,

694 ; Western Section, p. 694.

2. Summary of Receipts and Expenditure

—

Receipts, pp. 696, 696.

Expenditure

—

United Board, pp. 697-700.

Sections—Ireland, p. 700 ; Midland, pp. 701-703 ; Northern, pp. 703,

704 ; North-Western, pp. 705-707 ; Scottish, pp. 707-709 ; Southern,

pp. 709-712 ; South-Western, pp. 712, 713 ; Western, pp. 713-715.

3. Balances, p. 715.

4. Banking Account, p. 715.

5. Liabilities and Assets, p. 718.

6. Hughes Scholarship Fund, p. 716.

7. Neale Scholarship Fund, p. 717.

8. Holyoake Memorial, p. 719.

AuDiTOB (Co-operative Union)—Appointment of, p. 544. Resolution, p. 565.

Central Board of the Co-operative Union—

Luncheon, pp. 23-28.

Speakers—Treasurer Kemp, G. Bisset, J. Shillito, R. Stewart, Lord Provost

of Aberdeen, W. Maxwell, Professor Curtis, T. Redfearn, T. P. Gill.

Meeting before Congress, pp. 1-23. Resolutions, p. 566.

Subjects Discussed and Speakers

—

1. North Western Sectional Board, Foreign Congress, p. 2—W. Gregory,

J. Johnston.

2. Future Propaganda, p. 3—A. Whitehead, W. Millerchip, J. Allan, T.

Redfearn, G. Woodhouse, J. Johnston, G. Bisset, C. A. W. Saxton,

' A. W. Golightly, B. Williams, D. Mc.Innes, W,- Gregory, E. R.

Wood, J. M. Wilkie, J. Greenwood, M. H. Clear.

3. Grant to Women's Guild, p. 8—A. Whitehead, Mrs. Wimhurst, Miss

Davies, Mrs. Gasson, J. Johnston, J. M. Wilkie, W. Gregory, J.

Davison, A. Purdie, J. Poilitt, S. Fairbrother, T. Redfearn, W. J.

Douse, J. C. Kenworthy, A. W. Golightly.



Index. vii.

4. Question of Permanent Teacher at Holyoake House, p. 12—W. R. Rae,

J. Lucas, G. Bisset, A. W. Golightly, J. M. Wilkie, W. J. Gilbert,

W. J. Douse, T. Redfeam, J. Johnston, J. Pollitt, W. Gregory, R.

Fleming, W. R. Rae.

5. Appointment on British University Jomt Committee, p. 18—R. R.

Prynne, W. R. Rae.

6. Training of Employes, p. 19—B. Williams, W. R. Rae.

7. Loans to Societies, p. 19—R. R. Prynne, A. Whitehead.

8. Parliamentary Matter, p. 19—A. Whitehead, J. C. Kenworthy, H. J.

May.

9. The Strike at Leicester, p. 20—B. Williams, A. Whitehead.

10. Credit Trading, p. 20— J. Johnston, J. C. Kenworthy, G. Bissett, J.

Smith.

11. The Union's Publications, p. 21—W. T. Charter, A. Whitehead.

12. Co-operation with other Forces, p. 21—E. 0. Greening, A. Whitehead,

B. Woolfenden, R. R. Chappell, A. W. Golightly, E. R. Wood.

13. Memorial to the Rochdale Pioneers, p. 22—A. Whitehead, T. Rodfearn,

W. T. Charter.

14. University Scholarships, p. 23—W R. Rae, A. Whitehead.

Meeting during Congress. Resolutions, p. 567. New Board—Members,

pp. 62-64.

Civic Welcome, pp. 34-87—W. Openshaw, Lord Provost of Aberdeen.

Vote of thanks to the Lord Provost, p. 35—J. Davison, J. Shillito.

Concert and Public Meeting, pp. 651-558. Speakers—W. R. Rae, A. W.
Golightly.

CONOBESS

—

Chairman, Introduction of—W. GjMsnshaw, p. 37.

Paper Read

—

"The Best Means of Developing the Productive Side of the Movement,*

by W. G. Harrison, pp. 612-529.

Discussion, pp. 529-544. Speakers—J. Donnan, J. T. Watkins, W. H.

Savage, F. W. Booth, 8. R. Foster. H. Johnnon, E. R. S. Mundy,
J. Breroton, B. Williams. W. Allan, Mni. M. A. GaHson.E. Merchant,

W. Maxwell, R. Halstcad, E. O. Greening, W. Itothel, J. Cairns,

T. Redfeam, E. Whiteley, A. W. Roberts, J. Smith, H. Bentley.

W. J. Douse, Mrs. Novitt, A. H. Weir, T. Forsyth, G. Goodenough,

F. Baines, S. Blakeborough, A. Munn, J. Hunson.

Reply by Mr. Harrison, p. 648. Resolution, p. 565.



viiL Index.

CONORKSS

—

Place of next Meeting, p. 544. Resolution, p. 565. Speakers—W. J. McGriffin,

W. M. Knox, T. Laird, Sir H. G. Bellew, Bart.

Proceedings at

—

Preliminar}', pp. 1-32.

Regular, pp. 33-550.

Resolutions, pp. 6C4, 565.

Sittings-

First Day, Morning, p. 33. Afternoon, p. 461. Evening, p. 479.

Second Day. Morning, p. 488. Afternoon, p. 503.

Third Day, Morning, p. 535.

Co-operative Societies—Returns of Trade, pp. 568-665.

Deputatioks—

1. Foreign Representatives, p. 56. Evening Session, p. 479.

2. Trades Union Congress, p. 67. J. Cairns.

3. National Union of Teachers, p. 58. G. T. Hyden.

4. International Co-operative Alliance, p. 59. W. Maxwell and Dr. Hans Miiller,

Educational Session, pp. 560, 561.

Speakers—E. Booth, A. Young.

Excursions—
To Balmoral—p. 562.

Exhibition—
Opening Ceremony, pp, 28-32.

Addresses—J. Allan, R. Stewart, D. Lander, R. Halstead, J. Shillito J.

Davison.

Greetings—
Foreign Countries, p. 56.

Sons of Temperance, p. 467.

Inaugural Address, pp. 38-54.

Vote of Thanks, p. 54—W. Openshaw, D. Mc.Innes, J. Allan.

Reply—J. Deans, p. 66.

International Session, p. 479.

Speakers—J. Deans. Dr. Hans Miiller.

Finland—Mr. K. Arola, p. 480.

France—Mr. A. J. Cleuet, p. 482.

Germany—Mr. E. Scherling, p. 483.

Sweden—Mr. K. G. Rosling, p. 484.



Index.

Presentations—

To the Lord Provoit of Aberdeen, p. 35.

To President of Congress, p. 549.

To Vice-President of Congress, p. 549.

To Opener of Exhibition, pp. 31, 32.

To Chairman at opening of Exhibition, pp. 31, 32.

Productive Societies—Returns of Trade, pp. 666-684.

Report of the Central Board (including Summarised Report of Women's
Co-operative Guild). Subjects and Appendices, pp. 65-457.

1. Societies registered under the Industrial and Provident Societies Act, 1893.

p. 65.

2. (General Progress of our Movement, p. 66. Appendix I., p. 141.

3. Wholesale Societies, p. 67.

4 Distributive Co-operative Societies, p. 68,

5. Co-operative Production, p. 68

6. Farming by Co-operative Societies, p. 69. Appendix II., p. 144.

7. Agricultural Supply and Distribution, p. 70. Appendix III., p. 147.

8. Small Savings or Penny Banks, p. 72.

9. Co-operative Insurance, p. 72.

10. Co-operative Journals, p. 74.

11. New Societies Registered in 1912, p. 75. Appendix IV., p. 156.

12. Societies Dissolved or Amalgamated in 1912, p. 77. Appendix V., p. 167.

13. .Societies Affiliated to the Union, during 1912, p. 77.

14. Societies which have withdrawn during 1912, p. 78.

15. Summary of Members, p. 78.

16. United Board, p. 78.

17. The Office Committee, p. 79.

18. Committees of the Union, p. 79.

19. Committee on Education, pp. 80-88. Appendix VI., p. 174.

20. Joint Propaganda Committee, p. 89.

21. Joint Parliamentary Committee, pp. uo 'ji>.

22. Joint Exhibitions Committee, p. 96.

29. Joint Committee of Trade-unionists and Co-operatort, p. 97

-'4. Co-operative Defence Committee, p. 98.

2j. Committee on Credit Trading, p. 99.



X. Index.

26. Honorary Members, p. 100.

27. Deceased Members of the Board, p. 101.

28. Reports of the Sections, pp. 101-106.

29. Transfer of Societies, p. 106.

30. Receipts and Expenditure, p. 107.

31. Contributions from Societies, p. 108.

32. Invested Funds, p. 109.

33. New Central Premises, p. 109.

34. New Publications, p. 110.

35. Minimum Wage, pp. 110-114. Appendix VII., p. 190.

36. Overlapping, p. 114.

37. Memorial to Mr. J. C. Gray, p. 115. Appendix VIII., p. 192.

38. Agricultural Co-operation and its Relation to Distributive Co-operative

Societies, p. 116. Appendix IX., p. 197.

39. Rise in Prides of Commodities, pp. 116-122.

40. Co-operation with other Forces, p. 122.

41. Pioneers of Rochdale, p. 124.

42 Copyright Rules of the Union
, p. 124.

43. The Scholarships of Oriel College, p. 125.

44. The Blandford Memorial, p. 125.

45. Foreign Congress, p. 126. Appendix X., p. 213.

46. The Trades Union Congress, p. 126. Appendix XI , p. 234.

47. The National Union of Teachers, p. 127. Appendix XII., p. 235.

48. The Women's Guilds, p. 127. Appendix XIII., p. 236.

49. The International Co-operative Alliance, p. 127. Appendix XIV., p. 251.

50. Congress Regulations, p. 127.

51 The Congress of 1914, p. 129.

52. Deceased Co-operators, p. 130.

DISCUSSION ON THE REPORT, pp. 368-612.

1. Agricultural Supply and Distribution, p. 468—J. J. Worley.

2. Committee on Education, p. 458—R. J. Davies, J. T. Hanby, A. W. Roberts,

G. C. Kingscott. T. Forsyth, W. Weir, C. F. W. Baker, J. Sharpies, W. R.

Rae, G. Wheolhouse, E. Brennan, R. Donaldson, H. Keen, W. H. Savage,

W. Riley, A. J. Constable. Resolution, p. 564.



Ind£X. xi.

3. Industrial and Provident Societies (Amendment) Bill, p. 465— R. Stewart,

J. Oliver, G. Briggs. Resolution, p. 564.

4. Conmiittee on Credit Trading, p. 467—J. Smith, J. Shillito, J. Johnston,

F. Alcock, G. Arnold, J. Henson, F. H. Bruff, E. Whiteley, H. Bentley.

Resolution, p. 564.

5. Honorary Members, p. 469. Resolution, p. 564.

6. Deceased Members of the Board, p. 470—J. Deans.

7. Transfer of Societies, p. 470—J. Deans. Resolution, p. 565.

8. Contributions from Societies, p. 470—T. A. Healy, J, Henson, A. Whitehead

W. R. Rae.

9. The Minimum Wage, p. 471—R. Waring, M. Hunter, J. J. Worley, W. R.

Rae, A. W. Roberts, T. G. Duffy, J. P. Haywood, Mrs. A. Blair,

F. Maddison, G. Shuttleworth.

10. Agricultural Co-operatiou, p. 475—J. Deans. Resolution, p. 565.

11. Rise in Prices of Commodities, p. 476—J. Jarman, J. Brereton, W. R. Rae,

A. Barnes, W. Cunningham, W. Gregory.

12. Fusion with other Forces, p. 488 -A. Whitehead, J. Deans, W. T. Charter,

R. J. Davies, E. O. Greening, W. Cheetham, W. Maxwell, T. Lethaby, W.
J. Douse, D. Gibson, J. Young, J. Johnston, J. Henson, W. Gallacher, F.

Maddison, J. Davison, S. Blakeborough, A. W. Golightly, J G. Webster,

W. Lander, Mrs. A. Blair. Resolution, p. 565.

13. The Pioneers of Rochdale, p. 503—J. Deans, A. Varley, H. Keen.

14. Oriel Scholarships, p. 604—1. Holmes, F. W. Booth, A. Whitehead. W. R.

Rae.

15. International Co-operative Alliance, p. 505- R. Handyside, W. Maxwell,

W. Riley, J. Deans, J. Henson.

16. Deceased Co-operators, p. 506—J. Deans.

17. Rules of the Union, p. 606—W. Gregory, E. Whiteley, A. Whitehead, W.
Allan, J. Henson, J. Leighton, J. Marks, J. Clcwlow.

Rki'ohts of thk Skctions—

1. Ireland- pp. 254.267.

Report of the Irish Conference Absociution, p. 254.

2. Midland Section, pp. 258-281.

Sectional Board, pp. 258-260.

District Associations—Northampton and Karls Burton, p. 261 ; Kettering

and Wellingborough, p. 203 ; Leicester, p. 266 ; Coventry, p. 266; Birming-

ham, p. 2G8 ; Stafford, p. 270 ; I^erby, p. 272 ; Nottingham, p. 274

;

Lincoln, p. 276.
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3. Northern Section, pp. 282-298.

Sectional Board, pp. 282-287.

District Associations—North Northumberland, p. 287 ; South Northumber-

land, p. 288 ; Cumberland and Westmorland, p. 289 ; West Durham and

South Northumberland, p. 291 ; East Durham, p. 292 ; South Durham,

p. 293 ; South Durham and North Riding of Yorkshire, p. 295.

4. North-Western Section, pp. 299-341.

Sectional Board, pp. 299-309.

District Associations—Airedale, p. 310; Bolton, p. 311; Calderdale, p. 313;

Cheshire and North Wales, p. 314 ; "Dewsbury, p. 316; East Yorkshire,

p. 318 ; Huddersfield, p. 320 ; Macclesfield, Crewe and District, p. 322

;

Manchester, p. 3^4 ; North-East Lancashire, p. 327 ; North Lancashire,

p. 328; North Lonsdale, p. 330; Oldham, p. 332; Rochdale, p. 333;

Rossendale, p. 334 ; South Yorkshire, p. 336.

5. Scottish Section, pp. 342-402.

Sectional Board, pp. 342-352.

District Associations—Ayrshire, p. 859 ; Border Counties, p. 362 ; Central,

p. 366; East of Scotland, p. 370; Falkirk, p. 376; Fife and Kinross,

p. 380; Forfarshire, Perthshire, and Aberdeenshire, p. 384; Glasgow

and Suburbs, p. 389 ; Renfrewshire, p. 395 ; Stirling, West of Fife, and

Clackmannan, p. 398.

6. Southern Section, pp. 403-427.

Sectional Board, pp. 403-408.

District Associations—North Metropolitan, p. 409 ; South Metropolitan,

p. 410; Kent, p. 412; Sussex, p. 414; Hants., p. 415; Wilts, and

Dorset, p. 416 ; Oxford and Bucks., p. 418 ; Cambridge and Bedford,

p. 421 ; Norfolk, p. 422 ; Essex and Suffolk, p. 424.

7. South-Western Section, pp. 428-442.

Sectional Board, pp. 428-431.

District Associations—Bristol and Somerset, p. 431 ; Devon, p. 434

;

Cornwall, p. 439.

8. Western Section, pp. 443-457.

Sectional Board, pp. 443-446.

District Associations—Gloucester and Hereford, p. 447 ; Brecon,

Monmouth, and East Glamorgan, p. 449 ; West Wales, p. 452 ; INIid-

Glamorgan, p. 454.

Reports op Sectional Educational Committees' Associations—
Midland, p. 278 ; Northern, p. 296 ; North-Western, p. 338 ; Scottish,

p. 353 ; Southern, p. 425 ; • South-Western, p. 441 ; Western, p. 456.

Resolutions of Conghess, pp. 564, 565.



IXDEX. Xiii.

Sunday Sbbvicbs, pp. 563-660.

Speaker—Rev. Professor W. A. Curtis.

Tillers, p. 62—T. Wood, W. H. Bryant, A. Bullock, W. T. Charter, W. J.

Gilbert, A. Hainsworth, J. C. Kenwortky, J. Murdoch, A. O'Neil, J. Pollitt,

F. Rankin, C. A. W. Saxton, and G. Wilson. Resolution, p. 664,

Thanks, Votes of—
General, p. 546- H. Westbury, R. Stewart, G. Bisset

Special, p. 549—J. Shillito, J. Davison.

Reply, p. 549—J. Deans, W, Openshaw.

Women's Guilds—
I. England and Wales—Summary of Report, pp. 236-242.

n. Scotland—Summary of Report, pp. 2i3-249.

III. Ireland—pp. 249, 250.



List of Delegates and Representatives

Present at the Congress.

(1) Representatives of other Countries.

Finland.—Co-operative Union : Mr. Kaarle Arola.

Prance.—Co-operative Union and Co-operative Wholesale Society: Mr. A. J. Cleuet.

Gkbkant.—Co-operative Wholesale Society : Messrs. C. Riemann and E, Scherling. Union of

German Distributive Societies: Mr. H. Bastlein.

SwBDKN.—Co-operative Wholesale Society : Messrs. J. W. Hedborg and K. G. Rosljng.

(2) Representatives from other Bodies, &c.

Intebnationai. Co-operative Alliance—Mr. W. Maxwell and Dr. Hans Muller.

Trades Union Congress.—Mr. J. Cairns.

l^TioNAL Union of Teachers.-Mr. G. T. Hyden.

Labour Department, Board of Trade.— Mr. J. J. Dent.

Registry of Friendly Societies.—Mr. H. C. Souter.

(3) Members of the Central Board, other than those delegated by
Societies.

Irish Executive.—Messrs. H. Archer (Dublin) and R. Fleming (Belfast).

Midland Section.—Messrs. G. Bastard (Leicester), J. Butcher (Rugby), S. Butler (Long
Eaton), W. .J. Douse (Nottingham), G. Harris (Lincoln), J. Langley (Kettering), W.
Millerchip (Walsall), J. Millington (Birmingham), P. Rankin (Derby), C. A. W.
Saxton (Worcester), and E. L. Griffiths (Hon. Member).

Northern Section.—Messrs. J. Davison (Bedlington), S. Galbraith (Durham), J. Murdocli
(Workington), W. R. Rae (Sunderland), W. Scott (Blaydon), J. Smith (Middles-
brough), T. Thompson (North Shields), and W. Clayton (Secretary).

North-Western Section.— Messrs. E. Booth (Wooldale), W. Dewhurst (Colne), J. Dickinson
(Cark-in-Cartmel), 8. Fairbrother (Bolton), S.R.Foster (Bingley), G, Goodenough
(Castleftfrd), J. Greenwood (Hebden Bridge), W. Gregory (Preston), S. C. Hnghes
(Brymbo), .J. Johnston (Manchester), J. C. Kenworthy (Stocksbridge), J. E. Kilburn
(Dewsbury), J. Lowe (Crewe), J. Morrell (Bradford), J. PoUilt (Swinton), T. Red-
fearn (Heckmondwike), J. Shepherd (Rawtenstall), H. Stuttard (Oldham), B.
Woolfenden (Rochdale), and J. Bradshaw (Secretary).

BcoTTiBH Section.-Messrs. J. Allan (Glasgow), J. Deans (Kihnarnock), J. Lochhead (Edin-
burgh), J. Lucas (Shi'ttleston), J. Patterson (Burntisland), A. Purdie (Edinburgh),
J. M. Wilkie (Greenock), and G. Wilson (Bannockburn).

SocTHEKN Section.—Messrs. W, T. Charter (Cambridge), M. H. Clear (Sheerness), 8. Foulger
(Ipswich), A. W. Golightly (London E.), A. Hainsworth (Woolwich), R. Rowsell
(Reading), B. Williams (Letchworth), and H. J. May (Secretary).

Socth-Webtern Section.— Messrs. A. Bullock (Bedminster), W. J. Gilbert (Plymouth), C.
Vaughan (Plymouth), and H. Westbury (Bridgwater).

Western Section.-Messrs. W. H. Bryant (Blaenavon), R. R. Chappell (Gloucester), J R.
Davies (Swansea), D. Evans (Tredegar), L. W. Richards (Blaina^, and E. R. Wood
(Ton Pentre).

General Secretary.—Mr. A. Whitehead.



List of Dblbgatbs.

(4) Delegates from Societies and Conference Associations.

NAXK OP SOCIETY.

1 Abcrdare

2 Aberdeen Northern

3 Abergavenny
4 Abersychan and Talywain.

5 Acorington and Church .

6 Airedale Worsted Manufacturing .

7 Alloa

8 Alltwen and Pontardawe

9 Alva Bazaar
10 Andrews Watch Manufacturing.
11 Annfleld Plain

12 Annesley Woodhouse.
18 Arbroath Ekiuitoble . .

.

14 High Street

.

If) Armadale
16 Ashford
17 Ashington Industrial

18 Ashton-under-Lyne .

.

19 Aspatria Industrial

90 Avalon Boot and Shoe (Rothwell)
21 Avonbank
aa Aylesbury

38 Bamfurlong..,
S4 Banbury ....

S6 Bannockbam

26 Bamsif«7

27 Barrhead

38 Barrow-in-PumeM

DKLEOATBS.

Davies, J.

Edwards, D.
Adan, J.
Bisset, a.
Clark, J.
Keir, J.

Palmer, D.
Wilson, G.
Beard, S. T.
Cotton, H. D.
Harvey, D.
Silcock, J.
Brownbill, O.
Brownbill, W.
Greenwood, A.
Pollard, J. E.
Clough, E.
Bayne, J.

Brereton, J.
Fyfe, W.
Stevenson, A.
Wilson, D. C.
James, G. J.
Williams, D. T.
Leckie, T. L.
Andrews. W.
Ainsley, M.
Porster, W.
Webster, A. W.
Littlejohn, D.
Spence, D.
Adam, D.
Crammond, D.
Nimmo, W.
Crust, W. A.
Sample, E.
Tilley, J. R.
Garside, T.
Garside, Mrs. T.
Mellor, J W.
Smith, H.
Thompson, J.
Thompson, Mrs. J.
Douglas, J.
Wilson, A.
Tebbut, K.
Black, J.

Bentley, H.

Unsworth, J.
Lickonsh, W. H.
Barr, J.
Lyon. A. D.
Beardsall, J. O.
Elliott, J.
GUIeghan, M.
Qrewi, W. H. E.
Tune, E.
Whpelhouse, O.
Clark, J.

Gallntly, J. C.
McCredle, J.
Olarkson, J.
Msyn«, i.
Mclntee. A.



List op Delegates.

NAME OF SOCIETY.

28 Barrow-in-Fumes8

29 Barwell

80 BaUigate

31 BaUey ..

Bedlington

Belfast ....

84 Beilsbill and Mossend.

35 Berkhamsted
36 Billington and Whalley
37 Bingley

38 Birkenhead

39 Birkenshaw

40 Binningbam Industrial

41
42 Birstall.

43 Biitley

Printers

,

44 Bishop Auckland

45 Blackburn—Industrial

40 Blackpool

47 „ Printers
48 Blaenavon

49 Blaina

DELEOATKS.

M) Blan tyre

Minshall, J
Newbold, T.
Walker, A.
Geary, G.
Herbert, E.
Turner. W.
Wilson, W.
Baines, F.
Kershaw, J.

Kershaw, Mrs. J.
Parr, T. S.

Scafe, G. W.
Thomson, T. H.
Lee, R.
Smith, R.
Hunter, A.
Knox, W. M.
Lander, P,
M'GufRn, W. J.
McAuslin, T.
Waugh, J.

Blackwell, G. C,
Dawson, F.
Bradley. W.
Brista, D.
Hartley, W.
bmith, J. T.
Coombes, F. J.

Holdsworth, W,
Read, W.
Russell, C. H.
Score, W.H.
Holmes, R.
Pickles, A.
Cardinal, T. H.
Diddams, G.
Hanson, .J.

Savage, W. H.
Williams, Mrs.
Wilson. H.
Bruff, F. H.
Bianc'hfield, E.
Butterfield, G. W.
Hardy. R. W.
Ryle. J.

Ryle. Mrs. J.
Smith, W.
Smith Mrs. W.
Brown. R.
Hall, J.

Hindmarch, J.
Parkin R.
Hoiiwood, J.

Sharpies, J.

SharpUs. Mrs. J.

Haworth, E.
Haworth, Mrs. E.
Parr, J.

Riley, W;
Williams, F. A.
Maddison, F.
Rogers, W.
Scott, A.
Davies, J. P.
Jefteries, J.

Jones, J.

Jones, J.

Lloyd, J. D.
Pembro, T. R.
Galloway, J.



List op Delegates.

NAXB OF SOCIETY.

50 Blantyre
51 Blaydon-on-Tyne .

53 Boldon Industrial.

58 Bo'ness

54 Boston

55 Bradford, Cabinetmakers

,

56 „ City of

57 Brandon and Byshottles

68 Breciiin EquitabYe

59 Bridge of Weir
60 Brigboase

61 BrigbUju

Brightside and Carbrook

r>3 Bristol

•»

M Bromley and Crays

66 Broombill
60 Broxburn.

61 Buokhav
68 Bulwell

.

69 Burnley.

70 „ BeKHelp Manufacturing.
71 Bnmti»lAnd
7-2 Burton-on-Trent

74 Bunl

76 Bury

Port

DBLSOATBB.

Heggison, T.
Cook. Q. C.
Penwick, R.
Clark. G. W.
Hartshome, W. J.
Downie, G.
Galloway, A.
Akrell, H. P.
Rylatt, J. M.
Knowles, R.
Demnan, P.
Durrans. T. VV.
Green, P.
Holmes, I.

Mallison, J.
Smith, E.
Oley, R.
Whiteley, 8.
Fyfe, G.
Henderson, G.
ONeil, A.
Pollock, R.
Eastwood, H.
Eastwood, Mrs. H.
Ibbetson, C. H.
Robinson, E.
Robinson, Mrs. E.
Wood, G.
Bamden, J.

Barnden, Mrs. J.
Dallaway, W.
Wilkinson, W. A.
Blythe, W. A.
Harrison, A. E.
Hemming, T.
Senior, H.
Simpson, R.
Skinner, S. J.
Ewing, J.
Marks, J.

Petherick, W. J.
Dunford, J. H.
Dunford, Mrs. J. H.
McLeod, W. J.
Seward, H.
Young, T. M.
Cossins, W. B.
Parlie, A.
Cooke, D.
Lane, Q. T.
Booth. H. G.
Greenwood, W. T.
Qrindrod, Mrs. M.
ISherwood, W.
Soholfleld, W.
WhiUker. T.
Wood, T.
Patterson, Mrs. J.

Brans, W.
Evans, Mrs. W.
Prentice, P. J.

Prentice, Mnt.
Merrey. C. H.
Eftger.J.
Brooks. O. W.
Hnnt. 8.

Goddartl, H. H.
Hill. W.

P..I.

J



List op Delegates.

KAMK OF 80CIETT.

76 C&inscroB8 and Ebley

T7 Cambridge
»i

78 Carlisle

79 Carluke
80 Carrick
81 Cathcart . .

.

»2 Chatham . .

.

83 Chesham . .

.

84 Chester
85 Chesterfield

86 Chester-le-Street

87 Chorley.

88 Cinderford

H9 Cinderhill

It

90 Clayton-le-Moors

91 Cleator Moor

92 Cleckheaton

98 Clydebank .

94 Coalville .

.

95 Coatbridge

96 Codnor Park and Ironville

97 Colchester and East Essex

«8 Colne

.

99 Colne Vale Com Millers
100 Compstall

101 Congleton.

102 Consett

103 Co-operative Insurance

DELEOATKS.

Hudson,B.
Smith, E.
Hockley, H. J.
Prior, W. J.
Barnes, J.
Irving, J.

Johnston, W. C.
Riddle, G.
Taylor, F.
Winthrop, T. W.
Broadhead, J.

Davidson, A.
Elliot, A.
Ternouth, R.
Green, H.
Williams, W.
Leake, J. H.
Randall, C.
Binney, J.

Bone, D.
Browne, E.
Jackson, J.

Nelson, G.
Smith, J. D.
Perkins, M. H.
Taylor, R. R.
Swift, W.
Towle, H.
Catterall, J. T.
Richardson, G.
Branthwaite, W,
Duffy, T. Gavan.
Kelly, S.

Lowry, R.
Vodden, W.
Booth, J. R.
Metcalfe, R.
Hunter, M.
Nicholson, J.

Brooks, G. J.

Cook, F.
Gilberd, J. H.
Dyer, J.

Jack, C.
Jack, Mrs. C.
Morrison, Mrs. M.
Ness, J.

Preston, G.
Ayling, A. E.
Fisher, A.
Martin, R. G.
Way, R. R.
Bibby, T.
Bibby, Mrs. T.
Foulds, W.
Foulds, Mrs. W.
Greenwood, F.
Hargreaves, T.
Pogson, T. E.
Hambleton, S.

Hewitt, A.
Ball, J. H.
Birchall, T. J.

Goodall, G.
Lomas, F.
Hadwin, G.
Hope, J.

Dewar, J.

Evans, J. M.
Forsyth, J. H.



List of Delegates.

NAJOt OF BOCnCTT. DKUCOATK8.

103 Co-operative Insurance

104 Co-operative Newspaper

105 Co-operative Printing (Manchester).

106 Co-operative Productive Federation . .

.

107 Co-operative Secretaries' Association .

108 Co-operative Sundries Manufacturing.
109 Co-operative Wholesale

110 Com forth and Coxhoe

111 Coventry Builders
113 „ Perseverance

118 ,, Watch Manufactnrinf.
114 Cowdenbeath
116 Cowlairs

116 Cramlington

117 Crewe

118 Croftbcad.
119 Croxley...
190 CwmbMh.

Hilton, W. A.
Odgers, J.
Rawlinson, T.
Baldwin, J.

Blakeborough, 8.
Briggs, N.
Hirst, H.
Bell, R.
Hyde, R.
Straker, W.
Halstead, R.
Varley, A.
Guy, J.

Adams, T.
Brodrick, T,
Coley, P.
Deans. A.
Elsey, H.
Graham, E. J.
Henson, T. J.
Lander, W.
Mc Innes, D.
Mort, I.

Monrhouse, T. E.
Shillito, J.

Shotton, T. E.
Woodhouse, G.
Morley, T.
Young, R.
Marston, W.
Clay, J.

Compton, W.
Crompton, J.

Hey, J.

Kecne, Mrs. M. A
Penn. H.
Trickett, D.
Marshall, J.

Crowe. R.
Thomson, W. P.
Bird, W. H.
Kirkpatrick. J.

Stanley, J. H. B.
Chapman. T.
Derbyshire, E.
Littlewood, D.
Moore, H.
Saunders, A.
Bishop, J.
Taylor, G.
Hughes, D.
Jones, K.
Jonei, J.

Morris, J. R.
Motes, T.

121 Dalxiel (Motherwell)

192 Darlington ..'.'..
.

123 Darwen Indastrial

Campbell, Mrs. .1.

Donnao, J.

Liddell. J.

Liddell, Mrs. .).

Suttio, R. P.
Brcnnan, R.
ChapHow. .1. II.

Johnson, H. 0.
Barrow, W.
Duibury, O.
Lownds, Mrs. H.
Walkden, W.
TMM, Mrs. &



zz. L18T OF Dbleoates.

HAMM or 80CIBTT. DBLBOATKB.

m Daventry .

12;'. l)elal>ole .,

126 Denholme
127 Derby

128 „ Printers
129 Derwent Flour Mill
130 Desborough

131 Dewsbury Laundries
132 „ Pioneers .

.

138 Donc&ster

134 Droyisden

185 Dublin Industrial ,

186 Dudley
187 Dumbarton
138 Dundee and District Coal

,

189 Dunfermline

140 Dykehead and Sbotts

141 Dysart .". .

.

149 East Cleveland

143 Eastleigh .

.

144 Ebbw Vale

145 Eccles Povident

146 E^dlnburgh—People's Bank
147 „ St. Cuthbert's

148 Egremont

149 Enfie'ld Highway (London)

IfiO Exeter .....". '!

151 Failsworth

152 Famworth and Kearsley

168 Felling InduBtrial.

154 Fleetwood

155 Folkestone .'...'..'.

Simpson, P. W.
Pearce, R.
Hoyle, A.
Faulkner, H. E.
Hudson, J.

Merchant, E.
Ogden, T.
Towns, C. B.
Webster, H.
Mason, A.
Herron, G.
Coe, A.
Panter, A.
Shai-pe, C. H.
Dawson, T.
Halstead, J.

Scafe, Mrs. R.
Sharpe, Mrs. C. H.
Swithenbank, E.
Walker, W.
Phillips, F, G.
Wightman, C.
Beard. T. M.
Stopford, J.

Watson. J. T.
Laird, T.
Evans, Mrs. E.
Pollock. T.
Martin, R.
Dowie, J.

Herd, J.

Crichton, D.
McKenzie, R.
Spalding, G. N.
Terris, A.

Turnbull, R.
Stephens, W.
Boyer, J.

Davies, W.
Plummer, D.
Forsyth, T.
Nevitt, Mrs. A. H.
Taylor, W.
Lochhead, Mrs. J.
Cairns, J.
Harley, J.

Hutton, Mrs. M.
Macfarlane, D.
Morton, W. J.

Simmers, H.
Booth, C.
Garnett, W.
Hood J.

Webb, J. H.
Warren, Mrs. S. M.

Alcock, F.
Pollard, F.
Hoban, M.
Pickvance, J.
Rigg, A.
Wolfendale, W. H.
Goodfellow, M.
Oxborrow, C.
Jolly, J.

Thompson H.
Pilcher, L.



List of Delegates.

HAXX or SOCIKTT. DBLKOATK8.

156 Fr&zerburgh

157 Gainsborough

158 Oalasbiels United!

169 Garden City Press
160 Gateshead

161 Glasgow—Civic Press..
162 „ Drapery and Furnishing

Eastern

164

165
166

167

lO'J

Kinning Park.

London Koad

.

Progress

St. George

8t. Rollox ....

•I . . .

.

United Baking

170 GloRsop Dale
171 Godalming ..

173 Gloucester .

.

178 Ooolc

174 Grangemouth

176 Grantham
176 Gray*.

177 Great Giim^ .

178 Great 'karwootf

'

179 Great iiorton ..'.

Robertson, A.

aaydon. H. A.
Wilkinson, E.
Little, Mrs. T.
Smith, J.
Williams, Mrs. B.
Bolam, J.
Brack, J.
Hancock, W.
Hancock, Mrs. W.
Oliver, J.
Thornton, W.
Mac Lean, Mrs. J. M.
Buchanan, G.
Carrie. J.

Gardiner, A. 8.

Barr, J.

McMurran, J.
Watson, M.
Maclean, J. M.
Neil, M.
Todd, Mrs. W.
Waddell, J.

Welsh, A. M.
Wilson, W.
Russell, W.
Graham, D.
Hunter, W.
Buchan, Mrs. A.
Handyside, R.
Thomson, A.
Thomson, N.
McDonald, W.
McDougall, A.
Pringle, G.
Bain, J.

Gerrard, D. H.
Gray, R.
McLean, T.
Stirling, T. H.
Todd, J.

Hindle, J.

Godfrey, P.
Kinghorn, D.
Burlton, A. J.
Burlton, F.
Brooks, K.
Colo, A.
Thomas, O. W.
Thomas, Mrs. G. W.
Holmes, L.
Holmes, Mrs. L.
Jackson. W.
Allison, A.
HMtie.J.
Wad«,R.
Drary, E. 0.
8Utoe.C.
Stow, Mrs. U.
SttUM, W.
Waller, T.
Waller. Mra. T.
Cordiner A.
Whitworth.A.
Holden, J. E.
Waterhouie, J. E.
Boj«s,0.
HtSffb, W. A.



List of Delegates.

MAKE OF BOCIKTY.

179 Great Horton

180 Greenfield
181 Greenock Central.

182 Guildford
183 Guiseley

184 Halifax Flour.

185 Industrial

.

186 Hamilton Central.

187 Hartlepools.

188 Hasland
189 Hawick

.

190 Haworth

191 Hebden Bridge Fustian

192 „ „ Industrial.

»» »f ti

193 Heckmondwike

194
195 Hendon
196 Heywood

Dyeing and Dry Cleaning.

197 Higher Hurst

,

liW HolmHeld.
199 Horbury .

200 Horwich

201 H ucknall Torkard

.

202 Huddersfleld

203 Hull

DELEGATES.

Parker, H.
Waddington, H.
Kenworthy, F. B.
Kee, J.

Lemmon. R.
Ritchie, R.
Swan, M. S.

Bailey, R,
Crowther, A.
Dyson, J. E.

Crossley, J.

Midgley, F.
Morris, J.

Barraclough, H.
Dawson, E.
Greenwood, H.
Haigh, J.

Teal, A.
Turner, S.

Frew, J.
McGowan, J.
Millar, W.
Dunning, R. S.

Dunming, Mrs. R, S.

Holmes, H. J.

Peacock, H. B.
Tennet, W. R.
Tennet, Mrs. W. R.
Hancock, T.
Gass, G
Halley, R. L.
Midgley, Mrs. A.
Thorn.'Mrs. E. E.
Ainley, A.
Howarth. E
Stansfield, J.
Atack, H.
Sutcliflfe, A.
Crabtree, J.

Crabtree, Mrs. J.
Hall, R.
Hepworth, B.
Jenkins, J. J.

Jenkins, Mrs. J. J.

Wilcock, R.
Bethell, F.
Aspinall, M.
Pitton, R.
Holt, E.
Horridgc, J.

Lees, J. A.
Greenwood, Mrs. H.
Hanby, J. T.
Mathers, G, W.
Shaw, J. H.
Taylor, F.
Bettison,W.
Hall, J.

Howitt, J. C.
Knowles, G.
Dobson, J.

Goodyear, H. H.
Hawley, J.

Marsden, F.
Nichol, A. P.
Whiteley, W.
Rice, J.
Yates, T.



List op Delegates. xxiii.

NAME OF 80CIKTT.

a04 Hull Printers...
a06 Hyde Eqaitoble.

Q06 Ideal Clothiers (Wellingburoogb)

a07 Ipswich

208 Irish Agricultural Organisation

209 Ironbridge and Coalbrookdale .

.

210 Jarrow an^ Hebbum
II 11

211 Juniper Green

212 Keighley

218
214 Kendal

Laundries

215 Kettering
II

218

217

Boot and Shoe

Clothing

218
219
220

221
222
233

224

'2:2:,

2-J7

„ Corset
„ Union Boot and Bboe

Kidderminster

Kilhimie ...

Killamarsh .

Kilmamook.

King's Lynn ,

Kirkhy.in-ABhHold '!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

Manufactarers

Lancaster and District

Lane Dyebonse
Larkhan

aao Leeds

S81 Leek and Moorlands .

.

983 Leea and CroM Roads

DBI^OATKS.

Booth, P. W.
Green, R. A.
Oakes, J.
Cakes, Mrs. J.

Feakin, G
Jessop, Mrs. E.
Barnes. H.
Lansdell, J. A.
Wingate, W. E.
Wright, W.
Bellew, Sir H.

Grattan, Bart.
Wilkinson, B. J.

Carr, J.
Smith, F.
Scougall, M.

Barham, Mrs. E.
Brown, C. H.
Pickles, A.
Pickles, W.
Thomson, W.
Whitaker. H.
Wilcock, S.

Butterfleld, F.
Airey, R. G.
Parr, J. H.
Parr. Mrs. J. H.
Adams, T.
Bosworth. T.
Marlow, E.
Sumpter, Mrs. W. A.
Bodimer, Miss L.
Martin . Miss K.
Daniels. H.
Panther, T.
Long, F.
Potter, H. J.

Barber, A.
Stradling, E.
Anderson. W.
Axtell. W.
Hall. W.
Smith, T.
Coston, J. E.
CoHton, Mrs.
McMurdo, J.

Oakley, A.
Wright, J.

W.

J. E.

Dobion. T.
Heavytide. J.

Homer, W. B.
Moore, Mrs. J.

Varley, Mm. A.
Wol(endale,0.
Chaniliers, J. A.
Rundoll, J.

BrJggs. (».

Healy, T. A.
Holmes, T.
liicklcv. r. .1.

Nunns, W. A^
SatciifTe, J. W.
Ingham, J. B.
HarUey, F.



List of Delegates.

NAMK OF SOCIETY.

233 Leicester

284
'23r,

Anchor Boot and Shoe
Equity Boot and Shoe.

•237

'iS'.l Leigh Friendly

Morning Star Sundries .

.

Printing
Self-Help Boot and Shoe

240 Leith Provident

241 Leslie and District

242 Lincoln Equitable

248 „ Land and Building
244 Linwood
245 Lisburn
246 Littleborough

247 Liverpool (City of)

248 L)anl)radach
249 Llanelly ....
2.'iO Lochgelly .

.

251 London—Agricultural and Horticultural

253
254
256

256
257

259
260

Agricultural Organisation.
Anchor

,, SavingsBank
Civil Service Supply

Co-operative Permanent Building.
Edmonton

King's Cross Publishing Co.
Pioneer Boot Works
West London

261 Long Eaton.

262 „ Printing
263 Longridga

264 Lower Holker
265 Luddcnden. ..

,

DELEGATES.

Hubbard. W. G.
Pywell, J.

Mann, A.
Richards, T. F.
Simons, G. W.
Simpson, T. W.
Foulks, J.
Smith. J. W.
Bent, E.
Wills, E.
Bodicoat, J.
Bellamy, W.
Clough, W.
Holt, Mrs. E.
Monk, H.
Donaldson, R.
McNab, Miss C. M.
Myles, G.
Smart, D.
Bell, H.
Harris, Mrs. 8. A.
Hewson, W.
Mathers, T.
Trafford, W. T. M.
Ward, G.
Holmes, E.
Murdoch, A.
Hardie, E.
Ashworth, R.
Parker, T.
Blair, Mrs. A,
Hart, H.
Hart, Mrs. H.
Houseman, F.
Jones, J. J.

McLaren, R. J.
Thompson, J. T.
Williams, G.
Kerr, A.
Rolland, J.

Greening, E. O.
Greening, Mrs. E. O.
Mundy, E. W.
Harris, J. N.
Bauer, E.
Booth, A. H.
Bignall, J. E.
Samuel, W. Cobden
Watson, J. C.
French, C.
Davies, Miss M. L.
Keen, W. J.

Wilson, A E. T.
Alcock, G. W.
Webster, J. G,
Biddleconibe, C. M.
Gasson, Mrs. M. A,
Morgan, T.
Morgan, Mrs. T.
Daykin, W.
Gapper, A. J.

Mitchell, W.
Preston, J.

Shaw, J.

Shaw, Mrs. J.

Gapper, Mrs. A. J.

Bolton, R.
Slater, H.
Dickinson, Mrs. A.
Crosslev, W.



List op Delegates. XXV.

KAMX OF BOCIKTT. DKUCOATBB.

Lnddendenfoot

.

387 Macclesfield

'2eA „ Silk Manufacturing
•J6'." Maldon and Heybridge
270 Manchester and Salford

271 Manchester Tenants
272 Mansfield and Sutton

278 Market Harborongh

274 Marsden Equitable ,

27o Miiryport

276 Masborough

277 MiddlesbroQgh

27H MiddletoD and Tonge.

27U Midgley
2H0 Midland Boot Manaf«c(urert.
2H1 Mid-Rhondd»
2i>9 Millom

288 Mirfield Indnatnal

2M Morley .....'!

2H6 MoMley

•^'. Mc.nnt Sorrel
^ 7 M UHKelbargb and Piaherrow.

:^'>' MytholmroYd

aui N«l8oii
.J and Skeweu

Helliwell, T.

Addison, C. R.
Billington, J.

Boon, N.
Leah, J. E.
Leah, Mrs. J. E.
West, J.

Tunnicliffe, W.
Wright, J.
Bamforth, W.
Davies, R. J.
Gibson, D.
Palmer, R. A.
Warburton. T.
Whiteley, E.
Whiteley, Mrs. E.
Archer, H.
Bean, J. G.
Hibbard, E.
Kerslake, G. W.
Coe, J.

Coe, Mrs. J.

Wrigley, J. H.
Fearon, R. B.
Fenwick, Mrs. S.
Smallwood, J.
Webster, J.

Copley, W.
Cruikshank, E.
Major, G.
Mills, A. D.
Montgomery, W.
Montgomery, W. R.
Baxter, K. [jun.
Bunnis, J.

Bunnis, Eliz. A.
Clennet, F. C.
Parvin, Mrs. N,
Wilson, F.
Farnworth, J.

Hilton, J. J.
Howarth, Mrs. A. E.
Smith, D.
Rees, T.
Caaton, W. J.
Stablei, O.
Hodge, H.
Newsome, K.

Booth, R.
Hunter, W.
Simpson, B.
Simpson, W.
Stott, B.
liord, J.

Ogden, J.
Wjrkes. A. R.
Semple, S.
Hwanson, A.
Ainley, Mrs. A.

Kn ... U. L.

.J.uu s, Mr». S.

BiMl<rfloM. !•;.

Crowllirr, K. (A.
HargreavcK, Mrs. M.
Kendtaw, O.



XXVI. LiBT OF Delegates.

NAME OF SOCIKTT. DELEGATES.

991 Nelson

293 Netherfleld
S9S Newbiggin-byUhe-Sea

994 New Brompton

295 Newcastle-on-Tyne

296 Newcastle Co-op. Laundries.
997 New Delaval
996 New Mills

399 Newmilns

900 Newport (Mon.)

.

301 New Swindon.

802 Newtonshaw
303 Northampton

804 Northern Sectional Educational Committees' Association
805 North Shields
806 North - Western Educational Committees' Association .

807 North-Western Co-op. Convalescent Homes Association.
308 Norwich

809 Nottingham.

810 „ Printers
811 Nuneaton

812 Oldham Equitable

Industrial

814 Ossett

815 Oswaldtwistle.
816 Oxford

817 Paisley Equitable

818 „ Manufacturing

319 Provident.

Riley, W.
Shuttleworth, G.
Rilett, J. G.
Bennett, J. S.

Hindmarch, T.
Brookman, W. C.
Collms, W. H. R.
Gill, J.

Davidson, J.

Davison, J. W.
Wade, W.
Walker. J.
Potts, J.
Rothwell, R. H.
Mair, J.

Taylor, R.
Garth, E.

. Griffiths, W. T.
Popham, R.
Beattie, J.

Lack, H. A. R.
Wallace, J.

Dartnell, P.
Dartnell, Mrs. P.
Tootell, J. O,
Webb, J.

Kirton, M.
Clayton, Mrs.
Connor, J. E.
Shillito, J.

Gee, J. T.
Gee, Mrs. J. T.
Bowles, H. E.
Briggs, G. H.
Dickinson, H
Thornton, T.
Pollard, W.
Bent, J.

Kemp, G. H.
Martin, H.
Webber, J.

Hadfield, R.
Holland, W.
Jagger, Mrs. J.

Rostron, E.
Stuttard, Mrs. H.
Dyson, J.

Hardern, F.
Pocklington, J.
Hepworth, T.
Lucas, G.
Lucas, Mrs. G.
Scotield, J,

Halstead, J.
Binham, A. J.

Bolton, Mrs. E. M.
Boyce, G.
Miller, Miss F. E.
Pipkin, G.
Pipkin, Mrs. G.

Orr, G.
Orr, Mrs. G.
Allan, J.

Galletly, Mrs. M.
Macduff, A.
Chittick, G.

W.

A.



List op Delegates.

NAME or SOCIETY. DKI.XOATK8.

319 Paisley Prorident.

890 „ Underwood Coal .

.

821 Parkgate and Berry Brow.

.

322 Pathbead and Sinclairtown

Pegi«wood.
Penarth .

335 Pendleton

326 Penge and Beckenham
327 Pensilva
828 Perth (City of)

.. Coal ..

Peterborough

,

881 Plymouth.

882 „ Printers
888 Pollokshaws ... .

884 Pontardulais
886 Preston

886 Qoeenibory

887 RadcHff* and PilkincUm

888 Ratnsgate.
889 Reading .

842 RipJey

848 RipiKtnden
844 Hiver and District (DoT«r).

Rowat, D.
Rowat, Mrs. D.
Steel, W.
Taylor, R.
Smith, W.
Appleyard, E. S.
Colville, J.

McConnell, P.
Nichol, G. R.
Powell, J. L.
MoArtbur, A.
Bardsley, W.
Greenwood, F.
Horricks, A.
Parr, Mrs. H.
Rafter, C.
Roberts, A. W.
Mann, A.
Prynne, R. R
Abemethy, W.
Bell, A.
Crichton, W. F.
Dow, D.
Lawson, D.
Semple, H.
Crow, P.
Baker, J. P.
Brock, J.

Constable, A. J.

Dyer, 8.

Pyewell, E.
Tuplin, F. W.
Boyd, W. H.
Hartnoll, J. F.
Roberts, Mrs. E.
Sansom, Mrs. L. K.
Williams, J. T.
Wonnacott, A. E.
Worley, J. J.

Blair, R G.
Livingstone, J.

Thomas, H.
Holden, B.
Shaw, T.
Walmsley, J. J.
Walmsley, Mrs. J. J
Walmsley, Miss A. A.

Carter, D.
Perkin, F.

Emery, E.
Knights. T.
Riehardson, A. Q.
Bishenden. T.
Locke, R. J.

Robinson, H.
Rose, D.
Thomson, A. O.
IngUs, W.
Buchanan, J.
Cockthott. J.

Gibeon, J. T.
Walnwright, G.
Wainwrigbt, Mrs. O.
Wadsworth, H.
Baker, E. M.
Fainy.J.



List of Dklegatks.

NAME OF SOCIETY. DELEGATES.

844 River and District (Dover)

•• II

II II

845 Rochdale Pioneers

346 Rothwell
847 Rugby .

.

348 Runcorn and Widnes

Fairey, Mrs. J,

Grant, Miss M. L.
Thorogood, Miss J.

Hargreaves, J.

Hargreaves, Mrs. J.
Humphreys, D.
Schofleld, W. H.
Schofleld, Mrs.W. H
Taylor, J. R.
Marlow, J.

Carter, J.

Watson, W. H.
Moss, W.
Richards. C. H.
Scragg, J.

Scragg, Mrs. J.
Shaw, J. J.

349 St. Helens

350 Sandbach

351 Scape Goat Hill.
352 Scarborough . .

.

853 Scottish Co-operative Holiday Association.
354 „ Co-operative Laundry
355 ,, Co-operator
356 „ Co-op. Veterans
357 „ Co-op. Wholesale

358 Scaton Delaval

359 Selkirk
860 Selston
361 .Henghenydd and Aber Valley.
m2 Hheepridge
363 Sheerness
364 ,, Economical
:W>r, Hhefflekl aiul Ecclesall

3«W SheltlcBton
:K>U Shrewsbury

Cutlery
Federated Cutlers.

370 Siddal
371 Sileby " Excelsior
:J72 Sittingbourne . . . .

Boot and Shoe

373 Skelmersdale

374 Skipton

B.

Cheetham, W
Waring, R.
Gibson, W.
Ruscoe, R.
Crossley, Mrs.
Hudson, J.

Saville, B.
Lucas, Mrs. J.

Tait, W.
Galletly, D.
Pettigrew, W.
Allan, W. R.
Gallacher, W.
Glasse, P.
Little, T.
Macpherson, C. W.
Pearson, J.

Stewart, R.
Stirling, T. B.
Thomson, G.
Weir, A. B.
Wilson, J.
Young, J.

Lowther, T.
Mason, J.

Wright, D.
Hawkins, J. T.
Thomas, W.
Holland. T.
Wood, G.
Carpenter, S.

Bourne, H.
Buckley, W.
Christie, J.

McNab, W. R.
Rose, W.
Swift, U.
Llewellyn, W.
Johnson, T.
Richards, E.
Dean, A. E.
Dean, Mrs. A. E.
Morris, J. W.
Teale, Mrs. J.

Dakin, G.
Andrews, J. W.
Colthup, A.
Mungham, E. R.
Blake, T.
O'Brien, A.
Jennings, W.



List of Drlboates. xnx.

NAXX or sooncrr. DKLKOATK8.

274 Skipton
375 8oho (Birmingham)

i< »f

376 South Cerney
377 Southampton

»»

»» •

»f

flTB South Crosland and Netherton
379 Southport ,•

380 South Shields*.

!

'. ".

'. !

.

'. ". '. ".".'.".".!!!!'.!!!!
'.

381 Southweli'
382 Sowerby Bridge Flour

88S „ „ Industrial

H If H
tt •• l«

884 Sperope Boot Manufacturers (Barwell)
885 Stafford

386 Stainland and Holywell Green
387 SUlybridge

388 Stanton HUl '

* .'
.*

!

.' .'
.*

.'

'.'.'.'.'.'.'.' '. '. '. '. '. '. '.

'.

889 Staveley Town

390 Stevenston
391 Stirling

»»

803 Stocicport

398 stocksbridge*! !!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!'.*..'!!!"

894 Btookton-on-Teec

tt ••••

895 Stratford (London) ...!.!!!!

tt t» ••••••

ft ......t ••••••«

896 Styal' .

897 Sunderland

806 swaiweii . ^'^v^v^'^'.'.'.'''.'.v.'.'^v.'.'.

899 Swartbmoor and Ulverston

It »>

400 Taraworth

401 Tantobie ...!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!."
402 Ten Acres and Stirchley

McDonald, A.
Lloyd, B. G.
Perry, T.
Shepherd, C.
Johnston, A. E.
Judd, G.
Marshall, J.

Saunders, P. A.
Saunders, Mrs. P'.

Sensier, P.
Wells, C. A.
Pogson, J.
Campion, J.

Houldsworth, R.
Atkinson, W.
Campbell, H.
Arnold, O. A.
Barrett, R.
Holmes, P.
Thorn, E.
Ainley, W.
Broadbent, F.
Fishwick, A.
Ramsden, Mrs. B.
Hincks, E.
Clewlow, J.
Greenwood, G. S.

Morton, T.
Harrison, J.

Stubbs, R.
Keetley, J. P.
Mitchell, P.
Ashworth, G. H.
Smith, I.

Reid, P.
Connon, W.
Cunningham, W.
McDonald, E.
Macpherson, W.
Manning, G.
Scott, Mrs. E.
Warburton, C.
Atkin, K H.
Booth, W.
Leather, J. G.
Coates, J. G.
Coates, Mrs. J. O.
James, R.
McEwen, (}. A.
Nicholson, G.
S<'arth, T.
Barnes, A. J.
Bate. J. H.
Bulling. S.

Elliott, VV. H.
Leathaby, T. I

Mason. A.
Armstrong, A. K.
Howe. T.
Hbield, T.
Bewthwr, B.
Coward. G.

I, W. H.

l,C.
Newman, J.

ShutUewortb. Q,
Jeffrey, J.
Bongougb, F. J.



List op Delegates.

NAMK OP SOCIETY.

402 Ten Acres and Stirchley.

Am Thomson, Wm. and Sons Ltd.
404 Thornton
405 Throckley

406 Tillicoultry

407 Todmorden -Bridge End
408 ,, Industrial..

409 Ton Industrial

410 Torquay

411 Tow Law

412 Townhill .

.

413 Toxteth (Liverpool).

414 Tranent

415 Tredegar Industrial.

416 Tunbridge Weils . .

.

417 Tweedside

418 Twerton-on-Avon . .

.

419 Tyldesley

420 Uddingston

421 Uppermill

422 Vale of Leven

423 Wakefield Industrial

424 Walkden

425 Walkerbum
426 Wallsend .

.

427 Walsall.

428 „ Locks and Cart Gear.
429 Walsden
4.30 Warrington

431 Watford

»f

4'}2 Wellingborough Midland

DELEOATES.

Cheetham, J. W.
Howell, J.
Ikin, Mrs. A.
Thomson, Q.
Leach, F.
Dixon, R.
North, J.

McFarlane, A.
Stavert, A.
Pickles, P.
Bentley, J. W.
Bentley, Mrs. J. W.
Howorth, B.
Pickles, W.
Rabv, R. H.
Clarke, G,
Price, J. B.
Rees, J. T.
Bullied, R. J.
Perrett.F. S.

Craggs, W.
Grant, J
Wilson, Mrs. J.

Jones, W. E,
Sellars, H.
Gordon, J.

Ormiston, J.
Evan, J.

Watkin, H.
Bournes, Mrs.
Mercer, Mrs.
Baird, G,
Morton, H.
Kingscott, G. C.
Kingscott, Mrs. G. C.
Wntkins, J. T.
Whittle, W.

Anderson, G.
Wilson, A.
Broadbent, F.
Wood, J.

Macgregor, R.

Barlow, H. E.
Bedford, H.
Laycock, T.
Salt, J.

Vickers, T.
Scott, D.
Robertson, F.
Wilson, H. B.
Harrison, Mrs. W. G
Hutching, Mrs. M.
Watkiss, T.
Harrison, W. G.
Purness, J.

Ferguson, T.
.Jarman, J.

Massey, J.

Smith, S. H.
Davenport, W.
Davenport, Miss A.
Newbury, G. A.
Daniels, J. L.
Sharman, H.



List of Dblboates.

NAMC OF 80CIKTY.

483 West Calder

4»4 West Stanley

,

435 West Wylam and Prudhoe .

.

486 West Yorks. Coal FederatioB.
437 W^bitefleld and Unsworth
438 Wigan

439 Wigston Hosiers
440 Willesden and District

441 Wilsden
442 Windhill

443 Winsford

444 Wishaw

445 Wolverton

446 Woolwich—Royal Arsenal

447 Worcester (New)
«» »»

448 Workington Beehive !

449 M Indnstnai
II »•

\'A ) Worksop .'.'
,

4/11 York

DKLKOATES.

Chalmers, T.
Howieson, D.
Pratt, W.
Robb, C.
Thompson, C.
Vicars, A.
Blake, H.
Carr, J.

Cassidy, P.
Clarence. W.
Smiles, W.
Kaye, W.
Ainsworth, W.
BroatUmrst, J. T.
Pennington, J.
Smith. G.
Boulter, F.
Betts, W. H.
Hardy, G.
Baldwin, Mrs. S.
Brooksbank, J. W.
Holmes, W.
Holmes, Mrs. M. A.
Knox, Mrs. L.
Ledgard, J.
Burrows, A.
Fryer, W.
Fryer, Mrs, W.
Latham, A.
Brown, J.

Halliday, J.

Hawthorne, T,
CownUy, A.
Gazeley, W.
Baker, C. F. W.
Barker, Mrs. L.
Bethell. W.
Fennell, M.
Keeble, H.
Leigbton, J.
Fobs, Q.
Saxton,Mr8.C A.W.
Woodward, H.
Chaplin, J.

Fleetham, M.
Morton, N. J.
Blair, R.
Clark. T.
Wilson, J.

Cottingham
Cottingham
Scott, H.
Soott, Mr*. H.
Brifgi, T.
CliiTow. .1. M.
HichardHon, A.
Tiuuliiii.l, U J.

W.
Mrs.W.

I'.'i Ynysybwl .

.

DlMTRICT ArnOCUTIONII.

Midland Srction.

«:.:( Mirnnngham
1.4 D.rlv
4.'>:i I.ncrHtcr
456 Lincoln

Evans, I.

Edin bon>ugh, T. H.
Unwin.O.T.
Stow, C.



XXXll. List of Delboates.

OF DISTRICT ASSOCIATION.

467 Northampton and Earls Barton
4M Nottingham
459 Stafford
460 Wellingl)orough and Kettering.

Northern Section.

461 North Northumberland
462 South Durham

South-Western Section,

485 Devon

Western Section.

DELEGATES.

North-Westem Section.

463 Airedale
464 Dewsbury
465 Huddersfleld
466 Manchester
467 North Lancashire
468 North-East Lancashire
469 South Yorkshire

Scottish Section,

470 Ayrshire
471 Border Ckiunties
472 Central
473 East of Scotland
474 Falkirk
475 Fife and Kinross
476 Glasgow and Suburbs
477 Perth, Forfar, and Aberdeen
478 Renfrewshire
479 Stirling and West of Fife

Southern Section.

480 Cambridge and Bedford
481 Kent
482 North Metropolitan
488 Oxford and Bucks
484 Sussex

486 Brecon, Monmouth, and East Glamorgan
487 Mid-Glamorgan
488 West Wales

James, G. T.
Ely, R.
Campbell, A.
Foulds, A. J.

Lowery, M, H.
Davison, J.

Holden, H.
Hall, S.

Bland. J.

Pogson, D.
Moore, J.

Hargreaves, R.
Knights, W.

Imrie, T.
Harvey, J.

Kay, J.

Young E.
Lorey, P.
King, J.

Weir, W.
Muir, J.

Lauder. M. W.
Williamson, P.

Barber, F. B.
Norris, J. G.
Haywood, F. P.
Dolling H.
Kille, H. C.

Mundy, E. R. 8.

Hopkins, G.
.Jones, D. J.

Williams, J.

Total number of persons present at Congress, 1,247.



PRELIMinARY PROCEEDinOS.

&^

SATURDAY. 10th MAY. 1913.

With the twofold object of reviewing the work done by the Union

during the past twelve months, and considering the programme of business

to he submitted to Congress, the members of the Central Board met in one of

the Gondolier Halls, North Silver Street, Aberdeen, on Saturday morning,

10th May. Mr. James Allan (chairman, Scottish Sectional Board) presided,

and accompanying him were the General Secretary of the Co-operative Union

{Mr. A. Whitehead) and Assistant Secretary (Mr. T. Horrocks).

CENTRAL BOARD MEETING.

riiH ff.lhiwing members of the Board were present :

—

Irish CoNrERENCK Association.

M»>>i- II. Archer and R. Fleming.

Midland Section.

M..HSI9. 0. BaaUrd, J. Butcher, S. Butler, W. J. Douse, G. Harris, J.

Langley, W. Millerchip, J. Millington, F. Rankin, and C. A. W. Saxton

;

also Messrs. I). Mc.Innes and G. Woodhouso (honorary members).

8



Meeting of the Central Board.

Northern Section.

Messrs. J. Davison, S. Galbraith, J. Murdoch, W. R. Rae, W. Soott, J.

Smith, and T. Thompson ; also W. Clayton (secretary).

North-Western Section.

Messrs. E. Booth, W. Dewhurst, J. Dickinson, S. Fairbrother, S. R. Foster,

G. Goodenough, J. Greenwood, W. Gregory, S. C. Hughes, J. Johnston,

J. C. Kenworthy, J. E. Kilburn, J. Lowe, J. Morrell, J. PoUitt, T.

Redfearn, J. Shepherd, H. Stuttard, J. Thompson, and B. Woolfenden
;

also Messrs. F. Hardern and G. Wheelhouse (honorary members).

Scottish Section.

Messrs. J. Allan, G. Bisset, J. Deans, J. Lochhcad, J. Lucas, J. Patterson,

A. Purdie, J. M. Wilkie, and G. Wilson.

Southern Section.
.

Messrs. W. T. Charter, M. H. Clear, S. Foulger, Mrs. M. A. Gasson, iMessis.

A. W. Golightly, A. Hainsworth, R. Rowsell, and B. Williams ; also

Mr. E. 0. Greening (honorary member) and H. J. May (secretary).

South-Western Section.

Messrs. A. Bullock, W. J. Gilbert, R. R. Prynne, C. Vaughan, and H.

Westbury.

Western Section,

Messrs. W. H. Bryant, R. R. Chappell, J. R. Davies, D. Evans, L. W.
Richards, and E. R. Wood.

Auditor—Mr. T. Wood.

The Chairman said that in the name of the section, and on behalf of the

local co-operators, he desired to welcome every delegate to the beautiful city

of Aberdeen. They could not guarantee the weather, but they would do all

they could to make them feel at home. He hoped the weather would in no

wise affect their deliberations, and the resolutions which were passed would

bear good fruit in the co-operative movement.

NORTH-WESTERN SECTIONAL BOARD—FOREIGN CONGRESSES.

Mr. W. Gregory (North-Western Section) moved a resolution to the

effect that the North-Western Sectional Board should have the opportunity

of sending to two foreign Congresses instead of one, and gave as a reason that

the Board of the North-Western Section was much larger in numbers than

that of any other section. The opportunity of representing the Union at a

foreign Congress would go round each of the Sectional Boards, with the

exception of the North-Western Section, in six or seven years, but in the

case of the North-Western Section it was quite possible, under the present

arrangements, for a member to wait twenty years before his turn came. He
thought they would agree that this was neither fair nor democratic, and that

the North-Western Sectional Board, in making its present application, was
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oiily asking for what was reasonable. When the present arrangement was

come to, it was probably owing to an oversight that the North-Western

Section was not given the right to send to two of the foreign Congresses

instead of one.

Mr. J. Johnston (North-Western Section) seconded the resolution, on the

ground that in the co-operative and other democratic movements representation

was in accordance with the number and financial contributions of the people*

who had to be represented. If they looked at the application of the North

-

Western Section from that point of view—and he was quite sure they would

—

he thought they would agree that the section was entitled to the larger

representation asked for.

The resolution was carried unai^imously.

FUTURE PROPAGANDA.
The General Secretary said the question of future propaganda work

had been under the consideration of the United Board at several meetings,

and at one it was decided that a deputation should wait upon the directors of

tho Wholesale Society (who met one-half of the expenses of the Joint Propa-

ganda Committee) to ascertain their views. The deputation should have

consisted of Messrs. Davison, Gregory, Millerchip, and Westbury, but,

unfortunately, Mr. Davison was unable to fulfil the appointment on account

of illness.

Mr. W. Millerchip (Midland Section) submitted the following report on

behalf of the deputation :

—

A deputation, consisting of four members (Messrs. Gregory, Miller-

chip, Westbury, and Whitehead), interviewed the Co-operative Wholesale

Society Section of the Joint Propaganda Committee with reference to the

future work of that committee. Seeing they contribute one-half the cost

of the propaganda agent's expenses we considered it would be wise to

ascertain their views before the Central Board meeting at Congress, in

view of the discussions to take place there on the future development of

this phase of our work.

It is well known that Mr. Griffiths, the present propaganda agent,

contemplates retiring at an early date, therefore the first question raised

was whether or not the Co-operative Wholesale Society would continue

to contribute their share of the expenses if another man was appointed,

and they readily assured us they would do so.

We also raised the question of an additional agent, realising that it is

impoMible for one man to adc<|uately cover the whole country, and also

that it is difficult to obtain a man who is at-cepiable to all 8e<!tions. It

may be advisable to appoint another, and after some discussion and
question as to control, although they could not pledge their colleagues,

they would recommend such a policy if it were adopted by the Central

Board. We, therefore, rocommend to the Central Board that the wholo

question of propaganda be referred back to the United Board, with
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power to take whatever course they think best for the extension and

development of the movement, but that the increased cost be limited to

£200 for the present Congress year,

Mr. Millerchip also expressed a desire to go into the question of the

expenses of the sections, as it had an important bearing on the subject now

before them, and sought the ruling of the chairman on the point.

The Chairman said he did not see how they could deal with the question

thoroughly without taking into account its financial aspect, and gave the

necessary permission.

Mr. Millerchip said that in going through the expenses of the various

sections he had been amazed at the amount of expenditure incurred by some

of the sections. He did not want to deal with the question in what might bo

called a carping spirit, but he did think it was absolutely essential that it

should be faced by the Central Board, because it was uncertain where they

w^ere going to land themselves in the light of an ever-increasing expenditure.

In going through the accounts, and for the purpose of this analysis, he had

not taken into consideration the North-Western Section, because it appeared

to him that that section to some extent stood by itself. He had, therefore,

left the North-Western Section out of his investigations, and he found—they

had the figures in the report—that the income of the various sections was as

follows :—Midland, £1,711 ; Northern, £1,592 ; Scottish, £2,047 ; Southern,

£1,689; South-Western, £496; and Western, £420. He then endeavoured

to ascertain the expenses of the sections, and he found that, including the

salaries of sectional secretaries, they amounted to the following sums :

—

Midland, £416 ; Northern, £639 ; Scottish, £942; Southern, £1,083 ; South-

western, £354 ; and Western, £241. If they were to set the income of the

sections against the expenditure they would find that the balances left for the

Union funds were as follows :—Midland, £1,295; Northern, £953; Scottish,

£1,104; Southern, £606; South-Western, £142; and Western, £179. He
then gave the percentages of cost in working the various sections, apart from

the central funds, which, roughly speaking, were as follows :—Midland,

24-03; Northern, 40-01; Scottish, 46-01; Southern, 64-01; South-Western,

71-04 ; and Western, 57-04. In view of this expenditure one would be inclined

to look for startling results in the way of increases in trade and membership,

but what did they find ? Taking the membership first, he said the percentages

of increases in 1912, as compared with 1911, in the sections were as follows :

—

Midland, 5-3 ; Northern, 2-5 ; Scottish, 2-8 ; Southern, 6 ; South-Western,

3-9 ; and Western, 5*6. So far as the trade was concerned, he said he found

the following increases:—Midland, 6-9; Northern, 1-8; Scottish, 6-3;

Southern, 7-2; South-Western, 5-4; and Western, 3-3. Of course, in making

comparisons they hat! not to lose sight of the fact that circumstances in one

section might be different to what they were in another. If that was so l)e

had no doubt he would probably be enlightened, but he did think this question

ought to be faced, and that they should endeavour to ascertain whether they

were getting value for the money which they spent. Personally, he was of
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opinion that where the sections had permanent secretaries those secretaries

ought to do a great amount of the propaganda work which they were asking

somebody else to do. He had in mind one section whose secretary only

tlevoted his spare time to seilional work, and whose increases in trade and

inembership were practically equal to any of the other sections. It was a fact

like that which led him to say that full-time sectional secretaries might do a

great amount of propaganda work, and that there was room for improvement

in that direction. With regard to the proposal that a certain sum of money
should be voted to the sections to be expended in propaganda work—and, by

the way, some- of the sections did spend money in this way already—he thought

it would be a mistaken policy unless the work intended to be done is definitely

laid down before the money was voted. On the other hand, he was afraid

unless there was a supervising and controlling authority there was danger of

the money not being judiciously spent in the best interests of the movement.

Mr. T. Redfearn (North-Western Section) said he did not know why Mr.

.Millerchip should leave out the North-Western Section in any shape or form,

unless it be that the contributions of the section in proportion to its expenses

were so low that he was ashamed to give the figures. So far as the figures

given by Mr. Millerchip were concerned, he said they were virtually correct,

only he was afraid he had taken those which were issued by the United Board

to the various sections and which were somewhat rectified in the statement of

income and expenditure which appeared in the report now in their hands.

The donation of the Wholesale Society was included in the list of subscriptions

from societies in the North-W^estern Section, but even leaving that out, the

proportion of expenses to contributions in the North-Western Section was

lower than in any other section. With regard to the recommendation con-

tained in the report submitted by Mr. Millerchip, he said he had no objection

to it, but he was afraid that the United Board was perhaps too large to deal

with the matter. He would like to see a committee specially appointed to

consider the question, composed of one representative from each of the

sections other than the North-Western, which he thought should have two

representatives. Tliey might also ask the Wholesale Society to send repre-

sentatives. They could not as a s^ion, or as a Union, afford to allow the

contribution of the Wholesale Soi'iety to drop out of the question, because

the work done by the Joint Propaganda Committee was done for the Wholesale

Society aa well as for the Union. They might have a round table conference

with the representation he had suggested, which might possibly hit upon some
scheme which would be satisfactory to the whole movement. He was leaving

out the Scottish Section, because in Scotland they had their own law,

int^'liiMt, &c. Propaganda in Scotland should therefore be left entirely to the

Scott inh Section and the Scottish Wholesale Society, who should agree to

• livide the expense.**.

The General Skckrtary : We have already a committee in existence

which is based on the representation suggested by Mr, Redfearn.

Mr. Ct. WooiiHOUME (hon, member of the Board) said that, us a member
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of the Finance Committee of the Wholesale Society, he could say that the

committee extended a very sympathetic feeling towards the deputation. They

were favourably impressed witli the way in which the Propaganda Committee

had done its work, and were more than satisfied with the manner in which

Mr. GrifRtlis liad carried out his duties as agent. So far as Mr. Griffitlis'

accounts were concerned, he said they never had any difficulty in balancing

them up. He did not think the directors of the Wholesale Society would

have any objection to the extended scheme, but they would like to know how

the money was going to be spent.

Mr. J. Johnston (North-Western Section) said it was not simply a

question of dealing with the work of the Propaganda Committee, it appeared

to him that they wanted to revise the work of that committee altogether.

The work for which the committee was instituted had practically gone by ; it

was non-existent. At the beginning of the present Congress year the North-

western Sectional Board appointed a committee to make inquiries relative to

the work of the Joint Propaganda Committee, and the conclusion come to was

that it had ceased to exist. They wanted to do something more than propa-

ganda on the old lines, that was, the extension of distributive societies, and

do more for the productive side of the movement. If they appointed a

committee to deal with production, as well as distribution, he thought it

should be composed of members of the Central Board only, because there

were many methods of production which they might and ought to try. The

federal plan was not the only one ; neither was the profit-sharing scheme the

only one, there were others, and he thought the committee should be a strong

and independent one which should work without any preconceived notions as

to what methods we ought to adopt and therefore not hamper us in our work.

Mr. G. Bisset (Scottish Section) said he hoped they would pause and

consider very seriously the question of appointing another committee. They

had too much machinery in the movement already, and some of the energy

expended in that direction might be more profitably employed in others.

The appointment of another committee would mean taking away work which

rightly belonged to the United Board. If they did appoint another committee

who was going to control it? They would require extra officials and create

extra expense without getting better results. It would be far more economical

to use the machinery which they had now, and which, in his opinion, was

capable of meeting all their requirements.

Mr. C. A. W. Saxton (Midland Section) moved that the recommendation

of the sub-committee—that the matter be referred back to the United Board

—

be adopted.

Mr. A. W. Golightly (Southern Section) supported the idea that the

Wholesale Society should be allowed to take a share in the future work of the

Propaganda Committee. They could create too many machines, and it was

wjork which the United Board might very well do. So far as the expenses of

the various sections were concerned, he said they should not overlook the fact
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that in one section circumstances might be totally different to what they were

in another. He seconded the resolution proposed by Mr. Saxton.

Mr. B. Williams (Southern Section) pointed out that besides the federal

form of production they had that which was represented by the independent

productive s(x*ieties. Could those societies not have some representation on

any committee which was appointed and be allowed to contribute their quota

to the work ? After all they were part of the movement, and their good work

.should not be forgotten.

Mr. D. Mc.Innes (hon. member of the Board) : I am at a loss as to what

the terms of reference to the proposed committee will be.

Mr. W, Gregory (North-Western Section) said they must remember that

they were dealing with a Joint Propaganda Committee, which affected both

the Wholesale Society and the Union, and the idea of the sub-committee was

to take one step at a time. He hoped they would not " jump all these

things into one " and make it practically impossible for the committee to

work. He was of opinion that the Joint Propaganda Committee had outlined

the work it was called into existence for, and the question before them was

how could it work to the best interests of the movement in the future ?

The General Secretary then suggested that the following resolution

might meet the views of the various speakers :

—

That the question of the future propaganda be referred back to the

United Board, and that they have power to consult with the

Finance Committee of the Wholesale Society.

Mr. B. Williams (Southern Section) moved an amendment to the effect

that the Productive Federation be asked to send a representative to the first

conference.

Mr. E. R. Wood (Western Section) said it seemed hardly right to ask

any organisation which did not contribute anything towards the expenses of

the Joint Propaganda Committee.

Mr. J. M. WiLKiK (Scottish Sectiotj) : Art- they not members of the

Union ?

Mr. W. MiLLKRCHip said that personally lie would welcome a repre-

sentative of the Productive Federation, but he believed, on a committee of

this character, particularly in the initial stages, it would be better to leave out

the Productive Federation. It might spell disaster to the whole thing. He
supposed, although not directly represented on the Productive Federation, he

could claim to be associated with the copartnership movement, and as actively

interested in it as any other man. Other members of the United Board

coald doubtless say the same. The Productive Federation might rest assured

that in any question of future propaganda its case or its interests would not

be overlooked. He did not think it would be wise at the present moment to

press for a representative of the Productive Federation on the committee ; it

might lead to unpleasantness.

Mr. J. Greenwood (North-Western Section) thought the Productive
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Federation ought to have consideration. It was doing good work and to leave

it out on every occasion liardly seemed fair.

Mr. M. H. Clear (Southern Section) said he was heartily in sympathy

with the idea of fusion of forces, and welcomed the suggestion that the

copartnership phase of co-operation should be represented on the proposed

committee. He seconded the amendment proposed by Mr. Williams.

The General Secretary pointed out that the remarks made by Mr.

Williams and Mr. Clear contained two distinct ideas ; one was that the

Productive Federation should be represented at the first conference, and the

other that the federation should be represented on the committee itself.

The voting was as follows :—For the resolution, 32 votes; for the amend-

ment, 23 votes.

THE GRANT TO THE WOMEN'S GUILD.

The General Secretary said the English Women's Guild had made an

application for an increase of £200 in the grant from the Co-operative Union.

The United Board considered the matter at one of its meetings and decided

to remit it to the Central Board and allow the Women's Guild to appoint a

deputation to state the case for the Guild. He understood the deputation had

arrived, but before it was admitted he was instructed to draw attention to

the finances of the Union. They would find from the report that for the past

twelve months the income of the Union had exceeded the expenditure by £915,

but they should not overlook the fact that they had promised to meet a call

on account of Congress expenses up to £1,000.

A resolution having been adopted that the deputation should be heard,

Mrs. Wimhurst and Miss M. L. Davies (president and general secretary of the

Women's Guild respectively) entered the room and received a welcome from

the Chairman on behalf of the meeting.

Mrs. Wimhurst spoke first. She asked the members of the Central

Board to throw a little imagination into their work and try to realise what

the Guild was doing on behalf of the movement. She said the Guild was

making co-operative enthusiasts, and enthusiasm in a movement like the

co-operative movement meant all the difference in the world. She thought

they would agree that the Guild made good use of the grant which it received

from the Union ; it was utilised in helping to carry on what was practically

purely voluntary work. There was no question of pay, with the exception of

two clerks, who helped with the central office work, and slight honorariums

for the performance of sectional duties. It was said that "if you educate a

woman you found a school," it should be equally true that " if you educate

a co-operator you found a store." They (the deputation) felt confident the

Central Board would readily recognise the good work of the Guild and have

no difficulty in granting their request.

Miss Uavies said they were sorry they could not place copies of their

latest balance sheet in the hands of the members of the Central Board ; it was

probably one of the best they had ever issued. It was now eight years since
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the Union increased the wages of the Guild, and in that time there had been

great developments in the work of the Guild. The number of branches had

increased by 164 in those years, and now stood at 558; whilst the membership,

increasing at the rate of a thousand a year, had now reached 28,858. The
office of the Guild had also been removed to London, which had enabled the

officials to get into touch with every kind of women's organisations, but

which had led to a material increase in the office expenses. Besides that there

had been great developmeutsjn the educational activities of the local branches,

and the enthusiasm engendered in the hearts and minds of the rank and file

as a result should prove advantageous to the movement as a whole. Some
years ago classes for secretaries were formed, through which members of the

Guild were trained for co-operative work. Then there were the speakers

classes, which had been very much appreciated and for which the Guild was

extremely grateful to the Educational Committee of the Union. She did not

think she would be saying too much when she said that the Guild was creating

:i new race of women. It was a very serious question, and, in her opinion, it

was scai'cely possible to overestimate the effect the work of the Guild was

having upon women in helping them to realise their duties as wage spenders,

co-operators, citizens, and mothers. Several special funds had been raised

for special campaigns, and the sacrifice which members of the Guild made in

this respect was really great. But the central executive of the Guild realised

that they could not be always asking the members to put their hands in their

pockets, and that an endeavour should be made to increase the funds of the

<iuild in other directions. She thought the members of the Central Board

would realise that the Guild, as the result of the ordinary and special work,

stood in need of financial assistance ; as a matter of fact, the Guild was on its

beam ends, and at the moment was in debt to the extent of £15. On these

and other grounds they were hopeful that their present application would be

very favourably received.

Several questions were asked and replied to ify Miss Davies. Mrs.

Wimhurst also made a few remarks, in which she thanked the Central Board

for receiving the deputation, which then withdrew.

Mrs. M. A. Gasson (Southern Section) said that in view of the importance

of the work now being done by the Guild she desired to make an earnest

appeal to the Central Board to grant the request of the Guild. Mrs. Gasson

<1aimed that no propaganda agent could do the vast amount of educational

work which their women (through the Guild) were doing. They were

attached to almost every society, many of which recognised the good work of

the Guild by making grants to local branches. The manager of one society in

I^indou had stated that there was no better organisation for propaganda than

the Women's Guild. She then formally moved that the application be

granted.

Mr. J. Johnston (NoKh-Western Section) said he thought they would be

lacking in their duty if they did not accede to the application.

Mr. J. M. WiLKiF. (Scottish Section) MH.*onded the application. He said
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the laughter which went round when Miss Davies made the remark about a

new race of women showed that some members of the Central Board did not

realise the amount of good work which tlio Cuild was doing. At any rate

that was the way in which he interpreted the hiiighter. In the development

«)f fo-operation women had done their share and done it ungrudgingly. To
him the Women's Guild was a vast army of propagandists, who were working

in nearly every society for the spread and benefit of the movement. It might

be said that the Union had not sufficient money at its disposal to increase the

grant to the Guild. If that was so, he suggested that they should stop paying

mileage to the members of the Central Board.

Mr. W. Gregory (North-Western Section) said he felt compelled to move

that the matter be adjourned for twelve months. They must not allow their

hearts to run away with their heads. They must first of all carefully consider

the present and prospective claims on their funds before entertaining the idea

of increasing the grant to the Guild. He quite agreed with all that had been

said with respect to the good work which the Guild had done, and he heartily

wished it Godspeed in the future. At the same time he questioned whether

the financial position of the Union at the present moment would permit them

to increase the grant to the Guild. As their General Secretary had pointed

out, they had a balance of income over expenditure of £900, but against that

they had to place the fact that they had guaranteed to meet a call up to

£1,000 from the Congress Reception Committee. He did not see how any

harm could be done by deferring the matter for twelve months, and moved
accordingly.

Mr. J. Davison (Northern Section) said he yielded to no man in his

respect for the women associated with the movement, and placed a high value

on the work they were doing on behalf of the co-operative cause

Unfortunately, however, in dealing with the question before them they could

not get beyond facts. The Finance Committee had considered the finances of

the Union and they came to the conclusion that it would be advisable to

recommend the Central Board to defer the application of the Guild for twelve

months. It was not because their sympathies were not with the women, but

they could not pay a shilling when they had only got tenpence, and that was

the position they were in. He seconded the resolution for adjournment

moved by Mr. Gregory.

Mr. J. Johnston (North-Western Section) said he was not in the least

afraid of the funds of the Union being unable to sustain an increased grant

to the Guild. The very fact that the Guild was doing such great work as a

propagandist agency would be one factor in bringing about an increase in the

income of the Union. He was prepared to move in the direction indicated

by Mr. Wilkie if it was necessary in order that the Union might be better

able to grant the application of the Guild. The women were doing this great

work at personal sacrifice, and very often spending their own money. He
could bear tribute to the fact that the Guild was held in high respect outside

the movement, and to the influence which it exercised on other bodies on all
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questions of social reform. They should not hamper the women, and if they

(lid not atcede to the application they would, in his opinion, bring discredit

upon themselves.

Mr. A. PuRDiE (Scottish Section) moved an amendment—" That the

grant to the Women's Guild be increased by £100." Talk was very cheap,

but he wanted them to show their interest in the work of the Guild in a

practical manner. By their unwearied devotion they had really made the

movement what it was. He did not think an increase of £100 in the grant

would cripple the funds of the Union.

Mr. J. PoLLiTT (North-Western Section) seconded. He said it was in his

mind to propose such an amendment. He was rather surprised to hear mem-
bers of the Finance Committee say the Union could not afford to accede to

the request of the Guild at the present time. They said they had a balance

in hand of only £900, but they did not say that in all probability many of the

items on the expenses side of the balance sheet would not recur. Those were

extraordinary items, and in the aggregate amounted to more than what they

liad guaranteed on account of Congress expenses. He was afraid there were

far too many people associated with the co-operative movement who had not

made themselves thoroughly acquainted with the good work the Guild was

doing. He believed he would be quite correct in saying that there was

scarcely a society which had an active branch of the Guild which did not

acknowledge and recognise the valuable help received from it. The Guild was

anxious to undertake a campaign on behalf of co-operative productions, and

once they (the Central Board) realised what the results would be they would

have no hesitation in granting the suggested increase of £1(X).

Mr. S. Fairbrgthek (North-Western Section) said he was afraid he was

about to throw a note of discord into the discussion. He ventured to say that

if the members of the Board who had spoken were to consider the matter from

the point of view of a manager of a society they would have different opinions

of the position as it stood at the present time. He had been told more than

once that the greatest opponent managers had to fight was the Women's Guild

— (*• Question ")—and the reason was not far to seek. Mr. Johnston had

made reference to the respect which the Guild had won for itself outside the

movement, and there, in his opinion, lay the source of the whole trouble.

Tlio Guild seemed to concern itself with everything but co-operation ; with

something, in fact, which was doing away with co-operation, he meant

divorce, poor-law [A member of the Board : Citizenship.] Mr. Fair-

brother : A very secondary affair is that. Proceeding, he said he held the

belief that the good the Guild was doing for and on behalf of the movement
could be measured in very small (|uantities, and if they dismissed this question

from their minds they would bo doing the movement one of the best services

they could think of. They knew perfectly well that the Guild had been most

active in opposing increasfni subscriptions to the Union. Societies were

t>xpt>oting ^d. to bo knocked off the subscriptions in the near future, which
Would mean a rnnsiderable rt-duction in the income of the Union.
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Mr. T. Reofearn (North-Western Section) said he took it they had only

one motion before them, which was in favour of adjournment, and he desired

to support it. It was all very well for Mr. Johnston and Mr. Pollitt to say

they would save £200 out of the expenses, but not a single individual who

bad yet spoken could say what the increase in expenses was likely to be in the

forthcoming year. They had been discussing propaganda, in connection with

which it had been suggested that every section should be given a grant of

£100. Supposing the suggestion was adopted, where would their balance of

£900 be, quite apart from all consideration of Congress expenses ? Then they

had the question of a permanent teacher at Holyoake House, which Mr. Rae

(chairman of the Central Education Committee) was going to introduce to

them at that meeting. With all these facts to face he thought they would be

well advised in adjourning the question, which they could discuss again at

some future time.

Mr. W. J. Douse (Midland Section) suggested that the proposed increase

should be further reduced. Miss Davies had stated that the Guild was in

debt to the extent of £15. Why not, then, grant an increase of £50 ? That

would give the Guild an opportunity of clearing off its debt and starting

another year's work with a balance in hand.

Mr. J. C. Kenworthy (North-Western Section) seconded £50.

Several other members of the Board rose with the evident intention of

speaking, but Mr. Golightly moved that the question of adjournment be now

put, which was agreed to, and the result was as follows :—For the adjourn-

ment of the question, 25 ; against, 35.

Mr. J. C. Kenworthy said he would like to vote for the £100, but he

did not think the finances of the Union were as flourishing as they might

desire them to be. . They wanted to be very careful ; at the same time he

believed they had every desire to help the women.

The final vote on the matter was as follows :—For £50, 9 votes ; £100,

38 votes ; £200, 3 votes.

A resolution was afterwards proposed that the grant to the Guild be

increased from £300 to £400, and it was agreed to by 39 votes to 10 votes.

THE OTHER GUILDS.

The General Secretary read letters from the Scottish and Irish Women's
Guilds asking for a renewal of their grants, and it was resolved that the usual

grants of £100 to the Scottish Guild and £15 to the Irish Guild be made.

QUESTION OF PERMANENT TEACHER AT HOLYOAKE HOUSE.

Mr. W. R. Rae (Northern Section, and chairman of the Central

Education Committee) introduced the question of appointing a permanent

teacher on the staff of the Union. He said the work now being done by the

Central Education Committee, or by the United Board through its Education

Committee, was so closely allied with practical teaching in many of its

branches, and included so many subjects, students, and syllabi work, that



Mbbtino of thb Central Boabd. |3

there was danger of the growth being more rapid than the powers of control

unless expert advice was available. It was evident, for instance, that Holy-

oake House was becoming the centre of co-operative classes for Manchester

and district, and making rapidly-increasing demands that could be met only

by expert knowledge. To develop this work would make the place still more

worthy of the societies that gave it and the memory it existed to perpetuate.

The educational work of the Union was co-operative and commercial

;

ro-operativo in that it spread by the history of the movement a deeper

confidence in the strength of voluntary association, and commercial where it

prepared for service and security within the movement. The teacher, who-

ever he or she might be, must therefore be highly qualified in both, in

addition to having a knowledge of oral and correspondence teaching. The
number of students enrolled in the various classes in 1905 was 7,143 ; in 1913

it had increased to 20,958. Last year over 6,000 letters were replied to

through the education department, which did not include postcards and

circulars. In view of the foregoing statement, the Central Education Com-

mittee believed that the time had now come when they should have the

assistance of a permanent teacher to advise and assist in the class work of the

committee, with headquarters at Holyoake House. The teacher would be

available for education advice by all the sections and assistance whenever

possible. They further believed that the teaching and examination work

could be much improved by unification, which the services of such a teacher

would make possible. In fact, the necessity seemed so great that delay was

likely to seriously handicap future and necessary developments. The
increased cost to the Union of a teacher who would be permanent had been

carefully considered, and the committee believed it possible, by a rearrange-

ment, to save a large portion of the amount now being paid to various

examiners and correspondence teachers, which would be available towards

payment of salary. If the post be considered to be worth £260, or, say, £300

per year, it was anticipated that the extra cost to the Union would be not

more than £100 to £150 for the first year or two. He then moved

—

That they recommend Congress to appoint a permanent teacher on

the staff of the Union.

Ml .1. Lucas (Scottish Section, and Central Education Committee)

seconded the resolution. He said at one time he was against the proposal.

He had been on the committee about a year, and when he joined the com
mitt<»e he was under the impression he could teach the Englishmen something.

To his surprise, however, he found ho could learn a good deal, and ho had

learned a good deal ; instead of teaching he had been taught. He was not

((oing into figures, but he wanted them to look at the programme issued by the

Central Education Committee and consider what it meant. He thought it

would bp mean and contemptible on the part of their great movement if it

were to tako advantage of the spare time of .Mr. Ra«, or of any of the other

members of the Central Education Committee, to carry on this important

edacational work. S<1mk)1 boards requirc<i experts to carry on their work, and
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he thought the movement was big enough to justify the appointment of an

expert to co-ordinate its educational work. The only alternative was to

depend upon individual members of the Central Education Committee doing it

in their spare time, which he thought they would agree was scarcely the thing.

What would they say if a certain number of persons were given the task of

getting out the Co-operative News in their spare time? It appeared to him

to be just the same thing. The system adopted by the Central Education

Committee for the spread of education in the movement was not perfect, and

one cause for that was this, that they had no one with expert knowledge to

assist them.

Mr. G. BissET (Scottish Section) moved that the question be adjourned.

He was inclined to think they were forgetting the fact that in addition to

being co-operators they were citizens. Throughout the country public

authorities were dealing with this question of education, and they, as citizens,

were contributing towards the expense. Supposing they appointed a

permanent teacher, it seemed to him reasonable to assume that sooner or later

he would be doing work which they as citizens could call upon the local

authorities to do. At any rate, so far as Scotland was concerned, be believed

in another twelve months the necessity for such appointment as was now being

proposed would have absolutely gone by. They would only have to bring

forward sufficient students to justify the formation of a class, and the local

authorities would find the necessary accommodation and teacher.

Mr. A. W. GoLiGHTLY (Southern Section) seconded the amendment,

mainly for the reasons advanced by the previous speaker. Another reason was

this, that if they agreed to the idea of a permanent teacher, Manchester, and

Manchester alone, would receive the benefit. Well, that was his opinion.

Take the London area, for instance. How could it affect it at the present

time? He thought a better plan would be to impregnate local authorities

with broad, general principles of social and industrial reform. He believed a

change was coming over the local authorities with regard to education, and

that they would do more for the collective idea in the future, because the

country as a whole was becoming more favourably disposed towards it.

Whilst he was in favour of the adjournment, he would like to say that, in his

opinion, the Central Education Committee deserved every credit for the work

they had done.

Mr. J. M. WiLKiE (Scottish Section) supported the amendment. He said

they should remember that the State was ever increasing the number and

variety of educational classes, and he believed they should take full advantage

of them and not burden the movement with expenditure which could be

avoided. If Mr. Rae could find a man who could do all he outlined then it

was the first time the world knew that such a person could be found.

Mr. W. J. Gilbert (South-Western Section, and Central Education

Committee) expressed his sincere hopes that the amendment would not be

carried. He was rather surprised at the nature of some of the objections

urged against the proposal. He would like to remind their Scottish friends
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that if the motion in favour of adjournment carried it would be impossible

for the Central Education Committee to alter its methods in twelve months'

time. It was also quite impossible for them to get a member on the local

authorities. Well, that was the case in the district where he came from, and

as for asking local authorities to teach " our subjects," they might just as well

ask for the moon. Objection had been taken to the proposal on the ground

that it would only affect Manchester. He did not think that was the correct

interpretation of their scheme, because they believed that the appointment of

such a teacher they had in mind would be felt right throughout the whole of

the movement. He then quoted, with approval, the following passage from

the editorial column of the Cooperative News :
— *' Now is the time to begin

to systematise our co-operative education in a way that it has not been done

hitherto, and to achieve this and maintain it we need a central fount of

instruction and inspiration, guided by a permanent staff of men and women
whose chief work in life would be to attend to this necessary feature of

co-operative development." The educational work of the Union was reviewed

at the Portsmouth Congress, and it would be reviewed again at the present

Congress. He hoped this phase of co-operative endeavour would grow and

that Holyoake House would be developed in the way suggested by Messrs.

Rae and Lucas. He was of opinion that their work had reached that stage

where a special man was needed to deal with it. He thought the younger

generation would prefer a man within the movement than one from the out-

side. He believed their educational work would cost more in the future, but

it should not be allowed to stand still on that account. It should also be

borne in mind that some of the expenses which they had incurred during the

past twelve months were not likely to appear again in the balance sheet.

Mr. W. J. Douse (Midland Section) said he had listened respectfully and

with interest to the remarks of Mr. Rae with regard to the appointment of a

permanent teacher, and he was forced to confess that he could not agree with

them. Before they asked for an examiner he thought they should consider the

question of appointing someone who would set different and more suitable

questions for students to answer at examinations. He raised this point

because at one of the examinations for managers the students were asked to

answer this question : What is Socialism ?

Mr. T. Redfearn (North-Western Section) said he was somewhat

.surprised to hear Messrs. Bisset and Golightly say that they could get

practically all they wanted in the way of educational facilities from the local

authorities in England and Scotland. His own opinion was that if they

attom[)t«>(i to form classes for the study of co-operation, industrial history,

kc, under the auspices of the local authorities they would have a hornets'

ticst about their heads in less than ten minutes. If it were true, or could be

made to come true, what they said, the sooner they (co-operators) gave up their

Central Education Committee, their classes, and their educational facilities

i;«>iiorally the better it would be perhaps for the movement. At the present

tune they had twenty thousand students in their classes, which seemed to
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suggest that it was high time they appointed somebody to control the whole

of their educational system. If they could get some one who could draw up

proper questions for examinations that man would be of great advantage to

the movement. The Central Education Committee was about the only com-

mittee which was doing great propaganda work for the movement— (" No ")

—

and they could not afford to neglect it.

Mr. J. Johnston (North-Western Section) said they wanted an expert in

cooperation, they did not want an expert in saving. They would remember

that Mr. Acland once tried to introduce into the code subjects dealing witJi

co-operation, and they would know that the opposition of those who were

against the movement was so great that he had to withdraw those subjects.

He (the speaker) thought they would fare no better to-day if they were to try

and get some one to do what Mr. Acland endeavoured to do. It seemed to

him absolutely necessary they should have a man of the nature suggested by

tlie Central Education Committee. If they wanted their subjects taught they

must attend to the matter themselves. They did not want the man
particularly for Manchester, and Holyoake House was only the beginning of

organisations in the different sections of the Union for the carrying on of

co-operative educational work. He hoped they were going to recommend

Congress to adopt the proposal submitted by the Central Education Com-

mittee and agree to the appointment of a permanent teacher.

Mr. J. PoLLiTT (North-Western Section) supported the proposal. He said

he was rather surprised at some of the speeches which had been made. So far

they had practically had only speeches for adjournment. They had had the

matter before them, in one form or another, for a long time before coming to

Congress, and he thought they would have come to Aberdeen with their minds

made up one way or another. The point made by Mr. Douse with reference

to questions set for examinations was one of the strongest reasons whicli

could be put forward for the appointment of the suggested permanent teacher.

They could not have the results they ought to have from examiners unless

they were men inside the movement. If they went outside they would get

men whose views were those of the university and not of the working man
co-operator. It was this unsympathetic attitude towards working-class effort

which men university trained could scarcely help and which made results

so disappointing to them, and he ventured to say that if they had an expert to

do the work for them the results would be far more encouraging and far more

beneficial to the movement. He could only describe the remarks of Mr.

Golightly by one word, parochialism, and he hoped they would recognise the

fact that a beginning had to be made somewhere. Fortunately—or unfortun-

ately for some people—they had Holyoake House in a centre of co-operative

activity (Manchester), and he respectfully suggested they should begin where

the means were at theii- disposal. They did not say they should stop at

Holyoake House ; only that they should make a start there. Many of them

knew that even in districts where they had strong co-operative societies they

did not get that recognition of co-operative teaching and education from
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the local authorities as they ought to. In the Parliamentu'y Borough of

Eccles they had twenty-one thousand co-operators, and yet one of the local

authorities refused to allow the Co-operative News and the Mitigate

Monthly to be placed in the public reading-rooms. Incidents of that nature

indicated to him at all events the attitude which local authorities took up

with regard to matters associated with the co-operative movement, and he

heartily agreed that it was a shame.

Mr. W. Gregory (North-Western Section) said he was of opinion that

the scheme was not sufficiently developed. There was something further

behind all this. He thought they ought to have all the details of the scheme

in the minds of the Central Education Committee. He was ready to give the

committee praise for a desire to develop co-operative educational work, but in

the present scheme they had not gone far enough. Had they gone thoroughly

into the matter they would doubtless have found that it was going to cost a

good deal more money than they estimated. Let them take the teacher, for

instance. They were told that they were going to get a man with all those

qualifications for £260 to £300. He was afraid they would have great

difficulty in finding a man who possessed all the qualifications they desired
;

and, supposing they did, it would surely be against the principles of

co-operation to expect so much for so little. His contention was that they

would want several men if they were going to develop co-operative education

in the way they anticipated. They ought to give the members of the Central

Education Committee an opportunity to fully develop their scheme. It was

said in regard to the expenses of the Union for the past twelve months that

some of the items might never occur again. They had law costs to bear last

year, and he would be a wise man who could prophesy that they would have

no law costs to pay in the future. Then, in reference to subscriptions to the

Union, they all knew the difficulty which had been experienced in getting

societies to pay on the increased basis, and the fact that almost a promise had

been made to them that id. would be knocked off sooner or later, which would

reduce the income of the Union by between £2,500 and £3,000. It was a very

Hriious matter, and he respectfully suggested that further consideration stand

over until they kru'w exactly what their position was in regard to it.

Mr. R. Fleming (Irish Conference Association) said that when the

proposal came before the executive of the Irish Conference Association it did

not appeal to them as being revolutionary in the sense of any particular change

in the policy of the Central Education Committee, or in the extension for the

scope of its work. They thought that if they had an expert to co-ordinate

and unify their educational work it would be a very good thing. It would

have the tendency to make the work more methodical and efficient.

Mr. W. R. Rae then replied to the discussion. He said that if education

in regard to continuation classes in England was in the same position as in

Scotland he would be inclined to agree with Mr. Bisset, and would suggest

that they should abolish the Central Education Committee and the educational

ronimitti-e of every society in the country, but as it was not he was afraid
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their committee and the local committees must continue their existence. Mr.

Douse had objected to one of the questions set for managers' examinations.

That question was set by an outside examiner, over whom they had no control.

Had they had any voice in the matter, he thought he would be quite correct

in saying that the question referred to would not have appeared on the

examination paper. Mr, Gregory spoke against the idea of a permanent

teacher because, in his opinion, the scheme was not sufficiently developed,

and that there must be something behind it. His answer to that was that the

scheme was developed as far as it could be ; all their cards were on the table,

and if they deferred consideration for twelve months he was afraid the

conservative type of mind represented by the attitude taken up by Mr.

Gregory would be in the same position then as it was now. So far as the

finances of the Union were concerned, he said the present balance sheet

showed that there was a balance in hand of £6,000, which was ever increasing,

and yet they were supposed to have no money at their disposal. What did

they propose to do with all those accumulated funds? He did not think they

knew how well off they were.

The vote was then taken, with the following result :—In favour of

adjournment, 34 ; in favour of resolution, 29.

QUESTION OF AN APPOINTMENT.
The report was then considered, and on that portion dealing with the

work of the Central Education Committee, Mr. R. R. Prynne (South-Western

Section) raised the question of the committee appointment of representatives

on the British University Joint Committee. When the Bristol people asked

for the appointment of a representative they (the South-W^estern Sectional

Board) understood that one of their colleagues (Mr. Gilbert), who was a

member of the Central Education Committee, was suggested. Mr. Gilbert,

however, declined on account of the distance he was from Bristol, but pointed

out that they of the South-Western Sectional Board had a member resident at

Bristol who had special qualifications for such an appointment by being

actively engaged in the work of education. The suggestion was, however,

passed over, and Mr. Bryant, from the Western Section, and a non-resident

in Bristol, was appointed. They took exception to the appointment, not on

account of Mr. Bryant himself, but for the reasons he had mentioned, and

because the Central Education Committee had not followed the general

principle observed in the movement in regard to such matters. They, in the

Southwestern Section, would like the suggestion passed on to the Education

Committee that they would do well to appoint representatives from the

sections concerned.

Mr. W. R. Rae said that the committee in making the appointment had

no intention of slighting any section or any individual, and that the principle

which had guided them was that of sending to the British University Joint

Committee the member of the committee who was nearest to Bristol. The
point was this : Would it be better to send a man who was in touch with the
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work of the Central Education Committee or a man who lived nearest to

Bristol and who was not in touch with the committee ?

TRAINING OF EMPLOYEES.
yiv. B. Williams (Southern Section) said that the Central Education

Committee, in the concluding paragraph of the report, had consciously, or

unconsciously, done a great injustice to the men in the service of the move-

ment who had not been trained. Was it the intention of the committee to

make a fetish of training? He hoped not, because if they were not going to

allow anybody to serve in their societies who had not been specially trained

they were going to shut out many excellent men. It was quite possible for

men to rise to the top, not on account of special training, but simply through

natural ability. Perhaps Mr. Rae would outline the qualifications which the

Central Education Committee thought their employes should possess.

Mr. Rae said it would not be a very difficult matter to comply with the

suggestion of Mr. Williams, but it would take a long time to give the whole

of the qualifications which they as a committee thought a salesman should

possess. They were of opinion, however, that employes should not only hold

co-operative certificates, but that-, as they said in their report, they should be

trained to be co-operative missionaries. That was a duty which some com-

mittees seemed to have forgotten. They did not expect men who had been a

long time with societies and had shown great skill in manipulating things to

be promoted as salesmen, for the simple reason that they took it for granted

such men would have been salesmen all those years. But surely other things

being equal trained men should have the preference when it came to a question

of promotion.

LOANS TO SOCIETIES.

Mr. R. R. PuYNNE (South-Western Section) drew attention to the fact

that an application from a scx-iety for a loan under the joint propaganda

w-'heme had been received and an advance granted. W'ere they to understand

from this that the Propaganda Committee, on application from societies,

would be prepared to make loans?

The General Secretary said that the Joint Committee was composed of

representatives of the Wholesale Society and the Union. The Wholesale

Society had set aside a fund for the purpose of assisting smneties at formation,

and it was from that fund that the sm'iety in question had received a loan.

There was no intention on the part of the Wholesale Society to assist existing

sfxioties with loans from this fund. Th»» Wholesale Society had quit<» a

number of scNMeties under supervision, which had received financial assistance

in the way ho hat! suggested.

PARLIAMENTARY MATTERS.
The (fKNERAL Secretary, in reply to a question, said the first reading of

th(> Industrial and Provident Societies (Amendment) Bill was taken in the

House of Commons recently.
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Mr. J. C. KenWORTHY (North-Western Section) asked if any attempt

would be made to pass the clauses relative to nominations into law by them-

selves? They were probably the most important part of the Bill.

Mr. H. J. May (secretary of the Joint Parliamentary Committee) said

the committee had not yet considered what they would do in the event of the

Bill being thrown out, because they had been fully assured there was every

possibility that it would be passed during the present session.

THE STRIKE AT LEICESTER.

Mr. B. Williams (Southern Section) asked if the Joint ('oramittee of

Trade-unionists and Co-operators offered their services to the Wholesale

Society and the National Union of Boot and Shoe Operatives at an earlier

stage in the strike at the Wholesale Society's factories at Leicester? If not,

and the con.stitution of the committee stood in the way, would it not be possible

to so amend the constitution as would enable the committee to move as soon

as a dispute was threatened ? It seemed a pity that the men's union did not

approach the joint committee before striking.

The General Secretary said they would find a full report in regard to

the strike in the current issue of the Co-operative News. Immediately a strike

took place the attention of Mr. Richards (of the National Union of Boot and

Shoe Operatives) was drawn to the existence of the Joint Committee, and he

refused to avail himself of it, saying it was of no use. Eventually the Joint

Committee was able to bring the two parties together in a round-table

conference, with very fortunate results, as they would see from the issue of the

New8 for that week.

Mr. B. Williams thought the Joint Committee deserved the congratula

tions of the Board for the work which they had done.

CREDIT TRADING.
Mr. J. Johnston (North-Western Section) said that instead of asking

Congress to abolish the Credit Committee they should take immediate and

practical steps to limit credit trading in the movement. The amount owing

by members of distributive societies was £1,195,591. Surely when they had

to place such figures before the public vigorous efforts should be made to

diminish the amount of credit trading which went on in the movement. He
moved a resolution on these lines.

Mr. J. C. Kenworthy (North-Western Section) seconded the resolution.

Mr. G. BisSET (Scottish Section) said he regretted very much that the

Credit Committee seemed to be at the close of its career, because he did not

think it was costing the Union any great amount of money. He thought the

committee had done good service in tabulating information received from the

various sections and showing one section what another section was doing in

the matter of credit trading.

Mr. J. Smith (Northern Section, and chairman of the Committee on

Credit Trading) said the committee felt that the responsibility for credit
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trading was best left to the sections, because they knew the circumstances

better than the committee. They were unanimous in recommending the

aboHtion of tlie committee.

The resolution moved by Mr. Johnston was ruled out of order, and the

report of the committee adopted.

UNION'S PUBLICATIONS.
Mr. W. T. Charter (Southern Section) drew attention to the publications

of the Union, and asked if any explanation could be given in regard to the

decrease in receipts.

The General Secretary replied to the effect that in 1911 the Union sold

many thousands of copies of " Our Story " at Id. each, which accounted for

the fact tliat the receipts for that year showed an increase on those of 1912.

The other publications of the Union showed increases in sales.

CO-OPERATION WITH OTHER FORCES.

Mr. E. O. Greening (hon. member of the Board) said that he desired, in

the friendliest manner possible, to make his remonstrances, not only for what

had been done in regard to the matter of "co-operation with other forces,"

but also for the way in which it had been done. He took it that they (the

honorary members of the Board) were asked to continue their attendance in

order that they might have the benefit of their advice in avoiding in the future

the dangers of the past. Lancashire was still suffering from the attempt to

identify co-operation with politics in years gone by, and he was most anxious

that anything of a similar nature should not happen again. In the report,

headed " Co-operation with other forces," they had disclosed the fact that

measures had been taken for which they had no authority. No opportunity

had been given for ripening co-operative opinion on the matter. They had

taken advantage of Mr. Maxwell's suggestion and asked certain bodies to

meet them and discuss questions with practically closed doors, and unless a

firm stand was taken now the same course of action might be repeated next

year and proposals carried without adequate di.scussion and which might lead

to a great disaster in the co-operative movement. He hoped the resolution to

be submitted to Congress would not be carried without an addition to the

effect that the movement should not identify itself in any way with any political

party. He had received many letters from all parts of the country approving

of the views he had ventured to express in the Co-operative News. He under-

stood that men were being elected on co-operative committees for political

reasons, and that one society was proposing to revise its rules so as to permit

it to join the Labour Party. Were that spirit to spread broadcast he believed

it would create dissensions in the movement, even if it did not bring about

disaster. Since political views were introduced into the Trades Union
Congress they have absolutely excluded the discussion of economic questions.

People were withdrawing their trade from their societies on account of the

introduction of politics, and withdrawal of trade meant tho withdrawal of
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that which made a society successful. The movement was composed of all

views, and they agreed that it should be so. What he was most anxious about

was this, that they should accept in Conj^ress any amendment which would

exclude the j)ossibility of the movement being involved in political action.

The tiKNKRAL Secretary pointed out that it was agreed by all the parties

to tlie conference that it should be of a non-committal character. The Labour

Party realised that it would be inadvisable to suggest that the co-operative

movement should ally itself to any political party at the present time. He
also stated that the representatives of the Co-operative Union would not

commit the movement to anything without the approval of Congress.

Mr. B. WoLFENDEN ( North-Wcstcm Section) said Mr. Greening had given

him the impression that he was of the opinion that the split in co-operative

circles at Rochdale was on account of politics. It was not; it was on account

of a difference of opinion respecting trading with the Wholesale Society.

Mr. R. R. Chappell (Western Section) said he believed the United Board

had made a great mistake in recognising any political party. He took an

active part in politics, but that did not prevent him from saying that the

movement should keep clear of politics, otherwise they would have dissension

in their midst. Only a few days previously the committee of a society was

elected strictly on party lines. He hoped the idea of a fusion of forces would

go no further, and that they would disassociate themselves from it.

The General Secretary pointed out that it was not the United Board

which had taken action, but the Central Board. The majority of the

Sectional Boards had expressed themselves in favour of the action taken by

the United Board.

Mr. A. W. GoLiGHTLY (Southern Section) said he desired to ask Mr.

Greening to kindly desist from going about prophesying disasters to the

movement of one kind and another. The question would have to come before

Congress, and then Mr. Greening could have a voice in its settlement. If

there was any unrest in the movement—and he had not seen any signs of it

—

he was respcmsible for it by saying things which had not actually occurred.

Ho hoped they would not hear any further remarks about a proposal for a

definite alliance between the co-operative movement and the Labour Party.

Mr. E. R. Wood (Western Section) : Is it not a fact that three oi- four of

the Sectional Boards protested against any action being taken ?

The (Sknkral Secretary : No; I do not think so.

MEMORIAL TO THE PIONEERS.

The General Secretary reported that the committee of the Rochdale

Pioneers' Society had waited upon the United Board with respect to a

memorial to the pioneers of the movement, and that the United Board had
appointed a small committee to work in conjunction with the Rochdale Society.

Mr. T. Redfearn (chairman of the committee) submitted a brief report,

which would be brought forward for consideration at Congress. It was
proposed t^i keep the graves of the pioneers in repair, and to erect a memorial
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(perhaps a drinking fountain) in one of the parks in Rochdale. With this

object in view, they proposed to recommend to Congress to sanction an appeal,

which would be an international one, for £5,000 or £6,000.

The General Secretary also stated that the graves of thirteen of the

twenty-eight pioneers had been discovered,

Mr. W. T. Charter (Southern Section) said he would like to support the

idea of a memorial to the pioneers, but he did not think the movement would

be favourable to raising £6, (XX). Was it not possible to found an adequate

memorial at a much less cost?

It was resolved that the report be submitted to Congress with a request

that the question be remitted to the United Board for further inquiry.

THE SCHOLARSHIPS.
-Mr. W. R. Rae (Northern Section) introduced the question of the scholar-

ships at Oriel College, and asked when the United Board obtained legal

i>pinion that they could not be transferred.

The General Secretary said the opinion was obtained and conveyed to

the secretary of the Central Education Committee only a few months ago.

Mr. Rae said he had obtained a copy of the deeds relating to the scholar-

ships, and said that under one of the clauses they had power, provided certain

conditions obtained, to secure the transference of the scholarships. He had

come prepared to go fully into the matter, but as they had no more time at

their disposal, he would raise the question again later.

The report was adopted, and the proceedings terminated.

AT THE LUNCHEON.

The members of the Central Board, the delegates from the Continent,

the representatives of the Wholesale Societies, and special guests of the

Congress were entertained at lunch, as usual, on Saturday after the meeting

«»f the Central Board. The function t<x>k place in the Gondoliers' Hall, North
Silver Street, Aberdeen, and the entertainment, culinary and oratorical, was
on a generous scale, the former particularly so. Mr. George Bisset presidetl,

and sup(K)rting him on his right hand were the Lord Provost of Aberdeen
(Hon. Adam .Maitland), Mr. James Deans (the Congress president). Mr.

Robert St<'wart, J. P. (president of the Scottish (Cooperative Wholesale

Society). Mr. W. Maxwell, J. P. (representing the International Alliance), and
•Mr. Whitehead ((ieneral Secretary of ^the Union). On the left he was
supported by Mr. Shillito (chairman of the Cooperative Wholesale Society),

Rev. Professor Curtis (Aberdeen University), Mr. W. Openshaw (deputy-

president of the Congress), Mr. Lander (Co-operative Wholesale Society),

and Treasurer Kemp (representing the municipality of Aberdeen). The
com))any numbered about 200.
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The menu having been dealt with, the Chairman expressed the hope that

the delegates had enjoyed their repast. An expression which was responded

to with indications that his hopes had already been realised. He offered the

visitors a cordial welcome to Aberdeen, and expressed regret on account of the

weather, which they might not all have thought to their liking. He explained,

in confidence, that Aberdeen had only been having a wash-up in preparation

for the Congress. He was certain that when the sun did break out and the

atmosphere got warmer the conditions would be more agreeable. With these

sentiments the delegates agreed. Proceeding, the Chairman proposed the

toast of "The King," He said we were fortunate in this country in not

having any controversy as to whether there should be a monarchy or a

republic. He spoke with feelings almost of reverence for Queen Victoria, of

revered memory, who used to speak of " her neighbours of Aberdeen," and he

added that the present King and his father had favoured Aberdeen in many
ways. Indeed, he assured the company that there was no more loyal popula-

tion anywhere than was found in Aberdeen. He asked the company to drink

long life and prosperity to King George, and the company loyally responded.

Treasurer Kemp, who proposed " The Co-operative Movement," said he

presumed that the request that he should propose that toast was due to the

belief that a man always makes the best speech on the subject about which he

knows least. He certainly knew the local history of the movement from its

inception, and knew the men who started it, but he was not so familiar with

the movement across the country. However, if one were to judge of the whole

movement from its success locally, it had certainly earned its prominence and

deserved the fame it had achieved. One of the highest compliments that

could be paid to the movement was that its methods were imitated—those

who decried co-operation most did their best to copy bits of it. He knew the

promoters of co-operation in Aberdeen, and they were impressed deeply with

the idea that co-operation in the distribution of produce would be a good

thing. He had been warned that he should not make a long speech, and so

he would content himself by telling a story. He proceeded to tell the story

of the boy who got a present of a pair of bantams, and who was disappointed

at the size of the eggs. The boy's father was amazed one day to see a notice

opposite where the fowls were sitting; attached to the notice was a turkey's

egg, and written above it were the words : "Keep your eye on this, and do
your best." His advice to the co-operators, in view of their history, would
be, " Keep your eye on that history and do your best."

Mr. J. Shillito, J. P., who the Chairman described as the Grand Old
Man of the movement, was cordially greeted on rising to respond. Mr.
Shillito said the co-operative movement to-day had a standing and a power
that was never dreamt of fifty years ago. The goods to be shown at the

exhibition that afternoon could be compared with the best in the country.

It had been said in a boot and shoe trade journal that the co-operative move-
ment was showing goods at exhibitions that it could not make, but when the
representatives of that journal were invited to their premises they had to
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admit that they were in error, and they had confessed that they could not have

believed it. The movement was growing in power. Last year 150,000 members

had joined the distributive societies, and tlien, he added, they had to think

of the resources of the movement. The Labour member for Halifax (Mr.

Parker)—a personal friend of his own—had said that the rich were getting

richer and richer and the poor were getting poorer and poorer. There were

nearly three millions of members in the co-operative movement, and if they

calculated each member as representing a family of five, they could say that

there were fifteen million out of forty million people of this country connected

with the co-operative movement, and they, at any rate, were not getting

poorer and poorer. The co-operative movement had in shares and reserves

accumulated funds of fifty-three millions. That gave them vast power, and

they ought not to quibble about little things, but determine to accomplish

great things by unification and amalgamation where there was force wanted.

The movement had already conquered where they never imagined they would

have been able to conquer. They had fifty millions of money at their service

;

the two Wholesale Societies had fourteen millions of money, and they had a

floating capital of three millions that had been written off to safeguard their

undertakings. To refer to the speech of Treasurer Kemp, he would say that

the movement had laid the turkey eggs. The movement was like a machine

to which one motion was added after another. Co-operators did not think

anything about it, but strangers who came to look at it for the first time

were amazed. Co-operators, too, had to remember that they had brother

co-operators on the Continent. They liked to come to us, and we liked to send

delegates to their Congresses. He hoped this feeling would be kept up.

They all knew what co-operation had done among the Danes, the Finns, the

Dutch, the Germans, and the French. In the case of the French movement
a great act of unity had lately been carried through there, when two bodies

that have grown up side by side sank their differences and agreed to go

forward together as one body. He contended that there was no working-

class movement that could point to such a record of things accomplished as the

ro operative movement could.

Mr. RoBT. Stewart, J. P. (chairman of the Scottish Co-operative Whole
Hale Society) was introduced as the Grand ** Young " Man of the movement.
He rose to propose the toast of *' The Lord Provost, Magistrates, and Town
Council of Aberdeen." The Chairman, he said, had told them that they

had been having a wash-up in Aberdeen, but he could assure the company
that Aberdeen did not require any shower baths for cleansing purposes. The
city reflected the greatest credit on the Lord Provost and Town Council, who
were the trustees for the citizens of no me^n city, and the various depart-

ments of the social and civic life of the city, recalling the fact that placed
it al«.iu"*ide the co-operative movement for progress and efl!ciency. History
told til. Ill of the remarkable events connected with ^Aberdeen. The first Lord
I'luvust was an earl, the Earl of Huntly, and he was appointed in 1547. They
li.i\t! had several misadventures in connection with the election of magistrates.



2ti The Luncheon.

At one time the plague visited the city and they had to go outside the city

to elect the magistrate. On two occasions when the elections were about to

take place rebels invaded the city, but the invasion that began that day was

not an invasion of rebels, but of men imbued with a desire to do good woik for

the people of the Unite<l Kingdom. The magistrates need not go away on

this (X'casion. because the invaders hoped to leave the city better than they

found it. The Town Council of Aberdeen had taken part in some of the

must progressive work of municipalities in Scotland. Aberdeen had the finest

art and sculpture galleries in the country ; it had a splendid service of trams

and gas and water. The splendid work of the city was taken part in by

co-operators, who had rendered excellent service to the citizens, among whom
he mentioned specially Mr. Bisset and Mr. Keir, who was chairman of the

School Board, which was one of the foremost boards in the country, with

the exception of Govan. They had a market there that was second to none

in the United Kingdom. Their fish amounted in value to 1^ millions,

and they had a profit of £5,000 off that market paid into the common good.

They had certainly done their duty for the city. He wished long life and

prosperity to the council, and especially to the Lord Provost, who was held in

the highest esteem by all sections. Some of the visitors, he said, would think

that a lord provost was not so important as a lord mayor, but he was far more

important. They all knew that the provost occupied a high position in the

Church of England and the Church of Rome ; then they had the provost-

marshal in the army, and they had the provost in the navy, all exercising

great authority, and from this he argued that the lord provost was of much
more importance than the lord mayor.

The Lord Provost, replying, said Mr. Stewart had given him many
points with regard to the history of Aberdeen that he had not been quite

aware of, but the fact of the matter was that there were so many great and

wonderful things connected with Aberdeen that no mere man could ever hope

to know them all. They were, therefore, always glad to be learning some-

thing. Mr. Bisset had given the one explanation of the lain with which they

had gieeted the delegates, but he was not sure that that was the only one or

the right (me. The fact was that they did not wish there should be any dryness

about their reception to the delegates. With regard to the Lord Provost and

magistrates, he always felt that while they had in Aberdeen something to be

proud of, they had more to be grateful for. In their municipal sense they had
been born with a silver sptwn in their mouth, and they owed a great deal to

their ancestors. For 400 years their city had had the benefit of a university,

known as "the lamp of the north," and had been sending out men who had
lightetl their toivh at that lamp and gone to all parts of the world carrying

with them enlightenment and vigour and enterprise which had been of benefit

to themselves and to the whole world. Their ancestors had founded the city

well, spending large sumsof m(mey in improving the main arteries; in fact,

they were themselves bankrupt in the doing of it, but they have now a city

which for beauty, amenities, and health would compare with any of the cities
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from which the delegates to the Congress had come. His speech was really

contained in the handbook the delegates had given them. He did not write

it, but that did not matter so long as he got the credit for it. On behalf of

the Council he extended a hearty welcome to the delegates. He offered the

best wishes of the community, and though many of the delegates were

strangers they would take them in—take them kindly—so that they might

carry away pleasant memories.

Mr. W. Maxwell, proposing " The Clergy," said the clergy filled a

unique position, and that their influence for the welfare of mankind could be

enhanced or diminished according to the interest they took in the lives of their

fellows—spiritual and material. That influence could be very greatly added

to by an outspoken, honest denunciation of selfishness, immorality, and

injustice. He could not let the occasion pass without paying his tribute of

respect to those clergymen who had taken the platform and pleaded the cause

of co-operation. He thought the old practice—the old and obsolete practice-

-

of preaching to the poor to be contented with their lot was not now accepted.

Among the clergy of Aberdeen they had Dr. George Adam Smith, the justly

esteemed Principal of the University, who, in season and out of season, had

done so much to abolish or minimise the terrible sweating that raged through-

out that country. When they had a man animated with feelings of that kind

they were clear of the idea of preaching to the poor to be contented with their

position. Since the days of John Knox, at least, Scotland always had a very

large proportion of men who were not ashamed and who were never afraid to

denounce man's inhumanity to man. When there was more unselfishness there

would be more justice and less " charity." He sincerely trusted that the small

divisions that divided the churches at present would shortly be absorbed in

Christian co-operation.

Rev. Professor Curtis, responding, said Mr. Maxwell left him personally

in no doubt as to the place that was still left for the clergy in the life of

Scotland, if they were to be true to the principles and responsibilities which

ought to come very easily and very simply to those who officially bore the

sacred name they all liked to honour. It was not for him, one of the younger

clergy, as well as one of the younger tea<;hers in the university, to pose as in

any way specially competent to rise and acknowledge that gracious tt)ast, and

yet, if he IumI a (]ualification it was that he was proud of his profession, and

he did not think that nowadays the men attracted to it could be justly said to

be men who hunted aft^er sinecures, or who looked for wealth or the soft and

comfoilablo places of the world. The time was when in all the churches,

whether celibate or otherwise, it could justly be said that the temptations of

Huch a life were great and anxious, but in a cause like theirs, which had
passed, in one short century, through so vast and wonderful an industrial

development, which had seen such a transference of political and social power,

in which that great movement represented there had contributed so power-

fully, it could not be said that in such a land and in such a time those who
gave their lives to the service of humanitv in the uniform of Jesus Christ
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could be thought to be covetous of an easy living. Looking round at the men
who were working in their parishes, in wliatever uniform they appeared, he

had reason to be proud of the cloth he shared. From twenty-five to thirty

minutes was still the allowance for a minister in Scotland when he rose to open

his mouth, but he did not propose to exhaust that limit, as he had to preach

the following day to the delegates. He did not claim to be an authority on the

great concerns upon which the delegates were authorities, but he had seen a

great Christian spirit, a brotherly feeling, and a determination to lighten the

conditions of the masses of the people through self-help, and not through

charity, animating the great co-operative movement from the beginning till

now, and he therefore had to thank the committee for, in a manner, appointing

him to be chaplain to the Congress.

Mr. T. Redfearn proposed " The Press " very briefly. He said the

only influence greater than that of the Press was the influence of women.
If it were not for the Press, however, we should all be ignoramuses at the

present time. If they had not the Press to publish their speeches they would

know very little about them after they were delivered.

Mr. T. P. Gill (of the " Aberdeen Free Press ") formally replied, and the

proceedings closed with the toast of '* Bon Accord," proposed from the chair.

OPENING OF THE EXHIBITION*

STIRRING ADDRESS BY MR. ROBERT STEWART.

MR. LANDER ON THE FUTURE OF CO-OPERATIVE PRODUCTION.

One of the largest assemblies that one remembers to have seen at the

opening ceremony of any Congress Exhibition of recent years was that

which crowded the Olympia Skating Rink in Justice Mill Lane, on Saturday

afternoon, 10th May, 1913. It was indeed a very gratifying tribute to the

interest excited in co-operative enterprise that so many people were present,

considering that the Granite City had its traditional beauty of building

shrouded in mist, whilst an intermittent drizzle of rain made out of doors

anything but agreeable.

The principals taking part in the official opening had the advantage of

speaking from the bandstand, which had been temporarily fitted up as a

rostrum. Here Mr. James Allan (chairman of the Scottish Section of the

Co-operative Union) was accompanied by Mr. Robert Stewart (chairman of

the Scottish Co-operative Wholesale Society), to whom the honour had been

given of taking the chief part in the ceremonial of the day ; and also by
Mr. J. Shillito. J.P. (the veteran chairman of the English Wholesale Society),

Mr. W. Maxwell (chairman of the International Co-operative Alliance),
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Mr. W. Lander (Co-operative Wholesale Society director), Mr. R. Halstead

(Productive Federation), Mr. J. Davison (Central Botird), Mr. E, O. Greening

(London), Mr. J. Pearson (secreteay of the Scottish Wholesale Society), and

three foreign delegates in the persons of Messrs. Rosling and Hedborg (from

Scandinavia) and Mr. Arola (from Finland).

The Chairman, with business-like brevity, introduced Mr. Stewart, and

in doing so he explained that the exhibition represented what could be

produced under co-operation. He said he trusted that, as the result of that

gathering, their interest would be deepened not only in what had been

accomplished by co-operative production in the past but in the record for

the future, which, he hoped, would leave far, far behind the record of the

past.

Mr. Stewart opened by expressing his delight at being present at what
he described as one of the most unique events in connection with the long

history of Co-operative Congresses in the United Kingdom. That was their

first visit to the far north of Scotland. " We have come hero to-day," he

said, " to show to the people of Scotland and the delegates from all parts

the power and the wonderful resources of the great co-operative movement

—

this movement of ours that has done more than any other movement for the

social and material welfare of the people of our comitry. We to-day stand

in awe and admiration at the great progress that has been made in connection

with retail trading and with the great productive enterprises carried on

successfully by the Wholesale Societies and by the productive societies in

connection with the co-operative movement. We come here with exhibits,

feeling that we can appeal to every man and woman who desires to meet
the condition of the workers of our country by asking you, if you have not

already l^ecome active supporters ot this great social force, to identify your-

selves with us, because we feel that co-operation is not an experiment, but

one of the most helpful agencies for the amelioration of the people in the

world." Those exhibits, he went on to say, had been produced in their

co-operative societies and their productive workshops, under conditions

that had never been imposed by Acts of Parliament upon the great

co-operative movement, but by the spontaneous desire to give the workers

under their charge the shortest number of hours and the highest rates of

wages that prevailed in the various industries throughout the country.

Not many weeks ago they had an exhibition at Glasgow that brought to the

cheek of every man and woman who visited it the blush of shame for the

conditions of labour that existed to-day in the various industries of the

rountrj-—conditions that were a standing menace to their social life and a

blot on their Christianity. There were shown examples of work done by
people engaged sixty or seventy hours a week in home employment, and
earning from a penny to throe-halfpence an hour. But the co-operative

movement, in shirt-making, only employed their workers for forty-four

hours a wet»k, and, on the average, the workers were making ITs. a week.

With sue)) conditions, therefore, they felt that they could appeal to every
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right-thinking roan and woman in the country to join with them, and help

one of the greatest machines in operation to sweep aside many of the

anomalies that had so long held the dovm -trodden workers of the country

in bondage. Again, in connection with the co-operative movement, he

could point out that they were not marching into a wilderness or desert, but

to a Ituid of promise that would not disappoint them, because they had past

experience which showed that they made good profits in which the workers

partook. There were 58,000 male and female employes in the co-operative

movement, and they were not working and toiling in the interests of private

capitalists, but for themselves and the class they represented. " Ladies

and gentlemen," said Mr. Stewart, towards the conclusion, " individualism

stands condemned here to-day, and the laws of competition must be swept

aside ; and the only force that is able, with its immense experience, with its

solid membership, and with its vast capital and splendidly-equipped work-

shops, to stamp it out, is the great co-operative movement."

Mr. W. Lander (Co-operative Wholesale Society) moved a hearty

vote of thanks to Mr. Stewart for his services and his address, and

also to the chairman for presiding. He said they were all there that after-

noon to advocate and defend the movement to its fullest extent. So far as

Mr. Stewart was concerned, however, he wanted to say that he (Mr. Stewart)

was following a great leader who had occupied the position as chairman of the

Scottish Co-operative Wholesale Society, and was an inspirer of noble

principles. But they had heard Mr. Stewart that afternoon, and they were

familiar with his work, and little was required from him (Mr. Lander) to

prove that Mr. Stewart was a leader of men of the right type, imbued with

a desire to make life worth living here and to make a good preparation for

the better life beyond. However, he need not waste time in bringing them,

with acclamation, to give the vote of thanks which was so richly deserved,

not only for that afternoon's work, but for the work that had been done

before, and the work they hoped, which by the goodness of providence to be

spared, Mr. Stewart would do in years to come. So far as Mr. Allan was
concerned, they could not say much about him but what they all knew.

Mr. Allan was, like himself, a modest man, who said what he had got

to say in a few words. However, he had done his work exceedingly

well, and people who knew him intimately would recommend him as a true

co-operator. But, went on Mr. Lander, why were they there that afternoon ?

What was the meaning of the development of co-operative production ?

What were they aiming at ? They were aiming, he said, at controlling the

forces of capital and labour in the interests of the body politic, and not in

the interests of the few. Some people had wanted to know if co-operative

production had reached its limit. He would say, emphatically no. So far

as he was concerned, it would not have reached the limit till it encompassed

the whole of the industrial life of the nation, just as they expected that some
day the private shopkeeper would cease to exist, and co-operation would
control the commercial and industrial side of the world's affairs. If it had
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done good to two and a half millions of the population, it ought to be

accepted by the forty-five millions of the population. But in the meantime
they were developing a great work. How and when would they develop it

faster ? When the jjeople bought more of the co-operatively produced goods ;

when they made it compulsory for more factories to be erected ; and " for

heaven's sake," he said, " do not help us by going to look for the cheapest

lines you can get, and c€ill yourselves co-operators at the same time. Be
consistent." It would be the object of the Wholesale Societies to develop

where they could. There was no question about that, and he thought that

Mr. Stewart would agree with him. They intended to develop production

and throw the onus on the people to support the enterprise. So far they

had only been playing with the matter, so to speak. There were great fields

to conquer, and they would have to tackle the question of the growth and
the control of raw material necessary for production. They would have to

enter a wider field, and they were going to try, with the support and the

money of the people, to break down the opposition of syndicates and
combines ; and they were going to inherit the land where the raw materials

were grown, not only in the interests of themselves, but in the interests of

the downtrodden in this and other countries. They would ask the people to

help them. They would go on, whether the people said they must do so or

not. He would like to see some effort made to remove restrictions placed

upon them, and he said he could not see why co-operation could not go on
the exchanges at places like Manchester, Liverpool, and Glasgow, to sell

it« goods alongside dukes, earls, and merchant princes. He sincerely trusted,

however, that they would make a serious attempt to widen the sphere of

co-operation, emd do all they possibly could to give the masses greater

culture, citizenship, and a nobler purpose in life. He had abundant pleasure

in submitting the resolution of thanks, and he asked them to pass it with
hearty acclamation.

Mr. R. Halstead (Co-operative Productive Federation) seconded. He
said they ought to regard the brilliant speech of Mr. Stewart as a clarion

call to do their duty. Ho had been thinking about a matter they had l)een

I during the present term. They had been talking about unituig

i ») thought they had in that exhibition a symbol of what they

cuuld do and be. As Mr. Lander said, it was an exhibition that represented

a combination of ca{)ital and labour, and if trade-unionists would only come
along they would solve the problem by which the trade union movement
was faced. If they could only square matters as they had squared them
with their trade union friends on the mere basis of employment, if tho

trade-unionists would come along and satisfy co-operators as co-operaUirs

had satisfied them, he thought it would be the best form of the union of

forces they could have. Let them extend the field of employment for their

workers and members, and if they did that the problem of imiting forces,

OS far as it was concerned industrially, would be settled.

Mr. J. Shillito (chainnan, English Co-operative Wholesale Society)
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at this steige of the proceedings presented Mr. Stewart and Mr. Allan with

specially-bound copies of the Wholesale Societies' Annual, as a token of the

work they had perfonned that afternoon in opening the exhibition. Both

were conscientious co-operators, but they all joined in one common
sentiment as Britishers. There were delegates from England, Ireland,

Scotland, and Wales, as well as representatives frem the Continent of

Europe ; they were all joining together in one common cause, with one aim,

and let them do their duty one to another.

Mr. J. Davison (Central Board) rose to present Mr. Stewart and Mr. Allan

with a copy each of " Industrial Co-operation," by CatheriiiC Webb. It was

not necessary for them to read the books in order to increase their know-

ledge of co-operation ; the volumes, however, would carry with them

something more than a commercial value. But they wore honouring two

men who had risen from the ranks. There were many more such men in

the ranks, and he hoped that many more would follow the example of the

recipients. They felt that this was a fitting opportunity to recognise, in

some shape or form, the work that Mr. Stewart and Mr. Allan had done

towards the betterment of their fellow men. The directors of the Co-opera-

tive Wholesale Society were not millionaires, but directors of millions.

These millions had been collected from the masses—not unconscientiously,

nor by oppression, nor compulsorily, nor at the expense of sweated

labour—they had been collected so that they might be expended in the

welfare of the masses. And it was their duty to go on, under the

inspiration of their leaders, till the State within the State was accompli^'hed

in the State itself.

Mr. Stewart responded, and he said he hoped that they would all do

what they could to carry out the plan outlined by Mr. Lander, to go into

fresh fields and grow and own the means of the raw material. In Scotland

they had been going into that matter, and many of them felt that the time

had come to go in and conquer the land. He said that he would cherish

the books presented to him as long as he lived.
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MONDAY. I2th MAY. 19/3.

HBh

MORNING SITTING^

THE OPENING SCENE.

The Forty-fifth Annual Co-operative Congress opened in the Music Hall,

Aberdeen, on Monday, 12th May, at 9-30 a.m., when the weather was in

striking contrast to that which the delegates had experienced since thoir

arrival in the Silver City. Saturday and Sunday wore dull, drab days of

incessant rain, but on Monday morning the sun shone upon the visitors as

they made their way to the Congress Hall, and revealed to them the city

in all its grandeur and beauty. The delegates appreciated the change ;

but any temptation there may have been to linger outside the Music Hall

was resisted, and at the appointed hour the body of the hall was well filled

with the 1,250 delegates, whilst the surrounding gallery was crowded with

inU^rcated visitors. The platform was a fully representative one, and, in

addition to the leading British co-operate )rH, there were the following repro-

-ntatives from co-operative organisations abroad :—Mr. Karl Arola (Finland),

Mr. \. J. Cleuet (France), McHsrs. ('. Heimann, K. Schorling, and H. Bastlein

' ' rniftny), and Messrs. K. (J. Kosling and W. J. Hedborg (Swtxlen). The
int'Tiiational Alliance was represented by Mr. W. Maxwell and Dr. Hans
Miillor ; the Tiados Union Congri«s by Mr. J. CViinis ; the Union of Teachers
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by Mr. G. T. Hyden ; the Labour Department of the Board of Trade by
Mr. J. J. Dent ; and the Registry of Friendly Societies by Mr. H. C. Souter.

Others on the platform at the opening of the proceedings were the Chairman

of Congress (Mr. James Deans), the deputy-chairman (Mr. W. Openshaw),

Mr, J. Shillito (chairman, Co-operative Wholesale Society), Mr. A. Whitehead

(general secretary. Co-operative Union), Mr. T. Horrocks (assistant secretary),

and members of the Central Board of the Union. The civic head of the

city, the Lord Provost (Mr. Adam Maitland), occupied a seat on the left of

the chairman, and extended a hearty welcome to the Congress.

At the opening of the proceedings, the chair was occupied by Mr. W.
Openshaw, who, rising punctually at 9-30, was given a most cordial reception.

He said that after the experience they had had during the past two or three

days, he thought they were entitled to compliment themselves on having

such beautiful weather for the opening of their Congress. His first duty

was a very pleasant one ; it was nothing less than that of introducing the

Lord Provost of Aberdeen. Before he came to Aberdeen he was -in con-

sideralile doubt as to the kind of man a Lord Provost was, but at the Central

Board luncheon on the Saturday Mr. Robert Stewart (chairman of the

Scottish Wholesale Society) threw some light on the point for him ; and he

had his authority for saying that a Lord Provost was very much like a Lord

Mayor in England, only he was something better. He also had the authority

of one of the professors of Aberdeen University for saying that the Lord

Provost now with them was the best Lord Provost in Scotland. He had not

come into contact with the Lord Provost very much personally, but from

what he had seen, heard, and read of him he had come to the conclusion

that he was not only an excellent Lord Provost, but also an exceedingly

good man. He had great pleasure, on behalf of the delegates, in inviting

him to their platform that morning.

THE LORD PROVOST'S WELCOME.

The Lord Provost suitably acknowledged the welcome given him by

the delegates and the kindly words with which the chairman had introduced

him. Proceeding, he said he nmst apologise for appearing before them in

his own clothes instead of his municipal robes. Time had not permitted of

the change, and he could only hope that they would accept the individual

in his own garments, and patiently wait until the civic reception and enter-

tainment on the Wednesday for his appearance in his official robes. They
(the corporation) were always glad to welcome strangers within their gates,

particularly when they were respectable strangers ; and from what he had

seen and heard of them, he had no hesitation in classing their Congress in

the respectable class. They represented a very great movement, which was
wielding an enormous influence upon the trade and commerce of the land.

He had not the authority of the town council for saying that they all believed

in them, or they all entirely homologated everything they believed and

everything they practised ; but that in nowise prevented them from
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agreeing unanimously that they should have a ci\ic welcom^ and a civic

entertainment on the Wednesday. He was extremely glad that the weather

showed signs of improvement. They had rather depressing weather during

the preceding few days, but that day, with the sun shining upon their spark-

ling granite aft«r the thorough wash-down and spring cleaning, they would

see the city looking its very best. And he flattered himself that they had
in Aberdeen something worth seeing and something worth inquiring into

and knowing. Their city owed a great deal to the beautiful situation^in

which it was built, with the rivers Doe and Don on either side of it, and with

the beautiful valleys of the Dee and of the Don, which were hardly surpassed

anywhere in Britain, stretching out from the west and the north sides of

the city. He was glad that they were to have an opportunity during the

Congress of visiting Deeside and Speyside, and seeing something of the

natural l>eauties of the northern part of Scotland. They were very favour-

ably situated for the prosecution of the great trawl and line fishing industry,

and what this meant to a city might be imagined from the fact that day by
day an average of something like £5,000 value of fish was landed at the fish

market. Then they had very great assets in the granite trade ; also in the

paper trade. They had four or five different paper mills ; in fact, the

locality was one of the largest paper producing districts in the kingdom.

They had other industries in addition ; and he believed the variety of their

industries had l^een the secret of the success and prosperity of the city,

because when one industry was slack another one was booming. As a

consequence of these happy circumstances they never felt hard times in

the same degree as did the people of many other cities. Referring to the

city from an educational point of view, he said they had always had a reputa-

tion, which he thought they were worthy of, as a city of brains, which had

been to some extent cultivated, and the polished article w€w always better

than the rough, even in the matter of brains. In the matter of town

planning he thought Aberdeen bore very favourable comparison with any
other city, which was partly due to the fact that the laying out of the streets

in a very large portion of the town had been in the hands of large corpora-

tions, and not left to the initiative of small individual proprietore. On
behalf of the Ck>rporation, it was his very great pleasure to offer them a verj'

hearty welcome to Aberdeen. He hoped the sun would shine upon them,

and their delilx?rations would be characterised by the good fcwling which ho

understofKl usually characterised their Congreoaog, and that they would
have in their meetings a great deal of sunshine, both within their Congreas

hall and in their movement outside, and that they would all carry away
with them from Aberdeen simny memories of a very happy and very useful

Congress.

Mr. J. Davison (Northern Section) moved a vote of thanks to the Lord
Provoet. He said he need hardly say that he esteemed it an honour to be
privileged to move the resolution and to present to the Lord Provost a copy
of " Industrial Co-operftion/' by Catherine Webb. They heartily appreciated
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the welcome .that he had given to them, and he (Mr. Davison) would like to

remind the Lord Provost that they were a peculiar people and zealous of

good works. Whether welcomed or unwelcomed, they realised that there

was a work to do, and nothing would bar the progress of the movement.

Perhaps in no place as in Scotland had the persistency of the movement
been exercised. But that morning they could rejoice, because they had

(from what he had read in the " Souvenir ") in the Lord Provost a man of

like passion and thought to themselves, and, therefore, thoy could all

heartily bow their gratitude to him for being with them that morning, to

give a civic welcome. Whether it be the case or not that the City Council

were not in accord with the appearance of Congress there, the members
might find out that they were entertaining angels unawares ; on closer

intimation the Council might also see the beauties of the co-operative

character ; they might also realise that the Provost never did a nobler

thing than when he welcomed that Congress of the United Kingdom to

Aberdeen. As a memento of the occasion, however, he wished to present

to the Provost, on behalf of the Congress, a copy of Catherine Webb's
" Industrial Co-operation." It might be that the Provost would have some
spare moments in his busy life in which he could devote some time to that

book, and learn of the diflficulties which the movement had met and
overcome.

Mr. Openshaw: The vote of thanks will be seconded by that grand

old co-operative man of England, my dear friend, Mr. Shillito.

Mr. J. Shillito (chairman, English Co-operative Wholesale Society)

said it was a great pleasure to him to second the proposition, and he would
go a Htep further than his friend, Mr. Davison, and say that that Congress

was all British. They could assure the Lord Provost that they had before

them a large number of Scotchmen, and on his right a most distinguished

Scotchman. Scotchmen in Scotland had done a great work in connection

with co-operation and industrial enterprise. Their esteemed and respected

Lord Provost had given them such a welcome as a commercial man in many
ways. He (Mr. Shillito) had pleasure in presenting to him a handsomely-

bound copy of last year's " Co-operative Wholesale Societies' Annual,"
which contained facts and figures representing the work of the English and
Scottish Wholesale Societies, as bankers, merchants, and manufacturers.

The Lord Provost would find something in the volume that would perhaps

be new to him, and, they hoped, of interest. He would find in the book
what a great work had been done by themselves.

Mr. Openshaw, at this juncture, asked the delegates to show apprecia-

tion of the cordial welcome, and conveyed the vote of thanks to the Lord
Provost.

The LoRt) Provost said he felt now, more than he did at the beginning,

that he ought to have had his robes and chftin ; but he would just rely on

his tongue, and on his deeply grateful heart throbbing to the root of it, as

he thanked them for that splendid gift, which he greatly appreciated and
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valued, as well as the kindly sentiments which had been uttered by the two

gentlemen. It took him away back more years than he cared to confess

—

to the days when he was at school, and prize-giving day came^round. But
he did not think he ever got a prize half so handsome as that. He certainly

never had to say " Thank you " to such a large, intelligent, and splendid

audience. He thanked them again, most heartily, for their great kmdness,

and those handsome volumes, which he should carry home with great pride

and satisfaction.

Mr. Openshaw said he had now reewihed the very last duty hejhad to

perform as the President of the Congress. " Sic transit gloria mundt." He
was bound to say that this duty was about the pleasantest he had had during

his year of office, that wtis to introduce a gentleman who needed no intro-

duction, either to a Scottish, English, Irish, Welsh, or any other audience

of co-operators in any part of the world. He had a fairly wide knowledge

of the movement, and, personally, he had been racking his brains to find

something to say about Mr. Deans. He believed the co-operative movement
could not have chosen a better man for the high position of President than

their dear friend, Mr. Deans, from Kilmarnock. Perhaps he was not, from

one point of view, one of their most brilliant men in making himself

conspicuous by talking, but he was of that class which was more valuable,

who confined their lives to doing their daily duty as it came to them, quietly,

unostentatiously, and well. He had played the full man's part in the

co-operative movement during the last forty years ; and there was no one

amongst them they could honour with the greatest appreciation than their

dear friend. He was very well known in Scotland, but he was also valued

in every part of Great Britain. In England he was loved almost as much as

here ; and his work was there valued, although not so extensive, as much as

in Scotland. He had a fine piece of testimony only last wt»ek that showed

the esteem in which he was held in England. The chairman of one of the

oldest and best Southern societies told him (the si)eaker) that, some eighteen

months ago, Mr. Deans went to their annual meeting, by request ; and when
it was over, one of the committee made this remark about him, that, judging

him from the effect of his speech on the membership of the society, ho had

delivered the best and most inspiring si>eech over delivered to that society.

At the same time, the man who gave that grand testimony said that while

he was speaking, he did not know a word of what Mr. Deans was talking

about. So much for the Scottish accent. Mr. IJeans' good work extended

all over the neighbouring country—in fact, all over (Jroat Britain. He felt

proud, {xjrsonally—and the movement ought to feel proud— tliat they had

a man so worthy of the high position of the President of that Congress.
" Mr. Deems '* (turning to that gentleman) " I have the great4>st possible

pleasure in inviting you to take my place as the president of the Congress."

THE PRESIDENT'S AI>DRE88.

Mr. Dkavs, after the great outburst of warm appreciation, said he

thanked most sincerely his great and esteemed friend, Mr. Openshaw, for
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the iiiuii}' very kind things said about him in introducing him to that

Congress. He appreciated them all the more highly because he knew he

would not give expression to them unless he honestly believed in them. He
hoped he might prove equal to the character he had given him, and the

very kind things said about him he should hold in grateful remembrance

Mr. Deans then proceeded to deliver his address.

THE INAUGURAL ADDRESS, by Mr. JAMES DEANS.

I desire, in a few words, to thank cordially the United Board

of the Co-operative Union and the Reception Committee for

their kindness in electing me to the honourable position of

President of this Congress. I accepted the responsibiHties of the

position with some misgiving, but, from long experience and

observation, I knew that the assembly over which I would have

to preside would be animated with a fair and generous spirit.

It is not my intention to devote any considerable time either

to describing or commenting upon the past achievements of

co-operation. These are accomphshed facts and cannot now be

altered. Still, to me at least, the theme is a most attractive one.

The story of the inception of co-operation ; the struggles, the

untiring patience and devotion of the early co-operators, and

their ungrudging sacrifices on behalf of principle ; the disasters

and the triumphs associated with the progress of co-operation in

the United Kingdom during the past seventy years, possess all

the finest features of romance and poetry.

It is not my intention either to comment at length upon the

colossal proportions to which, as a commercial and trading

concern, co-operation has reached, with its many, varied, and

far-reaching ramifications : these are matters which every delegate

attending the Congress ought to be well informed upon and

familiar with. Still, may I be permitted to say that, in my
opinion, its commercial magnitude, its unqualified success, its

numerous and varied ramifications, penetrating into almost every

phase of commercial trading, constitute by far the finest monument
that has ever been reared to the intelligence, the enterprise, the

administratiye ability, and the thrift of the working classes of
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this or any other land ; and make, beyond all comparison, the

greatest and most potential heritage that has ever come into

their possession. I am firmly of the opinion (which has not been

formed on the spur of the moment, but after long and careful

consideration and reflection) that if we could succeed in imbuing

the minds of the working-class community with a clear conception

and full knowledge of, and firm behef in, the possibihties and

ideals of co-operation, there would, in due course, arise a great

industrial system in which Labour would receive, in full, the

recognition to which it is justly entitled ; and from which unrest,

and revolt, and the cruelty and suffering of the strike would be

entirely eliminated. In support of this I refer to the fact that

during the recent prolonged and wide-spread Labour unrest and

revolt through which the country passed, the condition in all the

factories and workshops of co-operation was one of comparative

calm, peace, and harmony. If the splendid proportions to which

co-operation has reached are not only to be maintained but vastly

increased, it is most essential that the principles and ideals of

co-operation be strictly adhered to, and its every interest guarded

with the most jealous care. There must not, under any circum-

stances, be any schism ; a spirit of toleration and unity must

permeate the mind of every member. There must be no

countenance given to the opinion one occasionally hears expressed,

that ** the day is gone when the influence of sentiment should

have any weight in conducting the trade of a co-operative society
;

that it is quite legitimate to buy in the cheapest market, irrespec-

tive of whether or not such market be within or without the sphere

of co-operation." If ever the influence of sentiment becomes

extinct in the trading affairs of co-operation, then the career of

co-operation as a great industrial and social organisation will be

drawing near to its close. It was the influence of sentiment that

inspired our predecessors to stand by principle—even to the extent

of making great sacrifice for the time being—and made it possible

for co-operation to attain its present magnitude ; and it will only

be by a steady continuance of such loyalty to sentiment and

principle that co-operation will ever succeed in reaching its

ultimate goal.
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Some Outstanding Events.

I do not propose to excite your imagination by the unfolding

of some new, unexpected, and far-reacliing scheme, but prefer to

confine the scope of my address to deahng with a few of the most

outstanding events which have occurred in connection with

co-operation since the last Congress, and a few of the problems,

both witliin and without the region of co-operation, the solution

of which are of pressing importance, in the hope that this address

may prove, to some extent, of immediate practical utiUty.

The first of such events to which I desire to direct your

attention is the transference of the business of the Co-operative

Insurance Society to the EngUsh and Scottish Co-operative Whole-

sale Societies. For a very considerable period of time the attention

of co-operators in every part of the country was completely

absorbed in an extremely keen and widespread controversy on

this question, which found abundant expression in the columns of

the Co-operative Press, and at meetings of Congresses and con-

ferences, and, in fact, wherever co-operators foregathered. This

controversy often manifested a tone of bitterness on the part of

the combatants, on both sides, which gave rise to much anxious

concern as to its ultimate issue, and which did not augur well for

a practical and peaceful solution. Probably the principal cause

of the keenness and the prolonged nature of the controversy was

that so much could be said in favour of both sides of the question.

It is now a matter for much congratulation that the problem has

been solved, and in a manner which appears to give satisfaction

to all the parties concerned. It is sincerely to be hoped that the

ultimate result will more than justify the expectation of the

promoters of the change. Let us all forget the past, and strive

towards the realisation of that end.

Another event which may yet prove of even more than equal

importance to the last mentioned is the formation by each of the

Co-operative Wholesale Societies of approved societies under the

National Health Insurance Act. There was consiHerable delay

evinced on the part of each of the Wholesale Societies before

taking action to form an approved society ; and when, at last,

action was taken, it met with so much opposition, both from
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inside and outside sources, that for a time the result was

uncertain ; but it is satisfactory to note that, even if the response

has not been so great as probably it would have been if earlier

and more enthusiastic action had been taken, still, such as it is,

it is not to be despised. The groundwork of the two societies

(which I have no doubt are yet destined to reach enormous pro-

portions) is being surely and firmly laid down ; and, in the future,

these societies will exercise a great influence in keeping co-operation

in close and sympathetic touch with the domestic and social lives

of the people, thereby binding them more firmly to its principles

and ideals, stimulating their loyalty, and sustaining their interest.

The most notable and interesting event of any, and the one

which has aroused the greatest and most sustained interest (which

has not been confined to co-operators in this country, but is also

being manifested by many adherents of co-operation in Continental

nations) is the question raised by Mr. WilUam Maxwell, chairman

of the International Co-operative Alliance, at the Scottish National

Conference held in Glasgow, and at the Portsmouth Congress held

last year, on the need that, in his opinion, existed for co-operation

coming into closer touch and co-operating with other " forces
"

making for the social betterment of the people. The controversy

which this has provoked has been of the keenest, and has spread

over a wide and, to all appearance, an ever-broadening field. It

has already resulted in a prehminary conference of representatives

from the Executive of the Trades Union Congress, the Executive

of the Parliamentary Labour Party, and the United Board of the

Co-operative Union, which discussed, in a free, friendly, and non-

committal manner, the possibilities of such a proposal being

realised, and its possible bearing on the different '* forces
"

involved. It has at once to be frankly admitted that there are

many very excellent an^ estimable co-operators, who in their time

have rendered yeoman service in the building up of the fabric of

co-operation, who view these negotiations with much anxiety and

aversion, who are firmly convinced that they should never have

been entered upon, and that when the question was ventilated it

should have been efifectively extinguished at once There was a

time in the history of co-operation when such a form of procedure
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would have been possible, and when the vast majority of the

members pinned their faith to co-operation, to the exclusion of all

other proposals, as the means by which their industrial and social

regeneration was to be accomplished, but that day has now gone.

With the vast extension of co-operation which has taken place

within recent years, a great change has come about in the

composition of its membership. So much is this the case, that it

is absolutely impossible to prevent such questions arising ; and

to attempt to suppress them when they do arise would, in my
opinion, and in the opinion of many others, be a policy fraught

with great danger. I am also of the opinion that there exists no

ground for much of the fear and apprehension which is expressed.

I have the utmost confidence that there is, among both the leaders

and the rank and file of co-operators, such an amount of intelligence,

loyalty, and sound common sense, as will make it highly improbable

for anything to be done that will either impair or endanger the

unity and harmony of co-operation. All that I ask is that, should

there emanate from the proceedings now taking place any definite

and clear-cut proposals, co-operators of every shade of opinion

will extend to them a fair and unbiassed consideration.

Objectionable Practices.

A number of objectionable practices, which have found an

entrance into our co-operative workings, have frequently been

discussed, severely criticised, and condemned at Congresses and

district conferences, and in the co-operative press. In spite of

all that has been urged against them, they have a tendency to

multiply ; and, until they have either been greatly modified or

entirely eliminated, they cannot be permitted to pass from the

arena of discussion.

The system of terminable appointments on boards of manage-

ment is one of the most pernicious of these. It is urged by those

who favour this system that it ensures the speedy removal of

the incompetent from boards of management ; but it seems to

be forgotten that it also ensures, as speedily, the removal of the

competent, and it does not ensure the selection of competent

persons to fill their places. It is highly improbable that any
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man, however anxious and capable he may be, can, in the space

of two or three years, thoroughly grasp the business of a society

of even moderate dimensions. How much more so must it be

in the case of a large society doing an extensive and complicated

business ? The result is that the business of the society is left

practically in the hands of the permanent officials. Without

casting the shghtest reflection either on the character or capacity

of that useful class, there are many instances where disaster has

followed such an arrangement. There is nothing, in my opinion,

that has so weakened the administrative capacity of boards of

management as the introduction of this system. The utmost

care should be observed in electing members to positions on boards

of management, to secure those who possess an aptitude for the

transaction of business, and have a financial stake in the business

of the society ; that they are convinced and loyal co-operators,

that they have the spare time to devote to the efficient discharge

of the responsibilities of the high position to which they are to

be called ; and that they remain in office so long as they retain

the confidence and support of the majority of the members. Such

a policy might not totally exclude the incompetent, but the extent

of this evil would be as nothing compared with that of the termin-

able system. If members of societies will insist on terminable

appointments, then they must be prepared to leave more to the

permanent officials. But they must do more : they must see

that these officials are above the ordinary in regard to character

and ability ; also, they must be prepared to pay the full market

price so as to secure the services of men of ability. If the members
of committee are only in office for a short term, and the permanent

officials are weak, it stands to reason that the business of the

society must suffer. Further, in regard to the appointment of

I)ennanent officials, merit, and merit alone, should secure their

advancement or appointment to positions of trust. In addition

to experience and good character, these men should be furnished

with the credentials of the Co-operative Union in book-keeping,

theoretical co-operation, and management ; and the men with

these credentials should have preference, where other conditions

are equal.
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The practice of credit trading, which is now all but universal

in co-operative societies, is another of these objectionable systems.

It is deeply to be regretted that this most pernicious habit (which,

in the majority of cases, is but a habit and not a necessity, and

is contrary to the principles and ideals of co-operation) is per-

mitted. It is bad for the society ; it is bad for the individual

member ; and it puts a stain upon the reputation of co-operative

trading. I have heard credit trading in co-operative societies

defended in unexpected quarters on the ground that all other

business concerns give credit, and that in these times it is impossible

to conduct business successfully on the ready-cash system. If

there are any delegates present at this Congress from societies that

find it impossible to conduct business on ready-cash principles,

let me suggest to them that in this city they have an excellent

example of a society which conducts a business of three-quarters

of a million annually on the strictest cash terms. If other

business concerns choose to follow a system which has put so

many of them, and of their customers, into bankruptcy, that is

no reason why co-operative societies should follow their example.

Let me ask, too, is it not the case that many of the most successful

organisations and the keenest competitors with co-operation,

conduct their business exclusively on the ready-cash system ?

I recognise that a drastic remedy is now impossible, but what is

needed is that credit trading be brought into complete control.

Societies should abide by their own rules. If credit trading is

not allowed in the rules, there should not be any. On the other

hand, if credit trading is allowed, the practice should conform

to the rules in that no more than the stipulated credit should

be given to the members. What I think we require is the appoint-

ment of auditors who are virtually independent of the committees

or the members of the societies. They should be as independent

as the auditors who audit the accounts of public bodies. If

auditors were as independent as they should be, they would insist

on committees seeing that the rules are carried out, instead of

being wilHng to allow matters to drift because of a fear of offend-

ing their employers and so losing their appointments.

To make the auditors a semi-independent class, the following
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system might, with advantage, be adopted :—(1) Auditors should

be either public auditors or chartered accountants. (2) Auditors

of societies should, as far as possible, be under the control of the

CJo-operative Union. (3) Societies should apply to the Union

for a qualified accountant to act as auditor. (4) The auditor*

should report to the committees of societies when their rules are

infringed. If these committees refuse to conform to their own
rules, the auditors should report to the Co-operative Union, who
will take up the matter with the committees. If the latter still

refuse to make their practices conform to the rules, the Co-opera-

tive Union will report the matter to the Annual Congress. And
finally, if the Congress has not sufficient authority in the matter,

the Registrar has. The moral effect of this course is obvious.

The Co-operative Union should draw up a scale of fees for auditing

societies' accounts, say, in proportion to membership, making

allowance for exceptional work, such as where a leakage system

is in use, or where extra duties have to be performed.

Another objectionable growth is the deplorable system of

overlapping and competition by societies. This has now become

so rampant in districts where societies are situated in close

proximity, that, in connection with it there is manifested in the

most acute form a bitterness, a rivalry, or a jealousy which equals,

if it does not even exceed, that which exists among the keenest

of outside competitive traders. From a long experience in con-

nection with overlapping difficulties, I am firmly convinced that

the only possible and practical remedy is the amalgamation of

the societies in congested districts.

The weaknesses here referred to, do much to cripple the

strength, stem the progress, and lessen the material and social

benefits of oar co-operative trading. Taken altogether, they

form a problem, the significance of which it is no use to ignore,

and which it is no use to minimise, but which must be met and

dealt with ; and the complete solution of which, if the dignity

and vitality of co-operation are to be preserved, must be attempted

without delay.

Co-operation and Rival Systems.

Having thus dealt briefly with the nature of the past history,
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the magnitude to which co-operation has now reached, and

several weaknesses which have, in the process of development,

crept into its methods of management, it occurs to me that it

may serve a useful purpose to give some attention to matters

relating to the future progress of co-operation.

Some anxiety has been caused by the great and rapid strides

with which the trust system is advancing. It is said by some

that that system in this country has not reached a position of

power, and has not assumed a threatening attitude towards

co-operation. Even if that is so, it is the more essential to take

advantage of the lull, to prepare for the conflict that is sure, in

the very nature of things, to occur between two such diverse

organisations as co-operation and trusts. It has never been a

successful poUcy to delay preparing for the defence of the citadel

till the enemy is heard thundering at its gates.

There can be no gainsaying the fact that trusts are rapidly

acquiring position and power in the control of production and

distribution in this country ; and, from the trend of recent events,

it is made clear that their poHcy is to acquire the complete control

of the sources of raw material, and the production and distribu-

tion of the commodities consumed by the people. If they succeed

in this, their position will be one of great power and influence,

which might be used with much effect to stem the progress of

co-operative enterprise. It has to be borne in mind that the effect

of the trust system upon the future of co-operation is not confined

to the poUcy of trusts in this country alone. It is also subject

to the influence of trusts in whatever part of the world they may
be situated. Take, for example, the Beef Trust, the Wheat Trust,

the Oil Trust, and others that might be named. Many of these

trusts in their operations are not confined to one nation, but

are international in their organisation., which greatly adds to

their strength and to their power to control the conditions upon

which trade and commerce can be conducted. Although they

exist entirely for profit, it has to be admitted that in many cases

in this country they confer considerable advantages upon the

workers and the consumers. In many instances they offer to

the consumer a better and a cheaper article than is manufactured
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by individual producers or small companies, and they give con-

ditions to their workers in regard to hours, remuneration, and

housing, which are an example, in some respects, to co-operation.

This policy is a very tactful and profitable one, which they can

well afiFord to follow. Take the trust system of distribution by

the multiple shop—a system that is coming into closer touch

and conflict with co-operative distribution than any other. It

will be found that they supply to the purchaser a selection of

goods that, on the surface at least, compares in quality and price

with those of other sections of the trading community, including

co-operative societies. There is one special feature about them

that is highly appreciated by the public, and is a source of much
of their prosperity, viz. :—The excellent and thoroughly organised

system of service at the counter, and in the delivery of goods.

Many of the multiple shopkeeping trusts produce as well as

distribute, and those that do not produce buy direct from first

sources at terms equal to any other trading concern, not exclud-

ing co-operation. Another feature which contributes much to

the economy of their management, and consequently to their

profit (which co-operation at one time also possessed, but, to

its loss of prestige and profit, parted with), they mostly trade

upon the cash system. An evidence of their prosperity, although

their advent is comparatively recent, is that their extension has

been almost phenomenal. It is stated on reliable authority that

several of these trusts possess over a thousand shops, distributed

over every part of the country ; and it is also affirmed on good

authority that there are at present between seventy and eighty

thousand of these shops in existence.

The Battleground of the Future.

It is in all cases a very easy matter to express the opinion that

a new and well-defined policy is necessary, but it is a very different

and much more difficult matter to state in definite terms the lines

upon which such a policy should be constructed. It would be

sheer presumption on my part were I to do so ; Btill, with all due

modesty, I shall venture to make a few suggestions bearing on
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several points which, in my opinion, ought to be included in such

a policy.

I have a strong and deeply-rooted impression that a new and

wider policy is necessary in relation to the future developments

of production. Hitherto co-operative production has been of a

purely domestic description, limited to producing goods to meet

the requirements of the distributive societies. Although the

amount of co-operative production may appear imposing, it is a

very small part of the total production of the nation, and can only

influence to a small extent the industrial and social condition of

the workers. The object of any new policy ought to be the

widening of the scope of production until it includes absolutely

all the requirements of the retail societies. It could still further

expand its scope by extending its operations to meet the require-

ments of public bodies and by means of a system of international

trading with co-operative organisations in other countries. I am
of opinion that the domestic production of co-operation should be

undertaken exclusively by the Wholesale Societies, and that the

independent productive societies should be taken over by the

Wholesale Societies, or find a field for the disposal of their pro-

ductions in the open market—a feat which it may be considered

difiicult to accomplish, but which I consider is quite within the

region of possibility. It has always appeared to me that co-opera-

tive production followed too much in the wake of other producers,

that there appeared to be a lack of originality in its productive

efforts, that it sought more to imitate than to originate. The new

policy should be of a much bolder type—leading instead of follow-

ing in originality and initiative—producing a wide range of

commodities which, by their utiUty, quality, and price, would not

only command the entire custom of co-operation, but also attract

large numbers to enter its membership. It seems to me that if

such an object is to be attained, it is manifest that there should

be employed in the management of our works the most efficient

ability and experience that money can command. Inefficient

management in co-operative production has always, in the past,

proved, and is even now proving, a costly and disastrous policy.

There is another point which we should seek to realise not only in
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production but in every phase of co-operative effort, viz., that

the conditions of labour obtaining within co-operation should be

of such a nature as to attract and retain in the service the most

skilled and experienced class of workmen ; conditions of such a

nature that every workman will feel that his situation is too good

to lose ; conditions of labour which will render it impossible for

anyone to find a really vahd reason why there should be an

Amalgamated Union of Co-operative Employi^s. There is a con-

siderable margin between the quantity and quaUty of the work

produced by workers who feel that they are working under fair

and equitable conditions, and those who feel convinced that they

are working under unfair conditions. Tlie poHcy of co-operation

should be to maintain this very valuable margin.

There must also take place a very material change in many of

the methods by which co-operation generally has hitherto been

governed, several of which seem to have become hide-bound.

There must be infused into them a much greater amount of unity

and elasticity, which will enable co-operation to increase in power

and efficiency. The principles and ideals of co-operation should

be of a permanent nature, but its methods must be possessed of

sufficient elasticity to enable it with comparative ease to adapt

itself to changing conditions. Take, for example, the case of the

small shopkeeper who is rapidly becoming extinct. A spell of

good trade in the locality makes his fortune, a local stoppage of

work ruins his business, while shopkeepers in localities unaffected

by the stoppage of work continue to prosj^er. He has only his

own assets and his own profits to meet his liabilities, and when

these become exhausted, his business career is closed. With all

the wealth of co-operation, the average retail society of to-day is

exactly in the same position. The accumulated reserves are not

common property. Each society has its own part and no more,

and each society, even the largest, is confined to a small part of

the country. It must be evident then that when co-operation is

faced with the competition of the multiple shop, its methods must

be made as elastic as those of its competitors, while keeping

strictly within the code of co-operative commercial morality.

The ideal of Mr. J. C. Gray, of the formation of a National Society,
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in which, while conferring a large amount of local autonomy on

the individual societies, the total reserves of the federation could

be applied in propagating the principles or in defending the

interests of the individual societies, is the only solution of this

problem. In the meantime, while co-operation is working towards

a National Society by a policy of amalgamation which is steadily,

gaining favour, societies should set apart a sufficient percentage

of their profits for the accumulation of a central fund ; so that

when the multiple shop, or any other Trust system, by utilising

accumulated reserve funds, makes an effort to cut into co-operation

by selling goods at, or under, cost price (a method which they

sometimes already adopt), societies will be able to fight them with

their own weapons.

Another matter calling for attention is the policy which obtains

in the conducting of co-operative business, of trading almost

exclusively for profit, for the purpose of securing a good return to

the members. If, as it seems evident to me, co-operation will

have to fight its opponents with the weapon of prices, this pohcy

will have to be changed. It will require to give as good service

and quality of goods at prices equal to what are supplied by other

trading concerns ; if it does not, it will suffer, and the consumers

will suffer with it.

There can be no doubt that, as the fight draws nearer to close

quarters, and the syndicates and trusts discover that they cannot

either cripple or crush co-operation in its trade by trade methods,

they will revert to other methods. They may, and probably will,

attempt legislative methods when they have effectively cleared

the field of their smaller rivals, but find their progress barred by

the massed and well-organised forces of co-operation. There

is reason to believe that their money, their influence, and their

votes will be used to harass and hamper co-operative trading,

either by penahsing co-operation, or by securing privileges for

j
themselves which will place co-operation at a disadvantage. The
only possible and practical preventative of the success of such

methods is that the friends of co-operation, under whatever

name, must be in the legislature ; and that can only be accom-

plished when public opinion is largely permeated with co-opera-
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tive opinion. Party politics are changing gradually. When
contentious measures have been removed from the political arena,

the old animosities which have so long divided the workers will

be silenced, the classes will resolve themselves into new parties,

and the workers will no longer put their faith in parties but in

themselves. Whatever the parties of the future may be called,

co-operators, who themselves form such a large portion of the

people of the country, must make sure that public opinion is

thoroughly educated as to the value of co-operative principles

in the affairs of the nation. This is a duty which must devolve

upon the educational agencies of co-operation, and they will

require to so arrange their policy and methods as to ensure its

successful discharge. All money spent in this direction will be

well-spent money, because the legislature in the future, more

than in the past, will be a reflex of public opinion. The primary

duty of the friends of co-operation in the legislature will be to

prevent the passing of laws that hamper co-operation. But we
will be entitled to claim more. Co-operation is an organisation

of workers, and anything that affects co-operation, either favour-

ably or otherwise, similarly affects the workers. But co-opera-

tion is more than an organisation of workers. It is the only

(yrganisaiion oj consumers in the country, and represents about two-

and-a-half-millions of families. This organisation, charged with

providing the necessaries of life for this enormous mass of people,

is entitled to obtain privileges which cannot be claimed by the

comparatively few trusts and syndicates engaged not in pro-

viding for the people, but in adding to the wealth of their com-

paratively few shareholders.

This battle has been proceedii^ for years on the continent.

The dismissal of co-operators from State service in some parts

of Gennany and Austria, and the taxation imposed upon co-opera-

tion in Switzerland and elsewhere, are examples of how co-operation

can be attacked by anti-co-operative influence in the legislature.

The battleground on which British societies will be engaged will

not be confined to British soil. Even now co-operation in Britain

is not fighting national but international organisations. The
capitalistic trusts of the future will operate over several countries.
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Their successes in one country will enable them to meet stress

in another country ; and the profits accumulated in countries

where their power predominates will be used to cripple, and, if

possible, crush co-operation in a country where, although it has

been successful, it has not become supreme. When public opinion

and the legislature in this country are favourable to the principles

and ideals of co-operation, it will have whatever trading advan-

tages the legislature can confer, in order that the industrial and

social objects of co-operation may be secured. If co-operative

societies are to be granted protection from penal laws, and are

to be granted privileges in the interests of the great mass of the

people they represent, there must be some authority to determine

the genuineness of such societies. It will not do for trading

companies, who have merely introduced the word " Co-operative
"

into their title (for that has frequently been done by trading

concerns that are not co-operative in their principles, their objects,

or their methods) to receive such advantages. Membership of

the Co-operative Union should be the hall mark, and recognition

of this should be secured by the friends of co-operation and the

legislature. Having thus influenced the legislature to secure

what are perfectly legitimate advantages for workers and con-

sumers represented by the Co-operative Union, all the efforts

of the most powerful combinations in the country against co-opera-

tion will be rendered impotent.

While it is good to have the sympathy and the friendliness of

the legislature, it has never been the poUcy of co-operators to

rely entirely on Parliamentary aid. What has always been

contended for is, that if the Government grants facilities, the

societies will conduct their own business without help from any

outside source, though probably co-operation may face the future

in alliance with trade unions. Meantime, co-operation has

accepted the duty of supplying the domestic wants of its members,

whether by purchase, import, or manufacture. Co-operators

now have accumulated large funds, and they have a considerable

margin of surplus profit which might be put to good use. If the

trade-unionists could organise themselves into productive com-

panies, to manufacture for the open market, both at home and
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abroad, the Co-operative Wholesale Societies, for instance, might

lend them a great deal of capital. All the funds at the disposal

of trade unions are already earmarked for sickness, for out of

work benefit, or strike benefit. If strikes could be done without.

—and that can only be realised if trade-unionists become self-

employed—then the monej^ which has been accumulated, and

may be accumulated in the future, could be called by a different

name, and apphed to investment in material and machinery,

and the development of production. Our annual profits in co-

operation amount to something Uke twelve milHons of money. A
portion of this sum might be laid aside sufficient to form a respectable

fund to be loaned to trade unions to help them to carry out their

productive works. If every co-operator becomes a trade-unionist,

and every trade-unionist a co-operator, there will be very little

difficulty in finding a basis for joint action. It is quite well known
that the workers of this country can never achieve social emanci-

pation unless they become possessed of the means. It is said

that ** knowledge is power," but knowledge with wealth to help

is a double power. Many would like to see the present wage

system done away with, and trade guilds instituted instead. How
is this to be accompUshed unless we become possessed of the

means of production ? If we are not to accumulate the money
wherewith to secure this object, then it can only be assumed that

we expect to obtain this either by gift from the Government, or

by revolution. Some think a peaceful revolution may work out

the desired end. It was contended by some that had the men
held out long enough in the recent railway strike, and equally

in the recent coal strike, the Government would have been forced

to make a bargain with the men's unions, and that the railways

and the mines would have been handed over to the men to work,

with the Government as joint proprietors. Whether the Govern-

ment were to pay for the railways and the mines has not been

actually declared by persons holding these views, but it is doubtful

if the authors of this idea had in their minds the belief that the

Government would buy out the owners of the railways and the

mines at the enormous cost which this would entail. At the

present time, we can only conjecture what the future may have
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in store for us. It is not safe to assume the prophetic rdle without

running the chance of being made to appear fooUsh by immediate

developments ; but our duty clearly lies in sticking hard and

fast to principle, doing the right thing so far as our knowledge

goes, working with a will, lending a friendly hand where necessary,

and uniting with our social forces in the endeavour to emancipate

labour.

Despite nearly seventy years of co-operation, the hand-to-

mouth struggle for existence is waged by thousands of the nation's

sweated workers, whose wages are depreciated in value by the

advance in the cost of Uving. Food is dear while there are broad

acres that co-operators might till ; men and women and children

are poorly clad and shod while co-operative production remains

only a tithe of what it might be. Let us take courage, then, to

face the tasks before us. Profiting by our visit to this granite

city, let us go hence resolved to build our co-operative movement

strong and firm to withstand the assaults that hostile interests

are bound to make upon it. Let us remember and abide by the

principles that have guided the movement through its past difii-

culties to its great achievements ; but let us think less of the

difficulties of the past than of the obstacles that are Hkely to be

thrown across the path of our future progress ; and let us think

less of the achievements of the past than of the countless under-

takings calling for the appUcation of co-operative methods now.

Let us treasure the ideals of those who made us what we are, and,

practising what we preach, let us make Browning's prayer our

own :

—

" Make no more giants, God ; but elevate the race."

VOTE OF THANKS TO Mr. DEANS.

Mr. OpenSHAW : You will agree that the Congress has had from Mr.

Deans what we fully expected—a comprehensive, well-reasoned, and inspiring

presidential address. I have pleasure in calling on Mr. Duncan Mc.Innes

to move the thanks of the Congress.

Mr. Mc.Iknes (hon. member, Midland Section) said that by the courtesy

of the Standing Orders Committee he had been asked to propose the vote

of thanks to his friend, Mr. Deans, for his excellent address, covering so

many points in which all co-operators were vitally interested, conveying to
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the delegates information which would be carefully received by many. That
part of the paper which was purely speculative would be closely discussed

by all. When he became comiected with the co-operative movement it

was their pleasure to call in lords and earls and bishops to fulfil such functions

as Mr. Deans had to fulfil at that Congress ; and while they profited by
their intercourse with many of these, he thought that these people were
illuminated through their intercourse with co-operators. During late years

the movement had departed from that practice, and they had done honour
to those who had been willing workers in the movement. They had done
honour at last to Mr. James Deans. He had been closely associated with

Mr. Deans for many years in connection with the administrative work of

the Co-operative Union, and he had been closely associated with many
phases of Mr. Deans—the skilfully-administrative secretary of the Scottish

Section, the silent sentinel, ever watchful and ever on the alert for the

interests of the movement in Scotland : the eloquent exponent to vast

audiences of the principles in which co-operators believed ; the human
dynamo in the interests of co-operation ; the doughty champion in debate

when the movement was assailed by the private traders ; the successful

champion, revelHng in the debate and joying in the battle ; the uispirer and
chief worker for the seaside and inland convalescent homes, which reflected

so much credit upon co-operation in Scotland ; the doer of spade work
under great difficulty in Ireland, before they were able id get that part of

the Union so well organised as it is to-day ; and one of the founders, in its

present form, of the International Alliance. Mr. Deans had given the

Congress a short resumS of the recent progress of the movement ; he had
given grave warnings, based upon his extensive experience ; and he had to

express appreciation of the warnings uttered by Mr. Deans with regard to

the tenure of office, overlapping, and credit. With regard to the speculative

part of the address, that, no doubt, would be comprehensively discussed at

many meetings after Congress had dissolved. For his own part, he (Mr.

Mc.Innos) did not fear the close association of the co-oi)erativo movement
with any of the other forces making for economic devolopniont in this country.

They were all actuated by the same ideals—o<juality of opportunity in regjird

to education as in other things. They were all working for it, and they

should get closer together in connection with what tliey were trying to

achieve, viz., that democracy should l>e the real force, and that no man
should have the sacred or inherent right to govern any other man or woman.
He asked the Congress to give its cordial thanks to Mr. Deans, and ho hoped
that in his arduous duties the Congress would assist him to maintain the

dignity of the chair.

Mr. James Aixam (chairman, Scottish Section) said he rose with great

pleaMure to second the resolution, as an old assooiato with Mr. Deans for

thirty years. Ho did not always agree with Mr. Deans, nor Mr. Dt>tuis with

him, but they always agreed to differ so that the truth might Iw iliscovcred ;

but ho had during that time found Mr. Deaits to bo a safe adviser. Mr.
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Deans was an Ayrshire man. He had never Hstened to an address that had

more practical advice in it. Mr. Deans had laid down subjects with which

the co-operative movement would have to deal, and the movement would

regard the advice of Mr. Deans as the advice to be accepted.

Mr. Opensh.\w : Tlie motion before Congress is that we give our hearty

thanks to the President for his valuable address. All in favour say " Aye !

"

The Delegates (with loud voice) : " Aye !

"

Mr. Openshaw : Then I have to convey to the President the hearty

thanks of this Congress.

Mr. Deans, replying, said he was deeply grateful to his old friend, Mr.

Mc.Innes, for the kind things he had said. With Mr. Mc.Innes he had

worked shoulder to shoulder, and had always found him a true friend and a

trusted adviser and a most enjoyable companion. He had worked also

with Mr. Allan in many capacities, and, in Scotland, they had fought shoulder

to shoulder on many a battle field. While it was true that they had not

always seen eye to eye, and while he had broken lances with Mr. Allan, they

had always remained true friends. With regard to the address, Mr. Deans

said he was grateful to the audience for the kind and patient manner in

which they had listened to him, and he could assure them that he was

heartily glad it was over. If he had said anything with which they did not

approve, he would only say further, " Let us reason together." He did not

want the delegates to accept all he said ; he had said, however, what he

truly and honestly thought, and it was for the delegates to do the same.

FOREIGN DELEGATIONS.—FRIENDS FROM ABROAD.

The General Secretary, having drawn attention to the standing

orders (which were printed in the report), proceeded to state that this year

they had not so many representatives from other countries as they had had

in the past, but that was due in great measure to the fact that the Inter-

national Congress came to Glasgow in August next, and most of the foreign

countries would he sending representatives there.

The General Secretary then read the following telegrams from

continental organisations which had not found it convenient to be directly

represented :

—

Co-operative Wholesale Society and Union of Finland :
" Thanks for

your kind invitation. Our best compliments to the co-operators of Great

Britain and Ireland. Your continued grand success is the best proof of the

vital power of co-operation. May future be still more successful. Long
live co-operation.—Keskuskunta Sahlbom."

Co-operative Union and Wholesale Society of Austria t
" Very sorry

not being able to attend at your Congress. We wish to express our most
sincere and hearty wishes for the continual progress of your great movement
and for a full success of your deliberations.—Yours in unity, pro Austrian

Co-operative Union and Austrian Wholesale, Doctor Karpeles."
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Bohemia :
" Co-operatore of Bohemia, in Ck>ngre68 asaembled, send yon

good wishes for success of your Congress."

Letters of regret had been received from Austria, Belgium, Denmark,
Finland (Co-operative Wholesale), Holland, Hungary, Norway, and Switzer-

land, all stating that they were sending representatives to the International

Congress, which takes place at Glasgow, and hoped to take advantage of

visiting many of the co-operative enterprises in Great Britain*

The Chajrman said he was sure they were extremely pleased to see the

representatives from other countries, and on their behalf he gave them a

cordial welcome. He looked upon the presence of their continental friends

as one of the most important features of their Congress.

The friends from abroad then stood up in turn and suitably acknowledged

the welcome accorded them.

TRADE-UNIONISTS' DEPUTATION.

Mr. J. Cairns (financial secretary of the Northumberland Miners'

Association), who formed the deputation from the Trades Union Congress,

said he brought to the delegates, and the movement they so worthily repre-

sented, the congratulations and greetings of another great body, viz., the

Trades Union Congress, which represented over 2,000,000 organised workers.

He did not apologise for saying the co-operative movement was the greatest

democratic distributive movement the world had ever seen, and he strongly

believed and hoped that it would continue to grow until it became world-

wide in its blessings to mankind, and that would only be when they were

not tinkering with co-operation—when they would own the land and the

mines, and means of production, and of transit, and when the workers of the

world would own all the industry. He was not a Socialist, but might be a

revolutionist. The co-operative movement and the Trades Union Congress

movement were the two great wings of the industrial movement, and he

was glad to see their Continental friends there. They were brothers all the

world over. He wanted no more strikes. He happened to be the financial

aecretary of the Northumljerland Miners' Association, and in two years they

Mpont £153,000 on strikes. He desired to say a good word for the Wholesale

Society, whose banking department gave the Northumberland Miners'

.Association such timely assistance in 1912, when the miners were on strike

for a minimum wage. The money of the association was held by a private

Imnk, and when he, as financial secretary, made application to be accom-

in<Kiat«Hl, ho was informed by the bank manager that the directors could not

allow tin; H>*H()ciation to have an overdraft, as they might want the money.

Thnt Hp{K;arod to him to be a threat to cripple the aasooiation in its fight

for the minimum wage. Being the treasurer of the Etedlington Co-operative

Society, it occurred to him, however, that he should apply to the Wholesale

Society for assistance. He did so, and was glad to be able to say that the

Wholesale Society, through its bank, readily responded, and lent them
£70,000. That loan had since been reduced to less than £10.000. He also
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stated that the association had now put all its money in the Co-opera^.ive

Wholesal'» Society's bank. He himself was a co-operator, and was loyal in

his support. He knew other trade union leaders who were the same. He
also knew co-operative leaders who were not loyal. He wanted co-operative

men to be loyal, and to let the world see that they were loyal. Let them
live in earnest, and the trade union leaders would come in. He invoked the

blessings of heaven upon the movement, and hoped it would continue in its

efforts to make the world a better place to live in.

The President : We are very thankful for the very encouraging and
complimentary remarks that Mr. Cairns has made about co-operation. We
have a deputation from the National Union of Teachers, and we give the

representative a hearty welcome.

NATIONAL UNION OF TEACHERS.

Mr. G. T. Hyden (National Union of Teachers) said he brought to them
bright and hearty congratulations from the National Union of Teachers

—

a body representing 80,000 teachers, who mostly, week in, week out, dealt

with the teaching of the workers' children of the kingdom. He said he had
been a co-operator for over thirty years, and a member of a committee and
a teacher in co-operative classes, and he consequently knew a little about

co-operative work. It was not his intention to deal with their work as

traders, but with that of education. He congratulated them very much
indeed on their conmiercial prosperity, but still more on the success that

had attended their educational activities. That admirable report of their

Education Committee, * signed by his friend, Mr Rae, showed how
enormously successful was the work which had been done for the country

on educational lines. It was not for him to deal with their trade difficulties,

which reports and speeches showed they had. He wanted to say a word or

two in connection with the difficulty that lay in the way of the young toiler

who wished to better his equipment for the life that lay before him.

Professor Forrester, the other evening, pointed out that the system of cram,

which had done service for so many years, had been a miserable failure.

He (the professor) said that short-period wins were not necessarily long-

period gains ; which was true with regard to many things, but particularly

true with regard to education. It had been his lot to be in class teaching,

as a teacher of the working classes, for forty years in a school. His educa-

tional experience had taught him the same lesson that it had taught

Professor Forrester. He might put it in this way :
" The best results of

education are not immediately measurable." The right function of the

elementary school was to lay the foundations and the fundamentals soundly,

and particularly to whet the appetite for further knowledge. If that must
be done, the parents of children must get rid of several barriers. First of

all, they must put outside the doors of schools the " finnicky faddists."

They must render innocuous the occupation of interfering, fault-finding

officials. Both paralysed real educational effort—the one by hobby-riding
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and the other by seeking to get immediate measurable results for statistical

purposes tmd for getting out a voluminous report for the public that seldom

re€ui it. Mr. Hyden declared that the half-time system must entirely go,

and another one take its place, with school attendance at fourteen years

of age. He said the organisation to which he was proud to belong quite

recently determined to find out whether or not there was a falling off in the

work of evening schools. Inquiries were sent out, and the questions asked

were—(1) Has attendance diminished ? (2) Are evening schools falling in

popular esteem ? He had a sheaf of replies from all over the country. One

reply, from a mining district, was " yes " to the first question ; and to the

second one it was that, whilst the young people leave the mine early, they

must of necessity go to bed early to be in time for work in the morning.

The reply from a manufacturing district was that many boys and girls were

employed in the busy factories from six o'clock in the morning to six in the

evening, and these were too tired at night, and, having been shut up all day,

were glad to be in the open air at night. In other cases, the boy scouts

movement and " boom " in trade had interfered with attendance at evening

schools. But on this question long hours of labour were unfair. Other

objections to attending classes included such as long distances that young

workers had to travel to and from work ; employers' lack of interest in

education ; and the increasing desire for 1 amusement, especially such as

pictiu^ palttces. Employers in the engineering trades usually gave fticilities

for their apprentices to attend continuation classes, whilst other employers

did not. However, if the letters provided a fair sample of the country, it

was time they altered the character of the evening schools, or abolished

them. That might sound peculiar from a teacher ; but the apprenticeship

systjem had largely gone, and the gap had not been filled. The secondary

schools, as at present situated, were not meeting the needs of the people ;

they were meeting the needs only of an exceptional few. He claimed those

present as fellow -teeu;hers ; they were representatives and pioneers in their

own localities ; and, if they would, they could compel the alterations he

had indicated, and leave their children with leisure time for a reasonable

amount of education. This was not the time to argue the matter in detail.

Would they think it over ? Their motto must be that of the (lerman

teacher, ** Onward, upward, to the light !

"

The Pbssidknt said he was sure all had appreciated very much the

lemarkfl of BIr. Hyden, and his criticisms. Now they would hear something

of the work of the International Co-operative Alliance, from its repre-

aentative, their old friend, Mr. William Maxwell.

INTERNATIONAL GREETINGS.

Mr. W. BIaxwxll, who was warmly greeted on rising to speak, said

he would have preferred that their esteemed secretary (Dr. MUller) had
spoken to them that morning, but as ho felt he was handicapped by having

to speak at the International meeting to-night, he (Mr. Maxwell) had
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volunteered to take his place there that day. His articulation, he supposed,

was Scotch ; but he hoped he would not be like their friend, Mr. Deans,

when he went on that social engagement to England, and not a word of

his was understood. The progress of the co-operative movement over the

whole world was very well reflected in the statistics and the facts collected

by the International Co-operative Alliance, and which were recorded in its

publications from time to time. The Bulletin would give them figures that

were now becoming almost astonishing. It used to be that they had a vague

idea that the co-operator on the Continent knew very little about the proper

methods of conducting his business. During the last ten or twenty years

information had come to them on this side that had made them believe that

they had something to learn themselves from the co-operator on the

Continent. When he told them that another £2,000,000 added to the

business of their German friends—how long have you been in existence now,

Mr. Scherling ?

Herr Scherling : Twenty years.

Mr. Maxwell : Yes, and you are nearly running neck and neck with

us. But, Mr. Scherling, we are going to put on a spurt, and beat you well.

Proceeding, Mr, Maxwell said that it must be a pleasure for the Congress to

know that in every one of the countries on the Continent with which they

were in daily contact co-operation was progressing. He could speak

Ultimately, from a personal point of view, of the movement that was now
so active in Canada and the United States of America. The co-operative

movement had taken root there, and was growing at a pace that was

astonishing for so very few years. They knew that the individualism of

America had become almost a bye-word ; and the difficulty of planting

co-operation there was enough to turn the heart of the greatest enthusiast

sick almost. But at last a few earnest men got together, with the result

that to-day, among other forces at work, was the Co-operative League of

New York, which had now become a member of the International Co-opera-

tive Alliance ; and there was also The Right Relationship League in

Minneapolis, which had many societies connected with it. In Canada there

had been founded a Co-operative Union, on the same basis as their own
Co-operative Union in Great Britain, and they had many societies connected

with it. He had visited many of these societies, from one side of the country

to the other, and, small societies though they were, he had no disdain for

them—he remembered the days of small things himself—and he gave what
help he could to them. Other steps were now being taken in regard to

another, a very old country, that had gone through several political changes

lately, and had now changed its form of government. They were going to

make an attempt on new China. They were not without friends and

influence there, and they were going to make the attempt to introduce the

work into China when the political trouble is settled. There was a golden

thread that ran throughout that was scarcely seen in their co-operative work
attained on the Continent. They tried to introduce ideas, not so much of
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international co-operation, but of international peace. There were their

friends Scherling and Kauffman, and the others who lived in Grcrmany

—

he had crossed swords with them often on many subjects in co-operation,

but never had they got cross with each other. They thought of inter-

national peace—the same as he did. It was not true that Germany, as

represented by their friends, wants wtir, and it was not true his friends from

Germany (Mr. Maxwell spoke with vigour as he turned to Herr Scherling

and his co-German delegates) want war. Co-operators everywhere

ha<l everj'thing to lose and nothing to gain by war. Some of them
had a great experience the other month, which revealed the power of

co-operators most strongly to his mind—that was the wedding they were

invited to in France. They knew that for many years past, unhappily,

political differences split the co-operative movement in France in two—the

Socialists on the one side, and the Moderates on the other. Despite the

ability, perseverence, and enthusiasm of the leaders, they had the greatest

possible difficulty in trying to bring together the two parties. The Inter-

national Alliance did all it possibly could, and how happy they were when
they saw a nice chance of their becoming one again. They started wholesale

societies separately—and they took no notice of each other. They went to

Tours last Christmas. They had the pleasure of seeing the leaders brought

together—for the first time possibly—and the great masses of people, as

represented by them, brought together by the International Alliance. And
then the officers of the Alliance said, " Bless you, my children !

" So they

wedded, and the Alliance gave them its benediction, and came away leaving

France happier than it was before. He had only one word more to say.

They were to have a great International Congress at Glasgow in August.

Many delegates would come from great distances, and they wanted them
to meet the delegates. They wanted to understand co-operation in the

cotmtry of its cradle : and he was quite sure every society in Great Britain

had a duty to perform, and that was to send somebody to represent it. It

would give a great object lesson to the politicians, if they spoke out, that

thi; workers of the world did not want war, and that they were opposed to

the great spending power put into the hands of politicians. Therefore, he

invited them to come to that Congress, and encourage their comrades from

other countries in their work, because they had got difficulties. For instance,

in Russia, the other day, the governor of one of the provinces would not

allow a society to be attached to the Alliance. The society naturally

appealed to the Alliance. They at once took the matter up to the Foreign

Office, and our Minister in Russia appealed—he did not know whether the

reply had Ikjcu received in the affinnativo or not. (Here he asked the

question of the secretary, Dr. MQller.) Yes, we have got a favourable reply,

that these poor fellows can join the Alliance.

The PRBSIOKNT said he was sure Mr. MaxwelPs very interesting speech

had l>een verj* much appreciated by all in that vast assembly. As a colleague

of Mr. Maxwell on the Alliance, he rould vouch for the great interest, thought,
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and action he took in its work. Now, the next business waa to appoint

tellers-

The General Secretary at this stage read out the names of the tellers

as follows :—Mr. T. Wood, chief teller ; Messrs. W. H. Bryant (Blaenavon),

A. Bullock (Bristol), W. T. Charter (Cambridge), W. J. Gilbert (Plymouth),

A. Hainsworth (Woolwich), J. C. Keuworthy (Stocksbridge), J. Murdoch
(Workington), A. O'Neil (Brechin), J. Pollitt (Eccles), F. Rankin (Derby),

C. A. W. Saxton (Worcester), and G. Wilson (Bannockburn).

CENTRAL BOARD ELECTIONS.

Mr. T. HoRROCKS (Assistant Secretary of the Union) read the results

of the elections for the Central Board.

Irish Conference Association.

Elected : H. M. Barbour, 22 ; R. Fleming, 22 ; H. Archer, 20 : W.
McGuffin, 19 ; J. Palmer, 19 ; W. Gray, 18 ; W. G. Kane, 18.

Unsuccessful : D. C. O'Leary, 7 ; Captain L. A. Bryan, 5 ; F. Hull, 4
;

J. Ward, 2 ; W. Cairns, 1 ; S. Henry, 1 ; S. Crowe, jun., 0.

Midland Section.

Elected : C. A. W. Saxton, 210 ; F. Rankin, 194 ; G. Bastard, 189 ;

J. Butcher, 185 ; J. Langley, 182 ; J. Millington, 178 ; W. J. Douse, 175
;

G. Harris, 166 ; W. Millerchip, 162 ; S. Butler, 157 ; J. G. Shacklock, 99.

Unsuccessful : A. Mann, 86 ; Mrs. M. E. Cottrell, 70 : W. Bradshaw, 51 ;

W. J. Rogers, 44 ; H. Baynes, 42 ; H. Clark, 36 ; J. Clay, 30 ; A. Wyld, 22 ;

H. Sanders, 19 ; W. Abbotts, 17 ; G. Sainders, 15 ; J. Kesterton, 13 ; S.

Annson, 1 1 ; H. Martin, 9 ; A. Fullwood, 8 ; I. Evans, 7 ; J. Grantham, 6
;

T. Parr, 5; J. Parker, 5; A. Campbell, 4; E. Hilton, 4.

One spoiled paper.

Northern Section.

District No. 1, North Northumberland.—Elected : J, Davison (un-

opposed).

District No. 2, South Northumberland.—Elected : T. Thompson, 27.

Unsuccessful : J. C. Alston, 26.

District No. 3, Cumberland and Westmorland.—Elected : J. Murdoch,

18. Unsuccessful : J. Nixon, 17.

District No. 4, West Durham and South Northumberland.—Elected :

W. Scott, 32. Unsuccessful r W. Brears, 2.

District No, 5, East Durham.—Elected : W. R. Rae (unopposed).

District No. 6, South Durham.—Elected : S. Galbraith, 35. Unsuccess*

ful : J. Bell, 10 ; T. Walker, 6 ; A. Martyn, 2.

District No. 7, South Durham and North Riding of Yorkshire.—Elected :

M. Duffield, 29. Unsuccessful : G. Bedford, 27 ; W. R. Tennet, 9.

Two spoiled papers.
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Nobth-Western Section.

District Candidates.

Airedale District.—Elected : S. R. Foster (unopp>osed).

Bolton District.—Elected : S. Fairbrother (unopposed).

Calderdale District.—Elected : J. Greenwood, 2.3. Unsuccessful :

J. Black, 16.

Cheshire and North Wales.—Elected S C. Hughes, 64. Unsuccessful :

H. Read. 20.

Dewsbury District.—Elected : J. Staynes (unopposed).

East Yorkshire District.—Elected : G. Goodenough (unopposed).

Huddersfield District.—Elected : E. Booth (unopposed).

Macclesfield, Crewe, and District.—Elected : J. Lowe, 63. Unsuccess-

ful : W. Starr, 7 ; A Latham, 6.

Manchester District.—Elected : J. Pollitt (unopposed).

North-East Lancashire District.—Elected : W. Dewhurst (unopposed).

North Lancashire District.—Elected : W. Gregory, 32. Unsuccessful :

J. Parr, 26.

North Lonsdale District.—Elected : J. Dickinson (unopposed).

Oldham District.—Elected : H. Stuttard (unopposed).

Rochdale District.—Elected : B. Woolfenden (unopposed).

Rossendale District.—Elected : J. W. Hargreaves, 1 1 . Unsuccessful :

J. Shepherd, 8.

South Yorkshire District.—Elected : A. J. Wroe, 37. Unsuccessful :

J. C. Kenworthy, 29 ; J. Dimberline, 26 ; H. Bourne, 21 ; J. W. Wood, 10.

Sectional Candidates.

Elected: J.Johnston, 830; T. Redfeam, 807; J. Morrell, 725; J.

Thompson, 091.

Unsuccessful : J. O. Paynter, 201 : Mrs. A. Blair, 183 ; J. Sharpies,

182 ; R. Hargreaves, 83 ; J. Nicholson, 64 ; J. W. Bradley, 36.

One spoiled paper

Scottish Section

Elected : J. Deans, 312 ; J. M. Wilkie, 286 ; G. Bisset, 284 ; J. Lucas.

264 ; C Wilson, 268 ; A. Purdie, 264 ; D. McCulloch, 260 ; J. Allan. 248 ;

J. Lochhead, 247 ; J. Patterson, 247.

Unsuccessful: G. D. Taylor, 112; J. Sullivan, 78; J. Brown, 33;

H. Laidlaw. 33 ; J. Dunley, 28 ; G. Bomphray, 26 ; J. F. Greig,^21 ; A.

Kussell, 18.

Two spoiled papers.

SouTHSBN Section.

Elected : A. HMumworth, 268 ; ^. W. Golightly, 267 ; W. T. Charier,

244; B. Williams, 236 ; R. Rowsell, 232 ; S. Foulger, 223 • M. H. Clear, 206

;

Mrs. M. A. Gasflon, 184; W. J. Salmon, 126.
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Unsuccessful: T. S. Reeve, 116; J. Maton, 57; E. King, 48; C. E.

Taylor. 43 ; R. Hibberd, 42 ; A. D. D. Banks, 30 ; Miss E. E. M. Allen, 29 ;

W. J. Foster, 26 ; H. C. Kille, 24 ; W. W. Jerham, 23 ; F. P. Haywood, 16 :

H. Colpus, 13 ; W. Dudman, 13 ; W. H. Barton, 12 ; A. Gore, 8 ; E.

White, 6.

One spoiled paper.

South-Western Section.

Elected : W. J. Gilbert, 80 ; R. R. Prynne, 80 ; A. Bullock, 78 ; H.

Westbury, 77 ; C. Vaughan, 63.

Unsuccessful: J. Marks, 28; E. R. S. Mundy, 27; R. Andrews, 17;

G. C. Kingscott, 15 ; J. White, 8 ; A. J. Short, 3.

Western Section.

Elected : E. R. Wood, 73 ; W. H. Bryant, 67 ; J. R. Davies, 65 ; R. R.

Chappell, 61 ; L. W. Richards, 61 ; D. Evans (Tredegar), 52.

Unsuccessful : S. Jones, 26 ; D, Evans (Ebbw Vale), 18 ; W. Hart, 14
;

G. R. Protheroe, 10 ; J. J. Millman, 9 ; W. Watkins, 7 ; T. H. Bailey, 4 ;

E. Hilborne, 4 ; E. Warren, 3.

I hereby certify that the above is a correct return of the voting for mem-
bers of the Central Board of the Co-operative Union for the Congress Year,

1913-14.

6th May, 1913 T. Wood, Scrutineer.

REPORT OF THE CENTRAL BOARD.

The Report of the Central Board was then presented for consideratior
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Report of tbc Central Board.

THE CO-OPERATIVE MOVEMENT IN 1912.

1. SOCIETIES REGISTERED UNDER THE INDUSTRIAL

AND PROVIDENT SOCIETIES ACT, 1893.

The repoit of the Registrar of Friendly Societies, published in October, 1912,

gives some interesting particulars relating to societies registered under the

Industrial and Provident Societies Act, 1893.

The particuhirs may be useful as they concern many societies which are not

recognised as ordinary co-operative societies by the Co-operative Union. It may
be interesting to give in our report some information relating to them, so that it

may be seen how the Industrial and Provident Societies Act has been taken

advantage of and used by other societies than those which we usually recognise

as " Co-operative.
'

'

For the year 1910 the report shows that returns were made by 3,278 sooieties

registered under the Industrial and Provident Societies Act, whilst 171 made no

returns and 14 returns were received too late to be included in the report. This

number was made up as follows :
—

Hocieties. Members. Pundn.

Industries and Trades 2,409 2,092,112 .... £fi9,637,88l

Businesses 657 158.577 £1,398,462

I>and Societies (Ordinary Land
Purchase Societies) 1 10 ... . L'd.oi" C-2,476,822

Land Societies (Small Holdings

and Allotments) }l',S 10.211 £21,188

5.J7H 2.880,979 £63.488.861

Of the 2,409 co-operative societies '2't.i w.ro " productive " in their operations

and 947 were "distributive," while l,ir)5 combined both production and
difltribution. The remaining societies were not in active operation.

The sales of goods for the year amounted to £116,380,862 against £112,414,808

for the year 1909.
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The profits for the year were £11,095,920, of which £86 984 was applied to

educational purposes. 225 societies returned losses during the year amounting

to £34,456 which was an increase of £2,953 as compared with the previous year.

The varied character of the societies registered under the Act will be seen

when it is stated that the 186 societies registered in 1911 included 60 societies

under the group of industries and trades, 57 working men's clubs, 1 bank, and

4 financial societies ; under the business group 42 small holdings and allotments

societies, and 22 land societies ; of these, 72 societies were affiliated to the

Agricultural Organisation Society (including 40 small holdings and allotments

societies), 23 to the Working Men's Club and Institute Union, 3 to the

Co-operative Union, 24 to the Association of Conservative Clubs, 1 to the Labour

Co-partnership Association, 6 to the Co-partnership Tenants' Housing Council,

and 4 to the Small Holders' League. The remaining 52 societies do not appear

to be in connection with any organisation.

These figures show that out of the 186 societies registered in lUU only three

were affiliated to the Co-operative Union. In the Appendix to this report we

give a list of societies registered during 1912, from which it will be seen that the

same state of things prevails ; that societies of various kinds are being registered

in much larger numbers than are those of ordinary distributive or productive

societies.

This statement may be of interest to members of co-operative societies

generally, as it is commonly supposed that the Industrial and Provident Societies

Act is used only by our own co-operative societies, and goes to prove that general

use is being made of the Act.

2. GENERAL PROGRESS OF OUR MOVEMENT.

(See Appendix I., page 141.)

The societies have, as usual, been invited to furnish us with statistics giving

particulars of their positions at the end of 1912. We have experienced consider-

able difficulty in obtaining the required information, owing to the Congress

taking place so early this year, many societies not being able to give what wc

require until their Annual Returns to the Registrar are completed. We have, under

the circumstances, been fairly successful, but we would urge the officials of

societies to do their utmost in order to assist in supplying the most reliable

information, and this can only be obtained by the co-operation of the secretaries

of the various societies in complying with our requests for information.

This year the Central Board have again to report general and steady progress

throughout the movement, which progress would have been much greater but

for the unfortunate strikes which have taken place during the past year.

Full particulars of the returns received from the societies will be found in

the statistical portion of this report. The totals of the figures are given below,

and compared with those of 1911 :

—
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Year.

Total
Number

of
Societies.

Number of
Societies to
which these
Figures
Relate.

Number
of

Members. Shares.
£

1912 .- 1^20 .. 1,612 .. 2,876,892 . . 88,418,963

1911 .. 1,531 .. I,.'i26 .. 2,760,531 . . 36,800,930

Increase. _ — 116,361 . 1,613,033

Decrease. 11 .. 14 — —

Trade
£

122,885,411

116,100,099

6,785,312

Profits.

£
18,289,806

12.965,519

323,787

Analysis of General Results.

Shares. Trade. Profits.
Societies. Members. £ £ £

Wholesale Societies 1911 2 .. 1,428 . . 2,273,916 . . 36,744,069 . . 1.000,518

•1 (« 1912 2 .. 1,482* . 2,369,427 . . 38,123,412 . . 1,080.248

Retail Societies.... 1911 . 1,407 .. 2,640,091 . . 33,253.757 . . 74,802.469 . . 11,69.3,920

M 11 •••• 1912 . 1,899 .. 2,750,633 . . 34,742,691 . . 78,856,098 . . 11.957,422

Productive Societies 1911 112 . 32,110 . 865,683 . . 3,292,066 . 216,729

»i II 1912 109 .. S4,528 . 896,266 . . 3,594,958 . 238.593

Supply Associations 1911 4 .. 85,608 . 377,445 . 2,(M0,150 . 46.7^7

„ „ 1912 . 4 .. 88,981 . 379,113 . . 2,055,852 . 54,264

Special Societies .. 1911 6 .. 1,294 . 30,129 . 221,845 . 7,565

M II • • 1912 6 .. 1,818 . 26,467 . 255,091 8,789

We have this year made an effort to obtain particulars of the amount of

production carried on by distributive societies, and from particulars received we

find that 771 societies have produced goods to the value of £8,284,766. This

amount must be added to £13,686,211 as shown under the heading of

" Co-operative Production," which gives a total of £21,970,9()7.

3. WHOLESALE SOCIETIES.

Society Interest
Members. Shares. Loans. Kales, on Capital. Profits.

1911. £ £ £ £ £
The English Wholesale 1,158 .. 1,880.611 .. 8,688,217 .. 27.892,900 .. 80.884 .. 660,798

The Scottish Wholesale 270 .

.

448,406 .

.

9,718,004 . . 7,861,070 . . S1,88D . . 880,790

1,428 2,278.016 6,801.811 86,744,080 111,714 1.000.618

1912. £ £ £ £ £
Thr KntrltHh Wholesale 1,162 .. 1,016.161 .. 8.868.i76 .. 80,782,164 .. 98,787 .. 706,734

Thi ScotliHh Wholesale 270 .. 4S8,97« .. 2,868,226 .. 8,801,868 .. 98,880 .. 888,614

1,489 9,880,427 6,721,501 88,128,412 116.087 1.080,248

£ £ £ £ £
1911 . 1,498 .

.

9,918,016 .. 0,801,811 . . 86.744.080 . .111,714 . .1,000,618

1012 1.489 .. 9,880,497 .. 8,791,601 .. 28,128,419 . .116,087 .. 1.080,948

Iner«aM.. 4 .. 96,811 .. 490.190.. 9,819,848 . . 4,878 . . ~«!toO
Decreaso. . — .. — — .. — — .. —
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4. DISTRIBUTIVE CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETIES.

191

J

1911

Societies.

1,399 .

. . 1,407 .

Members.

. 2,750,633 .

. 2,640,091 .

110,642 .

Shares.
£

. 34,742,691 .

. 33,253,757 .

Loans.
£

. 5,070,376

. 4,935,164

8 ..

Increase .

.

Decrease

1,488,934 . 135,212

Sales. Profits.

£ £
78,856,098 .. 11,957,422

74,802,469 .. 11,693,920

4,053,629 263,502

5. CO-OPERATIVE PRODUCTION.

We have obtained the usual information from the productive societies in

regard to their progress, and also from the two Wholesale Societies in respect to

their various productive departments, which will be found in the statistical

portion of the report. We submit a summary of the returns, and also an analysis

showing the various industries carried on.

(a) Summarised Statement.

Number
of

Societies.
^"„"?»>-i capital

Emp'yes.' Employed.

Trade
during
Year.

Profit. Loss.

England and Wales 1911

„ 1912
Scotland 1911

1912
English Wholesale 1911

1912
Scottish Wholesale 1911

, 1912

??
16
1

1

1

1

£
6829 945552
7806 968600
2209 617536
2856 640787
16038 2532392
16943 2590218
5553 694448
5726 768890

£
2413423
2631062
878643
963896

6834354
7556822
2344995
2534431

£
115784
135163
100946
103430
184758
191454
95431
81258

£
1124
1442

57

1231

Total 1911

„ 1912
114
112

30629 : 4789928
82831 4968495

12471415
13686211

496918
511305

1181

2678

(b) Summary of Industries. 1911.

£

(England 560,721
Cotton, Linen, Silk and Wool \ Scotland 133,314

I Wholesale Societies 810,666

1912.

£

627,182
145,158
868,122

1,504,701 . . 1,640,462

Boots. Shoes, and Leather..
{ ^"hSle" S^^^^^^^^^^^ S'l

Metal and. Hardware
| whSi; Sod'et^"

1,189,541

62,834

52,376

115,210

Woodworking
(England 34,438

I
Wholesale Societies 123,275

157,713

393,847
904,449

1,298,296

60,702

58,582

119,284

32,300
129,498

161,798
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1911.

£

Building and Quarrying .

.

Printing and Bookbinding

England 33,949

England 165,070
Scotland 18,155
Wholesale Societies . . 264,272

448,097

r^^xtiui^rr (England 1,028,069^™^'"'"«
iWholesale Societies 3,911.177

Baking f
England 28,579
(Scotland 711,210

Laundries

789,795

( England 28,328

'( Scotland 15,958

44,286

Various
(England 114,745

^*"®"*'
1 Wholesale Societies 3,189,142

1912.

£

9,302

185,336
19,460

268,675

473,471

1,110 670
4,514,728

4,934,236 . 5,626,398

50,567

781,059

831,626

46,741

18,219

04,960

114,415

3,347,199

Total, 1911

„ 1912

3,303,887 ..3,461,614

12,471,415

13,686,211

Inci 1,214,71»6

6. FARMING BY CO-OPERATIVE SOCIHTII S.

(Sec Appendix II., page 144.)

Wc give the usual summary of results. The Co-operative Movement does
not make great headway in farming; the information ia very similar to that

reported last year. Wo have nothing uew to report.
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(a) Farming by Wholesale or Distributive Societies.

ACRRAOE. Rent.

Capitol. Profit. Loss.
Number of
Societies.

Section
Rent

Owned. Rented. Interest where
rented.

!

£ £ £ £ £
Midland 1889 222 li

1469i

100989 3402 3528 1252 2454 21
Northern 1048 69284 1902 2709 2106 1551 22
North-Western.. 847^ 744| 67749 2208 1452 1046 1542 25
Scottish 244 667 20689 674 1390 3170 30 4
Southern 999 421 48917 1677 809 516 1654 10
South-Western .

.

26L 125 24621 405 425 .. 656 2
Western

5288^

180 550 22 150 •• 62 1

Total .... 5828} 332799 10290 10458 8090 7949 85

(6) Farming Societies.

Acreaok.

Capitol.

Rent.

Profit. Loss.
Number of

Interest
Rent
where
rented.

Section.

Owned. Rented.

Societies.

Southern
Western

•• 233
575

£
1890
3000

£
40

£
111
191

£
146

£

60

60

1

1

Total .. 808 4890 40 302 146 2

7. AGRICULTURAL SUPPLY AND DISTRIBUTION.

(See Appendix III., page 147.)

The Agricultural Organisation Society has during the last year been

reconstituted. While in the past this organisation has greatly benefited the

agricultural community, there is ground for hope that under the new conditions

the advancement of agricultural co-operation will be more rapid in the future.

In the Appendix to this report will be found a brief account of the

Agricultural Organisation Society, its history, aims, methods, and work. This

we think will interest co-operators engaged in the distributive movement. A
closer alliance of the two movements should be aimed at as it would undoubtedly

be of mutual advantage.

By kind permission of the Board of Trade (Labour Department) we are

enabled to submit some reliable information, which in the past has not been
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obtainable, in reference to the Agricultural Societies and Small Holdings and

Allotments Societies in the United Kingdom.

The following statistics are taken from the Boatd of Trade Labour Gazette

for March, 1913:—

Co-operative Agricultural Societies in the United Kingdom,

general summary.

At the end of the year 1911 there were 768 separately registered societies

engaged in agricultural distribution and production, with an aggregate member-

ship of 94,884, and a total capital—share, loan and reserve— of £748,561. Their

aggregate sales during the year amounted to £4,520,884, upon vhich a profit of

£62,373 was made. The societies employed 2,748 i)erson8, and paid £126,186 in

wages during the year.

In addition, there were 72 industrial societies and one agricultural distribu-

tive society which had departments engaged in farming and dairying operations.

These departments together employed "704 persons, and paid an aggregate wage

amounting to £41,071. The total value of their produce was £330,267.

Of the 768 separately registered societies 431, with a membership of 47,473,

were ' distributive " societies, with a capital of £274,922, Their sales for the

year amounted to £2,166,697, on which there was a profit of £20,848. The

remaining 337 societies were engaged in production, mainly butt€r-making, but

a few in farming, flax-growing, and threshing. These societies had a member-

phip of 47,411, a capital of £473,639, sales for the year of £2,340,287, and a profit

of £41,525.

The following table shows the distribution between England and Wales,

Scotland, and Ireland, respectively, of the whole of the distributive and pro-

ductive sales in 1911 :

—

Sales of
AfricuUural
DlRtribativc
Hooieties.

Sales of
Agricultural
Prodnctive

Hocir*tit>8 and
DepartineiitB.

Total Sales.

Amount.
Percentage

of

ToUl.

PiuRland and Wales
Scotland

£
1.825.547

335,470
525,580

£
297,047

219.405
2,154,102

£
l,6->-',V'l

5.'.i.-,-.

2,67*.<,«»«-.i

.s:V4

111
Ireland 65-2

ToUlfl, United Kingdom.

.

2,180^97 2,670,664 4.867,161 1000

Thus, more than half the sales of agricultural distributive sooieiios in the

United Kingdom were in England and Wales while more than 80 per cent of

the sales of productive societies and departments were in Ireland.

SMALL holdings AND ALIX>TMKNTS 80CIRTIBR.

There were also, in 1911, 94 co-operative small holdings and allotment

societies, with a total membership of 10,246, as compared with 83 societies and
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8,506 members in 1910. Their tolal capital was £22,968, consisting of t'8,497 in

shares, £12.071 in loans, and i2,4C0 in reserve funds.

These societies held 10,857 acres of land, for which £18,751 was payaole by

them in rent, rates and taxes; 10,011 acres were let to 8,423 tenants, who paid

£21,890 to the societies for rent, rates and taxes.

A number of the societies have formed trading departments for the purchase

of members' requirements and for the sale of their produce. The total sales of

requirements to members were JF'2,356, and the sales of members' produce were

£1,007.

The net result of the operations of the whole of the societies in 1911 was a

loss of £209.

8. SMALL SAVINGS OR PENNY BANKS.

We are able this year to give some particulars showing the extent to which

societies give facilities to the children of members to accumulate savings through

the medium of the Penny Bank. We give' below a summary showing the number

of societies in each section which carry on a penny bank department :

—

Section.

Ireland

Midland

Northern

North-Western

Scottish

Southern

South-Western

Western

No. of

Societies.

G

Amount
of Deposits

1,434

85 188,715

65 87,665

260 846,307

101 211,694

125 173,999

56 55,782

62 . . 55,977

700 1,621,573

9. CO-OPERATIVE INSURANCE.

The future of co-operative insurance has been considered at recent

Congresses; and last year at Portsmouth the subject was fully discussed, and the

opinion expressed by the Board of the Co-operative Union that the Wholesale

Societies should take over all the insurance business within the movement, and

that equitable terms should be arranged witii the Co-operative Insurance

Society for the transference of their business, met with the approval of a large

majority of the delegates present

Since Congiess, important developments have taken place, and a satisfactory

basis has been arrived at for the accomplishment of the expression of Congiess,

the Wholesale Societies having received instructions from their members, and

the members of the Co-operative Insurance Society having been consulted, the

terms of transfer have been accepted ; so that by the time Congress meets it is

expected that the unification of the co-operative insurance business will have

been effected.
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\W- Ki\t ui< ii.-Miivi >L.iit.-ment in regard to the position of the Co-operative

Insurance Society at the end of 1912 and the comparative statement for 1911 :

—

Life Assdrance Business (Indiviodalb).

Ohi>isaky. f

Premiams
Received.

10,681

11,716

Special. I^IDDSTRIAL.

Vtai. Premiums
Received,

Claims Paid. Claims Paid.
Premiums
Received.

Claims Paid.

No.

71

78

Amoant.

£
7,131

7,241

No. Amoant. No»

152
152

Amount.

1911
1912

22,684

1
26,441

1

268
272

£
2,436

2,736

3.196

3,619

£
1,363

1,404

Collective Life Assurance Business.

No. of

Societies
Assured.

Premiums
Received.

No. of
Members of
Assured
Societies.

Claims Paid.

No. Amount.

1911

1912
346
382

72,902

83,700

622,822

722,323

8.915

10,686

£
54,006

63,798

£696. 15s. 7d. was received for Annuities granted.

Fire, and Accident and General Insurance Business.

Fire.

Year.

AOCmBNT AMD OenKKAI..

Claims Paid. PrMnlums
Received.

i

Claims Paid.

Burnt Insured.
Received.

36,968

38,308

No. Amount.

£
10,040

8,337

No.

329
547

Amount.

£
31,726,285
33,440,370

1,5B8

1,673

1911
1912

7,183

8,846

£
1.798

2.715

I Accident, BurRlary, Fidelity, Plate Glass, and Mi>tor Vehicle Insurances are
mcluded in the Accident and General Account.

Kmpix>yrr8' Liability Insurance Business.

V.iir.

N... «.f

Insiirril.

1,182

1,208

Premiums
Received.

£
15,639

22,549

Claims Paid.

\llKMIIlt.

1911
1912

1,203
1,63H

£
7,79i»

10,279

The total preioium income in all dopartments amounted to £195,878. It. lOd.

The claims paid were 15,046 in number, amounting to a total of £9(i,512. Oh. 9d.
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Insurance Funds.

Year.
Life
(Four

Branches).

Employers'
Liability.

Accident
and

General.
Fire. Total.

1911

1912

£
201,135

229,719

£
22,702

28,359

£
16,542

19,978

£
114,568
128,564

£
354,947

406,620

Out of the profit and loss acccount, after paying interest on capital at the

usual rate of 5 per cent, dividends of 2s per £ to members and Is. per £ to non-

members upon their fire and fidelity premiums were declared.

10. CO=OPERATIVE JOURNALS.

There has not been any increase in the number of journals and records

published within the movement, but it is satisfactory to report that the circula-

tion of the principal publications has increased. In response to our usual

circular of inquiry we are able to show the number of such publications issued

during the year :

—

Weekly and Monthly Papers and Records.

No. of Societies
Supplied. Circulation.

The " Co-operative News " 946 82,000

The " Millgate Monthly " 583 12,500

"OurCircle" 426 24,000

" Scottish Co-operator " 203 26,400

The Wheatsheaf 'SSI 473,000

"Co-partnership" — 8,000

" Co-operation in Agriculture " 500 1,200

The Co-operative Employ^ 700 18,000

Educational Association (Northern Sec-

tion) Record 3 3,000

District Record :

—

Nottingham 17 900

Records published by Societies :
—

Blackpool 3,500

Blaydon 3,000

Bolton 15,000

Burnley 4,000

tBury 10,000

Cainscross and Ebley 3,500

Chorley 1,500

Coventry 3,000
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Circulation.

Derby 8,000

Eccles 8,000

Failsworth 5,000

Gloucester 1,600

Harrogate 3,500

Keighley 5,000

Kettering 7,000

Lancaster and Skerton 2,000

Leeds 16,000

Leicester 7,000

Leigh 7,200

Lincoln 9,000

Long Eaton 6,500

^lanchester and Salford 8,000

f Middlesbrough 3,000

Norwich 5,000

* Included in this number are 470 societies which issue the " Wheatsbeaf " as their own
Record, with one to sixteen pages printed specially for themselves. The toUl number of local

pages so printed for February, 1913, was 1,676.

t Issued every two months. I Issued quarterly.

Circulation.

Records published by Societies :

—

Oldham Industrial 8,500

Pendleton 13,000

Perth (City of) 3,700

Plymouth 10,000

Preston 10,000

tRadcliffe and Pilkington 4,500

Stratford 5,000

Woolwich 8,000

VVorkingtnn Industrial 800

: Issued quarterly.

11. NEW SOCIETIES REGISTERED IN 1912.

(See Appendix IV,, page 150.)

A list of the new sooieties registered in Roglaod, Scotland, and Ireland

during 1912 will he found in the Appendix. These lists have been supplied by

the Chief RcgiHtrar and the Aisistant Fugistrani in Scotland and Ireland: —

(a) Emoland and Wales.

The tctiil t.umber of societies for England and Wales is 191, an inereaee of

5 over 1911. The new societies are of a varied character and are claatiflad as

follows :

—
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Distributive 8

Productive 5

Small Holdings and Allotments 34

Agricultural 26

Clubs 64

Land 17

Egg Collecting 2

Tenants' Housing 10

Financial 7

Unclassified 18

191

The distributive societies are as follows : - Cwmgorse and District, Man-

chester Jewish, Rhyl and District, Rivals (Chwilog), St. Breward and District,

and Wells and District. These six societies have been approved of and assisted

by the Co-operative Union, but the following have not received our approval or

assistance, viz:- Beehive (Caerau), and North-West Anglesey Co-operative.

The five productive societies registered are :—Manchester and District

Laundry, Chichester and District Bacon Factory, Coventry Sentinel Press,

Herefordshire and Bedfordshire Co-operative Bacon Factory, and Leeds Labour

Publishing Society.

(b) Scotland.

Twenty-three new societies have been registered in Scotland during 1912,

these may be classified as follows :

—

Distributive 2

Agricultural 18

Creameries 1

Poultry Produce 1

Tenants' Housing 3

Unclassified 3

23

The distributive societies are :—Stranraer and District and Garrynamonie

and District Co-operative Society.

(c) Ireland.

Twenty-six new societies have been registered in Ireland during 1912, they

are classified as follows :

—

Distributive 2

Agricultural 7

Creameries 6

Pig and Cattle Suppliers 9

Meat 2

26

The distributive societies are Middletown and District and Whealt Co-

operative Store Limited.
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12. SOCIETIES DISSOLVED OR AMALGAMATED IN 1912.

(See Appendix V., page 167.)

There were 114 societies dissolved or amalgamated during 1912 ; many of

these societies have appeared in previous reports, having been in course of liquida-

tion for some years, the final particulars being supplied to the Registrar during

1912.

This year we have added a column to the list given in the Appendix showing

how the society has been dissolved.

From the detailed list it will be noticed that very few of the societies

contained therein have been looked upon by the Co-operative Union as strictly

*• Co-operative " in character. Of the 20 distributive societies that have ceased

to exist, seven have amalgamated or transferred engagements to other societies.

Distributive 20

Productive 12

Small Holdings and Allotments 10

Agricultural 13

Clubs 12

Land 5

Egg Collecting 6

Tenants' Housing 2

Financial 11

Unclassified 28

114

THE CO-OPERATIVE UNION

13. SOCIETIES AFFILIATED TO THE UNION during 1912.

The societies whose names appear in the list Ixilow have hcconio aftiliated to

the Union since the last Congress :—
Ireland: Middletown.

Midland Section: Cosby, Coventry Builders, Edwinstowc, Federated

rirowcrs (Hirmingham), and Midland Woodworkers

North- Western Sectum: Brockholes, DobcrosH, Manchester and District

Laundrj', Mirfield Perseverance, Pant-y-fowuog.Sandbach, and Whittle-

lo- Woods,

Scottish Sectiott: Fraserburgh, Glasgow Civic P(eM,and Scottish Cooperative

Holidays AsHociation.

Southern Section : Calne, Canterbury, and Richmond and District

Agricultural.

South- Western Section: St. Breward, and Wells.

Weitem Section : Cwrogor se, lilangennech, and Swansea Printers.
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14. SOCIETIES WHICH HAVE WITHDRAWN during 1912.

The undermentioned societies have ceased to be members of the Union for

the reasons stated :

—

By Amalgamation : Harrington, Ringley and Kearsley, Hoddesdon, Seven-

oaks, Southend and District, Toddington, and Wealdstone.

By ceasivfi to exist : Ready, Bromsgrove Nail Forgers, Manchester Jewish,

Woburn Sands, and Calstock.

By being struck off: IMidland Sheet Metalv^orkers, Bcswick, Bolton,

Nettleton, Settle, Scottish Guild of Handicraft, National Co-operative

Festival, Ashburton, and Bristol Beehive Thrift.

15. SUMMARY OF MEMBERS.
Per Cent.

Total No. Members of Non-members Members
Section. of Societies. Union. of Union. of Union.

Ireland 2G 18

Midland 221 .... 187

Northern 142 136

North-Western .

.

466 .... 395

Scottish 286 203

Southern 206 175

South -Western.. 79 70

Western 94 .... 80

1912.

8 .... 69-2

34 84-6

6 .... 95-7

71 84-7

83 70-9

31 .... 84-9

9 .... 88-6

14 .... 85-1

1,520 1,264 256
* Distributive only.

fSocieties members of the Union in 1913 1,264

t Societies members of the Union in 1912 1,262

Summary of Membership.

Number Membership
of Per of Per

Societies. cent. Societies. cent.

tMembers of Union ... . 1,264 .... 832 ....2694,320 .... 98-65

+Non-members of Union 256 .... 16 8 .... 182,572 6-35

Total No. of Societies 1,620 Total Membership 2,876,892

t These figures refer only to Societies included in the Statistical Return.

16. UNITED BOARD.

The following were appointed by their respective sections to represent them

on the United Board for the Congress Year :

—
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Section. ReprcMntatives.

Midland Messrs. W. Millerchip and F. Rankin.

Northern Messrs. J. Davison and J. Smith.

North-Western .. ^Messrs. W. Gregory, J. E. Kilburn, J. Lowe, and
T. Redfeam.

Scottish Messrs. J. Deans and J. Patterson.

Southern Messrs. A. Hainsworth and R. Rowsell.
' South-Western ..Mr. H. Westbury.

Western Mr. L, W. Richards.

During the year the Board has met on five occasions, viz :—22nd June,

21st September, 23rd November, 1912 ; 18th January, and loth March, 1913.

Mr. J. Deans, of the Scottish Sectiqn, was appointed as chairman of the Board for

the year.

17. THE OFFICE COMMITTEE.

The Sectional Boards appointed the following members of the United Board
to represent them on the Office Committee :

—

Section. Representatives.

Midland Mr. W. Millerchip.

Northern Mr. J. Davison.

North-Westem .

.

!Mr. W. Gregory.

Scottish Mr. J. Deans.

Southern Mr. R. Rowsell.

South-Western .

.

Mr. H. Westbury.

Western Mr. L. W. Richards.

Mr. J. Deans has ftctod as chairman of the committee.

18. COMMITTEES OF THE UNION.

The following is a list of the various committees which have been in existence

during the past year :
—

(a) Committee on Education.

(6) Joint Propaganda Committee.

(c) Joint Parliamentary Committee.

{d) Joint Exhibitions Committee.

(0) Joint Committee of Trade-unionists and Co-oper»ton.

(/) Co-operative Defence Committee.

ig) Committee on Credit.

The reports submitted by the above committeM are given in their usual

order in this report.
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REPORTS OF COMMITTEES.

19. COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION.

(See Appendix VI., pages 174 to 190.)

The above committee for the past Congress year has been constituted

as follows :

—

Representing the Sections

:

Midland I\Ir. C. A. W. Saxton.

Northern Mr. W. R. Rae.

North-Western Messrs. E. Booth and W. Dewhurst.

Scottish Mr. J. Lucas.

Southern Mr. R. Rowsell.

South-Western Mr. W . J. Gilbert.

Western Mr. W. H. Bryant.

Representing the Women's
Co-operative Guild Mrs. A. Blair.

Representing the Educational Committees' Associations:

^lidland Mrs. Stein.

Northern Mr. W. Clayton.

North-Western Messrs. J. S. Armitage and W. Nield.

Scottish Mr. J. Lucas.

Southern Miss J. P. Madams.

South-Western Mr. W. White.

Western Mr. J. C. Sykes.

Representing the A.U.C E. : Mr. T. W. Mercer.

Mr. W. R. Rae (Northern Section) was elected chairman of committee

for the eleventh consecutive year. The full committee meet quarterly, and
have held four meetings ; whilst the sub-committee have also met on four

occasions.

As usual, we give in the appendices full particulars as to the prizes,

grants, scholarships, and certificates issued to students during the previous

session, and invite a comparison with past years in order that the increasing

results of our work may be judged.

Class Work, Session 1912-13.

We have pleasure in reporting an increase in the number of classes

formed during the past session, the number registered being 518, compared
with 407 for last year, an increase of 51 classes. The number of students

enrolled also shows a satisfactory advance, there being 20,958, as against

18,356. Detailed statistics for the different classes are to be found in the

Appendix.
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While this steady increase is gratifying, it is still far below what might

reasonably be expected from the whole of the societies in the movement.

There are over 1,200 co-op)erative societies members of our Union, but only

a few of these show any active interest in our class work. It is surely not

too much to assert that each society could easily establish at least one class

in some subject recommended by our committee. One pleasing feature

duiing the session has been the earnest enthusiasm shown by the women
CO operators in the special classes arranged for the training of guild officials,

the syllabus of which includes public speaking, guild subjects, and co-opera-

tion. Altogether there have been enrolled in these classes some 460

students, and the greatest interest has been taken in the tuition afforded.

Text-books and Publications

No now text-book has been issued during the past Congress Year, but

we have at present in preparation the following :—(a) Text-book for

.Apprentices and Junior Employes, (6) New Manual of Auditing, (c) Revised

Edition of Working-men Co-operators. Each is now well advanced, and we
hope to publish the same in ample time for the next session.

The action of the Central Education Committee in publishing a cheap

edition of " Our Story " has been well justified by the ready sale with which

it has met. Three hundred thousand copies (300,000) were printed, and the

stock is now practically exhausted ; but steps are being taken towards a

reprint of this edition, as we believe that, with the number of co-operators

at the present time, it should be an easy matter to dispose of at least one

million copies.

Wo have been able during the year to publish a second co-operative play,

entitled " The Dragon." As with the first play, this was the result of a

competition arranged by the committee, and the successful play was sent

in by Mr. James Turner, of Methil, Scotland. We hope to hear of this play

being produced at many centres during the -coming session. ** The Dawn "

18 still meeting with popular favour and has been produced in many places

since last Congress, with such success that it has necessitated repeat

performances in nearly every instance.

Essay Competition.

For the sixth essay competition the siibject selected was ** Three

National Reforms necessary for the Development of the Co-operative Move-
ment." Twenty-nine papers were sent in, and the successful essayist was
Mr. 8 n. Fraser, of Edinburgh. The papers were judged by Mr. W. Maxwell,

who commented on the high standard of the essays submitted. As usual,

thf! fintt prize essay has been printed, and copies may be had from the

CViitml Office.

CORRKSPONDBNCK ClASSKS.

For students who are unable to join local classes, the committee have
again arranged classes by correspondence, under competent teachers, in

the subjects of Co-operation, Industrial Hidtory, Citixenship. and Economics ;
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also in Co-operative Book-keeping. The students enrolled in such classes

number 184, the major portion having joined for Co-operation and Book-

keeping.

We feel confident that if arrangements were made to centralise this

special work at Holyoake House it would result in a large increase of students

for these classes, and the committee hope to make satisfactory arrangements

at an early date for this to be done.

Training Course : Co-operative Secretaries.

In November last we arranged the third examination of candidates

sitting for the secretaries' certificate. Out of seventeen students who sat,

thirt<jen were successful. The student gaining the highest number of marks

was Mr. A. H. Dawkins, late of Southampton, now of Dover. This student

will receive the special prize awarded by the Secretaries' Association. This

committee have also offered a prize for the student doing the best homework
during a session, and for the past session, Mr. J. A. Scott, of Chorley, is the

winner.

The training course is again in the hands of Mr. Arthur Varley, of

Lancaster, whose place on the Examination Board has been taken by Mr.

J. Jarman, of Warrington, and the work of the board is giving ev^ery

satisfaction.

Training of Co-operative Employees.

(a) apprentices and junior employees.

This year we have to report a slight falling off in the number of classes

arranged for apprentices. During the session there have been seven such

classes, with a membership of 151. The decrease is doubtless due to the

fact that the new text-book, which was promised last session, was not ready.

This was entirely owing to circumstances outside the control of the committee.

In connection with these special classes for junior employes, we are pleased

to notice that one or two societies are now making arrangements with the

local authorities for special classes to be formed if necessary for the younger

employes ; the tuition covers chiefly the revision of school work on lines

suggested in our syllabus for Part I. We expect these classes to assist

materially in the development of our scheme of training, and for such students

to take tip Part II. of our syllabus, which is the first step in their training

for co-operative management.

(6) SALESMEN.

It is pleasing to report an increase in the number of centres established

for the training of salesmen. Twenty such centres have been formed, with

a meml>er8hip of 384 ; last session the numbers were eleven centres, witli

314 students. For those students unable to attend a centre we arranged

a correspondence course, under the tuition of Mr. T. M. Young, and fifty-

three students took advantage of these facilities.
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(c) OENERAI. BfANAOBRS AND HONOURS.

These two stages are arranged for students who have passed through

the salesmen's course, and desire to study the more euivanced section of

management. They are conducted only by correspondence, under the

tuition of Mr. R. J. Wilson (Sunderland), editor of the text-book. For the

general managers' course, thirty-one students have been enrolled, with five

in the honours section.

The net deficit on these classes in management for the session ending

May, 1912, was £59. 5s. 5d., and in the Appendix we give full particulars for

each year since these classes were inaugurated. The total number of

students enrolled since these management classes were started some years

ago will now reach 4,470 ; of this number, 1 ,627 have been successful in the

various examinations.

Students for Examination.

For the various examinations arranged during the past year, the total

number of students entered was 11,207, as compared with 12,704 for the

previous session. Details in connection with each subject are given in the

Appendix.

The examiners have again been as follows :

—

Subject Examiner.

Junior Classes in Co-operation, Section III.,) Mrs. G. H. Fewins

and re-examination of best papers . . . .

)

(Plymouth).

Intermediate Classes (Re-examination) .... Miss C.Webb (South Norwood)

Co-operation—Adults

Industrial History

Citizenship

Economics

Co-operative Book-keeping
)
Messrs. W. Appleby & T. Wood

„ Auditing J (Manchester).

Training of Co-operative Employes:

Apprentices and Juniors—

J

Office, Education pEi>T.,

1 Co-oPEHATivE Union.

„ II Mr. R.J. Wilson (Sunderland).

Salesmen Mr. C. Wrioht (Manchester).

General Managers and Honours Mr. D. Rowat (Paisley).

/ Secretaries' Examination
m • • i r> *• o * • I Board (Messrs. G. Briggs, A.
Tramingof Co-opcrativeSecreUries

j ^^^^^^^ ^ ^ ^^ ^J*^^ ^
( Wood).

(Not complete).

Holyoakb Housb.

In our new home at Holyoake House we have gradually increased the

facilities for canning out claas and other educational work. During the

past seosion we have held nine classes, as follows :—Elocution and Public

Mr. L. L. Prick, M.A.

(Oxford).
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Speakiiig, Salesmanship (2), Co-operative Book-keeping, Literary, Economic
History, General History, and the Training of Guild Oflficials. In these

various classes there have been enrolled some 290 students. We are hoping

to extend our work session by session. We have also arranged a series of

fortnightly lectures, which are being given by lecturers whose names appear

in the lecture list published by this committee. By this naeans it is hoped

to bring more prominently before the notice of co-operative societies those

lecturers who are prepared to speak on co-operative topics, and who are

recommended through our Educational Programme. We regret to report

that this effort has not met with the support from societies—particularly

those in the immediate district—which was anticipated. In June last we
organised a special demonstration for junior co-operators for visits of

inspection to Holyoake House and the central premises of the Co-operative

\\'holesale Society at Balloon Street. The event was taken up with

enthusiasm by societies in the district, about 600 children being present.

The event passed off so successfully that the committee propose to continue

it and extend to other districts, if possible. We have at Holyoake House a

very successful Young People's Circle, with forty members ; the meetings

are held twice monthly. Also it is the meeting place of the Manchester

District of the Students' Fellowship.

Co-operative Students' Fellowship

Tlie fourth annual meeting of this organisation was held at Easter, and

the annual report is given in the Appendix. The membership is steadily

increasing, and now has reached over 700, being an increase of 100 for the

past year.

National Co-opebative Men's Guild.

Great activity has been shown during the past twelve months by the

National Men's Guild. A Central Council, formed of representatives from

branch guilds, has been elected, and has met on five occasions. The
number of branches formed to date is thirty-four, with a membership of

1,271. Special conferences, arranged by this committee on behalf of the

National Guild, have been held during the year at Manchester, Kettering,

and Leeds respectively, and the annual meeting was held in connection witli

the Easter Week-end. In the Appendix will be found the annual report,

from which it is seen much good work is being done in different localities by
these branches. The general work of this guild is closely allied with this

committee, and its headquarters are at Holyoake House.

The work of the guild has been recorded from month to month in the

columns of the Co-operative News, the directors of which have kindly placed

at the disposal of the guild space for this purpose

Week-end for Co-opebators.

The sixth Annual Week-end for Co-operators—and especially those

interested in the educational side of the movement—was held in London at

Easter. This gathering continues to meet with much success, and we are
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pleased to record a greater attendance at the last meeting than in any
previous year. We were fortunate in arranging the meetings on the premises

of the Working-men's College, which still retains its close connection with

the co-operative movement, and around which there gather the memories

of past co-operators in the persons of Maurice, Ludlow, Neale, and Hughes.

An attractive programme for the Week-end was arranged, particulars of

which are given in the Appendix ; and thanks are due to the college

authorities, to the sf>eakers, and all who assisted to make this Week-end so

successful.

Educational Meetings at Congress.

(a) SATURDAY.

This year, in place of the usual meeting arranged for the Sunday after-

noon by the Students' Fellowship, we purpose holding a joint meeting with

the Workers' Educational Association on the Saturday, which we hope will

be of benefit to both bodies. The meeting will be presided over by the

chairman of this committee, and the speakers will include Mr. J, Munro, M A.

(E<linburgh), .Mr. R. B. Forrester, M.A. (Aberdeen), Professor Hall, M.A., and

Mr. W. Clayton.

(6) TUESDAY.

As usual, wo have made arrangements to have a special educational

meeting on the Tuesday Evening of Congress, and the address on this

occasion will be given by Mr. Andrew Young, of Edinburgh, who will

speak on " Education for Public Service," and the meeting will be presided

over by Mr. James Deans, president of Congress.

The address given last year by Mr. R. H. Tawney, M.A., entitled

" Education and Social Progress," has been printed in pamphlet form, and

several thousand copies have been distributed by co operative societies.

Annual Trip.

Belgium was fixed upon for the fourth annual trip arranged by this

committee, and special visits were made to Bru.ssels, Waterloo, and Antwerp.

Our numbers wore fewer than in previous years, probably owing to the change

in date. However, thirty-five took part in the trip, and a most enjoyable

week was spent. One of the days was again set apart for co-operative

sight seeing in Brussels, and we were most hospitably received by our

Belgian co-operative friends, being conducted over the " People's House "

—

or the co-operative headquarters—in Brussels, and the various departments

of work and activity explained to us. All friends who took part wore keenly

interested in what they saw, and we are more than over juKtified in our

opinion that such events result in broadening the outlook of the average*

fo operator on matters connected with our international movement.
The International Co-operative Alliance Congress takes place in 1913,

and the committee have therefore decided to organise their trip for this year
to include this event. For the first week the headquarters will be at Glasgow,
to allow the members to attend Congress sittings and take part in the general
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functions connected therewith. For the second week, the party will proceed

to Fort William, in the Highlands, and an interesting progrannne lias been

arranged.

Lantern Department.

Tlie facilities offered by this committee are each year taken adxantage

of to a greater extent, and the committee have taken steps to bring the

department up to date by introducing new features such as the following :

—

(a) " A Co-operative Tour through Europe."

(6) " A Co-partnership Tour through Great Britain."

(c) " Lives of Great Men and Women."
Item (c) has reference to slides which have been prepared to illustrate

the text-book used in connection with our intermediate classes on this

subject, and we are hoping that the demand for this will approach somewhat

that for the slides on " Our Story." In this department we still feel the

lack of funds, as we fully recognise the present tendency for education

through the eyes, and the necessity that co-operators should not be behind

in that respect. Below we give particulars of the applications received at

our central and sectional offices :

—

Applications Slides
Place. received. issued.

Manchester (Central Office) ^1 7,387

Newcastle-on-Tyne (Northern Section) . 16 .... 1,300

London (Southern Section) 50 .... 5,000

Workers' Educational Association.

The development of previous years has been continued, and it is satisfactory

to note that some of the best classes in connection with the Association are held

in connection with co-operative societies, and that this year three classes have

been held in Holyoake House itself. The Association stands much in need of

greater support by co-operative societies, because, in addition to making

provision for adult education where no provision yet exists, it is the only

specialised organisation which seeks to develop our educational system in such

a manner as to render it possible for each child, adolescent and adult, to get

full and complete mental and physical education. The establishment of the

Association in Australia is one of the features of the past year.

Our representative upon the Council of the Association is now Mr. C. E.

Wood.

University Joint Committees.

It is a matter of satisfaction to us that, through the operation of these

Joint Committees, it is possible for us to have representatives of the co-operative

movement as such taking part in the work of the universities. There can be no

better way of strengthening the co-operative movement and of placing its true

mission before people than by seeing that it has opportnnity to take part in the

work of other bodies doing the work which it desires to do, or bodies which it

may influence to do such work. The development of tutorial classes is striking,

and particularly in connection with the co-operative movement. Each year the



Rkport of Cektral Board. 87

beneficent results to be obtained from joint work between university echolars

and workpeople become more apparent. It is clear that, in addition to other

aspects of social reform, the co-oporative movement is being understood more

clearly and accurately by the action of these classes. We are glad to note the

enthusiastic way in which the employes of the Co-operative Wholesale Society

continue to take up the work.

Our representatives on joint committees are as follows :

—

Oxford University ^fr. R. Rowsell.

Manchester University Mr. E. Booth.

Leeds University Mr. C. E. Wood.
London University Miss Madams.

Birmingham University Mr. C. A. W. Saxton.

Durham University Mr. W. R. Rae.

Liverpool University Mrs. Blair.

Bristol University Mr. W. H. BRYA^T.

Nottingham University Mrs. Stein.

Educational Committees' Association.

The past Congress Year has seen the complete representation of

Educational Associations on our Central Education Committee. The
Western Council is the last to join, and is represented by its secretary, Mr.

J. C. Sykes (Cardiff). W'e still recognise the necessity of close connection

with such organisations, and welcome on every occasion their assistance in

furthering the class and other work undertaken throughout the country.

Reports of individual associations will be found elsewhere in these pages,

and attention is drawn to the details of work done by them during the past

year.

Women's Co-operative Guild.

Mrs. A. Blair (Liverpool), secretary, Lancashire Section of the Women's
Co-operative (>uild, has represented the Central Council of the guild on this

conmiitt<»e ; whilst the

Amalgamated Union of Co-opkrative Employees

has liocn represented on the committee by Mr. T. W. Mercer (Heigat^).

This is the first time a representative of the Union of Employes hcM sat on

our C«'ntral Committee, and it is significant that the first appearance of

such representative should coincide with the decision of Congress to remit

to this committee a campaign on behalf of a minimum wage for all co-opera-

tive employes.

Expenditure.

For the fbiancial year 1012, the expenditure of this committee has been

£1 ,482. I r>8. '2d. , and the receipts (not includingsale of publications) £.338. 1 6«. 3d.,

leaving a net expenditure on the funds of the Union of £1,143. 18s. I Id. The
expenditure of the previous year (1911) was £1,008. 14«. 7d., the receipts

£296. 19s. 8d., showing a net expenditure of £711. Us. lid.
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During the past Congress Year no special appeal has been issued to

societies on behalf of the Central Education FundSj as was the case in each

of the previous five years. Seeing that societies generally have accepted

the new conditions respecting contributions to the Union, we are hoping

that it will not be necessary to again resort to this means of obtaining funds

for the work of our committee.

General.

After noting the progress made during the past year, especially the

increased number of students, and after giving due weight to the many
items of encouragement, the committee are conscious of a slight sense of

something akin to disappointment. Co-operators do not seem to

recognise their responsibilities as readily as they accept benefits.

The future of the movement has a stronger claim on them than

they admit. Employes mzist be well trained and imbued with the

naissionary spirit, if co-operation is to weather the storms of the

next decade ; and committees, except in a few instances, are doing very

little either to train or to inspire their employees. Even if it were not a

vital necessity in co-operation, knowledge is the very life-blood of true

democracy. Any really successful movement must be constructive, and how
can one build who does not know how ? It seems a great pity to see such

a splendid possibility of future development handicapped by apathy—
bom of success There may come a day when co-operators, aroused at last,

will be ready to make great sacrifices to overtake forgotten duties ; and this

day will be one of bitterness and sorrow. How much better if societies

would make " to-day," and every " to-day," a day of realised opportunities

and fulfilled responsibilities ! Therefore our appeal is that (1) apprentices

should be taught, whether they are willing or not ; (2) salesmen should be

trained, and promotion given first to the trained ; (3) and the general

membership should be persistently aroused by meetings, lectures,

classes, literature, and co-operative newspapers. Until these are done, and

done heartily, we cannot take comfort in rriere numbers.

W. R. Rae, Chairman.

C. E. Wood, Secretary.

Resolution.
1 hat this Congress

(a) Accepts and approves the report of the Central Education

Committee and urges societies to adopt its " Educational Pro-

gramme," and

(b) Either through their local co-operative education committees or

through their general committees to establish such classes as

are necessary for the training of employees and the development

of true membership in co-operation.

(c) Further, this Congress would urge the Central Education Com-

mittee to press forward the utilisation of Ilolyoake House as a

centre of co-operative instruction and inspiration.
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20. THE JOINT PROPAGANDA COMMITTEE.

HEl'ORT OF THE COMMITTEE. _

The representatives of the Co-operative Union Limited and the Co-oi)erative

Wholesale Society Limited on this committee during the past year have been as

follows :

—

Representing the Co-operative Union : Messrs. D. Bailey (died 11th

January, 1913), J. Butcher (appointed in place of Mr. Bailey),

S. R. Foster, and H. Stuttard.

Representing the Co-operative Wholesale Society : Messrs. T. Hind
(died 26th October, 1912), I. Mort, J. Shillito. T. K. Shotton, and

G. Woodhouse (appointed in place of Mr. Hind).

Mr. Shillito was appointed as chairman for tlie year, and Messrs. T. Brodrick

and A. Whitehead invited to act as joint secretaries.

The committee have to regret the loss of two old colleagues in the persons of

Messrs. D. Bailey and T. Hind. Both gentlemen retained their positions on the

committee until death, and singularly both of them expired very suddenly.

They have always taken a most active and earnest interest in the work of the

committee since its formation and their loss is much to be deplored.

Although the committee are not able to report much in the way of the

formation of new societies, they can show during the year a record of activity in

rendering a.ssistance in districts where co-operation has not yet taken much root.

They have also paid attention to a number of those societies which were estab-

lished under their auspices in the earlier days of the committee, whose progress

has not been so great as could be desired.

The meetings of the committee have been held in Manchester ^t intervals of

about six weeks. The main business transacted has been consideration of the

work done by the organiser (Mr. (Irifliths) and deciding upon the applications

received for his services, which have taken the form more particularly of assisting

societies in temporary difficulties, or forking up new districts with the view to

a branch of an existing society being opened.

The following is a list of the districts and places visited and worked by the

organiser during the year :—Burslcm, Cardiff, Coniston, Craven Arms, Ea.siog-

wold, Holbeach, HoUoway, Ironbridge, Llanbradach, Madeley Market, Malpas,

Milford, Milton, Nethcrfield, North Shields, Oldbuiy, Pockliugton, Soho, South

Ceniey. Stoke, Sunderland and District, Swincshead, Tunstall, Warwick,

Wellington, Ynyshir.

Application from a society for a loan under the Joint Propaganda scheme

has \)een received and an advance granted. This society is at Kasingwold, whert^

the Brandsby Society has had a branch for some years, but owing to the difticulty

of working it as a branch the Brandsby Society decided to give it up. The
members of the society in that district, however, agreed to retain the branch,

and with this end in view formed a now society and took over the premises and
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stock. They were not in a position to raise sufficient capital to successfully

work the society, hence their appeal to this committee.

J. Shillito, Chairman,

T- w °''"'^^':.
I
Joint Secretaries.

A. Whitrhead, I

21. JOINT PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE.

The Parliamentary Committee is at present constituted as follows :

—

Co-operative Union : Messrs. James Deans, F. Rankin, T. Redfearn,

and J. Smith.

Co-operative Wholesale Society : Messrs. T. Tweddell, R. Holt,

H. C. Pingstone, and H. J. A. Wilkins.

Scottish Wholesale Society : Messrs. R. Stewart, J. Pearson, J,

Young, and A. B. Weir.

Messrs. T. Brodrick and A. Whitehead, honorary secretaries.

H. J. May, secretary.

At the first meeting of the committee after Congress Mr, T. Tweddell

was unanimously re-elected chairman for the year.

Ten meetings of the full committee, and nine meetings of the sub-com-

mittee have been held during the year. The sub-committee, which is

representative of all three organisations, has now become a necessary part of

the machinery of the committee, and has been of considerable service in

keeping the movement in close touch with the doings of Parliament and

enabling prompt action to be taken in all matters of urgency arising between

the societies and the Government Departments.

The strenuousness of the labours of Parliament, which has characterised

the past few years, has been well maintained during the period under review,

and that fact alone has called for the constant vigilance of the committee in

watching the progress of legislation and the introduction of measures which

affect our movement on one or other of its many aspects. It is, however, still

a matter of deep regret to the committee that so little advance can be recorded

with respect to those measures which affect the movement most closely. The

predominance of Government Bills, and the consequent side-tracking of private

members' Bills and measures of smaller political importance, has left the

co-operators almost entirely neglected and without any definite addition to

the protective and enabling facilities for which they have so long waited and

to which they have an undoubted right. Every year that passes brings its

own sheaf of obstacles either in the procedure of the House or the pledges of

ministers and members, and it must be a question for the movement itself to

seriously consider whether some other means may not be found of enforcing

their claims upon Parliament,

The most important matters dealt with by the committee are summarised

in the following ))aragraphs :—
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Industrial and Provident Societies (Amendment) Bill.

In our last report to Congress the long drawn out history of this Bill was

brought up to date and showed that the measure had then been before

Congress for over five years and before Parliament for about four years.

The Congress at Portsmouth passed a strong resolution protesting against the

delays which had prevented the Bill from becoming law and asking the

Uovernment to facilitate its progress. The committee also asked the Govern

ment to receive a deputation, and on 27th June, 1912, your representatives

were received at the House of Commons by the Financial Secretary to the

Treasury (Mr. C. F. G. Masterman, M.P.). The deputation consisted of

Mr. T. Tweddell (chairman), Mr. Jas. Deans, and Mr. H. J. May, repre-

senting the Parliamentary Committee; Mr. W. H. Dickinson, M.P., who
has rendered such signal service to co-operators in connection with this Bill

;

Mr. George Barnes, M.P., and Mr. Will Crooks, M.P., who appeared with

the approval of the Parliamentary Labour Party to assist in pressing our

claims upon the Government.

The whole matter was placed before Mr. Masterman very fully by Mr.

W. H. Dickinson, followed by the other members of the deputation, and

especially with reference to the position of the societies under the nomination

sections of the Act as a result of the judgment of the House of Lords in the

Eccles case.

Mr. Masterman, in reply, expressed his full sympathy with the desires of

co-operators, but pleaded the extreme pressure of public business as a full

excuse for the delay in dealing with the Bill. Mr. Dickinson, however,

pressed the Jieed for some definite action on the part of the Government, and

made some pertinent and valuable suggestions as to the possible courses to

follow, to which Mr. Masterman promised to give full consideration and the

help of the Government.

As a result of this interview, it was later on decided to introduce the Bill

in the House of Lords, with the hope of hastening its progress in the

Commons towards the end of the session. On 29th October, Lord Ashby St.

ledgers introduced the Bill on behalf of the Government, and it was read a

first time. Second Reading was accorded on 19th November ; it wa« passed

through Committee and was given a Third Reading on 10th December, having

passed all its stages in the House of Lords without opposition or amendment.
Having secured this degree of progress for the Bill the committee were very

hopeful of getting it through the House of Commons before the end of the

session, but in January Mr. Masterman informed the committee that it was
(|uite impossible to proceed with the Bill that session in face of the very heavy
calls which were being ma<ie upon the time of both ministers and private

members of Parliament. He again expressed his sincere sympathy with its

objects, and promised to give his best attention to pushing the Bill forward in

the new session which was to open in March.

In the meantime, the Private Traders' Associations had discovered that

the Bill had passed the House of Lords without opposition, and they at once
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began their asual campaign of opposition and misrepresentation both of

co-operators and the objects of the Bill. The committee quickly took steps to

meet the opposition in the most effective way possible, and have continued to

reply to the various criticisms where they have deemed it necessary to do so.

The failure of the Government to proceed with the Bill last session makes

it necessary for the whole procedure to be repeated in this session, but it is

anticipated that the passing of the Bill in the House of Lords will make its

progress in that chamber a merely formal matter when it reappears in due

course. The committee has received renewed assurances from the Treasury as

to its reintroduction, and it is expected that by the time this report is con-

sidered by the delegates the Bill will have been reintroduced.

The Sugar Duty.

It is, of course, well known that the efforts put forth, previous to the last

Congress, in favour of the remission of the Sugar Tax met with no success

and that the eagerly anticipated Budget of 1912 failed to give any relief to

the consumers in respect to this article of daily consumption. We have,

however, to remind the delegates that in the autumn of last year the Govern-

ment, yielding to the many strong representations which had been made to

it, decided definitely to " denounce " the Brussels Sugar Convention, and

in September of the present year the British Government will cease to be a

party to that treaty and will be free from all its obligations. This was a

good step forward, and will, no doubt, be fraught with considerable benefit

to both the consumers and producers, as well as bringing our practice more in

accord with our profession of Free Trade principles.

The question of the remission of the Sugar Tax has again occupied the

attention of the committee, and after considering the question from many
standpoints they eventually decided that the best means of dealing with the

matter on this occasion would be by a memorial to the Government. A state-

ment of the case for co-operators was duly prepared and forwarded to the

Prime Minister and the Chancellor of the Exchequer in the following terms :

—

Memorial to His Majesty's Government on the Sugar Tax, from thk

Parliamentary Committee of the Co-operative Congress of Great
Britain and Ireland.

Sir,—The Parliamentary Committee of the Co-operative Congres.s

desires once again to appeal to His Majesty's Government, through you,

to consider the necessity of entirely removing the tax on sugar.

Their appeal is made on behalf of a purely working-class con

stituency, which numbers 2,800,000 shareholding members, representing,

roughly, ten millions of the population of the country, who, through their

own organisations alone, have contributed, approximately, six and a half

millions sterling towards the total yield of the tax since its imposition

in 1901.

We submit that this fact alone gives the co-operative movement an
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undeniable right to have its representations on this question fully con-

sidered by the Government, and to receive that relief which the simple

justice of the case demands.

Down to the present time the tax has yielded not less than fifty-six

millions sterling, and it is a remarkable fact that the working men and

women co-operators have alone contributed one-ninth of the total revenue

from this source. Surely the working classes have, by this time, borne

their full share of the burden of the cost of war which was the only

shadow of justification that the tax ever had.

It is not necessary here to emphasise the fact, which has been

repeatedly and so strongly declared by nearly every member of the

present Government, that the tax bears most hardly upon the poorest

of the population, both as producers and consumers. The Prime

Minister has declared that ''The tax is vicious in principle, burdensome

in its incidence, and unequal in its operation." While the Chancellor of

the Exchequer has said that " It is a tax imposed without any corre-

spondintj benefit at all," and that " It imjxyses a heavy burden upon the

poorest of the poor, and it is necessitated, not by any great national

emergency, but by the extravagance and mismanagement of the (latej

Government." This much, therefore, may be taken for granted, and the

strength of our appeal lies in the fact that we speak solely on behalf of

those " poorest of the poor "—the working-class consumers.

Representations are continually being made on behalf of refiners and

manufacturers, and it has sometimes been hinted, in the official replies,

that the remission of the whole of the tax would not be sufficient to

benefit the consumers.

We do not now stop to point out the ways in which, through the

operations of the markets, &c., the benefits of the remission would bo

increased beyond the actual amount of the tax, but, accepting for the

moment the official estimate, wo say that whatever relief is granted is a

clear advantage to the poorest consuming members of our movement,

who are also the proprietors of their own manufactories.

We cannot forget that for many years one of the principal planks in

the policy of the Liberal party was "a free breakfast table," and yet for

some years now it has ceased to have any apparent effect on the

administration of the Government, while all the articles of daily con

sumption to which it referred are still subject to heavy duties, out of all

proportion to the capacity of the masses of the people to bear thoni :

indeed, the policy itself seems to have disappeared from the regif)n of

practical politics. We would, however, submit that the remission of this

tax would more than justify itself as a practical demonstration of the

advantages of those Free Trade principles on the maintenance of which the

existence of the (jovernment largely depends.

On recent occasions, when the (tovernment has been apprf)ached on

this question, both by our movement and others, it has been suggested
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that the cost of Old-Age Pensions and the Insurance Act prevented the

Government from giving relief in this direction. But this, we submit, is

no answer to our case. First, because the Government reduced the tax

from 4s. 2d. to Is. lOd. per cwt. in the same year that the Old-Age

Pension Act was passed ; second, and more important still, from the

point of view of progressive finance, if it is true that such taxes must be

maintained in order to provide revenue for other social reforms, then the

value of the latter are seriously impaired by such a method.

We would appeal to the Government on the broad principles of

justice in taxation and say that by common consent of its leaders this

tax is unjust and ought to be removed ; that other fields must be found

for raising revenue, and that the problem should be faced on the lines

laid down by the late Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone, when he declared

Ills faith—" that by clearing the path of commerce of vexatious duties

the remaining avenues, the main avenues of revenue, would yield more

bountifully."

We would remind the Government that at the present time the

incidence of the general taxation of the country falls most unequally upon

its citizens, and that, roughly speaking, the taxation of the people is in

inverse ratio to the amount of their individual incomes.

In conclusion, we venture to submit that the time has more than

arrived when the Government should carry out its many promises on this

matter, and should also justify its declared policy of relieving the

burdens of the poorest by freeing their food from unjust taxation.

On behalf of the Committee, yours faithfully,

T. TwEDDELL, Chairman.

H. J. May, Secretary.

This communication was duly acknowledged, but up to the time of writini.';

no further reply has been received, and we can only await the announcements

oi the forthcoming Budget.

National Insurance Act.

The committee has continued to keep in touch with the development

of the administration of the Act. Mr. Tweddell has continued to act as the

representative of the co-operative movement on the Joint Advisory Com-

mittee, and has watched our interests in all the matters which that body has

dealt with. Efforts were made at the beginning of the year to secure

co-operative representation on the Advisory Committees for Scotland and

Wales, but without success, the Advisory Committee in each case giving the

usual formal official expressions of regret at their inability to comply with our

request.

The Railways Bill.

This measure, which has now passed into law, has given the committee a

good deal to consider. Representations were made to the Board of Trade in
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favoar of its amendment. A deputation, consisting of Mr. Tweddell, Mr.

Welsh (Scottish National Co-operative Defence Association), and Mr. H. J.

May, was very courteously received by the President of the Board of Trade

(Mr. Sydney Buxton) on 22nd May last, when the committee's objections to

the Bill were fully stated by Mr. Tweddell. Mr, Buxton expressed his

appreciation of the manner in which the deputation presented their case

against the Bill, and of the importance of the points raised. Some of the

criticisms of the committee were ultimately recognised in the amended form

in which the Bill passed the House of Commons, and although its final form

was not such as to call for unqualified approval the committee feel that their

efforts were not altogether unavailing.

The Shirtmaking Industry and the Trade Boards Act.

The Scottish Council for Women's Trades approached the committee,

through the Scottish Wholesale Society, to ask for their assistance in securing

the application of the Trade Boards Act to the shirtmaking industry. It was

suggested that the excellent work done by the co operative movement in the

shirtworks at Shieldhall and Broughton provided exactly the object lesson

that was required in the possibility of conducting the trade on just and

humane principles, and that the experience of the movement would be the

best support to an application to the Government to schedule shirtmaking as

a sweated industry suitable for the application of the Act.

The committee has given this movement its hearty support, and we have

now the satisfaction to note that the President of the Board of Trade has

recently intimated, in the House of Commons, his intention to extend the

application of the Act to this much sweated industry.

Insurance of Cattle.

Requests have been received from some societies engaged in the

butchering trade for information as to the facilities for the insurance of

buyers of cattle against loss incurred by the condemnation of animals by the

local authorities, which, after slaughtering, have been found to be diseased

and have had to be destroyed. Careful inquiries have elicited the fact that

there is no general scheme of insurance in existence ; that general insurance

companies refuse the risks, and that, while there are local district insurance

associations of farmers and buyers in some parts of the country, on the whole,

the risks are confined to very limited areas.

The committee propose to take the matter a step further and to bring

the whole question before the Board of Agriculture in the hope that some

better provision may be made on the lines of compensation by the Government

for such losses.

Other Matters.

Amongst a variety of other matters which have been dealt with by the

committee is the question of the exclusion of "external students" from the

London University, which has occupied the attention of a Royal Commission
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for many months passed. The committee has, in conjunction with the

Education Committee, made representations to tlie Prime Minister and the

various authorities concerned, and at the time of writing it is hoped that a

deputation will shortly be received by the Prime Minister on the question of

University Endowments, a question which has already been the subject of a

joint memorial from the Education Committee and the Parliamentary

Committee to the Board of Education.

These and many other matters have received the attention of the com-

mittee during the year, and the prospect is that as the time goes by an

increasing variety of subjects, which affect our movement, will be occupying

the attention of Parliament and thus calling for all the vigilance and influence

which the committee is able to give to them in order that the lines of advance

may be kept open.

T. TwEBDKLL, Chairman.

H. J. May, Secretary.

22, JOINT EXHIBITIONS COMMITTEE.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE.

This committee has been constituted as follows :

—

Representing the Co-operative Union : Messrs. J. Davison, W. Gregory,

A. Hainsworth, and J. E. Kilburn.

Representing the Co-operative Wholesale Society: Messrs P. Colcy,

A. Deans, R. Holt, and W. Lander.

Representing the Co-operative Productive Federation : Messrs. T. Adams,

R. Halstead, and A. ^Tann.

It has been found necessary to hold only one meeting of the committee
since last Congress, viz., on Wednesday, 22nd Januarj% 1913, when Mr.

W. Lander was appointed chairman.

The work of the committee has been that of arranging joint exhibitions

in those sections which made application for them, viz., the Northern and
North-Western. Wo give a brief report of each exhibition :

—

(a) The Northern Sectional Exhibition was held in the Town
Hall, Middlesbrough, on tho invitation of the local society, from

27th April to 4th May, 1912. It was a striking success, and was a

distinct advantage to tho local society from the trading point of

view, their sales for the quarter in which tho exhibition was hold

being over £11,000 in advance of the corresponding quarter of last

year. From the demonstration balance sheet submitted to this

committee, it appears that tho total receipts, including the balance

of £147. 8s. 9d. from the previous year, were £479. 12s. fid., whilst
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the expenditure iocurred amounted to £348. 19s. 4d., leaving a

balance in hand of £130. 138. 2d.

(b) The North-Westem Sectional Exhibition was held in the

Drill Hall, Halifax, under the auspices of the local society, from

21st September to the 28th. Notwithstanding that the hall was
rather small for the purpose, a very creditable exhibit of co-operative

productions was msAe, and during the week many thousands of

people attended. Receipts, including balance to begin and sub-

scriptions from societies, amounted to £426. Os. lid. ; expenditure

was £285. 14s. 9d. ; leaving a balance in hand of £140. 6s. 2d.

In connection with both exhibitions, strong local committees were

formed to carry out all the arrangements, and on these this committee had
representatives. We also desire to express our thanks to the exhibiting

societies for the admirable display of their productions.

It is anticipated that exhibitions arranged under the auspices of this

committee will be held in the following sections during the year 1913, viz. :

—

Northern, North-Westem, Southern, and Western.

W. Lander, Chedrman.

T. HoBROCKS, Secretary.

23. JOINT COMMITTEE OF TRADE-UNIONISTS AND

CO-OPERATORS.

REPORT OF THE COMI^IITTEE.

This committee, during the past Congress year, was constituted as

follows :

—

Representing the Co-operative Union : Messrs. J. Davison, J. Lowe.

L. W. Richards, and A. Whitehead.

Representing the Trades Union Congress Parliamentary Committee :

Messrs. C. W. Bowerman, W. J. Davis, J. W. Ogden, and J. A
Seddon.

The committee has met on one occasion only since the last Congress, viz.

.

on 15th November, 1912. This meeting was convened on the request of the

Trades Union Congress Parliamentary Committee to further consider the

award given in the dispute between the carters and the Leeds Industrial

Society, as reported to the Congress at Portsmouth, and amended at a meeting

held in Ix>ndon on 15th May, 1912.

The carters complained at the action of the Leeds Society in taking away
payment for the week's holiday given during the summer, their contention

being that the award was made on the understanding that all conditions

should remain as at the time of the meeting.

Representatives from both parties attended and submitted their views,

the carters contending that payment for summer holidays had been taken
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away because of the award, and the Leeds Society representatives stated

that this had not been taken away on that account, but in a general readjust-

ment of wages and conditions all through the society.

After hearing the statements of both sides, the committee considered the

matter and agreed that when the award was given it was understood that

none of the privileges at that time prevailing should be taken away. Holidays

being one of those privileges, they were of opinion that the society should not

take away payment for. holidays, but should revert to the conditions in force

at the time the award was given, or agree upon an equivalent.

It was reported that the Leeds Society had advanced the wages of the

two-horse carters in their employ, and the joint committee expressed their

appreciation of this action.

We are pleased to report that all the matters in dispute have now been

amicably arranged.

C. W. BowERMAN,
I

Joint

A. Whitehead, ) Secretaries.

24. CO-OPERATIVE DEFENCE COMMITTEE.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE.

The committee has been constituted as follows :

—

Representing the Co-operative Union : Messrs. J. E. Kilburn, J. Lowe,

F. Rankin, and R. Rowsell.

Representing "the Co-operative Wholesale Society : Messrs. T. W. Allen,

G. Hayhurst, W. Hemingway, and T. E. Shotton.

Representing the Co-operative Productive Federation : Mr. R. Halstead.

There has been no occasion to convene a meeting of this committee since last

Congress, as no case of any importance has been brought to the notice of the

Union, nevertheless the committee are quite prepared to take immediate action

should the necessity arise.

The only case of "boycotting" which has been referred for consideration has

been the dismissal of a carter, employed by a private firm, who dismissed him

because his parents were members of a co-operative society and they refused to

withdraw from membership at the request of the employer. The United Board

did not think this of sufficient importance to warrant a meeting being convened,

so decided to make him a small grant from the Defence Fund until another

situation was found for him, this extended for about 12 weeks only.

The methods chiefly adopted by our opponents have been by anonymous

correspondence in the press, and distribution of the usual style of leaflets.

Whenever we have been appealed to by societies we have advised them to ignore

anonymous correspondents, but to undertake some special form of propaganda

and distribution of literature, and whenever this has been done the result has

been quite contrary to that expected by our opponents.
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25. COMMITTEE ON CREDIT TRADING.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE.

The constitution of this committee has been as follows :

—

• Section. Name of Representative.

Midland Mr. F.Rankin.

Northern Mr. J. Smith.

North-Western Mr. J. E. Kilburn.

Scottish Mr. J. Patterson.

Southern Mr, A. Hainsworth.

South-Western Mr. H. Westbury.

Western Mr. L. W. Richards.

Four meetings of the committee have been held, viz., on 22nd June, 21st

September, 23rd November, and 15th March, all being on the same days as the

meetingF of the United Board. At the first meeting Mr. J. Smith was appointed

chairman.

The work of the committee has again been done through the various

Sectional Boards. The credit statistics given by the societies were tabulated

and a copy sent to each section, with a request that they would take action

through the district executives with the view to local conferences being held,

and interviews takicg place with the committees of those societies who are the

worst offenders. We submit brief report from the sections as to their action in

the matter, viz. :

—

Midland.—The question has been dealt with through the district

associations.

Northern.— Have had a special conference, and also had the subject

discussed at some district conferences. Some societies had decided

to adopt abEolutely cash trading, and their sales were down in

consequence thereof.

North' Western.— iilAtter referred to the district executives with the

suggestion that the subject should be discussed at their conference.

Scottish.—The question of credit trading has been before the sectional

and district conferences, and the district executives had frequently

been in communication with the committees of societies where

credit trading was being extensively carried on, and the results

were fairly satisfactory. The board recommended that a strongly-

worded circular should now bo issued by this committee to all

societies.

Souihim.- Recommended the districts to have the subject discussed at

conferences.

South- Westetn.— Subject has been discussed at two sectional conferences

held 28th 8epteml>er and 8th February.

Western.—Had considered the credit statistics, and recommended their

district associations to bring them before their local conferences.
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The suggestion of the Scottish Section to send out a strongly-worded circular

was acted upon, and a circular embodying the views of the committee, and
asking societies to abolish the system of credit trading, or when this was not

possible, to adopt proper methods of regulation, was sent out to societies in

December, together with copies of the pamphlet issued by this committee some
two years ago, entitled " Suggestions for the Limitation and* Control of Credit

Trading." We are not, however, in a position to state whether the circular

has had any effect.

Position of the Committee.

In view of the fact that the work of this committee is practically limited

to making suggestions to the various Sectional Boards as to the action they

should take in order to eliminate, or at least to control credit trading, the

committee feel that the time has arrived when the work should be handed over

entirely to the Sectional Boards, and let them take the initiative in combating

the evils of credit trading. It appears to the committee there is no real

necessity for its existence at present, unless their powers can be enlarged with

the object of enabling them to take direct action with the societies concerned.

They therefore suggest that the committee shall be dispensed with, and the

Sectional Boards instructed to take this subject into their consideration at the

beginning of each congress year,

J. Smith, Chairman.

T. HoRRocKS, Secretary.

Resolution.

That this Congress agrees to abolish the Credit Committee, and

the question of credit trading be relegated to the various Sectional

Boards.

THE CENTRAL BOARD.

26. HONORARY MEMBERS.

The United Board submit the following names of gentlemen who have been

selected by their various Sectional Boards for appointment as honorary members

of the Central Board for the ensuing Congress year. You are asked to approve

their appointment, viz.:

—
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Section. Members.

Midland Messrs. E. L. Griffiths, D. Mc.Innes, S. Redfem,

W. W. Smith, and G. Woodhouse.

Northern Messrs. H. R. Bailey, W. Crooks, and T. Rule.

North-Western Messrs. C. J. Beckett, F. Hardem, and G. Wheelhouse.

Scottish Messrs. J. McMurren and A. Meldrum.

Southern ^lessrs. A, H. D. Acland, E. O. Greening, G. Hines,

and H. H, Vivian.

South-Western Mr. T. Gidley.

Resolution.

That the afore-mentioned be appointed as honorary members of the

Central Board for the ensuing year.

27. DECEASED MEMBER OF THE BOARD.

Since last Congress we have to record the death of a member of the Board

—

Mr. Duncan Bailey (Birmingham), who was at the time of his death a member
of the Midland Sectional Board, on which he had sat continuously since 1874,

being the senior member of the Central Board.

He was called away very suddenly, as he was at the moment on his way to

attend a Conference and public meeting at which he had arranged to speak. He
was a most devoted worker in the cause, having taken an active part since the

early days and was for a time an employe in the movement.

The Sectional Board and the United Board, on behalf of the Union, conveyed

to his relatives sympathy and condolence and an expression of appreciation for

the devoted services he has rendered to the movement.

THE SECTIONS.

28. REPORTS OF THE SECTIONS.

Detailed report of the work done by the sections and district asAociations

will 1)0 found at the end of this rc^wrt. Wo give below «ome of the principal

mattcfH dealt with in these reports for the purpose of briuKing them before your

notice.

(1) iREIJlNn.

(a) Propaganda.—The Propagandist Agent (Mr. R. Fleming) has been fully

occupied during the year breaking up new ground, and as a result one or two

societies have been formed, whilst oflorts are being made to start societies in

several other towns. The Organiser, being a Public Auditor under the Act, has
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been of great assistance to the societies in auditing their books and advising on

financial matters.

(6) Conferences.—Separate conferences for the Northern and Southern

Districts have been arranged, the two for the Northern District being held at

Ballymena and Portadown, and both Southern District Conferences were held

in Dublin. The Annual Conference of Managers and Secretaries took place in

Belfast.

(2) Midland.

(a) Propaganda.— Active propaganda work has been done in various parts

of the section by the Propagandist Agent together with Members of the Board

and representatives from the District Associations, and as a result many new

branches of existing societies have been opened.

(6) Overlapping.— In several cases of overlapping by societies the section has

appealed to the societies concerned, suggesting amalgamation, but up to the

present without success. In one instance an agreement has been come to as to

boundaries.

(c) Conferences.— Sectional conferences have been held at Birmingham,

Grantham, Wellingborough, Rugby, and Derby. At the first three places the

conferences were held concurrently, when the subject for discussion was the

" International Co-operative Alliance." The Rugby conference was in connection

with that society's Jubilee Celebrations, and the subject of " Co-operation and

Multiple Shops " was considered. " The Co-operative Movement and a Minimum
Wage for Co-operative Employes " was under consideration at the conference held

at Derby. All the conferences were well attended.

(d) General.—Reference is made to the death of Mr. D. Bailey, and the

retirement from the Board of Messrs. D. Mc.Innes and S. Redfern, the former

after 26 years' service, 21 of which he acted as secretary.

(3) Northern.

(a) Convalescent Home.—The report shows an increase in the income of the

Home for the year, but a slight reduction of the number of admissions, the

results being considered very satisfactory.

(6) Choral Competition.—The Choral, &c., Competition was held at New-
castle, and was a great success.

(c) New Societies.—Two societies have been formed during the year at

Easingwold (Yorkshire) and Otterburn (Northumberland).

(d) Agricultural Co-operation.— The Sectional Board has kept in touch

with the agricultural movement during the year through its representative on

the sectional branch of the Agricultural Organisation Society.

{e) Sectional Exhibition and Demonstration.—The Annual Demonstration

and Exhibition last year at Middlesbrough was about the most Euccessful

ever held, and has been followed by beneficial results to the local society.

(/) Federated Bakeries.—Negotiations are proceeding for the formation of

a federation of .societies to carry on bakeries ; four societies having agreed to

hand over their bakeries to the federation.
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(g) Ck>nference.—A joint conference of co-operators and trade-unionists

has been held, when Professor Macgregor (Leeds) gave an address on •' Social

Reformation in England," after discussion a resolution was passed instructing

the Sectional Board to invite the executives of trade union organisations to

join them in an attempt to draw up some scheme or plan outlining possible

closer common action.

(4) North-Western.

(a) Progress.—The report gives a statement as to the progress made by the

societies in the section, which shows substantial increases.

(6) Conferences.---Three sectional conferences have been held during the

year—(1) at York, when the subject for consideration was "The International

Co-operative Alliance "
; (2) at Birkenhead, when the paper by Mr. T. W. Mercer,

on "The Co-operative Movement and a Minimum Wage for Co-operative

Employes " was discussed ; and (3) at Keighley, for consideration of the sectional

and district reports.

(c) Future Conferences.—The Board has had under consideration several

complaints as to the time allowed for discussion at sectional conferences, and

decided that in future the time to be allowed each speaker and the duration of

such conferences shall be fixed by the Sectional Board.

(d) Secretaries' Conference.—As usual one conference arranged with the

assistance of the Secretaries' Association has been held, at which the subject for

consideration was '* Nominations as affected by the recent decision of the House
of Lords,"

(e) Joint Meeting.—A joint meeting of the Board and representatives from

the district associations was held, and the subject for discussion was " An
appeal for more concerted action between the Sectional Board and District

Executives."

(/) Boundaries Committee.—A report is given of the work undertaken by

this committee, from which it will be seen that many cases of overlapping have

been referred to them for consideration.

ig) Sectional Demonstration.—The usual Annual Sectional Demonstration

and Exhibition was held at Halifax, in September last—in connection with this

demonstration was the usual contest of choirs, &c., the whole being a great

Bucoess.

{h) Salesmen's Classes.—Centres have been established at nine places in the

section and 182 students enrolled.

(i) Agricultural Organisation.—The Sectional Board, through its representa-

tive on the North Wales Section of the Agricultural Organisation Society, has
kept in touch with this braLch of the co-operative movement.

ij) Amalgamation.—Negotiatio«i8 arc in progress with a view to amalgama-
tion of the societies in Manchester, the report contains particulars of the action

taken up to the present.

{k) Convalescent Homes.— Reference is made to the Convalescent Homes,
showing an increase in the nunilxsr of recommends issued.
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(l) General.— The Board has decided to hold its monthly meetings at

different places in the section. Seven societies have been admitted as members
of the Union during the year. Two new societies have been formed.

(5) Scottish.

(a) Work of the Section.—The varied character of the work done by the

Sectional Executive Committee is dealt with in the report.

(6) Thirteenth Annual Scottish Conference.- This conference was held at

Glasgow, when the reports of the Sectional Board and District Conference

Associations were discussed, and a paper was read by Dr. Karpeles on "Co-opera-

tion in Vienna." The future of Co-operative Educational Work in Scotland was

also dealt with, and resolutions passed on "Co-operative Agriculture" and the
'• Industrial Crisis through which the Country had been passing."

(c) Joint Meeting.—A meeting of the Board with representatives from the

Conference Associations, Scottish Central Committee on Education, and the

Scottish National Co-cperative Defence Association was held, at which a paper

was read on " The Reorganisation of Co-operative Educational Work in

Scotland," after which a resolution was passed embodying the proposal that the

Sectional Board is the proper body to form the Executive for Educational,

Propaganda, and Defensive Work of the Co-operative Movement in Scotland.

This is to be considered at the National Conference to be held on 12th April,

1913.

(d) Conferences.—Two sectional conferences have been held at Glasgow,

when the subjects for consideration were "Agricultural Co-operation" and
" The Minimum Wage for Co-operative Employes."

(e) Propaganda.— It has been decided to appoint, for one year at least, a

Propaganda Agent for the North of Scotland, the Co-operative Union and the

Scottish Co-operative Wholesale Society making a grant to meet the expenses

connected therewith.

(/) Overlapping.—The Board express regret that they rannot report any

improvement in the congestion and overlapping in a number of districts in

Scotland, but they are not relaxing their efforts to minimise the evils.

ig) Amalgamation.—Efforts have been made to accomplish the amalgama-

tion of societies in the Falkirk and Glasgow districts. An amalgamation of the

two societies in Brechin has taken place during the year.

(h) Membership of the Union.—The Board report that all the societies in

Scotland members of the Union have complied with the provisions of the new
rate of contribution to the funds of the Union, and efforts are being made to prevail

upon the smaller societies outside the Union to join.

(i) Defence.—The Scottish National Co-operative Defence Association has

taken an active part in the municipal elections in Scotland, and in promoting

the progress through Parliament of the Amending Bill of the Industrial and

Provident Societies Act.
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(J) International Congress.—The arrangements for the International

Congress are in a forward condition and arrangements being made for the enter-

tainment of the delegates attending.

{k) Co-operative Homes.—The two Convalescent ^omes have had a very

successful year, the financial support and the number of patients being fully

maintained.

(I) Other Organisations.—Included in the report is information respecting

the work of the Scottish Co-operative Veterans' Association, the Scottish

Co-operative Musical Association, Ambulance Association, and the Co-operative

Holidays Association.

(Cj Southern.

(a) General Progress.—Reference is made to the general progress of the

movement in this section, the growth in membership and trade of the societies

in London being especially gratifying.

(6) Conferences.—Four sectional conferences have been held during the

year, three in London and one at Stratford, at which the following subjects were

considered, viz. :—" Co-operative Productive Societies in Foreign Countries,"

" Constructive Co-operation as a Labour Force," " The Development of Co-

operative Effort: some Ways and Means," and "The Aims and Responsibilities

of Co-operative Employes."

(c) Propaganda.—Special propaganda has again been undertaken in connection

with weak societies and in new districts, in some instances by means of a special

canvasser.

(d) Disputes.—The section has taken an important part in bringing about a

settlement of the Bakers' dispute.

(«) District Areas.— A rearrangement of the district areas was fixed three

years ago and has again been receiving attention.

(/, Convalescent Fund.— This fund has had another successful year, and

now 90 societies are joined in membership of the fund. During the year

subscriptions and donations amounted to £844. Hs. 8d., an increase of £185. Os. 3d.

over the previous year.

(7) South-Western.

{a) i'ropaganda.- The district associations wece invittd to suluiiil the

names of places where special propaganda work could l>o undertaken with

succecH. A number of places were suggested, and the Board, in conjunction

with the District Executive, have carried on an active propaganda with satis-

factory results.

(6) Conferences.— Three sectional confeirtices have been held. (1) at

Wellington, when Mr. Rac's Congress paper on "The Co-operative Union and
the Unification of its Forces" was considered. (2) at St. Columb Road, the
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subjects being the " Interaational Co-operative Alliance " and "Credit Trading."

(3) at Newton Abbot, when the same subjects were considered.

(c) District Associations.—Mention is made of the useful work done by the

district associations during the year and the subjects considered at the district

conferences.

(d) New Societies.—New societies have been registered at Wells (Somerset)

and St. Breward (Cornwall).

(8) Western.

(a) Propaganda.—Early in the Congress year a joint meeting with repre-

sentatives of the District Associations and the Sectional Educational Association

was held to fix up a programme of work for the year, and to avoid clashing of

dates. The District Executives have worked very strenuously and held a

number of public meetings.

(6) Progress.—Many societies show great expansions in their work, and

general progress is reported as most satisfactory.

(c) Conferences.—Three conferences have been held at which the following

subjects were considered, viz. :—" Educational Programme," " International Co-

operative Alliance," "Co-operative College," "Some aspects of the Industrial

Unrest from a Co-operative point of view," "The Co-operative Union and the

Unification of its Forces." The attendance at all the conferences was good.

{d) Overlapping.—This vexed question is troubling the Sectional Board, and

regrets are expressed at the termination of the efforts to put an end to over-

lapping in several districts ; in another portion of the section, however, a case

remitted to the Board has been satisfactorily settled.

'.e) Choral Festival.—The annual Choral Festival was held last year at

Newport, and proved the most successful yet held.

29. TRANSFER OF SOCIETIES.

The Windermere Co-operative Society has made application to be transferred

from the Northern to the North-Western Section. The King's Lynn Working
Men's Co-operative Society has also made application to be transferred from the

Midland to the Southern Section. The approval of Congress is required before

the transfers can be made.

Resolution.

That the applications of the Windermere Co-operative Society Limited
to be transferred from the Northern to the North-Western Section,

and the King's Lynn Co-operative Society from the Midland to the

Southern Section, be agreed to.
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FINANCES OF THE UNION

30. RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURE.

The usual summary is giveu below, showing the principal items of expendi-

ture of the funds of the Co-operative Union during the year 1912 as compared

with 1911.

Details of the expenditure appear in the balance sheet at the end of the

report.

Receipts.
1911.

£
Sabscriptions and Donations 10924 8

Sale of Publications 2622 8

Advertising 81 17

Dividend and Interest received 10

„ „ „ credited 824

Balance of Bank Interest, Dividend, and Commission 65 6

Postage repaid by North-Westem Bection 12 9

Rent of Rooms— Holyoake House
Rebate of Rates

£18990 6 7

Expenditure.

1911.

£ 8. d.

Congress 899 10

United Board and Office Committee 286 12 9

Joint Parliamentary Committee 189 6 1

Education Committee 711 14 11

Joint Propaganda Committee 146 1

Joint Exhibitions Committee 67 8 10

Joint Committee of Trade-unionists and

Co-operators 12 9 1

Committee on Credit 2 4 6

Minimum Wage SulMsommittM
Rise in Prices Committee
Irish Propagandist Agent*' Expenses 216 6 11

Conferences and Meetings attended on

behalf of United Board 21C 7 R

Foreign Congresses and International

Alliance 170 4 7

SabeoriplionB and Grant* 496 6

LagalAdTloe i'.»6 14 1

Preparation of Text Books 146

General Printing 6Sa 11 8

PrinUng-Publication*. Ac 1908 16 9

Central Office Bxpenaea 8171 4 11

LawCaeo* .... 400

Gray Memorial

1912.

£ 8.

18452 17

1500 19

28 2

27 18

187 4

76 19 10

6 16

17 6

£15297 7

1912.

£ 8. d.

586 16

271 8 8

167 6 6

1113 8 1

185 4 6

82 8 1

46 8 4

6 8 10

80 16 10

40 12 8

218 9 8

218 7 4

t4« 18 «

Ml
ssa 7

OfO 14 2

laoe 16 11

8171 2 11

716 8

100
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Sectional Expenses :—

Ireland

Midland

Northern

North-Western ,

Scottish

Southern ,

South-Western.

.

Western

Balance of Income over Expenditure

1911. 1912.

£ s. d. £ 8. d.

72 8 5 48 1

452 14 8 416 2 11

677 3 10 ... 662 19 2

887 8 9 . . . 1030 16 10

826 4 921 2 2

965 2 . . . 1066 14 2

297 2 2 345 17 5

273 15 2 ... 241 19 1

4451 13 6 4733 11 10

13944 16 1 14381 2

10 6 915 18 7

in399a 6 7 £1529 7

31. CONTRIBUTIONS FROM SOCIETIES.

There is an increase of £2,528. 14s. in the income of the Union from

contributions as compared with the previous year ; to which must be added the

sum of £405. 8s. lOd., received during 1913 in payment of arrears for 1912,

making a total increase of £2,934. 2s. lOd. This is accounted for by the alteration

in the rate of payment under the new rules, which makes provision for ii

uniform basis of contribution by distributive societies of l^d. per member per

annum.

The result is very gratifying to the members of the Board, who wish to place

on record their appreciation of the acceptance by societies generally of the

changed condition ; we may say only one society has withdrawn from member-

ship as a result of the alteration.

The following is a summary of the contributions received from the societies

in the various sections, and I'lso the amount of income received from publications

advertisements, dividends, and interest :

—

1910.

£ s. d.

Subscriptions from Sections :

—

Ireland 60 14 5

Midland 1,258 10 3

Northern 1,481 15 2

North-Western 4,194 9 9

Scottish 1,621

Southern 1,393 2 1

South-Western 439 14 1

Western 438 12 3

1911.

£ 8. d.

(U 15

1-,310 17

1,403 13

4,229 2

1,039 3

1,421 14

418 1

439 15

10,877 18 6 10,924 3 6

1912.

£ s. d.

80 4 2

1,711 8 4

1,592 17 10

5,413 18 8

2,047 19 2

1,689 17 1

496 7 9

420 4 6

13,452 17 6
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Other Receipts—

Publications, Adver-

tising, Dividends,

Interest, &c 1,892 18 1 . . 3,066 3 1 1,844 3 1

£12,770 16 7 £13,990 6 7 £15,297 7

32. INVESTED FUNDS.

The Union has invested its surplus funds in the undermentioned societies

£ 8. d.

English Co-operative Wholesale Society—Shares.. 1,290

„ „ „ „ Loans . . 364 10 5

Scottish Co-operative Wholesale Society—Shares.. 663 3 5

Co-operative Insurance Society—Shares 100

Co-operative Printing Society—Shares 50

Co-operative Newspaper Society—Shares 50

„ „ „ Loans 64 7 9

Kinning Park Society- Shares and Loans 19 5 11

Manchester and Salford Society—Shares 4 6 9

£2,605 14 3

33. NEW CENTRAL PREMISES.

The New Central Offices of the Co-operative Union have been in use for over

twelve months and have proved of very great convenience for successfully

carrying on the increased work of the Union. The lecture hall and committee-

rooms have been fully occupied during the winter months, fortnightly lectures

having been arranged, nine classes have been held each week, in addition to the

bi-monthly meeting of the junior circle ; and during the summer months a most

nuccessful class for women has been carried on.

It is very probable that the Education Committee will in the near future

confiderably increase these classes as opportunity offers.

The rooms have been found very convenient for a number of our trade union

friends, who regularly hold their meetings on the premises, and one and all have

expressed their appreciation of their adaptability for such meetings. This

convenience will ultimately have beneficial result, as it is bringing closer together

the two movements, and shows to them our willingness to work in harmony with

them.

The period allowed societies in which to pay up their subscriptions, viz., six

years, will elapse by the end of June next, and we are pleased to report that

out of the 792 societies nearly all have carried out their promise to subucribe at

the rate of 3d. per member* one or two through adverse circumstances have been

unable to carry out their guarantee.
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A full report of the receipts and expenditure on account of the New Central

Premises will be found in the accounts at the end of this report, and it is

intended as soon as the fund is completed to give a detailed statement of

subscriptions received and expenditure incurred.

PUBLICATIONS.

34. NEW PUBLICATIONS.

Publications have been issued as follows :

—

(a) Reports.

•' Report of the Portsmouth Congress," 1 vol., 650 pages.

(b) Books.

"Co-operative Educational Programme," 5,000 copies.

(c) Pamphlets.
•' Inaugural Address at Portsmouth Congress," by Mr. W. Openshaw, of

London.

"The Co-operative Union and the Unification of its forces," by Mr. W. R.

Rae, 10,000 copies.

"The Shops Act. 1912, in its relation to Co-operative Societies," by Mr. Hy.

Harwood, M.A., 5,000 copies.

"Three National Reforms," (Prize Essay) by Mr. S. B. Eraser (Edinburgh),

3,000 copies.

"Education and Social Progress," by Mr. R. H. Tawney, M.A., 10,000 copies.

" The International Co-operative Alliance," by Mr. D. Mc.Innes, 5,000 copies.

" The National Co-operative Men's Guild," by Mr.W.H.Watkins, 6,000 copies.

" The Co-operative Men's Guild," by Mr. Jno. Smith (Eastwood), 3,000 copies.

GENERAL MATTERS.

35. MINIMUM WAGE.
(See Appendix VII., page 190).

REPORT.
When this question was handed over to the Central Education Com-

mittee by Congress of last year, the committee felt that there was scarcely

sufficient information available as to the attitude taken by societies to the

minimum wage to enable them to commence a campaign of- any usefulness

whatever
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The information at the disposal of the Women's Guild and the

Amalgamated Union of Co-operative Employ^ was readily forthcoming,

but had been received from such a small percentage of the societies members
of the Union that it was felt to be absolutely necessary to make a further

and more exhaustive inquiry. A special sub-committee was appointed and

instructed to draft and issue a circular containing a series of questions, the

answers to which we expected would be helpful. A copy of such circular is

given in Appendix, page 136.

REPORT OF SUB-COMMITTEE.

Considering that the advisability of a minimum wage for co-operative

employes has been before Congress on five occasions, and on three of these,

with practical unanimity, was approved, your sub-committee expected a

more general reply to the circular of questions than was received. It seems

difficult to believe that the societies which have sent no reply to the circular

were not on any of these occasions represented at Congress, and therefore

it would seem we have justifiable rectson of complaint at the fact that only

50 per cent of the societies have given any information at all. At the same
time it is gratifying to note the improvement on four years ago, when only

196 replies were received

When the replies received were carefully gone through, the committee

were face to face with a great difficulty. It had been thought possible to

publish either full information or at any rate a '* white " list giving detailed

information re such societies as do pay the scale ; but the difference in

circumstances, the misunderstanding of the questions, and the multiplication

of explanatory notes that would be required to make any list^perfectly fair,

have brought your committee to the conclusion that a general analysis is

all that can be wisely printed, and that any criticism on such should be very

general indeed.

We append the analysis now referred to :

—

8«ctioii.

Midland

Northern

North-Westem

Scottish . . ..

Southern

SoQth-Westem
Western

Ireland

No. of
BooietiM in

Co-op. Union.

No. Paying
Full Scale
M. AF.

Paying
Male Scale

only.

186

185

894

204

179

71

77

l(i

Not
Paying
Scale.

41 14 80

.. 16 .. 22 . 87 ..

.. 109 .. 16 . . 82 ..

.. 40 10 . 66 ..

86 8 . 86 ..

8 1 26 *.

.. 26 4 10 ..

1 . 6 ..

ToUl
Replies.

86

75

206

106

75

29

40

6

1262 '272 •69 281

Theee nfnras refer to 9,A10 female and tijlfn male employes.
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The figures are difficult to deal with, owing to the fact that some of

the questions have been unintentionally replied to in a way which is mis-

leading ; but thej', and a perusal of the notes which accompanied them
on many of the circulars, lead us to think that we are justified in offering

certain suggestions.

I.

There are certain outstanding difficulties in the way which might first

be referred to, and which perhaps may be overcome more easily than the

societies that mention them seem to think, and to be of less import than they

appear. They cluster round one main point and a group of lesser ones.

The main point is the influence on the " dividend," societies alleging that to

pay scale will cost from one penny in the pound upwards. One wonders

how the trade union members of such societies would reply if their employers

had advanced a similar excuse for non-compliance with a demand for the

payment of the trade union rate. One large society pleads inability to

adopt scale because it would affect nearly one-half of its employes, and
cost over £2,400 annually, which means that these employes are being paid

on the average almost 4s. per week less than the scale. (Surely there must
be an error somewhere in this reply.)

The lesser excuses are more numerous :

—

(a) Some prefer their own scale, because wages are low in the locality.

A curious argument for reformers to advance. Can it be co-opera-

tive, because the locality is underpaid to continue to underpay
;

or are the employes to suffer because of geographical position ?

(6) " We do not pay scale, but we are better than our neighbours."

This would appear to point to a fear of the competition of neigh-

bouring traders, and could probably be met by an appeal to the

moral side of co-operation among the members of the societies

concerned.

(c) " The committee prefer merit," and " we pay on service rather than

on age," both of which could be forgiven if the results were as

fortunate to the employ6s as that of scale paying.

(d) The difficulty of paying an older girl's wage for a younger girl's

work—which is a difficulty, and a real one. Perhaps a conference

with the district council of the Amalgamated Union of Co-operative

Employes would bring out helpful suggestions.

(e) A few societies shelter themselves behind what is called " The district

or local rate," a rate which was not formed by or for co-operators,

and therefore not binding on the committees of societies belonging

to e movement whose aim is betterment of conditions.

II.

The suggestions, based on a careful review of the whole of the replies

received, which we venture to offer, are as follows :

—

(1) This matter of the minimum wage closely touches the business|^side

of the movement, and as conditions of labour vary so seriously in
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different peirts of the country, it might be advisable for the United

Board, through the sections, to have special conferences, at which

employes or their representatives should be present, to suggest such

rearrangement of the scale as may be found to be absolutely

necessary.

(2) Congress might recommend that wherever there exists a District

Rate arrived at by mutual agreement with the Amalgamated Union
of Co-operative Employes for employes under twenty-one years of

age, this Rate should be adopted by societies in the district, and
executives of district associations might be instructed by the United

Board to work for its adoption and incorporate the results of their

work in their annual district reports

(3) The difference in the case of productive employes should as far as

possible be got over by conferences between societies employing

productive eraploy6s and the trade unions concerned.

(4) The Central Education Committee should be empowered to prepare

and provide for circulation such literature on the question of a

minimum wage as they consider to be helpful.

(5) Immediate steps should be taken to link up the avenues of

co-operative employment, through the adoption of carefully conceived

forms of apprenticeship, as set forth by the Central Education

Committee in its Educational Programme. The committee feel that

many difficulties at present existing would be removed by the

culoption of regular stages of promotion in co-operative employ,

ment, and that the difficult problem of boy labour and its proper

remuneration will be solved only when committees knowingly train

young people for a permanent place in the movement. They
therefore reconmiend that special rates should be fixed for apprentices

as distinct from young persons, and that a conscious effort should

be made to eliminate entirely casual boy and girl labour within

the movement.

(6) The Women's Co-operative Guild should be very cordially thanked

for their assiduous and successful wurk in the past on the general

question of a minimum wage, and invited to continue to assist both

the United Board and the Central Education Committee in the

work of the future

Mrs. Blair,

J. LucA8» Minimum Wage
T. W. Mkrcbb, Sub-committee.

W. R. Ra«.

C. E. Wood, Secretary.

This committee has carried on an active propaganda during the past

year in support of the principle of the minimum we^o, and numerous woU-
attended conferences have been held. It is, however, plainly evident that

10
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much educational work has yet to be done. The time has, we think, arrived

when a systematic effort should bo made throughout the whole movement

to bring this question prominently before the rank and file of our member-

ship. Expediency and principle alike suggest that co-operators should be

taught to regard the payment of a living wage to all co-operative employes

as a fundamental principle of the movement, and to cheerfully make the

sacrifices a minimum standard of wages may occasionally entail. We
therefore recommend that thic committee should be empowered to continue

such educational propaganda along the lines hitherto pursued until the

minimum wage is not only approved in principle, but adopted in practice

throughout the whole movement.

This committee fully realises the grave difficulties in the way of fixing

a minimum wage for co-operative employes much in excess of the rate

generally prevailing in the larger industrial world without the movement.

They therefore fully endorse the resolution of the Preston and Newport

Congresses, that the movement should embrace every opportunity of

pressing upon Parliament and the Government the case for a national

minimum wage. As a practical step in this direction, they recommend that

the movement should now actively co-operate in the present agitation in

favour of a national minimum, and also take independent action as a move-

ment to bring the question prominently before Parliament.

(Signed)

The Central Education Committee.

36. OVERLAPPING.

BROMLEY AND WOOLWICH re OVERLAPPING.

A full report of this case was submitted to last Congress and after discussion

the following resolution was carried, viz. :

—

That in adopting the report of the United Board re the overlapping of

the Bromley Society by the Woolwich Society at Catford, this

Congress records its deep regret that no effort yet made has been

successful in arriving at a satisfactory solution of the difficulty, and

urges upon the societies the necessity of adjusting their differences

at the earliest possible moment, and failing this, should submit

their case to arbitration. Such arbitration to be put into operation

within six calendar months from the passing of this resolution,

should the societies have failed to come to an amicable agreement

in the meantime. The Board of Arbitration shall be composed of

three members, of whom two shall be mutually agreed upon by the

societies, and these two shall choose a third person to act as

chairman of the Board. The arbitrator's award shall, upon being

announced, be forthwith carried into effect, and a report thereon

presented at the next Congress.





Thk Late Mu. J. C. Gkay, J.P.



The Memorial.
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Immediately after the Congress the foregoing resolution was conveyed to

each society concerned, and the matter taken into consideration at a series of

conferences of the two committees, with the result that a mutually satisfactory

understanding was arrived at and an agreement in accordance therewith duly

completed.

37. MEMORIAL TO MR. J. C. GRAY.

(See Appendix VIII., page 192.)

It was decided by the delegates attending the Portsmouth Congress, that in

order to perpetuate the memory of the late General Secretary of the Co-operative

Union (Mr. J.C.Gray):—

(1) A memorial should be erected over his grave at Hebden Bridge.

(2) That a bust should be prepared and placed in the entrance hall

of Holyoake House.

(3) That an enlarged photograph should be prepared for the

Board-room.

(4) That reproductions of Mr. Gray's photograph should be

prepared for sale to societies.

(5) That the expense of the above be met from the funds of the

Union.

This resolution has been carried out: (1) the monument over the grave in

the Baptist Cemetery, at Hebden Bridge, was entrusted to Messrs. J. and H.

Patteson of Manchester, by whom the monument was designed and erected. A
photograph of this is given on the opposite page and following we give a description

of the monument. A report of the unveiling ceremony which was performed by

Mr. James Deans, on 18th January, 1913, will be found in the Appendix.

Description of thb Monument.

The monument is of Gothic spiral design and looki exceedingly graceful

owing to the beauty of its proportions.

It is executed in selected Sicilian marble, resting on a plain splayed base

3ft. 6in. square, the monument rises to a height of 14ft.

The die or body of monument is panelled on the four sides, at the angles of

which are formed columns with moulded bases and richly carved capitals,

supporting the pediment from which springs the spire or upper portion of the

monument. The four sides of the pediment being finished with carved finial

ornaments and the lower portion or sub-base having richly carved swags of laurel

leaf and ribbon.

The spire which is octagonal on plan is panelled on all faces with sunk

moulded panels, the lines of which continuing up the angles of the spire,

diminishing to lancet points under the base of the perforated Gothic cross finial

with which the monument is surmounted adds considerably to the pleasing and
graceful efFect of the whole design.
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(2) The bust is being prepared by the well-known Manchester sculptor

(^Ir. J. Cassidy) ; the plaster cast which has been approved by the committee is

an excellent representation of ^Ir. Gray. It is expected that the work will be

completed at an early date.

(3) An enlargement of his photograph has been undertaken by Messrs.

Elliott and Fry Limited of London, and hung in the Board-room.

(4) Five hundred photogravures were prepared by the same firm from the

same negative and over three hundred and fifty copies have been sold to societies.

38. AGRICULTURAL CO-OPERATION AND ITS RELATION TO

DISTRIBUTIVE CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETIES.

(Sec Appendix IX., page 197.)

The joint conference committee brought into existence by the Newcastle

Congress, and which was at last Congress appointed to act for another year as

then constituted, has during the year held two meetings full particulars of which

are given in the Appendix.

The committee also invited the expert buyers of the various bodies and

representatives from the agricultural section of the movement to meet in order

to discuss the question of the possibilities and the difficulties in the way of inter-

trading. This meeting took place in Holyoake House, on Wednesday, 12th March,

1913, a report of which will be found in the Appendix.

At the second meeting held on 2nd April, 1913, the question of dividing

the conference into sub-committees of the various sections of the United

Kingdom was under consideration, when it was decided to ask Congress to allow

the conference to remain in existence for another year ; and if this is agreed t0i

that a meeting of the whole of the parties to the conference be convened at an

early date, with the view of considering the best means of more successfully

bringing the two movements together, in order to create a better understanding

and increase the facilities for inter-trading.

Resolution.

That this Congress agrees to the request of the United Board to allow

the Conference Committee to remain in existence for another year.

39. RISE IN PRICES OF COMMODITIES.

The following resolution was adopted, without discussion, by the Portsmouth
Congress, viz. :

—
That this Congress, recognising that the recent rise in prices unaccom-

panied by a proportionate rise in wages tends to foster the growth

of the Multible Shop System to the detriment of the future growth

of Co-operation, decides to give authority to the Co-operative Union

to appoint a Committee of Inquiry to investigate the causes

favourable to the Multiple System, and the steps that ought to be

adopted by the Co-operative Movement to enable it to expand

without interruption.
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In accordance therewith, the United Board, at its meeting held on 22nd

June, 1912, appointed a sub -committee, consisting of Messrs. W. Gregory, W.
Millerchip, L. W. Richards, and J. Smith, to inquire into the matter embraced

by the resolutions and prepare a report to be submitted to Congress. At its

first meeting the sub-committee, recognising that the matter required very

exhaustive investigation, drew up the following terms of reference, viz. :

—

1. Inquire into the causes for the rise in prices of commodities

of life, being unaccompanied by a pro'portionate increase in wages.

2. To what extent does this rise affect the co-operative movement
as compared with its effect on the multiple shop system ?

3. What steps ought the co-operative movement to take in order

to stay the continuing rise in prices and bring itself into a more

favourable position to meet the opposition of the multiple shop system ?

4. If the advance in prices is attributable to the great combina-

tions of capital, what course can the movement adopt to counteract

the same?

In the opinion of the sub-committee these four heads embraced the whole

question, and they thought that by pursuing their inquiries with a view to

seeking satisfactory answers to these questions, a report would be presented In

accordance with the spirit of the Congress resolution.

At the outset it was realised that the question was probably the most

important ever submitted to Congress, affecting, as it does, the whole economic

life of the working classes. It was, therefore, necessary to obtain information,

not only from the published works of authorities on the subject, but also from

those who are engaged by our movement as experts to study prices and who
are daily engaged in the purchase and distribution of the commodities of life.

Our thanks are due to those who so willingly gave of their time and ability

to prepa/e and submit evidence to the sub-committee, which has enabled them

to arrive at a decision upon what, to say the least, is a very difficult and

complex subject. We wish to express our indebtedness to Mrs. Sidney Webb,
Messrs. T. Goodwin, J. Mastin, L. Wilson, and A. W. Lobb for the valuable

assistance rendered.

There can, of course, be no doubt that prices have advanced, not only in

this country, but throughout the whole civilised world. We are more
particularly interested, of course, in our own country, and here, from 1896 to

1911, prices advanced 24 per cent. There is a diversity of opinion among the

experts as to the cause of these high prices, but we are satisfied from the

investigations made that there are a number of contributory factors. The
most frequent and immediate cause of a change in price is some variation in

supply and demand. Prices will, of course, rise when the supply falls off in

relation to the demand, whether by a decline in quantity or a growing demand.
But this does not altogether account for the gradual upward trend nf prices

during the last decade. Fluctuation may affect the price of a particular

commodity in any particular year, but that does not account for the steady

increase of average prices. It is obvious that some more general cause is at work.



118 Report of Central Board.

The statement has been repeatedly made that the increased gold supply tends

to increase prices, and not only gold, but increase in currency generally. This,

no doubt, has an effect on prices, but from our inquiries we find that this is

only one of many causes, and that there is a tendency to put on to gold

production a larger share of responsibility for increase in prices than the facts

really warrant. There are certain things which tend to increase prices, and

other things tend to depress prices, and the difference between the two

represents the actual increase in the price of commodities. As regards those

things which tend to increase prices

—

1. Increased consumption.

2. Increased wages, which, of course, react on prices.

3. Increase in gold and credit in excess of a corresponding

increase in the volume of trade.

On the other hand, amongst those things which tend to depress prices we
have

—

1. The increase of transport facilities.

2. Labour-saving machinery developments.

3. Advance of science in manufacturing and producing.

4. Increase in volume of trade over increase of gold and credit.

5. Development of new countries and consequent absorption of

gold.

In regard to the last named, it will be obvious that in the present period,

when much capital and labour is being thus expended, the full results of the

enormous productive energy applied takes longer to realise ; temporarily,

therefore, the effect of depressing prices will not be seen.

Prices are, to some extent, affected by currency changes, and it is

significant that there have been three great changes in currency of world-wide

influence which coincide with three great price movements : 1851 to 1873,

prices rise, Californian and Australian gold discoveries ; 1873 to 1896, prices

fall from 1873 onwards, Germany and other countries demonetised silver

;

1896 to 1912, prices rise, enormous South African gold output.

The following figures in regard to the amount of gold in monetary use,

that is for currency purposes, will, no doubt, be interesting :—In 1896 the

amount of gold in monetary use in the world was estimated as being

£1,000,000,000 ; in 1910 it was estimated to be £1,610,000,000 ; therefore, in

15 years, there has been an increase of £610,000,000, or 61 per cent.

Sauerbeck gives the index number of prices in the United Kingdom in 1896

as 61, and in 1910 as 78, showing a rise of 17 in 15 years, or 28 per cent

increase in prices—in America and some other countries the increase has

been greater—but gold in the same period has risen 61 per cent, therefore the

increase in prices is not proportionate to the increase in gold, which

demonstrates that other factors have also to be taken into account. Gold

production has, it will be seen, enormously increased, but we must remember,

as against that increase, the fact that gold has become more widely

used. For instance, soon after the Franco-German war Germany adopted the
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gold basis. In 1873-4 America and the Latin Union demonetised silver ; in

1879 America resumed payment of notes in gold ; in 1893 Indian mints were

closed to silver ; in 1899 the Boer war decreased the output of gold. China,

Japan, South America, and Egypt have within recent years very largely

increased their stock of gold.

A consideration of the foregoing facts and circumstances will show that

the difference in the genuine prices of commodities between two given dates

represents the net result of numerous causes, some tending to depress and some

to increase prices, that gold and credit form one of these causes, but as to their

exact importance it cannot be definitely stated.

The advance of civilisation, and the adoption of Western standards of

ideas and methods of living in the East, have helped to create an abnormal

demand for many of the necessaries of life, thus, wliile crops have been

abundant, the demand has been such as to enable the producers to obtain

greatly increased prices. It is well known to those who are engaged in our

export trade that larger quantities of cotton and other goods are being

exported to these countries, and they are developing and extending their own
methods of production. The higher standard of life adopted by our own
people has greatly increased the demand, not only for absolute necessities,

but for what were formerly considered to be luxuries, and no expert knowledge

is needed to demonstrate this, for we must all realise the great changes which

have taken place in the habits and life of the workers of our country during

the last few years. Countries such as America, from whom we formerly

obtained large supplies, are now, oWing to their increased population and

their increased home consumption, sending us less of their produce each year

;

in fact, the quantity of hog products exported from America is about half

what it was 25 years ago, and but for the fact that Denmark has come to our

relief the price of bacon would be such that it would be a luxury only avail-

able for the rich.

Another cause of increased prices is the development of Trusts and

Syndicates, and the frequent attempts to hold up and control the sources from

which our supplies are obtained. Although it is impossible for trusts to

develop in this country to the same extent as in those countries where they

are helped by high tariff walls, yet few people realise the extent to which

they have grown here ; cotton, coal, iron and steel, wallpaper, and other

industries are being greatly affected by their influence at the present time.

The danger is not fully realised by the people or there would be no granting

of large tracts of territory, over which we have control, a monopoly for

exploitation to any company, trust, or syndicate by whatever name it may be

called. The recent decisions, however, given in the High Courts of America
may have a tendency to check this evil, which is certainly a menace to the

workers of the whole civilised world.

In our opinion, another cause is the restricted pace in the production of

Roods by reason of the energy thus required being devoted to purposes which
are not productive. For instance, a larger number of people are employed in
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the distribution or sale of goods than in their production. Then, note the

large amount of money spent in advertising, which is, of course, added to the

cost of the goods.
.
Under present conditions of trade this may be necessary,

but there is an enormous waste involved.

Having made it perfectly clear that the cost of living has advanced, how
is it that wages have not increased in proportion to such advance? There

seems to be but one answer : Want of efficient organisation. The worker

must be made to realise that he is also the consumer, and that the interests of

the two are common ; as it is, the capitalist stands in the centre and the

producer and consumer on either side, distinct from and indeed antagonistic

to each other. Under this regime, when the producer or worker obtains an

increase in wages, the capitalist immediately puts up the price to the

consumer, which is the worker in another capacity, so that far from reaping

any benefit from increased wages, the spending power of the wages being

decreased, he is in no better position, perhaps worse, as the amount put on

the price of the commodity will be comparatively more than the increase in

wages, rather than less. It follows, therefore, that the worker must combine

as consumer also, and get into his own hands the control of production and all

the sources of supply before he can hope to obtain a fair share of the wealth

he helps to produce.

Having dealt with the general question, we come to the more local one »«

to the effect of the rise in prices on the co-operative movement as compared
with its effect on the multiple shop system.

There are, of course, various types of multiple shops. There is the one

which deals in one or two commodities and makes a speciality of these. The
enormous quantities they can buy at a time, and the fact that they are also

producers, enables them, perhaps, to sell that particular commodity cheaper

than a co-operative society could do. We are speaking of the commodity
only, leaving out the question of quality. But it is the other type of multiple

shop with which we are perhaps more concerned, viz., the one which, like

co-operative societies, deals in commodities in general use, and does not

specialise in any particular one. First of all, it must be borne in mind that

the first object these shops have in view is to make a certain percentage for

the shareholders, say, 6 or 7 per cent after paying working expenses. When
they have provided a margin for this they can sell, and it frequently

happens that they do sell, several articles at cost price in order to attract

customers, while the profit is made on articles which are either packed or

produced by the company itself. If the price of any particular commodity is

increased they put on the 6 or 7 per cent, and that is all. With a co-operative

society, however, it is different. It has to make from 3J to 5 per cent interest

on share capital ; then, in the case of a society paying 3s. in the pound

dividend, this has to be provided for in addition, so that, in order to maintain

the dividend, from 18 to 20 per cent must be put on an article when the price

of that article is increased. Hence the increase in price charged to the

consumer by the co-operative society must be higher than that charged by the
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multiple shop, but, then, there is the dividend to take into account. The
necessity, however, of having to charge a little higher in order to make this

dividend no doubt drives a great many of the poorer classes to the multiple

shops who would otherwise deal at the co-operative store. The question of

high or low dividend has been discussed on several occasions, but it is one

which, in our opinion, will have a great bearing on the matter if we are to

compete successfully with the multiple shop. We do not fear competition of

any kind which is honest and legitimate, and we are satisfied that where

normal conditions exist, and dividends of not more than 10 per cent are paid,

and with efficient management and control, we can and dp successfully

compete even with Che multiple shops.

We certainly do not think the co-operative movement exercises the control

over the sources of supply that it ought to, and we have tried to find the

reason why. We have come to the conclusion that the first cause is " want

of loyalty to its own institutions."

First, the loyalty of members to their societies. A large percentage of

the members do not purchase one-half their requirements at their store.

According to the latest returns there are 2,760,531 members of societies,

mostly heads of families. The total sales of distributive societies, including

trade with non-members, was in 1911, £74,802,469, an average of 10s. per

member per week. This is certainly not as high as it might be, and it is

evident that members are not buying all their requirements from the store.

Then, take the purchases of the distributive societies themselves from the

Co-operative Wholesale Societies and from the productive side of the move-

ment. The sales of the English Co-operative Wholesale Society in 1911 were

£27,892,990; the Scottish Co-operative Wholesale Society, £7,851,079; the

Productive Societies, £3,292,066, which, together, total £39,036,135. Taking

an average dividend of Ss. in the pound, or 15 per cent ; working expenses,

la. 6d. (average), or 7^ per cent ; and 5 per cent interest on share capital

;

total, 27^ per cent, which must be added to the first cost, viz., £10,734,937,

or less working expenses, £7,807,227, this makes a total retail trade of

£49,771,072 from co-operative sources, with a net profit to societies of

£7,807.227. There still remains a trade of £25,031,397 unaccounted for, and

seeing that the net profit of the total trade of the retail societies is

£11,693,920 the calculations are about right.

From this it would appear that the retail societies purchase not more

than 66-54 per cent of their requirements from co-operative sources, and we
maintain that if loyalty (1) of the member to the store, and (2) of the store

to its own institutions, were practised to a greater extent, the co-operative

movement would, owing to its greater purchasing power, have more control

over the price of commodities and the sources of supply than it has at present.

Of course, it is quite understood that the productive side of the movement »«

out of all proportion to the distributive side, and great strides would have to

be made in production to cope with the demand, but' where there is a demand
for an article it can be produced, and if the demand is there the supplying of
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it is only a matter of time. Have we forgotten the enormous influence

exercised in the recent Soap Combine, and how at the request of societies the

Co-operative Wholesale Society developed enormously its output? But has

the loyalty promised been given ?

When we take into consideration the small amount we produce as

compared with distribution one is almost ashamed at the progress made. It

must be realised that if we are to work out our own salvation we must own
and control production and the sources of supply. Therefore our Congress

should be directed to obtain the best and quickest methods of extending and

developing this phase of the movement and thus retain for ourselves the

enormous amount of money now going into other channels as the profits of

production. The co-operative movement, through its Parliamentary Com-
mittee, and its other agencies, should endeavour to obtain legislation fixing

a minimum wage in all industries, and thus place our competitors on the same

level with ourselves, and remove one of the chief causes of our inability to

compete with those industries, where low-sweated wages are paid, in the outside

competitive world.

It may be said we have advocated nothing new, which is quite true, but

we are satisfied that if the suggestions made are enthusiastically taken up by

the Sectional Boards, and loyally supported by the local leaders of our move-

ment, the rank and file will follow the lead given, and our Wholesale

Societies, which are so splendidly equipped for doing the trade, with the

loyal efficient experts we possess, will rise to the occasion and develop in any

direction we choose, if the societies will display that loyalty which will ensure

success. All other forms of production must be encouraged, and then we may
speedily realise that we are, as a movement, exercising our fullest possible

influence in preventing our members, and the workers generally, being

exploited by having to pay inflated prices for their commodities and thus

being fleeced of any advantage they may gain by advanced wages and

improved conditions of employment.

40. CO OPERATION WITH OTHER FORCES.

As a result of the remarks made by Mr. W. Maxwell, at the Congress last

year, and subsequent correspondence in the co-operative press, in which the

opinion was expressed that the time had arrived when the various forces making

for the social betterment of the people shall come into close touch with one

another, and in which it was suggested that as a means to this end a conference

between co-operators and trade-unionists should be arranged, was considered by

the TJnited Board, when it was decided to submit the matter to the various

Sectional Boards for their consideration and suggestions.

These suggestions were then discussed by the United Board and ultimately

it was agreed that a joint conference should be arranged with representatives

from the Trades Union Congress Parliamentary Committee, the Labour Party,

and the United Board of the Co-operative Union, and that six representatives

from each party should form the conference.
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All parties being agreeable to this, a conference was held in the Board Boom
of the Co-operative Union, Holyoake House, Manchester, on 8th February, 1913,

when the following gentlemen attended, representing:—The Trades Union Con-

gress Parliamentary Committee : Messrs. M. Arrandale, C. W. Bowerman, M.P.

W.J. Davis, W. Mullin, J. W. Ogden, and J. A. Seddon; The Labour Party:

Messrs. W. C. Anderson, J. R. Clynes, M.P., T. Fox, A. Henderson, M.P., G. H.

Roberts, M.P., and W. C. Robinson; The Co-operative Union: Messra J.

Davison, J. Deans, W. Gregory, F. Rankin, L. W. Richards, and R. Rowsell.

Mr. Jas. Deans was appointed chairman, and expressed the views of the United

Board as to the extent to which the conference could be expected to proceed,

making it quite clear that what was desired was a discussion on the question in

a free and easy manner ; that it was distinctly understood that the conference

should be of a non-committal character ; and that any finding must be taken

back to the various constituencies for consideration and decision.

The following items were remitted for discussion, viz. :

—

( 1

)

How best can the forces of the Co-operative Movement, the Trade

Union and Labour Movements, be utilised to raise the economic

status of the people.

(2) Can the capital of the Trade Union Movement be invested in the

Co-operative Movement to greater advantage to the workers, giving

all reasonable security and at the same time gradually placing in

the hands of the workers to a much greater extent the control of

the sources of supply, production, and distribution.

(3) How far can the organisations named render assistance to eiich

other in their propaganda and educational work.

(4) Can a practical scheme be devised whereby the Co-operative Move-

ment may be able to render greater assistance to the labour forces

in time of industrial disputes.

An excellent discussion took place in which practically all the representfttives

took part, and ultimately the following resolution was carried unanimously :

—

That this joint conference of representatives of the Co-operative Union,

the Trades Union Congress Parliamentary Committee, and the

National Labour Party is of opinion that, in order to assist in the

promotion of the social and economic conditions of the people, it

is advisable that there should be closer mutual effort—educational

and practical - between the three sections represented at the

conference. Further, that this conference be adjourned to enable

the three sections represented to formulate proposals for submission

to the next conference, and eventually to the oonstituent bodies

of the parties represented.

It was alHo agreed that the conference ihould resume its deliberations on
80th May, and if necessary on the following morning, meantime there should

be an exchange of the proposals of each section of the conference so that they

may be considered by each before meeting.
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Rbsolution.

The following reBolution has been sent in by the Cambridge Society and

one similarly worded by the Manchester and Salford Equitable Co-operative

Society :

—

That this Congress endorse the efforts now being made by the Co-opera-

tive Union and other bodies, to secure a closer union between the

forces of organised labour and the co-operative movement, believing

that it is only by combined and persistent effort in this direction

that advantages gained by organisation and sacrifice can be

permanently secured to the members, and the future interests of

the wage earner adequately safeguarded.

41. PIONEERS OF ROCHDALE.

The committee of the Rochdale Equitable Pioneers' Society requested the

United Board to receive at its meeting on 12th March, 1913, a deputation from

that society in order to lay before them the question of a national appeal to

co-operative societies for funds to place in Rochdale, the home of the original

pioneers of the moveme'nt, some form of memorial which would be a means of

perpetuating their memory, to put in decent condition and maintain the graves

of the 28 pioneers or as many of such as may be located.

They pointed out that the co-operative movement was not only of national

but international importance, therefore it was not asking too much of societies

to raise a fund for the purpose in view ; many leaders of the movement had been

recognised by certain forms of memorials, so we ought certainly not to overlook

those men who first originated and brought into existence the present form of

co-operation.

The United Board sympathetically considered this and appointed a small

sub-committee to work in conjunction with the Rochdale Society, to inquire into

the matter so that the question could be considered by the Congress. No doubt

by the time Congress takes place this committee will be in a position to submit

some form of recommendation.

LEGAL MATTERS,

42. COPYRIGHT RULES OF THE UNION.

Some three or four years ago the attention of the Union was called to the

fact that a society in Ireland had adopted and registered a code of rules which

were an infringement of the copyright rules of the Union. Action was im-

mediately taken by the Union, both the society and the printer of the rules
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being oommunicated with, pointing out the infringement and calling upon them

to acknowledge our copyright. The latter at once acknowledged liability and

came to terms, the spciety however declined to acknowledge any responsibility

and questioned our claim to the copyright. The Co-operative Union therefore

had no alternative but to enter an action against the society to protect its

copyright.

This was delayed for some time so as to give tlie society an opportunity of

coming to an arrangement, but no settlement was offered. The case was

eventually heard before the blaster of the Rolls in the Dublin Courts on 24th

and *25th July, 1912, when, after a lengthy hearing, judgment was given in favour

of the Union against the Kilmore, Aughrim, and Killucan Dairy Society Limited,

as follows :—" that the book of rules published by the defendants in the state-

ment of claim is an infringement of the copyright of the plaintiffs in the book of

rules entitled 'Rules of the A B Productive Scciety.' The defendants must pay

the plaintiffs' costs."

It will be seen, therefore, that the Union has established by law its claim to

the copyright of the Model General Rules, and we trust that no further necessity

will arise for similar action to be taken.

UNIVERSITY EDUCATION.

43. THE SCHOLARSHIPS AT ORIEL COLLEGE.

The nexfe examination for one of the scholarships founded by the co-

operative movement at Oriel College, Oxford, as memorials of the late Judge

Hughes and Kdward Vansittart Neale, should in the ordinary course take

place during 1914, but this examination will have to he postponed, as the income

from the investment realises only £80 per annum and the value of the scholar

ship is £100, therefore in order to make up the the deficiency tho scholarships

must remain vacant for one year.

The present Hughes scholar is Mr. A. W. Facer, and the Ncale scholar, elected

last vear. is Mr. O. C. Elliogton.

BENEVOLENT FUNDS.

44. THE BLANDFORD MEMORIAL
The subscription to this fund at Portsmouth Congress amounted to

£89. ]6e. Gd., to this amount must he added £0. 6h. collected at tho P.8.A.

meeting on Whit Sunday, making a total of £8<). 'is. Cd. Of this amount £20

was devoted to the award of travelling scholarships in connection with the
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examination of the Educational Department. These scholarships v^ere awarded

to Mr. A. Oldroyd (Heckmondwike) and Mr. S. B. Fraser (Edinburgh).

The sum of £68. 16s. Id. was used for the purpose of p^irchasing an operating

table for the Royal Portsmouth Hospital. The presentation of the table was

made by the President of the Congress (Mr. W. Openshaw) on Thursday, 9th

January, 1913, our deputation was received by several representatives of the

Hospital, and the chairman of the committee conveyed the hearty thanks of his

Board for the handsome gift.

CONNECTION WITH OTHER BODIES.

45. FOREIGN CONGRESSES.

(See Appendix X., page 213.)

The Foreign Congresses have been attended by representatives of the

Co-operative Union. Their reports will be found in the Appendix :

—

Place. Date. Representative.

Austria (Gratz) June Messrs. R. R. Chappell and

A. Whitehead.

Belgium (Jolimont) September Mr. H. Archer.

Denmark (Odense) June Mr. H. Westbury.

Finland (Uleaborg) June Mr. J. Butcher.

France (Tours) December Messrs. J. Deans, H. J. May,

and A. Whitehead.

Germany (Berlin) June Mr. J. E. Kilburn.

Netherland (Rotterdam) . . October Mr. T. Horrocks.

Norway (Frederikshald) . . June Mr. A. Purdie.

Sweden (Upsala) June Mr. B. Williams.

Switzerland (Interlaken).. June Mr. W. Clayton.

46. THE TRADES UNION CONGRESS.

(See Appendix XI., page 234.)

The Trades Union Congress was held at Newport (Mon.), on 2nd September,

1912, and following days. Mr. W. Bryant (Western Section) attended as the

representative of the Co-operative Union and has made a report^ which is

submitted in the Appendix.
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47. THE NATIONAL UNION OF TEACHERS.

(See Appendix XII., page 235.)

The Annual Conference of the National Union of Teachers took place during

Easter week, 1913, at Weston-super-Mare. The Co-operative Union was

represented by Mr. R. R. Prynne of the South-Western Section, whose report

appears in the Appendix.

48. THE WOMEN'S GUILDS.

(See Appendix XIII., pages 236 to 250.)

The usual summary of the reports sent in by the women's guilds in

England, Scotland, and Ireland is submitted in tBe Appendix. The Co-operative

Union made the following grants to the respective guilds, viz. :—English, £300;

Scottish, £100; Irish, £15. A statement of the receipts and expenditure appears

in their reports.

49. THE INTERNATIONAL CO-OPERATIVE ALLIANCE.

(See Appendix XIV., pages 251 to 253.)

The Co-operative Union has kept in close touch with the International

Co-operative Alliance through its representatives on the Central Committee

—

Messrs. Deans, Mc.Innes, and Whitehead. A meeting of the Central Committee

was held at Copenhagen (Denmark), on 9th and 10th August, 1912, when the

general business was transacted. The meeting was attended by your representa-

tives, also by Mr. W, Maxwell, representing the Scottish Wholesale Society, and

by Mr. Aneurin Williams the remaining British representative.

The Ninth International Congress will this year bo held in Glasgow, on 25th

to 28th August inclusive, at which it is expected a large number of British

co-operators will be present as well as a good representation from other

countries.

The work of the International Alliance is increasing rapidly, its effect being

felt all the world over, as is evidenced by the communications arriving at the

London Office daily.

In the Appendix will bo found a statement showing the financial position of

the Alliance and also the number of countries which are now affiliated to it.

CONGRESS.

SO. CONGRESS REGULATIONS.

The following regulations for the guidance of Congress Reception Committees
to Gongreas Finances have been adopted, viz. :

—
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(1) The sum of £1,000 from the funds of the Co-operative Union will be

placed at the disposal of the Reception Committee, but this can only be used in

payment of expenses incurred in accordance with these regulations.

(2) It is expected that the local society entertaining Congress will make a

substantial grant, and that the sum of £150 will be received from the English

Co-operative Wholesale Society ; and when the Congress is held in Scotland, a

similar donation may be expected from the Scottish Wholesale Society.

(3) The Co-operative Union will act as treasurer of the fund, to whom all

donations should be sent, and will pay all accounts, which should be forwarded

by the Central Office as received by the local secretary after being duly

examined.

(4) Expenses incurred on account of the following may be charged to the

grant made by the Union, viz. :

—

(a) Hire of the necessary rooms for sittings of Congress, inquiry office,

writing room, public meetings, exhibition, and luncheon rooms.

(b) Exhibition: Fitting up and decorating exhibition
;
general lighting;

police, fireman, and all necessary labour.

(c) Inquiry Office : Fitting up with necessary tables, &c.

{d) Luncheons : Supplying luncheon to the delegates on the three days

of Congress. (Should not exceed 2s. per head.)

(e) Music: Band for Exhibition; music for public meetings, Inter-

national Session, Educational Session, and Sunday service.

if) Printing: Posters, guide book, handbook, handbills, stationery, &c.,

for writing room, and bill posting.

(g) Doorkeepers for Congress hall.

(5) It is understood that expenses of representatives on the Reception or

Sub-committees will be paid by the societies appointing them ; but the expenses

of any representative appointed by the committee to undertake special work

may be charged against the Reception Fund.

(6) Expenses incurred on behalf of the following must be defrayed from

funds outside the grant made by the Co-operative Union, viz. :

—

(a) Congress Excursion.

(b) Entertainment of delegates, except luncheon on the three days of

Congress.

(c) Central Board luncheon.

(7) If it is found when the Congress is over that the funds mentioned above

are insufficient, the Sectional Board will be expected to make an appeal in the

section to clear off the deficit.

(8) The first meeting of the Reception Committee shall be convened by the

board of the section in which the Congress is to be held, and shall consist of

representatives from the following :

—

(a) Sectional Board.

(6) Local society.

(c) Co-operative Wholesale Society (four), and when in Scotland, Scottish

Co-operative Wholesale Society (four).
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(d) Women's Co-operative Guild (two).

(«) Co-operative Productive Federation (one).

The committee, constituted as above, shall have power, if thought necessary,

to invite representatives from other societies in the section in which Congress is

held.

51. THE CONGRESS OF 1914.

We have received applications for the Congress of 1914 from Belfast and

Dublin societies.

We appointed a deputation consisting of Messrs. T. Horrocks (Assistant

Secretary) and R. Fleming to visit the places with a view to ascertaining the

available accommodation, the following is their report :

—

(1) Belfast.

The Ulster Halls, in which it is recommended that Congress might be held, ace

spacious and well-appointed. The main hall has a seating accommodation of

—

area, 1,000 ; gallery, 400 ; platform, 400. There are two minor halls, with seating

capacity of 350 and 300 respectively, which would be available for inquiry room,

writing room, and committee purposes, and there is excellent cloak room

accommodation.

In the vicinity there are other large halls (including the local society's own)

suitable for luncheons, public meetings, &c.

There is no one hall sufficiently large to accommodate the exhibition. It is

suggested, however, by the Belfast Society that, if divided into three sections, the

exhibition might be housed in the Wellington Halls (Y.M.C.A.), where the main

hall (80 feet by 60 feet), gymnasium (78 feet by 60 feet), and the minor hall (70

feet by 30 feet) might be available for the purpose.

The city is well provided with hotel and private lodging accommodation.

(2) Dublin.

The principal public ball available for Congress sittings is the Rotunda,

which is circular in shape, well-furnishtd, and well-lighted. It has a seating

capacity of—aiea, 1,000; gallery, 300; platform, 300. There are two large

minor balls which would suit for luncheon purpoFes, and two small halls which

would serve for inquiry office, correspondence and committee rooms.

As the Rotunda is used as a picture-house it may not he available for

evening meetings, in which case it is recommended that recourse b« had to

the Round Room at the Mansion Houfso, which is provided with seating

accommodation for— area, 1,000; gallery, 300: platform, 300. The Round
Room would also be available, as an alternative to the Rotunda, for Congretis

sittings.

There are two halls available for the exhibition, l)0th very spacious and

well-lighted, viz. :—(l) The Royal Dublin Society's Central Hall at Ballsbridge,

which is the principal show place of the city, and which is provided with a

railway siding, and (2) The Rotunda Skating Rink which adjoins the Rotunda

Halls, and with which it is connected by private ehtranco.

The city has excellent hotel and private lodging facilities.

n "
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OBITUARY.

52. DECEASED CO-OPERATORS.

The following is a list of co-operators who have died since last Congress,

notice of whose death has appeared in the Co-operative Journals :

—

1912.

Page. Page

Ashforth, T. H., Corbridge 114U Hume, A. 0., Norwood .. 985

Ashley, C, Kettering 1378 Huntington, J. F., Bristol . . 679

Bardsley, A., Manchester 1525 Husband, A. C, Belfast .. 1015

Barker, J., Clayton (Yorks.) 391 Jackson, — ., Streatham .. 1608

Bateman, Mrs., Long Eaton 1060 Kershaw, A. W., Halifax .. 1139

Blackburn, B., Batley Carr 1217 Mackenzie, J., Newcastle-on-T> ne 1625

Boyes, R., Birkenshaw 383 Maffi, A., Italy .. 391

Broadbent, J., Huddersfield.. ..537, 541 McDonald, L, Dumbarton ..900
Broadberry, C, Grantham 809 Mew, Mrs. G. H., Enfield Highway 1466

|

Burden, R., Chipping Norton 1075 Morrell, A., Mossley .. 1069

Cliff, A. A., Wellingborough 1238 Morrissey, Mrs. M, A., Toxteth .. 1474

Crowther, G., Birkenhead 969, 972 Moses, C, Luddenden .... .. 1066

Crowther, T., Bradford 1621, 1643 Powell, Mrs., Handsworth .. 1376

Dale, G., Halifax 1023 Price, F., Leicester .. 563

Dicks, J., Salisbury 1643 Proctor, T., Newcastle .. 1372

Dixon, R., Wallsend 1425 Radestock, M., Germany .. 65

Elmes, T., Brighton 448 Ridyard, J., Failsworth ... 16

Scholes, Mrs., Oldham
02, 1621

Fairbrother, Mrs. J., Long Eaton 1060 .. 1154

Fields, J. W., Colne 1530 Scott, A. E , Dublin .. 1105

Fox, A., Leigh 909 Sheard, J., Batley .. 1516

Grice, C, Jarrow 780 Smith, C, Walker .. 1520

Grundy, F., Manchester 1028 Talbot, W. M., Batley . . 1530, 1547, 1553
|

Hainsworth, B., Queensbury 1498 Taylor, A., Hartlepools .. 1055

Harwood, G., M.P., Bolton 1435 Threapleton, W. J. C, Leeds . .. 1044

Harrison, R., Manchester 1057 Threlfall, T., Longsight .. 1150

Haysom, C, Blaina 1384 Twining, Miss L .. 1314

Hetherington, J., Carlisle 1273 Vickers, F,, Mansfield .. 386

Hill, J., Pendleton 1421, 1426 Warwick, J., North Shields . .

.

.. 1560

Hind, T., Leicester 1366, 1373 Wilkinson, M., Harton .. 1044

Hind, Mrs. T., Leicester 1466 Wilson, J., Faversham .. 1223

Hodgson, J. H., Fylde 952 Winkle, A., Pendleton 793, 836

Hodson, W., Leigh 1616

Holden, J., Middleton 709, 746

Winter T., Crook .. 1067

Wood, Mrs., Melton . . 518
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1913.

Page. Page.

Allott, R.; Gomersall

Bailey, D., Birmingham 67, 7

1(>4

3,89

Rees, J., Ton 203

857Romussi, C, Italy

Blake, W. E.. Newcastle

Burgess. A., Glasgow 262

113

,263

Slater, Mrs., Blavdon 344

344Spittle, ^Irs., Aylesbury

Carr. J., Bolton 348 Taylor, E. T., Lowestoft 464

f:arl, J., Moulton 293 Tucker, ?:., Twerton-on-Avon .... 331

Harrison, T. W., Mytholmroyd .

.

Hawksley, R., Mansfield

203 Uttley, W., Leeds 113 174 1

229 Walker, C. A., Prestwich 21

Holmes, — ., Gilford (Co. Down) .

.

21 Walker, W., Gomersal 164

Johnson, J., Gateshead 385 ,429 Whitehead, W., Radcliffe 60, 79

Kaltofen, E., Saxony 357 Williams, A. H., St. Annes-on-Sea. 33

Mort, S., Eccles 194 Wood. E.. Halifax .11 2,129

The following have appeared in the Scottish Co-operator :
—

1912.

Page. Page.

Whyte, Robert, Leven Reform .

.

319 Barr, John, Glasgow Eastern 1042

M'Laren, L., Kilbarchan 333 Henderson, Mrs. W., Kilbirnie .. 1042

Falconer, S., St. Cuthbert's 345 M'Dougall, A., Vale of Leven .... 1076

Smith, A. Miller, S.C.W.S 368 Martin, John, S.C.W.S 1102

M'Pherson, J., S.C.W.S 425 Archibald, James, Dalmpir 1112

Watson, Robert, S.C.W.S 441 Common, J. S., Edinburgh Print-

M'Geachan, H., Cambuslang .... 441 ing Society 1181

Young, Wm., Troon 466 Murray, Robert, Barrhead 1193

Smith, George, Tranent 525 Glass, Mrs. Andrew, Perth 1197

Ctrrick, Peter, S.C.W.S 646 Taylor, John, S.C.W.S 1216

M'Kenzie, D., Cumbernauld ....

Mun>hy, H., Lanark and S.C.W.S.

549

562

Hall, Mrs., Kilbarchan 1235

XXI.M'Kay, John, Bellshill . . 17- Vol.

M'Kinlay, Francis, Kilbirnie .... 667 Paterson, Mrs., S.C.W. Guild 29

Hempsecd, James, Clydebank. .. 671 Shiels, M., Cowlairs and U.C.B.S. 107

Ewart, George, Penicuik 696 Black, James, Avon bank 113

I^ith, George, Aberdeen 628 Patterson, James, S.C.W.S 152

M'Donald, Isaac, Dumbarton Gibb, Mitchell, Grangemouth..,, 160

Equitable and S.C.W.S 680 Lennox, John, Camelon 160

Clark, James, Hawick
Galloway, James. Dysart

688 Niven, Mrs., Xvonbank 162

786 Burgess, Albert, Co-operative

Narry,JamoH, Hawick.. 848 Insurance Society ao2

HobcrtsoD, Homer, St. George and M'Clure, Alex., Shettlcslon 203

U.C.B.S 881 Sinclair, Wm. H., S.C.W.S 203

M'Culloch, Hang, Dumbarton M'Lean, Archd., Coatbridge 226

Equitable 930 Thorburn, George, Vale of Leven 2C0
Clelland, Robert, Clydebank .... 1020
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PRESENT RULES.

RULE 15.

(c) Delegates from societies members of the Union which
subscribe to its funds not less than the amount required by Rule
10 (2).

Each society entitled to appoint delegates under clause (c)

shall be entitled to send delegates to Congress as under:—Societies

with a membership not exceeding 1,000, one delegate; societies

with a membership exceeding 1,000, one delegate for each 1,000

members or fraction thereof up to 6,000. The maximum number
of delegates which may be appointed to represent any one society

shall not exceed six.

(r/) A society consisting of other societies shall be allowed such

number of delegates as the United Board or Central Board may
authorise.

RULE 18.

Each delegate representative of Conference Association, or

member of the Central Board, shall have one vote, and each society

entitled to send a delegate to Congress shall have one vote for each

1,000 members on which it contributes payment at the rate pre-

scribed in Rule 10, clause (2). The full voting power of a society

under this rule may be exercised by one delegate sent by such

society, if no additional delegates are sent, but if more than one

delegate is appointed (to any number not exceeding six), then the

voting power to which the society is entitled may be distributed

amongst such delegates not exceeding six in number.

RULE 26.

(3) The candidate must be a member of some society, member
of the Union, belonging to the sectional district for which he is

nominated, and resident in the section, and must have been a

member of the society by which he is nominated for the twelve

months previous to his nomination.
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SUGGESTED ALTERATIONS.

RULE 15.

(c) Delegates from societies members of the Union which

subscribe to its funds not less than the amount required by Rule
10 (2).

Each (fifstributive society entitled to appoint delegates under
clause (c) shall be entitled to send delegates to Congress as under :

—
Societies with a membership not exceeding 1,000, one delegate;

societies with a membership exceeding 1,000, one delegate for each

1,000 members or fraction thereof up to 6,000. The maximum
number of delegates which may be appointed to represent any one
society shall not exceed six.

(d) A society consisting of other societies, and societies not

subscribing upon the basis of membership but whose subscriptions

are fired by the United Board in accordance with Rule 10 (J),

shall be allowed such number of delegates as the United Board
or Central Board may authorise.

RULE 18.

Each delegate representative of Conference Association, or

member of the Central Board, shall have one vote, and each
distributive society entitled to send a delegate to Congress shall have
one vote for each 1,000 members on which it contributes payment
at the rate prescribed in Rule 10, clause (2). The United Board
shall decide the number of votes to which societies other than dis-

tributive shall be entitled. The full voting power of a society

under this rule may be exercised by one delegate sent by such
society, if no additional delegates are sent, but if more than one
delegate is appointed (to any number not exceeding six), then the
voting power to which the society is entitled may be distribut^^d

amongst such delegates not exceeding six in number.

RULE 26.

(3) The candidntx* must be a memlxT of some society, incmher
of the Union, belonging to the sectional district for which ho is

nominated, and resident in the section, but need not be a raomber
of the society by which he is nominated.

The following amendment has been sent in by tlie Irish

Executive :
—

(3) The candidate must be a member of some society, member
of the Union, belonging to the .sectional district for which he is
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PRESENT RULES.

B. Votififj Papers—
(6) From the nomination papers sliall be prepared voting

papers, of which one shall be sent to each society, member of the

Union, which has contributed to its funds the sum required by
Rule 10 during the Congress year preceding, and which shall

respectively contain the names of all the candidates nominated for

the sectional district in which the society is situate, arranged in

alphabetical order, and of the society by which he is nominated,

retiring members to be denoted by asterisk, subject to the pro-

visions next following:—
II. The voting paper shall contain the name and the place of

residence of each candidate, and a statement signed by the General
Secretary that the persons whose names are contained therein have
been duly nominated as candidates for the section in which the

paper is to be used, and that it contains the names of all persons

so nominated.

RULE 40.

(1) During the intervals of the meetings of the United Board,
the operations of the Union shall be conducted by a body to be

called the Office Committee, which shall be appointed by and from
the members of the United Board, and shall consist of one member
from each Sectional Board.

RULE 59.

(4) No society can nominate more tliaii one candidate who must
be a member of some society, member of the Union, belonging to

the association for which he is nominated. He must be a member
of the society by which he is nominated. Should any nominated
candidate be a member of more than one society in different

districts, he shall have the choice of the district in which he prefers

to stand election, but no candidate shall go to the poll in more than
one district.
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SUGGESTED ALTERATIONS.

nomiuated, and resident in the section; also he must have been

for twelve months immediately preceding nomination a member
of some society member of the Union, but need not be a member of

the society by which he is nominated.

B. Voting Papers—
(6) From the nomination papers shall be prepared voting

papers, of which one shall be sent to each society, member of the

Union, which has contributed to its funds the sum required by
Rule 10 during the Congress year preceding, and which shall

respectively contain the names of all the candidates nominated for

the sectional district in which the society is situate, arranged in

alphabetical order, retiring members to be denoted by asterisk,

subject to the provisions next following :
—

II. The voting paper shall contain the name and the place of

residence of each candidate, and a statement signed by the General
Secretary that the persons whose names are contained therein have
been duly nominated as candidates for the section in which the

paper is to be used, and that it contains the names of all persons

so nominated. It shall not contain any statement of or reference

to the nominating society.

RULE 40.

(1) During the intervals of the meetings of the United Board,
the operations of the Union shall be conducted by a body to be

called the Office Commitee, which shall be appointed by and from
the members of the United Board, and shall consist of one member
from each Sectional Board, except the North- Western, which shall

appoint two.

RULE 59.

(1) No society can nominate more than one candidate who must
be a member of some society, member of the Union, belonging to

the association for which he is nominated, and resident in the
district, but nted not be a member of the society by which he is

nominated.
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PRESENT RULES.

RULE 60.

(4) No society can nominate more than one district candidate,
who must be a member of the society by which he is nominated,
and must be a member of some society, mem-ber of the Union,
situate in the district for which the nomination is made. Any
person nominated as candidate in more than one electoral district

shall have the choice of the district in which he prefers to go to

the poll; but no candidate shall go to the poll at the same election

in more than one electoral district.
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SUGGESTED ALTE RATIONS.

The following amendment has been sent in by the Irish

Executive :
—

(4) No society can nominate more than one candidate who must
have hetn for twelve months immediately jyreceding nomination a

member of some society member of the Union, belonging to the
association for which he is nominated, and resident in the district

^

but need not be a member of the society by which he is nominated.

RULE 60.

(4) No society can nominate more than one district candidate,

who must be resident in the district, but need not be a member of

the society by which he is nominated, and he must be a member
of some society, member of the Union, situate in the district for

which the nomination is made.

The following amendment has been sent in by the Irish

Executive :
—

(4) No society can nominate more than one district candidate,

who must be resident in the district, but need not be a member of

the society by which he is nominated, and he must have been for
twelve months immediately preceding nomination a member of some
society, member of the Union, situate in the district for which the

nomination is made.
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Societies which havs Failed to Supply Statistics. Ul

Appendix to tbc Report of Central Board.

1.

—

List of Societies which have Failed to Suiply

Particulars for the Statistics of 1912.

Arranged in their Respective Sections.

(See Report 2, page 65.)

IRELAND (8).

Ballinagleragb. Glenanne.

Cahermoyle. Ready.

Drumaness. Shamrock.

Dunraymond. Springfield.

MIDLAND SECTION (29).

Anstey. Pailton.

Avalon Boot and Shoe iRothwell). Pleasley Works.

Blue Lias (Stockton). Quorndon.

Brassington. Radcliffe-on-Trent.

Brington. Sapcote

Brixworth. Southam.

Cheadle (StafTH.). Stratford-on-Avon.

Church Lcnch. Sutton Bonnington.

CoBby. Tibshelf.

Edwinstowe. ,
Tideswell.

Halesowen and Hasbury. W.odnosbury Old.

Harlcstone. Whitchurch.

Ix)Ughborough Working Men's. Woodl)orough.

Markficld. Worcester Hamper and Basket I^Iakers.

Napton

1

NORTHERN SECTION (9).

Northallerton Com Mill. | Btanhope-in-Weardale.
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NORTH-WESTERN SECTION (29). |

AUerton. Foxdale (Isle of Man).

.\ltofts. HoddesdoD.

Bagslate. Linthwaite.

*Brierfield. 1 Millgate.

Blackburn— P^xcelsior. Mytholmroyd.

'Broadbottom. Nelson Self-Help.

Bromborough Pool. Northowram Coal.

Broughton-in-Furness. Port Nant.

Castleford and Allerton. Riccall.

Cawl Terrace. Settle.

*Chirk Green. Settrington.

*Chisworth. Sheffield Trade Union Sheep Shear

Conisbro'. Manufacturing.

Darwen Provident Smallbridge Conservative.

Farnley, *Whitehough.

SCOTTISH SECTION (33).

*Arbroath—West Port. Forth Provident.

Banchory, Freuchie Equitable.

Buckhaven. Gallatown.

Carnoustie Equitable. Greengairs.

Carstairs Junction. Hamilton Baking

Carronhall and Kinnaird. Huntley.

Carronshore Baking. Law^.

Chryston. Lennoxtown.

Crieff. Lerwick.

Edenvale. Millport.

Elgin. Montrose Baking and Grocery.

Falkland. Plains.

Forfar Coal. Rutherglen Victualling and Baking.

„ Free Trade Saving. Scottish Guild of Handicrafts.

„ Northern. Springfield.

West Port. Strathisla.

„ West Town.

SOUTHERN <3ECTI0N (24).

Childe Okeford. Hampton and New Hampton.

Co-operative Institute (London). Hitchin.

Euston. Lavenham.

Forton Coal (Gosport). Mere and District.

Garden City Co-operators. Middleton Stoney.

Gieenwich Bread and Flour. Norwood Gardeners.
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SOUTHERN SECTION—contintud.

Railway Clearing House.

Romsey.

Sharnbrook.

South London General.

Steeple Aston.

Surbiton and Long Ditton.

Terling.

Tiptree.

Tring.

Waltham.

Woodbridge.

Woodworkers (Letchworth).

SOUTH-WESTERN SECTION (3).

Bath.
I

Crewkcrne.

Cwmavon.

Cwmgorse.

Duffryn (Mountain Ash).

Femdale.

*Garndif!aith and Varteg.

WESTERN SECTION (10).

Margam.

Penrhiwcoibcr.

Phoenix-Nantyglo.

Tortworth.

Treorky.

SUMMARY.

Ireland 8

Midland Section 29

Northern Section 2

North-Western Section 29

Scottish Section 33

Southern Section 24

South-Westem Section 2

Western Section 10

Total, 1912 137

„ 1911 118

Incrcasr 19

Sociotios marked * have since sent in their statistical returns, but the

particulars were received too late for inclusion in the statistics.
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II. FARMING.

(See Report 6, page 69.)

N.B.—Societies holding less than ten acres are not included.

(a) By Societies.

Society. County. Owned
I

by
ISociety

Rented.

Capital. Rent.

Result of Year

Proflt. Loss,

Midland Section
Daventry ....

Derby .

.

Desborough
Earls Barton
Enderby ....

Gainsborough
Hucknall Torkard
Ilkeston
Kirkby-in-Aslifild.

Langley Mill and
Aldercar

Leicester

Lincoln
Long Buckby
Long Eaton . .

.

^larket Harboro'..

Nottingham ....

Peterborough
Raunds
Ripley
Shepshed
Tamworth

Northern Section
Ashington Equit.

aBedlington
Birtley

Bishop Auckland
Boldon
Cambois
Chester-le-Street

Cleator Moor
Consett
Cornforth and
Coxhoe

Darlington
Derwent Fir. Mill.

Hartlepools
Haswell

Northamptn
Derby 52
Northamptn 585
Northamptn 36
Leicester

Lincoln
Nottingham
Derby .

.

Nottingham

Nottingham
Leicester .

.

Lincoln .

.

Northamptn
Derby ....

Leicester .

.

Nottingham
Northamptnj 285
Northamptn' 81

Derby
Leicester

Stafford

Northumbld
Northumbld
Durham .

.

Durham .

.

Durham .

.

Durham .

.

Durham .

.

Cumberland
Durham .

.

Durham .

.

Durham .

.

Durham .

.

Durham .

.

Durham . ..

437
5

21

271

30

82

10

200

34

210

18

232
60

525
20
100

84
205
150
19

363
103
95

50

12i
190

63
97

415
50

10
212

36

66
144
17

56

£
100

5189
17000
2404
1180
400

5409

1000

1417
2000

24651
500
2000

17ii4
9391
2150
1094

7990

172
4262
4830
565
1178

1345
475

2038

1769
700 '

1004
17352

250

£
4-

207
612
96
46
20

210

50

56
100
907
16

100

592

'86

300

18

2i5

65

*48

*68

88

400
12

£
42

345
84
680
72
99

115
256
206
59

715
285
120

200
36

209

74
143
674
110

'17

320
93
131

151
220
70
78

£
10

386
12
33

26

44
62

61

419

103

t
819
185
29
34

15

'30

23
134
80

*53

X No separate accounts kept, a Figures for 1911.



Farming. 145

Society. County.

Acreage.

Owned
by

Society

Northern Section
New Brancepeth .

.

Newcastle-on-Tyn.
liyhope&Silksw'th
Seaton Delaval .

.

Sherburn Hill....

Sunderland
Tow Law
West Pelton ....

Nohth-Western S
Barnsley British .

.

Batley
Birkeushaw.. ..

Bhickley
I^lton
Bradford (City of;

Brit;ht8ide and
Carbrook

Burnley
Colnc
Dalton-in-FurnesF
Failsworth .'

Karnworth and
Kearsley I

Hepworth
Iluddersfield

i

Hyde
I

Kirkby-in-Furness
Leeds
Millom :

Nelson
'

Pendleton
Silsden

Skipton
Witinington ....
York
C.W.8., M'chester.

—continued,
Durham .

.

Northumbld
Durham
Northumbld
Durham .

.

Durham .

.

Durham .

.

Durham .

.

ECTION

—

York
York
York
Lancaster..
Lancaster..
York

York
Lancaster .

.

Lancaster .

.

Lancaster.

.

Lancaster .

.

Lancaster .

.

York
York
Chester
Lancaster..
York
Cimiberland
Lancaster .

.

Lancaster.

.

York
York
Chester ....

York
Lancaster...

ScoTTigH Section —
Hannockbum

{
Stirling . . .

.

Dunfi'nnline ....iFifo
Tranent

j Haddington
Walkerburn

j
Poobles . . .

.

SoiTHERw Section —
Banbury Oxford
Herkhamated ....jHerta

122

420
10
33

Rented.

Capital.

7
44
18

72
105

16

40
81
84
41

85

30

214

107
14

16

40*
247

10

9f

12

20
15

137
62
44
78
37
11

63

504
123
40

10109
850

2294
600

17139
376
2476

2732
171

764
4000
1800

3278
9400

4074

937
23

3223
6480
1785
3909
228

3628

100
21317

1344
6892
12718
740

8002
8866

17
114
15

766

t
86

90
7

80
133
72

112
391

146

260
60
137
10

100

5
654

40
195

978
148

Rent.

£
21

lii

356
140

"t

80
172
49
56

57

197
150
81

170
74
25
142

1118
240
82

Result of Tear,

Profit. Loss.

269
297

295

25
102
9
6

t
(6)576

2720
420

S No Mparate acoountH kept, b Before debiting interest on chare capital.

12
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Society.

Southern Section
Chippenham .

Chipping Norton.
Harwich, Dover
court, & Parke
stone

Haverhill
Ipswich
Sawston
Sheerness Econ. .

.

Trowbridge

County.

South-Western S
Plymouth ....

Torquay

Western Section
Cwmbach ....

Total

-continued.
Wilts
Oxford

Essex . . .

.

Suffolk . . .

.

Suffolk

Kent
Kent
Wilts

ECTION-
Devon
Devon

Glamorgan

Acreage

Owned
by

Society

160

297
347

74

261

5288i

Rented

10
40

148

22

42
134
25

80
45

180

58281

Capital.

£

6350

1772

6850
17330

5257

24571
50

550

832799

i
Rent.

5

£ £
28

215 35

20 il5

118 52
693

53
210 136

•• 90

405 226

•• 200

22 150

10290 10-158

Result of Year

Profit. Loss.

t
304

2*12
I

8090

£

37

232

t
1342

656
*

62

7947

X No separate accounts kept. * Took possession December, 1912.

+ Took possession September, 1912.

(b) Farming Societies.

Southern Sectionp-
Assington Suffolk ...

Western Section!—
Coin St. Aldv^ryns; Gloucester

Total

.. 233
£

1890
£
40

£
111

£
146

£

575 3000

40

191 .. 60

•• 808 4890 302 146 60
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III.-A BRIEF ACCOUNT OF THE AGRICULTURAL ORGANISATION

SOCIETY: ITS HISTORY, AIMS, METHOD, AND WORK.

(See Report 7, page 70.)

History.

The society was formed in 1901 by the amalgamation of the British

Agricaltural Organisation Society and the National Agricultural Union.

Nature and Objects.

The society exists for the purposes of advocating the principles of

CO operation amongst agriculturists generally, and giving advice and assistance

in the formation and organisation of properly registered co-operative

agricultural societies in suitable districts in England and Wales.

The society is non-party, it does not trade, and makes no profit. Until

1909 it was supported entirely by voluntary contributions, but in that year a

j;rant from the Small Holdings Account to the society by the Board of

Agriculture for a period of three years from 1st April, 1909, was sanctioned

by the Treasury. This grant is given in consideration of the work being

done to encourage co-operation among the small holders created by the Small

Holdings Act of 1908, and was subject to certain conditions affecting the

management of the society, provision being made for the representation of the

Board of Agriculture on the committee. In 1911 further official recognition

was given the society by the decision of the Development Commissioners to

recommend the Treasury to make an annual substantial grant to the society

for the furtherance of agricultural co-operation, provided a scheme of

reconstruction was carried out on certain lines. The Treasury approved,

and, pending this reconstruction, an interim grant of £3,000 was sanctioned.

The scheme of reconstruction of the Agricultural Organisation Society

above referred to has now been carried through. A new society has been

formed under Section 20 of the Companies (Consolidated) Act, 1908. The
society retains the old title. The memorandum of articles of the new society

sets out the objects and works of the new society, and provides that it shall

be purely a non-trading body. The membership consists of individual

.Hubscribcrs of at least £1 per annum, corporate bodies, and representative

members of non-incorporate bodies. The directors of the society are styled tlu>

(lovernors. The first Governors, who will hold office until Ist April, 1914,

are appointed jointly by the Board of Agriculture and the Development
( 'ommissioners. The following is a complete list of the first Board of

Oovernors :

—

Mr. II. A. Yerburgh, M.P., President of the Society.

The Earl of Shaftesbury, K.P., K.C.V.O., Chairman of the Oovernors.

•Mr. F. D. Acland, MP. .Mr. Philip Burt.

Mr. Charles Bathurst, MP. .Mr. R. J. Cheney.
Mr. S. Bostock. .Mr. H. L. Fairfax Cholmeley.
Mr. VV. Fit7.herbert Brockholes, D.L. Mr. J. C. Corbeit.
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Mr. Rupert Ellis. Lord Strachie.

Mr. H. Jones Davies. The Hon. Edward Strutt.

Mr. Cyprian-Knollys. Mr. A. Whitehead.

Mr. -Duncan Mc.Innes, J. P. Mrs. Roland Wilkiiis.

Mr. George L. Pain. Colonel Robert Williams, M.P.
Mr. Abel H. Smith. Sir James Wilson, K.C.S.I.

Mr. Clement Smith.

Following the holding of the first annual general meeting of the society

after 1st April, 1914, the Board is to consist of 36 Governors chosen as

follows :^
Elective (including the President) 18

Appointed by the Board of Agriculture 12

„ ,, County Councils Association 2

,, ,, Co-operative Union 2

Co opted by the Governors 2

36

Progress of the Society.

"The progress of the work of the Agricultural Organisation Society is best

shown in the statistics of the affiliated agricultural co-operative societies as

given below.

Affiliated Societies.

Year. Number. Membership. Turnover

£
9,4671901 25 517

1902 41 1,094 16,274

1903 72 3,245 38,909

1904 98 4,926 136,677

1905 123 7,439 221,524

1906 137 8,700 375,000

1907 163 10,650 615,523

1908 281 16,350 749,000

1909 321 19,500 860,000

1910 396 24,000 1,053,322

1911 439 31,020 1,331,083

These figures include 201 small holdings land renting societies renting a

total acreage of 10,110 acres, with an approximate membership of 9,300.

These societies are entirely self-supporting and self-governed. They

become affiliated to the parent society by the payment of a small affiliation

fee—twopence per member per annum—which entitles them to many benefits.

The societies have the whole of the knowledge and experience of the central

society at their disposal ; they are advised in matters of policy, they are

helped with their accounts, and generally rendered assistance in the co-

ordination of their work with the movement as a whole.
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How THE Work of the Society is Conducted.

Whenever, by correspondence or otherwise, it is ascertained there is an

interest in agricultural co-operation in a given district, an offer is made to

send down an organiser to* address a meeting with the idea of stimulating

that interest, and, at the same time, of ascertaining what particular form of

co-operative effort would best meet the demands of the district. The following

are some of the principal points dealt with at such meetings :

—

(</) The need for better organisation in agriculture.

{h) The formation and management of agricultural co-operative

societies and credit banks.

(r) The advantages of co-operation in relation to

—

1. The purchase of requirements.

2. The marketing of produce.

3. The acquisition of land for small holdings.

4. The provision of capital through credit societies.

{tl) The establishment and management of egg depots, and milk,

butter, bacon, and cheese factories.

Other forms of work include

—

The publication of the Agricultural Organisation Society Journal.

The issue of leaflets and reports.

The carrying through of the details connected with the registration

of societies.

The assisting of the smaller societies with their books, accounts, and

returns.

The settling of disputes between societies.

The attending of conferences of all kinds whenever there is a chance

of furthering agricultural co-operation thereby.

The summoning of conferences to discuss matters where the principles

of agricultural co-operation can be supplied to the benefit of

agriculture.

How THF Work t.s being Reorganised to meet the Increasing Demands on

THE Service or the Society.

i iif ia[)iil growth of the agricultural organisation movement and the

increasing demand for assistance in developing old societies and forming new
ones has calloil for decentralisation of the society's work. This has been

met by a mheme of branch devolution. In those districts where the move-

ment has taken the greatest hold separate branches of the Agricultural

Organisatitm Society have been formed, with a resident staff of organisers

furnished from the head ofllice, but acting under the guidance of a local

• onitnittee. Kvery effort is made to insure that the local committees shall be

nn representative as possible of agriculture and its allied interest in the

Ux-ality, Representation is given to the affiliated societies, to county councils,

to the agricultural colleges in the area, to the local sections of the Co-operative

Union (distributive), to the railway companies serving the district, as well as
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to the Agricultural Organisation Society committee. There are three of these,

branches at present in being, viz., the Soutliern Counties branch, covering the

counties of Wilts., Dorset, Hants., and the Isle of Wight, with headquarters

at Salisbury; the North-Eastern branch, covering the counties of Northumber-

land, Durham, and Yorks,, with headquarters at York; and the North Wales

branch, covering the six counties of North Wales, with headquarters at

Holyhead. Other branches are under consideration, and it is in contemplation

to form in all from fifteen to twenty branches to cover the whole of England

and Wales. It is expected that the bulk of the general work of organising

and supervising societies will be able to be done through these branches, and

the head office can then concentrate on the work of general policy, the super-

vising of branches, the training of organisers, and the providing of experts

for the more technical branches of co-operation, such as the formation of

co-operative milk depots and bacon factories, the organisation of wool industry

in the interests of the sheep farmer, motor transit, marketing of produce,

the revision of the accounts of affiliated societies, &c.

The Classes affected by the Society's Work.

The Agricultural Organisation Society appeals to all agriculturists, large or

small. To the large farmer it points out that though now, owing to the size

of his business, he may be able to buy oh comparatively good terms, yet that he

must be able to do still better if his orders are bulked with those of maiiy

others similarly placed, and that by combination purchasing is ensured at

wholesale prices, quality guaranteed, and they are not at the mercy of the many
middlemen who stand between them and the manufacturer. In regard to the

disposal of produce, attention is drawn to the savings that could be effected

by combination for sale and transport, the advantages of a co-operative

auction market, and the various ways in which rings and combinations

formed by dealers to the detriment of farmers can be countered by co-

operative efforts.

To the small farmer and the small holder the advantages to be gained by

co-operation are more obvious, the Agricultural Organisation Society points

out to them that by this means alone they can hope to buy and sell on equal

terms with the larger farmers

To the allotment holder it is pointed out that even he can gain in respect

of his purchases of seeds, manures, &c,, by co-operation, and how a large

combination of allotment holders in a district has frequently been the means

of inducing the landlord to grant a reduction of rent in consideration of the

allotment land being let to one society rather than to numerous tenants of

small plots.

Some Special Features of the Societys Work.—The Marketing of Fruit

AND Market Garden Produce.

The home producer is still lamentably behind his competitor from abroad

in his methods of marketing this class of produce, especially does this apply
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to the small market gardener and small holders. This arises from four main

causes—

1. The want of knowledge how to pick, grade, pack, and market

produce to meet the requirements of the markets.

2. Absence of collective marketing arrangements.

3. Want of an outlet of such a nature as to ensure the producer

would" be honestly dealt with and obtain the best returns for his

produce.

4. Want of knowledge where to obtain accurate knowledge regarding

the many markets and the salesmen to whom produce can be

safely consigned.

The Agricultural Organisation Society contends that all these difficulties

can be overcome by co-operative organisation, and it has on its staff a fruit

and market garden expert, whose services are specially directed to this end.

A satisfactory beginning has been made, but the work is of great magnitude,

and there is a big field to cover. A scheme is on foot to organise co-operative

depots in all the principal markets of the kingdom, through which the various

CO operative producing societies can dispose of their produce. In connection

with this scheme it will be possible to have a bureau of information capable of

issuing advice as to needs and requirements of different markets, and to

organise the regular despatch of produce to the different localities in accordance

with the demands.

Agricultural Credit.

It is generally recognised that efforts should be made to develop agri-

cultural credit on co-operative lines, and the need becomes daily greater in

view of the multiplication of small holders. The Agricultural Organisation

Society has assisted in the formation of a number of credit societies on the

Raiffeisin system, which have done good, but many more must be established

before the problem of agricultural credit is solved. The established societies

have been of more service to small holders than to the small farmers. It is

suggested that the latter are averse to the principle of unlimited liability,

which is the essence of the Raiffeisin system. To meet this difficulty an

alternative set of model rules have recently been prepared, providing for

liability limited by share capital.

The extension of credit societies on a large scale necessitates the pro

vision of some means to enable societies to obtain loans for the purpose of

making advances to their members. As a result of some recent negotiations

between the Board of Agriculture and the principal joint stock banks of the

country the latter have expressed themselves as willing to assist the credit

movement and, under certain conditions, to advance money to properly

registered co-operative credit societies on favourable terms. It is hoped that

this arrangement may give a welcome stimulus to the movement.

Daibtino.

Butter production as a co-operative industry, save in isolal* I <iistii(ts,

will never be of much importance, so far as England is concerned. l....iu.so of
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the good outlet there is for whole milk, but the organisation of milk depots,

provided with up-to-date machinery for pasteurising and also with cheese-

making plant, is of the greatest importance. The Agricultural Organisation

Society has been instrumental in the formation of co-operative dairy societies

of this nature. Among the most successful may be mentioned the Croxden

Dairy Association Limited, the Dovedale (Derbyshire) Dairy Society, the

Eastern Counties Dairy Farmers' Co-operative Society, the Wensleydale

(Yorkshire) Pure Milk Society, the Scalford (Leicestershire) Dairy Society,

the Wiltshire Farmers Limited, and the Cheshire Milk Producers' Depots

Limited, Through these societies it has been possible to bring the producer

closer to the consumer, and to regulate supplies and avoid the overflooding of

the market without raising the price to the consumer. The turnover of the

Wiltshire Farmers Limited for the first half of 1912 was £66,000. There is

scope for an almost unlimited extension of effort in this direction. Efforts are

also being made by organisation to bring about an improvement in milk pro-

duction by the means of milk records and improvements in stock.

Eggs and Poultry,

Many societies have been started for the collection, grading, and disposal

of eggs and poultry. Owing to the falling off in the quantity of eggs imported

the present time is particularly opportune for an extension of effort in this

direction. The Framlingham (Suffolk) and District Co-operative Society,

formed by the Agricultural Organisation Society in 1903, sold for its members
in 1911, 3,922,000 eggs at a value of £16,000. Under the joint auspices of the

Agricultural Organisation Society and the National Poultry Organisation

Society, in 1910 an egg and poultry demonstration train toured through parts

of South Wales with most gratifying results. The organisation of this

industry secures better prices for the producer and a more reliable article for

the consumer.

Purchase of Requirements.

Buying retail and selling wholesale is a common practice amongst farmers

generally. Co-operative purchasing societies place wholesale terms at their

members' disposal, and also secure for them guarantee of purity and quality

in the commodities purchased.

The extent to which the farming community has suffered, and is suffering,

owing to the inferior quality of seeds, fertilisers, &c., sold by many of the

private firms dealing in agricultural requirements is almost incalculable.

Both large and small farmers experience this trouble, and in this direction

alone co-operative societies can effect immense savings on behalf of their

members. The figures at the beginning of this article show the extent to

wliich this part of the movement is growing, but there is much need for a

greatly increased number of such associations.

Central Trading Board,

In order to place at the disposal of the co-operative trading societies the

fullest benefits of joint action a central trading board has been created, con-
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sisting of direct representation of the larger trading societies, provision being

made for the grouping of the smaUer societies to obtain indirect representa-

tion. This board will discuss all questions relating to the trading side of the

movement as a whole, and, in addition, will arrange for bulk purchases in'

certain commodities on behalf of the societies represented. It will also act as

a medium for enabling the governors of the Agricultural Organisation Society

to obtain the considered opinion of the trading societies on questions of

organisation affecting that side of the movement.

Small Holdings Societies.

That the success of the small holdings movement depends on co-operation

cannot be questioned. The small holder working on a small acreage must

look for a greater yield per acre than the average farmer. This involves more

intensive cultivation, requiring more capital per acre, and the marketing of

the produce is more complicated. Every saving in the cost of production is of

the utmost importance to this class. Co-operation can help the small holder

through combined purchase of requirements, the co-operative holding of

agricultural implements, teams of horses, &c., cheap credit through credit

societies, and the profitable disposal of produce in bulk through co-operative

depots. The Agricultural Organisation Society has assisted in the formation

of nearly 2(X) small holdings co-operative societies, but there is still much
work to be done before the small holders of the country fully realise the

benefits of co-operative working.

The Wool Industry.

Wool from foreign countries and the Colonies is carefully sorted, graded,

and packed, and then placed on the London Wool Market in large lots of a

given quality where buyers from all over the world compete for its purchase

and the highest prices are realised. Home-grown wool is only sorted to a

limited extent ; it is in many cases badly packed, and is generally sold

through a local dealer or at one of the country wool fairs. It is contended

that if the English sheep farmers would combine and establish co-operative

dep6t8 for wool sorting and packing they could place their wool on the market

at much better advantage and save the profits of the middlemen. The
Agricultural Organisation Society has been investigating the matter, and the

appointment of an expert organiser to deal with the subject is under con

•ideration. It is hoped to tackle the problem on broad lines in the year 1913.

Bacon Factories.

i hu iiuccesfl of the Danish system of co-operative bacon factories has

created on interest in the subject in this country, and a desire to establish

bacon factories owned and managed by British farmers. A co-operative

baoon factory is in process of erection at Hitchin, and the West Sussex

Farmers' Union has approached the Agricultural Organisation Society for

assistance in carrying through a similar scheme for Chichester and the

surrounding district. A society has been registered and the necessary

preliminaries are well under weigh.
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Live Pig Industry.

As an alternative to a bacon factory scheme, which involves considerable

^capital (from £15,000 to £20,000), some of the Agricultural Organisation

Society's affiliated societies have turned their attention to the disposal of their

members' live pigs. The Agricultural Organisation Society has placed the

societies in touch with some of the large distributive co-operative societies in

the Midlands, and, as a result, a steady trade has been built up between the.<<e

two sides of the co-operative movement to the satisfaction of both parties.

The Co-operative Distributive Movement.

It is the aim of the Agricultural Organisation Society to keep its aflfiliated

societies in touch with the distributive co-operative movement wherever any

advantage can be gained thereby. The Co-operative Wholesale Society is a

buyer on a very large scale of agricultural produce for distribution amongst
the co-operative branch stores scattered all over the country, whilst many of

these latter also buy from other sources to a considerable extent. To aid in

bringing these two sides of the co-operative movement in closer relationship,

the Agricultural Organisation Society has on its staff an organiser who has had
extensive experience in the distributive co-operative movement, and who
devotes his attention specially to this work. The friendliest relations exist

between the Co-operative Union (the present body of the distributive move-
ment) and the Agricultural Organisation Society, and interrelations between
the affiliated societies of both bodies are steadily increasing. The Co-operative

Union is represented on the board of governors of the Agricultural

Organisation Society.

Insurance.

In order that the advantages of co-operation in connection with all kinds

of insurance might be at the disposal of agriculturists, the Agricultural

Organisation Society promoted the formation, as a separate body, of the

Agricultural and General Co-operative Insurance Society. This body is

formed on a sound actuarial basis. It undertakes all the usual forms of

insurance business, but the dividend on share capital is confined to 5 per cent;

any additional profits, after making due provision for a reserve fund, are

credited to its clients in the form of a bonus on business done. The society

has been working for four years ; during the first three years the annual bonus
amounted to 25 per cent, and in 1911 to 35 per cent. In addition, the

Agricultural Organisation Society's affiliated societies are accepted as agents

for the Agricultural and General Co-operative Insurance Society and allowed

the usual insurance commission of 15 per cent. One of the Agricultural

Organisation Society societies has earned in this way over £200 in one year.

These are some of the directions in which the Agricultural Organisation

Society has tried and is trying to benefit the agricultural community. Con-

siderable progress has been made, but the committee feel that still only the

fringe of the subject has been touched, but the work has been limited by the

resources at the command of the society. The passing of the Development
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Fand and Road Improvement Act, with the decision of the Development

Commissioners to recommend the Agricultural Organisation Society be given

a substantial grant for the furtherance of agricultural co-operation, and the

concurrence of the Board of Agriculture and the Treasury with this recom-

mendation, has encouraged the board of governors to hope that it will now
be possible to tackle all the problems presented on national lines and within a

few years to build up a system of organised co-operative effort throughout the

country equal in efficiency to any similar development on the Continent.

VV'hatever legislative measures may be introduced with a view of

improving the condition of the agricultural industry it is certain the agri-

culturists themselves must also adopt a system of self-help by, in the first

place, acquiring the very latest knowledge with regard to the production of

crops ; and, in the second place, by placing the business side of their calling

on a thoroughly sound commercial footing through organised co-operative

effort.

The agricultural colleges and county councils can render assistance in the

one direction and the Agricultural Organisation Society in the other, both

aided by the funds which the Development Fund and Road Improvements
Act has provided for the general assistance of agriculture.
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IV;—LIST OF INDUSTRIAL AND PROVIDENT SOCIETIES

REGISTERED DURING THE YEAR 1912.

(See Report 11, page 75.)

I.—ENGLAND AND WALES.

Abbreviations.—C means Co-operative ; E, Equitable ; I, Industrial ; L,

Land; and P, Provident. "Limited" is understood after every name, and
" Society " where A (Association) is not added.

County. No.

London 6363

Lanes 5364

Glouce.ster .... 5365

Glamorgan .

.

5366

Lanes 5367

London 5368

Somerset 5369

Northumbrlnd

.

5370

Notts 5371

Hants 5372

Hants 5373

London 5374

Lanes 5375

Durham .

.

6376

Durham 5377

London 6378

Durham , . .

.

5379

Name of Society.

Camberwell Conservative Club .

Manchester Jewish C

Gloucester Farmers

Cardiff Workers' C. Garden
Village.

Burnley Small Holders' A

Indian Catering

Street Tenants

United Service Club (Newcastle-
on-Tyne and District).

Keyworth Small Holders

Milton Unionist Club

Newchurch and District Agricul-

tural C.

Tower Housing

Manchester and District C.

Laundries.

WestBoldon Bank House Work-
ing Men's Social Club and
Institute.

Easington Colliery Club and
Institute.

Rural Co-partnership Housing
Trust.

Dowden Working Men's Club and
Institute.

Registered Office.

1, Brunswick-square,
Camberwell, S.E.

220, Bury New-road,
Salford,Manchester

Albion House, King-
street, Gloucester.

4, Park-place, Cardiff.

8, Standish-st., Burn-
ley.

16, Gray's Inn-road,
W.C.

39, High-st, Street,

Somerset.

3, Market-street, New-
castle-on-Tyne.

House of Mr. Wm.
Doleman, Key-
worth,NottinghaiTi.

Station-rd, New Mil-

ton, Hants.
"Beaulieu," Borth-
wood, Sandown,
Isle of Wight.

Dacre House, Arun-
deKst., Strand, W.C.

Lytham-st , Church

-

St., Newton Heath,
Manchester.

Bank House, West
Bolden, East Bol-

don, Co. Durham.
22, Seventh - street,

Easington Colliery,

Castle Eden, Co.

Durham.
4, Tavistock-square,

W.C.
4, School-st., Seaham
Harbour, Co. Dur-
ham.
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County. No. Nsme of Society. Registered Office.

Glamorgan .

.

Glamorgan ..

Glamorgan .

.

umberland ..

Yf)rk^

5380

5381

5382

5383

5384

5385

5386

5387

6388

5389

5390

6391

5392

5393

5394

5395

5396

6397
6898

6899

6400

6401

England and Wales—con.

Caerphilly C. Garden Village ....

Ynysybwl C. Garden Village ....

North-West Anglesey C

West Cumberland Working Men's
Club and Institute.

Holderness Live Stock Improve-
ment A.

Taylor-Mills Development and
Investment.

Buckland Newton and District

Farmers' C.

Faversham Agricultural Co-opera-
tors.

Co-operative Land Bank

Garden Suburb Builders

Willesden Independent Labour
Party Club and Institute.

Granston and District Egg Col-

lecting Dei)6t.

Llangynwyd District Smallholder
A.

Barking Smallholders' and Allot-

ment Holders' C.

Goodmayes.Chadwell and District

Constitutional Club.
Hedgwick

29. Cardiff-road, Caer-
philly, Cardiff.

17, Church-st., Ynys-
ybwl, Pontypridd.

Dwygir, Rhosgoch,
Anglesey.

33, New South Watts
street, Workington.

4, Parliamont-street,
Hull.

87, Talbot.rd., Black-
pool.

Cross Roads Farm,
Pulhani, Dorches-
ter.

2, Brogdale Road, Os-
pringe, Faversham.

45, Heathfield-road,
Liverpool.

6, Bloomsbury-square
W.C.

137, High street, Har-
lesden.

Tregvvynt, Letterston
Pembrokeshire.

Glanllynfi, Maesteg-
road, Llangynwd,
Glamorganshire.

2, East-street, Bark-
ing.

70, Kinfauns - road,

Goodmayes, Ilford.

Hodgwick,Far Forest,

Rock, Worcester.
Jubilee-st., Shotton,
Queens Ferry,
Flint.

44, High-st. Poole.

House of Mr. K. M.
Eayrs, The School
House, Girton,
Cambridge.

House of Mr. A. W.
Noble, Carrington-
road, Moulton Seas
End, Spalding.

Botolph House, East-

cheap, Gracechurch
' -street, B.C.
The Wrythe Nursery,

West-street, Car-
shalton.

Lanes

Dorset

Kent

LaiiC'' ........

London

Middlesex ....

Pembroke ....

Glamorgan ....

Essex

Essex

Worcester ....

Flint

Dorset
Cambridge....

Lincoln

[jondon

Surrey

Grosvenor Working Men's Social

Club.

Poole Housing A ••

Girton and District Small
Holders' C.

>Moulton Whaplodo and Weston
Agricultural C.

Bakers', Confectioners', and
Allied Traders' Co-operation.

Carshalton Allotments

'
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Coanty. No. Name of Society. Registered Office.

England and Wales—con.

Norfolk 5402 Outwell Small Holders House of G. W.
Bennett. Roslin
House, Rectory-rd.,

Outwell, Wisbech.
Lincoln 5403 Sutton Bridge Constitutional Club House, Sutton

Club. Bridge, Wisbech.
Lincoln 5404 Lindum Small Holders' A 30. Tentercroft-street,

High-st., Lincoln.
London 5405 United Motorists' C 1 Bprnpr^-Kt Ovfovrl-

street, W.
Durham 5406 Winlaton and District Social 43, Front - street.

Club and Institute (converted Winlaton. Blaydon-
from Company Limited). on-Tyne, Co.

Durham.
Yorks 5407 Hebden Bridge and District Carr Farm, Hebden

Farmers' A. Bridge.
London 5408 Otford Small Holders 4, Tavistock-square,

W.C.
Middlesex .... 5409 Hampstead Heath Extension Temple Fortune

Tenants. Housp, Hampstead
Way, Finchley-rd.,

N.W.
Durham 5410 Shotton and District Workmen's Albion House, Front-

Social Club and Institute. street, Shotton
Colliery, Castle

Elden, Co. Durham.
Wilts. 5411 No Man's Land and District School House, No-

Agricultural Trading. man^land, Lynd-
hurst, Hants.

Wilts 5412 East and West Harnham Small " Watersmeet," Harn-
Holdings and Allotment. ham, Salisbury.

Cheshire 5413 Cheshire Milk Producers' Dep6t.. Crewe Gates, Crewe.
Wilts 5414 Mere and District Egg and

Poultry.
Dewcs House, Salis-

bury-street, Mere,
Wincanton, Somer-
set.

Herts 5415 Knebworth Tenants ,
" Hazel Elm," Deards
End, Knebworth,
Stevenage.

Durham 5416 Weardale Farmers' A Mayfield, Wolsing-
ham, Co. Durham.

Yorks 5417 York City Brass Band Club and 63 and 64, Aldwark,
Institute. York.

Kent 5418 Grcenhithe Conservative Working The Hollies, Grcen-
Men's Club. hithe, Kent.

Leicester .... 5419 Long Clawson Dairy ............ The Dairy, Long
Clawson, Melton
Mowbray.

Hants 5420 Christchurch Conservative Club .. 18, Bargates, Christ-

church.
Devon 5421 Polsloe and Priory Conservative 97 and 98, Park-rd.,

Club. Heavitree, Exeter.
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Couniy. No.

London 6422

Carnarvon ,.., 5423

Cheshire 5424

Kent .. 6425

Cheshire 5426

London ...... 5J27

Warwick 6428

Glamorgjin .... 6429

WUts 5480

Name of booiety.

Durham
| 6431

V> libS. •

Dorset 6483

Durham 6434

Durham ...... 64S5

Hants 6486

Warwick 6437

Hants 6438

Cheshire 5439

(llamorgiin.,..

Durhiim
5440
5441

Brecon 5442

Cornwall 6448

England and Wales— co»i.

Motor Cab Co-operators

Rivals C

Macclesfield Trades' Hall L. ..

.

Wigmore and Small Holders' C.

Colony.

Hoylake Conservative Club

Datchet Co-partnership and Allot-

ment.
Coventry Sentinel C. Press

Merthyr C. Garden Village

Wauborough District Agricul-
tural C.

Playgoers' Social Club & Institute

Rcdlynch and District Agricul-
tural Trading.

West Moors and District Farmers'
Club.

Relton Terrace Workman's Club
and Institute.

Eouth Shields Small Holders •,.,

Eastlcigh Unity Club ,

Allotments and Small Holdings
Association of England.

Fareham District Allotmentn
and Small Holdings.

Marple, Chinley and District

Farmers' Trading.

Colliery Garden Villages ,

Haswoll Plough and Ludworth
Working Men's Club and
Institute.

Crickhowoll Unionist Working
Men's Club.

St. Broward and District C

Registered Office.

39. Gerrard-street,
Soho, W.

Llanaelhairan, Chwi-
log, Cjirnarvon.

9, Chatham-street,
Macclesfield.

Wigmore Estate
Office, Hoath-lane,
Chatham.

The Quadrant. Hoy-
lake Birkenhead.

4, Tavistock - square,

W.C.
7a, Broadgate, Coven-

try.

46, Glebeland-street,

Merthrv Tvdvil.
House of Mr.G.Gibbs,

Burycroft. W a n-

borough, Swindon.
54, Ocean-rd., South

Shields.

Ne whouse Dairy
Farm, Redlynch,
Salisbury.

Highfield, Denewood-
road, West Moors,
Wimborne.

4, Relton- terrace,

Chester-le-st., C o.

Durham.
49 Northcote-stroet,

South Shields.

180,Southampton-rd.,
Eastleigh, Hants.

56, Temple Row,
Birmingham.

" Beecroft," Bridgc-
mary. Fareham.

Smithfield, Brabyns
Brow, Marplo,
Stockport.

8, Park-place, Cardiff.

The Club House,
Plough-tcrraco,
Haswell, Sunder-
land.

Beaufort Chambers,
Orickhowell, Bre-
con.

West Cottage. 8t.

Broward, Bodmin.
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Connty. No. Name of Society. Registered Office.

England and Wales— co»t.

Cumberland .. 5444 Penrith Farmers' A Corn Market, Penrith.
Flint 5446 Maelor (Flintshire) Agrifiiltni al C. House of Mr. L. Hunt-

bach, Tybroughton,
Whitchurch, Salop.

Bucks 5446 Haddenham Small Holders London House, Had-
denham, Thame.

Northumbrlnd. 6447 Waterford Workmen's Social 2and3,Beresford-rd.,
Club and Institute. Seatoji Sluice, Sea-

ton Delaval, North-
umberland.

Herts 6448 Herts, and Beds. C. Bacon
Factory.

Hitchiu.

London 6449 C Tyre (and General) A Pembroke House, 133,
Oxford-street, W.

. Yorks 5450 Calder Vale Agriculturalists

Trading.
EUand Mills, Ellaud.

Glamorgan .

.

5451 Gorseinon and District Co-part- Rutland House,An gel

nership Housing. street, Swansea.
Glamorgan 5462 Beehive C 66, Hermon-rd, Cae-

rau, Bridgend.
Lanes 5453 Fairfield Tenants 160, Market-street,

Droylsden, Man-
chester.

London 6454 Millwall and Cubitt Town 45, Glengall - road,
Unionist Club. Cubitt Town, Isle

of Dogs, E.
Dorset 5455 Sturminster Newton and District Plumber Farm, Stur-

Farmers. minster, Newton,
Dorset.

Dorset 5456 Handley and District Agri- House of Mr. H. Roy
cultural C. Bartley, Dean-lane,

Handley, Salisbury.
Stafford 6457 Perry Barr Small Holdings and 136, Wellhead-lane,

Allotments. Perry Barr, Bir-
mingham. .

.

Durham 5468 Heighington and District Agri- Low West Thickley,
cultural C. New . Shildon, Co.

Durham.
Durham 5459 South Hetton Workmen's Social Clarence-street, South

Club and Institute. Hetton, Sunder-
land.

Warwick 5460 Henley-in-Arden Auction Sales .

.

House of Mr. King,
High-st., Henley-
in-Arden, Birming-
ham.

Warwick 5461 Coventry Garden Suburbs 2, Daimler - road,
Coventry.

28, Frederick-street,Durham 5462 South Shields National Unionist
Workmen's Club. South Shields.

Essex . . 6463 Burnham-on-Crouch Constitu- High-st., Burnham-
tional Club. on-Crouch, Essex.

London 6464 Co-partnership Garden Suburbs .

.

6, Bloomsbury-sQuare,
WC.
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No. lluB6 of Society.

Ekoland and Wales—con.

London I

Durham !

5465
5466

Ix)ndon 5467
1

Nottingham . 5468

Glamorgan .... 5469

London 6470

Durham 5471

London 5472

Northumbrlnd. 6473

Middlesex .... 5474

National Estates Bank
Bishop Auckland and District

Farmers' A.

Petcrsfield Co-partnership Hous-
ing and L.

Mansfield Small Holders

Cwmgorse and District Industrial

C.

Members' Petrol Supply

Carmarthen .. 5475

Leicester .... 5476

Flint 6477

Sussex 5478

London 6479

DurhAin 6480

HMito 5481

AogleMy .... 648!2

Glamorgan .. 6488

London 6484

London M6S

Durham ..•••• 6488

GUmofgMi •• M87

Ferryhill StationWorkmen's Club
and Listitute.

Melvin Hail C. Housekeeping
and Service (Golders Green).

Croft Social Club and Institute .

Willesden and Harlesden Branch
of British Socialist Party Work-
ing Men's Club and Institute.

Abergwendraeth ConservativeClub

Market Harborough Great and
Little Bowden and District

Unionist Club.

Rhyl and District C

Steyning and District Unionist
Club.

Le^sdown Oottagc

Crowtrees Working Men's Social

Club and Institute.

Coeham District Small Holdings
and Allotments C.

Mona and District Live Stock A.

South Wal«» Co-partnership Gar-
den Suburbs.

Fairfield Simplex Car A

South London Investment ......

Ferryhill Village Small Holdings..

Swansea Valley Co-partnarship
Hoosing.

Registered Office.

41, Cheapside, E.G.
Red Bams, Bishop
Auckland.

4, Tavistock-square,

W.C.
20, Southwell-road,

Mansfield.
The Stores, Gwaun-

caegurwen, Glam-
organ.

16, H o w i c k-p lace,
Westminster, S.VV.

5, Front-street, Ferry-
hill Station, Ferry-
hill.

29, Newman-st., W.

Club House, Wood-
street, Blyth.

84, Strode-rd., Willes-

den Green, N.W.

Club Premises, Tum-
ble, Llannon, Car-
marthenshire.

The Lilacs, Market
Harborough.

Aled House, 67, Wel-
lington-rd., Rhyl.

Club Premises, Steyn-
ing, Sussex.

85, Albemarle-street,

Piccadilly, W.
The Club House, Dur-

ham-rd., Coxhoe,
Go. Durham.

83, Windsor-road,
Cosham, Hants.

Egg Dep6t, High-ftt.,

Llangefni, Anglesey.

4, Dumfries-place,
Cardiff.

73, Rosendale-road,
Dulwich, 8.E.

10, Lancaster-road,
West Norwood, 8.E.

87, Stephenson-street,

Ferryhill Village,
Ferry Hill.

Estate Office, Glaia-

road, Glydach-on-
Tawe, Glamorgan.

13
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Coonly. No. Nams of Socisty. Registered Office.

England and Wales—con.

Denbigh
Glamorgan ....

5488
5489

Wrexham Tenants
Heol-y^cyw Conservative Club .

.

The Priory, Wrexham
Conservative Club,

Broad-st., Heol-y-
cyw, Bridgend.

School House, Wiu-
terslow, Salisbury.

The Bungalow, Apul-
dram, Chichester.

Estate Office, Aber-
carn, Newport, Mon.

Dickinson-street,
Oldham.

14, Union-st , Barnet.

101, Chamberlayne
Wood-rd.,Wille3den,
N.W.

The Club House,
Alfreton-rd., West-
houses, Derbyshire.

26. Bute-terr«kce,
Cardiff.

16, Howick Place,

Westminster, S.W.
5/6, Priory-road,

Tonbridge.

3, Park-place, Cardiff.

39, St. Cuthbert-st.,

Wells.

147, Stroud Green-
road, London, N.

Assembly Rooms.
Livingstone - road.

Hove, Brighton.
Gendros, Fforest

Fach, Swansea.
Broadway, Wickford,

Essex.
143, Maperton-road,

Bradford.
North-st., Milborne-

Port, Sherborne.
65, Knightsbridge,

S.W.
Estate Offioe,
Pengam, Cardiff.

76, Barkworth-road,
North Camberwell,
Rotherhithe, S.E.

House ofJames Mead,
Chilsbury-lane,
Potterne, Wilts.

Wilts

Sussex..

Monmouth....

Lanes

5490

5491

5492

5493

5494

5495

6496

5497

5498

6499

6500

5601

6602

5503

5604

5606

6506

5507

5508

Wiuterslow Agricultural Trading

Chichester and District C. Bacon
Factory.

Abercarn Co-partnership Housing

Oldham and District Farmers'
Provender Supply.

Barnet Conservative & Unionist
Working Men's Club.

Willesden Central Liberal Club .

.

Westhouses Workmen's Social

Club and Institute.

Cardiff Depot C. Savings Bank .

.

Car Owners' Alliance

Herts

Middlesex

Derby

Glamorgan ....

London

Kent

Glamorgan .

.

Somerset ....

London

Sussex

Glamorgan ....

Essex

Yorks

Somerset ....

London

Tonbridge and District Small
Holders and Allotments

Welsh Garden Villages Invest-

ment.
Wells and District C

Small Holders and Poultry
Keepers' C.

Brighton and Hove Small Holders

Fforest Fach Owners .• .

,

Wickford Small Holders' C

Bradford Small Holders

Milbome-Port Constitutional
Club.

Anne Seymour

Monmouth....

London

Wilts

5509

5610

5511

Pengam Housing . « .

.

Capital C

Potterne and District Small
Holding and Allotment.
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County. No. Name of Society. Registered Office.

England and Wales—con.

T ^nfinri 5512 Yacht Owners' Union Putney Bridge Iron
Works, Fulham,

l.J\JU\A\JL± ••••••

8W.
Northampton 5513 Burton Latimer Conservative and Club Premises,

Unionist Club. Church-st., Burton
Latimer.

Glamorgan 5614 Ninian Stuart Convervative and 15, Station - street,

Unionist Working Men's Club. Treherbert, Rhon-
dda, Glam.

Devon 5515 Budleigh-Salterton Co-partner-. 1, Frewins, Budleigh-
ship Housing. Salterton, Devon.

London 5516 Hadleigh Co-partnership Housing 4, Tavistock-square,
W.C.

Kent 5517 Wigmore Gillingham and District 110, Napier-road,
Small Holders. Gillingham, Kent.

Boldmere-rd., WylcleWarwick 5518 Boldmere Hall and Club
Green, Birmingham.

Westmorland.. 5519 Appleby and District Conservative Club Premises, Ap-
pleby.

Durham 5520 Horden Workmen's Social Club.. Club Premises, Eden-
street, Horden, Co.
Durham.

Lanes 5521 Famworth Socialist Party 87, Peel-st., Fam-
worth, Lancashire.

Glamorgan .

.

5522 Gilfach Goch Small Holdings 37, High-st., Gilfach
and Allotments A. Goch, Bridgend.

Durham 5523 Haughton-le-Skerne Club and Club House, Haugh-
Institute. ton-le-Skerne, Dar-

lington.

Middlesex .... 5524 Hampstead Garden Suburb Record Thelnstitute.Central-
square, Hampstead
Garden Suburb,
Hendon.

London 5525 West Southwark Reform Club and 163, Blackfriars-road,

Institute. S.E.

Essex 5526 Clacton Unionist Club Club Premises, Old-

rd.,Clacton-on-Sea.
Cambridge .... 5527 Linton Unionist Club Club Premises Lin-

ton, Cambridge.
Warwick .... fi528 Lillincrton Allotments A 5, Farm-rd., Lilling-

ton, Leamington
Spa.

62, Coolfin.rd., Cus-

Utf«0 X.JAAA*&4|^ W.A4 .»A«^^«*AA«0AA«^ Aft. ........

Essex 5529 Custom House Constitutional

Working Men's Club. tom House, E.
London 5580 Borough of Woolwich Conserva- 1, New-road, Wool-

tive Club. wich.
Warwick 5581 Walmsleyand District Allotments Birch Holme, Wabns-

and Small Holdings A. ley-rd., Walmsley.
Birmingham.

Yorks. 55S2 Goloar Socialist Club & Institute.. 28, ClifTe Ash, Golcar,
Huddcrsfield.

Yorks 5588 Knaresboroagb and District

Dairymen's A.
Me88rs.Titloy<!t Paver,
Crow '8 Oflice, High-
st., Knaresborougb.
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Ck>aBt7. No. 1 Name of Society. Registered Office.

England and Wales— con.

Surrey 5534 Southern Counties C. and Resi- 15, The Exchange,
dential Small Holdings. London-rd., Thorn-

ton Heath, Surrey.
Gloucester .... 5535 Marshfield Small Holdings and Cheyne House,Marsh-

Allotments. field, Chippenham
Lanes 5536 St. Andrew's Conservative Club, Club l^remises, Park-

Wigan rd., Wigan.
Derby 5537 Long Eaton I.L.P. and Institute. 41, Upper Wellington-

street, Long Eaton,
Nottingham.

iorks 5538 Paddock Socialist Club 47, Brow-rd.,Paddock,
Huddersfleld.

Warwick 5539 Central Birmingham Unionist 102, Bath Row, Bir-
Club. mingham.

Lpndon 5540 Haggerston Conservative and 258, Kingsland-road,
Unionist Club. N.E.

Lines 5541 National C. Managers' A 17, St. Peter's Hill,

Grantham.
Yorks 5542 Greasbrough Smallholders 2, Cross-street, Greas-

brough, nr. Rother-
ham.

Glamorgan 5543 Ogmore Vale Garden Village "Brynteg," Ogmore
Vale, Bridgend

Carmarthen .

.

5544 Vale of Towy Dairy Farmers' C.

.

The Factory, Ffair-

fach, Llandilo, Car-
marthenshire.

Cardiff 5545 Blaenpennal and District Agricul- Brynwichell, Blaen-
tural C. pennal, Tregaron,

Cardiganshire.
Yorks 5546 Leeds Labour Publishing Society. 10, Upper Fountaine-

street, Leeds.
Bedford 6547 Cople and District Small Holders' The house of Mr. J. L.

C. Green, Cardington,
Bedford. -

Essex 5548 Romford and District Small- 86, Marlborough-road,
Holders and Allotment Holders. Romford.

Bedford 5549 Greenfield and District Small White House, Pullox-
Holders. hill, Ampthill.

Yorks 5560 Horbury Conservative & Unionist
Working Men's Club.

Horbury, near Wake-
field.

Northumbrlnd

.

5651 Wallsend Constitutional Club 88,High-st.,Wallsend.
Northumbrlnd

.

5552 Borough of Tynemouth Unionist Albion-road, North
Club. Shields.

Glamorgan .... 5553 Mardy Athletic Club & Institute. 20 and 21, Royal
Cottages, Mardy,
Glamorgan.
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County. No. Name of Society. RegiBlered Office.

II.—SCOTLAND.

•

Argyll
Wigtown ....

Argyll

A'gy"
Benfrew

Ross
Dumfries ....

Edinburgh ....

Aberdeen ....

Shetland
Fife

14

6
15
16

61

6

17

55

16
20
72

78

21

7

12

8

8

8

17

222

5
13

Benderloch Agricultural

Stranraer and District C
Ledaig, Argyllshire.

23, King-st., Stranraer
Taynuilt, Argjllshire.

The aianse, Ardgour.
Gamble Institute,

Shore-st., Gourock
Munlochy.RobS-shire.
98, Irish-st,Dumfries.

6, St. Andrew-square,
Edinburgh.

Newseat, by Memsie.
Sandwick, Shetland.
Valley field Tavern,

Valleyfield.

Jamphlars Tavern,
Jamphlars.

W id-Yell, Shetland.
Whithorn, Wigtown.
Garrynamonie, Loch-

boisdale.

Ravenstone Mains,
Whithorn.

Schoolhouse, For-
down, Kincardine,

Clachaig, Kilmorie,
Arran Bute.

Bank House, Alford.

113, St. Vincent-st.,
Gla.sgow.

Burntack, Elgin.

6, Queen's Gate, In-

Taynuilt Agricultural C
Ardgour Agricultural

Gourock and Greenock Tenants .

.

Black Isle Agricultural A
Dumfries and Galloway Agricul-

tural Trading.
Scottish Poultry Produce

Federation.
Tyrie ai d District Agricultural C.

Sandwick Agricultural C
Valle> field Tavern

Fife Jamphlars Tavern

Orkney
Wigtown
Inverness ....

Wigtown ....

Kincardine....

Bute

Aberdeen ....

Lanark

Elgin
Invernt >s ....

M id-Yell Agricultural C
Whithorn Farmers' C
Garrynamonie and District C. .

.

Machars Farmers* G. A

Meams Beekeepers

Arran South-end Agricultural C.

Vale of Alford Agricultural C. .

.

Glasgow Garden Suburb Tenants.

Edinkillie Agricultural

Inverness Farmers' Dairy

Renfrew 62 Gourock Garden Suburb Tenants.

III.- IRELAND.

verness.

13, Hamilton-street,
Greenock.

Louth

Wexford

Wexford

Wexford

Wexford

108B

1084

1086

1086

1087

Louth and Meat Farmers' Dead
Meat.

Tcmpletown Pig and Cattle

Suppliers.

Poulfier C. Pig and Cattle

Suppliers.

Bannow C. Pig and Cattle

Suppliers.

Mulrankin C. Pig and Cattle

SuppllerK

Middlctown and District C
Cahiracon C. Agricultural

The Abattoir,
Droghola.

Templctown.

Poulfier.

Carrig-on- Bartnow.

Mulrankin.

Armagh
Clare

1088
1069

Middletown.
Cahiracon, Ennia.
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Coonty. No.
1

Name of Society. Registered OfBoe.

Limerick

Kilkenny
Kerry

Mayo
Mayo

Meath
Donegal
Limerick
Limerick

Wexford

Wexford

Wexford

Wexford

Antrim
Wexford

Limerick
Limerick
Fermanagh ...

Dublin

1090

1091
1092

1093
1094

1095
1096
1097
1098

1099

1100

1101

1102

1103
1104

1105
1106
1107

1108

Ireland—con.

Kilmallock Agricultural and
Industrial.

Nore Valley C. Creamery
Ballinascreena C. Creamery

Attymass C. Agricultural

Carramore and Kilcommon C.

Agricultural.

Drumconrath C. Agricultural . .

.

Killybegs C. Agricultural

Bruree C Creamery . . . . •

Kilmallock.

Greenan.Thomastown
Ballinascreena,
Causeway.

Attymass, Ballina.
Knockalegan, Holly-
mount.

Drumconrath.
Killybegs, Donegal.
Lollcra, Bruree.
Carnahalla, N.S.

Montfield, Killinick.

Little Cullenstown.

Taghmon.

Marshalstown.

Rasharkin.
Craanford.

Drombanna.
Kilmallock.
Roscor, Carrigola,

Belleek.

84, Merrion-square.

Carnahalla C. Agricultural and
Dairy.

Ballymore C. Pig and Cattle

Suppliers.

Little Cullenstown C. Pig and
Cattle Supplier.

Taghmon C. Pig and Cattle

Suppliers.

Marshalstown C. Pig and Cattle

Suppliers.

Rasharkin C. Creamery
Craanford C. Pig and Cattle

Suppliers.

Drombanna C. Creamery
Kilmallock C. Creamery
Whealt C Store

Irish Meat

.
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v.—LIST OF SOCIETIES DISSOLVED UNDER THE INDUSTRIAL

AND PROVIDENT SOCIETIES ACT DURING I9I2.

(See Report 12, page 77.)

I.—ENGLAND AND WALES.

Coonty. No.

Berks 1276

London 2825

Herts 3210

London 3509

Derby 8542

Kent 4343

London 4526

Sussex 4248

Leicester .... 4368

London 4729

London 4780

Hereford .... 4886

Lanes 985

Worcester .... 2689

Cornwall 8788

NoUs 8969

Essex 4288

Middlesex 4696

Bucks 4706

Name and Oflfloe of Society.

Wittenham C. I and P., Long
Wittenham, Berks.

Norwood Co-operators, Co-opera-

tive Store, 36, Auckland Hill,

West Norwood.
High Bamet District C, Co-

operative Stores, 3 & 5, Salis-

bury-rd.. High Bamet.
Self-Help Cab Drivers, 19, Wharf-

dale-rd., Caledonian-rd., N.
Long Eaton Mutual L. , Cleveland-

avenue, Nottingham-rd., Long
Eaton.

Edenbridge C, High-st., Eden-
bridge, Kent.

Somersetshire C. Slate Quarries,

21, Great Winchester-st., E.C.
Wadhurst and District Agricul-

tural C, Church Gate House,
Wadhurst, Sussex.

Exemplar Boot Manufacturers I.,

20, Mill Hill-lane, Leicester.

0. Development, 124, Chancery-
lane, W.C.

South Carnarvon Development,
124, Chancerv-lane, W.C.

Eardisland and District Poultry
and Egg, Eardisland, Pern-
bridge, sTo.

Ringlev and Kearsley I. C, 66,

Market-street, Stoneclough, nr.

Manchester.
Bromsgrove Nailforgers, back of

77, High-street, Bromsgrove.
Calstock C, St. Ann's Chapel,

Cilstock, Tavistock.
Parliament Loan, Craven Arms,

108, Wood bo rough-road,
Nottingham.

Bpping &. Waltham Anicultaral
C. Little Copped Hall, Eppiog.

Northwood C. Bank, Northwood
Mens* Club, Northwood.

High Wycombe Farming A., 29a,

High-street, High Wycombe.

How Dissolved.

Amalgamated.

Final winding up.

Final winding up.

By instrument.

By instrument.

Final winding up.

Final winding up.

Transferred engage-
ments.

Final winding up.

Cancelled by request.

Cancelled by request.

By instrument.

Amalgamated with
1626 Lanes.

By instrument.

Commencing winding
up.

Cancelled by request.

Amalgamated with
8481 Essex R.

By instrument.

By instrument.
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County. No. Name and Office of Society. How DiBSolved.

England and Wales—con.

Surrey 4785 Dormansland Small Holdings
and Allotments, Parish Room,
Dormansland, East Grinstead.

By instrument.

London 5081 Loughborough and Heme Hill

Constitutional Club, 197, Cold-
harbour-lane, S.E.

Cancelled by request.

London 2491 London Productive, 83 Meeting
House-In., Camberwell, S.E.

Cancelled by request.

Northants. .

.

3463 Rushden and District Trade Extraordinary final

Union Club and Institute, Club winding award.
House, Highan-rd., Rushden.

London 3781 C Photographers, 28, Ilminster-
gardens, Battersea, S.W.

By instrument.

Essex 4432 Leyton Constitutional Club, 488,
High-rd., Leyton, E.

Cancelled by request.

Glamorgan.... 3893 Nantyffyllon Builders, 13, Cym-
mer-rd., Caerau, Bridgend.

By instrument.

Worcester .... 4276 Teme Valley Agricultural A.,

Estate Office, Clifton-on-Teme.
Cancelled by request.

Warwick .... 4687 Nuneaton Small Holdings and
Allotments A., 278, Gadsby-st.,
Nuneaton.

Cancelled by request.

Hants 4712 Alton and District C. L., Small
Holdings, West End Farm,
Medstead, Alresford.

Cancelled by request.

Cheshire .... 4879 Chester and District Small
Holdings A., 24,01d Bank-build-
ings, The Eastgate, Chester.

Cancelled by request.

Yorks 4381 Holgate Gardens Estate, Messrs.
Gray and Dodsworth's Office,

Commencing winding
up.

Duncome-place, York.
Gloucester .... 2820 Tidenham C. & I. Stores, Wood- Transferred engage-

croft, Tidenham, Chepstow. ments.
Bedford 3872 Woburn Sands and District C, Extraordinary r e -

High-street, Woburn Sands, solution to com-
Bedford. mence winding up.

Glamorgan .... 3998 Gwauncaegurwen and District C, Extraordinary r e -

Gwauncaegurwen, Glamorgan. solution to com-
mence winding up.

Merioneth 4774 Ardudwy Farmers, The Stores, Extraordinary r e -

Talsarnau, S.O., Merionethshire. solution to com-
mence winding up.

Bucks 4874 Claydon & District Agricultural

C, The Public Hall, Botolph
Claydon. Steeple Claydon, S.O.

By instrument.

Yorks 4897 Broomfleet Small Holders, house Cancelled by request.

of Secretary, Vicarage, Broom-
fleet.

London 6103 General Supply A., 41, Finsbury-
square. City Road, E.C.

Cancelled by request.

Kent 3406 SevenoaksC, Co-operative Stores, Tranferred engage-

80, High-st., Sevenoaks. ments.
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Coamtj. No. Mmm aai Oflhw of Society. How DinohrwL

England and Wales—con.

WoroMter .... 3698 YardleyC.Bank, Pioneer Cottage, Final winding up.
Acocks Green, Birmingham. 10th June, lyl2.

Leicester 4167
1

New Pioneer Publishing, 28, Final winding up.
Dover-8t., Leicester. 21st June, 1912.

London 5114 Builders and Decorators Buying,
50, Wayland-rd., Battersea,
S.W.

Cancelled by request.

Northumbrlnd. 5279 Hirst Diamond Social Club, 9, Final winding up,
Market-pl., Hirst, Northumber-
land.

Ramsbottom Conservative I. C,
29, Bolton-st., Ramsbottom.

29th June, 1912.

Lanes 1284 Cancelled as ceased
to exist.

Middlesex .... 3904 Ealing Stores, 6, Kingsley-avenue,
West Ealing, W.

Final winding, up.

Yorks 3905 Baildon Coal, Mechanios' Listi-

tute, Baildon, Shipley.
By instrument.

Cardigan . . •

.

3943 Dyffryn Teify Agricultural,

Penlan Pencarreg, Lampeter,
Cardigan.

Cancelled by request.

Glamorgan .. 4042 No. 3 Caerau Builders, 10, Bridge-
street, Maesteg. Glamorgan.

Cancelled by request.

London 4339 Broad Street C. Bank, 27. Broad-
street, Ratcliffc, E.

Cancelled by request.

Worcester .... 4340 Westwood C, The Estate Office, Cancelled as ceased
Hampton Lovett, nr. Droit- to exist.

wich. Worcester.
Somerset .... 4653 Brislington and St. Anne's Con-

stitutional Club, Wick-road,
Brislington, Bristol.

By instrument

Hunts 4698 North Hunts. & District Central
Small Holdings A., Croxton,
Old Fletton, Peterborough.

Cancelled by request.

Glamorgan. ••• 4766 Rhondda District Agricultural,

Mest-rs. Treharneand Treharae
Pentre, Rhondda, Pontypridd.

By instrument.

Essex 4888 The Mayland C, Fels Fruit
Farm, Mavlund, Althorne.

By instrument.

Hants. ...... 5014 Ropley Medstead & District Egg Commencing winding
acd Poultrj , ThoDepdt, Ropley up.
Station, Ropley, Alresford.

Bucks. 5102 Claydon and District Egg and
Poultry, Littlcworth Farm,

By instrument

Vemey Junction, Winslcw,
Bucks.

Siafff . ..,,.,.. 5216 Twentieth Century Provident C,
28, Talbot-rd., Staflord.

By instrument.

Dnrham 5808 Collingwood Working Men's Commencing winding
Social and Recreation Club and up, 1912.
Institute, Colliogwood-buildni.,

CoUingwood-st., Felling, Co.
Durham.

UiddleMX .... 864S WiUesdon Radical Club and In-
stitute, 303, YiUiers-road.,

Willesden Green. N.W.

By instrument.
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County. No.

Yorks 4270

4328Sussex

Yorks 4390

4540

4619Northampton .

.

Lanes 4838

4920Durhaan

Middlesex .... 6043

Middlesex .... 5122

Rutland 5235

Northumbrlnd. 5292

Essex 2847

Yorks 3889

Surrey 6037

Glamorgan 5048

Yorks 6177

Yorks 5219

6281London

Lanes 5097

2623Warwick

Name and Office of Society.

England and Wales—con.

Scarborough Agricultural C,
George Hotel, Scarborough.

Worthing People's Bank, 28,

Portland-road, Worthing.
Stainborough & District Farmers'
Trading, Stainborough, Barnsley

.

Eaves Self-Help Manufacturers,
Eaves Bottom, Hebden Bridge.

Creaton and District Small
Holdings and Allotments, A.,

4, Mount Pleasant, Creaton,
Northampton.

Church Printing Press, 29, AUum-
street, Ancoats, Manchester.

Bowburn and District Working
Mens' Social Club & Institute,

Club House, Durham-road,
Bowburn, Durham.

Third Hampstead Tenants,Temple
Fortune House, Hampstead,
Way, Hendon, N.W.

Harrow Conservative & Unionist
Club, The Lodge, Roxburgh
Avenue, Harrow.

Uppingham C. Small Holders,
House of Mr. R. L. Tawn,
North-street, Uppingham.

Wellington (Newcastle-on-Tyne)
Social Club and Institute, 86,

Wellington-itreet, Newcastle-
on-Tyne.

Southend and District C, 4,

Electric-parade, London-road,
Southend-on-Sea.

Sheffield Builders, Blyth-street,

Mushroom-lane, Sheffield.

Tatstield Egg and Poultry, White
House, Tatsfield, Westerham,
Kent.

Pontcanna (Cardiff) Club and
Institute, 184, King's-road,

Cardiff.

Federal Supply, 54, King's Bench-
street, Hull.

Wykeham District Egg Collecting,

The Dep6t, Wykeham, Yorks.
Daily Herald Printing and Pub-

lishing, 12, 13 & 14, Red Lion-
court, Fleet-street, E.C.

Manchester People's Bank

Midland Sheet Metal Workers,
176, Bolton-rd., SmaU Heath,
Birmingham.

How Dissolved.

Commencing winding
up.

Cancelled by request.

By instrument.

Final winding up.

Cancelled by request.

Commencing winding
up.

Commencing winding
up.

By instrument.

Cancelled by request.

By instrument.

Cancelled by request.

Transferred engage-
ments.

Final winding up.

By instrument.

Cancelled by request.

Cancelled by request.

By instrument.

Converted into Com-
pany.

Commencing winding
up.

Commencing winding
up.
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Coanty. No. Name and Office of Society. How DUsolved.

England and Wales—con.

Cardigan 3620 Lampeter C. Agricultural and
Dairy, Maes-y-folin, Lampeter.

Cancelled by request.

Derby 3646 Shirebrook and District C, 1,

Colonnade, Shirebrook, Derby.
Final winding up.

London 4010 International Seafarers' Club and Cancelled by request.
Institute, Maritime Hall, West
India Dock-road, E.

Middlesex .... 4415 Wealdstone C, 81. High-street, Transfer of engage-
Wealdstone, Middlesex. ments.

Kent 4996 Rustwick Tenants, 7, Kensington-
street, Tunbridge Wells.

By instrument.

Bedford 4494 Toddington C, Bradford House, Transfer of engage-
High-8t., Toddington, Duns- ments.
table.

Cheshire .... 4711 Gilbert Brothers' Employ6s,
School-lane, Nantwich.

By instrument.

London 5139 Industrial Cinematograph C, 41,
Bedford-row.

Cancelled by request.

Worcester .... 4449 Madresfield Agricultural C, New
House Farm, Bransford, Wor-
cester.

Cancelled by request.

Carnarvon .... 4877 Carnarvon Small Holdings and
Allotments, 7, Crown-street,
Carnarvon.

Cancelled by request

London 3019 C. Investment, 31, Cannon-street,
E.C.

Final winding up.

London 3761 Agricultural Organisation, Queen
Anne's Chambers, Tothill-st.,

Westminster, S.W.

Final winding up.

Suffolk 1255 C. Scholastic Publishing A

,

School House, Stonham Aspal,
Stowmarket.

Cancelled by request.

London 4799 Throne Insurance, 41, Cheapsidc,
E.C.

Barstable Hundred Agricultural

By instrument.

E»MX 5168 By instrument.
C , Barstable Cottage, Barstable
Hall Estate, Laindon Station,

Romford.
London 5218 Oxford International Trading Commencement of

Benefit, 19, Broad-st., (Joldcn winding up.
Square, Regent-street. W.

London 3227 Agricultural and I., 165, King's- Cancelled as ceased
road, Camden Town, N.W. to exist.

London 3281 Hay and Fodder Agency, 166, Cancelled as oeased
King's-rd., Camden Town, N.W. to exist.

London 8S82 New Laid Egg Agency, 165, King's-

road, Camden Town, N.W.
Cancelled as ceased

to exist.

London 8244 British & Colonial Meat Agency, Cancelled as oeased
1 165, King'8-rd., Camden Town, to exist.

N.W.
London 8790 Medical Apparatus C, 165, King's- Cancelled as oeased

road, Camden Town, N.W. to exist.
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County. No. Name and Office of Society. How Dissolved.

England and Wales— con.

London 3804 Producers' C. Bank, 165, King's- Cancelled as ceased
road, Camden Town, N.W. to exist.

London 3850 C. Baking, 105, King's-road, Cancelled as ceased
Camden Town, N.W to exist.

Glamorgan .... 4242 County Farmers' A., "Westra," Cancelled as ceased
Denton Road, Cardiff. to exist. .

Lanes 43^8 Inventors' Mutual Aid, 110, Cancelled as ceased
Gaskell-street, Newton Heath, to exist.

Manchester.
Lanes 4419 Citizens' House Purchase, 110,

Gaskell-street, Newton Heath,
Cancelled as ceased

to exist.

Manchester.
Northampton .

.

4715 Spratton Small Holdings and Cancelled as ceased
Allotments, South View, to exist.

Spratton, Northampton.
Kent 4775 Welling District C. Small Holders, Cancelled as ceased

4. Albert-place, Belle-grove, to exist.

Welling, S.O., Kent.
Dorset 4923 West Moors C, Highfield, Cancelled as ceased

Denewood-road, West Moors, to exist.

Wimborne.
Gloucester 4986 Cotswold Egg and Poultry Col- Cancelled as ceased

lecting Depot, Mrs. G. J. Bee, to exist.

Lower Slaughter, S.O. Gles.

11.—SCOTLAND

Aberdeen .... 10 HuntJy C, 1, Old-road, Huntly .

.

Instrument of dis-

solution.

Lanark 211 Grlasgow Professional Orchestra, Instrument of dis-

12, Agnes-st., Glasgow. solution.

Orkney 1 Lerwick C, Victoria Chambers,
Esplanade, Lerwick,

Notice of winding up.

Forfar 25 Montrose Baking and Trading,

2, Union-place, Montrose.
Notice of winding up.

Kincardine.. .. 1 Banchory C. Company, High-st.,

Banchory.
Borgie Agricultural C, Borgie

Notice of winding up.

Sutherland .

.

1 Ceased to exist.

Bridge, Skereay, Thurso.
Haddington .. 8 Tranent Public House A., Bridge-

street, Tranent.
Ceased to exist.

Lanark 131 Douglas Park C, 19, Douglas Request to cancel
Park, Bellshill. registry.

Edinburgh .. 23 Professional and Civil Service Conversion into a
Supply A., George - street, company.
Edinburgh.

Aberdeen .... 5 Petejhead C Final notice of wind-
ing up.

Lanark 202 Patriotic Investment Final notice of wind-
ing up.

Lanark 175 Mutual Bank Final notice of wind-
ing up.
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Leitrim

Monaghan . . .

.

Cavan

No.

788

320

332

Name and Office of Society. How Dissolved.

III.—IRELAND

Irish Bee Journal I Instrument of dis-

solution.

Great Northern C. Agricultural

and Dairy.
Lurgan C

Instrument of dis-

solution.

Return of final wind-
ing up meeting.

The following Societies have bekn removed from the Register during

1912, ON the ground that they have wilfully, and after notice from

A Registrar, violated the provisions of the said Act, in having failed

TO submit the Annual Return of the Society for the Year ending

3l8T December, 1911.

County. No. Name of Society. Registered Office.

London 2686 Tallerman 165, King's-road,

Camden Town, N.W.
London 3229 Commercial Industry 165, King's-road,

Camden Town, N.W.
London 3234 Commercial Agriculture 165, Kings'-road.

Camden Town, N.W.
London 3673 MillwaU Dock Shareholders' C. .. 165, King's-road,

Camden Town. N.W.
London 3801 Home Producers' 0. Market .... 166, King's-road,

Camden Town, N.W.
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Year
1912.

Year
1911.

2,258 .

.

. . 2,244

562 .. 330

996 .. 930

700 .. 984

VI.-COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION.

(See Report 19, page 80.)

EDUCATIONAL MATTERS,

(a) Statistics re Examinations.

Number of Entries for Examinations, excluding

Junior and Intermediate Examinations ....

Number of Passes :

—

With Distinction

Without Distinction . . ,.

Number of Failures

(6) Certificates Issued,

junior classes in co-operation.

Merit Attendance
Session. Certificate. Certificate.

1911-12 4,026 6,031

1910-11 3,611 5,000

intermediate classes.

" Lives of Great Men and Women."

Session. Prize. Pass.

1911-12 32 193

1910-11 28 —

adult classes.
1912. 1911.

Co-operation 354 .... 376

Industrial History 40 .... 36

Citizenship 37 50

Economics 37 .... 31

Teachers 9

Bookkeeping 829

Total 1,306

MANAGEMENT CERTIFICATES.

615

1,108

1912. 1911.

Apprentices (Part II.) 67

Salesmen 137

General Managers 44

Honours 4

Total 252

37

84

17

14

152
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(c) Grajits and Prizes.

JUNIOR CLASSES.
1918.

Local Examinations :— £8.
Section I 21 10

d.

6

6

d.

1911.

£ 8. d.

.... 17 17 6

.... 16 10

.... 14 S

.... 1 4

.... £49 16 6

1911.

£ s. d.

.... 12 6

.... 1 5

Section II 16 12

Co-operative Union Section III. ......•••. 13 7

Co-operative Union Re-examination 1

£52 10
I

INTERMEDIATE CLASSES.

1912.

£ S.

Grants 3 15

£6 5

ADULT CLASSES.
1912.

£ 8.

Grants 37 10

d.

6

.... £2 7 6

1911.

£ 8. d.

.... 60 15

.... 7 15Prizes 6 12

£44 2

(d) Co-operative Union Scholars

Scholarships, enabling student^ to attend some
]

Meeting, held in connection with the University Ext

awarded to the following students :—

Subject. Name.

Co-operation 0. P. M. Schmidt .

.

6 .... £68 10

HIPS.

portion of the Summer
ension Movement, were

Class.

... Edmonton.

... Correspondence.

. . . Aberdare.

. . . Aberdare.

... Manchester.

.... Leith.

. ... Plymouth.

.... Plymouth.

.... Plymouth.

... Aberdare.

It Oxford, onder the auspices

ded in open competition

by Mr. A. £. Oldroyd

„ , C. F. Houseman ....

„ *A. Davies

„ •T. Thomas
„ R. A. Palmer

InduHtrial History *3. Kay
Citizenship Lilian Hubbard ...

.

EconomicH (Old Syllabus) . . & A. Purdie

Economics (New Syllabus) . . * A. 8. Clift

Book-keeping 'D. Davies

*TbeM Btndenta attended the Bammer cluae« for Rmeerch, held i

of the Tutorial Clamici Committee.

Blandford Scholarships.

The two soboUrBbips, of the value of £10 each, awai

in the subject of Co-operation (8rd stage), were won



170 Committee on Education.

(Heckmondwike), of the Huddersfield class, and Mr. S B. Fraser (Edinburgh),

of our Correspondence class. Mr. Oldroyd spent the value of his scholarship in

visiting co-operative productive workshops, mainly in Scotland ; and Mr. Fraser

elected to visit co-operative places of interest in England. B^th students sub-

mitted to the Central Education Committee interesting reports of their visits.

Report for Session 1912-13.

(a) Classes Formed.

Session

1912-13.

Co-operation—Junior 294

Intermediate Classes ("Lives of

Great Men and Women ") .

.

33

Co-operation—Adult 27

Industrial History 8

Citizenship 4

Economics 4

Co-operative Book-keeping 105

Training Course for Employes :

—

Apprentices and Junior Em-
ployes 7

Salesmen 20

General Managers (Corres-

pondence) 1

Honours (Correspondence) 1

Training Course for Secretaries :
—

(Correspondence) 1

Training Course for Teachers —
Classes for Women Co-operators

(Training of Guild Officials) .

.

9

Special Classes held at Holyoake

House :

—

Elocution and Public Speaking 1

Economic History 1

Shakespeare (Women only) .

.

1

General Hi.story 1

Session

1911-12. Increase.

. 276 .. 18 .

. 15 . 18 '.

. 29 . — .

5 , 3 .

8 . — .

3 . 1 .

. 105 . — .

Decrease

2

4

518 467 62

Tutorial Classes.

Total, Session 1912-13 518 Classes.

Total, Session 1911-12 467

Increase 51

11
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(6) Students Enrolled.

Session Session
1912-13. 1911-12. Increase

Co-operation—Junior 16074 . . 14518 . . 1553

Intermediate Classes 943 . . 592 .. 351

Co-operation—Adult 487 .. 418 .. 69

Industrial History 170 . . 133 . . 37

Citizenship 76 .. 130

Economics 68 .. 40 .. 28

Co-operative Book-keeping 1953 . . 1910 . . 43

Training Course for Employes :

—

Apprentice and Junior Em-
ployes 151 .. 224 .. —

Salesmen 384 . . 314 .. 70

General Managers 31 ,. 31 ., —
Honours 5 .

.

3 . . 2

Training Course for Secretaries . . 30 . . 33 , . —
Training Course for Teachers .... — . . 10 . . —
Cla.sses for \Vomen Co-operators . . 458 . . — . . 458

Special Classes held at Holyoake .

House :

—

...
Elocution and Public Speaking . 31 . . — , , 31

Economic Hifctory 20 .. — .. 20

Shakespeare (Women only) .. - 42 . . — .. 42

General History 35 . . — . . 35

20958 18356 2742

Total, Session 1912-13 ...... t20958
Total, Session 1911-12 .... 18356

Decrease.

— .. 54

73

3

10

140

Increase 2602 Students.

• Tutorial Classes

Training ok Co-operative Kmi'loyeeb.

Centres Formed. Session 1912-191S.

(a) APPRSNTIOBB AND JUNIOR BMPL0TBB8.

Section. Place. Teacher. .

Midland Birmingham Mr. W. H. Buckler

Northern .... Ashington Equitable Mr. R. Studdy

.... Ashington Industrial Mr. A. Thompson

.... Darlington Mr. W. Stones

North- Western Burslem Miss. F. A. Chorlton ...

Leeds .,,.. Mr. W. E. Craven

Nelson.. Mr. L. Rhodes

students
enrolled.

16

9

19

M)

21

15

42

14
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(6) Salesmen's Glasses.

Midland Derby Mr. H. Lowndes 18

Northern Blaydon-on-Tyne .. Mr. J. Thompson 28

„ Middlesbrough Mr A. Sowerby 30

.... Seaham Harbour.... '
Mr. A. Annstrong

[ ^^
Mr. J. Pigg )

North- Western Barnsley Mr. D. Milnes 20

Burslem Mr. G. W. Brooks 2G

„ Colne Mr. F. Taylor 24

... 17

... 15

... 15

... 15

... 16

Fleetwood Mr. E. F. Tasker

Huddersfleld Mr. J. Kidd

„ „ Leeds Mr. H. Silversides ,

„ „ Preston Mr. E. F. Tasker

„ „ Wigan Mr. J. E. Butterworth ....

„ „ Manchester

:

(Tuesday) Mr. G. W. Brookes IG

(Wednesday) .. Mr. J. Lea 18

Scottish Glasgow Mr. A. Hunter 18

„ Kilmarnock Mr. J. Wallace 28

„ Kirkintilloch Mr. J. Goodwood 18

„ Leith Mr. D. T. Adamson 16

Western...... Gloucester Mr. H. Cole ....c 15

„ Pontypridd
(Abercynon) .... Mr. D. T. Pugh ,. 15

Correspondence Section

:

Salesmen Mr. T. M. Young 53

General Managers
\ ( 31
f Mr. R. J. Wilson 1 .

Honours ) 1 4

SCMMABY OF EXPENDITURE ON CLASSES IN CO-OPERATIVE MANAGEMENT.

Session. Expenditure.

£ 8. d.

1905-6 287 7 7

1906-7 272 19 2

1907-8 291 19 4

1908-9 252 13 7

1909-10 .... 207 11 5

1910-11 .... 155 13 7

1911-12 175 7 11

Fees Received.

£ B. d.

174 15

185 15

156 10 6

147 19

110 6

105 6 6

116 2 6

Deficit paid
by Co-op'. Union.

£ B. d.

112 12 7

87 4 2

135 8 10

104 14 7

97 10 11

50 7 1

59 5 6

Examinations.

DATES.

Junior Classes

—

Class day during week (24th February to 1st March).

Inteimediate Classes

—

" Lives of Great Men and Women." Class day during week 3rd March
to 8th March.
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Adult Classes

—

Citizenship Monday, 10th March.

Industrial History Tuesday, -11th March.

Co-operation Wednesday, 12th March.

Economics Thursday, 13th March.

Co-operative Book-keeping . . Wednesday, 9th April.

Employes' Training Classes

—

Apprentices and Junior Employes : Class day during week commencing
21st April.

Salesmen

General Managers

Honours

Secretaries : July.

Class day during week commencing 2Sth April.

ms. 1912.

J014 . . 175G

. 3961

. .3658

582 . . 324

591 . 523

98 . 99

52 . 98

61 . 58

. 1600

32

215

Students fob Examination.

Co-operation—Juniors: Sec. III. (Written) 2014

„ „ Sec. II. (Local)

„ „ Sec. I. (Local)

Intermediate Classes

Co-operation—Adults

Industrial History

Citizenship

Economics

Co-operative Book-keeping

„ Auditing

Training Centres for Co-operative Employes—Appren-

tices and Junior Employes—Part I
)

» II /

Salesmen v

General Managers > . . 340

Honours )

Training Course for Co-operative Secretaries (1911) .

.

. . 17

Training Classes for Teachers , . 28

ToUl, 1913

1912 12704

The papers returned were as follows :—

(Jo-operation—Adults 896

Industrial History 68

Citizenship . . 50

Economics . . 44

1918. 1912.

Co-operative Book-keeping . . 1306

„ Auditing .. 80

Training Centres for Co-operative Emploj-^s— Appren-

tices and Junior Employes .... . . 174
• Notcomplel*
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1913. 1912.

Salesmen \

General Managers / . . 298

Honours '

Training Course for Co-operative Secretaries . . 17

Training Classes for Teachers . . 23

Total, 1913

1912 2395

Junior re-examination of best papers

—

Sec. III.—Co-operation 1913— .. 1912—112

Intermediate Re-examination 1913

—

. . 1912— 39
* Not complete.

Easter Week-end, 1913

—

Programme Arranged.

Thursday. 20th March.—Reception of Delegates in the Maurice Hall.

Speakers : Sir C. P. Lucas, B.A., K.C.B. (Principal Working-men's

College), A. S. Lupton, Esq., M.A. (Vice-principal, Working-

men's College), and Lionel Jacob, Esq., B.A.

Friday, 21st March.—Morning : Meeting of Central Education Com
mittee. Delegates taken through the college. Afternoon : Visits

to Kew Gardens, or Zoological Gardens. Evening : Co-operative

Students' Fellowship Fourth Annual Meeting. Chairman, Mr.

W. R. Rae. After consideration and adoption of annual report,

addresses given by Sir Henry A. Miers, M.A.,D.Sc., F.R.S. (Principal,

University of London), on " Learning in the Twentieth Century,"

and Mr. Albert Mansbridge (General Secretary of the Workers'

Educational Association), on " Fellowship in Study."

Saturday, 22nd March.—Morning : Visits to House of Commons West-

minster Abbey, Tate Gallery, National Gallery, or Model Bakery

of the Edmonton Society. Afternoon: Conference in the Maurice

Hall. Chairman, Mr. W. R. Rae. Address by Rev. Canon Master-

man, M.A., on " The Teaching of Industrial History." Evening :

Second Annual Meeting of the National Co-operative Men's Guild.

Address by Miss M. Llewelyn Davies (General Secretary, Women's
Co-operative Guild). Social Meeting and Conversazione, under the

auspices of the Edmonton Co-operative Society Limited. Chair-

man, Mr. J. Maton (President, Edmonton Society). Speaker, Mr.

R. C. Morrison, on " Sowing Seeds of Discontent."

Sunday, 23rd March.—Morning : No special meeting arranged.

Services held in the following places of worship :—St. Paul's

Cathedral, Westminster Abbey, Westminster Cathedral (Roman
Catholic), the City Temple, the Weigh-House Chapel, and Wesley's

Chapel. Afternoon : Co-operative P.S.A. in the Maurice Hall

Chairman, Mr. J. Lucas, M. A.' (Glasgow). Speaker, Mr. W. R. Rae.

Subject :
" An Old, True Type of Reformer." Evening : Service

and Sermon by Rev. W Hudson Shaw, M.A., in St. Botolph's
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Church. Succeeded by a Meeting in the Parish Room. Un-
fortunately Mr. Hudson Shaw was not able through illness to hold

this meeting, and a meeting was arranged at the College, at which

P ' Mr. A £. Zinmiem gave an address on his impressions of a visit

to America.

Monday, 24th March.—Morning : Visit to Hanipstead Garden Suburb.

Afternoon : Visit to Lambeth Palace, where party was shown
over the Palace and Grounds by the Rev. J. V. Macmillan, and
the Rev. T. Gage Gardiner. Evening : Meeting in the Maurice

Hall. An Address by Sir C. P. Lucas, B.A., K.C.B. (Principal of

the College), on " Tom Hughes : A Man and a Brother." Chairman,

Mr. W. R. Rae.

Tuesday, 25th March.—Morning : Visit to Co-operative Wholesale

Society's Silvertown Works and departments at Leman Street.

Lunch at Leman Street, presided over by Mr. W. Openshaw
(president, Co-operative Congress, Portsmouth). Tea, tmd " Auld
Lang Syne."

Co-operative Students' Fellowship,

fourth annual report.

The third Annual Meeting of the Fellowship was held at Leicester, and,

as usual, formed part of the Easter Educational Week-end. The meeting

was not as largely attended as the previous meeting, owing to poor travelling

facilities on account of the coal strike ; but, nevertheless, the proceedings

were brisk and interesting throughout. The President of the Fellowship

was in the chair. The annual report was freely and helpfully discussed

section by section. The points to which most attention was devoted were

those of intercourse between members in neighbouring districts, and ways
and means of increasing the membership and influence of the Fellowship.

Following the adoption of the report, Mr. W. H. Watkins, co-seoretary,

read his paper on " The Work and Possibilities of the Co-operative Fellow-

ship." This was well received and evoked a good discussion, in which Mrs.

Shimmin and Messrs. Saxton, Potter, Halstead, and Worley took a prominent
part. The views most generally expressed in regard to the future were that

the value and utiUty of the Fellowship to the co-operative movement
depended mainly, if not wholly, upon the spirit by which Fellowship members
were individually and collectively actuated ; that service in each and every

direction should be their aim ; and that special attention should be given

to all efiforts of an educational character made by the Central Committee and
the Education Committees in the various localities.

GSMKRAL PROORBSS

The influx of now members has not been so great this year as in previous

years, but may be considered as fairly satisfactory in view of the fact that

no special efforts at «irolment have been possible this year on account of

great prossore of other work and the ilhiess of one of the oo secretaries, Mr.
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W. H. Watkins. At the time of preparation of this report the total member-

ship is over seven hundred. The membership list has been reprinted

containing the whole of the names up to the seven hundredth member.

Of the sixty districts comprising the Co-operative Union, there still remain

eight in which the Fellowship has no members whatever. The usual

list of the districts and secretaries (where the latter have been appointed)

is given at the end of the report.

Organisation.

For the reasons previously stated, the work of organising the members
in the various districts has proceeded more slowly this year. Since the date

of the last annual report, three districts have been organised, as follows :

—

Leicester, Dewsbury, and East Yorkshire. Special mention deserves to be

made of the resolute efforts of Mr. John Smith (Eastwood) to complete the

organisation of the whole of the districts in the Midland Section. His

enthusiasm has been infectious. He has been well supported by other

progressive educationists and officials, and the work is going on most

satisfactorily.

It was hoped during the year to have brought the organised districts

and sub-districts in the North-Western Section together and to weld them

into a sectional body. This, from various causes, has not been practicable,

but arrangements are being made for the adoption, as far as possible, next

year, of a uniform programme. Neighbouring districts and sub-districts in

this section have held joint conferences and others have exchanged visits,

and these have been, without exception, interesting and helpful to all taking

part therein.

Work in the Districts.

This, as heretofore, has been varied in the different districts according

to circumstances and the needs of the respective localities. In many cases

there has been a considerable widening out during the year, with results

that are already noticeable. Condensed reports are given after this general

report. These show the scope of the work undertaken, and show also that

to zeal has been added method and system in carrying out the work. Some
of the programmes are truly admirable. Nothing but good can come of

such earnest efforts as have been made in many instances to raise the level

of co-operative thought and call the attention of co-operators to subjects

of vital importance to the whole movement.

It is noted with especial pleasure that in several districts direct assistance

has been afforded to neighbouring branches of the National Men's Guild,

both in respect to their formation, in opening discussions, and in giving

papers and addresses to branches already formed. It is hoped that in the

coming years the Fellowship and both the Men's and Women's Guild will

help and react upon ea«h other to their general advantage

Monthly Letter.

The joint letter, signed by the president and co-secretaries, was sent
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out month by month until September, when circumstanoes compelled ite

temporarj' suspension. It is hoped to resume its despatch at the beginning

of the new Fellowship year, since many secretaries and officials have

acknowledged and expressed its usefulness to them.

The Congress Gathering.

Again at Whitsuntide, and by the courtesy of the education committee

of the society eiitertedning Congress, a reunion of members was made possible

at Portsmouth. It was perhaps the largest similar meeting yet held. In

the absence of the president, Mr. W. H. Watkins occupied the chair, and was
supported by members of the Central Education Committee, the Portsmouth

Society's Education Committee, and Mr. A. Mansbridge, secretary of the

Workers' Educational Association. The chairman of the local education

committee gave those assembled a most cordial welcome, and a stimulating

and eloquent address was given by Professor Zimmem.
To him and the Portsmouth Committee the heartiest thanks of the

meeting were tendered. It is desired also to place on record here the sense

of indebtedness felt towards them by the whole Fellowship.

Fellowship '* Notes " and Reports.

The page in the Co-operative News, allotted to the Fellowship by the

kindness of the News management, has been availed of as frequently as

circumstances have permitted. The utility to the Fellowship of this means
of communication is here acknowledged, and the appreciation of its value

by the whole of the members will, we trust, continue to find expression in the

effort to increase the circulation of the recognised organ of the co-operative

movement, and to make its existence and usefulness more widely known.

Many district secretaries, in addition to forwarding their periodical

reports to the Central Office, have with commendable energy prepared full

and detailed accounts of Fellowship meetings, and have obtained space for

their appearance in the local Records and Wheatsheajs of the societies with

which they are connected. Thus valuable thoughts have been disseminated

over the area covered by the respective societies instead of their consideration

being confined to the comparative few attending the meetings. It is beyond
all doubt that this work is having an appreciable effect in turning the minds
and attention of ordinary members of societies to the consideration of

question* of great importance, and helping to ensure the free and open

diaouMion of these questions at Congress, conferences, and in the co-operative

The Union's Examination Lists.

It is desired, as in previous years, to congratulate those nionibers

who have been well placed in the examination lists of the Co-operative Union,

and to give a word of encouragement to those who, while not so successful

from the point of view of examinations, have yet industriously and
oonaoientiously followed any line of study prescribed in the Union's pro-

gramme. The invitation is also here given to all students who have not yet
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joined the Fellowship to join at once. Their application to do so they may
feel assured will be cordially welcotoed

Conclusion.

Finally
J
the thanks of the Fellowship are due, and are here tendered,

to all who during the year have given thought or performed action with
the object of forwarding the Fellowship's work. Especially are mentioned
in this regard the Sectional Boards, District Conference Associations,

Educational Associations, and the Co-operative Wholesale Society, for

opportunities afforded to members of the Fellowship of attending their

respective periodical meetings, and to the co-operative press as a whole for

the space given to reports of Fellowship proceedings. It is hoped and
believed that the combined efforts made during the year by all concerned

will be productive of good to the movement all desire to serve.

W. R. Rae, President.

W. H. Watkins,
I

Joint

C. E. Wood, i Secretaries.

LIST OF DISTRICTS AND SECRETARIES.

No. Of
District. Members.

Metropolitan—North & South districts 72

Airedale—Leeds Sub-district .... 47) „,

Bradford Sub-district . . 24)
'^

North-East Lancashire 45

Dewsbury 42

Bolton 36

Manchester 33

East of Scotland 33

South Durham and North Riding of

Yorkshire 30

Glasgow and Suburbs 27

Devon 26

Rochdale 25

East Yorkshire 23

Derty 10

Oldham 18

CJiieshire and North Wales 17

Leicester 17

Oxford and Bucks, 16

Macclesfield 13

Wellingborough and Kettering 10

Birmingham 10

Cumberland and Westmorland 8

Secretary.

Mr. W. T. Davies.

( Mr. T. Spencer.

\ Mr. E. Rennison.

Mr. F. Taylor.

Mr. C. W. Midgley.
Mr. H. Clegg.

Mr. T. Ellison.

Mr. A. Baxter.

Mr. J. J. Lindsay.

Mr. D Lang.

Mr. J. B. Cairns.

Mr. A. G. Garner.

Mr. J. T. Bamforth.

Mr. J. Smith.

(Joint with Manchester).

Mrs. W. Moore.

^Ir. L. T. Matthews.

Mr. A. E. Nethercot.

Mr. A. J. Hayward.
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No. Of
District. Members.

South Yorkshire 7

Gloucester and Hereford 7

Stafford 6

West Duiham 6

Brecon, Monmouth, and E. Glamorgan 6

Hants 5

Cambridge and Beds 5

South Northumberland 5

Sussex 4

East Durham 4

Renfrewshire 4

Nottingham 4

Ireland 4

CJovontry 3

Xiincoln 3

Falkirk 3

Kent 3

North Northumberland 3

North Lancashire 3

Huddersfield 2

Ayrshire 2

South Durham 2

Cornwall 2

Northampton 2

Rossendale

Ersex and Suffolk

Norfolk

Somerset

Central (Scotland)

Mid-Glamorgan

Calderdale

North Lonsdale

Wilts, and Dorset

West Wales

Border Counties

Fife and Kinross

Perth and Forfar

Stirliog

Secretary.

National Co-opeiutivb Mkn'b Guild.

8bc0nd annual bxpobt.

The year just doMd has been one of steady progrees from the Nataoaal

Men's Guild point of view. When the first annual report was writtan ihtn
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were twelve branches affiliated, reprefienting 615 members. The figures now
are thirty-one branches and 1,182 members. To double the membership in

one year is a record which will be very hard to beat. Not only has the

guild grown in size, but also in usefulness and importance. It is already

recognised as an integral part of the co-operative movement, and, if we may
venture to prophesy, it will soon become one of the standard bearers in the

fight for a co-operative commonwealth, with the flag bearing our motto :

" Unrestricted co-operation for every purpose of social life."

Central Education Committee.

Our thanks for the present happy position in which we find ourselves

are in a large part due to the Central Education Committee. They have

allowed the annual meeting of the National Guild to become a recognised

part of their Annual Easter Week-end activities ; have joined with us

during the past year in conferences at London, Manchester, Kettering,

and Leeds ; and, in addition, issued a special circular in November to all

co-operative education committees, urging the advisability of establishing

men's guilds in connection with the local societies. The conferences were all

well attended, and animated discussions took place at each. The starting of

many branches can be definitely traced to the conferences. The National

Council hope to continue with this aspect of the work, so that by the end

of the coming guild year every society in the kingdom will have had an

opportunity of sending a delegate to a conference where the men's guild

movement has been fully explained.

Sectional Boards, &c.

Our thanks are also due to the sectional boards, the district associations,

and the educational committees' associations, in allowing delegates from the

branches to attend their meetings. Only good can result in bringing the

work of the Co-operative Union and its adjuncts before the notice of men
co-operators, who would not otherwise have the opportunity of attending

the various meetings. Much assistance has also been rendered by the

officers and members of the Students' Fellowship in many districts, and

we hope that the cordial relations existing between that organisation and

the guild will be continued and strengthened to the advantage of both.

" Co-operative News."

Nor must we forget the Co-operative News, which now allows the National

Guild a column each month, and also publishes a large number of branch

reports. May we urge upon every member the necessity of reading the

News every week, in order to keep thoroughly up to date with the progress

of the guild and the co-operative movement generally.

Publications.

Two pamphlets have been published during the year—" The National

Co-operative Men's Guild : Its Place and Work in the Movement," by the

chairman of the National Council, Mr. W. H. Watkins (Portsmouth), and
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"The Co-operative Men's Guild," by Mr. John Smith (Eastwood). These,

with the two published last year—" The National Co-operative Men's Guild,

with Hints on how to start a Branch Guild," and " The Place and Possi-

bihtiee of the National Co-operative Men's Guild," both by Mr. W. Chas.

Potter—have had a wide circulation. They form the nucleus of wiat will

undoubtedly become an importcmt addition to the Uterature of the

co-operative movement. It is hoped to add one, if not two, to the series

during the coming ye€ir.

Badges.

The National Council regret that they have not been able, through lack

of funds, to issue the badges during 1912. Arrangements are in hand to

issue them during 1913.

District and Sectional Councils.

As is naturcd with a rapidly growing body, new machinery has to be

devised to cope with increased demand. We have to report that district

councils are in process of formation in the Mersey district and also in London.

No doubt, as branches spring up, other such coimcils will be formed, and

their linking up into sections and with the National Council will probably

have to be considered at the next annual meeting.

Programme.

In September the National Council issued to branch secretaries a list

of subjects suitable for discussion at breinch meetings. The list has proved

so useful that it is included as an appendix of this report. We again desire

to draw attention of the members to the need of doing all they can to

abolish the thoroughly unco-operative practice of overlapping in the move-
ment. Guild branches that are in earnest in this matter should become a

powerful factor in settling any overlapping trouble that may anse in their

respective societies.

Local Reports.

Lack of fspace precludes us from including any reports from branches

in this report. We may say that all reports received up to the time of going

to press speak of progress and soimd the note of optimism. In most oases

we find the branches working well together with local education committees

and bnnohes of the women's guilds. This is as it should be. The work of

each is complementary to the other. When every society in the kingdom
has braocbes of these organisations of voluntary workers, enthusiastically

pushing co-operation, the co-operative movement will rapidly become one

of th« foremost—^if not the foreroost^-of the factors in the emancipation of

the people. As regards branch reports, ** Unites ** hopes to review these

(especially where they are likely to be helpful to other branches) in the
" Men's Guild Notes," in the Co-openUive Ne%ps, daring the coming year.

We may say in passing that many of the branches are to be highly compli-

mented upon the attractive manner in which they are putting the men's
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guild movement before local co-operators. Many of the leaflets are works

of art!

We hoped to have been able to give a statement showing the grants

received by the branches from local societies, but the returns are too

incomplete to be given this year.

In conclusion, the National Council desire to draw the attention of the

branches to a piece of co-operative work which the branches are particularly

fitted to do. During the coming year each branch should endeavour to

send a deputation, or speakers, or some literature, to every trade union

branch working in the district covered by the local branch of the guild.

There is here a great field for propaganda, and we feel sure that the

co-operative movement has only to be properly explained to trade-unionists

for them to join our movement to the benefit of all concerned.

The National Council wish the branches all success in their work during

the coming year.

On behalf of the National Council,

W. R. Rae, President.

W. H. Watkins, Chairman.

W. Chas. Potter,
[

Joint.

C. E. Wood, ) Secretaries

NATIONAL MEN'S GUILD.

List of Subjects Sugqbsted for Consideration and Discussion by
Branches.

1. Overlapping. Mr. J. C. Gray's paper, " A National Co-operative

Society," forms a useful basis for discussion on this question.

2. Co-operative Production. Literature may be obtained from the

Co-operative Union, and the Co-operative Productive Federation, Alliance

Chambers, Horsefair Street, Leicester.

3. International Co-operation. Literature may be obtained from the

Co-operative Union, and the International Co-operative Alliance, 146, St.

Stephen's House, Westminster, S.W.

4. " A Co-operative College." Paper read at Easter Week-end,

Leicester, 1912.

5. Discussion on the Balance Sheet of local society. (Preferably before

the business meeting of the society.)

6. Co-operation and Trade-unionism (Invite members of trade unions

in district.)

7. The Machinery of the Co-operative Movement.

8. How to reach the Poor.

9. Debates on (a) High or Low Dividends, (6) Should the Co-operative

Movement join the Labour Party ? (c) Abolition of the Entrance Fee.
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10. Five liinutee Speeches on

—

The Possibilities of the Co-operative Movement.

How I would Improve our Stores.

The Limitations of the Co-operative Movement.

Co-operative Ideals.

Mr. Maxwell's Proposals.

Next Steps for the Co-operative Movement.

Asked and Answered. (By Local Manager.)

Balance Sheets and their Construction. (Local Secretary.)

Co-operative Education Committees : Their Work and Utility.

(By local Education Secretary.)

The Students' Fellowship. (By a Student.)

The Amalgamated Union of Co-operative Employes. (By local

Secretary, A.U.C.E.)

The Workers' Educational Association.

Co-partnership,

List op Subscbiptigns, 1912-13.

Guild Year, Ut March to 2Sth February.

Rate of subscription 3d. per member per annum;

year Id. per member for new branches then joining.

No. of

Name of Branch. Members
paid on.

•Ashington Industrial 23

Birkenhead Central , 38

Wallasey 34

Bradford (City of) 68

Brighton 40

•Cardiff 20

Catford (Bromley) 89

Derby 120

•"Edco" (Edmonton) 48

Failsworth 60

•Frome 33

•Great Horton '27

•Langley Mill and Aldercai 14

Liverpool (City of) | ,Jg

Liverpool (Toxtcth) 24

*MancheMt«r and Salford (Altrincham) .... 3C

Plymouth 64

•PortKea Island 86
* Kochdalo Kqu itablc Pioneers 8S

•Scarborough... 42

after September each

Subscriptions
paid.

£ 8. d.

1 11

9

8 6

17

10

1 8

9 9

1 10

4

4 2

2 9

2 8

1 2

11 9
1 4

6

8

13 6

8

9 8

3 6
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No. of
Name of Branch. Members

paid on.

Shanklin Lake and Branstone Union 39

Soho (Birmingham) , 12

Stamford 14

Stapleford and Sandiacre 20

Stratford (London) 30

*Ten Acres and Stirchley (Birmingham) .

.

20

Walthamstow (London) 32

Willesden (London) 23

Waterfoot 8

1039

Rate of Id. per member.

Balance Sheet,

£

Subscriptions
paic"

£9 8 3

Dr. Cr.

£ s. d.

To Subscriptions from
Branches (see detailed

list) 9 8 3

„ Rules sold 2 14 1

,, Balance due to
Treasurer 38 15 6

£50 17 10

£ 8. d.

By Printing

—

Diplomas,
Pamphlets,
Leaflets,

Rules,

„ Postages 18 2

49 19 8

£50 17 10

VII.—MINIMUM WAGE SUB-COMMITTEE.

(See Report 35, page 110).

December, 1912.

To the Committee of Management of the

Co-operative Society named in the Address.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

The Co-operative Congress has on three occasions passed, almost

unanimously, resolutions on the justice of a minimum wage for co-operative

employes. On each occasion the subjoined scale was adopted. At the

Congress held at Portsmouth in Whit-week last it was decided that the

Central Education Committee should carry on a campaign in favour of the

general adoption by co-operative societies of a minimum wage, as set forth

in the resolution.

The Central Education Committee, at its first meeting, decided that to

carry out adequately the instructions of Congress, the first step necessary

was to have full and recent information of the exact position in this matter,

and instructed a sub-committee to make the present inquiry. Valuable

information was forthcoming from the Women's Co-operative Guild and the

Amalgamated Union of Co-operative Employes, but as in neither case this
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information referred to more than a small pereenteige of societies, it was
decided that a more complete return was necessary.

The resolutions having been passed with so much general approval at

Ckingresses, €uid having been supported in all probability by your delegates,

it becomes the duty of every member of the Co-operative Union to forward

the work outUned by every possible means. The decisions of Congress must
be honourably upheld, as otherwise they become of no value.

We are, therefore, instructed to ask you to fill up and return the enclosed

inquiry sheet at your earliest convenience. The tendency has been in the

past to count all societies that do not reply as in opposition, and the Central

Education Committee trust that there will be a prompt and general response

to this inquiry to prevent any further misunderstanding of the facts.

Thanking you in anticipation,

Yours truly,

W. R. Rae,
I

(Mrs.) A Blair,
| Minimum Wage

J. Lucas, I Sub-committee.

T W. Mebceb,
j

C. E. Wood, Secretary to Committee.

MiNiMiTM Waoe Inquiry.

Please reply to the following questions as fully as possible :

—

Female Labour.

1

.

How many female employes are engaged by your society ?

(a) As learning apprentices

;

(6) As other apprentices, but under twenty-one years of age;

(c) Over twenty-one years of age.

2. Do you pay them as per scale adopted by Congress ?

If not, at what rate do you pay as above—
(a) Apprentices ;

(b) Other than apprentices

;

,

(c) Over twenty-one years of age.

If you pay scale to a portion of the employ^, please say to how many.

Male Labour.

1. How many male employ^ are engaged by your society?

(a) At learning apprenticee

;

(6) As other than apprentices, but under twenty*one yean of age

;

(c) Over twenty-one years of age.

2. Do you pay male employ^, up to and including the age of twenty-

DIM yean, the scale adopted by Congress ?

If not, state wages paid as to (a) (6) (r).

If you pay scale to a portion of the employ^, pleaee ttate to how many.
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OenercU

1. If you have not adopted the scale, what local or other difficulties or

objections are there which have prevented you ?

2. Is your objection to pay the Congress scale based on the possible

effect on the profits, and, if so, could you kindly inform us of the estimated

incre€«e of your wages bill ?

3. Do you suggest any alternative scale, or any modification of the same ?

Minimum Scale

Adopted by Congress for male and female labour, up to and including the

age of twenty-one years for males and twenty for females.

Male.

Age 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21

Rate 6s. 8s. 10s. 12s. 15s. 18s. 21s 24s.

Female

Age 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

Rate 5s. 7s. 9s lis. 13s. 15s. 17s.

VIIL—UNVEILING MEMORIAL TO MR. J. C. GRAY.

(See Report 37, page 115.)

Co-operators from all parts of the country assembled at Hebden Bridge

in large numbers on Saturday, 18th January, 1913, on the occasion of the

formal unveiling of the marble monument erected in a corner of the Birchcliffe

Graveyard by the Co-operative Union of Great Britain and Ireland, to

commemorate its secretary, Mr. J. C. Gray, J. P., whose death occurred in

February, 1912. Unfortunately, the weather was very unpropitious, or the

attendance would probably have been still larger. It, however, included many
of the leading co-operators in the country.

Mr. A. Whitehead, speaking from directly in front of the monument,
said the object of the gathering was the unveiling of a memorial to their

revered leader, Mr. J. C. Gray. The monument had been erected by the

co-operators of Great Britain as a token of respect and for the purpose of

perpetuating his memory. He had worked with Mr. Gray for 25 years, and

found him one of the finest gentlemen it had been his privilege to meet, one

who was always trying to do something good for other people. His staff

loved him and would have done anything for him, and everyone exceedingly

regretted his loss to the co-operative movement generally.

Mr. James Deans (Glasgow), who had been appointed to unveil the

monument, removed the covering, and said it had been the intention of those

in charge of the ceremony that the speeches should be delivered at the grave-

side, but, considering the inclemency of the weather, they had decided to
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adjourn to the school. It was a worthy memorial to a man worthy of it in

every respect, and he hoped that the action of the Co-operative Union in

erecting it would prove an incentive and an inspiration to many more men to

come forward and give their lives and labour to the great co-operative move-

ment. Mr. Deans then placed a wreath on the grave from the Co-operative

Union Limited in further recognition of the great work which Mr. Gray

accomplished for the co-operative movement in England and on the Continent.

An adjournment was then made to the assembly room at Birchcliffc

School, which was well filled. Mr. Whitehead again took the chair, and

called on Mr. Deans to deliver the speech which, if the weather had permitted,

.would have been given at the grave side.

Mr. Deans said the duty he had accepted and discharged had been per-

formed with his mind brim full of pleasant memories and animated with the

deepest and warmest regard for Mr. Gray. He proposed to refer to him in

three different aspects, i.e., as a leader, as an official, and as to his personality.

Mr. Gray was very richly endowed with fine intellectual parts, and possessed

a good, sound, and varied education. At the beginning of his official career

he was very fortunate in acting as assistant secretary to the late Mr. Ed.

Vansittart Neale, and thereby received the benefit of that gentleman's

unrivalled ability and rich and rare experience, which enabled him to speedily

acquire a complete knowledge and grasp of the multitudinous and responsible

duties which fell to the high office he was destined afterwards to fill. It

could be truly said of Mr. Gray, without the slightest exaggeration, that in

all essential respects the Co-operative Union had in him an ideal official.

He was not a mercenary official, but one whose whole heart and mind were

devoted and unreservedly applied to the discharge of his duties. He was

keenly sensitive of the honour and dignity and the rights and privileges of the

co-operative movement, was unremitting in his efforts to promote and defend

it, and was always courteous, straight, frank, and tolerant towards all with

whom his duties brought him into contact. By the exercise of those and many
other excellent qualities he speedily gained and retained to the end of his

career the confidence, the esteem, and the unswervable loyalty of all connected

with the co-operative movement in Great Britain. Mr. Gray's activities were

varied and numerous, and covered a wide and expanding field of operations.

By instinct, as well as by training, he was an expert in the arts of administra

tion. This was clearly and convincingly exemplified by the manner in which

he organised the business arrangements of innumerable conferences and

congresses, and his successful settlement of countless difficulties and disputej<,

of which many were vital and far-reaching, Mr. Gray had enriched tie

literature of the co-operative movement, his numerous papers on questions of

vast importance having exercised and would still exercise a steadying

influence. It was doing Mr. Gray no more than justice to say that he foun<I

the Union small and insignificant, but by his undoubted abilities and

indefatigable labours, he was largely, if not entirely, responsible for raising

it to its present dimensions and winning for it the undisputed influence which

—

-

_
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it now enjoyed, not only in the United Kingdom, but wherever co-operation

and the social betterment of the people existed. The outstanding feature of

Mr. Gray's career consisted in the part he playifed in the initiation and spread

of co-operation in foreign countries, the development of the International

Co-operative Alliance, and the unfolding of his marvellous schemes for forming

the societies of the United Kingdom into one great organisation. At a very

early period he became closely associated with the International Alliance,

which had now assumed the enormous proportions of a federated body of

8,000 societies, comprising 7,000,000 members, whilst its ramifications spread

over 24 countries and three continents. Mr. Gray as a man was a charming

and beautiful personality, and had a magnetic influence over those he came in

contact with. He was the personification of all that was genial, kind, and

sympathetic. He possessed a big warm heart, and never failed to respond to

the trouble and suffering of any person with whom he was acquainted, and his

fine social temperament was seen at its best when in congenial company. In

conclusion, Mr. Deans said Mr. Gray had left his mark deep and broad upon

the co-operative movement, both in this land and others, and it would remain

undimmed and undiminished as long as the fabric of co-operation continued to

stand, eloquently testifying to the ability, devotion, and unqualified success

in which he served its highest interests.

Mr. T. Brodrick (Co-operative Wholesale Society) said he had been closely

associated with Mr. Gray and possibly knew his thoughts as well, if not a

little better, than most men. He was very deeply concerned at all times with

the integrity and honest working of the movement, and ever quick and ready

to resent any attack on it from any quarter. When called upon to make a

defence of it he left nothing undone to put before the world the true position

of the movement. A man so full of experience had been taken away far too

soon. After Mr. Neale's departure Mr. Gray had the supreme responsibility

of- the administration of the Co-operative Union and its work, and they all

agreed that he did it to the great honour and advantage of the movement.
He set no limits to his idea of co-operation, and never spared himself, but

preached the movement far and wide. They knew from results all over the

world that the seed he had sown was bringing forth fruit and that in time to

come there would be a ripe harvest. The movement was not advanced enough
even yet for sonie of Mr. Gray's ideas. He felt very keenly want of loyalty,

was ever animated by true and sincere motives, and believed in his heart that

co-operation could be made strong enough to withstand any force brought

against it the world over. The experience Mr. Gray gained in the movement
had been a great asset. With his family they all sincerely deplored Mr.
Gray's loss, but the movement must and would go on. There was no question

of that.

Mr. Robert Halstead (Productive Federation, Leicester), a native of

Walsden and former resident of Hebden Bridge, said he was glad to be

associated with the ceremony, firstly on local, and, secondly, on personal

ground. He was glad that this monument had been erected at the place in
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w hich Mr. Gray spent the early portion of a life that had been of such service

to the co-operative movement. He hoped that- the monument would prove an

appeal and an inspiration to every co-operator in Hebden Bridge, and show

them the level of service which co-operators could aspire to. If there were

two men who had done more than anybody else to help him in the co-operative

movement they were Mr. Joseph Greenwood and Mr. J, C. Gray. He' owed a

great deal to Mr. Gray, both personally and officially as the secretary of the

Productive Federation. Very early in his career he had occasion to seek Mr,

Gray's advice, and it was given with sympathy and also with candour. One

always felt that he was thoroughly sincere in what he said. Mr. Gray

had done a great deal for the co-operative movement generally that the

ordinary co-operator could hardly appreciate, but what had been said would

help them to set a value on the great leader they had lost. By putting up a

permanent token of appreciation they were not only paying a tribute to the

memory of Mr. Gray, but were also doing credit to themselves. He
appreciated all that had been said about him. He was an ideal official,

but one always felt that there was more of the comrade about him than there

was of the official, and that appealed to him as one of his great charms.

They could all remember him as a man who had noble aims in life, and

worked for them amid the growing complexities of a very great movement.

The present harmony in the movement he attributed to the masterly handling

of matters at the administrative centre by Mr. Gray. In his later days his

work was accomplished in suffering, but he was as ardent then as when in

health. He hoped that the work Mr. Gray was enabled to do in the co-

operative movement was but an indication of the greater work that the

co-operative movement would accomplish in the future.

Mr. R. Stewart (chairman, Scottish Co-operative Wholesale Society) said

he yielded to nobody in his admiration of Mr. Gray for the noble work he was

privileged to carry out on behalf of co-operation. To Mr. Gray co-operation

was the gospel of life. By their presence they were paying their homage and

rendering a tribute to his memory, but so long as a co-operative store existed

in the land to a very large extent it stood as a reflex of the work Mr. Gray

had been associated with all his life. Mr. Gray felt that there was something

in co-operation that gave hope to the worker, that brightened the fireside of

the democracies of the world. Feeling that, and being a man that had tho

'i'ourago of his convictions, they need not be surprised to hear from those closely

associated with him the great service which he rendered on behalf of a great

movement. He always felt that he was listening to one who was no sham
when listening to Mr. Gray. His utterances were utterances from deep con-

victions, and many of his sayings were characterised by great wisdom. The
place where they were met was a sacred and hallowed spot ; in that temple

where the gospel had been preached for many years Mr. Gray used to worship^

and within a stone's throw there had now been erected a monument to

perpetuate tho memory of one of the greatest leaders the co-operative move-

ment had ever poueased. The people of Scotland hftd as deep a regard for
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Mr. Gray's memory and as great an admiration for the noble services he

rendered on behalf of the movement and suffering humanity as those in

England. If individuals wished to do anything to perpetuate that memory he

advised them to consecrate themselves afresh to the cause to which Mr. Gray

devoted his life. The movement was a growing one, and Mr. Gray had the

spirit o^ prophecy. He was able to look through the years that were coming,

and he was a man who, undoubtedly, lived before his time. He enunciated

a great principle which many might differ from, but if he could have been

present he would have pleaded for unity and loyalty. Though not present In

the body he (Mr. Stewart) believed his spirit was hovering round. Let each

one of them catch the inspiration that flowed from such a life. Let them go

forward into their districts and do everything possible by striving to maintain

the glorious traditions which had been handed down by the noble men of old,

and then they would be doing something to leave this world a little better than

they found it. On behalf of the Scottish Wholesale Society he desired to pay

a tribute to the memory of a great man.

Mr. J. Shillito (chairman, English Wholesale Society) said he was unable

to attend Mr. Gray's funeral, but he felt a strong desire to come to Hebden
Bridge and take part in the proceedings of that day. It ^eemed like a dream

to him. In front of him was their venerable friend Mr. Joseph Greenwood,

who had, along with himself, watched the career of Mr. Gray from a boy, and

now Mr. Gray had been laid to rest before them. His whole life, from

beginning to end at that little office to the moment of his transference to the

Co-operative Union was before him. He fully and frankly endorsed all that

had been said. It had been his lot to confer and consult with Mr. Gray at

Manchester, to go with him into various countries, to attend conferences at

which he spoke. Mr. Gray was a man of substance, a man of reality. He
never advocated undertakings, and the consequent loss of money, for which

there was no prospect of success. Mr. Gray had given advice to a great many
societies, both in this country and abroad. He remembered liim being made a

magistrate for the city of Manchester. His conduct as chairman of that

Bench on the question of the city police stood as a memorial in Manchester

to-day. Mr. Gray was the arbitrator betwixt police and people, and he did

and said that which was right and just in the interests of the people. This

monument would always stand and remind them of Mr. Gray and his work.

Mr. Gray's absence from the board of management of the Manchester Royal

Infirmary had been greatly regretted by Sir Wm. Cobbett. When he was at

liberty Mr. Gray took his part on that board and made his mark. He was not

wrapped up too closely with the movement in which he was engaged. That

movement stood to-day above all others on account of its integrity. As Sir

Henry Howarth had said it had set up a standard of commercial integrity such

as the world had never known before. Mr. Gray was anxious for that, because

nothing could be higher in the interests of the industrial classes. Nobody
had felt the loss of Mr. Gray more than he had, because they were such

intimate friends. He was so kind and sympathetic. They never disagreed
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when they were abroad, and when they were at home, let the question be ever

so acute and obtuse, they always found a way for a clear and common interest

in the work they were engaged in.

A vote of thanks was passed to Mr, Deans for unveiling the monument
and voicing an appreciation.

Mr. Deans, in reply, said that notwithstanding Mr. Gray's intellectual

({ualities, his powers of administration, and Ins tact and experience, his spirit

and comradeship rose animated and warm over all. He was the very best of

friends, the finest of companions, and the most intellectual of men. His

intercourse with Mr. Gray during his official career would not pass speedily

from his mind or his memory. He believed Mr. Gray's sentiments would be

found guiding the co-operative movement along the path of progress in future.

A vote of thanks being passed to Mr. A. Whitehead for making the

arrangements, he, in the course of a short response, said the staff of the

Co-operative Union never looked on Mr. Gray as a master. He never

grumbled at them if anything went wrong, but talked the matter over with

them in a quiet, gentlemanly way. Every member felt his loss almost as

keenly as his own family did, and if they had an opportunity of expressing

their feelings they would say so.

IX.—AGRICULTURAL AND DISTRIBUTIVE CO-OPERATION.

(See Report 38, *page 11 C.)

REPORT OF THE PROCEEDINGS of the Sixth Conference convened
BY the United Board in accordance with the Resolution passed
AT the Newcastle-on-Tyne Congress, 1909.

The Conference was held on Wednesday, 19th February, 1913, in the

Boardroom ot the Co-operative Union Limited, Manchester, at 10 a.m.

Prksbnt :

—

Reprc^senting the Co-operative Union : Messrs. S. Faitbrother and I).

Mc.Innes.

Kopn-Honting the Co-operative Wholesale Society Limited : Mes.srH. J.

Johns and T. Killon.

Representing the Scottish Co-operative Wholesale Society Limited : Mr.

R. Stewart.

Ropres<'nting the Joint Board for Agricultural Trade: Captain L. A.

Bryan and Mr. A. H. Sadd
Absent :

—

Rev. T. A. Finlay and Mr. H. Barbour (repreeenting the Joint Board of

Agricultural Organisation).

There were also present : Mossra. J. Nugent Harris (Secretary, English

Agricultural Organisation Society), A. Whitehead (Co-operative Union),

and H. C. Gray, together with Memrs. J. Mastin. L Wilson, and Oldham
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(Co-operative Wholesale Society's Buyers), and Messrs. W. H. Press and E.

Hatfield (Organisers of the Agricultural Organisation Society).

Mr. D. Mc.Innes in the chair.

Letters were read from Mr. R. A. Anderson (Irish Agricultural Organi-

sation Society) and Mr. H. Barbour (Joint Board for Agricultural Organisa-

tion) expressing regret at their ^inability to attend.

Mr. Mc.Innes explained the objects for which the conference was formed,

and stated that no meeting had been hold since November, 1910, owing

to the fact that no business had been brought forward. In accordance

with practice, the various organisations represented on the conference had

been circularised, with the result that certain matters had been sent in for

discussion at this meeting.

Minutes.

The report of the last conference, held on 30th November, 1910, was

taken as read and accepted as correct.

1 .—AGRICULTURAL CO-OPERATIVE PRODUCTIVE SOCIETIES AND
POSSIBILITIES OF OVERLAPPING BETWEEN THEM AND
THE CO-OPERATIVE WHOLESALE SOCIETY.

Mr. Harris : I am responsible, I think, for items 1, 2, and 3 of the

agenda. In regard to item 1, I should like to report to the conference that

in many directions in connection with our movement co-operative production

has been commenced—for instance, butter blending, at Clynderwen, which

is an old-established society, combining the purchasing of members' require-

ments and the blending of butter. Other societies are considering the

question of launching out into productive enterprise. There is one in West
Wales, and in the North of England there are indications in this direction.

The Co-operative Wholesale Society has a butter blending factory at Bris-

lington, and there is a fear of overlapping between the Co-operative Wholesale

Society's factory and our society at Clynderwen. It has recently been

reported to me that overtures have been made to the Clynderwen Society

by representatives of the Co-operative Wholesale Society (unofficially),

with a view to seeing if the butter blending factory could not be taken over

by the Co-operative Wholesale Society. This has caused a certain amount
of unrest. Then, quite recently, the Agricultural Organisation Society

have organised a jam factory at Dodford, in Worcestershire, and there is

also a movement on foot to form a jam factory in the Southern Counties.

It is the question of possible overlapping that I wish to discuss this morning.

Mr. Johns : No official overtures have been made by the Co-operative

Wholesale Society to the Clynderwen Society. About eighteen months

ago we were approached unofficially by someone connected with that society,

and our representative at Cardii^ did ask them, unofficially, if they wanted

to sell. The answer was, " No," and the matter dropped. We were not

anxious to purchase the place. We have been taking a good deal of their

butter until recently, but competition has sprung up between us during
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the last yeeur or two—not particularly from our aide, because we were first

in the field. As regards alleged overlapping, we were on the market first,

and we cannot hold our hands because one of the Agricultural Organisation

Society's societies comes into competition with us.

Mr. Harris : We do not ask the Co-operative Wholesale Society to

remove their travellers, or to give up the industry. My object in bringing

this matter forward was to have the matter thrashed out in a friendly manner,

with a view to seeing if some arrangement could not be made to prevent

overlapping to a certain extent.

Mr. Mc.Innes : May we take it, Mr. Harris, with regard to the possible

establishment of butter blending and jam factories, that these industries

are contemplated by societies formed under your auspices, and that you
wish to warn the Co-operative Wholesale Society ?

Mr. Harris : Yes.

Mr. Johns : As regards Clynderwen, the offer was made quite eighteen

months ago. They were then doing about five or six tons per week. I

think it is the Co-operative Wholesale Society who ought to complain of

overlapping, as we were on the market first. We do not, however, wish

to ride roughshod over anyone.

Mr. KiLLON : I should like tu ask for suggestions from Mr. Harris as

to the best means of preventing overlapping.

Mr. Harris : I represent such a small movement as compared with

yours that 1 should prefer any suggestions to come from you.

Captain Bryan : In my opinion the agriculturists are beginning to

wake up, and wish to have a voice in the marketing of their produce, which

has, to a large extent, been taken out of their hands. I should like to see

this change take place without any friction or misunderstanding between

agriculturists and distributers. The meat trade will be developed in the

near future by the agriculturists. The Wexford Society is at present kill-

ing 150 head of cattle per week, and will shortly have an output of £1,000

per day in money value. The prevention of friction between the two move-
ments is, to my mind, a question of higher co-operative politics.

Mr. Mc.Innes : Supposing a society in the agricultural movement
commenco<l to make jam. There are seasons when there is not enough
fruit in this country for the manufacture of jam. They will then have to

go abroad for their fruit, and will come into competition with private firms.

Then it is quite possible they will lose money. The same thing applies to

butter blending.

Mr. Harris : Societies like ours combine half a dozen different activities.

Although they may lose in one particular branch of their trade they can

make up with the profits of other branches.

Blr. Mo.Innks : Has anyone any further observations to make ?

Mr. Sadu : I should like to know if the Co-operative Wholesale Society

is selling root seeds to agricultural societies. Wo, as a society, have sold

them for many years, and have made them one of our specialities. Are wo
to \ye brought into comp<*tition with the Co-operative Wholesale Society ?
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We do not toucli flower seeds or vegetable seeds for private houses. We
supply agricultural societies with mangels, swedes, turnips, cattle cabbage,

clover, and grass seeds, which they sell to their members (farmers).

Mr, Johns : We have not dealt largely in this seed business. We sell

mostly packet seeds.

Mr. Mc.Inner : I understand, Mr. Sadd, that you supply the federated

societies with seed, some of which you grow nnd some of which you import.

and that you desire to extend your field of operation and supply the Co-

operative Wholesale Society.

Mr. Sadd : We should be only too pleased to do so, but that was not

my point. We have supplied several societies for years past, and this year

they brought along quotations from the Co-operative Wholesale Society

for the same seeds.

Mr. Johns : They must have asked for quotations.

Mr. Sadd : I am informed they did not. The societies were the Wilt-

shire Society, West Midlands Society, and South Midlands SocietJ^

Mr. Johns : The West Midland Society does a big trade with us.

Mr. Harris : Two of the societies mentioned by Mr. Sadd are members

of the Co-operative Wholesale Society. A great number of our societies

are joining the Co-operative Wholesale Society. The dividend naturally

attracts them, and they are buying very largely. I see great danger ahead

unless matters can be adjusted. We asked the Co-operative Wholesale

Society on several occasions to form a department to supply the needs of

our movement. When they refused we had to go ahead ourselves, and

now we are doing the work the Co-operative Wholesale Society comes along

and tries to take the business from us.

Mr. Johns : We cannot refuse to supply our own members The

purchases of the West Midlands Society from us amount to £3,600.

Mr. Sadd : We do not want to interfere with the Co-operative Whole-

sale Society in regard to any of the commodities with which they deal ;

but I was wondering, where we are the growers of certain seeds, whether

we could not be left alone in soiling to agricultural societies.

Mr. Johns : We do not invite these societies to join us. If it is your

idea that we should not admit these people, that is a question for our board.

Mr. Harris : I should like to point out that there has never been any

suggestion that our societies should not join the Co-operative Wholesale

Society. Seventy -five per cent of the agricultural societies which have

joined the Co-operative Wholesale Society consulted me before doing so,

and I advised them to join.

Mr. Mc.Innes : I believe the only reason why these societies join the

Co-operative Wholesale Society is because they can do better than going

anywhere else. There will be a closer approach of the agricultural societies

to the Co-operative Wholesale Society. The agricultural societies have

their best friends in the large industrial societies, which are part and parcel

of the Co-operat«ve Wholesale Society.
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Blr. Harris : I have received a letter from the Ck)-operative Wholesale

Society's Cardiff dep6t in which it is stated that certain agricultural societies

in South Wales purchased from the Co-operative Wholesale Society during

the last half of 1911 £11.384, and during the last half of 1912 £23,687, an

increase of £12,303, equal to 108 per cent.

Mr. Johns : I am aware of that, and we ai-e doing a good business with

the Carmarthen Farmers, West Midland Farmers, and Wiltshire Farmers.

From the latter society we have purchased produce to the value of £7,000

during the half year, and they have bought goods from us to the amount
of £3,576.

Mr. Stewart : I hesitate to offer any remarks regarding the matter

under discussion, as it purely affects the English societies. We in Scotland

have creameries—one in Wigtownshire. The Scottish Agricultural Organi-

sation Society held a meeting in the same district, and advised the farmers

to establish a creamery. It is a very small district, and one of the creameries

—either ours or theirs—would have to go to the wall. I do not think this

is a proper spirit to show.

Captain Bryan : That is just the question we are here to talk over.

The farmer thinks he has a more or less vested interest in the sale of his

produce. The same thing has happened in Ireland. The farmers naturally

say, " This is our butter ; we want to sell it."

Mr. KiLLON : I do not question at all the position of the farmer in

having the right to control his produce, but the farmer has to sell his pro-

duce The producer, if left to himself, is helpless, and the consumer is in

the same position. The producer wishes to get the highest price, and the

consumer wants to get the commodity at the lowest price. The whole

weakness, in my opinion, is that there are two organisations instead of one.

So far as I can see, we are making no progress towards a closer union, and,

to ray mind, it is most deplorable that nothing has been done to bring the

producer and consumer closer together. Each side is continuing in its own
particular way, irrespective of the consequences which will follow, unless

some joint action is brought about. No headway can be mtide unless the

two sides are working together for one interest. I am quite satisfied if

some of the leaders would get together and seriously consider this problem,

reducing the largo number of organisations, and making the producer equally

responsible for his produce as the consumer, then, but not until then, we
might arrive at some solution. We have the organisation to deal with the

produce if the other side is rightly organised.

Mr. Harris : I am very pleased to hear Mr. Killon*s remarks. I think

the mcml^ers of this conference will remember that a motion was made
some time ago calling upon the Co-operative Wholesale Society to connnence
an agricultural department. That really was a repetition of a similar request

made by the Agricultural Organisation Society about nine years ago. The
Co-operative Wholesale Society have refused to do this ; therefore, if any
overlapping docs take place, it cannot be placed at the doors of the Agri-

cultural Organisation Society,
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2—AGRICULTURAL CO-OPERATIVE DEPOTS FOR COLLECTION
AND DISTRIBUTION OF FRUIT AND MARKET GARDEN
PRODUCE, AND THE ATTITUDE OF THE CO-OPERATIVE
WHOLESALE SOCIETY TOWARDS THEM.

Mr. Harris : The Agricultural Organisation Society lias recently

approved of the formation of depots for fruit and market garden produce,

as a result of the Small Holdings Act. We are looking forward to a great

increase in fruit and market garden produce in this country. The Board of

Agriculture has recently obtained a grant of £325,000 to develop agricultural

education on technical lines, and is dividing the country into provincial

councils. One of the objects of these councils is to develop farming interests,

and organisers will be appointed who are experts in production. These

organisers will be in touch with the Agricultural Organisation Society's

organisers, who are experts in distribution, the object being to link up the

two. There are great possibilities in view ; therefore I thought it would

be as well to let the conference know what is going on.

Mr. Mc.Innes : Then the possibilities arising from this Agricultural

Organisation may be the establishment of depdts, on the advice of the

Agricultural Organisation Society, for the disposal of the produce of small-

holders ?

Mr. Harri.s : That is so.

Mr. Mastin : Do I understand that they would be semi-government

depots ?

Mr. Harris : Not at all. They would be purely co-operative societies

registered under the Industrial and Provident Societies Act.

Mr. Mc.Innes : The Board of Agriculture will offer facilities to the

agricultural people in this country such as have been afforded to agricul-

turists in other countries. Out of that will arise increased production,

and the producers will need some avenue to dispose of their produce. That

avenue will be pointed out to them by the Agricultural Organisation Society.

Mr. Harris desires to ascertain, I presume, what would be the attitude of

the Co-operative Wholesale Society towards societies of this character.

Mr. Johns : I take it that the attitude of the Co-operative Wholesale

Society would be one of friendliness rather than hostility. I do not know
how the produce would be handled. Our attitude would depend on tho

line they take in disposing of their produce.

Mr. Mc.Innes : There is a market established called the Pershore

Market, to which market the Co-operative Wholesale Society has sent its

buyers, so as to make the market more effective.

Mr. Mastin : We had a man there last year attending the Pershore

Fruit Growers' daily auction. He had been of material service to them.

The Co-operative Wholesale Society has agreed that the buyer shall attend

this season. I understand that the manager of the Derby Society will read

a paper at our Nottingham saleroom this month, and again at Birmingham

saleroom. This will tend to interest those societies which would draw on

Pershore market.

(
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Mr. Harris : I should like to thank Mr. Mastin for that explanation.

The Co-operative Wholesfile Society's attitude towards Pershore has been

of the greatest possible value, and I am hero to-day to express, on behalf

of Pershore market, their thanks for the splendid support the Co-ojierative

Wholesale Society has given them, and I am plea.sed to hear that it is the

intention of the Co-ojierativo Wholesale Sooit^ty to continue the policy

this season. The reference to Pershore market opens up a very interesting

line of thought as regards organisation work in the fruit and market gartlen

industry-. The Agricultural Organisation Society is confronted with rather

a difficult task. The governors of the Agricultural Organisation Society

have decided to try and work two policies. Where markets can be estab-

lished on similar lines to Pershore to organise such markets ; and where
markets cannot be established owing to vested interests to organise dep6t8.

These dep6t8 are not to be retailers. The policy of the Agricultural Organi-

sation Society has always been to fight against farmers entering into retail

business. Some of the societies in the Eastern Counties report to me that

the sympathy shown to them by the Co-operative Wholesale Society's

dep6t at Wisbech is not at all satisfactory, and they state that the buyer

at Wisbech actually goes out of his way to purchase behind their betcks.

I wish a different atmosphere could be created down there.

Mr. Johns : In answer to that, I was not aware there was any difficulty.

Some two years ago the Marshland and Wingland Society entered into a

contract with us which they did not fulfil, and this placed us in a difficulty,

but I believe since then our Middleton Jam Factory has been taking practically

the whole of their fruit. In regard to our own man, he has been told to

encourage the fturmer as far as possible and deal with the Agricultural Society

where he can. If Mr. Harris will give me a list of societies I will see what
can be done.

Mr. Mc.Innes : The Marshland and Wingland Society undertook to

supply the Lincoln Society with certain lines of fruit at an agreed price.

The prices went up, and the Marshland Society did not deliver the fruit.

Mr. Johns : Another case of the same kind. We bought potatoes

from an association of smallholders who put their potatoes together. Otir

price was accepted by the asnociation, and wo sent the sacks to them to

load up. We called in buyers and sold the potatoes, but they were never

deliv»Te<i, nor have the sacks been returnetl.

Mr. Harris : If Mr. Swain (Co-operative Wholesale Society's buyer)

would communicate with me we should be cpiit^e prepared to investigate

this in the interests of both our movements.

3.—CENTRAL ORGANISATIONS AND THEIR RIGHT TO ACV ON
BEHALF OF AFFILIATED SOCIETIES IN MA'ITERS OF DIS-
PUTE BETWEEN SUCH SOCIETIES AND THE CO-OPERATIVE
WHOLESALE SOCIETY.

Mr. Harris : On one or two occasions an affiliated society has written

to me in respect to matters in dispute between it and the Co-operative Whole-
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sale Society, and we have written to the Co-operative Wholesale Society

in regard thereto From the attitude taken up by the Co-operative Whole-
sale Society it would appear as if the3' resented the interference of a third

party. Is this so ?

Mr. KiLLON : Were your letters sent to the connnittee of the Co-operative

Wholesale Society or to the officials ?

Mr. Harris : I am not quite sure on that point.

Mr. KiLLON : If your letters were addressed to officials of the Co-

operative Wholesale Society it is quite possible the committee know nothing

about them.

Mr. Mc.Innes : Where an agricultural society is supplying produce

to the Co-operative Wholesale Society any dispute relating to trade would
be settled by the officials without coming before the board.

Mr. Mastin : I have a recollection that about two years ago a letter

came from the Agricultural Organisation Society in regard to a Welsh society,

and I believe it was explained at the time that the matter in dispute was
entirely between the Agricultural Society and the Co-operative Wholesale

Society and was for them to determine. We should never expect the Co-

operative Union to come in as arbitrator or umpire in a matter in dispute

between the Co-operative Wholesale Society and the retail societies. If

any agricultural society is dissatisfied with the treatment meted out to it

by the Co-operative Wholesale Society its best course is to write to the

committee of the Co-operative Wholesale Society. The committees of the

two societies only are concerned in the matter.

Mr. Harris : I only want the information, but I should like this con-

ference to remember that the secretaries of the farmers' societies are not

as well up in commercial matters as the officials of the industrial movement.
They are groping for knowledge ; therefore they think they ought to have

some body to apply to to help them. The Co-operative Wholesale Society

has, I might say, been of great assistance to our societies in the south by
explaining commercial principles to the officials.

Mr. Harris : In order to show the friendly feeling which exists towards

the Co-operative Wholesale Society, I might point out that the governors

of the Agricultural Organisation Society have refused to supply a list of

affiliated societies to any commercial concern except the Co-operative

Wholesale Society.

4.—DEAD MEAT TRADE.

Captain Bryan : The Irish Agricultural Wholesale Society is now
taking up the disposal of dead meat (cattle, sheep, and pigs). We are

opening up dep6ts, and may ultimately have a stall in the London market
and possibly other districts also. What possibilities are there of joint

working ? At the present time some of the meat we send to the London
market is sold to co-operative buyers, and when we have a stall of our own
we should like to ask for the consideration of co-operative societies when
purchasing their requirements. I should like to warn this conference that
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the American Beef Trust is using its utmost endeavours to get hold of tho

beef trade in England, and it is for us to prevent that if possible.

Mr. Johns : Is it intended to confine this business to the meat trade ?

Do you intend to sell butt«r and eggs ?

Captain Bryan : Yes, we have a depdt for that purpose.

Mr. Johns : It appears to rao you wish us to help you in the meat
trade, and yet you compete against the Co-operative Wholesale Society in

London in the butter trade, &c.

Captain Bryan : Unless the Co-operative Wholesale Society acts as

arbitrator between the two there is bound to be competition.

Mr. Johns : You are out to capture our retail stores as against us.

If you had a working arrangement with us it would be a different thing ;

we cemnot be expected to help you when you are in competition with our-

selves.

Mr. Stewart : Captain Bryan has stated that the position in which

farmers find themselves to-day is owing to the supineness of their clciss,

but I think it was also due to want of capital. As regards the cattle question,

you will remember that at one of the meetings of this conference we in

Scotland offered to assist Ireland in the matter, and I should have thought,

seeing they are now about to make a departure, that mstead of going to

the expense of a manager in the London market, they would have con-

sidered the offer they had from us. We do a trade of £5,000 to £6,000 per

week. We are alrecwiy in the market, and the Irish people are bound to

come into competition with us in Glasgow. Is that co-operation ? We
can deal with the Irish people direct or through their agent, and I am satisfied

they will get the market price from us. We do a large trade in dead meat.

We have at present to take supplies from the private trader, and, all things

being equal, we should much prefer to deal with a co-operative concern.

There must, however, be give and take on both sides, and we have not yet

arrived at that stage. We have a stand in Glasgow market, and the door

18 always open to our Irish friends to send quotations and prices

Mr. KiLLON : Captain Bryan takes the stand that the consumer has

nothing to do with the question at all, and between the production by the

farmer and the Bale to the customer no one has a right to interpose. I

should like to point out that we have the world's produce to deal with, and
the world's produce will determine what the farmer will get for his produce.

Captain Bryan : I said there must be some line of demarcation between
the two interests.

Mr. KiLLON : If the Co-operative Wholesale Society, with its large

number of members, is not the most likely customer to meet the demand
you will have to throw your produce on the open market. The point with

me is whether there, are no possible moans of bringing the two organisations

into one.

Captain Brtan : That is what we want.

Mr. KiLLON : Then how is it to be brought about.
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Mr. Mc.Innes : The point is this : The Irish co-operators intend to

establish a depot in the London market and afterwards in other towns for

the sale of their produce. Some of that produce will come into the hands

of the co-operative buyers. Could we not have a conference of the people

actually concerned with the view of making the Wholesale in England and
Scotland the avenue through which the supplies drawn by distributive

societies should go to those societies ? To my mind, in face of what has

been outlined by Captain Bryan, and also the projects which are being

furthered by the Agricultural Organisation Society, it would be a good thing

if the whole of those concerned in the actual administration of these com-

modities could meet the representatives of the two Wholesale Societies.

Mr. Harris : I would like to suggest that the experts in the different

commodities should meet separately, and each present a report. These

reports could then bo boiled down, and the combined report submitted

to this conference.

Mr. KiLLON : I think it is a very good thing. There ought to be souk;

definite proposals submitted to the next meeting of the conference.

After further discussion it was resolved

—

(a) That a meeting of buyers and sellers be convened by the Co-

operative Union for Wednesday, 12th March, at 10 a.m.

(6) That the next meeting of this conference be held on Wednes-
day, 2nd April, 1913, at 10 a.m.

MEETING OF EXPERTS.

REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS of Meeting of Experts, held at Man-
chester ON Wednesday, 12th March, 1913.

Present :

—

Representing the Co-operative Wholesale Society Limited : Messrs. J.

Holden, W. J. Howard, A. W. Lobb, J. Mastin, W. Matthews, and

L. Wilson.

Representing the Scottish Co-operative Wholesale Society Limited :

Messrs. A. Huggan, M. McCallum, J. McDonald, —McLaren, and

W. Whyte.
Representing the English Agricultural Movement : Messrs. W. H. T.

Hearle (West Midland Farmers), W. Fearnside (Pershore Fruit Market),

R. Maurice (East Anglian Farmers), T. Muir (Anglesey Egg Dep6t),

— Whiteley (Preston and District Farmers), J. W. Welsh (Herts and

Beds Bacon Factory), E. D. Williams (Mona and District Live Stock

Association), A. H. Sadd (Eastern Counties Farmers), F. S. Graff, W.
H. Turner, W. H. Press, and E. Hatfield (representing the Agricultural

Organisation Society).

Representing the Irish Agricultural Movement : Messrs. R. M. Smith,

C. Smiley, and F. J. Cutler (Irish Agricultural Wholesale Society),
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and Mr. J. C. Landy (Wexford Meat Supply and Bacon Factory

Limited).

Mr. A. Whitehead (General Secretary, Co-operative Union) was voted to

the chair.

Mr. Whitehead explained the objects of the conference, and suggested

tliat the meeting should Ix; divided up into three sections

—

(a) Eggs, butter, cheese, bacon, and i>ork, and dead meat

;

(6) Wheat, com, seeds, &c. ;

(c) Jam fruits and fruit and market g£u*den produce ;

and that the representatives of each section should meet in separate rooms,

and afterwards meet together to present a report as to what had been done.

The various sections went thoroughly into the matters remitted to them,

and a useful discussion took place. A most friendly spirit animated the

proceedings, the buyers of the distributive side of the movement- being very

sympathetic towards the idea of buying as much as possible from the agri-

cultural movement, when the price and quality of the produce offered compared

favourably with the terms offered by outside merchants.

From the remarks passed at the various meetings, there is every reason to

hope that there will be an increase of inter-trading between the two movements
in the future

REPORT OF THE PROCEEDINGS of the Seventh Conference convened
BY THE United Board, held on Wednesday, 2nd April, 1913, in

the Boardroom of the Co-operative Union Limited, Manchester,
at 10 A.M

Pri-:sent :

—

Representing the Co-operative Union : Messrs. S. Fairbrother and D.
Mo.Innes.

Representing the Co-operative Wholesale Society Limited : Messrs. J.

Johns and G. Thorpe.

Reprcfler\ting the Scottish Co-oi^erative Wholesale Society Limited

:

Mr. J. Wilson.

Representing the Joint Board for Agricultural Trade : M. A. H. Sadd.

Absent :

—

Rev. T. A. Finlay and Mr. H. Barbour (Joint Board for Agricultural

Organisation) and Captain L. A. Bryan (Joint Board for Agricultural

Trade).

There were also present : Messrs. J. Nugent Harris (secretary, English
Agricultural Organisation Society), A. Whitehead (Co-operative Union),
and H. C. Gray, together with Messrs. J. Mastin, L. Wilson. J. Ho'den, and
A. W. Lobb (Cooperative Wholosalo Society's Buyers), and Mr. E. Hatfield

(Organiser of the Agricultural Organisation SM.inU ^

Mr. D. Mo.Innes in the chair.
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Letters were read from Mr, R, A. Anderson (Irish Agricultural Organi-

sation Society) and Mr. H. Barbour (Joint Board for Agricultural Organisa-

tion) expressing regret at their inability to attend.

Mr. Mc.Innes explained that the conference was convened to consider

the Report of the Meeting of Experts which was held on 12th March.

1.—MINUTES.

The report of the last conference held 19th February, 1913, was taken

as read, and accepted as correct,

2.—REPORT OF MEETING OF EXPERTS.

Mr. Mc.Innes : You have had this report in your hands now for the

last week, and no doubt the various members of the conference have come
prepared to make some observations thereon.

Mr. Johns : To my mind the crux of the whole matter seems to be

embodied in the remarks of Mr. Mastin in regard to the settlement of a

general policy by the boards of the English and Scottish Wholesale Societies.

I have read through the report and cannot find anything which brings us

nearer.

Mr. Thorpe : I have read this report carefully, and I agree with Mr.

Johns that it does not seem to bring us much nearer. My own opinion,

however, is that the laying down of a policy by either the English or Scottish

Wholesale is not the crux of the whole matter as suggested by Mr. Johns.

So far as I can see there is nothing at all to prevent trade being done between

the organisations concerned. All our buyers definitely and distinctly state

that if the agricultural societies have anything to offer, and price, quality,

method of conveyance are right, they are prepared to give sympathetic

and preferential treatment. The time has now come for action, and if the

other side have anything to offer us, then, all things being equal, we are

prepared to meet them. It is of no use to talk about sympathy, there is

very little of it in business. Price and quality is what we have to look at,

and if that is right, preferential treatment will be given to the agricultural

societies. I am in complete sympathy with the agricultural movement,

and am very desirous that business relations should be established. Of

course, we are now in the experimental stage and must move slowly.

Mr. Mc.Innes : At these meetings we have always disassociated our-

selves from the question of sentiment. We do not need to evoke the aid

of sentiment on either side to bring ourselves into closer relationship, I

might point out that the obligations are not all on one side, I think I am
right if I say that the agricultural movement is doing twice or three times

as much trade with the Co-operative Wholesale Society as the Co-operative

Wholesale Society is doing with the agricultural movement. This is a

consideration which should be in all our minds while we are discussing this

question this morning.

Mr. Thorpe : We are quite aware of that, and we presume the agri-

cultural societies would not purchase from the Co-operative Wholesale
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Society unless they were satisfied with the quality of the goods and the

price they paid for same. ^

Mr. Johns : I wish to associate myself with every word Mr. Thorpe

has said, but I am getting a bit tired of simply producing minutes and
nothing more. I admit that at the present time the agricultural societies

are doing twice as much with the Co-operative Wholesale Society as the

Co-operative Wholesale Society with them, and there certainly ought to

be more reciprocity. If the agricultural societies will get their goods to-

gether, and submit them to us, I am sure our buyers will do all they can to

help, but as explained by Mr. Thorpe, price and quality must be right com-
mercially, leaving out all question of sympathy. We are anxious to help

this thing along, but we do not appear to be getting any nearer. If we
can take some practical step, I am sure every member of the Co-operative

Wholesale Society's Board will be glad. The time has certainly come for

action to be taken. The agricultural movement is growing, and unless

something is done we shall be in competition with each other, which would

be a very deplorable thing. Therefore, let our agricultural friends make
a big effort to see what can be done in the way of organising the produce.

Whatever happens to this committee, whether we ask Congress to disband

it, which, to my mind, would not be a bad idea, or not, there is no reason

why the two movements should not work together.

Mr. Wilson : I am in entire sympathy with what has been said by
Messrs. Thorpe and Johns, but the opinion of my Board is that the time

has now come when we should recommend Congress to disband this com-

mittee. So far as the Scottish Organisation Society is concerned, I may
say we have tried for years to get into touch with Mr. Drysdale, and we have

failed absolutely. We do very little business with the agricultural societies

in Scotland, because they never give us any opportunity.

Mr. Mc.Innes : From what I know of the conditions which exist in

several Continental countries my own view is that it would Ijo nothing short

of national disaster if we had in England two movements each of which

liad factories for producing what is used by both movements. There would
be a kind of overlapping which I hope will never be seen in this country.

In my opinion, the way out of the difficulty is to adopt the suggestion which

was made some two years ago, which was that an agricultured department
should bo formed by the Co-operative Wholesale Society.

Mr. Harris : I have listened with considerable intereet to the remarks

made by Mr. Thorpe and Mr. Johns, and also by Mr. W^ilson. Mr. Thorpe
•ay* that it is really a question of price and quality. I think it is a little

more than that, it is a question of organisation as well. Without a definite

policy, price and quality will not be of much value. You must have some-
thing else and, personally, I think it would \ie a great pity if this conunittee

were disbanded. Mr. ThorjK) also said we were in the experimental stage,

uroly when a development is in the experimental stage that is the time
for closer contact not for disbandonmont. All along the Agricultural

10
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Organisation Society has been approaching the Co-operative Wholesale

Society and has been met with the criticism
—

" Oh, you are far too young

yet, wait until you grow bigger, and then we will discuss business." Surely

in the early days of a movement like ours we want a little sympathy and

support—the experimental stage is the most difficult of all. Mr. Johns

says we are not getting any nearer. The Chairman states that the agri-

cultural movement has got distinctly nearer by the fact that we are doing

more trade with your movement than you are with ours. Then, again, I

object to what has been said in regard to the onus being on the agricultural

societies. Why should the onus be on us altogether ? We are a very young

movement, and look for a lead from the older movement. In regard to

Mr. Wilsons remark, of course, wo have nothing whatever to do with the

policy of the Scottish Agricultiu'al Organisation Society. I regret to hear

what Mr. Wilson has said, but we are unable to be of any assistance in that

direction. It would be a pity if there was overlapping in tins country as

indicated by the Chairman. If the committee is disbanded, then we must

go ahead and do the best we can for our side. We are out to assist the

farmers, and we must do our best for them It cannot be said that the

English Agricultural Organisation Society has not done all in its power to

bring about a closer working between the two movements.

Mr. Fairbrother : I have attended all the conferences which have

been held, and I do think the disbandonment of this committee would be

a fatal step. The nearer we get together the more likely are we to come

into closer relationship. Disbandonment would, in my opinion, lead to

a policy of doing nothing, and we should never get any further. I am,

therefore, in favour of the continuance of this committee, but I do think

the representatives from the agricultural side ought to attend the con-

ferences more regularly, and let us know what their ideas are.

Mr. Johns : My opinion is that the conferences, as now constituted, are

not of much use. Our Scottish friends attend here at considerable expense

and there is never anyone to meet them. It seems to me that matters would

be simplified if the representatives of the Co-operative Wholesale Society

and the Enghsh Agricultural Organisation Society met together and dis-

cussed their own affairs. To me the only way of relieving the Scottish

Co-operative Wholesale Society from the position they are in is to disband

this committee and form a new one The establishment of an agricultural

department by the Co-operative Wholesale Society is a matter which we
should take back to our Board, but we should also have to take back

evidence to show that some good might arise from such a policy.

Mr. Thorpp: : T have every sympathy with the agricultural movement
and appreciate the difficulties under which they are working. I do not

believe in the disbandonment of this committee, the time has not yet come

for that, and I think, in speaking of disbandonment, Mr. Johns and Mr
Wilson mean that it is time we started to do something. The agricultural

side has done something, inasmuch as they are doing three times more

business with us than we are doing with them, but as I have said before
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they are doing it on market prices. While we are talking about forming

an agricultural department, lot us be doing some business If there is proper

organisation, and if we can get produce at first hand, I do not see anything

in the way. We can very materially eissist each other in the promotion

of each other's objects. To me it would be a very sad affair indeed if wo
could not come to some arrangement to prevent overlapping. I have every

hope that in the time to come we shall get closer together. I want to help

the agricultural movement and the agricultural movement wants to work
with us, but after all it will come to the old question of quality and price.

I shall do all iii my power to promote business relations. I hope our friends

will not talk any more about disbandonment.

Mr. Johns : As regards the proposal to form an agricultural depart-

ment. There is, of course, the question of railway rates to take into con-

sideration. We could not Ixj expected to accept the produce any little

farmer might send in. The agricultural movement would have to establish

collecting and grading dep6t8 and offer us the produce in bulk, just as the

outside people do. As regards bacon, when the time comes we in London
have promised, quality and price being right, to take the produce of the

co-operative bacon factories. Let the agricultural societies organise, get

their produce together, put it on the market as cheap as other people, and
they will have the preference..

Mr. Wilson : I want to repeat what I said previously. It is no use

bringing representatives from the Scottish Co-operative Wholesale Society

here simply to listen to discussions between the English Co-operative Whole-

sale Society and the English Agricultural Organisation Society. I say here

that the Scottish Co-operative Wholesale Society has carried the agricultural

8ocieti€»s of Scotland on its back right through, and we have at last had to

drop some of them. I do not see why the English Agricultural Organisation

Society should not settle the matter with the English Co-operative Whole-

sale Society even if this committee were disbanded. I cannot see the

neoessity of bringing us regularly from Scotland to discuss matters which
do not concern us.

Mr. Mc.Innes then reviewed the whole of the circumstances leading

up to the appointment of the committee, and went on to say that the United
Board of the Co-operative Union were agreeable to this committee being

continued if that was the desire of tlie committee itself. On the other hand,

if this committee decided to disband and reform itself in another fashion,

that courM^ would no doubt \ie agreed to. As r(>gards the Scottish Wholesale
So<?iety «nd the Scottish Agricultural 0)0|>erative Movement and the Irish

Agricultural Co operative Movement, the n'lations of the three bodies since

the efltablishmcnt of these confertMice meetings by Newcastle Congress,

have not become closer or more reciprocal. Of the agricultural co-operative

movement in Ireland and the English Co-oj)emtive Wholesale Society, the

wiMie may be said—no progress has Ijeon made ; but botwe<Mi the agri.

cultural movement in England and the Co-operative Wholesale Society,
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conditions are different. There is already a considerable amount of inter-

trading, and it is yearly growing in magnitude. Still, closer association

will therefore be an outcome of increasing trading relations, as the disposition

on each side is favourable to. development. The two movements themselves

should now come together, outside of and apart from these conferences,

and devise some way along which they could mutually pursue their course

in any directions they may decide, leaving the other parties to the con-

ference to take their own course in their respective countries, until the time

is ripe for the adoption of similar action. The industrial movement and

the agricultural movement in Scotland and the corresponding movements
in Ireland would be able to proceed further, as in England^ or to decline

to confer as they might respectively decide. Deliberations at these con-

ferences are less productive in results than they would probably be. if

unhampered by influences that are now no nearer association than when
the Congress at Newcastle established these meetings with the view that

something tangible would accrue from them before the following Congress.

Mr. Johns : I agree with your suggestions in their entirety.

Mr. Thorpe : I think all the parties constituting this conference ought

to have a voice in the matter, and they are not all present here to-day.

Mr. Harris : I would like to suggest a modification of the Chairman's

suggestion, viz., that this conference should be divided into sub-conferences

dealing with the various countries. Let us try this for a year to see how it

works. If the arrangement does not work, then let it be for this conference

to say which of the movements are working most amicably together, and

let that committee be a permanent one. As regards Mr. John's suggestion

as to organisation. We are actually carrying out the policy outlined by him

at the present time. We are concentrating supplies and endeavouring to

get the farmer to realise that the methods of fifty years ago do not apply

to-day. I should like, on behalf of our movement, to express the gratitude

we feel to the Co-operative Wholesale Society for stepping into the breach

and taking the tobacco produced in Wales. It will, no doubt, interest the

conference to know that an association is now being brought into existence

to encourage the growth of beet and flax in this country.

Mr. Mc.Innes : While I quite agree in principle with the suggestion

made by Mr. Harris, I think the movement in England has proceeded so

far that a board, comprising representatives of the Trading Board of the

agricultural movement and representatives of the Productive Committee

of the Co-operative Wholesale Society as well as the Grocery Committee,

ought to be formed for the purpose of getting into closer relationship.

Mr. Thorpe : I think all the parties constituting this conference ought

to be invited to a special meeting to discuss this matter.

Mr. Harris : I do not think it necessary to call another conference.

I should say the body to which this recommendation should be made is

Congress. Of course notice would be sent to each party that the resolution

would be brought before Congress, then if any party disagreed they would

have their opportunity when the matter came up for discussion at Congress.
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Mr. Mc.Innes : I have drawn up the following resolution which appears

to nu' to voice the feeling of this meeting, viz. :

—

That Congress be asked to allow this conference to exist for another

year, and that as soon as convenient after Congress a special

meeting of the conference be convened to consider the pro-

posals disou.ssed at this meeting, and which shall be specified

on the notice convening the meeting.

Mr. Wilson : I second that resolution.

The report of the meeting of Experts, held 1 2th March was then approved,

and Mr. Mc.Innes asked if anyone had any observations to -medce.

Mr. Sadd : There was no one from the Co-operative Wholesale Society

at the meeting on 12th March who could give us emy information in regard

to seeds. There ought not to be any overlapping between the Co-operative

Wholesale Society and ourselves on this matter. We produce and import

seeds which we sell to farmers for stock purposes.

Mr. Johns : I cannot say much as to our trade in seeds. I would

suggest that Mr Sadd write to the Grocery Committee of the Co-operative

Wholesale Society in regard to the matter.

Mr. Sadd : I will do so. We are still trying to do business with London
in wheat, but without much satisfaction. The freights are too heavy to

admit of our sending wheat to Manchester and Dunston, but we can ship

to Silvertown. We submit samples to Silvertown, but we do not get a

reply very promptly, sometimes not at all.

Mr. Johns : I cannot understand that, our manager has received

instructions to buy from co-operative sources where possible.

The moeting then closed with the usual vote of thanks to the Chairman.

X.—FOREIGN CONGRESSES.

(See Reiwrt 46, page 126.)

KKPORT OK AUSTRIAN CONGRESS, HELD AT GRATZ, .11 NK, liM2.

Messrs. R. R. Chappkll and A. Whitehead.

I cprcHentative, with Mr. A. Whitehead (Co-operative Union of Great

Untain and Ireland), I attended the Austrian Congress, held at Gratz on

27t)i, 28th, and 2i)th June, 1912. We left Charing Cross, London, at 9 a.m.

on Monday morning, and journeyed as far as Cologne, arriving about

lO-l.'i p.m. Our next stage, on the following day, was as far as Nuremberg,
which we rea(;hod late at night, and were met by Mr. Johns and Mr. T. W.
Allen (Co-o[)erative Wholesale Society directors), who were also on their

way to the Congress to represent the Co-operative VVholcsalo Society, and
from this stage we were associated on our mission to convoy the good wishes

of the co-operators of this country. Early the next day we resumed our
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journey to Vienna, at whith place we arrived about 3-15 p.m. We were met
at the station by Miss Karpeles, daughter of Dr. Karpeles, Vienna, who has

represented the Austrian co-operators at our Congresses. From this time

Miss Karpele.s was our guide, friend, and interpreter. To both father and
daughter we owe a debt of gratitude for their kindness, liut in response to

our thanks they said they felt it a great honour for British co-operators to

be represented at their Congress. We spent the night in Vienna, and in the

morning journeyed to Gratz with Miss Karpeles, in lier motor, arriving in

the afternoon.

The proceedings commenced the same evening with a reception of the

foreign delegates, which was held in a large restaurant, at which there was
a large number of the members of the Gratz Society and other delegates to

the Congress present.

Mr. Pohl (Gratz) presided, and was supported by Dr. Karpeles and

Dr. Renner. l^e chairman, in the name of the Gratz Society, welcomed tlie

delegates, and after a short programme of music, delegates from foreign

countries were asked to speak on behalf of the country they represented.

When the chairman announced the delegates from England were present

and would address the gathering, it was received with very great applause

and enthusiasm. On being called upon, I conveyed to them the good wishes

of our Union, and also for their future prosperity and the goodwill towards

them as a nation, also mentioning our educational work and the organisation

of the Women's Guild, &c. Mr. Johns (speaking in German), for the

Co-operative Wholesale Society, was well received. Mr. Whitehead spoke

a few words on behalf of the International Alliance.

The Congress opened next day in the Rittersal of the Town Hall. There

was not such a large number of delegates present as we are accustomed to

see at our Congresses. There w^ere with us delegates from Germany, Switzer-

land, and Hungary. After the formal opening of Congress, Dr. Karpeles

read a paper on " The Upper House of the Austrian Parliament and tlie

Co-operative Societies," After a short discussion, a resolution was passed

protesting against the decision of the Upper House to refer the law witli

regard to taxes and duties and the facilities to be accorded to industrial and

provident societies to a committee. The Austrian co-operators consider

this an act of hostility to distributive societies. They have not the same

freedom we have in this country, and they are working to have taxation

taken off their profits.

The secretary read the report of tlie committee, which showed an

increase in the number of societies, especially in building societies, which

have increased by over 50 per cent during the year, mainly due to the

measures the Government has taken to further their development. Trade

showed an increase of 10 per cent. The discussion on the report was carried

on with some warmth by the delegates, some of them objecting to any

particular party claiming the movement as theirs.
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Dr. Karpelt's, speaking on the international side oi ilit !..,-», iinni, very

feelingly referred to the great loss they had all suHtained by the death of

Mr. J. C. Gray, and the great service ho liad rendered to Austrian

co-operators during his lifetime. He said Mr. Cray's loss was felt by them
all. His remarks were received with the greatest respect to the memory- of

our late secretary'.

Dr. Renner read a paper on " Building and Housing Societies," and

resolutions were passed on same.

Next day a paper was read by Dr. Frey, on " Industrial Regulations and

the Distributive Societies," criticising the authorities for the attitude they

adopted towards distributive societies, especially that co-operative societies

were classified as industrial enterprises and were made to conform to

industrial regulations. Several resolutions were passed, one as a protest

against a new co-operative law, another to watch and report to the Union

cases of legal judgment which were harmful to them, and also in opposition

to the policy of the middle classes, which was hostile to labour.

Dr Renner was elected president of the Union, and other business

finished the Congress.

We returned to Vienna on Sunday evening, and on Monday visited the

co-operative mill and bakery, which is something of which the Austrian

co-operators can well feel proud. The building stands in a splendid situation,

on a site surrounded by about thirty acres of ground. The corn is brought

by railway wagons to the siding by the mill, and the grain conveyed by
elevators to the top ffoor, and from there to machinery of the most up-to-

date ty|)e, which grinds it into flour, and it is passed to the flour loft

in the bakery. The bakery is everj'thing that can be desired from a hygienic

point. Full-sized baths are provided for the workmen, and it is compulsorj'

that each man must have a bath before commencing work ; suitable overalls

are also provided for them to work in. They work eight hours per shift,

and there are three shifts per twenty-four hours. For the delivery of the

bread th<«y use forty vans and twelve motor vans. We were highly delighted

with what we saw, and to me it was the best and most up-to-date bakerj- it

luus been my lot to visit—the eontlitions for the benefit of the eniploy«''s

wore excellent. The manager told us that some years ago they <«ame to

Kngland to learn, and they went back determined to try and improve on

what they had seen.

This being my first visit to the Continent, I was much impressed with

what I saw. T am convinced that by these inten*hanges of fraternal

gatherings co-operation is paving the way to a better feeling of peace among
the workers of the world.

To Dr. and Miss Kari>elt*H we are indebted for their kindness during

our stay, and ho|)o they will be long spanni lo carry on the work he has so

much at heart.
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REPORT OF THE BELGIAN CONGRESS, HELD AT JOLIMONT,
7th and 8th SEPTEMBER, 1912.

By Mr. H. Archer.

Being instructed to attend this conference, as the representative of the

Co-operative Union of Great Britain and Ireland, I left Dublin on Thursday
morning, 5th September, arriving at my destination on Saturday morning
at 9 a.m., after a truly interesting journey.

The Congress opened at 10 a.m. with reception of the delegates, of

whom there were about 250. Immediately following, the delegates were

shov^Ti through the bakery, one of the best equipped it has been my lot to

see. Everything was scrupulously clean, and they convert 300 sacks of

flour into the staff of life every day. While our Belgian friends bake this

large quantity of bread every day, which supplies the commune for several

miles round Jolimont, they also have a large brewery where they manu-
facture the national beverage, " lager beer." Everything was in full

working order, both in the bakery and brewery, and the various processes

of manufacture were fully explained to the delegates.

The real business of the Congress commenced at 11-30, and a great

ovation was given to the president on his rising to give the annual address.

He was a very fluent speaker, and his remarks were greeted with much
applause, and I learned that he had been reviewing the past year's work.

I may saj' here that, being tlio only delegate from this side, and not knowing
a word of their language, and only meeting one person after leaving

Antwerp who could speak my own tongue, I found it exceedingly difficult

to get the information I desired.

The chief business of the Congress was the consideration of the various

reports of the delegates. Several papers were read, most of them having a

bearing on co-operative production. The delegates were most enthusiastic

throughout the entire proceedings, and, judging by the keenness of the

debates, and at times the constant ringing for order by the chairman, showed
that an unusual amount of interest was being displayed, which I afterwards

learned to be the case.

We adjourned for luncheon at 2 p.m., and after partaking of a most
substantial meal we were then conducted through the grounds, gardens,

and private museum of one of the Cabinet Ministers of the House of Repre-

sentatives, who had very kindly placed guides at our disposal, and which

was all very interesting.

In the evening there was a concert and another reception, at which I

conveyed the sincere good wishes of British and Irisli co-operators, which
were heartily received.

On Sunday the Congress reassembled at 8 a.m., so I had an early break-

fast, and was ol^ to the Congress hall, as I thought, in good time. However,
our Belgian friends believe in getting up early, and the majority of the

delegates were there before the time, waiting for the business to proceed.

One feature of the Congress wliirh struck me very forcibly was the free and
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easy way of tlie delegates. They smoked all the time, and had biscuits and

wine or lager as they chose, to suit their taste. Whatever may be said for

or against it, it certainly prevented all the delegates wishing to speak at once.

The Congress came to a close at 12-30, after wliich we were again enter-

tained. In the afternoon I made tracks for Brussels, and one of my many
experiences was to get arrested, or put under superNnsion, for not travelling in

the portion of the train to which my ticket belonged. I, however, had. made
friends with a few of the delegates who were travelling also, and got out of

the difficulty by paying the excess at Brussels. It is not the English custom

(at least, from a Yorkshireman's view) to put your money in your open hand

and let them take what they wanted. Although I had by this just got a

little knowledge regarding their coinage, I had no other option, as I did not

understand what they were saying, so thought that the best way out of the

difficulty.

My best thcuiks are due to our Belgian friends for the great kindness

which they showed to me, and I deeply regretted I could not thank them as

1 wished, that is in their own language,

I left Antwerp on Monday night and arrived in Dublin on Tuesday

night, weary and tired, but certainly pleased with my very interesting

experience.

REPORT OF DANISH CONGRESS, HELD AT ODENSE,
JUNE, 1912.

By Mb. H. Westbury.

According to appointment, and in company with Messrs. Threadgill

and Dudley (Co-operative Wholesale Society), I attended the Danish Congress

for 1912. held at Odense.

Wo left London on Saturday, Ist June, and, sailing from Harwich the

same evening, we reached Esbjerg the following night, after a passage that

was not an unmixed pleasure to many on board.

On Monday morning wo visited the Esbjorg Dep6t of the Co-operative

Wholesale Society, which has recently been nnich extended to cope with the

increased trade, and I was much interested and pleased with the arrange-

ments for the reception of butter from the outlying creameries, and the

testing, weighing, and despatching of the same to the British depdts, and in

many cases to English retail societies direct. The depdt is a model of

cleanliness.

I.«aving Esbjerg, we journeyed to Odense, and att<»nded the Congress

on 4th June. The Congress assembled at 9 a.m., and was attended by somt*

1,500 representatives. Each delegate was stipplied at the entrance of the

Congress hall with a sluold shaped medallion, which ho affixed to his coat.

This ap[)eared to ensure admission. The chairman of the Danisli Wholesale

Society (Mr. ^. Jdrgensen) opened tlio Congress, and in the course of his

address referred in feeling terms to the decease of our Mr. J. C. Gray. He
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then introduced the foreign delegates, and proceeded to nominate as

president of the Congress Mr. L. Broborg, a member of the Danish ParHament,

This was luianimously agreed to, and Mr. Broberg, upon taking the cliair,

dehvered a commendably brief address, and then railed upon Mr. Threadgill

to address the Congress. He was followed by delegates from Norway,

Sweden, and Germany, tlie various addresses being most cordially received.

The report and balance sheet were then submitted, and a very animated

discussion ensued, in the course of which several speakers ventilated an idea

that was mooted some years ago in connection .with our own Congress,

namely, the advisability of dividing the Congress into sections, to deal with

certain clearly defined subjects, the chief reason advanced being that a

Congress of 1,500 persons was too unwieldy to deal properly with the

business. Several subjects which have engaged the attention of British

co-operators were discussed at this Congress. For instance, some delegates

strongly urged that only trade union labour should be employed in co-opera-

tive concerns, particularly in connection with the business of the Wholesale

Society ; but the chairman stated that, whilst they were strongly in favour

of the principle of trade-unionism, and whilst the Co-operative Wholesale

Society Board paid wages up to, and in some cases 10 per cent above, the

trade union rate, they were not prepared to insist upon membership of a

trade union as a condition of employment. Again, some delegates desired

to bring about an affiliation of the Danish co-operative movement with a

certain political body, but this idea found little favour with the vast majority

of the representatives.

After a long discussion, the report was adopted, and the Congress

proceeded to consider a proposal to erect a co-operative factory for the

manufacture of margarine. To my foreign mind, tlie necessity for a

margarine factory in such a butter producing country as Denmark did not

appear very obvious, but evidently there was a need for it, and the Congress

unanimously resolved that such a factory should be built and equipped at a

co.st of about £25,000. It was also resolved to erect a large stock warehouse

in Copenhagen at a cost of about £11,000.

The insurance of co-operative employes was considered, opinion being

sharply divided upon the matter, and ultimately it was decided to remit tlie

whole matter to the Congress of 1913,

There was a motion upon the agenda calling for the erection of a sugar

refinery, but this was withdrawn in view of the heavy expenditure to which

the Congress had already committed the Co-operative Wholesale Society.

The discussion upon tlie various points was at times somewhat heated,

but Mr. Broberg always had the Congress well in hand, and with genial tact

steered it to a successful close.

With kindly consideration a Danish friend sat with the British delegates

and acted as interpreter throughout the Congress meeting.

In the evening the foreign delegates were entertained to dinner. We
were splendidly received, and our Danish friends showed in an unmistakable
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manner their appreciation of the presence of their foreign brethren, those

from Britain being awarded an exceptionally warm welcome. Mr. Dudley

spoke at this gathering on behalf of the Co-operative Wholesale Society,

whilst I conveye<l to them the fraternal greetings of the members of the

Union, and took tlie opportunity of giving particulars of the progress of the

movement in this country. Mr. Nielson translated our addresses, and at the

close we were accorded a hearty vote of thanks with " musical honours."

Tlie following day we visited the premises of the English Co-operative

Wholesalo Society (said to be the finest of its kind in Denmark), and here

again I was struck with the excellent equipment and the admirable facilities

for storing, handling, and shipping of the enormous quantity of butter, Ac,
which passes through this depot.

Leaving Odense, we visited the Co-operative Wholesalo Society's depot

at Copenhagen, where Mr. Dilworth made our all too brief stay most

enjoyable.

On our homeward journey wo called at Hamburg, visiting the fine

offices of the German Co-operative Wholesale Society. Messrs. Scherling

and Kaufmann received us and showed us through the premises, whicli are

amongst the best of the kind 1 have ever seen.

We arrived back in London on the evening of 1 1th June, after a somewhat
strenuous but very pleasant time.

I have to thank my Board for the privilege of attending this Congress,

and 1 wish also to express my indebtedness to the representatives of the

Co-operative Wholesale Society (Messrs. Threadgill and Dudley), whose

camaraderie helped in largo measure towards the success and enjoyment of

mv visit.

REPORT OF FINNISH CONGRESS, HELD AT ULEABORO,

23rd, 24th, and 25th JUNE, 1912.

By Mr. John Butcher.

Repreeenting tlte Co-operative Union of Groat Britain and Ireland. 1

visiUnl Finland for the pur{)ose of attending the abovo Congress, which was
hold in the People's Palace, Uloiiborg.

Tlio opening ceremony took place at 9 o'clock on Sunday morning,

23rd June, some two hundn^d delegates being present.

Tlie programme of business was of varied description, covering, however,

nuuiy matters of serious import and of great interest to the true-hearted

adherent of co-operation ; and at each one of the meetings it was my
privilege to attend the proceedings were full of animation, evidencing that

keen business spirit which should over be the dominant factor controlling

debates which vitally concern the well-being of a common community.

The initial meeting was formally opentni by Mr. Vaino Tanner (chairman

of the General Committee of the Finnish Co-operative Union), whose rising
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was received by general acclamation. Subsecjuently the foreign delegates

were introduced, after which the annual report of the various co-operative

districts was read by Mr. Arvi Hyttinen, the General Secretary of the Union.

The i-eport, as representing the progress of co-operative ideals in Finland,

was most encouraging. For obvious reasons T speak from verbal information

imparted to mfe afterwards, the report being read in the vernacular.

Following this, a paper was read on the subject of " A Sick Relief Fund
for the Employes of the Distributive Societies of the Union," and, judging

from the manner of the speakers and the feeling introduced by the speeches

in the debate, the paper dealt with matters of great interest, which demanded
their earnest consideration.

In the evening of the same day, and at 7 o'clock, the English delegates

attended an open-air co-operative meeting in a suburb of Uleiiborg, called

Ratinsaari, the meeting being organised by the home co-operative society

and the Finnish Co-operative Wholesale Society. Once more we were made
to realise, by the most apparent interest shown by the audience, that the

Finns are determined to carry into effect the ideals which we in England
know from practical experience result in better conditions of labour, and a

more intelligent and sympathetic understanding between employer and
employed

On the ensuing day, 24th June, the Congress reopened at 9 a.m., the

whole of the delegates arriving punctually and evidently desirous of losing

no time in commencing business.

One of the principal items for discussion was " District Organisation

and Management." Each speaker received the close attention of his audience,

and though at times one noticed evidences of dissent or confirmation, the

Finnish delegates, without exception, maintained a high standard of courtesy

and toleration, which should always characterise the amenities of debate.

The same remarks apply with equal force to another discussion on the

vexed subject of " Credit Trading." Evidently this insidious disease is

already finding its way to Finland. Let us hope that the earnest deliberations

I witnessed will be followed by practical efforts, which shall result in the

accomphshment of the desired object.

After breakfast (12 noon) the foreign delegates were called upon to

address the meeting. My own address took the form of a sliort paper,

condensed for obvious reasons, touching upon the practical rather than the

ideal of our movement. The paper was translated into Finnish and read by
Mr. Arvi Hyttinen. From its reception, one might reasonably conclude

.that our ideals, our aims, our desires, are of great and absorbing interest in

Finland.

The third day of the Congress, 25th June, was practically devoted to

matters directly concerning the Finnish Co-operative Wholesale Society

—

its district organisations, departmental supervision and control, &c., the

debate manifesting great interest in the internal workings of co-operative

management.
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On this particular occasion, the question of the responsibility attaching

to the movement with regard to educational matters was gone into, and, in

my judgment, this apparent desire to instruct the worker—the producer

—

struck the chief, the key-note, of the harmonious gatherings which it was

my priWlege to attend at this Congress.

This may not be the proper place to record the obligations under which

we, the ICnglish delegates, were placed by the genuine concern the Congress

authorities e\nnced for our pleasant sojourn in their midst ; but one is

impelled to acknowledge a sense of our indebtedness, and if we returned to

the Old Country with a wider outlook, a greater zest for co-operative work and

its principles, may we hope that some good result, however sinall, may have

been achieved in Finland by what we, your representatives from England,

at lesisit endonvonred to do.

REPORT OF THE FRENCH CONGRESS, HELD AT TOURS,
28th, 29th, and 30th DECEMBER, 1912.

Co-operative Unity in France.

The principle of co-operative unity had a striking manifestation in

the Congress held at Tours, at which the ancient schism has been healed,

and the two great organisations of French co-operators definitely joined

in one Central Union and one Wholesale Society.

From 1885 to 1896 the movement in France was one and indivisible,

but in the latter year a section of the societies—chiefly those professing

socialist ideals, broke away from the main body, and formed a separate

union, which flourished to a certain extent, on its own lines of progaganda,

and with professions of a particular political faith. Realising that the

ultimate needs of the workers could only be fully realised by a united army,

the friends of our French confrirea have steadily worked for the reunion,

whirh has now, happily, been brought about.

In this work of reconciliation, British co-operators have taken a notable

part, leaving no efforts imdone which might bring the forces into harmony
and effective action. It was, therefore, particulf^rly fitting that a large

British delegation should attend the celebration of the nuptials nf this new
pacU d'unUe, and rejoice with our French friends at the opening of a

new era in their affairs.

Mr. W. Maxwell, as president, and Mr. Anourin Williams, as hon. sec.,

represented the International Co-operative Alliance ; Mr. A. Whitehead,

Mr. Jas. Deans, cuid Mr. H. J. May represented the Co-operative Union ;

and Mr. W. Hemingway, the Co-operative Wholesale Society. Delc^atea

were also present from Germany, Switzerland, Austria, Holland, and
Belgium, and 375 clclogates ropresenttng A03 French societies.

When the delegates arrived at Tours they found the town en fiU, the

French tricolour flying everjrwhere in honour of the Congreae.
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The Congress opened with a grand public meeting, on 28th December,

in the Theatre Francais, presided over by M. de Boyve, founder of the

French Co-operative Union, in the course of which Madame Alice Jouenne,

Messrs. Gide, H^hcs, Poisson, Albert Thomas, and Daud6-Bancel testified

to the absolute agreement of the leaders in the movement on the necessity

for co-operative unity in France.

On Sunday morning, 29th December, the delegates began to assemble

at 9 o'clock, for the examination of their credentials, and just before 10

o'clock the first sitting of Congress was opened by M. Poisson (secretary

of the Confederation des Co-operatives Socialistes), who introduced M. Ch.

Gido as the President of that sitting, which was devoted to the reception

of the foreign delegates.

After a few introductory remarks, the President called on Mr. Maxwell

to speak on behalf of the International Co-operative Alliance.

Mr. W. Maxwell, speaking in French, to the evident delight of the

French delegates, said that he came to bring the felicitations of the Inter-

national Alliance on the very happy step they in France were taking at

that Congress. They were all agreed on the fundamental principles of

co-operation, and that if France was to have an important place in the

co-operative world it must embrace all kinds of true co-operative thought

and effort. They could not afford to dissipate their energies by working

in separate sections, and the reunion established that day would open a

new epoch in their co-operative history. The social dreams of Fourier

and Godin might now be realised if they were loyal to the pledges of that

Congress. Their business as co-cperators was not only to increase their

trade and membership, but to raise their people to a higher social level.

That could only be won by tolerance, enthusiasm, and unity of purpose.

Above all, the unity established that day must be maintained, or there

could be no real progress.

Mr. James Deans followed, on behalf of the Co-operative Union, con-

veying in choice terms the heartiest congratulations to the Congress on

the consummation of their efforts towards unity. Ever practical, he

enjoined upon them the necessity of aiming high in their work, and of leaving

no stone unturned to maintain the conspicuous advance which they had

made. He hoped in the very near future, that French co-operation, united,

would take that prominent place in international co-operation to which

their economic position entitled them.

Mr. Hemingway, on behalf of the Co-operative Wholesale Society,

said : I come to bring you the hearty good wishes of the English Wholesale

Society, and also the congratulations of my colleagues on the success of

the campaign to bring about the fusion of the co-operative forces in France.

It is said :
" Peace hath her victories no less renowned than war." Such

is this, for both parties may fairly claim a victory, seeing that you both

decided by such overwhelming majorities in favour of unity. We earnestly

hope that the advent of the New Year may be the beginning of an era of

progress and advancement far exceeding that of the past.



Foreign Congresses. 223

Mr. Aneurin Williams also spoke for the International Alliance, followed

by Dr. August© Miiller (Germany), M. Pittoni (Austria), M. Pronier (Switzer-

land), M. Serwy (Belgium), and M. Van der Mandere (Holland).

The reception was an exceedingly happy one, and one of its most

fharacteristic features wtis the tact with which it was arranged that the

delegates from other countries should be, as far as possible, thanked in their

own language. It was a delicate attention, typically French, which was

fully appreciated.

The sittings of the Congress proper began at 2 p.m. under the chairman-

ship of M. Barrault (president of the French Wholesale).

MM. Poisson and Alfred Nast (spokesmen for the Unity Committee)

were fully occupied from the outset in replying to the flowing tide of pro-

posals, motions, and amendments.

A Uvely discussion arose on the motion of the Est District Federation

proposing the exclusion from the National Federation of all societies allowing

more than 4 per cent interest on share capital.

After hearing MM. Ed. Martz, Albert Thomas, and Holies, who pointed

out the danger of fixing the rate of interest by rules, the delegates rejected

the motion of the District Federation, whose further propo.sal to limit the

numba* of shares owned by one and the same co-operator also met with

rejection.

Congress than passed a resolution of the Parisian Federation, the scope

of which was that within a period of five years the membership of societies

affiliated to the National Federation should be open to all consumers.

Delegates from the French northern mining districts begged the

Federation to guard against admitting capitalist societies inimical to the

interest of the working classes, and to admit only those societies truly

Kochdalian in character. They were assured by MM. Nast and Poisson

that the federation would exercise due vigilance on this point.

On the morning of the 30th, at 8-30, the delegates met ag&in, with M.
H61i(^ as chairman, in the hall of the Theatre Francais, to resume discussion

on the rules.

Afttjr a lengthy debate, it was decided that candidates for the Central

Board must bo nominated not* by their society but by a society. They
must, moreover, have made the minimum purchases required by the society

pntposing the candidature.

On the queatitm of subscriptions by societies to the National Federation,

thero was a multitude of amendments. The Unity Committee had suggested

5 centimes ((d.) per annum for every 100 francs (£4) of the sales.

Some wanted the subscription dofrayetl out of the net sum available for

dividond ; others wanted it based on the number of members, as in England ;

othere, again, on the number of membeni and on the sales.

.\(. P«iiHSf>n, in charge of this matter, demanded that, in conformity

with the resolution of the Unity Committee, the subsiTiption shottld be

based on turnover. Put to the vote, 381) were for, ami I Tift agaiuHt. payment
baMod on turnover. Fifty-five abstained from voting.
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The business recommenced at 2 p.m., under M. Sellier.

The scale of subscription gave rise to many protests. The committee,

finally, asked for only 3 centimes per 100 francs of the sales, and of these

3 centimes one was to go to the District Federation, and the balance to the

National, after meeting the collective subscription of the societies to the

I.C.A.

In spite of the opposition of a few delegates irom the larger societies,

who proposed a varying lump sum, M. Poisson induced Congress, almost

unanimously, to adopt the scales proposed by the committee. It was,

moreover, understood that societies subscribe, on their own, at least 10

centimes per member per year towards social and special co-operative

propaganda.

As regards the representation of societies at Congress, it was decided

to allow one vote for every 100 francs or fraction thereof of subscription

to the National Federation, and above that figure one additional vote for

every further 100 francs or fraction of 100.

An angry debate was feared on the subject of the trading methods ot

certain district federations, of whom a number in France do not avail them-

selves of the services of the Wholesales. While nominally partisans of the

federal and regional system they pretend to secure better results, ai least

at the moment, than what could be attained by combination, such as is

practised in the co-operative organisations of England, Germany, Switzer-

land, &c. So far, the results do not seem to confirm these theories, but

certain co-operators stick to them most tenaciously.

The spokesmen for these co-operators were MM. Callon (of the Tours

Federation) and Swob (of the Brittany Federation).

M. H61ies (manager of the Wholesale) understood, undoubtedly, the

gravity of the subject and the necessity for appeasing the federal mind,

for he moved, with the consent of the representatives of these district

federations, the resolution below, which was adopted with one dissentient,

and becomes an article of the rules of the National Federation :

—

As it is expedient for societies to concentrate their forces and

organise their methods of buying and producing, this role

belongs essentially to the Wholesale Society. District federa-

tions may, however, in places where the Wholesale has no

saleroom, open buying accounts ; but in every case they

ought, before passing contracts or making purchases, inquire

for prices and terms from the Wholesale, which is to have

preference on equality of price and quality. They may,

further, enter into negotiations for, or produce, articles not

yet of interest to the Wholesale. They may not, however,

market their products outside their district without the con-

sent of the Wholesale. If the question arises of the taking

over by the Wholesale of the undertakings of these district

federations, the joint committee shall, in agreement with

them, fix the terms of the transfer.
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Next, the P.L. and M. Railway Federation delegate stated that they

could not join the new organisation because the one he represented extended

its ramifications throughout France, and the new rules laid down frontiers

limiting the activities of district federations. The boundary question would

certainly have provoked a lengthy controversy, and Congress preferred

to leave its solution in the hands of the Federal Board.

A resolution in favour of international peace was passed with acclamation.

The final business was the election of officers—twenty>one directors,

five substitutes, and five scrutineers, were appointed.

REPORT OF THE GERMAN CONGRESS HELD AT BERLIN,
17th, 18th, and 19th JUNE, 1912.

By Mb. Jas. E. Kilbubn.

I was appointed to attend the German Congress as the representative

of the British Co-operative Union and also of the International Alliance.

I was accompanied by Messrs. Wm, Hemingway and Adam Deans, repre-

senting the English Co-operative Wholesale Society, to both of whom I am
deeply grateful for their kindness and courtesy to me on this the first occasion

it had been my privilege to visit the Continent. They had both been over

the same ground previously, their knowledge of the manners and customs

of the German people was of immense advantage to us, and we were enabled

to move about with greater freedom and facility than must otherwise have

been the case.

We arrived in Berlin on Saturday, 16th June, and found at the EUt^

Hotel that everything had been arranged for the comfort and convenience

of the foreign delegates. As this hotel wets to be the official headquarters

during Congress, we were brought into close contact with the leading

co-operators of Germany.
The welcome accorded to us was of a most cordial character, and we

soon felt we were amongst friends from many lands whose labours,

hopes, and aspirations were kindred to ours. We realised to the fullest

extent that there is something real in the desire for closer contact with those

who, while speaking another language, living and working in other lands,

are econeetly striving for the success of co-operative principles throughout

Che world.

The Congress proceedings commenced by the opening of an exhibition

of co-operative productions on Saturday, 16th June.

On Monday, 17th June, 700 delegates representing 1,160 societies,

nuembled at 6 p.m. for the first sitting of CongrsM. The first hour was

pent Kttening to delightful music and singing that had been provided for

the pleasure and enjoyment of those present, after which the President,

Hsrr Max Radestock (Dresden), delivered an address in which he extended

a ooctbal welcome io all delegates. The ssntimonts he expressed were

enthosiastically received. Afterwards fraternal greetings were extended

17
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to the foreign delegates, and they in turn conveyed the best wishes of their

respective countries, and congratulated the co-operators of Germany on

the magnificent progress they are making in every direction.

In my reply, as the representative of the Union and the Alliance, I said

I was commissioned to offer, in the name of British co-operators, our

sincerest good wishes for their continued success. We had come to extend

the hand of fellowship, and bring to them a messags of peace and goodwill.

In the struggle for industrial freedom we need the help, the sympathy,

and support of the workers in every country to cultivate the spirit of

brotherhood amongst the nations ; while each country may strive for all

that makes for national greatness. We should know that we were comrades

in the world's co-operative commonwealth, and that the movement was
destined to promote peace and concord amongst the nations of the earth.

Mr. Adam Deans spoke on behalf of the Co-operative Wholesale Society,

and referred to the misunderstandings that had arisen between the people

of two of the finest nations in the world, which, he claimed, was the result

of the agitation of a partisan press and interested capitalism. But co-

operation was a great movement which will influence the people of Europe

towards international peace. Our old friend, Dr. Miiller, interpreted all

the speeches of the foreign delegates, and those present evinced a keen and

intelligent interest in the proceedings.

On Tuesday morning 'the delegates reassembled at 9 a.m. and pro-

ceeded to consider the programme for the day, which included the Committee's

Report, General Secretary's Report, Model Rules for Societies, and the forma-

tion of a Co-operative Joint Stock Insurance Fund. In the evening the

delegates and friends visited Luna Park for amusement and recreation.

There were provided concerts, illuminations, and fireworks, and all seemed

to have a very pleasant and enjoyable time together.

The sittings were resumed on Wednesday at 9 a.m. Dr. Miiller intro-

duced the question for discussion of *' The Economic Importance of Retail

Trade." In addition the following matters were dealt with on report, viz.:

—

" Continuation of Classes Commission " with special reference to co-operative

courses, " Employes' Benevolent Fund," and " Working of the Wages
Board."

At 4 p.m. on the same day the foreign delegates were entertained to

a sumptuous banquet at the Elit^ Hotel by the Central Board. The pro-

ceedings were an evidence of the generosity and hospitality of the co-operators

of Germany, and a fitting close to what proved a most profitable and enjoy-

able visit.

We all tender our thanks and gratefully acknowledge the special services

and kindness extended to us by our old friends Dr. Miiller, E. Scherling, and

H. Kaufmann, names so well known to British co-operators, and to whom
much of the splendid progress and success of the movement in Germany
in recent years is due.
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REPORT OF THE NORWEGIAN CONGRESS HELD AT
FREDERIKSHALD, 7th and 8th JUNE, 1912.

By Mr. Andrew Purdie.

As the repreaentative of the Co-operative Union I attended on your

behalf the Congress of the Norwegian Co-operative Union held at

Frederikshald.

I sailed from Granton to Gothenburg, then trained to Christiania, reaching

that town at 10 o'clock on the evening of the 3rd June. On the following

morning I called at the Norwegian Co-operative Wholesale Society Offices

and interviewed Mr. O. Dehli, the manager. I was shown over their

different departments, and their methods of working were explained to

me. The premises appeared to be rather small for the work they had to

accomplish, but it was pointed out to me that they had under consideration

the extension of their buildings.

On the Thursday afternoon I took the train for Frederikshald, and, on

arrival at the station, I found Mr. Hemingway and Mr. Allen of the English

Co-operative Wholesale Society on the platform. They gave me a warm
welcome, and took mo to the hotel where I was to put up during the Congress.

There were two events which went to make the gathering at this

Congress unique. The anniversary of the Norwegian Independence and
the Jubilee of the local society were being celebrated during the time the

Congress was sitting.

The meetings of the Congress were held in the Town Hall, the pro-

ceedings commencing at 8 o'clock in the morning and finishing at 5-30 at

night. Mr. O. Dehli, President of the Norw^ian Co-operative Union,

occupied the chair. There was an excellent gathering of about 90 delegates,

including a number of ladies. In his address, the President spoke on the

development of co-operation in Norway, and touched on many questions

of vital importance to the co-operators of that country.

He referred to the great {assistance rendered to them in years past by
the British Co-operativ« Union, and extended to all the delegates a hearty

welcome on behalf of his union.

I was then called upon as your representative to address the Congress.

I congratulated the co-operators of Norway on their splendid gathering,

and offered them the fraternal greetings of the British oo-operators. I

assured them of our friendship and goodwill, and ouv readineM at any time

to give them our counsel and advice if required. I appealed to them to

send over delegates to our next year's Congress to be held at Aberdeen.

Mr. Heming^'ay, of the English Coooperative Wholesale Society, then

spoke for the International Co-operative Alliance, and Mr. Allen for the

English Co-operative Wholesale Society These speeches were followed

by a few of the other delegates representing other countries. The speeches

in question were well interpreted by Mr. Hartirg, a teacher of languages,

and they seemed to give the audience great satisfaction.

A jDumber of the items on the agenda of business referred to alteration
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of niles. One of the principal resolutions submitted wsis dealing with
" Co-operatora and Parliamentary Representation." This subject was
introduced by the President and created an animated discussion. A good
deal of feeling was introduced, there being keen rivalry for and against.

Another resolution of importance dealt with was " How should a man
work to get the largest number of shares in a co-operative society, and also

what should be done for lapsed members to retain them in membership.'*

This subject also called forth a keen and spirited discussion amongst the

delegates.

After the Congress on the Friday night all the delegates, including a
number of ladies, and accompanied by a splendid Silver Band, sailed to

the beautiful watering place of Stromcar, a distance of 40 miles. The scenery

on the route was magnificent. On the one side you could view the vast

extent of the forests for which this country is famed, and on the other the

beautiful rock-bound coast.

On arrival we adjourned to an hotel where we had supper. The
Chairman of the County Council for the district extended to us a cordial

welcome. A number of toasts were proposed, songs were sung, and speed es

dehvered, and after spending a very pleasant evening, we sailed back to

Frederikshald, reaching our room about 1-30 a.m.

Punctually at 8 o'clock on the Saturday morning the Congress was
again opened, most of the time during the second day was taken up with

the alteration of rules in connection with their union. Votes of thanks

were proposed to the foreign delegates, and to the President for his conduct

in the chair. This concluded a very successful Congress.

On the Saturday night, I attended a concert held in the People's Hall,

Frederikshald, to celebrate the Jubilee of the local society. During the

evening an interesting ceremony took place in honour of the event, a

beautiful flag being unfurled by Mr. Jewell, secretary of the Woodworkers'

Union.

On the Sunday we left for Christiania along with the President of the

Congress and a number of the delegates. Mr. Hemingway and I had a

pressing invitation to visit Homonkollen at night to spend the evening with

Mr. O. DehH and a number of the local co-operators. We were driven by
motor up to the top of the hill where we enjoyed a splendid view of

Christiania and the surrounding country.

On the Monday afternoon, under the auspices of the Christiania societies

and along with the President of the Congress, Mr. Hemingway and I were

taken out into the country to inspect a hospital for consumptives, and also

to visit an open-air school. These institutions were supported by voluntary

contributions. The situation of this well-equipped hospital was of the best.

The environment was all that could be desired for such an important

institution. Away from the smoke and smells of factories, up in the hills

amongst the stately pine trees, there this hospital stood, providing accom-

modation for 120 beds, which, I regret to say, were nearly all occupied.
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We were introduced to the medical officer and his wife, who kindly

showed us over the different wards and explained to us their method of

treatment, and we observed that good food, open air, and sunshine played

a conspicuous part in the treatment of the patients suffering from this

disease.

We were then taken further into the woods to inspect an open-€ur school

for the poor children of Christiania. Although the hour was not late when
we arrived, all the children were in bed, thus giving us an opportunity of

passing through the dormitories. We could not but admire the comfort,

the cleanliness, and the healthy appearance of the children, which reflected

great credit on the medical officer and his staff.

After leaving the hospital and school in question, we were then driven

further out into the country to have a look at the lakes that supply the town
with water. The position of these lakes was weU away from any source

which was likely to cause pollution.

The inhabitants of Christiania are fortunate in having a pure and plentiful

supply of water for domestic and other purposes.

On the Tuesday after Congress, by appointment, I met Mr. Jewell,

secretary' of the Woodworkers' Union, who is a prominent co-operator.

He kindly took me to see the halls and committee-rooms which belong to

the trade-unionists of Christiania. It is called the People's House, and in

this large building 60 of the different trades ha\ 2 their committee-rooms,

and also the halls for their general meetings. They have also their own
printing press, turning out several daily newspapers, and a number of weeklies.

After looking over these buildings I was not surprised to learn of the

remarkable tulvance trade-unionism is making in Norway.
On the Wednesday 1 sailed from Christiania tc Hull on the steamer

"Eskimo," reaching home on Friday aftomoon.

In conclusion I may say that I am highly indebted to the Nom-egian

co-operators for their splendid hospitality, in regard to which nothing was
wanting on their part to make my visit a pleasure, the memory of which
will always live with me.

REPORT OF THE SWEDISH CONGRESS HELD AT UPSALA,
26th jlsd 27th JUNE, 1912.

By Mr. B. Wuxiamh.

1 Ifii iljirwicn in the good ship " Fram " (Forward), one of the Thulo
line steamers. The journey arross, in company of a Canadian trapper,

who had many talen to toll of his adventureH with creatures of the wild

along the Mackenzie river, was most enjoyable. After leaving the vesael

there wer<^ two whole nights spent in railway carriages, which, again, was
quite enjoyed. Stockholm was reached with half a day to spare before

prooeeding to Upaala. Stockholm i» a city od which one could spend
reams of matt«r descriptive of its beauties. Beautifully situated on an
arm of the Baltic, its fine, busy thoroughfares, its tree-shaded squares, and
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noble buildings make a great impression on the visitor. At Upsala I met
Mr. Adam Deans and the late Mr. Warwick, who were to be my companions

at the Congress. The first meeting was called for 9 a.m., with Mr. K.

G. Rosling, who will be remembered as being the Swedish representative

at the Bradford Congress, in the chair. He made an excellent chairman

—

though, to be sure, the duties are comparatively light compared with those

of our own chairmen. I never saw such order maintained at home. For

hour after hour speaker followed speaker without any applause, and I found

it was the custom for the speaker to utter the word " tacka " (thanks) at

the end of his speech. I must say, however, that the English delegates

had a splendid reception. I gathered from all with whom I was able to

converse (and they were fairly numerous, as English is spoken by many)
that the Swedes have the warmest admiration for English institutions and

the English people. After my experiences I can only say that I reciprocate

their kindliest feeUngs towards us. They are a fine people.

Mr. Deans and myself conveyed messages of regard to the Swedish

co-operators at the opening of Congress. Mr. Warwick spoke after Congress,

at the conclusion of a banquet which was given to all the delegates in the

Flustret. This large summer hotel is situated at the foot of the hill on

which stands the great castle built by Gustavus Vase in the sixteenth

century.

The Swedish Ko-operativa Forbundets (Co-operative Union) is also

the Wholesale Society. It was proposed at this Congress to revise the

rules, and a special committee was appointed for the purpose. The new

rules are to state that the Union is a consumers' organisation. Although

it has always been so, this has never before been definitely stated in the

rules. Only consumers' societies will be admitted to membership. It

will also be provided that each society must take one share for every fifty

members, and that this must be paid up within a year. The three estates

of the Union will in future be Congress, the representatives, and the directors.

Congress elects the representatives, and these in turn are to elect the five

directors.

Mr. Axel Pahlmann is the secretary of the Forbundets, and was the

delegate to the Portsmouth Congress. Mr. Pahlmann is a young man,

and will make a name for himself in Swedish co-operation. Mr. Rosling

I have already mentioned. The two gentlemen treated us with splendid

hospitality, showing us the beauties of their capital in such manner that

we wore very loth to leave. Other friends we made were Mr, Soderbom, of

the Insurance Society, who was very keen on learning English ; Miss Agnes

Jonsen, the secretary of the Kvinnogilles (Women's Guild), who receives

much assistance from Miss Fransina Walstrom ; Mr. H. Magnusson, repre-

sentative of the Social Demokraten^ a Stockholm Socialist daily ; and Mr.

Ome, editor of the Ko-operatoren (Co-operative News), who had much to

tell us of the history of Upsala.

After the Congress we accompanied the delegates to the grave of Marten
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Sundell, which lies in an inunense cemetery just outside Stockholm. There

a last mark of respect to this fine young mem, who literally gave his life

to the planting of co-operation in Sweden, was paid in the form of unveiling

a massive granite shaft, rough hewn from the quarries, inscribed with his

name and the information that he had been secretary of the Forbundets

and editor of the Ko-operatoren. Mr. K. G. Rosling performed the ceremony
with simple but impressive phrases.

The three English delegates left Sweden beeuing with them the warmest
feelings of admiration for the splendid people who make their home in that

land of rivers, lakes, and forests.

REPORT OF THE SWISS CONGRESS HELD AT INTERLAKEN,
8th and 9th JUNE, 1912.

By Mr. W. Clayton.

I, along with Messrs. T. Shotton and H. C. Pingstone, of the Co-operative

Wholesale Society, attended the Swiss Congress held at Interlaken, on

8th and 9th June.

The proceedings were held in the Kursaal and began punctually at

8 o'clock, German time, on Saturday the 8th. There were present some
420 odd delegates, and the proceedings throughout were interesting.

The President, Dr. Kundig, was a striking personaUty and his inaugural

ciddress, occupying from fifteen to twenty minutes for delivery, was well

received. After that came the election of vice-president, the custom being

to elect a member of the inviting society to this position.

The reception of the foreign delegates was a tedious affair and might
with advantage have been shortened so far as the speeches were concerned.

We were, however, well received, everything possible being done to make
our visit interesting.

The report showed an increase in trade done by the Union of 4,500,000 fr.

over the previous year, and the profits reached 203,186 fr., which was to

be disposed of as follows :—94,192 fr. to be written off various properties,

&c., 25,000 fr. to Reserve Fund, and 10,000 fr. to be devoted to a proposed

holiday home for co-operators ; 10,000 fr. were also to be placed to the

Boot and Shoe Factory Building Fund, and 9,620 fr. to a Guarantee Fund.
The discussions mainly centred round two items. First, some alteration

in the Union rules, and secondly, a proposal to start a boot and shoe factory

at a cost of 700,000 fr. This was fully discussed and almost unanimously
agreed to, but there was considerable controversy as to where it should

be built. The delegates from Oltem pleaded hard for it to be established

there, but it was finally decided, by a loiige majority, that Basle was the

more suitable place of the two.

Thore was a case of overlapping before the Congreas. To us it did

not teem a very important matter. It waa that of a society selling bread

in another society*8 area. It was asked to desist, and as no defence was
made, we presume it agreed to do so.



332 Foreign Conobbsses.

It waa decided to hold next year's Congress at Zug, and Dr. Kundig
was re-elected president.

There was a suggestion in some quarters that instead of taking up the

time of Congress by hstening to lengthy congratulations by foreign delegates

that these reports should be printed along with the report of the Congress

proceedings, and the foreign delegates content themselves with a few

sentences of welcome. It is a suggestion worth considering.

Taken altogether the Congress was a very successful one, being

characterised by an interest and earnestness in the whole of the proceedings.

REPORT OF THE DUTCH CO-OPERATIVE CONGRESS HELD AT
ROTTERDAM, 25th and 26th OCTOBER, 1912.

By Mr. T. Horkocks.

Along with Messrs. W. E. Dudley and J. E. Johns (representing the

Co-operative Wholesale Society), I attended the Annual Congress of the

Netherlands Co-operative Union, which was held in the Boneski Hall,

Rotterdam, on Friday and Saturday, 25th and 26th October. Our party

left Harwich on Wednesday evening, 23rd October, and, after an uneventful

passage across the briny, we arrived safely in Rotterdam the following

morning, and made our way to the hotel at which our Dutch friends had

arranged for us to stay.

The Congress proceedings began on Friday, 25th October, and imme-

diately after the opening address by Dr. A. Rutgers (the president of the

Union), the foreign delegates were received. On behalf of the Co-operative

Union I then conveyed greetings and good wishes on behalf of the two-and-a-

half million co-operators who compose the British Co-operative Union,

and also spoke on behalf of the International Co-operative Alliance, the

executive of which found it impossible to be directly represented. I dealt

briefly with the progress of the movement in this country, pointing out

what was being done in distribution, production, education, &c.

Mr. J. E. Johns (director. Co-operative Wholesale Society) followed,

and, on behalf of his colleague (Mr, W. E. Dudley) and himself, extended

greetings from the directors of the Co-operative Wholesale Society. He
also dealt with the various activities of the Co-operative Wholesale Society,

and gave details of the progress that was being made in the direction of

catering for their members' requirements.

The speeches were listened to with keen appreciation, and the Chairman

afterwards, speaking on behalf of the Congress, warmly thanked the British

representatives for their attendance and for the information which had

been given.

The annual report was then discussed. It is impossible here to give

full details of all the matters considered, but the following may prove

interesting.

The annual reports of the Union and the Wholesale were accepted,

after lengthy discussion, and on the understanding that, so far as the Whole-
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sale was concerned, efforts would be made to pay a larger dividend to

societies.

It was decided that the capital of the Wholesale Society should be

increased, and that a new building should be erected near the present one,

thus indicating that business is extending.

Proposals for the establishment of classes for the trftining of co-operative

employes were submitted and agreed to

For some considerable time Dr. Romeyn (who attended the British

Congress at Portsmouth) and several other prominent Dutch co-operators

have been trying to establish a co-operative bank, and proposals of a definite

character were submitted to Congress, which, if passed, would have enabled

a bank to be started, and business done with persons and organisations

outside the co-operative movement. The officials and executive of the

Union were of opinion that at present it was not possible to successfully

c€UTy on a bank whose operations should be confined to co-operative societies,

but the delegates thought otherwise, and decided that an inquiry should

be carried out having for its object the formation of a bank, which should

deal with co-operative societies only.

Perhaps the most important and serious item of business de€tlt with

was the question as to whether there should be a separation between the

Co-operative Union and Co-operative Wholesale Society. Up to the present

the two branches have worked under the same constitution, having, of

course, different committees to look after their interests. The opinion had
been gradually gaining ground that, in the best interests of the movement,
the time had eurived when there should be a separation, and a resolution

to this effect was sent in by one of the societies. The executive of the Union
submitted a long report on the matter, and advised etgainst the proposal.

A very keen and at times exciting discussion took place, the result being

that, whilst a separation in principle was negatived, a legal separation was
agreed to.

It was decided to publish their co-operative newspaper bi-weekly in

future instead of monthly.

An inquiry was ordered with regard to the possibility of producing

their own meal.

It was decided to hold the next Congress at Amheim.
On the Friday evening the foreign delegates were entertained to diimer,

when Mr. Dudley voiced the sentiments of the deputation. Before leaving

Holland, on the invitation of our good friends, Mr. Van der Mandero, the

secretary of the Dutch Union, and Dr. Romeyn, we visited one of tlio dis-

tributive societies in The Hague, and were much impressed by the growth
of the distributive movement in that town.

1 desire to express my appreciation of the kind manner in whiclt wc
w«m received at the Congress, and also my thanks to the Board of the Co-

operative Union for allowing me to represent them at this Congress. Such
visits are an education, and must be productive of good results in the future.
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XL—Report of the Representative of the Co-operative Union

attending the Trades Union Congress, held at Newport,

from 2nd to 7th September, 1912.

By Mb. W. H. Bryant.

(See Report 46, page 126.)

On behalf of the Co-operative Union I attended the Forty-fifth Trades

Union Congress, which was held in the Central Hall, Newport, the same

handsome building in which our own Co-operative Congress was held in 1908.

Meeting in the year of the national coal stoppage, and so near to the South

Wales coalfield, great interest was taken by the general public, and throughout

the sittings the visitors' gallery was well patronised and sometimes crowded.

The number of delegates present was 495, a decrease of 28 from the

previous Congress at Newcastle, but the membership represented showed a

great increase, being 2,001,633, or an increase of 339,500.

Fraternal delegates were present as follows :—American Federation of

Labour : Messrs. G. L. Berry and J. H. Walker ; Labour Party : Mr.

Ramsay MacDonald, M.P. ; General Federation of Trade Unions : Mr,

W. A. Appleton ; Government Departments : Messrs. C. J. Drummond and

D. C. Cummings ; Insurance Commission : Mr. D. J. Shackleton ; Co-

operative Union.

The presidential chair was occupied by Mr. W. Thorne, M.P., who proved

himself a bright and breezy chairman, able to quickly appreciate and guide

the discussions during the week. After briefly welcoming the delegates he

informed us of the presence of the Mayor of Newport, who at once proceeded

to give a right hearty welcome on behalf of himself and the Town Council.

Mr. Thorne then gave his presidential address. He dealt with the

tremendous labour unrest of the past year, with political action taken, and

further prospective legislation. He expressed his dissatisfaction with the

Trades Union (No. 2) Bill in relation to the position arising from the

celebrated Osborne judgment. He also dealt with the Franchise, State

Insurance, Education, and other topics. It was an earnest address and

seemed to find a hearty response from all the delegates present. His

utterances, re their strong objection to the passing of any measure of

compulsory arbitration, were particularly enthusiastically received.

The Congress afterwards proceeded to business, and I was somewhat

struck at the difference to our own Congress in the somewhat elaborate pro-

vision of writing conveniences and space provided for the delegates. Elections

for various purposes took up a considerable time before the agenda proper

was commenced. Those who are familiar with the agenda will agree that it

is hopeless in a condensed report, such as this, to convey any adequate idea

of the multitude of subjects down for discussion.

Early in the proceedings it was agreed to work by a time schedule, so as

to ensure that the most urgent and important matters should have adequate
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consideration. Matters affecting the Amalgamated Union of Co-operative

Employes and our movement as a whole cropped up at a few stages of the

proceedings, and from a section of the delegates there appeared to be a some

what hostile attitude, based upon, I fear, some misapprehension. An attempt

was made by Mr. Hallsworth to raise the question of wages paid in our move-

ment, but he was ruled out of order by the president and told to bring any

grievances before the proper tribunal.

It was Thursday midday before the fraternal delegates were called upon

to offer their greetings, and I felt myself slightly handicapped by the fact of

its being time for adjournment to luncheon and the natural restiveness of the

delegates. However, I was most kindly received and attentively listened to

while I conveyed to the Congress, as well as I was able, our goodwill and

strong desire for closer working relationships for the accomplishment of our

mutual aims. While not denying imperfection in our own movement, I

pleaded for their assistance and attendance at our quarterly meetings to aid

and guide the societies, so as to make the objects we both desire more speedily

and more certainly attainable. The manner in which my few candid remarks

were received left a very favourable impression upon me, and I can only say,

in conclusion, that while at times the discussion of some matters bordered upon

the acrimonious, the more abiding impression is that of the enormous field

covered and the great earnestness and ability of the delegates in their attempt

to do something for the solid elevation of the workers.

XII.—Report of the Representative of the Co-operative Union

attending the Conference of the National Union of Teachers, held

at Weston-super-Mare in Easter Week.

By R. R. Pbynne.

(See Report 47, page 127.)

Having been appointed by the South-Western Section of the Co-operative

Union, I attended the National Union of Teachers' Conference at Weston.

The President (Mr. A. W. Dakers) delivered a very thoughtful and
striking address, which represented the teachers* views of the latest

educational developments. The principal points were—that the education

authorities should treat the primary schools with as much generosity as the

secondary ones, that the teachers should be better paid, and that the need

for specialising in training the future workers was not apparent at such an

early age.

After addresses of welcome from the local bodies and representatives

of other institutions, I had opportunity of addressing the delegates. I

reminded them that I also had this pleasure at Plymouth in 1910. Our
common zeal for education was the reason for our exchange of representatives.

Co-operative societies last year earmarked £100»000 for education. If all

this money was not spent in the best possible way, the teachers had oppor-

tunity of assisting to set os on right lines. Many teachers already served us
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in our evening classes ; others took part on our educational and management
committees. To all we extended the right hand of fellowship. To those

that taught, we paid at rates which would compare favourably with town
councils. To those who helped to administer, we gave the respect due to

the expert. Our social importance was such that no course of lessons on
citizenship was complete without a sketch of our attainments and aims. In

these days of enhanced prices, the teachers might do well by participating in

the profits of our movement. Thus they might be invited to join with their

ally on education.

The reception given to these remarks was very gratifying, and should

prove of some little assistance in helping us to understand one another.

The next day, the great event was a speech by Lord Haldane on the

forthcoming educational programme.
Though the room was much crowded, the delegations were treated with

the greatest of courtesy in the care taken for their accommodation. The
suffragettes proved very much in evidence, but eventually the address was
delivered in order. I must confess to a feeling of disappointment at the

lewjk of detail or even of definitiveness of the address.

The gathering continued for two days more, but as the remainder of

the business was that of internal ' organisation, I did not feel justified in

remaining longer. Co-operators, however, will feel pleasure in noting that

the democratic spirit of the National Union of Teachers is more evident

than in 1910.

XIII.—SUMMARISED REPORT OF THE WOMEN'S CO-OPERATIVE

GUILDS.

March, 1912—March, 1913.

I.—ENGLAND.
(See Report 48, page 127.)

The Annual Returns made by the branches had been received wJien

this Report teas written.

Central Committee.

Mrs. Wimhurst (president), Southern

Section.

,, Essery (vice-president), Western

and South-Wcstern Section.

„ Barton (treasurer;, Yorkshire Sec-

tion.

Miss Llewelyn Davies (general secre

tary).

Mrs. Booth, Midland Section.

,, Coffer, Northern Section.

„ Eddie, Lancashire Section.

The membership of the Guild steadily advances, and has increased this

year by between 650 and 1,000 members, bringing the total up to over 28,000.
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Twenty-four new branches have been formed, and a few have broken up,

leaving a total of between 550 and 560.

The Minimum Waqb Scale.

The most memorable event in the year's work has been the adoption of

the minimum wage scale for women by the Co-operative Wholesale Society,

while the general progress of the campaign throughout the movement has been

gratifying.

Co-operative Wholesale Society and the Minimum Wage.

After the defeat of the minimum wage resolution at the quarterly

meeting, December, 1911, we continued our camjmign throughout the country

and prepared for another vote in December, 1912. The following resolution

waa sent in by Enfield Highway and 24 other societies :—

That this meeting considers that the time has now come for the

adoption of the principle of the minimum wage by the Co-

operative Wholesale Society, and that the following Congress

scale for female employes should be put into force at once, so

that the Co-operative Wholesale Society may be able to include

this great reform in its jubilee record in 1914 :—

Age 14 16 16 17 18 19 20

Wages 5s. 7s. 98. lis. 13s. 158. 178.

All societies were circularised, and steps taken, through educational

committees and guild branches, and votes at quarterly meetings, to secure

the support of delegates.

Just before the Co-operative Wholesale Society's quarterly meeting in

December the welcome news reached us that the directors had decided to

immediately adopt the scale for the women workers in the distributive depart-

ments, i.e., the sundries packers at Pelaw-on-Tyne and Silvertown, numbering

about 1,000. In consequence of this announcement in the Co-dperative Whole

•ale Society's Quarterly Report and Balance Sheet, the City of Liverpool

Society sent in the following amendment :

—

That this meeting welcomes the action so far taken by the Co-operative

Wholesale Society directors towards adopting the minimum wage

for female employ&s, and considers that the time has come for the

Co-operative Wholesale Society director! to publicly adopt the

Co-operative Congress minimum scale of wages for all women and

girls employed in the Co-operative Wholsale Society productive

works, as well as distributive departments, and to put the same

into force not later than the beginning of 1914, so that it may be

included in the Co-operative Wholesale Society's jubilee record

in 1914.

This amendment was accepted by the Enfield Highway and other societies

moving the motion, and received the hearty support of the guild, which issued

leaflets calling on delegates to vote for it.
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As is now well known, the amendment was carried. A previous defeat

by 545 votes was turned into a victory by 130, showing very satisfactory

educational progress in a year's time. Articles calling attention to this striking

action on the part of co-operators appeared in the Manchester Guardian,

Daily News and Leader, Daily Chronicle, The Nation, Daily Citizen, Common
Cause, Englishwoman's Review, New Age, and in the local Labour papers

throughout the country. Miss Webb's interesting letters to the News
prove conclusively that our business can stand the rise of wages, and good

conditions should of themselves be found to pay in the future.

Distributive Societies and the Minimum Wage.

The joint committees of the Guild and the Amalgamated Union of

Co-operative Employes have continued their work. Deputations to manage-

ment committees have taken place and the further organisation of the women
employes is now receiving attention. The resolution at the Portsmouth

Congress which called on the United Board, Education Committee, and

Guild to further the minimum wage campaign has resulted in valuable work

being done by the Minimum Wage Sub-committee of the Central Education

Committee, on which our representative, Mrs. Blair, is a member. The
inquiry into the wages paid in distributive societies has brought out useful

information. More and more societies keep coming into line, and there are

now over 250 societies which are paying the scale or bringing wages up to it

The results of the minimum wage campaign promise to be far-reaching.

Effects are already beginning to be seen in the movement towards a closer

alliance with trade-unionists and a great extension of co-operative advertise-

ment and propaganda.

Co-operation and Trade-Unionism.

After the coal strike the guild made an inquiry into the action taken by

societies with regard to (1) help to strikers, (2) the keeping down of prices.

The information most kindly supplied by store secretaries was incorporated in

the paper by Mrs. Eddie, entitled " Labour Uprisings," read at the last Guild

Congress at Hull, where the following resolution was passed :
—

That this Congress enthusiastically welcomes the awakening of the

workers, as shown in the labour uprisings of the past year, and

urges every trade-unionist to become a co-operator, seeing how
valuable co-operation has proved in labour struggles (1) by

building up large money reserves through the stores and the

Co-operative Wholesale Society bank ; and (2) in controlling

prices in the interests of the workers. Further, this Congress

considers that the co-operative movement should support all

Parliamentary action for the extension of the Minimum Wage
Act, and for obtaining reforms in the ownership and control of

land, mines, and railways, so that the workers' position may be

permanently improved and a more equitable distribution of wealth

brought about ; and also recommends all workers to support the
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Co-operative News, and welcomes the establishment of the new
Labour daily press because it will help to secure the unity of the

workers' movements and the true expression of facts concerning

them.

At the sectional conferences a paper entitled " Joint Builders " was read,

showing the need for joint action between co-operators and trade-unionists.

Articles by the general secretary appeared in the News, and a scheme has

been set on foot for propaganda among trade-unionists and their wives, in

which we are having the co-operation of the men's guild. This scheme

proposes deputations to trades councils and trade union branches, joint con-

ferences of men and women unionists and co-operators, socials for trade-

unionists, wives, &c. A leaflet, " To the wives of trade-unionists," has

already been largely distributed. A joint letter from the Central Education

Committee and the Guild was sent to the conference of representatives of the

co-operators, trade-unionists, and Labour Party urging joint action between

the three movements as regards the minimum wage and education.

Co-OPERATIVB Wholesale Society Goods Propaganda.

In close connection with the above movement is a special campaign which

has just been inaugurated by the guild to promote the sale of Co-operative

Wholesale goods. A four-page leaflet has been issued, with various

suggestions, and the help of managers, educational committees, men's guilds,

and Amalgamated Union of Co-operative Employes is being sought. Branches,

on their own account, have already started work.

Other Co-operative Subjects.

Members of sectional councils and distvict committees specialise each year

in some of the guild subjects, with the object of giving addresses on them

and of helping the branches to take practical action about them. In this way
the subjects of Cash Trading, Abolition of Entrance Fees, Open Membership,

and Provision of Sick Room Appliances continue to be brought before the

branches with satisfactory results. Cash trading has been discussed at a

good many of the district conferences, when the Sectional Board has beeo

asked to send its representative on the Anti-Credit Committee to introduce

the subject.

SpBAKBRS' CLA88B8.

We are greatly indebted to the Central Education Committee for

arranging classes with the object of training our members as effective speakers

on our guild subjects. Some 460 students have been enrolled in these claasel,

and the greatest interest and enthusiasm has been aroused. Miss Reddish's

first class at Holyoake House numbered 70, and she i« now carrying on two

more classes (at Liverpool and Burnley), while other classes are being held

with different teachers in Birmingham. Sheffield, Newcastle, Derby, and

London.
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The Citizenship Sub-committee.

lu order to consolidate the work on the citizen subjects taken up by the

guild from time to time, the Central Committee formed a Citizenship Sub-

committee and appointed Miss Margaret Bondfield as secretary. The object

is twofold : (1) To inform branches about legislation and administration

affecting married working women
; (2) to secure the expressions and views of

married working women on these matters. Local correspondents have been

appointed by the District Committees, and the subjects dealt with have been

as follows :

—

The Insurance Act.—The chief work has been in connection with the

Insurance Act as it affects women, and especially as regards maternity benefit.

A deputation waited upon the Insurance Commissioners to press the advantage

of administering maternity benefit in cash, and a memorandum on this question

was sent to insurance committees and approved societies. Action has also

been taken on questions connected with safeguarding the position of midwives

and in opposition to any income limit except that stated in the Act. The

work of insurance committees has been carefully watched, and a large amount

of information supplied to the 67 guild members on these committees. Of

this number, 31 were appointed by the Commissioners (on the nomination of

the industrial women to Insurance Advisory Boards), 22 to represent women
trade-unionists, and 14 to represent deposit contributors or in other ways. In

many cases they are practically the only working women on the committees,

and they are doing most valuable work of an arduous nature.

Women^s Suffrage.—Guild branches earnestly pressed members of Parlia-

ment to vote for the amendments to the Reform Bill, which would enfranchise

married women, the only means of giving the co-operative movement, with its

large women's membership, its du^ weight in securing legislation it needs and

preventing injurious legislation. When the Reform Bill was withdrawn the

Central Committee issued a statement pointing out the hopelessness of a

private member's Bill, and calling on suffragist members of Parliament to

press for a Government measure.

Divorce.—The issue of the Report of the Royal Commission on Divorce

this year is an event of immense importance to the guild. The evidence of

the guild is set out at length, and stands alone in its direct representation of

working-class views. The attempt in the Minority Report to belittle this

evidence was answered by the General Secretary in a letter to the Times. A
paper on the Majority Report, issued by the Central Committee, is to be the

subject of the guild's spring sectional conferences.

School Clinics.—Guild branches have continued to press for the establish-

ment of school clinics in their towns and to arouse public opinion in favour of

adequate schemes. For instance, in Surrey, the county council scheme, which

lias met with a good deal of opposition, has been warmly supported by the

various branches of the guild in the county.

Industrial and Provident Societies Bill.—The legal position as regards
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nomination of heirs by co operators for their co-operative shares, and the need

for a reform of the law, was fully explained in an article in the " Corner."

White Slave Traffic Bill.—The Guild Congress and many branches sent

resolutions to the Government and members of Parliament in support of this

Bill and against the weakening amendments. The Central Committee passed

a resolution against the introduction of the brutalising punishment of flogging

urging instead longer sentences of imprisonment.

Local Government.—A series of articles on "Working Women and

Municipal Administration," by Miss Bondfield, have been published in the
" Corner," and information and leaflets for Poor Law elections supplied to

guild members standing as candidates.

Representation of Women on Co-operative Boards and Committees.

In 46 societies 67 women have been elected on to the management com
mittees, and among these societies are included Huddersfield, City of

Liverpool, Leeds, Bristol, and Woolwich. There are 373 women on the

educational committees of 149 societies. There is still only one woman, Mrs.

Gasson, on the Central Co-of^erative Board. Two other candidates have stood

unsuccessfully, one in the North-Western Section and one in the Midland

Section, A woman candidate is standing for the Co-operative Newspaper
Board. There are three women on the Central Education Committee, two

representing Educational Committees' Associations, and one the Guild. Miss

Kidd (guild cashier) was elected this year on to the Southern Council of the

Amalgamated Union of Co-operative Employes, and is the first woman official

of that body.

Men's Guild.

We congratulate our brother guild on its successful year's work. The
General Secretary of the Women's Guild gave an address at the men's annual

meeting, and plans are in progress for joint action in a national campaign on

trade-unionism and co-operation.

Mrs. Jones' Guild Convalescent Fund. *

The amount received on behalf of this fund and available for grants

during 1912 was £235. ISs. lOd. The number of cases helped were IS^, the

total amount of grants being £188. 4s. 8d. An attractive pictorial pamphlet

by MiM Webb has been issued, price Id.

Funds.

The question of guild funds has been a matter of concern for some years

to the Central Committee, and it will be noticed that this year our balance

sheet shows a deficit of £15. lis. 6d. For a period of eight years no increase

in the grant of £300 kindly assigned to the guild by the Cooperative Union

has been made. We have recognised that the position of the Central Board

was not a favourable one for granting an increase, ttntil the new rate of

subscription came into force. As soon as this occurred the following resolation

was passed at the Guild Congress, at Hull, in 1912 :—

18
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In view of the continuous development of the Guild, and of the fact

that no increase of grant will have been made for seven years,

this Congress earnestly requests the United Board in allotting its

increased income, to increase the annual grant to the guild by

£200, making a total grant of £500.

This resolution was forwarded to the United Board, with a full statement

as regards the financial position of the guild, but we were informed that it

was a question for the Central Board, to whom, therefore, we are making an

appeal this year. The number of branches during this period has increased

by about 150, and the membership by between 7,000 and 8,000, while the

reports of the guild show the continually increasing amount of work done and

its educational effect on our own members and on the movement. Since 1905

it has been necessary to incur the rent and other expenses of an office, which

had previously been provided privately, but the guild has still only two paid

clerks, no payment of any kind being made to the elected officials beyond bare

travelling expenses, except the trifling honorariupas to the sectional secretaries.

The total increase of expenditure has been nearly £300, against which we
have only a reliable increase in income of about £130. Increased expenditure

in various directions is essential if the level of guild work is to be maintained

and advantage taken of the great opportunities now opening out. With an

additional grant of £200, making a total grant of £500, we feel the guild

would be able to carry on its work for many years with success, considering

the number of enthusiastic voluntary workers at our service.

We append below the statement of this year's accounts :

—

Statement of Accounts, 1st January to 31st December, 1912.

RECEIPTS. £ s. A. £ s. d.

To Balance in hand 1st Jan., 1912—Coming-of-Age Fund 88 9 lOi

„ „ „ „ Central Fund 1 9 6|
90 .»)

„ Branch Subscriptions to Central Fund 221 11 4

„ Grant from Co-operative Union 300

„ Donation from Co-operative Wholesale Society 75

„ Special Minimum Wage Fund 57 16 5i
„ Annual Congress Fund

—

Donation from C.W.S JE25

Repaid from Hull Congress Fund 35 14 6
60 14 5

„ Sale of Literature, Badges, Business Booka, and Membership Cards 89 18 IJ

„ Repaid Printing Account 8 6

„ Dividend and Interest 2 19 1

„ Central Fund Deficit 15 11 6

£907 19 10

EXPENDITURE. £ s. d.

By Postage, Telegrams, and Parcels 87 8 3|

„ Stationery 26 9 7^

„ Printing 100 11 3

„ Central Committee Expenses 54 15 6

,, Speakers' Expenses 13 5 7

,, Representatives' Expenses 86 13 11

„ Literature and Badges 51 4 1

„ Grants to Sections 144 10
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EhCPENDITTJRE—con(tnu€((. £ 8. d.

By Honorariums to Sectional Secretaries 47

„ Sectional Conference 16 6

„ Grants to Districts 26 14

„ Classes 7 8 4

„ Annaal Congress Expenses 65 17 7
..Clerks 91 9

.. Office Expenses 69 7 9*

,. Aii.litor 110
.. >,iiidries 10 7

., Mibst-riptions to other Organisations 3 10

.. Cheque Books and Bank Commission 1 2

„ Balance in hand, 31st December. 1912- Coming^of-Age Fund 88 10 lOi

£907 19 10

Examined and foand correct

—

Qeoroe Hines Public Auditor, under the Industria and Provident

and Friendly Societies Acts.

lit March, 1913.

II.—SCOTLAND.

The central council have again much pleasure in submitting for your

approval the annual report and balance sheet for the past year.

The year which we have just completed has been a record one in the

history of the guild. The membership of already existing guilds has slightly

decreased, only a few having shown an increase ; but twenty-four new branches

have been added to our number. We set out at the beginning of the session

fully determined that every woman connected with the movement should

become a member of some branch of the guild, and propaganda meetings were

held at Dumbarton, Kilmarnock, Dundee, Selkirk, Jedburgh, and Chapelhall

All the meetings were well attended, and addresses were delivered by mem*bers

of the central council and the sections. A united effort has been made
throughout, not only to increase the branches and the membership, but also

loyalty to the cause.

The central council held a special meeting in the St. Mungo Hall,

Glasgow, on 19th June, at which Mrs. Buchan presided. Mr. Burgess

(manager of the Co-operative Insurance Society in Scotland) gave a lecture on

"The Insurance Act as it affects Women Workers." Short addresses were

also given by Mr. Gerrard (chairman. United Co-operative Baking Society)

and Mr. Pringle (Scottish Co-operative Insurance Society).

The educational part of the guild work has been well looked after,

addresses, papers, and lectures on the following subjects having been given :

—

" The Insurance Act as it affects Women Workers," " The Reform of the

Poor Law," '• Co-operation and Rising Prices," '* Some Phases of Co-

operation," "The School Child," "Women and Social Problems," "The
Social Progress of the Working Classes," " Cooperative Ideals," "Loyalty,"
"High verauM Low Dividends," "Women and the Temperance Question,"
" Flannelette and its Dangers," " Women's Power and Place in the Co-

operative Movement," *' Are we real Co-operators?" "RaMons for our



244 Repobt of Women's Guild.

Co-operative Faith," " Female Labour in the Nail and Chain Making Trades

and Potteries," " The White Slave Traffic," &c. The educational work in

the branches has also made a marked advancement.

The Sfctions.

The committees of the sections have worked with enthusiasm and earnest-

ness, and left no stone unturned in their endeavours to increase the number

of branches and membership of the guild and the movement. Each section

arranged and held a propaganda meeting under the auspices of the central

council, which we feel sure will be productive of much good to the societies

generally. #

Our Girls.

The central council, at a joint meeting with the sections, agreed that, to

stimulate interest in the principles of co-operation among the younger members
of the guild, they would give prizes to the value of £2. 2s. for the best essays

on "Co-operation : What Is It?" It was agreed that the competition be

open to all guild members from fourteen to eighteen years of age ; essays not

to exceed 500 words.

Coming-of-Age Fund.

At the annual meeting in May, it was agreed that the coming-of-age fund

should be handed over to the Scottish Co-operative Convalescent Homes
Association for the purpose of building and equipping a home of rest for

mothers and chidren, and the central council have made an appeal to the

branches to do their best to raise the sum of £51,500, Some of the branches

have been holding cake and candy sales and concerts, and in various other

ways have been trying to raise money for the fund. Books of bricks have

been sent out to all the branches, and they are selling well. The books

contain ten pages, with twelve penny bricks on each page, which is equal to

ten shillings for each book, and we mean to try our best to sell 2,000 books.

Our Position in the Movement.

We are pleased to report that the number of women on boards of manage-

ment, educational committees, &c., is still increasing.

Annual Meeting.

In the midst of ideal surroundings, and in ideal weather, the annual

national conference of the Scottish Women's Guild was held in Dunfermline,

on Saturday, 18th May, 1912, the place of meeting being St. Margaret's Hall.

Punctually at 11-30 the president (Mrs. Buchan) took the chair. The large

hall was well filled, there being over 500 delegates present, and the scene

presented was an animated one.

Mr. Calder, J. P., on behalf of the entertaining societies, welcomed the

delegates. He alluded to the historical associations and picturesqueness of

the district, and recommended all who had not time to thoroughly explore it

that day to come back and do so.
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Mrs. O'Neil conveyed the greetings of the Irish guildswomen. She was

very pleased she was appointed to visit the national conference of the Scottish

Guild. She felt that an education was always provided by their meeting.

The guild in Ireland was still small, but the members were finding that by

taking up its work they were benefiting not only themselves but the cause of

cooperation. She wished them every success, and trusted that the guild

would prosper in the future.

Mrs. Buchan, in her opening address, dealt with the various matters

having come under the notice of the guild during the year, and the progress

and position of the guild, which showed an increase >of 770 members and the

founding of seven new branches.

Discussion on the Minutes.

The secretary then read the minutes of the couiicil meetings for the twelve

months.

Mrs. Tulloch was re-elected representative of the guild on the committee

of the Co-operative Veterans' Association.

On consideration of the annual report, Mr. A. Young, F.E.I.S., took the

opportunity of returning thanks on behalf of the Convalescent Homes Associa

tion for the gift of £82. 4s. 6d. for furnishing the women's shelter at Seamill.

The auditors—Mrs. Crighton and Mr. Trainer—reported on the balance

sheet of the guild, and Mrs. Crighton paid a tribute to Mrs. Slater and Mrs.

M'Fie for the accuracy with which the books had been kept.

The adoption of the report and balance sheet was moved by Mr. Brown
(Wishaw), and seconded by Mrs. Chalmers (St. Rollox).

The next business was remuneration of office bearers, which, after some

discussion and voting, it was agreed by a large majority to allow to remain as

at present.

The President moved that £2. 2s. be granted to the reception fund of the

International Cooperative Congress. This was seconded by Mrs. Crighton

and agreed to.

The results of the voting for treasurer and auditors was then announced.

It was found that, for the treasurership, Mrs. Beveridge and Mrs. Rough
had each 79 votes; Mrs. M'Lean, 60; Mrs. Higgins, 22; and Mrs. Chalmers,

15. For two auditors : Mrs. Crighton received 185 votes ; Mr. Trainer, 136

;

Mr. Pye, 63; Miss Callen, 39; Mrs. Clelland, 25; and Mrs. Higgins, 30.

Mrs. Crighton and Mr. Trainer were declared elected auditors for the next

year ; and a vote, by show of hands, was taken between Mrs. Beveridge and

Mrs. Rough for the treasurership. which resulted in Mrs. Rongh receiving

79 votes, and Mrs. Beveridge 73. Mrs. Rough was therafore declared elected.

li was agreed that two representatives attend the English Guild Congress,

one from Section I. and one from the Central Council.

As it was then almost 5 p.m., it was agreed that Mr. Burgess's paper on
" The National Insurance Act as it affects Women Workers," be not read,

but that a special meeting of the delegates be called in Glasgow by the central
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council, at which Mr. Burgess consented to read it. Copies of the paper, in

pamphlet form, were distributed at the meeting.

It was agreed, on the motion of Mrs. Buchan, seconded by Mrs. M'Lean,
" That the guild take five shares in the Scottish Holiday Association."

The President intimated that Miss Irwin had sent a strong protest against

such a representative body of women as the Scottish Guild not being repre-

sented on the Insurance Advisory Committee, and it was agreed that the

national conference of the guild make a strong protest.

It was agreed that two representatives from the guild be appointed to the

Scottish Council for Women's Trades, and Mrs. Beveridge was appointed

from the meeting, the central council to appoint another representative, and

Mrs. Laird to retain her position as an individual member of the council.

The President then said they could not allow their two retiring office

bearers to go away without offering them the very best thanks for their

untiring services. They would be lax in their duty if they did not recognise

the great amount of work which they had done in these past years. They had

always had good oflBice bearers, and Mrs. Slater and Mrs. M'Fie had been no

exception. The secretary's duties were growing very arduous, and the

treasurer's purse was becoming a little heavier. She would, therefore, ask

that the appreciation of the conference for their services should be recorded

in the minutes of that day's proceedings. Mrs. Croll seconded, and this was

unanimously agreed to.

Mrs. Laird suggesteo'that the central council appoint a Parliamentary

Bills Committee, and this was also agreed to.

The President then introduced the new secretary and treasurer to the

meeting, and Mrs. Hunter and Mrs. Rough thanked the delegates for having

elected them, and promised to do their best to merit the confidence reposed in

them.

Mr. M'Connell, in a humorous speech, moved a vote of thanks to Mr.

Burgess for having attended the meeting and for his willingness to read his

paper at another time, which was accorded with acclamation. Similar

compliments having been accorded to Mrs. O'Neil (Irish Guild delegate) and

to the President, the meeting terminated.

Conferences with Sectional Committees.

The central council and the committees of the five sections met in con-

ference in the Scottish Section Rooms, Wallace Street, Glasgow, on

Wednesday, 14th August. Mrs. Buchan (president of the guild) occupied the

chair. The General Secretary read the minute calling the meeting.

Mrs. Buchan then said she had much pleasure in welcoming the delegates

to the conference, the first that had been held with the committees of the

sections. The idea of the combined conference was to concentrate all their

forces, so that a united effort could be made in the coming session. This being

the twenty-first year of the guild, she hoped it would be made a record year
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of work done for the guild and the movement, and that all would do their

very best to make the coming-of-age memorial one that would be worthy of

the Scottish Co-operative Women's GuUd.

All the sections reported good work done last session, and that they were

looking foj'.vard to a busy session, when they hoped a number of new branches

would be formed.

Next business was suggestions for the winter's work. It was unanimously

agreed to hold propaganda meetings in Ayrshire, Dumbarton, Lanark,

Jedburgh, and Dundee.

Mrs M'Lean (president of Section IV.) suggested that a great demonstra-

tion be held to celebrate the coming-of-age of the guild, and this was

unanimously agreed to.

The coming-of-age fund was then discussed, and all the sections gave

hopeful reports of what was to be done for the fund in the coming session.

Visitation of the branches was then discussed, and it was agreed that the

sectional committees should attend at the opening and closing socials ; the

central council to visit on the usual guild nights when requested.

A vote of thanks to Mrs. Buchan for presiding concluded the business.

Tea was provided by the Scottish Co-operative Wholesale Society in their

dining-rooms, Morrison Street. The General Secretary moved a vote of

thanks to the directors for their kindness in entertaining the delegates. Mrs.

M'Lean moved a vote of thanks to the central council for providing such an

opportunity of meeting together as the conference had afforded. Mrs. Buchan
(president) replied for the central council, and said that the conference had

been one of the most interesting in the history of the guild, and she hoped

that many more conferences of such a nature would be held. This terminated

the proceedings.

The central council met in conference with the committees of the various

sections in Kinning Park Hall, Coburg Street, on Tuesday afternoon. 11th

February, 1913.

Mrs. Buchan (president of the council) presided, and in welcoming the

delegates, said they were met to further a common cause, and, as leaders

chosen by the popular vote, it was their duty to have constantly before them
the wishes and the needs of the guildswomen who had elected them. With
them lay the making or the marring of the association, and it behoved them
to give their whole minds to the business, so that the rocks and shoals ahead

might be avoided. Their business that day was to consider the work of the

coming year, in which she had no doubt they were all deeply interested, and
she would begin by asking Mrs. Hunter to read the excerpt of the minute
calling the meeting.

Mrs. Hunter read the excerpt of the minute, and Mrs. M'Lean asked if

anything had been done with regard to the suggestions made at the August
conference, and was informed by the President that all had been done •»

suggested.
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Tea was provided at the close by Kinning Park Society.

We congratulate St. Cuthbert's Eastern Branch on being the premier

branch in Scotland, with a membership of 243 ; and we are also pleased to

add to our number the following new branches, viz. :—Johnstone, Port

Glasgow, Bridge of Weir, Saltcoats, Gourock, Catrine, Barkip, Greenock

East End, Petershill Road (Parkhead, Shettleston), Lennoxtown, Duntocher,

Carluke, Kincardine, Tullibody, High Bonnybridge, Dennyloanhead, Bo'ness,

Calderbank, Ferniegair, Selkirk, Portobello, and Buckhaven. The number

of branches now stands at 157, with a combined membership of 12,420, an

increase of 990 over last year.

The central council tender their grateful thanks to the Co-operative

Union, the Scottish Co-operative Wholesale Society, the United Co-operative

Baking Society, the Scottish Co-operator, the Laundry Association, and the

Hamilton Baking Society for their grants ; the Dunfermline, Cowdenbeath,

Kelty, Lochgelly, Burntisland, Pathhead and Sinclairtown, Dysart, Methil,

and Leven societies for entertaining the delegates at the annual meeting ; the

Scottish Co-operative Wholesale Society and Kinning Park Society for enter-

taining the central council and section committees at their conferences ; and

the Scottish Section for the use of room for council meetings.

The following is the financial statement for the year 1912 :

—

Scottish Co-operative Women's Guild Balance Sheet.

23rd February till 31st May, 1912.

Income. £ s. d.

To Balance, as per last Report 77 11 1

Grant from S.C.W.S. Ltd 5

,, Scottish Co-operator .. 2 2

„ Hamilton Bakery ..100
,, Scottish Co-operative

,, Laundry 1 10
Subscriptions—Burnbank 3 4

„ Glengarnock 5
Song Books 18 2
Printing (Section III.) 4
Interest on Bank Account 10 6

4 1

Expenditure. £ s. d.

By Auditors' Fees and Expenses 118
,, Expenses of Annual Meeting ... 4 10 5

„ Special Conference — President
and Secretary 2

,, Secretary's Salary 5

,, Treasurer's Salary 2

,, Delegates—Ordinary 3

„ Central Council Expenses .

.

„ Printing 88 6

„ Postages—Secretary 2 9

„ Shares—Co-op. Convalescent
Homes Limited 3

„ Shares—Co-op. Newspaper 1 2
„ Cash on hand 15 19

9 14

4 1

Scottish Co-operative Women's

Income. £ b. d.

To Balance, as per la>t Report .... 15 19 7
,, Grant from Co-operative Union. .100

U.C.B.S. Ltd 5

,, Song Books 1 10 1

,, Printing (Sections) 10 4 10
,, Clydebank Branches 1 12 4

,, Branch Subscriptions 4fi 2 7
„ Interest on Co-op. Newspaper ..010

Carried forward 180 10 5

Guild Balance Sheet, 1912-13.

Expenditure. jE h. d.

By Grants to Sections 15

„ Conference Subscriptions—Ten
at 2s. 6d. each 1 5

„ Auditors' Fees and Expenses 1 12 11

,, Special Conferenceswith Sections 10 5 1

„ Donation— Veterans' Association. 110
„ Donation — National Vigilance

Association 5

Carriedforward 29 9
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Bromghi fom«rd
£ 8. d.

180 10 6

Audited—
James Trainer.
Helen Criohton.

£180 10 5

£ B. d.
Broughtforward 29 9

By Scottish Defence Association 110
„ International Alliance AflSliation

Fee 12

„ Seoretary's Salary (three qaarters) 7 10

„ Trearurer's „ „ 8 15

„ Postage -Secretary 4

„ „ Treasurer 6
„ Council Expenses 82 19 9

„ „ Delegations 1117
„ Propaganda Meetings 8 17 2

„ Delegates' Expenses—Veterans'
Meetings 14 8

„ Printing 9 8
„ Scottish Central Committee on

Education 8
„ Song Books 6
„ International Congress Reception

Fund 2 2

„ Irish Delegation and Expenses ..229
„ Two Delegates to English Con-

gress 7 6
„ Shares — Co-operative Convales-

cent Homes Ltd 3
„ Shares—Holiday Homes Associa-

tion 5

„ Shares—Co-operative Newspaper
Society Ltd 1 8 4

..CashinBank 40
„ Cash on hand 17 8

£180 10 6

M. Hunter, General Secretary.

in.—IRELAND.

We have to report a year of success in connection with the work of our

guild. We continue to make steady progress, and while we have no great

achievement to record we are satisfied that we have accomplished a good deal

considering the hindrances to progress that we have occasionally encountered.

At the present time we have 10 branches, with a membership of 418, which

shows an increase of one branch and 32 members over last year, which we
consider very encouraging.

Financially, we are in a more fortunate position than in any previooi year,

ai, in addition to the usual grant of £15 given us by the Co-operative Union,

the Belfast Society and Lisburn Society very kindly assisted as in our funds

by contributing £2. 2s. and £1 respectively, for which we are very grateful

and which will prove of much benefit to us in our work.

Perhaps the most important event of the year was the opening of two new
branches, one in York Road, Belfast, and one in Queenstown, in the South cf

Ireland. The York Road Branch, Belfast, had been in request for some
time, but the difficulty of getting a meeting place stood in the way until the

opening of the new hall in Frederick Street, in which the use of a room was
kindly granted by the educational committee. The branch was opened by the

Qeneral Secretary on the 13th February, and gave every promise of being a
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successful branch. The Queenstown Branch was opened under the most

promising circumstances ; the meeting which was organised for the purpose

of putting forward the claims of the guild movement was attended by over

100 women, and the branch was inaugurated with a membership of 54, with a

prospect of an enlarged membership later on. The branch numbers amongst

its members very capable women, and a splendid spirit permeates the member-

ship, and altogether great hopes are entertained of its success.

Advantage was taken of the journey south of the General Secretary to

visit the branches en route, and Dublin and Rosslare Harbour were found to

be in a very flourishing condition. The other branches have been visited by

the officers of the guild as opportunity offered, and have been found to be

getting along well.

We would have had a larger membership to report but for the lapse of

Cork branch. This branch never seemed to make headway, and from shortly

after its opening seemed to languish and the executive had to recognise

ultimately, despite all their efforts, that it was hopeless, so we look on it now
as lapsed. The cause of the defection was owing principally to carelessness

on the part of the members, due, perhaps, to an inadequate conception of the

possibilities of the work, and an absence of enthusiasm of the spirit necessary

to give a desire to continue the work. We regretted this, as we had spent

both money and time in the hope that some better result would have followed,

but we feel to some extent compensated for our loss in Cork by what has been

achieved in Queenstown, which lies quite convenient.

In all the other branches the work is carried on fairly vigorously and

with much success. The work is much of the same nature as reported on in

previous years. An effort is being made to impress branches with the

importance of cultivating the desire for co-operative knowledge amongst its

members to a greater extent than formerly, and principally through the means

of lectures, papers, addresses, and literature, or in any way that may attain

this object

We are indebted to all who have assisted us, either financially or in

speaking on our behalf, and hope the support thus given may be continued.

The following is the financial statement for the twelve months ending

31st March, 1913 :—

Expenditure. £ s. d.

By Executive Meetings 4 13 9i
,, Annual Meeting 2 7 5

„ Delegate to S.C.W.G 16
,, Irish Co-operative Conference

Association 3 2 11

,, Grant—Newtownards Branch 10
,, Expenses to Queenstown 2 19 7

,, ,, Newtownards 5 2

„ Printing Account 2 19 6
,, Secretary's Salary 2

„ Postage 19 3

,, Balance—Belfast Co-op. Society.. 11 13 7

M in Treasurer's hands .

.

8 5 4

Receipts. £ s. d.

To Balance '. 13 3 2i
,, Grant Co-operative Union 15

„ Affiliation Fees 2 16 8

„ Grant—Belfast Society 2 2

„ „ U.CB.8 2

„ „ Lisbum Society 1

„ Interest 10 8

Audited

—

Wm. M. Knox

£36 12 6i £86 12 6^
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XIV.-THE INTERNATIONAL CO-OPERATIVE ALLIANCE.

(See Report 49, page 127.)

SUBSCRIPTIONS AND DONATIONS FOR 1912.

Ck>antry.

Argentine
Austria
Hungary
Belgium
Bulgaria
Canada
Cyprus
Denmark
France
Germany
India
lUly
Japan
Netherlands . .

.

Norway
Roumania
Russia
Finland
Servia

Spain
Sweden
Switzerland . . .

United Kingdom
United States...

Total

Subscriptions
and

£>onationB for 1912.

£ s.

1 4
144 6
64 12
32 2

11

6 4

1

28 14
60 16
309 17

12

22 15
12

23 14

12 8
16 9
21 7

34 4

10
2 6

39 19
85 16

649 12
3 17

d.

6
9

9
4

8

10

4

10

7

1

6
a
8
6
6

Subscriptions
ana

Donations for 1911.

1063 4 6

k s.

1 4
125 16

65 11

37 13
12

1 12

1

28 15
72 4

301 4

5 12

22 10
12

22 3
12 8
10 10
22 18
28 16
10 10
1 16

22 10

76 14
668 8

8 4

1488
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REPORTS OF THE SECTIONS AND

DISTRICT ASSOCIATIONS.

-WVW\/^^^V\/<\A/V\^

(1) XREL^T^NID.

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE OF THE CO-OPERATIVE
UNION LIMITED IN IRELAND, AND OF THE IRISH CO-

OPERATIVE CONFERENCE ASSOCIATION.

Since last Congress t«n meetings have been held. The following is a

statement of the attendances :

—

Present. Absent.

Mr. H. Archer 7 3

Mr. H. A. Barbour 3 7

Mr. R. Fleming 9 1

Mr. W. Gray 10 —
Mr. W. M. Knox 10 —
Mr. W. J. McGuffin 10 —
Mr. J. Palmer 10 —
Mr. T. Horrocks (representing the United Board) 5 5

The following officers officiated during the year :

—

Chairman (to end of 1912) Mr. R. Fleming.

„ (from beginning of 1913) Mr. J. Palmer.

Treasurer Mr. H. Archer.

Editor of " Wheatshenf" {Irish issue) Mr. W. M. Knox.

Secretary (to end of 1912) Mr. W. M. Knox.

„ (from beginning of 1913) Mr. R. Fleming.

Mr. Archer represented the Union at the Belgian Congress, held at

Jolimont, Haine St. Paul, on 7th September.
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I

Messrs. Archer and Fleming represented the Executive at the annual

conference of the Irish Agricultural Organisation Society held in Dublin, on

18th and 19th November.

Messrs. Archer and Fleming were appointed to represent the Executive

on the Central Board.

Reports of the propaganda work carried on by the secretary have been

submitted monthly. Two societies have been registered during the year under

the auspices of the executive, viz., Middletown (co. Armagh) and Whealt (co.

Fermanagh). The former carries on a duplex trade, collecting eggs and butter

from members and customers and retailing grocery and agricultural goods.

Considerable opposition has been experienced, egg dealers on the one hand

forcing up prices against the society, and private trades on the other reducing

selling prices in many cases to cost. The first balance sheet, covering a period

of ten months, has just been issued, and shows, after providing for all

expenses, a net profit of £16, which, considering the strenuous opposition that

has had to be faced, is very satisfactory.

The movements mentioned in the last report to form societies at Water

ford and Ballyclare have proved abortive, and in both cases the provisional

committees have been dissolved and the moneys collected returned to the

subscribers. In the former place the trouble arose from discord amongst

intending members arising out of the Irish railway strike; at the latter place

religious and political animosities were deliberately stirred up, and, while the

committee remained unaffected, it was deemed advisable to take no further

action meantime. At Magherafelt and Castledawson (also as a result of

political unrest) matters are hanging fire. In response to inquiries, visits

have been paid and meetings held at Randalstown, Bangor, Londonderry,

Dromara, Upperlands, Sligo, Dublin, Coleraine, and Dundalk. Provisional

committees have been formed at the two last-named places ; in Dundalk

prospects of the immediate establishment of a society are good. The society

at Ready (co. Armagh) has been causing some anxiety, and an endeavour made
to amalgamate the society with the Armagh (City) Society failed to obtain

sufficient support. This has had the effect of stirring some enthusiasm and

determination on the part of the committee, and the prospects of the society

are somewhat bright«r.

The old-established society at Suffolk, situate between the territories of

Belfast and Lisburn societies, has been amalgamated with the latter.

Visits have been paid to a number of agricultural societies, which either

propose to open or have opened distributive departments. Visits have also

been paid to a number of societies, non-members of the Union, with a view

to securing their affiliation.

Numerous inquiries from all parts of the country, which surely presage

progress in the future, have been dealt with by correspondence.

The Secretary having been appointed a Public Auditor under the

Industrial and Provident Societies Act, hM conducted in that capacity

quarterly audits for the following societies, vis. :—Ballymena, Coalisland,
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Cork, Drumaness, Enniskillen, Lame, Newtownards, Queenstown, and

Rosslare Harbour.

The societies in the South—Cork, Queenstown, and Rosslare Harbour

—

continue to make fair headway. The more recently established societies at

Drumaness and Enniskillen are making most satisfactory progress. A good

deal of enthusiasm has been manifested of late by isolated parties desirous of

establishing societies in the City of Dublin. The executive are making an

endeavoui- to get these groups to join forces with the existing society, believing

that such a policy, if carried into effect, would best tend to the consolidation

and progress of the movement. Altogether, the outlook in Ireland is brighter

than it has appeared for some years.

Subjoined is a statement of expenses paid by the Co-operative Union

during the year 1912 :

—

Receipts. £ s. d.

To Balance in hand 14 1

„ Cash from Central Office 57 G

£58 1

Expenditure. £ s. d.

By Meetings of Executive 30 6 1

„ Conferences and Deputations 9 11 1

„ Postages and Printing 12 11

„ Special Propaganda— Dublin .. 7 10

„ Secretary's Salary • 10

£58 1

The Conference Association.

Owing to the growth in the number of societies arrangements have been

made for the holding of separate conferences in the Northern and Southern

districts in the spring and autumn, and a joint annual conference in the

summer.

The northern conferences were held at Ballymena and Portadown, where

papers were read respectively by the Secretary on " Banking and Its Relation

to Co-operation," and by Mr. Howard on " The Development of Distributive

Co-operation in Ireland."

The southern conferences were both held in Dublin, where papers a-ere

read respectively by Mr. Knox and Mr. McMillan on " Co-operation in

Ulster" and "Co-operation and Trade-unionism."

The annual conference was held in Belfast.

A special conference of managers and secretaries was held in Belfast, at

which a paper was read by Mr. G. W. Martin on " The Buying, Pricing, and

Selling of Goods."

A special meeting was held at Belfast, under the auspices of the associa-

tion, to consider the working of the National Health Insurance Act.

It is with regret that the decease of Mr. A. C. Husband has to be

recorded. The conference at Portadown expressed by resolution its deep

sense of the loss incurred to the movement, and forwarded a message of

condolence to Mrs. Husband and family. Mr. Husband was the first secretary

of the association, and the founder of the Belfast Society, and, when Ireland

constituted a section of the Union, he sat as its representative on the United

Board.
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The following is the cash statement of the Association for 1912 :

—

Receipts.
To Balance from 1911

„ Subscriptions—
Armagh
A.U.C.E. (Belfast)
Ballymena
Belfast
fork
t'oalisland
Duhlin Industrial
Drumaness
Enniskillen
I.C.W.Guild
Lame
Lisbum
Lucan
Portadown
Queenstown
Kosslare
U.C.B.8

„ Bonus Investment Sec.
Newtownards .

,. Advertisements—U.C.B.8
„ Composition late Dublin Society.
„ Audit Fees

£ s. d.

28 2 8

16 7
1 14 2
1 12 11

21
2

2
8
14

1 14
16

4 8
18

1 2

5

6 9
7 10
1 8

4
6
7

4

6
2 5

4
2

5
1 6
3 5
1 14
54 18

By

£134 11 8

Expenditure. S, s. d.

Printing 4 6 4

Audit Expenses 44 2 7
Conferences-

Dublin . 7 9
Ballymena 9 19 4

Belfast 28 17 6
Portadown 10 14
Dublin 5 15

Lantern Slides and Repairs 2 14
Carriage on Books 5
Postages 3 3 3
Cash in hand, December, 1912 .

.

17 5 8

Audited—
John B. Taylor.

jei34 11 8

J. Palmer, Chairman.

R. Fleming, Secretary.
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(2) MIlDlaT^NlD SECTION.

The attendances of the members of the Board have been as below :

—

Present. Absent. Possible.

1
M'r. D. Baiiey

|
8 ... . — . ... 8

Mr. G. Bastard 10 ... ... 10

Mr. J. Butcher 7
. *3 . . .. 10

... 10

... 10

Mr, S. Butler 10 .

.

Mr. W. J. Douse 10 ...

Mr, G. Harris 10 • — . ... 10

... 10Mr. J. Langley 10 ...

Mr. W. Millerchip 10 ...

1 .

. . . 10

... 10Mr. J. Millington 9 ...

Mr. F. Rankin 10 ...

: I
:

... 10

... 10Mr. C, A. W, Saxton 10 ...

* Sick (2) and on Deputation (1).

Honorary Members.

Mr. E. L. Griffiths. Mr. D Mc.Innes. Mr. S Redfern.

Mr. W. W. Smith. Mr, G. Woodhouse.

The following appointments were made at the first meeting, held at

Portsmouth, 29th May, 1912:—

Chairman : Mr. G. Bastard,

Treasurer : Mr. D. Bailey. (Mr. W. J. Douse appointed on death of

Mr. Bailey).

Secretary : Mr. Ghas, A. W, Saxton.

Representatives

—

On the United Board Messrs, Millerchip and Rankin.

,, Educational Committee MV Rovf/l-n

„ Joint Propaganda Committee IVIr Bailey

For Production and matters relating thereto Mr "Ruof.or/i

On Sectional GJioral Association Committee Mr Ttuf/^Vi/:.!.

„ Educational Association CommAttee Mr, Butler,

„ Exhibitions and Demonstrations Com Mr. Douse.

On Notts. District Arbitration Committee M
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In commencing our report we wish to place on record the loss the Board

and the movement has sustained through the death of our old colleague, Mr.

Duncan Bailey, the oldest member of the Central Board, who died, suddenly,

at Cannock Railway Station, on 11th January, 1913, when on his way to

attend a conference. For upwards of forty years he had been a fearless

advocate of the principles of co-operation, and he was looked upon as the

father of the movement in the Midlands. He was esteemed and respected by

all with whom he came in contact, and his work will be long and gratefully

remembered by his colleagues and by the numerous societies to which his

services were so often and ungrudgingly given.

Since our last report two members of the Board, viz., Messrs. D.

Mc.Innes and S. Red fern, have retired, the former after 26 years' service, 21

of which he acted as secretary. On leaving the Board their colleagues

expressed the regret they all felt on their retirement, and paid tribute t-o the

valuable services both gentlemen had rendered during their membership, and

expressed a hope that whenever possible they would attend the usual

monthly meetings as honorary members.

Subscriptions to the Co-operative Union.

At the annual meeting of the Board and district secretaries this question

came up for consideration, and all present promised to use their influence to

induce societies to agree to the new conditions, the opinion being that the

societies in the section would loyally support the Union. The confirmation

of this will be found in the statistical return.

Propaganda.

As usual, active propaganda work has been done in various parts of the

section. The services of Mr. Griffiths have been given by the Joint Pro-

paganda Committee, and he, together with members of the Board and the

district associations, have canvassed and held public meetings at the following

places, viz., Ringstead, Spalding, West Bromwich. Netherfield, Whitchurch,

Cromford, Milford, Langley Green, Oldbury, and Craven Arms. The result

of our efforts in this direction so far remain to be seen, but West Bromwich
and Spalding have opened new branch shops, and Soho proposes taking a shop

at Langley Green. Where assistance has been given to weak societies an

improvement has taken place. We propose to continue and, if possible, to

further develop our work in this direction with the assistance of the district

associations. Our main policy is not to encourage the formation of new
societies, but rather to extend the scope of those already in existence by
endeavouring to persuade them to open branch shops or commence a van

delivery with that end in view in districts not yet touched by cooperation.

As a case in point, an application was recently made to the Board for

assistance in the formation of a new society at Great Houghton, a village a

few miles from Northampton, and we have advised the partipR concerned to

approach the Northampton Committee with a view to them opening a branch.
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General Position,

The movement generally shows marked improvement during the past year,

and particularly is this so in the large centres of industry, sales and membei-
ship showing large increases. This is particularly gratifying, especially in

the Birmingham area, where the movement appears at last to be taking a

good hold, and we look forward to the future with confidence.

Two productive societies—one at Worcester, the Basket Makers Limited,

and the other the Midland Sheet Metal Workers—have gone into liquidation,

and are now numbered among those that have failed in their attempt to solvt

the labour problem by Vo-operation in production.

Overlapping.

The Board has been appealed to in several instances since their last report,

and in each case suggested amalgamation, but, so far, the advice has not been

acted on. It is pleasing, however, to be able to state that an agreement, re

boundaries, has been signed by the Ripley and Lea and Holloway societies.

Conferences.

Sectional conferences have been held at Birmingham, Grantham, Welling-

borough, Rugby, and Derby. At the first three places the conferences were

held concurrently, and a paper prepared by Mr. D. Mc.Innes, entitled " The
International Co-operative Alliance," was read at each. The object in

selecting the subject for discussion was with a view to obtaining greater

support for the Alliance, more especially owing to the International Congress

being held in Scotland in 1913. At the close of the discussion a resolution

was passed pledging delegates to use their influence in the direction named,

and we believe we have enhanced the interest of societies in the work of the

Alliance.

The conference at Rugby was held in connection with the local society's

jubilee celebrations, and was attended by a very large number of delegates.

The subject discussed was a paper prepared and read by Mr. W. J. Douse on
" Co-operation and Multiple Shops." Great interest was taken in the subject

owing to the competition of the large syndicates and combines societies have

to contend with.

The concluding conference was held at Derby. Here Mr. Mercer's paper,

prepared by the request of the Minimum Wage Sub-committee, and entitled

" The Co-operative Movement and a Minimum Wage for Co-operative

Employes," was read and created a lively discussion.

The conferences have been well attended, and the discussions well

maintained.

We cannot conclude our report without acknowledging the valuable

assistance given by the district associations in supplementing our efforts to

make the movement a real live means for improving the conditions of the

masses.

Geo. Bastard, Chairman.

Chas. a. W. Saxton, Secretarv.
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REPORTS OF THE DISTRICT ASSOCIATIONS.

No. 1.

—

Northampton and Earls Barton.

Executive Committee.

Mr.W. Rogers (chairman),Northampton.

„ G. T. James (secretary), Moulton.

„ C. Richardson, Northampton.

„ W. Mellows, Harpole.

„ A. C. Minney, Yardley Hastings.

Mr. J. Packer, Long Buckby.

„ G. Faulkner, Moulton.

„ C. Cooper, Earls Barton.

„ R. York, Daventry.

„ G. Arthurs, Pitsford.

In submitting our annual report for the last year the movement in this

district shows steady progress. Four conferences and five executive meetings

have been held during the year.

The first conference was a united one at Wellingborough, held on 27th

April, when Mr. H. J. May (secretary of the Southern Section) read a paper

on "Co-operation and the National Insurance Act," Numerous questions

were asked, and one which aroused a good deal of interest. Mr. May, in

answer to this one, said that from 30 to 40 per cent of the members of

co-operative societies were uninsured, and therefore there was good ground

for such a society as that proposed.

The second conference was held at Daventry, on 11th May, 1912, when
Mr. P. Simpson introduced the following subject for discussion :

—" Loyalty

to the Co-operative Society," Mr, S, Butler represented the Sectional Board.

A good discussion followed.

The third conference was held at Little Brington, the home of the

Washington family, the great American statesman, Mr, Rae's paper, " The
Unification of the Co-operative Forces," was discussed, Mr. Rogers (North-

ampton) opening the discussion. A resolution was passed unanimously

protesting against any alteration in the statutes and regulations of the London
L'niversity, which would close it to external students or diminish the

opportunities now afforded for attaining an external degree, A copy of the

resolution was forwarded to the President of the Board of Education, tho

Secretary, and the Royal Commission on the London University. The Registrar

of the University wrote saying that he observes with much satisfaction the

interest taken in the question by societies and trusts the example may be widely

followed. The Prime Minister and the Board of Education and the Com-
mission sent acknowledgments to the resolution passed by the association.

The fourth conference was held at Hackleton, on 2l8t September, 1912.

when a discussion took place on " The Co-operative Union and its im|>ortance

to Societies." Mr, Ci. Bastard (Si'ctional Board) answered several questions

as to the need of the Union's existence.

The Northampton Society has had a record year for trade, doing over

£100,000, and has opened its new and up-to-date bakery, which contains every

convenience for trade and the comfort of the operative bakery employ^, and
is run on trade union hours of labour and rate of wages. The opening

ceremony took place on Saturday, 7th December, 1912, Mr. Will Rodgen
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(president of the society) presiding. Mr. J. E. Johns represented the Co-

operative Wholesale Society, and Mr. G. Bastard the Co-operative Union, and

delegates were present from upwards of thirty .societies. The bakery is the

only one in the town which is working under trade union rate of pay and hours

of labour. The Educational Committee of the society have got up a useful

programme, and such well-known men as Philip Snowden, M.P., and G. N.

Barnes, M.P., have given lectures. The Co-operative Wholesale Society

lectures were ably given by Mr. G. F. Foxley.

The Women's Guild, which has upwards of 100 members, is valuable as

a social medium through which members become better acquainted with each

other.

The children's classes were a qualified success, and at the annual tea on

26th September the successful student, Master Coxford, received quite an

ovation from his fellow-students on rising to receive his prize. Miss Smith

and Mr. Coleman are the teachers of the children's classes. The society has

also organised a choir, under the leadership of Mr. G. S. Clements, while

Mr. J. 0. Tootell is the acting secretary.

The manager (Mr. W. Metcalf) and the secretary (Mr. Hornsey) have

again courteously assisted the district committee in the holding of their

executive meetings, &c.

The drapery department of the society is still progressing under the

management of Mr. S. Gerrard.

The Managers' Association holds its meetings at Northampton, and is

increasing in its membership, and some useful papers have been read. Mr.

Cure (Rushden Society) is the secretary. The objects of the association are to

better fit its members for the positions they occupy, and to promote the best

interests of the societies they represent.

The Co-operative Wholesale Society's depot is still increasing in trade

under the direction of Mr. A. Baker, and the drapery department under the

direction of Mr. G. Pearson. The audit department has now a number of

societies, and Mr. W. Kay acts as public auditor in the district.

The district executive have assisted at the meetings in the district and

given information to societies making inquiries as far as was in their power.

The Daventry Society paid two claims during the June quarter in

connection with the Collective Life Insurance Scheme, the society having

adopted the scheme, as mentioned in our last report.

The Brixworth Society have launched out with their building scheme and

erected several cottages ; also opened a branch store at the other end of the

village.

The attendance at our conferences has been well maintained.

The attention of the executive has been called by some inhabitants of

Great Houghton to the fact that there are several persons desirous of starting

a co-operative society at this village for the purchasing of feeding stuffs for

their cattle, sale of groceries, and procuring small holdings of land, &c. The

district committee have appointed Messrs. James and Minney, with two
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representatives of the Northampton Society, to confer with the Houghton
people on the matter.

The societies at Earls Barton, Long Buckby, Cogenhoe, Brafield, Yardley

Hastings, and Harlestone are holding their own, and the district in general

has done a good trade during the year.

There are several small holding societies in this district, but they have

given us no returns. The Moulton one is still plodding along, and, with a

little enthusiasm, might enter into other branches of intensive culture, but

.some of the members are well in the system of growing for market produce.

That their credit bank may help along the other members to solve the land

question is our earnest wish.

The following is the financial statement for the year 1912 :

—

Receipts. £ 8. d.

To Cash in band. Ist January, 1912..016
„ Grant from Co-operative Union.. 10 7 11

„ Snbscriptions from Societies .... 2 15

„ Co-operative Insurance Society.. 5

„ Cash due to Treasurer, Slst Dec,
19ia 4 6

Audited—
George Faolkmbb.

£IZ 18 11

Expenditure.
By Attendances-Executive Meetings
„ „ District Conferences..
„ „ Sectional Conferences,

etc

,, Deputations to Societies 2

,, General Printing and Stationery . 7
„ Postages and Carriage 12

„ Hire of Room 2

„ Delegate to Congress 8

s. d.

18 2

JBIS 13 11

G. T. Ja.mes, Secretary.

No. 2.

—

Kettering and Wellingbokouoh.

Executive Committee.

Mr. J. Catlin (president), Wollaston. Mr. C. Stokes, Burton Latimer.

A. J. Foulds (secretary), Kettering.

T. Panther, Kettering.

Cr. Marlow, Desborough.

G. Brigstock, Wellingborough.

C. Groom, Raunds.

W. H. Richardson, Market Harbro*.

Although we regret the lack of interest shown by the bulk of our members
U> the far-reaching effect, both moral and economic, that could be accomplished

by a more effective application of the principles that underlie our movement,

yet there is much that has been accomplished during the past year that should

fill us with renewed hope and inspiration as we look forward into the future.

New developments, both productive and distributive, have been undertaken

by some societies, and we trust they will be procluctive of much good to the

movement. This end can only be accomplished by a judicious uniting of the

forces that make for industrial emancipation and a nobler democracy. Then
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shall we continue to march forward with increased vigour to that inheritance

which, although it may not flow with milk and honey, yet it may be possible

for men and women to live a decent and respectable life.

We have held four executive meetings, four conferences, and one special

conference during the year. This special conference was held at Welling-

borough, on Saturday, 27th April, when Mr. H. J. May (Southern Section)

read his paper on " Co-operators and the Insurance Act."

The first conference was held at Kettering, on Saturday, 17th

February, when a very interesting paper was read by Mr. S. York (chairman

of Kettering Industrial Society's Educational Committee). Subject :

" Co-operative Miscellany." Mr. G. Brigstock (president of the district) was

elected to attend Congress.

The second conference was held at Thrapston, on Saturday, 11th

May, when a very instructive paper was prepared and read by Mr. C. Stokes

(secretary of the Burton Latimer Society). Subject :
" Stocktaking and the

Balance Sheet." Nominations for the district officers were made at this

meeting.

The third conference was held at the village of Raunds, on Saturday,

31st August, when Messrs. Brigstock, Panther, and Groom gave an interesting

account of the Portsmouth Congress.

The fourth conference was held at Higham Ferrers, on Saturday,

30th November, when Mr. W. J. Douse's paper on " Co-operators and the

Multiple Shop " was read by Mr. Threadgill (Co-operative Wholesale Society)

in the absence of Mr. Douse, who arrived later in the afternoon.

The attendance of delegates to all the conferences has been well main-

tained, and we trust that the subjects discussed will be helpful to the

movement in the district.

We regret the trouble and inconvenience caused to the Wellingborough

Society through the defalcations of its late secretary, at the same time we
are pleased to know that the society had been wise enough to make provision

against the want of honesty on the part of its servants, and we trust that the

lesson to be gathered from the experience of the Wellingborough Society will

not be lost upon other societies in the district. We are glad to note tliat the

sales of this society for the year 1912 show an increase of £6,000 over 1911.

Kettering Society has opened a new bakery at their village store at

Corby. Market Harborough are erecting a new bakery and extending their

operations to the old town of Lutterworth ; and Raunds Society to Catworth.

Burton Latimer are building new central premises, and the Kettering Clothing

Society has during the year purchased property to the value of £1,000 for

yet further extensions to enable them to cope with their increasing trade.

The Women's Guild still continues to do good educational work in the

district.

These are some of the activities which we trust will bear good results in

the future.
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The following is the financial statement for the year 1912 :

—

Receipts.
To Cash in hand, Ist March, 1912 .

„ Orant from Co-operative Union.
„ Subscriptions from Societies . .

.

Audited—
Thos. Panther.

£ 8.

6 1

19 10
8 14

6 3

Expenditure. £ a. d.

By Attendances-Executive Meetings 7 18 6

„ „ District Conferences 9 13 4

., General Printing and Stationery.. 1 10

„ Postages 12 6
„ Secretary's Salary 2
„ Delegate to Congress 4

„ Special Conference Expenses.... 10
„ Balance in hand of Treasurer,

Ist March, 1913 6 1111

£33 6 3

A. J. FouLDS, Secretary.

No. 3.

—

Leicester.

Executive Committee.

Mr. H. Elliott, Gt. Wigston.

„ H. Biggs, Enderby.

„ J. Timson, Harwell.

„ J. Jordan, Barwell.

„ T. O. Unwin, Shepshed.

„ T. Wilbur, Hinckley.

„ C. W. Brown, Coalville.

„ E. Marston, Croft.

„ J. Hunt, Huncote.

„ J. Gillett, Groby.

„ A. Smart, Anstey.

Mr. H. Clark (president), Leicester.

„ W. E. Pepper (secretary), Leicester.

„ H. Cramphom, Leicester.

„ S. Kemp, Leicester.

„ E. Wills, Leicester.

„ S. J. Mellor, Leicester.

„ J. Hickman, Leicester.

„ J. 8. Wilford, Leicester.

„ E. Bent, Leicester.

„ 8. H. Whyley, Leicester.

Mrs. Ward, Leicester.

Mr. F. Boulter, Gt. Wigston.

We have pleasure in again presenting our report and baiam e sheet, which

shows a balance in hand on Slst December, 1912, of £6. lis. lOd.

During the year four conferences and three committee meetings have been

held, good attendances and great interest being taken in the proceedings.

The trade of the Leicester Distributive Society, we are sorry to say, has

fallen off somewhat during the year. Coalville, Enderby, Barwell, Shepshed.

and Great Wigston distributive societies all show very substantial increases

in trade. Great Wigston Society has just taken an 100 acre farm, which it

hopes to work to the benefit of the society, and we think these increases in

trade are an indication that in the district generally co operation is well

holding its own.

We are pleased to say that the boot productive societies in the district

have had a very good year's trade, and show large increases in their output

as compared with the previous year.

The Leicester Printing Society continues to increMe its trade, and at the

present time is on the point of extending its premises to cope with an

increased trade.
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The Morning Star Sundries Society also shows a hvrge increase in its

trade during the year.

Our first conference was a joint one with the Coventry District on 20th

January, which took place on the premises of the Morning Star Sundries

Society, when Mr. Turner, A.O.S., read a paper entitled " Co-operation and

.Small Holdings." As an outcome of this the district committee are working

with the A.O.S. in the matter of placing the produce of the small holders

and allottees on the market on a sound business basis.

Our second conference was held at Hinckley, on 20th April, when Mr.

Leah (Co-operative Insurance Society) read a paper on " Co-operation and the

National Insurance Act."

The third conference was held at Earl Shilton, on 20th July, when Mr.

Kemp (the association delegate to the Portsmouth Congress) introduced

several matters which had impressed him there. A good discussion took place

on the same.

The fourth conference took place on 26th October, at the works of the

Equity Boot Society, when a paper was read by Mr. Worley (Co-operative

Productive Federation) on " Commercialism and Copartnership," which pro-

voked a good discussion in favour of co-operative productions.

The following is the financial statement for the year 1912 :

—

£, s, d. Expenditure. £. s. d.

7 11 5 By Attendances-Executive Meetings 4 18 7
9 6 5 „ „ District Conferences 7 2 10
15 14 6 ,, General Printing and Stationery., 4 2 5

, Postages 1 12 6

, Secretary's Salary 2

, Duplicator 2 10
Audited— ,, Delegate to Congress 3 14 2

T. CoATES. „ Auditors 5

,
Balance in hand of Treasurer,

3l8t December, 1912 6 11 10

Receipts.
To Cash in hand, 1st January, 1912.

,, Grant from Co-operative Union
,, Subscriptions from Societies . .

,

£32 12 4 £82 12 4

W. E. Pepper. Hon. Secretary.

No. 4.

—

Coventry.

Executive Committee

Mr. William Garner (chairman),

Coventry.

„ James Clay (secretary), Coventry.

„ A. Roberts, Nuneaton.

„ J. Ingham, Atherstone.

Mr. J. Carter, Rugby.

„ W. H. Dexter, Rugby.

„ W. H. Cowley, Coventry.

„ E. Hilton, Coventry.

„ A. T. Keene, Coventry.

We are pleased to chronicle a large measure of progress and success for

the year 1912 in the Coventry District, more especially in the larger towns.

The movement is making steady progress in the rural areas, although the

difficulties attending such progress are itensified by the apathy of the labourer

and the narrowness of interests involved.
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During the year four coiiierences have been held in the district as

follows :—On 11th May at Lockhurst Lane Society, when a paper on
" National Health Insurance " was read by Mr. Leah (Co-operative Insurance

Society). On 12th October at Coventry, when Mrs. Keene (president of the

Women's Guild) read Mrs. Allen's paper on *' What is a CJood Dividend?
"

On 11th January, 1913, when " The Minimum Wage " was discussed and the

Union paper read by Mr. C. A. W. Saxton (Worcester). A joint conference

with the Leicester District on 22nd February, at Rugby, when Mr. Rae's

Congress paper, on " The Unification of the Forces of the Co-operative

Union," was read by Mr. Cockshott (Rugby).

There have also been four executive meetings held in addition.

The various reports from societies are very favourable and encouraging.

Atherstone Society is still flourishing. There is an increase in member-

ship and trade, sufficient to again warrant the purchase of land for a branch

store. We are also pleased to know that an effort is being made to again

form an educational committee, for whom there is ample work waiting to be

done. The drapery, as well as grocery, sales are increasing, and members

are waking up to the fact that the society can provide them with most of the

things they require.

Lockhurst Lane Society is still pushing ahead, having opened a new

branch at Windmill Lane and purchased the New Inn Wharf to cope with

their coal trade. They have also erected several cottages on modern lines,

and are further extending their capacity for baking, laying down more ovens

for the rapidly increasing sale of bread. More land has also been secured for

further developments. Membership and sales are both on the increase. The
educational committee has worked hard and had some very successful classes

and lectures this winter.

Nuneaton Society has gallantly held its own, and is looking forward to a

promising future. Several circumstances have acted adversely to progress,,

but these have passed and the last balance sheet issued shows good all-round

improvement. The new drapery and millinery departments when completed

will be a great addition to the shopping facilities of the town. Altogether,

next year should show substantial progress in this society's undertakings.

Rugby Society has this year celebrated its jubilee, and did this in a style

worthy of itself and making, without a doubt, a red-letter week in the history

of a town whose name is familiar throughout the co-operative world. Its

various ventures have proved remunerative and eminently satisfactory. We
thoroughly congratulate its committee on the position that 50 years of

unremitting effort has placed it in among English societies.

Coventry Society is still feeling the beneficial effects of a good boom in

trade, and its record is one of continued success. Both its membership and

trade have made great progress, and much building in stores and storehouses

has had to take place to meet the demands of a most phenomenal growth in

its citizenship. Tho erection of three branch stores, and the purchase of land

for several others, the acquirement of large warehousing accommodation, and
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the extensions to both central and branch premises have done something to cope

with this growth, but much remains to be done before the society is in any
way equal to its opportunities. The dairy will soon be opened to the public,

and the society trust to be allowed to supply the members with milk prepared

in the elaborate modern and scientific way. It ought to be a great success,

and the members should benefit largely therefrom.

The Coventry Watch Society cannot report favourably on the year's trade,

but hope for better times in the future.

The work of the Women's Guild and educational committee should be

recognised, as this has been done with great energy and fervour in all

societies.

The follovsring is the financial statement for the year 1912 :—

,

Receipts.
To Cash in hand, 1st January, 1912

„ Grant from Co-operative Union .

,

„ Subscriptions from Societies

Audited—
Ernest Hilton.
Arthur T. Keene.

£ 8. d.

2 4 10
13 6 II

7 16

7 9

Expenditure. £ s. d.
By Attendances-Executive Meetings 4 18

,, District Conferences.

.

6 15

,, Sectional Conferences 2 7 8
General Printing and Stationery.. 1 16 10
Postages 5 6
Secretary's Salary 2 2
Auditors' Fees 4
Balance in hand of Treasurer,

1st January, 1918 5 8 9

£28 7

James Clay, Hon. Secretary.

No. 5.

—

Birmingham.

Executive Committee.

Mr. I. Evans (chairman), Dudley.

„ Chas. A. W. Saxton (secretary),

Worcester.

„ W. Summers, Stirchley.

„ F. H. Bruff, Birmingham Printers.

Mr. H. W. James, Birmingham Indus-

trial.

„ H. Pagett, Kidderminster.

„ J. Cund, Alcester.

„ R. Hill, Soho.

Co-operation in distribution shows marked progress during 1912,

particularly is this so in Birmingham itself, where the sales, membership, and

profits of the Industrial Society have largely increased ; the same also

applies to the neighbouring societies of Soho and Ten Acres and Stirchley, the

main feature at the latter place being the success of its up-to-date dairy.

Worcester, Dudley, and Kidderminster also report favourably, likewise

Alcester and Bidford. Malvern Society has passed through a trying time and

is now under the supervision of the Co-operative Wholesale Society, so far

with gratifying results. Highley is doing well, and recently opened a drapery

store. There is nothing of importance to report with regard to the remaining

societies, the full particulars, re trade, &c., will appear in the statistical

return.

From a productive point of view the prospect is not so cheering, with

the exception of the Birmingham Printers, which is still forging ahead

increasing its trade and, what is more important, the number of its employes,
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and, in consequence, proposes to add an extra storey to its present building.

The hours are eight per day, and the wages paid the best in the trade in

Birmingham. We regret having to report the failure of the Worcester

Basket Makers Limited and the Midland Sheet Metal Workers.

There has been the usual four conferences during the year and seven

committee meetings.

Conference number one was held at Cape Hill, Birmingham, at the

invitation of the Soho Society, on 20th January. The president of the local

society (Mr. Bishton) occupied the chair, and the subject for discussion was

"Flour Supply: Co-operative Wholesale Society and Outside Sources."

Messrs. W. Bloor (Co-operative Wholesale Society) and B. Lloyd (manager,

Soho Society) both read papers dealing with the subject from their own point

of view. A spirited discussion followed, in which Co-operative Wholesale

Society representatives as well as managers of societies took part.

The second conference took place at Stirchley on 27th April. Mr. W
Summers (chairman of the local society) presided, and Mr. J. Howell

(Stirchley) read the paper issued by the Joint Anti-Credit Committee :

" Suggestions for the Control and Limitation of Credit Trading in Co-

operative Societies." Here, again, there was a good discussion on a subject

which is exercising the minds of most co-operators and the officials of women's

guilds in particular.

According to custom the summer meeting took place in the country, vie.,

at Bidford, on 27th July, with Mr. W. H. Watson (local president) in the

chair, and, as was most fitting, the subject for discussion was Mr. J. Nugent

Harris' paper, " Agricultural Co-operation and its Relation to Co-operative

Distributive Societies," read by Mr. Turner (Agricultural Organisation

Society). The delegates from the smoky towns had an opportunity of coming

in contact with the grower of agricultural produce and to ventilate their

opinions. The result, we hope, will be to the mutual advantage of grower

and consumer. This being the annual meeting the officers and committee

were elected. Mr. Major Mills (Kidderminster) not seeking re-election it

was resolved to convey to him the thanks of the district for his many years'

service.

Last, but not least, was the annual joint convention with the Stafford

District in the Central Hall, Birmingham, on 28th September. Mr. H. W.
James presided at the morning session, the reader of the paper being Mr.

H. A. Wood (Oakengates). whose subject was " Co-operative Administrators."

The Birmingham University as usual supplied the chairman for the afternoon

session in the person of Professor Frank Roscoe. The address was given by

the Dean of Worcester (Dr. Mof)re Ede) dealing with " Co-operation and the

Housing Question." (tood discussions took place at both sessions. During

the afternoon the usual choir contest took place, five choirs competing. Mr.

Rutland Boughton adjudicated. Stirchley were declared the winners of the

Silver Challenge Shield, Worcester being second, beaten by one point only,

and taking the new shield for the second choir. The combined choirs.
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assisted by several professionals, provided the programme for the evening

concert, at which there was a record attendance ; in fact, all the meetings

during the day were well attended and the interest in the subjects under

discussion well maintained.

The following is the financial statement for the year, 1912 :

—

Expenditure. £. s. d.

By Attendances-Executive Meetings 119 7

„ ,, District Conferences 10 10 8
„ General Printing and Stationery.13 3

„ Postages- IH

„ Secretary's Salary 2

,, Delegate to Congi-ess 2 18

,, Balance in hand of Treasurer,
31st December, 1912 7 15 5

Receipts. £ s. d.

To Cash in hand, Ist January, 1912.

.

5 15 4

,, Grant from Co-operative Union.

.

16 16 1

,, Subscriptions from Societies 14 3 6

Audited—
John Giles.

i-36 14 11 £36 14 11

Chas. a. W. Saxton, Hon. Secretarv.

No. 6.

—

Stafford.

Executive Committee.

j\Ir. Jos. Clcwlow (chairman), Stafford.

,, H. Sanders (secretary). Tarnworth.

„ J. G. Ward, Shrewsbury.

,, W. J. Harris, Wednesbury.

„ John Pessel, Oakengates.

Mr. James Grantham, Cannock.

„ H. Hilliard, Walsall.

„ George Sanders, Burton-on-Trent.

„ A. Campbell, Eugeley.

„ A. Fulwood, Wolverhampton.

Four quarterly conferences have been held and six committee meetings.

The first conference was at Stone, on 30th March, 1912, when Mr. T. P.

Wright (Stone) read a useful paper on " Co-operative Education." A public

meeting was held in the Town Hall after the conference. The secretary of the

district gave an address.

The second conference was held at Ironbridge, on 29th June, when nine

of the district committee and the district secretary were re-elected. Mr. W.
Roberts (secretary and manager, Ironbridge Society) read a paper on " The

Co-operative Society of the Future; Will it be Conducted on a National

Basis?
"

The third was a joint conference with Birmingham District on 28th

September, when a paper was read at the morning session by Mr. H. A. Wood
(manager of Oakengates Society) entitled " Co-operative Administrators."

At the afternoon session Dr. Moore Ede (Worcester) gave an address on
" Co-operative Housing."

The fourth conference was at Cannock on 11th January, 1913, but owing

to the sudden death of our beloved comrade, Mr. Duncan Bailey, the

conference was brought to a close before the paper was read.

We have much pleasure in reporting a year of progress in trade and

membership.

The Burton-on-Trent Society report a steady increase in trade, member-
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ship, and capital during the year, as follows :—Trade, £214,000, increase,

£15,500; members, 7,979, increase, 475; capital, £76,000, increase, £6,000.

Two new branches have been opened and are doing well. A sum of £60 was

distributed to members in relief during the miners' strike in the early part of

the year. They are still doing the whole of their trade on absolutely cash lines.

VV^alsall Society reports a good year's trade. They have just completed

the first year since the introduction of the system of strict cash trading. Any
ground lost on the introduction of the system is being steadily recovered,

and great satisfaction is being expressed with the present conditions, all goods

being paid for on order or delivery. We are able to report increases in

membership and turnover, and, further, the dividend is going up, so'that ail

round we are well pleased with the change.

Tamworth Society reports its twenty-sixth successive increase in trade.

It has purchased a large building for £2,000 to make extensions. The

farming operations of the year have resulted in a profit of £419. 3s. ll^d.

Cannock Society has now reached £1,000 per week sales. The new

bakery has fulfilled all expectations.

Oakengates Society is progressing satisfactorily, and its Wellington

Branch is showing favourable returns. A confectionery department has been

opened in the property recently purcljased for the St. George's Branch.

Stafford Society.—The past year has been a successful one, and we are

pleased to report steady increases in sales, membership, and profits. Building

operations have been commenced in Salter Street, and the new central premises

will, we hope, be opened to celebrate the jubilee of the society. The present

year gives every appearance of a further continuance of success.

The Wolverhampton Society has made splendid progress during the past

twelve months. The sales have increased more than £8,000, and for the year

are well over £50,000. The bakery department on the year has increased 30

sacks weekly, and the output now stands at 130 sacks weekly. All trade is

being steadily maintained.

Shrewsbury Society is doing exceedingly well in its new branch.

Rugeley Society has built a new shop at Armitage at a cost of £1,000, and

is doing a trade of £60 per week.

Ironbridge and Stone societies both report increases.

Wednesbury Society has opened another branch at West Bromwich.

The district has had a very satisfactory year.

The following is the financial statement for the year 1912 :

—

Kxponditurc. £ 8. d.Reoeiptn. £ r. d.

ToC«sh in hand, litt January. 1912.. 10 II

„ Qrant from Co-operaiivo Union.. 90 7 4

,, Subscriptions from Societies S 18 6

Andit4Nl-
J. G. Ward

408 9

By AttendancoR Kxrcntive Meetings 6 4 6
., District Conferences.. 14 17 4

,, .. Beotional Conferences 1 8 8
,. DepuUtions to Societies 2 4 9
„ General Printing and Stationery. 1 8 9
„ Postages 1 6 6
M Dttl«C»te to Oonnese 3 7 6
„ Balanoe in hand of Treasurer,

SlslDeeamber, 19ia ... 8 9 8

188 9

Hknrt Sandkbs, Hon. SacretAry.
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No. 7.

—

Derby.

Executive Committee.

Mr. Jos. Swindell (chairman), Ilkeston. I Mr. T. H. Edinborough, Long Eaton

Thos. Leaman (secretary), Ripley.

George Wilson, Derby.

F. Levick, Derby Printers.

W. Wyld, Tibshelf.

James Ball. Bolsover.

Printers.

J. W. Pugh, Clay Cross.

C. Purdy, Langley Mill.

E. R. Newbery, Long Eaton.

A. Watherston, Ripley.

A. Edwards, Codnor Park.

The movement in this district shows steady and substantial progress, and,

with one or two exceptions, the societies have increased in trade, membership,

capital, and profits.

Four conferences have been held during the year, the first being held at

Derby, on 28th March, 1912. This was a joint conference with the District

Women's Guild, called specially to hear Mrs. Barton give an explanation of

the Health Insurance Act, which was done in a very able manner, dwelling

more particularly on that part of the Act which will affect women workers,

and strongly urging all insurable persons to join an approved society.

Resolutions were passed calling, on the Government to amend the Act in

parts, particularly where it aifects women.

The second conference was held at Codnor Park, on 2nd June, 1912. Mr.

T. H. Edinborough (Long Eaton Printers) read an excellent paper, entitled

" Our Motto : Each for All, and All for Each." The discussion was good, there

being a very high tone of co-operative principles advocated by the speakers,

especially those on the productive and educational sides of the movement.

The third conference was held at Long Eaton, on 19th October. Mr.

Joshua Shaw (Long Eaton) read a paper entitled " Co-operation : A
Comparison." The writer pointed out very clearly many improvements that

had taken place in the social condition of the masses of the people since the

spread of co-operation in this country.

The fourth conference took place at Ilkeston, on 25th January, 1913, when
Mr. Manning (president, Ilkeston Society) read Mr. W. R. Rae's Congress

paper, " The Co-operative Union and the Unification of its Forces," at this

meeting. A vote of sympathy was passed with the friends of the late Mr.

T. Hind and Mr. Duncan Bailey, who have been taken from us so recently,

both the deceased gentlemen being present at our previous conference.

Messrs. G. Woodhouse and S. Butler spoke in very feeling terms of the

veteran co-operators and their great worth to the movement.

The Bolsover and Tibshelf societies are still doing very well. We regret

to say that we have not heard much of our old friends at Clay Cross recently.

Codnor Park has made progress by increased membership and sales, and

measures have been taken to limit credit trading. Under the management of

the education committee, lantern lectures on co-operative production have

been given, and an industrial exhibition has been held.
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Langley Mill ia still very prosperous, and during the year has started a

laundry business, which is a success.

Ilkeston Society is still forging ahead and doing remarkably well.

Long Eaton Society's trade shows an increase of £9,589 over the previops

year. It has abolished entrance fees, and membership has increased by

395. It is erecting at Shardlow, a small village about five miles from

Central, its sixteenth branch. Last year's profit on the farms amounted to

£262, and the committee have secured the sanction of their members for the

purchase of another farm of 100 acres at Draycott, about four miles from

Central premises.

Derby Society has had another prosperous year, the sales amounting to

£690,355, being an increase of £45,500 over the previous year, and £101,000

over the year 1910. The membership has increased by 1,108, and the average

dividend paid is 2s. 6|d. in the £. The trade at the Central premises

having outgrown the accommodation, new shops are being erected for

drapery and boot departments, with a large hall over, capable of seating 1,500

people. A new store is also being erected at Willington, seven miles from

Derby, from where it is the intention to deliver goods to members residing

in the adjoining villages who have hitherto been supplied from Derby. A
tea and entertainment, given to senior members of over 40 years' continuous

membership in January, was the first of its kind.

Ripley Society has had another very successful year, showing large

increases in trade, membership, capital, and profits. Two new branches have

been opened during the year. Credit trading is practically abolished. Some
years since the society adopted the plan of striking off one department or

branch shop every six months, and this has been carried out with the results

mentioned. The educational committee continues doing splendid propaganda

work with great success to the society.

The two printing societies—Derby and Long Eaton—are doing well, and

again ask for a larger share of co-operative and trade union work. The
committee of the latter have decided to reduce the working hours of the staff

to 49 per week, which is a further evidence of their desire that the best

possible conditions to their employes shall prevail.

- The following is the financial statement for the' year 1912:

—

Expenditure. £ 8. d.
By Attendances-Executive Meetings 9 18 10
„ „ District Conferences 8 19 fi

„ General Printing and Stationery. 16 8
„ Postages 12 10

M Delegata to Congress 1 10
., Balance in hand of Treasurer,

8l8t Deoember, 1919 4 16 4

Receipts. £ s. d.

To Cash in hand, 1st January. 1912.

.

9 14 10

„ Orant from Coofwrative Union.. 9 16 10

,. Sabseriptions from Societies .... 7 1

Audited—
F. Lkvick.
E. R. NawBERo.

£19 12 8 £10 19 8

T. LiAMAN, Secretary.

20
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No. 8.

—

Nottingham.

Executive Committee.

Mr. J. G, Shacklock, J.P. (president),
|

Mr. E. Hibbard, Mansfield and Sutton.

East Kirkby, Notts.
I „ H. Jones, Netherfield.

„ H. D. Neate (editor of Record), „ Robt. Ely, Pleasley and Pleasley

Keyworth.
, Hill.

„ S. H. Brown (secretary), Notts. ' „ T. Wagg, Nottingham Printers.

Mrs. E. Brown (treasurer), Netherfield. „ Wm. Blood, Ruddington.

Mr. S. Godley, Annesley Woodhouse. „ John Coleman, Selston.

„ C. Jackson, Bulwell. „ G. A. Arnold, Southwell.

„ Dick Cave, Cinder Hill.
|

„ J. F. Keetley, Stanton Hill.

„ Jas. A. Wright, Codnor Park. „ R, T. Corden, Stapleford and Sandi-

„ Frank Hays, Codnor Park. acre.

,, Isaac Reeve, Hucknall Torkard. „ John W. Sleight, Warsop Vale.

„ S. AUsop, Kirkby [Manufacturers. „ S. Desborough, Woodborough.

„ Alfred Wyld, Langley Mill. „ G.J.Duke (secretary,first half-year),

„ C. W. Avins, Lowdham.
I

During the past year this association has passed through some dislocation,

in consequence of a physical failure of our late secretary, Mr. G. J. Duke,

who for some 25 years earnestly and faithfully carried the honour of being

secretary, and doing the work with exceptional ability and tact. A second

stroke caused him to relinquish the office early in July last, when the new
secretary wai? appointed to the post and started out with the intention of

keeping the work up to that high standard set by his predecessor. The
committee decided to separate the three offices, as heretofore indicated, and

the arrangement appears to be giving complete satisfaction.

The District Record, our pioneer in educational work, has been much
improved and the sale increased. Societies are supporting it more, pur-

chasing more freely, and advertising more fully.

There has been little trouble in the district during the past year. The
few difficulties that have occurred have been mainly in consequence of over-

lapping ; these, whether apparent or real, have been amicably settled or

smoothed over by working arrangements, and the harmony of all societies

concerned thoroughly secured. Moreover, it is pleasing to learn from the

increasing sale of goods to societies in this district from the Co-operative

Wholesale Society's saleroom in Friar Lane, Nottingham, that all societies

hereabout are making progress and the movement is getting a firmer footing.

The Nottingham Society, with 13,500 members, is doing a considerably

increased trade. The farms are the only branch in which losses have to be

accounted for, the adverse returns being altogether incidental and owing

entirely to the wet season. Other departments are doing an increased trade,

and we hope a few years hence to be holding a position in keeping with the

size and importance of the city.

The two productive societies in the district (members of this association)
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are making progress. They are each turning over their working capital thrice

a year.

The Kirkby Manufacturers are at present restricted for want of capital

to enable them to meet the fast-growing demands upon them for goods.

The Nottingham Printers are needing more of the patronage of societies

for work. The small amount of attention from societies in the district

required to put these two societies on a sound basis and make them abundantly

successful will surely be forthcoming.

We have had four conferences during the year, with an average attend-

ance of about 90 delegates.

The first conference was held on 23rd March, under the auspices of the

Kirkby Manufacturers, at Church Hall, East Kirkby, when Mr. S. P. Leah
(Co-operative Insurance Society) read a paper entitled " The Insurance Act

of 1911." Mr. Leah was bombarded with questions, to which he did ample

justice, and afterwards replied to a hearty vote of thanks.

The second conference was held on 15th June, at the Mechanics' Hall,

Eastwood, under the auspices of the Langley Mill Society, when Mr. John

Smith, in an attractive paper, taught us how we might easily, in keeping with

the title of his paper, form " A Co-operative Guild for Men." Much interest

was shown in the subject, many questions being asked. A lively debate

followed, and the reader of the paper, accepting the thanks of the conference,

hoped that guilds would be formed in connection with all societies in the

district.

The third conference was held at Ruddington, on Slst August. A paper

was read by Mr. E. Hibbard on " Observations and Thoughts of the Ports-

mouth Congress," for which he was heartily thanked. The attendance was

good.

The fourth conference was held on 30th November, at Kirkby, under the

patronage of the distributive society. Mr. Hunt read his paper entitled

•'Labour Unrest : Its Causes and Remedies." The writer proved himsdf a

man who "dares do right whatever betide." The discussion was warm, but

Mr. Hunt, in accepting the thanks of the meeting, and replying to the

criticism, expressed himself highly pleased.

The following is the financial statement for the year 1913 :

—

R^'ceiptH. £ n. A. I Bxpenditure.
To<. ' o-operativc Union. . 15 1

..
-^ from 8ocietie« 7 9

„ I :. .1 . . vulend 8 8
.. TrAOitter (rum Record Account . . 10

Audited-
Thomas Waoo.

488 18 9

By BalRnoe due to TreMurer,
Ut January, mS 8 4 11|

., AitendanoM-KxeouMve Meetinfa 19 1« II

., ., Dintrict Conferencvg S 9 10|
„ General PrintinR and RUUonery. 1 8 1

„ Poeta«c 1 1)1 7

M Seeretary'n Salarv ft

„ Sobeeripliona to Women'H Guild. 1 1

„ Balaaoe in hand of Treasurer,
let January. 1918 4 17 4

C8S 18 9
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" Record '

Receipts. £ s. d.

To Balance in hand 26 18 8i
,, Subscriptions 15

„ Records 13 10 9*

„ Printer's Dividend 2 6'

,, Advertisements 8 12

£44 18 7

Account.

Expenditure. £ s.

By Printer for Records 21

,, Women's Guild Fares 17

,, Genei-al Account 10

,
, Postage 5

,, Printing 2

,, Balance 12 14

JE44 18

S. H. Brown, Secretary.

No, 9.

—

Lincoln.

Executive Committee.

Mr. W. Coulson (chairman), Lincoln.

„ E. Hart (secretary), Grimsby.

„ S. Crowder, Peterborough.

,, C. Stow, Boston.

„ A. Cordines, Grimsby.

„ G. Sewell, Scunthorpe.

„ J. F. Foster, Gainsborough.

Mr. W. Burley, Spalding.

„ C. W. A, Proctor, King's Lynn.

„ W. F. Johnstone, Newark.

„ W. Bradshaw, Grantham.

„ C. J. Baguley, Retford.

„ D. Mc.Innes, Lincoln.

In giving our report last year we remarked that when the year's trading

results were published striking progress would be disclosed. The returns

have proved this to be the case, as an increase of over £65,000 is tabulated

for this district alone. We are also pleased to remark that while our profits

are by no means the highest in the Midland Section, we can, however, claim

the premier position for reserve funds and subscriptions to the Co-operative

Union, This is a fair field for emulation.

The year 1912 opened somewhat disastrously, as the coal strike cast a

shadow over all departments of trade, but, notwithstanding this drawback,

the greater portion of the societies embraced within this district have

continued their upward march, and, in spite of all obstacles, have proved to

the satisfaction of their members that their system of trading is the best for

each individual member, and that in united effort they are invincible.

Four conferences and two committee meetings have been held during the

year, at which the attendances were very gratifying.

The first conference was held at Retford, in January, when the Secretary

read the Central Board's paper on " Suggestions re Credit Trading." A very

healthy discussion followed.
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The second conference, held at Spalding in April, was held jointly with

the Women's Guild, when an excellent paper was read by Mr. A. E. Palmer,

on "Systematic Training for Committee Service." This paper was much
appreciated by the delegates.

The Lincohi conference, held in July, was the third of the series. Mr.

G. Harris (secretary of the society) read his paper on " High and Low
Dividends," advocating a moderate return and a revision of prices instead of

an inflated dividend.

The fourth conference was held at Skegness in October, at which Mr.

W. J. Douse read his paper, "Multiple Shops v. Co-operation," the trust

system being fully exposed.

Vigorous discussion ensued at the whole of these meetings, and many
members have, as a result, become better equipped for their work.

The various societies report substantial progress. Lincoln's success is

almost phenomenal ; trade has achieved record figures. A new branch has

been erected in High Street, with a room capable of seating 400 people

;

splendid new stables opened, boot repairing department, and new con-

fectionery works arranged.

Peterborough Society has also made extensive alterations and additions

to its splendid block of buildings in Park Road. Commodious new ofllices

have been erected and some of the business departments rearranged. The
trade continues to increase in a most satisfactory manner.

Grimsby Society has had a successful year, an increase of £2,000 being

recorded. New premises at Cleethorpes are in course of erection at a cost of

over £2,000, a most eligible site having been secured. The bread contract

for H.M. Navy has been retained the whole year.

Boston Society has had a most encouraging progress, having taken on a

new lease of life. Sales are rapidly increasing. New drapery and tailoring

shops were opened by Mr. Mc.Innes in December.

Grantham also reports a successful year and large increases in trade. A
new branch has been opened at Bottesford, excellent propaganda work bein^

done.

Scunthorpe Society is forging ahead in a wonderful manner, increases in

the latter part of the year being at the rate of £200 per week. A new
branch has been opened at Borringham. The membership is now over 3,000.

Gainsbrough Society has had a slight check in its advance. It has been

suffering from adverse circumstances, but is, however, pulling itself together

and is determined to regain its former prosperity. Land has been secured at

Misterton for a new branch.

Newark, King's Lynn, and Retford societies each report continued success

in all departments. The country districts are well looked after and much
new trade gained.

Spalding Society reports having overcome its difficulties. Trade ;s
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improving. A branch was opened in May last at Holbech, and is now doing

splendidlj'. It has celebrated its 21st anniversary, and has inaugurated a

choir,

Skegness Society is also steadily gaining ground and proving a help to

many of the residents.

The following is the financial statement for the year 1912 :
-

Receipts. £ s, d.

To Cash in hand, Ist January, 1912. . 12 8

,, Subscriptions by Societies 17 5

„ Co-operative Union Authorised
Delegates 16 17 4

£46 3

Expenditure. jB s. d*
By Fares and Fees to Authorised

Delegates 16 17 4

„ Fares and Fees to Delegates 9 13 9

„ Delegate to Congress 3 10 4

„ Printing and Postages I 4 2

„ Delegates' Teas—Skegness 2 3 4

,. Honorarium to Secretary 2

„ Balance in hand 10 14 1

£46 3

Edwin Hart, Secretary.

MIDLAND SECTION EDUCATIONAL COMMITTEES' ASSOCIATION.

Executive Committee.

Mr. Towns, Derby.

„ A. Foulds, Kettering.

„ G. Clarke, Ilkeston.

„ E. Groome, Leicester.

„ Chapman, Leicester.

„ J. P. Baker, Peterborough.

Mr. J. Millington (president), Birming-

ham.

„ A. Wyld (treasurer), Eastwood,

Notts.

Miss C. A. WooUey (hon. sec), Leicester.

Mrs. Stein, Birmingham.

Mr, W. Andrews, Coventry.

It is with pleasure we present to you our annual report and balance sheet,

together with suggestions for future educational work.

We have tried to be a little more progressive during the past year. Ours

is not a movement that must stand still, we must never be content, but strive

always for better things. We sincerely hope that educational committees will

go in for training the young people, for they are the future co-operators.

There are other organisations attending to education, and we might with

great advantage concentrate all our efforts to teaching our young people how

to co-operate without restriction "for every purpose of social life,"

We have held four committee meetings and four conferences.

One committee meeting was held at Market Harborough, The educational

committee of that progressive society organised a meeting for the evening, and

Mr. S. Butler (Central Board) and Mr, J. Millington were the speakers.

This was a most successful gathering, between 500 and 600 people attending.

It was most gratifying to the Harborough" committee, who are hoping for an

increased membership from such an enthusiastic audience.
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Holding district meetings is a good way of getting to the outside members,

and educational committees would do well to co-operate with the women's

guild to carry this out to good effect.

We are hoping and expecting that our conferences will in the future be

more interesting and instructive, and we shall endeavour to send out papers

and information beforehand.

Our first conference, which was the annual, was held at Tamworth. Mr.

Rae (chairman, Central Education Committee) attended to read his paper on

•'The Educational Programme." His presence and conduct of the dis

cuffeion was greatly appreciated.

Our second conference was held at Kirby-in-Ashfield. Here there were

about 100 delegates present, and the salient features of the paper, " Co-

operation and the Poor," by Mr. Arthur Davy, evoked some outspoken

criticism. Mr. Davy is a miner, who was reared in an atmosphere of

co-operation, and, whilst he can lay claim to only an ordinary school

education, demonstrated the fact by his wide and comprehensive grasp of

detail.

Our third conference was by the invitation of the Rushden Society, when

Mr. Elsdon (chairman, Education Committee) read his paper on " Centralisa-

tion and other Forces." This paper caused a good deal of discussion, many
delegates saying that trade-unionism was one of the other forces.

The fourth conference was held under the auspices of the Stamford

Branch of the Peterborough Society, when Mr. J. P. Baker (secretary.

Education Committee) read his paper on " Indifference, the Enemy." The
writer referred to the early days when indifference was the exception, not

the rule ; now, the reverse was the case. The enemy within was the

indifference of the rank and file, which constituted one of the greatest dangers

to the movement. The method for overcoming this indifference was good

propaganda work, and education committees, with the help of the women's

guild, were the bodies which should carry on the work of fighting the

indifference.

Mrs. Stein (Small Heath) was our representative to the Education Com
mitteo of the Union, and she has brought back excellent reports of work the

Union are doing.

We have the greatest pleasure in presenting our thanks to the three

societies for the printing of the papers read at their conferences ; also to the

Co-ojMtrative News, whose representative has attended every conference and

recorded such good reports in its pages.

There is an increase of four educational committees and two guilds to

our membership this year.

We do hope we shall have a successful meeting for the annual, when th(>

presentation to Mr. W. Andrews, our late secretary, for past services will

be made.

It is the intention of the committee at their next year's conferences to

bring before their members the work and benefits of the Cooperative Union.
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The committee earnestly appeal to all societies to join with them in their

endeavour to promote co-operative education in the Midland Section, and thus

help to consolidate all the forces at work in the best interests of the move
ment as a whole.

Any requests for assistance will be most gladly responded to.

The following is the financial statement for the year 1912 :

—

Receipts. £ a. A.
To District No. 1—

Daventry 5
Northampton 5

,, District No. 2—
Desborough 5
Kettering 10 6

,, Havelock.. 10 6
„ Guild 2 6

Market Harbbrough 6
Raunds 5
Rushden 5

Guild 2 6
Wellingborough 10

,, Joint Educational
Committee 7 6

„ Gordon Road Guild 5

„ Northampton Rd. ,,050
„ Ideal 10

,, District No. 3—
Harwell 10 6
Great Wigston 5
Leicester Anchor 5

„ Distributive 3 3

„ Equity 5
„ Guild 5

„ Printers 10 6
Self Help 5

„ District No. 4—
Andrews Watch 5
Coventry Guild 2 6
Nuneaton 10 6
Rugby Guild 5

„ District No. 5—
Birmingham 1 1

„ Small Heath Guild 5
Sparkhill Guild ..026

Soho 5
Ten Acres 7 6
Worcester 10 6

„ District No 6—
Oswestry 5
Rugeley 5
Shrewsbury 5
Tamworth 1 1

Walsall Padlock 5
,, District No. 7—

Codnor Park 5
Derby 4

Guild 5

„ Printers 5
Ilkeston 2 2

Guild 2 6
IjangleyMill 110
Long Eaton Guild 2 6
Ripley 1 1

„ District No. »—
Cinder Hill 5
Hucknall Torkard 110
Kirkby-in-Ashfleld 10

Carried forward 26 18

Expenditure.
By (Committee Meetings—

ltfl2—20th April—Leicester .

.

2
17th Aug.—Ilkeston 2
26th Oct.—Market Har-

borough 2
1913—11th Jan.—Nottingham . 1

„ Conferences—
1912—30th Mar.—Tamworth .

.

2
22nd June—Kirkby 8
14th Sept.-Rushden ...

.

2
14th Dec—Stamford .... 3

,, Deputation 1

,, Coop.Union Representative (fare) 1

,, Printing and Stationery 5
„ Postage, Secretary 2

,, ,, Treasurer
,, Secretary—Rubber Stamp:

Leather Case

£ s. d.

6
8 10

12

16 10

Subscriptions paid in Advance.

£ s. d.

Lincoln 10 6
Hucknall Torkard 1 1

Birmingham —Sparkhill
Guild 2 6

Midland AIU.C.E 5
Peterborough 10 6

£2 9 6

£ 8. d.

Balance 8 5 1

Paid in advance 2 9 6

Present balance with
Treasurer jEIO 14 7

10
13 2
15 9
13 1

8 4^

7 8

Expenditure for the year 38 1 6^
Balance 8 5 1

Carried forward 41 6 7i
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£ 8. d.

Brought forward 26 18
To District No. 8—

Mansfield 1 1

Guild 2 6
Selston 6
Stapleford 7 6

„ District No. 9—
Qainsboroagh 5
Grantham 6

Guild 2 6
Lincoln 10 6

„ Guild 2 6
Peterborough 10 6

Guild 6
Grimsby 5
Midland A. U.C.E 6
Dividend—Derby Printers 10

Income for the year 81 6
Balance, March, 1912 .... 10 7|

£41 6 71

Brought forward
£ 8. d.

41 6 7A

Audited—
John Cox.

The Testimonial Fund to the
late Hon. Sec. Mr. W. Andrews,
who resigned after 11 years' faithful
service, realised £15. 14s.

£41 6 7i

Miss C. A. WooLLEY, Hon. Secretary.
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(3) NOKTHERN SECTION

The attendance of the members at the ordinary meetings held during

the past year has been as under :

—

Present.

Mr. W. Scott 12 .

.

„ S. Galbraith 11 .

.

„ W. R Rae 12 .

.

„ J. Davison 11 .

.

„ T.Thompson 11 ..

„ J. Murdoch 9 .

.

„ J.Smith 12 ..

Mr. H. R. Bailey.

Hon. Members.

Mr. W. Crooks.

sent. Possible

— ... 12

1 ... 12

— ... 12

1 ... 12

1 ... 12

3 ... 12

— ... 12

Mr. T. Rule.

At the meeting held on 27th Maj'-, 1912, the following appointments

were made :

—

Chairman of the Section

Representatives on the

—

...Mr. W. R. Rae.

United Board Messrs. Davison and Smith.

Educational Committee Mr. W. R. Rae.

Sectimial Office Committee—
Messrs. Rae, Scott, Thompson, and Galbraith.

We are represented on the Office Committee by Mr. J. Davison, and on

the Joint Committee of Trade-unionists and Co-operators, Exhibition, and

Defence Committee by Mr. J. Davison, and on the Parliamentary Committee

by Mr. J. Smith.

GiiiSLAND Convalescent Home.

During the past year" there has been a decrease in the amounts received

from convalescents of £294. 5s. Od., but an increase in the amount from

visitors of £297. 3s. 4d., making a net increase of £5. 17s. lOd. The number
of .separate admissions this year has been as under :

—

Convalescents 1483

Visitors 2355

3838

This is a reduction of 40 on the year.
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When the character of the summer—which was exceedingly wet—^is

taken account of, and the loss in wages due to the coal strike in the spring

of the year, the result is very satisfactory. The doctor's report is an

interesting one, and indicates that he has a high opinion of Gilsland as a

health resort

From the point of view of the visitor, it is, for those who desire a quiet

holiday amongst beautiful surroundings and pure bracing air, an ideal place,

and the charges are less than elsewhere for the same accommodation.

We should like to appeal to those societies wliich have not yet taken up
shares to do so. In the future our movement will have to become more
institutional ; will have to bind the member to his society along additional

Hues ; and in this institution and what it stands for we have one of the

strongest ties that unite, ncunely, help and sympathy in time of sickness.

Choral Competition.

This was held in the Co-operative Wholesale Society's Dining Room
on Wednesday, 8th May, 1912, and the following choirs took part :—Birtley,

Middlesbrough, Consett, Ryhope, West Hartlepool, Bishop Auckland,

Sunderland, and West Stanley The adjudicator was Mr. Thomas Henderson,

of DarUngton, and the test pieces were :—Mixed voice choirs, " The Merry
Month ;

" quartette, mixed voices, " The Parting Kiss ;
" soprano solo,

" She Wandered down the Mountain Side ;
" contralto solo, " Hame ;

"

tenor, ** The Message ;
" bass, " The Pipes of Pan." The prize winners in

the mixed choirs were—First, Birtley, 95 marks; second, Middlesbrough,

93 ; Consett and West Hartlepool, 91 each ; then followed Ryhope with 87,

West Stanley and Sunderland with 83 each, and Bishop Auckland with 82.

The first prize for the quartette went to West Hartlepool and the second to

Birtley. Soprano solo, Birtley, with a second prize to Consett ; contralto,

Sunderland ; tenor, Sunderland ; bass, Birtley. The test piece for the

mixed choirs was afterwards sung 'by the massed choirs under the conductor-

ship of the adjudicator. He expressed himself highly pleased witli the

general excellence of most of the competitors, and indicated in each case

what were the weak points, his friendly criticism being appreciated.

Consett Char-a-banc Disasti r.

Last year we had to report on the calamity that befell the Consett Choir,

when, out of thirty-two odd passengers, ten lost their lives, and a number
were injured, some of them seriously. An appeal was issued, with the result

that £1,315 was subscribed, most of it by co-operative societies. Lump
sums, varying from £6 to £100, were given to thirty persons. In the case of

Mrs. Barron, who lost her husband and who was herself seriously injured,

the sum of £600 was invested, out of which in the meantime she is to receive

lOs. per week for herself and 68. for her child. Trustees were appointed

—

The secretary' of the Consett Co-operative Society, the acretary of the

Northern Sectional Board, and a representative of the Co-operative Wholesale
Society arc three, the others being the chairman and clerk to the Consett

Urban District Council.
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New Societies.

Under ordinary conditions, the Board are seeking to amalgamate
existing societies rather than encourage the formation of new ones, and at

the present time there are attempts being made in two or three districts to

bring about such amalgamations.

The Board has, however, during the past year agreed to and assisted in

the formation of two new ones. One is at Easingwold, in Yorkshire, and
the other in Otterbum, in Northumberland. At the former place there

was a small brancli of the Brandsby Agricultural Trading Association, but
it was not making much headway, and, in fact, was to be closed. The trade

at present is about £60 per week, and there is every likelihood of a strong

society being formed.

In the other case, trading operations will, we expect, commence on 5th

April, a portion of the rifle range having been secured for this purpose, there

being no suitable building available. A very good site has, however, been

secured from Sir Major Morrison Bell, and plans are being prepared by the

Co-operative Wholesale Society's architect.

It is a scattered district, but one in which the advantages co-operation

offers will, we feel sure, be appreciated. About 100 persons have signified

their intention of joining, and a considerable amount of share capital has

been subscribed. There has been a fairly strong opposition to the project,

but this has probably done more good than harm.

Co-opeeation in AGRICrrLTURE.

Whilst a good deal of propaganda work has been carried on under the

auspices of the Agricultural Organisation Society, there is not much to

report in the way of outstanding developments, though a number of small

societies have been formed. Probably the one in which we have the greatest

interest is the creamery which is being formed in Allendale.

It is, however, a form of co-operation that, as distributors, we ought to

take a keen interest in. Co-operative societies use large quantities of milk,

eggs, butter, hay, potatoes, and feeding stuffs generally, and we should

encourage this form of co-operation, not only for the marketing of its produce,

but for the purpose of economising, and in several other directions.

There is under consideration at this time the question of forming a

Dairies Association for the Northern Section, a committee having been

appointed to collect information and draft a scheme, which will shortly be

submitted to those societies which are dealing in milk.

Sectional Exhibition and Demonstration.

In recent years, with the exception of Sunderland, no exhibition has

been so numerously attended, or has been followed by such beneficial results

to the inviting society, as that of 1912, which was held at Middlesbrough.

Ever since it was held, there has been a steady increase in the number of

members and trade of the society.

It was opened by Mr. Penry Williams, M.P. for the borough, who has
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for many years been a member of the society, and who in his address paid a

high tribute to the work we were doing, our high ideals, and the hard task

we had set ourselves.

The horse procession was an exceedingly large one, taking ten minutes

to pass a given point, there being keen competition for the prizes offered.

On the Wednesday there was a largely-attended conference of employes,

when Mr. R. J. Wilson read a paper on " Co-operaton and Labour Problems. "

On the Tliursday Mrs. Blair, president of the Women's Co-operative Guild,

read her paper on " Co-operation in the Guild Room." On the Saturday

the usual all-day conference was held, when, amongst other subjects, those

of ** Federated Bakeries," " Agricultural Co-operation," " Propaganda

Work," and the " Training of Employes " were dealt with.

The Board regret to report that there was a slight loss in connection

with the exhibition, due to a decrease in the amount of the subscriptions

received by the societies.

Federated Bakeries.

Whilst there are, perhaps, few departments that, carried on within certain

definite limits, would give better results, it is one of the projects that are

exceedingly difficult to carry out, because so many societies have small

bakeries of their own which are still standing at fairly respectable sums
in their balance sheets. Still, some progress has been made, and at a meeting

of the committee held some time ago it was resolved to ask the committees

of the following societies if they would be willing to recommend their members
to hand over their bakeries to the federation :—Blaydon, North Shields,

Wallsend, and BedUngton. In each case they have agreed, and it now
remains to be .seen how far the response from the societies immediately

concerned for shares and trade is likely to ensure their success.

Co-operators and Trade-unionists.

The Sectional Board have felt for some time that it was desirable, in

the interests of both organisations, that a joint conference should be held,

which should have for its object the attempt to rediscover what it is

they have in common in their needs, and the methods that might be adopted

to meet them more effectively than is being done by separate action.

With this end in view a conference was held in December last, when
Professor Macgr^or (Leeds) gave an address on " Social Reformation in

England." After a lengthy discussion, it was resolved

—

That this conference of representatives of the co-operative and

trade union movements, recognising their common puq)08e, is

of opinion that the Northern Sectional Board (unth power U^

add other representative co-operators) should invito the

oxectftives of trade union organisations in the district to join

them by elected representatives in an attempt to draw up
some scheme or plan outhning possible closer common action

—

this soheme or plan to bo submitted to a similar conference

at some future date.
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This committee has not yet met, for the reason that about the same
time an arrangement had been come to for a joint meeting between repre-

sentatives of the United Board and the Labour and Trade Union parties,

and it was thought desirable to await the decision arrived at before calling

tlie representatives in this district together.

Obituary

Mr. Joseph Warwick, North Shields.

On 7th December, 1912, there passed away, in his 68th year, at North
Shields, the subject of this sketch. He took a prominent part in the develop-

ment of North Shields Co-operative Society, and in 1882 was elected on to

the committee of management, and became chairman of that society in 1887.

Ho took an active part in conference association work, and in 1896 he

was appointed a representative of the South Northumberland District on the

Northern Sectional Board, remaining there till 1903, when he was elected

a member of the Wholesale Board. During the year 1901 he occupied a

prominent position in the movement, being appointed president at the

Middlesbrough Congress.

For the last two or three years of his life his health was not good, and
the fact that the society with which he had been so closely connected for

so many years was not progressing caused him a good deal of anxiety. At
the invitation of his colleagues on the committee, he agreed to serve them
as president, and held that position at the time of his death. He was
interred at Preston Cemetery on 10th December, a memorial service being

held in the Wesleyan Church, of which he was not only a member, but a

hard and strenuous worker.

Mr. C, Smith, Walker.

Mr. Smith, secretary and manager of the Walker Co-operative Society,

died at his residence. Church Street, Walker, on 18th November, his death

being the result of an accident sustained a week previous through falling off

his bicycle. Though everything that skill could do was done, yet he never

r^ained consciousness. He had seen the membership of the societ.y grow
from 200 to 2,000, and the business increase from £5,000 per annum to

£60,000. For several years previous to accepting the dual office he was
secretary. His books were a pattern of neatness, and he took the keenest

interest in the welfare of the society. He was much respected by both the

staff and the general body of members. Though brusque in manner, he

was of a kindly disposition, and those who knew him best loved him most.

The funeral was large and representative, and took place in Walker Church-

yard.

Death of Gateshead Society^e Manager. •

The death took place, on 24th March, of Mr. James Johnson (general

manager of the Gateshead Society), at the age of sixty-three years. The deceased

gentleman, who had been ill during the past seven weeks, was widely known,

and, being of the most genial and kindly disposition, had a great many friends.
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He was a native of Blaydon district, and served his apprenticeship with the

Blaydon Society. At the As^e of twenty years he was appointed manager of the

Burnopfield Branch, and before being appointed manager of the Gateshead

Society, thirty-two years ago, he was for a short time with the Wholesale Society.

Deceased leaves a widow, one son (who is manager of the C.W.S. depot in

Sweden), and one daughter. The funeral, which was representative and largely

attended, took place on Wednesday at Saltwell Cemetery.

REPORTS OF THE DISTRICT ASSOCIATIONS.

No. 1.

—

North Northumberland.

P2xecutivo Committee.

Mr. T. Young, Broomhill.

„ T. Jackson, Pegswood.

„ R. Lee.'Bedlington.

Mr, J. Strong (chairman), Ashington.

„ G. Hardy (secretary). Bank Top,

Bedlington.

„ J. Gillians, Ashington.
^

i „ J. Herdman, Newbiggin.

Mr. J. Davison, Bedlington, Sectional Representative.

Five conferences have been held in this district during the year.

The first was held at Stakeford on 16th March, at which Mr. Thompson
(Sectional Board) introduced " A Suggested Committee to deal with Over-

lapping," the conversation on which was mainly in opposition. Nominations

for officers w»'re then taken.

The second conference was held at Morpetli on Saturday, 11th May,
when Mr. Smith (Hartlepool) read Mr. T. Tweddell's paper on the question

of " Shall the Co-operative Movement form an Approved Society under the

National Insurance Act ? " The paper was well read, and quite a number
of questions asked and answered.

A special conference was held at Bedlington Station on Saturday, 27th

July, to consider the question of cash trading in the event of weekly pays

being adopted by the miners. The subject was introduced by Mr. T. Yoimg
(Broomhill), who submitted the following resolution :

—

That this conference, behoving that cash trading will be t/O the

advantage of e€u;h society represented, considers that the

commencement of payment of wages weekly in place of fort-

nightly is a favourable opportunity for the societies to adopt

cash trading, and that the delegates pledge themselves to

endeavour to carn»' cash trading into effect in their societies.

This was unanimously adopted, and an honest attempt ia being made to

carry it into effect.

Tlie third conference was held at Tweodmouth on Saturday, 17th

August, at which there was a large attendance of delegates, who thoroughly

enjoyed the visit to the border town. We were favoured with the preMoce
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of Mr. W. R. Rae (Sunderland), who gave a forcible paper on " The Co-opera-

tive Union and the Unification of its Forces.'*

The last conference of the year was held under the auspices of the

Central Society, at Blyth, on Saturday, 9tli November, at which Mr. J. M.
GilUan (Ashington) introduced the subject of " The Relationship between

Societies and the District Conferences."

There has been a fair attendance at each conference and good dis-

cussions. Votes of thanks were accorded to the writers and readers of the

papers, and to the societies for entertaining the conference and providing tea.

The following is the financial statement for the year 1912 :
—

Receipts. £ s. d. Expenditure. £ s. d

.

To Cash received from Sectional By Executive Meetings 5 1 2

Office 16 7 6 ..Conferences 11 6 4

£16 7 6 £16 7 6

G, Hardy, Secretary.

No. 2.

—

South Northumberland.

Executive Committee.

Mr. J. W. Lambton, North Shields.

„ J. U. Barrow, Backworth.

„ J. McKay, Walker-on-Tyne.

.. T. G. Hunter, Wallsend.

Mr. J. Endean (chairman), Cramling-

ton.

„ J. Wight (secretary), Cramlington.

„ T. Whitnell, Newcastle.

Mr. T. Thompson, North Shields, Sectional Representative.

During the year three successful conferences have been held.

The first conference was held at the Dinnington Branch of the Cram-

lington Society, when Mr. W. Clayton read Mr. E. Jackson's paper, " Matters

of Moment." A good discussion followed.

The next conference was held at Walker-on-Tyne. Mr. W. R. Rae
read his conference paper, " The Unification of the Forces of the Co-operative

Movement." The paper was much appreciated by those present and moat

favourably commented upon.

The last conference was held at Seaton Delaval, where addresses were

delivered by Messrs. Clayton and Thompson on " The Need, Use, and Work
of Conference Associations." The conference was of opinion that some

changes were needed if the work had to be effective and permanent, but

nothing definite was agreed to The subject is under discussion by the

executive, and no doubt at an early date suggestions will bo put before

another conference for consideration.

The following is the financial statement for the year 1912 :

—

Receipts. £ B. d.

To Cash received from Sectional
Office 12 5 7

£12 5 7

Expenditure. £ s. d.

By Executive Meetings 4 8 '2

„ Conferences 7 17 5

£12 5 7

Joseph Wight, Secretary.
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No. 3.

—

Gumbebland AMD Webtmobland.

Executive Committee.

Mr. Irving Graham, J.P. (chairman),

Carlisle,

„ John Stephen8on(8ecretary)3JeiMier-

haseet, Brayton, Carlisle.

„ N. Ismay, Marj-port.

Mr. J. Murdoch, Workington, Sectional Representative.

Mr. William Hunt, Workington.

„ J.McLaughlan, Cleator Moor.

„ J. Mitchell, Egromont.

„ Saml. Culling, Keswick.

During the year ended Slat December, 1912, four conferences and the

eame number of executive meetings have been held and fairly well attended.

The first conference met in the Co-operative Hall of the Maryport

Society on 17th February, 1912, presided over by Mr. Graham. Mr. Nixon
(Maryport) prepared and reeid a very good paper on " National Insurance

and the Co-operative Movement," which dealt fully with many of the vital

points affecting co-operators generally. The chairman drew attention to the

need of this great scheme of legislation, and complimented the writer of the

paper for his ability. Several delegates joined in the discussion, touching

upon doubtful items in the Act. Some were not sure whether the Co-opera-

tive Wholesale Society, as constituted, could become a recognised society

under the provisions of the Act, and, if so, would it be beneficial to other

friendly societies, as many co-operators were already members of these ?

A few technical items in the Act, not clearly grasped, were elucidated in a

very able manner by Mr. Oliver (Co-operative Insurance Society). Tlie

conference closed with a very hearty vote of thanks to Mr. Nixon for his

excellent paper, and the delegates were enterteuned by the Maryport Society.

The second conference was at Egremont on Saturday, 11th May, 1912,

Mr. Graham presiding. The chairman referred to the great loss sustained

by their district and the movement generally by the demise of Mr
Ciappeesoni (Co-operative Wholesale Society). As a mark of sympathy and
respect, he suggested they all rise in their places, and that it be recorded in

the minutes. Mr. Thomas (Egremont) was then asked to read a paper

entitled ** Matters of Moment," by Edward Jackson (Bristol). All agreed

the paper was an excellent one and dealt with many aspects and matters

vital to the movement, and that it embraced important points worthy of

more consideration than was permissible that afternoon. It was generally

thought some of the items separately furnished ample data to focus a dis*

cussion. The discussion seemed somewhat limited, possibly because the

pi4)or laid bare truths which could not be controverted. This conference

was favoured with the presence of Mr. Clayton (secretary of the Northern

Section) and Mr. Shotton (Co-operative Wholesale Society), both of whom
rondcrod valuable aid in the discussion. A cordial vote of thanks to Mr.

Thomas and the chairman terminated the conference, the delegates being

hospitably received by the Egremont Society.

21
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The third conference was held under the auspices of the Beehive Society,

Workington, on Saturday, the 10th of August, 1912, Mr. Graham presiding.

Mr. Graham read a well-prepared paper dealing with the statistical statement

for 1911-12, and a comparison with five years ago. He analysed fully and
lucidly nine of the more important items, and touched upon amalgamation

—

the benefits to be derived therefrom, and the difficulties in carrjang this out.

Statistics generally are not interesting, but the ability of Mr. Graham in

concentrating his efforts on the more salient matters, and dealing with the

figures in a practical way, in his case proved an exception. In the discussion,

credit, purchasing power of members, value of stocks in proportion to

turnover, reserve funds, and amount spent on education, were fully dwelt

upon. It was generally felt that proper progress was retarded owing to

defects in matters educational. A hearty vote of thanks was accorded Mr.

Graham for his able paper, and the delegates were generously entertained

by the Beehive Society.

The final conference for the year was held on Saturday, 16th November,

1912, in the hall of the Carlisle Society, Mr. Graham presiding. A feature

of this conference was an innovation of the Carlisle Society in inviting some

of the prominent and interested members of their society to this gathering,

with the desire to make future conferences more popular and effective,

hoping other societies inviting conferences would follow the example. The
delegates felt honoured in having Mr. Clayton (secretary. Northern Section)

with them. He gave a stirring, telling, and educational address, and read a

paper entitled " Co-operation To-day and To-morrow." From the com-

mencement to the termination Mr. Clayton was followed with marked

attention. He pointed out clearly the defects and shortcomings of present-

day co-operation. He argued that the work of associations, to be effective

and successful in the future, it would be essential to define and mark out a

line of action to meet present and future needs with more consistency and

grit than had obtained hitherto. It was a well-timed address and paper,

and Mr. Clayton had the courage of his convictions in laying bare the blots

which exist to-day and in foreshadowing the dangers of the future. A good

discussion followed, leaving Uttle or nothing for Mr. Clayton to reply to.

He was accorded a most hearty vote of thanks. ^Hospitality was generously

provided to the delegates by the Carlisle Society.

The following is the financial statement for the year 1912 :

—

Receipts. £ s. d.

To Cash received from Sectional
Office 29 6« 2

6 2

Expenditure. £ s. d.

By Local Conferences 13 4 1

„ Delegation to Conferences .. . . 10 11 8

,, Executive Meetings 4 16 8

„ Postages, Stationery, &c 13 9

£29 6 2

John Stephenson, Secretary.



Reports of Sections and Districts. 2yi

No. 4.

—

West Dukham and South Northumberland.

Executive Committee.

Mr. Wm. Hewison (chairman), West
|
Mj, q^ Greener, Prudhoe.

S^^ey.
I ^^ E. Hargreaves, Newburn.

G. T. Egglestone (secretary), Hise-

hope Terrace, Consett.

J. N. Kerr, Throckley.

Mr. W. Scott, Blaydon, Sectional Representative.

E. Y. Spencer, Swalwell.

J. Harrison, Tantobie.

In presenting the report of this district, it is somewhat gratifying to

again be able to state that the conferences we have held during the year

have been fairly well attended, and a fair amount of interest has been taken

in the various subjects dealt with, such as " The Advisabihty of the

Co-operative Movement Working the Insurance Act for the Benefit of its

Members," " Co-operation and its Ideals," and " The Place that Co-operative

Conference Associations ought to fill in the Movement."

Our first conference was held on 18th May, 1912, in the Co-operative

Jubilee Hall, Tantobie, Mr. Hewison presiding, when Mr. T. Tweddell

(Co-operative Wholesale Society) was expected to have been present to give

an address on the question of *' Shall the Co-operative Movement form an

Approved Society under the National Insurance Act ? " Mr. T. Tweddell,

however, was not able to be present, but was ably represented by Mr. R,

Smith (Hartlepool), who gave an interesting address on the subject. There

were a great number of questions asked, which Mr. Smith dealt with

exhaustively, and a varied discussion followed, in which the following took

part :—Messrs, Carr and Mudd (Stanley), Vallans, Wilkinson, and Hargreaves

(Blaydon), Phillipson (Tantobie), Spencer (Swalwell), Kerr, (Throckley),

Greener (West Wylam), Curruthers and Mrs. Parker (Consett), and Mr. W.
Scott (sectional board).

Our second conference was held in the Tow^ Hall, Alston, on Slat

August, 1912, Mr, Hewison presiding. One of the principal reasons for

holding the conference at Alston was to endeavour to assist the Alston Society,

which had for some time been faced with difficulties. Mr. Wm. Hill gave an

oxrollent paper on " Co-operation and its Ideals," followed by a stirring

address by Mr. Wilson Clayton, which gave rise to a hearty discussion in

which the following took part :—Messrs. Oliver (Gateshead), Hargreaves

(Xewbum), Wilkinson- (Blaydon), and Stubbs (Swalwell). Mr. Bowman
(Alston) welcomed the delegates.

Oar next conference was held in the Primitive Methodist Schoolroom,

Ksh Winning, on Saturday, 8th February-, 1913. Mr. Hewison (Stanley),

presided. The delegates met together to consider the subject of
" Conference Associations : The JPlaro thoy ought to fill in the

Movement/* instead of the usual paper. The subject was well

introduced by two members of the sectional board, Mtmn. W. Scott (Blaydon)
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and T. Thompson (North Shields), in short addresses, and the suggestions,

if acted upon, should cause a new ph€ise in the movement to soon make
itself felt. An intelligent discussion followed, in which the following gentle-

men took part :—Messrs. Greener, Hargreaves, and Kerr (district committee).

Turner (Prudhoe), and Holmes (Esh) ; all expressing the opinion that the

district conferences should be used in the direction of getting societies to

work together, so that the strong might help the weak. Mr. Hewison, the

chairman, summarised the discussion, and said they, as a movement, should

be up to date in their business methods, and be producers, merchants, and
distributors combined, and he said that, in view of the special attempt to be

made to get members to attend conferences, a resolution would probably be

forthcoming at the next conference.

At each of the above conferences there has been a good attendance, and

an eagerness for some effort for improvement to be put in force at once. The
delegates have been hospitably entertained by the societies visited, to whom,
and also to the writers and readers of papers and the gentlemen who have

given addresses and the chairman, hearty votes of thanks were duly tendered

and accepted.

The following is the financial statement for the year 1912 :

—

Receipts. £ s. d.

To Cash received from Sectional
Board 16 19 1

£16 19 1

Expenditure. £ g. d.
By Conferences, &c 11 6 8
„ Executive Meetings 6 10 6
„ Postage, &c 2 4

£16 19 1

G. T. Egglestone, Secretary.

No. 5.

—

East Durham.

Executive Committee.

Mr. Thos. Wallace (chairman), Hebburn : Mr. S. Bramley, Jarrow.

Colliery. I „ A. D. Franks, Boldon Colliery.

„ Thomas Ross (secretary), Felling. I „ William Flynn, Gateshead.

„ W. Johnson, Birtley.
i „ F. A. Christal, Sunderland.

Mr. W. R. Rae, Sunderland, Sectional Representative.

The first conference was held in the Co-operative Hall, Chester-le-Street,

on 13th April, 1912, when Mr. W. R. Rae delivered an address on
" Educational Classes for Apprentices." The subject was excellent, driving

the points home in regard to the responsibihties of managers and committees,
taking the responsibility of making those whom they undertook as

apprentices efficient in their particular trade. The result has been that

several classes for the training of apprentices have been commenced, with
good results.

The second conference was held at Craghead on July 13th, 1912, when
Mr, A. D. Franks (Boldon) gave an address on " The Minimum Wage for

Female Employes." After a long and animated discussion, the following

resolution was agreed to :

—
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Seeing that three Co-operative Congresses have endorsed the

minimum wage scale for female employes, this Conference

congratulates the 100 societies which are paying it, and, further,

urges that the Co-operative Union should carrj' on an active

campaign on behalf of its own resolutions, through the

Education Committee working with the Women's Co-operative

Guild, until the minimum wage scale has been adopted for

distributive, wholesale, and productive female employes

throughout the movement.
The third conference was held at Ryhope on 21st September, when Mr.

W. Clayton gave an address on " A Paramount Need in the Co-operative

Movement," in which he dealt with the apathy that existed within the

movement, and its lack of influence as a social force, taking account of the

character and number of its members, and its experience as a trading and
social movement. Some very outspoken things were said, and the responsi-

bility of lecwlers, and particularly of conference associations, was emphasised.

The last conference was held at Gateshead on 18th January, 1913, when
Mr. T. Ross, the newly-appointed district secretary, read a paper he had
prepared on " How to Control Credit in the Distributive Society," and in

which he argued that loyalty, and not share capital, ought to be taken as a

basis for the amount of credit allowed. There was a wide divergence of

opinion in regard, to the question of giving credit ; the writer declared in

favour of it to a limited degree, if suitably controlled.

The following is the financial j^atement for the year 1912 :

—

Receipts. . £ s. d.
To Cash received from Sectional

Office 15 11 6

£U 11 6

Expenditure. £ s. d.

By Conferences 9 7 7
„ Executive Meetings 6 8 10

£16 11 6

T. Ross, Secretary.

No. 6.—South Durham.

Executive Gommittco.

Mr. M. Price (chairman), Coxboo.

„ J. Craig (lecretary), Durham.
,. Joseph Bell, Tow Law.

,. Jafl. Davison, Newbottle.

Mr. 8. Oalbraith, Durham, Sectional Representative

^^r. T. Roadshiiw, Hishop Auckland.

„ 8. VVhiteley, Brandon.

„ T. C. Kilbum, Willington.

Four conferences have been held in this district during the year 1912,

which have been well attended. Much enthusiasm bee been shoMm by t^
delegates attending them, and a system of having addresses given instead

of papers read appears to give general satisfaction.
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Our first conference was held at Durham on 17th February, 1912. Mr.

W. Clayton (sectional secretary) read his splendid paper, " The Duty of a

Member to a Society and a Society to the Movement," pointing out the

relation there ought to exist between them in order that the full benefits to

be derived by the co-operative movement might be taken advantage of,

morally and institutionally. A good discussion followed, taken part in by
many of the delegates.

Our second conference was held under the auspices of the Spennymoor
Branch of Bishop Auckland Society, and was of a liighly interesting

character. Mr. W. R. Rae (Sectional Board) deUvered a splendid and

instructive address on " The Co-operative Union and the Unification of its

Forces," pointing out the need there was for absolute unity in the movement
at the present time, as well as in the earlier days of co-operation as

established by the pioneers, and alluded to the many advantages obtained

by societies through the action of the Co-operative Union, and the many
hard fights for the rights of co-operative societies and their members that

were still to be met and fought in the future. Victory could only be obtained

by unity of our forces, and this he counselled his hearers to maintain in

their ranks. Several delegates took part in a good discussion which followed.

Mr. T. Readshaw (executive) delivered a well-considered address on
" Co-operation as a Factor in Social Reform," and pointed out that in any

system of social reform co-operation must play a prominent part. An
interesting discussion followed, all highly complimenting Mr. Readshaw on

his address.

The third conference was held at Stanhope Society on 10th August, and

proved one of the most enjoyable and interesting of the year. Mr. J.

Maddison, in a masterly manner, read Mr. E. Jackson's paper, " Matters of

Moment," which created a Uvely and instructive discussion, and Mr.

Maddison was very heartily thanked for so ably reading the paper.

IVIr. T. Readshaw gave a very lucid report of the Portsmouth Congress

and certain criticisms on the proceedings thereof, and suggested some

reforms which, in his opinion, would have a tendency to make the Congresses

more enjoyable.

Our fourth conference was held at Hetton Downs on 9th November,

and was an introduction to a series of interesting educational addresses at

conferences in this district in the near future. Mr. Clayton (sectional

secretary) delivered an address on " A Paramount Need in the Co-operative

Movement," which was well received and highly appreciated by all present

at the conference, the only regret being that the subject was not in the form

of a paper, so that the information contained therein could be read and

studied at leisure, and passed on to others for their edification. This Mr.

Clayton promised to have done, if the delegates were very desirous of having

it so. Very good and interesting discussions followed the reading of a paper

or delivery of an address, and a higher tone appears to be entering into the

discussious at conferences than formerly was the case. Let us hope the

improvement will continue with the march of time.
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The following is the financial statement for the year 1912

:

Expenditure.
I
By Executive

6 7

Receipts. £ s. d.

To Cash received from Sectional
Office 16

£ 8. d.—ixpet _ _.

I

By Executive Meetings 5 14 4
„ Conferences 7 8 2

I „ Delegations 2 14 8
„ Postages 14 10

£16 6 7

Exhibition and Pbopaoanda Fund.

£16 6 7

Receipts. £ s. d.

ToCashiiiC.W.8.Bank,l8tJan.,1912 10 14 11

,. Cash in Secretary's hands 9 4

„ Interest 8 8
„ Dividend C 1 11

„ Subscriptions 5 7

£16 16 6

lixpeni

By Cash in C.W.S. Bank, 81st Dec-
ember, 1912 7 11 10

„ Delegate to Congress 6 19 8
„ Cash in Secretary's hands 8 6 4

£16 16 5

J. Craig, District Secretary.

No. 7.—SoDTH Durham and North Ridikg op Yorkshire.

Mr.

Executive Committee.

Mark Duffield, J.P. (chairman)

Stockton.

J. Hind (secretary), Middlesbrough

T. Williama, Middlesbrough.

Mr. W. R. Tennett, West Hartlepool.

„ R. TumbuU, Loftus.

„ Thos. Scarth, Stockton.

„ T. W. Brown, Darlington.

'Mr, J. Smith, Middlesbrough, Sectional Representative.

Four conferences have been held during the year 1912.

The first conference was held at Middlesbrough on Saturday, 23rd

March, when Mr T. Tweddell (Co-operative Wholesale Society) read his

paper, " Shall the Co-operative Movement form an Approved Society under

the National Insurance Act ? " A good discussion followed, in which a

large number of delegates took part. The following resolution, on the motion

of Mr. Tweddell, was passed :

—

That, in the opinion of this conference, it is highly desirable that

an approved society should be formed in connection with the

Co-operative Movement, to enable co-operators who are not

members of a friendly or trade union society to avail them-

selves of the provisions of the Insurance Act.

The second couferenee was held at Loftus-in-Cleveland on Saturday,

27th July, when Mr. Turnbull (executive) submitted his annual statistical

report, which was, as usual, greatly appreciated, beixig full of useful and
valuable information. An interesting discussion ensued on the various

iteiiiH referred to in the rep<»rt, and Mr. TumbuU was accorded a hearty

vote of thanks for liis services. Mr. Jolm Smith (sectional representative)

gave a lucid exposition of the National Insurance Act and many questions

were put to the speaker bearing on the subject.
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The third conference was held at Middleton-in-Teesdale on 28th

Sept-ember, when Mr. Clayton (sectional secretary) read Mr. E. Jackson's

(Bristol) paper, entitled " Matters of Moment." This paper deals with the

ideals of the early pioneers, what has been accomplished, and advising closer

application to the principles of the movement. A good discussion followed.

The fourth conference was held at Marske-by-the-Sea on 30th November,
when the subject for consideration was Mr. Openshaw's Congress paper,

Mr. Stubbs (secretary of Marske Society) took charge of the paper, and read

selections which evoked a good discussion, covering a rather wide area of

subjects—closer association of trade unions with the co-operative movement,
period of committee-men's service, federation of small societies, credit

trading, minimum wage, training of employes, and indifference of employes
in joining the classes, &c., &c.

The conferences have all been well attended by representatives from
societies, education committees, women's guilds, Amalgamated Union of

Co-operative Employes, Fellowship, Co-operative Wholesale Society, and
Co-operative Union, and we feel sure that the papers read and the discussions

thereon will make all who have attended the conferences more determined

to work for the principles of this great movement.
Hearty votes of thanks were tendered to the writers and readers of the

various papers, also to the societies for entertaining the conferences.

The following is the financial statement for the year 1912 :

—

& s. d.Receipts.
To Cash received from Sectional

Office 18 18

£18 13

Expenditure. S. s. d.
By Conferences 13 17 5
,, Executive Meetings 4 8 2
,, Postages 12 5

£18 18

John Hind, Secretary,

NORTHERN SECTION EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATION.

We have pleasure in submitting for your consideration and approval
the annual report and balance sheet of this association for 1912.

Classes.—On the year, there is a substantial increase in the number of

students, a most gratifying feature being the number of classes and students
in Co-operation for adults. The figures are as under :

—

1911

Juniors 2740

Intermediate

Book-keeping

Co-operation

Citizenship

Junior Employes and Salesmen . . .

1911. 1912.

740 .. .. 3111

104 .. 142

137 .. .. 286

24 .. 101

9 .. —
— 110

3014 3760
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We would especially emphasise the desirability of educational com-

mittees doing their best to promote classes for the study of Co-operation.

This is the great need in the movement : a knowledge of its principles, the

practice of the co-operative spirit, and an enthusiasm that will compel

attention.

Conferences.—During the year four have been held. The first at New-
castle, when Professor Heamshaw (Armstrong College) read an excellent

paper on " Co-operation and Social Problems,"

The second was held at Walker-on-Tyne on 16th March, when Mr. W.
Young read a very helpful paper on " Cliildren's Classes : Their Place in the

Co-operative Movement." Mr. W. Clayton also gave an address on " The
Students' Fellowship : Its A_ms and Possibilities."

The third conference was held at Shotley Bridge, at which Mr. Stoddart

(chairman of Consett Society) gave an address on " What Co-operation can

Accomplish," and in which he argued that what we called evils in the

co-operative movement, such as " overlapping," " high dividends," " credit

trtwiing," and the like, were only symptoms ; that the evil lay much deeper,

and it -was for the educationalists to give them a movement, and it could be

done, that would sweeten the whole life of the labourer and humanise every

relationship.

The fourth conference was held at Jarrow, at which Mr. W. Hogg read

a helpful paper on " How best to Secure a Closer Relationship between

General and Educational Committees," and Mr, T. W. Scott one on " How
to Secure a Closer Interest on the Part of the Employ^ in Educational Work,"

Prizes.—The usueU prizes were given this year, but in the case of the

girls. Miss D, Long and Miss G. Berriman tied, each obtaining 117 marks,

and the committee decided to give each of them a bangle. The medal was
won by Mr. J, Gibson with 109 marks. All the students were from

Middlesbrough.

The trip to Belgium was a pronounced success. Fifty-one co-operators

availed themselves of this opportunity, and a thoroughly pleasant and
educative week was spent.

It has been suggested that this year an excursion on similar lines should

bo arranged, Paris being the place selected by the majority. Endeavours
are being made to bring tliis about, the chief difficulty being that of oxponsi',

due chiefly to the fact that it costs over 30s, for train faro to and from London.

We would also like to draw special att-oniion to tho lnt«rnHtional

Co-operative Congress, which this year will bo held in Glasgow. This wider

aspect of co-operation is one that appeals strongly to us as educationalists,

and doubtless all of us who can will take the opportunity of visiting Glasgow
during tliatweok and make or renew the acquaintance of our co-opwrative

friends from other countries.

During tho year your committoo have made a speoial efTort to establish

cbwos for Co-operation, and are gratified that the response has been so

satisfactory. They hope the time will come, and that soon, when every
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educational committee will concentrate on this particular form of

co-operative work.

The following is the financial statement for the year 1912 :

—

Income. £ s. d
To Balance forward 62 15 8
,, Subscriptions from Societies 47 18 8
„ „ Women's Guilds 8 2 6

i-118 11 5

£ 8.

6 1

Expenditure.
By Committee's Fees and Fares
,, Conference and Delegates'

Expenses 25 17 4

,, Prizes to Junior Students in
Co-operative Union Examina-
tions 2 11 6

„ Delegations (Class Work, Joint
Conferences, Workers' Educa-
tional Association) 4 15 8

,, Auditors' and Scrutineers' Fees
and Pares 18

„ Subscription to Co-operative
Union 10

„ Subscription to W.E.A 1 1

,, Miscellaneous Expenses 2 12 11

,, Balance in hand 69 8 8

£118 11 5

W. Clayton, Secretary.
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(4) NOFCTH-Wi

Ten meetings of the Sectiona

which the attendance has been as f

E. Booth

W. Dewhurst

J. Dickinson

iSTERN SECTION.

I Board have been held during the year at

ollows :

—

Present. Sick. On Deputation.

. 10 — —

. 10 ..

9 ..

S. Fairbrother

S. R. Foster

G. Goodenough

J, Greenwood

W. Gregory

S. C. Hughes

10 .

. 10 ..

9 ..

. . 10 .

.

. . 10 .

.

. . 10 .

.

J. Johnston

J. E. Kilbum
J. C. Kenworthy

J. Lowe

. . 10 .

.

. . 10 .

.

8 ..

.. 10 ..

J. Morrell

J. PoUitt

T. Redfearn

J. Shepherd

8 .. 2 ..

. . 10 .

.

. . 10 .

.

. 10 ..

H. Stuttard 9 ..

J.Thompson ..•

B. Woolfenden .

.

.
. 10 .

.

10

Hon. Members :

—

C.J.Beckett

F. Hardern

G. Wheolhouse

Present.

1 ..

Sick. Absent.

9

10

1 9

At the first meeting hold after Congress the followinp appointments were

made, viz. :—
Chairvian : Mr. W. Gregory.

Vice- Chairman: Mr. J. E. Kilbum.

lioutidaries Sub-Committee: Messrs. J. Dickinson, 8. Fairbrother, G.

Goodenough, J. Greenwood, 8. C. Hughes, J. Johnston, J. C. Ken-

worthy, J. Morrell, J. Pollitt, J. Shepherd. J. Thompson, and B.

Woolfenden.

LniUd Board: MeMTs. W. Gregory, J. E. Kilbum, J. Lowe, and T.

Redfearn.
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Ojffice Committee : Mr. W. Gregory.

Ed^ication Committee : Messrs. E. Booth and W. Dewhurst.

Propaganda Committee : Messrs. S. R. Foster and H. Stuttard.

Anti-Credit Committee : Mr. J. E. Kilburn.

North-Westem Educational Covimittees' Association.—In view of the fact

that the meetings of this association are held on the same day as our

j
Sectional Board Meetings, no appointment was made.

Progress in the Section.

The year 1912 has, in spite of wars abroad and acute industrial strife

at home, been on the whole one of unprecedented economic activity.

The national coal strike, although even in its immediate effects was
less disastrous to trade and industry than had been feared, did for five weeks
throw enormous numbers of workers out of employment and interfere very
seriously with the manufacture and transport of commodities ; but directly

it was over, business of every kind was resumed with renewed and increased

energy.

Unfortunately, the year has not been free from labour difficulties in the

cotton industry, and although some of them have been successfully over-

come, one of the most awkward—that which is connected with the com-
pensation of pieceworkers in the spinning mills for loss of wages due to the

inferior quality of material—came to a head as the year closed.

As the development of co-operation in this section depends to a very
large extent upon the condition of the cotton and woollen trades, we
earnestly hope that the difficulties which have been surrounding these

industries during the past twelve months have now been removed, and that

peace and concord have once again been established.

Notwithstanding the unrest in the industrial field, we have to again

report another big increase in the trading operations of societies in the

section, as will be observed from the following figures :

—

Percentage
1911. 1912. Increase. Increase.

Societies 465 . . 465 .

.

—
. . —

Members 1,070,059 .. 1,113.171 .. 43,112 .. 4-02

£ £ £
Share Capital 15,772.138 ..16,500,319 .. 728,181 .. 4-61

Sales 30,936,865.32,691,720 .. 1,754,855 .. 5-67

Profits 4,858,683 .. 5,038,425 .. 179,742 .. 3-69

Number of Employes.

Distributive 23,222 .. 24,455 .. 1,233 .. 5-3

Productive 11,444 .. 11,925 .. 481 .. 4-2

* Decrease.

The particulars relating to the Co-operative Wholesale Society are not
included in the above
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During the period under review three new societies have been registered,

viz.: Manchester Laundries, Rhyl, and Rivals (Carnarvon); and the

following have ceased to exist, viz. : Barrow-in-Furness Printing and

Publishing (wound up), Hull General Builders (wound up),' and Ringley

and Kearsley (amalgamated with Famworth and Kearsley Society).

Sectional Conferences.

Three sectional conferences have been held during the past year.

The first was held at York, under the auspices of the local society, on

Saturday, 7th September, when Mr D. Mc.Innes read a paper on " The
International Co-operative Alliance." In the course of his paper, Mr.

Mc.Innes said that the existence and steady growth of the International.

Alliance and other similar agencies indicated that the masses were realising

everywhere that the spirit of brotherhood must be made an actual element

in the commingling of working men of all nations, not only to provide a

check to militarism, but also to enable labour to control production so as to

secure a richer reward and to attain greater leisure to liye a higher and

fuller life

Mr. Mc.Innes described in a very lucid manner the birth of the Allicmce,

and what had been done since the conomencement of the international

movement.
The conference was well attended, and a very interesting and useful

discussion took place, after which the following resolution was passed, viz. :

—

That this conference, realising the necessity of promoting the

development of the International Co-operative Alliance com-

mensurately with the growth of co-operation in this and other

countries, and appreciating the work the Alliance is doing,

recommends the societies to assist its objects by increasing

their subscriptions to its funds, and to interest themselves in

its work by appointing delegates to its Congresses. It also

recommends societies to subscribe liberally to the Glasgow

CongresB Reception Fund, to enable the Reception Committee

to entertain our friends from abroad in a suitable manner, and
thus make the Congress worthy of the reputation of British

co-operation.

The second conference was held under the auspices of the Birkenhead and
District Co-operative Society, on Saturday, 18th January, 1013, in the Young
Men's Christian Association rooms, Grange Road, when Mr. J Pollitt (a

member of the Sectional Board) introduced Mr. T. W. Mercer's paper,

entitled " The Co-operative Movement and a Minimum Wage for Co-opera-

tive Employ^.** Before proceeding to read the paper, Mr. Pollitt stated that

in the North-Westem Section there are 304 societies, and out of this numl>er

only 109 replied to the circular sent out by the Central Education Committee
relative to the question of the " minimum wage ;

'* 196 never stated whether

they were paying or intended to pay the scale ; only 79 reported the payment
lo men and women ; while 37 stited that they were paying the full scale



302 Reports of Sections akd Districts.

to men only, and not to women. The subject being a controversial one, a

keen and animated discussion took place, to which Mr. Pollitt suitably

replied.

In addition to the above subject, the place for holding the next annual

demonstration was decided. Both Nelson and Warrington societies had

sent invitations, and on a vote being taken Warrington was the place selected

for the demonstration of 1913.

The third conference was held at Keighley, under the auspices of the

local society, on Saturday, 12th April, when the sectional and district reports

were considered.

Future Conferences.

The Sectional Board, having received repeated complaints at the short

time allowed for the discussion of subjects at sectional conferences, have

decided that the duration of such conferences, and the time to be allowed to

each speaker, shall in future be fixed by them, in order that opportunity

naay be given for a more adequate discussion of the subjects under con-

sideration. We feel sure that this step will commend itself to all true

co-operators.

Secretaries' Conference.

In pursuance of their policy, the Board have arranged, with the assistance

of the Secretaries' Association, a special conference for co-operative

secretaries.

The conference took place in the Mechanics' Hall, Bradford, under the

auspices of the City of Bradford Society, and the subject for discussion was,
*' Nominations, as affected by the recent decision of the House of Lords,"

introduced by Mr. A. Varley (president of the Secretaries' Association).

There was a record attendance, and great interest was taken in the subject,

as was indicated by the tone of the discussion that ensued.

Joint Meeting with District Representatives.

On Saturday, 1st February, the Board met representatives from District

Associations in the section, when Mr. J. Pollitt read a short paper entitled

" An Appeal for more Concerted Action between the Sectional Board and

District Executives." The paper was well received, and the interest taken

in same was manifested by the discussion that followed. The meeting was
of opinion that a closer working connection was necessary, and, with this

object in view, it was suggested that the District Executives consider the

question very carefully, and send any suggestions or recommendations they

may desire to make to the Sectional Board, in order that they may formulate,

if possible, some scheme by which more efficient local work can be done.

Boundaries Committee.

We regret to report that overlapping and competition is still rife in the

section, and the services of this committee have again been in great demand.

Many societies are so intermixed and interwoven in their operations

that it seems hopeless to attempt any solution of the difficulties created by
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competitive action by means of allotting areas to either one or another of

them. The only solution in these cases is undoubtedly amalgamation, but

progress in this direction is very slow.

The following is a brief report of the work of this committee for the past

twelve months :

—

(1) Leigh and Weathoughton United.—Details of this case were given

in our previous report. We are pleased to say that a satis-

factory settlement has now been arrived at, and boundary

agreements are now in course of preparation.

(2) Wigan and Hindley.—The district in dispute, as was recorded

in our previous report, is known as Belle Green Leine; where

Hindley Society desire to open a branch. Wigan conmiittee,

however, object, as they consider the district is in their area. As
a consequence of this, our representatives went over the district,

and also interviewed both committees on several occasions.

At one period of the negotiations we were hopeful of a satis-

factory settlement, but circumstances developed that prevented

this being accomplished. This case haa been referred to the

United Board for them to deal with

(3) Manchester and Salford, Pendieton, and Blackley.—Full par-

ticulars of this case were also given in our previous report, it

is therefore unnecessary to repeat the details here. Another

effort has been made to bring about a settlement, but up to

the present nothing satisfactory has been accomplished.

(4) Buckley and Hauxwden.—At the request of the Hawarden
Society, emother attempt has been made to settle the dispute

between themselves and Buckley. Further interviews have

taken place with both committees, and our representatives

went over the ground and suggested a boundary which they

considered fair and equitable. This, however, did not meet

with the approval of both societies, consequently the negotia*

tions came to an unsatisfactory termination.

(5) Aahton and Hurst Brook.—Arising out of a complaint made by

Hurst Brook against the proposal of Ashton to erect a branch

in Henrietta Street, the Boondariee Committee met the com-

mittees of both societies with the object of trying to come to

•ome amicable arrangement. Ashton Committee stated that

they were compelled to open a branch, as their members in

quarterly meeting had given them instructions to do so.

Boundary lines were suggested, but this did not meet with
' favour, therefore the unsatisfactory position of affairs still

continues.

(6) Leigh and Tytdetley.—The district in dispute between these

societies is known as Astley, where Leigh Society object to

the extension of the Tyldesley Society's business, as they have
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been serving the district for over fifty years. Our repre-

sentatives have had several meetings with the committees of

both societies, and negotiations are still proceeding.

(7) Whitefield and Unsworth and Prestudch.—A letter having been
received from Prestwich Society complaining of the persistent

overlapping of the Whitefield and Unsworth Society, a meeting
was arranged with the committee of that society, to ascer-

tain their views, and if possible to establish more cordial

relations. Negotiations are proceeding between the two
societies.

(8) Burslem and Silverdale.—We regret to report that the members
of the Burslem Society, in quarterly meeting, objected to the

terms of the proposed agreement (referred to in our previous

report) between the committee of their own and Silverdale

Society regarding the districts of PenkuJl and Wolstanton.

The Burslem committee have therefore been compelled to

relinquish their efforts to fix suitable boundaries, &c., between
their society and Silverdale. Since the decision of the Burslem

members, the committee have been forced to consider the

question of accommodation at their Penkull shop, as trade

there has increased so rapidly that it is essential better provi-

•iion should be made for the increased trade. However, before

taking steps in this direction, they decided to notify the

Silverdale committee, seeing that they have a branch in the

same district. Negotiations are still proceeding.

Sectional Demonstration.

The sectional demonstration was held at Halifax, under the auspices of

the Halifax Industrial Society. The exhibition which is held in connection

with the demonstration was opened by the Mayor of Halifax (Alderman

G. T. Ramsden) on Saturday, 21st September, and remained open until

the following Saturday, 28th September. The exhibiting societies made a

splendid show of their productions, and the working exhibits proved very

attractive. The attendance was very satisfactory, the building being

crowded both in the afternoons and evenings.

The usual conference of employes was held in the Sion Schoolroom,

Winding Road, on Thursday, 26th September, when Mr. J. Hallsworth

(assistant secretary of the Amalgamated Union of Employes) read a paper

entitled " Co-operative Employes : Their Wages in Health and Sickness."

There were about two hundred delegates present, and a very interesting

discussion took place.

On Saturday, 28th September, the choir contests for mixed and male

voices took place. Mr. Harry Evans (Liverpool) was appointed adjudicator,

and from the specimen copies of music submitted by him, the Choirs Com-
mittee selected the following as the test pieces, viz. :—(a) Mixed Voice

Contest—(1) " O Happy Eyes " (Elgar), (2) " It was a Lover and his Lass "
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{Percy W. de Courcy Smale). (6) Male Voice Contest—(1) "The Long Day
Closes " {Sullivan), (2) " The Beleaguered " {SuUh'an).

The prizes offered were as follows :—Mixed Voice Contest—First prize,

holder of challenge shield for twelve months, and £10. 10s. in cash ; second

prize, £6. 6s. ; Third prize, £3. 3s. Seeing that more than twelve choirs

entered for the contest, a fourth prize of £2. 28. was offered. Male Voice

Contest.—First prize, £4. 4s. ; second prize, £2. 2s. ; and a third prize of

£1. Is. was offered, seeing that nine choirs entered for the contest.

The number of choirs which entered for the mixed voice contest was
fourteen, an increase of two on the previous year. On the day of the

contest, however, two of the choirs withdrew, consequently the number
actually competing was similar to the contest held at Blackburn in

September, 1911.

In the male voice contest, nine choirs entered, an increase of two on

the previous year.

The contests took place in the Victoria Hall, a place splendidly adapted

for the purpose—in fact, could not have joeen better : and all the arrange-

ments made worked out very satisfactorily.

The results of the afternoon contest were armounced at the concert

held in the evening, when the adjudicator (Mr. Harry Evans) gave a detailed

report amidst great excitement. He remarked at the out.<5et that all the

singing was first rate ; it was as refined in tone as one might hope to be heard

at any contest, and the interpretations of the pieces were as good as any
judge might ever hope to find accomplished.

We give below particulars as to the number of marks obtained by each

choir, viz. :—Accrington and Church, 143 ; Bolton, 141 ; Bingley, 140
;

York, 136; Huddersfield, 135; Radcliffe and Pilkington, 133; Blackley,

132; Hull, 131; Failsworth, 130; Brightside and Carbrook, 129; Preston,

128; Bradford, 120.

The evening meeting, which constituted a record in attendcmcc, was
presided over by Mr. Jas. Holden (president of Halifax Industrial Society),

and the opening item was given by the Huddersfield Choir. After the

announcement of the results of the afternoon contest, the male voice contest

was proceeded with, and some splendid interpretations of the test pieces

ware given. The results of the contests were announced as follows :

—

Burnley, 144 ; Barrowford, 139 : Co-operative Wholesale Society (Man-

chester), 138; Accrington and Church, 133; Haslingden, 129; Failsworth,

126; Blackley, 124; Delph, 124; York, 123.

After the contest, the following choirs gave several items, which were

appreciated by the audience :—Huddersfield, Accrington and Church, Bingley,

and Bradford.

The Demonstration committee have again to thank the committee of

the local society for their assistance in carrying out the arrangements for

the contests ; they very willingly placed their services at our disposal, and
it was largely owing to their efforts that everything passed off satisfactorily.

_
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In addition to the adult contest, a demonstration of co-operative junior

choirs was held in the Mitchell Memorial Hall. Balloon Street, Manchester,

on Saturday, 9th November The result was more than gratifying, it was
inspiring, both as a spectacle and an achievement. The following choirs

took part, viz. :—Blackley, Bury, Eccles, Nelson, Prestwich, Rochdale,

Tj'ldesley, and Wigan. Each choir contributed two items to the evening's

programme, after which the massed choirs (over 800 juniors in all) joined in

singing the following, viz. :
—" All for Each," " God Bless Our Fatherland,"

" Hand-in-Hand March," " God Save the People."

The demonstration was a huge success, the quality of the singing was
excellent, and the committee are agreed that something should.be done by
the association to encourage choral music amongst the juveniles. This

matter will receive the serious consideration of the Choirs Committee during

the coming year.

In response to the appeal made to societies in the section for funds to

meet the expenses of the demonstration, the sum of £276. 6s. 6d. was received.

Salesmen's Classes.

We are pleased to report an increase in the number of students and the

number of classes formed for the study of " Salesmanship." Centres have

been established at the following places, viz. ;—Bamsley, Burslem, Colne,

Fleetwood, Huddersfield, Leeds, Manchester (two classes), Preston, and

Wigan, and 182 students have been enrolled. The attendance has been

well maintained throughout the session.

Although there is an increase on the previous year in the number of

centres and students, we feel that there is still much to be done in this

direction. We therefore make another appeal to the committees of manage-

ment to encourage their employes to attend these classes, and recognise in a

practical manner the results of the employes' studies whenever opportunity

occurs.

Agricultural Organisation.

The executive of the North Wales Section of the Agricultural Organisa-

tion Society have been very active during the past twelve months. Several

important matters relative to the welfare of the agricultural movement have

received their serious attention, amongst them are the following :—Insurance

of live stock, railway rates, sites for dep6ts on railway stations, mtertrading

between societies (especially in seeds), wholesale purchase of artificial manures,

sale of produce, and sale of live stock, &c. New societies have been formed

in various parts of the section, and the outlook generally for the agricultural

movement seems very bright and encouraging.

The section is now represented on the executive of this body by the

sectional secretary, Mr. J. Bradshaw,

Amalgamation.

On Saturday, 29th June, a conference of management committees,

secretaries; and managers of societies in the Manchester area was held at
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Holyoake House, Manchester, to discuss the question of ** The Better

Consolidation of Co-operative Enterprise in the City of Manchester," and

after a full and free discussion, the resolution following was passed without

opposition :

—

That this meeting of committees, secretaries, and managers of the

following societies, viz. :—Beswick, Blackley, Droylsden,

Failsworth, Manchester and Salford, New Moston, and Pendle-

ton, stand adjourned for at least one month, in order that each

committee may have the opportunity of considering the

question of amalgamation in their respective board-rooms, and,

if favourable to a scheme being prepared, each society appoint

three representatives to act along with a sub-committee of the

North-Western Sectional Board of the Co-operative Union

Limited to formulate such a scheme.

In due course the following societies replied, intimating that they were

agreeable to going forward with the proposal, viz. :—Blackley, Droylsden,

Failsworth, Manchester and Salford, and New Moston, and also appointed

representatives to serve on the special committee to prepare a scheme.

Pendleton, however, replied stating that, so far as their society was concerned,

the tune was not opportune to consider the question ; and Beswick Society

intimated that they could not enter into any further conferences for the

consideration of the project, but if the societies federated with the Union

drew up a scheme, they would be willing to consider it, if submitted to them,

and if deemed satisfactory, they would submit the same to their members.

A meeting of the representatives of the societies favourable to the

preparation of a scheme was held on Saturday, Slst August, and after con>

sidering the replies received from the Pendleton and Beswick societies, the

following resolution was passed :

—

That, in view of the now position created by the refusal of the

Beswick and Pendleton societies to be represented on the

special committee to consider and prepare a scheme for

amalgamation, the whole matter be referred back to the full

committees of the societies which have appointed repre-

sentatives, for their reconsideration.

As a result of the reconsideration of the matter, the five societies which

had replied in favour of the proposal decided to go forward with the matter,

and reappointed their representatives to act with the sub-committee of the

North-Westem Sectional Board.

Several meetings of the special committee have been held, and a scheme
has been prepared, which we are pleased to report bos the ^iproval and
support of the full committees of the societies represented.

In accordance with the promise of the I^cswick Society, copies of the

scheme were sent for the use of their committee, who, after considering same,

intimated that they could not sec their way to recommend their members to

adopt it : consequently, so far as this society is concerned, the matter^is at

an end.
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In spite of the refusal of Beswick Society, however, we are glad to say

that the Blackley, Droj'lsden, Failsworth, Manchester and Salford, and New
Moston societies are determined to go forward, and use every effort to

persuade their respective members to endorse the proposal.

The special committee having completed its work, a conference of the

full committees of the societies concerned in the scheme was held on

Wednesday, 5th March, 1913, to consider how best to bring the whole

matter before their members.

We earnestly hope that the members of the societies mvolv^ed in the

scheme will bring to the discussion of its proposals an open mind, and that

they will bring to bear on its consideration the true spirit of co-operation.

If this is done, the scheme will not only be found practical in its nature, but

will be made an accomplished fact, and result in great material and social

advantage to co-operation in the City of Manchester.

Convalescent Homes.

Blackpool Home.—For some time past the question of extending the

home at Blackpool has been under consideration by the committee of the

association, and on two occasions this matter has been referred to the

general meetings, which gave instructions for a definite proposal to be

made. Having in view the fact that for several years the accommoda-

tion at the home has not been sufficient to meet the demand, and seeing

that, especially during the past year, convalescents have had to wait four

and five weeks before they could go into residence, the committee of the

association felt they had no option but to take some practical step in order

to meet the demand. On the report of a sub-committee, which was

specially appointed to consider what should be done, the committee

decided to immediately proceed with an extension of the premises, which

would give increased bedroom accommodation for thirty-five people.

The attendance at the home during the past year has been satisfactory,

as, notwithstanding that the home was closed at the beginning of November,

in order that the alterations could be commenced, the number of recommends

received is slightly in excess of the previous year.

Otley Home.—Whilst there is still plenty of room for improvement in

the attendance at this home, we are pleased to report there is a satisfactory

increase in the number of convalescents over the previous year, viz. :

—

1912. 1911. Inc. Dec.

Recommends received 319 . . 276 . . 43 . . —
Extra weeks 116 . . 93 . . 23 . . —

There has been a considerable reduction in the number of visitors, and

consequently a falling off in the receipts, viz., £114. 6s., as compared with

£177. 8s. Id. for the previous year ; but this is accounted for entirely by

the fact that the home was full of visitors during the time Congress was held

in Bradford in Whit-week, 1911.

We would again commend the work of the association to those societies

which have not yet joined.
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Genebai^

With the object of getting more in touch with the committees of

societies, the Board have decided to hold their monthly meetings at different

pleu^es in the section, and after the meetings they are prepared to meet the

committees of the entertmning societies to talk over, or give advice on, any

matter the committees may desire. The replies received to the circular

letter which was issued have been very encouraging, and we take this oppor-

timity to thank those societies which have responded to the proposal.

The following societies have been admitted to membership during the

year, viz :—Brockholes, Dobcross, Manchester and District Laimdries,

Mirfield Perseverance, Pant-y-Fownog, Sandbach, and Whittle-le-Woods.

In a section that is so well covered as this, we cannot exf>ect new
societies being formed to any great extent ; however, in spite of this, we
can point to some slight development in this direction, as the following

societies have been established since the publication of our last report, viz :

—

Manchester Laimdries, Rivals, and Rhyl (North Wales).

We are pleased to report an increase in the amount of subscriptions

received from societies in the section for 1912, but this, to some extent, is

accounted for by the revised rate of contribution embodied in the new
rules which were passed at the Bradford Congress. The sum of

£6,413. ISs. 8d. has been received, aa. increase of £1,184. 1 6s. over 1911.

W. Greooby, Chairman.

J. Bradshaw, Secretary.
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REPORTS OP THE DISTRICT ASSOCIATIONS.

No 1.

—

Airedale.

Executive Committee.

Mr. J. C. Oration, Leeds.

„ H. Holden, Denholme.

„ John Baldwin, Bradford.

Mr. J. Mitchell (chairman), Keighley.

„ M. Hopwood (secretary), Bradford.

„ G. Spencer, Great Horton.

„ E. Hyde, Windhill.

Representative on Sectional Board : Mr. S. R. Foster, Bingley.

In submitting our report for 1912, we beg to say that the societies in

the district generally report progress, either by an extension of branches or

reorganisation of existing ones ; therefore we can say that the work done

during the year gives us cause for satisfaction.

The executive arranged during the year for four conferences.

The first one w^as held at Keighley, under the auspices of the Keighley

Industrial Society, when Mr. C. H. Brown read a paper on " The Lack of

Interest amongst Members of Co-operative Societies and its Possible Dangers."

The second one was held at Denholme, when Mr. H. Parker read a paper

entitled " Commercialism and Co-operation."

The third conference was held at Shipley, at the invitation of the Wind-

hill Society, when Mr. E. Hyde read Mr. A. S. Huggan's paper on " The
Rise of the Multiple Shop."

The fourth conference was held at Skipton, when Mr. H. Brigg read his

paper on " A Plea for a Forward Policy."

The whole of the subjects chosen were of an important and interesting

character, well presented, and in each case incited keen and pointed dis-

cussion of a high order.

Our conferences have been well attended by delegates from the whole of

the sources embraced within the movement, and we beg to tender to the

societies which entertained the conferences our heartiest thanks for enabling

us to meet together in such large numbers and with such telling effect.

Our local productive societies—the Airedale Manufacturing Society and

the Bradford Cabinet Makers' Society—continue to make steady progress,

but we beg to urge upon societies and members generally the claims that

co-operative production has upon them for more consistent support in a

practical sense, as many conference speeches take too much time to

materialise.

The following is the financial statement for the year 1912 :

—

Expenditure. iL s. d.

By Balance due Dec, 1911 8 16 7

„ Executive Meetings 2 4 4

„ Conferences and other Meetings. 6 17
„ Sectional Conferences 18 8

„ Joint Meeting 1 6 8

„ Postages 16

„ Secretary's Salary 2 12

Receipts. & s. d.

To Cash from North-Western Sec-
tional Board 18 17 1

„ Cash due to District 8 12 4

£22 5 £22 9 5
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LocAi. Fund.

Receipts. £ s. d.
ToB«lance, Slat Dec, 1911 16 16 2
„ Cash from Societies 8 14 6

J19 10 8

Expenditare. £ s. d.

By Conferences and other Meetings.282
„ Congress Delegation 2
„ Balance, Slst Dec. 1912 15 7 6

£19 10 8

M. HopwooD, Secretary.

No. 2.—Bolton.

Executive Committee.

Mr. Thomas Barlow (chairman), Fam-
worth.

„ Jas. Monks (secretary), 96, Penning-

ton Road, Great Lever, Bolton.

„ James CJcoper, Radcliffe.

Mr. Herbert Hewins, Chorley.

„ Charles Aubrey, Leigh.

„ Hy. Jackson, Wigan.

„ John Horrocks, Bolton.

„ Peter Yates, Walkden.

Sectional Representative : Mr. S. Fairbrother, Bolton.

Representative of Educational Committees' Association :

Mr. John E. Connor, Bolton.

In submitting our report for the past year, it is pleasing to record steady

progress throughout the district, and that societies are generally in a
prosperous condition. Trade is in a flourishing condition, and we have a
right to expect increases in the various societies' trading departments.

What we would like to see, however, is a corresponding increase in the know-
ledge and principles of co-operation. We want more of the missionary

spirit amongst us, to strengthen us in our ideals. We have a right to expect

that those who take a leading part in the activities of co-operation should

be imbued with the true spirit of the movement. We appeal to all societies

to engender a spirit of unity. We cannot afford to be divided now we are

on the threshold of success. The conferences held have been well attended,

the discussions encouraging, and much useful work has been accomplished.

The first conference was held at Radclifife on Saturday, 13th April,

When Mr. D. Allen, of Radcliffe, read an interesting paper on ** Dividends
paid by Co-operative Societies." He strongly opposed high dividends,

and was of the opinion that societies would be greatly strengthened by
selling goods at a lower price.

The second conference was held at Little Hulton on Saturday, 13th

July, when we were favoured by a visit from the General Secretar>' of the

Cooperative Union. Mr. Whitehead gave a lucid explanation of the

Industrial and Provident Societies Act, tracing the history of the Act,

and pointe<) out the efforts that the Co-operative Union were making to

get the Act amended.
The third conference was held at Wigan on Saturday, 12th October,

when Mr. Jackson (Wigan) read Mr. Rae*s Congress paper entitled
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" The Co-operative Union and the Unification of its Forces." A splendid

discussion followed, and the utility of district associations was emphasised.

The fourth conference was held at Westhoughton on Saturday,

11th January, 1913. Mr. Isaac Barrow read the pamphlet prepared by
the Credit Committee, entitled " Suggestions for the Limitation and

Control of Credit Trading." Expressions were given in favour of credit

trading, whilst on the other hand a strong appeal was made to keep the

movement free from this evil.

In addition to the conferences, the executive have held four meetings,

discussions afterwards taking place with the committee and the officials

of the entertaining societies on various topics affecting their own societies,

much good work being done in this way. We want to foster a spirit of

true brotherhood amongst our members, and are anxious that the

association should maintain the splendid traditions of the past. This can

only be done by every society recognising its responsibility to the movement
as a whole. We want to get away from a narrow parochialism, which seems

to be a danger that is spreading, and requires our immediate attention.

We express the hope that the movement will still go on in the noble work
that lies before it, and that we shall not rest content till we have placed

co-operation on the pinnacle assigned to it by the stalwarts of the

movement.
During the year the association has lost the services of a valued

member of the executive. We desire to place on record the services ren-

dered by the late Joshua Heywood, of Radcliffe, and trust that his work

will be emulated by those who follow in carrying out the work of the

association.

The following is the financial statement for the year 1912 :

—

Receipts.' £ s. d. I _ _ Expenditure. £ h. A
To Cash from North-Western Sec-

tional Board 15 10
„ Cash due to District 2 11

£J5 8 9

By Balance due 2 4 11

„ Executive Meetings 6 15 8
,, Conferences and other Meetings 5 18 11

„ Joint Meeting 9 8

£15 3 9

Local Fund.

Receipts. £ s. d. Expenditure. £ s. d.
' ' '" By Attendance-Sectional Conference 9 2

,, ,, Educational Committee
Conferences 2 13 3

„ Deputations 9 10

„ Postages 13

„ Secretary's Salary 2

„ Balance in Secretary's hand, 81st
Dec, 1912 11 2 4

To Cash in hand, 31st December, 1911 7 12 7
„ Subscriptions from Societies 9 15

Audited—
W. Bkn 1

1

£11 7 7 Jei7 7 7

JAS. Monks, Secretary.
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No. 3.

—

Calderdale.

Executive Committee.

Mr. J. \V. Crabtree (chairman),
]

Mr. J. Stansfield, Hebden Bridge.

Todmorden.

A. Binns (secretary), 20, Dean

Lane, Sowerby, Sowerby Bridge.

J. Thorp, Halifax.

J. Waddington, Sowerby Bridge.

Charles Wood, Rastrick.

Representative on Sectional Board: Mr. Jos. Greenwood, Hebden Bridge.

During the year just closed the above association has held three

conferences, the first being at Hebden Bridge under the auspices of the

Hebden Bridge Fustian Manufacturing Society

Prior to the subject under discussion, suitable]^reterence was made to

the death of the late secretcury of the Co-operative Union, Mr. J. C. Gray.

Mr. Joseph Greenwood, in a neat pathetic speech, bringing out the essential

qualities, after which the delegates rose in their places as a mark of

appreciation. A letter of condolence was also despatched to the family.

District rules were here under consideration, ultimately being finally

adopted with the alterations necessary for the Calderdale needs.

A striking paper was read by Mr £. Booth (Huddersfield) upon
" The lack of Interest among Members £knd Societies ; its possible

Dangers." Memy were the reasons given for lack of interest in our rush

of events, delegates eventually being particularly urged to use home influence

with the young people who are to become the future co-operators.

The second paper was read at Sowerby Bridge under the auspices of

the Flour Society, when Councillor J. E. Kilbium (Dewsbury) entertained

the delegates upon the National Insurance Act. Here questions and

answers camejn quick succession, and were kept up till the appointed time

of closing, all benefiting by the numerous and important (phases which the

discussion of the Act brought into prominence.

The third conference was held at Cragg Vale on 30th November, 1912,

the subject under discussion on this occasion being " Suggestions for the

Control and Limitation of Credit Trading." The subject caused, as one

might imagine, a great diversity of argument for and against the proposal.

The principal p>ointe may be sunmiarised as follows, viz. :—(1) That credit

may be carried on without bad debts ; (2) That where carried on strict

watch must be kept ; (3) That the small margin of workers* wages is one

of the causes of credit ; (4) That societies would be well advised to create

emergency fuinds to disburse to poor members and needy cases to keep

them within the movement ; (6) That delegates would be well advised

to work for cash systems, as they are most productive, sure, and economic,

and only worthy of our great movement.
The new rules are now in operation, and tooieties are specially

requested to read, mark, and digest them thoroughly for the welfare of our

District Association and its woric
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The following is the financial statement for the year 1912 :

—

Receipts. £ s. d. Expenditure. £ s. d.

To Cash in hand, 1st January, 1912. . 1 14 8 By Executive Meetings 4 2 6
Cash from North-Western Sec- „ Conferences and other Meetings. 4 14 4

tional Board 11 15 8 ,, Sectional Meetings 1

„ Postages 6 1

„ Secretary's Salary 2

„ Cash in hand 17
£13 9 11 JE13 9 11

A. BiNNS, Secretaiy.

No. 4.

—

Cheshire and North Wales.

Executive Committee,

Mr. W. Cheetham, St. Helens.

„ C. W. Fawcett, Ruabon.

,, J. Jarman, Warrington.

„ W. Williams, Chester.

Mr. C. Trench (chairman), Toxteth,

Liverpool.

„ R. Wright (secretary), Southport.

,, H. J. Beeston, Liverpool.

Representative from the Co-operative Union : Mr. S. C. Hughes, Brymbo.

The executive are very well satisfied with the general progress of the

societies in regardj^to increases in membership, sales, reserve funds, &o.,

which in many cases are really phenomenal, especially when it is remembered
that some of the districts were considered, until recently, " black spots," so

far as co-operation was concerned. One of these places is Rhyl, where,

after previous failures, a society has been formed with every prospect of

continued success. The increases above mentioned have, however, been

obtained chiefly by branches being opened in surrounding districts. This

closer proximity of the societies' operations in certain quarters at the present

time is giving the executive great anxiety lest overlapping should become

prevalent. By means of visitation and correspondence it is to be hoped

that the committee of the society which is particularly guilty of the evil

will see the error of their ways, and reconamence to conduct their business

on fair, just, and equitable principles.

During the year four conferences have been held, all of which have taken

place in North Wales, to enable the delegates from the small societies in

that district to take advantage of them.

The first conference took place at Oswestry on 13th May, 1912, when
Mr. W. B. Bell (Oswestry) read his paper on " The Co-operative Movement
of To-day and its Ideals." Sincere regrets were expressed that delegates

needed to be reminded of co-operative ideals.

The second conference was held at Chirk Green on 24th August, 1912.

For the first time the proceedings were divided into two parts, the former

meeting, for the election of officers and adoption of rules, consisting only of

the two accredited delegates from each society ; while the latter, for general

business, included these, together with representatives from the various

guilds, educational committees, &c.
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At the first meeting, Mr. Robert Wright was unanimously re>e]ected

district secretary for the twenty-fourth time ; and in the ballot for the

executive, Messrs. Cheetham, Trench, Jarman, and Williams were re-elected,

and Messrs. Beeston (Liverpool) and Fawcett (Cefn) elected in place of

Messrs. Hughes (now the sectioned representative) and Crowther (deceased).

At this meeting also the old rules were adopted, with the exception that the

voting for the executive and secreteuy was, in future, to t€ike place " from

nominations sent in in writing to the district secretary, from the committees

of management, not later than twenty-one days prior to the annual con-

ference. If insufficient nominations are received, the annual meeting shall

proceed to nominate tmd elect."

At the general conference, a vote of condolence was passed to the widow
and family of the late Mr. Crowther, for many yeeurs a member of the

executive. Instead of a paper for discussion, the work of the year, as gleaned

from the statistical report, was reviewed by the district secreteuty, and pro-

vided a most interesting, cund at time excitable, debate ; the difference in

meaning between " owing for goods " and " hire purchase " not being

amicably settled for lack of time.

Brymbo Society entertained the third conference on 23rd November,

1912, when votes of condolence were passed to the relatives of Mr. Thomas
Chckrles (Brymbo), the founder of our movement in North Wales, and to

Mr. Morrissey on his irreparable loss in the death of his wife, long associated

with guild €uad other work in the district. " Question " time was employed

in endeavouring to find a solution to the problem, *' How best to change a

credit-giving society into a strictly cash one."

Mr. Robert Wright (district secreteury) read his paper on " Is it well

with thy Store ? " after which it was resolved

—

To ask that the paper be reprinted, and that additional copies be

sent to every society, to enable the committees and members
to discuss it.

The fourth conference, held at Flint on 22nd February, 1913, was

devoted to the paper written by Mr. Jarman (executive) on ** Stocktaking

and Auditing," which was most highly appreciated.

The executive have met five times, at each of which suggestions have

been adopted, tcith a fair amount of success, to lower the 1 per cent of non-

subscribing members of the Union in this association. Much valuable time

was spent in considering the proposed uniform rules, and it is to be hoped

that this district may be allowed to be governed by the present rules until

the societies interested think a change is desirable.

The>lay meeting being the last Mr. Dudley was attending as sectional

representative, the executive wished him every success in the high and

honourable office to which he had just been elected, and in June Mr. S. C.

Hughes (Brymbo) was congratulated upon being elected Mr. Dudley's

successor.

Vintations to certain societies were agreed upon, to elucidate some
knotty points in store management or to endeavour to bring them into closer
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touch with our conferences ; and it wajs resolved to visit a district where a

person not connected with the movement was canvassing for members and
share capital.

As in previous years, " Question " time has proved most instructive,

and the district secretary's cyclostyled returns have, as in the past, afforded

the delegates interesting means for comparing notes in regard to their

respective societies.

Thanks are again accorded to the Co-operative Wholesale Society for

the use of its Liverpool office, in which the executive meetings have been
held.

The following is the financial statement for the year 1912 :—

Receipts. £ s. d.
To Cash in hand, 1st January, 1912..14
„ Cash from North-Western Sec-

tional Board 26 19 3

£28 3 3

Expenditure. £ s.

By Executive Meetings 7 11

„ Conferences and other meetings

.

14 12

,, Sectional Conference 1

„ Joint Meeting (Manchester) 1

„ Deputations to Rhyl, Llandudno,
&c 1 16

„ Propaganda (Buckley) 5
„ Postages 1 2

„ Secretary's Salary 2
„ Cash in hand, 81st Dec, 1912 14

Robert Wkight, Secretary.

3 3

No. 6.

—

Dewsburt.

Executive Conmiittee.

Mr. Samuel Hall (chairman), Cleck-

heaton.

„ T. H. Thomson (secretary), Batley

Carr, Batley.

„ T. Gill, Wakefield.

Mr. Edmund Stansfield, Morley,

„ R. B. Liley, Horbury.

„ George Lucas, Ossett,

„ J. Kershaw, Batley.

Representative on the Septional Board : Mr. J. E. Kilburn, Dewsbury.

The progress of co-operation in the district during the year has been

quite up to the standard of recent years. On all hands we note a pro-

gressive tendency, most of .the societies having exceeded all previous

records, both in sales and membership.

The district executive have endeavoured to extend the benefits of mem-
bership of the Union to the few societies not yet affiliated, and have pleasure

in reporting that, so far as one of the societies approached is concerned, their

efforts have been successful. The action of the Mirfield Perseverance Society

in joining the Union will, we trust, have some effect on the three or four

societies still outside
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During the year four conferenoee have been held.

The first was held at Batley on Saturday, 23rd March, 1912, when Mr.

J. E. Kilbum introduced the subject for discussion, " National Health

Insurance as it affects Co-operators." The speaker imparted much valuable

information to the conference, emphasising the importance of the move-

ment being early in the field. A good discussion followed, and as a

result, a large number of co-operators and members of their families have

become members of the Co-operative Wholesale Society's section, most

of the societies having taken up the scheme with enthusiasm.

The second conference was held at Wakefield on 18th May, 1912.

Mr. J. Staynes (Wakefield) read Mr. A. S. Huggan's paper on " The
Rise of the Multiple Shop." The discussion was well maintained and the

necessity for loyalty to ourselves was emphasised as the greatest protection

against the multiple danger.

The West Yorkshire Co-operative Coal Federation extended an

invitation to the association for the August conference, and it was decided

to meet at Dewsbury. On this occasion Mr. Arthur Wilson (Heck-

mondwike) retid his paper, " The Workings of Hhe Coal Trade and their

Application by the Movement." In the course of his paper Mr. Wilson

pointed out the many difficulties confronting us if an effort be made to

secure control of our coal supplies, pointing out how these may be overcome

and co-operative productive effort developed on the only true lines, viz.,

securing supplies of raw material at their source. A splendid discussion

followed and a resolution was carried instructing the district executive to

press the coal question on the Co-operative Wholesale Society through the

divisional and general meetings. This instruction was carried out and the

following resolution placed on the agenda in the ncimes of a number of local

societies :
" That it be an instruction to the Board to consider and report

on the advisability of the Co-operative Wholesale Bocu-d entering the coal

business as colliery proprietors." This resolution was accepted by the

Wholesale Board, and the result of their deliberations will be awaited with

interest by co-operators in all parts of the country.

The fourth conference was held at Birstall on Saturday, 16th

November, 1912. Mr. Kelsall (secretary of the society) read the paper

iMued by the Anti-Oedit Conunittee, *' Suggestions for the control of Credit."

The general tone of the discussion was favourable to the suggestions of the

writer, and several instances of efforts made by societies to limit this evil,

in each oaae with gbod results, were named by delegates. The evil effects

and dangers of credit are. we believe, fully realised by the Boards of societies,

and every efifort is being made to bring about a more satisfactory state of

things. The outlook for the coming year is from a trading point most
encouraging.

The progress of the various productive works is well maintained, one

of these, the Heckmondwikc Dyeing nnd Vry Cleaning Company, having

reached a profit making point, having paid a dividend . for the first
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time. All that is now required is increased support in the way of work from

distributive societies to make this concern one of the most successful in the

movement. The interest in, and attendance at, the various conferences

has been well maintained.

The following is the financial statement for the year 1912 :

—

Receipts.
To Cash in hand, 1st Jan., 1912

„ Cash from North-Western Sec-
tional Board

£ s. d.

3 15 1

16 16

£20 11 1

Expenditure. £ s. d.

By Executive Meeting 6 2 6
„ Conferences, Ac 9 7
„ General Printing 11 8
„ Postages and Carriage Oil 6

,, *Secretaries—Salary 4

„ Cash in hand, 81st Dec, 1912 .... 411

je20 11 1

Mr. Walker (late Secretary) £2; Mr. Thom-
son (present Secretary) £2.

Local Fund.

Receipts.
To Balance from 1911

„ Received from Societies

£ 8. d.

7 18 8
14 1 6

Audited

—

Thos. Redfearn.

£22 2

Expenditure. £ s.

By District Conferences 2 17
Special Executive Meeting 1

Divisional Meetings . .

.

Fares
Delegate to Congress . .

.

Stamps
Prmting and Stationery
Bag

7 6
1 1

11 10
Balance, cash in hand 7 11 4

£22 2

T. H Thomson, Secretary.

No. 6.

—

East Yorkshibe.

Executive Committee.

Mr. Jos. Nicholson (president), York.

„ W. H. Bailey (secretary), Hull.

„ B. Webster, Leeds.

„ F. W. Willey, Beverley.

Mr. F. Bradley, Selby.

„ F. Kneeshaw, Market Weighton.

„ J. Hudson, Scarborough.

„ A. Atack, Kippax.

Representative from Sectional Board : Mr. G. Goodenough, Castleford.

Representative of the Educational Committee Association : Mr. T. Anderson, York.

Since our last report our district work has been steadily carried on, our

executive meetings having been held in the boardrooms of the following

societies :—Beverley, Wetherby, and Tadcaster, and after transacting the busi-

ness of the executive, we have had a friendly conference with members of the

several Boards on business matters affecting their societies, and our advice

and friendly counsel have been cordially received by those interested. With
respect to the question of societies in our district that are still outside the
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membership of the Union, we have endeavoured to meet them on the

question, but we regret to report that we have failed to get them to meet
our wishes, one society declining to join and the other two will not acknowledge

our communications on the matter.

We have held foiu: quarterly conferences during the yefU", the

attendance being up to the average of previous years, but there is still room
for improvement in this direction, and we hope every society in our district

will endeavour to send representatives during the coming 3'ear, as the

matters brought before the conferences are of great interest to our societies.

At Kippax on Saturday, 10th February, 1913, Mr. J. E. Kilbum
(Dewsbury) introduced the subject of *' The National Insiurance Act as

if affects Co-operators." It wes expressed that this question should be further

considered, and this was followed by a conference at Market Weighton on
18th May, when Mr. Geo. Goodenough,who represented the National Insurance

Commissioners, introduced the " National Insurance Act, and its application

by Co-operative Societies." At both conferences we had very profitable

discussions, and useful information was gathered which would be of great

benefit to the societies that were represented at the two conferences.

At Leeds on 13th July, 1912, we had another question of vital interest,

when Mr. J. Cocker (Leeds) read Mr. Uuggan's paper on " The Rise of the

Multiple Shop," with special reference to the attitude of the Leeds Society

on this question. The discussion that followed showed that societies were

recognising that this question would have to be met in the very near future,

and that our movement should prepare itself to tackle this great and
growing evil.

On Saturday, H>th October, 1912, at the invitation of the Scarborough

Society, we held our conference at FUey, where they had just opened a

branch. Mr. John Hudson (president of the Scarborough Society) read his

paper on " Which Way does the Pendulum of Co-operatign Swing," which

was very vigorously discussed by the delegates present, the two topics of

district extension work and politics in the movement being prominently

debated by those present.

The reports from sooieties in our district are of a very encouraging

nature, all showing increases both in membership and sales, and several

societies are considering extension work around their districts. Scar-

boroagh Society has opened out at Filey, and Hull is extending at

Bridlington, and aiso giving attention to tlie Holdemess district around
Hull, where there is a large field of operation for propaganda work. The York
committee also have the question of extension around their district before

them, and have been in communication with one or two persons on the

—ttar, and other societies are carefully oonakisring tba furthering of our

movement in this district.

In conclusion, while we still report progress, we hope that the coining

year will show still bettor results in bringing our movement before the great

mass of the people, and this can be done by soofaHee tekiag more praotioai

intorest in our district work.
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The following is the financial statement for the year 1912 :

—

Receipts. £ s, A. Expenditure. £ s. d.
To Cash from North-Western Sec- By Balance due to District 2 14 7

tional Board 39 13 4 „ Executive Meetings 9 11 6
I „ Conferences and other Meetings 14 9 7

„ Propaganda Meeting—Filey .... 1 6 7
„ Joint Meeting— Manchester 2 11 9
,, Sectional Conferences 1 8 4

„ Stationery—Minute, Cash, and
Memo. Book 19

„ Postages 17 2
„ Secretary's Salary 2

„ Cash in hand, 31st December, 1912 4 12 1

Je39 13 4 £89 13 4

W. H. Bailey, Secretary.

No. 7.—HUDDERSFIELD.

Executive Committee.

Mr. Harry Tinker, Marsden.

„ David Eagland, Slaithwaite.
*
„ Joseph Bland, Huddersfield.

„ J, Wilkinson, Meltham.

„ A. Cartwright, Hepworth.

Mr. E. Booth (chairman), Wooldale.

„ L. Matthews (district secretary),

207, Leeds Road N., Huddersfield.

„ J. Pogson (statistical secretary),

Netherton.

„ F. Ellis (treasurer), Crosland

Moor.

Representative on Sectional Board : Mr. E. Booth, Wooldale, near Huddersfield.

Representative on Educational Committees' Association : Mr. J. S. Armitage,

Hindley, Huddersfield.

Four conferences and five executive meetings have been held during

the year. The attendance at the conferences has been very good. Below

is a summary of them.

Saturday, 13th April, 1912, in the Wooldale Wesleyan Schoolroom, Mr.

I. Lindley (president of the Wooldale Society) in the chair. Mr. John Penny
(Sheffield) read a paper on " Can a Co-operative Commonwealth be created

by Voluntary Effort ? " The discussion proved interesting and instructive.

20th July, 1912, in the Slaithwaite Society's lecture room, Mr. W.
Walker (president of Slaithwaite Society) in the chair. Mr. Joel Crowther

(secretary of the Slaithwaite Society) read a paper on " Secretaries and their

Qualifications." This paper proved very interesting. The executive com-

mittee made a special appeal for the secretaries to be allowed to come to

this conference, but only one quarter of the societies in the district gave the

necessary permission. The secretary presented the return from societies

regarding uniform dividend, wliich is as follows :

—
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In favour of uniform dividend 17

Against 9

No reply 12

Not had meeting 2

40

The executi\e were somewhat disappointed at the result, when they

remembered what an enthusiastic conference at Milnsbridge urged them to

proceed with the scheme.

12th October, 1912, in the Congregational Sunday School, Dogley Lane,

Mr. G. H. Petts (president of the Dogley Bar Society) in the chair, Mr.

Heptonstall (manager) read a paper on " The Co-operative Outlook," which

proved verj' interesting and enjoyable. Mr. Pogson (statistical secretary)

presented his report, which showed that the district still continued to make
good progress. A communication was received from the Lane Dyehouse
Society, in which it was urged that steps should be taken with a view to

amalgamation of the whole of the societies in the district.

18th January, 1913, in the United Methodist Sunday School, Crosland

Moor, Mr. Fred Ellis (president of the Crosland Moor Society) in the cheur.

Mr. Ellis, in welcoming the delegates, took advantage of the opportunity

and cordially invited all the societies which had not yet joined the Co-opera-

tive L'^nion to do so at an early date, pointing out the many tidvantnges to

be gained by being members. Mr. Thompson read a paper on " Our Duties,

Responsibilities, and Opportunities "
; by an employe. Mr. Booth,

(executive), in commending the paper to the delegates, said ho was afraid

the Conference Association had missed their way somewhat in not having

the man from behind the counter with them more regularly. They got too

much theory and .too little of the practical working side of the movement
into their conferences. They would be very much improved by a bettor

blending of the two.

The National Insurance Act, which has claimed some considerable

attention of some members of the executive, ha,s now become operative, and
wo trust it may prove beneBcial to those for whom it is designed to help.

The women's and men's guilds are continuing their useful work, and if

the movement could only enlist a lai^er number of the men, much good
would be done to the societies and to the movement in general.

The following is the financial statement for the year 1912 :

—

ReceipU. £ b. d. i Kxp«ndilare. 1 «. d.
To CMh from North-Western Bee- By Balance du« 4 lA 6

tional Board 17 4 10
{ „ Executive M««tlnft 4 19 7

,. CaKh due to DiMtrict. .HlHt
I „ Conferenceandothar MeeUngi .. A 7 9

December, 1912 .. 3 2 „ Hcctional Confaranoa OIK 6
„ Joint Maeting 17

Audited

-

J. 8. Amiitaos.

M19 6 10

*ostagaa S
Caratakar 9 6
Saoratary't 8alM7 9 •

419 6 10
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Local Account.

Receipts. £ s. d.
|

Expenditure. £ s. d.

To Cash in hand, Ist January, 1912.. 7 14
| By Audit Meeting 5 6

„ Received from Societies 6 13 ,, Congress 1 18 4

„ Kiib-committee re Insurance 2 3 4

Audited—
J. S. Armitage.

JE14 7

„ Stationery 5

„ Postages 16 11

„ Executive Meeting 1 1 7

„ Cash in hand 7 16 4

1'14 7

LuciKN Matthews, Secretary.

No. 8.

—

Macclesfield, Crewe, and District.

Executive Committee.

Mr. F. Hayward (chairman), Burslem.

„ George Harding (secretary), 82

Samuel Street, Crewe.

„ G. H. Fletcher, Macclesfield.

Mr. William Hassall, Leek.

„ John Casson, Stockport.

„ Thomas Bennett, Poynton.

„ William Smith, Congleton.

Representative of Co-operative Educational Committees' Association

:

Mr. S. F. Perry, J.P., Stockport.

Representative on Sectional Board : Mr. J. Lowe, Crewe.

In presenting the annual report of the work of our district association,

we are pleased to say that all societies are still making progress. The idea

of the co-operative spirit seems to be fairly maintained all over the district,

and the value of co-operation fully appreciated. Greater interest is being

taken in our conferences, inasmuch as the number of delegates attending is

constantly increasing. Various subjects of interest have been discussed and

well thrashed out. We are pleased to report that during the year the

Sandbach Society has again joined our association, also the Union. Only

three societies remain outside at present. The executive hope in the near

future to be able to report that these also have become members of the Union.

The executive are also glad to report that the branch opened at Alderley Edge

by the Macclesfield Society still continues to make progress, the sales for

the last half year being £2,909, which speaks well for co-operation at

Alderley Edge. Co-operation in the Potteries District is still making rapid

strides. A little of the overlapping difficulty is still with us, but we hope in

the near future that this will be banished for ever. Lectures and co-operative

concerts have been. held during the year, also exhibitions. The executive

have held four meetings, also four conferences.

The first conference was held at Silverdale on Saturday, 27th April,

1912, Mr. J. Symonds presided, and a large number of delegates were

present from all parts of the district. The subject for discussion was Mr.

A. S. Huggan's paper entitled " The Rise of the Multiple Shop," and was

introduced by Mr. F. J. Turner (Silverdale). A lengthy and interesting

discussion ensued, to which Mr. Turner suitably replied.
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The second conference was held under the auspices of the Leek Silk

Twist Society, the place chosen being Rudyard Lake. There was a large

number of delegates and several visitors present. Mr. Hassall, J.P.,

presided, and Mr. S. Perry (Stockport) read the paper prepared by Mr. A.

Lakeraan Schofiold, entitled " Efficiency within tlio Co-operative Movement."
The discussion was opened by Mr. Yates (Droylsden), who congratulated both

the refkder and the m-iter of the paper. Ho agreed that directors wore not

alive to the need for efficiency. Without efficiency, he said, no business

could succeed. Mr. Fletcher (executive) drew special attention to the state-

ment in the paper as to the way multiple shops were managed. He thought

classes for salesmen might be arranged in each district, and employes and
others ought to be encouraged to attend. Mr. Littlewood (Crewe) wondered
which were true, tlie statements in the paper, or the awful stories which
were told about the conditions in multiple shops. He would like to see the

ideals of the writer realised, but was afraid they never would be. ^fr.

Hayward (executive) said co-operation had a much wider outlook than buying

and selling, which the writer of the paper had endeavoured to show them.

Several other delegates spoke, after which Mr. Perry replied. The executive

were all re-elected, with the addition of Mr. J. Casson ; the district secretary

was also re-elected. A vote of thanks to Mr, Hassall and Mr. Perry brought

the second conference to a close.

The third conference was held at Burslem, imder the auspices of the

Burslem Society, on Saturday, 30th November. Mr. F. Hayward (chairman

of the district executive) presided over a very good attendance of del^ates.

Mr. J. M Travers (Burslem) read Mr. W. R. Rae's Congress paper on " The
Co-operative Union and the Unification of its Forces." Mr. J. Casson

(executive) opened the discussion, and referred to Mr. Rae's criticisms and
suggestions relative to district conferences. He suggested that there should

bo a definite organised plan for conferences, which would ensure each subject

being thoroughly discussed, and so obtain the best results for the benefit of

the movement. There should also be a continuity of method in connection

with the districts. Mr. Piurkes (Co-operative Wholesale Society) described

the paper as a splendid appeal for a greater co-operative enthusiasm. He
was not a believer in the suggested alteration of the Union's committee ; he

believed the present system to be quite efficient. What was needed was
co-operative life and vitality. Definite steps for the education of the

members in co-operative principles was an urgent necessity. Mr. Travis

(Stockport) welcomed the paper as an attempt to bring the movement
back to the first principles. The movement was bom amid the industrial

imrost of the ** Hungry Forties." A keen discussion took place, to which

Mr. Travers suitably replied.

The fourth conference was hold at Macclesfield on Saturday, 22nd
Febnian,-, 1913, at which thorn was a good attendance. Mr. Hayward
(Hnrslrtu), president of the association, occupied the ehair. Mr. J. Biliington

(prosidcfit of the Macclesfiold Society) gave the delegates a hoarty woloomo
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to Macclesfield, by saying they were always ready to do anything for the

advancement of the movement. Mr. J. E. Leah (secretary of the Macclesfield

Society) read his paper entitled " Competition within the Co-operative

Movement." Mr. J. H. Fletcher (executive) opened the discussion, saying

that competition with the shops of limited companies was sufficiently keen

without one co-operative society having to face the competition of another.

There was no doubt about the fact that a great struggle was coming between

their societies and the multiple firms, and the sooner the former set their

houses in order the better it would be. So far as overlapping was concerned,

he was of the opinion that when the Co-operative Union gave a decision

the societies concerned should loyally abide by it. Mr. Yates (Droylsden)

said the writer of the paper seemed to deprecate the existence of so many
productive societies engaged in the same trade ; but he wanted the delegates

to bear in mind that thirty years ago Congress strenuously advocated the

formation of productive societies. He (the speaker) believed they repre-

sented the highest forms of co-operation. Mr. Hilton (Insurance) described

the paper as one of the boldest he had heard for some time. He could not,

however, agree with the suggested remedy for overlapping on the productive

side of the movement. He was afraid, if all the productive efforts of

co-operators were centralised in the Co-operative Wholesale Society, the

directors of that institution would not be able to look after the business in

such a manner as would commend itself to them. Interest in the subject

was well maintained, and Mr. Leah's reply to the discussion gave every

satisfaction.

The following is the financial statement for the year 1912 :

—

Receipts. £ s. d.

To Cash from North-Western Sec-
tional Board. 23 7

£33 7 4

Expenditure, £ 8. d.

By Balance due December, 1911 11 9
,, Executive Meetings 4 11 9

,, Conferences and other Meetings. 7 18 6

„ Sectional Conference 17 10

,, Joint Meeting (Manchester) 15

„ Deputation to Sandbach 4 4

„ Postages 8 2

,, Secretary's Salary (for 1911-12,
two years) 4

„ Cash in hand, 31st Dec, 1912 4

£23 7 4

Geo. Harding, Secretary.

No. 9.—Manchester.

Executive Committee.

Mr. W. H, Kirkland, Pendleton.

„ E. J. Croden, Pendleton.

„ Edgar Whiteley, Burnage.

„ W. Hibbert, Newton Heath.

Mr. Daniel Pogson 'chairman), Gorton,
Manchester.

„ James Thompson (secretary), Ash-
ton.

„ George Wood (statistical secretary),

Pendleton.

Representative on Sectional Board: Mr, James Pollitt, Swinton.

Representative of the Educational Committees' Association : Mr. Walter Nield,

Oldham,
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The executive have arranged and carried out the following conferences :

—

Date. Place. Subject. Writer and Reader.

1912.

April 29

July 20

Oct. 12

1918.

Jan. 11

Manchester

.

Hadfield . . .

.

Boxton ....

Pendleton .

.

Co-operators and the National Insorance
Act.

The Ck>-operative Union and the Unifica-
tion of its Forces.

The National Co-operative Men's Guild. .

.

The Leg^l Position of Co-operative
Societies with regard to Payment of
Wages to Employes during Sickness,
and their relation to the National
Insurance Act, 1911.

Mr. J. Odgers.

Mr. J. PoUitt read Mr.
Rae's Congress paper

Mr. Watkin '8 paper, read
by Mr. J. Bradshaw.

Introduced by Mr. C. F.
Entwistle, L.L.B.,
(partner with Mr.
Harwood, solicitor to

the Co-op. Union).

The first conference of the ye€tr was held at Downing Street, Man-
chester, when Mr. Odgers introduced the question of the National Insurance

Act, and lie was followed by Mr. Oliver and Mr. Leah, all of the Co-operative

Insurance Society, who gave the different phases of the Act and showed
the necessity of co-operators forming an approved society. Very many
questions were asked by the delegates and answered by the above-named
gentlemen, resulting in a very useful conference At this conference the copy
of a letter sent by the secretary to the relatives of the late Mr. Thomas Hayes
was read by him, along with Miss Hayes' reply, both of which he was instructed

to enter in the minutes. Mr. Hayes was the first chairman of the district

association, and served it long and well, and his genial influence will long

})0 remembered by his colleagues.

The second conference was held at Hadfield, when Mr. Rae's Congress

paper was read by Mr. Pollitt. It was felt that the appointment of delegates

by rota, by either societies or other bodies, was a weakness, as there was
no continuity of policy. On the other hand, others held it was a means
of educating a larger number of workers and preparing them for greater

responsibilities in their own societies. It was also thought that papers of

a consecutive kind on the work and principles of the movement should be

prepared by some authority and read at all the conferences in the move-
ment, to create a consensus of opinion, and that this should be tabulated

for future guidance.

The third conference was held at Huxton under the auspices of tho

Whaley Bridge Society, when the question of National Co-operative Men's

Guilds was discussed, Mr. Watkin's paper Ix'ing read by Mr. J. Hradshaw
(secretary, North-Westem Section). It was felt we were in dajigcr of

forgetting the true meaning of co-o|)eration, and remembering only that we
were tratlers and dividend manufacturers. The guilds were intended to

remind us that the making of men and character, and the fostering of

brotherlinew, wits greater than dividend and profit, and that if wo neglect

this part of our work we do so at our peril. • .
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At the fourth and last conference, Mr. C. F. Entwistle, L.L.B., intro-

duced the practical question of " The Legal Position of Co-operative

Societies with regard to Payment of Wages to En?ploy6s during sickness,

and the relation of the National Insurance Act of 1911 to the Societies."

He laid down the law very clearly on the question and advised societies that

had not already done so to have a definite and fixed agreement with their

employes on this matter, by which both employers and employes should

be bound, and not trust to custom or practice. He was plied with questions

from all parts of the hall, to which he replied seriatim, and every one agreed

that Mr. Entwistle had acquitted himself exceedingly well, and that the

conference had been most useful and helpful.

At the first conference Messrs. Thompson (Ashton) and Wood (Pendleton)

were appointed as district and statistical secretaries, and the following

societies asked to send one representative each to form the executive com-

mittee :—Droylsden, Eccles, Failsworth, Manchester and Salford, and
Pendleton, and Mr Walter Nield (Oldham) was appointed to represent

the Educational Committees' Association.

The association has tried by writing again and again, and by deputation,

to get the only distributive society outside the Union to become a member,

but cannot even get a reply to our appeals either from the secretary, the

chairman, or any other official. There is another society not in a position

to pay its subscription as a member, but will do so as soon as it is able. Its

prospects of improvement in overcoming some of its difficulties seem much
brighter than they have been. Efforts were made some time ago by the

executive to get a neighbouring society to consider amalgamation, but they

were not successful.

The conferences have been well attended and the interest in the

discussions well maintained, and the various societies and associations other

than distributive have been represented at all our conferences, including

the women's guilds.

We must not close without saying a word of the great loss the Pendleton

Society has sustained in the death of Mr. Joseph Hill, J.P., their late manager

and secretary. Much of the society's remarkable success was due to Mr.

Hill's splendid powers of organisation and his great tact in dealing with

difficulties. The secretary sent a letter of condolence to the widow and

family on behalf of the association.

The Failsworth Society has also lost a very useful member of its

Educational Committee in the death of Mr, James Ridyard, whose

usefulness was not confmed to his own society. He took a very prominent

part in the formation and working of many associations which have been

a great help to the movement, as well as representing his society for many
years on the committee of the Working Men's Clubs Association, in

connection with which his knowledge of botany and the naming of plants

has given pleasure and delight to those taking part in rambles, as well as

those in connection with his own and many other societies. He was always

glad to be of service and he will be greatly missed.
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The following is the financial statement for the year 1912 :

—

Receipts.
To Cash in hand. 31st Dec, 1911 ...

,, Cash from North-Wt-sttTn See
tional Board

£ 8.

. 6 5
d.

. 7 10 7

£13 15 7

Expenditure. £ s. d.
By Executive Meetings 4 1

„ Conferences and other Meetings

.

6 19 9
„ Postoges 12 H

„ Salary 2
„ Cash m hand, 81st Dec., 1912 3 1

£13 15 7

J. Thompson, Secretary.

No. 10.

—

North-East Lancashire.

Executive Committee.

Councillor Richard Hargreaves (chair-

man), Barrowford.

Councillor J. W. Cooper (secretary),

Clayton-le-Moors.

Mr. S. Blakeborough, J. P., Burnley.

Mr. John R. Shuttleworth, Accrington.

„ A. Higham, Darwen.

„ John Hodgson, Great Harwood.

„ Joseph Lee, Brierfield.

„ Benajmin Riley, Winewall.

Representative on Sectional Board : Councillor Wm. Dewhurst, Colne.

Good progress has been made in this district during the year, the trade

and membership having been exceptionally good.

Our first conference of the year was held at Accrington on 23rd March,

to whicli the Sectional Board sent two of its members (Messrs. Gregory and
Pollitt) to address the meeting on " The Working of the Co-operative Union ;

It« Necessity and Utility." As might be expected, thi^ vas done in a very

able manner, and no doubt the conference helped to strengthen the bond of

union in this district.

The second conference was held at Clayton-le-Moors, where the delegates

first attended at the opening of a new bakery by the president of the society

(Mr. J. C. Parker, J.P.). Mr. James Sharpies (Blackburn) then read a paper

written by him on *' The National Health Insurance Act as it affects

Co-operative Societies," This proved to bo very opportune, and was much
appreciated at the time.

The next conference was held at Brierfield, where the annual report and
statement of accounts were approved and adopted. Mr. A. Pickup (Buniloy)

read a paper written by him on " Leakage and the Leakage System." This

prtned very interesting, and a lively discussion on the merits and dements
<»f the system took place.

Our fourth conference was held at Colne on Saturday, 23rd November,
when Councillor Wm. Dewhurst (our representative on the ScH>tional Board)

road Mr. W. R. Rao's Congress papor on ** The Co-operative Union and the

Unification of itc Forces."

On 14th December we held a special conference at Burnley, to discuss the

rules as submitted by the Sectional Hoard for the guidance of district

associations. It was docidtxl to adopt the rules as drafted by the Boarti,
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with the exception that the societies in Blackburn shall be represented on

the executive as per rota, ^athout being submitted to an election.

The following is the financial statement for the year 1912 :- -

Receipts. £ s. d. Expenditure. £ s. d.
To Cash from North-Western Sec- By Balance due 8 8 8

tional Board , \i 8 8 „ Executive Meetings 5 17
Cash due to District, 31st Decern- „ Conferences and other Meetings.. 6 19 7

ber, 1912 8 16 1 „ Sectional Conferences 1 1 1

Joint Meetings (Sectional Board
and Women's Guild)... 15 4

,
Postages 3 1

£23 4 9 £23 4 9

J. W. Cooper, Secretary.

No. 11.

—

North Lancashire.

Executive Committee.

]\Ir. R. Richmond (chairman), Fleet-
wood.

„ J. Parr, J.P. (secretary), Blackpool.

„ J. Moore, J.P., Lancaster.

Mr. T. Kay, Longridge.

„ W. Irving, Blackpool.

„ John Allen, Southport.

Representative from Sectional Board : Mr. W. Gregory, J.P., Preston.

During the past year the societies in this district have maintained a

steady rate of progress and prosperity in membership and trade.

By an arrangement with the L^yland Society and the Co-operative

Union, the Preston Society has commenced business in the outlying

district of Crotson.

Four conferences have been held during the year, which have always
been well attended from the various societies by delegates representing the

Boards of Management, Educational Committees, and the Women's Guilds.

The first conference was held at Leyland on 24th February, 1912, when
Mr. J. Wallwork, J.P., read Mr. H. J. May's paper on " Co-operators and
the Insurance Act," which contained an excellent resume of Part I. of the

Act, and urged that the most appropriate machinery by which co-operators

could take advantage of the Act was through the English and Scottish

Wholesale Societies—a proposal that was generally supported in the dis-

cussion.

The second conference was held at Fleetwood on 18th May, 1912, when
Mr. Scholfield read an interesting paper on " Efficiency within the

Co-operative Movement." He pressed for the education of their employes,

and said that efficiency should conduce to the elimination of waste. The
concentration of labour and capital were most necessary at the most
opportune time, and the right direction of efforts with their increased

intensity, in order that the individual and collective prosperity of co-

operators might be increased. Amongst directors there was not a

sufficient recognition of the value of education as a factor in efficiency and
eo-operative progress.
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The annual meeting was held at Ribchester on 24th August, 1912, when
the annual report and statement of accounts were adopted.

Mr. E. Haworth (Blackpool) then read a paper on " Some Defects

Within the Co-operative Movement." He thought those societies

that dealt in perishable goods should leave the buying of those to the head

shopman. Employes had a right to vote in the election of committee-men

when they were members, but they should not influence other votes.

The check sheets brought in by members should be checked and compared
with the duplicates left in book. Women's guilds which devoted any
portion of their grants to obtaui women's rights were guilty of a breach of

trust. When the Co-operative Wholesale Society is satisfied with a fair

interest and depreciation and proportions to management expenses, and

returned a higher percentage of net profits on purchases, they would get

increased loyalty.

The conference also had under discussion the following motion from

the Preston Society r

—

That this Conference Association records its opinion that the

present method of voting—namely, four votes for each

society—is inequitable, and requests the Sectional Board to

bring before the section proposals for placuig the district,

as regards voting, on the same basis as the Co-operative Union,

namely, that each society shall Ijo enabled to record votes

proportionate to the members for which it is paying sub-

scriptions to the Co-operative Union.

The motion was lost by a large majority, only six voting for it.

The last conference was held at Longridge on 30th November, 1912.

when a letter was read from the Preston Society conveying a resolution of

the committee to the effect that, in consequence of the attitude taken up
by the district association at the last conference, they could not be repre-

sented at the present meeting, and felt that to absent themselves was the

only effective way in which they could dissociate themselves from

the principles laid down at the previous conference.

Mr. R. Nicholson afterwards read his paper on " Co-operative Table-

Talk.'* He said they must at least be as efficient in the administration

and working of their businesses as their opponents. They must train their

empIoy«5'8 and develop them into capable, interested, and enthusiastic

8Prvarit«. Their children could be educated in co-operation by mean.s of

co-operative plays ; the practices were thoroughly enjoyed by the children.

He favoured the idea of mlvertising their movomont in some widely read

paper, and thought it would bo mtich better propaganda work than nuich

they undertook at present. He thought they should join with other forces

for the amelioration of the working elanwH, provided thoj' did not trample

on the conscientious convictions of any section of co-operators, although

he recognised a difference between '* conscientious convictions " and
** party political prejudices.**
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The following is the financial statement for the year 1912 :

—

Receipts. £ 8. d.
]

Expenditure. £ s. d.

To Cash in band, 1st Jauuary, 1912. . 4 4
I
By Executive Meeting 6 1110

., Cash from North-Western Sec-
j ,, District Conferences and other

tional Board 18 6 5
I

Meetings Gil (>

I

,, Sectional Conference 1 4 i>

,, Joint Meeting 1 4

„ General Printing 10

„ Postages 7 6

„ Secretary's Salary 2

„ Cash in hand 3 18 6

£22 10 5 £22 10 5

JosErH L. Parr, Secretary.

No. 12.—North Lonsdale.

Executive Committee.

Mr. W. Swindlehurst (chairman),

Barrow-in-Furness.

„ G. Richardson (secretary), Barrow.

„ J. Ireland, Ulverston.

Mr. W. Lewney, J.P., Dalton-in-Furness.

„ H. W. Hague, Carnforth.

„ J. H. Parr, Kendal.

,, R. Cleasby, Millom.

Representative on Sectional Board : Mr. James Dickinson, Cark-in-Cartmel.

We have again the pleasure of submitting to you the annual report of

the work of your association, and we are glad to note that the industrial

improvement which was looked forward to when submitting our last report

has enabled societies to maintain their upward trend of progress during the

year. Increases of membership and sales are recorded, and we note that

profits have been more satisfactory, thus enabling some of the societies to

consolidate and strengthen their position. The upward tendency and
growth of our societies must ultimately have the effect of causing those who
are not connected with our movement to consider the advisability of

becoming participators in the many advantages offered by co-operation.

Extensions of business premises to meet growing demands continue,

and we note the erection of new confectionery premises by the Barrow
Society, which has also under consideration the question of new warehouses

and dairy for the supply of milk and dairy produce to its members.

The Carnforth Society is extending its central premises, and has also

purchased land at Silverdale with a view to erecting a branch store.

The Lower Holker Society's store has been rebuilt throughout, additional

property having been purchased for that purpose.

The Ulverston Society has purchased land, and is proceeding with the

erection of what may be termed a co-operative suburb. Upwards of eighty-

five semi-detached houses will be built, the Co-operative Wholesale Society

being the architects.

The Leven Valley Society has almost completed a scheme for the

erection of workmen's dwellings.

During the year the Kendal Society successfully celebrated its jvibilee.

We regret to record the resignation of Mr. J. J. Cain, J.P., who has been
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associated with tlie executive committee of the district since its formation

in 1893, and chairman for seven years— 1905 to 1912.

Five executive meetings and four conferences have been held.

The first conference was held at Lower Holker on 18tli May, 1912, when
Mr. Bowker read a paper on " High and Low Dividends." The essential

points, for and against, as affecting the movement, were ably dealt with in

discussion.

The annual conference was held at Ambleside on 24th August. Mr.

Lishman, in an interesting paper, dealt with " The Lack of Interest amongst
Members of Co-operative Stores and Societies : Its Possible Dangers."

An excellent discussion followed, and in order to cope with the lack of

interest dealt with in the paper, educational work on co-operative lines was
advocated.

The third conference was held at Camforth on 30th November, when,

in an effective manner, Mr. Chapman dealt with " Co-operation and the

Perils of Credit." The systems for controlling and limiting credit as

practised by the societies throughout the district were dealt A^ath ; its danger

to the movement fully recognised ; and, \ihilst it was not practicable to

altogether abolish it, it was their duty to keep it at the lowest possible limit.

The fourth conference was held at Barrow on 22nd February, 1913.

Mr. Lyon, J.P., in an excellent paper, raised the question " Is the Adoption

of the Co-operative Society's Wholesale Minimum Rate the Best Method of

Increasing Co-operative Production, or will it do away with Sweated

InduJBtries ? " The contention of the writer was that the additional cost on

pnxluction consequent upon the minimum wage resolution, if c€urried into

effect, would debar the Co-operative Wholesale Society from entering upon
the worst class of sweated industries.

We have again to record the fact that our conferences have been well

attended, the discussions brisk and well maintained, and the subjects

interesting and of an educational nature. The good feeling between the

executive and societies is helpful to the movement, their services being at

the call of any society needing them.

We again return thanks for the hospitality shown us during the year.

The following is the financial statement for the year 1912 :

—

Receipts. £ a. d.
^

Expenditure £ 8. d.
ToOnuiU... .80 10 By Cash duo to bistrict, lit January,

1912 16 9

„ Executive Meetinf* 8 1 1

„ ConferenceH 9 8 9

, „ Joint Meeting at Manoheater.... S 8 8
„ Seotional Meeting at Koole* 1 1

„ DepuUtion to Societies 4

I „ PostagM 10

„ Orant to Lower Holkar Society, rr

Conferenca Expanses 1

„ Urant to Ambledda Society. r«

Couferonoa Expanses ir>

' „ Sacralart's Salary 9

I

., Cash !n band, 81st Dec., 1919 .... 4

£80 10 I £80 10

t.Ko. KiriiARnsoN, Secretary.
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No. 13.

—

Oluham.

Executive Committee.

Councillor F. Houghton, J.P. (presi- Mr. J. W. Wroe, Oldham.

dent), Oldham. „ A. E. Dicken, Stalybridge.

Mr. William Hall (district secretary), „ David Lawton, J.P., Greenfield.

Ashton-under-Lyne. „ H. Whitehead, jun., Dobcross.

Councillor S. Kitchen, J.P., Ashton.

Representative from the Educational Committees' Association :

Mr. W. A. Lees, Oldham.

Representative on Sectional Board : Mr. H. Stuttard, Royton.

We have pleasure in recording the continued loyalty of societies to the

association, which was reflected in the attendance at conferences and by
instructive discussions.

Societies are in a prosperous condition generally, but certain departments

have experienced great diflficulties owing to the increase in cost price of

goods. Committees, however, are looking forward to future developments

by providing extra accommodation. There appears to be an earnest desire

for united action to combat an ever-growing competition.

It is frequently necessary to remind members of first principles.

Educational committees advertise the benefits of co-operation by providing

lectures and interesting subjects for debate, by attractive smoking concerts

for men, and miscellaneous concerts for women, and entertainments for

children. The social element enters into their work and appears to be

appreciated.

The first conference was held at Uppermill on 11th May, 1912. Mr. J.

Wood (Uppermill) read a paper on " Co-operation and our Industrial System."

He appealed for greater loyalty to co-operative productions and to guard

against internal competition. The executive were re-elected at this con-

ference.

The second conference was held at Diggle on 27th July, 1012. Mr. H.

Hudson (Greenfield) read a paper on " Co-operation and its Difficulties."

He said progress was hindered by want of loyalty, and the remedy for dis-

loyalty was Jinowledge and education. He deplored competition between

societies, and favoured amalgamation or combined buying.

The third conference was held at Royton on 2()th October, 1912. Mr.

W. A. Lees (Oldliam) read a paper on " The Danger of the Success of the

Co-operative Movement." He said : One great danger is the over emphasis

of the commercial side of our work. The craze for high dividends must

inevitably lead to the lowering of ideals. There is still a great need for

education in first principles.

The fourth conference was held at Crompton on 25th January, 1913.

Mr. R. Metcalf (Royton) read a paper on " Co-operative Ideals." He said

there was more need for co-operation in industry. Co-operators ought to

realise their responsibilities if they were to rise above the dead level of the
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commonplace. He condemned the craving for cheapness without due

regard to the lives of the producers.

A special conference of committees of management, managers, and
secretaries was held at Oldham on 2»th March, 1913, when Mr. G. F.

Ent^s-istle, LL.B. (partner to Mr. H. Harwood, solicitor to the Co-operative

Union), introduced the following :
—

" The Legal Position of Co-operative

Societies with regard to Payment of Wages to Employes during Sickness,

and their Relation to the National Health Insurance Act, 1912." The
conference was well attended, and a useful and interesting discussion took

place.

The following is the financial statement for the year 1912 :

—

Receipts. £ s. d.

To CftBh from Nortli-Western Sec-
Uonal Board 11 9 10

Expenditure. £ a.

By Balance due 10
„ Executive Meetings 4 1

„ Conferences and other Meetings . 8 9
,, Sectional Conference 9
„ Joint Meeting 7
„ Deputation to Dobcross 8
„ Postages 3
,, Secretary's Salary 3
„ Cash in hand, 8l8t December, 1912

£11 9 10 £11 9 10

William Hall, Secretary.

No. 14.

—

Rochdale.

Executive Committee.

Mr. R. Holt (chairman), Rochdale.

„ W. Booth (secretary), 40, Lytham
Place, Bury New Road, Heywood.

.. David Farrow, J.P., Bury.

Mr. C. A. Cook, Wardle.

„ Wm. Holt, Milnrow.

„ A. Johnson, Heywood.

„ Jas. Hunting, Elton, near Bury,

Representative on Sectional Board : Mr. Ben. Woolfenden, Rochdale.

Representative on Educational Committees' Association : Mr. J. C. Hill,

Bury.

Our conunittee have held four conferences and four executive meetings

during the year.

The first conference was held at Littleborough on 20th January, 1012,

when Mr. Johnson (Heywood) read Mr. P. Duerden's paper, entitled " Sales-

manship in a Co-operative Store." It was contended by various speakers

that whilst branch managers must bo courteous, civil, and obliging to

cuHtomcrs, they ought also to bo treated respectfully by the members, which
did not always follow.

The second conference was held at Newhey on 30th April, 1912. At
this conference Mr. Hargreaves (Rochdale) road Mr. H J. May's pa|>er,

entitled " Co-operators and the Insurance Act.** As there vftut at this time

much feeling in the country concerning the measure, it was thought by the

speakers to be very timely as an opportunity to elucidate the subject. There
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was much enthusiasm displayed by the speakers. The general opinion

was that as time went by the measure would prove a great boon to tlio

people.

The third conference was held at Summerseat and Brooksbottom

conjointly on 13th July, 1912. Mr. S. P. Leah read his paper entitled

" Co-operators and National Health Insurance." Whilst recognising

that the paper was a good one, there was soine criticisms on the same. It

was not quite up-to-date in some respects, and several speakers thought

the Insurance Society was late in the field. It was stated that the executive

did not give any facility to the Insurance Society that they would not

concede to the Co-operative Wholesale Society.

The fourth conference was held at Tottington on 12th October, 1912.

Mr. R. Holt (chairman of the executive) read the paper by Mr. W. J. Douse

on '• Co-operation vermis the Multiple Shop." It was felt by the delegates

that in the future these things would have to be counted with, and that

co-operators must brace themselves up to the combat. It was realised

that if we are to successfully cope with rings, trusts, and combines, and the

multiple shops, we must be loyal and true to our movement, and trust our

leaders, and then we should always swim on the top.

Our executive appreciate the kindness of societies which have entertained

the conferences, and they are glad to find a miore ready response from

societies to take their place in relation theret6. It is felt that a good work

of consolidation is enhanced by the hearty manner in which the conferences

are sustained.

The following is the financial statement foi the year 1912 :

—

Expenditure. .£ s. d.

By Executive Meeting 4 10 6

„ Conferences and other Meetings 6 7 9

„ Propaganda, &c ii 5

„ Stationery 2

„ Postages 10 9

,, Secretary's Salary 2

„ Cash in hand 3 9

JE19 12 2

William Booth, Secretary.

Receipts. £ s d.

To Cash in hand, Ist January, 1912. . 2 16 8

,, Cash from North-Western Sec-
tional Board 16 15 11

£19 12 2

No. 15.—ROSSENDALE.

Executive Committee.

Mr. Samuel Spargo (chairman), Bacup.

,, James Shepherd (secretary), Raw
tenstall.

„ Robert H. Hamer, Haslingden.

Representative on Sectional Board : Mr. James Shepherd, Rawtenstall.

Mr. John Longworth, Ramsbottom.

„ W. L. Whitehead, Waterfoot.

„ G. H. Chadwick, Crawshawbooth.

We have pleasure in submitting for your approval the annual report

of our association.
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During the year we have had four conferences and four executive

meetings—all well attended.

The first conference was held at Helinshore on Saturday, 27th January,

1912. The secretary read the report and financial statement for the year

1911, which WHS confirmed.

The executive committee, secretary', and auditor were then elected

for the year.

Mr. Leah (Co-operative Insurance Society) then read his paper on

"Co-operators emd the National Insurance Act, 1911." He said nearly

one million co-operators were unprotected against pickness and disablement,

while nearly thirteen million workers must be assured under the new Act.

This should clearly show the necessity for a co-operative approved society,

and the Co-operative Sickness Insurance Friendly Society was registered

for such work, and co-operators would fail in their aims and objects if they

did not take advantage of the Act and administer its benefits for co-operators.

The discussion mainly consisted of questions, to which Mr. Leah replied.

The second conference was held at Bacup on Saturday, 27th April,

1912, when the National Insurance Act was again introduced by Mr.

Sharpies (Blackburn), who dealt chiefly with Section 47, pointing out the

responsibility of committees with regard to the wages of their employes

during sickness. He said some arrangement should be made between them

to get the amoimt of their subscriptions reduced, also that prescriptions

from the doctors should be administered by the societies' own chemists

;

women also would form a part of the commission. He trusted that the

spirit of friendliness would be shown by trade-unionists, friendly societies,

and co-operators by working hand in hand. A good and instructive

discussion followed.

The third conference was held at Love Clough on Saturday, 13th July,

1912, when Mr. J. Shepherd read Mr. Bell's paper on "The Co-operative

Movement of To-day and its Ideals," which dealt with a great many ideals

that ought to be taken up, for he could not see any reason why co-operators

should not purchase cotton plantations, cotton mills, and coal mines, &c.,

for the supplying of all the members' needs. A lively discussion followed.

The fourth conference was held at Haslingden on Saturday, 19th

October, 1912, when Mr. J. W. Hargreaves (Haslingden) road hia paper on
" The Aims and Methods of Co-operation." Mr. Hargreaves said when
the movement was at first started its aim was co-operation for social benefit

and self-help more than for profit, but now we find that dividends have

entered too largely into the minds of the members. Dividend was not all

that co-operation stood for to-day. Wo ought to try and do away with

the comi)etitive system within the movemont, and to do our Iwst to create

a deeper interest among our members in all that is going on in the

movemont. A good discussion followe<l.

During the year the trade of our diHtrict has been fairly tzooi\, nnd wo
are glad to say that our societies have got a share of that by iiioroascd sales,

share capital, and membership. May they still go on.
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A^nalgamation has again been attempted, but so far not successful.

Those societies outside the Co-operative Union have again had

attention, and during the year one society has fallen into line and joined

the Union. May those outside soon follow.

The low dividend societies are all doing well.

Lectures and concerts at several of our societies have again been

given with success, and the women's guilds are doing good and useful

work.

The following is the financial statement for the year 1912 :

—

Receipts. £ s. d.

To Cash in hand, Ist January, 1912. .16 8

„ Cash from North-Western Sec-
tional Board 9 14 4

Expenditure. jB s d.

By Executive Meeting . 3 4

,, Joint Meeting 7 2

,, Sectional Conference 7 8

„ Stationery 1

„ Postages 7

„ Secretary's Salary 2

„ Cash in hand, 31st Dec, 1912 .... 1 511

jBU 1 JEll 1

District Fund.

Receipts. £ s. d.

To Cash in hand, 1st January, 1912. . 10 3 5

„ Fees from Societies 13 15 2

Audited—
A. J. Joy.

Expenditure. £ s. d.

By Cash paid for Conference Teas . . 7 15

„ Fares 2 6
„ Stamps 3
„ Stationery 1 5

„ New Rules 7 6

„ Minute Book 8 6
,, Deputations 5 7
„ Cash in hand, 31st Dec, 1912 .... 15 1

^28 18 7 JE23 18 7

J. SHErHERD, Secretary.

No. 16.

—

South Yorkshire.

Executive Committee.

Councillor C. Wightman, J.P. (chair- Mr. F. W. Sandford, Sharrow.

man), Doncaster. „ G. Major, Masborough.

Mr. W. Knowles (secretary), 98, Heavy „ L. Holmes, Goole.

Gate Road, Steel Bank, Sheffield. „ C. Chapman, Chesterfield.

„ G. Jones, Barnsley. „ W. Knight, Sheffield.

Representative from Sectional Board : Mr. J. C. Kenworthy.

We have pleasure in presenting our annnal report to Congress.
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Four executive meetings and four conferences have been held, a list of which

is appended :
—

Date. Place.

X912.
17th Feb. . . Clown

I

18th May . . Worksop

24th Aug. . . Masborough

.

16th Nov. . . Chesterfield

Sabject.

Dividends.*

Introdaoed by

Mr. D. Harding.

Mr. C. Chapman.'*The lacK of Interest

among Co-operative
Societi3s and its

possible dangers."
(Mr. Booth's Paper.)

"District and Statistical Mr. Wm. Knowles.
Reports and Election

of Ofl&cers."

" A few critical comments j Mr. S. A. Syddall.

on the possibilities of

Co-operation."
New Rules with the sug-

gestions of the District

Executive.
Statistical report of Credit

Trading in South York-
shire District.

Mr. Wm. Knowles.

Mr. J. C. Kenworthy.

At the Clown conference the paper waa a very able one. The writer

contended that dividend was a determining factor in the progress of the

movement, but he believed that high dividends restricted trade and by

inflating selling prices debarred poor people from taking advantage of the

movement.

A good discussion followed, which there is no doubt will be of service

in this outpost of our district.

The paper at our second conference was considered somewhat
pessimistic and did not achieve the results that were expected.

Our third conference was devoted to the consideration of the annual

and statistical reports and matters arising therefrom.

It was decided that the statistical secretary in future prepare and

submit a more elaborate report of the district, and it be printed and circu-

lated amongst the societies as was formerly done.

At our last conference we had quite an unique paper from one of the

Chesterfield Committee. A lengthy and varied discussion took place.

At this conference the revised new rules were submitted and adopted

subject to them being redrafted in accordance with the recommendations

of the executive committee.

Mr. Kenworthy (District Member of Sectional Board) submitted an

appeal on behalf of the Board on the question of credit trading, and moved
the following resolution :

—

24
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That this conference is of opinion that credit trading is an evil,

and urges upon committees in the South Yorkshire District

to do their utmost to curtail or aboHsh the practice in their

respective societies.

This was carried.

The following is the financial statement for the year 1912 :

—

£ 8. d.Receipts.
To Cash from North-Westem Sec-

tional Board 27 2 5

£27 2 5

Expenditure. £ s. d.

By Balance due 110 5

, , Executive Meeting 3 12 6

,, Conferences and other Meetings. 10 13 1

,, Sectional Conference 1 7 10

,, Joint Meeting 1 8 B

,, Stationery 2 6

„ Postages 12 6

„ Secretary's Salary 2

„ Cash in hand, 81st December, 1912 6

£21 2 5

District Fund.

Receipts. £ s. d.

To Balance, 1st January, 1912 8 16 2

„ Levies 7 6

£9 3 8

Expenditure. £ s. d.

By Attending other Conferences 14 4

„ Congress 3 3 11

„ Balance in hand 5 5 5

£9 8 8

Wm. Knowles, Secretary.

EDUCATIONAL COMMITTEES' ASSOCIATION.

Executive Committee.

ISlr. Walter Nield (president), Oldham.

„ J. S. Armitage (treasurer), Hudders-

field.

„ John E. Connor (hon. secretary),

Bolton.

„ E. Couldwell, Brightside and Car-

brook.

Mr. T. Anderson, York.

„ Mackley, Keighley.

„ W. E. Chapman, Eccles.

„ G. Travis, Stockport.

„ T. Marsden, Leeds.

„ J. C. Hill, Bur}'.

„ W. A. Lees, Oldham.

Once more it is our duty and pleasure to place before you a report of

the work of the association for the past year. In doing so, we feel we may
claim that the efforts of your executive have in the main been of a satis-

factory chareter.

As in previous years, the principal work has been the arrangements of

conferences on educational subjects at various centres.

We regret very much that in one or two cases the results were not quite

as satisfactory as we had expected and the entertaining societies had justly

hoped for, owing to the intervention of other matters, namely, the alteration

of the rules of the association, in consequence of which we feel under a deep

obligation to our friends at Stockport, Runcorn, and Widnes, and we express
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our regrets to them for the disappointment they must have felt that the

success of their efforts were marred by circumstances over which they had

no control.

For many years we hayo arrcmged a special conference, chiefly for

secretaries and librarians, when addresses have been given by educational

experts. This year we made no exception to the rule, and we arranged for

one at Aforley on Saturday, 9th March, 1912, in the Co-operative Hall, Albion

Street, under the auspices of the Morley Society, the speaker being a warm
friend of this a.ssociation, professor M. E. Sadler, M.A., Vice-Chancellor of

the Leeds University, and the subject being " Changes in Educational

Ftt-shion." Considering the subject and the high reputation of Professor

Sadler, we naturally looked foru-ard to a splendid conference from the stand-

point of attendance ; but, unfortunately, trouble arose in the industrial

world, caused by the great coal strike ; traffic on the railways was disorganised,

the result being that the attendance at the conference was very poor

—

indeed, about the worst we have had for some time.

It was most unfortunate, for Professor Sadler gave a magnificent address,

dealing with his subject in such a way that only a great teacher can deal.

The attention of those present was kept in such a way that marked intense

interest. At the close of the meeting a strong desire was expressed for the

address to be printed. We tried to prevail upon Professor Sadler to supply

us with the MSS., but he was unable to comply with our request owing to the

many calls upon his time. We take this opportunity of thanking him for liis

many services to the association and the cause of education.

The annual meeting was held under the auspices of the Stockport

Society on Saturday, 23rd March, 1912, and was held in the Centenary Hall.

There was a good attendance. The report and balance sheet were adopted

after some discussion. The officers were re-elected, and the following

societies were appointed to send representatives to the executive for two

years :—Stockport, Xeeds, Bury, and Oldham Equitable. Auditors

:

Messrs. Grindrod (Bolton) and Daniel (Huddersfleld) were re-elected. The
rest of the time vraa spent in revising the rules of the association, the principal

alteration being that in future both officers and members of the executive

must be members of the educational committee.

Mr. 8. F. Perry (president of Stockport Society) should have addressed

the meeting on " Co-operation and the Unrest in tho Industrial World," but

owing to tho length of the meeting, it was postponed.

Tho first quarterly conference was held at HuncMtni on Saturday, 22nd
Jtnio, 1912, at tho invitation of the Runcorn and Widncs Society, and was
well attended. The Kuncom friends had arranged ^^nth the Rev. E. Q.

Miles to introduce the subject of " Education and Industry." Mr. Miles

prepared a very thoughtful paper, which provided ample scope for a very

profitable discussion, but its success was spoiled by tho discussicm of the

thorny subject of tho meaning of certain now rules. We hoi>e our Rtmcom
friends will accept our regrets.
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The second quarterly conference was held at Halifax on Saturday, 28th
September, 1912, under the auspices of the Halifax Industrial Society. There
was a large attendance. Mr. G. H. Wilson introduced the subject of " The
Workers' Educational Association, and its Relation to the Co-operative
Movement." The writer dealt with the subject in such a way that must
have convinced anyone inclined to doubt that there was any relationship

between the two organisations for the weal of the workers. The conference

was a time of great profit. Our congratulations are due to the Halifax
friends for inviting the conference on this particular day, as they already

had a full list, seeing that they had on hand the same day the Sectional

Demonstration and Choirs Contest. We are glad to say all went off as

merrily as a marriage bell. The day will stand out as a red-letter one in

tlie history of the Halifax Society.

The thu-d conference was held at Heywood on Saturday, 7th December,
1912, under the auspices of the Heywood Society. There was a very large

attendance. The subject for condiseration by the conference was
" Educational Aspects of Co-operation," and it was introduced by Mr. E.
Collier, in a well-written paper. The feature of the paper was a restatement

of old truths essential to the movement's well-being. The high tone of the

writer provoked a good friendly discussion that must have left a good
impression on all present.

Taken all round, we firmly believe that the conferences, if it is at all

possible, get more popular, in view of the discussions that have followed the

reading of the papers ; still, the question arises, are we making the best

possible use of them to further the interest of our cause by the taking of

such a wide range of subjects in which, as a natural consequence, the same
ground is repeatedly covered by the various writers ? It has at times been
suggested that a better course would be for the executive to find what? are

. the difficulties and problems of the local committees, and then arrange a

hst of subjects to meet them, as well as give a lead to olher activities. Then
ask for writers for these topics. These are matters the executive may deal

with in the future, with your co-operation and support.

We again offered gold and silver medals for competition amongst the

junior classes in Co-operation, arranged under the Co-operative Union's

rules and examinations. These prizes have a healthy influence upon the

young people, and stimulate interest in class work. The names of the

winners are as follows :—Girls, gold medal, Miss Olive Thomasson (Bolton)

;

boys, gold medal, Mr. I. Goodyear (Huddersfield)
;

girls, gold brooch. Miss

Olive Griffith (Bradford) ; boys, silver medal, Mr. J, R. Wilmot (Birkenhead).

The prizes were distributed at the gathering of young co-operators arranged

at Bolton Street on 22nd June, 1912, by the Educational Committee of the

Co-operative Union. Mr. J. S. Armitage made the presentation on behalf

of the association.

Mr. Mackley represented the association at Portsmouth Congress

;

Messrs. Nield and Armitage on the Educational Committee of the Co-operative
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Union ; Messrs. Connor and Anderson on the Workers' Educational Associa-

tion : Mr. Chapman on the Choral Association.

We have also been represented on the executives, and at the quarterly

conferences of the following districts :—Bolton, Huddersfield, Manchester,

Rochdale, Oldliam, Macclesfield, Crowe, and East Yorkshire. Conferences

only, Calderdale District.

The following societies have become members during the year :

—

Liverpool Equitable Women's Guild and Great Horton Men's Guild.

The revised rules have been registered and printed, and every society

in membersliip should have received a copy.

The list of speakers issued by us has been found very useful and helpful

to societies, and there has been a fair demand for the services of many on
the list. We have again to express ovir regret that we c€tnnot report a similar

call for the services of the choirs.

The future is bright for the cause of education, both general and
co-operative. The forces at work give a sign for the coming dawn of the

workers of the country. We have the Workers' Educational Association

doing a vast amount of solid work. Its classes are growing by leaps and
bounds, attended by earnest men and women with a thirst for knowledge,

and studying such subjects as Industrial Historj' and Economics in three

years' course. Such work is bound to tell in the near future.

Then we have leading statesmen advocating an educational ladder from

the elementary school to the university. We shall all hail with pleasure

such opportunities for our young people—a time when brains, not brass,

shall t«ll. This day will only come when the people demand it, not as a

privilege, but as the right of citizenship. Then let us keep our armour bright,

so that we may wield our due influence as an educational force in the moulding

of the educational policy of the nation.

But to come back to co-operative education. What are its future

prospects ? We answer they never were brighter. Efforts are being made
to found a Co-operative College. Special classes for our women liave been

organisf.'d and have proved a great success. The Central Education

Committee are endeavouring to obtain power from the Co-operative ITnion

to appoint a permanent teacher at Holyoake Houw*. We wish them all

sui'cesH. We welcome the advent of men's guilds amongst us, believing they

will prove a source of power for good. Litst, but not least, wo are getting

into closer touch with other forces—kindnni organisations that make ftir

the welfare of the people. There is an awakening that we have at hcart^

—

one common cause. The signs of the timt^ are most hopeful, so hopeful

that every idealist may thank God and take courage.

J. E. Connor, Secrotarj-.
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(S) SCOTTISH SECTION.

At the first meeting of the Scottish Sectional Board, held in Glasgow
on 31st May, 1912, the following, among other appointments, were made
for the Congress year :

—

Chairman : Mr. James Allan.

Sectional Executive Committee Messrs. J. Allan, J. Deans (secretary),

D. McCulloch, A. Purdie, J. M. Wilkie, and G. Wilson.

Representatives to the United Board. .Messrs. J. Deans and J. Patterson.

Representative to tlie Office Committee Mr. J. Deans.

Representative to Anti-Credit Committee Mr. J. Patterson,

Representative to Central Board Education Committee Mr. J. Lucas.

Representative to quarterly meetings oftlie Scottish Co-operative Wholesale

Society Limited Mr. A. Purdie.

Representatives on the Joint Board of Arbitration, consisting of Represen-

tatives from the Scottish Sectional Board and the Parliamentary

Committee of the Scottish Trades Union Congress :

Messrs. J. Allan, G. Bisset, J. Deans, and J. Lochhead.

Representatives to the Scottish Central Committee on Education :

Messrs. J. Deans, J. Lucas, and G. Wilson.

During the Congress year the Sectional Board has held eleven

meetings, the attendances of members being as under :

—

Absent. • Present.

James Allan 11

George Bisset 11

James Deans 11

James Lochhead 11

James Lucas 1 10

Duncan McCulloch 1 10

John Patterson 2 9

Andrew Purdie 11

George Wilson 1 10

James Wilkie 2 9

In addition to the eleven meetings held by the Sectional Board, the

Executive Committee has held numerous meetings during the Congress year,

at each of which a summary of all the correspondence received by the

secretary between the meetings of the Executive Committee, from co-opera-
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tive organisationa, conference aasociations, and from organisations and
individuals other than co-operative, and the replies thereto, have been

submitted and dealt with.

An interesting feature of the correspondence during the past year has

been the large number of communications received from Scotsmen resident

in the United States and in the British Colonies, requesting to be supplied

with literature and any information calculated to assist them in the formation

of co-operative societies in these parts of the world. It is satisfactory to

know that in quite a number of instances societies have been established

and others are in process of formation, thus promoting the spread of co-opera-

tion in many parta of the world where it hitherto has not existed.

Another important and constantly growing feature of the correspondence

is that relating to legal matters. With the spread of the movement, the

increasing dimensions of individual societies, and the passing of the Shops and

the National Health Insmance Act, the number of legal points arising

in the business affairs of the societies have naturally increased, emd the

services of the legal advisers to the section are more constantly in demand.

The few cases which have gone to court, and the very small number of these

which have gone against the societies, are convincing proofs of the soundness

of the legal advice they have received, and its value to the movement.

The Thirteenth Annual Scottish National Conference.

This conference was held in the Co-operative Hall, Clarence Street,

Glasgow, on Saturday, 27th April, 1912, at wliich there was an exceptionally

large attendance of delegates, representing co-operative societies and other

co-operative organisations from all parts of Scotland. Probably the cause

of the exceptional attendance was the presence of Dr. Karpeles (Vienna), to

read a paper on " Co-operation in Vienna "—a unique experience in the

history of the national or other conference in Scotland. In the unavoidable

absence of the Right Hon. Lord Provost Stevenson, of Glasgow (who had

been unexpectedly called away from the city), Biiilie Alston was present,

and, in a cordial and sympathetic address, welcomed the delegates to the

city of Glasgow. The principcd business of the conference consisted in the

consideration of the annual report and balance sheet of the Scottish Section,

tlie annucd reports, balance sheets, and statistical statements of the ten

Scottish Conference Associations, the Scottish Co-operative Women's Guild,

the Scottish Central Ck>romittoo on Education, a numl)er of resolutions

prepared by the section for submission to the conference bearing upon
matters of importance to the movement, and the Paper by Dr. Kari)oles

(Vienna) on " Co-operation in Vienna." The paper was of a highly

interesting description, giving most interesting details of the extent and

organisation of cooperation in Vienna, showing many distinct differences

between the working of the co operative movement in Vienna from that in

Scotland. The paper was very highly appreciated, and gave rise to a most

interesting discussion, and Dr. Karpeles received the cordial thanks of the

conference.
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Educational Agencies.

The educational agencies of the mov^ement were discussed at consider-

able length, and the following motion submitted by the education committee

of Kinnmg Park Society, viz. :

—

That the respective Conference District Councils in Scotland be the

auxiliary committees for the Central Committee on Education.

This was parsed, with the following addenda submitted by St. George

Society :

—

That the matter be remitted to the section, with a view to their

preparing a scheme which will prevent overlapping in educa-

tional work, and reorganise the same in a manner which will

tend to efficiency so far as Scotland is concerned ; that a

paper be prepared by the section on the whole subject, to be

discussed by the ten conference associations, and submitted

at a special conference in November.
The following further motion was submitted by the Education Committee
of Kinning Park Society :

—

That the Scottish Central Conmiittee on Education make overtures

to the ambulance and musical associations, with the view of

taking over the work of these associations,

but after some discussion it was agreed that this matter be delayed until

the scheme to be prepared by the section is before the conference.

Co-operation and Other Forces.

Mr. Wm. Maxwell, in proposing a vote of thanks to Dr. Karpeles for

his paper, among other remarks gave expression to the following views :

—

He had talked about the emancipation of labour for forty years, and had
painted pictures of what could be done through co-operation alone, but it

did not seem to be much nearer yet ; and since he had mixed with the

Continental co-operators he had been forced to the conclusion that if we
meant what we talked about we would have to go into line with the other

forces outside. If this meant the emancipation of labour, it was not to be

done by co-operation alone, but along with other forces driving to the same
purpose. He held that our purpose would be attained by working in earnest,

and joining hands with everybody willing to reach our goal.

At the Co-operative National Congress held in Portsmouth in the

following month, Mr. Maxwell repeated these views, and, as was to be

expected, such views, coming from a man of such prominence in the co-opera-

tive movement, gave rise to a keen and wide controversy. The Sectional

Board approached Mr. Maxwell, intimating that if he would supply them
with a more detailed statement of his views, they would afford him an

opportunity of placing them before a conference of Scottish co-operators.

Mr. Ma:fwell courteously declined this proposal, stating that the proper

course to pursue was to have the question discussed at a joint conference

of co-operators and trade-unionists. Ultimately the question was taken up
by the United Board of the Co-operative Union, by whom a conference was
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convened, consisting of representatives from the United Board, the Executive

of the Trades Union Congress, and the Executive of the Parliamentary

Labour party. This conference took place in Manchester on 8th February,

and a future meeting has been agreed upon, the result of which will be

awaited with interest.

Co-operative Aoriculturk.

Mr. Bisset, on behalf of the section, proposed the following resolution :

—

This conference is of opinion that the passing of the Small Land-
holders (Scotland) Act provides facilities for bringing agriculture

and agricultural workers within the scope of the co-operative

movement, and the retaining of a large number of the rural

population on the land.

The conference is further of opinion that it is essential to the attain-

ment of this object that well-equipped co-operative societies

or branches of existing societies be established in every agri-

cultural district to supply the small holders with the goods

they require, and to find a ready market for the goods they

produce.

The conference, therefore, appeals to all existing societies to take

every opportunity of extending their operations so as to

embrace the rural districts, and to offer every possible

assistance to organise the people in these districts and educate

them in the principles of co-operation.

The resolution was seconded, and, without discussion, imanimously passed.

Mr. James Deans, on behalf of tho section, proposed the following

resolution :

—

This conference directs attention to and deplores tho serious

industrial crises which recently have been passing over the

country, and the consequent intense suffering inflicted on

large sections of the people. The conference is of opinion

that the time has arrived when a basis ought to be agreed upon
for the settlement of industrial disputes, ccdculated to prevent

the recurrence of such industrial crises as the country has

recently passed through.

which was seconded. The resolution gave rise to a very animated and keen

discussion, a section of the delegates making a strong attack upon its terms.

On a vote being taken, it was carried by a large majority. It was agreed to

hold the next year's conference in Edinburgh.

Special Conference on Education.

In accordance with the remit from tho last National Conference, the

Sectional Board convened a conference consisting of members of the

Scottish Sectional Board, the committees of the Scottish Central Committee

on Education and tho Scottish National Co-operfttive Defence Association,

the conimitteeti of the ten conference associations, representatives from
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the Directorate of the Scottish Co-operative Wholesale Society, and the

executive of the Scottish Co-operative Women's Guild, to consider the

question of the reorganisation of Co-operative Educational Work in Scotland.

The conference was held on Saturday, 5th October, 1912, in the Co-operative

Hall, Clarence Street, Glasgow. Mr. James Allan (chairman of the Scottish

Sectional Board) presided, and there was a large attendance. Councillor

A. M. Welsh read a very interesting paper, subject :
" The Reorganisation

of Co-operative Educational Work in Scotland," and at the close of his

paper submitted the following resolution, which embodies the proposals

contained in the paper, viz. :

—

That, in the opinion of this conference, the Sectional Board of

the Co-operative Union is the proper body to form the

executive for the whole of the propaganda, educational, and

defensive work of the co-operative movement in Scotland,

and recommends that the work of the defence and educational

associations be taken over by the section. Further, that,

in the event of the foregoing resolution being adopted, it is pro-

posed that the resolution be sent to the committees of the

Scottish Central Committee on Education and the Scottish

National Co-operative Defence Association for their con-

sideration, and to the committees of the district conference

associations for discussion at their first quarterly conferences

;

and that the findings of these bodies be communicated to

the Scottish Sectional Board not later than 8th January,

1913 ; also that the resolution of this conference be placed

upon the agenda of business for the Fourteenth Annual

Scottish National Co-operative Conference for discussion.

The resolution was seconded, and, after discussion, was passed, but the

date on which the returns from the conference were to be received by the

section was changed from 8th January to 8th February, 1913. Accordingly

the resolution was forwarded to the committees of the conference associa-

tions, the Scottish Central Committee on Education, and the Scottish

National Co-operative Defence Association, with instructions to have it

discussed at one of their meetings and the result returned by 8th February.

The resolution has been before the ten conference associations, and passed,

either unanimously or by large majorities. It has also been passed by
majorities at the half-yearly meeting of the Scottish National Co-operative

Defence Association, and at the annual meeting of the subscribers to the

Scottish Central Committee on Education, and now awaits the decision of

the National Conference.

Special Sectional Conferences.

The section convened during the year two special sectional conferences,

consisting of representatives from co-operative societies, educational com-

mittees, conference associations, the executive of the Scottish Co-operative

Women'& Guild, and other co-operative organisations.
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Agricultural Co-OPERATidN-

Tlie first conference was held in the Co-operative Hall, Clarence Street,

Glasgow, on Saturday, 7th December, 1912, at which there was a very large

attendance, nearly 300 delegates being present, representing all parts of

Scotland. Mr. James Allan (chairman of the Sectional Board) occupied

the chair, and the subject of discussion was " Co-operative Agriculture,'*

introduced in a very able paper by Mr. Duncan Mc.Innes, director of the

Co-operative Wholesale Society, A very instructive and valuable dis-

cussion took place upon the paper, and Mr. H. IVl Connacher, Secretary' to

the Board of Agriculture for Scotland, was present and gave a very lucid

and interesting explanation of the provisions and operations of the Small

Landholders' (Scotland) Act. The following resolution was passed ;

—

Whereas great facilities for a long-desired development in Scottish

agriculture are ofiered by the Small Landholders' (Scotland)

Act, and whereas the small holders, prospective small holders,

and the nation at large, can only derive the full advantages
intended by the Act through the organismg of small holders

into co-operative societies, this conference, convened by the

Scottish Section of the Co-operative Union—representing

over 400,000 members of co-operative societies engaged in

agriculture, production, distribution, banking, and insurance

—recognises that it would be to the advantage of co-operative

societies to enrol as members small holders engaged in the

raising of farm produce, and that it would be to the advantage
of small holders to become members of existing co-operative

societies that are in a position to supply all the requirements

of and to purchase the produce of small holders ; urges the

establishment of a co-operative society in every rural district

where no co-operative store exists at present ; and directs

the Scottish Sectional Board of the Co-operative Union and
the district conference associations, together or in association

with the Scottish Agricultural Organisation Society, to institute

vigorous propaganda with the object of securing a combination

of agricultural, productive, and distributive interests in

societies affiliated with the Co-operative Union.

A Minimum Waok for Co-orERATiVE Emplotkes.

The second conference was hold in the Co-operative Hall, Clarence

Street, Glasgow, on Saturday, 2r>th January, 1913, at which there was also

a very large attendance, close on 300 delegates being present. With the

object of making the discussion as informative as possible, the Sectional

Board suggested in a circular convening the meeting that the representatives

from societies should consist of members of the committee, and, where there

was a general manager, the manager of the society. Mr. James Allan,

oliairman to the section, presided, and the subject of discussion was " A
Minimum Wage for Co-operative Employ^," introduced by Mr. A. Turdie
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(member of the Sectional Board), reading Mr. Mercer's paper on this subject,

and at the close of the readmg of the paper, Mr. Bisset, on behalf of the

Sectional Board, submitted the following resolution :

—

This conference desires to congratulate the employes of co-operative

societies on the very definite mcrease of wages obtained by
them smce the passing of the minimum wage resolution at

recent Congresses. In the opinion of the conference, the

rate indicated in the Congress resolution is not too high. As,

however, conditions differ greatly in various districts, co-opera-

tive employes should not be too impatient if it is difficult in

certain districts to reach the minimmn all at once. The
conference appeals to societies to embrace every opportunity

of bringing the wages as near the minimum as circumstances

will permit. The conference further appeals to employes

in co-operative societies to take a more direct interest in the

condition of employes in private employment, and to lend

their aid in securing them rises in wages, thereby making it

easier to raise the wage standard in co-operative employment.

The whole question gave rise to a very interesting and animated dis-

cussion, and the resolution was passed with the omission of that part which

asks co-operative employes not to be too impatient if found difficult in

certain districts to reach the minimum wage at once. . . . It is satis-

factory to note that since the conference the question has been before several

of the societies with encouraging results.

Propaganda Agent for the North of Scotland.

Early in the year the committee of the Perth, Forfar, and Aberdeenshire

Conference Association communicated with the Sectional Board and the

directors of the Scottish Co-operative Wholesale Society referring to the

backward condition of co-operation in parts of the north of Scotland, and

suggesting that the Co-operative Union and the Wholesale Society should

vote a sum of £200 each, and that a propaganda agent be appointed for

one year, his services to be confined to the north, the £400 to constitute a

fund to meet the expenses connected therewith. The proposal has been

agreed to by the Co-operative Union and the Wholesale Society, and the

necessary arrangements are in process for agreeing upon the nature and

scope of his work, and the appointment of the agent. Possibly his services

may, among other things, be the means of bringing the agricultural workers

in the northern counties into closer touch with the industrial co-operative

movement.

Congestion and Overlapping.

The Sectional Board extremely regret that they have again to report

that there is no apparent improvement in the congestion and overlapping,

which, for several years past, has been a prolffic source of worry and dis-

couragement in a number of districts of Scotland, but the amount of con-
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gestion, competition, rivalry, and friction seeins rather to increase than

diminish, to the serious damage of the reputation and progress of co-operative

trading in the several localities in which it exists.

The Sectional Board, co-operating with the committees of several of

the district conference associations, have done their best to allay the feeling,

and to fonuulate a working turangement in cases of acute overlapping, but,

they regret to report, with very little encouragement or success. The

existence of this passion for overlapping ia difficult to explain, as in many
instances it must result in a loss rather than a gain to the offending societies.

It is becoming quite common for two or three different societies to be keenly

competing for trade in a small community consisting of not more than from

200 to 300 individuals. The continued growth of the evil of overlapping

is a serious problem which, in the liighest interests of the co-operative move-

ment, demands immediate solution, and the members of the section are

of opinion that the only practical or possible remedy is the amalgamation

of the societies in the congested districts.

Amalgamation.

During nearly the entire Congress year efforts have been in operation

with the object of accomplishing the amalgamation of the co-operative

societies in the district of Falkirk where, within a car rtidius of a few miles

there are ten co-operative societies. Numerous joint meetings, consisting

of representatives from eight of the ten societies, the committee of the

District Conference Association, and the section, have been held, the result

being that the members of the majority of the eight societies have approved

of the principle of amalgamation, and a scheme has been prepared aiid

arrangements are in progress to place it before the members of the societies

at special meetings convened for the purpose. It is sincerely to be hoped

that the results will prove entirely satisfactory.

A joint committee, composed of representatives from the section,

the directors of the Wholesale Society, and the Council of the Glasgow and

Suburbs Conference Association was engaged for a considerable time in

an effort to attain the amalgamation of Clydebank and Dalmuir societies,

where competition and overlapping had assumed a very acute form.

Ultimately a committee, consisting of representatives from the Clydebank

and Dalmuir societies, with Mr. R. Macintosh (accountcuit to the Wholesale

Society) as chairman, was appointed with this object in view, and, after

much and careful consideration of the difficulties of the situation, succeeded

in preparing a scheme for the amalgamation of the two societies ; but it

is very much to be regretted that when it was placed before the memlwrs
of Dalmuir Society it was rejected by them, and the existing condition of

affairs in the district is very far from satisfactory.

Prior to the extension of the City of Glasgow boundaricA there were

seven retail societies within the city ; as a result of the extension of the

boundaries there are now fourteen societies within tlie city—a position of

affairs without a parallel in the co-operative movement in this or any other
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country. The Sectional Board and the Council of the Glasgow and Suburbs

Conference Association prepared and issued a circular to the committees

of the societies, commenting upon such an extraordinary state of matters,

and urging the amalgamation of all the societies into one society ; or if

this were found to be impracticable, submitting several alternative proposals,

and inviting the comments of the committees upon the contents of the

circular, but as yet there has been no response.

The only gleam of success in these efforts towards the consolidation

of the movement by amalgamation has been the successful amalgamation

of the two societies in Brechin, and the prosperity which had attended the

United Society since the amalgamation adds another convincing proof of

the soundness of the policy of amalgamation. It is to be hoped that the

example of Brechin will be speedily followed by other societies in the

numerous congested districts within the area of the Northern Counties

Conference Association.

Membership of the Union.

The Sectional Board are pleased to report that all the societies in

Scotland members of the Union have complied with the provisions of the

new rate of contribution to the funds of the Union which is now upon a

uniform basis, l^d. per member per annum, and are of opinion that this

basis having been fixed for all societies, the smaller societies, which have

hitherto remained outside of the Union because of the unequal rate of

subscription which previously prevailed, should now reconsider their position

and ally themselves with the great majority of the societies which are inembers

of the Union. The section would point out that many of the benefits con-

ferred on the movement by the Union are shared by all societies alike, and
the rate of subscription being reduced and put upon an equitable basis,

there is no good reason why any society should remain outside of its mem-
bership.

Joint Arbitration Board.

For a number of years past there has been in existence a Joint Board of

Arbitration, composed of representatives frorrt the Sectional Board and the

p]xecutive of the Scottish Trades Union Congress. The object of this Board is

to facilitate the settlement of disputes which may arise between co-operative

societies and their employes in an amicable manner. For a time the Board was

fairly successful in doing so, but lately the results have not been so satisfactory.

The Sectional Board are of opinion that the operations of the Arbitration Board

are too protracted, and that the system is not satisfactory, and they, therefore,

consider that the Board should be dissolved and replaced by the appointment of

a thoroughly competent Arbiter to whom all such disputes can be submitted, and

whose award will be final and binding.

Scottish National Co-opebative Defence Association.

The committee, as in previous years, took an active part in the municipal

elections in Scotland in November last, and, all things considered, the results
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have been of an encourtiging naturef There is no question but that the

action of the committee during the past tliree years in connection with the

representation of co-operators on public bodies is making itself felt among
the societies, as the interest and action taken by the societies is steadily

increasing, and, in consequence, the direct representation of co-operators

on public bodies is correspondingly increased. Immediately preceding

the November elections, two joint conferences were held, composed of

representatives from the committees of the Defence Association, the Glasgow

Trades Council, and the Central Labour Party, with the object of securing

joint action in selecting and promoting the election of candidates, but con-

stitutional difficulties in connection with some of the bodies made it

impossible for such to be attained in the meantime, and the matter was
adjourned for further consideration.

The committee have also taken an active part in promoting the progress

through Parliament of the Amending Bill to the Industrial and Provident

Societies Act, 1893, by interviewing and communicating with Scottish

Members of Parliament. The committee regret to say, however, that

although the Bill succeeded in passing through the House of Lords, through

pressure of business in the House of Commons, it had to be dropped for

the session, with the promise of its early introduction in the next session

of Parliament, when it is hoped that it will be more successful.

International Co-operative Alliance Congress.

The arrangements for the above Congress, which is to be held in Glasgow

in the last week of August of this year, are now in a forward condition,

and the programme of business to come before the Congress is probably

the most practical and important that has yet been submitted to any previous

Congress of the Alliance the decisions of which may prove of a very

important and far-reaching description. The Reception Committee are

making arrangements to give to the delegates attending the Congress a

thoroughly co-operative and cordial reception, and also to entertain them
in a manner worthy of the magnitude and reputation of the co-operative

movement in the United Kingdom. Full particulars of the programme of

business and the reception arrangements will bo issued to societies members
of the Alliance in due course.

Scottish Co-operative Friendly Society

An event worthy of note which has taken place during the Congress year is

the formation of the Scottish Co-oi)erativo Friendly Society, in connection with

the formation of which, at the time, there existed an element of considerable

opposition. It is very gratifying to report that the formation of the society has

proved entirely successful, the membership at present being nearly 18,000, with

a prospect of increase, and there can be oo doubt that the society will prove a

very valuable addition to the operations of the Co-operative Movement in

Scotland, helping to keep the Movement in touch with the domestic and social

life of its members.
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Co-operative Ho!mes Association.

The homes at Abbotsview and Seamill have had a very successful year,

the financial support of the societies and tlie number of patients in residence

being fully maintained, and it is evident that the popularity of the homes
as a means of rest and recuperation continues to increase. The proposal

to erect an additional home to be devoted to mothers and children in cele-

bration of the coming-of-age of the Scottish Co-operative Women's Guild,

the Scottish Sectional Board are sure will meet with the approval of all

true co-operators. It would be difficult to find a more appropriate method
of celebrating such an important event as the coming-of-age of the Scottish

Guild.

The Scottish Co-operative Veterans' Association.

This association still continues to do excellent work, and commends
itself to the generous support of the co-operators of Scotland. The associa-

tion is giving very timely and much valued support to veterans of the

co-operative movement who have not reached the age to entitle them to

the old-age pension, and it is sincerely to be trusted that the financial support

hitherto given will be in no way diminished, but rather increased.

Other Co-operative Associations.

The Scottish Co-operative Musical Association.—This association still

continues with success the cultivation of music among the co-operators of

Scotland by the organising of choirs, both senior and junior, also organising

competitions taken part in by the choirs. Several of the choirs have dis-

tinguished themselves by their success in important competitions outside

of the co-operative movement.
Scottish Co-operative Ambulance Association.—This association also

continues to develop the important work it has undertaken with much
success. It will be admitted that in a movement employing so many
operatives in bakeries and factories the training of the employes in ambulance
work is not only important but absolutely necessary.

The Scottish Co-operative Holidays Association.—This association, not-

withstanding the rather unfavourable weather, had a very successful camping
season at Rothesay during last summer. It is pleasing to report that the

United Co-operative Baking Society has invested £1,000 in the funds of

the association, and is also represented on its management ; and the response

to the appeal issued for increased share capital has been very satisfactory,

and the prospects of the association for the ensuing summer are encouraging

and hopeful.

It is satisfactory to observe from the statistical statements of the

societies that they have shared in the general prosperity of the country,

and that the total trade of the societies in Scotland for 1912 is of such

dimensions as must be very gratifying to all earnest co-operators.

James Allan, Chairman.

James Deans, Secretary,
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SCOTTISH CENTRAL COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION.

Executive Committee.

Mr. James Lucas (chairman), Shettles-

tOD.

„ Jas. Deans (secretary), Kilmarnock.

„ George Wilson (treasurer). Bannock-

bum.

„ James Allan, Ibrox.

„ Oeorge Bisset, Aberdeen.

,, James Lochhead, Edinburgh.

„ Duncan McCulloch, Glasgow.

„ John Patterson, Burntisland.

„ Andrew Purdie, Edinburgh.

„ James Wilkie, Langbank.

„ George Thomson, Kilmarnock.

„ A. B. Weir, Barrhead.

Mrs. M'Fie, Newlands.

„ Slater, Partick.

Mr. W. Anderson, Kilbirnie.

„ J. Dodds, Selkirk.

Mr. J. Kelly, Hamilton.

„ G. Gray, Edinburgh.

„ J. Liddell, Falkirk.

„ P. M'Connell, Kirkcaldy.

„ W. Mason, Dalmuir.

„ J. Armour, Paisley.

„ W. M'Isaac, Tillicoultry.

„ G. J. Matthews, Perth.

„ A. M'Donald, Coatbridge.

„ H. Binnie, Stenhousemuir.

„ J. Bardner, Dunfermline.

„ R Newlands, Camelon.

„ W. Johnston, Glasgow.

„ J. B. Calder, Kelty.

„ J. Lindsay, Leith.

„ R. Ritchie, Kilbarchan.

„ W. Simpson, Perth.

„ J. ^latthew, Stirling.

The third half-yearly meeting of the Scottish Central Committee on

Education was held in the office of the Scottish Section, on 24th February,

1912. At that meeting Mr. James Allan (chairman), Mr. James Deans

(secretary), and Mr. George Wilson (treasurer) all intimated their desire to

be relieved of their respective duties. The delegates were of opinion that this

was not desirable, and, after discussion, it was agreed to adjourn the meeting

until 9th March. Mr. Allan's resignation was accepted, and it was agreed to

wait upon Messrs. Deans and Wilson with the object of their reconsidering

their decisions. Mr. James Lucas, M.A., was unanimously appointed

chairman.

At the adjourned meeting, held in the Section Offices, on 9th March, it

was reported thai Messrs. Deans and Wilson had agreed to withdraw their

resignations on the understanding that Mr. Johnston would act as aaaistant

secretary. A scheme of work for the ensuing autumn and winter was
discussed, and it was remitted to the Executive Committee to arrange details.

At the Scottish National Conference, held in Glasgow, on 27th April, a

motion was put forward by Kinning Park Society that the conference

associations act as auxiliary committees to tbe SootUsh Central Committee on

Education, and that the present auxiliary commiiUee be disbanded ; also that

25
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the work of the Musical Association and the Ambulance Association be taken

over by the Scottish Central Committee on Education. . An amendment was

put forward by St. George Society that the constitution of the Scottish

Central Committee on Education be reconsidered. The motion by St. George

Society was remitted to the Scottish Section, with the suggestion that a

conference of the conference committees be convened for its consideration.

The annual meeting of the general committee was held in the office of the

Scottish Section on 6th May, 1912. Mr. James Lucas presided, and there was
a representative attendance. In accordance with the decision arrived at by

the executive, the representatives from the conference associations met with

the executive an hour before the general meeting to discuss the transfer of

the work from the existing auxiliary committees to the conference associations.

The conference associations agreed to take over the work of the auxiliary

committees, with the exception of Renfrewshire, which would consider the

matter later on. It was agreed that the auxiliary committees make out

statements of accounts, to be audited and submitted to the Executive of the

Central Committee, after which the auxiliary committees would be disbanded.

A scheme was also considered and agreed to, detailing the method by which

the relationship between the central committee and the conference committees

would be maintained in the organising and carrying out of the educational

work. A financial statement was submitted by the treasurer and adopted.

The secretary gave a brief resumi of the results of the essay competition and

the examination of the " management " classes, which was satisfactory. It

was agreed that the gold medal in possession of the Executive Committee be

sub-divided into two or more prizes to be given in connection with scholar-

ships, the subjects to be " Co-operation," " Industrial History," " Citizen-

ship," and " Economics."

The committee were of opinion that the formation of a Co-operative

Institute in Glasgow, composed of individuals who were taking a deep and

active interest in the promotion of co-operative principles and methods,

would form a valuable asset to the co-operative movement, and called, through

the co-operative press, a meeting which was held at the offices of the Scottish

Section on 7th January. Mr. James Lucas occupied the chair, but the

response was of a very meagre nature. After fully discussing the question and
coming to the conclusion that such an institution would be of great value to

the co-operative movement, it was resolved not to abandon the matter, but to

convene a further meeting in due course.

A circular was issued appealing to education committees, conference

associations, the executive of the Scottish Co-operative Women's Guild, and

co-operative societies with no education committees for subscriptions to the

Central Education Fund ; and a second appeal was issued to societies which

had not subscribed, the result of which appears on the balance sheet attached

to this report.

During the year the Executive Committee held eleven meetings, and the

Sub-executive held twelve meetings.
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As in the previous year, the committee compiled a list of ladies and

gentlemen who were willing to address public and social meetings, with their

subjects and terms. Intimation of this list was communicated to education

committees, and the list is available for their use. It had been agreed to

organise a course of popular lectures in the conference districts, illustrated by

kinematograph views ; also for half-an-hour preceding the lecture, where

possible, to be arranged that the children be addressed. It was also agreed

that Mr. William Wright, who was then acting as propaganda agent for the

Wholesale Society, deliver these lectures. Unfortunately, Mr. Wright's

health failed him while the arrangements were in process, and they had to be

departed from. The committee then arranged' with each conference district

to have the opportunity of selecting one of the lecturers or speakers on the list

above referred to, to deliver a lecture in a central part in the conference

district, the education committee paying the lecturer's fee and out-of-pocket

expenses, and the conference association paying the hall rent and advertising

of the lecture.

The committee succeeded in establishing classes for the training of

co-operative employes in " co-operative management " at (1) Glasgow, (2)

Hamilton, (3) Kilmarnock, (4) Kirkintilloch, (5) Leith, which are proceeding

in a satisfactory manner. An attempt was made to establish a class at

Dunfermline, but this failed. The committee agreed not to establish any

book-keeping classes entirely under their auspices, but some of the conference

associations and education committees have established book-keeping classes

and the committee agreed to make grants towards the expenses of same at the

close of the session in accordance with the condition of the funds.

With the object of supplying a much felt want, the committee prepared

five one-page leaflets adapted for distribution at public and propaganda

meetings. Samples of these leaflets were supplied to education committees,

and a considerable quantity of them have been distributed at propaganda and

social meetings.

A home-nursing demonstration, under the joint auspices of the Scottish

Co-operative Ambulance Centre and the Scottish Central Committee on

Education, and under the immediate supervision of Dr. John Allan

(Dumbarton), was held in the St. Mungo Halls, on 5th May. Teams of ladies

were present from Dunfermline, Paisley Provident, Dumbarton, St. George,

and St. Rollox, and the demonstration was of a practical and helpful nature.

In accordance with the resolution passed at the national conference held

in April, a conference, consisting of the committees of the conference

aMociations, the committee of the Defence Association, and the Scottish

Central Committee on Education, was held in Clarence Street Hall, Glasgow,

on Saturday, 5th October. Mr. James Allan (chairman to the section)

presided, and the above committees were largely represented. Councillor

A. M. Welsh read an able and suggestive paper on " The Reorganisation of

Educational Work in Scotland." After an interesting discussion Mr. Welsh
moved the following resolution, which was seconded :

—'* That, in the opinion
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of this conference, the Sectional Board of the Co-operative Union is the proper

body to form the executive for the whole of the propaganda, educational, and
defensive work of the co-operative movement in Scotland, and recommends
that the work of the Defence Association and the Educational Association be

taken over by the Section ; and, further, that, in the event of the foregoing

resolution being adopted, it is proposed that the resolution be sent to the

committees of the Scottish Central Committee on Education and the Scottish

National Co-operative Defence Association for their consideration, and to the

committees of the district conference associations for discussion at their first

quarterly conferences, and that the findings of these bodies be communicated

to the Scottish Sectional Board not later than 8th January, 1913 ; also that the

resolution of this conference be placed on the agenda of business for the

fourteenth annual Scottish National Co-operative Conference for discussion."

An amendment was moved by Mr. Johnston (Scottish Central Committee on

Education) as follows:—"That the Central Committee take over the

Ambulance Association and the Musical Association, and that the Scottish

Section take over the work of the Defence Association." On being put to the

vote the resolution was carried by a very large majority.

A remit from the special sectional conference, held in Edinburgh, on

27th January, 1912—the Scottish Central Committee on Education, in con-

junction with the Scottish Section and the Co-operative Insurance Society, to

consider the formation of an approved society under the National Insurance

Act—received the consideration of the Executive Committee, but, after some
negotiations with the Scottish Co-operative Wholesale Society directors, it was
not considered advisable to take steps at that time, and the matter was allowed

to drop when it became known that the directors of the Scottish Co-operative

Wholesale Society had agreed to put the formation of a Co-operative Insurance

Friendly Society before the delegates at a quarterly meeting.

The following is the financial statement for the year 1912 :

—

Receipts. £ s.

To Balance from last Report 213 8

„ Ayrshire Conference District 14 10

„ Border Counties Conference
District 3

,, Central Conference District .... 11

,, East of Scotland District 10

„ Falkirk District 10 14

,, Fife and Kinross District 15
Glasgow and Suburbs District . . 15 3
Perth, Forfar, and Aberdeen Dis-

trict 17
Renfrewshire District 9 3
Stirling, West of Fife, and Clack-
mannan District 18

Federated Societies —
Scottish Co-operative Whole-

t^ale Society 100
United Co-operative Baking

Society 13 3
Scottish Co-operator Newspaper

Society 3
Scottish Co-operative Women's
Guild 3

Carried forward 456 1

Expenditure. £ a. d.
By Auditors 1

„ Committee's Travelling 38 7 9

„ „ Meetings 29 7 6
„ Printing, Literature, and

Stationery 6 10 6
„ Fees to Lecturers and Expenses. 8 12

,, Fees to Teachers and Expenses.. 84 8 7
„ Advertising Classes 2 10

„ Hall Rents and Caretakers 11 17 6
„ Expenses Sick Nursing Demon-

stration 6 7
,, Repaid for Text Books 2 17 6
,, Suhsci-iption to International

Co-operative Alliance 12

„ Gratuity to Secretary 5

,, Gratuity to Treasurer 5

„ Gratuity to Typists 2 10

,, Gratuity to Caretaker, Section
Oflftce 1

,, Subscription to Ambulance
Association 1 1

,, Remitted to Auxiliary Committees-
Renfrewshire 2 6

Carried forward 6 4
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£ 8. d.
Brought/orward 466 1 8

To Federated Societies-
Scottish Co-operative Laundry
Association 8

Drapery and Famishing
Society 3

Paisley Manufacturing Society 8

„ 2 Extra Students' Fees, Hamilton
Class (1911-12) 10

„ 17 Students' Fees, Galashiels
Bookke«ping Class (1911-121 2 2 6

„ 24 Students' Fees, Alloa Book-
keeping Class (1911-12) 8

„ 23 Text BookB,Alloa Class (1911-12) 2 17 6
„ 17 Students' Fees, Ss. each, Glas-

gow Class (1912-13) 4 6
„ 27 Students' Fees. 5s. each, Kil-

marnock Class (1912-13) 6 15

„ 90 Students' Fees, 5s. each, Leith
Class, (1912-13) 5

„ Cash Balance received from Dis-
trict Auxiliary Committee—
I'entral District 3 18
Falkirk District 11 8
Perth, Forfar, and Aberdeen

District 2 12 7
Renfrewshire District 2 ti

Border Counties District 10 8
„ Interest from 8.C.W.8 1 12 11

18 8

M 8. d.
Brought forward 909 6 4

By Remitted to Auxiliary Committees-
Perth, Forfar, and Aberdeen-

shire H
Ayrshire 18 7
Stirling. West of Fife, and
Clackmannan 2 11

„ Postages and Bank Commission .. 11 10 11

286 6 10
„ Cash lodged in Scottish Co-op.

Wholesale Society Ltd 349 12 11

„ Cash in Treasurer's bands 12 18 11

Audited—
J. Hart.
A. NOKVAL.

£498 18 8

James Lucas, Chairman.

James Deans, I

William Johnston,)
Joint Secretaries.
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REPORTS OF THE DISTRICT ASSOCIATIONS.

No. 1.

—

Ayrshire.

Executive Committee.

Bailie Flinn (president), Ardrossan. Mr. James Hopes (auditor), Dalmelling-

Mr. James Dunlop (treasurer), Galston.
i

ton.

Wm. Anderson (secretary), Kil-

birnie.

William M. Scott (statistical sec-

retary), Kilbirnie.

Hugh Stewart (auditor), Newmilns.

Thomas Imrie, Stevenston.

Samuel Clark, Kilmarnock. •

John Cosgrove, Hurlford.

William Dawson, Irvine.

We have again the pleasure of submitting for your approval the annual

reportf balance sheet, and statistical statement for 1912.

The year under review has been one that will long be remembered on

account of the great amount of unrest and labour disputes that have taken

place, and yet we are very pleased to be able to report, and it should give all

of us great encouragement to note, that the movement as a whole has gone

forward and made good progress in spite of same. Our own conference area

has suffered along with the other parts of ths country in the struggle that the

workers have been evincing in their desire for a higher standard of comfort

and a more equitable share of the profits from their labour.

Notwithstanding these checks to our progress, the societies under our

jurisdiction are nearly all able to report substantial increases, and with more

settled conditions prevailing and the good trade that is to be found all over

our widely-scattered district, the outlook for the year that we have now

entered upon is very bright.

We submit the following table, as usual, which gives the four principal

items from the statistical statement, and you will see from the comparison

with this and the previous year the substantial increases that have been

made :

—

Members. Sales. Profits. Capital.

1912 29,624 .. £1,068,159 .. £175,114 .. £582,274

1911 28,530 .. 986,326 .. 151,039 .. 553,415

Increase for Year . . 1,094 £81,833 £24,075 £28,859

Meetings.

The first or main duty that falls to us, as the executive of the association,

is to arrange for the quarterly conferences, and in the four that were held we

feel sure that the papers and subjects dealt with have had the effect of

stimulating and strengthening the delegates who had the privilege of

attending, and through them the rank and file of the co-operators who are

members of the various societies united with us, and cannot but have an effect

on the future of co-operation in our wide area, and also in giving a greater

insight into the movement and its possibilities farther afield.
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The attendance at our meetings continues to grow, and the interest that is

manifested by delegates shows that the efforts we make to bring only subjects

before them that are of a practical kind are appreciated and valued.

Our hrst, or annual meeting, was held at Maybole, under the auspices of

the Carrick Provident Society, on 25rd Mai-ch, and was attended by 121

delegates. At one time it was thought that the meeting would have to be

postponed, owing to the great curtaihnent of train service consequent on the

coal strike, but the executive were successful in getting the railway company

to run a special train to Maybole, which helped to relieve the situation. A
new feature was introduced by the local society in the form of an orchestra,

which discoursed a programme of music while the delegates were assembling

and also during the tea hour. The innovation was much enjoyed and highly

appreciated by all. Mr. James Deans read his paper on " The Future

Development of Co-operative Production by the Scottish Co-operative Whole-

sale Society." He showed that co-operative production must be grappled

with in an earnest, methodical, and resolute manner, and if it was to be done

successfully it must be done at once. He stated his firm conviction that the

whole of production should be entrusted to the Wholesale Societies if it was to

be a success and wield an influence in the reorganisation of the industrial

system. A vigorous criticism followed, to which Mr. Deans replied in a

telling manner, and he received the enthusiastic applause of the meeting.

The annual report and balance sheet were approved of. Mr. Scott (statistical

secretary) submitted t very full and lucid report on the statement for the year,

and pointed out the weak spots that ought to receive attention.

The second meeting was held at New Cumnock on 22nd June, under the

auspices of the New Cumnock Society, and was attended by 145 delegates.

Mr. Peter Malcolm (Kilmarnock) gave an address on " Co-operation and its

Possibilities to the Working Classes." He showed from figures the great

disparity seen in the incomes of the various classes in the State, and that

while prices had risen by 17^ per cent wages had practically remained

stationary, and this had left the workers of the country in a position that was

anything but satisfactory. The problems thus formed could only be solved

by a process of evolution, of which the co-operative movement formed a part.

Our movement had only touched a fringe of its possibilities, and its trade was
an insignificant part of the trade of the kingdom. He appealed for loyalty

to ourselves, which would assist very materially in bringing about a better

order of things, and one day the great co-operative commonwealth. A good

discussion followed, and many points were brought forward that we feel sure

will have resalis. Mr. Malcolm waa heartily thanked for his able address.

It wa« agreed to subscribe £5 to the Reception Fund of the International

Congress. Mr. Samuel Clark (Kilmarnock), who had been delegate to the

Cooperative Congress at Portsmouth, returned his thanks for the appointment.

The third meeting was held at Dumfries on 28th September, under the

auspices of the Dumfries and Maxwelltown Society, 156 delegates attending.

Mr. James Deans gave a very racy and practical address on " The Necessity
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for Propaganda Work in the County of Dumfries and Southern Ayrshire :

Its Nature and Possibilities." Mr. Deans welcomed the invitation of the

executive to deliver an address on the need of propaganda work in the South.

It was a field where co-operation had not yet been planted to any extent, and

he showed how that the larger societies might open up districts by motor

service, which would ultimately bring good branches in the more populated

districts. He appealed for greater efforts being made to link up, with

existing societies, every hamlet and clachan. New societies were not easily

started, but from past experience he could commend the linking-up process as

being more easily done and much more satisfactory. He trusted that the

societies and districts named by him would enter into a vigorous campaign,

which he believed would have good results. An animated discussion followed,

in which some of the difficulties in the way were pointed out. Mr. Deans
replied to the points .raised, and received the thanks of the meeting for his

address. The sum of £3 was granted as a donation to the funds of the

Scottish Central Committee on Education.

The fourth meeting was held at Kilmarnock on 28th December, under the

auspices of the Kilmarnock Equitable Society, and was attended by 157

delegates. The paper of Mr. D. M'Innes, J. P. (director. Co-operative Whole-

sale Society), entitled " The International Co-operative Alliance," was the

subject for consideration, and it was introduced in a short address by Mr.

Anderson (secretary). He showed the great possibilities that lay in the

international movement, and maintained it was the thing, or one of the

things, which would bring peace among the nations and lead to the better

times that we all look for. The subject gave rise to a spirited discussion, and

cannot but have awakened an interest in international co-operation that was
not to be found before. Mr. Anderson received the thanks of the meeting, .

and replied to the discussion. A resolution was passed unanimously that the

Scottish Section was the proper body to form the executive of the propaganda,

educational, and defence work of the movement in Scotland, and recom-

mending that the whole of this work be taken over by them.

The year under review has been a year of many changes through the

visitation of death—Mr. J. C. Gray (general secretary of the Union) ; Messrs.

M'Donald, Murphy, and Nesbit (all directors of the Scottish Co-operative

Wholesale Society) ; Mr. H. Robertson (United Co-operative Bakery Society)

;

Mr. Young (manager, Troon Society) ; and Mr. M'Kinlay (director of

Kilbirnie Society), all of whom were attenders more or less frequently at our

(quarterly meetings.

The societies under our care are nearly all healthy and prosperous.

Kilmarnock is making great progress in Ayr and Annbank districts, and has

opened drapery and boot departments in Ayr to meet the growing trade.

Kilwirtning and Kilbirnie have both added dairy departments, and are doing

well in them. Chemist and drug departments have also been started in

Kilbirnie (two shops) and Darvel. Dumfries and Maxwelltown have also

opened a branch at Castle Douglas, which is showing good returns.
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Your committee have again had a great amount of their time and energy

taken up with complaints of overlapping in various districts. We have been

able only, so far, to smooth matters, but the cure, no doubt, would be

amalgamation. Where the societies are so closely bound up, it would con-

solidate the movement and make for progress, and would undoubtedly

prevent friction.

We have been successful in getting Old Cumnock Society to renew their

connection with the association, and we feel sure that they will, along with

us, rejoice in the fact that same has been realised. " Unity is strength," let

us never forget it. There as still one or two societies out of our fold, but we
are using every legitimate measure to get them united in the good work.

We have had our share in propaganda work during the year, and are

hopeful that good has been accomplished by the earnest endeavour that has

been put forth. We would again point out to societies that we are at all times

ready and willing to assist them in any way that may be possible—in propa

ganda effort, in giving advice, or by visitation.

The auxiliary committee which was formed for our district by the Central

Committee on Education a year ago has now been disbanded, and the

conference executive have had the work left with them to see it carried

through. We hope that by another winter more active educational work will

be undertaken.

We would take this opportunity of returning our thanks to the societies

who have entertained the delegates at our various meetings during the year,

and to the Kilmarnock Society for the use that their educational committee

grants to us of their room for our regular committee meetings.

The following is the financial statement for the year 1912 :-

To
Receipts.

Cash from Ardrossan
„ Auchinleck
„ Beith
„ CroBsboase

Cstrine
Co-operative News-

paper Society Ltd.
Danrel

„ Dalmellington
Dahry

„ Dregbom
„ Domfries
„ Fergnahill

Olenback
(}alHtofi

Hurlford
Irvinr ..

Society....

£ s. d.

4 11 11

8 1 8
a 19 9
9 14 9
9 14 6

1. -. • ..k

KilMiiiiiiriK

Kirkconnvl
Miiirkirk
Ma)-lM>li>

Maiirhlino .. .,

Now c'umnoek ..

Nrwtnilnt

10
4

1 19
1 18
9 14

8 Ifi

18
9

4 15
8 19 10
8 4 1

1

fi 9
89 19
8 7

H
9 14

9 19 11

9 9 7
9 6 9
4 19

Expenditure.
By Quarterly Meeting at

Maybole
New Cummock
Dumfries
Kilmarnock

„ Committee Meetings
., Bpecial Committee Meettngi....
„ Attending otber Conferanoes ....

„ Visiting Societies—Propaganda.

.

„ Convalescent Homes Assoeiation
„ Central Committee on Education
„ Defence Association
„ Oo-operativa Musical Association
„ Donation to Oongress
„ Printing Account
„ President's Salary
„ Secretary's „
„ BlatistioalSeantary's Salary....
„ Treasurer's Salary
„ Delegate lo Oongress.
„ Auditing Books
„ Janitor ,

„ Hecretary's Postage
„ Htatlstioal Swsrelary's Postage .

.

„ Treasurer's Postage

£ 8. d.

14 18

17 IS

42 7
9 16

8 9
4 8

11 1

9 II

1 8
8
1 1

1

7

1

7

4

1

•i

9
10
5

8 R
9
8

11

Cnrritd forward lOT 16 CmrrUd/orwar^ 160 9 6|
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& s. d.

Broughtforward 107 15 9
To Cash from Patna 1 12 8

„ „ Paisley M'nufaoturing
Society 10

Stevenston 4 7 6
Scottish Wholesale

Society 5
Scottish Laundry

Association 10
Scottish Section.. ..300
Scottish Co-operator . . 10
Scottish Women's

Guild 2 6
Troon 8 16
United Baking Society 2
Wigtown and District 10 11
Scottish Ck>-operative

National Defence
Association 10

Insurance Soc.(Advts.) 10
PaisleyManufacturing

Society (Adverts.) . 10
Seottith Co-operator

(Advertisements).. 10
United Baking Society

(Advertisements).

.

Interest 1

Balance at Slst December, 1911 . . 24

£ s. d.
Broughtforxoard 169 2 6J

1 15

2 Oi

£159 9 2i

Audited—
Hugh Stkwart.
James Hopes.

Balance at 31st December, 1912.. 6 8

£159 9 2i

William Anderson, Secretary.

No. 2.

—

Border Counties.

Executive Committee.

Mr. James Harvey (president), Hawick.
„ Wm. Christison (treasurer). Walker-

burn.

„ W. G. Goodbrand (secretary), Gala-
shiels.

Mr. David Wright (auditor), Selkirk.

„ David Cairns, Kelso.

„ George Grosart, Peebles^

„ William Aitchison, Jedburgh.

At the annual meeting in March, Mr. Neil O'Hara retired from the

Secretaryship, a post which he had held for the last sixteen years. Your
executive desire to place on record their appreciation and high regard for Mr.

O'Hara, and for all the services which he had so kindly rendered to the move-

ment in general and the Border district in particular.

A window-dressing competition was held on 18th May, 1912, for which

the directors of the Scottish Co-operative Wholesale Society kindly presented

a silver cup. The result of the competition had been to make a marked

improvement in the appearance and tidiness of the various shops, and reflected

great credit on all concerned.

Your committee have the honour to submit for your consideration the

report, balance sheet, and statistical returns.

The following statement indicates the position of the movement in this

district :

—

1912....
1911....

Increase.

Members.

10,564

10,238

326

Capital.
£

171,266

166,710

4,556

Sales.

£
430,054

407,646

22,408

Profit.

£
77,384 .

.

73,224 .

.

4,160 .

.

Reserve
. Fund.

£
15,187

13,983

1204
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The Convalescent Homes Association continues to extend its beneficent

help to an ever-increasing number of co-operators. The membership is now

242, comprising 203 societies, eight co-operative conference associations,

13 women's guild branches, and 18 employes' associations. There is an

increase of five members for the year. Share capital is £2,866. Nearly

50,000 have benefited since the Homes were opened, and have gone back to face

life's hard duties with renewed strength and hope, and a knowledge that true

co-operation stands for brotherhood, and the bearing of one another's

burdens.

Depreciation and Reserve.

Vour committee would again take the opportunity of urging upon societies

the absolute necessity of making ample provision for depreciation and reserve,

and to see to it that their financial position generally is in a sound condition,

as it is only by consolidation that the movement can hope to come out of the

coming fight with the wealthy " combine " and " multiple shops " successfully,

be the fight short and sharp or a long drawn out contest.

Synopsis of Minutes.

The annual meeting was held under the auspices of the Walkerburn

Society in the Public Hall, on 16th March. Mr. James Harvey (president)

presided. Mr. Scott (president, Walkerburn Society) gave the delegates a

cordial welcome. Mr. George Goodbrand (Galashiels) was elected secretary in

room of Mr. O'Hara, who had retired. Mr. Thos. Little (Scottish Co-

operative Wholesale Society) proposed a vote of thanks to Mr. O'Hara for

his services as secretary during the last sixteen years. Mr. James Allan

(Scottish Section) seconded the motion, which was agreed to. Mr. David

Fisher, who had been appointed manager of the Tranent Society, retired from

the auditorship, and Mr. David Wright (manager, Selkirk Society) was

appointed in his place. Mr. James Harvey was nominated for re-election as

president, and Mr. O'Hara was appointed delegate to the Congress at Ports-

mouth. The annual report, balance, sheet, and statistical returns were con-

sidered and adopted. The next business was the consideration of Mr. T.

Tweddell's paper, subject :
" Shall the Co-operative Movement form an

Approved Society under the National Insurance Act? " Mr. Little (Scottish

Co-operative Wholesale Society) said that in view of the fact that all the

delegates had been supplied with a printed copy of the paper he proposed

that it be held as read, which was agreed to. Mr. Little opened the discussion

by giving an account of the action of his society in connection with the

question, and was followed by Mr. Gray (Cooperative Insurance Society),

who disapproved of the action of the Scottish Co-operative Wholesale Society.

Mr. Murray (The Scottish Co-operator) and Mr. Mason (Glasgow and Suburbs

Conference) also took part in the discussion.

The second quarterly meeting was held under the auspices of Selkirk

Society, on Saturday, 29th June. Mr. James Harvey (president) in the chair.

There were 93 delegates present. Mr. Bolster (president, Selkirk Society)

extended a hearty welcome to the delegates. The chairman made sympathetic
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reference to the death of Mr. Henry Murphy (director, Scottish Co-operative

Wholesale Society), the delegates, as a mark of respect, rising in their places.

Mr. James Harvey was re-elected president, and Mr. William Christison was

nominated for treasurer. Mr. David Cairns (Kelso Society) was nominated

by that society as a member of the committee. Mr. James Dodds (Selkirk

Society) gave a very full and comprehensive report on behalf of the Auxiliary

Committee on Education, and was thanked for same. Mr. Neil O'Hara gave

a very interesting report on the proceedings at Congress, and was heartily

thanked for his report. The Chairman presented the silver cup for window-

dressing competition to Mr. Thomas Storie (manager, Galashiels Society), the

winning society, and also medals to the assistants of Galashiels, Jedburgh, and

Peebles societies respectively. Mr. James Bayne (Alloa) then read his paper,

entitled " The Lack of Interest among the Members of Co-operative Societies

and Its Possible Dangers." An interesting discussion followed, and on the

motion of Mr. Ellis (Hawick) Mr. Bayne was thanked for his paper. Mr.

Harkness, on behalf of the Langholm Society, invited the conference to hold

its next meeting under the auspices of his society. It was unanimously agreed

to accept the invitation, and to send as strong a representation as possible.

The third quarterly meeting was held under the auspices of the Langholm

Society, in the Temperance Hall, Langholm, on 20th September, and there

were 58 delegates present. Mr. James Dodds (Selkirk), in the absence of Mr.

Harvey on holiday, presided. Mr. Copland (president, Langholm Society)

extended a kindly welcome to the delegates. The Chairman paid a fitting

tribute to the death of Mr. Isaac McDonald, the delegates rising in their

places as a mark of respect. Mr. Christison (Walkerburn) was elected

treasurer, and Mr. David Cairns (Kelso) a member of the committee. Mr.

Gilbert Grossart (Peebles) was nominated by that society as a member of the

committee, and Mr. W. Aitchison (Jedburgh), who was eligible for re-election,

was nominated for the other vacancy on the committee. Mr. Mc:Innes' paper,

" The Co-operative Alliance," was read by Mr. Harkness (secretary, Lang-

holm Society). An interesting and useful discussion followed the reading of

the paper, and Mr. Harkness was thanked for his reading.

The fourth quarterly meeting was held under the auspices of the Galashiels

Society in the Society's Hall, on 7th December, there being 107 delegates

present. Mr. James Harvey (president) in the chair. Mr. James Smith

(president, Galashiels Society) extended a hearty welcome to the delegates.

Messrs. W. Aitchison (Jedburgh) and Grossart (Peebles) were elected mem-
bers of the committee. Mr. W. G. Goodbrand (Galashiels) was nominated for

secretary. Mr. M. Laidlaw (Galashiels) then read his paper, entitled

" Co-operative Education," and a very useful discussion followed. The

resolution sent down to conferences, viz. :
" That the Scottish Sectional Board

of the Co-operative Union is the proper body to form the executive for the

whole of the propaganda, educational, and defensive work of the co-operative

movement in Scotland," &c., was put from the chair and unanimously carried.

Special meeting of societies in the conference held in the Hall of Gala-

shiels Society, on 21st September. The following societies were represented :
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Galashiels, Innerleithen, Jedburgh, Selkirk, and Walkerburn. Mr. James

Dodds was in the chair. The Chairman explained that the meeting had been

called for the purpose of considering the best proposals to be laid before the

special meeting in Glasgow on 5th October, towards the reorganisation of

co-operative education. He invited the delegates to state their views fully and

frankly. Mr. John Wood (Galashiels) opened the discussion, and advocated

the institution of educational committees and women's guilds where these do

not at present exist, the holding of propaganda meetings and open-air meetings

to bo held at the close of each conference meeting. The following delegates

took part in the discussion, viz. :—Messrs. Bolster (Selkirk), Swan (Walker-

burn), Fisher (Innerleithen), Leithead (Selkirk), Smith (Galashiels), Lees

(Walkerburn), Aitchison (Jedburgh), and Goodbrand (Galashiels). Mr.

Christison, treasurer, said that they must keep in view that their finances were

limited, and that they were only allowed sufficient to meet the ordinary

expenses of the conference. If the executive were to be allowed to do what

they desired to do, then more money must be put at their disposal. Mr. Wood
moved that our delegate be asked to move at the meeting on 5th October as

follows :
—" That it be an instruction to the Scottish Central Committee to

see to it that educational commitees and women's guilds be instituted where

these do not exist, and if societies failed, to know the reason why." The
motion was carried. Mr. Dodds was thanked for presiding.

The thanks of the committee are again due, and most cordially given to

all societies under whose auspices the conference met during the year, and for

the kindness which they extended to all those who attended its meetings.

The following is the financial statement for the year 1912 :

—

Receipta. £ s.

To Balance from 1911 1 i

„ Contributions from Societies

-

Hawick 8 17
GalashieU United 4 14

Selkirk 9 8
Peebles 1 15
Innerleithen 1

Walkerburn 1

Kelso 16

Jedburgh 10

Earlston.
Scottish Co-op. Wholesale Ltd.
Scottish Section Co-op. Union.
United CoK>p. Baking Society .

.

Co-opentiTe Insaranoe Society
Paisley Manafactnring Society
Co-operativQ Newspaper Ltd.

.

SeottUk C<hoperator
Scottish Co-operative Women's
Ouild

Boot^ah Co-operative National
Defence Association

AdTertisemente-
st. Cathbert's Co-operative

Association Ltd
United Co-op. Baking Society..

Paisley Co-op. Manuf. Society
Co-operative Insaranoe Society

Expenditure £ 8. d.

8 7By Committee's Expenses 10
„ Delegates' & Travelling Expenses 3 18 8
„ Printing 8 14 1

„ Stamps and Stationery 1 18 8
„ Delegates' Expenses to Porte-

mouth Congress 6 16 5
„ Expenses of Propaganda Meeting

at Jedburgh (including hire of
Hall, Travolling Expenses, Ac. 8 19 9

„ Expenses of Window Dressing
Competition (including Travel-
ling Expenses of Judges,
Prises, Ac 6 18 8

„ Commission on Cheques 8
„ Secretary's Salarv 3

Audiled-
Davi n Wmiuht.

To Debit Balauoe S 10 I

J48 18 II 143 18 11

W. O. OoODBRAND, Secretary.
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No. 3.

—

Central.

Executive Committee.

Mr. John Brown (president), Wishaw.

„ Joseph Kay (vice-president), Car-

luke.

I
„ Archibald M'Lean

|
(treasurer),

Coatbridge.

„ David R. Lockhart (auditor),

Motherwell.

Mr. John C. Kelly (secretary), Hamilton.

„ Maxwell Bryce (statistical secre-

tary), Burnbank.

„ John Weir, Bellshill.

„ William Lamond, High Blantyre.

„ William Gallacher, Larkhall.

„ Archibald Muir, Motherwell.

We have pleasure in presenting for your consideration and approval our

annual report, balance sheet, and statistical statement for the past year.

Members.

1912 41,261

1911 39,068

Capital.

£819,462

769.380

Sales.

£2,013,041

1,919,833

Profit.

£337,576

316,075

Reserve Fund.

£54,185

50,235

Increase 2,193 £50,082 £93,208 £21,601 £3,950

Notwithstanding that the year through which we have passed has been

one which will stand out vividly in the annals of the industrial history of this

country, a year in which the democracy asserted their rights in an unpre-

cedented manner, when the capitalistic press was proclaiming that the workers

would bring desolation upon the nation by their uncalled-for agitation,

which resulted in a cessation of labour in many of our principal industries,

and which called for the intervention of the Board of Trade in not a few of

the so-called revolutions. The outstanding strike of the year was the miners'

national strike, which practically brought industry to a stoppage for about

four weeks, and which deprived the wage earners of the country of their less

than rightful share of their earnings for the one-twelfth portion of the period

under review. This has had a detrimental effect upon our movement, whicn

we all regret. The intervention of Parliament and the passing into law of the

Miners' Minimum Wage Act is, however, a triumph far surpassing even the

great sacrifices made, the result of which no one as yet can fully foresee. It

will give us a better citizen with a robust manhood ; it will thereby add

greatness to our great nation. It will tend to bring peace between labour

and capital, where once was chaotic confusion. It will stimulate other workers

to a sense of their duty and privilege when rightly directed, that will result

in a reconstruction of humanity on a pleasing and humane as well as business-

like basis. When the maintenance of the citizen in the lap of comfort will

be the first consideration of all, then will a bellicose press lose its power to

poison the minds of men ; then will co-operation flourish, and strikes, with all

their attendant horrors, will be looked back upon as loathsome and grim

spectres of the past, and the individual greed of gold an intolerable monster.

Unity can bring this and more.
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Meetings of Delegates.

During the year that has passed away four quarterly conferences have

been held, and the attendances at all the meetings were exceptionally good

and again showed a marked increase over any one year. The papers sub-

mitted and discussed were of a very helpful and practical nature, and the

discussions upon them reached a level of excellence never before equalled.

New interests have been awakened, new ideas propounded, and security of

expression imparted to many which will be useful as the days go by. Thought-

inspiration was kept well in view, which we submit is a matter of first

importance to the nation, our movement, and the individual.

Papers discussed at the Regular Conferences.

The first meeting was held under the auspices of the Newmains and

Cambusnethan Society, Mr. John Brown presiding and 186 delegates being

present. Mr. Brown, in his opening remarks, expressed pleasure at the good

relations which existed between the local societies, and eulogised them for the

same. Fitting reference was made to the size of the gathering, and loyalty

proclaimed to all. Mr. Roy (president of Newmains and Cambusnethan

Society), in very felicitous terms, welcomed the delegates and submitted

figures showing the grand success achieved. Mr. J. C. Kelly (conference

secretary) read a paper entitled " Our Inconsistencies," which portrayed in a

minute manner from an economic standpoint our inconsistencies. A good

discussion ensued, and many were made to think of energies expended in a

ruthless fashion.

The second meeting was held under the auspices of Carluke Society, Mr.

John Brown presiding, and 180 delegates were present. Mr. Brown, in his

opening remarks, expressed his pleasure at the large gathering. He expressed

regret at the death of the much-revered secretary of the Co-operative Union,

•Mr. J. C. Gray, of world-wide fame, and paid a high tribute to his labours

in the interests of humanity ; also fitting reference was made to the death of

.Mr. Nesbitt (director, Scottish Co-operative Wholesale Society). The awful

calamity which befel the " Titanic," and which caused the deaths of 1,635

persons, was also feelingly dealt with. Mr. Joseph Kay (president, Carluke

Society) extended a warm welcome to the delegates, and submitted a statement

which showed marked progress. Our veteran co-operator, Mr. James Deans,

submitted his paper, " Co-operative Productions by the Scottish Cooperative

Wholesale Society." The paper was of a very high order and brought forth

a discussion which lasted over an hour. The education imparted cannot be

described here, but the paper has borne fruit in many and varied directions.

The third meeting was held under the auspices of the Lanark Co-operative

Society, 170 delegates being present. Mr. John Brown presided, and in his

opening remarks said that we felt highly honoured to meet in the Royal and

Historic Burgh of Lanark. He regretted that his first duty was a sad one.

Since we last met death had removed many, it had also removed Bailie Henry
Murphy, J. P., whose name was a household word throughout the whole

district. He was a man with a kind heart and a great mind, and many were
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the chairs left vacant by his death which few could fill with so much
acceptance as he did. Mr. James Brown (president, Lanark Society) warmly
welcomed the delegates, and in a feeling and telling speech also made
beautiful references to the life and death of Bailie Murphy. He submitted a

statement showing the very satisfactory progress which the Lanark Society

had made. Mr. Matheison (Lanark) read a paper entitled " Signs of the

Times," which was a scholarly production treated from an historic and
economic standpoint, and in the latter part it was also prophetic. The paper

was of a very high order indeed. A good discussion ensued, and much
valuable information was imparted to many.

The fourth meeting was held under the auspices of the Dalziel Society in

Motherwell, Mr. John Brown presiding, and there were 184 delegates present.

Mr. Brown, on rising, said it was again his painful duty to make reference to

the death of Bailie McDonald (director, Scottish Co-operative Wholesale

Society) and Mr. Homer Robertson (director, United Co-operative Bakery

Society). In a sympathetic manner both sad and painful events were referred

to. He was glad to meet under the auspices of the Dalziel Society. Mother-

well had a rapid increase in population, but he was pleased to say that

co-operation in the town was keeping pace with it. Ex-Bailie Jack (president,

Dalziel Society), in his own gentlemanly manner, extended a hearty welcome

to all, and showed, from a statement submitted, the gratifying position of the

society. Mr. W. H. Lamond (conference committee) submitted a very

interesting paper entitled "International Co-operation.' The paper was well

reasoned and elicited a first-class discussion, which abounded with new and

useful ideas.

Overlapping.

Your conunittee during the past year, as in former years, devoted a good

deal of time on overlapping, but, we regret to say, with indifferent results.

We, however, trust a better state of things will soon prevail and that the day

is near when competition in our movement, which is the antithesis of

co-operation, will have vanished.

Education.

During the past year the educational side of the movement has been fairly

well maintained, although it was nearing a transition period when, matured

and defined, let us hope a great improvement will take place.

Obituary.

With our hearts filled to overflowing with emotion we would remind all

"That in the midst of life we are in death," The time seems but of one

day's duration since our esteemed and revered brother Bailie H. Murphy
(director, Scottish Co-operative Wholesale Society) directed the destinies of

this association in a manner unequalled. Alas, his pleasant face we miss ; his

clarion voice, with joy-bell tones, is stilled, and will never more be heard by

us while here. He gave his life ungrudgingly in the interests of the poor

and oppressed of this land. His was a high ideal, and, as the ideal, so was
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his life. We miss him much, and his memory we revere, fiiay many emulate

and follow in his train, not to death, but to victory, and when death does

come may we all hear the Master's " Well done," &c. Bailie McDonald

(director, Scottish Co-operative Wholesale Society), another of the old brigade,

whose heart was as tender as that of a woman's, was also claimed by the

grim monster called death, and for him we also mourn. Many others are

gone from our midst and movement, but with warm feelings we remember

all, and in hallowed memory we kindly remember them for glorious victories

achieved in the midst of circumstances very often the roost trying.

Funds.

As will be seen from the treasurer's statement, our funds are in a fair

condition, with a balance on the right side. Needless to remind our patrons,

our esteemed treasurer is quite capable of looking after a far greater fund

than our balance shows.

Conclusion.

In conclusion, we again desire to sincerely thank all the sorieties who have

entertained us during the past year ; also all who gave of their time and talent

by preparing and reading papers at our quarterly meetings, thereby adding

to our education. The large number of ladies and gentlemen who acted as

stewards at our meetings we also thank. We thank all for labours bestowed

upon us, and in fullest measure we thank the directors of the Dulziel Society,

Motherwell, who kindly allowed us the use of their boardroom for our

committee and other meetings. With kind regards to all, and wishing every

success to our movement.

The following is the financial statement for the year 1912

:

Receipts.
To Balance from 1911

„ Contributions from Societies

—

Scottish Co-op. Wholesale See.
Dykebead and Shotts
Coalhum and District, 1911-12.

Hamilton Central. 191 119 ....

Co-operative Insurance
Daliiel
Oreengain
Crofthead
CoK>perative Union
Law

£ B. d.

47 3 10

il Camhusnethan
I tiialling
.s. 1 „ ..jjfTator

I.fiimrk

I. liuiidry Association
C'ti-opfrativf Nevi
BelishiU and Mossend
Wishaw
Bumbank
Defence Association
Levenseat
I>rapenr and Fomishing
Blantyrv, 1911-lS
United Baking
Coatbridge

Carritd fortHtrd ..

5
8 6
8 6
8 6
1

10
6

1 16
8

10
18

S 1

2 18
10

3 1

10
10

8 14
5 9
8

10
4

10
6 16
S
14

IS 6 6

Expenditure. £
By Printing, 4c 7
„ Postage 8
„ Committee and Travelling Ex-

penses 14

„ Conference and Travelling Ex-
penses 9

)

„ Co-operative Union 1

„ Musical Association 2

„ Convalescent Homes Association. 1

„ Propaganda 7

„ International AUiano* 1

„ Secretary's Salary 8

„ Treasurer's Salary 9

„ SUtistioal Secretary 9

„ Auditor
„ CasbinBank S&
„ Balance in hand 40

a. d
1 1

11 8

8 9

CarHMf/c 1.10 16 11

26
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£ 8. d.
Broughtforward 128 6 5

To Contributions from Societies-
Paisley Manufacturing 1 10
Hamilton Central Women's
Guild a

Cadzow Women's Guild 2
Dalziel Women's Guild 4

Wishaw Women's Guild.. ..020
Larkhall Victualling Women's
Guild 2

Craigneuk Women's Guild. . .026
Windmill Hill Women's Guild 2
Carluke Women's Guild 8
Newmains and Cambusnettaan
Women's Guild 2

£180 16 11

£ 8. d.
Brought forward 180 16 11

Audited—
David R. Lockhart.

£130 16 11

John C. Kellt, Secretary.

No. 4.

—

East of Scotland.

Executive Committee.

Mr. Archibald Johnstone {president), i Mr. Edward Young, Leith Provident.

Musselburgh and Fisherrow.

George Peddie (sec), Leith.

William Scott (treasurer), St. Cuth-

bert's.

George Gray, St. Cuthbert's.

William T. Laing, St. Cuthbert's.

Wm. Nimmo, Armadale.

Your committee have great pleasure in submitting for your kind con-

sideration and approval the annual report and balance sheet for 1912.

It should afford us all great encouragement to observe the remarkable

advance the movement has made throughout the conference area. The year

has been marked by a great amount of industrial unrest. Labour troubles

have been very prevalent, evidencing a sincere desire on the part of the

workers for a higher standard of comfort. The rational demand by the

underground workers for a minimum wage—now recognised—caused a great

dislocation in our trade and militated against the progress of most of our

societies. However, despite these untoward circumstances, there has been a

buoyancy and expansion throughout the whole movement that should not only

give us great present satisfaction, but should fill us with enthusiasm for

future developments and a lively expectation that new avenues will be opened

up for the application of co-operative principles.

The following table, giving the four principal extracts from the returns,

shows at once the substantial increases over last year.

Members. Sales. Profit. Capital.
£ £ £

1912 77,764 3,273,253 711,727 1,267,582

1911 75,919 3,062,725 670,687 1,222,300

Increase for year 1,845 £210,528 £41,040 £45,282

The profits have been distributed to the members in dividends ranging

from 38. 2d, to 4s. 4J^d., giving an average dividend for the conference area of

3s. ll-6d. per pound.
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QUARTBRLY MbBTINGS.

During the year the four statutory meetings have been held, at which

papers have been read and discussed. The attendances have been large, the

debates well sustained, and the influence for progress, we trust, will permeate

all the societies represented.

Mr, A. Young presided at the first meeting, and Mr. A. Johnstone

occupied the chair at the second, third, and fourth meetings with much
acceptance.

The first meeting wa.s held under the auspices of the Scottish Co-operative

Wholesale Society, and was attended by 260 delegates. Mr. Thomas Little

(director) gave the delegates a cordial welcome. He recalled earlier days,

and regretted the absence of many of the old veterans and pioneers who were

formerly to be seen at the meeting. He was glad to see so many young men
present, and he hoped as the mantles of the older men fell upon their shoulders

they would wear them with honour.

The Chairman, in opening, remarked there was nothing lasting in this

world but change, and nothing certain but death, and asked the delegates to

assent, standing, to a vote of regret occasioned by the deaths of Mr. Robert

Nesbit, of the Wholesale, and Mr. James Law, of St. Cuthbert's. Proceeding,

he delivered a valedictory address, and referred to the great expansion of the

movement. He said the growth of co-operation was phenomenal ; in no other

way could you express its growth than by figures, and, unfortunately, figures

were not easily understood. The House Letting Act, the Shops Act, and the

Small Holding Act would all affect co-operators. The future has immense
duties, and he hoped it would bring about social justice and peace on earth.

A discussion took place on the House Letting Act, and ultimately a motion

was carried, practically unanimously, that a small committee be appointed to

act along with the trades council and other bodies to protect the interests of

the tenants against the claims put forward by the house factors.

The annual report, statistical tables, and treasurer's statement were

submitted and approved.

Mr. Archibald Johnstone (Musselburgh) was elected president, Mr.
William Scott, treasurer; Messrs. E. Young and C. W\ M'Pherson, members
of committee; Messrs. Wm. Crawford and Wm. Colville, auditors. Mr.
Andrew Young was unanimously appointed delegate to the annual Co-operative

Congress.

Mr. Huggan's paper on the " Rise of the Multiple Shop, and what
Co-operation should do to meet its Competition," carried over from last

qaarterly meeting, was discussed.

Mr. J. W. Thompson was convinced the cooperative movement had a
deeper root in the country than the multiple shop. Mr. Wilkie deprecated

the wastage caused by the duplication of their educational agencies. Mr.
Rennet took exception to the statement that retail societies had to increase

the prioes of goods in order to meet depreciation and intaresi on capital. Some
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members were in favour of a uniform dividend, and Mr, Bertram contended

for a Napoleon of production.

Mr. Wright replied to the discussion on behalf of Mr. Huggan, who
was unavoidably absent.

Agreed to invite the National Scottish Co-operative Conference to hold

their meeting in Edinburgh in 1913.

The second meeting was held at Broxburn, when 180 delegates were

present.

Mr. Bertram, chairman of the society, welcomed the delegates to the

great centre of the "Shale" industry, the history of which reads like a

romance. It had its ups and downs, and so had their society, but he thought

they had now weathered the storm.

The President, in his opening remarks, referred to the loss the movement
had sustained by the death of Messrs. J, C. Gray, Stewart Falconer, and

Robert Watson, and the delegates upstanding expressed their sympathy with

surviving relatives. Continuing, he said they were all pleased to hear of the

condition of Broxburn Society, and know that they had men on the manage-

ment who had been able to surmount their difficulties. He also congratulated

Mr. C. W. M'Pherson on his appointment to the Wholesale Board.

Mr. James Deans read his paper on " The Future Development of

Co-operative Production by the Scottish Co-operative Wholesale Society."

A vigorous criticism followed, and the principal points raised were : The
competition of the productive societies with the Wholesale ; co-operation had

its boundaries which should be marked ; co-operation and Socialism should

be kept apart. The Wholesale was urged to get hold of the " raw material
"

—"the open market." Credit and bad debts were also dealt with.

Mr. Deans replied in a telling manner, and received the enthusiastic

applause of the meeting.

Mr. G. D. Taylor voiced the feelings of the delegates in his denunciation

of the continuation of the Sugar Tax.

The third meeting took place at Bathgate, 150 delegates attending.

Mr. Turner, chairman of the society, welcomed the delegates, and said

the society was still upholding the flag of co-operation, and was still treading

the path of progress.

The President referred to the vacancies on the Wholesale Board caused

by the deaths of Mr. Henry Murphy and Mr. Isaac M'Donald, and moved
that an expression of regret be recorded and messages of sympathy be sent to

the surviving relatives. The delegates upstanding silently assented.

Mr. Johnstone . said they would have observed the Government had

resolved to withdraw in the near future from the Sugar Convention. This

would be a great benefit to the nation. He paid a high tribute to Mr, Thos.

Telfer, the retiring secretary of the conference, for the faithful service he

had rendered to the conference association during the long period of twenty-

five years.

Mr, Telfer having feelingly replied, the meeting resolved that the
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execative be empowered to take what action they thought necessary to present

a fitting testimonial to Mr. Telfer in recognition of his aniqae service to the

movement.

Mr. Geo. Peddie was elected secretary. Messrs. G. Gray, Wm. Nimmo,

and W. T. Laing were elected members of the committee.

Mr. William Wright's (Propagandist Agent) paper on " Some Aspects of

Co-operation " was read by his son. Mr. Wright was unable to be present

through illness.

An interesting discussion followed, dealing with the " land question,"

overlapping, and the credit evil ; urging the societies to keep down working

expenses ; deprecating the tendency to pay too high dividends, and enjoining

upon delegates to aim at raising the people to a higher level.

The reader and writer of the paper were cordially thanked.

The fourth meeting was held in Edinburgh, under the auspices of the St.

Cuthbert's Co-operative Association, 250 delegates being present.

Mr. G. D. Taylor, chairman of the society, welcomed the delegates, and

spoke of the marvellous growth of their society in such an exclusive place as

the city of Edinburgh. Their turnover now gave them the leading place

amongst co-operative societies. He believed the influence they were wielding

in the community was for good, both morally and intellectually.

The President, in returning thanks for the welcome, referred to the

expansion going on in the movement, and laid great emphasis upon the

valuable educational work being done at this season of the year by individual

societies and the conference executive.

Mr. Lochead feelingly referred to the death of Mr. John Cuthill, an ex-

president of St. Cuthbert's, and expressed the mind of the meeting that a

letter of sympathy be forwarded to his widow and son.

After considerable discussion the conference almost unanimously resolved

that the work of the Central Educational Committee and the Defence

Association be taken over by the Scottish Section.

Mr. Andrew Young, the delegate to Congress at Portsmouth, delivered

an address on " Congress : Its merits and Demerits," in a most interesting

and trenchant manner, and, in closing, said Congress should feel its great

power, should know what it was about, and have a definite programme in

front of it.

In concluding, the President called attention to the strike in progress at

Cradley Heath, and suggested that a collection might be taken ap, when a

generous response was made by the delegates.

Educational Work.
The e.\»Muti\i, have displayed the utmost energy m carrying out their

programme of propagandist activities. Meetings have taken place at Addie-
well, Oakbank, Portobello, Bathgate, Prestonpans, Juniper Green, Loanhead,
Winchburgh, and Armadale. The attendances have been large, and in •ome
cases overcrowding has taken place. For this we are to a large extent
indebted to our splendid musical party, the fame of which has got " noiied
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abroad " this season. Every member of the executive has given of his best

when addressing these audiences, all of which have been well reported in the

co-operative press, and we doubt not but that the seed sown will bring forth

fruit, either by an accession of strength to the societies, or by a greater

loyalty and keener interest in the movement generally. A further pleasing

feature of these meetings is the fellowship that is engendered between the

executive and the various committees they have had intercourse with ; many
useful hints and some sage advice has been interchanged. Our leading

societies have, in most cases, increased their educational functions. We record

with pleasure that St. Cuthbert's, Leith Provident, and Broxburn have classes

for the study of Economics, Industrial History, and Book-keeping, believing

that more permanent results can be obtained from this system of education

than from any other. It is also satisfactory to note that under the control of

the Central Educational Committee Mr. Adamson is conducting a most

successful class in co-operative management.

From the syllabuses of the Women's Guilds we can discern a steady

upward tendency. The industrial element seems now to have become sub-

servient to the more intellectual. The keenest co-operators and most

enthusiastic workers are to be found amongst the women of the movement.
The freshness of their minds, with their undoubted intuitive powers, when
brought to bear upon the great co-operative problems, will, we trust, engender

the spirit of emulation, which in turn will infuse fresh vigour into our ranks.

This is bound to advance our cause and bring further triumphs in its train.

Co-operative Convalescent Homes.

These two homes have been well described as the crowning glory of the

movement. During the year the number of admissions was 4,528, and the

average residence nearly fourteen days. Societies are cordially invited to take

advantage of the many facilities that are provided at the homes to encourage

their members to go as visitors, or secure " lines " that will entitle them to

have a fortnight's rest when recovering from any ailment that may overtake

them. The guilds are busy prosecuting a scheme whereby a new Home will

be erected for mothers and children. Surely this beneficent object is worthy
of the assistance of all our societies.

Extension of Premises during 1912.

The year 1912 has been one of constant development on the part of St.

Cuthbert's Co-operative Association Limited. The trade having outgrown
the grocery premises at Piershill, a new branch has been opened at Craigen-

tinny. The transformation of the Norton Park shops has been almost

accomplished, and in line with the grocery and the drapery two new shops

have been acquired, one of which is occupied as a bread shop, and the other,

after the alterations have been completed, will be a fleshing branch. The
reconstruction of the drapery has been on an extended scale, and when
occupied it will be far and away the most imposing shop in Easter Road. On
the south side a new bakery shop has been opened at 1, Grange Loan. In
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Leith Walk four shops, grocery, bakery, drug, and fleshing, with three flats

of houses above, are being erected at Haddington Place. Extensive ground

and buildings have been acquired at Upper Grove Place, where a stick factory

and additional stabling are being provided. More ground has been bought at

High Riggs, and there a cake bakery and a new biscuit factory are in course

of being built. The laundry, which was started only last March, has

developed with great rapidity, and already the premises are taxed almost to

their full capacity.

The new drapery premises of the Leith Provident Co-operative Society

are now nearly completed, and will be opened for business early in March.

The dairy depot still continues to be a source of attraction to many
societies, as during the year it has been visited by delegates from all parts of

Scotland, also from Belfast. It is gratifying to note that in consequence of

these visits since the opening of the dairy, many societies have started the

milk trade, and others are also seriously contemplating doing so. The output

of this department has increased during the year from 4,200 to 5,600 gallons

per week. The quality of the milk, and the profit, has been most satisfactory.

A Pure Milk Supply.—Penicuik and Prestonpans societies are now
supplying their members with reliable sweet milk, treated in the most scientific

manner, thereby doing a great service to the community. These new
ventures, we learn, are meeting with pronounced success.

Portobello is now proceeding with considerable extensions, and West
Barns has opened a branch at Dunbar which is doing well.

The following is the financial statement for the year 1912 :

—

ReoeipU. £ 8. d.

To Bftl&nce frojn 1911 4 8 51^

„ Bank Interest 18 10

„ Advertisements 7
„ Contributions from Societies—

Armadale 2 7 11

Bathsrate 4 16
}', I ivrigg 10
1. l)tim 2 16
Bruxbum Women's Ooild 2 6
Co-operative Insurance 1

Co-cp«rativ€ New 10 6
Dalkeith 2
Oorebridge 3 U 6
Oavieside
Haddington 9 9 S
Hillwood 2 10
JuniperOreen 1 19 4
Leith Provident 8 10
Leith Provident Women's

Guild 9 8
Mostelborgh and Fisherrow.. 7 8 6
MiUMlbnifh Women's Guild.

.

2 6
Paisley Manafactoring 10
Penicuik 4

Penicuik Women's Guild .... 2 6
People's Bank 16
PortobeUo 117 6
Prestonpans 1 11 8
Printing Co.. Bdinburvh 1

Soottiah SMtion 8
I

OmrUdftntmrd 66 11 3|

Expenditure. £ s. d.
By Committee's Expenses 16 14 9
„ Delegations 18 18 4

„ Delegates to Portsmouth Congress 9 11 5

„ Propagandist Meetings 83 19 10

„ Purveying Tea for Conference
Delegates at Bathgate 7

„ Printing Account and Stationery 16 2
„ Subscriptions—

HcotUsh Central Committee
on Eiduoation 8

Scottish Council for Women's
Trades 2

Convalescent Homes 1

Co-operative Union 10
International Alliance.
Hous«-Letting Act

Secretary's Salary
„ Postal Charges

Treasurer's Salary

„ Posul ChargM
Commission on CheqoM .

.

Auditors' Fees
Cash in People's Bank S 6

Treasttror'. hwnH* 6 1

10
1

7
2
8

11

4

11

Cfri$dflarwmrd 188 16 i|
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£ 8. d.

Brought forivard 65 11 3ii

To Contributions from Societies -

S.C.W.S 5
Scottish Women's Guild 2 6
S.C.W.S. Employes' Assoc. . . 10
Scottish Defence Association. . 10
St Cuthbert's 45 11 6
St. Cuthbert's Women's Guild-
Central 8
Northern Branch 2 6
Eastern Branch 8
Norton Park Branch 2 6
tsouthern Branch 2 6
Broughton Branch 2 6

Tranent 5 9
United Co-operative Baking. .200
West Calder 7 15
West Barns 19 5

jei33 16 5^

Brought ''urxcarJ

Auditors—
Wm. Crawford.
Wm. Colville.

£ 8. d.

.133 16 5i

£183 16 5^

George Peddie, Secretary.

No. 5.

—

Falkirk.

Executive Committee.

Ex-Bailie Loney, J.P. (president),

Denny.

Mr. John Liddell (treasurer), P^alkirk.

„ Thomas Johnston (secretary), Fal-

kirk.

Mr. G. Walker, Grahamston ; INIr. Jas.

M. Burns, Camelon (auditors).

„ Alex. Thomson, Redding.

„ H. Brock, Grangemouth.

„ G. Downie, Bo'ness.

„ G. M'Nair, Stenhousemuir

We have again pleasure in submitting for your approval and consideration

the annual report, statistical statement, and balance sheet for the year ending

December, 1912. Whilst local influences to a certain extent have affected

some of the societies, still, as a whole, we have reason to congratulate ourselves

on the steady progress the movement is making in the district. This must be

gratifying to all co-operators in our area, showing as it does their loyalty to

the cause. For comparison we submit the following figures, which, at a glance,

show the progress commercially made during the year :

—

Members. Capital. Sales. Profit. Reserve Fund.

1912.. 23,037 .. £412,825 .. £951,992 .. £160,091 .. £19,733
1911.. 22,184 .. 403,576 .. 92G,G68 .. 162,120 .. 19,281

853 £9.249 £25,324 £492Increase.

Decrease. .. .. .. £2,029

Although nothing of an outstanding nature has occupied the attention of

the council, still a large amount of routine work has been taken up. On the

invitation of the committee of the Bonnybridge Co-operative Society, the

council endeavoured to smooth away the difficulties that had arisen in

connection with the bakers' dispute. Whilst their actions might not have

been all that was desired, still their only object was to try by every amicable
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means to arrive at a settlement. Although taking no credit to themselves,

they believe the means they adopted paved the way for the settlement which

was finally arrived at.

The council regret the step taken by the members of the Bonnybridge

Co-operative Society in withdrawing from the association, in which they had

such a long and honourable connection. The council have been in com-

munication with the committee of the society, and it is hoped that the

Bonnybridge Society will see their way to rejoin our association.

The council would also like to draw the attention of the societies to the

window-dressing competition. Unfortunately, this is not meeting with the

success it deserves. Perhaps the conditions governing the competition require

revising, and the council would be glad to receive any suggestions that would

make the competition more attractive. The judges at our last competition

suggested some improvements, which are having our attention and will be

submitted to you shortly, but we should also like suggestions from societies.

Let us here offer our congratulations to the Camelon Society, who have won

the cup three years in succession. It is an achievement to be proud of.

In educational matters no prominent part has been taken by the council.

They have confined themselves practically and financially to the book-keeping

classes, which are being held in Falkirk. The success of the classes during

session 1910-1911 was phenomenal. Over all, the percentage of passes was

close on 100, which reflected great credit on the teachers and students alike.

These classes were conducted under the auspices of the Scottish Central

Committee on Education and the local auxiliary committee. With the passing

away of the latter body, the work has devolved this year on the council. To
enable the students to continue their studies two classes were formed, viz.,

second and third stage classes. We were fortunate in securing the same

teachers, practically the same students, and we are hopeful of obtaining the

same success this year. We are promised, if their funds permit, a grant from

the Scottish Central Committee on Education, but if this is not sufficient to

cover the expenses, the balance will come out of the funds of the association.

It is recognised that no society organisation is complete without having

its Women's Guild. That the societies in our own area are recognising this

is seen in the number of guilds that have been formed this year. They do a

large amount of useful work, and the society that has an energetic Women's
Guild knows the benefit derived thereby. Those societies who have not this

adjunct to their organisation should see to this being rectified at once. We
have still only the two educational associations—Grahamston and Camelon.

This is not as it should be. Why is not a leaf taken out of the Women's
Guild book? Surely there is sufficient enthusiasm in our members to have an

educational association in each society.

The question of the amalgamation of the eight societies in the car radius

has been having the attention of a special committee during the year. Many
meetings have been held, and a pamphlet, prepared by Mr. Deant, showing

the advantages of amalgamation, has been iuaed to each member of each
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society. Nothing definite has been arrived at, but the special committee are

hopeful that some of the societies, if not all, will see their way to amalgamate.

The usual quarterly conferences were held during the year. The first of

these was held at Bonnybridge, on Saturday, 10th February, under the

auspices of the local society. At this meeting, Mr. John Liddell was

appointed treasurer, and Mr. George M'Nair member of council for twelve

months. Mr. Hugh Binnie (Stenhousemuir Equitable) was recommended as

a suitable candidate for election to the Scottish Section. The appointment of

a delegate to Congress was left in the hands of the council. The paper down

for discussion was " The Future Development of Co-operative Production by

the Scottish Co-operative Wholesale Society." Mr. Deans was present and

read his paper, and a good discussion followed. A guinea was subscribed to

the Women's Guild, in connection with the coming-of-age scheme.

The second conference was held in the beautiful grounds of Calderwood,

on the invitation of the directors of the Scottish Co-operative Wholesale

Society, on Saturday, 11th May. Messrs. Downie and Thomson were elected

members of council for twelve months. The annual report, statistical state

ment, and balance sheet were adopted. Mr. Stewart (chairman. Wholesale

Society) gave an interesting address, urging upon those present the necessity

of continued loyalty to the Wholesale. He also analysed the statistical

statement, and brought out a very satisfactory review of the position of the

societies in the conference district. A guinea was subscribed to the Inter-

national Co-operative Alliance reception fund.

The third conference was held at Kilsyth, on Saturday, 10th August,

under the auspices of the local society. The committee of the Kilsyth Society

took the opportunity of formally opening their new premises. A large number

of delegates were present when Mr. Edward Hardie (chairman of the society)

traced the steps taken to secure the premises which they had seen. From
almost slum property they had converted the building into up-to-date

business premises, and he had much pleasure in declaring the premises open.

The conference was held in the Masonic Hall. Mr. Thomas Johnston was

elected secretary, and Mr. H. Brock member of council for twelve months.

Mr. William Wright was prevented by illness from being present to read his

paper, ** The Possibilities of Co-operation," but a good substitute was

provided in the person of Mr. Wright's son. A good discussion followed the

reading of the paper. It was agreed to subscribe three guineas to the funds

of the Scottish Central Committee on Education.

The fourth, and last, conference was held at Stenhousemuir, under the

auspices of the Stenhousemuir Equitable Society, on Saturday, 10th November.

Ex-Bailie Loney referred to the remarkable success that had attended the

book-keeping classes, which, he believed, established a record for Scotland.

Ex-Bailie Loney was elected president, and Messrs. Burns and Walker
auditors for twelve months. Mr. Bayne (Alloa) read his paper, which

created a good discussion. The cup and badges won at the recent window-

dressing competition were then presented—the cup going to Camelon, and
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second and third place badges to the Grahamston and Bainsford Central and

Newmarket Street shops. The discussion on Wholesale representation,

raised by Grahamston and Bainsford Society, was referred back to the

council to "prepare a circular bearing on the question and send out to the

societies for confirmation.

At all these conferences the attendance has been steadily increasing, the

discussions have been well maintained, and a general tendency of increased

interest in the meetings is observable.

We have again to express our warmest thanks to the societies under whose

auspices we have met during the year for the cordial welcome and generous

hospitality they have extended to all those attending the conference.

The following is the financial statement for the year 1912 :-

To
Receipts. £ s.

Balance from previous year 44 5
Redding 11 6
Laurieston 1 15
Cumbernauld 1 4

Camelon 6
Carronshore Baking 12
Denny and Dunipace 4 8
Slamannan 4
Stenbousemuir Baking 4
Longcroft .... 8
Ckjndorrat 1

Bonnybridge 2 4

Stenhousemuir Ekiuitable 3 14

Grahamston and Bainsford 12 2
Kilsyth 4 16
Bainsford and Grahamston

Baking 6 9
Grangemouth 6 18
CarroD ball and Kinnaird 10
Bo'nes 6
Scottish Co-op. Wholesale Soc.

.

6
Co-operative Insurance Society..
Hcotti-li S.-<tion
€<• Newspaper Society.
Sr "ttor

H<- • i;al Defence Assoc.

S 8
2 10
7 6

1 10
8

10
1

10
Laundry Ahh.uciation 1

Fees—Book-keepinK Classes
United Co-operative Baking

Society
Paisley Manufacturing Society .

.

Camelon Edaoational
Grahamston and Bainsford and

Bainsford and Grahamston
Educational

Camelon Women's Guild (
(t. A B. and B. d G. Women's

(hiihl 6
StenhoD^' .n'gGuild.. 6
Carron V ild 6
Orangeni 'n's Guild ..0 6
Discount (ruu) N.U. Railway Co. 11

Interest from Bank 4

8 10
1 10

10

10

J147 19 9

Expenditure.
By Committee's Expenses
„ Delegate's „
„ Travelling „
„ Purveying for Quarterly Meetings
„ Bainsford and Grahamston Bak-

ing Society

„ Central Council ofWomen'sGuild
(Coming-of-Age)

„ Grahamston and Bainsford Co-
operative Society ...

„ Co-operative Alliance
„ Cup Competition (Judges, Badges

and Competition)
„ Insurance of Cup
„ Delegate to Congress
„ Mr. Wright, for reading Paper .

.

„ Mr. Bayne „ „ „ .

.

„ Scottish Central Committee on
Education

„ Co-operative Union
„ Telfer Testimonial
„ Hires
„ Printing and Stationery
„ Postages and Carriages
., Auditors
„ Secretary
„ Treasurer
M Cash in Hand and in Bank

Audited—
Jambs M. Bvsns.
Gkomb WAi.iuia.

£ s. d.

11 19
8 19
16 1 7
13 10

1 3 6

1

4 8
1 1

4 5 9
2 6

7 4

10

10

8 8
10

1 1

17
6 1

4 10
14

6
2
58 4

1147 19 9

Thomas Johmstom, Secretary.
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No. 6.—Fife and Kinross.

Executive Committee

:

Mr. Peter McConnell, J.P. (president),

Kirkcaldy.

„ George Spalding, J. P. (treasurer)*

Dysart.

„ John Patterson (secretary), Burnt-

island.

Mr. John Balfour, Pathhead

„ Alex. Burt, Kelty.

„ John King, Cowdenbeath.

„ Wm. M. Watson, Cupar.

„ George Wright, Dunfermline.

„ D. Peebles (auditor), Dunfermline.

In again submitting for your consideration the annual report of the

association, we are pleased to be able to record that, as a whole, the move-

ment in the district is in a very encouraging and sound financial position. The
greater number of our societies show increases in nearly all their various

particulars, and those who are not so fortunate are very few, local circum-

stances accounting for their somewhat lack of expansion, which is no doubt of

a paying nature. A very laudable desire by those employed in the staple

trade of the county (mining) to share in the prosperity of that industry led

to a prolonged stoppage of work and consequent depression in all trades,

reducing the sales of not a few of our larger societies, but it is pleasing to

note the ready and satisfactory recovery made by the societies affected, after

matter had been adjusted and work resumed, which is evidence of that great

buoyancy and power of recovery in co-operative trading.

Educational Work.

As in previous years, opportunity has been taken to visit societies by your

executive to press the need for educational propaganda; also visitation to

the W^omen's Guild. Such visits were greatly appreciated, as evidenced by

the invariable cordial reception given and the increased attendance of those

interested in educational effort.

During the year, as the result of the resolution passed by the Scottish

National Conference, it was agreed that the administration and centre of

educational work should revert to the Scottish Section, with Conference

Executive as auxiliary committee. We trust this will lead to a more extended

and systematic method of husbanding the time and effort of those willing to

help on this work.

A few of our larger societies, by themselves, have arranged and carried

on lectures and public meetings for the discussion of questions considered to

be of interest to their members. Such efforts we venture to commend for the

favourable consideration of all societies as a means of spreading an intelligent

knowledge of the saving and economic power of the co-operative movement.

Amalgamation of Societies.

As a means of meeting the increasing and inevitable expansion of the

societies towards each other, and the overshadowing of smaller societies by
those with a great command of capital, and means of meeting the wider and

varied requirements of members, your committee are not without hope of this
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being accomplished in a greater degree in the near future with the more

pressing cases. They, however, regret that in too many instances the advances

towards such a consummation are not made till it is almost impossible to

arrange such with a fair measure of success. We are pleased to be able to

congratulate Cupar Society on its broad and public spirit in taking over and

carrying on the affairs of Edenvale Society, and we are not without hope that

work of a like nature at present under consideration by another of our

societies will be brought to a successful result during the coining year.

New Buildinc.s and Extensions.

Some of our societies might be characterised as the " mortar tubs " of the

district, as no sooner is an extension finished than need is shown for still

another addition, Markinch Society, which recently erected central premises,

found" it necessary to erect new and extended premises for the requirements

of its branch at Thornlea. Dysart Society during the year has been building

and expects shortly to open a handsome and up-to-date bakery, with an

extension of grocery and drapery premises. Leven Reform has again been

in the property market and intend to erect and equip new drapery premises

on the acquired site. Methil has finished and entered during the year its

large and commodious new premises for grocery and drapery departments.

West Wemyss has also seen the need for addition to its former accommoda-

tion. Dunfermline Society is, we understand, favourably considering the

erecting of an up-to-date bakery, with the nearest railway facilities and

newest economic appliances.

Business Enterprise.

Buckhaven Society has added a dairy for the supplying of its members

with pure milk, which is proving a valuable addition to its expanding trade.

Several societies have adopted the Collective Life Assurance scheme, and

experience is proving it a valuable advertisement for their societies and the

benefit of the movement. Penny savings banks are being introduced in some

societies, with good results, as an addition to the encouragement of thrift

amongst the younger generation.

Window-dressing Competition.

The second competition was arranged and carried through on lines almost

similar to the previous year, the interest in same being fairly maintained.

Buckhaven Society won the first place, which entitles it to the custody of

the cup for the year ; Dunfermline and Leven Reform were second and third

place respectively. Messrs. Anderson and Blackwood (Scottish Cooperativo

Wholesale Society) again favoured the district with their valuable and able

services as judges in the competition. We venture to hope that the result of

these competitions will be seen in the permanent improved appearance of

the windows of those societies taking part, and we would commend for

encouragement the efforts put forth by the employ^ to display to advantage

the productions of the movement.
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Representation on Public Boards.

The published reports of municipal, parish council, and school board

elections, we are pleased to note, show continued and additional representa-

tions by co-operators on such public boards in our district, and we note at

this time that on the recently constituted insurance committees leading

co-operators of our societies are being requested to share in such laudable

work.

Quarterly Meetings.

The first meeting was held in February, in the Co-operative Hall, Loch-

gelly, under the auspices of that society. Mr. Deans (secretary, Scottish

Section) read his paper, entitled " The Development of Co-operative

Production," which brought out a very interesting and instructive discussion.

Mr. Deans' reply to the comments on his paper were an outstanding feature

of the meeting.

The second meeting was held in the Town Hall, Markinch, in May.

Mr. McConnell, delegate to Congress at Portsmouth, submitted his very full

and interesting report of the proceedings and his personal impression of such

gathering. The secretary's statistical statement and annual report and the

treasurer's statement were submitted at this meeting. Mr. McConnell was

re-elected president, and Mr. Spalding was again appointed treasurer.

Messrs. Balfour and Burt were re-elected members of the committee, and

Mr. Wm. Watson (Cupar) was elected to fill the vacancy caused by the death

of Mr. White (Leven).

The third meeting was held in August, in the Good Templar Hall, St.

Andrews. Mr. William Wright's paper, on *' The Possibilities of

Co-operation," was read by his son, Mr. Wright being unable to attend

through illness. The executive were instructed to convene a meeting to

consider the question of a co-operative laundry.

The fourth meeting was held in November, in the Co-operative Hall,

Methil. The subject for discussion at this meeting was Mr. Duncan

Mc.Innes' paper entitled " The International Co-operative Alliance," which

was read by Mr. Geo. Wilson (Scottish Section). The comments made on

the question all expressed the desire that the discussion of the matter would

popularise the Alliance and increase the interest in its meetings to be held in

Glasgow in August this year.

Special conferences have also been convened during the year. The first

was held at Buckhaven in February, when representatives were present from

Leven Reform, Methil, East Wemyss, and Buckhaven societies. Mr. Purdie

(Scottish Section) addressed the meeting on the question of ** Overlapping and

Amalgamation."

The second was held at Pathhead in June, 19 societies being represented.

" The Position and Relationship of Societies and their Employes under the

Health Insurance Act " was introduced by Mr. McConnell. A general dis-

cussion ensued, which brought out the arrangements by which the societies

represented were carrying out the Act.



Reports or Sections jikd Dist&ioxs.

The third was held at Dunfermline in August. The business before this

meeting was the educational arrangements and work during the winter. The
executive was empowered at this meeting to arrange for four lectures by

the lecturers under the Central Educational Committee scheme.

Obituary.

During the past year we have had from time to time to record the passing

from amongst us of active workers in the movement. The following, by their

long and ungrudging service, we think, deserve to be remembered ;—Mr.

Robert White (Leven), for years the honoured and respected president of the

Reform Society, and serving eleven years on the executive of this association.

Of an independent and yet obliging disposition, he was typical in many ways

of what is lovable. Mr. James Richardson (Dunfermhne), who filled the

presidential chair of that important society for a long time, and also for a

considerable number of years represented Dunfermline on the executive of

the association. His shrewd, kind, and homely way made him many friends.

Mr. James Galloway (Dysart), who for over thirty years was connected with

that society, serving for many years on the committee. Of a genial dis-

position, his kindly face and form will be sadly missed at our conferences,

which he delighted to attend. Mr. John Stuart (East Wemyss), who filled

the office of secretary of that society for over twenty years. His manly

bearing and straightforward character, as worker and friend of causes for

the uplifting of his class, were highly appreciated, and his presence will be

greatly missed amongst those who enjoyed his association and assistance.

We cannot close this report of our conference work without acknowledging

the influence of the women's guild in our midst, and to say that we note

with pleasure the additions made to the number of their branches in our

district. To those societies that have not already branches we would urge

them to make an effort to this end, as the guild has been proved again and
again to be a splendid propagandist in connection with our movement.

Besides attending the foregoing meetings the committee has also met
from time to time to arrange for these meetings, and, when opportunity

offered, advised and consulted with the various committees on matters of

interest to the movement.

We again thank those societies under whose auspices we have met for

their uniform kindness in providing us with a meeting place and liberal

hospitality to the delegates attending the meetings.

The following is the financial statement for the year 1912 :

—

RMeipU. M 1. d.

SabMriptions-
To Aaohtarmnohty Sooiaty 1 6

., BackhaTen Society 8 16 5

BxbandltOM.
By OommlMaa'aTMii

.. DalacaliM ..

,, Railway Paraa

1 «. d.

18 10 7

7 1 8
14 IS 8

„ Bamtitland Sooiat^ 1 S 9 „ PofltacaaandCommiaaion .

„ Carriaaa
4 14 8

8 7,. CoaltowD of WamyM BooiatT . . . . 9 9
.. Co^oparattTa Xnaaraaoa SoctatT..10
.. Co-oparallTaDafanoSAaaoolalkni 10

„ Co^.ValacMM'Asaooialloii.... 10
„ rowlenbaalhfVMfaly 8 4 10

„ Hiraa 14

„ Hall .... 19 6
„ Congraaa Dalanla
.. Oon?alaaoaiil Romaa

.... 8 19 6
I 8

OanUdforwmrd 11 15 7 « 9 9
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£ s. d.
Brought forward 11 15 7

To Cupar and District Society 15 4

,, Dunfermline Society 8
„ Dysart Society 2 14 8
„ East Wemyss Society 1 8 8^
„ Gallatown Society 1 1

„ Guardbridge Society 14 2
„ Kelty Society 4 5

„ Kettle Society 10 2

„ King's Kettle Baking Society 1 2 7
„ Kingseat Society 7 9
„ Kinross and Vicinity Society 12 8
,, Lassodie Society 9

„ Leslie Society 10 6
„ Leslie and District Society 2 5

„ L even Reform Society 3 10

„ Lochgelly Society 6

, , Markinch Society 8 7

„ Methil Society 1 13 4

„ Newburgh and District Society ..090
,, Newspaper Society 10 6
„ Paisley Manufacturing Society .

.

10

,, Pathhead & Sinclairtown Society 5

,, Scottish Co-operator 10

,, Scottish Section 3

„ Scottish Women's Guild 2 6
„ Scottish Wholesale Society 5
„ St. Andrew's Society 14 8
„ Townhill Industrial Society 1 4 7
„ United Baking Society 2

„ West Wemyss Society 8 4

„ Advertising

—

Co-operative Insurance Society 10
Paisley Manufacturing Society 10
St. Cuthbert's Association 2

United Baking Society 1 17

,, Cash commencing the year 37 3

„ Interest on Deposit Receipt 12 6

£\U 3 7}

£ s. d.
Brought forward 56 9 9

By Central Educational Committee.. 8
„ Co-op. Defence Association 2

,, International Co-op. Congress ..100
„ Co-op. International Alliance. . 2

„ Window Dressing Competition
and Judgmg 7 13

,, Co-op. Veterans' Association 10
„ Telfer Testimonial 1 U

„ Proportion Central Council
Charges 1 4

„ Reading of Papers 1 7 6

„ Printing 8 5 1

, Secretary's Salary 3
,, Treasurer's , 1

,, Cash on Deposit ^20
,, Cash in hand 5 4 SJ

25 4 3i

Audited—
David Peebles.

£114 3 7}

John Patterson, Secretary.

No. 7.— Forfarshire, Perthshire, and Aberdeenshire.

Executive Committee.

Mr G. J. Mathews (president), Perth.

„ Alfred O'Neil (secretary), Brechin.

„ John Muir (treasurer), Dundee.

„ James M. Duncan (statistical sec-

retary), Arbroath,

„ David Small (auditor), Dundee.

„ James Wilkie (auditor), Dundee.

Mr. D. F. Gloak, Dundee.

D M'CuUoch, Carnoustie.

James Bruce, Brechin.

Alexander Sinclair, Muthill.

D. Littlejohn, Arbroath.

W. D. M'Neill, Perth.

Those who have been appointed to carry on the work of the Forfarshire,

Perthshire, and Aberdeenshire Conference Association have again pleasure

in giving some account of their stewardship and of the trend of co-operative

affairs in the district since last annual report.
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Conferences.

In pursuance of the jubilee celebrations of the Paisley Co-operative

Manufacturing Society, the oldest existing Scottish productive society, an

invitation from its directors to hold our April meeting at their works, Colins-

lee, was accepted. This was the first occasion on which we had held a

conference outside the bounds of our own district. From 1 to 2-30 p.m. the

machinery and a number of employes were specially kept at work for the

benefit of the delegates, who had a first-hand, ocular demonstration of

lo-operative production on a large scale under the best of modern, scientific,

hygienic, and labour conditions, and of loom products which can find an outlet

anywhere by sheer merit. After a thorough inspection of the works the

delegates transacted the usual business of the annual meeting, and listened

to a brief address from Mr. John Gemmell (president, Paisley Co-operative

Manufacturing Society) on "Co-operation as a Brotherhood." The whole

visit was full of instruction and pleasure, and an education and inspiration for

greater efforts for development of and loyalty to co-operative productions.

The courtesy, attention, and hospitality of the society's directors and officials

were in the best spirit of what Mr. Gemmell spoke, and, altogether, the good

effects of such an event cannot readily be forgotten by those who were

privileged to be present.

The July conference was held in Dundee, under the auspices of the City

of Dundee Society and the Dundee Coal Supply Association. Arrangements

were made for the delivery of a paper calculated to arouse the co-operators of

Dundee and district to better and nobler things. Circumstances, over which

we had no control, prevented the fulfilment of that arrangement, and in that

respect the conference was disappointing to the large attendance which met.

Several interesting items of business were dealt with, however. Mr. John
Barrowman intimated his retiral as auditor, and Mr. James Wilkie, his

successor as manager of the Scottish Co-operative Wholesale Society, Dundee
Branch, was elected to succeed him in his conference office also. Instructions

were given to record in the association minute book an expression of the high

regard of the co-operators of the district for Mr. Barrowman. A discussion

took place regarding the merits and demerits of the rotation system of

societies* representation on council of management, which has been in vogue
for the last four years, and it resulted in several notices of amendments of

rules. Arbroath West Port Association, after a lapse of several years,

applied for reaffiliation, which was gladly granted.

There was anotnrr large muster of delegates at Auchterarder, where the

October conference was entertained by the three societies in that town. A
lively debate toi)k place on two proposals of change of method in electing the

council of management—one that the old way of open election of societies be
reverted to, and another that two individuals be elected and four be sent by
rotation from the societies. The latter, a compromise between recent and
former ways, was agreed to by a narrow majority. We would draw your
attention to the rules of the association, as these contain all the latest amend-

27
'^ '
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ments. Mr. D. Mc.Innes' paper on " The International Co-operative

Alliance " was submitted at this conference, with the special object of creating

an interest amongst the societies in the district in the constitution and aims

of the International Alliance and the International Congress which is to be

held in Glasgow in August, 1913. A resolution was moved by Mr. John Muir

(treasurer of the association) and unanimously carried, after a sympathetic

discussion. Mr. George Napier did not seek re-election as statistical

secretary, and Mr. James M. Duncan (Arbroath Equitable Society) was

appointed at this meeting in his stead.

The last conference, held at Arbroath in January, was a record one in

point of numbers, 148 delegates being present. The subjects consideretl

related to the educational work of the movement, nationally and as a district.

A resolution, similar to what has been passed by the other nine Scottish

Conference Associations, was agreed to, calling upon the Scottish Section to

become the executive for the whole of the propaganda, educational, and

defensive work of the movement in Scotland, and to take over the work of

the Defence and Educational Associations. Our association has held this

opinion emphatically all along, and it is gratifying to find at last that such

unnecessary multiplication of agencies is to be abolished at the Scottish

National Conference. Mr. John Muir submitted a paper entitled

" Co-operative Education : District Organisation," which was a masterly

examination of the movements, methods of educating its members, adherents

and employes, and the relation of those methods to the provisions of the

State, showing their too often lack of co-ordination and interadapt ability,

and outlining a scheme suitable for adoption by conference associations to

stimulate definite and systematic co-operative education in every society.

The opinion of the conference was that Mr. Muir's contribution to the proper

solution of this problem was worthy of more serious attention, and with that

in view the council are arranging to have the paper printed and circulated

and the scheme thoroughly discussed at a future meeting.

Propaganda.

During the year the executive have given even more anxious thought and

study than before to the best means whereby the movement may become

stronger and more consolidated in the immediate conference district, as well

as in the area north thereof in which we have taken an interest and extended

help in recent years, but which, on account of financial and geographical

obstacles, we, of ourselves, can only influence to a very small extent. Peter-

head Society succumbed three years ago, this past year Hvintly, Banchory,

and Montrose Baking and Trading societies went into liquidation, while sighs

of decline are visible in other places. We considered that these circumstances,

while damaging co-operation in small towns, adversely affected the whole

movement and were a distinct call upon us to make every possible effort to

put new life into languishing societies. A good deal had been done in the

past, in the days of the propaganda agents, and also by this association ; a

more determined campaign was now required, however, and we boldly asked
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the Scottish Section and Scottish Co-operative Wholesale Society to finance

and organise a thorough system of propaganda in this district and the North

of Scotland for at least a year. Our request was most sympathetically and

handsomely dealt with, the Co-operative Union and the Scottish Co-operative

Wholesale Society deciding to grant £200 each for the purpose. We have

tabulated and submitted our suggestions to a joint committee, on which woai'e

represented, and which has been appointed to proceed in the matter, and we

hope to be able to report its decisions at the April conference. We most

gratefully thank the Union and the Scottish Co operative Wholesale Society

for the o-xceptioual arrangements come to in the interests of the movement in

the north, and devoutly trust our united efforts will ultimately produce goo»l

results.

Amaluamations.

Matters have not all been of a depressing nature, however, during the

past year. There is one place in our midst which is brighter and happier,

co-operatively, to-day than ever it was. and where the future holds rich

promise of progress. We refer to Brechin, where the two societies which

have pursued separate existences for over fifty years became amalgamated in

September. This is the most encouraging event which has occurred in the

recent history of the district, and we heartily congratulate our Brechin friends

on their notable achievement and on the equitable and harmonious manner in

which the whole negotiations were carried through. It is an example which

must have a good influence on other parts of the district, which are notoriously

over supplied with societies, and. the progress and saving which are sure to

result in Brechin must tell even more in the future in favour of such wise

consolidations. Negotiations are proceeding between the City of Dundee
and the two Carnoustie societies with a view to amalgamation. Such a

consummation would be an immense impetus to co-operation in a large area,

and wp trust it will be realised.

Progress.

Aberdeen Northern Company continues to beat ail records, besides leading

in the regulation of selling prices beneficially to all consumers in that city.

Most of the societies in Forfarshire and Perthshire have also been active.

The City of Dundee Society recetitly opened a large, attractive new branch in

the heart of the city, and its year old branch at Broughty Ferry is a
growing success. Brechin opened a branch at Bervie in September, which is

also justifying expectations. Kirriemuir's drapery and tailoring department,

np<Mied a year ago, has exceetled all expectations of success, and dressmaking

;ind millinery have just been added. In guild and educational affairs Perth.

I>undee, Brechin, and Arbroath continue to do excellent work. Aberdeen has

speciali8e<l in the business of education of its employis in a manner which

redounds to its credit as well as that of the Aberdeen School Board.

CONQRBSS

The district is to be favoured for the second time by a visit of the
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National Congress, the place of meeting at Whitsuntide this year being

Aberdeen. The Reception Committee and directors of the Northern

Co-operative Company are leaving nothing undone to make the annual co-

operative parliament a success in every way. It is not creditable that only

nine societies in this district are affiliated with the Union. Every society

depends upon its protective care, and lives under the legislative benefits it

has brought to the movement. What the local society is to the individual

member the Co-operative Union is to the society. It is the defender and

promoter of the interests of every society, and every society in its own best

interests ought to be under its direct influence and guidance.

Presentations.

The two officials who retired during the year, viz., Messrs. John Barrow-

man and George Napier, were made the recipients of small gifts in apprecia-

tion of their worth and work. In the case of the former the gift was

Tennyson's and Longfellow's works, and in the latter a violin bow.

Obituary.

We record with regret the death of Mr. Samuel Mollison, president of

Arbroath West Port Association, and chairman of Arbroath School Board

;

also the deaths of Messrs. Henry Murphy and Isaac McDonald, directors of

the Scottish Co-operative Wholesale Society.

Thanks.

To the societies which entertained the conferences throughout the year

and granted the use of their rooms to the council, and to all others who
assisted our efforts on behalf of the spread of co-operative practice, we
return grateful thanks. We shall be glad to be of further service to our

fellows in every way possible.

The following is the financial statement for the year 1912 :

—

Receipts. £
To Balance from 1911 9

„ Investment—Co-operative Con-
valescent Homes 1

„ Subscriptions— £ s. d.

Aberdeen Northern Co. 7 7
Arbroath Equitable . . 2

„ High Street. 4

West Port.. 4 7
Fr'ndly Coal 1 1

Auchterardcr Baking . 15

„ Fens 10
Provid't. 7

Brechin Equitable .... 5
Carnoustie Association 2 1

,, Equitable . 1 1

CriefT 9
Dundee, City of 4 Oil
Dundee Coal Supply.- 2
Kirriemuir 2 11

Monifieth Coal 6 6
Perth, City of 10
Perth Coal Society 2 10

Co-op. Defence Assoc. 10

s. d
2 9

Carried forward 10 2 9

Expenditure £ s.

By Railway Pares 16 6

„ Lost Time 6 7
,, Allowances 6 10

,, Council Meetings—Tea 2 18
„ Postage, Cai-riage, Bank

Commission, &c 3 17

,, Printing and Stationery.. 10 12

„ Hall Rents, &c 1 13
„ Presentation to Mr. John

Barrowman 1 1

£ s. d.

49 2 5

Subscriptions

—

Central Committee on
Education 3

Co-op. Defence Assoc. 110
Co-operative Convales-
cent Homes 1 3

International Congress
Reception Fund . . 10

Scot'shWomen'sGuild.
"Coming-of-AgeFund" 10

6 14

Carriedforward 55 16 5
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Broughtforward 10
To Subscriptions-

Co-op. Insurance Soc. 10
Co-op. Newspaper Soc. 10 6
Co-operative L'nion ..300
Paisley M'turing Soc. 10
Scottish Co-op, Whole-

sale Society 5
SeottuhOo-operatorHoc. 10
United Baking Society 2

63

„ Advertising

—

Co-op. Insurance Soc. 15
Paisley M'turing Soc. 10
ScottishCo-oprratorSoc. 13 6
United Baking Society 1 3 ~

8. d.
a 9

8 8

Bank Interest and Dividend
3 la

T

,

£ 8. d.

I

Broughtforward 56 16 5

I
By Salaries

-

Secretary 2
Statistical Secretary ..100
Treasurer 1

4

„ Balance-
Cash on hand 8 11 8
Cash in Bank 13 2 11

16 14 7

,, Investment—Co-operative Conva-
lescent Homes 10

Audited—
David Small.
Jamks Wilkir.

£77 11 £77 11

Alfred O'Nkil, Secretary,

No. 8.

—

Glasgow and Suburbs.

Executive Committee.

M.A. (president)Mr. James Lucas,
Shettleston.

„ Walter Weir (secretary), Cowlairs,
Glasgow.

„ Allan M'Pherson (treas.), Glasgow
Eastern.

„ \. R.Chaddock(8tati8tical secretary),

Kinning Park, Glasgow,

„ Wm. Anderson (auditor), Glasgow
Eastern.

Mr. James Bowie, St. George, Glasgow.

„ James Parlane, Vale of Leven.

„ William Mason, Dalmuir.

Mrs. Murie, Kinning Park, Glasgow.

Mr. Robert Eraser, Glasgow Eastern.

„ Alex. Strang, Cowlairs, Glasgow.

„ John Richardson, Dmnbarton.

„ John M. Biggar, Milngavie.

„ James Russell, St. Rollox, Glasgow.

We have the utmost pleasure in again submitting our annual report for

your consideration and approval, in which is also included the balance sheet.

Trade during the year has been on the boom, and is still good, and co-operative

societies in our area have participated to a large degree in the prosperity

which has prevailed throughout the country. There is still, however, an

amount of discontent among the workers with wages and conditions- the

miners' strike in the early months of the year affording a notable example

—

and there is something seriously wrong in our social relations which permits

of such a disclocation of trade in the country as then took place. If

co-operators, of whom there is a very large number in the country, would

think and act cooperatively at the proper time, such a condition of affairs

could not exist, and we believe their influence for sound and equitable

legislation could be very much wider than it presently is. The trade of our

.s<M-ietipH got a temporary set-back by the great dispute, but it is gratifying to

be able to report that the members affected were able to draw upon their

atTumulated capital ; and in very many cases societiet made special grants in

aid, and several reduced the necessities of life to wholesale rate, thereby
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allowing members to maintain their connection with co-operation. Such

methods in times of stress are striking examples of the power and independence

taught by our great movement, as all assistance received was given from

reserve and other funds which every co operator helps to build up.

We would again press upon management committees and others concerned

in the beneficent work of co-operation to keep loyal to their own institutions,

as by so doing, and by bringing their influence to bear upon them from within,

can good government be advanced and maintained at the high standard

taught by our leaders. Let us therefore push forward, by all the legitimate

means at our command, the claims of the great movement of which we form a

part, so that it may at no very distant date embrace the whole communitv.

Amalgam.\tion.

We have been engaged during the year in an attempt to bring about the

amalgamation of Clydebank and Dalmuir societies, a district which we believe

is ready for being linked up. We were acting jointly with the Scottish

Section and the Scottish Co-operative Wholesale Society ; and, notwith-

standing the fair terms of amalgamation which we were able to arrange, we
regret that our efforts, so far, have been unavailing.

At the conclusion of the extension of the boundaries of the City of

Glasgow we took part in the preparation of a circular which has been now
issued to the societies included in the new area, and we hope some progress

in the direction of amalgamation will follow from the serious consideration of

the circular by the societies concerned.

Overlapping.

We have been comparatively free from complaints on this question during

the year, although it is still a common experience to see the vehicles of three

or four societies delivering goods in the same street. This waste could be

easily obviated by an easy transfer of capital and uniform dividends, or,

alternatively, by amalgamation. In the meantime, however, we trust that

when committees receive applications for membership from people outwitli

their area, they will advise them to join the society in their district, and

thereby practise one of the true principles of co-operation.

Representation on Infirmary Boards.

It will be seen from the balance sheet that this account has been closed.

The joint committee of the three city infirmaries has decided that subscribers

to their funds cannot delegate their powers to any other body, but must

exercise one vote for every five pounds, in accordance with their constitution.

This question was remitted to the Council as far back as November, 1910, and

has given us a good deal of thought and work. While we do not grudge to

work, it is regrettable that societies remit questions to the Council without

due consideration, and afterwards become apathetic, failing in their support,

while we are doing our utmost to promote their interests.
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Credit Trading.

A special conference on this question was held on 13th January, at

which our report was considered. The concensus of opinion w&8 that credit

trading was bad and tended to counteract the principles of thrift which

(ro operation set out to teach. The system of credit trading has been handed

down to us, begotten by long intervals in the receipt of wages by the workers,

and the feeling was that it would take a long time to stamp it out. It was

agreed, however, that we could improve the present position by instituting

methods of regulating it, and thereby lessen the evil. Several safeguards

were suggested, and Mr. Chaddock, in replying to the discussion, stated that

if committees would put their suggestions into practice credit would be

minimised and the pirpose of the report would have been served.

Window-Dressing Competition.

We reported an almost total failure in this competition last year, and,

with the purpose of rearranging the conditions under which it was held, we

convened a meeting of committees, managers, and salesmen. The minute of

this meeting was submitted to the August conference, where the continuation

of the new competition under the new conditions was carried by a very large

majority. We got the necessary circulars and entry forms issued, but on the

date specified for their return there was only one entry for the first class and

two for the second class. In the face of such a poor response we deemed it

inadvisable to proceed further with it, and, consequently, we reluctantly

abandoned it. Societies in our area have evidently got tired of this

competition, feeling that the former ones have accomplished the desired object,

but it would only have beei; fair to the Council if they had said so in August,

when the question was before them for consideration.

Co-operative Holiday Association.

This organisation has been very successful during the past aeuoD, and \m>

believe it is doing everything that is claimed for it in promoting healthful

recreation and holidays for many of our rising co-operators. As we are one

of the largest shareholders, we feel deeply interested in its success, and we
trust that societies will not allow the scheme to fail for want of the necessary

capital and support. We hope that all literature and advertising posters sent

to them will be given a prominent place in their distributive departments.

Educational.

This side of cooperative work is being more or less actively carried out

by societies, but sevcM-al, wo regret to re|)ort, have not yet seen their way
to appoint educational committees. We are pleased to say that some have
commenced women's guilds, which form of propaganda, if properly

organised, can be of much service to societies.

We held a special conference of educational committees to consider our
relationship to the Scottish C'entral Committee on Education. Mr. Johnston
(K inning Park) read a paper, the title of which was " The Organisation of
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Scottish Co-operative Education." In it he outlined a scheme of consolidation

and amalgamation of many of our educational agencies, as it was evident that

there was overlapping in that as well as the commercial side of our movement.

As the outcome of this conference, we believe the scheme of consolidation

presently before the movement is the result, and it is gratifying to the Council

to note the hearty manner in which it is being taken up over the whole of

Scotland. We hope to be able to intimate the accomplishment of our object

in our next report.

We held a meeting of educational committees in our area for the purpose

of considering schemes of work for the winter. There were many suggestions

bearing on the success and otherwise of the work accomplished, and the

Council hope that committees will profit by such an interchange of opinion

when they come to compile their programmes for the ensuing winter. We also

organised a propaganda meeting at Aberfoyle, where we got the use of the

school. Mr. Lucas delivered a stirring address on the benefit of co-operation,

as did also Mrs. Murie, who specially addressed herself to the women present,

of whom there was a large number. We took a concert party with us, who
entertained them to a good musical programme, and we believe that such

meetings do much to awaken interest in the principles of co-operation in the

outlying districts.

Extension of Premises.

This has been a year during which very little extension has taken place,

societies in the years immediately preceding having made ample provision for

the expansion of trade for some time to come. Clydebank Society is the only

society recording any extension. The committee have bought ground to the

extent of £3,250. It is satisfactory to note, however, that past extensions have

been warranted, as all societies, with the exception of three, report increased

sales The most notable increases are: Kinning Park, £37,890; Cowlairs,

£21,062 ; St. George, £20,163 ; Dumbarton, £13,224 ; Vale of Leven, £12,114
;

Avonbank, £6,388; Clydebank, £7,095; Dalmuir, £6,371; Cambuslang,

£4,312 ; and Uddingston, £3,855. The membership has not increased in the

same proportion as sales, which indicates increased loyalty on the part of

members to their societies, Kinning Park shows an increase of 774 ; Clyde-

bank, 591 ; St. George, 418 ; and Vale of Leven, 253.

Conferences of Employees.

It has for some time been the opinion of the Council that the employe

part of the movement has been somewhat neglected so far as co-operative

propaganda is concerned. With the object of increasing their interest in

co-operation we organised a series of conferences -for them, and tlie

Co-operative Managers' Association got Mr. W. M. Scott (Kilbirnie) to

prepare a paper, the title of which is " The Employes' Present Position in the

Co-operative Movement, and how they can best further its Interests." The

first of these meetings was held in Glasgow, on Tuesday, 26th November,

and it was pleasing to note the hearty response to our invitation The paper

is an excellent one, and the discussion was well maintained in an intelligent
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manner by those present. We think the time has arrived when committees

might consider the question of giving the employes in their turn some facilities

for attending our regular conferences.

Quarterly Meetings.

The February meeting was held at Clydebank under the auspices of I he

local society, and there was a total attendance of 226 delegates and 126

visitors. The President of Clydebank extended the usual welcome, and

sketched the progress of his society. The secretary and treasurer were re-

elected, as were also the retiring members of the Council. The balance sheet

for 1911 was adopted, and, on consideration of the emoluments of the Council,

it was agreed to fix a salary of £2 for president, the others remaining as

formerly. The Chairman, in a short address, put the claims of the

Co-operative Holiday Association before the delegates. The window-dressing

cups were handed over to the winning societies, viz., St. George and Miln-

gavie. The reading of Mr. Maclean's paper was postponed till the May
meeting.

The May meeting was held at Alexandria, on the invitation of the Vale

of Leven Society. Mr. M'Laren, on behalf of his society, extended a cordial

welcome to the delegates, and gave some comparative figui'es showing the

progress up to date. The annual report and statistical statment were con-

sidered and adopted. The following donations were granted :—£2. 2s. to the

Scottish Women's Guild for their coming-of-age fund ; £2. 2s. to the Scottish

Council for Women's Trades ; and £5 to the reception fund of the Inter-

national Co-operative Congress. Instructions were given to our delegate to

the Portsmouth Congress. Mr. John Maclean, M.A., read his paper on

"Co-operation and the Rise in the Price of Foodstuffs." Several reasons

were given for the great rise, and a good discussion took place on a subject

wliich is of supreme interest to co-operators.

The August meeting was held under the auspices of the Lennoxtown
Society, and was the concluding event in the celebration of their centenary.

Mr. Gait, in welcoming the delegates, gave an interesting sketch of his

society's career. Mr. James Lucas, M.A., was elected president for another

term, as were also Mr. A. R. Chaddock and Mr. W. Anderson, statistical

secretary and auditor respectively. The retiring societies were re-elected to

send representatives to the Council. Mr. William Gallachc^* read a paper, the

subject being "Should there be a time limit for service on Co-operative

Committees?" There was a fair discussion, and the prevailing opinion

was that there should be no time limit, as co-operators cannot have a good

servant too long. Mr. Parlane's CongrexM report was held as read, and hi*

thanked the delegates for the privilege he had enjoyed. Mr. Robert Rae
(St. George), who retired at this time, was thanked by the delegates for tho

many years' service he had given to the work of the aMociation.

The last meeting of the year was held at Tollcross in November. The
Chairman, in his opening address, referred to the extension of the boundaries
of the City of Glasgow, which now included TolicroM. It was an object
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lesson in amalgamation to co-operators. Mr. Anderson, president of the

society, extended a cordial welcome to the delegates, and gave a number of

figures which indicated that ToUcross Society was in a sound financial position.

£2. 2s. was granted to the funds of the Scottish National Co-operative

Defence Association. Mr. Duncan M'Innes's paper on " International

Cooperative Alliance" was read by Mr. James Deans. It was largely

historical, and did not lend itself to much discussion. The resolution which

has for its object the linking up of our educational and defensive work was

moved and unanimously agreed to.

Appreciation.

We desire to thank those societies that so heartily invited the quarterly

meetings and hospitably entertained them during 1912. We look forward with

hope that societies will loyally take the quarterly meeting in turn, as they have

done in the past. We also desire to record our thanks to the various gentlemen

who have prepared and read papers to us during the year.

The tollowing is the financial statement for the year 1912 :

—

Receipts.
To Balance brought forward

,, Subscriptions from

—

Aberfoyle
Anniesland
Avonbank
A.U.C.E.—Scottish District .

.

Blairdardie
Cadder
Cambuslang
Clydebank
Dalmuir
Dumbarton Equitable
Duntocher and Hardgate
Di-apery and Furnishing
East Kilbride
Gilbertfield
Glasgow—Cowlairs ...

,

,

Eastern
,, Kinning Park
„ London Road
, St. Rollox
,, St. George

Hallside
Insurance Society, Manchester
Kirkintilloch Equitable
Lennoxtown
Milngavie .

.

Newton .

Newspaper Society, Man-
chester

Paisley Manufacturing
Shfttleston
Ktonefield Independent
Scottish Wholesale
Scottish Laundry Association..

,, Section, Co-op Union
„ "Women's Guild
,, National Defence

Association
Scottish Co-operator Newspaper
S.C.W.S. Employes' Share-
holding Association

ToUcross

£
103

2 II

10
2
12 8

2 9 4.

8 17 4

1 8
4 16 2

8 K

2
5 8

19 6

12 14 4

12 11 H
26 1 6
1 15 5
5 6 2

22 16 2

6 10
1

2 12 2

12 4

16 4

8 6

10 6

10
7 19 10

12 10

5

10
3

6

10
10

lOrO'
1 18 6

3 4

8 2
8

5

Carried forward 237 il 9

Expenditure £ s d.
By Postage 4 3 11

,, Lost Time 7 6 11

,, Committee Allowance 28 14

„ Travelling Expenses 29 10 •-

,, Printing and Stationery 24 6 5

I

,, President's Salary 2
, Secretary's ,, 8 13 4

, Treasurer's ,, 2

, Statistical Secretary's Salary and
Expenses

I
Auditor's Salary and Expenses .

.

, Speakers' Expenses at Confer-
ences

, Expenses, Special Conferences,
Glasgow

, Expenses, Employes' Confer-
ence, Glasgow

,
Share of Expenses, Lennoxtown

Oonference
, Expenses, Propaganda Meeting,

Aberfoyle
, Subscription to

—

Co-op. Convalescent Homes
Maintenance Fund

Ninth International Co-opera-
tiveCon^ress,GlaBgow, 1913—
Reception Fund

Scottisn Co-op. Ambulance
Centre

Scottish Co-operative Musical
Association ....

Scottish National Co-operative
Defence Association

Scottith (3o-operative Women's
Guild "Coming-of-Age" Fund 2

Scottish Co-operative Central
Committee on Education. ... 3

Scottish Council for Women's
Trades 2

Delegate to Congress 7
Window - Dressing Competition
Expenses 4

Copies Co-operative News 3

Carriedforward 166 9

4 1

19

3 1

9 15

2 18

1 13 8

6 9 6

1 3

2 10

1 1

2 2

2 2

2 2

3

2

1 5

5 6
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£ 8. d.

Hruuiihtforward 237 1

1

9
To Subscriptions from—

UildiiiKston .. 2 18 4
Ljiiutl Baking 2
L.c B.S. Rmployds' Bonus
Investment Society 10

Vale of Leven 6 7 6
Veterans' Association 10 i»

„ Advertisements in Agenda 5
„ Interest from U.C.B.S. Limited.. 14 4

£265 16 11

£ 8.

Brought forward 166
By Copies Seuttish Co-operator 1 14

„ Rent of Boardroom 2 7
„ Inronu'Tax Assesaed on U.C.B.S.

Int«?rest . 2

,, Share in SeottUh Co-operattfr
Newspaper Society 10

., Share in tV>-op. Convalescent
Homes Ltd 1

„ Share in C3o-operative Veterans'
Association 1

,, 20 Shares \n Scottish Co operative
Holiday Association Ltd 20

„ Cash with U.C.B.S. Ltd. and in

Treasurer's hand 62 11

Audited—
Wm. Amdrrhon.

£2r>5 16 11

Walter Weir, Secretary.

No. 9.

—

Renfrewshire.
Executive Committee.

Mr. John Armour, Paisley Provident.

„ Malcolm Lauder, Johnstone.

„ John Ritchie, Underwood Coal

Society.

, George Blair, Hurlet and NitshiU.

Mr. John Dewar (president), Cathcart.

, John Muir (treasurer), Elderslie.

„ William Ritchie (secretary). Paisley.

„ John Paton (statistical secretar}'),

Paisley.

„ .Xlexander Fraser (auditor). Paisley.

The duty of submitting to you the annual report and statistical statement

again falls upon us. The year just ended has been one of exceptional

commercial prosperity, and the societies in our area have all shared in the

good times, the increase in sales being the highest recorded since statistical

statements were instituted.

For the sake of comparison we show the four principal items of statistical

return, also those of previous year :

—

Members.

1912
1911

34,970
32.456

Capiul.
£

672,57«.>

028.708

Sales.
£

1,2C'2,094

1,145,344

Profit.

£
156,842

144,764

Increase 2.520 43,871 110,750 12,088

During the year four ordinary meetings were held. The attendance at

all was very encouraging, rppresentati\es from every society in the associa

tion's area being present at each meeting, and, whenever pouible, delegates

from affiliated conferences and other bodies were pleased to accept our

invitation. The subjects submitted for conaideration have been useful, and

were discussed in an intelligent and thoughtful manner.

The first, ur annual, meeting was held at Cathcart. The treasurer'! cash

statement was submitted and agreed to. It showed the association to be in a
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sound condition financially. Mr. Paton was re-elected statistical secretary
;

Mr. Muir, treasurer ; and Paisley Underwood Co-operative Coal Society was

appointed to committee. Mr. Reginald Stalker (Cathcart) read a paper on

"Should Co-operative Societies pay Interest on Share Capital? " The paper

was thoughtful, and was the cause of a spirited discussion.

The second meeting was held at Paisley, when the conference were the

guests of the Paisley Co-operative Manufacturing Society, and was the

beginning of a very successful series of jubilee celebrations. The meeting

was held in the George A. Clark Town Hall, and in the absence of Mr. Dewar,

who was at Congress, Mr. Armour presided. Mr. Gemmell (president,

Paisley Co-operative Manufacturing Society) welcomed the delegates and

visitors. Being their "year of jubilee," they thought a fitting way was to

ask the conference to be their guests for that afternoon. They had every

reason to be proud of their past attainments, present position, and future

prospects. Their society might justly claim to be one of the monuments of

the movement. He submitted a number of figures which spoke eloquently

of progress. The chairman thanked Mr. Gemmell for his cordial welcome,

and expressed the hope that the Paisley Co-operative Manufacturing Society

would become a household word throughout Scotland. The annual report and

statistical statement were considered. The outstanding fact in the report was

that sales for the year were over one million pounds sterling. Being Mr.

Paton's sixteenth report, he submitted several interesting comparisons. In

1896 the average purchase per member per year was £35. 7s. 3d., and in 1911

£37. lis. 9d., an advance certainly, but not proportionate to the increasing

interests of the distributive societies. One thing, however, was satisfactory,

viz., the purchases of distributive societies from co-operative sources, which

had risen from 82 to 89 per cent of the whole. Mr. J. R. Souden (director,

Paisley Co-operative Manufacturing Society) read a paper, entitled

" Co-operative Productive Enterprise : A Glance at Past Efforts and a

Forward Look." Dealing with the future prospects of productive co-opera-

tion, he said now was the time for a forward movement in production. New
industries might be started in the districts most suited to their development,

and much good could be accomplished through the instrumentality of the

International Co-operative Alliance.

The autumn meeting was held at Yoker, on the invitation of the Renfrew-

Co-operative Society. Mr. John Dewar (Cathcart) was re-elected president

and Mr. William Ritchie (Paisley), secretary of Paisley Provident Society was
appointed to committee. Ten additional shares were taken up in the

Holidays Association. Mr. Donaldson (Renfrew) delivered an eloquent

address on " Co-operative Education." He said it was evident a new spirit

was abroad among co-operators. The question of education was receiving a

great deal more attention than it did formerly. This was as it should be, for

the co-operative movement as a whole could only progress in proportion to the

number of thinking men and women which it contained within its ranks. He
advocated the training of children in a "co-operative atmosphere." He
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believed in junior choirs, social evenings, and essay competitions. The
building of a co-operative college, which would form a centre of thought on

co-operative lines, had his support ; and he was a strong believer in direct

representation in Parliament and on local public bodies, though the task is

often very thankless. It means big sacrifices of time and thought, sub-

mission to the suffrage and criticism of a public whose temper is frequently

short, whose memory of service is often fickle. Nothing behoves us more,

against all the amazing indifference of the people to their local government,

than the endeavour to create a strong and enlightened public spirit which

shall have its own ideal of the welfare of the community, and know what it

has the right to expect of its representatives.

The winter meeting was held, as usual, at Paisley, under the auspices of

the local societies, in the hall of the Paisley Provident Society. Mr. Morrison

(president, Paisley Equitable Society) assured all present that the Paisley

societies considered it a privilege to receive and entertain the Renfrewshire

conference at its winter meeting. Mr. Alexander M. Fraser was reappointed

auditor, and Mr. James Wilkie nominated for re-election to Scottish Section,

Co-operative Union. It was agreed to approve of the resolution passed at

special conference held in Glasgow, on 5th October, 1912, viz., "That the

Scottish Sectional Board of the Co-operative Union is the proper body to form

the executive for the whole of the propaganda, educational, and defensive

work of the co-operative movement in Scotland." Mr. James Deans

(Glasgow) read Air. Duncan Mc.Innes paper on " The International Co-

operative Alliance." He had been a member of the International Alliance

practically since its inception. There were great difficulties at the beginning

;

prejudices and animosities of race and difficulties of language had to be

encountered and overcome. The Alliance met once or twice a year, and, now
that most of their difficulties and prejudices had been overcome, they were

discovering that the aspirations and longings of the industrial classes were the

same in all countries, and that the same remedies were required. He spoke

also of the Congress to be held in Glasgow in 1913, believing it would pass ofi

well ; and he was looking forward to the time—though he might not see it,

the younger men would—when this international union would have become a

power which the Governments of Europe would have to take into account.

A pleasing feature of the past year has been the activity of the educational

departments of many of our societies. We give them all encouragement for

the work they have done, and trust they may be rewarded by . seeing

satisfactory results.

Wo again desire to remind you of the ninth International Congress, which

meets at Glasgow in August, and trust you will consider it a duty, as well ab

a privilege, to contribute to its funds.

Continued good feeling exists between the executive and all the socieiiM.

We also thank those societies under whose auspices we have met during ih«

year. The hospitality shown us has added much to the comfort of our

gath«nng«.
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The following is the financial statement
Receipts. £ b. d

To Balance brought forward 148 4 By
„ Cash—Paisley Equitable 3 5 11

„ „ Hurlctand Nitshill 10 2

„ ,, tlreenock Central 9 4 4

„ „ Port Glasgow 2 8

„ „ Johnstone 3 P

„ „ Barrhead 6 7 1

,. ,. Thormiebank 1 1 6

„ ,. Howwood 5 5

„ „ Renfrew 2 8 2

„ „ Greenock East End . 1 1 8

,, ,, Paisley Manufacturing 7 6 1

„ „ „ „ (Advt.) ..100
„ ., Kilbarchan 1 1

„ „ PaJsl'»y Provident 16 11

„ „ Port Glasgow Provident 2 16 3

,, ,, Underwood Coal 15 9

„ „ Linwood Oil 1

„ „ Busbv 10 5

„ „ Scottish Wholesale Society. 5

„ ,, Newton Mearns 8 4

„ „ Bridge of Weir 10 5

„ „ Cathcart 1 10

„ „ PoUokshaws 2 12 9

,, ,, Scottish Laundry Assoc. .

.

10

„ „ Insurance Society 10
„ „ „ „ (Advt.).. 10

,, „ Amalgamated Union of

Co-operative Employes

—

Paisley Branch 10

,, ,, PaislevCo-op.Employ^s'Sick
Benefit Society 10

,, ,, Scottish Section 3

,, ,, Co-operative Newspaper
Society 10 6

„ „ Scottish Co-operator 10

„ „ Scottish National Co-op.
Defence Association .... 10

„ „ Drapery & Furnishing C.S. 10

„ „ United C. Baking Society ..200
M ., ,, „ ,, (Advt.) 1

,, „ Scottish Veterans' Assoc. .

.

10

„ Interest from Laundry Assoc. .

.

2 16 3

,, ,, Scottish Co-operator 10
,, Johnstone Society,. 3 7 8j^

£235 12 8i

for the year 191*2 :

—

Expenditure. £ s. d.

Cash—Committee. Travelling. ..

.

11 13 1

„ „ Meetings 6 15 n

„ „ Delegations ... K 12 6
,, ., Time Allow'nce 3 9
„ Secretary's Postage and

Carriage 8 19 5

„ Statistical Secretary 8
„ ,, „ Postage 2 1

„ Printing 7 5

,, Congress Delegate 8 3 10

,, Reading Papers 1

,, Reporting Meetings 15

., Paisley Workshop for the
Blind 1

,, Scottish Co-op. Musical
Association 1

,, Co-operative Union 10

,, Scottish Co-op. Women's
Guild Coming-of-AgeFund 10

,, International Co-operative
Alliance 2

,, Scottish Central Com-
mittee on Education ..300

,, ScottishCo-operative Holi-
day Association ... 10

,, Scottish Council for Wo-
men's Trades 2 2

,, Co operative Homes 1 3
,, Veterans' Association 1

„ Mr, Thomas Telfer Testi-
monial 10

,, Treasurer's Postages, &c... 5 8

„ Shares in Laundry Assoc, 5

,, Loan in Laundry Assoc.

.

63 17 1

,, Share in Co-operator News-
paper 1

,, Loan in Co-operator News-
paper 9 8

„ Shares in Holiday Camp., 20

., Share in Co-operative Con-
valescent Homes 1 (I

, , Share in Veterans' Associa-
tion 1

„ Loan in Johnstone Society 70 10 2^

Audited

—

Alexander Pkasek,

je235 12 8^

William Ritchie, Secretary.

No, 10.— Stirling, West of Fife, and Clackmannan.

Executive Committee.

Mr. J. Dunley (president), Alloii. Mr. J. Wallace, Newtonshaw.

„ G. Wilson (treas.), Bannockburu.
j „ A. Knox, Menstrie.

„ W.M'Isaac (secretary), TillicoultryJ „ R. Mitchell, Coalsnaughton.

„ T. Jinks (auditor), Newtonshaw.
I „ F. Williamson, Alva.

Honorary Member :—Mr. J. Kirk, Dunfermline.

We have the greatest pleasure in again presenting to you the importam

details that have come before us during the past year. We do so with thf
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feeling that a greater interest is being manifested in the affairs of our associa-

tion as the years pass by. In many respects the year 1912 will have great

cause to be remembered, and more especially from a national and industrial

aspect. In connection with our movement many notable, as well as sad,

events have taken place since our last repoH was submitted. Touching more

closely on our own district, and in taking a look back over the past twelve

months, we have reason to say that, on the whole, the trade of our district

lias been above the average of past years. The wage-bill of the district must

inevitably be an economic factor in the commercial prosperity of that district.

It must be gratifying to those who are more closely connected with the

management of our societies, as well as those of us who are interested in the

welfare of our respective stores, to be able to report that the progress of the

association is phenomenal when all things are considered, and appearance.*^

point to prosperity in the future. The success achieved on our commercial

side during the past years has resulted in many of our societies making large

alterations and extensions to their premises, and others are, meantime, con

templating the same. This development attained on the commercial side of

our movement in this conference area must of a surety encourage more

members into the movement, after which it is the duty of those interested tn

see that they are made co-operators.

In connection with the educative phase of the movement, we have, as an

association, no reason to feel downhearted. Within a very few years most of

our societies have developed a very systematic method of providing, each

winter, for its members lectures and other social gatherings of an interesting

and educative nature, the result of which must, in the long run, improve the

intelligence of our membership, and ennoble the principles and ideals of oar

movement so warmly cherished by the pioneers of our societies.

Under the auspices of the Central Committee on Education, a most

successful class for co-operative book-keeping was held in Alloa last winter,

the examination returns of which reflected credit to both students and

teacher. It is with pleasure we report the continuance of the said class this

session, from which good results are again expected.

During the year we have again had four quarterly conferences, the average

attendance of which constituted a record as far as our district was concerned.

It is. however, the enthusiastic interest that was displayed at all our meetings

and the intelligent discussions that arose from the various subjects brought

forward that we have most reason to feel proud of, for here is the surest

indication that the delegates attending are thinking for themselves, and
giving every consideration to many interesting questions that appear, from

time to time, in connection with the educative and commercial activities of

the co-operative movement.

Our last anual meeting was held in the N^w Public Hall, Sauchie, on th*'

17th February, 1912. under the auspices of Newionthaw Society, where Mr.

(•allacher (Larkhall) submitted a most efficient paper, the subject beinic

"Should there be a Time Limit of Service on Cooperative Committaei ?
'

'
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The paper proved appropriate and instructive, the reader, after carefully

considering both sides of the question, being of the opinion that it. was more

advantageous for our societies and other organisations to have " no time limit

of service " for committee-men, an opinion that was fearlessly given. The
subject produced a lengthy discussion, which was pretty equally balanced, as

far as many points in the paper were concerned. The annual report, balance

sheet, and statistical statement were submitted to the consideration of this

meeting, but, further than a slight recommendation on the statistical

statement, any discussion was avoided, and the reports were adopted.

Our second meeting was held on the 18th May, in the Royal Burgh of

Stirling, under the superintendence of the local society. Mr. J. Dewar
(Co-operative Insurance Society) read a paper which was very applicable to

the time, the subject being " Co-operators and the National Insurance

Scheme." Mr. Dewar, in an able manner, detailed the many benefits that

would come into existence by the Act, and urged upon co-operators the

necessity of them taking a fair share in the working of the scheme. He
considered the Act was intended to benefit the workers of the country, and as

the co-operative movement was practically a working-class institution he felt

that we, as co-operators, would be compelled to take a large share in the

administration of the Insurance Act. The discussion on the paj)er, while of a

complimentary nature, brought into prominence many interesting points in

connection with the scheme. Mr. Dunley, in his opening remarks at this

conference, made very special reference to the great industrial crisis the

country had passed through, since we last met together, by the national striko

of miners, and he hoped that the legislation that had been enforced would

save a repetition of such a crisis.

Our third conference was held under the auspices of Tillicoultry Society,

in the Town Hall there, on 24th August, and may be described as the largest

and most representative gathering held in connection with the association.

The strong feature of this meeting was the individuality of Mr. W. Rae
(Sunderland) who appeared personally to read his Congress paper entitled

" The Co-operative Union and the Unification of its Forces." The manner in

which the reader handled the subject must have appealed to all present; the

many illustrations and comments given to emphasise the subject were

thoroughly relished. The most observant point in the paper was the urgent

necessity that there should be in our movement some authority which our

societies could obey, and some more rapid treatment of the differences thyt

existed in our movement. The discussion was, with one or two exceptions,

not so animated as might have been expected, but the reply given by Mr. Rae
to the criticism made on the subject proved as interesting as the paper

submitted. It was moved and agreed at this meeting that the report of the

delegate to Congress be held as read, a decision that did not meet with the

approval of some of the delegates. It was also agreed to continue our

subscription to the funds of the Central Committee on Education for another

year
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Our last quarterly conference for the year was held on 15th November, in

the Co-operative Hall, Alloa, when there was again a large turnout of delegat&}

as guests of the local co-operative society. The President, in opening the

meeting, made suitable reference to the sudden death of Mr. John Jack, Alva,

who for many years was a most enthusiastic member of the conference

committee. On behalf of the association he moved that a letter of sympathy

be sent to the widow and relatives of the late Mr. Jack, a motion that met

with unanimous acceptance by all present. The subject brought forward for

discussion to this meeting was the paper prepared by Mr. D. Mc.Innes

(Lincoln), director of the Co-operative Wholesale Society, viz., " The
International Co-operative Alliame." The paper, which gave interesting

details of the many benefits and advantages of having such an Alliance, was

read in a very able manner by Mr. John Patterson (Scottish Section) after

which he moved a resolution in support of the aims and objects of the Alliance,

which was duly seconded and agreed to. An interesting discussion followed,

the various points being replied to by the reader. A printed resolution in

support of the Scottish Section taking over the whole of the educational,

propaganda, and defence work of the movement in Scotland was submitted.

After a discussion on the same, the resolution was agreed to. The sum of £1
was voted towards the funds of the Co-operative Defence Association, as also

10s. towards the testimonial to Mr. T. Telfer, late secretary of the East of

Scotland Conference Association.

The conference committee have met on eight occasions during the year, at

which various items have been noted and reported on. The committee have

endeavoured to provide subjects for all our conferences that would be

interesting, instructive, and elevating to those attending our meetings, and

from the attendance at our quartely conferences, we have reason to feel that

our meetings are of an educative nature and the standard aimed at has not

diminished during the year.

Our women's guilds are still satisfactory propaganda agents in our midst,

and it is pleasing to report that during the year two new branches have been

formed in our district, surely a justification of the good work that is expected

of such an organisation, and an appeal to those societies who have as yet no

women's guild in their district.

We have again to tender our warmest thanks to the various societies under
whose auspices wo have met during the year. The kindness and hospitality

extended at all our meetings leaves nothing to bo desired, and special reference

might bo made to (he splendid manner in which our societies tackle much
larger audiences than they are expected to do, although at a sacrifice to the

societies. We have no hesitation in saying the hospitality meted out has

added greatly to the pleasure of our meetings.

To those societies that have favoured the committee with the use of their

boardrooms for mmniittee meetings we arc, as a committee and as an associa-

tion, greatly indebted, for the friendly manner in which we are received should
help to bring us into closer touch with one another; and to those societiea

28
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which have favoured the conference committee with invitations to social

meetings or lectures we return our sincere thanks. Our desire is that the year

1913 may more than fulfil the expectations that are hoped of it, with a large

share of prosperity to all the societies in the association.

The following is the financial statement for the year 1912 :

—

Receipts. £ s. d.

To Balance from last Report 55 7 5

,, Wholesale Society 5

„ Co-operative Union 3

,, Co-operative Insurance Society. . 10
,, Co-operative Newspaper Society.. 10 6

Scottish Co-operator Newspaper
Society

,, United Co operative Baking
Society

,, Paisley Manufacturing Society .

.

,, Scottish National Defence
Association

,, Alloa Society

,, Alva Bazaar Society

„ Bannockburn Society
„ Tillicoultry Society

,, Stirling Society

,, Coalsnaughton Society

,, Menstrie Society

,, Dunblane Society

,, Newtonshaw Society

,, Clackmannan Society

,, Deanston Society

,, Dunfermline Society

,, Dunfermline Women's Guild
,, Kincardine Women's Guild
„ Tullibody Women's Guild
., Tillicoultry Women's Guild
,, Alva Women's Guild
„ Alloa Women's Guild
,, Advertising-

Co-operative Insurance Society 11

Scottish Co-operator 10
United Baking Society 1

Paisley Manufacturing Society 11

„ Interest from Bannockburn
Society 1 5 6

10

2
10*0

10
13 16 10
3 13 5
5 9 3
4 2
12

15 10
10 8
5 4

2 10
8

5

2
5
5
5

5
5

By

£126 15 2

Expenditure.
Secretary
Treasurer
Committee's Allowances and Ex-

penses
Delegates and Deputations
Delegate to Portsmouth Congress
Readers of Papers
Central Committee on Education
Printing Annual Reports
Printing and Advertising
Scottish National Defence

Association
Scottish Council for Women's

Trades
International Congress Reception

Fund
Telfer Testimonial
Purveying Teas at Conferences.

.

Secretary's Postages
Treasurer's Postages and Bank

Commission
Cash in Bannockburn Co- opera-

tive Society
Cash in Treasurer's hands

Audited—
Thomas Jinks.

£ s. d.

3
3

11 13 7
8 3 10
8
5 5

3
3 12 6
2 15

10
10

1

10
16
1 12

17 2

37 10 7
19 5 6

£126 15 2

William M'Isaac, Secretary.
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Actual. Absent.

. 4 ... . 10

. 13 ... 1

. 14 ... —

. 11 ... —

. 13 . . . . 1

. 13 . .

.

. 1

. 13 ... . 1

. 14 ... . —

. 14 ... . —

(e) SOUTHERN SECTION

The Board has held fourteen meetings during the year, of which twelve

have been ordinary meetings and two special.

The sectional executive has met eight times and the boundaries sub-

committee four times.

The attendances of the members of the Board have been as follows :

—

Possible.

Mr. W. H. Berry 14 .

Mr. W. T. Charter 14 .

Mr. M.H.Clear 14 .

Mr. S. Foulger It .

Mrs. M. A. Gasson 14 .

Mr. A. W. Golightly 14 .

Mr. A. Hainsworth 14 .

Mr. R. Rowsell 14 .

Mr. B. Williams 14 .

The following appointments were made at the first meeting of J he Board,
held 19th June, 1912.:—

CJuiirvian Mr. R. Rowsell.

Sectional Executive . .MeBHTs. R. Rowsell, A. W. Golightly, B.
Williams, and W. T. Charter.

Boundaries Committee . .Mrs. M. A. Gasson, Messrs. M. H. Clear,

and S. Foulger.

To Deal with Production Mr. B. Williams.

Roprescntatives to the

—

United Board Messrs. R. Rowsell and A. Hainsworth.

Office Committee Mr. R. Rowsell.

Education Committee Mr. W. H. Berry.

Soutltern Education Association Messrs. M. H. Clear and
8. Foulger.

Anti-Credit Committee Mr. A. Hainsworth.

General Proorkns.

There in gocxl ground for congratulation in the progress which the
movement is making in the Southern Section. In every district there are
signH of life and movement. Applications are iM'ing received almost con-
tinuously for information as to the l>eHt nicnuH of ratablishing co-operation
in partirtilar districts, and although we are unable to advise the starting of
societies in many cases, there is no doubt that these inquiries hidicato an
interest in the principles of co-operation which is a spreading influence.

In London the growth in membership and trade is ospocially gratifying
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All the societies which form the co-operative belt of the metropolis have made
considerable advances since our last report, and the prospect is that they

will shortly encircle London so completely as to provide a thoroughly efficient

service for every part.

The pohcy of joining the forces within the movement has been steadily

pursued as of yore, and while we can chronicle satisfactory increases in

membership, and here and there new societies, others are being united by
amalgamation, and the net result is to keep the total number of societies

nearly stationary.

This is regarded by some of our critics as a disadvantage, but as the

days go by it becomes increasingly evident that success in modern commerce
and industrialism is with the big battalions. We are therefore forced along

those lines to attain efficiency and success, and there is no doubt that it is

the best means of dealing with a huge population and conditions of life such

as obtain in London.

But in the country districts also we have found that the amalgamation

of societies tends quite as definitely to an intensive as well as an extensive

cultivation of co-operative principles. This has been demonstrated in four

cases during the past year, viz., Bromley and Sevenoaks, Watford and

Wealdstone, Stratford and Southend, Luton and Toddington, Enfield High-

way and Hoddesdon. All of these instances have shown immediate good

results from the combination. Other cases are receiving the attention and

ndvice of the Board with a view to equally happy consummations.

Propaganda.

The following are the chief particulars of the sectional conferences Ik Id

during the year :

—

Date. Place. Subject. Introduced by

1912.

11th May.. London .... Co-operative Productive
Societies in Foreign Coun-
tries.

Mr. Aneurin
Williams.

30th Nov..

1913.

22ud Feb. .

.

Stratford ..

London

Constructive Co-operation as

a Labour Force.

The Development of Co-opera-
tive Effort : Some ways
and means.

Mr. A. W. Golightly.

Mr. George Barnes,
M.P.

2nd April.. London The Aims and Responsibilities

of Co-operative Employees
]\rr. W. T. Charter.

The conference on " Foreign Productive Societies " was an exceedingly

interesting gathering, and it goes without saying that Mr. Aneurin Williams'

paper was very interesting and thoroughly well informed.
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Arising out of the suggestions of Mr. Maxwell, at the Portsmouth

Congreas, on the fusion of the forces of labour, the Board decided to arrange

A series of three conferences in London, and to invite representative men to

resid papers on various aspects of the subject, so as to form opinion amongst

the momliers of our societies and the labour movement generally. With
that object in view, invitations were issued to trade union and labour

organisations, with the result that two excellent conferences have been held

at which there has been a frank and friendly discussion of the problem, which

will undoubtedly pave the way for any practical proposals of union in the

future.

At the time of writing, the third conference has yet to be held, but we
are anticipating that Mr. Sidney Webb, in his paper on " The Place of

Co-operation in the State of To-morrow," will carry us a good step further

on the road to a solution of the problem, and will provide us with an

exceptionedly good conference.

The work of special canvassing in connection with weak societies and in

new districts has been well maintained during the year, and operations have

been carried out at Amesbury. Bognor, Epsom, Ripley, Tiptree, and Alton.

New societies have been registered at Bramshaw and London, the latter

being the Motor Cab Co-operators Limited, which is a very promising

productive society formed amongst the taxi-cab drivers of the West End.

This society has made good progress, and has now several taxi-cabs running

on the streets of London bearing its own distinctive badge. Such societies

i\8 this will do much to prevent lamentable and costly disputes, like the

one which the taxi-drivers of London have been engaged in for the past

three months.

The Metropolitan Co-operative Societies and the
Bakers' Dispute.

One of the most notable pieces of work which we have to record is that

in connection with the threatened strike of the bakers in London.

The mr^n's union decided in February that they would organise a strike

in favour of better wages and shorter hours. It was generally admitted

that they had need of considerable improvement in the conditions of their

employment, but the announcement that they intended to strike the

co-operative bakeries—which had not only conceded practically all tlie

demands of the luiion, but many of whom had already provide<l the con-

ditions which formed the basis of the agitation—was received with Hur))rise

and indignation by the societies concerned.

A meeting was called of representatives of Metropolitan societies to

discuss the situation, and a deputation appointcnl to meet the union leaders

for the purpose of inducing them to recognise the good conditions provided

by CO operative societies, and to withdraw the notices already lodged on
behalf of the men in co-operative employ.

Our secretary, as the London representative of the Co-operative Union,

was invited to join the deputation and to lay the position before the union
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leaders. It was, however, arranged that a conference should be held at the

Board of Trade under the presidency of Mr. G. S. Barnes (Comptroller-

General of the Labour Department), and after two conferences it was
agreed that the notices to co-operative societies should be withdrawn, and
a special agreement drawn between the co-operators and the trade-unionists.

This dispute, and its settlement, mark for us a definite and valuable step

in advance in the matter of labour conciliation.

In the first place, we were, for the first time, voluntarily given audience

by the Board of Trade as one of the parties to an industrial dispute and
agreement. Then we secured a separate agreement with the trade union

quite independent of that with the general body of employers. This is in

itself an official recognition of the practical unity of the two movements,

and is in the direction of increasing the solidarity of the labour forces.

Further than this, we can claim that the separate conference with the

union leaders, at which their utmost demands were freely conceded, was
itself a powerful influence in bringing the general employers to a satisfactory

compromise with the men's union.

Finally, we secured in the agreement a clause which substitutes the

Joint Committee of Trade-unionists and Co-operators for the joint committee

of private employers and members of the union as the arbiters in matters of

dispute, retaining the Board of Trade as a Court of Appeal.

The whole of the negotiations were most harmoniously conducted, and

mark an important step forward for co-operators on matters of this sort.

District Areas.

Three years ago, when the districts were rearranged, it was agreed that

the new plan should be regarded as experimental for two years. That

period having expired, the Board has again taken the matter in hand during

the past year, and has made certain modifications in the light of the

experience gained by themselves and the societies. This has involved the

formation of another district, and the transference of several societies to

different areas ; but the net result, we hope, will be that a better allocation

of boundaries has been arrived at than for some years past. The altered

areas will form the basis of the district work in the new Congress year.

General Educational and Lantern Work.

The report of the Southern Co-operative Educational Association,

which follows tliis report, records the particular educational work of the

section ; but we cannot help expressing again our regret that the societies,

and especially the employees, take so little interest in the opportunities which

are offered to them for systematic study and self-improvement. Some of the

facilities provided by the arrangements of the Union would not only tend

to improve the general knowledge of the students, but would even equip

them for their daily work in such a way as to make them more valuable

commercially and industrially. Yet we have to record the regrettable fact

that not a single class in management or business training has been held in
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the section during the past year. The Tectchers' Training Class, too, has

been abandoned because no suitable students have been forthcoming. Such

a condition of things not only makes commentary on our lack of enthusiasm

for education in thiiigs which vitally affect our movement, but promises, in

time, to dry up at its source the stream of trained teachers by which alone

the classes in the elementary stages can be maintained.

The lantern work, too, has suffered during the past year, only 5,000

slides being issued in response to about fifty applications. The reasons for

this decline ««« not far to seek. In the first place, we need a greater variety

of subjects, and even more variety in the make-up of the sets of slides.

But, perhaps, the chief reason is that in these days of universal picture

palaces there is a demand for the more up-to-date form of lemtem display.

Cinematograph pictures of co-operative productions and co-operative

activities of every sort, are constantly asked for and there is no doubt that

along this line lies our practical course of development, as well as one of the

best advertisements of the movement.
Everybody's doing it, except co-operators, and we, who have the best

conditions to show, are farthest behind in demonstrating to the world the

power and success of the democracy in working out their own salvation.

We can only hope that this condition of things may be remedied in the

near future, and that we may become as eager and as proud to demonstrate

our successes as we are to proclaim our ideals.

Southern- Convalescent Fund.

The Convalescent Fund has had another successful year, and one of

increasing usefulness. There are now no less than ninety societies in the

section which are joined in membership of the fund. The subscriptions for

the year show a gratifying advance, totalling £844. 8s. 3d., being an increase

of £135. Os. 3d.

This increase is duo to the action of the committees themselves, who,

recognising the valuable work which the fund is doing, and the direct benefit

which accrues to their members, have induced their societies to pay on a

more generous scale.

This has enabled the committee to assist 364 applicants from fifty-nine

societies, at a total cost of £847. 13s. 7d., showing the notable increases of

seven societies, seventy-two cases, and £213. 6s. Od. in grants.

Cases of tuberculosis have been dealt with on the same lines as formerly,

and although the fund has been relieved of some cases by the operation of

the National Health Insurance Scheme, yet the total number of cases under

the fund has increased, due doubtless to the compulsory notification of this

disease, which came into force at the beginning of the year.

The Paisley Manufacturing Society has set a fine example to societies,

lM>th inside and outside the section, which are holding their jubilee

celebrations and desire to mark the occasion by generosity towards a
deserving and truly co-operative object. This society has passed through

such an experience in 1912, and signified its appreciation of a work from
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whicli it camiot directly benefit, by presenting a donation of £25 to the fund.

Surely the injunction " Go thou, and do likewise " could have no better

application than such a case !

Increased donations from the Co-operative Wholesale Society, and a

gift of £30 for the purchase of two open-air shelters from the Reception

Committee of Portsmouth Congress, also formed welcome additions to the

fund.

The secretary, Miss Catherine Webb, has rendered splendid service to

co-operators, not only in the ordinary work of administration, but in

personally charging herself with the duty of inquiring into, and making the

b€?f possible provision for. the individual needs of participants.

Conclusion

The Board have again to acknowledge the cordial co-operation of the

other co-operative organisations in the section which have, in their respective

spheres, materially helped the general advance of the movement, and have
at all times conduced to the harmonious and effective development of our

work.

The future is full of hope and promise of better things. The movement
for the union of the forces of labour has nowhere received greater impetus

than in the Southern Section, a result for which the combined work of the

sectional organisations is mainly responsible. We hope that before long we
shall be able to chronicle a remarkable advance in all that makes for the

solidarity of the democratic forces and the well-being of our common
humanity.

R. RowsELL, Chairman.

H. J. May, Secretary,
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REPORTS OF THE DISTRICT ASSOCIATIONS.

No. 1.

—

North Metkopolitan.

Executive Committee.

Mr. C. Rudall (chairmaD), West London.

W. H. Barton, Luton.

J. Day, Berkhampstead.

C. J. Farrow, Grays.

Mr. J. Maton, Edmonton.

„ W. J, Payne, Chesbam.

„ A. Higgins, Watford,

Conferences have been held as follows :

—

Society. Subject. Introduced by

EDDinc Co-operation v. Private Trading .

.

Mr. Openshaw's Congress Address.

Poverty and Progress in the
Co-operative Movement.

Co-operative Constructional
Effort a Labour Force.

Mr J H RAtfl

Watford Mr. W. H. Barton.

Mr L W LawGrays "...

Willeftden Green .... Mr. C. Rudall.

We have again to record that all our conferences have been well attended,

thtre being on an average 90 delegates present at each, and the subjects

ond discussions have been of a very profitable character.

Societies still continue to report good progress, and are spreading out,

gradually covering the co-operative desert of London. West London has
opened a new branch at Battersea ; Edmonton at Uighgate, also a new
bakery at Stoke Newington ; and the Stratford Society has opened out at

Southend. Watford has taken over the Wealdstone Society, and in mlditiun,

owing to great increase of trade has built a model bakery, and other

societies report similar successes. It is also gratifying to learn that the

London I'erseverance is about to purchase ita premises. This is no small

iichieveiiient after its great struggle for exiHt«iice.

We were again represented at ('ongress.

The iollowing is the expenditure for tlir v< jir :

—

£ H. d.

Committee Meetings 14 1 r.

Deputations 1 i
^

Printing * 1 j n

I 'oKtage 11' ')

£18 7
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Special District Fund

Receipts. £ s d.
To Balance brouglit forward 4 11 4

,, Donations-
Edmonton 1 1

Chesham Equitable 5
Luton 10
Watford 10 6
Brentford 10
(Irays 1 1

West London 10 6
Stratford 2 2

Expenditure. £ s.

By Grant towards Delegate's Ex-
penses to Congress 2

„ Postal Order
„ Printing Papers 2 2

,, Balance in hand 6 19

£11 1 4 I £11 1 4

F. P. Haywood, Hon. Secretary,

No. 2.

—

South Metropolitan.

Mr. J. Stevenson (chairman), Croydon.

„ C. J. Beese, Staines.

„ D. W. Cooper, Sutton.

„ W. Harding, Penge.

Executive Committee.

Mr. R. R. Wale, Woolwich.

„ S. Whitbourne, Woking.

„ W. Barnes, Bromley.

Conferences have been held as follows

Society. Subject. Introduced by

Small Societies : Their Weaknesses
and Difticulties.

Mr. C. W. Newbold.

Staines and Eg-
ham.

Industrial Unrest and the Co-opera-
tive Commonwealth.

Mr. H. W. Hobart.

Bromley and
Grays.

Obstacles to the Application of a
Minimum Wage.

Mr. W. Barnes.

Sutton Paper on Mr. Openshaw's Inaugural
Address to the Portsmouth
Congress.

Mr. Brunton.

The conferences have been well attended and some very good dis-

cussions have taken place.

The growth of opinion in favour of furthir amalgamation of societies

has been very evident during some of the discussions, and we are hoping

to keep this idea to the front in this district where we have continual evidence

of the struggles which small societies have in holding their own against

the competition of the multiple shops.

During the year the 'Bromley and Grays Society has taken over Seven

-

oaics Society.
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Co-operation has languished for a long time in the latter town and it

is hoped that, in endeavouring to make it a living force, the Bromley and

Grays Society will meet with the success to which its courage entitles it.

Several societies in the country districts report increases of trade and

membership.

Staines and Egham is about rebuilding its Central premises. Woking
has opened a new branch, and is also developing a garden suburb scheme

in connection with the society.

Propaganda work has been done at Richmond with encouraging results.

With those societies operating in London, the increases in trade and

membership have been very noticeable.

The Woolwich Society reports an increase of over £100,000 in trade

and 2,500 in membership. The fact that this result has been obtained

without any special efforts being put forth seems to point to the fact that

what the co-operative movement stands for is being more and more realised

by the workers in London.

During the year the matters in dispute re overlapping between the

Broijiley and Crays and Woolwich societies have been amicably settled.

The two management committees came together and arrived at an

agreement, which it is believed, will be of mutual advantage to the two

societies and to the benefit of co-operation in South-East London generally.

Educational work is being carried out in a very satisfactory manner

by several societies and, taking the district as a whole, the movement seems

to have gained considerably. Gains in membership, trade, and capital

are excellent results in themselves, but a far greater gain is the fact that

the co-operative movement appears to be better understood, and its poeai*

bilities realised more than has ever been the case before

The following is the expenditure for the year :

—

£ 8. d.

Committee Meetings 12 2 4

Printing and Stationery 15 8

PosUige 1 9 4

Deputations 14 8

£1S 12

J. Dickinson, Hon. Secretary.
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No. 3.— Kknt.

Executive Committee.

I). Flemniing (chairman), Chatham.

W. Rayner, Dover.

(I. Wood, Sheerness Co-operative.

W. IJnderhill, Canterbury.

W. Angear, Sheerness Economica].

E. J. Davies, Rochester.

A. D. Banks, Ashford.

W. Collins. Maidstone.

J. Scrace, Tunbridge Wells.

H. Riches, Dartford.

J. Gill, New Brompton.

Mrs. H. Waters, Gravesend.

Mr. G. Lukehurst, Sittingbourne.

H. A. Carpenter, Faversham.

W. White, Greenstreet.

G. Whibley, Cliffe-at-Hoo.

J. Norris, Ranisgatc.

H. W. Black, Rainham.

R. Werren, Tonbridge.

A. J Curling, Barge Builders.

E. Flood, Walmer.

Four meetings of the full committee have been held during the Congress

year, three hours at each meeting being devoted to the business and work
of the district. Several sub-committee meetings have also been held,

dealing with contentious and special matters. *

Conferences held durirg the year as tabulated :

—

Society. Subject. Introduced by

Ramsgate Co-operators and the National Health
Insurance Act.

Mr. Leah, Manchester.

Xfiw Brf inpton Special for Committees of Management
only :—

Nominations; Employers' Sickness
Agreements.

Mr. H. J. May.

National Insurance r Time Limit for

Committees.
Mr F J. Ilugen.

New Ventures in which Co-operative
Hocieties might embark. London.

Special for Educational Committees
only :—

"The News," "Millgate Monthly"
"Our Circle," &c., circulation and
sales in Kent—steps to increase
same.

Mr. Mark H. Clear

Work of an Educational Committee .

.

Miss J. Madams

London University and External
Students.

Mr. T. J. Hall.

Maidstone Should Co-operators ally themselves with
any political party.

Mr. W. Barnes.

Folkestone Co-operation and Labour r some thoughts
on the present outlook.

Mr. H. J. May.
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The two solitary distributive societies that were outside the ni«?mljor-

ship of the Union consented to receive personal deputations, with tht! result

that they have since come into line. District unification is now complete.

The vexed problem of overlapping has again had to be handled, the

transgressor, strange to say, clahned the services of the specially -constituted

sub-committee. After several hours of arbitration the offending society

accepted extended safeguards and proposals whereby their weaker neighbour

will be shielded and protected. The spirit evinced was real anxiety that

harmony and concord should reign. Pushful policy, giving rise to expansion

and developments alone, gave rise to the overlapping.

A society, through indifferent management, had dwindled in trade

and membership, paying no dividend or interest on share capital. Special

expert supervision was offered and accepted, and in less than two quartern

the society was resuscitated and is now paying a is. dividend, with every

prospect that the high-water mark of past experiences will be exceeded.

Village societies which are harbpered for hall and school accomodation

wherein to hold propaganda meetings are encouraged to hold and try al

fresco concerts, talent and help being given them. Marked successes have

attended this phase of work, audiences of four figures having thus been

got together.

The only truly co-operative productive society in tliis district is tht

Medway Barge Builders and Carriers. It is able to report and record pro-

gress, and is full of orders. The one essential, however, is lacking—it is

hampered for want of more share capital. The vast possibilities of the

carrying side of this society are patent to any business-minded co-operator.

By land or water a great volume of trade can be conducted. It is touchingly

pathetic to know of co-operative money being invested outside the move-

ment, whilst here is an enterprise that has weathered the storms and troubles

of youth literally being starved for want of necessary funds to carry on

snd develop. The talk of the fusion of lalxjur and co-operative forces could

be practically tackled here in this society. It provides employment for

mechanics, seamen, and labourers ; it encourages trade-unionism, cmbnusing

all the needs that go for tho omaacipation anil employment of labour, yet

it has to make great sacrifices because of tho want of faith of the workers

•u their own concerns.

An attempt has Ikhju matle to sot tip a new piew of machinery. Thii>

was to cstabliHh a «UHtrict conciliatory Inmrtl, whose functions would h» ve

liocn to deal with labour pay and conditions a« far as they |)orUiinotl to the

operations of tho Amalgamato<l Union of C'o-o|>orativo Kmployoos. ScK'iotietJ

wore circularised, nine were agn^eable, ft>ur neutral, and eight against the

scheme ; for want of a larger measure of fnv«>nr. the ido*i hns lu^en placed

on one side for tho time lieing.

The district will Ixj reprewnt^Hl at AbunlcMii ("..nun-sHH by a delegate

from Kamsgat« Society whose turn it is.
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It is with deep and sincere regret that we have to record the death of

the late president of Dartford Society, Mr. H. Whatley, who held this office

for fifteen j'ears continuously, and the society grew and prospered under

his guidance during the whole of this period. He was an honoured and
respected member of the district executive. He was the incarnation of

common sense. His work lives after himi.

Special District Fund.

Receipts. £ s. d.

To Balance brought forward from
last year 2 14 11

,, Ashford 2 2

„ Chatham 7
„ Dartford 3 11 7

,, Faversham 3 12 5

,, Gravesend 4 3 8

,, Greenstreet 14 2

„ New Brompton 10

,, Rainham 110
,, Ramsgate 1 4 5

„ Dover (River and District) 9 3

„ Rochester 2 1 8

,, Sheemess Co-operative 4 5

,, Sheerness Economical 3 17 5

„ Sittingbourne 6 10 2

„ Tonbridge 17 9

„ Tunbridge Wells 2 11 2

,, Walmer 1 7 4

,, Medway Barge Builders and
Carriers 7 6

Ml 5 2

Expenditure. £ s. d.
By Committee Meetings—3rd Class

Railway Fares only 7 9 7
„ Printing and Typing, &c 3 1 1

„ Postage, Wires, Cyclo Pen, &c. .

.

4 10 11

,, Advisory Work 5 4 7
,, Special Propaganda 18 4 8
,, Conferences, Public Meetings .

.

19 2 11

,, Balance 9 11 5

Audited—
W. R. Angkar.

£67 5 2

Mark H. Clear, Hon. Secrotarj'.

No. 4.—SussKX.

Executive Committee.

Mr. B. H. Baker (chairman), Newhaven.

!Mrs. J. Green, Crawley and Ifield.

Mi8s E. E. M. Allen, Reigate.

Mr. H. Colpus, Godalming.

Mr. T. Hussey, Brighton.

„ G. Prevett, Haywards Heath.

,, C. W, Sier, Lewes.

The following conferences have been held during the year :
—

Society. Subject. Introduced by

Eastbourne

I'^ast Grinstead .

.

Brighton

The Benefits of Co-operation

The National Insurance Act

Fusion of the Labour Forces

Mr. Baker.

Mr. AnscU.

Mr. Hur.
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During the year three conferences have been held and they have been

well attended and the subjects well discussed.

The whole of the societies in this district report good progress, their

trade and membership being well maintained.

Bognor is gradually picking up, being now under the supervision of

the Co-operative Wholesale Society, and last quarter paying a small dividend.

East Grinstead, which is now a branch of the Haywards Heath Society,

is doing well ; also Worthing, which is a branch of Brighton, is going strong.

Brighton has opened a branch at Shoreham-by-the-Sea, which is doing well.

The expenditure during the year is as follows :

—

£ 8. d.

Committee Meetings 6 17 IJ

Deputations 2 4 8

Printing and Stationery 8

Postage 10 3

£10 Oi

H. C. Ktt.t.k, Hon. Secretary

No. 6.

—

Hants.

Executive Committee.

Mr R. Hibberd (chairman), Parkstone. i Mr. A. Price, Shanklin.

„ R. S. Pearcc, Southampton. „ E. Ruddock, Eastleigh

„ S. Bowcrman, Portsmouth. i „ H. Sanders, Farnham.

., W. Hutchings, Winchester. I

Conferences and Subjects discussed during 1912 :-

Society. Babjeot.

27th January.
Ringwood The Duty of Momliers to the Store

and the Store to the Members.
(Mr. A. Scotton*8 Paper.)

17th April.

Carabcrley Mr. Scotton's Paiwr as above

Mr. Rogers.

Mr. R. Hibberd

20th July.

Romscy What did Mr. Maxwell iiicin ' An Mr. K. iiibbord

cchoof the Porthimmth (' 'i > i ss.

(Paper by Mr. li. Hibberd.)
26th October.

Southampton . . . .
^
The Co-operative Union ' Mr. Olncy.

(Mr. Bm'b Congraat Paper.)
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During the year four conferences have been held as above. They wore

well attended and the discussions were of a very satisfactory character.

Mr. Scotton's paper was repeated because of its special suitability to tlie

societies under wliose auspices the conferences were held. Mr. Hibberd's

paper, which was prepared at the request of the committee, was a careful

CKamination of" the great question raised by Mr. Maxwell, and Mr. Rae's

paper, although taking the discussion over a wider field, raised many points

of great interest to the delegates present.

It is with pleasure that we report the general prosperity of societies in

tlie district. Alton, Camberley, and Petersfield, which are at piesent

supervised by the Co-operative Wholesale Society, are fast emerging from

their difficulties, and bid fair to become prosperous independent societies.

We are, however, of opinion that the formation of societies in small towns

should not be encouraged in future. The larger societies in the district

have done well, some especiaUy so. Portsea Island, Southampton, Win-
chester, Eastleigh, Parkstone, Shanklin, and Farnham each report great

increases in trade, and the necessity of extending their business premises.

"J'he youngest society—Ringwood—is making good progress, and the

remainder are more than holding their owm.

We are pleased to note the increased activity of educational committees,

and that in some societies their work has included a persevering attack on

the outlying districts, resulting in the formation of new branches, which iS;

wo believe, the true line of progress.

Expenditure for .the year 1912 —
£ s. d.

Committee Meeticgs , . . 18 10 8
Hire of Room for Conference 10 6
Printing, Stationery, and Postage 2 8 6

Deputations to Societies . . 5 3 3

26 12 11

Less Donation from Co-operative Insurance Society, 5

£26 7 11

J. L. Welch, Hon. Secretary.

No. 6.

—

Wilts and Dorset.

Executive Committee.

Mr. W. H. Ashby, Chippenham.

„ C. J. Cane, Salisbury.

,

„ E. W. Symes, Warminster.

„ G. E. Lewis, Trowbridge.

Mr. A. H. Oakley, Weymouth.

„ D. G. Sloacombe, Devizes.

„ M. Stirling, Bradford-on-Avon,

The district report this year is very favourable. The conferences have

been very well attended ; the papers and the discussions thereon have been

very bright and must have been helpful and instructive.
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The following conferences have been held during the year :—

Society. Sabject. Introdaoed by

1

Trowbridge .
.

' Why am I a Co-operator ? Rev. W. B.
Richards.

Salisbury Should Trade-unionists be Co-operators?. . .

.

(Rev. E. F. Forest's Paper.)
Mr. Hall

Mere Co-operation among Nations ,, Miss Rutter.

Bradford Co-operation and Labour Mr. Stirling.

During the year the committee have been very busy keeping in touch

with all the societies, and doing what they could to help in all ways. There

is a very good feeling existing between the district conmiittee and the

societies ; they have also been looking about to see where they can plant

the co-operative flag. We have not reached Gillingham yet, but the Mere
Society has got half the distance and is doing a fair amount of trade in the

village, and we are in hopes it will shortly establish a branch.

Amesbury is still occupjdng the attention of the committee. Things

there are looking brighter, and with good management the society will pull

through.

Trowbridge Society is still going ahead. A commencement was made
in the milk trade on the first of April, and by the close of the year the sale

reached eighty -six gallons per day.

Weymouth is still forging ahead, the trade having now reached nearly

£40,000 per annum. Portland Branch, which was taken over in 1909 to

save it from going into liquidation, is now doing a trade of nearly £6,000 per

annum. This society has also opened a new branch at Westham, and a
branch at Dorchester will be opened shortly. Plans for a new bakery and
three stables are being prepared, the cost of which will be about £5,000.

Devizes Society is still moving forward, branching out in the villagee»

and in this way spreading the co-operative principles.

Salisbury Society has had the misfortune to lose by death ita esteemed
secretary, Mr. J. Dicks. He held the position for some yean before being

appointed permanently, and then he gave full time until his death. Mr.

Dicks was formerly a member of the district committee, and was earnest

and energetic in all that pertained to co-operation. The Salisbury Society

has lost in Mr. Dicks a real worker, and the sympathy of the district oora*

mittee is extended to those left behind.

Chippenham Society is progressing, and is evidently determined not to

be behind the times, having lately installed an eleotrio motor for driving and
pumping purposes.

2»
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The expenditure for the year is as follows :

—

£ s.

Committee Meetings 11 14
Deputations 1 9
Printing and Stationery 12
Postage 1 3

£14 18 8

Special District Fund Accounts fob the Year 1912.

Receipts £ s.

In Treasurer's hands 5 15

„ Secretary's „ , 13
To Subscriptions—

Warminster 10
Bradford ., 1 1

Mere 10
Salisbury 10
Devizies 10
Wilton 5
Weymouth 1

Trowbridge 1

Chippenham 7

£12 2 9

Expenditure. £ s. d.
By Delegates* Expenses to Amesbury 8
„ (Committee's Expenses to Gilling-

ham 8 4 6
„ Delegates Expenses to Congress

.

8 10

„ Brake hire to Mere 1 16

„ Treasurer—Postage, &c 1 2

„ Incidentals 3
In Treasurer's hands 2 14 11

In Secretary's „ 10 2

iei2 2 9

E. R. Box, Hon. Secretary

No. 7.

—

Oxford and Bucks.

Executive Committee.

Mr. A. E. Perkins (chairman), Windsor.

„ J. Webb, Banbury.

„ T. Ramsey, Oxford.

„ A. J. Mayers, Reading.

Mr. C. E. Taylor, Swindon.

„ J. Hillyer, Stony Stratford.

„ H. Dolling, Wolverton.

The record of the progress of the societies in this district has been one

of steady advance. The disturbing conditions in the labour world which

prevailed at the commencement of the year had an adverse effect upon the

trade and profits of several of the societies, but at the close of the year any

reduction in volume of trade caused thereby appears to have been more
than recovered.

Swindon Industrial continues to make most satisfactory advance, the

existence of two other societies in the town (which deal only in one article,

and that a profitable one) tending to retard its development into the premier

society in the district.

Reading is maintaining its high level of eflficiency, although the ground

left to be covered does not admit of phenominal increases.

The same remark might apply also to Windsor and Oxford, although at

• the latter place the year just closed has witnessed the opening of two branches

—one at the market town of Abingdon (Berks), and one at the important

railway junction of Didcot. Their work has also extended into the district

around, and they have been fortunate enough to secure the countenance of

His Grace the Duke of Marlborough, who has generouply given a site in
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Handborough for the purpose of enabling his tenantry to enjoy the benefits

flowing from co-operation.

The activity in the local railway carrieige works has enabled Wolverton
to make record progress. This society has opened two new branches, and
its prospects are exceedingly bright.

Banbury and Chipping Norton have held their own, cmd Aylesbury is

making satisfactory progress.

Newport Pagnell is doing well, showing increases both in trade and
membership.

Slough is experiencing an expansion in trade which has necessitated

enlargement of premises. A motor vehicle has also been secured to enable

the committee to cope with the extra work.

Additional motors have also been found neces8€ury by Banbury and
Chipping Norton.

Sunningdale's progress has been most encouraging ; a real live interest

in the society being taken by the members, with the result that they are

fast regaining the high-water mark in their history.

The trade at Stony Stratford is practically stationary, while High
Wycombe has not had sufficient time to feel the beneficial effect on trade of

opening new branches, although the effect of the increased expenses has

been obvious.

The following conferences have been held during the year :

—

Society. Subject. Introduced by

High Wycombe .

.

The lack of interest among Mem-
bers of Co-operative Societies

and possible dangers.

Mr. Werry.

Swindon Co-operation and the Agricultural
Movement.

Mr. E. G. Lewis.

Wolverton The National Insurance Act Mr. H. J. May.

Chipping Norton.

.

The Cost of Living Mr. W. E. Jackson.

Maidenhead .... Strict Cash or Limited Credit? .... Mr. E. King.

Banburv ^mall Holdings and their relation

to the Co-operative Movement
M.V W Hvde.

Tb6M oonferenoM have been well attended, and the aubjeote for the

meet part keenly disouMed.

Swindon, as is usual, provided the best attendance and the most lively

discussion. The preeenoe in the town of various forward political organisa-

tions, to whom an invitation is always extended, affords an unique oppor-
tunity of exchanging views upon social topics, which at times are widely
divergent.
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At Wolverton a most instructive meeting was hold, and the provisions

of the National Insurance Act were made additionally clear.

At Chipping Norton Mr. Jackson displayed a most comprehensive grasp

of his subject, and the discussion showed that the matter had received the

previous careful consideration of the delegates.

The much-discussed topic of cash trading was taken at Maidenhead,

when the necessity of adapting old and unchanging principles to new and

ever-changing conditions of trade was fully recognised.

At the Banbury Conference the services of Lord Saye and Sele (a

descendant of an old Oxfordshire family, in whose house the rebellion of

1640 was matured) were requisitioned in the chair. After a good discussion

on " Small Holdings," his Lordship offered to let a farm for small holdings

at the same rent as paid by the farmer, or, failing agreement, at a price to be

fixed by a competent valuer.

The value of these discussions in bringing to the knowledge of our

members and others the possibilities of collective action must be very con-

siderable, and are proving to sceptics the earnestness with which social

problems are being approached.

The following is an account of expenditure :

—

£ s. d.

Committee Meetings 5 7 8

Deputations 3 2 2

General Printing 118 6

Postage, Stationery, &c 115 3

£12 3 7

The special district fund has been found especially useful this year in

assisting with the expenses of conferences at those smaller centres which

otherwise would have been compelled to decline the opportunity of enter-

taining the delegates. This course has resulted in a drawing together and

cementing the bonds of unity which should exist between the larger and

the smaller societies, fand must make for the greater solidarity of our

movement.

Special District Fund.

Receipts. £ s. d.

To Balance, Slat December, 1912.

.

17 6 10

,, Subscriptions-
Oxford Builders 5
Oxford 3 8

Windsor 10 6

Reading 2 10

Chipping Norton 1 1

Swindon 1 1

Banbury 1 1

Stony Stratford 5
Newport Pagnell 5

Wolverton 10 6

^627 18 10

£ s.

5 18
Expenditure.

By Printing Conference Papers ....

„ Delegates to District Conference
Meetings (fares only) 2 11

,, Expenses - High Wycombe and
Maidenhead Conferences 4 6

„ Postage 8

„ Balance, Slst Dec, 1912 14 13

£27 18 10

Edward King, Hon. Secretary.
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No. 8.

—

Gambridoe and Bedford.

Executive Committee.

Mr. C. T. Goldsmith, Bedford.

„ G. B. Poppy, Newmarket.

„ H. Sayer, Ely.

„ P. G. P. RadcUffe, Garden City.

Mr. C. Martin, Bishop's Stortford.

„ A. Andrews, Hitchen.

„ F. B. Barlus, Cambridge.

Conferences have been held during the year as follows >-

Society. Subject. Incrodaoad by

Biggleswade Insurance generally as it affects Co-
operative Societies.

Mr. W. T. Charter.

Letchworth .... The Future of Co-operative Production .

.

Mr. R. Halstead.

Potton Mr. Openshaw's Presidental Address at

Portsmouth Congress.
Mr. Foulger.

Safiron Waldon.. Constructive Co-operation as a Labour
Force.

Mr. Golightly.

The average number of delegates attending these conferences was
forty -eight.

The executive has met for special business on two occasions, once to

confer with the committee of a weak society with a view to its improvement.
It has also met at each conference, and once to arrange work for the winter.

The question of rearranging the district areas has been considered and
approved, the new district proposed being more compact and workable.

Although no new societies have been formed, existing societies have
widened their sphere of work, and the returns show increased trade and
stability.

The committee]^ adopted a system of^ watching]^ over the weak societies,

as follows :—The member of our committee who lives nearest pays periodical

visits to one of these societies and reports at the next committee meeting.

Wo ore thus kojit in touch with small societies, and are able to help them
before it is too late.

The expenditure for the year is as follows :

—

Committee Meetings

Deputations

Printing and Stationerv

Postage

B 8. d.

•JO 8 9

a 7 7

1 18 6

. 16 1

£94 19 11
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Statement op Special District Fund.

Receipts. £ s.

To Balance brought forward from
last year 17 5

„ Subscriptions-
Cambridge 6
Sawston 2

,, Bank Interest and Dividend 8

£2i 14

Expenditure £ s. d.

By Delegate to Congress 4

,, Assistance to Bishop's Stortford
Society 1 1

,, Assistance to Woburn Sands
Society 18

„ Special visits to weak Societies.

.

9 10

,, Deputations 6 7

„ Printing and Stationery 3
„ Postage 2

,, Bank Commission 1

„ BalaiTce in Bank 17 6 7

„ „ Secretary's hands. 17 2

ie24 14 8

W. Rebbury, Hon. Secretary.

No. 9.

—

Norfolk.

Executive Committee.

Mr. H. J. Yates (chairman), Fakenham.

„ W. Speare, Beccles.

I
„ E. T. Taylor. Lowestoft (deceased)^

!

,, D. T. King, Great Yarmouth.

Mr. G. Mayes, Wymondham.
„ R. Palmer, Thetford.

„ J. W. Newman, Norwich.

Our report of the work during the past year is not so satisfactory as we
should have desired, because of the very slow progress this district is making

towards agricultural co-operation. This is one of the most important

phases of our movement, seeing this district, to a very large extent, depends

upon agriculture for its support ; and we fear no very great extension of the

movement can take place until we have some system whereby the societies

are linked up with agricultural co-operation. Notwithstanding this draw-

back, we are pleased to report that an excellent spirit prevails in all the

societies to extend the movement in the surrounding villages. This, we

trust, will in some measure tend to accomplish the object we have in view.

With great regret we have to report the death of Mr. E. T. Taylor, of

Lowestoft, a member of the District Committee, who has been a loyal

colleague and str.'nuous worker for the Union, as well as for his own

society, for many years past. He was a well-known figure at co-operative

gatherings in the Eastern Counties, and his loss will be mourned by a

large circle of friends.
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Three conferences have been held during the year as foUows :

—

flocie^.

Wymondham

Sabjeol.

Mr. H. Whalley's Paper: Some

I

Problems Confronting Co-opera-
tors.

Norwich ' Co-operative Conscience in Modem
Business.

Lowestoft Why are we Co-operators ?

Introdaoed by

Mr. P. J. Newman.

Mr. A. Mansbridgc.

Mr. D. Money.

All these conferences were well attended.

The discOssions that followed the papers were, in most cases, of a much
higher tone than those previously held.

The first was held on 27th January, 1912. This was in connection with

the coming-of-age celebration, and it was a well represented conference,

upwards of 70 delegates and friends being present. The subject created a

diversity of ideas. A public tea and meeting|Was held in the evening, when
the Icurgest building in the town was overcrowded.

The second one was held on 17th August, jointly with the educational

conamittee of the Norwich Society. This was an open-air meeting, being

held in the grounds of H. A. Day, Esq. It was exceedingly interesting and
was much appreciated, every society in the district, with the exception of

one, being represented. The address given by the speaker was of a very

high character and well received.

The third was held on 26th September, and, considering that this

district had not recovered from a disastrous flood, which very much
dislocated our very moderate railway facilities, was well attended. . This

conference was held in connection with the opening celebrations of the fourth

branch at Lowestoft, and a pubUc meeting was held in the evening.

We have not confined our work to conferences. Several visits have
been made to committees of societies, when questions of extension were

considered with them, also other matters affecting the best interests of the

societieto.

Special lectures have been held, and other public meetings when
societies have rejoiced over their record sales, which were once under a cloud.

So that whilst there is much to be thankful for, we fully recognise there is

still much to do, and we trust in the coming year the hearty oo-op>eration of

all societies in the district will be in the true spirit of brotherhood, so that

we may record extensions on all hands.

The expenditure for the year is as follows ;

—

£ 8. d.

Committee Meetings 8 7 4
Deputations 6 lU 2
Printing 16
Postige and Stationer}' 2 1 7

£17 14 1
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Special District Fund:—
Receipts.

To Balance last year. .

.

„ Swaffham Society .

.

„ Mr. F. J. Newman .

.

„ Swaffham Society .

.

£ 8. d.

1 10 9
17 7
2 6

18 7

Audited—
Joseph T, Gee.

jeS 9 5

Expenditure. £ s. d.
By Hire of Room at East Dereham..020
„ Subscription—Workers' Educa-

tional Association 2 6

„ Delegations Fees .• 2

„ Rail Fares—Lakcnheath to Nor-
wich Conference 18 6

„ Printing 2 6

„ Rail Fares—Sub-Committee
Meetings 5 5

„ Pobta^^e and Stationery 6 11

,, Cash m hand 1 14 7

£8 9 5

W. TiDD, Hon. Secretary.

No. 10.

—

Essex and Suffolk.

Executive Committee.

Mr. A. W. Kibble (chairman), Halstead. I Mr. B. S. Wood, Braintree.

„ S. Foulger, Ipswich. „ G. Young, Chelmsford.

„ G. Ryder, Colchester. ,> W. Hubbard, Witham.

„ G. Barker, Wickham Market.
'

The following conferences have been held during the year :

—

Society. Subject. Introduced by

Harwich .... National Insurance ......*. Mr. Gasson.

Braintree ....

Ipswich

(Mr. H. J. May's Paper.)

Commercialism and Co-operative Ideal .... Mr. B. S. Wood.

Mr. W. J. Salmon.

The three conferences held during the year were very helpful and

interesting, the subjects being of general interest. Useful discussions were

provoked and information disseminated.

Referring to the general work of the year, wo have nothing startling to

report. A considerable amount of committee work has been done in con-

nection with societies that have felt the stress of the commercial mirest and

adverse wholesale markets. Profits in the district have ruled lower than in

previous years, and it has been found necessary to hold a nimiber of

propaganda meetings with a view to stimulating loyalty and maintaining

trade. In the aggregate we have pleasure in reporting that the movement
in the district is steadily gaining ground.
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The expenditure for the year is as follows :

—

£ 8.

Committee Meetings 11 9
Deputations 8 15
Printing and Stationery 5
Postage 1 9

£21 19 10

Special District Fund,

Receipts. £ s. d.

To Balance forward 3 13 2

„ Ck)lche8ter Society 2 2

„ Ipswich Society 2 2
„ Chelmsford Society 1 1

,. Haverhill Society 1 1

„ Halstead Society 110
,, Harwich Society 10
„ Braintree Society 10 6
„ Maldon Society 10 6
„ Wickbam Market Society 9 10

£18 11 2

Expenditure. £ s.

By Printing Conference Papers 17

„ Propaganda Meetings 4 19

„ Delegate - Portsmonth Congress

.

112
„ Hire of Hall and Printing 15

„ Deputations 2 1

„ General Expenses 6
„ Balance in hand 2 18

Audited—
W. Rioo,

118 11 a

W. J. Salmon, Hon. Secretary.

SOUTHERN CO-OPERATIVE EDUCATION ASSOCIATION.

Executive Council.

Mr. E. J. Bull (Southern District Council A.U.C.E. President).

Mr. L. W. Law, Grays.

Mi«s J. P. Madams.Co-operative Brother-

hood Trust.

Mrs. Holyoake Marsh, Edmonton.

Miss C. Webb, Wimbleton.

Mr. J. Taylor, Ashford.

Mr. W. J. Foster (hon. sec), Bass

Dressers.

Miss E. E. M. Allen, Reigate.

Mrs. Barnes, Woolwich.

Mr. G. Carter, Oxford.

„ J. J. Dent, Working-Men's College.

„ 8. E. Elliott, Anchor.

Mr. M. Clear and Mr. S. Foulger, representing the Southern Sectional Board.

Mrs. Wimhurst, representing the Co-operative Women's Guild.

Mr. W. Barnes, representing the South Metropolitan District.

In our report of last year wo said ** Our efTorlM have not boon att<(Mided

with as direct and immediate response as we could wish, but evidences are

not lacking to show that there is an awakening," and we are pleased to say

that this view has been justified by an increase of class work this year.

Eleven cotmoil meetings and three conferences have been held during

the year.

The first—the annual meeting of the association—was held at Hanip-

stead Garden Suburb, 29th June, 1912. At this roeeiiug the following
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reeolutions were submitted, and, after a useful discussion, were passed

nem. con. :—
(1) This conference welcomes the awakening of democracy to its

powers, and realises the importance of the democracy being

educated in the highest and fullest sense. Believing that the

co-operative movement can exercise a right influence in this

direction, this conference urges all educational committees in

the Southern Section to leave no stone unturned to educate all

their members in the ethical and economic meaning of

co-operative principles.

(2) This meeting notes with regret the decrease in the number of

classes held under the Co-operative Union's scheme in the

Southern Section. It strongly urges all societies to establish

classes in co-operation and allied subjects, and to provide

facilities for the training of their employes.

(3) That it is of the utmost importance to the best interests of the

movement in the Southern Section that the work of the

Southern Education Association should be developed to its

fullest extent ; that to enable this to be done, every society

or educational committee, branches of the women's guild,

men's guild, and Amalgamated Union of Co-operative Employes,

should subscribe at least the minimum scale as per Rule 3,

viz. :

—

Societies having less than 200 members, 5s. per annum.
Societies having above 200 and lees than 500 members,

10s. 6d. per annum.
Societies having more than 500 members, 21s. per amium.
Branches of women's guild, men's guild, and Amalgamated

Union of Co-operative Employes, 5s. each per annum ;

and that the delegates here assembled undertake to bring

this resolution before their respective organisations,

(Since the above resolutions were passed, the council have decided to

recommend to the next annual meeting that the subscription for branches

of men's guUd, women's guild, and the Amalgamated Union of Co-operative

Employes be reduced to 2s. 6d.)

The second conference was held 28th September, 1912, when Mr. W. R.

Rae (chairman of the Central Education Committee) gave a stirring address

on " The Responsibility of Societies for Establishing Classes for their Junior

Employes." Mr. Rae said that when we were boasting of our success we
very frequently forgot the responsibility that success placed upon us ; but

the future of co-operation would require the cunningest skill that could be

placed at the disposal of the committees, and it was our duty to see that the

lads in the stores to-day got the training necessary to qualify them to carry

on the work. If we did not realise the responsibility, then we should be

false to the present members and fedse to the future ; but if we faced the
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position like men, then, when the end should come, we should be able to

say to ourselves, " We took our psurt in the movement ; we gcdned by the

possibilities ; we faced the responsibilities ; and there was no more cheering

thought than that."

The third conference—the annual gathering soranged in conjunction

with the Southern District Council of the Amalgamated Union of Co-operative

Employes—was held on 22nd January, 1913, when Mr. B. Williams gave an

address on " Co-operation and Trade-unionism," in which he urged the duties

of the employes to the co-operative movement, and also to the traude union

movement. In the course of his remarks, Mr. Williams said, " Let us be

loyal to co-operation ; let us be loyal to trade-unionism ; let us be loyal to

duty ; and we shall improve ourselves and our position from hour to hour.

Opportunities for good are constantly presenting themselves to the earnest

worker."

Following the conference, a social evening was held, at which Mr. R.

Tawney gave an address on " Educational Work," and pointed out the part

that co-operative educational committees might take in extending the

facilities afforded by local educational authorities.

The discussions ateach of the above conferences have been well main-

tained, and we feel confident that they will bear fruit in due time.

Four students were successful in passing the examination in connection

with the Teachers' Training Class held at Woolwich, and we now have thirty-

seven teachers in this section qualified to take co-operative classes.

Miss Madams has continued to represent this association on the Central

Education Committee, and Messrs. Clear and Foulger have represented the

Southern Sectional Board on the executive council of this association, and we
feel that the work done by the interchange of opinions between these bodies

is of a most useful character.

The Co operative Student's Fellowship continues to prosper, and is

doing much good work in this section.

Following on the series of lectures arranged for Willeeden Men's Guild

last year, the council have arranged similar courses this year in connection

with Willeeden and Stratford men's guilds.

It is again oar pleasure to record that the meet friendly relatiooB exist

between the council and the Southern Sectional Board, the women's guild,

the district associations, and the Amalgamated Union of Co-operative

Employ^ without which our work would have been much more arduous.

In conclusion, the council desire to record their high appreciation of the

ervioee rendered to the aaeociation by our late preeident, Mr. J. T. Harris,

and their regret that other calls prevented his oontinuing to be a member of

the cooneiL

E. J. Bull, Pretideiit,

W. J. F09TBB, Hon. Secretary.
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\V) SOUXH-WESXERN SECTION

In submitting our report to Congress, we are able to record a year's work
of great activity and to report substantial progress generally in respect of the

several societies within the section. The result of the election to the Sectional

Board having left us constitutionally unchanged, we have proceeded with the

year's work pretty much on the old lines. We have, as a rule, held our Board

meetings in those places that afforded an opportunity for doing some useful

work. As often as possible, and where practicable, we have held conferences

with the local committees before or after our Board meetings, and have been

assured on many occasions that the discussions on matters of local interest at

these conferences have been helpful to all concerned.

At the first Board meeting, held on 1st June, at Ottery St. Mary (Devon),

the following officers were appointed for the ensuing year :

—

Chairman : Mr. W. J. Gilbert. Treasurer : Mr. H. Westbury,

Secretary : Mr. A. Bullock.

Representatives to the

—

United Board and Office and Credit Committees—
Mr. H. Westbury.

Education Committee and Educational Association—
Mr. W. J. Gilbert.

As Representatives to the District Associations

—

Bristol and Somerset Mr. A. Bullock.

Devon Mr. R. R. Prynne.

Cornwall Mr. C. Vaughan.

By this means the sectional members have been in close touch with

the work of these associations, thus making for one common aim in all

sectional work, which has, in consequence, been done more effectively. Our

conferences and public meetings have been so arranged as to admit of joint

action, as far as possible, with these associations.

During the year 12 ordinary Board meetings have been held, at which the

attendance of the members are as follows :

—

Possible. Actual.

Mr. W. J. Gilbert (chairman) .. 12 12

Mr. C. Vaughan 12 12

Mr. R. R. Prynne 12 12

Mr. H. Westbury 12 1

1

Mr. A. Bullock (secretary) 12 12

Mr. T. Gidley (hon. member) 12

* On delegation.
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Acting upon the invitation received from the Central OflBce to appoint a

delegate to attend the Danish Congress at Odense, on 4th June, Mr. H.

VVestbury was appointed.

As early as possible after the first Board meeting it was resolved to invite

the district associations to submit names of places where special propaganda

could be undertaken with some prospect of success, and the following places

were named :—Devon : Appledore, Coombe Martin, Braunton, Ivybridge,

Brent, and Budleigh ; Cornwall : St. Stephen's, Charlestown, Pentewan,

Camelford, and Port Isaac. Meetings have been held at some of these places

and others are being arranged. As a result of the meeting at Budleigh

Salterton, a provisional committee has been formed and a new society will be

registered there in the near future. In the case of Brent and Ivybridge an

effort has been made to link these places up with societies in the district, but

if this is found impracticable a society will probably be formed at Brent. It

was also decided to render assistance, as far as possible, to the weak societies

in the section.

A joint meeting of the Board and the Devon District Executive was held in

August, at which many matters of interest were discussed and certain lines

proposed in respect to future work.

An application from the Radstock Small Holdings Society to become

affiliated with the Union was received, as was also a very strong protest from

the Radstock Distributive Society complaining of overlapping between the

two societies. After due consideration it was decided that in the interest of

the distributive society consent of the Board to the affiliation of the Small

Holdings Society be withheld.

A new society has been registered at Wells (Somerset). This was formerly

a branch of the Shepton Mallet Society, but it was thought best, both by

Shepton Mallet Society and the members residing in Wells, to sever the

connection in consequence of distance, cost of delivery, and general working

expenses. It is hoped the change will prove beneficial to both societies.

A society has also been formed at St. Breward, Cornwall. This society,

which has been trading for the last six months, is now established in its own
premises.

An attempt has been made to introduce co-operation in the Teign Valley,

where a number of men are employed in the granite quarry. After due con-

sideration it was decided not to form a separate society here, but to leave it in

the hands of the nearest societies to extend in this direction.

Three sectional conferences have been held, the first in conjunction with

the Somerset and Devon District Associations at Wellington, in July. Mr.

H. Westbury introduced Mr. Rae's Congress paper, " The Co-operative Union

and the Unification of its Forces."

The second was held at St. Columb Road, Cornwall, and wm a joint

conference with the Cornwall District Association, being held in September.

The subjects taken were :
" International Co-operative Alliance." introduced

by Mr. H. Westbury, and "Credit Trading," by the S«:reUry (Mr. A.

BoUock).
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The third sectional conference was held at Newton Abbot in February, to

give further opportunity in another part of the section to discuss the fore-

going subjects, and were introduced again by Messrs. Westbury and Bullock.

The following resolution was unanimously passed in relation to international

co-operation :

—

That this conference, realising the necessity of promoting the develop-

ment of international co-operation and appreciating the work of

the International Co-operative Alliance, recommends societies in

the Southwestern Section to assist its objects by affiliation and

by liberal subscriptions to its funds.

In reference to credit trading, the general feeling expressed in the dis-

cussion was that societies should seriously consider ways for reducing this evil

on the lines laid down in the Anti-Credit Committee's Report. Each of these

conferences was highly successful, both in point of attendances and interesting

discussions.

The district associations have fully maintained their reputation for

vitality and useful work. The usual number of district conferences have been

held in each district, and the following subjects, each of which we think has

been of the greatest interest to co-operators, discussed :—In the Somerset

district the subjects were :
" National Health Insurance," " The Co-operative

.Union and the Unification of its Forces," and "Stocks: Depreciation and

Reserves." The latter meeting was held in Bristol in October, and was of

special interest and of a more representative character than usual, the

coming of age of the association being celebrated on this occasion. In the

Devon district the subjects taken were :
" Annual Mefeting : Report and

Balance Sheet," " District Representation of the South-Western Section,"

" The Co-operative Movement in Devon," and " Mr. Openshaw's Congress

Address." In Cornwall: "District Representation in the South-Western

Section," *' The Co-operative Union and the Unification of its Forces,"
" International Co-operative Alliance," " Credit Trading," and " The
Wholesale and the Carriage on Goods." The attendance at all these

conferences was quite up to the average and the discussion well mantained.

In so far as co-operative production is concerned, we are pleased to report

that the Bristol and Plymouth printing societies are making steady progress

and deserve larger support.

The Educational Association has been working pretty much on the old

lines, maintaining its position and doing useful work. We again regret that

funds do not permit of greater activity in this direction, but feel sure that

members are becoming alive to the fact that the future success of our move-

ment will depend largely upon an educated membership. It is pleasing to

note that in this connection more attention than ever has been given to the

formation of children's classes.

It can be truly said of all the organisations—the District Associations,

the Educational Association, and the Women's Guild—that all have co-

operated most heartily in assisting the Sectional Board to carry out the work
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of the year. We take this opportunity of thanking one and all for their

sympathy and support.

At the comniencement of the year we set out to endeavour to strengthen

the weak societies in the section, and in this work, which has been done by

joint action with the Co-operative Wholesale Society, valuable advice and

assistance has been rendered, the results being highly satisfactory both to

ourselves and the Co-operative Wholesale Society. Nearly the whole of these

societies are now in prosperous conditions, and special attention is being paid

to those weaker societies which are still in need of help.

In conclusion, we submit that the foregoing represents but part of the

work done. Much useful advice and information has been impai*ted by

correspondence as well as by members of the Board when attending public

functions arranged by the societies. We believe that the past year stands

well in comparison with any previous year in the amount of work done and

the pleasing results arising therefrom, yet there remains much more to be

done in order to maintain the enthusiasm of the members in the true spirit

of co-operation.

W. J. Gilbert, Chairman.

Albert Bullock, Secretary.

REPORTS OP THE DISTRICT ASSOCIATIONS.

No. 1.

—

Bristol and Somerset.

Executive Committee.

Mr. H. Westbury (president).

„ G. C. Kingscott (treasurer).

„ C. A. Connolly (secretary).

„ J. Marks, Bristol.

„ W. J. Petherick, Bristol.

„ W. Griffin, Bristol.

Mrs. Found. Bristol.

Mr. W. J. Shephard, Beehive.

„ A. H. Atwell, Bridgwater.

„ T. W. Hill, Bristol Printers.

„ C. Bielby, Bruton.

„ W. Plummer, Coleford.

„ F. Ackland, Frome.

„ J. Rowland, Prampton.

„ G. Brown, Oakhill.

„ W. Gillingham, Portishead.

.. J. White. Radstock.

Mr. G. Brice, Stoke.

„ A. Hill, Taunton.

„ W. Hayward, Taunton.

„ E. Hayes, Templecombe.

„ C. Powell, Twerton.

„ A. V. Treasure, Weston.

„ A. Stroud, Yeovil.

„ H. Edwards, Twerton Educational.

„ F. Trott, Bristol Educational.

„ A. Hobbs, Weston Educational.

Mrs. Blackmore, Bridgwater Educational

„ Clothier, Bedminster Guild.

„ Hillman, Central Guild.

„ Hunt, Bishopston Guild.

„ Atwell, Bridgwater Guild.

„ Bdwards, Greenbank Guild.

.. Martin, Totterdown Guild.

G. Grist, Radstock.

Mr. A. Bullock, Sectional Board ReprMenUtiTe.

Sub-Executive Committee : Messrs. A. Bullock, J. Marks, A. V. Treasure,

J. White, A. Stroud, A. Hill, and Officers.
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Your committee have great pleasure in submitting for your consideration

and approval the report and balance sheet for the year 1912.

The result of the year's work shows good all-round increases, the latest

returns showing our membership to be 39,748 ; our capital, £292,560 ; sales,

£738,936 ; reserves, £16,171 ; and profits, £75,262.

Many societies in the district have taken important steps in the develop-

ment of their business during the past year : Bristol has erected a large and

fully-equipped laundry ; Twerton, a very fine steam bakery ; Radstock, a

splendid branch at Midsomer Norton ; Bruton, a new branch at Wincanton

;

and the Bristol Printers have removed to larger and more commodious
premises. We are pleased to say that in every instance these ventures have

proved successful.

At the request of societies the association has supplied speakers for

several propaganda meetings, and in each case large and successful gatherings

were reported.

The members of the Shepton Mallet Society resident at Wells have decided

to withdraw from the parent body and to set up a separate society at Wells.

The matter has been amicably arranged, and we trust the new society will

soon affiliate with the association.

In educational work the district is showing some slight improvement.

Bristol, Bridgwater, Twerton, and Yeovil are running successful children's

classes, and it is to be hoped that other societies will take up this form of work.

The sales of co-operative literature are still far below what they should be,

and societies are urged to do all they can to increase the circulation of our

co-operative publications, especially the News.

The usual number of executive and sub-executive meetings have been

held, and, amongst other important matters, have considered and put into

operation a system for the transfer of members from one society to another.

The subjects dealt with at our conferences have all been of the greatest

interest to co-operators, viz., " National Health Insurance," introduced by

Mr. Sykes; "The Co-operative Union and the Unification of Its Forces,"

introduced by Mr. Westbury ; and "Stocks, Depreciation, and Reserves,"

introduced by Mr. Gait. This meeting was held at Bristol in October to

celebrate the coming of age of the association, and was of a larger and more

representative character than usual. At the close of the conference a hearty

vote of thanks was accorded Mr. Westbury for his able services as chairman

of the association during the past twelve years.

At a crowded evening meeting Mr. Westbury was made the recipient of

a marble clock and ornaments, the presentation being made on behalf of the

association by Mr. Bullock.

In this connection it may be well to recall that the association was brought

into existence 21 years ago as the result of a meeting convened at Bristol by

the Western Sectional Board. The section then consisted of eleven English
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and Welsh coonties, and apparently all societies in those counties were invited.

The Somerset societies (about ten in number) were not represented except by

the two Bristol societies, so the work of forming an association devolved upon

them. Mr. F. B. Foxley was appointed secretary, in which position he was

shortly afterwards followed by Mr. J. F. Hopkins, and there can be no doubt

but what much of the success of the association was due to the energy and

ability of these two gentlemen.

For the first few years the work was almost exclusively confined to

bringing societies into line and inducing them to join the association.

Occasional conferences were held at irregular periods, and at these functions

fifteen was considered a very large attendance. Eventually Radstock,

Twerton, Taunton, and Crewkerne became members of the association, and

propaganda work proper was vigorously undertaken.

Altogether the association has assisted in the formation of over twenty

societies. Some of these have ceased to exist as separate entities, having

amalgamated with neighbouring societies, while others, through adverse

circumstances, have been dissolved, but, on the whole, the record of failures

is remarkably low, a fact probably due in no small measure to the help received

from the Sectional Board and the district association.

Apart from work of a purely propagandist character the conferences of

the association have been of great educational value, and the opportunities

thus afforded delegates of exchanging views on matters other than the subject

under consideration have in some instances proved even more helpful than

the actual conference.

The association has also rendered splendid service in pressing for better

trading facilities with the Co-operative Wholesale Society, several conferen'^es

having been held for the purpose of inducing the directors to carry larger and

more varied stocks at the Bristol depot, particularly in the drapery and boot

and shoe departments, and to make other concessions to societies.

Since the establishment of the association in 1891 the district has grown

enormously. Reliable figures are not available for the complete period, but,

taking from 1893 to 1911, we get the following results :

—

Members. Sales.

1893 17,681 £318,541

1911 39,748 738,936

increase 22,067 £420,306

The activities of the association has kept pace with the growth of the

district, and it is at all times ready to assist its members to the umost limit

of its powers as an advisory and propagandist organisation.

In conclusion, we desire to thank those societies under whose auspices our

conferences were held, and we appeal to all societies for their support during

the coming year.

30
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The foUowing is the financial statement for the year 1912 :

—

Receipts. £ s. d.
|

To Balance brought fonvard 12 9 10* '

„ Subscriptions from Societies :—
Bristol 37 8 4
Bridgwater 6 16 4

Beehive 10 6
Bruton 1 3
Coleford 1 14

Crewkeme 13 10
Frome 2 5
Frampton 2 10
Oakhill 16 8 '

Portishead 1 10 6
Radstock 11 17 8
Stoke 14 7
Taunton 8 16 8
Templecombe 15
Twerton 9 8 4

Weston 2 13
Yeovil 7 19
Bristol Printers Ltd 10 6

,, Educational Committees—
Bristol 10 6
Bridgwater 10 6
Twerton 110
Weston 10 6

,, Women's Guilds —
Bedminster 10 6
Bishopston 10 6 !

Bristol Central 10 6
Bridgwater 10 6
Greenbank 110
Totterdown 10 6

,, Co-operative Union 26 1

„ Trade Dividend 6
„ Bank Interest 2 7 .

11

8
2
8
2

12

7
2
8

Expenditure. £ s. d.
By Conferences-

Bristol 14 11 4
Bruton 15 4 3
Wellington 20 11 8
Bristol 12 17 9

„ Delegations—
Wincanton
Bristol

„ Labour Co-partnership,
Keynsham
Greenbank
Creech St. Michael
Twerton
Bristol
Bruton
Totterdown 4 6
Bridgwater 8 7
Radstock 7 1

Avonmouth 8 5
Twerton 7 8

„ Hire of Halls (Bristol) 18 9
„ ,, ,, ,, (Bruton) 1 3 6
„ Congress Delegate 2 18 8

„ 8.-W. E. Association Meetings . . 119 5

„ ,, „ Subscription 10
„ Secretary's Remuneration 5

,, Treasurer's Remuneration 2
„ Printing, Postages and Carriage. . 7 5 10
„ Special Printing (Conference

Papers and Transfer Forms;. . 3 13 6
„ Sub-Executive Meetings 26 1

„ Treasurer's Expenses re Banking 4 5

„ President's Presentation 4 14

„ Audit 1 3 3
„ Balance in Bank 16 10 9^
„ Cash in Treasurer's hands 1 1

4"

£142 16 11^

Audited—
W. 8. Biggs,
J. EWINO.

£142 16 Hi

C. A. Connolly, Secretary.

No. 2.

—

Devon.

Executive Committee.

Mr. E. R. S. Mundy (chairman), Exeter.

„ W. Stone (treasurer), Teignmouth.

„ E. Truscott (secretary), Plymouth.

„ J. Searle, Tiverton.

„ T. Dunn, Exmouth.

Mr. M. Hoare, Buckfastleigh.

„ L. G. Williams, Plymouth Printers.

„ R. Andrews, Newton Abbot.

„ 3, Marks, Plymouth.

Central Board Representative : Mr. R. R. Prynne.

Representative on the South-Western Section Educational Association

Mr. E. R. S. Mundy.

It is with great pleasure we present for your approval and adoption the

twenty-fifth annual report and balsnce sheet of the association. From the

Congress returns, we find much to give us encouragement, and they form a
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soand basis on which to place our views when considering the progress of the

movement in the district. We feel, however, that no set of figures can

indicate to the full extent the solid progress that is taking place amongst us.

We take this opportunity to congratulate the societies which are making such

advancement, and express the hope that the activity displayed will stimulate

a few others to greater efforts.

Members. Sales. Capital. Reserves. Proflts.

1912 58,416 .. 1,049,616 .. 023,689 .. 106,126 .. 156,807

1911 56,932 .. 1,028,580 .. 578,053 .. 97,710 ..
* 148,608

Increase 1,484 21,036 45,636 8,415 8,199

The past year has been one of loss to us as an association. The almost

sudden death of our late president, Mr. H. W. Loram, has left a shadow upon

the district. His fearless stand for the co-operative principle, his earnest

endeavour to advance the cause, his manly bearing, and his gentle and at the

same time firm ruling ever won the respect of all ; and it was no formal

expression when the association placed on record its great appreciation of his

work to the movement. To follow in the work of one so splendidly equipped

will be no easy task for our new chairman, but in Mr. E. R. S. Mundy we
have a man of strong personality and a wide knowledge of the movement. We
desire for him the cordial support of every member of the association.

Four conferences have taken place during the year.

Date. Where held. Subject Discussed. Introduced by

1919
16th March .... Paignton Annual Report and Balanc« Sheet .

.

District Secretary.

22nd June Torrlngton District Representation of the South-
western Sectional Board.

Mr. R. R. Prynne.

2Ut September

.

Honiton The Co-operative Movement in Devon Mr. A. E. Aggett.

aOUi NoTMDber.. OMer78t.Mary Mr. W. Openshaw'B Ck>ngre8s Address Mr. R. Andfvwg.

Our annual meeting at Paignton, on 16th March, came at the time of the

coal strike, and the delegates experienced much difficulty in keeping their

appointments. The attendance, however, was very gratifying, and an

exceedingly interesting and spirited discussion took place upon the report and

balance sheet. The position of many societies in the district was reviewed,

and it was resolved that the best thanks of the association be tendered to the

committee of the Co-operative Wholesale Society for the splendid efforts put

forward to maintain the societies under their supervision. It was also decided

to invite the Co-operative Union to undertake the duty of scrutineer for the

association. The paper prepared by Mr. R. R. Prynne, on the question of
" Dijitrict Representation on the Southwestern Sectional Board," was
deferred for further consideration.

The 22nd June found the delegates at Torrington for the second con-

ference, when Mr. R. R. Prynna's paper on " District Representation on th«

South-Western Sectional Board " was introduced for oonndaration and
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discussion. The writer pointed out that the eifect of the new rules upon the

voting strength of societies was that most of the smaller societies in the section

had lost one or two votes, while the two larger societies had so increased in

voting strength that a very great disproportion existed. Resolved

—

That this conference of societies in the Devon District expresses its

opinion that the representation of the section should be by

districts, and requests the South-Western Sectional Board to

,draw up a scheme to that effect for discussion by each district

during 1912.

A useful discussion followed. Many points were raised for and against

any alterations in the present method of representation, and, on being put to

the meeting, Mr. Prynne's motion was defeated, 17 voting for and 24 against.

" The Co-operative Movement in Devon : Its Achievement and Outlook
'"

was debated at our third conference at Honiton, on 21st September, 1912, and

our thanks are due to Mr. A. E. Aggett for the excellent manner in which he

introduced the subject. Many interesting points were raised, and the position

carefully reviewed. The general feeling was that much more progress ought

to be reported, and it was urged that if the Co-operative Wholesale Society

could bring itself into line upon the great question of paying the carriage on

all goods, it would give the movement an impetus and largely increase the

trade in the district. It was resolved to send the following resolution to the

directors of the Wholesale Society :—

That the delegates of the co-operative societies in Devon, sitting at

Honiton, consider that the time has arrived for the Co-operative

Wholesale Society to pay all railway rates upon goods sent to the

local societies, and respectfully asks the directors to give the

matter their serious and early consideration.

We are now pleased to report that the directors are giving the matter

their most serious consideration, and we also note with great pleasure that

the matter is being freely discussed at all Co-operative Wholesale Society

meetings. If the question is kept to the front good results will follow.

The fourth conference of the year was held at Ottery St. Mary, on 30th

November, when Mr. R. Andrews provided excellent topics for discussion by

taking extracts from Mr. W. Openshaw's Congress address, briefly touching

upon the complex questions of credit trading, overlapping, minimum wage,

education, and the power of Congress to enforce its resolutions. He revealed

a clear grasp of the difficulties before the movement, and reminded the

delegates of their responsibilities with respect to the many duties they were

called upon to discharge in their own societies. A good discussion followed,

but we feel that one note of regret ought to be sounded, and that because of

the very unusual way many delegates left the meeting and disturbed what

might have been one of the very best conferences of the year.

During the year the committee met on twelve occasions, when, in addition

to making the arrangements for the conferences, their attention was con-

centrated on the many questions affecting the practical working of the various
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societies. The suggestions advanced at our conferences have been acted upon,

and no efforts have been spared to make the association a living force and a

power for progress in the district.

As a propagandist body we have great pleasure to report that the demand
for speakers at district and society meetings has been very gratifying. Many
of the outlying parts have been reached, and highly successful meetings held.

We urge upon societies the desirability of having at every public meeting a

member of this committee and a representative of the Sectional Board to assist

them in the propaganda of the movement, and thus leave no stone unturned to

advance our principles on every opportunity.

New ground has been broken at Budleigh Salterton and Brent. At
Budleigh Salterton, in conjunction with the Sectional Board, a very large

amount of spade work has been accomplished and highly satisfactory results

shown. A provisional committee has been appointed, steps have been taken

to canvass the whole of the town and villages to collect share capital, and a

banking account has been opened with the Co-operative Wholesale Society.

We are looking forward to the establishment of a healthy and vigorous society

during the year. At Brent a canvass of the town was carried out by members

of the conunittee, whilst a public meeting was held late in the year. The

prospects here are good, and we have assurances of help from our friends

already so successfully working at Buckfastleigh.

Owing to the continual growth of the movement in the district, many
extensions and additions have been carried out. Our friends at Bideford

have opened a new bakery. The Brixham Society has taken over new

premises and opened several new departments. At Buckfastleigh, dairy and

confectionery departments have been introduced, and the new premises are

valuable additions. The Exeter Society's new grocery and provision branch

at South Street amply justify the removal from Sun Street, adding consider-

ably to the bulk of their trade. Exmouth continues to advance ; the new-

bakery opened during the year is a decided success. At Honiton a strong

forward policy has been carried into effect, and new premises secured which

will do much to establish the movement in that part of the country. The

Moretonhampstead premises have been transformed into the most up-to-date

stores in the town. At Ottery St. Mary and Okehampton new bakeries have

been opened, resulting in substantial increase in trade. At Plymouth the

success of the laundry has been so marked that a very large addition of plant

and extension of premises has been necessitated, and at Torquay dairy

fanning has been inaugurated.

We recommend these evidences of success to our delegates, congratulate

the various societies on their achievements, and trust that their progressive

policy may prove an unqualified success.

The societies working under the Co-operative Wholesale Society continue

to receive' our most careful attention. In some cases there are signs of

improvement, and, generally speaking, the district is in a very healthy condi-

tion. There is a very keen desire to go ahead. As members of the committee,



438 Reports of Sections and Districts.

we have to thank the societies for the great help so willingly given upon all

occasions, and express the hope that all the forces that go to make success

may unite in one complete force and still further strengthen the Devon
co-operative life.

The work of the Educational Association deserves our most hearty

support, as does also that of the co-operative guilds. To the Amalgamated
Union of Co-operative Employes we tender our thanks for the efforts of their

association to further the movement, and, with the consistent advocacy of our

principles by the Co-operative News, nothing can daunt the efforts of every

earnest worker.

The following is the financial statement for the year 1912 :-

Receipts.
To Balance in hand and bank last

Report
,, Subscriptions from

—

Ashburton
Axminster
Barnstaple
Bideford
Bovey Tracey
Brixhani
Buckfastleigh
Chudleigh
Colyton
Cornwood
Cullompton
Exeter
Exmouth
Honiton
Ilfracombe
Kingswear
Lee Moor
Moretonhampstead
Newton Abbot
North Tawton
Ottery St. Mary
Okehampton
Paignton
Plymouth Mutual
Plymouth Printers
Plympton
Prinoetown
Sidmouth
South Molton
Tavistock
Teignmouth
Tiverton
Torquay
Torrington

„ Co-operative Union
„ Bank Interest and Dividend . . .

.

£ s. d.

51 8 11

15
8

10

15
15

2
8 5

8 4

15 11

10
11

17
6 13

6
11

1 2

7 7
187 16

16 10

1 11
2

2 12 10
4

8 16 2
18 11

5
1 11 10

£272 6 4

Expenditure. £ s. d.
By Conferences at

—

Paignton 24 10
Tqrrington 36 9
Honiton 28 1

Ottery St. Mary 24 15
Committee Meetings 38 3
Propaganda „ 55 7
Delegate to Congress 6 7 2
Grants to—

Cornwall District Association.. 5 5

Women's Guild 4 4

South-Western Educational
Association 2 2

Secretary 5 5
Treasurer 2 2

Printing, Postage, &c 12 19 11

Bank Commission 3 6
Cash in Bank 25 15 8

Hand 15 OJ

Auditor—
C. W. Uglow.

£272 6 4

E. Truscott, Secretary.
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No. 8.

—

Cornwall.

Executive Committee.

Mr. Jas. Tucker (chairman), St. Austell.

„ R. R. Prynne (secretary), Darite.

„ Jos. R. Toms (treasurer), Liskeard.

„ A. Davey, Pensilva.

Mr. W. J. Lapthom, Plymouth.

„ J. Laundry, Menheniot.

„ R. Pearce, Delabole.

„ S. Richards, St. Columb Road.

Representative of the Central Board : Mr. C. Vaughan.

Four conferences of the association have been held, and have been

attended by representatives of nearly every society in the district except

those few which are not in membership.

The first conference was held at Wadebridge on the 18th of May, 1912.

This was the annual meeting of the association, and was presided over by
Mr. James Tucker (chairman of the executive). It was explained to the

del^ates that the meeting due in March had to be postponed owing to the

railway facilities to Wadebridge being withdrav^Ti during the miners' strike.

The annual report was read and adopted. Mr. Williams (Truro) reported

on the improvement in his society, and Mr. Tyler (St. Breward) vraa welcomed
as the representative and prime mover in founding a new society. The Co-

operative Wholesale Society was thanked for services rendered to the societies

at Truro emd Penzance. The result of the election for executive wew that

the same members were re-elected. Mr. R. R. Pryme read his paper on
" An Argument for District Representation in the South-Westem Section."

The writer pointed out that the effect of the new rules was that the dis-

proportion between the smaller societies and the few larger societies in the

section was so much greater that the smaller societies were practically

disfranchised. He thought if each district voted for their own repre-

sentative the distribution of the seats would be secured, whereas now two

societies had practically the predominant voice over the whole section. He
moved

—

That this conference of societies in the Cornwall District expresses

it« opinion that the representation of the section should be by

districts, and requests the South-Westem Sectional Board to

draw up a scheme to that effect for discussion by each district

during 1912.

This was carried by 13 votes to 3. An appeal was also mad« to delegates to

send representatives to the Co-operative Wholesale 8ooiety*s quuterly

meeting at Newton Abbot.

The second conference was held at Penzance on 17th August, Mr. A. 8.

Bartlett being in the chair. After a report on the question of district repre-

senUtion and attendance at the Co-operative Wholesale 8ooiety*s quarterly

meeting, Mr. J. Marks (Devon District) read Mr. Rae's paper on " The
Co-operative Union and the Unification of its Forces." The discussion

centered mainly on the question of the position of oo^^yperators in r^gsi^ to

political action. Opinion seemed fairly evenly divided, but no rssokition

was submitted.
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The third conference of the association was a sectional conference, and
held at St. Columb Road on 19th October, Mr. R. R. Prynne (Sectional

Board) in the chair. Mr. H. Westbury opened the subject of " The Inter-

national Co-operative AlUance," and Mr. A. Bullock read an exhaustive

paper on " Credit Trading." The discussion was all too short, owing to the

limited time allowed, but all felt that these important subjects had been

dealt with by able hands.

The fourth conference was held at St. Austell on 28th December, Mr.

James Tucker (chairman of executive and of the local society) in the chair

Mr. R. R. Prynne read a specially prepared paper on " The Wholesale and
the Carriage of Goods." The paper called attention to some lack of touch

between the Co-operative Wholesale Society and the societies. He thought

the Co-operative Wholesale Society could make better terms with the railway

companies than could societies, therefore the former should pay carriage of

goods. The practice of sending goods from various quarters and at various

times was a great hindrance to small societies which had taken trouble to

make up an order to get lowest rates. The number of articles reported on

by the depot as being out of stock at time of order was remarkable. The
post ought to be the medium of conveyance wherever possible for small

parcels, being much more convenient than the railway. But the chief

feature of the paper was the suggestion of the writer that the Co-operative

Wholesale Society should supply co-operators direct by post, issuing price

lists and catalogues Hke those of the great advertising houses. He con-

sidered that every society that stocked only Co-operative Wholesale pro-

ductions should have a claim on the Co-operative Wholesale Society to

advertise in its district the articles it stocked side by side with the advertise-

ments of the proprietary articles they had displaced. General regret was
felt that no representative of the Co-operative Wholesale Society was present,

and it was unanimously resolved

—

That the societies in the Cornwall District request the Co-operative

Wholesale Society to pay carriage charges when consigning

goods to societies.

The executive have held five meetings, besides the attendances at

conferences, the extra meeting being caused by the railway troubles at the

beginning of the year. Besides routine work, several special efforts have

been made in other directions. An interview with the committee of Plymouth
Society resulted in the latter agreeing to a much higher subscription to our

funds. It may be added that the conference at Penzance could not have

been arranged unless this additional revenue had been forthcoming.

Endeavours have been made to keep in touch with the societies at Falmouth
and Bodmin, and we are pleased to report a great improvement in the

management of the latter society. The committee are to be congratulated

on the earnest manner in which they have laboured, and the remarkable way
in which they have brought their affairs on the high road to prosperity.

In the beginning of the year some propaganda work was attempted at
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St. Day, but little interest was evinced, and no result can be recorded. The
effort at St. Breward, however, assumed definite shape, and a new society

is roistered there tliis year. It has commenced trading on the orthodox

lines in a cottage, and at present is completing the building of a store, with

prospects of a good society. Anungements were also made for propaganda

work in the St. Austell and Delabole districts, but this properly belongs to

the report for 1913. Much propaganda work remckins to be done in the

county, and, aa in former years, we recommend the Sectional Board to adopt

a more forward policy in this direction. We shall be pleased to draw up a

scheme of such work whenever required, and to co-operato heartily with

them in making such an effort a success.

The following is the financial statement for the year 1912

—

££ 8. d.

5 5

Receipts.
To Balance
„ Societies' Sabscriptions—

Bodmin 10
Darite 12 6
Delabole 8
Liskeard, St. Cleer and Dis-

trict 4 8
Menheniot 1 10
Pensilva 12

Penzance 1 14

Plymouth 26
Roche la

St. Austell 2 18
St. Blazey 1 4

St. Columb Road 1 12
Truro 1 2
Wadebridge 1 15

„ South-Western Section 27 17

, Devon District Association 5 5

„ Plymouth Educational (Committee 2 3

£81 8

Expenditure. £ ». d.

By Conferences—
Wadebridge 8 4 10
Penzance 14 2 8
St. Columb Road 9 1

St. Austell 7 8 11

„ Executive Meetings 16 1 6
„ Delegations 4 1 2
„ Postage and Telegrams 2 7 6
„ Printing 2 18 6
„ Secretary 8 8
„ Treasurer 2 2
„ Cashinband 12 8 8

Audited—
J. Pbyor, P.A.

181 8

R. R. Prynnb, Secretary.

SOUTH-WESTERN SECTION EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATION.

Executive Committee.

Mr. H. Tozer, Exmouth.

„ P. Martin, Tiverton.

„ W. O. Potherbridge, Buokfastloigh.

„ H. Edwards, Twerton-on-Avon.

„ 8. C. Pope, Bristol.

Mr. B. Mimdy (chairman), Exeter.

„ W. Page (hon. treasurer), Weston-

super-Mare.

„ W. White (hon. secretary), Torquay.

„ W. Sargent, Plymouth.

Representative of the Sectional Board : Mr. W. J. Gilbert.

Representative of the Devon Conforonce Asiiociation : Mr. E. R. S. Mundy.

Representative of the Bristol and Somerset Conference Association:

Mr. J. Petherick.

During the past year we have been pleased to notice a revival of interest

in educational matters. Two Somerset societies have beoome aflUiaied to this

association through the educational committee.
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The conference held at Bridgwater in March was a success. The paper

introduced on " The Insurance Question " was keenly discussed, whilst the

attendance was good, although the railway service at the time was limited

owing to the strike.

The annual meeting in July, at Paignton, was of the usual character, and

a large number of delegates attended and closely questioned the various items

contained in the reports.

The subject discussed at the Plymouth conference in October was Mr.

Rae's paper, read at the Portsmouth Congress, and introduced by Mr. W. J,

Gilbert. There was an average number of delegates present from various

parts of the section, and the discussion following the reading of the paper was

instructive.

The fourth conference, held at Bristol, was a great success, a paper,

prepared by Mr. S. C. Pope, being the subject for discussion bearing on the

"Unification of our Forces." There was a large attendance, and the dis-

cussion was keen and of a high standard.

We have been represented at all the important conferences arranged by

the Sectional Board, the Devon and Somerset Conference Associations, and

Women's Guild. Our honorary secretary, as in the previous year, attended a

meeting of the Central Education Committee, being the appointed repre-

sentative. Owing to the lack of funds this association's representation at

these conferences must necessarily be limited, which is to be regretted.

The most cordial relations continue to exist between this association and

the co-operative bodies in the section, and our special thanks are due to the

Devon Conference Association and the Somerset Conference Association for

continued financial assistance.

Our chairman, Mr. B. S. Mundy, found business pressure compelled him

to resign after years of faithful service, and Mr. W. Sargent (Plymouth) has

been elected to that position.

We are grateful to those societies which by their kindness have subscribed

to the fund that enabled us to supplement the prizes of the Union in the re

examination of children's papers. On the whole, there is an upward tendency

in educational matters which is encouraging.

Wm. White, Hon. Secretary.

W. Sargent, Chairman.
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(S) WESTERN SECTION.

The Board has held ten meetings since last Ck>ngre8S, and the

attendances have been as. under:

—

Mr. E. R. Wood 10

Mr. R. R. ChappeU 10

Mr. J. R. Davies ©•

Mr. D. Evans Of

Mr. L. W. Richards 10

Mr. W. H. Bryant 10

* Absent lecturing in place of Mr. Rainsey, who was ill.

t Absent tbrooght important meeting in connection with colliery rescue work.

This being the first meeting of the Board since Congress granted us a

sixth member, the first business was to welcome the new member, Mr. D.

Evans. Mr. Evans suitably responded, and as the work during the past

winter has often taxed our capacity through numerous calls to public

meetings, &c., we have found the services of an extra member most beneficial

in enabling us to meet all demands. -

The following appointments were made at our first meeting :

—

Chairman : Mr. E. R. Wood. Treasurer : Mr. J. R. Daviee.

Secretary : Mr. W. H. Bryant.

Representatives to the

—

UnUed Board Mr. L. W. Richards.

CerUral Educational CommiUet Mr. W. H, Bryant.

District Associations' Executive

—

Gloucester and Hereford Mr. R. R. ChappeU.

Brecon, Monmouth, dk E. Qlamorgan. . . .Mr. J. R. Davies.

Mid-Glamorgan Mr. E. R. Wood.
West Wales Mr. D. Evant.

Following our second Board meeting, on 6th July, we held a joint meeting

with representatives of each district executive and the Sectional Educational

Association to consider, as far as possible, the programme of work to be

attempted, to fix dates and subjects for conferences, &c. This meeting, early

in the Congress year, we find of considerable value, and think does a great

deal to focus attention upon the subjects most desirable to be dealt with ; also

avoiding as far as possible any clashing of dates with other important

HMetings.

Oroanisation.

We are pleased to observe the sustained activities of our four district

associations. They have in each district held their regular executive meetings
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and conferences, as well as a large number of public propagandist meetings,

with a view to strengthening and developing already existing societies.

Further particulars of this phase of our work will be found in the district

reports.

Trade and Extensions.

Generally speaking, all districts show remarkable increases in membership
and trade. Just a few societies are demanding special efforts to recover lost

ground, and, as a Board, we are doing all we possibly can to render assistance

to Ynyshir, Caerau and Maesteg, and Cardiff. Lack of confidence and over-

building are hard matters to fight, but we are distinctly hopeful in every case

that the ultimate result will be all right.

Many societies show great expansion, either by new buildings to meet

increased trade, or by the addition of new departments,

Blaina has opened a magnificent new range of shops on a splendid site at

Risca ; also sales depot at Bournville, Blaina. Senghenydd has also done like-

wise at Abertridwr, Tredegar Society at Rhymney, and Briton Ferry a new
branch at Melyncrythan.

Newport Society has added a butchery department. Swansea and

Blaenavon societies have opened sales depots in outlying districts.

Abersychan, Cinderford, and many other societies have also shown marked
signs of growing trade and necessary additions to buildings.

Cainscross Society is this year celebrating its jubilee, and will shortly

open a fine new central premises.

The continuous growth above referred to has accentuated the cry of the

societies for greater facilities by the Co-operative Wholesale Society, and

impatience has been shown at the non-development of the Old Town Hall

site in Cardiff. This culminated in a stormy outburst at the September

quarterly meeting in Cardiff, when the directors intimated a further delay,

which, upon reconsideration, we are pleased to learn the directors have

reversed and promised that the matter shall at once go forward. We are

pleased, because it has become a somewhat burning question and one which

we feared might have a retarding and damping influence upon our progress

as a movement, especially perhaps in Cardiff itself.

Conferences.

Three conferences have been held since last Congress. The first was held

at Neath, on Saturday, 31st August, and was devoted to (a) ** Educational

Programme," {b) "International Alliance," (c) "Co-operative College."

The matter of the educational work of the Central Committee was fully

introduced by Mr. W. Bryant, and was followed by numerous questions and

remarks by other members of the Board, and the keen interest of the delegates

was maintained throughout. The chief aim, of course, was to stimulate the

societies to a much greater activity in the matters of separate educational

committees, classes, &c. The claims of the International Co-operative Alliance

were put forward by Mr. L. W. Richards, and received a very sympathetic
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hearing. The third subject was, unfortunately, crowded out by time and

train service and had perforce to be postponed.

The second conference was held at Newport on 23rd November, when a

paper was read on. " Some Aspects of the Industrial Unrest from a Co
operative Point of View," written by Mr. D. Lleufer Thomas (Stipendiary

Magistrate, Pontypridd). We were all deeply disappointed that Mr. Thomas'

ill-health prevented his attendance in person, but he had written and handed

his paper to Mr. J. C. Sykes (secretary, Sectional Educational Association)

wlio reatl same. The discussion on this most important subject that followed

was earnest but somewhat discursive, and many of the phases were scarcely

touched, which perhaps cannot be wondered at seeing the multitude of

thoughts and novel suggestions offered by Mr. Thomas in his paper. Adequate

consideration of a paper of this calibre needs much study and accurate

knowledge.

The third conference was devoted to the earnest consideration of Mr.

Rae's Congress paper, and was held at Barry on Saturday, 1st March, 1913.

An attempt had been made, through the United Board, to get the services of

Mr. Rae himself. Unfortunately, we think, this request was refused, as our

societies had specially desired on these important topics to come in touch

with the author personally. However, the task of reading was deputed to

Mr. J. R. Davies, whose style and elocution was most excellent. The ensuing

discussion was animated and somewhat critical of several points, but animated

throughout with the desire to do anything and everything to improve and

strengthen our Union.

The attendance at all the conferences was good, but we much regret to

note the absence of delegates from several large societies that are at least able,

financially, to be well represented. As was said at the third conference, it is

easy to cast a gibe at the weak points of conferences, but we have yet to hear

a suggestion as to what is to take their places if abandoned, and if they are

to be powers for more and more good, we, as a Board, think it is the duty of

every prosperous society to meet and extend the assistance of their experience

to weaker or less informed co-operative brethren.

Overlapping.

We regret that, following the visit of Messrs. Gilbert, Langley, and Wood,
no definite decision was come to in the cases of Blaenavon, Garndiffaith, and

Abersychan. Correspondence with the two last-named societies showed a

disinclination on the part of both to traverse the same ground again,

Abersychan stating they thought the matter dead, and GarndifTaith that they

had no fresh information to furnish and that they considered it would be a

waste of time to go over the same ground again. These letters were considered

by the United Board, which thought them quite unsatisfactory. Meanwhile,

the unco operative conditions continue to exist at Victoria Village and also at

Pontnewynydd.

Complaints were also received from some societies in the West Wales
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district, and also from Treharris against Cwmbach. Mr. J. R. Davies was

deputed to see the parties mentioned, and lie has used his efforts very success-

fully in allaying the little friction that existed.

Choral Festival.

This was held in the Great Central Hall, Newport, on Saturday, 11th

May, and proved the most successful in point of numbers of any of the series

held. The competitions were as follows :

—

Class 1. Mixed. Voices (90 to 120).— (a) Chorus, "Be not afraid"

[Mendelssohn). {h) Part Song, "0, Peaceful Night" [German).

Class 2. Male Voices (40 to 60).—" Martyrs of the Arena " [Dc Kille).

Class 3. Juvenile Choir (40 to 60).
—" Whispering Winds " [Labhett).

Class 4. Quartette.—"Good Night, Beloved" [Pinsuti).

The adjudicator was Dr. Coleridge Taylor, whose premature decease

since we deeply deplore, Mr. J. R. Davies acted as conductor of the

proceedings.

No less than seven choirs competed in Class 1 for the Union Shield :

Blaina, Abertillery, Ton, Gloucester, Newport, Abersychan, and Blaenavon.

Gloucester was again placed first and so retains the shield for the year,

Abersychan gaining second place. A very small difference separated all the

choirs from each other. The singing of all was of a high order, and drew
very favourable comparisons from the adjudicator in relation to other

competitive festivals.

The male voice contest was for a small money prize and the Section

Shield. Four parties sang and a keen competition ensued. Skewen was

placed first, and Ton second, Abertillery and Blaenavon being placed third

and fourth.

There was a falling off in the number of juvenile competing choirs, only

two singing, the first prize going to Senghenydd.

The attendance and interest shown was certainly a record,- and we hope

the development of this side of our movement will continue to the great

advantage of the societies and choristers alike.

General.

We have to regret that some societies show an increased amount owing

for goods by their members, but no doubt this has been partially the effect of

the coal trade stoppage.

We have to thank most sincerely those societies that have entertained our

conferences so hospitably, and all who have worked during the year to

supplement our efforts.

E. R. Wood, Chairman.

W. H. Bryant, Secretary.
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REPORTS OF THE DISTRICT ASSOCUTIONS.

No. 1.

—

Gloucester and Hereford.

Executive Committee.

Mr. A. E. Price (chairman), Stroud. Mr. J. Blackwell, Gloucester.

„ G. Gooding (treasurer), Hereford. „ M. Perkins. Ginderford.

„ R. R. Chappell (sec), Gloucester. „ Jones, Kemble.

„ T. Miles, Cainscross. „ A. Merrett, Lydney.

„ A. B. Beverstock, Bream.
j

In again presenting to you the annual report of our district association

we have great satisfaction in knowing that through the prosperity in trade

throughout this district, as a consequence, our various societies have, in a

large measure showed a large increase in trade, which is very gratifying and
encouraging to those who have the interests of co-operation at heart.

We cannot report the starting of any new society ; our aim is to con-

solidate and, if possible, induce societies to open up branches. We are

pleased to say Ginderford has opened a new branch at Littledean, and the

result has been very successful. Cainscross this year is celebrating its jubilee,

and is building new premises which will be a landmark in the district in

favour of co-operation. One thing we commend in them—they are always
anxious and ready to push co-operation into districts in their immediate
neighbourhood. Gloucester and Stroud are each extending their premises to

meet increasing trade.

The co-operative classes in this district are not taken up as we should

like to see them. Classes for the juniors are held at Gloucester and Kemble,
and a salesman's class, under the direction of the Sectional Board, is held at

Gloucester, and is the only one in the section. A junior guild has also been
started at Gloucester.

Our quarterly conferences have been held as usual, and we have also had
eight public meetings and entertainments in different parts of the district to

strengthen the various societies.

Our first conference was held at Stroud, Mr. Perkins in the chair. The
paper for discussion was Mr. E. Jackson's " Matters of Moment," which was
read by Mr. Jackson. The writer, in his paper, deals with various reforms

he thinks are necessary in the movement. The paper led to a very interesting

discussion, such as the linking up of small societies and extension of the

productive side of the mcvement ; some thought we were too fashionable «n

our methods and forgot the ideals of the movement.
The second conference was held at Pillowell, Mr. A. E. Price (Stroud),

the newly elected president of the association, in the chair. Mr. Rae's

Congress paper, "The Go-operative Union and the Unification of its Forces,"

was read by Mr. R. R. Chappell (Western Section). A very interesting dis-

cussion ensued, and a resolution was carried to the effect that the conference

welcomes Mr. Rae's paper as an able contribution to the present outlook of

the movement, and asked that the Union be requested to let Mr. Rae come
down to this district and give more information on the paper.
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The third conference was held at Hereford, Mr. Price in the chair. The
subject for discussion was Mr. Wood's paper on "Reserve Funds and

Depreciation," which was introduced by Mr. Gooding (Hereford). The
discussion was very instructive, most of the speakers agreeing that the two

things are essential for the safe foundation of a society.

The fourth conference was held at Cinderford, Mr. Price in the chair.

Mr. Openshaw's Inaugural Address was introduced by Mr. Chappell. The
discussion was good ; each of the speakers were able to take up a different

point, and the general opinion was with Mr. Openshaw on many points, and

they thought it was one of the best addresses that had been given at our

Congresses. At our election of officers Mr. A. E. Price (Stroud) was elected

president of the association.

We have held meetings at Newent, Kemble, Cirencester, Pillowell, South

Cerney, Hereford, Lydbrook, and Bream.

At present there is no society at Newent, but we are in hopes that

Gloucester will open a branch there.

One pleasing feature at our Cirencester meeting was the help we received

from the Gloucester Women's Guild. They went there and gave a tableau

representing co-operative productions. Mr. Blackwell, one of our committee,

acted as showman. We give them our hearty thanks for their voluntary effort.

South Cerney is a place we had not visited before, and we are informed

that our efforts were very successful in helping to strengthen the society.

We were represented at the opening of the new branch at Littledean, and

took part in the evening meeting.

The Western Sectional meeting of the women's guild was held at

Cheltenham, and we were represented by Messrs. Davies and Blackwell.

The Women's Co-operative Guild also celebrated their coming of age, and

Mr. Miles (Cainscross) represented us at the gathering.

We thank those societies which have so ably supported our association, as

the testimony given by many societies show we are a great help to them in

strengthening their position.

The Western Sectional Board has been represented at all our conferences

and meetings by Mr. R. R. Chappell.

In conclusion, we wish to thank those societies under whose auspices our

conferences have been held, dnd for providing the members and delegates with

tea at the close of the meetings.

The following is the financial statement for the year 1912.

Receipts. & s. d.

To Balance brought forward 12 9 8

,, Co-operative Union—for Pay-
ment of Executive to Confer-
ences and Committee Meetings 18 18 11

,, Subscriptions from Societies .... 44 5 10

Audited—
8. T. Davirs.

£75 14 5

Expenditure. SL s. d.

By Conferences, Committee, and
Executive Meetings 36 17 9

,, Public and Propaganda Meetings 26 7 10

,, Delegations 1 8

„ Printing and Postage 4 19 6

„ Secretary 2

,, Treasurer 1

„ Auditor 5

,, Balance in Treasurer's hands ..314
£75 14 5

R. R. Chappell, Secretary.
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No, 2.

—

Brecon, Monmouth, and East Glamorgan.

Executive Committee.

Mr. G. Hopkins (chairman), Tredegar.

„ T. Protheroe (vice-chairman), Aber-

dare.

„ J. Cowling (treasurer), Newport.

„ Jno. Evans (secretary), Tredegar.

Mr. C. J. James (auditor), Treharris.

„ S. Godfrey, Blaenavon.

„ T. P. Davies, Nantyglo.

„ E. Williams, Ynysybwl.

„ I. Dawson, Cardiff.

The executive committee have much pleasure in submitting for your

consideration and approval the report and balance sheet for the year 1912.

At the commencement of the year a heavy cloud hung over the industrial

world. The coal crisis had assumed tremendous proportions, the outcome of

which was a national cessation of work in the coalfields. The effects of this

on all industries were very far-reaching, and many social and industrial

organisations were shaken to the foundations. Through it all, how-

ever, it is very gratifying to report that the co-operative movement in

this district was unshaken, and the severe test that it was subjected to has

only served to strengthen its roots and to prove, as perhaps in no other way
it could do, the effectiveness of co-operation in such industrial upheavals.

All societies have survived it without any appreciable ill-effects. They were

able to supply members with food, and what is more, were able to do much to

relieve the suffering and distress of those unprovided for. The strike has

undoubtedly emphasised one fact—that co-operators, as a result of their almost

unconscious thrift, are better able to stand the test when any untoward

circumstance is thrust upon the community.

The financial state of our association continues to be most satisfactory.

The association continues to receive the support and co-operation of well nigh

all the societies in the district, and the conferences held were all excellently

attended. The papers read at these conference were of an exceptionally high

order, the subjects for discussion being wide in their range and dealing with

many aspects of our movement.

All societies report satisfactory progress, in spite of the general set-back

caused by the strike. The introduction of " weekly pays " caused a temporary

diminution in the sales in some districts, but the loss was soon recovered.

Branches have been opened by the Aberdare Society at Gadlys ; Blaina Society

at Bournville ; Senghenydd Society at Abertridwr ; and by the Blaenavon

Society ; also butchery and caf^ at Newport.

Six executive meetings and four conferences were held during the year.

The annual conference was held on Saturday, 27th April, at the

Co operative Hall, Abersychan. The report and balance sheet of the year

1911 were submitted and eventually adopted. Satisfaction was expressed at

the general progress made. The officers were elected for the ensuing year.

In the evening a public meeting was held at the Co-operative Hall, under the

presidency of Councillor W. Blackmore. Meatn. I. Davies (BUenavon) and

J. R. Davieit (Swansea) gave excellent addreues on the advantages and

—
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benefits to be derived from co-operation. During the evening the Abersychan

Co-operative Choir gave some interesting selections under the able conductor-

ship of Mr. W. H. Barry.

A second conference was held at Blackwood, on 20tli July, 1912, under the

auspices of the Tredegar Society. In addition to delegates from all societies

in the district, the Co-operative Wholesale Society and Western Sectional

Board were also represented. The Chairman (Mr. G. Hopkins) expressed his

appreciation of the honour the association had conferred upon him in electing;

him as their chairman for the year. A vote of congratulation was passed to

Mr. J, Cowling (treasurer of the association, and president of the Newpoi-t

Society) on the honour that had been conferred upon him in being appointed a

magistrate for the borough of Newport. Mr, T. P. Davies (Blaina) gave an

excellent report of the Congress held at Portsmouth. A notable feature of

this conference was a paper read by Mr. T. Gibbs (Blackwood) on " The Faith

of the Workingman on the Committee." In the course of his address Mr.

Gibbs laid down the following as being the fundamentals of the working

faith of a committee-man :—He should hold a true conception of the meaning

of life ; he should be prepared to accept the wishes of the majority ; he

should possess a readiness to be guided by the expert in the expert's own
sphere, and, as far as possible, he should test the pretentions of the system

he has embraced by scientific methods. The paper was highly appreciated,

and, judging from the discussion which followed, it succeeded in emphasing

a new conception of the duty of a committee-man and of the attitude he should

take up in relation to the society on the committee of which he serves.

The third conference was held on Saturday, 12th October, at the

Memorial Hall, Aberdare. Mr. G. Prothero (president, Aberdare Society)

took the chair at the preliminary proceedings, when informal discussions on

" Credit Trading " and " Co-operative Insurance " were introduced by Mr.

J. R. Davies (Swansea) and Mr. Evans (Ebbw Vale) respectively. At the

conference proper, Mr. G. Hopkins presided. Mr. D. Davies (Aberaman)

read a paper on the subject "Should Co-operation be Competitive?" Mr.

Davies remarked that the subject would seem to be utterly paradoxical, for

the terms co-operation and competition could not possibly be reconciled from

a theoretical point of view. In actual practice, however, in view of the

increase of multiple shops, trading syndicates, trusts, and combines, there

might be a danger of co-operative societies departing from the lofty ideal of

the early pioneers and trying to emulate the whirlwind methods and

questionable tactics of the above-mentioned trading organisations. The reader

thought it would be a retrogression to embrace the principle of competition,

because they were ultra vires to the spirit of the co-operative movement.

Moreover, they would inevitably tend towards lowering the standard of

morality in business. The eventual result would be that retail societies, in

their struggle to maintain high dividends, would seek to support private firms

that encouraged the sweating system at the expense of relaxing their loyalty

to the Co-operative Wholesale Society and disregarding their moral obligations
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to suppoH the productive societies. The paper was highly appreciated, and

led to a discussion in which a large number of delegates took part.

The fourth conference was held on Saturday, 25th January, 1913, at

Ebbw Vale, under the auspices of the Ebbw Vale Co-operative Society. At
this conference an excellent paper was read by Mr. Dd. Evans (Western

Sectional Board) on "The Minimum Wage." The writer said the agitation

for a living wage was as old as the world, and through the world's history

there were records of the struggles of the poor to obtain adequate and reason-

able means of subsistence in exchange for their labour. At different periods

there were different methods. Back in the Middle Ages there were guilds,

whose objects were undoubtedly to secure the workman payment commensurate
with his labours. Trade unions were at present considered desirable and

essential, and, as a result of the experience of the past century, the principle

of a living wage had fructified and men of all shades of opinion agreed that

a living wage was reasonable and just. A living wage was a line below which

subsistence was impossible, and a minimum wage was the result of ascertained

data as to what an industry could afford to pay. It was not fair to base wages

on efficiency wholly ; a standard of efficiency could only be arrived at by

comparisons, and, in all cases, the staff would be judged and measured by
the degree of efficiency displayed by the best and most capable of the firm.

It would be admitted that all could not be best men, and to be judged in

accordance with that standard was not fair. The minimum scale was far

below that standard, and the measure of efficiency should have a fair relation

to the minimum agreed. A minimum wage also should include minimum
hours. Co-operation differed from ordinary commercialism in that the latter

existed to make profits, while the former existed to serve the community.

Possibly they might find it difficult at times to meet their members with a

reduced dividend, but as leaders in the movement they should endeavour to

educate their members in the principles of equity, justice, and humanity, and

be prepared to sacrifice something for the principles which they professed to

believe. The paper was an excellent one, in literary style and the manner in

which it was delivered as much as in subject matter. Appreciatory remarks

were made by a large number of the delegates present, and the discussion

which followed was of an exceptionally high order. It revealed great

intelligence on the part of the delegates and their keen interest in the question

in its relation to co-operation. Co-operation, it was remarked, had not to

compete with every form of sweated labour, but to produce a good article for

fair value, and a standard wage should be the first charge upon industry.

The cooperative appeal should bo more on the ethical than the commercial

side, and the acceptance by the co-operative movement of the principle of the

minimum wage should meet with a hearty response by the nation.

The committee again extend their best thanks to all those societies that

have entertained the delegates at the various conferences, and for their

assistance in holding public meetings.
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The following is the financial statement for the year 1912 :—
Receipts. £ s. d.

To Balance -March. 1911 62 7 9
„ Societies' Contributions :—

Aberdare 2 10 10
Abergavenny 9 8
Blaenavon 4 2 5

Expenditure. £ s. d.
By Executive Meeting at Newport . . 14 8 4

„ Conference—
Abersychan 8 11 7
Blackwood 7 9 1

Aberdare 8 11 2
Blaina- 19 19 9 Ebbw Vale R ir k

Cwrab
Cwmt

ran and Pontnewydd 8 8
illery 2 15 5
is 2 3 9
Vale . 3 9 2

„ Delegate Expens
„ Printing, Postag
„ Audit Expenses
„ Sundry Payment
„ Officers' Salaries
Cash in hand 13

estoCongress.&c 7 14 6
e, «S:c 6 16 3

Dowla
Ebbw

1 8
s 2 5

Garnd iffaith 12 8
rarlnfVi n Ifi

, &c 13 5
Llanb fVi Mai-/>>i 1Q1Q AR Q n

Merthyr 14

Newport.. 7 7 11

New Tredegar 2 5

Audited—
C. J. James.

Penarth , 2 7
Sengenhydd 2 2 4

Trecynon 17 11

Tredegar 3 10
Treharris 1 13 8
Troedyrhiw 1 10

Ynysybwl . . . 3 2 10

Western Sfiptinn . 12 13 1

jei21 2 5 JEI21 2 5

John Evans, Secretary.

No. 3.—West Wales.

Executive Committee.

Mr. lestyn Williams (chairman), Am- Mr. Matt. Hy. Jones (auditor), Briton

manford. Ferry.

„ E. Hopkins (vice-chairman), Pont- „ D. Davics, Briton Ferry.

ardulais. „ Tom Stroud, Resolven.

„ SI. Rees (treasurer), Swansea. „ John Eager, Burry Port.

„ SI. Jones (secretary), Skewen. „ Thos. Harries, Pontardawe.

Representative from Western Sectional Board : Mr. David Evans, Tredegar.

During the year five conferences have been held as follows, and the

executive committee met at intervals to deal with matters arising between the

conferences which required immediate attention :—

Date. Place. Subject for Discussion. Introduced by.

1912.

4th May. . .

.

Ammanford .. Comparison of prices of commodities
since 1898.

Mr. Allen, Manager of

Ammanford Society.

15th June .

.

Swansea Work and Functions of the Educa-
tional Association.

Mr. Theo. Evans, Presi-
dent of the Western
Section Educational
Association.

27th July .

.

Swansea To consider the advisability of ap-
proaching the C.W.S. as to
opening a Dep6t at Swansea.

2l8t Sept. .

.

Cwmtwrch Credit Mr. W. D. Owen, Secre-
tary, Lower Cwm-
twrch Society,

21 St Dec. .. Swansea Minimum W^age .
. _ _ Mr. D. Evans, Western

Sectional Board.
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These conferences were well attended by representatives from societies

within the district, and the subjects under discussion were closely followed,

many taking part in the deliberations.

The annual meeting was held at Swansea on the 15th June, at which the

executive officers and members were elected, the result being as above. An
interesting report of the Plymouth Congress was submitted by Mr. Samuel

Jones.

Special reference should be made to the conference held at Swansea on

the 27th July, as the subject for consideration may appear rather unusual for

an educational body to take up. This conference was specially called at the

request of a number of societies in the district which considered the associa-

tion the best medium for convening such a meeting. The question was fully

discussed, and ultimately it was decided to defer the matter pending the

decision of the Co-operative Wholesale Society directors, which waa expected

very shortly, as to the old Town Hall, Cardiff.

During the winter a good deal of propaganda work has been done by the

various societies, assisted by the association, and a series of meetings were

held at the following places, for which the services of the Rev. Herbert

Dunnico (Liverpool) and the Rev. Geoffrey Ramsay (Bath) had been arranged :

Date. Place. Speaker.

7th September

2lBt October

Mr Thomas Goodwin, Manager C.W.8. Bank.

Pontardawc Rev- H. Dunnico.

22nd October Qwauncaegarwen Rev . H. Dunnico.

28rd October Skewen Rev U. Dunnico.

6th November ResolTen Messrs. J. Rhvs Davies and 81. Rees.

Mr. David Williams, Mayor of Swansea.

J. Rbjs Davies. .7th November PontaidulaiB Mr.

As mentioned above, the Rev. Geoffrey Ramsay was to have addressed

the last three meetings, but, unfortunately, he was at the last moment unable

to do so, and, as an association, we are very much indebted to Meurs. Dd.

Williams, J. Rhys Davies, and SI. Rees for consenting to take these meetings

at so short a notice. These meetings were very well attended and have had

a very good effect.

The meeting held on the 7th September and which was addressed by
Mr. Thomas Goodwin, was exceptionally well attended, and has been the

direct means of influencing the remaining societies in the district to do their

banking through the Co operative Wholesale Society Bank.

In the autumn a class for employ&i was formed—Swansea being the locale

—

but unfortunately had to be disbanded. Next autumn it is hoped better

saccesa will follow.
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Questions of overlapping have arisen within our area, and the societies

affected have been visited by representatives from the Western Sectional

Board and District Association, and suggestions as to amalgamation were

made which were considered to be the best means of getting over the difficulty,

and it is pleasant to record that the representatives who visited these societies

had a most courteous reception which augurs well for co-operation and for

the development of the scheme put forward by the late Mr. Gray.

As an association we have not as yet succeeded in getting all the societies

in our district to join, but we are pleased to report that the following have

been admitted during the year, viz., Ystalyfera and Craigcefnparc,

We again tender our best thanks to those societies which have during the

year invited the conference and for the assistance given in the holding of

meetings.

The following is the financial statement for the year 1912 :

—

£ s. d. \ Expenditure. ;£ s. d
By Conferences 15 3 lOi

,, Executive Meetings G 4 4

,, Rail Pare and Expenses of
Representatives to Congress .

.

3 10

„ Postages 2 3 7
,, Printing and Stationery G 10 6
„ Delegation to Cardiff Educational

Committees .")

,, Lower Cwmtwrch 2

,, Ammanford
„ Treboeth 4 4
„ Clydach 5 6
,, Pontyberem 1 4 4

,, Craigcefnparc G
,, Gwauncaegurwen 1 3 9
„ Burry Port 1

,, Resolven 5 9
,, Donations to

—

Pembroke Dock Society Oil 2
Gwauncaegurwen Society 10 8

„ Speakers at Publif^. Meetings 9 11 6
„ Use of Rooms 1 10
„ Rail Fares and Expenses re Audit 8 «
,, Balance 17 18 SJ

Receipts. £ s. d.

To Balance 31st December, 1912 .... 33 3 5

,, Societies' Subscriptions:

—

Cwmbwrla 2 9 3
Abercrave 4 7
Briton Ferry 4 9 11

Ystalyfera 12 U
Resolven 1 13
Pontardawe 4

Cwmllynfell
Craigcefnparc
Trimsaran
Pontardulais 1

Swansea 3
Ammanford 2
Burry Port 2
Swansea Printers 1

Neath Abbey and Skewen .... 2
Co-operative Union 17

Audited—
Matt. Hv. Jones.

5 G
1 10

£76 7 U £76 7 11

Samuel Jones, Secretarv

No. 4.

—

Mid-Glamorgan.

Executive Committee.

Mr. J. M. Jenkins (president), Pontrhy-

dyfen.

„ E. J. King (treasurer), Ponty-

cymmer.

„ D. J. Jones (secretary), Cymmer.

Mr. J. Jones (vice-president). Ton.

„ T. Ayton Jones, Mid-Rhondda.

„ M. L. Thomas, Penygraig.

„ T. T. Millman, Caerau.

,, R. L. King, Nantymoel.
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During Congress year the following conferences have been held :

—

Society. Sabjeot. Introduced by.

Pontycymmer .. The future of Co-operative Produc-
tions, and how to develop it.

^Ir. J. Richards, Tondu.

Blaengwynfi Nominations of Relatives m. U. L. Thomas,
Penygraig.

Nantymoel The Co-operative Union and the
Unification of its Forces.

Mr. E. R. Wood, Ton
(Western Sectional
Board Member).

The progress made by societies up to the present has been very satis-

factory indeed. The Nantymoel Society has opened a branch store at Ogmore
Vale. The building, which is erected on the main road, reflects great credit

to the taste of the committee. The structure, from an architectural stand-

point, is a magnificent monument for the co-operative movement in the

Ogmore Valley. The Mid-Rhondda Society has opened a branch stores at

Trealaw, and the Cymmer Society is building a central stores, at a cost of

£3,500, to meet the demands of an increased trade. The building is almost

completed, and much praise is due to the committee for putting up such a

magnificent building. With those indications co-operation, from its com-

mercial standpoint, is making rapid strides within the area of the above

association.

The whole of the conferences have been well attended, and their

educational and practical value cannot be adequately measured. The dis-

cussions on the various papers indicated that the delegates attending the

conferences were devoted students of co-operation, from its ethical and
practical standpoints.

The propaganda work for the year was very sound and inspiring. Mr. J.

Pointer, M.P., and Mrs. Bruce Glasier, B.A., toured the area of the associa-

tion and delivered excellent addresses. The fundamentals of co-operation

were put so clearly to the people that many who had been antagonists to the

movement were converted, and became members of the immediate neigh-

bouring societies. The members of the Western Sectional Board have also

done some good "spade" work for co-operation within our area.

Mr. J. T. Rees (Ton) and Mr. T. Ayton Jones (Mid Rhondda) addresswi

« meeting at Pontrhydyfen. We are pleased to state that the seed sown there

has bijrne fruit. We are also glad to report that there are book-keeping and
children's classes connected with some societies, and many of the students

have gained certificates.

The executive council would again like to emphasise that societies which
have not up to date created educational committees should do so as soon aa

possible. A society without an educational committee to zealously guard the
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educational work in co-operation cannot hope to be a permanent success. It

may attain commercial success for a period in its history, but without

strenuously keeping the ideals and aspirations of a noble movement con-

tinuously before the minds of the people, success of a real and permanent

nature cannot be expected. A society without an educational committee is

like a body without life.

The executive council again begs to thank the societies for their

substantial support in the past, and hopes that the same spirit which welded

us in years gone by will continue to band us with a stronger unity, that we
may say in the words of the old proverb, " Unity is Strength."

The following is the financial statement for the year 1912 :

—

Receipts. £ s. d.

To Cash in hand, 1911 33 10 lOJ
,, Aberavon gociety 15

,, Abergwynfl Society 1

,, Blaengarw Society 1 6 8

„ Bryn Society 8 9
,, Cymmer Society 1 13 1

, , Caerau Society 2 10

,, Glyncorrwg Society 12 G

,, Mid-hhondda Society 3 18 4

,, Nantymoel Society 5 4 9

,, Penygraig Society 3 10

,, Pontycymmer Society 4 4

„ Taibach Society \ 5 1

„ Ton Society 6 5 4

,, Ynyshir and Wattstown Society.. 1 16

,, Per Mr. J. R. Davies, Western
Sectional Board 18 11 2

£86 6

Expenditure. £ s. d.
By Delegates' Train Fares to Con-

fererices 8 18 4

,, Executive Members' Train Pares
and Fees 11 13 4

,, Postage and Telegrams 1 13

,, Propaganda Speakers 14 14 1

„ Printing and Hire of Halls 7 14 9

,, Delegation to Western Education
Sectional Conferences 3 4 9

,, Secretary's Salary 3
„ Cash in hand, 1912 40 8 3*

Audited —
J. T. Rees.

£86 6 6i

D. J. Jones, Secretary.

WESTERN SECTION EDUCATION ASSOCIATION.

Executive Committee.

Mr. H. Edwards, Treharris.

J. Jones, Ton.

A. Williams, Gloucester.

Mr. T. Evans (chairman), Blaina.

„ A. J. Brice (hon. treasurer), Llan-
bradach.

„ J. C. Sykes (hon. sec), Cardiff.

Representative of the Central Board, Mr. Wm. Bryant.

Representative of the West Wales District Association, Mr. S. Jones.

Representative of the Mid-Glamorgan District Association, Mr. D. J. Jones.

We are commencing our third year's work. During the brief period we

have been in existence it is pleasing to note there has been a marked increase

in educational efforts on the part of several of the societies in the section
;

yet,

in spite of this improvement, the statistics we have been able to obtain show

that whilst the majority of the societies are in a flourishing condition, from

a commercial standpoint, yet our rate of progress, from an educational point of
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view, is, if anything, on the slow side. The information to hand proves that

there is an urgent need for a more progressive educational policy to be pursued

in our section. There is need for more classes in " Co-operation " and other

allied subjects, and greater advantage should be taken of co-operative

literature.

Two conferences have been held during this year under the joint auspices

of your Educational Association and the Brecon, Monmouth, and East

Glamorgan, and West Wales District Associations. At both conferences

interesting and educative papers were read, at the first by Mr. J. C. Sykes

(Cardiff), and at the second by Mr. T. Evans (chairman of the Educational

Association). Consequent on the success of these conferences, it was decided

to form classes in " Salesmanship " for co-operative employes. The said

conferences afforded this association an opportunity of allaying the fears of

many ardent co-operators that the work undertaken by this association was

overlapping the work of the district associations in educational matters, with

a most successful result.

As a result of the propaganda work of the association classes in

" Salesmanship," at three centres, have been commenced.

It is intended, as soon as the funds of the association permit, to send

deputations to wait on societies with a view of forming classes for members

and to undertake active propaganda work, &c.

Membership.

The following is a list of the societies that are already associated with

us, and we hope that this number will be considerably increased within the

very near future :—Abergavenny, Ammanford, Blaina, Blaenavon, Cardiff,

Cardiff (Cathays Branch) Women's Guild, Cwmbwrla, Cymmer, Ebbw Vale,

Gloucester, Llanbradach, Llanelly, Penygraig, Pontardulais, Treharris, Ton,

Senghenydd, and Ynysybwl.

We have been able to advise societies as to the method of procedure in

educational work, and have provided them with speakers, &c. Whilst the

work of the association has not been as b»'neficial as we should like, owing to

lack of financial support, yet we feel that with better recognition from the

societies in the section the work will not be so restricted as it has been. We
look forward to the coming year, because we feel that brighter and better

|iri.iri«'i-«K are in ninr- fi>i- I. Ml- «»iii..f I'l.o

T. EvAMS, Chairman.

J. C. Sykes, Hon. Secretarv.
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DISCUSSION ON THE REPORT.

The first paragraph to evoke discu.s.sion was that dealing with

AGRICULTURAL SUPPLY AND DISTRIBUTION.

(See Report 7, page 70.)

Mr. J, J. WoRLEY (Plymouth Printers) referring to the Board's state-

ment, " A closer alliance of the two movements should be aimed at, as it would
undoubtedly be of mutual advantage," said this was one of the most vital

questions arising in the report, and "he was specially interested in the

imragraph appealing for the two movements. He ventured to say that

there was no wider and more hopeful sphere for the application of the principles

of co-operation than in the sphere of agriculture. The method likely to

bring about the successful application of the principle was that outUned in

tlie report and particularly in the appendix, which based co-operation upon
the agriculturist as the limit of the organisation so far as distribution went
with the connecting link in our own movement. He felt that the distribu-

tive movement could do much to foster the agricultural movement and the

Agricultural Organisation Society in the good work they were doing, and
if they wanted to do anything to help the small holders, it could only be

done through the application of co-operative prmciple to small holdings.

Here came in the work that could be done by the distributive store. He
specially commended the Derby Society upon the work it was doing to

encourage agriculture, and he trusted other societies would give the matter

the same attention.

COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION.
(See Report 19, page 80.)

Mr. R. J. Davies (Manchester and Salford) congratulated the Educa-
tion C<immittee on the report submitted ; but he called attention to the

falling-off in the number of classes. He could not but remark that there

was not the cohesion he would like to see between committees of manage-
ment and educational committees. There were management cormnittees

who paid the contributions to the Co-operative Union which were partly

spent in educating the employes, but very often employes who held certi-

cates did not get the positions they qualified themselves for. In the

Warrington Society, on the previous Saturday, 130 strike notices had been

handed in. There were four men behind the counters of that society,

trained by the committee of education, who possessed the certificates of

the Union, and there was a vacancy to wliich the branch managers equipped

looked forward

A Delegate (rising) : On a point of order ! Is it in order for any
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delegate to make remarks upon or to discuss the committee of management

of a society without that committee having its representatives present ?

Is it in order to prejudice a case still under discussion in the society ?

The Prksident : It would be better if delegates would confine their

attention to matters contained in the report.

Mr. Davies (continuing) said he would fall in with the suggestion of

the chairman and content himself with suggesting that there should be more

cohesion Ix'tween the people who educated the employes and the people

who had jobs to give in the movement. They should have a system such

as that which obtained in the General Post Office and other civil service

departments, but, having made that suggestion, he congratulated the com-

mittee on the report.

Mr. J. T. Hanby (Horbury) supported the contention of Mr. Davies.

He urged that the committees of management should pay fees and

encourage employes to go in for those examinations. It had been of great

benefit to the employes who had been able to go through their courses of

lectures and education, and it was a shame that the committees did not

take the certificates of the Union more into consideration when making

appointments. They should take it to be a special duty that employes,

having gone into these subjects, should be given a chance in their societies,

and he would suggest that the delegates should go home and endeavour to

get their committees to give the positions in thefr societies to their own
employes.

Mr. A. W. Roberts (Pendleton) pointed out that, although the

movement gave fewer hours to employes than were given by those in private

places the employes were not able to give the hours to study that were

required. He suggested that co-operative societies should do what good

employers were doing in the private trade, and let the juniors have half-time

off working hours for the purposes of study.

Mr. G. C. KiNOSCOTT (Twerton-on-Avon) supported Mr. Roberta in

his pica for the employes to l>e granted time for e<lucati<>nal studies. He
regarded it as useless to expect that men, after doing a full day's work, should

lie able to give time to study in the manner in which it should be given.

The committee should consider a further graduat«Hl scheme of study.

At a nMH)ting he had attendtxl before the Congross he had tried to ascertain

why study had been given up, and the reason given was that too much was

expected from the students in one st^sion. He 8Ugge8t«*d, therefore^, that

the Central ('ommittee should give a graduated form of examination, and

that the certificates should Ihj given in olemcnt^iry, intermediate, and advanced

st-ages. Ho doubted if we were devoting enough money to the educational

work of the movement in proportion to the amount of protits.

Mr. T. FoHMYTH (Eccles) suggost^Hl that the Education ('onunitteo

should give some consideration Ut the work of the local educational et»m-

mittees, and he expreswHl the fear tliat much money was lioing sptMit in the

name of education that was not educatitm in the real wMise of the word.
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It appeared to him that the Congress was the echoing chamber of the move-
ment, and in view of the competition of the multiple shop and the approach

of the trust and combines referred to in the President's address, he expressed

the hope that the movement would do something in the way of paying more
attention to the committees at home. If these educational conunittees

were able to say that they had increased the purchasing power of the

co-operators, or that they had brought in so many new members, it would
always have been something ; but they wanted greater propagandist work,

because they were living in an age of advertising. They had to hit the

British public right in the eye with co-operation, so-to-speak, and if the

movement hit the public right, they would come in. He feared that there

was too much talk by co-operators inside the movement, and too little talk

by co-operators, about co-operation, outside the movement.
Mr. W. Weir (Glasgow^ and Suburbs Conference) said he agreed with

most of what the previous speaker had said. He suggested that a scheme

should be introduced for the education of boards of management and
educational committees. Boards of management had need of enlightenment,

which they ought to have. He suggested to the Central Education Com-
mittee that in the next programme there should be some scheme for the

education of general committees and educational committees.

The President then suggested that the discussion on the Report of

the Central Education Committee should be resumed when the delegates

reassembled after luncheon.

The General Secretary then made several announcements. He
said the following amendment to the resolution sent in by the Cambridge
and Manchester and Salford Societies had been received :

—

That this Congress, whilst approving of concerted action with trade

unions and other organised bodies for raising the status of

labour, cannot sanction union with the political Labour Party ;

and that the Central Board be instructed to strictly maintain

the neutrality of the movement in respect of party politics,

so that political dissension in our ranks may be avoided.

There was also the following resolution from the St. Helens Society

on the question of the minimum wage :

—

That this Congress believes that the best way to deal with the

minimum wage question is by legislation, and urges upon
the Government to introduce a Bill at an early date to bring

about a national minimum wage.

Then a resolution had also been submitted by the Joint Parliamentary

Committee dealing with the Industrial and Provident Societies (Amendment)
Bill, as follows :

—

That this Congress expresses its satisfaction that the Industrial

and Provident Societies (Amendment) Bill has once more
been introduced into Parliament, and accepts the assuranco

of His Majesty's Government that it shall be j)assed through
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all its stages during the present session—a course which, in

view of the House of Lords' decision re nominations, is

imperatively necessary in the interests of the co-operative

movement.
Before this could be brought forward, however, it would require the

sanction of Congress, as it had not been sent in in proper order The Indus-

trial and Provident Bill had once more bc^en introduced into Parliament,

and there were hop>es that it would become law before very long.

Mr. W. R. Rak moved that Congress readily agree to the admission

of the resolution from the Joint I'arliamentary Committee.

This was seconded and agreed to by the Congress with a unanimous
" aye."

The Congress then adjourned for luncheon.

FIRST DAY OF CONGRESS,

AFTERNOON SITTING.

The delegates having reassembled after lunch, the discussion on the

report of the Central Education Committee was continued.

Mr. C. F. W. Baker (Woolwich) said that in the resolution it was

suggested that Congress should urge the Central Education Committee to

press forward the utilisation of Holyoako House as a centre of co-operative

instruction and inspiration. He would like to know if the Central Education

Committee had any scheme in mind with the object of carrying out this

portion of the resolution.

Mr. J. Sharples (Blackburn) said he desired to draw attention to the

paragraph in the report relative to students in correspondence classes,

because he thought it emphasised the difficulties which were felt locally in

arranging for suitable teachers for classes which might be formed to meet

the needs of students who were eager to join. He would also like to know
if the Central Education Committ<»o had formed any opinion as to the

desirability or otherwise of appointing full-time pivid teachers, not only to

attend at Holyoako House, but also t<» conduct classes in such nMitres as

might Ix* conveniently arranged. H the opinion was favourable, could tiiey

see their way to take action in the matter ?

Mr. W. R. Rak (chairman of the Central Education Cominitt<H>) wiid ho

had pleasure in moving, at the suggestion of the Chainnan, the following

resolution, and, at tho same time, replying to the discussion so far as it had

gone :

—
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That this Congress (a) accepts and approves the report of the

Central Education Committee, and urges societies to adopt its

Educational Programme ; and (6) either through their local

co-operative educational committees or through their general

committees, to establish such classes as are necessary for the

training of employes and the development of true membership
in co-operation, (c) Further, this Congress would urge the

Central Education Connnittee to press forward tlie utilisation

of Holyoake House as a centre of co-operative instruction and
inspiration.

Proceeding, he said the resolution had three points in it. In the first place,

they (the Central Education Committee) wanted the delegates to approve
the report as they now presented it. He wanted to tell them candidly that,

although the Education Committee were satisfied with the report to a con-

siderable extent, that satisfaction was tinged with a slight sense of

disappointment. They had had considerable increases in the number of

students, of which they were proud. The number of junior students showed
an increase of 1,553 on the previous session ; adult students an incretise of

.'^50
; and women students 458. They had had fifty-one more classes, and

in the number of students an increase of 2,600 ; and yet the Central

Education Committee were not satisfied, because they believed that in a

movement with a membership of 2| millions they should have many more
students. He was sometimes afraid that it might be thought they had
covered the ground, seeing that they had 20,000 students. But they had
no more covered the ground than the man who stood at the garden gate.

Twenty thousand students in a movement which had a membership of two
and a half millions !

" We have piped, and you have not danced !
" But

in asking them to approve the report he thought he ought to mention one

or two things which accoimted for the increase in expenditure. Naturally,

with an increase of 11 per cent in the number of students, they had an

increase in expenditure ; but, over and above that, they had spent £58 in

helping the Men's Guild movement, which assistance would not cost them
so much in years to come Then the money spent on the course for

secretaries for two years (£105) was included in the present accounts, which

also included £23 for lantern slides, which they had not spent previously.

They had also laid in a stock of certificates, the charge for which might

appear to be excessive, but in buying certificates it was much cheaper to

buy in large quantities. The second point in the resolution suggested that

societies should, either through educational committees or general com-

mittees, establish classes for the training of employ6s. A jarring note was

thrown into the discussion at the morning session, which ho believed arose

from the fact that employ6s did not see one another with that sense of

colleagueship which ought to obtain in a movement like theirs. There was

undoubtedly some fault of temper on both sides, and he ventured to suggest

that if they took in hand the education of their employes from the beginning

they would obtain missionaries for co-operation, and not carping critics
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ba ided against committees. He bad been asked to suggest how Holyoake

House, or any other place, might be made the centre of co-operative

inspiration and instruction. Tliat was asking him to do in two or three

minutes something for wliich he would rather have two or three hours.

Again and again great movements had arisen out of the personal inspiration

of one man, which was conveyed by him, in the first place, to two or three,

and then radiated to two or three groups, and afterwards from those groups

into a community. In the same way Holyoake House might Ije made the

centre from which they could radiate an inspiration for good right through-

out the coimtrj'. Mr. Davies stated that they educated men for certain

positions, and then, when such positions became vacant, they were passed

over for men who ha<i not obtained certificates. Mr. Davies also suggested

that the Central Education Committee might bring pressure to l>ear on

general committees in matters of this kind. He (the speaker) did not think

they should. The schoolmaster might prepare boys for situations, but the

employer was the best man to select them. Another delegate thought that

in this matter of education it should be possible for them to get more

assistance from the local authorities. In Ireland it was dimly possible.

In England it was no niore hkely to happen than sunshine yesterday. Two
or three delegates suggested that committees should pay the fees of students.

To thai he said " Hear, hear !
" It would pay them to do so. It was also

suggested that they should devise a scheme for the training of conunittees.

He had an impression he was going to live longer, but he did not think he

would live suflficiently long to congratulate the first committee-man who
came along to be trained. But, to come back to employes, he asked why
could not they follow the example of the City of Liverpool Society ? The
committee of that society had given a girl in the office Is. per week more

in wages because she passed in the junior students* examination. The
manager said it paid the society to look after the eraployds in this way ;

and his last word to them was, " It will pay you, too."

Mr. G. Wheelhouse (Barnsley) said he had the greatest possible

pleasure in seconding the resolution which Mr. Rao had proposed. He
said they had been trying to educate in Barnsley according to the great

ideals of the co-operative movement, and to the great advantage of the

employ^. But the greatest need of the movement of to-day was that of

beginning with children. He did not like to speak shop, but his society had

had classeB of children fourteen in number during the past winter. What
had been the result ? About 1,500 children had been taught the principles

of co-operation. They had not l>een merely taught in the claHses, but they

had taken the influence of the education to their homee. The result had

been encouraging. He would ask members of societies to g(» back and

commence with the children, and in a few years they would have the grandest

men and women that could be secured, because co-operation would have

been instilled in their minds.

Mr. E. Brennan (I)arlingt<Mi) supported the resolution. He said that

at Darlington they had junior classes. They mode it a rule that cmpluyds
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must attend classes of the society. Tuesday afternoon was set aside for

them, and there were members of the society who taught them in all classes

of trade. They had a men's guild at Darlington. Previously it used to

take them all their time to get men to attend the meetings of the society.

Since then, however, it had been impossible to provide seats for them, and
they had had to adjourn the meetings because they could not get through
the business. There had been an increase in co-operation as a result, and
men were doing good in creating new members for the society.

Mr. R. Donaldson (Leith) observed that wherever there was a

possibility of getting municipalities to do the work, they had no right to

impose upon co-operators a double task. But their difficulty was that they

could not bring forward students in book-keeping for examination because

they had to be trained in co-operative book-keeping. His idea was that

the first two stages of education in this subject should be of a general and
theoretical character, whilst the last two stages should be thoroughly

practical. In Scotland that would mean that they would be first of all

trained under the school board and afterwards trained by their own society

in the practical way according to co-operation. He was glad to say that

the society of which he was a member did not approve of giving prizes.

Another contention was that they should grant some advantage to employes
whose progress might be regarded as having been consistent throughout

the whole section.

Mr. C. F. W. Baker (Woolwich) desired to say that what the Woolwich
delegates wanted to get at was how the instructor was going to bo appointed,

who was he going to be, and from whom or what he was going to be appointed.

They agreed with the contention that all young employes should be forced

to go to classes in the movement. They also agreed that the co-operative

movement should do away with half-timers, whereby it should be possible

to teach children instead of having them in employment.

Mr. H. Keen (Edmonton), whose observations were almost inaudible

to the Press representatives, was understood to say that he advocated

carrying the matter to a logical conclusion. It was simply " piffle and cant,"

he said, to draw out this argument, unless they intended to tackle this

question seriously.

Mr. W. H. Savage (Birmingham Industrial), who was also indistinctly

heard, spoke of their experience : and from what could be gathered from

his remarks, his firm conviction was that the questions put to apprentices

were certainly much too hard. They in Birmingham provided good teachers,

but he was quite certain that the questions put were not too easy.

Mr. W. Riley (Blackpool) desired to emphasise one point. It was very

difficult indeed to get many c]as.ses formed. If a class was formed, and

only a very small number of persons joined it, there was a feeling among
the members of the education committee, to a very large degree, that the

money spent was not bringing in an adequate return : and it was felt that,

unless more students joined, the class must be given up. To run any of
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these classes was a very expensive thing if there were only a few students.

Now, this matter could be gradually worked up ; and the only way was by
making facilities, so that if there was only one single individual who desired

to sacriBco his time and attention to qualify himself for the betterment of

the movement, the opportunities of the Co-operative Union should be given

to him to the fullest extent. There should Ido no kind of financial bar to

any student taking up the study of economics, industrial history, or any
other subject ; but the correspondence section of the Union, during the

last year, gradually increased the charges, and that, in his opinion, was a

verj' retrogressive step. What ought to have been done was to have

reduced those charges.

Mr. A. J. CoN-STABLE (Peterborough) said ho represented a society with

five or six hundred employes. His instructions were to favourably endorse

the resolution, especially clause (6). If the education of the employ^ was
gomg to be left in his own hands, ho thought they would have difficulty in

maintainii.g the classes. They had no compunction in supporting a resolu-

tion that should make it obligatory on the part of all general co-operative

employes to learn something of the principles of the movement in which

they were engaged. He was in favour of obligatory classes.

Mr. W. R. Rae, in replying, said that, so far as the graduation of the

papers was concerned, the suggestion would be considered favourably, and
they would inquire to see how far the opinion of the delegates was shared.

Replying to Mr. Sharpies, he said that the committee at present had no
full-time teachers, which made the case very difficult. In reply to Mr.

Donaldson's question, he asked that Mr. Donaldson's society should send

up the book-keeping text book acceptable to his local authority, and the

Central Committee would see what could be done. He thought the Educa-
tion Committee would be prepared to sell quantities of the Union certificates

to the people of Edinburgh if they required them. They could sell a
sufficient number of designs to enable the Edinburgh societies to supply all

the certificates they desired. With regard to the charge for the correspon-

dence classes of the Union, he said they cost the Union £100. H\s. a year,

and whilst the United Board held a tight hand on the purse strings they

had to go easy.

The resolution was then adopted unanimously.

THE INDUSTRIAL AND PROVIDENT SOCIETIES ( .VMKNDMENT)
BILL.

(See Roi>ort 21, page 1K>.)

Mr. Stewart (Chairman of the ScottiHh Wholesale Society) then moved
the following resolution :

—

That this Congress oxpresaes itM satisfaotion that the Industrial

and Provident Societies (Amendroont) Bill has onco more
been introduced into Parliament, and acoeptA the assurance

of His Majesty's Govemment that it shall be paned through

32
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all its stages during the present st'.s.sion—a course wliit-li, in

view of the House of Lords' decision re nominations, is

imperatively necessary in the interests of the co-operative

movement.

Mr. Stewart apologised for the absence of Mr. Tweddell, owing to

illness. Through unfortunate circumstances he was unable to be present,

and he (Mr. Stewart) could say on behalf of everyone that he hoped Mr.

Tweddell would very soon be restored to his usual health and strength. The
resolution he had to propose was one which he felt would have been more
abl\' dealt with in the hands of Mr. Tweddell. The amendment to the

Industrial and Provident Societies Act had been before them for quite a
number of years. Their Parliamentary Committee, in season and out of

season, had been continuously knocking at the door of the legislature with

a view to having this important amendment passed into law. At times

the door had been opened sufficiently wide to encourage them to think that

the amendment would very soon be placed upon the statute book. But,

to their dismay, it had been sent back again and again, until they had almost

lost hope so far as the passing of the amended Bill was concerned. Year
by year, however, they persisted in the good work, until this year they had
been advised on very high authority that the Bill was likely to pass into

law. The Bill had been passed through the House of Commons for the first

reading, and they now had the assurance that it would be passed during the

present session. As the decision of the House of Lords was at present, the

position with regard to nominations was serious, and as a co-operative

movement, they felt that with their aims, membership, wealth, and extensive

ramifications, they must have the utmost liberty in carrying on their business

as they desired. There was no man who had rendered greater service on

behalf of the Parliamentary Committee in this matter than Mr. H. J May,
the secretary of that committee. He (Mr. Stewart) felt that to him alone

they were indebted for the position they occupied that day. Regarding

the assurance that the Bill would become law during the present session,

some might ask, could they depend upon that assurance ? Personally,

having regard to the source from which the assurance came, he could only

say that when previous promises had been made they had generally been

fulfilled right out. The whole question was a very serious matter so far

as the recent decision of the House of Lords regarding nominations was
concerned. He felt that the resolution he had to propose would meet with

the approval of all the delegates. Now that what they had been fighting

for was within their reach, they felt that they were being fully repaid for

the long time they had waited so patiently and so faithfully. It gave him

the greatest possible pleasure to move the resolution.

Mr. J. Oliver (Gateshead) seconded. Mr. Stewart, he said, in moving
the resolution, remarked that they had been knocking at the door of the

House of Commons for years past. The best course was to knock at the

doors of the houses of their members of parliament, and very soon they
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would be able to bring pressure to boar with a view to getting matters righted.

He was also of opinion that where chartered accountants were employed

their services ought to bo sufticient. They at (tateshead heid htid their

accounts audited by chartered accountants, and they had come to the con-

clusion that they ought to be sufficient to meet the conditions of the Act.

Nothing had caused greater disturbance in the society of recent years than

the question of nominations, but at present there seemed to be a prospect

of ending the difficulty. He hoped, however, that when the Bill was passing

through committee, their representatives would bo prepared to carry an

amendment so far as the clause with reference to the chartered accountants

was necessary.

Mr. Ci Brigos (Leeds) said they, as secretaries, were very urgently

awaituig results. He assured them that during the last year or two they

had hatl a very bmi time indeed. His hearers, he said, could imagine their

I>osition when death came, and a representative came to the counter, telUng

them that the nomination made was practically illegal. Moreover, there

were certain things that they dare not tell them. Therefore, the sooner

the Bill l>ecame law the better.

Mr. Stewart replied in a sentence or two, after which the report and

resolution were approved of unanimously.

The President her^ said he had a telegram from the Sons of Tem-
perance :

" Send hearty fraternal greetings and best wishes for successful

session." He suggested the following telegram be sent in response :

" Co-operators assembled in Congress at Aberdeen heartily reciprocate

your kind wishes."" " AH agreed,*' called out Mr. Deans, '* aye " and ** we
do," c€kme the response in chorus.

COMMITTEE ON CREDIT TRADING.

(See Report 25, page 99.)

Mr. J. Smith (Central Board) now moved the following resolution :

—

'J'hat this Congress agrees to abolish the Credit Committee, and
the question of credit trading be relegated to the various

sectional boards.

This committee, he explained, was brought into existence by Congress ;

and that Congress would have to agree to abolish it. No stronger reasons

for this could l)o given than what appeared in the report ; and these reaaons

were that the work could be done more eflfectivoly Ijy the sectional boards.

Therc» was no need for the continuance of the conunittee. The nuKiern

methods of trading were certainly forcing the hands of societies, and turning

their attention rather t<> stricter control ami n*gulation of credit trading

than to a pure cash system. This is probably the reason why, in the early

days of the committee, their efforts were directed towards such methods
as he had mentioned.

Mr. J. Shilliti) (Chairman of the Knglish C.W.S.) He<Mind<Hl the reso-

lution, at the same time mentioning that the matter touched no less than
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1,200 societies ; and he hoped that when it was relegated to the sectional

boards that they would take the matter thoroughly in hand. There were

plenty of cases yet that wanted attention, and plenty of societies that were

suffering.

Mr. J. Johnston (Central Board) said he did not want to ojjposo the

resolution, but he thought that it did not go far enough. It ought to have

been made much more imperative. But it had been ruled that no addition

could be made to the resolution ; so they must either accept or reject it.

Ho called attention to the figures contained in the report of the Central

Board, where it was shown that there was owing to distributive

societies for goods the sum of £1,195,591. Well, that was a discredit

to the movement ; and he was very glad that the President that

morning, in such a strong manner, had asked them to remove this stigma.

The committee that had been in existence had not been able- to do any

effective work. It was originally formed jointly with the Women's Guild ;

and that committee did some good work. And he thought that if tliey

had been allowed to go on. the effect of their work on credit giving societies

would have been most marked. He wished to draw their attention to the

figures quoted, because they showed that the increase in credit in recent

years has been enormous—at the rate of two-and-a-half times as great as

the increase in membership and the increase in trade.

Mr. F. Alcock (Failsworth) said it seemed to him that the committee

ought to have taken pretty strong action, considering the figures that had

been quoted to them by Mr. Johnston. He deprecated the committee that

had been appointed by the Congress for a special purpose running away

and climbing down without doing anything. They should be reappointed,

he said, and get to something definite, otherwise it seemed like having a

funeral without a ceremony.

Mr. G. Arnold (Southwell) wanted to know why they were asked to

abolish this committee. He hoped that, with regard to the figures

mentioned by Mr. Johnston, they would take up the matter strongly. He
came from a small society which, he was sorry to say, was a sinner in this

respect ; and he should like some backing that would do them good. He
would like to ask the question of this committee :

" Why propose to be

extinguished when you have not done the work you proposed to do ?
"

Mr. J. Henson (Birmingham Industrial) said it was the experience

(jf societies that had abolished credit that, for a tune, it set the clock back

—

but only for a very short time. If only they made people, who could well

afford to pay cash down week by week, but wore owing money, pull out

cash and start straight, it would be one of the best parts of the educational

work of the Union. They would be doing a wise thing to relegate the matter

to the sectional boards—but do not let them think that by so doing they

were going to abolish all credit.

Mr. F. H. Bruff (Birmingham Printers) suggested that it only required

several societies to make a start in order to secure that, by the force of
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example, others would come in. Some societies felt ashamed of their position,

and while they felt ashamed the good work had a chance t)f going on. The
thing could \)e done.

Mr. E. Whiteley (Manchester and Salford) pointed out that if the

delegates would go through the returns thej' would find that there was a

small number of societies with £10 per member and a larger number with

£5 per member of debt. This represented the position at the end of the

quarter, when every ^ort had been made to get cash in for the closing of

the books. If they took the position during the quarter, they would find

three times the amount of debt shown in the books at the end of the quarter.

The district associations should begin at once to work in connection with

this matter where the Anti-credit Committee had left off, and he was sure

they would do good work.

Mr. H. Bentley (Aylesbury) argued that this matter did not rest with

the Central Board or the United Board, but with the societies themselves.

The Congress might pass all the resolutions in the world, but they could

not make it compulsory upon societies to accept this resolution. Tliis was

a matter of education, and he urged that the delegates should go home, go

to those members who would never attend any conference or meeting, and

educate that class of people up to the pitch for which co-operation was

established—appreciation of thrift and independence. He hoped the sectional

boards would look into the matter.

Mr. J. Smith, who closed the discussion, said Mr. Johnston had reminded

the delegates that this was formerly a joint committee with the Women's
Guild. The coimnittee had not left the Guild, but the women at their last

Congress decided to leave the committee. The committee recognised that

the work they were doing was not effective ; they were reduced to receiving

suggestions from sectional boards, and these suggestions were sent back

to the sections. It had been suggested that some societies hid in the stocks

the debts owing, but most of the societies sent balance sheets to the Union

ofFico, and it was not found that that was the caw^. It might l)e that there

were isolat4>d cas(>8 in which that sort of thing was happening : but when
the new Bill was passed, and the new auditor was appomted, these things

would be revealed. Referen(?o had also lx;en made to the district conuuittces,

but when the matter was remitted to the sectional boartls the district com-

mittees would have to be considere<l

Tlie resolution was subs(M|uently put to the mcN^ting and unanimously

agpeetl to.

HONORARY MKMBKRS
(See Report 20, page 100 )

The Board recommended that the following be appointed aa honorary

meml)erB of the Central Board, viz. :—Midland Section

—

Menra. E. L.

Griffltha, D. Mc.Innea, 8. Redfcrn. W. W. Smith, aad G. Woodliouso

;

Northern Section—Mcasrs. H. H. Bailey, W. Cmoks, and T. Rule ; North-
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Western Section—Messrs. C. J. Beckett, V. Hardern, and G. Wheelhouse
;

Scottish Section—Messrs. J. M'Murren and A. Meldrurn ; Southern Section

—

Messrs. A. H. D. Acland, E. O. Greening, G. Hines, and H H. Vivian ;

South-Western Section—Mr. T. Gidley.

The recommendation was agreed to.

DECEASED MEMBERS OF THE BOARD.
(See Report 27, page 101.) •

On the paragraph relating to deceased members of the Board tlie

Chairman directed attention to the passage in the Report referring to the

death of Mr. Duncan Bailey. Mr. Bailey, he said, was one of the most active

members of the Board, and he was sure that the Congress would express

its sincere regret at his removal by death from the service of the Central

Board and its sympathy with his relatives. ("Agreed." )

TRANSFER OF SOCIETIES.

(See Report 29, page 106.)

The Chairman, on behalf of the Central Board, moved the following

resolution :

—

That the applications of the Windermere Co-operative Society to

be transferred from the Northern to the North-Western

Section, and the King's Lynn Co-operative Society from the

Midland to the Southern Section, be agreed to.

The resolution was seconded from the body of the hall and unanimously

agreed to.

CONTRIBUTIONS FROM SOCIETIES.

(See Report 31, page 108.)

Mr. T. A. Healy (Leeds) drew attention to the fact that the income

of the Union showed an increase of over £2,000 on the previous twelve months,

which they were given to understand was the result of the new scale coming

into operation. He was pleased to see this ; at the same time he would

like to know whether, in view of this increase, there was any intention on

the part of the Union of reducing the subscription to one penny per member
He asked the question because to him it was a matter for regret that one

society should leave the Union on account of the increase in the subscription.

They did not desire any society to leave the Union ; on the other hand, they

wanted all the societies to be members of the Union. If they could make
both ends meet on a reduced rate of subscription, he ventured to suggest

that the Union might very well seriously consider the question. Some

societies were experiencing difficulty in getting their members to pay the

subscription to the Union on the higher scale.

Mr. J. Henson (Birmingham) made a strong appeal to Congress not

to go back in the direction suggested by the previous delegate. It would,

in his oi)inion, be a false move. If any society jibbed at paying 1 Jd., there
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was reason to believe that it had forgotten the benefits which it had received

from the Union in its younger days. They all regretted that one society

should leave the Union, and he hoped that society did not hold the opinion

that it could pui-h the whole movement. He trusted that any suggestion

for a reduction in the rate of subscription would not be entertained, because

it might give the society which had withdrawn the impression that they

approved of the attitude which it had taken up. His idea was that societies

should cut down their high dividends, and instead of giving the Union less

money they should give it more.

The General Secretary said there was a slight balance of income
over expenditure, but against that they had to set the fact that they had
to meet a call on account of the expenses of the present Congress. When
the United Board found that it was receiving more money tlian it could

usefully expend, then it would doubtless consider the question of reducing

the rate of subscription.

Mr. Rae : I hope not ; 1 hope they will give any surplus they may have
t<> the Central Education Committee

THE MINIMUM WAGE
(See Report 35, page 110.)

Mr. ii Waking (St. Helens) moved the following resolution :

—

That this Congress believes that the best way to deal with the

minimum wage question Is by legislation, and urges upon the

Government to introduce a Bill at an early date to bring about

a national minimum wage.

He said the resolution was not intended to be antagonistic in any way to

what was recommended in the report. As a matter of fact, they wanted the

movement to relax no effort m endeavouring to solve this important question,

because it would only he in accordance with the historj' and principles of

co-operation. When they proposed seeking the assistance of the Govern-
ment, they did not desire to counteract any steps which might be taken by
the movement to deal with the question now under discussion. They wishril

tlie movemf,nt to give a lead to privatt^ ent4«rprise, in the belief that the

adoption of the principle of the minunum wage by private finns would in

the long run Ije of l>eneht to the societies which they repn-sented. Ha Bill

in favour of a national mininnun wage beeame law. it would aflfect evorybtHiy

exactly in the same way, the privaU' trader as well as tlu» co ojH^rative

society : and with private firms paying the muiimum wage, co-operative

societies would have a l>etter chance of mei*ting their competition. Ho then

referred to the bad conditions of lalniur under which thousands of workers

had to work, and, in view of that, he suggested that it was the du»y of

co-operators to do what they could to get the principle of a minimum wage
adopted all over the country. In fact, as he had already indi ated, they

ought, as co-operators, to be the leaders in such a movement.
Mr. M. HvMTEK (Clydebank) said that the purchasing facilities of tlic
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worker at present was not at all what it ought to be. They recognised that,

if they were to get all that was necessary in citizenship and ideals, they

must first of all secure for the workers the economic interests of life. They
ought to make a definite stand in the country to meet the conditions of

life necessary under a system of each for all and all for each. What they

wanted was the higher ideals and the higher standards of life to meet them.

To do that a living minimum wage was necessary He believed that the

co-operative movement would do much to accomplish a juster state of

society in the commercial world, and, at the same time, win something for

the worker.

Mr. J. J. WoRLEY (Plymouth Printers) remarked that he was not so

much concerned with the national minimum wage as with the report. He
wanted to raise a technical question arising from the fact that their

productive societies worked on piece rates. They wanted to keep them-

selves straight with the trade-unionists, but he desired to call attention to

paragraph 3 in the,report, which read: "The difference in the case of

productive employes should, as far as possible, be got over by conferences

between societies employing productive employes and the trade unions

concerned." He wished to know what was meant by the word " difference."

They found themselves in a difficulty owing to the fact that they paid piece

rates. They wanted to comply with the trade union requirements in the

different trades, and at the same time they were anxious to make themselves

right with the co-operative movement. Paragraph 3 left them in a little

doubt as to what their course should be.

Mr. W. R. Rae said he wanted rather to understand wliere they were.

He had not the least objection—and he was glad that the Minimum Wage
Sub-committee were with him—to the passing of a law such as his friends

asked for ; but, whilst that was so, he had not the least hope of seeing it

passed for some time to come.

Mr. R. Waring (St. Helens), rising to a point of order, remarked tliat

the resolution was in no way in opposition to the report.

Mr. Rae (continuing) said that the Minimum Wage Committee suggested

that the way to deal with the matter was to go on instructing societies as

to what their duty was. Their St. Helens friend moved a resolution to the

effect that the best way of dealing with the minimum wage was by legislation,

and he (Mr. Rae) thought that meant that they should give up their own
method and proceed to legislation. (" No, no.") Well, if that was so, he

did not know what the best way was. They had only yet had 600 replies

from 1,200 societies. ("Shame.") Well, never mind that; they were not

quite sure whether they could speak for all societies yet. He wanted to

know whether it would not be wiser not to affirm that the best way would

lie anything particular, until they had got to know what was the best way
themselves. He would ask their friends from St. Helens to keep the

question back this year and put it forward next year, when the movement
was in a better position. Take tailors or shoemakers working in a society



Discussion on Report. 473

whoee standard rate of wages were not so high as those set forth ; it would

not be for them to interfere until the society had been consulted, and the

trade union as well. If the trade union took the matter under its own wing,

they would not want to interfere, especially till the trade union had tried

to make the matter good. He wanted to plead, therefore, to their friends

at St. Helens that the committee should go on its own way until they had

done as much as they could.

Mr. A. W. RoBERrs (Pendleton) pointed out that most societies had a

fair wage contract clause. If they could not have a minimum wage by
legislation, then it was time they sent members to Parliament to demand it.

If the minirnum wage was going to be a national question, it was necessary

for every society to see that they secured the same conditions in their own
organisation ; the movement had the advantage of organisation. The
Congress had been dealing with the question long enough. They ought to

saj^ that everj' society should pay the minimum wage, and if not they should

be rejected. The time had come when they should be consistent, and that

something definite should be laid down to govern societies.

Mr. T. Gavan Duffy (Cleator Moor) wanted to know where they were.

They were not where he was. He did not think there should be any com-

parison between the co-operative movement and the private trader. They
were there to show how capitalists ought to treat their employes. They

had had instruction from the Co-operative News about the rise in the price

of living, and the movement was big enough and rich enough to afford to

pay the minimum wage. There were some co-operative employes who were

not as well paid as they ought to be. They ought to pay all employes a

living wage. What was' a living wage ? He asked the delegates to go hejcV.

to their societies and pay a living wage. They (the delegates) came to

Omgress tmd paid 5s. 6d. for l^ed and breakfast. It was the workers who
earned the money to send them to the Congress, and the workers ought to

l>e better paid. He recognised they were in Scotland, however, and Scotland

never committed itself to anything.

Mr. J. P. Haywood (North Metropolitan District) askcil : Were they

really going to seek from the Legislaturt? a thing they were not doing them-

selves ? They had it in the report that a society could not pay the minimum
wage because it would cost £2,400 annually. In other words, the employes

were receivbig a wage of 4h, a week Ix^low the ordinary wage. It would bo

the height of impudence to seek legislation t« compel the private trader to

pay what they were not able to do themselves. He accordingly moved the

rejection of the St. Helens resolution.

Mrs. A. Blair (Liver{K>ol) did not think the St. Helens resolution was

an amendment to the resolution of the Minimum Wage Committee. It

appeared that if they carried that they could alao be carrying the

recommendation of the conmiittee, and if that were so, they had nothing to

fall out about. She submitted that the resolution of the St. Helens Society

was simply an addition to the recommendation of the sub-couunittee that
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they were to be allowed to go on doing the work they had been doing during

the past year. Surely that was not sufficient. During the past year they

had less than half the number of societies replying to the circular. That
did not seem to suggest that the whole movement was so. anxious to press

legislation from the Government. The movement could settle this without

legislation ; they could settle it for themselves ; they could settle it in

twelve months' time from now. It seemed as if they were trying to get

behind something to excuse themselves. The movement was established

to pay the workers a living wage ; but they were going to wait till the whole

community removed all the difticulties and then the movement would do

what it was established to do. The movement existed because there were

difficulties, and she was getting tired of coming to Congress after Congress

and going to society 'after societj^ to ask them to do what they were brought

into existence for. They were not in earnest as managers of societies

—

and it was the same with the credit question. They had no need to go to

tlie rank and file, and, she added, when committees did go to the rank and
file of the movement, the rank and file did not say, " No, don't pay the

li\ing wage." The members had njever rejected that. The whole matter

lay with those who were managing the societies, and some who were

interested in pushing this question were beginning to think that if the

movement did not do this^ their societies were not being managed properly.

The circular issued, she pointed out, asked not only : Do you pay the

minimum wage ? It also asked : What are the local difficulties in the way
and what can we do to help you ? If these questions were answered, more
might be done

Mr. F. Maddison (Blackpool Printers), who opposed the St. Helens

resolution, said that the position stated by Mr. Rae remained unshaken.

He knew it would be when Mr. Gavan Duffy rose. Mr. Rae knew where he

was. He submitted that Mr. Duffy's speech was not on the minimum wage,

but on the livmg wage—two different matters, which he hoped the Congress

would not confuse. He appealed to the St. Helens Society to withdraw its

resolution. That would save the Congress from humiliation. They had a

report before them which called upon co-operators to do a certain thing

—

to carry out the principle of a minimum wage. With that before them,

they had a motion not concerning themselves, but concerning the outside

world. That could only be interpreted as an evasion of an obvious duty

that rested upon co-operators. What was this minhnum wage to be ? How
was it to operate ? Was it to bo a national minimum ? Was it to be a

national minimum for all trades ? If it were, it would either be so low that

it would do injury, or it would be so high that it would be inoperative ?

Some of them seemed to forget that they had the machinery of legislation

already, and that it was to labour of the kind that came under the operation

of the Trade Boards that they ought to direct their attention. If it was to

go forth that the movement desired a national minimum for skilled trades,

it would be a libel on the co-operative movement. They were dealing with
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the class of Jabour for which the Trade Boards were intended. The com-

mittee were moving slowly but surely ; they were having regard to the

productive proficiency of the societies as well as other considerations ; but

if the Congress passed that resolution, the movement would stand convicted

as consisting of mere hypocrites. The resolution of St. Helens was an

alternative, and was not a supplementary resolution. He concluded by
begging that the movement would still show to the world that it never asked

for anything from those outside until it, itself, gave it.

Mr. G. ShuttleWORTH (Tarnworth) said he was pleased to belong to a

society that paid the minimum wage, and, in consequence, £20 a week was

added to their wages bill. Their society ran farms, and they paid the

mhiimum wage to their farmers. And, he added with vigour, their farms

were paying more profit than when they did not pay the minimum wage.
" You can all go home to your societies," he said, " and if you can pay a

decent dividend, you can pay minimum wages. No society in a flourishing

condition need be afraid of the minimum wage. It could be paid without

any fear of reducing the dividend or anything else."

Cries of " Point of order !
" and " Question now be put !

" were heard

from all parts of the Congress hall.

A Delegate :
* Is it in order to have two resolutions at the same time ?

The President : There is only one resolution.

Mr. R. Waring (St. Helens) said he did not know whether Mr. Rae had

really misconceived what was intended by the resolution, or had purposely

distorted it. It was a pity that his talking powers had been used as on

this occasion. The resolution referred to that Congress alone. It simply

asked that Congress to express an opinion as to whether or not it was

d<»8irable to have a national minimum wage. Mr. Rae could go on with his

work of educating the members. They were doing their l)e8t under a

competitive system ; but, unfortunately, they had to fight against economic

conditions which, he thought, a minimum wage would rectify.

Mr. Whitehead here remarked that the resolution ought to be very

carefully read ; and accordingly he read it out aloud, as it was proposed

by Mr. Waring.

A Delegate : I understood, a moment ago, that this was not the

resolution.

The President : All in favour of the resolution I

There were cries of " aye " but against was an ovon*'helming chorus

of " noes."

The Pre-sident : Well, the no<^ have it.

Mr. Rae : Without any speech or anything ebe—we can go on with

our work—I simply move the adoption of the report.

The " ayes " had it, the few '* noes " being greeted with laughter.

The President : It is the desire of the Board that the joint ox>nference

committee on " Agricultural Co-operation and its Relation to Distributive

Co-operative Societies " should lie contitniod ; and I beg t<> move the reso-

lution on page 02.
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" I second it !
" somebody exclaimed, and there was at once a general

expression of approval.

RISE IN PRICES OF COMMODITIES.
(See Report 39, page 116.)

Mr. J. Jarman (Warrington) said that, in reading over the report, lie

had come to the conclusion that they were getting a little out of their depth

in some of the things brought forward ; and if they went a bit further they

would be very liable to be drowned. In one portion of the report it was
stated that some of the companies referred to had to make a certain per-

centage for the shareholders, say 6 or 7 per cent after paying working

expenses," and after that they were satisfied. But what the report did

not state—and that is where it failed—was how far this placed them in a

different position from co-operative societies. What did this 6 or 7 per cent

really represent, not on the share capital, but on the turnover ? He had
obtained three balance sheets from three different multiple companies, con-

trolling among them £5,000,000 of capital ; but on them there was not one

word as to the amount of trade done. But instead of the basis of comparison

as to the charges being the interest on capital, should it not be the total

gross profit ? For the customer had to bear all the charges in the cost of

the goods to him. Now, of those three companies, he found that the gross

profits were, respectively, 11 per cent, 16 per cent, and 55 per cent on the

capital ; but there was no mformation as to what this was on the turnover.

And so, when it went out to the outside world that the co-operative societies

were competing with these multiple companies, they were making a false

statement. According to the report, a society has to make 3f to 5 per cent

on its capital. That, again, was incorrect, for at least one society made
more than its interest to shareholders out of its investments, let alone making
a charge. Many other societies reduce the amount considerably. Further

on they came across one of the most unco-operative statements he had ever

seen in any report at all. It was distinctly stated that " in the case of a society

paying 8s. in the pound, this has to be provided for in addition ; and in

order to obtain the dividend, 18 or 20 per cent has to be put on the cost

price of the goods." He thought that it was one of the ethics of the move-

ment to have profit properly realised, and after considering the question

of local prices, anything left should be returned in dividend. If they let

that report go out, it meant that co-operative societies, for every penny of

dividend paid to them, had had to be put on, first of all, on the cost price

of the goods. That was altogether a fallacy. It was not the dividend,

but the cost of the dividend that mattered ; and there were societies whose

dividends of Is. or less cost as much in gross profit—possibly through no

fault of management or any circumstances over which they have no control

—

as the dividend of 3s., or even more, of other societies. The report further

stated that not more than 66J per cent of goods sold were obtained from

co-operative sources, and this again seemed to ignore the fact that £12,000,000

worth of goods was produced in the distributive societies.
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Mr. J. Brereton (Alloa) wished to call attention to what appeared

to him to bo a serious condition. They would observe how ver>' liberally

in the report they had compared one set of flgiu-es with another to show
the outcome of the whole loss due to the rise in the price of commodities,

and with which they were all acquainted. But, strange to say, they had
never taken any notice of the primary, important, and only active cause

of this great increase in the price of commodities. That increase, he said,

wan put on at the time of the Boer war and had been continued ever since.

Of the vast increase in armaments—which was undoubtedly a great cause

in the rise of the prices in commodities—the report had not a single word
to say about it.

Mr. VV. R. Rae (Northern Section) said he hoped the delegates would
allow him to suggest that the report should be taken back again to allow

the committee to go on with their work. It was a difficult task. He
believed they had spent much time and energ\' on the matter and had made
careful and diligent research, but they had not arrived at the bedrock of

the causes of the matter. Manipulators of markets, trusts, and combines

were constantly trj'ing to steal from the garden. Then a foolish notion

in favour of war—the fireworks in South Africa, in North Africa, and in

Turkey—had run away with savings. Despite these things industry had to

make up her surplus, and along the lines he had mentioned would, he thought,

\)e found the true solution of the problem.

Mr. A. Barnes (Stratford) said he quite agreed with the two previous

speakers that the increase in the expenditure on armaments during the past

ten years had affected prices, but he did not agree that it was the principal

cause for tliat increase, because during that jieriod the increase in the wealth

of the country had increased at a much more rapid rate. No doubt the

committee had not dealt with all the factors in the rise of prices. It would
indeed l>e a clever committee that could. But they luui shown that the

organisation of the workers was not strong enough to retain what they had
won and that ultimately this problem resolved itself into a question of control

of production and supply. He was sorry that the co-operative movement,
despite its magnificent total of trade, was not sufficiently strong yet to regulate

prices. It showed they must press faster towards the collective ownership

of the means of production and distribution. He therefore supported the

report.

Mr. W. (.'UNNINUHA.M (Stirling) miid he disiignHKl with the report where

it stated that the reason for the high price of goods was that too much profit

was put on, and he objected to the report going out in that form. It would
appear from that statement that all the profit reprosontecl an increase put
on the price of goods. Tlii.s was not the case, and even a society paying

38. of ilividend derived a considerable part of it from investment^i. The
conmiitteo should have been cautious about printing this report without

that explanation. At the same time ho urged that instead of paying a



478 Discussion on Report.

dividend of 3s. the societies should make the goods cheaper and so increase

the purchasing power of the members.

Mr. W. Gregory (Chairman of the Committee of Inquiry) said that

the committee quite anticipated some dissatisfaction would he expressed

at the Congress with the result of their findings
; yet they were open to

receive any suggestions which might throw light on this important subject.

They realised—and doubtless the delegates realised—when the resolution

appointing the committee was passed at the Portsmouth Congress that they

had undertaken a very difficult task, and that to arrive at the conclusions

thoy had, they would have to make exhaustive inquiries and be prepared

to put in a good deal of time. The work which had devolved upon the

committee was quite different to that which fell to the lot of most committees
;

and they had devoted • hnudreds of hours to reading and ascertaining the

views ofHhe thousand and one experts who professed to know the cause

and effect of any rise in prices, and the findings they had come to were not

the ideas of one man. The committee did not claim they had any special

remedies to offer for the rise in prices, and gave the conclusions they had

arrived at after reviewing all the expert evidence it was possible to obtain.

They were instructed to ascertain what effect the rise in prices had upon

the co-operative movement as compared with the multiple shop movement,

and in the report they gave a very simple illustration to show the effect

upon their movement in comparison with the multiple shop movement
when prices were in the ascendancy. Mr. Jarman might hold the opinion

that certain portions of the report were ridiculous, but they were founded

on fact, nevertheless, and he challenged any one to disprove them. The
rise in prices was bound to affect co-operative societies to a greater extent

than multiple firms, because they had to provide for dividend (which a

multiple firm had rot), as well as interest on share capital. He thought

they would see the importance of the point, and if Mr. Jarman or any other

delegate would like further information, he or any of his colleagues on the

committee would be pleased to give it. They wanted to know, of course, how
it was possible to protect their members from this continued rise in prices, and

in their report the committee had given some indication of the way in which

the movement ought to act if it desired to stem this artificial rise in prices.

They ought to get a greater control over the sources of supply, and one way
in which they might do so was by developing the productive side of the

movement.

The report was adopted and the committee instructed to continue its

inquiry.

Congress at this stage adjourned for the day.
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FIRST DAY OF CONGRESS.

EVENING SITTING,

THE INTERNATIONAL SESSION.

One of the most important features of the annual Co-operative

Congresses in Great Britain is undoubtedly the evening session which is

held in honour of the representatives of co-ojierative enterprises in foreign

countries ; and at the Aberdeen Congress the international meeting was
in keeping with the past traditions in spirit, although the numl^er of guests

from across the North Sea was less than usual, for the reason explained by
the President.

The Music Hall—the meeting place—was moderately filled on Monday
evening, when Dr. Hans Miiller, to whose intellectual power and extensive

knowledge of co-operation the International movement owes so much, both
as the secretary and the editor of the Bulletin—the official organ of the

International Co-operative Alliance—made a welcome appearance, and
was very warmly greeted. Mr. E. Scherling (of the Germcm Wholesale
Society) was present once more ; and the annual Congress without his

presence would indeed have something lacking. Mr. President Deans was
happy as the chairman.

PRESIDENT'S REMARKS.

The PREHIUENT said he thought that he should be giving expression

to the feelings of everyone present in extending to their Contmental friends

a verj' cordial welcome. Their presence indicated the progress that co-

operation was making among the nations of the world ; and it also indicated

the feeling of 8ym[)athy and fellowship that was springing up among the

co-operators of the various nations. Although co-operation on the Continent
was comparatively young, he was sure that the information which the

dologat^^i from abroad would give to them would be of a very intoreeting

and surprising natun>. The progress of coo|)eration in many of these

Eurofioan countries ha<l Ijeen phenomenally rapid ; and if British co-opora-

tors did not put forth very strong ofTort«, some of those nations would equal

us, if they did not surpass us. He lookixi upon the presence of these Con-
tinental delegates as one of the most interesting and important features

of the Congress. He rememlxred the time when no delegates came from
Continental co-operative organisations ; but when they did lx>gin to come
they gave to the Congress a new interest and a new importance. All co>
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operative nations were now combining and sticking together in the great

International Co-operative Alliance. He was sure of this, that when they

had succeeded, through that great organisation, in imbuing the peoples

of the civilised world with the spirit of this great movement, the cry for

more military armaments and an increase in the number of " Dreadnoughts "

would be greatly modified, and the great amount of money spent in these

ways would be applied for the social elevation of the people. The reason

why there were not so many delegates present at that Congress as on other

similar occasions, he explained, was because the next Congress of the Inter-

national Co-operative Alliance was being held in Glasgow in August. That
Congress, no doubt, would give a great impetus to international co-operation

in this country ; and as the work of the International Co-operative Alliance

developed, they would begin to see the dawn of the great commonwealth
of which they had heard so much and had seen so little, and also that they

were coming nearer to the realisation of the time of which their Scottish

poet sang

—

That man to man, the warld o'er

Shall brothers be for a' that.

FINLAND.

Finland, which has frequently been represented at recent Congresses,

sent a vigorous young representative in the person of Mr Kaarlo Arola (of

the Pellervo Society). He said : As the representative of the Pellervo

Society, the object of which is to promote co-operation among the rural

population of Finland, I have the honour to present to this meeting the

compliments of the co-operators of Finland. It is a great honour to our

small country to be represented in a co-operative Congress in that free and
mighty country where the spark of co-operation was first lit, and by degrees

kindled a great fire spreading over the whole civilised world.

The Finnish co-operative movement is still young. It started in the

Sprijig of 1899, when the Pellervo Society was founded in order to work
for and promote the same. Since then the co-operative movement has,

considering the circumstances of our country, developed comparatively

rapidly. At the end of the year 1912, there were in our country 2,064

registered co-operative organisations, of which 389 were co-operative dairies,

451 co-operative banks, 503 co-operative retail societies, and the rest various

kinds of other co-operative organisations.

In many respects the co-operative organisations have already brought

about considerable changes in the spheres of the economical and social life.

Thus, for instance, the preparation of butter, and to a great extent the

export of butter, have got into the hands of our farmers. At the present

time more than 85 per cent of butter exported from Finland to foreign

countries is prepared in co-operative dairies, and about the half of the export
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of butter will be shipped by the Co-operative Butter Export Society, Valio,

whose sales in 1912 amounted to Fmk. 17,550,000 (£702,000). Most part

of the Finnish butter is brought to England, and, for instance, the English

Co-operative Wholesale Society buys butter from the Valio.

The influence of the co-operative banks has, like that of the co-operative

dairies, been very considerable. With the aid of loans granted by the same,

the smallholders in Finland have in many parts of the country brought land

under cultivation, a id, for instance, by procuring implements* of husbandry

they have improved and made their methods of cultivation more effective.

The co-operative banks obtain their pecuniary means chiefly from their

central concern, viz., the Central Moneybank of the Co-operative Bank,

the claims of which upon the co-operative banks at the end of the yeai 1912

amounted to Fmk. 4,276,000 (£171,000).

The co-operative retail societies have, however, developed more than

all the others. The sales of the same rose in 1912 to about Fmk. 55,000,000

(£2,200,000). the assets being Fmk. 4,500,000 (£180,000). The Co-operative

Wholesale Society, which commenced operations in 1905, is at the present

time the greatest wholesale trading concern of our country. lis sales

amounted in 1912 to Vmk. 19,500,000 (£780,000). the assets being

Fmk 1,300,000 (£52,000), and the annual net profit Fmk. 360,000 (£14.000).

In addition to the above-mentioned central concerns there is still a

special concern, viz., the Central Co-oi)erative Society, Hankkija, the objecrj

of which is th^ concentration of co-operative purchases of implements of

husbandry, and whose sales in 1912 amounted to Fmk. 5,450,000 (£218,000).

The great harmony and firmness which characterises the Finnish

co-operative movement is due to the close touch in which the Pellervo Society

and the Co-op)erative Central Societies have always been to one emother

and to the concordant co-operation. These chief factors of our co-operative

movement have conjointly started many undertakings for the promotion

of the co-operative movement. Ihus, they have since the year 1909, pub-

lished a periodical. The Finnish Co operative iVet/v, intended principally

for the managers of co-operative organisations, and subsidised the Finnish

Co-operative Institute, which has annually, for some considerable time,

arranged courses for the benefit of the managers of co-operative dairies,

co-operative banks, and co-operative retail societies, and in addition to

this, during the year in different part« of tl»e countr>', local co-operative

courses lasting for two or three days, intended for the members of co-operative

organisations and their committees.

Although the Finnish co-operative movement, m mentioned above,

is young, it has nevertheless overcome its infantile diee—ee and gained a

position of stability. It has a future.

With these brief allusions to the Finnish co-operative movement I beg

once more to bring you a greeting from my native country, Finland, the land

of a thousand lakes, and to wish to this Congrees the very best prosperity.

33
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FRANCE.

Mr. Deans, m introducing the French delegate, stated that for a

considerable number of years there wna a division amongst the co-operators

of Fraiice into two distinct sections, working in different directions, but

no progress was being made by either side. However, very much by the

advice and the influence of British co-operators, they agreed to come together ;

and he had the privilege and pleasure of being present at a Congress in Tours

during Christmas week, where the union of the two sections was consummated
and he was deeply impressed with the spirit of and the desure for unity

demonstrated on that occasion

Mons. A. J. Cleuet, speaking in French—Dr. Miiller translated the

speech into English—said : The National Union of Distributive Societies

and the Co-operative Wholesale Society in France have conferred upon me
the honour to attend your annual Congress. I convey to you, on behalf

of these two French organisations, our sincerest fraternal greetings and
our best wishes for the success of the Aberdeen Congress. We had the

pleasure, at our last Congress, held at Tours at the end of last year, of meeting

among the foreign delegates six of your leaders—Messrs. Maxwell, Deans,

Whitehead, May, Hemingway, and Williams It is now our pleasant duty
to thank you for this visit, which we highly appreciate as a fine manifestation

of your sympathy with us ; and T am desired to thank you for that, in the

name of the French co-operators. The fulfilment of this duty affords me
great pleasure. I am delighted to be able to come in contact with you in

yoiu" own coimtry, upon which we look as the cradle of co-operation. We
are always keeping* an eye upon your doings, and we have no greater desire

and ambition than to achieve in France the same work which you have

achieved in this country. To-day we have every hope that we shall succeed.

For a long time divided in two sections, French co-operators have recently

imited in one common organisation. They have signed a contract of reason-

able matrimony and form now one union. This was brought about not

by love alone, but mostly by necessity, and by the desire to make French

co-operation worthy of the importance of the French nation, especially

considering that for some years now the multiple shop companies have spread

to a very considerable extent They have grown up into a formidable force

in some regions, that endangers the progress of co-operation. If the French

co-operators do not rise to the heights of their responsibilities, we will have

before long in France a real monopoly in the trade in necessaries of life.

In realising this danger French co-operators made their minds up to con-

solidate their societies by joining hands, thus securing the future of their

movement. We now hope that our efforts will be crowned with success,

and that our energy and co-operative ffaith will triumph, in spite of all

hindrances.

And now, once more, fellow co-operators, receive our best wishes for

the prosperity and progress of your movement.
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GERMANY.

Mr. E. ScHERLiNO, of the German Co-operative Wholesale Society,

who received a most enthusiastic greeting, said : For a good niany years

past there has been no Congress held of the British co-operative movement
without a representative of the German co-operative movement having

been present Also this year you have honoiu^ us with an invitation

to your deliberations which to accept has given us much pleasure.

My friend, Mr. Hugo Bdstlein, is the representative for the Central

I'^nion of German Co-operative Societies, while my friend, Mr. Carl Riemann,
and myself are the delegates of the German Co-operative Wholesale Society.

In my desire to bring good news I do not think I could cheer you better

than by informing you that we in Germany are looking back upon a year

of co-operative development marked by a considerable progress of our

movement. Upwards of 150,000 members joined our distributive societies

in 1912, so that the nimiber of our members has reached 1,500,000. The
turnover has risen from £25,000,000 to £30,000,000. Of tliis turnover

£5,250,000 worth was on account of productions of our home produce depart-

ment. We are now employing 27,000 employee in our societies, and realise

an annual profit of £1,750,000, In this increase of the total movement
the German Co-operative Wholesale Society has taken its respective share.

lis turnover has risen from £5,500,000 to £7,000,000, and its produce
depeu*tmonts enjoy a most favourable development. We are at present

building the second large soap works and a vermicelli manufactory, not
to speak of the projects in a state of embryo.

Our banking department has greatly incretwed its turnover. The
power of our capital htis grown, and we may proudly sta^ that the German
CO-operative movement has, from its own resources, been able to procure

the means required for the realisation of the tasks imposed upon it by our
rapid development.

Fellow co-operators ! We German co-operators look upon you as our
prototypes and teachers. We are indebted to you for the great and simple

fundamental truths which are to find their embodiment in the co-operative

movement. We are of opinion that we cannot better own the gratitude

we owe you than by trying to follow in your wake, in order to swell the

number of people who are enjoying the advantages of co-operation.

By effecting such practical work of civilisation within the limits of

our country, we are conscious of the fact that we are thus strengthening

the adherents to the idea that it is more becoming of a nation of culture

to embark into a peaceful emulation in the field of social labour than to

build men of war and increase armios. the exorbitant expenses of which
put shm'kles on the hands of such iintioiiH, and rontrict their effort* for solving

the problems of civiliBatioti. I f<»ol ponlident that you &xv pro])anKl to receive

with gratification the mcMsage with which 1 have btvn charge<i by the Ciomian
co-operators that thoy ardently believe in a policy which is conducive to

an agreement between nations, and I sincerely hope and trust that the
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continual development of our co-operative ideas will be contributive in

your country, as well as in ours, to a speedy removal of those impediments
which are in the way of a sincere entente cordiale between Britain and
Germany.

I wish and hope that the deliberations of this year's Congress may
further your transactions and invigorate your movement. You are thus

doing important service, not only to your proper movement, but also to

the spreading of culture and the adjustment of contending interests

l)otween nations.

SWEDEN.

Mr. K. G. RosLiNG (Sweden) said : Let me at first apologise, as I am
afraid I cannot talk your language fluently.

Mr. Hedborg and I bring you the heartiest compliments from our

directors and other co-operators in Sweden, and thank you for your kind

invitation to this Congress, wishing the large British co-operative move-
ment continued success.

The last year has been very good for the co-operative movement
in Sweden. We have made good progress in sales as well as an increase

in membership.

Among our five 'and a half million inhabitants there are about 800

retail societies at work, 800 farmers' societies, and 400 butter-making

societies.

In Ko-operativa Forbundet (the Co-operative Union and the Co-opera-

tive Wholesale Society organised together), which we represent, wo have

550 retail societies in membership, these together having 116,449 members.

Last year the net sales of these societies were about 35,000,000 Swedish

crowns (about £1,944,445), with a net profit of 1,500,000 crowns (£83,334),

on a share capital of 2,010,000 crowns (£111,667).

Our Co-operative Wholesale Society's net sales amounted to 6,744,347

crowns (£374,686), with a net profit of 104,525 crowns (£5,807), on a share

capital and funds of 374,201 crowns (£20,789).

Our newspaper Ko-operatoren had 20,000 subscribers, and our almanac

87,150 ; and 750 co-operative propaganda speeches were given.

The co-operators have also their own little savings bank where they

put in their money. We have now in that bank 1,387,754 crowns (£77,080),

and that is, at present, money enough for our Co-operative Wholesale

Society.

As you hear, we Swedish co-operators are, as well as we can, working

for our co-operative idea. We consider the co-operative movement is one

of the best weapons of the labouring class in their economic struggle. In

laying a good economic foundation, and then own, the workers can improve

their position, and become less dependent on the system of private

capitalism.
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INTERNATIONAL GREETINGS.

Dr. HaksMulleb (the secretary ol the International Co-operative Alliemce),

speaking in English, said : You have given me to-day a hearty welcome,

for which I thank you very much ; but it far exceeds my modest desserts

in the cause of co-operation, and which only serves to increase the emotion
which I feel in finding myself once again in fro^it of a British Co-operative

Congress—that means a gathering of friends—and on the soil of this fine

and hospitable country with which my happiest recollections are ever asso-

ciated. I am also delighted to see you remember me as a friend, and an
enthusiastic admirer of your great achievements, although since the Ptusley

Congress I have not appeared as frequently on this platform as I did in

former years. However, you may rest assured that my interest in your
movement has not slackened, but that I have tried to follow the continual

and splendid progress of your efforts, upon which I tender you my heartiest

congratulations. I have to perform this duty not particularly in the name
of the Swiss co-operators, as I used to do formerly, but in the name of the

International Co-operative Alliance, with which I am now more closely

associated. This Alliance comprises to-day about 6,000 societies, with

7,000,000 of members in 25 countries, and amongst 30 nationalities. Con-

sidering that there are at least 120,000 co-operative societies in existence

throughout the world, it cannot be said that the Alliance has already fulfilled

ite mission. On the contrary, we must admit that it has not yet passed

the initial stage, notwithstanding that it was formed eighteen years ago.

Naturally, progress is always slow in the beginning, and if you remember
that your own movement prtictically began at the end of the 18th centurj',

and that an uninterrupted progress can be recorded only since 1844, you
will not come to the conclusion that those who were engaged in building

up the International movement have shown ability quite inadequate to

the enormity of their task. In our endeavours to create a strong International

co-operative organisation we often have to face problems which are very

difficult to solve. Our success or failure depends largely upon conditions

and facta over which we have no control. Progress in international

co-operation can only be brought about as the co-operators in the diflferent

countries become far-sighted, confident in each other's loyalty and faith-

fulness, and convinced that the realisation of one universal co-opcrativu

cuninionwoalth, establishod on the principles of brotherhood and equal

rights, is the destiny which Humanity is created tu attain. You will admit
that such a change cannot be brought about in one or two decades, although

we may thankfully reoogniae that therif are many forces at work in the world,

even outside of cu-of)oration, which tend to foster this dovelopinent. But
fievertheloss, the probl(>ms with wliich we are confronted are very diflioult

to tackle— not only that to which my friend Maxwell has drawn your
attention recently—but also that much more siniplo problem of uniting

the different branches of co-oixirative activity ip the different oouutries

in one large international organisation. Let me explain that by an example.



486 RECEmoN of Foreign Delegates.

You will perhaps remember that nine years ago we held an Internationa

Congress at Budapest, where the majority of the delegates refused to carry

a resolution by which the demand for state aid would have been declared

compatible with co-operative principles. By this decision the congress

disappointed some of the leaders of the agricultural co-operative unions,

which eventually withdrew from the Alliance. Since then, on the initiative

of the late Mr. Haas, the then President of the great German Union of

agricultural co-operative societies, there was formed, in 1906, a second

International Union of Agricultural Co-operative Organisations, the " Green

International," which was joined by many unions and societies tJiat were

included in our membership. With all due respect to Mr. Haas and his

followers, I question if the formatipn of a second International Alliance

was a step in the right direction. I question if it was even in the best interests

of agricultural co-operation to sever the connection with the industrial and

distributive wing of the movement. I think we can not only prove very

conclusively that we are no adversaries of agricultural co-operation, but

also that there is nothing in the co-operative organisations of the consumers

and industrial workers that is calculated to do harm to the class of agri-

culturists. It is true we are not inclined to pay exceptional prices for

agricultural produce ; we want that at the ordinary prices. But in acting

upon this principle I do not believe that we are committing an injustice

against agriculture and our fellow men who are tilling Mother Earth. We
have never pretended to reform the national and international economic

life in extending charity and gifts to those who need to raise their financial

and social conditions. What we are aiming at is a redistribution of wealth,

and a greater share for those who have helped to produce it. This principle

is quite sufificient to bring about the uplifting of the agriculturists. The

natiu-al and inevitable consequence of the activity of our co-operative

distributive societies is a greater demand, not for motor cars, diamond rings,

and similar luxuries, but for the necessities of life. The vast majority of

the members of our stores are lacking for themselves and their families

sufficient nourishment ; and if their co-operative societies succeed in in-

creasing the purchasing power of their wages, they utilise the opportunity

mostly in buying more agricultural produce. This fact alone is calculated

to increase the demand for corn, cattle, fruit, &c., and to raise their prices

in the markets. Now, the greater demand for agi'icultural produce is, in

my opinion, the best way to stimulate the round development of agriculture,

and to bring u])out that revival of country life which is so much talked aljout

in these days. Therefore, I have no hesitation in asserting that the distri-

butive co-operative movement is the best friend of the agriculturist,

especially the agricultural co-operator, and that there is plenty of room

for mutual co-operation between his and our societies. Would it not be

much better if the store movement and the agricultural co-operative move-

ment joined hands in one great International Alliance, instead of being

split up into two separate organisations. For the sake of co-operation,
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I hope the late Mr. Hacis might pcirdon me, when I am plantixig to-day upon
liis fresh grave the hop>e that the time will come when there is only one Inter-

national Co-operative Alliance. I cannot conclude my plea for greater

unity in the co-operative movement without congratulating my Scottish

friends upon their endeavour to prevent the development of agricultural

co-operation on separate, and even hostile, lines. I think you work in the

right direction, and I wish you every succdfes in this new and promising
enterprise.

Vocal and instrumental interludes v€iried the programme, which was
brought to a close with the spirited singing of " Auld Lang Syne " witli

" hands all round."



SECOriD DAY OF COMGRESS,

m-

TUESDAY. 13th MAY, 1913.

MORNING SITTING*

DISCUSSION ON CENTRAL BOARD REPORT RESUMED
Bright and sunshiny weather favoured the resumption of Congress

on the Tuesday morning, which led the President to express the hope that

the discussion on the all -important question of " Co-operation with other

Forces " would be characteris d by the same happy features.

FUSION WITH OTHER FORCES.

(See Report 40, page 122.)

The General Secretarv stated that the delegates would see from

the report that the Cambridge Society and the Manchester and Salford

Equitable Co-operative Society had sent in resolutions to the following

effect :

—

That this Congress endorse the efforts now being made by the

Co-operative Union and other bodies to secure a closer union

between the forces of organised labour and the co-operative

movement, believing that it is only by combined and persistent

effort in this direction that advantages gained by organisation

and sacrifice can be permanently secured to the membere
and the future interests of the wage earner adequately

safeguarded.
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Since the printing and publioation of the report amendmenta to that

resolution had been received by the Central Board from the St. Helens and
Warrington societies as follows :

—

That this Congress views with concern the proposal of a union

between the co-operative movement, the trade union move
ment, and the Labour Party, and considers that such a fusion

would be fatal to the fundamental principles of the co-operative

movement—principles under which co-operation has achieved

such remarkable success, and would lead to the estrangements

and divisions inseparable from party politics.—St. Helens
Industrial Co-operative Society.

That this Congress, whilst recognising the efforts of the trade ui.ions

and the National Labour Party for the uplifting of the workers,

yet considers that it is unwise, in the intei-ests of the

co-operative movement as a whole, that it should be identified

with any political party or section.—Warrington Equitable

Industrial Co-operative Society.

It was now suggested, however, that these two amendments should

be withdrawn in favour of the following, which had been sent in by five

delegates on behalf of five different societies :

—

Omit the words after " Congress " and substitute the words

—

" whilst approving of concerted action with trade unions and
other organised bodies for raising the status of labour, cannot

sanction union with the political Labour Party ; and that

the Central Board be instructed to strictly maintedn the

neutrality of the movement in respect of party politics, so

that political dissension in our ranks may be avoided."

But before that suggestion could be acted upon the Congress would
have to give its approval.

The Chairman submitted the matter to the delegates and with practi-

cally one voice they gave permission for the St. Helens and Wetrrington

amendments to be withdrawn.

Mr. W. T. Chaster (Southern Section) said it had fallen to his lot to

move the resolution which had been sent in by the Cambridge and Manchester

and Salfurd societies. Before they sttirted the discussion, however, he

should like to draw attention to the report of the conunittee u{>on which the

resuhitidn was based, because there H(>oiued to be a good deal of misconception

as to what the resolution meant, if they adopted his suggention and n^fornnl

to the rei>ort, they would find that it wiis merely the consideration of a
subject which was of vital importance to all organised labour, with the object

of soeing whether it was possible or not to come to some understanding

between co-operators and other labour forces. There was nothing in that

report to suggest that " we propose a political union with any party what-

ever." Taking that as a basis of argument, ho said he wanted the delegates

to discuss the whole matter from a sane point of view, and leave out all
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personalities and all supposition ; in other words, to deal with the question

as it was presented to them in the report. He was not one of those who
desu*ed to force personal opinions upon anybody, but there did come a tin;ie

in the history of men, in the history of movements, when it was necessary

for them to review their position. He was not going to criticise the views

of those who were opposed to the resolution, and he hoped such people would
give those who were in favour of it credit for having the good of the move-
ment at heart. He asked the delegates not to think for a single moment
that the co-operators who were behind the resolution had the slightest desire

to dismember the movement ; they had spent too many years in building

up the fabric to have any wish to destroy it. But changes had taken place

in the commercial life of the country, and it was necessary for co-operators

to readjust their position so as to meet those changed circumstances. He
knew there were some who would say any departure from the old path

would lead to loss of trade and membership to the co-operative movement.
He did not believe it ; and when co-operators were prepared to sacrifice

principle to expediency, they were ready to part with one of the attributes

which had made their movement a great one. But an organisation must
either mark time or go forward ; and as co-operators did not want to mark
time or go backward, he urged them to go forward. What was the real

strength of any movement or organisation ? The real strength of any
movement or organisation was not in numbers at all, but in the convictions

of its members ; and if he were a leader of an industrial army, he would
much prefer to have an army of a thousand, provided they were men and
women of strong convictions, rather than twice that number of men and
women who would run away at the first sign of adversity. They in the

co-operative movement were finding this position to-day : that their com-
mercial success was attracting men and women to theii* ranks who had not

taken any interest in either labour conditions or co-operative life, and who
looked upon the movement as something which would ensure them a safe

investment for their money. He did not think such people—people who
would leave the store when the first shot was tired—were of much strength

to the movement. What they wanted was that the throe sections repre-

sented at the recent conference should consider how far they could take

their united efforts. He knew where the crux of the matter lay : it was
when they came to introduce into the discussion the Labour Party. He
desired to say he held no brief for the Labour Party. He was not a member
of the Labour Party ; but he recognised the enormous good that party

had done in the general upliftment of the people. They had not to go very

far back in a study of national affairs before they were forced to admit that

the introduction of that party into the political arena had had greater and
more far-reaching effect than any other movement during the last half

century. He mentioned this because if they were to have a conference of

the labour forces it would be unfair to the Labour Party to suggest that,

because they might be opposed to them on political grounds, they ignored

their social programme. If the delegates looked at the report they would
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see that they were not asked to sanction any political alliance. (A delegate :

" We are quite aware of that.") He then read the following clause of the

resolution, which the conference of the three forces passed on 8th February

of this year :

—

Further, that this conference be adjourned to enable the three

sections represented to formulate proposals for submission to

the next conference, and eventually to the constituent bodies

of the parties represented.

All that the committee wanted the delegates to do was to endorse the action

they had already taken. He concluded by asking that they sink their little

petty differences for the gaining of larger and nobler ideals.

Mr. R. J. Davies (Manchester and Salford) seconded, and explained

that the resolution did not mean alliance with any political party. He was

not speaking on his own behalf, but on behalf of members of his own society,

who had passed a resolution in its favour by a large majority. He would

have thought that it was no longer necessary to argue that they should

work in harmony with the Trades Union Congress—it was a body they could

work in harmony with ; but he supposed that the quarrel would be with

any suggestion that the movement should become attached to the National

Labour Party. He wanted the co-operative movement to demand its

rights as a political force. They had been asking for favours from Parlia-

ment, through the Joint Parliamentary Committee ; but he believed that

the movement was strong enough now to demand its own political right.

All meml^ers of the Labour Party were, practically speaking, co-operative

members. ("No, no.") The National Labour Party believed in the

collective principle for the upliftment of the people of this country. He did

not believe that the standard of life could be raised sufficiently by voluntiury

effort. The sphere of politics to-day was altering very rapidly. There was

a time when Parliament never touched wages at all, never touched social and

industrial rights at all ; and in the co-operative movement sales were down
when the railway workers and the miners were on strike, showing how
co-operation was affected by trade union action. He believed in the Labour

Party, the co-operative movement, and the trade union movement. He
believed in the co-operative principle first ; and he ventured to say that any

co-operator who would give the matter a serious study must become a

believer in the collective principle of the State. They were trying to raise

the people from the slums and the morass of jKJverty, but they were

stultifiod by the two pnrti(«s of the State. Those partic«t consisted of

capitalists and landowners, and were against the co-oporativo effort of the

people. It was necessary that they should stand united against them with

the object of raising the people alM)ve the line of poverty. To do tliat it

was necessary to enter the political field, and if poUtiot were wrong* it was

their duty to clean them.

Mr. £. O. Qbkbnimo (Agricultural and Horticultural Association) said

the resolution the CongreM had beard road had brought out three aixMiid-
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menta from different parts of the country, each acting without any knowledge

of what the other was doing. The representatives of those societies agreed

to unite on one amendment, which it was his privilege to move. That
amendment was to omit the words after " Congress " in the resolution, and
substitute the words

—

Whilst approving of concerted action with trade unions and other

organised bodies for raising the status of laboui', cannot sanction

union with the political Labour Party ; and that the Central

Board be instructed to strictly maintain the neutrality of the

movement in respect of party politics, so that political dissension

in our ranks may be avoided.

He moved that amendment with all his heart, and ho echoed the plea that

no bitterness would be introduced. In the fifty -five years he had been
engaged in the co-operative movement he had taken part in some warm
controversies ; and if any trace of bitterness appeared to remain from these

controversies, he asked forgiveness. He could not discuss this matter
without earnestness, however, for he felt the resolution proposed was a

dangerous one. He begged the delegates to mark closely the words of the

resolution. It was in favour of " a closer union with the organised forces of

labour." There could be no doubt as to which forces were included in this,

for the report upon which it was based specified them. When Mr. Maxwell
made his suggestion, it was free from any intimation of political action, and
he accepted Mr. Maxwell's proposal then, believing that it might rouse a

new spirit by its idealism, and that it might give an advance in the sphere of

production by founding new, happy garden homes for the people ; of getting

the people back to the land, and in the direction of many new movements
tending to the elevation of labour. It appeared that all these things might
come out of it ; but no conference had been called with the organised bodies

for carrying out these reforms. The only two bodies which had been called

in were trade unions (to which he did not object) and the political Labour
Party (to which he did object). If the resolution meant anything, it meant
closer union with the political Labour Party, as well as with trade-unionism.

Mr. Golightly had appeared to have adopted a kind of maternal affection

for the movement, and to look with a motherly eye on the preliminary

flirtation in the matchmaking. He had told them that he did not want to

introduce politics into co-operation, but to introduce co-operation in politics.

He wished to remind Mr. Golightly of a little verse that ho would probably

remember

—

There was a youLg lady of Niger,

Who went for a ride on a tiger

;

They returned from that ride

With the lady inside,

And a smile on the face of the tiger.

It was dangerous to go riding on tigers. The letters he had written to the

Co-operative News had brought a mass of correspondence to him from all
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parte of the kingdom. He was told that there were meetings, small in

proportion to the number of members, which were being rushed cuid packed,

and veterans were being displaced in the societies for poUtical reasons ;

the same thing was being done in the appointment of delegates ; co-operative

money was being invested in the DaHy Citizen, which was a political news-

paper. These things were being done, and were raising feelings throughout
the countrj' and diverting the attention of the people from their own objects.

They would not add to the strength of the movement by increasing the

burdens it had to carry ; they could not unite the movement by introducing

new controversies ; and by bringing in politics they multiplied their

opponents. The future was fraught with danger if these measures were to

be carried. The amendment was clear and simple. It said to leaders of

the movement :
" There is the limit. There is the danger point, and you

are not to go beyond that." They had based their movement in the past

on the happy consent of men of all political ideas united for the great purpose

in which they could all agree. The co-operators had invited such men into

their ranks. Theirs was the capital, the trade, and the profits. The move-
ment htia no right to speak in their name in favour of any one political party.

If it did, some of the members would rasent it. The movement would be

weakened, and the stability of the societies would be undermined, unless

the Congress had the determination to speak with a decided voice.

Mr. W. Cheetham (St. Helens), in seconding the amendment, said the

spirit in which they framed it was their feeling that the proposition from the

Cambridge Society struck at the root of the freedom which co-operators had
enjoyed for so long. They felt that up to now the platform of co-operation

had been the common ground upon which all could meet. It had known no
sect, no creed, and no party. To interfere with that course, under which

co-operation had prospered so greatly, they thought, would be to take a

wrong course, and they wanted that course to be kept open. They did not

disparage any other organisation : they had not a word to say against trade-

unionists. What they wanted was that trade-unionists should continue

their course, and that co-operators be allowed to continue theirs, free from

any part, free from any political side.

Mr. W. Maxwell (International Co-operative Alliance), whose advance
to the platform roused the audience to a hearty round of applause, said that

was not the first time in his political career that he had had his clothes stolen

whilst bathing. It was in no bitterness that he said this of Mr. Greening

—

they were old friends—but he had no leaning to a political party. The
whole thing was a storm in a tea-cup. What he had in his mind wns (he

very success of co-operation—the great increase in production and distribu-

tion in the movement in Great Britain was sending them almost to sleep as

a progressive body. What ho thought wan if tmything could be done to

waken up the movement to the ideals that established it in Rochdale in

1844, namely, that they would employ their own people and help others

besides. With a united democracy, their position would bo unassailable

;
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and he felt to-day, as keenly as ever, that they should unite with the trade-

unionists—and that was all he had proposed—not for general purposes, but

for the one purpose of uplifting the lower classes of working men, because

they were out for the same purpose, only they were working on different

lines. If they were to join hands, according to a trade paper which he had
seen, it would be the end of the private trader. After the vote taken on the

question eight years ago at Paisley, in pure loyalty to that vote, he could

not ask his fellow co-operators to join ai.y political party. Mr. Greening

had seen several friends, and had got them to his way of thinking ; and now
that gentleman had simply accepted his (Mr. Maxwell's) position, and not

he Mr. Greening's. The difference between men who grew older was that

they took different roads ; and some thought that what was good enough in

their time was still good enough to-day. He did not believe in that. Some
men saw ghosts all their lives, and they were afraid of them. Well, he had

never been afraid of ghosts. Therefore, he urgently advised them to keep

away from political party, and " join hands in what they can help you to do,

and you can help them to do, to establish such a feeling of concord between

the two as would weed out the great sweating system, and establish banks

where working people could send their capital, instead of to joint-stock banks,

where it could be used against them." There were other conditions and

circumstances that would arise in their minds which could be remedied if

they joined hands with the 2,000,000 of trade-unionists. Instead of a fight,

he concluded, they were going to have " a lot of hand-shaking," and wish

them " God speed !
" And where they led, with the same purpose in view,

they would go with them.

Mr. T. Lethaby (Stratford) said he believed that the ideals of the men
of Rochdale, and, at the same time, the ideals of the movement to-day, was

to do the best to uplift the masses of the country ; and co-operation was

not the end, but a means to the end, and that end was the abolition of poverty,

and outside the co-operative movement they had got to realise that there

were organisations at work with practically the same ideals as they had

themselves. But there was a lack of unity among the three wings of the

great Labour movement—the political, as represented by the Labour Party ;

the industrial, as represented by the Trade Unionists ; and the economic,

as represented by the Co-operative Movement. What he wanted to see

was a closer union among these wings. The day before, the speaker pointed

out, they had advocates of approaching Parliament for the passing of a

National Minimum Wage Act ; but now what did they see ?—those very

advocates opposing the resolution in favour of closer union with another

force, for political action. And to which political party would they have to

go for help on the minimum wage question ? To the Labour Party, of course.

Mr. W. J. Douse (Midland Section) said ho agreed with the proposer of

the motion that the matter now being discussed was perhaps the most serious

one that had been presented to any Congress he had had the pleasure to

attend. At first sight there was nothing particularly dangerous in the pro-
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posal, but he could not affect to pretend that he could not see a trend—(Mr.

Maxwell :
" A ghost ")—in the matter. Not a ghost. It had been said

that men, sixty years ago, who laid deeply in the intellectual soul of the

peoplo of tho countrj' a new thesis for the betterment of the i>eople, safe-

guarded the initial right of every member in regard to their higher interests

and claims of religion, and the rights of political faith and belief. Ever
since the movement started, they had had the lion of an almost extinct

Toryism lying side by side with the democratic lamb. Now they were asked

to johi the Labour forces. (" No, no.") They were asked to joui certain

Labour forces. (" No, no.") When his friends shouted " No " it only

betokened the weakness of their case. Mr. Maxwell was wise enough and
shrewd enough not to tell them which wing of the political party they were

to be associated with Which wing was it—the moderate, or the extreme

wing ? (" There is only one wing.") Mr. Douse said that that must be the

interrupter's wing. .There was no possibility of the co-operative movement
marking time or of its going backward. Did that Congress look like it ?

It was their duty, as Mr. Charter said, to go forward. He would say, on the

strength of the solid book in his hand, that there was not the slightest

indication that the forces of co-operation were going backward or standing

still. Look at the majesty of theif members and the dignity of their figures.

Did they show a going back ? He would ask them, " for God's sake," to

safeguard their interests and say " No " to the motion.

Mr. D. Gibson (Manchester and Salford Equitable) s€ud he represented

the Manchester and Salford Society, not as the delegate for the members,
but for the committee. The delegates for the members were Messrs. Daviee

and Whiteley. As chairman of the Manchester and Salford Society, he felt

it his duty to place before the delegates the position of that society in this

matter in an unbiassed manner. The meeting which had passed the resolution

which was now before the Congress consisted of four or five hundred members
out of a total membership of 16,000, and he did not want Mr. Davies to

convey a wrong impression to that assembly. Proceeding, Mr. Gibson said

he supported the motion on behalf of his society. But there were ghosts

about, and it struck him that some of the individuals connected with the

motion were in the form of ghosts. Personally, he agreed absolutely with

all the efforts the Co-operative Union were making with a view to obtcuning

information and submitting it to Congreaa to enable the delegates to come
to some conclusion. There were ways and means of utilising the various

forces for the benefit of the whole. He could also agree with the amendment.
If that were put as a resolution, he thought it would be carried equally with

the one before them. The members who controlled a society were a com-
paratively small proportion of the whole, but in their deliberations they

should always consider the safety and tho interests of the movement as a

whole.

Mr. J. YouNO (Scottish Wholesale Society) said he would like to ask

those who were against the resolution how they intended to bring about the
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Co-operative Commonwealth. They appeared to wcuit the committee who
represented the movement at a joint conference not to implicate it financially

and to steer clear of politics. How they could do that he could not see.

Up to the present the workers had apparently only had one way of improving

conditions, and that was through the strike. Were they (co-operators) going

to assist them through strikes or by way of taking an active interest in

politics ? Many of those on the platform had written and spoken about the

Co-operative Commonwealth for the last thirty years, and he wanted them
to say how it was to be brought about. He was of opinion that it coujd not

be realised so long as they had private property and took no interest in

politics. Was either the Conservative or the Liberal Party pledged to help

the working classes ? The man who controlled the sources of wealth

practically controlled his life, and the only way in which they could secure

the means of production was by capturing the House of Commons and making
it the House of the People. Practically speaking, all the sources of wealth

were in the hands of private individuals, who used them for their own
personal ends. They wanted the working classes represented by men of

their class, and when they obtained that, then they would see the dawn of

the Co-operative Commonwealth. Mr. Maxwell was appealing for a united

democracy, and how could they get that without going into the House of"

Commons ?

Mr. J. Johnston (North-Western Section) supported the resolution,

and in doing so, quoted the following passage from the sermon delivered on

Congress Sunday by the Rev. Wm. A. Curtis, at the Marischal College :

—

" No limits could be set to the legitimate development of co-operative

association among men so long as good faith, moral rectitude, and public

spirit were cultivated among the British people." How were they going to

cultivate public spirit amongst the British people with the limited means of

propaganda they had at their disposal ? How much was their Congress

known to the British people ? Only to a very small extent. He ventured

to assert that if they went more into public life they would be able to do

more for co-operation than if they confined their efforts to within their own
movement. The committee which was appointed to consider the question

of the minimum wage recommended that the movement should actively

co-operate in the present agitation for a national minimum wage. That was
co-operating with other forces. The committee on the rise in prices also

suggested a similar course of action. They adopted, the day before, the

reports of those two committees, and thereby practically admitted the

principle of co-operating with the Labour forces. He was afraid that many
of those who were opposed to the resolution had the impression that the

Labour Party was a Socialist party. He said it was a wrong impression,

because the Labour Party was not a Socialist body. It was composed

in the main of trade-unionists, and he ventured to say—and he spoke

with some knowledge—that the majority of trade-unionists were not

Socialists. There was another part of that Labour Party—the

Independent Labour Party—which was a comparatively small body, so
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far as numbers were concerned, but none the less an influential body. Then
there was the Fabian Society, which was smaller still in numbers, but which

exercised a good deal of influence on the social and economical life of the

country. There were a few co-operative societies members of the Labour
Party, and he suggested that if they followed their example they would be

moving in the right direction. He appealed to the delegates to pass this

resolution authorishig the members to continue the work they had entered

upon. They had, as a co-operative movement, practically no voice in the

House of Commons. How long had their Bill been before Parliament ?

For many years, as they would know ; and, what was more, they seemed to

be making no progress with it.

Several delegates at this stage were eager to speak, but the Chairmcm
stated he had several names of people who had risen, and these would be

called upon in due order.

Mr. F. Maddison (rising to a point of order) : Is it a new procedure

that we have to send names up ?

The Chairman : The names are lieing taken as delegates rise. They
will be called upon in their order.

The discussion was then resumed.

Mr. J. Henson (Birmingham) reminded delegates that the most tierj'-

spirited speeches did not always lead to the wisest decisions. Their friend

at the back of the hall (Mr. Young) asked the men on the platform, whose
^»Titten works he had read and whose speeches he had heard, how this thing

was to be brought about ; and he went on to explain that it would be by
adopting the very means they had adopted during last year. He (Mr.

Henson) believed that the co-operative movement had done more for the

working people than any other movement. He wtis not opposed to linking

up with other forces. His mind was with Mr. Maxwell, that if co-operators

should amalgamate with them, it should be with the spirit that they should

help one another, but he did not say it should be on the political platform.

Any party that would do good to the working people of this country, and
any movement that would do good, he would help. But take religion or

party politics ; the co-operative movement up to the present had done more
for the working people than any of them. Why should they then try to

bring any particular party into the inatter ? He wished to impress upon
the delegates that this was a question of flnance. The co-operative move-
ment had built up its funds from the twopence per week of the Rochdale

Pioneers to the magnitude of to-day. If they had an amalgamation with

the political parties, would theee parties leave their great reservp funds

alone ? If they were going to amalgamate, they should not do it in a half-

hearted way ; but if they did amalgamate, ho wotild warn them that the

partners in a firm had an equal claim on the finances of the firm. He thought

the co-operators and the political parties should do what they could in their

own way.

There wore cries of " Vote I
" at this stage, but the debate proceeded.

34
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Mr. W. Gaixachkr (Scottish Wholesale Society) said it was perhaps
quit« as well that the very moderate proposition of the committee should

have been met with the very drastic amendment that nothing should be
done. It was just as well the issue should be quite clear. That morning
marked a new development in co-operation. Mr. Maxwell decried political

action, and said he did not mean that. He submitted that they could not

eschew political action if they touched trade-unionism, for political action

was an essential factor in trade-unionism. If the two movements came
closer together they would partake more and more of each other's

characteristics. The committee's resolution meant political action and the

reactionaries present should note that, and vote accordingly. He remembered
the discussion in the trade union movement as to whether they should take

political action ; but this very action had been the most consolidating factor.

There were no people so conservative as the working people who had nothing

to conserve. Were the co-operators, he asked, going to wait until they were
driven into political action ? If they were, let them beware. Was there any
need for political action ? If there was not, they should not touch it ; they

should do nothing that was unnecessary. But he submitted that they did

need political action—they were taking it day after day. They had a report

from the Parliamentary Committee. They had been working for an Act
amending the Industrial and Provident Societies Acts, and he hoped they

would get it in the next ten years ; but the trade unions could get their Bill

through. To carry Mr. Greening's amendment would not end political

dissension. At every election co-operators were divided ; and the only

way in which to bring about political and co-operative unity was to join

together ; to say that something should be done. It was inevitable that

this action should be taken. Not all the eloquence of Mr. Greening could

stem the tide of new ideas ; this step would be taken ; and it was not for

any one to stand in the way of what was for the benefit of the people Mrs.

Partington, with her broom, was not more idly engaged than Mr. Greening

and others in trying to stem the movement.
Mr. F. Maddison (Blackpool Printers) remarked that the quesjiion

was not one of advanced men, or otherwise. It was a meaningless term
to call a man advanced ; it depended upon where he was advancing to.

This was not a question of age or youth. However, the question before them
was one that divided them on a very clear issue. There was no mistaking

the speech of the last speaker ; it was frank and honest, intelligent and clear ;

and he (Mr. Gallacher) had said that there must be political action, and that

was affiliation to the Labour Party. That was what they had got to face. Look
what they had come to ; there was one delegate who had said there were only

two ways that the working classes could emancipate themselves, and they

were by the strike and the vote. Did they believe that ? Yet they had
a co-operative delegate who did not know there was another way. Was
there not the way of the Rochdale Pioneers ? If the movement joined

any political party, in future they would have the Congress turned into a

political bear garden. Suppose they had a co-operator returned as a
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Syndicalist, or an LL.P.'r, or as a B.S.P. man—how were they going to

unify these as a Labour Party ? They could name more veiriety in the

Socialist Party than anywhere else. But now they came to the

real cries of Mr. Maxwell's idea. He (Mr. Maxwell) said we want
co-operation and trade-unionism. We believe that by extending the field

of production and co-partnership methods we should greatly and surely

encroach upon the capitalistic regune—em it was called And then Mr. Maxwell

said we do not want politics. That was exactly what the amendment said.

It said—go on, our sphere of activity is great enough in itself. Co-operation

taught the worker how to organise his capital, and trade-unionism how to

organise his labour. That was the way they should continue to work, and
st*^r clear from the diversities and the quicksand of party politics. He
asked them to maintain their present position. They owed no allegiance

to any one party, but made demands upon all parties. If they joined any
political section, their great movement and finances would be at the beck

and call of political wirepullers.

Mr. J. Davi.son (Northern Section) was the next speaker. He said

he was still satisfied that their original position was the right one. He was
a co-operator of something like 40 years, and although not moving among
the brilliant stars of the movement, and perhaps one who was a carrier of

a hod than the user of a silver trowel, yet he held he knew something about

the spirit and the principles of the movement ; and that being so, it was
matterless to him what the other party might be—political or otherwise

—

for they would stand second with him. Now Mr. Maxwell had told them
that he never asked them to join any political party, but the trade-unionists

only. Well, did he not say they must co-operate with " other forces ?
"

What other forces ? During the sitting of the committee the Labour Party

was mentioned, and there was scarcely any dissent, which, to him, was a

significant fact. The Labour Party was invited to send representatives

to their conference ; and he wished to emphasise the fact that these labour

representatives distinctly recognised that they could not turn over the

co-operative movement to them. But the Labour Party said they were

prepared to give to co-operators every help that they possibly could. It

was said outside the movement that the co-o{)erative movement desired,

and needed, the assistance of trade-unionism and the Labour Party. Why,
it was not commonsense that co-o{)eration could go over to the Labour
Party or any other party.

Mr. 8. BLAKEBORoroH (Co-operative Newspaper Society) supported

Mr. Greening's amendment, because, said ho, it was a dangen)UH policy

to affiliate with any body outside their own. If they, an an organised body
of co-operators, were to join the I.4ibour Party, the Labour Party would

want something in return. The co-ot>erative movement, he said, won liroad

enough and democratic enough to take in all parties. All you have to do
is to l>ecome a nuMnl>cr <)f a co-o}>ertttivc s«M'ioty, no matter what your religion

or what you are. Something had been said about banking !<^ Wei I, their
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Wholesale Bank was open to any trade organisation in the country. Con-

sidering that they had all parties in their ranks, people of all kinds of political

thought, it would be most dangerous to ally themselves with any political

party at all. They must not lose their individuality as co-operators.

Mr. A. W. GoLiGHTLY (Southern Section), after smilingly observing

that he was not worried about that tiger story, said he was going to support

the present attitude of the Board, because they had done the best they could

in the circumstances with what had been submitted to them. He then

drew attention to the curious fact that the greater part of the previous after-

noon had been spent in discussing politics, whatever their profession was
that morning. He happened to live near the House of Commons, and he

frequently saw Mr. May, their Parliamentary Secretary—and, by the way,

was it not curious that they had a Parliamentary Secretary going about

among Members of Parliament " fishing " or " ear-wigging " as they

called it, in order to get some industrial legislation through the House ?

And look how many years that simple amendment to the Industrial and
Provident Societies Act had been hanging on. All his life, he went on to say,

he had known men who were leaders in the Labour Party, who were quite

as modest, as sincere, and whose manners were quite as good How-
ever, he was quite satisfied, on one point, that if Mr. Greening's amendment
was carried, they had got a step forward at that meeting. He must say

that he had recognised, for some considerable time, that strikes had ceased

to be of the same value that they used to be in the world. What he wanted

to do now, when nearing the end of a somewhat active life in the cause of

labour, was to try to substitute constructive methods for destructive

methods. He knew the danger of introducing party politics into the move-

ment ; and did they think that he, as one who had presided at great

assemblies of the movement, would want to try and wreck all his life's work ?

Did they not think it would be good for politics if they got " a bit of co-opera-

tion " introduced into them? I do not know how you are going to get it,

he concluded, but I know what is going to happen !

Many of the delegates at this stage cried " Vote." The Chairman,

however, ruled that the question was too important to take the vote at the

present moment, and proceeded to call upon the next speaker on his list.

Another delegate moved that two more speakers be heard and then

the vote be taken ; but the Chairman ruled the motion out of order. " We
have not reached that stage yet," he said.

Mr. J. G. Webster (Pioneer Boot Works, London) supported the reso-

lution, because he had been an advocate of political action for many years.

He had seen the evolution of the idea working amongst co-operators, and

he felt exceedingly glad to note that it had reached the point of being put

before them in a clear issue that day. The question had been before them

on so many occasions that it was not necessary for him to go into details.

The day had gone by when the movement could keep clear of party politics,

and it was more than ever necessary that the movement should have direct



Discussion on Repout. 501

representation in Parliament. In support of this statement he referred

the delegates to the present position of the railway compeuiies. He was
of opinion that if they had representatives in the House of Commons they

would have an implement whereby they could stem the progress of the

monopolist movement in this country. The time had unquestionably come
when the various forces of labour should be linked up on Parliamentary

action. That was the only way co-operators could hoi>e to have a voice

in the parUamentary affairs of the nation. There were people who thought
that '' fusion of forces " would lead to disruption in the movement ; but

he did not think anything of that nature would happen. He scud the time

had undoubtedly come when the whole of the forces in the working-class

movement should be linked. It seemed to him that parliamentary action

was necessary. He had not heard any one suggest that co-operators should

be a party of their own. He, at all events, did not desire that.

A delegate suggested that the question be now put, but the Chairman
decided to proceed with the discussion.

Mr. W. Landkr (Co-operative Wholesale Society) said he would have
hesitated to trouble the Congress with any remarks of his, but the question

before the " House " was of a vital character. He wanted to clear the air.

They were not discussing the question of representation in parliament at

all just now—it was not before the " House." They were discussmg the

report of the committee appointed to deal with the question of fusion of

forces, with the recommendation that the committee should have
power to continue its inquiries. He understood that the basis of that

suggestion was in order that they might take a forward step in production.

If that was so, then it seemed to him that the forces which needed linking

up were the forces already inside the movement ; he meant their own mem-
bers. He was of opinion that they should do that before going outside and
drawing other forces in. Production in the movement was not stagnant,

as some people said ; it was very much aUve, and the near future would
see developments if they were only loyal to their trust. How was the union
he had in mind to be brought about ? The door of co-operation was alwaya
open, and anybody who desired could come in. He need not exercise any
political opinion in regard to his co-operation. He had got a standing as

a citizen of the Empire and so had they ; and if they wanted to use the

position they held properly, then they must rule the parliamentary machine
as citizens. It seemed contradictory to go and ask somebody to help them
when the very essence of co-operation was self-help. It was suggested

that there should be co-operation with other foroee. Ue would like to put
it the other way : that other forces should co-operate with oo-operation.

He would like their trade union and labour friends—Hnany of whom were
good co-operators—to take a more active interest in the movement, tlien

there would not be any strikes, because they would have one common object.

So far as production was concerned, he said co-operators were on good terms
with their trade union friends, and efforts were being made to urge trade-
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unionists to become co-operators and co-operators to become trade unionists.

He just wanted to say a word of warning, and that waa not to meddle with

party poHtics. He asked them to carry the amendment, because, in liis opinion,

it would be the safest way in developing the movement, and would remove
any danger from creating dissension amongst themselves.

Mrs. A. Blaib (City of Liverpool) thought that at this period of the

discussion it would be just as well to find out what they wanted. She did

not quite realise from the resolution why anybody should conclude that

there was any declaration to join the Labour Party. She wanted to know
what was the meaning of the amendment. She could not at all understand

from the resolution that they were going to join or ally themselves with the

Labour Party. It would also seem that from the speeches in favoui of the

amendment they were not going to have anything to do with the Board's

resolution. The trade union movement, the Labour Party, and the co-opera-

tive movement had all been successful to a certain extent, but if they were

not going to ally themselves with one another, they were going to injure

themselves. By being joined they would be in a far better position to further

one another's interests than by working separately. The trade union move-
ment wanted wages, the co-operative movement wanted increased purchasing

power, and the political Labour Party wanted votes ; and it was their duty

to see that the three were banded together and work for one common end.

When workers spent money outside the co-operative movement, it was

misspent money, and if trade-unionists did not vote for the Labour Party

it was a misuse of the vote. But what they needed to do was to gather

themselves together and find out how best they were going to remove the

social blots in connection with the working classes.

Cries of " Vote," " Vote," were again raised. The Chairman then

closed the discussion and called upon Mr. Charter to reply.

Mb. charter REPLIES.

Mr. Charter, replymg to the discussion, said he had been in the

unfortunate position on the platform of not being able to hear the whole

of the speakers, either for or against the resolution. He did not propose

to take up much time in replying. The great bulk of the debate had been

on a point which he distinctly stated was not raised in the resolution,

and that was an alliance with the political Labour Party. Let him direct

them once more to the report of the United Board. The whole crux of the

position was not whether they were willing to ally themselves with any party,

but whether they were willing for the United Board to carry on their investi-

gations as to how far it is possible for the forces to move together. He
asked them to vote for the resolution because he did not want Congress

to slam the door in the face of one of the forces of labom*, and to refuse to

discuss whether or not any future action was justified. As far as his society

was concerned, if that had been a resolution to amalgamate with the Labour

Party, he would not have moved it, and his society would never have sent
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it in. They were prepared to accept the verdict of the majority and abide

by their decision. Whatever it might be those responsible for the resolution

were prepared to work in heuroony, because they believed that just as they

claimed the right to liave an opinion, the same right belonged to others, and
they all had the same object in view, which was to fiu^her the true

co-operative spirit. Their whole desire was to get to know there and now
whether it waw wise for them to go any further in those negotiations or not.

But he did ask them to recognise the fact that if they voted for the amend-
ment they would preclude any further conference with any other body except

tlie co-operative and trade union organisations.

The Chairman : To test the meeting we will take a show of the delegates'

cards and, if necessary, we can then take a count.

A delegate objected to this procedure on the ground that voting cards

should be used in the first instance.

The Chairman pointed out that that was not expressly stated, but,

as the objection had been raised, the vote would be counted.

Mr Greening's amendment was then read, and the tellers having

taken their places, the vote was taken " for " and " against " the

amendment.

The figures were subsequently announced as follows :

—

For the amendment 1,346.

Against 580.

Loud applause followed the announcement of the figures and the

CHAiRifAN declared the amendment carried.

The Congress adjourned for luncheon at this stage.

SECOND DAY OF CONGRESS,

AFTERNOON SITTING.

THE PIONEERS OF ROCHDALE.
(See Report 41, page 124.)

The PRKMIDENT having taken the chair for the aftomoon session, the

(ieneral Secretary drew attention to the ))aragrai)h in the report that tlie

United I3oiird liad appointed a sub-committee to confer with the conunitteo

of the Rochdale rionoorB* Society as to the advisability of making a national

appeal with the object of perpetuating the memory and work of the pioneers

of the movement. The matter was considered at the Central Hoard nu^eting

on Saturday last, when it was remitted bock to the United lioanl. In all

probability a report would be submitted to Congreis naxt year.
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Mr. A. Varley (Co-operative Secretaries' Association) said one of the

finest ways of perpetuating the memory of the pioneers would be the purchase
of the old shop at Toad Lane.

The Chairman said that the suggestion would be considered.

Mr. H. Keen (Edmonton) expressed the opinion that the getting of

the movement back to its original ideals would bo the best way of perpetuating

the memory of the pioneers. Then it would not be necessary for employes
to fight for a living wage. He was of opinion that the movement had drifted

away considerably from its ideals, and one reason for that was the desire

for high dividends.

It was thereupon agreed that the matter should be left in the hands
of the United Board.

ORIEL SCHOLARSHIPS.

(See Report 43, page 125.)

Mr. I. Holmes (City of Bradford) wished to call the attention of

Congress to the regrettable fact that the United Board had found it necessary

to allow one of the scholarships at Oriel College to lapse for one year for

the want of the miserable sum of £20, which would make the money in hand
up to the desired £100. This led one to believe there must be some ulterior

motive behind the lapse of the scholarship. Was there any dissatisfaction

with the training which the students received at the College ? If it was
a fact that the students who came from the college were not doing their

duty to the movement he was not at all sure that the blame should be placed

entirely on their shoulders. The students got economic training at the

imiversity, and yet the movement could find no use for their services. Did
they expect the students to volunteer their assistance ? When Mr. Gregory

gave the report on behalf of the Rise in Prices Committee he did not say

they had extended an invitation to the students to come and give evidence.

Such students should be of great benefit to the movement in research work.

Referring again to the shortage of income for the scholarships, he said he would
also like to know whether there were any legal difficulties in the way of the

United Board granting £20 to make up the difference, or was it a matter
of indifference on their part ?

Mr. F. W. Booth (Hull Printers) said that as things were at present

the scholarship, instead of being a memorial, was an advertisement of weak-
ness. It seemed absurd that in a movement like ours a scholarship should

be withheld for a sum of £20. Some way out of the difficulty should be found

to save the reputation of the movement. They should not mince this matter

at all. It might not be beyond possibility for their friends on the platform

to explain away by flowery metaphor the withdrawal of the scholarship

while it was set up to be a perpetual memorial to the great men who were

connected with the movement.
Mr. Whitehead : The last speaker misses the fact that the Scholarship

fund only realises £80 a year. The Scholarship was increased to £100 and
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they were paying that for four years. The Scholarship must stand vacant,

therefore, for one year, to make up the £100 required.

Mr. W. R- Rae (Northern Section) pointed out that there were other

things connected with this matter that had not yet been referred to. When
inquiry was made, they were not satisfied with the method of selecting the

students, or with the training they got while at Oriel. They were trying,

before they made an appeal to societies for the balance of money, to put

these and other matters right. Mr. Holmes had told them that they had,

by means of this Scholarship, a good opportunity of getting men who would

be of service to the movement because of their knowledge of economics. He
was not quite satisfied that Mr. Hohnes would find that to be established*

One student had said, when appUed to by Mr. Gray ;
" Oh, yes," he could

give lectures, " but his lectures were to be on French hterature—Mohdre's

plays and the like."

INTERNATIONAL CO-OPERATIVE ALLIANCE.

(See Report 49, page 127.)

Mr. R. Handyside (St. George, Glasgow) referred again to the Education

Committee of the Co-operative Union. He did not think the Union was doing

its duty, for while there were classes and scholarsliips, there were none of

these applicable to languages. The one thing which went against the success

of the International Congresses was the question of language. He contended

that the Co-operative Union was doing nothing to minimise this difficulty.

At the International meeting, on the previous evening, the French delegate

had to read his speech in French and it had then to be translated. That
meant two speeches instead of one, and at the Congresses of the Alliance

this was accentuated. He expressed the wish that the Union should take

up the question and establish some Scholarship in languages. He advocated

Esperanto, which was not an ordinary language, and he urged that it would

be better to learn a language useful in all countries than to waste time

learning a language useful in one country only. He hoped the conmiitteo

would include this in their programme.

Mr. Maxwell scud he wanted to make an appeal. The language

question was one of great difficulty to the International Alliance ; it was
the greatest difficulty they had, and if the Union would take up the matter,

they would help the Alliance considerably. The work of the Alliance had
lx>en retarded through the lack of Imguistic facilities. The foreigners were

better linguists than Britishers wore. Ho had never any difficulty in getting

an English speaker on the Continent, but it was difficult to get people in Groat

Britain that could speak foreign language?. When an old man like himself

began French at 66 yean of age, there was not much excuse for younger

men not mastering it.

Mr. W. RnjcY (Blackpool) agreed that this question of language was
one that shoxild be dealt with. He was an Esperantist. He believed that

most difficulties and complications arose between nataone becauee they did
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not understand one another ; they must have a universal language. It was
impossible for working men to listen to speeches in French, German,
Spanisli, or Italian, and get any understanding out of them. Esperanto

on the other hand, was simplicity itself ; it was simply a code language.

He could speak it fluently.

The President : Will you speak to the report—Esperanto has nothing

to do with it ?

Mr. Riley contended that he was speaking to the report, and also to

the fact that the Union should do something to bring about Esperanto as

a common language. He had spoken in this language to a Greek on one

side and a Spaniard on the other side, and they understood each other. They
had no idea what a grand thing it would be if they could introduce Esperanto

into the co-operative movement for the International Congress.

Mr. J. Henson (Birmingham Industrial) asked if they could have

foreign addresses at the International Alliance Congress printed in English,

so that delegates could follow them as they were read. Until they all knew
Esperanto that would be a good idea.

Mr. Maxwell explained that papers sent in to be read at Congress

would be written in three languages, so that the British delegates, being

furnished with a copy in their own language, would be able to follow it in

the language in which it was delivered. That would help them towards

securing a knowledge of the foreign tongue.

The President ; I think we had better pass on to the next business

DECEASED CO-OPERATORS.

The President called attention to the list of names of co-operators

who had passed away since the last Congress, and suggested that, as a mark
of respect to their memory, the delegates should rise in their places.

The suggestion was reverently acted upon.

RULES OF THE UNION.

The next business was the consideration of suggested amendments
to the rules of the Union.

Mr. Gregory (Central Board) explained that the alterations were

mainly of a technical character ; and they were due to the fact that the

operation of the rules, during the past twelve months, had proved that they

were not explicit enough. He said the first rule which they desired

amending was Rule 15, which was as follows :

—

(c) Delegates from societies members of the Union which subscribe

to its funds not less than the amount required by Rule 10 (2).

Each society entitled to appoint delegates under clause (c) shall

be entitled to send delegates to Congress as under :—Societies

with a membership not exceeding 1,000, one delegate

;

Bocieties with a membership exceeding 1,000, one delegate
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for each 1,000 members or fraction thereof up to 6,000. The
maximum number of delegates which may be appointed to

represent any one society shall not exceed six.

{(l) A society consisting of other societies shall be allowed such

number of delegates as the United Board or Central Board
may authorise.

In future they suggested it should read as follows :

—

(c) Delegates from societies members of the Union which subscribe

to its funds not less than the amount required by Rule 10 (2).

Kach distributive society entitled to appoint delegates under

clause {c) shall be entitled to send delegates to Congress as

under :—Societies with a membership not exceeding 1,000

one delegate ; societies with a membership exceeding 1,000,

one delegate for each 1,000 meml^ers or fraction thereof up
to 6,000. The maximum number of delegates which may
be appointed to represent any one society shall not exceed

six.

{(l) A society consisting of other societies, and societies not sub-

scribing upon the basis of membership but whose subscriptions

are fixed by the United Board in accordance with Rule 10 (2),

shall be allowed such number of delegates as the United Board
or Central Board may authorise.

The alteration was agreed to.

Mr. Gregory then introduced Rule 18, which read as follows :

—

Each delegate representative of Conference Association, or

member of the Central Board, shall have one vote, euid each

society entitled to send a delegate to Congress shall have one

vote for each 1,000 members on wliich it contributes payment
at the rate prescribed in Rule 10, clause (2). The full voting

power of a society under this rule may be exeroiaed by one

delegate sent by such society, if no additional delegates are

sent, but if more than one delegate is appointed (to any nmnber
not exceeding six), then the voting power to wliich the society

is entitled may be distributed amongst such delegates not

exceeding six in number.

h\t' moved that this rule be so altered to read as follows :

—

Each delegate representative of Conference Aasociation, or momlx^r

of the Central Board, shall have one vote, and each distributive

society entitled to send a delogato to Congress shall have one

vote for each 1,000 members un which it o<nitributes imymont
at the rate pre8cril)ed in Rule 10, clause (2). The United

Board shall decide the number of votes to which societicci

other than distributive shall be entitled. The full voting

power of a society under this rule may be exercised by one

delegate sent by such society, if no additional delegates are

sent, but if mora than one dwlagate it appointed (to any
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number not exceeding six), then the voting power to which
the society is entitled niaj' be distributed amongst such delegates

not exceeding six in number.

Mr. E. Whiteley (Manchester and Salford) regarding the suggested

alteration to this rule asked whether it was possible for societies to transfer

their votes to delegates from other societies.

Mr. Whitehead replied that the rule stated distinctly that if a delegate

could not attend Congress, his society had power to transfer his ticket to

another delegate duly appointed, but due notice must be given to the

General Secretary. The tickets could not be transferred from one society

to another.

Mr. Whiteley : If a society was represented here yesterday, and had
a number of votes, and the delegates all went away and gave their votes to

the representatives of another society, would that be illegal ?

Mr. Whitehead : Those votes would be taken out.

A Delegate pointed out that according to Rule 15 two bodies

authorised the number of delegates.

The President : Rule 15 has been passed.

The Delegate again remarked that there were two bodies mentioned

in Rule 15 and only one in Rule 18. Was that consistent, he asked ?

Mr. W. Allan (Scottish Wholesale Society) wanted to know if the term
" societies other than distributive " in Rule 18 applied to the Wholesale

Board as well ?

Mr. Whitehead : Yes.

Mr. Gregory, answering a question, said the case of each society was
considered, and the United Board decided according to its merits.

Mr. Allan insisted that the Scottish Wholesale—he could not speak

for the English—was in an anomalous position, as it was both a productive

and a distributive society.

Mr. Whitehead ; I do not know anyone on the United Board who
looks upon a wholesale society as being a distributive society. Its distri-

bution comes through its being a combination of other societies ; and, as

such, its position is decided by the United Board.

Mr. Allan : Nothing can be simpler than to include my point in this

alteration.

Mr. Gregory : You must give a certain amount of confidence to the

executive body when you have laid down a certain principle.

Mr. Whitehead, replying to a question, explained that the term " male "

generally applied to females, as regarded the use of the word candidate.

The alteration was agreed to

Mr. Gregory brought forward Rule 26, which read as follows :

—

(3) The candidate must be a member of some society, member
of the Union, belonging to the sectional district for which

he is nominated, and resident in the section, and must have

been a member of the society by which he is nominated for the

twelve months previous to his nomination.
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It was originally intended that this rule in future should read an

follows :

—

(3) The candidate must be a member of some society, member
of the Union, belonging to the sectional district for which he

is nominated, €md resident in the section, but need not be a
member of the society by which he is nominated.

He stated that the following ctmendment had been sent in by the

Irish Executive, which the Central Board had agreed to adopt in place of

tlioir own amendment :

—

(3) The candidate must be a member of some society, member
of the Union, belonging to the sectional district for which
he is nominated, and resident in the section ; also he must
have been for twelve months inmiediately preceding nomi-

nation a member of some society member of the Union, but

need not be a member of the society by which he is nominated.

Mr. Gregory, in regard to the alteration to this rule, said supposing

a district was composed of twenty societies, and they had the right to select

a candidate for the Central Board. A man was considered very suitable

for the post, and was very acceptable to the whole district. But the society

of which he was a member refused to nominate him—that district was
deprived of his services. They wished to correct that, and make the rule

more democratic, by enabling a district to select any man. providing he

was suitable, a resident in the district, and a member of a society in the

district.

A Delegate said he could not see why they should exclude from the

nominating paper an intimation to the societies voting as to the name of

the society with which the candidate was connected. The other societies

were entitled to know.

Mr. Whitehead replied that some candidates for the Board were

nominated by fifty societies and they could not very well publish the names
of all those societies.

Mr. J. Henson (Birmingham) said that supposing a candidate lost the

support of his own society, and he went to another one, that man's sdciety,

he maintained, had the right to know what other society was taking him up.

Another Delegate : A man, an unscrupulous nmn, might put up
nomination papers himself.

A voice from the platform : No, he could not get hold of one.

Mr. J. Lkiohton (Woolwich) remarked that it opened the door to a

very questionable procedure of election.

Mr. Gregory endeavoured to make the position clear in regard to a

candidate who had lost the confidence of his own society. A man might be

a member of a society, but, in the best interests of the movement, he might

take a definite stand in regard to some principle, and, in consequence, ho

crosses the policy of his fellow members who fall out with him. However,

nineteen other societies are unanimously in favour of him, considering him
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to be a man who will be very useful to the movement. Had tlie movement
to be deprived of that man's services because he is disapproved of by one

society in his district ?

Cries of " No !

"

Mr. J. Marks (Bristol), whilst agreeing with the main point advanced

by " the gentleman on the platform," said the societies in the district

nominating a candidate ought to know whether that person was nominated
b\- his own society or not. If an uidividual had not got the confidence of

his owai society, that society had a perfect right to nominate another of

their members.

Mr. J. Leighton (Woolwich) reminded " our friend on the platform "

of the saying in the good old Book :
" A prophet is not without honour, save

in his own " society !

The rule, in its amended form, was eventually passed by the Congress,

with a few "noes" against.

Mr. Gregory said the next rule they desired to amend was Rule 40,

which at the present time read as follows :

—

(1) During the intervals of the meetings of the United Board,

the operations of the Union shall be conducted by a body
to be called* the Office Committee, which shall be appointed

by and from the members of the United Board, and shall

consist of one member from each Sectional Board.

They suggested that in future it should read as follows :

—

(1) During the intervals of the meetings of the United Board,

the operations of the Union shall be conducted by a body
to be called the Office Committee, which shall be appointed

by and from the members of the United Board, and shall

consist of one member from each Sectional Board, except

the North-Westem, which shall appoint two.

He said a democratic principle was involved and he hoped they would

approve the alteration. (Agreed).

Mr. Gregory then drew attention to Rule 59, which was as follows :

—

(4) No society can nominate more than one candidate, who must

be a member of some society, member of the Union, belonging

to the association for which he is nominated. He must be

a member of the society by which he is nominated. Should any

nominated candidate be a member of more than one society

in different districts, he shall have the choice of the district

in which he prefers to stand election, but no candidate shall

go to the poll in more than one district.

It was originally intended that in future the rule should read as follows :

—

(4) No society can nominate more than one candidate, who must

be a member of some society, member of the Union, belonging

to the association for which he is nominated, and resident

in the district, but need not be a member of the society by

which he is nominated.
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They had, however, decided to withdraw that suggestion and to

recommend the adoption of the following amendment, which had been sent

in by the Irish Executive :

—

(4) No society can nominate more than one candidate, who must
have been for twelve montlis immediately preceding nomi-

nation a member of some society, memljer of the Union, belong-

ing to the association for which he is nominated, and resident

in the district, but need not be a member of the society by
which he is nominated.

Mr. J. Clewlow (St€tfford) inquired whether there was sufficient or

any cause for the suggested alteration. What would they do in a case like

this : Suppose a society had declined to nominate a member for the

Sectional Board and he had got himself nominated by some other society

when the society by whom he was declined nomination had nominated

someone else ? He thought they should have some explanation for the

proposed alteration. He had in mind a case on the lines bo had indicated

and the society refused to re-nominate a candidate because it wanted to nomi-

nate its president. That individual secured nomination from another society

and in that way thwarted the desires of the memliers of the society he was
connected with. He thought that proceedings of that kind were scarcely

fair to the members. If any society should know the qualifications of a

candidate for office, whether for the Sectional Board or the Wholesale Society,

it should surely be the society with which he was connected.

Mr. Gregory said their idea in suggesting the alteration was that

the Northern and North-Western Sections might be put on the same
footing as the other sections of the Union. They desired to make the rules

applicable all round. They would never consider alterations to meet such

personal matters as were suggested by the previous speaker. He aske<l

for the withdrawal of their own amendment and the acceptance of the one

from the Irish Executive. (Agreed).

Mr. Gregory said the next rule they suggested should be altered was
Rule 60, which at the moment read as follows :

—

(4) No society can nominate more than one district candidate,

who must be a member of the society by which he is nomi-

nated, and must be a memljer of some society, member of

the Union, situate in the district for which the nomination

is made. Any person nominated as candidate in more than

one electoral district shall have the choice of the district in

which he prefers to go to the poll ; but no candidate shall

go to the poll at the same election in mon* than one electoral

district.

Their original intention was that the now rule should road as follows :

—

(4) No society can nominate* more than one district candidate,

who must he resident in the district, but necMl not be a

member of the society by which lie is nominatod, and he must
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be a member of some society, member of the Union, situate in

the district for which the nomination is made.

They had, however, decided to ask for the withdrawal of their own
amendment and the adoption of the following amendment sent in by

thft Irish Executive :

—

(4) No society can nominate more than one district candidate,

who must be resident in the district, but need not be a mem-
ber of the society by which he is nominated, and he must have

been for twelve months immediatsly preceding nomination

a member of some society, member of the Union, situate in

the district for which the nomination is made.

A Delegate asked if a candidate had been a member of two societies

for six months each, would that constitute the twelve months' qualification

required by the rule ?

Mr. Gregory : If both of the societies are members of the Union, and

in one district, then I take it candidates in question will have the necessary

qualification of twelve months. He moved that the Irish amendment be

adopted, and this was agreed to.

Mr. W. G. Harrison Walsall) then read his paper on

—

The Best Means of Developing the Productive

Side of the Movements

By Mr. W. G. HARRISON (Walsall)

It is twenty-one years since a Congress paper was devoted to

this subject, when it was dealt with by our President of this year,

Mr. James Deans, with the special purpose of harmonising and

federating every kind of productive effort. The proposals then

made were, doubtless, found to be counsels of perfection, for they

have never been adopted as regards their main features. Never-

theless, the subject has never been absent from the thoughts and

plans of co-operators, and seldom from the discussions at their

various gatherings. And if no formal union has been constituted

I trust we have learned mutual toleration and have reahsed that

one spirit may have many manifestations.
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During these years, also, strenuous practical effort has been

constantly going on to widen the scope of co-operative production.

The Wholesale Societies have added greatly to their enterprises.

Many new productive societies have come into existence, and

while some have come to nought, others have become an assured

success, and their federation has led the way in combination for

business purposes. The productive efforts of retail societies have

been approximately measured- and have steadily grown. In

addition to these, we have seen the rise of agricultural co-operation

carrying on production on somewhat different lines from either of

the foregoing. The building operations of the tenants' co-partner-

ship societies would also be included in a comprehensive survey of

the subject.

While anxious to interpret * productive side " in the widest

possible way, I deem it best to omit the last two heads and confine

myself to the forms of production which are dealt with in the

statistical reports of the Co-operative Union.

From those reports I take the following figures, in order that

we may take our bearings, measure progress made, and ascertain

where we stand in relation to the road yet untravelled :

—

1891. 1901. 1911.

Retail Societies Membership 1,098,362 .. 1,798,770 .. 2,640,091

Sales £31,614,634 .. £62,761,176 .. £74,802,469

Capital £12,727,249 .. £21,960,628 .. £33,268,767

Productive Sales (Wholesale and
Productive Societies) £3,279,811 .. £7,006,266 .. £12,471,416

Do. Capital £1,314,708 .. £2,886,596 .. £4,789,928

Do. Employes — .. 22,289 .. 80,629

Do. Wages —
. . £964,288 . . £1,660,012

Thus, while in twenty years membership ami si Irs ot letail

societies have increased 140 per cent and 137 per cent iv-s|.(itiveiy

and their capital 161 per cent, the output of productive societies

and departments of the Wholesales have increased 280 per cent,

employing a capital 264 per cent greater.

35
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These are no mean figures, and they become still more

impressive when we add to them the output from productive

departments of retail societies, which are estimated by the Board

of Trade as

1901 £4,648,722

1910 12,790,935

This rate of increase must be qualified by the hint that the

definition of production tends to become enlarged, as, for instance,

by the inclusion of cattle slaughtering.

The grand total of production, as calculated by the Board of

Trade, is

—

1901 £11,879,784

1910 25,634,759

An increase in nine years of 116 per cent, while in the same period

retail sales increased 36 per cent.

The number of persons employed in these operations was—
1901 37,102

1910 51,172

An increase of only 38 per cent.

* * ^(• * *

The Board of Trade estimates that 44*6 per cent of the goods

sold by retail societies are produced under conditions controlled by

co-operators (or about 50 per cent including butter from co-opera-

tive dairies). This estimate, however, disregards the duplication

of figures caused by transfer from one producing society or depart

ment to another, such as flour from the com mills and textile

materials to clothing factories. If we allow £5,000,000 to correct

this overlapping, we find the proportion is about 36 per cent, 01

42 per cent including dairy products. (The small proportion of

co-operative productions not retailed eventually by stores is too

small to affect the comparison.)

To accurately estimate the possibilities of production for the

supply of the movement, we require an analysis of retail sales on

the one hand, and, on the other hand, a census of production on

the same lines as the National Census. May I suggest that both
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these returns might occasionally be prepared by the Co operative

Union ? If, in the present j-ear, societies making returns in

connection with the Government Census were asked to send copies

of the figures to the Union, very little trouble would be involved,

and the information, coupled with departmental returns from stores,

would be of much value in discussing the question now before us.

We might thus know, for example, the total amount of boot sales in

the movement, as well as the value of productions in this trade.

The feature of the National Census which we lack in our statistics

at present is the net value, that is, the value added to the materials

operated upon by each industr5\ Thus, the cost of grain would be

deducted from the value of the flour output, and the flour from

the bread output. The tanning industry would be given credit

for the value added to the hides, and the boot trade for the value

added to the leather, and so on.

By taking the number of employes in the various industries

carried on in the movement at the average national net output

per employe, I estimate the net value of co-operative productions

to be about £4,218,000, or, in other words, the seventy millions

worth of goods sold in co-operative stores received four millions

of their value at the hands of co-operative workers.

How much of their value might be so produced it is extremely

difficult to compute, even roughly, in the absence of a complete

analysis of sales. By taking the salas and purchases of the

Co-operative Wholesale Societies as a basis, allowing for imported

goods, we arrive at the conclusion that an additional twenty-seven

millions might, on the present basis, be furnished by co-operative

producers, or, say, £5,000,000 net value, subjeot to an increase for

any tributary industries which might bo developed for the supply

of materials or appliances for manufacture.

Careful calculations, however, are not neoeBsary to demonstrate

that a considerable volume of trade, although difficult to meaaure,

passes through the stores which does not, but might, go to
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strengthen the productive side. In considering how to bring this

trade within the movement, it is desirable to bear in mind that it

is the individual purchaser who ultimately determines the direction

of his demand, although much may be done by committees and

buyers in guiding it. There remain many members who, in the

face of all appeals for loyalty, insist on exercising their own judg-

ment. They look for value for their money ; they have personal

likings to gratify with regard to commodities ; they ask if these

co-operative productions are as good and as good value as similar

articles of another make. It is our business, as producers, to meet

that test. The wise manufacturer whose goods are not selling

freely will assume that the fault is with his prices, or his wares, or

with the way in which they are presented. Of course, it may be

due to the density of the purchaser, but it is generally safer to

look nearer home.

Many years ago, the writers of the " Manual for Co-operators
"

declared that producers, '* for the success of their businesses, must

rely on the good value which they give to those who deal with

them."

There may be special circumst-ances under which it is right and

necessary to ask co-operators to set aside preferences, personal

tastes, and consideration of immediate value. Such a necessity

may arise in conflict with an attempted monopoly or in opposing

sweating ; but where it arises, the circumstances should be made

known to every customer, and not only to readers of co-operative

journals. We must not expect it to be taken for granted that

difference in value is always to be explained by difference in

conditions of labour. We cannot be satisfied unless our pro-

ductive processes and organisation reach as high a degree of

efficiency as those of our competitors. To a very large extent the

development of production is a business question and must be

dealt with on business Unes.******
During the last twenty years the average total purchase per

member has remained stationary ; while during the last ten
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years, from 1901 to 1911, the average has actually decreased

from £29. 8s. to £28. 7s. per member, notwithstanding increased

prices. In the same period many new department43 have been

established by nearly every society year by year, so that it would

naturally be expected that the outlay per member would materially

increase. That the tendency is in the opposite direction may be

in part due to the attractiveness of co-operative shares as an

investment, although the attractiveness of co-operative com-

modities ought to be as great. But it is not without significance

that the backward tendency synchronises with the rapid growth

of productive departments and the disposition to restrict the

choice of the consumer.

Seeing that the further great development of production on

present lines—which are the lines of least resistance—depends

upon the accession of new purchasing members, it is imperative to

consider whether the movement tends to lose much of its economic

advantage, and is living on its reputation as an economic force

which, in the past, so largely increased the purchasing power of the

workers' wages. I fear the extension of the co-operative market

will be slow if it comes to be regarded as a self-denying ordinance

to join a co-operative society. I would be the last to decry the

ethical aspect of the movement, which has inspired so many of its

most ardent workers, but it remains true that it is primarily an

economic movement, and it has always based its appeal to the

people on its economic advantages. It can only retain those

advantages by the study and realisation of efl&ciency in production

as well as economy in distribution.

Efficiency has become almost a catchword in the commercial

world. None the less, it has become a subject of careful study

which co-operators cannot afford to neglect. Now, co-operators

have more considerations to keep in view than the merely oom-

mercial world. It is their peculiar task to combine incentive to

effort and efficiency, with consideration for the worker and justice
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to the consumer. This triple task needs more than mechanical

organisation ; it needs the individual interest of every worker,

from the executive head downwards. However well managed

centralised workshops may be, they could not fail to give better

results if a measure of autonomy prevailed, other things remaining

the same.

The economic superiority of the big organisation in production

has been exaggerated. There is a point in the growth of a business

up to which expenses of production grow proportionally smaller

Beyond that point, which must vary with the nature of the

industry, expenses of a different order are incurred, and the

tendency to economy is neutraUsed. Mr. J. A. Hobson, in a study

of American industry, concludes that " There is overwhelming

testimony to a strong survival and growth of small plants as a

counter tendency to concentrative capitalism," and " no general

tendency exists favourable to the substitution of great factories

for small workshops."*

It is clear that individual interest may still outweigh, in

economic force, association with huge masses of capital. In this

connection, I venture to refer briefly to co-partnership of Labour,

without any desire to initiate a discussion on the question of its

innate justice to the workers or otherwise, or its relation to the ideals

ot the founders of the movement. I want to relate it only to the

subject ot this paper. I believe it to be one element in the

realisation of efficiency. It is quite certain it cannot dispense

with other essential factors, such as skill in management and good

discipline, but it can do much in combination with these. With-

out using the name " co-partnership," or adopting a formal scheme

(successful examples of which are, of course, well known), many

business undertakings have discovered the value of stimulating the

intellectual alertness, as well as of developing the technical skill

and physical efficiency of their employes. They have realised that

the co-operation of interested labour is necessary to produce the

best results. Within the movement we have many examples

* The "Evolution of Modern Capitalism," pp. 115, 116.
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where the responsibility for the success of aa undertaking is borne

in large measure collectively by those engaged in it. We are apt

to forget that there is a collective efficiency as well as an individual

efficiency. The co-partnership spirit can alone call out this

collective effort, while it reacts upon the individual worker at the

8arae time. It gives also to the controlling officials the incentive

of pride in a successful social experiment, a motive which has been

responsible for so much of the progress of the distributive

movement. *«««
If some measure of self-government is desirable in production,

it is equally desirable that there should be common action or

federation for the purpose of bringing the products before the

consumer. Now, I am by no means anxious about entirely

eliminating competition. Indeed, I think that some co-operators

have suffered needlessly from severe nervous dread of anj^ kind of

competition in the past. The condemnation which the current

unlimited competition of commerce has met with at all hands—^from

the socialist to the syndicate capitalist—has been largely deserved.

I have witnessed some of its worst effects at close quarters.

Nevertheless, no scheme of industrial organisation has been evolved

which does not find a place for competition in some form, except

at the price of torpor, retrogression, and serfdom. Our problem is

to retain its healthful characteristics while eliminating tire ix)ison

of excess. The dread of competition between the Wholesale and

productive societies appears to have been the dominating motive

of Congress discussions twenty years ago. There is ground for

holding that that very competition, where not thwarted by

prejudice, has proved an invigorating tonic, and has in all prob-

ability not hindered but helped the success of co-operative

production in both forms. It has strengthened it to meet

the outside competition, which, without our sanction, constantly

appeals to the store member. Additional societiee have come

into being, for instance, in the boot trade. Whereas in 1893 it

was held we ah'eady had too many, none that deserved to succeed
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have been injured, and still the movement is not wholly supplied

with co-operative boots.

If we succeed in shutting out the competition of outside pro-

ductions, it becomes the more necessary to preserve some form of

it within the movement, for the true antithesis of competition is

not co-operation but monopoly.

But, while recognising that competition is not wholly evil, 1

want to say, most emphatically, that there must be association to

restrain its operation within limits, useful to the consumer, while

not oppressive to the producer, so that it may not squander in

marketing what it economises in producing. This means a

business federation of the producing societies, each society holding

capital and sharing control Of course, this is by no means a

new proposal. Twenty-one years ago a scheme was propounded

by Mr. J. Deans (following more limited suggestions of my own a

year before), and nothing, you will say, came of it. It is true
;

but twenty years may have wrought changes in the judgment of

these societies. There are evidences of a disposition to draw more

closely together. A beginning has actually been made in the

direction of combined marketing. But it is necessary that it

should go much farther. Alternative methods of working through

an association are available. There is, for instance, the plan of

delimitation of territory, or " spheres of influence "—societies

retaining their existing travellers ; non-competing societies in a

given trade being grouped together. Or it would more thoroughly

and effectually achieve its purpose by the association itself con-

ducting the sales of the constituent societies, and becoming for

certain agreed markets {e.g., the co-operative stores) their only

customer and sole channel of supply.

To judge by frequent utterances at conferences, this would suit

the co-operative buyer admirably. It would yield the genuine

economy of combined marketing. Its pecuniary advantage would

be reaped mainly by the customer, but this would react in the
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interest of the producer in the form of increased demand. It would

regulate competition without destroying it. Being established

and conducted primarily in the interests of the worker, it would

have no motive to depress labour. It would prevent a demoral-

ising scramble for orders during a trade depression. Its expert

buyer would understand exactly the merits of every article placed

before him, and would give to the retail society's buyer all informa-

tion needed by him to judge of its true value. He would select

the best patterns produced by each society, who would thus be

stimulated to good workmanship, inventiveness and economy in

production. For standard articles, a standard price would be

naturally evolved, output would be determined on agreed lines,

and the workers of the best conducted society would receive the

largest share of profit. By these means we might have the

stimulus of competition without its demoralisation, and the

economy of the trust without its tyranny.

The objection will be raised that societies will not trust each

other—that they will never beheve the impartiality of the Associa-

tion. The workers of a productive society at present must trust

each other and must place confidence in the officer who regulates

their labour. They may not be always satisfied, but they realise

that it is the only practicable way. As associated bodies, they

can learn to apply the same principles of mutual confidence. Will

the successful societies agree to surrender their freedom of action ?

Yes, if they see the value of such surrender, and feel that there is

still scope for the recognition of superiority. But if not, then

must our development be so much the slower ; for, arising out

of such an association are possibilities far wider than the move-

ment at present discloses.

« « « « «

The co-operative market, which we hnvt' hitluTto had chiefly

in mind, although not wholly occupied, has definite limitations.

It is limited not only by the number of members, which grows

year by year, although at a diminishing ratio ; but it Lb severely

limited by their low spending power and the smallness of effective
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demand. Apart from foods, the consumption by the working

classes of manufactured goods is lamentably small. Bare backs

enough wanting shirts, as Carlyle used to say ; but the shirts

cannot be paid for, and ' necessities cannot be translated into

demand. Every addition to the workers' share of the national

dividend improves the chances of co-operative production, and

particularly every improvement in the remuneration of the lowest

paid workers, both by increasing working class demand and by

checking the competition of imderpaid labour. By what methods,

either legislative or voluntary for example, we shall help to bring this

about we have not now to discuss, but there can be no doubt

where our influence will be, in whatever way it is wielded.

I cannot forbear a passing reference to another handicap to

the democratic control of industry—the huge working-class

expenditure upon alcoholic drinks, estimate at approximately

£100,000,000—one-third more than the total expenditure at

co-operative stores—happily diminishing, but still a fatal check to

the workers' progress. The transference of this expenditure to

articles of utiUty will add vastly to the membership of the move-

ment, and proportionately help the productive side, seeing that

brewing and distilling are Ukely to be the last industries to which

co-operators will turn their attention.

Then there is our vast export trade, over which, as consumers,

we exercise no control. True much of it is by way of exchange for

supplies of food from other countries, or materials for our work-

shops. Must we wait until consumers' co-operation has spread

over the lands and cUmes with which we make the exchange,

when the cotton weaver of Lancashire shall have become the direct

employer of the Hindoo rice cultivator or the Chinese coolie ; when

the AustraUan squatter shall be responsible for paying a minimum

wage to the British miner, who gets the coal to smelt the iron

which is by degrees converted into the corrugated roof of the

squatter's shed ? It is possible for international co-operation to

do much towards the exchange of products ; but, seeing that the

principle of association is most widely and successfully applied by
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different countries in different ways, when applied at all, we cannot

expect to influence co-operatively the production for export of

this country on the basis of consumption, to any great extent.

Again, how are we to bring into hne production for the demands

of the greater part of the classes privileged to pay mcome tax,

who control one-half of the expenditure of the country ?

There are evidently vast fields of industry through which the

writ of " consumers' " co-operation does not run.******
The figures of the National Census of Production, taken in

1908 foi the first time, furnish the material for a fairly exact

comparison of co-operative with national industry.

Of 18,261,146 6ccupied persons, the whole co-operative move-

ment, distributive and productive, finds employment for 128,193.

Exclusive of agriculture, which employs 2,262,464, there are engaged

in production 6,936,000 persons. Of these 49,753* enjoy the

advantages of co-operative employment. The net output revealed

by the National Census is £712,000.000. The net output of

co-operative producers, calculated on the basis of employes, trade

by trade, is about £4,218,000 including production by retail

societies

The following figures show the number of persons employed

in some typical trades within the movement and for the whole

nation :

—

National. Co-oporativc.

Textile industries 1,229,919 persons, 3,431

Boot and Shoe industries 126,564 „ 9,752

Other Clothing industries 488,669 „ 14,197

Inm, Metals, and Engineering industries. 1,426,533 ., 1,075

Printing, &c 316,550 „ 2,570

Bread Baking, &c 110,168 „ 1,254

How is it pcNKsible to realise the ideal of the employment of

co-operuton within the movement by means of pitjducmg for

their own requirements ?

• Board of Trade figures for 1909.
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It is obvious that production by and for consumers' associations

siniply cannot occupy a verj^ large part of the whole field. Jt

must be approached from more than one direction.

If co-operators really aim at self-employment and the conscious

control of their own activities, which is essential to human elevation,

they must organise themselves as producers. There are many

industries open to associations of workers to-day. The prospect

of success depends largely on the intelUgence and character of the

associates, and on their readiness to recognise the true value, the

ever increasing importance of character and skill in direction and

control. If a comparatively small association once prove them-

selves possessed of these qualities, there is little doubt they will

be able to command sufficient capital from sympathetic sources to

enable them to extend their operations, and custom will respond

to the honesty and excellence of their work. I say this in full

view of the failures of the past. It is easy to exaggerate the

significance of the failures. No record is kept of the private

ventures which spring up, struggle, and die, It is an interesting

fact that one productive society has absorbed, in the course of

time, twelve more or less declining businesses. Of these, two were

co-operative societies and ten were private undertakings Already

a number of societies in various trades have business with non-

co-operative buyers. Several export part of their manufacture.

Some of them are verv well able to do a great deal more, and ought

to develop b}'^ their own effort even in that direction. The

difficulties of trade outside the borders of the movement are by

no means insuperable, although a nucleus of co-operative trade

is very helpful in the early days. The impression has,

however, gained ground that co-operative buyers disapprove

of a society which' does not confine itself to the co-operative market.

Nothing could well be more shortsighted. Successful catering for

a competitive world proves ability to give best value to a

CO operative customer.
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The established societies which have proved their capacity for

business should be encouraged to proceed to kindred trades or to

other branches of the same trade. The Sales Association which I

have referred to would be in a position to advise societies, whether

new or well estabUshed, on the suitabiUty of their goods, under-

take sales in general markets, and give commercial credit where

necessary. For this, capital would be required in addition to that

furnished by the productive societies. I have no doubt it would

be forthcoming, both from retail societies and from sympathetic

individuals, after the Association had passed its preh'minary

stages and had shown itself able to command competent adminis-

tration. The risk of loss need not be great, since the amount of

fixed capital required would be very small.

It would devolve upon the Association to consider how to

bring co-operative productions most effectively before the large

section of the pubhc who will not ally themselves with the store

movement as well as to extend the export trade. The possibiUties

of usefulness of this organisation would only be Umited by the

variety and excellence of the goods produced and by its own
officers' ability and enterprise.

Distributive societies might go further than this, on the

assumption that they are disposed to support the development of

production from the side of the worker.

Where a society has a good margin of surplus capital, and a

number of members engaged in a suitable industxy, that society

might take the initiative in establishing a separate productive

society, furnish a substantial proportion of the capital, and ensure

business-like management from the commencement. An obvious

objection is that it is undesirable to risk the members' savings in

so concentrated a form. Provided that the members to be

employed, individually took a substantial amount in shares, which

the retail society would have enabled them to save, the risk would

be greatly diminished in intensity as well as in extent. The
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chances of success would be increased by concentrated local

interest. As a matter of fact something very similar has

been done in the formation of the Lancashire joint stock

companies, which some co-operators claim to have many co-opera-

tive features, although not under the same Act. Why should not

self-employment in other districts and other industries, based on

a somewhat more co-operative constitution, be attempted ? The

answer will be found to lie, mainly, in the character of the

individuals, and in the strength of the desire for self-emplojanent.

As an alternative method of organisation for the same end,

societies having disposable capital might form a productive invest-

ment society, so that whatever risk there was would be diffused.

In either case, our prevailing rule of " one member one vote " would

need to be modified. The investing society would require a share

of control in proportion to the amount of capital furnished. With

centraUsed investment, local interest could still be maintained by

delegating this share of control largely to residents in the district,

probably possessing special technical knowledge as well as business

ability. In effect, the pooling of societies' capital would chiefly

constitute a scheme of mutual insurance. What better chances of

success would such semi-independent societies have than pro-

ductive efforts of the past ? They would have from the first and

in greater measure the factors which have made many of those

efforts successful. They would have capital, competent manage-

ment, local interest, on the part of both workers and shareholders
;

to some extent, in many cases, a sympathetic market, and they

would have the experience of the past. The adjustment of the

claims to control and reward of capital, custom, and labour would

require the utmost consideration in each case, and might present

some difficulties. But it is the glory of the co-operative movement

that it exists for the purpose of solving that very problem. If it

shirk its responsibilities and abdicate its high function, it loses

claim to respect.

Other objections can be raised, and not least the objection that

distributive societies will never be persuaded to embark on such
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schemes. That may be
;

yet it is at their suggestion, or that of

their representatives, that we are to-day discussing how to develop

productive co-operation. It must be that something is expected

of them.

I readily admit that not all mdustries will be found amenable

to this kind of organisation. A much simpler scheme would

yield valuable results in the case of individual workers, who either

use no capital or very little. Take, for example, hauliers and

carters doing jobbing work, or others disposing of their labour

directly to the ultimate customer. If these men were capable of

co-operation, they might avoid lost time, establish uniform rates,

and serve their customers much better than they can now, by

organising a central bureau for orders. One has often wondered

also why there should not be a co-operative charwomen's society.

Suppose some enterprising retail society were to experiment in

this direction, by calling together those of its members who belong

to these and similar occupations, and proceed to organise them

and furnish office accommodation and clerical help ? Or, again,

make an attempt to Anglicise the Italian method of supplying

contract labour to public bodies by means of labourers* societies ?

A co-operative society may find more than one way of toaching

the principle of association in industry. Even though this should

not at once increase the dividend, surely it would not lose its

reward. On the other hand, industries which are farthest removed

from the actual consumer, and which at the same time usually

require the largest capital in pro|K)rtion to labour, camiot well be

engaged in by either associations of oonsumers or of workers.

This may be possible when production of finished articles has

developed sufficiently to allow of combination for the supply of

partly manufactured goods, or tools and machinery. Beyond

this, again, are highly speculative enterprises, which are the

natural field of capitalistic adventure.

But whore full cooperative organisation is not feasible, the
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principle of co-partnership can be applied. Co-partnership is a

true form of co-operation, since it does something to reconcile the

interests of capital and labour, and in some of its appUcations

includes the customer. It is the child of co-operation—do not

cast out your offspring or be moved to disown it because it is

received and welcomed in other quarters. Co-operators can best

promote'' the development of co-partnership by way of example.

By appljdng it where there can be no possibility of suspicion of

capitaUst acquisitiveness, they can do much to commend it to trade-

unionists. In their struggle for " recognition " and more human
and dignified treatment, unionists have shown that the elevation

which co-partnership can bring them is what Labour " dimly

longs and yearns for." If their eyes are holden, be it ours to

clarify their vision, »#»**
To summarise what I would present for your consideration :

—

I have no all-embracing scheme to offer for the development

of production, which must necessarily proceed along a variety of

roads. Co-operation fulfils itself in many ways—a wide outlook

and mutual toleration are necessary. On the one hand we look

for the growth of organised demand by means of increased

numbers, improved remuneration of labour, and wiser expenditure.

On the other hand, the producer, however organised, can hasten

the process of development by

—

Educational progress, mental and moral.

A high level of efficiency, favourable to which are com-

petition, subject to centrrl and within rational limits, and

the deepening of the interest of every grade of workers

by co-partnership and by partial or complete autonomy in

manufacture.

Federation for sale and enterprise in opening up wider

markets.

Local effort and organisation of labour with the aid of

distributive societies or of a central committee having the

control of capital.
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In the endeavour to treat the subject given to me in a practical

way, I have doubtless given opportunity for the charge of

" commercialism." I will only say that to one who was moved by

the visions and prophecies of Vansittart Neale, co-operation will

ever be far more than commerce. While it must plant its feet on

firm economic ground, co-operation lifts its head to the skies,

whence come justice for the oppressed and goodwill among men.

Mr, J. DoNNAN (Dalziel), who opened the discussion, spoke in ** braid

Scots," Mr. Maxwell humorously offered to translate, hut the offer was not

accepted, Mr. Donnan wanted to know why the reader of the paper left

out a paragraph which appeared in the printed paper dealing with the

national expenditure on strong drink. His position was that competition

was never a good thing. Competition was like two men running a race for

which there was only one prize. Only one could get it, and if only one could

get it, the other must be running for nothing—unless somebody thought

he was running for the good of his health—and that was not how running

was done nowadays. Competition led to advertising ; and if anybody
read advertisements—even in religious papers—they would see that if there

was any advantage in advertising it was those who could tell the biggost

lie that got on.

Mr. J. T. WATKINS (Tyldesley) said he would like the \vTitor to explain

more fully what he meant by the following sentence :
" While it (co-operation)

must plant its feet on firm economic ground, it lifts its head to the skiee,

whence come justice for the oppressed and goodwill among men." His

reading of history taught him quite the contrary : that salvation arose from
the economic ground on which co-operation ought to l^e built, and not from

the skies. The writer told them that co-partnership was the child of

co-operation. It was a child, but it was the child of an unholy alliance. (No,

no.) They had their opinion emd he had his. The writer asked for a l>etter

understanding between capital and labour. He ventured to say that what
they wanted was a better understanding of capital and lal>our. When they

got that, they would cease to have the unholy alliance out of which this

child of co-partnership had come. He might put his critioism in the form

of a proposition : that our weakness in production was the source of our

strength in the field of distribution. It was in the workshop where the

protito were made, and while they were only producing £4,000,000 of their

o^m goods, they were not going to be a source of much trouble to the

capitalistic producer He could afford to laugh at their efforts and help

them in distribution. But the moment they developed to any large extent

in production, then they touched the very souroe of profits and rob him
of the means of exploitation.

Mr. W. H. Savage (Birmingham Industrial) drew attention to the

comparatively small number of people employed in the movement on its

36
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productive side, and said it would be to the interests of all concerned to

increase that number. That could only be done by co-operators showing

greater regard for the goods produced within their own movement.

Mr. F. W. Booth (Hull Printers) praised the writer for the woU-

reasoned way in which he had dealt with his paper, and because he had not

indulged in heroics. One of the delegates criticised the paper because the

uTiter had spoken to a certain extent in favour of competition. His own
opinion was that the time when competition would be entirely eliminated

was by no means at hand. He was sorry if co-partnership societies were

not submitted to competition in one form or another, not the soul-destroying

competition which prevailed in ordmarj- commercial life, but the competition

which would make for good workmanship and which helps and encourages

the societies to do their best. A delegate described co-partnership as the

child of an unholy alliance—a remark with which he entirely disagreed. Such

phrases were very cheap. He, at any rate, declined to believe that labour

co-partnership was an illegitimate child. He was of opinion that it was

bom in true wedlock and that it was destined to do a very great deal more
in the future than what it had done in the past.

Mr. S. R. Foster (North-Western Section) said he took it the question

before them was : How can we best develop the productive side of the move-

ment ? He did not propose to refer to the Wholesale Society as against

the other method of production known in the movement. He believed

in both and in doing what they could to develop them. He did not think

they were doing all they might on behalf of co-operative production. At
the present time they only produced about one-third of what they sold in

their distributive stores. That was not enough ; they ought to do consider-

ably more. It might be that they could not do much individually, but they

could all do something, and what they could do they ought to do, and in

that way enable the productive side of the movement to show better results

by the time Congress came round again. He was not much concerned

whether it was the Wholesale Society or the co-partnership societies which

showed increases, but what he did want to see was a greater amount of pro-

duction within the movement.

Mr. H. Johnson (Darlington) said he was sorry to see from the Board

of Trade returns the small percentage of production carried on by co-operative

societies. He thought it was about 2 per cent. It seemed to him to be

a matter of education ; and the educational committee of which he was

a member did all they could in the way of educating their young employes

and apprentices to push the sale of co-operative productions. Some time

ago he attended a conference in the district he came from and the first thing

to catch his eye in the shops of the local society was a huge placard in the

grocery department advertising the products of a private firm, which to

him was a practice which was not in accordance with the best interests of

the movement. If they would only go back with a determination to assist

educational or general committees in the education of young employt^s
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and get somebody down from the Union or the Wholesale Society to prove

to them that co-operative productions were the best, then the productive

side of the movement would stand a better chance of making progress.

Railway companies found that it paid to encourage employes to make
themselves efficient, and he thought the co-operative movement would be

Wis*' to follow their example.

Mr. E. R. S. Mfndy (Devon District) was glad this subject had been

brought before Congress. There were one or two difficulties that occurred

to him. One was that of opening up new channels for co-operative pro-

duction in the outside world. They might secure a fairly gootl market for

their own protluctions, but later on they would l>o sold out of the market

by private manufactiu^rs. So far as they were concerned, they must be

guided by principle. The private trader was not so guided. He need not

have any depreciation, nor a minimum wage, nor observe decent conditions

of labour. Their difficulty was, therefore, that private traders could

undersell co-operative productions. Their own society had given a tender

for coal. They secured the contract and served it. They were asked to

tender again the following winter, but a firm quoted below them in order

to 'press the society out of the market. Another contract had regard to

Co-operative Wholesale Society productions. They tried it. But they

found in many instances that their society's tenders were never opened, and

they, therefore, had no chance. These were the difficulties they had to

contend with locally, and perhaps nationally. He doubted whether they

could excel in their labour much more than the present standard, which

was higher than the labour outside. He wished to plead for greater

consistency on the part of the committee. He thought they ought to stop

outside productions and take only Co-operative Wholesale Society and

co-partnership productions. He trusted that nothing would be done to

put a barrier to their progress.

Mr. J. Brereton (Alloa) said he wanted to get an opinion on one point.

It had puzzled him a great deal. They would notice on page 448 the reader

]>ointed out a decrease in purchases per member in general orders, whilst

hr says that co-operative production has Ix^n increasing in that period.

Were the two things associated in cause and effect. He could not agret^

with the suggestion that the distributive societies should start in the staple

industry of their district. He had a very strong regard for oo-partuership,

Mr. B. Williams (Southern Section) advocated striking out on some
defiiiit<^ lines : it would bo better for the movement. The hazy naturo of

their principles was holding them back. They had been ver>' successful

in distribution ; and they ha<I arrived at a point when they wen^ continually

complaining of the apathy of members towards tho productixt^ side ; and
he thought that was l)ocause they had no strong decided linos in that direction.

Societies had surplus capital ; and he went on to say that there were some
sooieti€»s ftnlcrating for putting down laun<lries ; and he lielievod that there

were sooietiee federating for the supply of bread. That, he thought, wae
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s move in the right direction. But let them turn to the question of all

questions—the monopoly of land was undoubtedly at the bottom of all our

social evils. It was the cause of trouble in their distribution and produc-

tion. They were not able to get hold of suflScient capital because they were
not organised as producers, but as distributers : they were " slaves x^f

machines." Would it not be possible, he asked, to strike out on new lines,

to federate for the purchase of land, and place it at the disposal of the pro-

ducers ? Investments in land, he concluded, were the safest investments

possible, and if only they could give to small holders of land fixity of tenure,

working on co-operative lines, they would be opening out new and attractive

avenues of production.

Mr. W. Allan (Scottish Wholesale Society) drew attention to the

statistics on page 445 of the Congress Report. There, he said, the pro-

ductive sales, both of wholesale and productive societies, were put together ;

and going back to 1891, the total of those sales was almost three millions

and a quarter—in 1901 it was seven millions. Now out of that seven

millions, he was understood to say, the wholesale had four millions and the

productive societies something over two millions—almost 50 per cent less.

And when he came to the figures for 1911, he found that the wholesale share

of the productive sales amounted to ten millions of the thirteen millions

of the joint total—that only meant three millions for the productive societies.

And he commended that those figures should be taken in conjunction with

Mr. Harrison's contentions. They were not out to fight one another, he

went on to say, but to consolidate their interests. But what were societies

going to do with their surplus capital ! They might enter into production

;

and if they went on federated lines, they would run up antagonistic to other

productive concerns. And yet they had been talking about the welding

of forces ! Let them come to some common understanding in regard to

production, and not have their opponents laughing at them because of their

being " a divided house."

Mrs. M. A. Gasson (Southern Section) asked whether it was not strange

that after all these years of effort they should have to go back to the bed-

rock of the movement, which was co-operative production. Why had they

had to go back ? Was it not that there was some lack in the educational

forces of our movement ? She did not care on what lines production went,

but she wanted their stores truly named. They should be stores of

co-operative production They were having members added to their num-
bers year by year, but were they educating those members to beconae

co-operators or were they allowing them to come within the movement
to act only as non-co-operators ? If they wished to develop co-operative

production they must first create a demand, and that demand would only

come when every member of every store was a co-operator. She would

appeal to every educational committee, not only to do class work, but to

constantly bring before their members the importance of their being

co-operators in purchasing power. Was every co-operator wearing clothes
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made in co-operative workshops ? Trade-unionists fought for a living

wage outside : she wanted them to fight for a Hving wage when it came to

spending their money. It was only by that means they could lift the sweated

worker. If they had more production they would have less unemployment.
She still claimed that if they were going to develop co-operative production

they must first make the market, and that would have to be done by
educating every member, and by every member being loyed to the name
of co-operation.

Mr. E. Merchant (Derby) said he would like to ask Mr. Harrison if

he did not think that check systems that had been greatly changed during

the last 20 years had had a great deal to do with reducing the piutshasee of

the members to which he referred on page 448 of his paper. Far more
societies had open membership now than they had thirty years ago, and
far more societies were using better check systems. He thought that wtis

one reason why the average purchases had gone down. He would also

like to ask how Mr. Harrison thought they were to keep the competition

he spoke about within limits in a distributive society. He was pleased to

find the writer of the paper was advocating more production. He (the

speaker) wanted to see it spread in all directions. He wanted to see it

growing in connection with the land. With regard to controlling com-

petition in the shops, he noticed when an effort was made by co-operators

to sell their own goods, and the outside people found the sale of their goods

going down, they immediately sent their advertising agents down to placard

the walls of the town. If they were to keep that competition within limits

he wanted to know how best it was to be done. They wanted to keep outside

goods outside their shops ckltogether, and sell nothing but goods of their

own manufacture.

Mr. W. Maxwell (International Co-operative Alliance) said Mr.

Harrison did not know so much about the movement as some of them;
ijut liis paper would give much thought to the conferences. Ho thought,

however, that Mr. Harrison had considered the co-partnership idea too

much, and the heart of the movement—the two Wholesales—too little.

.Mr. Harrison had told them that they had too much capital, but he would
put it another way and say they had more capital tlian they had brains to

use. When they considered the dilHculties the two Wholesales had had
to moot, the lack of knowledge, the lack of experience, no place to go for

information, nil the difficulty of creating a new businew and facing the

chticiiini of ulmreholdcrs quarter after quartor, it would be oonoeded that

thoy had sueccH^dod Hploiulidly up till now. What was WMitad was not

so much that societies should send their money but that they should tend
their trade. One of the greatest inconsistences was that socioties would
continue to send their capital to the Wholesales and their trade elsewhera.

Where their treasure was, there should their hearts be also. Theire wm
a point in the productive work not touched yet. From the time that the

raw material was grown till it passed into the hands of the two Wholesales,
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it passed through so many hands that they could scarcely recognise it but

by its name. That was because they were middlemen. At the risk of again

being taken to task during the year, and being told that he did not know
where he was going, he (Mr. Maxwell) ventured to make another suggestion,

and it was that they should go to the root of the question of the whole prob-

lem of production and distribution—produce the raw material ; and besides

safeguarding their interests by controlling sources of supply, dispense with

middlemen and speculators that came between the grower and the buyer

or manufacturer.

At this stage of the discussion it was agreed that the debate should

stand adjoiuiied, and after some announcements were made by the

General Secretary, the proceedings terminated for the day.
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DISCUSSION ON MR. HARRISON'S PAPER RESUMED.
When the Congress resumed its deliberations on Wednesday morning,

Mr. R. HaLkSTEAD (Productive Federation) reopened the discussion on

Mr. Harrison's paper. He congratulated Mr. Harrison on having shown

what an extensive field waited the application of co-operative enterprise.

In tho discuHsion on tlio previous day somobociy ha<l said that co-partnership

was an unholy alliance between capital and labour. Tho gontlonian who
coined that phrase hardly realised that there nuist Ix) always some sort of

alliance between the two, and hardly realised who were tho real fathers of

the idea. J. M. Ludlow, E. V. Nealo, and Charles Kingsley could hardly

be considered likely to start any unholy alliance There seemed to be an

idea, too, that the co-partnership societies wore going to force an alliance

with the capitalists ; but, seeing that the vaat majority of their meml>er8

were under the capitalista' system, only a small number could be employed

in co-operative production. He did not think that even oo-operators should

consider whether their principles should not be extended beyond the borders

of tlie co-operative movement. He protested against the remark mode—
the hint which he thought he ought to challenge—that co-partnership

societies were really going baok. Some months ago he tried to find out

if that wore actually so. Comparing the percentage of local production with

tho store trade it came at about the same as the percentage of co-operative

production, notwithstanding tho vast increase in the store trade. He was
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therefore justiiied in saying, so far as their progress was concerned, they were

keeping pace with the distributive movement. There was one fact that

Mr. Harrison had not noticed and it was that co-partnersliip gradually led

to co-operation, and it had done so in their productive societies. By this

specialisation they would be able to solve the problem of overlapping in

the movement.

Mr. E. O. Greening (Agricultural and Horticultural Association) said

the paper showed the instinct of statesmanship. The subject recalled old

controversy, upon what they could now look back without bitterness,

without heat, and without feeling. These were succeeded, by agreement,

by an interval of rest arranged by Mr. J. C Gray. The idea then was that

the two forms of production within the movement—the profit sharing

co-partnership section and the wholesale section—^should go side by side,

and let them see what results were evolved by the two systems. They
could now look back and see what had happened. The co-partnership

societies had shown an increasing power and stability, and that was a great

point. At the time the interval of rest was agreed upon, the profits in pro-

portion to capital averaged 8 per cent—they were able to pay 5 per cent on

capital and allow a little for bonus on labour and to the customers. The
statement of the Co-operative Union showed that they had grown and the

profits showed now 15 per cent on the capital employed, after deducting

a small amomit for losses. In addition to that they had been able to

develop many interesting features in their workshops. There had been

an absolute absence of strikes, and an almost absolute absence of disagree-

ment, and he had not heard any complaint from the trade union leaders

that they were not carrying on their workshop on trade union lines. He
would say this for the Wholeales, that if the co-partnership societies could

show something that the Wholesales had learned from them, they also had

learned something from the Wholesales. They had learned from the Whole-

sales the greater power of concentration. If the profits of the Wholesales

were not like those of the co-partnership societies—they were only about

8 per cent—but the societies had learned that lesson of concentration. Each

had something to learn from the other. They had been going side by side

so long, could they not go together and occupy the great field outside by agree-

ment between them ? Could they not do as the Scottish Wholesale Society

had done under Mr. Maxwell's statesmanship. Could they not see whether

an agreement could be come to to occupy land for the benefit o'. the

members ?

Mr. W. Bethell (Woolwich) referred to the suggestion in Mr.

Hunison's paper to the effect that the movement should extend the outlet

for its productions even into the private trade. He said he was continually

hearing that co-operative trade was not very high-class. This jarred on

his ears. Workers were entitled to the best that could be produced, and

the very best should be produced for the members of the societies. Let

articles produced by the Wholesales and co-partnership societies be of such
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excellent standard that even aristocrats would be attracted for the goods

knowing that they could not possibly get the same high quaUties elsewhere.

Mr. J. Caikns (St. Cuthbert's, Edinburgh) said there had been an
emergence of practical points all ready to be handled! He was sure that

all would agree that jit was highly gratifying that Mr. Maxwell had
distinguished his period of rest by advancing one" more practical suggestion

to secure raw materials for the benefit of the movement. Referring to the

multiple shops, he said that in Edinburgh they paid little attention to them,

because, with the exception of one article, if their dividends were taken

from the goods sold in the grocery shops, they could sell cheaper than the

multiple shops. That one article was margarine, and one multiple firm

whose profits were half-a-miliion last yeai had these profits on margarine.

He saw a possible danger from these multiple shops, even to a great society

like his. There were some departments of a co-operative society more
profitable than others. These multiple shops, with their large capital,

might enter into those businesses the co-operators find most profitable, and
conduct them in a way that would be detrimental to the co-operative

societies. There was only one margarine factory in the movement and
that was owned by the Scottish Wholesale Society. This business must
be conducted on a large scale, and the outlet, even for the Scottish Wholesale,

was too small to enable this business to be conducted on a large scale requisite

for complete success. That small factory in the South of Scotland should

be " scrapped " and the two Wholesales should join together and create a

joint factory which would be conducted in such a way that retail societies

would be put in the position of being able to sell margarine at a price that

would bring to them the whole trade. A most striking statement had been

made regarding co-operation on the land. In the South of Scotland they

were not prepared to admit that farming could not l)C made a successful

enterprise, and in farming co-operative societies had a groat advantage

over private farmers.

Mr. T. Rkdfkakn (North-Western Section) said it was late in the

day to discuss a paper such as they had heard read. They had had certain

suggestions thrown out with the view to increasing the productive enter-

prises of the movement. Mr. Williams said that the question of getting hold

of the laud had something to do with it. So far as the land was concerned,

metaphorically' 8p>eaking, Mr. Williams exhausted his five minutes before

he could explain what he meant. Before he could explain to the movomout
what ho meant, Mr. Lloyd George would have hold of it for the mnssi's. Tlioy

had capital enough in the movement to extend the productive works ; the

Wholesales had two or three millions uf money they did not knuw what
to <1.. with. Tliey had the land, they had the capital, but they wanttxl the

I I >
' was going to give two instanoet to show where they were looking

u. :j:ipect. They said the women were the beet ooK>peraiori. How
far did the women assist their productive works 7 They had a flamiol mill

at Littleborough. The Wholeeales catorod for a population of eight millions

—
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say four millions of women. If each woman spent a shilling a yecur, the
turnover would come to £200,000 ; but it was only £14,000 or £15.000. The
women were spending a halfpenny per member per annum on flannel. With
regard to woollens. They had four million men to cater for. Every
co-operator would want a suit of clothes per year. If it took four years

for a suit they would want 16 million yards, and that at 2s. per yard would
be He would have to leave that. He could tell them in seventeen words
how to extend the productive works. Let every co-operator go back from
Congress and insist that every member of their distributive societies should
wear co-operative goods. If they did that it would not be the best means,
but the very best means—^the only means—of increasing their productive
works.

Mr. E. Whiteley (Manchester and Salford) said the discussion had
introduced a very important factor—the evolution of industry. The whole
tendency to-day was for concentration. Concentration in what form ?

Not through federation but by amalgamation. He supported Mr. Maxwell's
suggestion about getting control of the raw material. In the furniture

trade, he pointed out, they had the Wholesale engaged, and they had small

productive concerns specialising in the principal axticlea made for the

co-operative movement. If they had to abohsh overlapping there was only

one way to do it, and that was by going the whole hog ; but he believed

they would have to do it on municipal lines by departmental committees.

Mr. A. W. Roberts (Pendleton) said, in his opinion, the reason why
the co-operative movement had not developed as it might have done was
because they had not advanced with the times. What they wanted to do,

he proceeded to say, was to centralise their industries. Let them centralise

their industries, and set aside a certain amount to develop education They
did not want men who were out simply for competition ; they wanted men
who had got their souls in the movement ; aij individuail dvity to perform.

Lot each delegat'C go back home determined to buy productive soap instead

of the soap of the private trader, and then they would not only double

but treble the amount of business of their society. They wanted to drive

out the middleman.

Mr. J. Smith (Northern Sectional Board) said they did not, as yet,

consider the question of trying to develop the sources of supply. To
illustrate, he said he thought that workers in the iron and steel trades should

not content themselves with making steel, but should get down to the raw
material—the iron at its source. In regard to coal, they should get at the

colUeries. They must try to get hold of these sources. Some reference

was made in Mr. Harrison's paper to big organisations such as they found

in America. Well, he did not think that our conditions here were the same.

His opinion was that where monopolies became strong they led to the

development of smaU industries.

Mr. H. Bentley (Aylesbury) said they had had a statistician on the

platform that morning who seemed to place all the blame on the poor woman.
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We men have many follies.

And women only two

—

Nothing can they say, and nothing can they do.

He spoke of the loyalty of women to the movement, and went on to ask

how many women there were on the Boards of Directors of their societies.

Mr. Bentley added that it had been said that the co-operative movement
was a profit-making concern and that that was contreury to the principles

of the Rochdale Pioneers. Well, they could all have their laud, all their

co-partnership, all the capital they could get hold of, and all their coal

mines, but Mr. Harrison had put it right when he stated in his paper, " to a
\ory large extent, the development of production is a business question,

and must be dealt with on business lines." The co-operative movement
was suffering from what was mentioned later in the paper—^jealousy of one

another. There was not that co-operation between them that there ought

to be. But Mr. Harrison had not told them how to get rid of that jecdousy

Mr. W. J. DorsK (Midland Section) wished to point out that they had
their conmiittees appointed by the members to govern their stores ; and
they had the onerous responsibility of appointing managers, who were

behind the counters, and were continually brought in contact with the mem-
l)ers. Most of his heeu^rs must have seen during the last twelve months
in their papers letters urging the right to the minimum wage, and they paid

their store managers the highest possible wages And what happened 7

They spent their wages at multiple shops or anywhere else. He solemnly

protested against that, and said it was time they spoke out straight and
plain. If they paid high wages to employes, they had the right to expect

thciu to spend the money at their own stores. Now about the land question.
" Ydu will got hold of it presently,'' he remarked—" after 1 am dead."

Ho iwked what right had any landowner to claim the minerals down below

on which our industries depended 't In other countries minoraU l)clongeil

to the State ; but hero they belongoti to private individuals ; tuid last year

«>levon millions of money went into the pockets of landowners in this

• ountry. In conclusion, he asked that their employes should be loyal. Be
loyal, said he, and support production. And then capital and labour

would \)o blended into one.

Mrs. NsviTT (Eccles) referring to the observations of Mr. Redfeam,
uHnud to know how a customer could get to know the make of any flannel.

The iiNcrage member of a society gonorally wont to the store and bought
what was offered ther<\ There wore 2H,000 co-o|wrativo women in the

iiuild, she reminded Mr. K<HlfoHm, and she hwl eouic to the conclusion that

ihcy wanted married women on the eonunitUnj of buyers. There had been

talk alK>ut buying the prmiuctions of the soap rombtne. Well, whose fault

was it ? (A voice : The nien's.) If tliey eould sell oo>operativo soap at

one time, she wished the niarriiKl men on the committees to understand

they could sell it now. How many women were there on the management
committees 7 Tliey had nothing to do with the policy of the
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They had only been asked to be members, not to guide, or rule, or help.

" I ask you, therefore," she concluded, " before you blame women, give

us a chance."

jVIt. a. B. Weir (Scottish Wholesale Society) rose to speak, and, at the

same time Mr. J. W. Brooksbank (Windhill) got up to address the Congress
;

the latter delegate consistently demanded the right to say a few words
as the next half-dozen or so speakers were successful in catching the

President's eye, and there was naturally considerable disturbance each

time

Mr. Weir, after order was restored, gave his opinion that co-partnership

was individualistic in its tendency, and always had been. Mr. Halstead

had referred to the support given to co-partnership by Holyoake and Neale,

and whilst admiring their prmciples and revering their memory, they must
remember that they lived sixty years ago. " And we must be up-to-date,"

he said vigorously. " For a commercial business we cannot stand atill.

We cannot work on lines laid down by people over fifty years ago, however

good they may have been at the time." He went on to ask the delegates

to compare co-operation in Scotland and England. He did not want to

be invidious, he said, but in Scotland they had the minimum of co-partner-

ship. Let them turn to the Report and see the relative growth in

membership—and then they would see the reason why co-partneiship was
no good. He asked the delegates to go back home and call meetings of the

employes They m the W- «t oi Scotland had waged war with their em^ loy^s

on this point, and he had no doubt that they would have very little else

of this in future in their shops. Co-operation was the law of life, and
competition was the law of death.

Mr. T. Forsyth (Eccles) said it appeared to him that the policy of the

co-operative movement, as they understood it to-day, was to centralise.

Now, referring to a point in Mr. Harrison's paper, he said his opinion was

that firms to-day were finding that co-partnership made their employes

more efiicient wage slaves. What he said was that no man was good enough

to be another man's master. It ought not to be that one man should control

the destiny of another man. Co-partnership was linked up with compe-

tition. He liked^competition in its way. He liked to see one man's

ability pitted against another man's, say in regard to painting a picture,

or a musical performance, where a man got a laurel wreath, in order to bring

out his best—but not in a scramble for bread and butter, where one man
had food at his end of the table and a man and woman were without at the

other. Co-jjartnership would not recognise ownership. A woman who
owned a sewing machine—the product of that machine was hers ; but when

she was using that machine as it belonged to somebody in the commercial

world, the product belonged to the owner of the machine, and that owner

controlled her destiny. Co-partnership, he concluded, might be termed

the half-way house on the road to development.

Mr. G. GooDENOUGH (North-Western Section) stated that the whole
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question was a business one, and it must be met with business methods.

The co-operative movement, as bad as it was in some people's opuiion, had
A conscience—and hence arose one of the difficulties in connection with

productive enterprise. He knew that some 6rms did not consider it

business to pay according to " the price list
"—and that was one of the points

that the co-operative movement would run up dead against. He used to

be anxious, at one time, for a great central organisation, but Mark Twain's

stor\- of " The great l)eef oontract "—whirh he briefly related—hrni ci»n-

verti^d him. Tlie danger of co-partnership was the side-paths that led to

individualism ; and the danger of centralisation was the stultification of

all local efforts, and individual interest was lost.

Mr. F. Baikes (Batley) humorously remarked that the competitive

struggle was verj' well illustrated by the attempts of delegates to " catch

the Speaker's eye." They, as individual purchasers, he said, determined

the demand. Therefore they must not gnmible at the supply. That was
the thought that struck him in answer to a question asked by the essayist.

Now as to the question of centralised workshops giving better results " when
given a measure of autonomy "—to quote the paper—that was where, to

sonjc extent, the Co-operative Wholesale Society failed, as witness the strike

at Leicester. If a certain amount of autonomy had obtained, probably

that strike would not have taken place—at least not for very long. But
he did not altogether agree with co-partnership because of its competition.

The solution of the problem of the reward of capital and the control of

industry—that was their mission ; and they could solve it—but not by
rewarding capital by making the interest of the producer and the consumer
CO-extensive. What was wanted was to get rid of '* sharka '* and
millionaires, and have universal co-operation.

Cries of " Vote, vote f

"

Mr. S. Blakeborough (Co-operative Newspaper Society) moved that

the question be now put, and the meeting agreed.

Mr. Auos Mann (Leicester) moved the following resolution :

—

That in view of the unrest, friction, and inefficiency characterising

the present competitive organisation, the Congress recognises

the time is ripe for great steps forward in the development

of co-operative production in all its forms, and calls upon

all co-operators to consider earnestly the best way of promoting

the growth of all f(»rm« of associated work, including the

existing forms of production by stores, wholesale and inde-

pendent productive societies. It also suggests to the Union

that Mr. Harrison's paper bo reported to the sections for

consideration during the coming year.

To the resolution was added an expreMuon of thanks to Mr. Harrison

for his paper.

Mr. Mank, proposing the resolution, said it called attention to the unrest

and friction which existed in the capitalistic world at present. Unrest,
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friction, and discord were certainly to be found all over their industrial

system, and he did not know there was anything very new about that. It

had been going on really ever since the industrial revolution, but industrial

unrest, strikes, and lockouts were emphasised to-day because of the power
of trade-unionism and industrial forces ; and they affected us in a fashion

they had not in days gone past. They became nowadays a national

consideration, and frequentlj^ held up their national food supplies. But
he would not seek to quell that unless b;s' providing some other .system that

would be better for the great mass of the workers of the country. He believed

that co-operative production was a step in that direction to give a greater

share of the wealth to the workers in thLs land, and a greater distribution

of what they created by their own labour. The time was now opportune
for them to go forward with the great mission of their movement, and there

could be no doubt that to accomplish that mission they must push forward

at a greater rate than they had done. To-day they had not made the

progress they ought to have made in the direction of the self-employment

of their members. But they had accomplished solid and good work, and
had laid a good foundation upon which they could build and go forward.

He was glad to hear from the remarks of Mr. Lander at the opening of the

exhibition that wholesale societies were turning their attention to getting

at the means of supply and the source of raw material. The time was now
ripe for organising and going forward into the open market. He had never

been able to understand why they had not attacked that great export trade,

and why they should not seek to employ the larger number of their members
in producing those commodities which were needed for their brethren over

the sea. They had had brought home to them one great means of pushing

forward co-operative production—the force of individual effort and
responsibility. The purchases of their members was now at a very low

average. It was perfectly true that in some of the northern towns an example
was set them in that direction, and the purchases in some of the towns were

a credit to the workers and to the movement at large. But it was possible

for the purchases of members to be increased to at least double. If only

that amount of money were spent in co-operative productions they would
make great strides forward. It must also be borne in mind by those who
controlled the policy of the societies that they must see that they had no
stock in their stores but goods made under the conditions that prevailed

in the movement. With all their faults they still could say that when they

purchased an article made within their movement they were helping forward

the best conditions of labour, they were helping to decrease the hours of

labour, to increase wages, and were giving conditions of such a character

that were at any rate better than ai\ything that could be found in the outside

world, and thus were pushing forward the elevation of the workers from

their daily toil. Whether they agreed with all the views of the writer of

the paper or not, they would agree that the paper had given the opportunity

for a serious consideration of this subject. He was a believer in co-partnership,

and those who said that this was individual competition talked nonsense.
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(" No !
•') Well, that was his opinion. He proposed that they should

thank Mr. Harrison.

Mr. J. Henson (Birmingham) secondeti the resolution. He hoped
too many of the delegates would not be misled by what Mr. Douse had said.

He hoped they would never insist upon employ^ sp>ending all their money
at the store. There was such a thing as the Truck Act. Mr. Henson was
proct>eding to discuss this point when some X)f the delegates protested that

he should keep to the subject ; and he concluded by observing that the

paper wha one of which Mr. Harrison might be proud.

Mr. Harrison, replying to tho tliscussion, romarke<l that if co-opcratora

made all that they needed at the stores, they would only employ one out
of every three or four hundred workers in the country. If Mr. Watkins,
who spoke of co-partnership as an unholy alliance between capital and
labour, would go back to the origin of co-partnership he would find that its

parentage was honourable. These societies had one society to meet the

difficulties of catering for the private trade and had secured contracts from
Government, and whatever they could do to extend in that direction had
been done. The Wholesales had grown in production largely through Corn
Mills ; but if the small organisation could flourish even in America, surely

it could flourisli here. Replying to Mr. Redfeam's seventeen words of advice,

he said he did not think he was asked to go there and read a paper that would
simply echo what was said at every quarterly meeting of every society. Be
loyal to your own productions. Even if they were loyal to their own
productions, they would only employ one out of every three hundred. With
regard to what had been said about modem specialisation in industry, he
contende<i that this showed the advantage of encouraging the separate

societies ; and while much had been said of the folly of competition, no one
-ought to neglect competition. Mrs. Potter had written that in complete
co-operation competition between individuals would still be a stimulus

to ability and industry, and she stated that the wholesale societies lived

in a wholesale fear of the private manufacturer. These were her words
and not his. Mr. Maxwell, whom he thanked for his kindly referenoe, com-
plained that there was very little in the pajier with regard to the wholesale

societies. Ho did not think he could teach tho wholesales how to develop

on their own lines, but he wished Mr. Maxwell had mot the difHoulty he had
pointed out of influencing on those lines tho labour of more than one in three

or four hundrtHJ pro<iuf'er8 in the country. Tliat was th« point which
demanded attention, and ho had ho{>ed that when Mr. Maxwell proposed
his movement towards tmity this ^^'R» Iuh objr<*tive. It did seem to him
that there waa a possibility of uniHcation of tho forces that moved in induKtry,

and that, too, without mechanical amalgiuuation. Here was this great

unrest; and what did co-o|x?ratorH offer 7 Join the store and control other

people's industry' through your workshops. Plead for wage regulation

by Parliament— the movement ought to say : We will help you to obtain

measure of control of your own industry ; you may, if you will, t&ko the
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vital principle we have and apply it to your industrial environment without

waiting for either universal regeneration or for social revolution. He
suggested that the movement might consider this closely and try to get

beyond the present narrow limits of production.

The resolution was then put and unanimously agreed to.

APPOINTMENT OF AUDITOR
Mr. Thos. Wood was re-elected Auditor

NEXT CONGRESS.

The Chairman referred to the fact that two invitations were to l^e put

before the Congress for next year's gathering.

The General Secretary referred the delegates to the report bearing

,on the two centres to be proposed. See page 129.

Mr. W. J. M'GuFFiN (Belfast) extended to the Congress a cordial

invitation to meet next year in the city of Belfast. He was delighted to

have the pleasure of proposing Belfast at a gathermg at which Mr. Deans
presided, because there was no man on this side of the water so intimately

associated with the Belfast Society. Mr. Deans had watched their struggles

and aided them in their troubles, and the society which had so much of his

care in infancy was now enjoying flourishing manhood. The society had
a membership of 11,200; it was doing a trade of £160,000; and it had

profits of £30,000 per annum. These figures he attributed to the efficiency

with which the affairs of the society were administered, and they justified

the society in presenting the invitation to the Congress. The presence of

the Congress in their city would give a greater fillip to the work that was
being done there. They would not be going there as the guests of the Belfast

Society only. The request that the Congress should be held there had the

ratification of all the societies—^with one exception—in the Irish Asso-

ciation. Unhappily, Ireland could never be unanimous. There was always

a minority struggling for expression. Their Dublin friends were quite

within their rights in presenting their invitation ; but Belfast thought they

had the premier claim. They were longer in existence ; and they had set

aside £600 or £700 to entertain the Congress, and they were trying to spend

it. They were there to submit their claim^ to the arbitrament of the vote.

The Congress had a right royal welcome to Ireland in any case, and if they

decided against Belfast, Belfast would submit with whatever equanimity

it could.

Mr. W. M. Knox seconded the proposal that the Congress should be

in Belfast, and supported Mr. M'Guffin's views as to the propagandist value

of a Congress held in Belfast. In the immediate vicinity of Belfast

they had a large industrial population, and with the exception of Belfast

they had not a society with a membership over a thousand. There were

seven or eight small struggling societies and the visit of the Congress would

bo an inspiration to these. He had no doubt the delegates had all heard
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about the beauties of Dublin. Well, Belfast could beat Dublin, and he

would prove it. Lady Dufferin, who was a Sheridan, was a Dublin woman ;

but she loft and became a Belfast woman. When she was a Dublin woman
she wrote a poem about " Dublin Bay "

; but when she went to Belfast to

live she could not find words in which to express herself about the beauties

of the place.

Mr. T. Laird (Dublin) frankly confessed that Mr. M'Quflftn and Mr.

Knox had made as strong a case as they could for Belfast. He personally

expressed his satisfaction with the decision come to last year to have a Con-

gress in Ireland. The Irish delegates were, prior to that, beginning to

think that their proper place was among the foreign delegates. In the

present case the delegates had to satisfy themselves that the place they

selected would be able to accommodate them ; and he therefore referred

them to the report of the committee. They would note that Belfast was
" well provided for in the matter of hotels," while in Dublin the accommo-
dation was " excellent." The distinction was important. The reason

for the difference in the hotel flwconunodation in the two cities was that no
visitor voluntarily stayed overnight in Belfast. They were anxious to get

away at the ecurliest moment and that had forced Belfast into this position,

that it had excellent feicilities for getting out of it. People could leave it

at almost any hour of the day or night, and this was an arrangement that

was highly appreciated and very largely taken advantage of. When the

people came from Belfast to attend a conference in Dublin, did they rush

away with the first train ? Not a bit of it. They waited till the last train ;

some of them stayed till Sunday, and a few of them stayed till Monday
morning. That showed what the Belfast people thought of Dublin. They
even deceived their poor wives into believing that the conference lasted

for hours in order that they might stay till late, and when they did that,

it showed how far Belfast people would go to get staying in Dublin.

DubHn was one of the most interesting cities in the whole kingdom. Daniel

O'Comiell had called it " Deekr, Dirty Dublin," but he had no interest in

Dublin in O'Con ell's time. It did not matter, however, where the

delegates decided to meet, they would have a royal welcome in Ireland.

Sir Henby Qrattan Bellbw (Irish Agricultural Organisation)

seconded the proposal to meet in Dublin. He had come from Ireland to

do so : not for the section of the movement to which most of the de1^;at6e

belonged, but for the sister movement—the agricultural movement. He
had come over to try to persuade the Congress to try to go to Dublin and
the headquarters of the Irish agricultural movement, so that the two move-

ments might be brought into closer touch. It was hi* hope that there would
not be two movements for Ireland, but only one for the whole coantry.

The people of Belfast had asked the Congrees to go there. They were right

to do so. If they judged of the co-operative merita of the two people who
asked them, then the Congrees would go to Belfast. Belfast deeerved to

be honoured by the Congrees. It deeerved the highest honours that oould

37
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be given. There wets no town that had worked haxder for co-operation

than Belfast. Against serious odds and through long periods of depression

they kept on with perseverance ; they had wo.i the co-operative battle,

and Belfast was one of the great strongholds in Ireland. In Dublin they

were almost at the beginning of the fight. They were still fighting hard,

and the victory had still to be won. What was the duty of Congress ? Was
it to remain behmd in the reserves of the battle away from the fighting line,

or was it its duty to enter into the battle, to bear aloft the banner, to rally

the doubtful, and help them on to victory ? Congress went into co-opera-

tive deserts before. Congress went to Liverpool, where there was hardly

any co-operation, and Liverpool followed the flag. London was a co-operative

desert ; they went there and they carried victory before them. If distri-

butive co-operation had not made progress in the three southern provinces

of Ireland, it was because people there knew so little about it. Dublin

wanted them to go to Dublin ; and if they did, they would go to conquer

a whole country. He could not but add, however, that whether they went

to Belfast or to Dublin, they in Dublin would do all in their power to make
the Congress successful—to whichever city they went.

The vote was taken, and it was declared that there was a majority in

favour of Dublin in the proportion of three to two—the result being received

with loud applause.

GENERAL VOTE OF THANKS.

Mr. H. Westbuby (South-Westem Section) initiated the expressions

of thanks to the Lord Provost, Magistrates, and the Town Council for the

reception of the delegates ; to those who opened the exhibition ; to the

ministers who took part in the divine service ; to the Reception Committee ;

to all who contributed to the entertainment of the delegates, and to the

Press. He said they much appreciated the manner in which the Lord

Provost held out to them the authority's right hand of fellowship. The

exhibition, he next remarked, was the best housed, the best arranged, and

the most complete they had ever had in connection with ajiy Congress. He
was not able to attend the service, but, said he, he appreciated it none the

less. He was given to understand that the sermon was most inspiring.

The Reception Committee had done exceedingly well, but. of course, they

had the advantage of an excellent leader in the person of their friend, Mr.

Bisset. The arrangements were excellently made and admirably carried

out. They had been received everywhere with open arms ; and although

many were a long way from home, they felt quite at home. At no Congress

had their comfort and convenience been more successfully catered for. To

the members of the " Fourth Estate " they all owed their deep thanks. One

delegate, at least, was grateful for the excellent report of his speech, of which

he had no recollection of having made. On behalf of the Standing Orders

Committee, he requested Mr. Bisset, as Chairman of the Reception Com-
mittee, to accept a volume, " Industrial Co-operation." They knew
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perfectly well that the success of the arrangements had been dae, in a very

large measure, to the enthusiasm of Mr. Bisset. With the book went their

deepest thanks and esteem, and the earnest wish that he would long be spewed

to preside over the fortunes of that great Northern Co-operative Company,

and to encourage the work he loved so well.

Mr. Robert Stewart (Scottish Wholesale Society) said he would like

to express his thanks to the Lord Provost, because when he came amongst

them on Monday, he did not make an apology for his presence like some
gentlemen in the like position had done in the past : he only apologised

for appearing without his municipal robes. Well, he thought that they

loved him all the more for coming amongst them just as a real mem. He
desired also to associate himself in connection with the vote of theuiks to

the Reception Committee ; and they had only to look around to see the

magnificent results of their labours, in the most comfortable quarters that

all of them had had. And then the luncheon rooms, with the women folk

all beaming full of sunshine, gave other evidence. They were also indebted,

ho said, to those responsible for the magnificent exhibition. As for the

Press, it was a very old and noble institution, and although sometimes the

gentlemen of the Press reported things that had never been said, he was
pleased to say that in connection with that Congress, they had given very

true and impartial reports of their proceedings. And last of all, coming

to the sermon on Sunday evening, Mr. Westbury said he was not present

—

well, he was, and he could assure them that it was one of the most helpful

sermons to which he had heid the privilege of listening. One man, he

proceeded to say, had, to a very large extent, initiated and controlled a

great deal of the work in connection with that Congress. Wliatever was
wanted to be done, Mr. Bisset did it ungrudgingly : and when they began

to think about things that required to be done. Mr. Bisset took them upon
himself—and the undertaking was already completed. Mr. Bisset had

proved himself to be a great general, and he had exercised a kindly

disposition and a great amount of foresight in connection with the arrange-

ments of that Congress that made it only right that they should thank him«

The speaker concluded by asking Mr. Bisset to accept a copy of the
" Co-operative Wholesale Annual," at the same time assuring him that they

wished for him long life and prosperity, whilst hoping that that annual

Congress might be the opening out of that great district in favour of

co-operative production.

Dr. Hans Mulleb, the secretary of the International Co-operativo

Alliance, said he desired, as one of the delegates from foreign countries,

and some of whom had been obliged to depart for home on the previous

evening, to tender their heartiest thanks for the excellent reception given

to them. They had the best recollections of their stay in that fine country ;

and they were deeply impressed by the discussions and the sound resolutions

passed by that Congress. He also wanted to thank them, in his capacity

as a member of the International Co-operative Alliance Committee, for the
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substential support they continued to give to that big organisation. It

was with that support that they were able to continue the propaganda work
of the Alliance all the world over. He could quite well understand the

co-operative man in the street questioning sometimes whether or not it

was worth while supporting the Alliance, perhaps thinking that everything

could be done so much better in his own country. But, he would like to

tell them, the Alliance played a really important part in helping to build

up the co-operative machinery in foreign countries. And it was something

for them to know that if they went to foreign countries now, they would
always make friends ; and they would find that the British co-operator

was not only esteemed, but loved. They of the Alliance, he went on to

say, were not only fostering the movement in Europe, but also in the United

States of America, the Argentine Republic, and other countries abroad,

and, as Mr. Maxwell had told them, they were trying to get in touch with

leading people in China in order to help to build up a co-operative

propaganda organisation there. Thus, he could assure them, very good
work was being done in the common cause of co-operation; We, in this

country, he concluded, had now become a very important force, a great

force, that stood not only in this country as a model of sound business

methods, of education, and of fraternity, but everything that was going

on was being very carefully watched by co-operators throughout the world.

For these reasons, therefore, I am glad that you have given confirmation

of the sound principles on which co-operation is based, and the benevolent

influence of which, he was sure, would go out from that Congress to all the

countries which were represented in their Alliance.

Mr. G. BisSET (Aberdeen Northern) brought quite a dramatic element

into the thanksgiving proceedings, introducing the officials responsible

for the admirable arrangements of the Aberdeen Congress each in person,

to the appreciation, heartily expressed, of the delegates. He said he was
altogether undeserving of any thanks in connection with the arrangements

of that Congress. He had thrown the work on to others, and he had brought

with him a gentleman who was really entitled to all the credit—his friend,

Mr. Ferries, who has been most untiring in his efforts, and on his part, or

the part of his staff, no service was withheld that could possibly be rendered

for the convenience and the comfort of the delegates. His next friend whom
he introduced was Mr. Morrison, on whom had been the responsibility of

all the work that had to be done to meet the creature comforts of the delegates,

and he thought by the praise expressed on all hands that he had succeeded.

Mr. Johnston was next presented by Mr. Bisset as the gentleman to whom
the credit should be given for the enjoyment they had experienced from

the fine singers he had brought before them, every one of whom belonged

to Aberdeen. Mr. Bisset went on to say that he was bound to acknowledge

the consideration extended to him by his colleagues on the committee,

especially to those who had had charge of the local arrangements. It would

be impossible for anyone to be surrounded by a finer body of people than

he had been, and he could only add that if the arrangements had not been
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satisfactory, he was personally to blame. Mr. Bisset then invited the

delegates to visit the various works of the. Aberdeen Society, and detailed

the arrangements that had been made for their convenience, including the

Aberdeen Corporation's service of trams for a trip round the city for 4d.

CHAIRMAN AND VICE-CHAIRMAN.

Mr. J. Shillito (Co-operative Wholesale Society), in characteristic,

genial manner, rose to propose " the last item on the programme." Mr.

Deans, he said, had filled the chair with credit to himself, betcked by good
judgment and fairness, to their satisfaction collectively and individually.

There must be some authority given to the one controlling such a large

meeting as that. Their friend, Mr. Openshaw, had assisted him—he was
the Chairman at Portsmouth. These two veterans had worked for co-opera-

tion many yecurs, on entirely different lines—one, as a propagandist, that

assisted in its growth and development, and the other as a distributer

connected with the Wholesale Society ; and both had rendered service with

distinction and credit to themselves. They could not leave Aberdeen, he

concluded, without making this observation—Aberdeen was a great city,

which was built upon a firm rock ;^ and one point had struck him, cuid that

was what a small eunount of slum property there was in that great city.

They could not leave Aberdeen, therefore, without having the thought fixed

in their minds that the City Council of Aberdeen had ccuried out their duty,

and that the housing of the citizens, in consequence, was of a most excellent

character. Mr. Shillito then presented, to the accompaniment of applause

from the delegates, a ropy of the " Co operative Society's Annual " to both

Mr. Deans and Mr. Openshaw.

Mr. J. Davisgn (Northern Section) then seconded the vote of thanks

to the Presidents, pcust and present. The lives of these two men, he said,

had been conscientiously spent in the service of the movement ; and no
doubt, in years to come, their names would stand out in the pages of

co-operative history as those of stalwarts of the movement. And then

on behalf of the Co-operative Union he was delighted to ask them to accept

a copy of " Industrial Co-operation."

The General Secretary (Mr. Whitehead) put the resolution, which

was most heartily accepted by the whole body of delegates.

Mr. Deaks, who was loudly applauded on rising, said he had attended

many Co-operative Congresses. He did not think he had been absent except

once during the last thirty -five or thirty -six years, but it had never entered

his mind that he would have the distinguished honour of prodding over »
British Co-operative Congress. He greatly appreciated the honour conferred

u[>on him, an honour which he regarded as being the grsfttsst in the whole of

his co-operative career. He had not had much experience in presiding over

large gatherings like that, but he had tried, so far as be could, to conduct

the business of that Congress with fairness and impartiality. If he had
said anything to hurt the feelings of anyone, he was sorry. Of the two
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books that had been presented to him, he was familiar with their contents,

and he should retain them in. his library with pleasure and delight as

mementos of that great occasion. He only hoped and trusted that the

interest of that Congress would not be confined to Aberdeen, but would
spread over the whole of the North of Scotland, where co-operation and
enthusiasm in the movement were very desirable,

Mr. Openshaw said he wished also to warmly express his thanks to

his old friend, Mr. Shillito, for his kind remarks and present ; and to Mr,

Davison, too. He had been very happy, he said, during the last three days,

in doing what he could to smooth the path of the Chairman. But really

he had done very little, and he felt he was not entitled to their thanks. Mr.

Deans, in all respects, was an ideal chairman, and he had done his work
with distinction.

The Aberdeen Congress, which will long live in the memory of those

who were fortunate enough to be delegated to attend, was brought to a

thrilling conclusion with the whole-hearted singing by the delegates, with

the sonorous accompaniment on the grand organ of the Scottish air, in

Jacobean spirit, " Will ye no come back again ? " followed by the Scottish

anthem of good fellowship, " Auld Lang Syne," with hands linked all

romid.
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PUBLIC MEETING AND CONCERT.

Satubday, 10th May, 1913.

* The last event on the programme for Saturday, 10th May, was the

Public Meeting and Concert in the MuHic (or otherwise Congress) Hall,

under the auspices of the Reception Committee. BIr. O. Bisset (Chair-

man of the Aberdeen Northern Co-operative Company) presided, and with

him on the platform were many well-known co-operators, including the two

principal speakere, namely, Messrs. W. R. Rak (Nundcrland, and Chairman

of the Central Educational Conunittee) and A. W. Golioiitlv (Stratford.

and a member of the Southern Sectional Board.) All the it^Mim of the lighter

side of the programme were exceedingly well rendered, and the delegates

and friends present were not slow in showing their appreciation of the efforts

of the
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ADDRESS BY Mr. W. R. RAE.

Mr. Rae said he was exceedingly glad to be in Aberdeen on such an
errand as that, which had brought hun so much nearer to his own home
than he had been for many years. He was more pleased, however, to be
there in Aberdeen as a co-operator even than he was, as a brother Scot, to

be among the Scots of Aberdeen. True, there were Scots all over the world
;

but whilst Scotland had a geographical boundary—which was absolutely

neglected by its inhabitants—co-operation had no boundary. And he who
was a co-operator could claim every thoughtful working man in the world

as his brother. Now, no doubt, they all saw something in co-operation
;

but perhaps he might see more in it than they did. That they did see some-

thing in it was evident from the extreme care they took of the checks. And
why did they take such extreme care of the checks ? It was because, at

the end of three months, those checks materialised into new boots for Jock
and new frocks for Jennie, and all in the home were happy once more. Well,

he was not going to quarrel with them for that. If they looked at the shops,

so well conducted, so well lighted, and so well decked out, and they said
" Aren't they grand ? And they are ours !

"—well, he was not going to

grumble at that. The more and the deeper they could cultivate that sense

of ownership of the shops, the better it would be for themselves and for the

shops. But he wanted them to open their eyes a little further, and to look

behind those shops, with their nicely-coloured tins and the finely-made

packets, to the soiirces whence they came. " Look and see the factories,

with their well-contented workers ! Look and see, not sweating dens, with

tears, and sadness, and sorrow ! Look and see men and women working

for you, striving to put the best into the articles they are making." It was
then that they would begin to see behind the selling of the soap and the

sugar, and the taking care of the checks, and the thrift ; and there was a

great power working through them and among them for better conditions

and circimastances generally. And it was well that they should see that

they were not only working for their own benefit, but for the industrial

revolution for which they were all longing. " We are building, building,

and building !
" he declaimed, in conclusion, " but, big as it is, it is only

a mustard seed. It is growing, and with power in it ; and, with heart thrown

into it, it will soon become the great tree under which Industry shall shelter

itself for all generations."

Mr. GOLIGHTLY AND CO-OPERATION

Mr. GoLiGHTLY, on rising to say a few words, remarked that that

meeting was truly an inspiration to them who came from the South ; and

if that was an indication of the dying spirit of co-operation, then he hoped

that it might go on dying for a very long time. That was his fourth Scottish

inspiration. His first was when he read Bobbie Bums' " Cottar's Saturday

Night " and his poem on " Man's Inhumanity to Man." His second was

from an Aberdeen man, the Archbishop of York (Dr. Lang), when he
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exhorted them—he was then the Bishop of Stepney, and was speaking at

the Stratford Congress, over which he (Mr. Gohghtly) had the honour to

preside—to keep to their high ideals. And his third Scottish inspiration

came from their grand champion, Mr. W. Maxwell, who, at the Perth Con-
gress, gave about the finest Presidential ctddress he had heard—emd he had
attended about twenty Congresses—and in which he gave a lead as to getting

co-oj)eration into pohtics without getting politics, or rather party politics,

uito co-operation. He was fully convinced himself that they must unify

the forces of progress. They had reached that point when they must either

mark time or go backward or go forward. " We cannot mark time !
"

he said, with vigour. " We c€umot go backwards. We must go forward !

Certain it was that the two great wings of the army of labour must work
together. For a long time yet trade-unionists would have to assert their

power as against private capitalists ; and whilst they would rather do without

the strike—which was attended with undoubted evil effects as well as good

—

yet that was the only weapon left to them at present. But he did look

fonward to the day when co-operation would be intermingled with trade-

unionism ; then they could set out to fight to win. " We must fight,"

he concluded, " to obtain the possession of the means by which we live,

and profit by them when the strike is over. That is the outcome of the

inspiration as given to me from that third Scottish inspiration ; £uid the

rest of my co-operative life I intend to spend in trying to bring the two great

wings of the labour movement together to realise this end."

The remarkable success of this enthusiastic meeting was considerably

emphasised in the fact that there was an overflow meeting held next door,

when the Y.M.C.A. Hall was filled. A concert party here delighted the

audience, who were also addressed by Messrs. Rae and Golightly, whilst

in the chair was an interesting personality in Mr. John Keir, who, although

blind, not only occupies a seat on the committee of the Northern Co-opera-

tive Company, but also the highly responsible office of chairman of the

Aberdeen School Board.

SUNDAY SERVICE.

The arrangements made by the Reception Comniitioo for Congress

did not include the customary gathering for Sunday afternoon (May 11 ih),

but in the evening there was divine service at the lAitchell Hall, which forms

part of the Marischal College. There was a very large attendance of

delcgatee and friends, and they had tho pleasure of listening to a splendid

and inspiriting sermon from the Rev. Wm. A. Curtis (Professor of

Systematic Theology in the University of Aberdeen), who oondooted ths

service, assisted by the Rev. George Walker (minister of the Eael Parish
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Church of St. Nicholas), and the Rev. John W. Coutts (minister of Ferryhill

United Free Church).

Isaiah, ch. xli., v. 6.
—

" They helped every one his neighbour

;

and every one said to his brother : Be oj good courage. So the

carpenter encouraged the goldsmith, and he that smootheth with
the hammer him that smote the anvil.''

And Matthew, ch. xvi., v. 26.
—

" What is a man profited ij he
shall gain the whole world and lose his ovm soul ?

"

Members of Congress and Brethren,

We are met on the eve of the opening of the Forty-fifth Annual
Congress in the history of organised co-operation. To-night,
according to an honourable custom, you are assembled in the
sacred name of our common religion before addressing yourselves
to the special business of the gathering. Representing many
different types of church life and Christian education, we acknow-
ledge at the outset of the conference that the bond which unites

us is an even deeper instinct than social or moral or commercial
sympathies and aspirations. From whatever districts we have
come, whatever forms of local worship have been familiar to us,

whatever schemes of economic amelioration have appealed to us,

we have here bowed our heads in united reverence and devotion
to God, the author of our life, the author and finisher of our faith,

the inspirer of our ideals of character and usefulness.

Behind the great movement which you represent there has
always lain an essentially Christian impulse of social service.

Your pioneers, and the leaders who, as time moved on, took their

places, have had to face hostihty, misrepresentation, misunder-
standing, uncompromising criticism, from the first. Their
experiments have not always been crowned with success : they
were not always based on adequate calculations. Their successes

have not been achieved without consequences to other interests

which have caused natural misgivings and pardonable recrimina-

tions. Such has been the experience of every great departure
from settled use and wont in human affairs. Nor can it be said

that the years of your trial and probation are yet over and past.

Just in proportion to the success with which external attacks have
been repulsed, enemies within have inevitably found opportunity
to imperil the good name and stability of your cause. Democracy
in all its forms imposes a tremendous and a momentous responsi-

biUty upon the men who manage its varied institutions. Your
leaders, your staff of officials, your army of workers, and your
vast membership, are continually on their trial. The eyes of the

world are upon you, keenly observing how you fulfil your trust.

You have in your keeping the honour of the various classes to
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which you belong. Political and social issues of the very gravest
character may in the future be determined by the way in which
you bear yourselves as co-operators.

What the world wants to know about you is whether your
leaders are men of absolute straightness and integrity, above
corruption, and above suspicion : whether your workers of all

ranks are fairly treated, justly paid, promoted by merit, and
reasonably worked : whether yom* dividends are genuine, and the
genuine profits of legitimate economies : whether your goods are

honest stuff, unsweated in their production : whether, in a word,
you have been true to the moral ideals with which you set out in

your high-minded economic enterprise. Yom* reports, encouraging
though they are, frankly disclose facts at the present moment
which challenge attention as suggesting that, from whatever
causes, there has been a certain arrest of progress in the movement.
Remember, the least slackening of efficiency on your part would
stimulate afresh the individualistic competitive system which you
aim at replacing, and would discredit j^our own.

For the aims which co-operation sets before itself—the pro-

motion of truthfulness, justice, and economy in production and
distribution or exchange ; the payment of adequate wages ; the
encouragement of domestic thrift and of habits of paj^ment in

cash and avoidance of debt—the world has always entertained
profound admiration. I am convinced that the preponderant
influence of co-operation has been consistently directed towards
the attainment of those aims. I do not doubt that your societies

have done much to relieve the pressure of that steady rise in the
cost of Uving which is the subject of such grave anxiety among
thoughtful men of every class to-day. The principles for which
you nave contended have been adopted in a hundred forms of

municipal and national undertaking. No Umits can be set to the
legitimate development of co-operative association, so long as

good faith, moral honour, and public spirit are cultivated amons
our people. It seems to me that, in spite of occasional betrayals and
disappointments, you have been training the masses of our people
to take an intelligent and responsible interest in the first principles

of trade relationships, bringing home to them that buying and
selling, inventing and manufacturing, advertising and distributing,

employing and serving, are not colourless and indifferent secular

conconiH, hut arc* great and sacnxl fields for the exorcises of personal
and social conscience. The man who buys is an employer—

a

sweater, if the thing he buys was sweated ; a sweater although he
does not know it. The man who sells is an employ^, the servant
of the public, providing what the public orderH, at the price the
public is willing to pay, of the quality the public is willing to have.
In the market-place, as in the family or in the State or in the
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Church, no man Uveth unto himself, let him try as he may. If we
are dependent at every turn upon our neighbour, let us not forget
that our neighbour in turn has to rely on us.

Be true, therefore, to the unspoken vows of your^ profession
as co-operators. Remember the golden rule of your economic
faith : Do busmess as you would be done by. By loyalty to your
own historic principles, give the lie to the accusation that selfish-

ness is the mainspring of your co-operation—the selfishness which
defiles the honourable name of co-operation, and makes it no
longer a union of the two greatest earthly blessings that life can
bring us, work and comradeship^ work to do and fellowship in

doing it, but a hunt for dividends as mean and sordid as any
Putumayo or Congo syndicate's, a passion for cheapness—for

cheapness at any price. Let it not be said of you by historians

to posterity that, after destroying or restraining for a season the
flagrant e-vols of cut-throat competition and wasteful distribution,

you fell a prey to evils as great of your own creating. Only by
attracting young talent to your service, by giving full scope to it,

by being worthy of its devotion, by giving it an adequate reward,
only by scrupulous faithfulness to the well-being of your employes
and your members, only by keeping the loquacious and officious

meddler from managing affairs beyond his competence, and by
placing every department in the hands of the best available man
or woman, can you hope to live and thrive, and serve your day
with honour.

My brothers and sisters, I would be grossly untrue to the
service whose uniform I am proud to bear, and I believe I would
disappoint your expectations, if I did not point you this evening
to the gracious source of your ideals and your motives, to that

hallowed life whose sanctifying and enlightening spirit issued like

a flame from crushed and trampled embers to fire the hearts and
minds of the first Christians, founding on that far-distant Pentecost
the greatest society that has ever co-operated for the good of

mankind and the glory of God—the Christian Church. You will

not prosper, you will not succeed, unless you reckon with Him
and take Him into your counsels, and in your secret thoughts, at

least, admit Him into your conference. You desire to enrich the
poor, to better the lot of the children in toiling British homes.
No one ever identified himseM so completely with the working
poor and their little children as the Carpenter's Son who was
Mary's Child. Help them, and you have His blessing ; harm
them, and you strike at Him. He went about doing good as He
had opportunity, neither envjdng riches nor railing at the rich

;

neither shunning poverty nor making a boast of it nor yet
flattering the poor. In the service of God's new Kingdom He
banded a Httle group of men together, uniting the feeble strands of
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their separate devotion and capacities into a cord which has never
been broken. He, a tradesman and handworker, left for every
age to come the memory and example of how a few simple-hearted
men—working men first, professional men and religious scholars

afterwards, without wealth or social power to boast of—could
combine in Christian love and fellowship under the power and
guidance of the Master's spirit to alter the whole face of the worid
and change the complexion of human society. If only you, in

your hundreds, your thousands, your millions of co-operative
members, would act throughout life in the pure and holy spirit

of the Son of Man and His little company of followers, you could
by the grace of God transform our country and our nation. You
could blot out the fetid slums, and shame out of sight our luxurious
palaces. You could divert to honourable Christian uses the
millions we squander on armaments and administration and
pleasure and sin. And you could let in the light of the Kingdom
of Heaven with a new freedom into the grey and dismal selfishness

and apathj^ of our national life.

When our Lord said " I came that they may have life and may
have it abundantly," He placed Himself deUberately in line with
the object of all our earthly strivings and desires. Wealth to the
merchant, daily bread and a home to the humble toiler, truth to

the thinker, beauty to the artist, power or fame to the ambitious,
health to the invahd—these things are coveted by men in order
that lije may be fuller. Christ looked upon His mission as the
fulfilment or crown of all earthly aims—to quicken and enhance
our life, to ennoble it, to make it abound.

To many, then and now. He has seemed to take a strange
method of carrying out such a mission. Instead of adding to

life's happiness, it is complained that He narrows our enjoyments
and starves many of our strongest appetites and instincts. He
was not a thorough-going ascetic, it is true ; He did not scourge
or emaciate His body ; but He renounced home-life, had no part
in marriage and fatherhood, and summoned His first followers to

le^ive home and kindred and occupation and live a life of poverty.
If He did not despise comfort and wealth and power and fame
and art and literature and leaniing, He said no word in praise or
encouragement of them ; did not exert Himself to excel in any
one of them ; lived His short life as if they did not matter or did
not exist.

The truth is, as Christ looked out upon His follow men,
observing the things they cared for and lived for, it seemed to

Him that they did not understand what life is. To Him their

life was no life, it was a kind of living death. Man could not
live by bread alone. Things which can cross a counter, goods
that money can buy, could not satisfy the human soul. The very
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life of religion was suffocated by care for trifles : the grace and
beauty of it faded, the gladness of it gone. It was part of the
offence which His gospel gave, then as now, that it involved so
severe a judgment upon the ordinary moral and religious life of

respectable men, calling it roundly death, and demanding a change
so thorough, a humiliation so abject, that it deserved to be called

a second birth, or a rising from the dead. He insisted that we
must start life afresh, begin it over again, become like little

children, before we can open our hearts to the Spirit of God, and
learn to know God as our Heavenly Father, and live the life of

God's children, and reach the full estate of manhood.
x\h ! Which of us has not resented bitterly those twin com-

mands that we must be horn again, and that we must die to live ?

It offends us to be told that, like Lazarus, we have a grave to be
raised from, and grave clothes to be freed from ; or that, like the
Prodigal Son, we have squandered our portion in a far country,
and must return from the swine-trough to our Father's home
with tears of shame and sorrow. It is painful enough that at the
close of life we should one day have to bid farewell to this world,
and all that we love and admire in it, without having to turn our
back upon it now, in the full tide of life, at the bidding of that
homeless young enthusiast of nineteen centuries ago. And yet
Christ persists. He will not let us go. He appeals to our better

nature. Laying that elder-brotherly hand of His upon us, one
by one. He asks " What will a man not give in exchange for his

soul, for his true life ?
" He asks whether we are sure, after all,

that the things we covet and prize as we grow up into manhood
and womanhood are really lasting, are really fit to be taken with
us into eternity. Is not the Kingdom of God and His righteous-

ness the first concern ? A man's life does not consist in the
abundance of his possessions. Labour not for meat which perishes,

else ye are more like oxen than like men, with thoughts fixed

ever on the manger and the stall. What shall it profit a man if

he shall gain the whole world and in the process starve his

immortal soul ?

I am convinced that we still need the touch and call of Jesus
Christ to arrest our hearts, and urge us to follow in His steps, to

see life whole, to concentrate our energies on the highest tasks,

to save our souls from petty and unworthy desires. Well for us

that a vision so commanding as the Son of Man rises before us in

the simple majesty of His spotless character, asserting His power
to win us for His service. Before Him the worldly greed and care

which tempt our solitary hours and would warp our character for

life shrivel up, and life's true dignity and divine vocation are

unmistakably disclosed. As we picture Him, poor in this world's

goods, empty of this world's power, devoid of this world's
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learning, lonely, misunderstood, reviled, mocked, and done to

death, the illusions of our time fade away, one by one, and we
recognise that in Him alone life and immortality were brought to

light. There has gone out from Him, and there still goes out
from Him. a holy energy which draws us to Him, and charges us
with a power not otherwise experienced. Life becomes so much
fuller in meaning, so much more satisfying in character, so far

exalted above the eddying currents of this world's lower atmosphere,
that, with His first disciples, we can only call it new life, rebirth,

or resurrection.

Have we not all, my brethren, had some experience of Christ's

Ufe-giving power, of his transforming grace ? Have we not all

some share in the life which was mystically set free by His sufferings

and death ? How dared we call Him divine, God's very Son,
God's very self incarnate, did we not find in Him that creative

and supernatural power which belongs to God alone ? When we
become aware of palsied faculties restored, eyes that were bUnd
to the truth opened, ears that were deaf unsealed, lips that were
duml) filled with gratitude and praise, the very dead raised up to

spiritual life, we know that we have experienced the power of

God's Holy Spirit, and that our Healer, our Saviour, is divine.

Is it, think you, really less wonderful to change a life and character,

to turn a sinner into a saint, to make a selfish man self-sacrificing,

to give undying happiness to a wretched mortal, than to restore

a corpse to life or make a cripple walk ? It is a greater miracle,

and its true wonderfulness is only hid from us by its famiUarity.

God be praised, it happens every day. For us who live to-day it

is the one, all-comprehending miracle of Christ, the miraculous

power which is exercised before our eyes and in our hearts, and
cannot be j)ushed aside as the mere imagination of a credulous and
wonder-loving age.

I pray you, take with you into your conference and into vour
daily life this thought of Jesus Christ as our Life-giver. It He
can create in you a clean heart and renew in you a right spirit,

seek no higher proof that He is divine, for there is none to be
found. Open your hearts to Him, above all in seasons of loneliness

and temptation and despair, when you are constrained to shut

and bar the door against even your closest friend. l>et him come
in, and bid Him stay. If he calls you to make some great

remmciation, to form some secret resolve which not a soul on
earth shall ever learn, it is not because of any scorn He feels for

life's good things that He asks you to give them up. No ! It is

simply because, if you are to run the Christian race and fight the

Christian battle, you must learn that a good runner must fling off

every garment he can dispense with, a good soldier must carr>' the

barest minimum of baggage on the march. If it seems hard,
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trust Him. Trust Him to the uttermost. He does not bid you
do what He has not Himself already done. He is your fellow-

worker. When He says to you "Be of good courage, brother,"

His own hand is not idle. He means to enrich your Ufe. He will

not impoverish it. He has no other mission than to give us life,

more of life and nobler than we ever dreamed of. He came that

we might have life and might have it abundantly.

Now unto Him that is able to keep us from falling, and to

present us faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding

joy : to the only wise God, our Saviour, be glory and majesty,

dominion and power, both now and for ever. Amen.

PUBLIC MEETING ON EDUCATION-

Tuesday Evening, 13th May.

The meeting arranged by the Central Education Committee, which

was held on Tuesday night, 13th May, attracted an extremely large

audience ; in fact it was so large as to necessitate an overflow meeting

being held.

Mr. Booth, of the Central Education Committee, presided, and said

the presence of such a great army of workers was encouraging to the Central

Committee The delegates present had charge of a great and growing

movement, a mighty instrument in the hands of democracy, and he expressed

the hope that everyone would carry the message of co-operation further

afield.

"EDUCATION FOR PUBLIC SERVICE."

Mr. Andrew Young (Edinburgh) read a paper on " Education for

Pubb'c Service," in the course of which he said :

—

Now, whether we desire to adapt the present social system to the needs

of the people, or to create a new one, we require to fit ourselves for this high

and noble, but intensely difificult, task ; and it seems to me the first essential

is, as with the Christian, faith and belief in the possibility of the good time

coming.

Next, the man or woman who would devote himself or herself to public

work or social service must be filled with an enthusiasm for humanity, and

wish to be known, as Huxley said he wished to be, as " A man who did his

best to help the people." No self-seeker must he be. The social worker

must know the full meaning of such facts as these. More than 2,000,000

persons were compelled to apply for parish relief, and received it, some of
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them many times over ; more than 100,000 children were found in school

lacking food ; millions of children more needed medical treatment ; between

3,000,000 and 4,000,000 of either sex and of all ages, who are demonstrably

suffering in mind and body, in physique and character, for want of the

necessaries of life. Just above them come three or four million more, whom
illness or loss of work, or the injury or death of husband or father, may
reduce to similar distress.

As co-operators, whether members or employ^, it is your duty to know
how, out of the welter and chaos of capitalism gone mewi for profit in the

eeu-ly years of the nineteenth century, rose the co-operative movement.
Where capitalism .showed its most baneful effects, amid the permanent

gloom of noise and smoke, in the valley of the Clyde and in the north of

England, there the workers, forgotten alike by Church and State, began

to search for remedies for their -wretched condition, and stumbled upon
tlie great principle of co-operation, applying it in the first place to the spend-

ing of their miserable wages.

The question now arises, where are we to get the teaching for our

purpose of training men and women for this work ? We must, in the first

place, utilise all the provisions already made, if suitable for our purposes.

The Workers' Educational Association, Ruskin College, the Central Labour

College, the School of Sociology and Social Economics, London ; the

universities of Birmingham, Liverpool, Cardiff, Leeds, Glasgow, all have

such courses of instruction as we desire. But there is always the question

of the point of view from which these subjects are taught ; the equipment

of the teacher and his attitude to the students ; further, there is the attitude

of the other student* to the worker-student. In the past the merchant

princes €md companies have endowed chairs in certain universities for the

teaching of particular subjects, so the question arises whether it is not

within the power of the co-operative movement, which during the last

Congress year spent £100,000 on so-called co-operative education, to do

what Prof«»H8or Hall (of Belfast) proposed they should do, in a paper which

he read at Leicester in 1912—establish and equip a co-operative college ?

I recommended his paper to the earnest consideration of the co-operative

movement. While co-operators have wisely utilis<^d the educational

r' provided by the community of which thoy form an important

I
ihey have found it necessary to establish classes of their own for

tlio-*' subjects which either could not or would not be taught by the educa-

tK.nil autlioritios. We know that the subject of co-operation has been

• from certain text-books. Therefore, the need of co-operative

(!....; . ....d a co-operative college ; and in the«e no one shall work for money
and no one shall work for fame, but each for the joy of working to raise the

class to which he belongs, instead of, as baa already happened with

co-operative students at Oxford, rising out of his claae and carr>''ing his

co-operatively acquired endowments to benefit anotlier clan.

(A full report of the addreas by Mr. Young hM been printed and iMued
in pamphlet form.)

38
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CONGRESS TRIP.

Thursday, 15th May, 1913

The business of the Congress was faithfully done ; and then after the

soHd things came the sweets. The first taste given to the *' foreigners
"

coming from all parts of the United Kingdom by our good Aberdonian friends

only whetted their appetites, and, Oliver Twist like, they wanted more.

It was a sort of " biting on " as they say in Lancashire and Yorkshire, and

it was provided on Wednesday afternoon after the Congress was brought

to a close. A run of a hundred miles on the railway—the Boat of Garten

mentioned in the programme is the name of a place and not of a water vessel

—

gave to the excursionists a glimpse of the magnificence of the Highlands

of the four counties of Aberdeen, Banff, Nairn, and Inverness, where they

meet by the side of the River Spey ; and all this for half-a-crown, a fact

that so impressed one Aberdonian we met that he burst out into a granite-

like Scottish utterance which, on being requested to put it into English,

meant " it's a mighty cheap trip."

The feast came on Thursday ; and so numerous were the guests that three

special trains were commandeered. Who amongst us who went on that

trip to the King's Scottish seat can forget it ? The considerate compilers

of the Congress Handbook had supplied us with details of all the points

of interest on the way, but we feel sure they will forgive us when we confess

that we closed the printed book in order to gaze on the wonderful pages

of Nature's book as they were opened out to us. The trains followed

sinuously the winding course of the River Dee, from the crystal waters of

which, here and there, a salmon was seen to make his leap. The shores

ran up from fertile lowland, where black cattle grazed, to wooded heights

gorgeously shaded from green to gold. Still farther Mother Earth rose

towards the clear blue sky, into brown and purple-hued expansive moiuids,

barren, wild, and studded with boulders, in the shade of which woolly sheep

reposed with their black-footed lambkins. And then beyond and above

all, in giant might and supreme solitude, was Lochnagar, standing 3,000
'

feet above the sea level, and on the brow of which, to quote Byron's ode

to it, " the snowflake reposes," a sparkling diadem in the simlight.

The poetic flight, however, suddenly suffers a shock. Our motor

vehicle comes to a standstill. A breakdown in the mechanism brings us

severely back to the commonplace. Chauffeur and one or two others lie

on their backs beneath the business department of our vehicle,|and indulge

in contortionist performances in trying to remedy the fault. Meanwhile

an agreeable discovery was made—a few yards away was the Coilacriech

Inn, where refreshment proved very acceptable. But among those who

were stranded here for about twenty minutes, a strong suspicion arose that

there was more in that breakdown of the motor conveyance than a mere
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accident, and the reason why will be readily understood when it is

mentioned that among the passengers of the disabled char-a-banc was none
other than the President of the Congress himself, Mr. James Deans, whilst,

curiously enough, the name of the licensee of the inn, prominently displayed

on the signbofiu^ outside, was also James Deans.

The charms of Balmoral so overcame the visitors that they could not

find words to suitably express their admiration, but their gratitude was
expressed in some degree in a telegram of thanks sent on their behalf by
the Secretary of the Co-oix»rative Union, Mr. Whitehead, to His Majesty,

who honoured the compliment with a telegram of acknowletlgment.

Scottish scenery is magnificent—but what of Scottish hospitality, such

as was everywhere most generously given to the Congress visitors by their

co-operative confreres in Aberdeen ! The moment they arrived on the

kingly territory of Balmoral, they were conducted to a cheery, grassy spot

by the River Dee, and entering thereon, each person wtis courteously

presented with a neat white cardboard box containing lunch—three or four

sorts of sandwiches, with an assortment of sweets ; and under the marquee
tent tea and mineral waters were supplied in plenty. Al fresco fashion,

everj'body enjoyed the good things supplied for the comfort of the inner

man—and woman—meanwhile being entertained by three Highland pipers

of handsome physique, splendidly bejewelled, and arrayed in the tartan

of their late chief, the Duke of Fife ; and as they peu>aded the fresh green

turf, they skirled and droned the " Braes o' Mar," " The Invercauld March,"

and " The Highland Laddie." One delegate, however, was heard to ask

the question, " Do they ever play any tunes ?
"

Rugged mountain and rocky coast, fishing hamlet and industrial town,

and the engineering triumphs of the Tay and Forth bridges were revealed

in the splendour of sunshine on the homeward journey ; and among the

many delightful reflections of the delegates were most grateful thoughts

of the " guid folk " of Aberdeen, whose kindly welcome, considerate service,

and perfect organisation made the National Co-operative Congress of 1913

one of the most memorable in the forty-five years of these great annual

assemblies.
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Resolutions Passed at m Aberdeen Congress,

MAY. 1913.

1. Appointment of Tellers.

That Messrs. W. H. Bryant, A. Bullock, W. T. Charter, W. J. Gilbert,

A. Hainsworth, J. C. Kenworthy, J. Murdoch, A. O'Neil, J. Pollitt, F. Rankin,

C. A. W. Saxton, and G. Wilson be appointed as tellers, and Mr. Thomas Wood
as chief teller.

2. Co-operative Education.

That this Congress (a) accepts and approves the report of the Central

Education Committee, and urges societies to adopt its Educational Programme
;

and (b) either through their local co-operative educational committees or through

their general committees, to establish such classes as are necessary for the

training of employes and the development of true membership in co-operation,

(c) Further, this Congress would urge the Central Education Committee to press

forward the utilisation of Holyoake House as a centre of co-operative instruction

and inspiration.

3. Industrial and Provident Societies (Amendment) Bill.

That this Congress expresses its satisfaction that the Industrial and Provi-

dent Societies (Amendment) Bill has once more been introduced into Parliament,

and accepts the assurance of His Majesty's Government that it shall be passed

through all its stages during the present session— a course which, in view of the

House of Lords' decision re nominations, is imperatively necessary in the

interests of the co-operative movement.

4. Committee on Credit Trading.

That this Congress agrees to abolish the Credit Committee, and the question

of credit trading be relegated to the various sectional boards.

5. Honorary Members.

That the following gentlemen be appointed as honorary members of the

Central Board for the ensuing year :

—

Midland Section: Messrs. E. L. Griffiths, D. Mc.Innes, S. Redfern, W.

W. Smith, and G. Woodhouse.

Northern Section : Messrs. H. R. Bailey, W. Crooks, and T. Rule.

North-Western Section: Messrs. C. J. Beckett, F. Hardern, and G.

Wheelhouse.
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Scottish Section : Messrs. J. M'Murren and A. Meldrum.
Southern Section : Messrs. A. H. D. Acland, E. 0. Greening, G. Hines,

and H. H. Vivian.

South-Western Section : Mr. T. Gidley.

6. Transfer of Societies.

That the applications of the Windermere Co-operative Society to be trans,

ferred from the Northern to the North-Western Section, and the King's l-iynn

Co-operative Society from the Midland to the Southern Section, be agreed to.

7. Agricultural Co-operation.

That this Congress agrees to the request of the United Board to allow the

Conference Committee to remain in existence for another year.

8. CO'Operation with other Forces.

That this Congress, whilst approving of concerted action with trade unions

and other organised bodies for raising the status of labour, cannot sanction

union with the political Labour Party ; and that the Central Board be instructed

to strictly maintain the neutrality of the movement in respect of party politics,

so that political dissension in our ranks may be avoided.

9. Development of Co-operative Production.

That in view of the unrest, friction, and inefficiency characterising the

present competitive organisation, the Congress recognises the time is ripe for

great steps forward in the development of co-operative production in all its forms,

and calls upon all co-operators to consider earnestly the best way of promoting

the growth of all forms of associated work, including the existing forms of pro-

duction by stores, wholesale and independent productive societies. It also

suggests to the Union that ^Ir. Harrison's paper be reported to the sections for

consideration during the coming year

10. Auditor.

That Mr. T. Wood (Manchester) be appointed as auditor of the accounts of

the Union for the ensuing year

11. Place of Next Congress.

That the Congresi of 1914 be held at Dublin in Whit-weok.
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Resolutions of the Central Board.

At its Meeting before Congress, Saturday,

10th May, 1913, at 9 a.m.

1. Foreign Congresses.

That the North-Western Sectional Board be allowed to have two foreign

delegations to the other Sectional Boards one.

2. Future Propaganda Work.

That the question of future propaganda work be referred back to the United

Board, with a view to further consideration, and the Co-operative Wholesale

Society's Committee be consulted, if deemed necessary.

3. Women's Guilds.

That the grant to the English Women's Guild be increased from £300 to

£400 and that the usual grants to the Scottish and Irish Women's Guilds be

made, viz., £100 and £15 respectively.

4. Permanent Teacher.

That the recommendation to appoint a permanent teacher on the staff

of the Union be adjourned for twelve months.

5. Industrial and Provident Societies Amending Bill.

That we ask Congress to allow the resolution forwarded by the Joint Par-

liamentary Committee, dealing with this matter, to be submitted to Congress.

6. Memorial to Rochdale Pioneers.

That the scheme, as now submitted, for perpetuating the memory of the

Rochdale Pioneers, be referred back to the United Board, with the view to

ascertaining whether some memorial cannot be erected at a much less cost than

the one now proposed.

7. Amendment of Rules.

That we agree to accept the amendment of the Irish Executive, making it

necessary for all candidates for the Central Board to have been for twelve months

immediately preceding nomination a member of some society member of the

Union.
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At its Meeting during Oongress, Tuesday, 13th May, 1913.

1. Appointment of Committees.

(a) Office Committee.

(1) That the Office Committee for the ensuing year consist of one

member from each section, except the North-Western Section,

which shall appoint two members.

(2) That the appointments be made by the various sections at their

first meeting after Congress.

(3) That the Office Committee be elected from those who are appointed

to attend the meetings of the United Board during the year.

(4) That the Committee meet quarterly, and that meetings be arranged

so as to come in the intervals between the meetings of the United

Board.

(5) That the Office Committee appoint an Executive, who shall also act

as the Finance Committee of the United Board, and that monthly

meetings be held for the purpose of checking the accounts of the

Central Office and the various sections.

(6) Committee on Education.

That the sectional boards be empowered to appoint representatives to

this committee ; also that the various educational committees'

associations be allowed to appoint representatives to the committee,

together with one representative from the Women's Guild and one

from the Amalgamated Union of Co-operative Employes.

(c) Joint Propaganda Committee.

That one representative be appointed by the Midland and two repre-

sentatives by the North Western Sectional Boards to act on this

committee.

2. Trades Union Congress.

Resolved,

—

That the North-Western Sectional Board be ompowerod to appoint a

representative to attend the Trades Union Congress, to be hold in

Manchester in September next.

3. Conference of National Union of Teacliers.

Resolved,—

That the board of the section in which the conference takes place be

empowered to appoint a delegate to attend the oonforenoe of the

National Union of Teachers, which is to bo held during Easter,

1914.

4. Meeting of the United Board.

Resolved,

—

That the first meeting of the United Board be held on Saturday, 14th

June.
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Stafisties of Societies ' J'rade

IRISH

RETURN OF TRADE, &c., of Distributive

a These particulars are taken from our last year's return, h These particulars are taken

this office or to

NAME OF SOCIETY.
No. of
Mem-
bers.

LIABILITIES.

Share
Capital.

Loans,
includ-
ing any
Over-
draft
from
Bank.

Re-
serve
Fond.

Value of

Stock
in

Trade.

Value of

Land,
Bldin^s,
Machin-
TV, and
Fixed
Stock.

House
Prop-
erty.

All
other
Invest-
ments.

Owing
to the
Society

for
Goods.

IRELAND.

Armagh
cBallinagleragh
Ballymena and Harryville
Belfast
cCahermoyle
Coalisland
Cork (City of)

Donacloney
aDrumaness
Dublin Industrial
6Dunraymond
Enniskillen
cGlenanne
Greenor."^

Inchicore
ftKeady
Lame ,

Lisburn
Lucan
Middletown
Newtownards
Portadown
Queenstown
Rosslare Harbour
fcShamrock
bSpringfleld

311

10800

90
612
139
103
400
79
191

£.

3142

129
32

106
1200
160
96

228
800
825
58
168

Total. 16059

330
604
488
222

1133
148
480

276
808
387
812

11794
304
63

650
2059
894
174
187
447

1479

37
5776

e.'SO

1158
25

269
315
122
514
272
1.S3

126
661

200
505
486

278

5683

'io

27
70
8

204

685

1172
350

ii

261
20
81

119
786

1610

463
29002

547
340
572
198
696
339
247

608
348
269
191

4177
392
297
286

424
157
905

250
44918

48
54

1570
94
57

"4
1119

71
215

3654
595
55
165
618
160
45

281
334
173

446
958

640
77

362
378

5406
391
18

894
1188
235
144
654

48006 67610 49966

92
204

184

56

249
2187
22
141
276
680
219
87
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for the year 1912.

SECTION.

Co-operative Societies in Ireland, for 1912.

from the Registrar's Retnm for 1911. e These societies hare not made a return either to |

the Registrar.

IP-J**-"* SaUrleaand PBonr^^^^ Wages.

dart£"'the
Tesr. Net

ProAt.

Io-
terest

„i* i

Aver-
Bonus

SobKriptlOU. 1

Dittrl- Pro- DUtri- Pro- Educ.-! Chsri-

tNUnre. dactre. butire. doctive. Share
CapiUli

dend
per A'.

Wages. tional
Pur.

ubic 1

Pur
i:o-operat'Te

UBSon.

1

POMS. IK-es-i

S. S. i. 4 i s. d. £ J £ £ s.

10 10 454 677 18055 465 189 1 .. .. 1 1 11 11

io 518 i6467 480 60 1 1 18 3 1 a
281 64 16804 3057 816286 80127 8897 1 6 1818 700 1439 47 18 4

"*8
'i78 8650 ias "\h I'O

•

'

io 6

7 4 248 568 7178 306 20 8 6 1 a 17 4

6 laa 3107 184 18 1 13

9 89 730 66 1 6 1 13 7
10 13 8 944 889 16313 611 45 8J 8 30 .. 3 13 1

11 4877 90
12 6 934 3846 330 34 1 3 11 1 1 16 8

.,

14 8 154 3930 168 18
io|

13 6 9
6 ,

.

398 ,. 6606 809 87 ... 13 6
16 8907 43
17 6 838 4607 106 13 6 10 8
18 88 1980 86005 8803 633 1 6 80 18 6 10 4
19 6 306 6061 474 16 1 9 7 16 8
ao a 73 3600 16 3 10
ai 6 838 4096 189 36 8 6 8 1 6
as 9 ., 474 ,. 9703 484 81 1 3 8 18 1 1 9 a
as 8 418 7086 8M) 14 1 6 a 1 11

34 8 .. 74 3381 91 7 10* 1 i t 6 1

as ,. 5887 498 ,, ..

96 •• •- •• 6849 900 •• •• •• • • •• ••

414 81 38780 8608 4742S7 ^ 4486 un 788 1M7 ni8 9

'
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MIDLAND

RETURN OF TRADE, &c., of Co-operative Societies in the Counties of

Rutland, Salop, Stafford, Warwick, and Part of Worcester,

a These particulars are taken from our last year's return. These particulars are taken

this ofSce or to

LIABILITIES.

NAME OF SOCIETY.
No. of
Mem-
bers.

' Loaii8,
!

cSui.1
9:,Tt \^:i\ '"

I K ^""'*- Trade,

hank. I

Value of
Land,

hidings,
Machin-
ery, and
Fixed
Stock.

All

p_„_. other"°P
i Invest-
ments.

Honse

erty.

Owing
to the
Society

for
Ooods.

No. 1

—

Northampton& Eabls
Barton District—

Blakesley
Braefield
bBrington
fcBrixworth
Cogenhoe Self-Help . .

.

Daventry
Denton
Earls Barton
East Haddon
Ecton
Hackleton

aHarleston
Harpole
I.L.P. Boot
Long Buckby
Moulton
Northampton
Pitsford
West Haddon
Yardley Hastings

74
275
102
259
103
831
76

720
51
96

164
146
578
18

858
812

4919
68
168
241

118
4085
159
1887
580

11569
250

147
343
1884
428

8475
27

14718
2236

247
1077
1984

Total 10054

No. 2—WELLlNOBOROUbH AND
Kettering District—

Burton L atimer
Desborough
Finedon
Higham Ferrers
Irchester
Irthlingborough
Kettering
Market Harborough
Raunds Distributive
Ringstead Distributive
Rothwell
Rushden
Thrapston
Walgrave Industrial
Wellingborough Midland.

,

WoUaston

644
1500
739
882
373

1073
151

2285

2750
600

10685
41543
8482
8120
5042

14007
10614
578

10562
21980

30721
14875

22658 847860

1800

8i5

28
3994

849
300

16774

176
277

2406
22864
1164
684
673
1932
7497
1499
2661
464

3454
3640
715
501

5403
2321

57868

273
141

106

1003
17

181
233
50

228
95

703
1287
2760
47
52

285

8127

2275
1255
258
205
108

3056
872
621

977
285
110

1800
400

12918

£

118
488
234
746
214
8088
195

2831
153
280
822
256
1285

14856
118
612

2800
9886
1688
1485
1859
1925

17526
5072
4257
242

2953
6290
970

45
1112

11

110
6500

800
54

5337
37

3448
1238

11

598
881

2250

8245
1379

3402

7802
6777
709

7076
11089
1028
478

12562
1736

66151 127625

4497

8117
1297
1955

19135

8042
20876

2174

112845

2202

3820
3868

5096
7423

£

70
8167
120
186
502

8658
73

2226
46

876
1128
876
801
188

3024
556

8849
205
289
1376

27155

1792
5828
4013
1871
2274
1411

27001
7275
2186
198

2210
8404
1362
460

17500
7507

91286

96

596
66

132

48

1284

50
2735

116
874
128
76
18

1374

6064

« Coal only.
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SECTION.

Cambridge, Derby, Leicester, Lincoln, Northampton, Nottingham,

for 1912, arranged in theii• respective Conference Districts.

from the Registrar's Return for 1911. c These societies have not made a return either to |

the Registrar.

.

Ka.01 SaUrlea Mid PBOPIT.

'^^SLT w««.
1

Dlatrtl Pro-

Sales
dartnirttae

Y«tf.

In- Arer-

^^ terest : axe

•TOO*.
SllAl* flAfMl

Capiul per<.

BabKripttom.

battT*. doctiTa.

Boniu
Edoea-

^'i^^^^ss?'-
1

P0M>. P0-..1

£ £ £ £ £ 8. d. £ £ £ £ s. d.

a 88 947 1 2i 5
9 "l 164 67 5193 687 124 2 r [[

"3
9090 239 ..1

['
]| 5010 566

1 "60
, 1778 214 "ifi 2 81

3
io 10

18
"9

1188 i90 17780 1683 462 1 9 '24 10 4 5
1 68 1447 107 10 9 7 5

10
"7

658 389 17439 2086 560 2 i6 16 8 14 3
1 46 988 64 6 1 6

10 1
"1

45 46 9067 165 6 2 6
11 1 1 91 79 3684 501 58

1*4
[*. "4

17
13 8 906 8128 531 18 9 15 5

91
"8

904 i69 14927 516 160 010^ 6 3 19 10
14 9 151 2548 236 168 5
15 98 ,, 1898 24715 3150 462 2

"2
37 87 4 5 1

16 9 9 187 i98 6841 500 105 2 u 3 1 18 10
17 90 19 4946 808 102288 10289 990 1 9 906 96 33 7 1

18 1 89 1221 127 11 2 1 6 6
19 5 940

]*
4888 112 50 1 9i 9 17 6

90 8 •• 176

1779

5076 567 95

8078

2 1 •• 8 1 4 7

187 99 10691 938465 22378 •• •• 488 114 46 14 8

1 15 4 674 980 15601 1894 410 1 10 10 16 8 4 11

9 98 196 1680 7487 58761 7451 1580 90 87 8 7 2
3 18 814 996 18292 9048 868 6 6 8 16 6
4 6 884 161 7968 1316 117 7 5 I 18

6 6 415 194 19800 1612 996 ,. 1 17 6
6 11 909 146 16451 1689 180 1 10 3 18 8
7 101 61 7417 8870 164415 80738 6840 165 in 88 15

8 46 9456 406 49084 4741 568 66 99 8 16 9
9 90 1844 996 92198 9190 894 18 90 5 10

10 1 85 68 9497 991 97 ,, 14 9
11 14 918 156 18989 1878 889 18 4 4

19 45 19 8048 704 68866 6064 1088 I u 108 68 11 11 6
18 6 890 97 878 80 9 80 18 1 18 6
14 9 100 86 8818 886 96 110 9
15 60 16 8751 886 8668 1901 ii9 186 18 i9

16 17 1008 17406 1784 684 • Jl 18 8 8 1

801 966 96817 14984 698018 78196 18608 •• •• 664 486 106 1
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NAME OF SOCIETY.
No. of
Mem-
bers.

LIABILITIES.

I

Loans,
I
incliid-

Share I
'°? ^^y

from
Bank.

Re-
serve
Fand.

Value of
Stock

in
Trade.

Valae of
Land,

BldingB,
Machin-
ery, and
Fixed
Stock.

Investments.

Hon" ot^r
ProB. '

other
^ Invest-

ments.
erty.

Owing
to the
Society

for
Goods.

Welxinoborocgh and Ket-
tering District—Con
Productive Societies :

—

aAvalon (Rothwell Boot and
Shoe)

Desborough Boot and Shoe
Finedon Boot and Shoe
Higham FerrersBoot&Shoe
Kettering Boot and Shoe

„ Clothing
„ CorsetM'facturers
,, UnionBooti&Shoe

Northamptonshire Produc
live (Wollaston)

Ringstead Unity
St.Crispin Produc.(Raunds)
Wellingboro'-IdealCloth'rs

,, Midland Boot

194
289
29
224
697
1071
368
275

191
24
50
923
168

Total 27156

No. 8

—

Leicester District—
fcAnstey
Ashby-de-la-Zouch
Barrow-on-Soar
Barwell
Broughton Astley
Burbage
Coalville
aCosby
Croft
Enderby
Fleckney
Glenfleld
Great Glen
Great Wigston
Groby
Hathem
Hinckley
Huncote
Kirby Muxloe
Leicester
Loughborough Industrial.

.

a „ Wkg.Men'B
bMarkfleld
Melton Mowbray
Mount Sorrel
Oadby
aQuomdon
Ratby
Rothley

aSapcote
Shepshed
Stoney Stanton (Hinckley)
bSutton Bonnington
Whetstone

849
867
155

1150
141
515

4679
179
137
876

1716

2446
158
115

19868
629
841
145

1366
854
264
201
174
199
100

1158
216
76

250

4686
4601
4205

4622
1817

2625
720

16521
3784

2807

13571
927
G256

86787

11463
1844
3360
281

31422
1786
5884

51588
2393
871

242151
1611
1070
1172
7372
2312
2613
783
499
777
899

28741
1650
886
1702

4475
8326
414
1874
8428
13428
4518
1957

3211
815
2454
14287
1088

117688

1084
870
185

2027
895
287

16814
1035
288

4100
267
1235
120

7408
54

1717
2802
1148
304

87164

612
3205
214
812
120

560

776
642
800
1479
8686
7802
1039
207

517
8

627
4200
664

8127
6121
2689
8879
18256
25849
6204
2012

1878
6814

3264

482
2540
8672
11460
2978
1486

2161
892
3040
8329
1897

884

165609 174118

14
185
51

601
25

210

41
910
150
198
50

1853
230
145

2554
110
59

5124

550
97
98
59

178
62

200

118

616
809

4527
651
1900
18662
552
584

8850
1276
1002
226

6256
581
1187
6515
566
416

45189
982
1290
648

872
721
697
661
375
4508
698
185
437

2075
1470
26

6020
548

2569
22320
1709
38

3258
1250

16514

1604
4626
2887
667

135000
416
1030
746

6414
1878
1058

8778

900
10016

8485
300

14215

47470
818

1048

706

532
6757

798

38982 466484 93864 18805 112687 228041 187610 150878 4401

64
2470
448

2408
12097
865

4

29
17

12277
62

861
156
64

5190
236

2861
14759

192
687
3232
151

757
239
4722
1718
1852
6088
560
318

79975
474

1866
170

1776
466
116
323
74

20186
684
164
971

2887
1851

751
1628
8712
5822
2560

1873
815
2327
9500
2523

41663

84

p414

55
876

18

/558

P1426
285
250

650

68
162
200

/26

f Clubs only. g Bread only. p Productive Department.
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Nao( SftUrieaaad PROFIT.

^ig?
ee* on
aist

W.(c
1

dnrlntrtiie
lo-

terert
Atw SabKriptioiM.

BaBU

SSL
Pro-

doetfe.
Distri-
battTe.

Pro-
doetiTe.

Tewr.

dend
pcrji.

tiODMi
Pur.

1

potM. P«»-.!

J £ £ £ £ s. d. X £ £ £ 8. d.

17 960 8532 39100 700 110 6 302 10 16 1 10
18 .. 115 [', 5497 20784 108 1 7 8
19 eo 2944 12749 *655 229 884 "a 10
ao .. 87 4889 19996 926 196 o'si 196 86 90 1 12
ai .. 219 18628 55186 2800 470 6^ 677 67 115 6
22 1071 82857 116588 11082 1486 ^ 9606 296 978 8 10
28 189 .. 6824 28826 1718 416 7 804 80 69 8
34 •• 69 •• 8868 12260 804 86 1 7 9 5

25 95 4955 18658 826 127 144 1 10
26 60 2899 6782 88

'/ .*
5

27 ,, 180 7739 83572 868 202 237 1 5 10
28 661 ,. 94151 103277 11155 1508 0*9 1650 450 800 6 8 6
29 •• 99 4848 29072 1426 295 6 8 206 59 287 1 5 6

891 8374 25817 186641 1012818 105618 18788 6748 1478 9015 140 4 3

6028 625 *'
*4

806 91 5575 588 *47 I'il ,. 1 is 4

6 149 8860 421 14 1 10 "9
80 1626 890 88787 6136 528 2 8 67 8 6 '6 10
9 125 9815 66 41 2 1 15 1

6 645 i68 15198 1928 278 8 6 9 10 10
114 6878 2265 141455 18887 1700 3 6 "ii 81 94

1 199 4271 482 47 2 2 ,, " 18 K
1 184 *70 8884 871 81 2 .. 14

10 19 1166 498 21606 9759 428 2 li 14 4 10
11 7 871 141 9408 1948 76 2 4 9 5 5
12 3 174 95 46C7 575 185 2

*6 *7
1 8 4

18 1 87 1698 128 14 1 8 8 4
14 81 2128 sii 42S28 5580 1188 2 44 99 8 18 5
W 1 181 111 4500 705 89 2 5 9 17 1

6 409 94 7604 959 908 1 8 10 1 7 1

17 49 9881 091 75001 14967 1999 8 4 17 94
9 194 9887 866 97 9 .. 6 15 4

19 9 , 199 9600 967 41 9 14
**1

11 6
90 400 900 98019 9680 461480 48807 0600 1 7} 1994 480 149 101 8 4
21 8 966 76 4199 807 85 1 71 ., 8 9 6
23 6 984 118 8999 861 44 9 ., ,. ,.

38 4486 467 ois 7
94 '96 i416 289 96000 9809 804 1 8 16 *i5 6 10 8
9f 6 486 196 11480 1166 67 9 4 6 1 16
96 9 891 188 6748 648 108 9 1 ,, 1 T
97 8 ,. 186 4575 601 87 9 "9
98 1 146 ioo 4187 887 94 1 8 oie 11

99 8 999 ** 6980 661 84 9 8 ,

,

1

80 1 [[ 75 1861 949 18 9 ,. 9 • •

81 98 1690 996 84491 4496 1117 9 4 '4i 46 616 1

89 9 186 168 4876 601 78 9 9 6 1 1 8
88 ,, ,. 1017 118 ,. .

.

,

84 9 •• 891 •• 7991 706 64 9 6 •• •• 9 ••

768 106 80988 wm 07B478 U909B 1886 ea 818 UO 4 9
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NAME OF SOCIETY.
No. of
Mem-
bers.

LIABILITIES.

Share
Capital.

LoanR.
incliid-

inuaiiy
Over-
draft
from
Bank.

Re-
serve
Fund.

Value of
Stock

Value of

Land.
UldinR8,
Machin
ery, and
Fixed

House
Prop-
erty.

All
other
Invest-
ments.

' OwlnR
I to the
'Society

Leicester District—Con.
Productive Societies :

—

Excelsior Boot and Shoe
(Sileby)

Glenfield Boot and Shoe .

.

Leicester Anchor B. & Shoe
„ Boot and Shoe .

.

„ Carriage Build'rs

„ Printing
„ SelfHelpBoot&S

Morning Star Sundries
(Leicester)

Sperope Boot and Shoe
(Barwell)

Wigston Hosiers

Total 41978

244
530
95G
71

347
200

116

194

8065
5207
11973

589
6675
2055

794

2812
4195

1818
2791
5693
12517

291
7926
1829

1144

4553
1654

133565

630
1295
37

1321

461

125

935
115

1180
3120
7480
12688
705

3610
2648

991

4643

1957
1790
5798
8652
252

10574
2422

1444
2182

137510

8a3
998
384
3864
53
63
23

155

966
535

158797

No. 4—Coventry District—
Atherstone

rtBlue Lias (Stockton)
Broadwell New
Coventry Perseverance
Eathorpe and Marton
Harbury
Lockhurst Lane
Long Itchington
aNapton
Nuneaton
bPailton
bParadise (Foleshill)

Rugby
aSoutham
Stoneleigh

Productive Societies :-

Coventry Andrews Watch
Manufacturing

Coventry Builders
Coventry Licensed Trade
Supply

Coventry Watch ManU'
facturing

704
114
30

16734
185
365
2066
191
170

5527
37
81

6282
268
126

5480
238
81

202252
835

2901
31905
1512
754

34683
245
196

73441
1095
301

155

61

355919

342
118

1591

1281

Total 33126 359251

No. 5—BiRMINOHAM DISTRICT
Alcester
Bidford
Birmingham Industrial
bChurch Lench
CleeHill
Dudley

04
175

6756

23610
7641

137895
204
619

16479

2116

212
247

2245
420
76

63
480
6921

21503
440
352
1629

2104
1325

55
5169
170

23487

661

970

183

33555

5

150

156

25801 33866

2456

7536
71
48

193

1101
708

7595

15
786

423
1547
7906
1024
216

13977
234
345

26411
654
201

5
37728

186
776

16823
111

763
24245

358
2.38

35794
840
50

684

85454

7336

9721

13509

1951

76429
884
1142
6178
451
844

5546
1041
148

17458
250
264

296

222 2227

116708

517
34
58

441

294

100086 123123 117583 118090

1837
89313

111
482

7835

12608
1663

94821
62
97

9421

113
2528
7878 31008

260
164

g Bread only
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k. f'
o( SaUrira and PROFIT

Knj^o>««on Waec
i '

SlklM
datinfftbe

' In- Arer
v^ terest axe^^ on DiTi-^"^ Share dend

Caplial perx.

Boaoa
on

Wa««».

Sobaeriptlao.. |

SSS.
Pn>-

doetre.
Dtotri- Pro.
baUre. dnctiTe.

Tmt.
Edneai
Uonal 1

Pur-
1

Chart-

1 i

i
po-a-l powa.

j

£ £ £ £ £ 8. d. £ £ £ £ 1. d.

ss TO 8806 15498 1010 84 6
S?

80 98 9 9
86 88 4566 16749 480 169 IB 19 6 9 1 6
37 167 8765 27885 689 960 10 16 4 10
38 ,. 945 18448 44660 8196 693 4 447 86 18 8
39 18 1117 24S1 181 19
40 106 5755 15044 900 867 8 161 46 60 9 8
41 67 8486 19118 180 96 8 1 1 10 C

43 .. 7 .. 496 8418 914 86 4 19 4 4 019

48 74 4981 19108 1027 186 44 967 8 7 19 7
44 •• 48 •• 9028 11897 330 97 8 49 9 18 1 16 10

758 1169 50968 63440 1151706 120130 90197 9688 806 464 908 9 10

1 19 6 848 897 18969 2588 964 9 8 96 10 8 10 1

8 8 180 9889 190 9 9 1

8 1 668 1 6 6
4 890 66 19956 8899 869789 66471 7486 2 6 1169 118 76 4 9
5 4 187 8814 456 19 9 6
6 . 8998 791 1 18 6
7 44 6 9949 488 69669 8567 1993 9 71 918 7 10 6 10
8 6 978 6508 536 60 1 11 6
9 9 9 97 88 1999 83 98 6 1 17
10 106 97 6667 9060 198179 14901 1609 1 10} 186 68 98 8
11 1881 169
la 8188 431
18 150 47 9478 8986 187869 90808 9979 9 964 60 80 10
14 5 8 887 85 6110 687 46 9 6
15 8 990 4907 414 96 9 ..

064 146 88796 10911 780991 116849 18796 1840 966 169 19 9

16 8 181 804 6
17 •• 10 .. 407 1067 94 6 •• .. .. .. 6

18 .. 7 .. 696 1188 169 77 .. .. .. .. 1 10

19 .. 19 .. 449 968 .. .. .. .. .. 19

664 179 80796 11878 796868 116098 18807 •• •• 1840 966 166 11 9

80 11 4848 770 80664 6040 806 1 7 46 60 16 19 6
19 8 416 160 18481 1986 W 1 11 4 8 8

876 69 98498 4044 47168 6790 9 788 610 171 87 4 4

1687 114 ,. ,,

6 9 816 100 4608 40 14 ,, .. ,, ,. 1

61 8 9918 896 68616 6648 m 9 •• •• • 16

•I 66 Wfwk*' trade.



676 Retubn op Trade &c., for

NAME OF SOCIETY.

Birmingham District—Con.
Fenny Compton

o Halesowen and Hasbury .

Highley
Kidderminster
Malvern
Soho (Smethwick)

fcStratford-on-Avon
Ten Acres and Stirchley
(Birmingham)

Warwick
Worcester

Productive Societies :-

Alcester Needle Makers
Birmingham Printers . . .

.

bWorcester Hamper and
Basket Makers

Midland Woodworkers.

Total

No. 6—Stafford District—
Bourton (Much Wenlock) .

.

Bridgrnorth
Burton-on-Trent
Cannock

aCheadle
Ellesmere
Hollington
IronbridgeA Coalbrookdale
Mayfield
Oakengates
Prees
Rugeley
Shrewsbury
Stafford
Stone
Tamworth
Tibberton
Tipton
Walsall
Wednesbury (New)

a „ (Old)
Wheaton Aston
aWhitchurch
Wolverhampton

Productive Society:—
Walsall Locks & Cart Gear

Total

No. of
Mem-
bers.

1342
145

2540
608

4(;04

743

6703
456
3710

52080

46

42
289

7979
2357
236
210
106
975
216
1900
300
1047
2568
2852
720

4285
50
767
7892

61
450

3214

206

U.^BILITIES.

Share
Capital.

includ-
ing any
Over-
draft
from
Bank.

Re-
serve
Fund.

Value of
Stock

in
Trade.

Value of
Land,

BldinRs,
Machin-
ery, and
Fixed
Stock.

House
Prop-
erty.

All
otlier

Invest-

Owlng
to the
Society

for
Goods.

1696
11572
1819

41027
1978

22429
2350

68139
1278

31847

864483

1872
5307

249
231

872142

1142
75287
16022
407
767
992

7518
1222

12775
1416
6986
14958
14175
7666
45075

82
4316

45808
5706
111
360

3048
26092

7079

9
7241
1284
1463
1110
2802
1850

814
2421

85617

1361
1175

259
52

24186

261

38464 24447

1190
5112
2380

66
70

loii
70

301
1412
578

2347
646
400

4740
2175

642

27057

8497

30554

1748
675

5697
12

1964

208
4586

103
558
256
1519

8
882
1605
1862
193

2888
133
341
1870

261
80

701

5090

24918

714
4458
650

9577
1070
14977
1764

15558
465

8156

121506

1481
215

818
73

209574

584
5167

215411

624

4861
318
154
72

4104
840
5115

4821
5752
2624
14144
244
1570

12518
3812
249
276
1005

103291

583
10505
1344

10563
1562

2274

1315
16511

26
1485

7587
82

596
510

8349
157

5126
1372
3767
8748
8158
2176
20565

5

2176
81400
8542
202
200
1911

9697

151629

157618

2776
816
7950

1700

546
3575

665

1833
8750

401

1911

22114

22114

591
1540
240

22106
468

6052
887

80757
405

12515

66

116308

278
185

34091
7465
180
187
619
2566
937

6141
151

7991
5455
4597
2153
19316

24
1200
10096
1037

25

8017

118755

72

113827 14884



1912, Midland Section 577

No.o( aaUrietud 1

1

PBOFIT
'

1 1

1

I>)»tri- Pro-
toUTe. doetre.

dortSTthel
Ye»r.

In. 1

Net U»«t

icpiui

Xrtit-

DiTl-
d«nd
per A". -i

StlbKrtptiOM. 1

1

Diatii-
1

battTO.
'

Pro-
dncUve.

EdQCft-
tiODAl
Pur

Chmrt-
uble Co^tper&Uv*
Par Uaum.

1 1
POMk, POMS.

£ £ £ £ £ t. d. £ £ £ J s. d.

7 3 2 207 40 5195 487 66 1 6 1 1 6 10
8 94 5 1604 450 30069 3862 528 a 81
9 4 1 196 75 5180 924 60 3 10 15
10 49 17 9791 990 66195 9422 1480 2 4i 105 30 IS 5
11 8 1 561 190 7706 191 94 1 ? 5 3
la 89 16 5264 1100 93076 10483 959 a 816 145 80 80 8 9
IS 10648 826

14 188 16 7627 1226 139736 17802 8695 2 890 69 80 16 8
15 6 3 348 116 5061 845 54 1 8 8 a 16
16 68 12 3865 1105

10900

66116 6667 1195 1 7J 181 189 64 19 5 6

982 148 53806 968697 111245 14469 •• 1185 1850 488 813 11

17 29 888 2748 85 1 10

1

46 3789 6489

880

606 386 71 119 80 6 1 5

10
20 13 300 670 •• • • 5

989 338 53806 14827 974479 111888 14766 1804 1870 444 817 1

1 102 986 47 6 1 18 4 6
17 421 6410 696 50 2 6 111 6

390 48 11782 3618 214419 25066 8880 2 868 865 148 m 1

45 15 2787 764 55414 5680 710 1 9 115 70 11 8
8 148 2518 215 88 1 -7^ .. 1 4

8 168 2400 230 88 1 10 ,. I 1 1

83 1718 960 50 3 6 13 5
28 8 1196 907 21496 2004 845 1 7 11 11 5 8 8
6 817 6897 969 58 2 6j 8 89 1 1 1 9

10 45 io 3118 660 47671 6516 563 2 y 180 60 9 7 7
11 6 3 300 86 4666 894 64 1 1 1 15

12 90 5 1368 806 24358 3618 810 1 10 86 16 4 19 8
18 49 14 3710 978 48867 6843 660 9 68 96 28 18 4 11

49 7 3811 503 89884 6941 604 1 11 80 61 10 8 4

15 17 4 796 310* 16668 9019 828 a 16 14 8 9 9
16 90 88 5479 3600 109415 17193 1910 a 64 141 160 44 80 17 8
17 1 87 1609 46 5 8 6^ 8 6
18 11 8 481 188 13839 1480 801 a
19 116 38 7060 1646 107590 10743 2309 1 6 988 186 8R 8H 18

ao 18 3 876 163 18146 1838 857 1 H 17 68 4 17 6
21 9 130 6010 425 6 a ,, ,, ,^ ,,

22 68 1444 143 , 8 1 • ^,
23 9 3 876 104 8183 216 88 10 f *«ll
24 OT 16 8106 900 68721 6091 1188 1 H 6B 106 14 16 6

809 187 48963 13766 80499B 96898 18006 " m U47 466 186 Oil

25 •• 980 •• 16840 88018 1896 M9 •• m 40 26 1 10

809 417 48968 26106 816011 «« 18614 •• 1647 IWT •61 186 10 11

?>')



578 Return of Trade, &c., for

LIABILITIES.

NAME OF SOCIETY.
No. Of
Mem-
bers. Share

Capital.

Loans,
includ-
ing any
Over-

Re-
serve

draft
I
Fund.

from
Bank.

Valne of
Stock
in

Trade.

Value of
Land.

Bldings,
Machui-
ery, and
Fixed
Stock.

Investments.

House
Prop-
erty.

AU
other
Invest-
ments.

OwinR
to the
Society

for
Goods.

No. 7—Derby District—
Bolsover

aBrassington
Clay Cross
Codnor Park and Ironville.

Derby
Dkeston
Langley Mill and Aldercar
Lea and HoUoway
Long Eaton .

Milford (Hopping Hill). . .

.

Pinxton
Ripley

aTibshelf
bTideswell
Wirksworth

Productive Societies :-

Derby Printers. .
.'

,, Umbrella Makers
Long Eaton Printers. .

.

Total

1276
60

817
SBS

27062
4349
4550
893

7915
366
646
9304
1019
150
410

No. 8—Nottingham District
Annesley
Annesley Woodhouse
Bulwell
Calverton
Cinder Hill
Hucknall Torkard
Keyworth
Kirkby-in-Ashfleld
Langwith
Lowdham ,

Mansfield and Sutton
Netherfleld
Nottingham
Pleasley and Pleasley Hill
bPleasley Works
aRadcliffe-on-Trent
Ruddington
Selston
Southwell
Stanton Hill

Stapleford and Sandiaore.
Warsop Vale
aWoodborough

10492
183

5470

308015

797
346
1948
211
1806
3569
246
2045
485
391

13441
1118
40
?63
563
688
438
1221
2375
212
75

Productive Societies:-

Codnor Park and Selston
Baking

Kirkby-in-Ashfleld Manu
facturers

Nottingham Printers

43110

69183
2160

120046
1979

17142

1370

797764

685

799244

5846
6614

25274
1883
17408
97613
3105
27548
5255
3936

126557
14595

151689
11852

40
2645
10210
13071
3282
12302

3850

3490
1830
5899
2978
8772
2292
15477

11

4750

3
335

14444
1828
1563

4905

1228

281

57 5868

49245

107

49634

2496
895

577747

900

2664

405
4811

80
2752
13764
314
1739
295
47

4843
6767
5570
3100
844
2537

5635
2754

375

452
7

45

32769

8155
248

Total 43404 581936 63786 82181 166147 220857 129345 203366

765
198
701
130

1586
2879
174

1368
671
320

8343
367

8814
962

650
790

900

61
134

2464
4250
60200
15704

* I

1034
30784
1054

2570

5i6

3319
1910

118170
1 2(;480

22854
2281

69462
56

4231
67806
4356

849

191532

285
105

880004

526
22

244

191971

81404

90

405
282

2443
2209
9163
775
7660
12126

2616
1097

40060
5957
35505
3542
188
1200
1788
5595
1614
4762
11750
1081

168

1450

108344
5370

88424

7880
28403

915

219606

330796

176
1107
7858
444

161196

98

4710
148

14016
767

11188
1285
1096

85000
12464
70674
8016

12
3563
10669
4416
1918
6826
14580
812
718

219606

217465

773

1720

1516
7147
800
1884

39372

5761

42458
2416
7576
1425

1756

6736
9890
771

2192
95

1053
7004
76100
6891
18808
659

13757
606

3038
76534
8242

210644

161

211623

5461

710
4018

774

2815
1755

61027
3062
287
167
754

5221
480

2658
7041
283
122

1040
177

1255
968
5625
705
272
557

i29
595
56

640

12178

308
135
260

129345 202240

170

560

247
26

dAO

191

2526
926

2831
782

608
195
430
543
914
^202

13965

1748
212

d Hire System only. f Clubs only.
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No.of 9aiaxlmnad nofD.
BmplovMt on

I>ee.Sl>t.
WMCt.

1

-%-
JSL

In.
ten>t

Capital

Avar-

ptri.
w^

SofaKripitaM.

Dtetrt-
bobve. doctre

Dmn-
boUve. daetiTA

UOM
ttouU
Par-

Cbail-
tibto
Par ^'•^SS?'*

!
1

VMS.

1

£ £ £ £ £ B. d £ is £ £ a. d.

97 8 1858 938 88656 8979 488 1 9i 96 8 16 10
3 90 1924 88 4 3 9
8 3 870 55 11684 530 257 6i .. . 8 9 8
19 9 1800 211 97931 3714 731 2 86 80 4 10

781 258 88885 21890 690865
1

100689 11192 2 6j 894 806 186 8 6
106 32 6501 2350 134235 14166 1812 1 llj 990 48 98 6 3
104 60 7018 2835 119791 14060 3002 1 9:

1

345 361 64 98 14
4 . 9 8

356 65 12474 4645 386188 99848 1 5133 2 803 66 10 8 4

488 9098 1314 99 1 I 17 6
16 1008 19999 8520 ! 758 2 10 4 13 11

186 60 11181 3168 259340 88860 8635 2 i\ 876 178 46 1 4

97 6 1493 863 83104 4881 871 2 6 •• 111 90 6 6 2

"7
331 .. 7791 980 54 9 9 ..

* 9 1 11

1493 489 83383 85045
1

1573161 I 214622 82531 •• 345 9909 1819 986 19 3

16 19 668 2040 804 88 1 81 8 1 15

11 6 .. 968 1350 99 10 .. 7 6
18 •• 8 •• 583 ' 1178 188 31 6 35 1 •• 6

1499 614 83882 86564 1677699 315186 ». •• 801 9911 1890 997 19 8

I 14 1006 28006 6845 979 8 7J 1 99 4 8 9
S 9 578 11838 1663 290 2 4 14 86 8 1 18 8
8 44 9 8128 637 61876 7411 1011 9 8 64 70 10 8
4 3 193 4664 685 98 9 7
6 80 17 3746 1015 52894 7101 680 2 6 64 51 8 17 4
6 76 40 5605 3870 98186 11064 8560 9 Oi .. 164 78 18 11

7 6 8 397 93 6406 , 140 1 r .. 1 6
8 66 19 8806 859 71590 9589 1964 9 8 91 108 80 10 6 6
9 16 965 90346 8390 381 8 15 2 4 9
10 7 I 480 86 7964 786 161 1 8 ., 4 9 8
11 904 80 lOOfO 1984 361698 36908 5488 9 .. 886 187 41 18 4
13 48 7 3772 474 48496 2540 778 10} . 67 2 10 8
18 814 98 17666 6119 264074 82239 71J6 1 9| 794 i74 109 67 14 4
14 38 1788 88096 9847 60S 9 oi ., 10 90 6 18 6
15 1619 901 .,

16 6 8 886 186 6467 19 .. .. ,.

17 11 6 788 810 16186 1898 468 1 9 ,, 96 9 18
18 19 4 1104 986 90868 9791 678 9 8 ,. 88 6 8 10 6
19 18 8 797 198 19071 1806 146 1 8 ..

»
6 3 4

20 84 1848 49616 6146 600 9 0» .. 74 6 19 4
•21 68 19 8809 876 79646 9687 1688 9 r ,, 90 68 19 8
23 6 404 8861 1018 116 9 8| 10 94 1 1 8
28 1 •• 89 .. 1378 149 16 • •

1018 948 60B68 16768 11807W 188946 B8008 .. 880 1088 789 906 9 7

94 ,. 8 710 9186 67 49. ,, ,, ,. .. 6

96 47 9800 10600 488 141

Sit
n If 16 8

96 •• 9 .. 678 1491 174 91 9 4 4 16

1018 807 60^63 1»498 1149940 188966 m. •• m 1104 188 908 19 1



5S0 Retukn of Tkadk, &c., for

NAME OF SOCIETY.
No. of
Mem-
bers.

LIABILITIES. ASSETS.

1 IxwnR,

;

inclnd-

Sbare MnK»ny R«-

capital, j^^,^ p^jjj
1

from
j Bank.

Value of
Stock
in

Trade.

Valne of
Land.

BldlnKS,
Machin-
ery, and
I'ixed
Stock.

Investmerts.
OwinB
to the
Socletv

(or
Goods.

Ho™ 1

"'

^"*- ments.

No. 9—Lincoln District-
Boston 1987

/»Edwinstowe 247
Gainsborough 4413
Grantham I 2440
Great Grimsby I 68'J6

Huntingdon 598
King's Lynn i 1490
Lincoln 14055
Newark ' 1942
Oundle 1 100
Peterborough 14290
Retford I 1817
St. Ives (Hunts.)

j
731

Saxby 90
Scunthorpe ! 8009
Skegness 240
Spalding
Walmsgate 84
Wisbech Phoenix 440

Productive Society :—
Lincoln Land and Building 619

Total

.•58150

20246
44418
4704
2589

221320
9540
210

149209
11936
3032

83
16228
704

3746
137

1181

558613

5992 1540
374 74
4287 2742
6642

1454
2983
11150
987
120

8182
1188
795

645

10
1063

201701

62190

935
2267

15.350

14
8521

207
1750
114
156
67

312

37842

3414

40756

4730
877

17452
6658
17915
1808
2926

69475
3094
447

42772
3371
1895
343

7441
356

2038
121

916

10085

20956
16723
2J1473

1912
33eo

12G024
5145

40
77927
4977
2340

6078
7

1067

184135 313592

724

184961 814316

£ £ £

1804 2291
1028

905

18341 10887 827
3348 2362 504
44950 7748 2055

8272 180
141 839 826

105266 68850 2985
2048 3672

108
216

20432 35644 1112
2101 8142 611

809 124
286 235

4944 2651 192
118 75

1027 a34
187 27
475 287

202875 144841 10945

68268 1410 405

271143 146251 11850

20



1912, Midland Section. 681

Ko.of

SiOes
doiinj^Ui.

FBOFIT.

_ Aw

dmtd 31
Sataeriptioos.

DMrl-
bOUT*.

Pro-
doom.

Dtatrl-
batiTe. dss^

Met
Proflt.

ID-
Unat

CmpktaX w
Chwil

1

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
U
12
18
14

15
16
17
18

19

20

54

i84
55
185
10
32
438
28
8

448
SB
18
2
78
5
19
2
8

10

60

1
6

225
9

iso
4
2

*io
1

4

"2

£ £

2260 ' 735

6064 8359
2885 490
7870 1877
460 164
1650 1 427

28226 15854

1TO9 1 564
98

19492 6371
1430 207
720 180
106

8482 697
241 90
827 941
86
804 128

£

84069
8988

106841
56009
109680
10805
20794

381202
33260
1380

312172
31334
11797
2398

64661
4141
11892
1407
12265

£

8206
211

10060
6619
10189
1754
1726

48008
8984
90

87009
8204
1800
281
6968
822
491
77
879

£

464

2807
874
1806
280
101

8096
417
9

7806
600
161
17

668
28
167
6
44

s. a.

1 64

2 2
;
1 7
1 9
2

1 10?
1 Sk
1 10
8

J1
1 2
1

£

40

..

26

"9

£

88
21
121

45
417
16

871
84
27

20

*

7

£

S9

**2

10
182

4

9
140
l8

998
7
4

«
2

£ 8. d.

10 4

22 6 10

12
86 8 4

8 1 11

7 6 10

62 18 7
9 14 9

75 i 2
8 8
8 18 11

8 4

14 9 10
1 10
4 14 8

2 4 9

1477 602

28

72829 81829

2644

1209565

6668

130680

418

24601

860

80 1167 688 272 16 9

8 4

1477 .696 79829 88978 1216288 181048 94961 •• 80 1167 688 976 9



582 liKTUKN OF TllADE, &C., FOK

SUMMARY OF THE

NAME OF DISTRICT.

1

1
•s

1

No. of

Mem-
bers.

10054

27156

41978

33126

52530

39386

59302

43404

55924

LIABILITIES. ASSETS.

1

Share
Capital.

Loans,
includ-
ing any
Over-
draft
from
Bank.

Re-
serve
Fund.

lvalue of

Value of'
„La"d.

Investments.
Owtng
to the
Society

for

Goods.
Trade, er^^and

Stock.

??oT o&r '

No. 1—Northampton and
• Earls Barton .

.

,, 2—Weixingboro' and
Kettering

„ 3—Leicester .".

,, 4

—

Coventry

20

29

44

19

20

25

18

26

20

£

82315

426681

505709

359251

372142

299138

799244

581936

563945

£

25968

117638

133565

25301

38464

30554

49634

63736

263891

£

8127

35260

24258

33866

24447

24918

32769

32131

40756

£

29820

165609

153395

100086

123638

103291

191971

166147

184961

£

48213

174113

258997

123123

215411

157618

330796

220357

314316

£

19186

169122

137510

117583

26921

22114

219606

129345

271143

£

27166

123994

158797

113090

116308

113827

211623

203366

146251

£

1284

41653

19363

3267

9070

14884

12881

15926

11350

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

„ 6—Birmingham

„ 6—Stafford

„ 7—Derby

„ 8—Nottingham

„ 9—Lincoln

Totals, 1912

Totals, 1911

221

223

3628f?0

344656

3990361

3778486

748751

743487

256532

235611

1218818

1181290

1842944

1768693

1112479

1045300

1214411

1135786

129647

114861

Increase

Decrease '2

18204 211876 5264 20921 37528 74261 67179 78626 14766



iy.2, MiDLA>D Section. 583

MIDLAND SECTION.

Nj. of

Salen
during the

PBOFIT.

Met
Proflt.

. . . ^ SolMtriiitkna.

SSS:
Pro-

doetTe.
Dittrl-
boUT*.

Pro-
docUTe.

Interest .^™ "*
1

on
Share
C«|iiUl.

raiau
BODtU Edoea-

titmaX
Pur-
POMS.

Chwi-
ubto
Pur-
POMB.

"""vs^':'

'

187

801

758

664

989

809

1492

1018

1477

29

3874

1169

178

838

467

514

807

635

£

10621

26317

60968

89725

68806

48962

83882

60668

73829

£

1779

186641

63440

11878

14827

28106

36564

19498

88078

£

228465

1012313

1151706

793852

974479

838011

1677629

1149&10

1216283

£

22278

105613

130180

116028

111888

96963

216186

133966

131048

£

3078

18738

20197

13807

14755

13614

88605

26888

94961

£

6748

2688

1804

1647

801

921

80

£

488

1473

806

1R40

1870

1187

2211

1104

1167

£

114

9016

454

966

444

521

1890

786

£ 8. d.

45 14 8

140 4 3

908 9 10

155 11 2

217 1

186 10 11

907 19 8

906 19 1

976 U

7716

7288

6791

6007

441178

411977

846600

811216

8087098

8866884

1068009

1017078

166068

1S8494

18808

18399

11600

11088

6668

0196

1790 8 11

1800 18 10

488 784 29901 86886 688944 80966 8544 876 687

. 179

419 10 1



584 Return of Trade, &Cw for

NORTHERN
RETURN OF TRADE, &c., of Co-operative Societies in the Counties of

Riding of Yorkshire, for 1912, arranged

a These particulars are taken from our last year's return, b These particulars are taken
this office or

KAME OF SOCIETY.
No. of
Mem-
bers.

LIABILITIES.

Share
Capital.

Loans,
includ-
ing any
Over-
draft
from
Bank.

Re-
serve
Fund.

Value ot
Stock

Vuiiie of
Land,

Bldings,
Machin-
ery, and
Fixed
Stock.

House
Prop-
erty.

All
other
Invest-
ments.

Owing
to the
Society

for

Goods.

No. 1—North Northumber-
land District—

Amble
Ashington Equitable

,, Industrial
Bebside
Bedlington
Blyth-Clive Industrial

., Cowpen Quay Cent'l
Broomhill
Cambois
Choppington
Felton
Guide Post
Hedgeley
Howick
Newbiggin-by-the-Sea .

New Delaval
Pegswood
Radcliffe
Sea Houses* N. Sund'rland
Togston Ter. and Broomhill
Tweedside
Widdrington

Total

No. 2—South Northumbkr-
LAND District- -

Backworth 900
Belsay 140
Coxlodge and Fawdon .... 520
Cramlington 4182
Newcastle-upon-Tyne .... 23056
North Shields 20H1
St. Anthony's 600
Seaton Delaval I 1912
Seghill

I 275
Shiremoor I 980

1688
823
4007
533

2620
456
1675
930
521
466
103
629
639
387
1730
840
526
405
228
157

2778
.351

19842
3942
78138
5001

30171
4856

31505
13594
12542
3247
667

7648
4142
3409

34771
15058
8253
4746
1625
1696

2088

320757

17446
764

5907
77386

38:^68
18642
4420

54788
3791
18189

844
208

25543

973
498
648
131

321
478

6775
40

1906

281

8815

45810

594

14983
16829
36485

861

657
1040

2766
187
788
987
1129

'55

728
24

480
I

854 !

274
380
1160
82
180

2814

75
605
4260
6778

17
1.53

542
36

605

£

6618
6047
15807
2363

15474
2521
8250
4484
2244
1241
526

825
5915
2132
1693
2382
875
1156
7158
1464

4265
21395
840

2582
12510
5261
2828
1572
532

2927
2027
144

11106
2792
3867
1382
984
210

6772
104

604
589

26510
200

5551

715
8910

1374

2i7
16785
7644
959

118554

618

,65676

£

6610
1730

26618
2787

10527
1237

12741
6400
4358
644
156

2854
922

3480
10276
4016
4438
3085
267

5081

6116 7404
172

3025 402
28378 12695

1592
13084
62857 ,106335 105082 141402
7789 37935 1851

650 150
15277 7674

1098
315
1)03

878
4527

dl78
990
1116

491
367

1916
847

74
2978

1696
14512
1067
8025 5725 2821

8074
20678
1919
8842

3553

I

1262
1905

815
1430

d Hire System.



1912, NoBTHKKN Section. 585

SECTION.

Northumberland, CUMBERIiAKD, Durham, WBSTMORraND, and[ the North

in their respective Conference Districts.

from the Registrar's Return for 1911. c Thtse societies have not made a return either to |

the Registrar.

i
No. ol Salariei and 1 PROFIT.

^"JSSSJ' Wigefc 1

!
!

Sales
during the

Year.

1 ;

DoDoa
oa

Wage..

SobwripliaM. 1

DiBtrt- Pro-
botiTe. doctve.

t

Diitri-

butiTC.
; Pro-

j

dUCUTC.

Net
Profit.

in. Aver-
terest

—

Share
Cspltal

dend
per*.

EdDca-
tlonal
Pur-

Chari-
taMa
Pur ''•^Sff-

"~
1 1 i

poaea. poaea.

£ £ £ £ £ g. d. £ £ £ £ a. d.

1 4S 26 9088 1182 65941 9779 821
1
2 11 10 17 8 14

88 34 1942 971 41602 5804 276 ! 2 lU' .. 6 16 4 4 2
156 64 8496 8791 191253 27301 8571 9 6 1 .. 56 98 19 5 8
19 1899 24591 8494 212 8 1 .. 8 19 2 14 2

104 '79 6801 4i81 129382 14880 1486 9 9i' 9 114 169 12 18 6
14 899 19428 1971 244 2 r .. 8
66 88 8842 isio 57909 7631 1548 ! 2 2 88 8 18
88 11 3018 816 417W C516 660 ' 3 , .. 1 99 5
17 11 1266 716 30302 4178 576 2 91 4 90 2 12 6
17 8 1000 277 18828 2867 166 1 2 7 8 2 7 11

8 172 9008 197 82
;
2 1 9 10 10

31
'9

1819 i46 81244 4686 848
j

9 10 *i6 'i7 8 4 9
18 15 997 16675 1760 167 ' 2 4 .

.

6 9 3 6
M 6 427 11583 2127 164

1
3 OAi 46 8 48 1 19 2

60 39 8961 1975 87926 13435 1560 2 9 96 61 8 17 4

16 94 19 1664 899 48922 6807 781 2 IM 6 98 4 2 6
17 16 7 1960 886 80604 5221 608 2 9 19 17 2 15 6
IH 17 847 90117 8290 170 8 6 6 2 1 8

4 396 [[ 6119 895 66 9 9 1 9 6
20 8 801 6116 1082 76 8 4 .. 1 .. 1

"9
16 8

21 58 98 8186 1804 80997 19688 1264 9 101 .. 910 14 7 2
22 » •• 668 •• 19180 8699 901 8 10 •• •• 19

786 899 44094 18984 909787 180407 14600 80 978 790 109 17 10

84 9 9178 608 47466 8008 806 8 9 10 09 6 19

2 146 9860 996 89 1 10
j

.. ,

.

15

14 1118 91549 9004 900 9 6 .. 96 2 18 9
166 '49 10760 8488 909949 88749 8800 8 0|^ 00 148 21 18 4
786 169 49148 6681 678960 107100 19148 9 6^1 .. 44 810 122 11 7
84 8 4646 1177 64486 8700 098 1 Ul .. 88 8 12 18 8
17 1078 91680 900 8 1! .. 6 8 6 4

68 64 6418 9848 108958 17691 9706 8 0* .. ,, 80 10

8 879 10917 1861 189 8 4| .. ,, 97 1 10 7
10 » 9 90W 478 68179 8068 886 .., .. 4 44 6



586 Return op Trade, &c., for

NAME OF SOCIETY.

No. 2—South Northumber-
land District—Con.

Walker-on-Tyne
Wallsend
Willington Quay&Howden

Special Society :—
Pioneer Fishing{N. Shields)

Productive Societies:—
Co-operative Laundries—
Newcastle-on-Tyne

Newcastle-on-Tyne House-
hold Furnishing

No. of
Mem-
bers.

Total

No. 3

—

Cumberland & West-
MouLAND District—

Aspatria Industrial
Broughton Moor
Carlisle
Cleator Moor
Dalston
Egremont
oHarringtor
Houghton
Keswick
Lazonby
Longtown
Maryport
Naworth ColUeries
Penrith
Tebay
Upperby
Warwick Bridge
Wigton
Windermere
Workington Bee Hive

,, Industrial....

Total

No. 4—WkstDurham&South
N'THUMBERLAND DiST.—

Allendale
Alston
Annfield Plain
Blaydon
Burnopfield
Coanwood
Consett
Esh
Fourstonesand Newbrough
Greenhead
Haltwhistle
Haydon Bridge

43

120

44397

1783
110

8317
6533
416
1424

*78

780
450
425

4318
418
1275
227
86
95

304
224

1987

31450

362
357
7185
9619
1614
216

2882
815
393
262
810
353

LIABILITIES. ASSETS.

Loans,
includ-

draft
from
Bank.

Re-
serve
Fund.

Value of
Stock

111

Trade.

Value of

Land,
Biaings,
Machin-
ery, and
Fixed
Stock.

Investments.
OwinR
to the
Society

lor

Ooods.

Share
Capital.

"»is

18606
97697

717913

719541

10666

6312

736519

18387
368

114378
98448
5414

772
8588
5089
2769

2072
9557
1645
262

1055
1815
1537

13254

977
166771
224468
59610
1386

66192
16082
8251
2259
12505
3753

1861
7483
7049

1116

90876

10691

26247

127314

20062

1100

1350

22512

1071
423

525
112

1790
12965
2166
291

1101
106

21456

854
762

4177
6716
86

247
2157

1005
5040
452

1119
41

5406
4716

60
516
374

9
1330

560
196
104
271
212
38

2717

20860

40

1380
1924
80

1232
765
250
129
527
74

4475
17191

186877

8853

140730

199

144771

282
20375
22816
1703
6471

200
3164
1223
956

11321
1374
3140
816
149
503
605
355

7546
6384

6384
24406
18068

309114

309114

29921

855855

105001

917
25448
31074
9G71
878

9882
4359
1082
1329
2830
953

907
53625
25161
1053
7653

940
2176
1168
466

9872
2128
3739
622

2
420
502
878

8567
14213

189185

1519
933

33254
58000
14923
498

21005
3916

76
226

3323
1135

£ £ £

aS27 4672
49817 28451 710
4780 2046 1586

201008 268161

45

16403

201003 268206 16403

.. 6284 874

.. 68 4308

201003 274553 21585

2786 9847
821 62

8231 33604 10025
55091 8946 .

535 2427 192

8698 12431 2968

'88 118

2812 1029 631
2818 971

1755 910 64

12767 19062 2311

1150 913 475
3803 1710
446 154

. 291 38
447 331
1400
304 270

1691 1629 2122
4987 1833 3165

35412 148197 84558

600 1006 437
411 475

52698 70262 7046
117377 34428 4124
25567 16231

437 24

16520 22743 3.350

2323 7714 2153
671 2589 183

435 260

1668 5340 1492

1^>38 489 331

o Amalgamated with Workington Bee Hiv<



1912, NoBTHBBN Section. 587

No. ol SftUriea and PBOFIT. |
Employees on

Dec.»Ut.
Wace. ' 1

1

1 1

Salea
iarlog the In- 1

^^1 1 tere«t

ProflL - •*" dT..
1
."^"i

SabacrlpUoea.

Dittoi- Pra- Diatri-

i<

Pm. 1

Yeir.
^dBca^lcbafl-i

bouve. doetTe. battva. doMlre-j
"^^ 8bar« d«nd 1

Capital perl.
*a«e.Uoajl

S^r-i^^t/SS?"
1 1 1

1 1
poaea. poaea.

j |

•

£ s £ . |. 8. d. £ J £ 4 8. d.

11 62 18 8844 745 66487 9194 714 3 64 11 83 10
12 147 88 8306 8125 168965 27601 4800 3 10S 380 78 3B 7 6
13 44 7 2884 648 47687 7343 744 3 81 60 39 7 9 8

1892 859 84073 18181 1478818 231587 34886 .. 551 879 381 19 11

14 17 912 4817 .. .. 10

1409 859 84984 18181 1478636 231687 84885 •• •• 551 879 382 9 11

15 160 4935 16828 3848 500 3 .. .. 7 15

16 .. 90 "' 6670 18279 .. .. .. 1

1409 609 84964 1508742 234436 88886 •• •• 651 886 384 4 1139086

86 14 1821 933 48069 6338 887 3 4 73 9 7
'2 1 132 2789 603 16 3 6
3 240 71 18602 4565 255265 36270 4520 2 51 80 70 41 IS
A 122 43 9818 8003 182284 81288 8897 3 0! .• 79 618 32 17
5 6 816 7789 988

i

260 2 4 8 2 8
6 82 19 3481 746 49oa 7012 1 1068 2 li 81 80 7 16 4

7 1 12 4

8 2 161 2863 240 i 36 2 4 18 1 16
9 15 6 843 180 16862 2221

;
314 1 9 ,, 11 4

10 10 549 16950 1377 248 3 4 8 2 6 11

11 6. 835 8677 878 1 181 I 7
i

•• 2 3 3
I'i 90 51 5861 2010 106100 16298 1462 2 8^ 147 146 22 9
IS 11 3 613 148 11449 778 97 1 ?| .. 8 2 8 3
14 SI 8 1176 174 27722 3040 874 2 31 .. 35 3 6 4

16 5 388 6865 687 78
I.Sj: ::

• 1 1 2
16 3 ,, 188 3478 SM 8 8
17 4 319 8881 964 41 2 ?

6 ., 364 ., 7800 818 78 2 8 86 ., 6 1 12

4 187 8860 808 1 46
iSI

7 6
_-J 43 16 3388 915 41186 6608 669 66 18 10 8 6
21 M

T09

36

349

3900 1411 57868 8807 908 3 8 •• feO 68 11 9 3

48877 14075 867321 138198 16088 •• 68 510 1091 160 5 11

8 891 8166 664 U6 3 8 1 1 1 10 4

a 6 198 4040 381 67 10 3 1 17 3
244 66 19037 8175 894400 90611 7486 4 l{ 100 ias 42

386 106 10919 6887 819103 80145 8476 8 3^ 1386 906 49 18 4

61 9 4945 668 86161 16406 690 8 7 190 16
4 m 4067 0071 49 8 8 3 1 1 8

74 16 8771 888 68946 10886 9018 8 « 138 14 15 6
33 3 1467 80 7003 107 8 r 4 9 4 6 6
6 360 9887 1089 146 8 li 3 3 3

10 9 869 1030 101 3U , ,. 1 4 6
u 30 6 1086 896 37088 5418 489 t « .. 30 • 8 If 1

IS 10 888 •• 10078 1381 144 t f ..
1

. 1 16



588 Return of Trade, &c., for

NAME OK SOCIETY.
No. of
Mem-
bers.

No 4

—

West Durham&South
N'berland Dist.—Con.

Hexham and Acomb
Leadgate
Nenthead
Swalwell
Tantobie
Throckley
West Stanley
West Wylam and Prudhoe
Whitfield

Productive Society :-

Derwent Flour Mill .

.

Total

No. 5—East Durham Dist.—
Birtley
Boldon Colliery
Chester-le-Street
Craghead and Holmside .

.

Felling
Felling Shore, Heworth.&c.
Gateshead
Haswell
Hebburn Colliery
Jarrow and Hebburn
Marsden
Murton Colliery
Pelton Fell
Ryhope and Silksworth .

.

Seaham Harbour .......
South Helton Amicable .

.

South Shields
Sunderland
Tyne Dock
West Pelton
Windy Nook

Total

No. 6— South DurhamDist. —
Bearpark Colliery
Bishop Auckland
Brandon and Byshottles
Comfoi'th and Coxhoe .

.

Crook
Durham
Easington Lane
Framwellgate Moor
Hetton Downs
Low Moorsley
Newbottle
New Brancepeth
Pittington
Sherburn Hill

412
2054
125

779
594

1672
4358
34.30

119

fc9

38370

4430
2734
5078
381
1354

628
11556
2849
489

5007
337
1532
426

9446
3520
291
2980
15307
1784
1588

UABILITIE8.

Share
Capital.

Loans,
includ-
ing any
Over-
draft
from
Bank.

Value of
Stock
in

Trade.

Bldings,
Machin-
ery, and
Fixed
Stock.

House
Prop-
erty. .

All

other
Invest-
ments.

Owing
to the
Society

for
Ooods.

72927

199
17273
1356
2199
4729
2208
684
277

2020
.357

2100
1011
1311

4818
33205

506
7762

21489
34150

67397
1264

856467

18276

874743

76707
42095
141058
10755
14850
8882

151838
36614
1974

97803
5432

28275
7433

92.397

2369
30890
104377
25762
44140

975432

2155
397539
25487
45304
139029
.'59951

9673
744

7007

13099
21681
47867

1346

6747
3007

37178
1169
3753

5i7

2871
7578

21

5966
985
1524
65

49i0
506

3304
132315
2196
234
1264

206356

374
493
306

3475

564
1775
6357
460

468C
237

4323
141

378
168

1712
2766

30153

80158

4437
1545
6231
898
JJ82

455
7749
4207
565
4702

44

2214
210

9282
535
157
719
734
871
1216
1456

48609

547
7868
1779
597
1141
631
233
67

1730
246
1507
110

1802
2415

&

1277

2270
8848
7428
18799
11014

601

147442

7215

154657

21049
8293

24470
2221
4473
2255

38821
14311
1580

22680
2292
8132
2447

12825
1956
7405

46808
6055
9832

1049
58231
4837
9165
16520
9637
2703
727

8998
1981

12631
6715
7805
17092

4011
5340
10860
58004
14574

120

5747

10626
12508
22185

I

25065

298218

12325

52875
14196
34103

249
4.375

2734
52602
17626
1045

2164
1900

42089
18721
1643
9209
86310
11325
17759
8760

427680

659
62052
10222
11441
15100
10036
2669
1782
9120
940

11069
4009
5628
13404

19695
5611

25427

55793

35930

5469
1477

3082

488
89952
4279
9745

263671

169490
6157
9783
13787
36695
2137

5i84
810
1888
1630
5252
1800

& JE

770 468
19817

1
. .

1

175 207
4236 971
4886 342
21092 1585
47679 5029
26699 3458
1007 32

288346 81967

19632 8516

307978 36483

22281 12188
20240 1855
68560 10292
10692 104

7635 1053
5054 469

32841 239
14982 6671
688 716

10360 4818
537 686

19287 886
3074 288
61200 2551
7683 2341
623 281

18353 i]501

19768 64K4

7706 l.'J20

10970 1846
7162 1150

34969<) 59939

852 545
164244 7397
8769 2449

20692 24.32

98098 12793
7779 110
3405 1101
391 188

17954 894
4750 868
16293 3286
7514 607
7270 1273

20767 5972

?i Societies.



1912, Northern Section. 589

No.o( BaUriesand PROFIT.E^goy^on W.,e..

SiOm
aorinKtbe

Year. Met

In-
tanst

Arer-
we Boooa

SiOiacnpUoDa. |

1

Plstri- Pro- DIatti* Pn- Profit.
oo WtJ- oo Edoea. Chart-

bottre. «iet»e. batlve. dnetiTe.
Capital

dand
per^

Wa««a. ttooal
Pur.

table
Par

Co-«peratiTa
Union.

_ ^
1

poaea. IKMet.

t £ jE £ £ s. d. £ £ £ £ s.d.

13 10 1 709 60 11750 1864 196
JJt

6 6 2 16 5
14 56 9 8688 658 88106 20122 1626 19 9 12 10
15 8 177 8951 355 20 2 6 11 3
le 22 "a 1845 221 81647 5656 433 3 4J 80 20 3 12 9
17 21 a 1850 268 84807 7773 976 4 96 28 8 6
18 68 18 3882 991 82061 18435 1675 3 4 288 27 8 9 2
19 212 32 10216 5096 248982 51160 5965 3 10 200 190 23 1 2
20 91 39 6031 2399 138687 26985 2866 3 6i 26 90 17
•21 4 1 140 60 6783 549 58 8 10 1 13 2

198 12 41176 293 76014 21866 1620830 326944 35210 •• 2281 "tm

22 ., 60 .. 4116 147157 1899 904 2 .. .. 2 2

1176 848 75014 25981 1767487 828848 86114 •• •• 2281 766 195 14 4

1 207 75 12821 8866 200729 85844 8235 3 6
.

28 190 28 11 9
2 72 4671 108379 21021 1978 3 8 12 108 13 12 11

3 221 42 13274 2779 234069 49050 5876 3 71 160 101 26 9 6
4 16 1 1287 120 81842 7744 584 3 5 10 26 2 11

5 84 2481 48045 6408 716 2 9i 27 37 7 1

6 18 1809 26218 4554 427 2 11 6 3 4 2
7 874 60 21466 4i20 388026 63708 6P68 2 6 247 59 10 1

8 106 29 6888 1695 117069 20224 1596 8 4 68 13 7 8
9 12 814 62 18730 1994 106 3 2 2 11

10 161 50 8471 8158 180450 88478 4524 8 01 812 ioi 25
11 18 809 17964 2708 241 2 9 8 1 n 4

12 68
"6

8840 429 80080 18598 1260 8 1 4 28 7 14 11

18 22 1280 26262 6041 866 8 11 6 2 8 H
14 278 18 18670 1297 418876 86822 4928 4 io 989 48 12 6
15 108 14 6886 1126 128886 21874 1662 8 54 64 17 16 2
16 10 622 18184 1974 106 8 8^ 9 1 12 3
17 87 8998 92077 16564 1824 8 99 14 16 11

18 819 i82 17245 7464 908279 17800 8681

\Si
166 60 60

19 58 2688 48866 8940 1225 90 49 8 8
20 76 ii 4748 862 88918 14765 2280 8 6^ 90 96 8 8
21 42 2788 64766 9284 1041 8 4 15 88 6 11 4

2281 488 184884 96867 2606074 480186 48768 •• 184 1488 844 8

7 466 11414 2180 106 4 1 8 10
886 148 2700S 9088 688940 190047 18600 8 4 78 96 87 14 6
47 80 8916 1689 76886 17406 1940 4 1 9 90 6 12

61 21 8816 1186 80686 16118 2970 8 9 17 88 6 IS 11

180 40 7808 2886 174979 89847 6948 U 19 49 94 10
41 14 2888 911 61249 11868 8000 IQB 98 12 1

22 7 1488 641 80188 6488 471 8 ,, 90 8 9 10

7 425 6796 989 8B 9 6« .. 1 8 8
78 W 6278 lOBl 111661 21681 1675 8 7 ., 75 9 4

10 18 1066 19868 8787 808 8 111 ,, 4 1 17 11

11 m 96 0871 1640 194844 26287 1742 4 89 10 10
12 87 16 8B4 18770 646 8 8 81 6 8 7
13 64 9 8484 682 66878 18829 017 4 01 "l 16 6 11 6
14 128 16 6767 9018 168746 84768 9041 4 r •• 74 16 2 1



590 Return of Trade, &c., for

NAME OF SOCIETY.

No. 6—South Durham Dis-
trict— Con.

Stanhope-in-Weardale . .

.

Station Town
Tow Law
Tudhoe Colliery
West Cornforth
Willington

Total

N0.7-S0UTH Durham&North
Riding of Yorkshire Dist
Barnard Castle
Castle Howard
Darlington
East Cleveland
Grosmont
Guisborough
Hartlepools
Kirkby Stephen
Maiton and Norton
Marske-by-the-Sea
Middlesbrough
Middleton-in-Teesdale . .

Northallerton
Pickering
Skelton
Stockton-on-Tees
Thirsk
Whitby

Productive Societies:—
Brandsby Agricul. Trading
aNortballerton Corn Mill .

.

Total

No. of
Mem-
bers.

LIABILITIES.

I
Inclnd-

draft
from
Bank.

8064
1581

Value of
Stock

Trade.

Value of

Land,
Bldings,
Machin-
ery, and
J-ixod
Stock. "^ ments.

OwlUR
to the
Society

for
GootU.

1607
1188 ' 15101
1484

I

33679

1488
2080

15741
50191

48601 995600

1077
262

10721
3485
295
1296

600
862

17492
1827
752
429
1487

480
1226

6370
1552

78462

75349
2936
1868

141077

4018
1978

10674
113148
1722
5751

884 S371
1788

65396 538650

496
1252

26018

748

574
3372

39782

2044
585

5827
300
692
71

271
12975

134

68758

1136

70880

972
448
1000
1540
559
666

640
170

4474
2877
274

184
345
113

9393
1496
200
214
412

8664
166
854

39046

272

41851

6184
7552
6422
4195

199971

2ia3
1012

24977
11823
889

8819
25151

987
1366
1811

44281
7065
2370
783
4533

32775
1094
2670

2566
542

172597

8345
7000
3624
4104
9146
6110

196460

4012
85

30018
12527
384

4599
65129
1271
2764
684

79809
3221

779
107

2787
46797

52

257709

1636
3270

262615

3708
2665
6157

9059

100

8488

5252
83754

164
24562
3135

111888

1118?8

12864
8588
21666
11366
5560

82254

466166

1679
588

26544
17716
974

5141
9950
783
537
877

12497
1972
1821
2693

40144
897
1910

457
18

158074

872
2112
154

1134
648

44280

924
314

1341
/4149

479
53

439
8280
1187
220
76

797
188
252

18649

2761
2110

f Clubs only.



1912, Northern Section. 691

No.o( S«i«riwaod
W.CH.

PSOfR.

Sales
In- At«r

^i^ 1 on ofrt-"°°^ Shve dead
CAptui perl.

31
SobKilvtkm. 1

I'istri-

tutiTe.
Prk-

hwcTe.
Dlrtri. Pro-
batlT*. dnctiT«.

Bdaeft-

^-«5f-Par.

-' pons.

£ £ £ £ £ . d. £ £ £ J B.d.

Iff 89 1996 89685 6668 927 8 80 8 7 5
16 86 9 2900 166 40871 6718 684 8 Of 5 6 1 10

17 87 14 98r» 1085 60925 8345 1232 8 2 90 38 7 7 6
1« 62 2 8896 100 84246 18651 798 8 4i 94 10 4 8
19 34 4 9600 281 59611 9836 716 8 6 12 7 1

20 71 16 4325 1066 87611 15682 2041 3 Oi 85 86 9 19

1860 874 87717 26097 1951623 379899 46610 •• 8 976 627 988 19 11

16 840 17605 2058 290 2 2| 5 11 6
2 6 160 6168 404 60 1 1« 4 1 6 8
8 9M 89 11868 1746 194268 28116 9960

2 loj
277 168 68 64 14 4

4 96 98 4488 2044 121113 19246 1247 27 660 17 9 8
6 6 948 6490 794 72 2 8 4 1 9 6
6 80 7 1980 264 41475 6180 687 2 9 15 86 6 9 2
7 968 80 18867 8786 252558 35881 8479 2 6 80 243 44 5 6
8 7 866 7208 768 100 2 4 1 17 6

9 19 1 091 78 12166 1668 77 2 4 9 8 2 16 8
10 12 794 11296 1160 142 2 4 19 8 1 16 10

11 888 116 98480 6787 387480 48697 4981 2 8J .. 998 08 86 14 4

12 96 8 1775 426 86855 5089 824 3 90 99 6 19

18 10 643 ' 14145 1638 191 2 10 8 17

14 7 271 7876 1088 ^ 2 8 .. 9 ,. 2 1 10

15 49 6 9060 806 86611 4568 868 2 10 18 16 7 14 2

16 889 117 90640 7686 888164 69078 4090 2 6 246 67 6
17 9 481 9129 966 78 9 6 9 10

18 90 1 912 78 17657 1728 236 9 2 •• 18 16 6 8

1680 806 84687 22242 1566048 211497 19688 •• 277 608 1406 819 19 9

19 17 1990 22696 621 188 1 19 8
ao .. B .. 501 8428 196 •• •• •• •• ••

1089 410 84687 — 1800907 919174 19971 •• m 606 1406 861 11 10



59i Return of Trade, &c., for

SUMMARY OF THE

NAME OF DISTRICT.

S

1

1
No. of
Mem-
bers.

LIABILITIES. ASSETS.

LoauH,
includ-

Re-
serve
Fund.

Value of

Stock
in

Trade.

Value of
Land,

BIdings,
Machin-
ery, and
Fixed
Stock.

InvestmentB.
Owing
to the
Society

for

Goods.

Share '^ *">'

from
' Bank.

ir'' ' Invest-
^"^- ments.

No. 1—North Northum-
berland

„ 2- South Northum-
berland

„ 3—Cumberland and
Westmorland ..

„ 4—West Durham and
South Northum-
berland

„ 5—East Durham

,, 6— South Durham. ...

„ 7—South Durham and
North Riding of
Yorkshire

22

16

21

22

21

20

20

22492

44397

31450

38370

72927

48601

65396

320757

736519

371259

874743

975432

995600

533650

45810

127314

21456

65789

206356

26013

70880

£

20382

22512

20850

30153

48609

25858

41651

£

93986

144771

105001

154657

281583

199971

172597

£

118554

355855

139185

252151

427630

196460

262615

£

65676

201003

35412

298218

263671

276202

111888

£

12886S

274558

148197

807978

349696

466166

153074

£

18331 1

21585 2

34553 3

35483 4

59939 5
•

44280 6

18520 7

Totals, 1912

TotrfilR, 1911...:....

142

148

323633

315670

4807960

4721276

563618

568501

210215

210233

1152566

1161816

1752450

1763616

1252070

1137279

1828527

1755556

232691

219526

Increase

Decrease 1

7963 86684

4888 18 8760 11166

114791 72971 13165



1912, Northern Section, 693

NORTHERN SECTION.

No.ol
EmployeM on

Salariet ud
Wages.

8*lM
daring the

Year.

PROFIT.

Net
Profit

IntMwat
CO

Shmn
Tairital

._. ^ i SobaertDtkiiM.

Diatvi- Pro-
botiva. doetve.

DIatri
botlw.

Pro-
dOoUTA.

Paidaa
Bonua

'
1

Ednea- 1 Chari-

poaea. poa«.
^'•tfss?-

1

3

8

4

5

7

736

1409

700

U7e

3981

1860

1680

899

609

949

848

480

874

490

44094

84964

48877

78014

184884

87717

84687

s.

18384

99086

14075

90981

96887

38007

38068

969787

1608749

857391

1767487

3806674

1961538

1696997

S.

189407

284485

135193

838848

480186

379609

3W174

14699

86886

16088

86114

48789

45610

19971

t

66

68

8

«7

978

661

610

9981

784

976

808

799

886

1001

766

1488

697

1406

M 8. d.

100 17 10

984 4 11

160 6 11

196 14 4

844 8

988 19 11

891 11 10

8786

9783

9878

666007

688001

168838

164180

11168481

10069818

1860187

1886878

910096

an

0979

6161

7007

7061

1604 18 6

1108 9 4

'416

116

17906

807

198618

88741

1087 16

m 44

901 6 1

(

40



594 Return op Trade, «&c., for

NORTH-WESTERN

RETURN OF TRADE, &c., of Co-operative Societies in the Counties of

Westmorland, York (East and West Ridings), and Isle of

a These particulars are taken from our last year's return, b These particulars are taken

this office or to

NAME OF SOCIETY.

No. 1—Airedale District-
Addingham

aAIlerton
Bingley
Birkenshaw
Bradford (City of)

Bradley Coal
Carleton
Clayton
Cononley
Cowling

„ and District Coal
Cross Hills
Denholme
Eccleshill
Gargrave
Great Horton
GreengatesA Apperley B.
Guiseley
Hainworth
Harrogate
Haworth
Ingleton
Ingrow
Keighley Industrial
Leeds Industrial
Lees and Cross Roads . .

.

Low Wortley
Oxenhope
Queensbury
Rawdon

ftSettle

Silsden
Skipton
Stanbury
Stanningley Coal
Steeton
Sutton Mill

„ Coal
Thornton
Tong Park

No. of
Mem-
bers.

LIABILITIES.

318
363

3279
8186
21384

67
190
708
420
297
310
459
545
500
308

5377
503
1220

18
4116
1003
870
75

11087

540
1115
202

2183
1455
427
1016
1846
104

1831
445
491
248
607
76

Share
Capital.

Loans,
includ-
ing any
Over-
draft
from
Bank.

£

4570

41541
450728

71
2166
7338
2266
2591
148

8730
7018

98074
6091

34

14483
4086
800

190710
882248
6965
4620
3907

22880
2232
19712
29050
610
166

5345
5169
146

7818
441

722
12558

188
15834

i67
787
20

742
15

70
8908
941

6814
517

8053
15

2571
2788

934
3775
444

3610
592

2768
1706
54
100

1727

211
600
4820
1825
10603

60
302
25

355
152
274
55

786
167
338
1995
250
1055

22
1408
1251
163
101

11228
61365

804

1126
1845
134

726
1558
208

1019
103
106

Value of

Stock
in

Trade.

Value of

Land,
BldinKS,
Machin-
ery, an<l
Fixed

£

1545
1841

10875
8508

91568
95

1824
2523
797
1886
68

1577
1708
2602
1261

21521
1502
4486
86

9092
2928
1685
281

24927
248710
2417
2516
1048
9166
8403
1029
4674
8669
306
52

1895
1735

1146
553

18605
8210

1036 850 1904
180 79 462

12

547
4848

100
1579

81681
1700
8000

8
16697
4450

24089
409721
3415
3474
777

5706
413

10268
10599

8240
1792

5671
10

House
Prop-
erty.

All
other
Invest-
ments.

Owing
to the
Society

for
Goods.

1159
1725

41086
9207

78192

230

39122

4421

1360

1510
3246
1213

1467

250

£

1208
2691
40287
21978
178038

60
1091
2877
2158
802
292

1721
9557
1206
1232

85635
4676
11695

28
10114
13683
1473
359

118219
212999
2552
810
1994

17294
10468
3692
5881

951
1971
1805
204

I

148 1
I 162 I 2
'< 1298

I

3
' 151

! 4

5307 : 5
82

I 6
49 7

226 8
..

I 9
190 I 10
118

j
11

12
1 189 13

588 14

212 15

191 16

407 17
1161 18

16 1!)

700 20
457 21

650 22
e30 23

el065 2-1

8690 25
321 2(1

373 27
122 2H

1118 29
1237 80

31

681 32
1043 33
98 84

e264 3,^

149 3(i

87

fi37, .38

84 39

117
1

40

e Coal only.



1912, Nouth-Western Section 595

SECTION.

Carnarvon, Chester, Denbigh, Derby, Flint, Lancaster, Stafford, part of

Man, for 1912, arranged in their respective Conference Districts

from the Registrar's Return for 1911. e These societies have not made a return either to |

the Kegistrar.

Ncol SalariM and PROKrr.
Kmployeca on

bee-SUt.
Wages.

Sale*
do^^tbe

Net
Pnat.

IB.
tOMt

Coital peri.
wSU.

BabKri|>Uo«.

Dl«trl-
1

Pro-
bative. IdnetTe.

Distri-
boUTc.

Pro-
dacUve.

Edodi
ttonal
Por.

Chari

;

POMS. POM*.!

£ £ £ £ £ s. d. £ M M £ t. d.

1 7 '* 812 10255 1065 172 3 2 3 1 12 11

2 4 845 10581 1608 145 8
"\

14 1 7 10
8 80 43 4575 1866 109866 19104 3875 8 176 119 17 7 11

4 68 11 8896 453 98064 16604 1607 8 87 15 12 6
5 443 888 39349 £0211 674879 98185 16488 2 10 870 801 110 17 11

r. 16 815 52 8 8 4
7 8 199 5547 882 93 8 2^ ,.

'0
I 3 6

H 10
"6

730 376 16181 3679 808 2 1? 8 9 3 11 4

9 8 986 7806 1271 91 8 11 ., 7 2 1 8
10 4 889 "' 9005 808 99 8 ., 4 1 9
n » 184 2441 74 7 ..

VI 4
"3

380 99 9797 1626 147
3*

'94 .,
"1 2 8

18 13 4 749 245 18994 8106 353 8 0^ 19 2 16 2
14 18 783 11144 1647 331 3 10 4 2 12 1

15 4 \\ 371 8804 3144 61
\xf

.. 4 1 11

1« 186 55 6613 8061 141323 38407 8786 189 CO 27 12

17 7 8 458 332 18417 3141 848 3 101 .. 9 2 11 4
IN 30

1

11 1510
88

661 84344
669

5156
79

996 8 o"
3 10

•• 83 6 6 11

1 77
"9

4888 947 76488 10086 1084

l'<H
161 *99 19 i8 11

tei 33 5 1810 381 88747 5410 458 94 U 5 4 8K 9 '" 461 "' 10449 1819 186 8 V 7 1 13 8
1 116 3887 888 10 8m 148 143 9618 8066 380106 48047 7960 8 410 *99 48 6 9

n 1686 706 88760 44808 1696861 986069 M799 9 8 1617 487 944 8 10
'M 11 4 818 185 18613 9KM 969 8 98 4 9 16 8
•n 13 6 838 130 18460 1853 189 9 .. 18 5 4 9
^ 3 177 6661 1119 144 8 6 ,. 4 1 1 8
1 41 97 3403 1660 S7887 9188 1404 8 U 49 10 19 8

-.(! 98 8 1490 967 86783 6681 960 8 .. 99 7 14

;u 7684 780 .,

m n is i965 648 90906 4100 778 8 ,. 16 4 19 4
33 46 14 9874 960 01888 9460 1090 9 10 ,, 99 9 7
34 1 109 " 8040 888 81 8 ,, 9 10 10
a& 3 . 197 6144 99 ,, 1

:w 11 9 099 144 19678 1851 908
JSl

., 4 9 '0 8
37 6 891 14977 3188 909 .. .. ..

88 1 , 70 977 149 7 9 9 ., ,,

39 10 6 671 380 16604 3781 908 8 ,, 9 8 i

40 139 .. 1
411 90 9 10 •• •• 8 4



596 Return of Trade, &c., for

NAME OF SOCIETY.
No. of
Mem
bets.

LIABIUTIES.

Share
CapiUl.

Loans,
includ-
iDK any
Over-
drart
from
Bank.

Re-
serve
Fund.

Value of
Slock

Value of
Land.

BUlinRS,
Machin-
ery, and
Fixed
Stock.

Airedale District—Con
Uppertown
Wilsden
Windhill (Shipley) . . .

.

Productive Societies :—
Airedale Worsted Manu

facturing (Bradford)
Bradford Cabinet Makers.,
Keighley Laundries

Total

419
365
6950

122772 2087467

7057
2871

No. 2

—

Bolton District—
Adlington
Ainsworth New Road

„ Old Road ...

Bamfurlong
,

Bolton
Elryn Gates (Bamfurlong) .

.

Chorley
Eagley Bridge
Earlestown
Edgworth
Egerton
Famworth and Kearsley .

.

Heapey
Hindley
Hindsford
Horwich
Hulton and Chequerbent.

.

Leigh
Little Hulton
Little Lever
Park L ane
RadclifTe and Pilkington .

.

Tyldesley
Walkden
Westhoughton & District..

„ Friendly .

.

„ United....
Wheelton
White Coppice
Whittle-le-Woods
Wigan
Withnell (Brinscall)

£

5778
3890

111435

2100757

758
258
389
525

37605
509
3047
800
2873
502
338
7783
281
1883
732
3124
174

12162
953
670
1276
4461

h2
1144
1279
128
24
372
7017
496

9654
2883
5275
8357

842422
7144

36181
16073
27887

310
8546

118065

133

123815

Productive Society :

—

Bolton Cabinet Makers.

.

5588
122123
4478
19920
9471
38511
3041

96615

15536
15909
16807
84511
23201
58915
1643

21394
32375
1653
186

4414
65649

1710487

1485

784

47706
284

10559
3415
1526
9143
2040

31956
97

1959
1625
4898
557

9027
3966
3181
2223
11216
2953
10412

1002
2033

725
5310

113815

115050

165
237
337

35626
468

2840
534
1083
373
278

10700
640
1164
421

2003
441

726
621
6182
2321
2417
156
440
1188

1454
1367

22704

512567

8971
3071

90

798741

3458

524699 805102

2508
441
762
2296
72744
1981
12318
2793
7268

18443
616

4121
2873
7668
759

53146
2275

Investments.

House ^

Prop-
!

erty.

AU
other
Invest-

Owinu
to the
Society

for
Goods.

1200
1527

26478

462714

2804

3680
2092

16944S

1614

Total 95675 1711972 171059 89671 275362 466335 630823 750559 15048

46
212
1945
1092

6317
11528
580
5437
4916
290
94

1154
20489
1110

818
13789
4188
13480

46427
605
5409
6142
10256

394
84309

12412
19937
8355
15734
1155
4406
6049

24516
3192

£

1791

40761

462714

2768
49624

790094

1878
473
44

792489

197
195

1363
733

914
1185

433596-
2717
12903
8111
2603
3587

40422
2190

1879
5953
1937

29026
7222
1743

29535
3858

20605

5385
4798

3419
4080

272846 466178

3016

30246

5079
2532
3722

749969

3596
14562
6047
9799
14817
6493
71654
2359

16611
1870

20603
1404

63976
3532
15730
3600

40282
12675
31144

255
9786
28678
1742
157

3655
31212

678
123

663
313
123

/291
151
e71
512

271
414
1805

45
2276
313
127

1651

736

116
61

"5

18
2761
341

14755

h Societies. e Coi^l only. f Clubs only



1912, NoKTH-Western Section. 697

U J'**-'*' 8al«t<a and PROFIT.

^,e*sL~ ; ; . r—:

—

Diatrt- Pm- Dtatri- Pro-

SkIm
daring Um

Yew. Net
l^oflt.

In-
terest

dT..
Bonna

SataaeripCioBa. |

Kdoea Char.-
buUTe. luetv*. bottv*. doetiTe. Share dend Uonai table C<MH>eraUT«

peri. Pur Pnr Union.

l

poeea.

£ £ £ £ J 8. d. J £ J J s. d.

41 6 4 488 168 12900 1922 916 2 111 9 9 8 8
43 8 609 12596 1986 125 8 o" 9 1 17 6
43 186 86 8740 4790 196812 40696 4127 3 .. 118 140 34 7 6

8040 1647 171962 80690 3624849 568639 76984 •• •• 2997 9064 607 16 9

44 47 9880 90881 986 846 4 84 16 19 4 10
45 80 .. 2918 6984 165 141 10
46 98 •• U64 2781 870 167 •• •• •• .. 7 6

am 1668 171962 96427 8668725 560000 76887 •• 84 2948 9066 618 4 8

1 96 6 1496 168 27514 6478 868 8 97 14 8 18 4
a 2 910 5920 1190 129 4 1 4 7
8 8 978 ,. 8993 1827 900 8 10 ., 8 1 16 4
4 96 9 1848 146 28494 8204 888 2 6 4 8 9 18 4
5 790 980 54140 16988 981444 191182 96288 8 8496 999
6 15 5 1088 154 24000 8759 295 8 81 6 9 11 9
7 78 27 4960 1674 87809 14121 1818 2 Hi 166 88 16 10 6
8 22 7 1499 561 28975 4786 581 3 88 17 4 2 2
9 67 90 8973 1887 72746 10648 1084 2 10 67 115 14 9 2
10 11 8 797 988 17486 8484 494 8 1 99 9 12 1

11 7 688 18607 1997 889 8 . 8 1 16 9
12 178 87 11401 4649 216868 88848 4960 8 178 919 40 9 1

la 6 481 11084 9008 911 8 16 1 9 8
14 :« 14 9688 678 64447 9160 848 8 60 88 9 12
If. 28 8 1704 812 88106 5450 466

list
68 16 8 18 11

16 7« 91 4999 1886 84462 18888 1989 184 68 16
17 4 2 978 97 7668 1407 188 8 1? 8 17 5
1« 169 191 99079 10666 487786 66988 7499 9 11 078 981 61 18
19 24 8 1680 679 86768 6849 616 8 4 87 88 4 14
ao 14 981 28488 4966 688 8 90 6 8 9 7
21 48 9 9621 869 49806 6414 717 9 6 87 90 6 10 3

113 60 6866 8070 166164 96661 8841 8 88 98 7
r.7 90 8748 1907 68887 11174 tm 8 00 68 8 8 8
H6 86 60(B 9860 109660 18478 9488 8 190 79 18 9 6
8 9 181 618 8897 689 66 8 6 80

91 19 1946 44864 8400 097 8 4 90 86 6
88 19 9967 946 86409 10887 1808 8 8| 40 64 6 10

9
1

167
67

8797
790

788
98

•?
4 19 8 19

7 446 119S0 908 .. 1 6 6
;ti 191 86 10101 4886 199289 90090 90U 9 flOl 140 88
02 11 1 781 79 18789 8819 418 8 4 84 8 9 19 8

9^6 888 148719 66178 9009078 00M49 608BI •• •• 0188 1708 907 8 9

88 88 .. 9810 0046 986 <N .. ,. 10

9976 861 148fn9 91988 9808191 609799 urn •• •• 64n 1108 987 16 9



598 Return of Trade, &c., for

NAH£ OF SOCIETY.
No. of
Mem-
bers.

LIABILITIES.

Share
Capital.

Loans,
includ-
ing any
Over-
draft
from
Bank.

Re-
serve
Fund.

Value of
Stock

Value of
Land,

BldlURS,
Machin-
ery, and
Fixed
Stock.

Investments.

House „,^",
Prop- ""'^"^

p't
* Invest-

OwlnR
to the
Society

for

Goods.

No. 8—Caij>erdai.e Dist.—
Barkisland
Blackshawhead
Brighouse ,

Copley ,

Cragg Vale
Halifax Coal

,, Industrial
Hebden Bridge Industrial.
Heptonstall
Holmfleld

., Coal
Illingworth
L uddenden
Luddendenfoot
Midgley
aMytholmroyd
aNorthowram Coal
Pecket Well
Ripponden
Siddal
Sowerby Bridge Industrial
Stainland& Holywell Green
Todmorden

„ Bridge End
Wainstalls
Walsden

Productive Societies*

—

Calderdale Clog Sundries
Manufacturing(Walsden)

Halifax Flour
Hebden Bridge Fustian
Sowerby Bridge Flour .

Total

No. 4- Cheshire and North
Wales District —

Bangor
Birkenhead
aBromboro' Pool
Brymbo
Buckley
Cefn (Ruabon)
Chester
aChirk Green
Colwyn Bay
Cynfal
Deiniolen
Eifl Workmen's
EUesmere Port
Employes' Provident (Port

Sunlight)
Ewloe Place
Ffynnon Groyw
Flint and Oakenholt . .

.

Garston
Hawarden
Holyhead
Leeswood

Ill
112

234
1483
11638
2875
440
265
296
200
486
620
492
666
60
154

3873
824

4172
725
178
706

118
957

1721

42281

250
10182

182
436
700
762
4286
610
595
42
46
112

746
127
140
538
1250
870

130

£
1000
1837

156876

1074
125838

6112
3388
507
1977
6166
11182
7176
13737

56
2274
10450
3678

53461
18915

142523
27655
2682

27466

701227

1668
97687
30779
92130

928491

64511
1117
1210
3396
3181
53478
3189
4296
213

7934

8252
1108
1038
2717
7913
8109
2171

50
5699

130
15170
8455
150
687
25

362
571
170
75

445

536

20607

129

i25

54877

545
758
400
516

57046

12866

2:369

2312
590

4482
129
457
520

155
100

1202
447
1970
578
1876

£
211
206

7694
100
807
594

7907
3205
544
70

553
872
664
506
17

274
268
73
854
596

8175
184
322
1044

34740

575

13140
1000

50435

58
1662

32
534
383
855

11937
624
563
76

'81

471

310
118
355
380
376
275
220
104

£
548
246

31295
678
1629
121

46520
11434
1482
1052

2110
2206

7
521

2996
717

10697
2244

20793
2459
862

2792

148013

467

10805
80045

462

985
1602
2960
1877
16908
1445
2459
344
91
780
4240

152
41229

11

712
648

44412
15568
1526
1292
543
1132
1125
3130
670

2125
32

491
1822
1519

17164
4987

4596
1061
2950

181861

1723

11848
41611

266543

35219

430
3114
2128

3583:3

2393
2496
151

44

42352

400

19928
14121

5:37

917

•2481

829
4591

1464
1913
845

27420

38330
12644

184619

3042 613
647 332
402 1629

2276 1362
4087 7042
1635 2119
1793 2131
736 1060

1818

iio
5100
838
240

3497

500

£
564
1227

85904
928

3757
482

56108
47953
3812
148a
57

803
2918
4988
5264
2877

6621
1424

3:3491

13497
70881
10745
1646

12008

370326

460
26143
17287
10728

424944

84066 2159
347
342 409
540 653
872 752

15487 590
389
443 160
2:39 167
65 10

581 122

1769 877

1377 195
423 190
150 16

444 835
795 274
256 203
1009 25

166 802

« Coal only.



-
1912, North-Western Section. 599

No.o» 8«lMle*UMt PROFIT.^^~- Wages.

Skies
duiinif the

T«ur. Net
Proflt.

In
terat
on

Shan
Caplut

(lend
prtt.

Booas

8ob«rlptioo«. 1

DliM- Pro-
buUTfc IdactT*.

Dlrtrl.
baUve. '

Pro
dactlTc.

Kdoe*-
Uoaal
Pur.

Chwl-j

Par
1
°-^SS£-

1 1 1

POMB. PM--!

£ £ £ £ £ 8. d. £ J £ £ : d.
1 3 116 3691 281 41 3 10» Oil 4
a 1 94 3388 240 47 3 4
8 164 116 9409 6669 806286 61469 5806 3 7 ioo isi 87 ie
4 2 142 4839 879 41 3 10i 3
5 8 1 281 61 8306 1106 218 8 .6^ 8 1 4 10
6 6 446 4987 833 10 3 4 3
7 267 ii7 13752 6448 338609 51244 4106 8 11 896 67 68 7
8 51 46 864a 2574 88080 14974 2434 3 818 61 14 18 7
9 9 582 14192 1727 250 3 8 3 6 9
10 3 ) 181 77 6491 1048 189 3 3 1 7
11 1 ,, 94 922 136 20 3 *'

12 8 293 6890 759 117 3 1 *i
13 8 1 538 "80 14291 2692 259 3 6

"8 W 3 9 6
14 9 8 560 136 17671 8730 506 4 8 6 8 3 6
15 5 1 446 85 10494 1953 803 4 6 3 10 6
16 10 9 667 405 19360 3650 469 8 2i 61 7 8 9 6
17 6 254 7 2 I 6
18 a 117 4868 680 91 3 101 [\

"8
is 7

19 16 3 888 287 24605 3765 504 3 6 8 8 4 11
20 8 aao 6715 1261 146 3 5

"* 3 1 9 8
21 67 89 4408 96i0 131700 25325 2683 3 9 40 44 30 6
22 18 6 888 851 25896 8956 708 8 37 11 4 4 5
23 110 68 6624 4002 162754 23244 5635 2 9 460 70 21 11

24 18 6 1072 235 27665 5412 1036 8 6 86 38 8 16 9
25 4 204 7848 1236 145 8 7 4 19 11
96 14 a 785 iis 27138 5372 1018 8 6i iss 41 3 11 9

786 4ia 46887 24128 1246956 216879 36724 •• ' 1518 618 188 19 3

27 19 915 4047 291 83 6 33 10 1

28 90
'[

8361 466794 15830 4094 6i 39 90 10
29

','.

800 '.'.

16363 66677 4818 1512 9^ 669 10 80 10
80 94 6774 871661 14878 8812 6 •• 31 10

786 915 46887 66440 2146186 363191 36336 •• 601 1667 664 319 19 a

1 4 960 8686 897 31 1 8i 9 I 1 6
2 346 44 11799 3978 191080 83003 3610 3 ? 303 4il 71 88 9

B^ 6 443 8867 1606 60 8 1 6

K' 10
"3

661 iso 13888 1817 88 3
'8

9 *0

14 7 670 687 39766 8600 170 3 6 *io 6 10 3 19 1

18 6 871 370 30060 8000 137 3 6 ,, 10 4 3 18 6
160 34 7909 1843 98461 14873 3897 3 H 46 98 90 17
39 6 040 ' 886 19636 3668 188 9 8 ,. 7 36 8 8 6^ ' 18 8 698 176 10841 189B 164 9 1 3 18 1

10 8 108 8140 189 9 1 11 19 ,. 1
11 3 ,. 75 1603 136 9 1 6 ,, ,, ,, 4 6
la 8 187 6179 1878 30 6 ,. .. .

.

10 6
18 86 *i» 1666 1391 84740 8966 818 3 .- 100 10 6

14 86 isrn 38400 3441 145 3 01 46 17 4 8 14 8
16 8 173 6104 608 83 1 10^ ,, ., 16 8
16 8 "i 241 78 aan 186 48 on ,, ,, 14 9
17 16 8 818 143 1788S 3416 110 9 8 ,. 9 18 1

18 86 7 1666 608 80068 arro 848 t ,

,

88 A C
19 9 641 13M7 1488 114 9 4 4 ,, 18 1 17 10
» 16

"*6
806 380 16006 1667 94 9 8 .. t 4 6 8

ai 8 196
1

i

•• 4836 306 83 1 9 •• 14 10 18 6



600 Return op Trade, &c., for

NAME OF SOCIETY.

!

No. of
Mem-
bers.

LIABILITIES. ASSETS. 1

Share
Capital.

Loans,
inclnd-

draft
from
Bank.

1

Re.
serve
Fund.

Value of

Stock
in

Trade.

^'ahie of
Land.
Bldingi.
Machin-
ery, and
Fixed
Stock.

luvestmenU. Owing
to the
Society

for
Good*.

Ch£shtrk akd North
Wales District—Con.
Liverpool (City of)

(Toxteth)
Llanberis

8300
204
804-

120
240
297
938
100
104
11

1623
179
40

8583
13840

80
72

12547
648
1891

£

65578
65749

425
796
809

1074
1104
4862
484
150
12

12304
169
49

115980
55685

857
422

89599
3756
7271

£

11691
2263

'26

355

lois
1745
110
482

lieo

3643
16958
465
400
1892
1364
2059

£

6794
892
101
110
50
27
200
86

43
51

425
7

5489
24784

63
3

15618
581
750

£

14879
159
508
286
884
675

2114
248
100
52

4496
222
116

28224
26638

320
200

22550
2709
2780

£

59190
49499

20
87
898
19

1346
2810

462

6547
29
16

50018
47521
833
465

56720
2623
5770

£

1037

1660
450

980

42986
10034

200
200
6880

1939

£

15600
8784
1315
506
818
424
488
864

'so
11

8866
93
40

29297
37185

104
44

48095
843
1993

£

860
106
688
82
146
72
121

110

260

"8

dim
88
102

643
528

22
28
24
25
26
27
28
29
80
31

32
33
34
35
86
37
38
39
40
41

42

1

2

3
4

5

6
7
8
9
10

11

12
13

14

15

16

17
18
19
20
21

22
2;i

24

25
26
27
28

29

30

Llandudno Junction
Llanrug .

Mold Junction
New York (Penmaenmawr)

bPort Nant
Queen's Ferry
Rhyl
Rivals
Runcorn and Widnes
St. Helens
St. Martin's
Sychtyn . . .

Whiston

Total . . - 86692 591880 82806 75438 195347 388661 78685 204583 11477

No. 5—Dewsbury District—
6Altofts 842

5470
346
180

2047
339
511

4933
364

12573
1017
600
1008
162
100

8099
142

1711
867
734
1652
780

7039
3183
500
1929
5938
480

1577
140451

5626
2194

32198
5681
6913
78251
1139

310697
14642
1286

14889
2529
1779

182104
8336
26978
5263
6830
27672
7240

109927
41002
8134

1460{)

35931
9720

767
757
646
705
255

2179
10031
1849
1182

77
6991
437

2306

203
4610

893
200
1238

16785
158

1185
122
310
122

1426
142
492

5721
597

7546
50
450
786
173
183

4090
148

1013
350
1971
1082
439

3996
598
400

1554
2982
334

953
17165

951
870
3987
1956
1552

16294
1004

38109
3289
1616
3420
748
555

20104
590

6260
1811
3225
5576
2967
17000
10812
1193
3420

17048
1923

45952
1781
598

3000
1747
2709

22967
1540

74401
5569
562

6238
312
1155

23048
600

9123
2299
2667
5899
1722

26122
15107
1743
4038

41869
2607

56721
1675
1253
9717
559i

4791
39100
300

59908
2504

3500
332

40727

8i60

1759
4990
402

30082

3025
3500
950
1353

1759
29599
2917
820

20500
3250
1605

26261
787

168886
4782
1134
4412
1942
257

124840
3257
8591
2576
2825

21090
8904

49302
18703
4481
8700
6771
613:]

1368
478
167
108
€87
229

3244
471
1952

i94
480

1291
117

1196
87

1874
975
307
462

1142
153
601

21.7J

19202

4122

Batley
Battyeford (Mirfield)

Birstall

Churwell
Cleckheaton

Dewsbury

oFarnley

Grange Moor Friendly
„ .

United

Horbury

Middlestown
Mirfield Industrial

„ Perseverance
Morley
Ossett
Ravensthorpe
Wakefield Borough

„ Industrial
Wibsey Slack Side

Special Society :—
WestYorkshire Coal Feder-

ation (Dewsbury)

Productive Society :—
Dewsbury Co-op. La,undry.

62991

80

1098554

18106

61764 39112

727

184998 305375 275308 529584

14271

63021

/i9

1111660

3266

51764

2136

39889 184998

92

305375

4757

275308 548855

86

23324

262

Total 68080 1114925 53900 89839 185090 310182 275308 543941 23586

d Goods on Hire Purchase only. « Coal only. h Societies.



1912, Nobth-Westkbn Sbction.

KIT

601

No. of
Emptoyee* oo

Dec. 81*.

Salarin and PRC

!

Sidta
daring the

In. 1 ATer- 1

Sobacdpttooa. |

Dtotrl- Pro- Distrt- Pro-
Tew. Net

Pxollt. IZiiE. on Edoca Cbari
bouw. doen«. botive. ducUTc.

1

Share! dand
Capital petit.

Wa«ea. ttonal
Par-
poaw. ^ """^S^^

£ £ £ £, £ 8. d. £ £ £ £ B. d.

22 808 61 16662 4271 256147 27256 2232 1 10 610 110 62 10 1

28 282 80 11464 2218 170237 19086 2760 1 10 196 68 87 14 8
24 8 201 8687 1165 19 2 9 1 11 8
25 6 819 6415 546 36 2 1 1 8 4
26 2 164 3474 808 21 2
27 8 2 481 110 7686 026 60 1 10 .. 5 I 7 6
28 6 2 417 90 8647 927 47

\^29 19 5 940 814 16670 1515 154 14 8 4 17 7
30 2 166 8802 580 22 2 104 9
31 2 182 1916 68 3 1 10 8
82 531 5
88 89 8 1831 88S 42849 5140 535 2 Oj 90 5 7 16 10
84 8 87 • 1809 114 8 1

6^

36 14 842 39 1 2 6
86 246 46 16177 8810 289410 84774 4820 2 7 885 94 44 6
37 800 90 17681 8490 361931 62916 2384 8 288 61 66 18
38 2 1 108 58 1848 108 16 1 1 8 4

89 8 97 2425 274 16 2 5
40 217 58 1486U 8695 802220 51381 8094 8 9 449 104 60 18 8
41 16 8 919 966 21308 3290 128 2 m 8 81 8 7 4

42

1

88 8 1788 460

28221

28552

2032841

8860

271964

347

22929

2 27 9 6 12 10

2106 489 113578 278 2608 676 888 8 11

15438 8432
2 97 67 6546 8290 169811 27884 5127 2 9 489 151 98 6 7
8 5 801 8714 1704 220 8 1 6 1 15 9
4 4 218 6160 760 84 2 9 4 ,. 17 6
5 85 18 2946 685 66062 9928 1075 8 \\ 110 70 10 6 8
6 9 1 707 . 86 12472 2006 286 2 11 5 1 18 9
7 11 1 781 90 16608 2892 244 2 \Q\ 16 16 2 12 9
8 188 54 5669 8678 161721 36717 1887 8 2 618 96 25
9 7 2 801 88 9806 1617 55 8 1 9 1 19

10 200 102 14455 6286 817817 60780 12176 8 960 186 69 16
M 15 4 1041 924 26640 4672 644 2 11J 7 6 8 2
12 788 19770 8827 65 8 i\ 12
18 16 4 1066 167 2841U 4968 500 8 2 90 5 3 H
14 a 960 7190 1495 106 8 1 4 17 10
15 3 .. 117 4805 878 78 8 9 ..

16 148 76 9999 4841 91 1469 41806 6551 8 9| 677 965 41 4 4
17 1 1 182 66 5686 1178 187 8 8 9 ..

18 87 11 2171 808 69706 9864 1088 8 If 88 87 8 16

19 12 780 18918 8890 988 8 4 .. 90 4 4 10

90 90 6 1068 886 98898 6898 297 1$
6 8 18 a

21 84 15 1891 1014 40666 9010 1040 44 R 12 6
22 11 690 21700 4099 987 8 r .. 8 ..

28 191 60 7996 8869 171007 29246 8600 8 800 166 «6 18 11

24 46 17 8986 864 76689 17108 1607 8 1 ,, 77 16 7 6
25 6 644 10666 1870 897 8 4 ,. ., 2 19 1

26 98 1640 49676 7778 668 8 8 ,. 1 ,,

!i7 180 26 6600 1788 199808 17686 1977 8 6| 196 38 80 16

28 11

448

04 14096 9464 868 8 8 •• 7 9 4 10

1140 70906 97988 I8B197B 809070 80488 •• .. 8880 U81 801 4 9

29 1 96 86679 1064 081 % ••• .. .. 6

lUl 448 70809 27986 1717069 40068 .. .. 8880 1184 801 b 9

30 .. 47 .. 184a 8688 M • • .. .. .. •• ft

1141 496 70602 «»* 1791684 »» 40068 •• •• 8800 1184 801 14 9

a Mx moniba' trade only.



602 Return op Trade, &c., for

NAME OF SOCIETY.
No. of
Mem-
bers.

LI.\BIUT1ES. ASSETS.

Share
Capital.

Loans,
includ-

'"o^r
draft
from
Bank.

Re-
serve
Fund.

Value of
Stock
in

Trade.

Value of
Land.
BUIinRs.
Machin
ifv. and
Fixed
Stock.

Investments. Owing
to the
Society

for
Goods.

Mo. 6—East Yorkshire Dis.-
Beverley 621

4500
3800
334
109

16500
718
400
173
95

762
1586
689
40

684
600

11100

£

2521
27766
21710
3125
302

92678
3659
1615
692
64

4149
6462
5942
86

5148
3431

117580

£

269
4108
1923
150
175

13032
975
882

'54

1105
106
424
134
205
30

10354

£

450
10124
2939
225
251

4773
170
222
10

136
848
447
396
71
530
403
908

£

1282
10591
9681
1363
442

86519
2268
718
565
264
1021
2235
1859
161

1692
1611

28120

£

Til

12889
1049
32

68245
2641
1054
48
28

2838
1860
2304

13
1380
191

63640

£

250

li68
1394

li64

£

1161
81407
8685
1084
436

216 16
871
474
160
81

1802
8455
8302
117

3289
2189

56842

£

166

1849
874
178

6224
722
280
189
102

i76
315

326
479

1

frCastleford and AHerton .

.

Industrial
Driffield

2
3
4

Escrick 5

Hull 6
Kippax 7
Market Weighton
Pocklington

8
9
10

Ripon 11

12

Selby 18

bSettrington 14

Tadcaster 15

Wetherby 16

York 17

Productive Societies :—
Hull Brushmakers

Printers

42211

42
88

296930

76
2,393

88376

2566

22408

5

965

100187

70
271

158889

29
5070

3916 136820

3
862

11880

8
960

18

19

Total 42841 299399 36941 28878 100528 168488 8916 186685 12298

No. 7—HUDDERSFIEUD DiS.—
878

500
960
199

1026
187
425
273
916
643
251
2593
649
921
hi

1188
15887
840
295
287
462
149
110
844
698
986
1182
178

5655

7103
19269
1843
16395
2219
3394
2171
82044
8946
2567

23514
7246
8001
900

21681
204886

2357
3265
7702
7619
1660
489

11686
11081
17610
26710
2073

557

1137
554
60

260

230
1297
2426
1447
100

250
100

8641
20428

2848
1509
10420
8804

809

210
2681

31

938
271
502
580
852
685
2.38

750
622
746
125

1162
7547

4

840
488
369
119
195
835
888
257
918
282

1390

2424
2941
354

2681

662
2737
1807
2987
8305
799
5490
1718
8324
805
4757
49538
1216
1042
990
2289
496
364

8058
2979
5185
5706
470

1599

8194
941
126

3681
719
890
1180
5547
1997
471

9267
735

2845
145

7434
104941

670
408

1209
1946
512
12

2791
8427
9510
6272

1665

1296
12338

4i98

609
791
3405
714

4022
202
980

5978
16198

li24
.3566

8542

4.3i8

6686
11082
5488

2702

2686
8817
1968
9618
1498
1170
S88

27631
6039
1876
10443
6670
2928

90
11805
83558
1427
1684
3070
1429
1134

656
6990
2628
4648
18570
2158

240

147
704
41

1165
159
563
1059
e812
1483
285
c615
633

1014
77

c266
«1364
410
813
690
200
53

213
11.53

e450
1249
1290
372

1

Central Working Men's
(Golcar) 9,

Close Hill
Cowms, Lepton

3
4

5

Dogley Bar <;

Emley 7
8

Golcar 9
10

Highburton 11

Hillhouse .. . . . .. 12

Hill Top (Paddock)
Hinchliffe Mill

13
14

Holmfirth Boot and Shoe .

Honley
15

16

Hudderstteld Industrial .

.

Junction House(Slaithw'te)
Kirkburton

17
18

19

Kirkheaton . . . v,n

Lane Dyehouse (Hud'rsfld)
Lepton Field

21

Town Bottom . . .

.

28
24

Longwood 25

Marsden Equitable
Meltham Industrial

„ Mills Provident..

26
27
2H

c Coal on ly.



1912. North-Western Section. 603

«. J!^** Salarlw umI PBonr.
^iS'S.- Wve^

Sale* t

•

Dtatri- Pro-
bonve. iaetn.

Diatet-
botiv*.

Pro-
dnotlTe.

daring the I In- Aw-

Cftpiul' perl.

Bonus

&W««.pHU».
I

ttowa
Par- ffi^l^'^tcs?-

1 1 1
poMt. PO-..I

£ £ £ £ £ 8. d. 1 M £ £ 8. d.

1 12 741 .. 11584 1120 119 1 6i 41 4 3 2 6
2 . 130108 38811, I]

3 TO 27 8461 1896 93810 16569 959 3* 8 II iso M 16 10
4 6 387 " 6430 607 148 1 7

"5
6 6 1 15 5

5 3 135 4978 387 T» 82 1 6 11

6 409 67 21296 88i5 321205 33026 4208 1 9 \[ 677 *98 82 16 H
7 31 3 1235 193 24047 3609 155 3 8 |_ 80 18 a 15
8 9 435 7648 709 70 1 9 4 1 16
9 4 227 3003 222 26 1 9 |] 17 6
10 3 .. 65 1181 21 3 1 ][ []

11 11 487 .. 9660 1231 127 3 is "l 8 is 8
ri 36 1 1579 67 24806 2968 213 3 4 66 18 7 1 5
i:j 13 716 14397 1720 109 3 Oi 8 9 8
14 1873
15 ii '874 17698 2652 ig8 3 6 ]'

46
'*6

8 i7 U
16 9 GOl 12779 1075 161 1 7 15 2 19 10
17 278 iis- 14246 7880 Jk 255492 32868 5740 3 lioo 483 940 57 16 8

888 300 46885 18351 939633 127646 13353 ,. 1105 1500 451 190 7

18 8 157 895 7
19 •• 85 1919 8678 '436 hi 46

'6
•• 10 6

888 388 46885 15427 948606 127981 13868 1151 1506 461 191 4 6

1 6 490 12819 1986 176 3 H 6 9 1 8 1

3 586 14257 9627 318 8 6 6
8 17 1301 81760 5964 781 8 li 96 10 6 9
i 178 ,. 4583 1061 71 8 7 81 8 ,

5 17
"6

1172 487 88918 6809 611 8 8 '»
10 6 9 11

6 205 5&I9 999 93 8 91 9 010 9
7 10 688 ,, 15048 2204 166 8 ? w 9 9 8
)• 426 11780 1764 80 8 H ., 18
9 17 6 1260 804 88671 6525 1886 8 6 \[ 11 4 ii 10
10 16 989 27886 8811 886 9 114 *io 8 i 6 10
11 245 86t8 1680 108 8 4 9 ,

.

12 80 in 3768 liao 7S244 11806 1149 8 n 19 10 7
18 608 18608 8681 866 8 7 'e 9 8 T 9
14 17 1158 273S8 4881 878 8 " 04
10 '

7 108 406 2818 106 86 1 H \\ 016
16 28 8 1746 480 87048 5084 719 9 6 91 io 6 911
17 276 357 18D9S 17884 497880 74486 7490 8 iU 1D4 188 70 10 7
18 423 0011 1818 198 4 4
19 ,

,

888 967V 1616 191 8 9 ,, 8 1 ii a
90 1 484 W UBll 1800 Wl 8 4| ,, 4 1 10 a
31 18 ,. 800 18418 9846 m 8 d •• a 4 9 a
23 ,, 180 ,, 5t89 088 78 8 V m 9 OUT
38 ,. 1S2 ,. 1448 98 4 ., 9
24 14 8 986 SB4 98617 4849 664 • H 7 10 9*4
25 16 6 913 889 MOOS 8190 466 8 7 6 8 10 9
36 80 U 1871 an 40686 6086 708 9 11 80 19 6 H 4
27 26 8 1606 640 onso 9816 014 > H 6 6 6
38 9 164 6718 1111 106 8 0^

•• 8 10 4

ft SSWedu.



604 Return of Tbade, &c., for

NAME OF SOCIETY.
No. of
Mem-
bers.

UABILITIES. [ ASSETS.

!
I^ans.
includ-

Share ,

'»« ""y

CaplU..| over.

from
1 Bank

Re-
serve
Fund.

Value of
Stock
In

Trade.

Value of
Land,

Hidings.
Machinl
ery, and
Fixed
Stock.

Investmenta. Owing
to the
Society

for
Qoods.

HUDDERSFIELD DiST.—Con.
1833
275
187
941
258
m
973
360
415
501
460

2731
556
565

£
12613
1489
1208

19343
4714

40
7298
5604
2815
3115
6551

44144
9397
9550

£
150

3324
378
743
1589
1787
1047

"50

4510
100

24592

li92

£
888
242
177

1877
315
156

332
334
176
400

4853
669
527

£
3245
1021
382

3463
1800
125

3100
1633
1114
1644
1875
7630
3213
2323

£
2892
763
1070
2733
1302

35
4562
1838
1474
1145
2803
16890
2635
2733

£

1509

8412

2050

1260

3067
719
4570
1510
1900

£
9470
2263
814

9600
4644
1533
;^339

1866
1558
3758
2611
54997
4673
5595

£
eSOO
243

ffll7

667
347
1368
809
834
609
665
483
c506
e433
416

29
80
81

82
33
34
86
36
b7
88
39
40
41

42

43
44
45

1

2

3
4

5
(')

7
8

9
10

11

12

13
14

15

16

17
IH

19

20

21

22

23
24

25

26
27

Nettleton
Parkgate and Berry Brow .

Scapegoat Hill (Golcar) .

.

Scaiwood Coal
Scissett

Shellev

Skelmanthorpe
Slaithwaite
South Crosl'nd&Netherton
Wooldale .

Productive Societies :—
Colne Vale Com Millers .

.

Colne Valley Co-op. Ba}cery
Wm. Thomson and Sons.

.

42583

;i56

he
411

587917

15835
1850

13028

90686

8090
950

14080

81780

1400

3662

36182

2742
1882
1680
19853
497
539
258
585
1650
1806
7322
151
444
586
516

5242
3799
408
141

8

2295
3063
187

143071

6166
229

16260

214844

11838
1721
6134

229067

113044

118044

329796

588
. 110
7255

24157

8808
339

11232

Total .

.

43056

7515
1748
3584
10897
282
390
120
521
1207
2984
6055
138
68
500

2169
3638
9196
401
260
88

3656
3142
545
579

618680 113806

1414
2415
8973
12475
643
881

1045
912

3944
32900

2720
257

3828
393

"2

20695
1881
1214
1331

165726 337699 44536

No. 8—Macclesfield.Crewe
AND District—

Burslem 33849
13274
35786
167662
6405
3296
1022
5224

21131
24690
79882
1507
828

15804
33446
33817
121596
4894
1552
746

35837
29402
5492
3852

11379
6873
6892

40501
658
980
400
1699
3176
8482
16866
844
358

2040
7946
9237
19118
1282
686
247

12286
6949
1691
2420

22739
5589
13683
43130
1263
611
80

769
6637
19142
26200

**8

2948
12876
6881

38461
2!396

226
245

26893
166h7
4182
1313

3721
69091
2980

362
5018
2178

34661

2051
2700
8065

25781
513

15092
2863

i55

11749
6865

25315
45870
3051
3050
637
4647

10313
4352

40155
1434
366

10081
14501
18036
58778
1883
765
220

9571
9022
1585
8149

909-

1183
3009
22326

371
812
437
38a
1352
1546
4577

91
689
711

2156
2210
4106
174
217
168

565
3153
317
1540

Butt Lane
Congleton
Crewe Friendly
Disley
Dove Holes

Hayfield
Hazel Grove
Leek and Moorlands
Macclesfield
Malkins Bank
Peak Forest
Poynton and Worth

Silverdale
Stockport

,, Great Moor
Styal

VVinnington, Northwich &
District

Winsford
Woodley

Productive Societies :—
Leek Silk Twist Manufac'g
Macclesfield Silk
Nantwich Boot and Shoe.

.

59683

121

275
111

680994

7486
8700
791

97878

8124
7020
425

56094

2288
555
244

162806

3906
6820
695

252859

5478
8862
974

175231 286895

2891
4848
83

53002

8131
4853
461

66467Total 60190 697971 113442 58181 173626 263178 175231 292717

d Goods on Hire Purchase only. e Coal only. h Societies.



1912, North-Westerm Section. 605

, Wfrot Salaries and
Waco.

PBOFIT. 1

1

dortSuie In- : X^9f Snbarriptkm. |

DMri- Pn>- DMri- Pio-
Year.

pSSt. T.^- S"* KdMal Chart-

bottm iloeMv. battvB. diMtlTe.
"""• StaanI OmtA

Capttal pMl.
W«c«.

i?S SS*<=''«55?-
' •

1

yoaw. poaes.

£ £ < £ 8. d. £ J £ £ s. d.

29 17 6 1126 496 46964 8212 491

in 6 19 9 8
80 5 388 9172 1120 56 *" 4 1 7 1

31 9 100 6566 780 68 8 6 9
33 ao 9 1512 i90 33447 6713 716 3 1 18 16 4 is 9
33 6 9 400 112 10991 1794 \m 8 6 3 1 6 3
34 9 180 13744 2664 9 4 \\ '.

[ 6
86 16 _^ 716 26486 3548 349 2 10 ^_ ^_

86 5 \[ 876 ., 10332 1878 247 3 2 \\
"8 "6

1 i6 11

87 6 407 14519 2571 141 3 6 3
88 8 " 576 16168 2479 180 2 8 ^^ "l 6 9 '8

89 7 456 15682 2149 265 2 10 9 7
40 S9 66 8806 8074 117307 19872 1806 3 8 92 81 14 1

41 11 9 886 344 22971 8768 474 2 11 14 4 9 17 4

43 14 6 829 187 20620 3008 361 3 •• 13 8 9 17 10

758 412 50B00 26256 1422656 226353 23101 •• 948 929 461 198 10 5

43 34 2725 116630 3905 788 60 " 9 1 1

44 9 560 3990 6
45 •• 196 •• 8093 49138 4148 6io 1 888 19 47 8 6

788 681 50600 88684 1592414 23S706 24499 •• 1146 941 600 198 1 6

141 31 6680 1970 183488 19864 1874 1 11 986 81 89 6 4

46 9 2290 647 48082 6486 680 2 6 76 17 8 2 11

67 29 4276 1990 114197 . 19P63 1629 8 3 966 99 17 9 4

940 192 16360 10296 838013 51279 5600 2 8 108 988 64 6 8
7 898 11361 9066 218 3 4 99 11 1 9 1

4 " 848 9828 1995 119 2 64 99 9 9
9 198 8804 693 60 9 10 18 9
11 "l 608 97 18063 9176 906 3 3{ 46 io 9 12 6
27 8 1948 436 44968 8074 740 8 4 98 6 10 4

10 64 16 8987 983 72064 10968 1004 2 6 .. ! 48 98 14 15

11 164 TO 7486 4656 199786 29169 2917 2 6 400 199 29 18 H
19 8 ,. 168 ,. 4264 804 67 8 9 ., 1

18 9 106 8187 861 81 9 6 .,

14 14
*9

898 i98 98199 4964 602 8 11 19 9 i9 8
15 48 36 2888 1360 66880 19860 1400 8 9 196 191 11 9 8
16 ra 19 8046 806 89806 14689 1416 8 106 66 16 18 8
17 906 90 12779 1468 974608 48966 8868 9 10< .. 407 66 48 16 8
18 9 664 19684 9061 178 9 8 ,, 6 9 1

19 6 * 9 896 i04 0900 0TB 09 9 ,. 8 1 4

90 1 66 968 80 98 OlOj .. .. .• -.

91 196 86 6816 9688 96614 18488 1404 9 6 ., 116 88 17 17 8
99 77 18 4880 886 80061 14681 1807 8 ib 9 86 16 14 H

98 11 694 18800 9907 907 17 10 9 16 a
91 10

1841

*.. 616 .. 16790 1880 919 9 9 • • 8 10 8

476 78809 98809 1079940 968680 98064 •• 118 U16 «rn 9971 4 4

96 118 oan 84846 vm 1146 410 7 9
26 ,, 166 ,, f^gffi vm 990 ., ,. 6 ., 9
97 •• m •• vm 0OM IM 94 •• .. •• 1 1

1341 788 76809 44449 1786198 901014 nm •• 898 9190 919 909 16 4



oor. Return of Trade, &c., for

NAME OF SOCIETY.
No. of
Mem-
bpfs.

UABILITIE8. ASSETS.

Loans,
inchid-

draft
from
Bank.

Re-
serve
Fund.

Value of
Stock

A.

Value of

Land.
Bldinss,
Machin-
ery, and
Fixed
Stock.

Investmects.
OwlnR
to the
Society

for
Goods.

Share
Capital.

•

Hoase
Prop-
erty.

All
other
Invest-
ments.

No. 9—Manchester Dist.
Beswick
Blackley
aBroadbottom
fcChisworth
Clifton
Compstall
Denton and Haughton .

.

Droylsden
Eccles
Failsworth
Glossop Dale
Hadfield

„ AHollingworthCoal
Haughton Green
HollingAvorth
Hyde
Manchester and Sal ford .

Middleton and Tonge . .

.

Mossley
New Mills
New Moston
Pendleton
Prestwich
Rhodes
Roe Green—Worsley
Swinton—Chorley Road .

,. Moorside
Whaley Bridge
Whitefield and Unsworth,

Productive Societies:

—

Co-op. Sundries Manufac
turing (Droylsden)

Eccles Manufacturing
Hyde Co-op. Laundry
M'chester & Dist. Laundry
Manchester—N ewspaper

Printing .

.

Total

No. 10

—

North-East Lanca-
SHIRK District—

Acerington and Church .

.

,, Provident
Bamoldswick
Barrowfoi-d Industrial . . .

.

Billington and Whalley .

.

Blackburn—Daisyfield
a „ Excelsior ....

„ GrimshawPark
„ Industrial ....

,, Livesey
aBrierfleld
Burnley
Clayton-le-Moors
Clitheroe
Colne
Darwen Industrial
n ,, Provident
Earby

11108
£

100587
103118

17C9
1064

1164:$

477C0
29898
79911

302f)9B

159150
68867

1000
1859
12925
49503
207357
80141
75263
57348
4997

397797
69582
22469
8213
7975
9.356

25699
17103

131097

510
224

7
hU
339
720

1995851

20029
12600
2828
9000
11572
22413

2074293

9227
682
1571
532
590

4114
258

3349
3907
484
1302
16551
2216
1415
5r;09

7862
1896

916

265190
5523

21644
5247
11888
84351
igas

43673
59974
5432
19411

202699
44998
15618
83328

295828
13405
11765

£ £
11815 6299
2748 3559

1F6
108 444
498 755

11941 3385
4418 1071
7904 73 M
29474 6926
1.5637 8398
7922 3.599

6172 1932
509

1501 713
200

6572 1828
9651 6663
9254 6643
8360 5589
2530 3055
282 320

8960 16519
45679 1.309

1313 520
1,521 800
384 316

3007 170
7225 1356
136 520

205012 90858

6798 6958
7122 2715
800
822

6013 863
9603 5541

236170 106485

48485 4941
5873 205
4904 1155
1903 523
2378 1458
6267 1836

298
2.50 2489
4986 1950

370
10893 797
29720 7103
36104 2807
4560 1816
12296 2150
11650 14455
135.% 290
1205 1109

£
18305
17964

425
797

2302
8432
3300

21010
49600
25817
6133
4183
527
1156
2222
11943
33525
10719
9502
7203
1016

58286
13263
3134
803

2603
2650
4717
2291

323828

10505
69.36

113
175
816
9500

351873

4080
7080
1557
2096

12.537

554
5768
mil
1444
6964

59337
5805
4.532

23679
17742
4948
a^o

£
56571
38112
590

7
4677
14973
9775

34;}38

107726
.39511

10709
5507

U88
\192
2392
14058

18.356

8335
10953
2749

117606
32136
2837
1120
4002
3523
6280
4710

616875

16246
9518

10672
10230
17150

6a3727

43886
7297
13193
2827
7243

81251
533

16586

2.374

10382
103220
8069
5971

51323
58868
15897
3772

£
847

25977

3523
16528
2916

132311
.58424

13490
4371

1690
2443
14535
86372
35908
9767

1160
72548
68978
12012
3505
1771
4070
11139
5906

637861

637861

161861
.356

9481
1342
.3364

36109
1158

12906
21387
1214
9367

70692
48919
1217

24758
161212
5808
986

£
58403
40286
815
812

31.33

29007
21696
23285
77928
74339
54522
87511
1342
768

6710
21700
45144
85794
70714
24104
1666

205167
5407
7044
50K7
1173
8208
14266

S76797

6056
8942
730
198

6244
6621

567
8590
2651
5220
17611

119
14881
4831
1420
6199

.3.3238

22725
12.536

111.39

99440
2.382

9006

£
1906
1516
121

646
946
1155
1162
5854
241

«'48'

282
ell3
263
457
1902
6267
30.37

566
2262

(1622

984
1026

57
405
374
1410

34402

213
2455
19400

ffl759

3.57

96
475

2478

1839
416
63

2920
966
565
897
653
85

140

d Hire Purchase only. e Coal only. h Societies.
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1912, N0BTH-WS6TE&N SSCTION 607

Ho. of Salarleaand 1 PROFIT.

^dSrSL" Waces. j

1 1
1

Sale*
. dnrinir the 1 In- 1 Aw

Net \*^ ,•«•

icap(t*l|p«i.

SitaMriliMoaa.

DMri-
botlvtt.

i

ssi
Pro-

Boaaa
Bdae^

Par- Pur ^'^^jsr-
pows. pOMft.

M £ J £ £ 8.d. £ £ £ s. d.
1 222 28 18696 2175 961803 45375 4051 8 869 88 161
2 166 88 940B 2486 158653 26071 3833 2 6 611 407 138 90 *8 9
3 8 206 3218 160 40 1 4
4 .. 6193 644 • • .

5 12
"4 '844 369 19752 8850 543 3"0 is 2 '9 4

6 71 12 4500 976 91266 17965 1818

14
163 84 15 6 7

7 40 8 3896 248 59089 9137 1180 38 86 7 12 8
« 161 28 8842 2133 193117 25948 3156 2 91 307 73 33 19
9 454 129 96046 8167 499058 82452 12712 2 9it 1707 394 85 19 6
10 345 67 11098 9178 966303 46^40 5503 3 884 131 49 16 9
11 71 16 4699 968 106672 16257 2502 3 244 48 16 3
12 84 14 2745 911 58821 9976 1442 3 20 42 8 6 8
13 6 393 18336 2961 60 4

U 12
"2

778 iffl 18111 1938 67 2 101 6 8 6 6
15 17 9 1388 445 96306 4052 491 3 66 10 4 8 4
16 61 27 4950 2083 96146 16651 1822 3 166 77 16 6
17 408 66 38681 5369 849396 47698 7654 2 3J 601 144 74 4

18 106 66 6439 8818 188068 29970 2799 3 160 45 19 1 2
19 70 90 5081 11-23 106055 19061 2777 3 161 171 16 16 4

20 68 8 88B3 680 73150 13639 1842 3 3 176 72 13 14

21 18 778 129 15796 2683 179 8 .0 63 8 2 17 8
32 696 155 86122 10368 721917 118923 16157 3 86 676 146 1 8
23 93 83 6678 2866 106867 16584 2755 2 10 979 19 30 3 9
24 21 1686 82182 4726 872 2 9| 90 6 5 16
25 4 "a 280 i90 8006 1567 316 3 81 8 1 7
26 21 4 1080 166 32865 4194 864 3 Si 1 8 16 11

27 18 7 1069 417 £0846 4591 864 8 y 14 4 1

28 47 10 2976 642 64940 10694 1006 3 940 37 9 16
29 17 1206 26789 4049 689 3 • 30 4 18 8

8140 738 188086 55464 8567301 587421 76089. 870 6666 9190 806 9

80 160 8948 74681 3600 1496 6 617 16 41 6
81 .] 131 [[ 6108 80468 1324 663 90 1 16

83 ,. 89 1642 4041 378 141 ., 5
88 ,^ 176 6847 12738 3033 875 3 ,, , 1

84 [[ 60 ]] 6667 38606 780 716 48
'7

16

as 646 •• 87886 110068 13769 1679 0"6 866 •• 167 19 10

8140 1818 188086 138063 8818706 006184 83086 •• 986S 8714 »tt4 880 19

1 198 149 11760 11486 830918 68316 10806 9 10 884 868 47 6 6
2 16 3 991 76 18886 9817 374 9 11 18 8 13 H
A 83 94 1698 1694 66780 8606 860 8 88 17 7 9 9
1 7 6 .676 830 14919 3871 198 8 88 10 9 11 9

18 6 1048 386 90806 4780 480 8 40 14 9 17

106 66 6018 4228 184198 89848 4088 4 10 196 21 9 8
7 8 866 9010 8198 78

iii
,. 8

, 70 81 4790 1808 98784 19860 1848 ,, 46 16 16

U 106 86 6693 1780 113898 80804 9878 « ». u 88 19 19 4

10 11 668 80448 8886 884 m ,, 8 3 10 6
11 97 '34 3154 1433 44841 8484 786 188 11 6 16 8
la 844 380 18178 16609 478817 77148 7888 8 7 IT» 180 7H 9 4

18 87 99 3080 1481 64066 11186 1780 8 888
,

81 12 4

14 82 8 1998 483 44990 7604 648 8 104 6 16

16 160 lOS 9806 7896 908676 96668 8180 8 81 886 W 90 11 8
16 180 198 10767 6898 288817 66886 10144 8 848 888 198 89 1 8
17 98 16 fno 880 86100 8810 310 8 61 80 80 ,.

18 19 10 883 878 8788 488 8 8 *• •• 8 4 18 8



608 Retubn of Trade, &c., for

NAME OF SOCIETY.
No. of
Mem-
bers.

UABIUTIES. ASSETS.

Share
Capital.

Loans,
includ-
inK any
Over-
draft
from
Bank.

Re-
serve
Fund.

Value of
Stock

in
Trade.

Value of
Land.

Bldings.
Machin-
ery, and
ftxed
Stock.

InTestmenta. Owing
to the
Society

for

Qoods.

North - East Lancashire
District—Con.

Great Harwood . .

.

8402
158

' 254
185
274
214
123

8952
1712
2740
1350
325
78

350
150
289

£

71267
1960
7061
4458
6005
2231
1027

145814
47922
18046
26810
5083
1207
2623
2996
3825

£

16622

2290
914

3606

21491
7897
5344
13959
1333
27

1950
100

£

3273
109

1179
17

200
1024
132

6676
1489
868
995
608
111

3.50

153
391

£

16914
424

2143
401

1099
749
646

32353
3588
6720
3205
1201
459
965
537
1554

£

29455
428
1641
1132
5088

45743
6342
12315
9144
575
431
1209
755
1647

£

37780

2i20

77741
38758
5297

18681

228
522
1115

£

18882
1401
6746
2058
3971
2351
927

35005
15788
3214
13385
5830
448

2624
1149
1384

£

2160

'73

2.S5

120
2811
722
243
192

'34

129
c41
104

19

20
21

22
23
24
25
26

27
28
29
ao
31

32
33
34

35
36

37

1

2

3
4

5

6

7
8
9
10

11

12

13
14

15

16

1

2

3
4

5

ftHoddlesden
Lower Darwen Conserv'tve

„ Fore Street
Low Moor—Nelson Street

„ Union Street-
Nelson
Oswaldtwistle

Rishton
Sabden Industrial
Salterforth
Trawden
Wheatley Lane
Winewall

Productive Societies :—
BurnleySelf-HelpManufac,

feNelson „ „
North - East Lancashire
Laundries Association .

.

82987

313
81

13

1540242

8742
2115

4509

270438

16765
3305

1800

62825

1000
8833

75

284893

11045
2941

93

531219

18025
4425

7374

749378

66

446434

872
1887

135

20073

5347

4

Total 88344 1555608 292308 67733 298972 566043 749443 449328 25424

No. 11—North Lancashire
District—

Bamber Bridge 652
278

8581
2947
762
118
190

11567
1597
1254

22246
200
1238
1510
324

5266
3804

132206
27795
18104
2267
2168

162679
28698
23373

247851
3067
8369
13619
2180

6772

5968
3731
4256

6885
4103
2250

31273
288

3329
233

51
43

2298
902
2109
305
150

7373
1152
1015

20553
15

8.%
1057
250

3801
1375

25663
8583
3048
556
500

26757
7204
4914

44136
932

2886
5284
599

4788
1798

49565
11722
4529
1390

56605
7741
5742

73917
503

2726
8181
1470

230677

1276

8446

5909
5523
2149

52888
9254
5442

133221
833

3261
250

1202
829

65912
9626
15178
822

2281
51848
11553
12443
79085
1395
4865
8898
765

746
276
1874

9.38

112

1608

473
1485

89
30

388

7968

813

Blackpool
Fleetwood
Fylde—Kirkham ... .

Gregson's Lane
Higher Walton
Lancaster
Leyland and Farington • .

.

Longridge
Preston
Ribchester
Skelmersdale
Southport
Walmer Bridge . .

Productive Society :—
Blackpool Union Printers..

53464

142

68144P

1061

69088

1111

38109

169

1862.W

419

222176 261152

186

Total 58606 682507 70199 88278 186667 231953 222176 261838 8781

214
601
88

1250
628

No. 12—N. Lonsdai-e Dist.—
340

11360
185

1818
286

2586
147764

1584
28404
2530

108
2735
353
1961
354

146
8372
153

1079

1188
40263

211
6022
464

1457
50149

376
11414

1176

9002
1178
8181

659
75247

360
6685
292

Barrow-in-Furness
aBroughton-in-Pumess
Camforth
Coniston

(i Goods on Hire Purchase only. e Coal only.



1912, North-Westebn Section. 600

1 Mo.o( BftUrtMuid PROFIT.

1 1

1

Sain
during tht

Yew.
In-

! A««r

^^^
1 Share : d«nd
Capital, per*.

ViMUi- Pro-
IwUTe. doetT*.

1

DtaJri- Pro-
batlve. doetlve. W«««a.

j

CdoM
UOIMI
Pnr.

Ohwt-

1 1
1 1 |»«—-1

£ £ £ • £ £ •. d. £ £ £ £ t. 6.

19 84 88 6601 5866 153667 96588 9944 3 180 48 17 a 9
20 a 156 4170 618 68 16 3
21 15199 9289
22 4 948 7561 1458 161 4
23 3 949 8788 1299 984 3 6 1 8 10
24 8 1 227 77 8348 1792 104 4 8 4 1 9 7
25 2 169 4860 975 49 4 6 1

26 900 909 12653 14052 811597 66815 6359 2 Hi 970 69 43 19 9
27 87 96 2447 1717 57386 10674 9097 8 131 48 8 19 6
28 68 18 8186 2065 74890 11920 640 2 111 970 80 14 1 3
29 88 14 2878 1128 62729 9281 986 3 o' 91 49 6 17 6
SO 4 888 9984 1816 190 8 4 16 1 14 8
ai 1 92 2688 4''8 50 8 3 9 7 6
32 6 488 11062 1712 101 8 7 8 1 16 6
Si 8 209 4888 741 115 2 8 9 16 8
34 6 9 460 140 8600 1490 146 2 10 16 1 8 8

1848 1280 110819 81294 9696869 479911 58883 704 6709 1494 808 10 7

35 198 12296 90867 1627 866 1 3 10
86 •• .. 88604 735 ..

87 .. 86 • • 2960 6806 1294 119 .. .. 1 6

1848 1664 110819 96650 2882686 488567 69861 •• 704 S7O0 1496 401 6 7

1 90 2 1207 119 22726 2012 917 9 6 6 8 6 6
2 5 276 7800 848 170 9 8 ,, .

.

1 6 4
8 178 147 8849 108i» 188663 91096 4<X)9 9 987 09 49 11 9
4 68 19 8891 1602 76066 12764 1080 2 H 980 46 16 11

5 22 4 1464 264 28764 4968 819 8 ^ 69 6 4 1 10

6 8 208 6292 1168 119 3 6i ., .. 10 6
7 8 940 8846 1782 90 4 0^ 8 19 6
8 169 78 9145 5019 900980 6016 2 Bi 600 194 68 10
9 81 14 1961 890 46860 7081 1076 8 1 ,. 17 6 16
10 •M 11 1696 1008 36669 6978 894 9 6 Ill 97 6 18 1

11 :i69 162 20171 11744 470607 81968 9814 8 lOOC 169 110 4

12 4 202 6004 1001 188 8 , 1 10
13 17 4 1063 287 96141 8687 807 9 6 00 9 6 6
14 46 S 8171 840 88488 6119 684 9 u 7 18
16 6 •• 819 •• 7148 1179 96 8 •• •• 16 8

908 446 62904 31587 1161496 188410 96489 •• •• tin 400 966 18 4

16 .. 29 .. 1486 8064 88 69 .. .. .. .. 1

968 468 62904 89978 1164409 188498 O640I .. •• tioi 400 907 4

1 B 681 8668 1007 no 9 1 1 16
3 9S6 84 18687 0176 862118 B8870 7064 9 10 • • ,. 907 66 11 H
3 9 190 9487 486 74 4 ..

4 46 10 S7S1 486 700 1001 9 7 ,, m 06 10 b
f. 8 199 8004 810 116 » H •• ••

41



GIO Return op Trade, &c., for

NAME OK SOCIETY.

UABILITIE8.

No. of
Mem-
bers.

I
includ-

Sbare l'"?»»y

I
from

D_ I
Value of

Fund-Trilde.

Value of
Land,

Bldingg.
Machin-
ery, and
Fixed
Stock.

Investments.

House „.^"

ments.
erty.

Owing
to the
Society

for
Goods.

North Lonsdale Dist.—Con
Dalton-in-Furness
H awkshead
Kendal
Kirkby-in-Furness
Langdale
Leven Valley
Lower Holker
Millom
Sedbergh (New)
Swarthmoor and Ulverston

Supply Association :—
Furness and South Cum-
berland

21199

Total 24566

No. 13—Oldham District—
Ashton-under-Lyne
Crompton (Shaw)
Delph
Diggle
Dobcross
Grasscroft .,

Greenfield
Higher Hurst
Hurst Brook
Junction—Pelph
Lees
Oldham Equitable

,, Industrial
Royton
Stalybridge
Uppermill
Waterloo

Productive Society :—
Delph Woollen Manufac'g,

Total

No. 14—RochdaleDistrict
aBagslate
Brooksbottoms
Bury
Firgrove
Healey
Heywood
Lane Bottom
Littleborough

aMillgate

2598
328

2069
436
306
195
224
1731
133

2240

5720
2928
781
262
117
355
744
1300
771
247
997

12870
17311
2171
4066
1253

52721

76

52797

670
186

13446
144
416

4874
85

2392
270

40042
2210

4288
2710
2566

82071
427

40616

122173

20192
6788
664

14810
6273
2488
12467

249937
233737
30580
69941
27741
20132

879741

1487

11550
2571

1390
6378

78788
846

143
130

1556
572
253
1030

250
2

9447

9447

818
214
834
426
202
108
130

2768
82

695

17555

6576 12574
8399 1448
1121 86
3284

12313
6478

50
659

7965
4592
1540

151036

457

151493

4892
111

1004
1024

1374
185

284
36
286
706
1644
1372
117

1277
1613
1111

71948

15

71968

248
290

25215
113

2132
7859
195

1786
504

11075
1215
6895
1886
1105
1008
1854
11742

341
7235

92004

1031

20006
7686
1950
1319
551
1511
1596
4762
2235
1003
5098
34618
4^664
7910
10923
3136

157801

1658

169454

1378
712

37728
326
742

15746
456

5906
674

£

11668
598

12322
626
1085
1090
390

6143
29

14001

112844

30823
22444
1344
1316

2151
1541
8187
6402
787
5532

70936
44826
13630
12581
1330
5724

229554

375

4009
260

47130

555
19911

1330

1560
4788

1470
200
4446

44277

44277

6620
8393
3817

1517
21151
5720
1424

1428
94889
159257
17614
13043
3926
5457

403064

408064

2615
907

24533
548

12176

573

2706
240
777

13181
173

15486

137401

41020
11282
10341
4803
303

3614
9439
12922
5545
1167
2041

198724
71192
4207

45953
24876
12147

40

899116

4257
8014

200644

479
8794
34093

18-t

24433
740

d Goods OP Hire Pvirchase only. e Coal only. n Public Bodies.



1912, North-Western Section. 611

Ha of Salaries and FBonr.

^i&'s^.'- Wage..
1 1

1

.

^^ In- t Aver-

Capital! per ir.

<fa.h^HMl»n. 1

gSi
Pro.

doetTc.
Dtetri-

'

Pro-
battve. jdnettTe.

Boon.
•^

1

KdOM-

^^>3S!r-
!

poMa. VOtm.\

£ £ £ £ £ 8. d. £ £ £ £ B. d.

fi 58 27 3554 1186 68930 10820 1T28 2 6 46 12 10

7 8 416 6760 547 94 2 1 11 1

8 46 8 2968 441 52918 6845 801 2 39 13 1 4

9 4 487 114 12604 2005 269 2 103 27 11 2 4 3
10 a 828 36 7821 1100 165 S 6 ,, .. 1 9 7
11 . 228 4920 672 102 2 6 ,, 1

12 283 5824 703 96 2 8
,

4 1 2 5

IS 41 22 2482 1190 59077 7954 1400 2 6 38 ' 40 9 4 4

14 183 2154 200 18 12 11

15 59 81 3545 1963 70192 11046 1401 2 9 181

£64

10 11

547 189 86560 10662 710569 109644 14438 •• 4 403 133 4 3

16 5 862 16344 642 74 8 .. .. ..

552 189 86931 10662 796913 110486 14503 •• 4 354 403 122 4 3

1 180 58 10347 3653 198196 35030 4749 8 8| 878 147 28 19 8
2 84 17 5118 1122 94501 15426 1220 307 89 18 6 8
H 1« 8 968 405 22860 3866 716 89 18 4 2 10

7 500 11822 1750 277 6 11 1 7 8
3 186 4758 403 87 , 6 8
8 499 11028 1660 209 8 4 1 16 5

15 1080 24486 4983 1011 .. 89 24 3 15 6
ao 5 1914 282 49644 9193 696 77 20 6 IS

19 1202 27818 4438 308 17 13 4 4

6 441 12916 1044 98 3 111 8 8 1 6 10

14 974 19994 3630 490 68 8 6 8 11

282 104 14578 6614 880752 50645 8688 1430 167 65 18 11

419 164 26745 8541 58&165 101256 8749 3683 419 87 8 3
50 12 8491 731 71100 11267 1191 .. 363 36 11 2
86 89 5864 1670 139134 34236 8019 69 64 91

SS 1668 41717 7898 1048 .. 30 84 6 9 4

17 38 4 1796 267 34296 6804 869 •• 40 96 4 9 7

1907 411 76810 29386 1680973 990713 88838 •• •• 6148 1017 907 7 6

IB . 12 .. 607 9184 113 86 .. .. .. ..

1

10

1207 438 78810 1688166 990894 .»« •• •• 6148 1017 967 17 633893

8 621 13300 3839 489 8 6 9 8 9
8 8 217 148 6668 1266 10« ' 8 4 t .. 19 4

364 146 16414 8648 878199 TOTIO U44i 8 M 1609 998 69

3 181 4999 676 49 8 9 .

,

9 U 6
4 886 18096 3S8I 899 4 9

190 86 7710 3818 189868 WOO 3618 1 8 880 948 94 9 9
8 181 696 401 4 .. 9 H 4

H 64 90 8888 1698 88898 18988 1687
i

8 89 11 18

9 4 8 804 9088 1806 86 8 4

1

'*
i

90 * ••



612 Return op Trade, &c., for

NAME OF SOCIETY.
No. of
Mem-
bers.

LIABUilTIES.

Share
Cikpital.

Loana,
includ-
ing any
Over-
draft
from
Bank.

Value of

Stock
in

Trade.

Value of
Land.

Hidings,
Machin-
ery, and
Fixed
Stock.

House
X'rop-

erty.

All

other
Invest-
ments.

Ov^inc
to the
Soclecv

for'
Qoods.

Rochdale District—<7o«.

Milnrow
,, Conservative .

.

New Hey Industrial
Rochdale Equit. Pioneers

.

Provident ...

Shawforth . .'

rtSmall Bridge Conservative
Smithy Bridge
Sumntierseat& Br'ksb'tt'ms
Tottington Equitable .

„ Industrial .

Turn
Wardle
Whitworth
Woolfold

Total

No. 15—ROSSENDALE DiST.—
Bacup
bCawl Terrace /.

Crawshawbooth
Edenfleld
Haslingden
Helmshore
Love Clough
Lumb
Ramsbottom Industrial .

.

Rawtenstall Conservative.
Stacksteads
Tunstead
Water Peace and Safety .

.

Waterfoot
Whitewell Bottom

Total

No. 16—South Yorkshire
District—

Bakewell
Barnsley
Brightside and Carbrook

(Sheffield)

Chesterfield Provident
Clown
aConisbro'
Denaby Main
Doncaster
Eckington
Goole
Handsworth "Woodhouse.

.

Hasland '.

Heath and Williamthorpe

.

Killamarsh
Kilnhurst
Masbro'

294
822
456

19591
12857
275
250
191
186
356
1200
87
198
836
655

60737

3423
839
745
822

2941
404
345
130

2637
1155
487
362
201
676

15020

371
37217

27005
2800
1196
362
768

13700
337

2a35
1209
780
372
689
705
9046

6345
2566

370874
197405

2554
4731
5625
.3061

6703
24148
1491
5131
12132
11410

1123648

11229
30229
11023
48825
9713
10137

911
62544
7f<58

2629
3647
2789
5663
3877

297135

1011
546693

262572
13324
13908
1293

21666
132753

1828
17248
12210
45.50

2638
8475
12147

140987

743
.372

l.''>30

6096
9540
661

575
2110
623

.8256

600

84
323
115

12410
15212
770
844
169
275
1789
1441
60

474
622
479

3-270

1902
46402
22187
930
488
443
807
62

2874
156
481

3248
1580

86640 72904

12374
1872
120
541

1815
998
200

18754
5106
2821
654
460

3770
122

75676

7297
1006
1021
203

4312
519
743

5
3980
877

207

4io

10387

791
7302
1683
1937
533

11064
2R99
2140
1182
799

2320
1411

20919 50408

5920

12474
12401
4474

1069
4948

726
8.'39

569
809
1760
4782

7208

15524
1060
918
553

4519
7805
315

3113
1912
840

1473

116782

7305
4166
1325
3181
39911
552

6135
6934
2585
1908
2702
2860
29213

£

2403
604
1899

55889
25400
1292
378
657
915

7830
188

4356
3839
1481

1477

67373
46856

1563
1461

1718
265

191179 262951

9911
1649
2593
1152

10837
2394
839
388
9276
6097
2516
1365
448

700
2212
54000
4879
2803

23210
4451
570

171098

83612
7924
3362

12
2060

75043
555
7887
.5958

2772
1780
2144
1449

60413

1.32247

46370
9912
10359

6806
202.33

695

2231

1435
3295
38122

1676
2844
1084

238401
142902

1893
4642
2876
2100
8332
17460
1117
1650
5300
3158

712072

75621
10582
24674
7713
11430
3708
6749
285

46648
1607
749
1665
2432
985
1443

196241

219768

145584
3834
2936
1112

17548
20316

4.'>7

8412
1544
1382
972

4.547

9012
41473

e Coal only.



1912, Nobth-Wbstsbn Section. 618

No. of PBonr.
1

8ale>
dnriDR the In- w

Boom
Sobeeripttou. |

DMri- Pro- DIatri- Pio-
Yesr. Met

PiD&t.

terest
on ^. Kdaea Chui-

bSSa d^. bou.. docUTe. dend
perl.

W^ tioml table
Pur Pur

Co-opereUre

_ 1

£

poaea. poaa*.
1

£ £ £ £ £ 8. d. £ £ £ 8. d.

10 4 .. 987 7797 1495 163 4 1 10 6
11 10 648 28060 4538 257 4 "
12 10 745 17518 2624 87 1 4 2 6 2
13 378 57 24191 8426 405039 72331 14070 3 8 771 170 98 11 8
14 216 71 12431 4158 286167 48192 7442 3 4| 194
16 4 279 8412 1545 95 3 4 1 8 6
16 194 6490 1463 162
17 "a 197 6238 1172 214 8*6

.. io 6
18 4 2 802 100 7443 1330 120 3 4 19 8
19 a .. 237 10714 289J 219 8 6| 1 13 10
20 22 4 1485 285 28070 5030 988 8 2 08
21 2 119 3111 608 58 3 5\ " '9 6
22 2 156 5648 1069 192 8 8^ 2
23 16

"9
1021 684 26893 4501 491 8 8 "58 '22 4 6 3

24 10 787 18046 3185 441 8 4 69 14 3 7 4

1134 850 71871 21568 1488526 269658 41644 •• •• 9861 877 228 17 7

61 46 4251 9671 108924 19249 8056 8 4 878 78 17 10 10
22670 2461

is
"8

847 406 27441 6656 liie 4*0 8 is 8
8 6 851 230 9687 1881 444 8 1 18 7
60 88 8213 2542 82915 14004 1833 8 804 48 14 IS 5
6 418 12755 2538 844 8 6 2 1 8
6 465 12790 2945 869 4 81 1 15 5
2 184 4627 608 48 2 19 6
60 85 8316 1656 88796 14646 1907 8 287 .49 18 6 8
19 6 1204 810 26825 6672 867 8 8 8
9 2 681 158 12527 1898 110 8 9 2 is 1

7 480 10068 1882 181 8 8 "ar

2
"1

225 79 7290 894 181 2 9 1 i 4

10 2 1004 188 16187 1504 214 1 8 9 10 4
6 2 480 101 12848 1826 180 1 8 8 1 16 6

948 146 17060 9170 460990 78162 10264 •• •• 064 906 64 6

1 7 484 6S60 814 49 1 8 9 I 19 7
2 676 481 57286 ]8igi 1148601 160944 96790 «* 1844 8711 178 4

3 615 248 86H63 11976 680980 00709 U099

|!)
.. 410 686 182 14 10

59 8 8081 966 60088 8070 6S8 110 97 14 19
96 9 1700 989 40406 6069 086 U 41 90 6 4
6 849 76« 1994 86 ,. 8
92 1811 81778 8800 1089 88 109 4 1 9
816 75 18884 4077 888994 41019 4064 i 9| 490 006 168 67 10 6
6 270 0909 786 T8 04 1 9 1 14 8

10 66 io 8409 660 00686 TOO 61 96 18 10 9
11 89 9100 41818 oSb 018 M 86 14 6 4

19 16 1087 940I u 4 8
18 . 19

"4
008 996 1479B 1716 lis ,, .. 90

14 17 1160 8949 800 ,, 09 40 0*4 7
18 12

"1
846 ii? 96700 4800 068 d 90 81 10

16 296 47 16806 9094 999887 41707 54»« 9 V 84 008 1T9 46 18 9



614 RSTUBK OF TbADE, &C., FOB

NAME OF SOCIETY.
No. of
Mem-
bers.

IJ4BILlTi£8. ASSETS.

Share
Capital.

Loans,
includ-
ing any
Over-
draft
from

Re-
serve
Fund.

Value of
Stock

TnSe.

Value of
Land,

Bldings.
Machin-
ery, and
Fixed

Investmerts.
Owinc
to the
Society

lor
Goods.

House
Prop-
erty.

AU
other
Invest-

' Bank.
{

Stock. ments.

SouthYorkshire DxsT.-Con. £ £ £ £ £ . 1 . £
Matlock Bank .

.

750
470
264
671

6500

3625
3474
1230
4900

272fi5

941

si6

7783

863
582
283
620
4014
7169

2107
1256
1406
2550
10218
35690

2884
1258
755

2433
799.5

45030

.. \ 985 456
640
262
1188
442
lias

17
18
19

20
21

22

1300

7664

2389
814
624

20074
57917

Oxcroft
Pilsley
Pontefract
Sheffield and Ecclesall. . .

.

17160
1
109720

Staveley Town 11.52

2881
3141

14344 1196
2125
2933

4768
9676
10484

2928
11123
15769

2904
17331
34666

8227
14088
18818

1273
22

2501
24

25
Stocksbridge 43324 167
Worksop 65108 1076

132541 1466293 61074 74525 873108 515694 335570 597128 37179

Productive Societies:—
Sheffield Cutlery : .

.

56
81

1309
355

150
185

629
10

1486
423

•• •• 525
9

257
254

26
27„ Federated Cutlers

h „ Trade Union Sheep
Shear Manufacturing .

.

66 1750 3481 5097 2217 5702 2409 28

Total 132744 1469707 64840 80261 877234 521396 335670 600066 37690

Wholesale Society- I II

Co-op. Wliolesale Society. 1162 1916151 3853276|i606761 2853038 2035784 4042 2654931 828864 1

Special Society—
Co-operative Insurance

(Manchester) 988 10755 .. 425055 28336 103436 829131 5707 1

Isle of Man—
190
4Q.q

423
4867

261
90

601
2127

140
803

•• 440
2401

459 ! 1

300 1 2Laxey Industrial

„ Old Equitable .... 219 2062 396 1410 195 840 225 8

1

Total 902 7352 747 4138 1138 ' 3681 984

I Societies representing 2,160,191 individual members.

II Including jE876,971 Insurance Fund, but exclusive of 2,000 ordinary shares of £10 each
(paid up) in the Manchester Ship Canal Company ; 7,500 shares of £1 each (paid up) in the
Gilsland Convalescent Home; 5,000 shares of £1 each (paid up) in the British Cotton-Growing
Association ; and Je6,500 (paid up) in the North-Western Co-operative Convalescent Homes
Association. ^^
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„ ?»•<''
1

BaUrteswd l-KOiflT. 1

"^W,^" Waces.
1

Sftles

dorins the
Year.

la-

Net t««rt

Capital
dead
per A.

BOBU
on

BobMflptkna.

l>i«tri- Pro-
buUve. dootre.

Dlstri-
boUTe.

1

Pio-
doetlTe.

Edoea- Chari-
table C<H^prraUT«
For Union.

1
1

pOMft. poaw.

i, £ • . 1 * £ 8. d. £ £ £ £ 8. d.

17 17 2 778 90 12274
j

1019 169 1 7 10 6 3
18 7 502 14523 1845 160 2 9 6 2 7 8
19 6 406 10265 1284 54 2 8 96 18 10 1 7 1

20 15 ,, 1049 ..' 22400 2725 218 2 8 10 8 2 8
21 145 14 7870 750 160705 22066 917 2 8 .. 180
22 810 eS 1 16858 4166 880999

1
42994 5044 2 8 206 840 80 11 6

23 35 .. 1 1876 89769 5719 626 2 6 1.. 73 6 5 14 11

24 56 19 1 8632 974 69968 9139 2159 2 1 ! ..1 62 80 12 11

25 71 9 I 4516 I 260 98820
1

11578 3066 1 10 80 16 18

2819 915 179216 44197 3557948 481354 66400 576 8584 7786 609 18 8

26 40 762 1767 145 64 10
27 .. 84 .. 676 1231 27 .. .. .. .. 10

28 .. .. 16589 1925 .. .. .- .. .-.

9819 980 179216 45625 • 3577485 483451 66464 •• 676 8584 7766 61018 8

III in
1 2868 16948 800868 989258 29782154 706784 98727 4 •• 88 6150 680

B c D
1

1

188 .. 19112 .. 195878 6589 588 2 .. 84 25

4 2 186 86 4111 434 25

>

S
2 18 5 640 255 14783 1960 297 2 11 .. ,, 1

8 7 2 881 99 6710 867 98 2 Hi • • *• 1

24 1166 489 25604 8961 860 .. •• 2

1 1 1 Including Purchasing Depots, Shipping Departmentii, Creamene*. Building Department!, Ac,

V Including Insurance and Sinking Funds. a Inclnding 48 Full-time Agents. c Premloras.

D Ob Members' Premiums.
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SUMMARY OF THE

NAME OF DISTRICT.

i
i

1
o

d

No. of

Mem-
bers.

LIABILITIES. ASSETS.

Share
Capital.

Loans,
includ-
inK any
Over-
draft
from
Bank.

Re-
serve
Fund.

lvalue Of

Value of Land.

stock.

Investments.
Owing
to the
Society

for

Goods.

Hoase
Prop-
erty.

All
other

Invest-
ments.

£ £ £ £ £ £ £ £

No. 1—AlREDALK 46 123294 2100757 128815 115050 524699 805102 462714 792489 80246 1

,, 2—Bolton 3S 95675 1711972 171059 89671 275362 466335 630823 750559

424944

15048

„ 3—Cau)eiu>ai<e 30 42281 923491 57046 50435 216326 266548 184619 59661 3

„ 4—Cheshire and
North Wales .

.

42 85692 591880 82806 75438 195347 888661 78685 204588 11477 4

„ 5—Dewsbury 80 earn) 1114925 58900 39839 185090 310132 275308 543941 28686 6

,, 6—East Yorkshire .

.

19 42341 299399 35941 23373 100528 ) 68488 8916 186685 12298 6

„ 7—Hcddersfield 46 43056 618630 113806 86182 165726 229067 113044 137699 44636 7

„ 8—Macclesfield,
Crewe and Dist. 27 60190 697971 118442 58181 173626 268173 175231 292717 66467 8

,, 9—Manchester 35 132908 2074293 286170 106485 351878 683727 637861 905688 60988 9

„ 10—North-East
Lancashire 37 83344 1555608 292308 67733 298972 566043 749443 449328 95424 10

„ 11—North Lancashire 16 58606 682507 70199 38278 136657 281958 222176 261338 8781 11

„ 12

—

North Lonsdale .

.

16 24566 339061 9447 17555 93035 112844 44277 138098 12002 12

„ 13—Oldham 18 52797 881228 151493 71963 159454 229929 408064 399116 3930 13

„ 14—Rochdale 24 60737 1123648 86640 72904 149324 191179 262951 712072 5465 14

„ 15—ROSSENDALE 15 15020 297135 75676 20919 50408 57269 108973 196241 9657 15

„ 16—South Yorkshire.. 28 182744 1469707 64840 80261 .377284 521896 335670 600066 87690 16

Wholesale Society 1 1162 1916151 3853276 1606761 2853038 2036784 4042 2654991 828864 17

Insurance Society (Man-
chester) 1 988 10755 426055 28336 108486 829131 5707 18

8 902 7862 •• 747 4188 1138 8681 984

1262646

19

Totals, 1912 466 11148.'i8 18416470 5541864 2895780 6310882 7552099 4791133 1018S217

Totals, 1911 466 1071217 17602649 5265458 2690400 6132382 7388550 4651193 9079008 1404746

Increase 43116 818821 276406 205880 178450 163549 189940 1054209

Decrease 142099

=^
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NORTH-WESTERN SECTION.

No. of
Salaries and

Wage..

SalM

pBonr.

Profit. Shara
1 Capital.

An'nt SaWripUooa.

Diatrl- Pio-
doetre.

Dtatri-
bntiTe.

Pro-
doetiTa.

BoDoa

wSSea.

Kdoea-

poM.

Chart.

^^ss*-

£ £ * £ £ £ M £ 4 s. d.

am 1653 171952 95427 3658725 560000 75887 84 2948 9086 618 4 8

2376 861 148719 579H3 2908121 602727 60925 6452 1700 297 15 2

785 915 46387 56440 2146185 252191 86825 691 1667 664 219 19 2

2106 489 113573 28221 2082841 271964 22929 978 9008 916 888 8U
nil 495 70302 29634 1721584 806322 40068 .. 8099 1184 801 14 2

888 238 46385 15427 943606 127961 19868 1161 1600 461 191 4 6

768 581 50600 88584 1592414 288706 94499 1146 941 600 196 1 5

1841 788 75862 44442 1735192 267014 27098 698 2190 979 992 15 4

8140 1818 183086 128052 3818706 606184 89088 2855 5714 9494 680 12

1848 1564 110619 96660 2882636 488567 69861 704 6769 1496 401 5 7

968 468 62904 82978 U64459 188498 95491 .. 9191 400 267 8 4

562 189 80931 10662 726918 110486 14502 4 954 409 199 4 8

1207 428 76310 22882 1688166 990824 88868 .« 6148 1017 987 17 6

1184 860 71871 21568 1488696 960666 41644 .. 9861 877 998 17 7

948 146 17068 8179 460990 78162 10264 .. 964 900 04 5

9819 989 179916 46626 3677486 488461 66464 670 8604 7765 610 18 8

9816 16948 809868 969268 29782164 706784 98797 •• 88 5150 680

18 188 19112 .. 196878 6689 688 .. 84 •r>

19 94 9 1166 489 26604 8961 860 •• ••

-.
97818 98868 1780967 1717806 69498674 0746189 199901 laoT 48180 6000 6 10

98916 27489 1674890 1602124 68899866 6698481 094616 Ton 49919 96181 4918 9 9

1808 1886 106187 116889 8094019 916078 00006 .. ,. 9006 1409 17 1

•• •• •• •• •• •• 100 1088 ••



618 Retuiin Q¥ Trade, &c., for

SCOTTISH

RETURN OF TRADE, &c., of Co-operative Societies in the Counties of Aber-

DuMFRiEs, Edinburgh, Elgik, Fife, Forfar, Haddington, Inverness,

Roxburgh, Selkirk, and Stirling, for 1912,

a These particulars are taken from our last year's return, h These particulars are taken

this office or

NAME OF SOCIETY.

No. 1

—

Ayrshire Distric*
Ardrossan
Auchinleck
Beith .

Campbeltown
Carrick (Maybole)
Carronbridge
Catrine
Creetown
Crosshouse (Kilmarnock;
Dalbeattie
Dalmellington .

.

Dairy
Darvel
Dreghorn (Irvine) . . .

.

Dumfries & Maxwelltown,.
Fergushill
Gateton
Glenbuck
Hurlford
Irvine and Fullarton. .

.

Kilbirnie
Kilmarnock Equitable

.

Kilwinning
Kirkconnel
Largs .

Mauchline
6Millport
Muirkirk
New Cumnock
Newmilns
Old Cumnock
Patna
Stevenston
Troon
Wigtown

No. of
Mem-
bers.

liabilities. ASSETS.

Share
Capital.

Loans,
includ-
ing any
Over-
draft
from
Bank.

Re-
serve
Fund.

Value of

Stock
in

Trade.

Value of
Land,

BldinRs,
Machin-
ery, and
Fixed
Stock.

InvestmertE. Owinp
to the
Society

for
Goods.

Total

1181
762
784
421
740
183
701
93

385
534
1047
666

2130
160

1202
110

1561

117
572
100
649
584
1112

1110
927
134

8795
11288
4571
6272
926

14002
367

5751

32031
15776

2513
28492
2073

11555

14286
975

27469
3885
7345
17571
20064
1088

6551
3899
7041
352

1111
107
110
360
232
200
80

818
4608

84
4220

11

1625
40

821
2833
2658
3308
2018
400
747
484
817

3800
284

12070
355
118

9597
2799
350

73893

1614
741
1661
817
655
172
898
50

976
66

484
251

1266
161

2549
200
948
924

8449
4884
1349

71
103
642
49

1062

280
520
2014
1325

£

4227
48C0
2820
1422
2489
529

8063
151

2206
244

1707
1971
5100
2224

26141
4121
361
284
1842
183

2423
2628
7434

507

110844

9110
4221
4123

2428
424

6737
490

20.56

1965
9602
8391
8769
461

8647

9402
4857
11952

9084
3

401
947
28

8806

1739
78a5
9878

208767

1727

440

1201

4713

5508
18981
5484

760

1383

17
1680

49778

2614
5050

11047
785
1683
881

8799
422

6627
397

3179
8605
19377
7115
14025
1760

21204
2479
5822
9297
11733

685
327

8844
1130
8864
1311

20078
4034
4466

17084
10682

575

£

8213
1345
1492
475
884
125

1239
37

852
75

1125
370
1977
208

2632
81

2006

664
142

2766
1220
486
184
190

1211

7i7
811
3968
226

702
247

26
I 27
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SECTION.

DEEN, Argyle, Ayr, Banff, Bute, Caithness, Clackmannan, Dumbarton,

Kincardine, Kinross, Lanark, Linlithgow, Peebles, Perth, Renfrew,

arranged in their respective Conference Districts.

from the Registrar's Return for 1911. c These societies have not made a return either to

the Registrar.

No. of SaUricsand PBOFIT.
Ejiipio

Dec
ve« on
Slut.

Wages.

Sales
1 1

Siil^*4

Distrl- Pro- Diatri- Pro-

daring the
Yeur. Net

Profit.

In-
terest

Aver-
Bonn*

BOOaCn^mwa.

Ednea Cbari-
bauTe. dnetw bnUve. daetiTe Sbare

Capita
dend
POT*.

Wage..
"ffi?

tablo
Pur

Co^Mrativ*
unton.

—
' pOM. posaa.

£ £ £ £ £ 8. d. £ £ £ £ t. d.

1 11 1684 865 36194 5241 825 9 9 18 6
2 J5 1484 1869 85780 6240 1 400 3 3 71 8 ie 7
:i 7 968 671 27514 4459

!
454 3 Hi 68 81 8 14 9

i 10 498 12289 1820
i 217 3 4 80 2 4 1

5 27 ii 1404 701 24187 3122 322 3 6 86 16 3 )3 11
6 6 . 182 3835 542 53 2 6
7 16 17 700 6i7 17808 &'S41 501 3 1! .. '25 'i8 8 '8 3
8 3 162 2991 478 :

16 8 01 .. 9 9 10
9 18 *i6 1053 1146 27191 4826

,
390 8 1 '64 89 8 8 6

10 8 131 2583 214
1

18 1 6 1 ..

11 16 • 648 808 14981 2«08 ! 333 2 9i| ..
*91 9 '6 1

12 16 8 809 488 18440 2972 1 281 2 8 f 84 90 3 7 6
IS 96 90 1611 1249 89565 7894 906

1.^
82 49 5 10 4

M 18 16 1011 869 34608 8949 606 48 66 3 7 6
15 .67 99 2863 1099 63681 11479 918 8 6 5 10 11 1 10
16 6 8 286 160 6879 1124 103 8 17
17 80 97 2189 1946 68141 9751 1070 8 1 :: 6 3 6
18 3 118 5147 926 81 8 84 9
HI 23 'is 1497 1269 86800 6378 607 8 Ci 12 , 98

!

4 ii 1

2r) 27 H 1890 10h9 88766 4784 178 8 116 90 4 1

Jl r.7 88 8806 9986 76460 12441 960 8 1) 41 106 8 1

i« U4 11781 7786 249633 88191 6108 9 1| ,, 040 678 41 4 3
19 1831

110
1310 44106

3120
7064
871

996
91

8 0^

9 6
•• 60 09 4 6

8 ,. 107 218R 966 19 9
'6

.. ,.

IS 4 681 285 •13047
,

9861 661 8 9 .. ,, 68 8 6
3065 1 916 ,,

*t9 'is iiss HJH 81187 6878 866 8 "91 ,, 94 60 8 '8 1

19 90 •711 781 10238 9416 908 9 ? ,, 91 19 3 16 6
84 99 1910 1719 44060 9961 978 8 ,. 78 6 16

8 ,, 499 19888 100 8 1 ,, ,, 7 ,,

U 4 608 969 8V» 847 1 ,, ,, 17 ,

SB 16 18B6 low ^& 7496 910 8 01 ,, ,. 116 6 9 6
M IB 1« 1007 1908 84604 6046 010 8 y ,, 08 91 4 18 9
36 4 1 916 78 4068 898 49 lU 18

980 608 47979 9vm 1084001 174061 16018 .. 04 971 1610 189 6 11

« 18 month 1.



Return of Trade, &c., for

NAME OF SOCIETY.
No. of
Mem-
bers.

LIABIUTIES. ASSETS.

Share
Capital.

Loans,
iJicliid-

inR any
Over-
draft
from
Bank.

Re-
serve
Fund.

Value of
Stock
in

Trade.

Value of
Land,

Bldings,
Machfn-
ery, and
Fixed
Stock.

Investmerts.
Owlnc
to the
Soclecy

for
aoods.

House
Prop-
erty.

All
other
Invest-
merts.

No. 2— B0RDKHCk>Xn(TIEBDl8.
Earlston
Galashiels United
Hawick
Innerleithen
Jedburgh
Kelso
Langholm
Peebles
Riccarton Junction ...

Selkirk ,

Walkerburn

Total 11217

2367
4346
501

i

842
416
572
851
65

No. 8—Centhal District—
Auchinheath
Bellshill and Mossend . .

.

Blantyre
Burnbank
Calderbank
Carluke

aCarstairs Junction
Chapelhall
Chapelton
Clarkston
Cleland
Coalburn
Coatbridge
Crofthead
Ualziel (Motherwell) .

.

Darngavii
Douglas Provident ....

., Water
Dykehead and Shotts .

.

6Forth Provident
Glenboig
Glengowan
Glespin
aGreengairs
Hamilton—Central

,, Palace Colliery.
Lanark
Larkhall

„ Victualling
5Law
Leadhills
Leavenseat
Moffat Mills
Newarthill
Newmains&Carabusnethan
Overtown .....

^Plains
Strathaven
vVanlockhead
Wishaw

891
1899
1430
1540
825
1081
837
664
75
178
522
1184
6923
912
7967
100
217
225
1570

8
295
206
48
108

2640
440
1862
1340
1387
aei
156
45
111

876
1041
2H5
158
435
.303

2856

1344
470O4
62208

8321
4627
17206
536

22449
6135

176005

41816

80575
17285
4626
881

14590
1368
9812
291
1088
4588
11805
164189
26763
15241
615
1978
2478
81783

604
878
962

84982
8185

80721
25059
12373
2701
737
118
514

4619
14013
6617
212

8655
4267

43792

567
6886
7878
1790
1082
674
1492
2278

82560

585460

685
3888
4301
20274
4915
1118
4977
1547

10
516
1770
5914
2581
347

165058
150

480
2681

25
130

8705
4782
1283
2771
30627
6458

1887
120
398
303

2379
7776
50

8426

5725
1408

55
493

1931

19
2847
1147

16510

563
2116
2309
2446
1090
570

935
114
153
400

617

44

262
2256

i54
188
44

122
8121
648
576

1401
1388
234
226
123
183
239
858
245
92

716
250

6457

726
10926
18964
8620
1853
853
2372
5660
815

7692

56007

2221
5625
5279
5009
923
8729
1872
3221
200
430
1690
6293
81190
4500

£

1375
26046
15409
2249
3036
1694
2494
9486

13204

78276

249
596
1165
4576

Lii9
691
248
449

10542
2051
5009
6106
6966
1157
549
1H6
438
1647
3305
1623
496
1652
963

8249

156891

19454
11935
9178
1186
5739
1490
3717

62
797
3939
7241
32842
3649

22(21
71

2098
1609
14489

2702
440

71
28006
1554

12116
6380
7184
1183
386

1

812
1529
6798
1908
506

1.570

1588
20813

1150
5570
1686

£

524

8406

728

31000
2938
22191

874

47313
4806
993
1757
3343
7951
836

11970
4997

106650

811
18501
8353
15423
4158
7902
2685
5660
287
771
1421
5071

238007

250

19334
136096

699
591
1149

21141

1463
3153
250
756

15110
6165
18397
16196
27615
7051
424
478
1252
2509
5443
3175
1681
8442
2224

23871

16576

60914
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No. of Salaries and PRonr.
"="&> e«s on

Sldt-
Wage*.

SalM
during the

Year.

In. Arer-

Net ^'^ >• Boaw
00

SabKilptioiu. 1

Dtetrl- Pio- Diatrl- PrO' Edoea- Chart.

baUTfc dnetT*. boure. dncUre.
"°"'- Share dMd

Capttal per 4.

!

Waeefc UomU
Pnr-

tabU
Par """^SS^

£ £ S * £ a. d. £ £ £ £ ». d.

1 6 8 396 160 0976 698 80 9 9 9 1 1 6
2 79 86 5107 3413 98171 16794 1856 8 1 'i8 46 13 a 3

180 79 78a6 4956 165541 85147 3679 4 [[ 68 96 33 7 7
aft 13 1244 685 96699 5135 360 3 8 16 8 3 9 8
8 8 874 179 6666 503 113 1 6 1 13 10
8 4 844 394 8079 1054 136 2 8 1 17 6
15 7 945 551 34380 4605 338

3 loj

"5 "5
3 18 6

48 13 saia 858 89083 6970 660 97 33 4 8
a 134 3865 345 83 8 10

10 56 SB 8019 1683 56804 13944 1887 3 4 [\ i5 89 6 *i 3
11 18 13 948 907 34900

457635

4874 848 8 9 " 37 1 13 9

404 345 33484 18637 88053 7481 9 149 848 56 16 8

19 8 685 483 17607 3660 89 8 3 3 4

a 65 84 8914 3170 95854 16010 1895 8 80 845 9 6
8 65 38 8118 1593 68980 11038 707 8 78 110 7
4 66 36 8216 1104 78696 11473 190 2 Hi

3 l\

157 189 7 11

5 8 3 584 145 18068 3236 88 16
6 34 14 1637 880 41810 6463 536 3

"8
80 6 '4 3

7 8 19 669 677 15090 2428 60 8 li
8 35 1450 81463 5686 447 3 88 " 3 9 4

9 3 91 1680 903 10 2 9
10 4 318 8179 1414 89 3 53 *i5

"4
11 18 18 848 860 38185 8470 180 8 10i

"5
3 is

12 40 87 3113 9064 55596 8656 608 3 11 '96 5 13 7
18 847 168 16857 9486 884960 62028 6198 8 3| 668 980 88 8 8
U 35 17 168a 1149 47338 8771 1064 8 4 86 86 4 6 6
15 887 175 19180 10075 874181 78R41 788

ist
900 906 86 19

16 8 171 5314 948 11 9
17 6

"4
811 978 8113 998 58 3 8 ]] ,, 1 1 i

IH 7 4 602 808 11784 1697 116 8 7 ,. 11 1 8 4
19 69 84 8103 3309 80876 17646 1880 8 8 60 119 7 19 3
ao _, 48
21 io

"5
684 836 18648 9090 i98 8 104 .. 88

,'

23 8 496 18904 9133 37 8 6^ M ^, 6 1 8
23 1 109 [', 3191 388 14 a l\ f • 6 8
24 8 ., 388 6771 1847 48 4 0' 7
26 96 60 4875 1684 106696 16619 1488 8 ioi 166 11 i6 10
2A 16 970 87491 6486 184 810 10 9 5
27 41 'i9 3183 1069 58886 8097 1978 8 iso 49 6 17 7
28 49 80 3717 1078 68664 10000 1160 8 87 49 6 16 6
28 46 48 8904 3486 70610 18406 940 8 7 80 46 ,,

80 17988 9608 .*]

31
"4

161 .. 7068 1197 'oo • 4 ,,
"9

aa 1 " 100 ,^ 1780 960 6 8 10 ^^ 98 '5

:w 8 181 6146 1071 100 8 8 ,, 8 11

M 11 9 794 i94 17881 9010 900 9 10 51 1 19 8
;» 81 19 9000 1476 087 8 6 88 48 6 8
.S6 10 680 14908 9668 m 8 t .. 10 1 9
:n 7810 1480
m is

**6
696 987 18870 3188 870 9 7» "o 84 9 4 10

39 6 887 8600 1610 140 8 0'
,,

40 88 as 4710 8060 116160 81478 1797 8 6 M7 iM 18 14

1647 813 84079 45196 1040081 844817 91888 61— ion 180 If 4



622 Return of Trade, &c., for

N.\ME OF SOCIETY.
No. Of
Mem-
bers.

UABILITIES. ASSETS.

Share
Capital.

Loans,
includ-
iUR any

draft
from
Bank.

Re-
serve
Fund.

Value of

Stock
in

Trade.

Value of

Land.
Dldinfis.
Machin
ery, and
/ised
Stock.

Investments.
OwhiK
to the
Societv

for"
Goods.

Central District—Con.
Productive Societies :

—

ChapelhallFed'ratedBaking
aHamilton Baking

Total

No. 4—East of Scotland D,
Armadale
Bathgate
Bonnyrigg
Broxburn
Dalkeith
Edinburgh St. Cuthbert's.,
Gavieside
Gorebridge
Haddington
Hillwood
Juniper Green
Leith
Musselburgh & Fisherrow
Penicuik
Portobello
Prestonpans
Rosewell

^Springfield
Tranent
West Barns
West Benhar
West Calder

Productive Society

:

Edinburgh Printing

Total

No. 5—Falkirk District—
Banton
Bo'ness
Bonnybridge
Camelon
Carron
bCarronhall and Kinnaird..
Condorrat
Cumbernauld
Denny and Dunipace .

Grahamston and Bainsford
Grangemouth
Kilsyth
Larbert .

Laurieston
liongcroft
Redding
Skinflats
Slam^nnan
Stenhousmuir Equitable

41381

1190
3153
499

13-19

1082
4-2566

66
1318
1204
1332
802

6615
3790
2054
934
720

607
1523
5493

79181

157

61
1824
1088
1479
412
163
275
802
1005
2940
1426
1292
641

195
962
891

18925

5553

641902

31688
59819
11021
13004
24651

669314
774

26977
13565
15771
17004
77911
73538
43567

6416
488
377

1620
27890
111121

1282737

10000

1292737

472
27782
19375
26652
5590
1806
1333
2223
20766

10499
16678
6043
9060

81826
9209
2348
15902

834971

7880
19149

20

4165
128

40
1100
2133
5207

8619
2945
814
1221

6538
2185

99199

108000

6974
3937
739
54

78
1942
6042
1969
2265
1171
111

2787
653
102

17428
150

661
1595

3136
1641
987
1360
1630

17356!!

270
2046
2411
1940
8002
6625
16438
4800
1058
3327
770
20

10693
109
945

16549

3000

256226

1588
1754
460
375
320
343

2305
2814
2651
666
505
197

887
4276
400

1571
479

1173

246443

4045
10585
2887
6862
3574

119008
290

6488
4550
4185
4035

17920
9284

1637
204

14728
1296
5942

23658

270708

271274

134

8801
2114
1146
611
848

4516
13682
7080
5133
3295
1209
2800
8224
468

5060
2392

2974
10462

5201
15158
2071
10416
6996

160122

7884
8149
6408
5813
49752
36508
19566
10674
6360
25
15

2.5337

2160
5705

26613

409428

14283

423711

142
2779
7508
14443

247
860
4613

22287
11996
7116
6941
1427
2666
280
16

804
7703

95000

4192

102616

1500
2280

15640
317
5875

3000

168497

1600

169997

18384

4466

2000

1850

eo2i
13741

61440

25066
26914
9536
2160
18465

654760
805

15412
6439
14087
13464
41694
49633
23832
6566
5779
1002
432

15756
1286

18400
86878

1035785

674

856
8418
10384
13156
3441
1774
1266
1471
13229
19154
15631
5148
9233
3731
5918

78919
9618
17758
7846

225876

1152

2447
27:^8

5.3304

163
3303
ia52
2030
1895
5274
14300
3687
1643
1880

77
110

4419
389
1012
9101

113868

119166

105
rfl541

440
2694

404

99
746

2978
4201

1291
103
900
1320
7626
312

1320
476

27885

d Hire purchase only. h Societies.
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»o.ol SiU«riea«ad
Wage

PBOFIT. 1

SalM
darloiithe

Tew.

In-

Net »««t
^^^ sSre

Cftpttel
(teDd Wmm.Distri-

boUT*. JS^.
Dtatrl- Pro-
boUre. docUrc.

Edocft-

ffi'^j"«xr-

- 1
Vo^ PQMt.1

£ X £ £ £ . d. £ £ £ £ 8. d.

41 80 2640 26071 4419 419 16 10
42 • • 67 5122 42808 3864 279 1 •• 40 9

1547 909 84679 52887 2008060 852100 22536 •• 07 9083 1977 186 10 4

I 42 30 2821 2083 66975 14892 1056 3 111
3 111

72 88 6 19 9
a 92 56 5030 3125 130931 29190 9056 44 116 16 19 8
t 17 14 794 627 19077 3577 892 3 5 2 12

4 67 85 8508 1898 59297 10976 622 3 64 26 10 6 17 6
5 80 29 1526 1337 42558 9354 769 4 2

6 1684 865 93185 52766 1676805 400600 23229 4 4 653 916 217

7 2 121 2700 552 28 4 6 R
8 49 44 2643 2461 71112 16208 876 4 4 80 6 8 8
9 88 27 1891 1157 46017 8113 521 8 8 63 1 8
10 68 16 1367 2518 57717 18149 549 4 0| 8 ..

11 86 28 1915 1841 41169 9452 604 4 2 29 30 4 10

12 235 140 12938 7492 240034 50798 8706 4 100 218 84 9
IB 169 106 10231 6268 229666 50427 2165 4 ^ . 41 78 18 11 1

14 88 50 4223 2795 100097 21290 1635 4 . 86 92 10 18 11

15 84 19 1758 1448 43216 9229 576 4 15 4 17 4

1A y6 14 1483 989 35918 7705 194 4 4j 11 18 8 16

17 9 8 781 219 18118 3190 82 4 36
IS 8 130 8648 731 8 4 7 .

19 78 77 4448 8656 116644 23018 1219 4 2 . 29 11 19 11 10

20 11 7 544 866 13463 1909 64 3 2 . 8 2 9

21 47 27 2758 1864 80450 16444 1317 3 93 130 7 12 4

22 216 118 19694 6712 279679 64404 8011 4 • i86 638 37 15 11

8011 1096 166289 101167 8874786 766208 46822 •• •• 1076 9886 888 1 4

28 ^_ 101 .. 6789 11478 847 800

..

106 .. 18 1 6

8015 1796 166289 106056 8886269 766060 46123 100 low S048 880 4

1 09 9648 620 19 8 10 8
49 88 2869 2869 70912 12697 1004 8 4) 8 38 8 10 8
62 98 9784 •1090 00640 10020 925 8 90 80 6 13 7
60 86 8904 9061 71122 11121 923 2 104 90 80 7 10 7
16 9 942 600 19691 8008 906 2 1? .. 40 3 6

7196 1040 • • •

6 938 19099 3684 61 4 8 10

4 904 19442 8901 89 8 Of 10 11 1 10 8
40 90 9621 1648 09188 9419 968 3 101 114 6 8 4

119 46 0077 2101 197079 16000 1600 3 6] 74 149 14 10

46 80 9000 9806 64840 8470 1316 8 ? 07 79 7 4

87 90 1816 944 19889 400 8 111 .. 19 6 18 8
29 8 1188 788 80000 4006 704 9 10 80 6
10 8 629 210 14004 388S 913 »

A<
.. 4 ..

22 12 919 980 87179 7848 490 8 , 15 4 9 4

71 96 4261 9964 168980 86069 978S 4 4 If m ,,

4 186 7801 1909 480 • n It 10 8
88 29 9104 laoo 40901 9840 111 8 r 18 44 4 3
87 17 1996 884 89948 6118 NO « n 88 4f 4 19

027 808 84660 19904 801766 1A06O4 19148 •• am 800 77



624 Return of Trade, &c., for

NAME OF SOCIETY.
No. of
Mem-
bers.

LIABILITIES.

Share
CapiUl

Loans,
inclnd-
InR any
Over-
draft
from
Bank.

Re-
serve
Fund

[value of

Value olL^"'*'

Trade. |"^;.,-d

Stock.

House
Prop-
erty.

All
other
Invest-
ments.

Owing
to the
Society

(or
Goods.

F.\LKiRK District— Con.
Productive Societies :-

Bain sford AGrahain st'n 1

bCarronshore Baking . .

.

Stenhousmuir Baking .

Total

No. 6- Fife & Kinross Dis.
Anstruther
Auchtermuchty
aBuckhaven
Burntisland
Coaltown of Wemyss . .

.

Cowdenbeath
Cupar (Fife)

Dunfermline
Dysart
East Wemyss
6Edenvale
f)Falkland
bFreuchie Equitable
^Gallatown
Guardbridge
Kelty
Kettle
Kingseat
Kinross and Vicinity
Lassodie
Leslie

„ and District
Leven (Reform)
Lochgelly ...

Markincii
Methil
Newburgh and District .

.

Pathhead and Sinclairtown
St. Andrews
Townhiil
West Wemyss

Productive Societies :—
Burntisland Bread
Kettle Baking
Newburgh & Mount Plea
sant Baking

Total

No. 7—Glasgow & Suburbs—
Anniesland
AvonVjank (Rutherglen) ..

Blaudardie
Bridgeton Old Victualling
Cadder



1912, ScornsH Section 625

Mo.o( SaUiIm And PROHT.E«^an OB
Hat.

W.^
Sales

DiMrl. Pro- Diatri- Pro-

during tbe
Yew. Net

Proflt.

la.
tereat

Aw-
BOBW

Bnliunpuua.. 1

Kdnemr Owl.
battn. dobtn. battn. doetlTe. 81»n

Captul
dnd
P««.

Watn. ttoua
Pur. SSf^XS- 1

poM*. pOMIk

i £ £ £ £ s. d. £ £ £ £ • d.

20 67 6154 48961 8480 1035 a 4 90 48 10
'il 8066 800
23 " 18 •• 1382 13936 3389 866 8 9 .. 83 14 6 10

M7 888 84550 96440 932907 168172 14144 •• 668 859 92 16 6

3 108 1950 316 38 9 8 8 4
'i 18 8 652 167 18048 1605 186 9 10 2 6
8 48 44 3713 2571 79991 17419 878 4 3 50 9 8 6
4 ao 4 1088 437 20440 3485 8TO 3 6 87 20 3 4 4
5 6 3 292 180 9877 3394 352 4 5 10 1 3
6 64 44 8891 21S0 76086 14170 1935 8 10) 67 76 8 3 4
7 8 4 297 276 9265 1582 97 8 V 8 1 1 19 6
8 960 183 18403 10949 810696 60155 4660 3 5| 352 225 40 7 7
9 48 16 1780 1359 53647 10626 741 4 4 22 50 6 5 5
10 S3 8 1182 694 30679 6427 (382 4 6 .. 10 9 19 1

11 ,. ,

,

,, 1023 25
U ., .. .. 3104 437 ..

18 .. .. 1882 117 ,, ,,

U . 14906 3072
16 IB 8 616 470 22296 4953 279 4 ,. 12 3 5
16 76 67 4547 8650 105213 18987 2000 3 8 166 10 1 2
17 6 3 237 60 4675 880 41 8 8 1 1 6 5
18 6 8 818 188 8418 1664 69 3 7f 8 19 r>

19 5 198 7799 1748 88 3 9 ..

ao 6 891 13861 2774 129 3 11 90 1 8
21 8 178 5964 1555 170 4 9 8
23 29 i? 1519 881 42492 12366 995 4 6 18 98 6 12 6
f8 60 46 2446 2767 74484 16280 1148 4 3 96 87 8 11 10
24 106 TO 6087 4875 150888 26869 1761 8 187 66 15 1 9
25 61 48 8886 3149 88701 21781 1498 8 4 74 9 8 4
26 88 81 1876 1450 48860 8844 796 4 6 96 29 4 8 4

27 4 1 205 78 6151 908 97 8 8 4 1 8
98 ISO 66 6900 8431 186686 26949 9899 8 9 149 11 19 9 6
29 10 6 407 360 0666 1948 84 8 6 .. 90 6 1 16 R
ao 90 11 1144 793 96680 4849 838 8 8 46 ,, 8 1 6
31 7 3 819 179 11938 9881 846 4 9 •• 9 1 T 9

1049 66B 56661 89497 1884729 975874 91290 .• 1184 641 160 17 4

83 6 860 9896 860 66
88 .. 10 .. 641 6197 988 74 8 1» .. 1 9 16 6

84 .. 4 .. 986 1749 188 96 .. .. .. ..

1049 667 66661 40794 laesooi 977469 81864 •• •• 1184 049 168 18 10

99 1890 8666 86 9 6 49 16 t 14 9
68 .. 8647 mm 10460 7M tio 100 96 Oil 7
1 109 . «UB 460 18 8 ., ,

,

,,

88 19 9667 996 14160 8 10 ,, IS ,.

19 1194 9W14 8078 114 9 6 •• • f t 4

42



62G Return of Trade, &c., for

NAME OF SOCIETY.

LIABILITIES.

No. of
Mem-
bers. Share

Capital.

Glasgow & SuBtmBs—Con.
\ Cambuslang
cChryston
Clydebank
Cowlairs
Dalmuir
Dumbarton Equitable

\

Duntocher and Hardgate
East Kilbride
Gilbertfield
Glasgow-Drap'yA Furnish.

,, Eastern
„ KinningPark
,, London Road ..

,, Progress
,. St. George
„ St. Rollox

Hallside
Kirkintilloch
Lennox (Dumbarton) ,

.

aLennoxtown
Milngavie
Newton
6Rutherglen Vict'll'gA B'kg
Shettleston
Stonefield
Tollcross
Uddingston
Vale of Leven (Alexandria)

Special Society :

—

fcScottisb Guild of Handi
craft

Productive Societies :

—

Glasgow—Civic Press
„ Scottish Newsp'r
„ United Baking ,

.

Total

No. 8—Perth, Forfar and
Aberdeen District—
Aberdeen Northern
Aberuthven
Arbroath Equitable

,, Friendly Coal .

„ High Street
a „ West Port
Auchterarder Feus

,, Provident ..

«Banchory
Blairgowrie
Brechin Equitable

,, United Association

1627

6267
8347
663

3180
280
180
673

2688
8121
17462
2372
2534
14523
3439
212
1607
2095
397
550
279

410
1241
1723
4332

95149

95172

200
57
192

17911
79

1428
2521
1712
2107
236
200
433
328

2119
1()76

£

19211

3769
75375
1553
1870
5238

42181
204733
3546
24738
36155

Loam,
includ-
ing any
Over-
draft
from
Bank.

£

6448

33i56
25268
13128
29908
1619
733

7096
69721
45742

Re-

1720

16949
5129
7489
2446
266

41314

5835

430

900111

1484
166

182312

1084073

162692
118

18261
2300
18784
17086
3055
1787
700
1073

28674
14792

8367
2643

151120
11010

40
249
4609
2242
427

2594

1421

20095

559277

1861

661138

964
169

796735

18885

170
672a

300

500
847

1782

73il
16867

3657
156
459
876

9162
1728

776
16562
2715
826
1580
1435
228
781
327
178

6363
1002
1330
2536
7544

Value of
stock

in

Trade.

31135
24792
2711

20340
788
434
1820

32585
19721
54743
2608
6501

55832
5426
351
5632
7236
1545
1333
468
332

10114
1773
4097
6759
18781

114882

114882

150
71975

187959

12420
107

1047
1.090

428

i58
157
807
233
901

Value of
Land,

BIdines,
Machin
ery, and
Fixed
Stoi-k.

£

17014

Investments.

189

4li67

374482

86371
106

5709
491

8810
7017
929
872
720
6.30

7592

29445
12155
18548
1304
1700
3390

61865
19271
93284
4561
3115
88440
19250

19
8466
9446
3356
3290
2148
1227

20440

25452

136

518802

1498

124409

1009
14041
8744
760
327
1542
1180
7465
3592

15167

14660

3795

7O0O
4098
18414

85129

House „,^"
Pr.>n. other

Yn^- Invest-
''

I nicnts.

8761

36860
74959
1785

71198
1227
1103

10027
28084
36524
L58391
8124
16586
78807
13680
2046
18797
7668
3914
4584
2718
2172
54408
1002
7334
18833
46347

Owing
to the
Society

for

Goods.

85129

7578

92707

1574
600

4919
20OO

741782

1129

742911

1170
205827

40788
246

5267
1171
5966
5424
946
f69

12816
3756

9750
113.38

1605
4387
645
430

2
2944
5569
5216
804
2470
6559
2063
198
48

4a59
1499
993
212

472
801

558

1527
469

12671

1183
67

1648
2416
1967
812
223
429
77

408
2391
2770
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No.o( SaUriH and PBOriT

1
1

Sales
durinit the

Year.

In.

Ket terwt

Caplul

Aw.

dend
per*.

BoBoa
on

Wage,.

8ah«!r<ptioaa. |

DUtri-
buUTe.

Pro-
ioctve.

DJ«tri. Pro-
buUve. docilve.

EdaeA-i Chart!
tioaal table i

Pur. For
1

CoopcraUva
Union.

-- 1 1
P0--.1P0-..I

£ £ £ £ £ B. d. £ £ £ 1 s. d.

6
7
8

66 36 2830 1186 62148 m, 850 3 10 40 67 8 4 8

849 go 16406 5ii7 279687 88445 3287 3 4*
* • m 918 99 ii 3

9 580 110 21239 6066 399934 43420 4696 2 8 560 8S3 42 9 7
10 43 2 1318 129 26067 8034 128 2 4 11 10 8 4 H
11 154 75 7277 3654 130148 22147 2924 2 114

2 7|

**.

194 180 16 10

IS 12 8 772 307 14348 3048 44 14 11 1 10 3
13 5 262 6063 872 77 2 7 6 18 9
U 27 1580 39861 6787 446 3 2 *57 44 8 5 11

15 187 2i9 9275 11073 162029 8684 2180 2 8 li86 167 14

16 809 49 16500 2834 240154 36926 1688 1 lU 1802 383 29J 41 18 8

17 826 115 89578 7541 537180 70086 8850 2 4590 924 9-8 86 18 4

18 58 2916 53586 6882 430 3 6 236 97 78 11 16 4

19 44 26 8040 2008 77577 2363 1043 78 11 15

20 795 115 88971 7480 476931 54000 1780 3'0 4343 1044 950 72
21 156 11 7180 601 94890 9982 765 3 1 180 96 17 14

22 8 568 12716 1787 73 2 ^ 5 18 1 2

23 67 41 3124 2074 67131 10780 1360 2 10 47 142 8 14

24 106 14 3199 1192 68968 15512 513 3 61 "* 19
25 9 3 663 235 19133 2490 230 2 7 [[ 10 9i 9
26 22 " 1234 23696 8787 210 2 10 148 88 90 9 15 9
27 10 596 14060 1870 120 2 8 8 18 1 8 8
28 15115 2586

29 245 85 9386 1962 179561 28651 18^3 2*ioi 802 iOB 26 9 11

30 15 4 540 274 19238 8427 113 8 8 18 9 8
81 51 15 2748 540 49035 7063 241 2 9i M 44 6 8 4

82 71 87 4144 1686 86997 13041 ••85 2 Vt 85 8 17 8
88 158 108 8769 5997

62874"

188610 38782 8432 8 IJ 090 809 906 91 4 10

4515 1105 212906 8480299 461656 87987 •• 13866 4880 8011 454 19 11

34 .. .. 1139 .. .. ..

4616 1106 213906 62874 3481488 461656 87987 •• 19866 4880 8011 464 19 11

3.-. 26 1960 4214 690 1 1

:jf. 9 367 3773 ICO
"8 "a 94 1

M • • 1999 .. 92260 686787 63879 8846 1*6 6864 661 7SB 96

4616 9496 919006 167461 4125213 694766 46840 19790 6404 flf758 481 18 11

876 809 4668B 96110 748580 114000 7467 8 4f 488 06 1 4

1 60 9719 070 6 8 9 ,. .

81 98 1489 1240 87044 6001 878 9 11 .. 46 7 14 2

10 941 8894 1104 66 9 6 9 16

09 *48 9467 1991 40610 79BI OBI 9 8 17 49 9 7 7

84 88 1756 1908 48078 6400 640 9 9 88 • •

4 211 6968 818 UO 9 e 11 •

.

6 ]\ 889 [[ 4404 664 96 > 7i ., 8
8

"%
944 1006 176 90 ,. ,

.

8 8 806 981 1606 60 i "l .. ..

40 88 loao 17W 49478 7800 948 n 80 10 10 6
22 99 1967 1594 27489 4168 4B4 9 9 'si •• 16 ••



G28 Return op Trade, &c., for

NAME OF SOCIETY.

LIABILITIES.

No. or
Mem- includ-

Share '"«»"y

I
from

I Dank.

Re-
serve
Fund.

I

Value of
st(x;k

in

I Trade.

Value of
Land.

DIdinKs,
Machin
erv. and
tlxed
Stock.

House
I'rop-

erty.

'"«""• Owing
to tbe

-Ml Society
other 1 (or i

Invest- Ooods-I
inents. I

Pkrth, Forfar, & Aberdeen
District— Con.

Carnoustie Association
a ,, Equitable
aCrieff
Don (Port Elphinstone) .

Dundee (City of)

„ Coal Supply .

.

„ Eastern
Dunning

aElgin
aForfar Coal

„ East Port Saving .

.

b „ Free Trade Saving..

„ High Street
b „ Northern

„ Victoria Coal
h „ West Port
b „ West Town
Fraserburgh
aHuntly
Inverness
Kirriemuir

,. Coal
aLerwick
Monifieth Coal

ftMontrose Baking& Grocery
Muthill
Perth (City of)

,, Coal
aStrathisla
Thurso
Wick and Pulteney Town

Productive Societies

:

Abemethy Baking . .

.

Auchterarder Baking

Total

No. 9—Renfrewshire Dist,
Barrhead
Bridge of Weir
Busby
Cathcart
Greenock—Central

„ East End
Howwood
Hurlet and Nitshill
Johnstone
Kilbarchan
Linwood
Lochwinnoch
Newton Meams
Paisley Equitable

,, Provident
Underwood Coal .

.

Poliokshaws

£ £ £ £ £ £ £ £

1164 5055 3166 907 4257 4388 1897 1467
500 1324 3415 1624 3268 500 690
218 752 147 25 .T70 340 327
992 6542 910 5133 4818 60
1956 9352 249 2087 7258 3552 3479 3264
2670 5182 362 642 1870 4314 <'502

7015 68056 19688 21718 16482 48896 12912
72 117 154 115 4 162 46
108 151 223 90 41

1239 1132 235 176 151 458 «886
294 445 805 105 436 1310 276 48
454 705 2779 250 1847 1638 749
270 375 1398 611 1600
262 338 1558 432 1041 428
901 782 220 184 94 664 c978
250 368 398 293 405 26 681
259 344 1893 6 434 1488 326
389 1927 1909 145 1014 3089 202 106
110 164 187 31 57 46
261 694 49 25 379 325 291 248
1219 6966 28 4217 1951 3877 784
430 371 196. 53 105 285 edQH
190 493 59 13 163 60 165 526
156 78 88 15 40 100
1295 1719 2796 690 1290 2165 1750
142 105 13 107 26 202 134

6606 24467 105999 13465 47332 60931 17351 38193
2300 1733 4988 1800 251 2578 6588 e239
522 2000 215 1610 869 21 674

1065 8831 1626 3633 2969 6524 1122
410 1456 1000 20 339 1992 565 227

64469 411245 155178 60104 231046 290359 30204 197185 40107

200 198 33 418 184 356 .. 670
459 1225 1105 97 183 858 761 144

65124 412668 156316 60619 231418 291668 30204 198506 40251

2809 23207 60523 7051 10181 87869 a38 44338 2609
2.50 1540 1710 184 659 2888 974 lt-8

250 2504 93 186 566 928 1638 217

765 5527 3815 554 985 4368 4848 421

5294 56256 25896 6745 20764 21117 21060 29219 8603

940 6347 10382 818 2818 10170 6542 6.S5

142 2260 18 112 .562 87 ias6 92
285 670 7354 617 563 5915 2174 547

1704 83908 2411 1877 6551 18142 14853 1160

516 13300 1.540 819 1807 2059 1615 10806 .309

277 4786 20 375 947 51 3884 1070

242 1636 4192 206 925 5494 538 1.53

172 4014 150 198 324 2050 2232 285

1572 4904 25295 1012 5087 14428 13638 1308

8415 39001 120302 14397 20100 89349 9255 61897 4923
.S92 2636 1357 2664 .511 1472 6826 C1370

1890 15395 8608 2038 3812 8698 •• 10668 664

e Coal only.



1912, Scottish Sbctiozt. 629

No of
8«l»rie« Md PROFIT.

Dec. Sltt.
Wiget

Sales
dorinfc tbe

Yew. Net
Profit.

la.
terca*
on

Atw
Bonoa

Bohaeriptloaa.
|

DIatri- Pm- Diatri- Pro- Uoe»- Ch»ri
^U^ doetT.. baUve. dncUrc ssa iSS

WMaa. tlOOAl
Par.

Mbla
Pur ^^-^ur-

poMa. poaaa.

£ £ J £ M B. d. J M M J 8 d.

13 38 18 1210 996 17880 1885 361 3 10
14 9 5 628 884 10660 1904 81 9 H
15 4 2 380 148 14601 486 87 3 0^

i 3 8
16 27 13 1148 644 19513 2796 826 2 W|
17 90 16 4456 1338 58919 7891 443 2 7 71 7 10 1 8
18 29 1578 13182 783 907 1 15 10
19 960 61 12502 4322 278685 45683 2070 3 1
20 2 52 1061 103 5 1 \l\

21 8 194 3060 63
22 183 8496 443 2 5
28 4 8 214 186 6834 1297 17 3 lOj

24 10450 1819
25 4 8 198 193 6888 1147 17 3 10 .. ..

26 .. 5229 852
27 .. 188 .. 8098 386 10 2 6 .. ..

28 ., 6716 1017
29 .. 6064 887 ,. ..

30 10 650 7728 829 70 2 1 1 1

31 2 136 ; 2031 136 8 1 4
32 7 2 397 199 4655 67 82 5 1 8 4
83 27 10 1907 659 39642 3868 306 2 8|
34 .. 76 1948 216 16 2 4
35 a 167 1840 8
36 1 68 558 28 2 1 2 ,,

37 22489 8460
:» 3 8 143 171 1792 62 3 2 ..

39 274 228 14291 10994 270659 87866 935 3 9 607 310 84 10
40 16 1846 9766 973 274 1 10 14 10 5
41 9 7 270 385 9676 1114 100

^it
,

42 22 5 1060 218 19868 2120 887 18 38
43 8 4 281 244 8615 299 80 1 3 •• ••

1915 948 99798 64787 1826994 370864 17438 81 888 968 186 16 10

44 906 3481 800 3
45 •• 7 •• 467 8099 755 .. 2 9 •• •• •• ••

1915 960 99798 55489 1888674 371809 17480 •• 81 868 » 186 16 10

1 197 58 6608 8066 119868 18667 M6 i 8 160 864 16 18 4
2 5 819 7998 997 60 9 6 .. 6 6 1 6

7 464 7964 1948 107 9 6 10 1 6
37 1868 94664 9808 947

:ii
,, 6 10 8 9 1

368 56 10199 4431 179696 98778 9880 101 146 96 19 4

84 9 1680 613 84789 5636 966 9 r 06 90 4 7 6
8 175 6190 978 108 9 8i 6 14

8 606 19761 9916 85 8 6 ., 80 19 1 5 8
60 15 8078 1916 68718 9494 148B 9 M

8 S
,, 00 86 8 7

10 38 8 1169 138 94066 4094 606 ,

,

00 68 3 14 1

8 631 14961 9686 906 70 8 18 18 7
7 8 411 918 1068 88 4 8 1 6

6 816 8869 1644 186 a ul^ 16 17 6
78 16 9911 1175 61618 6096 648 1 iiS 678 160 60 7 16 8

863 HO 15878 6604 • 966806 80746 1960 9 Ofl 9006 867 800 41 18 4

16 60 9619 86iM 170 0« 90T 96 40 9 1

17 50 3 9no 180 6S486 6700 664 9 6^
•• 108 108 7 10



630 Return of Tuade, &c., for

NAME OK SOCIETY.
No. of
Mem-
berg.

LIABILITIES. ASSETS.

Share

Loans.
inc)iid-

insany Re-
Value of
Stock

Value of
Land.

Bld.ngs,

Investments. Owing
to the.

Capital.
draft

serve
Fund.

In
Trade. Bry. and

House „ All

Pron Other
Society

for
Irom Fixed i5°P Invest- Goods.
Bank. Stock. "'i-

1 menta.

£ £ £ £ . £ £ £
Renfrewshire Dist.- Con.
Port Glaspow—Fore Street 1875 16742 1541 1173 8480 7550 10492 460 18

Provident- 1726 22201 577 1049 3282 5935 2660 15692 19

Renfrew Equitable 1872 9680 23016 1663 3183 7248 25367 1478 20
541 2165 13598

307898

818 1370 1922 6090 5999 1930 21

30879 268678 44006 87927 246730 40858 272851 23212

Productive Societies:—
Paisley Manufacturing. . .

.

4478 44245 67147 5922 29010 20814 7684 58118 99H2 22

Scottish Laundry Associa-
tion (Barrhead) fc66 2695 7846 1171 217 9858 1916 675 23

Total 34923 315618 382391 5109^ 117154 277402 48542 882885 83869

No. IO-Stirling, West Fife,
AND Clackmannan Dist.—
Aberfoyle 106 525 25 210 297 15 486 337 1

Alloa 4430 88072 7680 6069 27084 27987 18998 41058 2043 2

Alva Bazaar 1174 21826 318 1287 6035 4819 635 12860 1528 3

131
1748

411
28664

44
4043

126
6958

7
13543 48i5

.523

7424
65

5041
4

5Bannockburn
Clackmannan 384

248
87
405
170
685

8917

8298
2277
115

9796
2450
10091
49359

182
685
17
11

100
1049
4564

415
495
93

353
149

1325
3843

1086
1055
196

1626
669

2171
18315

1921
716
12

2679
844

2369
28426

694

485

6151
2124
154

6439
1209
7618

23296

274
688
21
233
305
1181
1187

G
7
8
9
10
11

12

Coalsnaughton

Dunblane

Stirling
Tillicoultry 1838 13550 150 1249 4151 8572 1520 6572 2492 18

Total 14778 235484 14781 19575 64719 86910 26647 115914 15890

Wholesale Society :-
Scottish Wholesale (Glas- A

270 458276 2E68225 71432f 945016 584621 50667 2465242 206246 1
1 1

h Societies.

A SOCieties, and 564 employ^ members.



1912, Scottish Sbctiom . 681

^
Ned Salaries and

Wagea.
PROFIT

1

Sales
daring the

Yewr. Net
ProAt 1

In-
I
ATei-

**riDTi-
Bonm

Sobacripttooa.

Dtotrt- PiD- Diatrl- Pro- Edoea- Cbari-I

bottTe. doem. b«l,a. doeUra.
"**°'- Share

,
dend

|

Capital! per A. 1

Wacaa. tional
Pur- ^•j^'^XS^'-

• I
'

1 ! 1
POMS.

£

po«t|
'

£ £ £ £ £ 8. d. £ £ J 8. a.

18 61 20 2880 1214 50045 8867 847 8 1 188 18 81 6 1 4

19 63 10 248S 950 ' 51587 9070 nil 3 U 258 67 8 14
20 57 4 8206 67527 10169 346

i

2 111 128 71 6 16 7
21 18 .. 1061 24884 3496 85 2 8 81 14 48 8 15 2

1806 270. 58607 20625 1099644 159618 11948 •• 8888 I860 1548 151 10 7

23 497 .. 24978 145168 15411 2160 9 1066 54 1(^ 25

28 .. 280 .. 8229 18819 9062 131 2 6 17 19
!
10

1806 997 58607 58826 1268021 177291 .^ •• 4880 1981 lTi9 177 10 7

1 4 329 4211 522 16 2 10 1 9 11 4

2 158 189 8884 6876 187508 34750 3228 3 5J 164 141 ' 33 1 6 1

8 82 26 1686 1120 45694 8768 834 3 5 06 70 6 1 6
4 3 179 3510 875 14 2 1 13 4

5 52 38 8111 2260 77950 14518 1270 3 5A 100 60 9 1

6 12 5 712 808 18124 3780 368 3 104 18 80 1 14 6
7 7 4 886 250 14011 8304 95

,

4 13 18 10
8 1 1 94 78 2512 388 6 2 7
9 14 8 792 164 14864 8028 464 3 5} 47 6 1 19 11

10 6 2 201 118 6440 1106 94 8 59 17 7 17 9
11 25 19 1298 1074 29888 5659 402 3 &| 10 49 3 11 4

1« 12» 72 6271 4332 148401 26151
,

-.835 3 8 886 fiO 90 8 1

IS 40

477

84 1786 1 1766 47066 10899
1

481
^

3 6i 96 48 6 18 9

m 25029 \ 18349 595108 119078 9607 790 468 74 18 11

1 S488| 6796 106610 966668 880196B a88614 99B0O 8 16840 6680 100

•



632 Return of Trade, &c., for

SUMMARY OF THE

KAME OF DISTRICT.

1

1
No. of

Mem-
bers

LIABILITIES. ASSETS.

Sharp

Loans,
includ-
ing any Re-

Value of
Stock

Valne ol

Land,
Bldinus

Investments.
I

Owing
.

1
to the

o

6
S5

Capital.
Over-
draft
from

serve
Fund.

in
Trade.

Machin
ery, and
Fixed

Bank. Stock.

£ £ £ £ £ £ £ £

No. 1

—

Ayrshike 85

11

80324

11217

520491

176005

73893

32560

83599

16510

110844

56007

203767

78276

49778

8406

288599

106650

32.501 1

23759 2„ 2—BoRDKR Counties..

„ 8

—

Cemtral 42

28

41381

79838

541902

1292737

323048

108000

68084

256226

159826

271274

246443

423711

53939

159997

509667

1036459

6144C 3

119166 4„ 4—East of Scotland.

22

84

23114

34568

874619

542959

56824

26526

24573

46634

84650

142394

110312

247357

36486

22703

249105

288101

28955 5

29190 6„ 6

—

Fife and Kinross..

„ 7—Glasgow & Suburbs 37 95621 1084073 796735 187959 374482 750222 92707 950592 87292 7

„ 8—Perth, Forfar and
Aberdeen 45 65124 412668 156816 60619 231413 291568 80204 198506 40251 8

„ 9—Renfrewshire 23 84923 815618 382891 51099 117154 277402 48542 832885 38869 9

„ 10—Stirling, West of
Fife, & Clackmannan 18 14778 285434 14781 19575 64719 86910 26647 115914 15390 10

Wholesale Society ' 270 453276 2868225 714323 945016 584621 50651 2465242 205246 11

Totals, 1912 286 430598 5949782 4839299 1470201 2557779 3300589 580066 6536720 677059

Totals, 1911 288 418047 5695118 4622766 1891728 2404867 3274917 575419 6098722 669468

Increase .. 12551 234664 216538 87473 152912 25672 4647 437998 7591

Decrease 2 •• •• •• •• •• •• •• ••



1912, Scottish Sbction. _ 633

SCOTTISH SBCTION.

No. of BAlAriesaad
Wi«e«.

PROFIT.

1
1

8«1«
dortng the

Year. Net
Proflt.

Interest

8We
Ci«ital.

Amnt
P»idM
Bonos

Wages.

1

SubMnrlpttom. |

Distil-

batiTe.
Pro-

ductre.
Dlitrl- Pro-
bntire. dactiTe.

EdQCA-
tlonal
Pur-

Cbsri-
tUbifl

Pur-
Co-<merstlTe

I^Sioo.

1 i

po«». poses.

£ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ «. d.

989 602 47272 81762 10B4901 174951 18948 24 972 1610 189 5 11

404 245 22484 18627 457685 88052 7481 2 149 248 66 16 8

1647 909 84679 52887 2008060 852100 22586 67 9083 1977 185 16 4

8015 1796 166239 106966 8386259 766060 46122 106 1075 2848 890 6 4

627 888 84560 26440 952907 168172 14144 .. 588 869 92 16 6

1042 687 56651 40724 1895001 277460 21884 .. 1184 642 168 13 10

4516 2426 212906 157461 4125212 524755 46840 19799 5404 8768 481 IS 11

H 1916 960 99798 55488 1882574 271809 17480 81 888 968 186 15 10

9 1806 997 68607 68826 1268021 177291 14284 4980 1981 1790 177 10 7

10 477 842 26029 18849 606106 112078 9607 .. 790 408 74 18 11

11 2488 6796 106610 268668 8801268 828614 22860 16840 •• 8080 100

18076 14067 918670 896014 2M0S881 8286741 241061 80688 16048 90962 9048 14 10

1

17589 14865 880821 77W67 .28971979 8107779 2820B4 80988 14460 17494 1629 6 10

098 802 82749 46767 1690668 197960 9047 400 808 9108 419 8



l>34 Return of Trade, &c., for

SOUTHERN

RETURN OF TRADE, &c., of Co-operative Societies in the Counties of

Isle op Wight, London, Kent, Middlesex, Oxford,

arranged in their respective

a These particulars are taken from our last year's return, h These particulars are taken

this office or to

NAME OF SOCIETY.
No. of
Mem
bers.

LIABILITIES.

Share
Capital.

Loans,
includ-
ing any
Over-
draft
from
Bank.

No. 1

—

North Metropolitan
District—

Anchor (London)
Berkhamstead
Brentwood
Chesham
Co-op. Brotherhood Trust

(London)
,

(yCo-op. Institute (London).
Croxley
Edmonton

,

Enfield Highway
Epping

bEuston (London)
Gothic (Edmonton) ,

Grays
Hemel Hempstead ,

Hendon
Kilburn
Luton
Perseverance (London) .

.

Radlett
aRailway Clearing House
St. Albans
St. Clements
Stratford

aTring
Watford
West London
Willesden and District

,, Junction
Yiewsley and WestDrayton

Supply Associations:

—

Canteen & Mess (London).
Civil Service Supply Assoc.

68.5

811
1101
965

263
13459
5942
608
754
100

195
232
1233
820
130

27786
986

4301
6008
2009
456
751

81134

361
84176

550
8973
6741

1305
54534
55087
3547
279
124

53037
702

5886
1289

34233
118

2511
1505
2498
177

326401
15044
23789
18852
6085
3565
2207

636140

12413

165671 1002773

3
6266

1582

170

il
12557
5463
1894
1346

3514
152
189
121

5854
83

1652
8895
1464

4943
1142
3901
3952
9000
277
1498

78619

Re-
serve
Fund,

346
412
456
258

55

243
5259
2230
252
1215
100

4718
19

44
162

1116
442
25

9304
322

2426
483
353
137

31806 121709

159325 154798

Value cf

Stock

Value of
Land,

Bldings,
Machin-
ery, and
Fixed
Stock.

House
Prop-
erty.

All
otlier

Invest-
ments.

Owing
to the
Society

for

Goods.

149

1819
2054

26709
1123
770
241

18764
400

1864
615

7307
162

1911

52
64034
2904

12.354

9130
4556
907
1318

17481

7835
4223
7471

50

422
4O092
22181
3847

302
3137
190

13794

1912

149598
3532

13816
5202
130

1937

521104 560418

2766
1242

253

6158
3371

159

15705

75705
7528

892
U43

479

119325

22147

685
1754
2985
985

210

789
20696
15358
1157
2070
62

19060
296
1120
564

8490
166
263

3665
^60
140

3276
6464
3926
2253
3414

141472

174872

104583

287715

425
532

17

61

1185

118
1600

35
571
946
132

37

120

411
317
172
516

1

10587

40050
17134

67721

27

q No business done durins 1912.



1912, Southern Skction. iV'Ty

SECTION.

Bedford, Berks, Bucks, Cambridge, Dorset, Essex, Hants, Herts,

Norfolk, Suffolk, Surrey, Sussex, and Wilts, for 1912,

Conference Districts.

from the Registrar's Return for 1911. e These societies have not made a return either to |

the Registrar.

No. of Salaries and PROFIT.
Enjg^^,j.on Wage*.

1

Sale* iobaeriptlflna. 1

bouve.
Pro-

<toet»e.
Dlitri.
buUre.

Pro-
dDCUTe.

during the
Yew.

^oAt

In- Arer-
terert age
on DiTi

Share dend
CapiUl per*.

Bonn*
Ednea
tional
Pur-

Chart-

1

UUe
Pur ^??ss-

i 1

poae*. powa.

£ £ £ i M s. d. £ £ £ £ 8. d.

1 4 381 12467 106 10 .. 10 8 4 10
a 81 6 1663 805 25296 2820 424 1 ^ 80 58 19 8 14 2
3 18 4 1158 347 28206 2565 806 1 r 44 9 6 7 6
4 17 5 1084 841 30708 2166 818 2 96 86 21 4 15 2

5
6
7

8 .. 283 .. 1784 .. .. .. 17 10

"b 819
' *

16696 ii79 61 2*0 51
* '"

1 1

8 807 69 17414 6402 216976 14870 2898 1 2 886 110 09 10
9 158 23 10461 1948 180914 11040 2804 1 8 908 180 9B 8 9
10 18 4 768 277 11512 668 168

; lOi 16 19 7 8 1 8
II 25608 909 ,.

12 86 1687 79 6 1 6 ..

I.S 174 S2 11189 1864 154762 16886 1946 1 8 190 866 194 99 11 1

14 5 1 808 78 4886 900 94 101 6 1 1 8 8
15 19 4 1148 804 16971 1318 944 1 9 ,, 99 4 9 7
16 6 419 4929 .. 1 14 10
17 56 10 8231 667 66684 8810 1441 1 HI 84 188 40 16 19
IH 8 160 1886 84 2 10 .. 9 9 17 6
I'J 11 1 682 76 8666 806 108 9 ., .. ..

20 86449 9466 9 9
21 9 7 626 496 18382 963 98 1 9 8 98 9 9 9 6
22 8 288 1082 10 6 1 ,, ,, .

-a 988 318 48023 20110 640140 66186 14866
1^

098 887 189 6 9
24 24 8 1046 180 20219 2748 670 .. 8 . 6
2.'> 86 14 4390 1179 96800 10827 1046 2 .. 114 49 18 19 2
2A 96 15 6306 1848 71747 4209 806 11 989 194 68 96 17 7
27 46 8 3606 725 80754 3186 969 9ft 48 90 9 9 18 6
28 9 647 10783 990 160 1 8 94 9 9 9 6
» 16 3 831 918 16022 1866 108 1 00 88 10 8 19 8

9048 410 114687 80778 1671687 164807 91818 lie 8901 1010 m 9 10

90 160 10947 IIMMI 1188 800 8 6
31 1418 178 194819 11786 1648U0 47M6 48464 •• • • •• ioo 86 8 6

8611 686 966668 48618 mm^ »M VOltf •• no 9801 im 418 8 4



636 Return of Trade, &c., for

NAME OF SOCIETY.
No. of
Mem-
bers.

LIABILITIES.

I
includ-

Share '"F »»>'

Capital. Over-
draft
from
Bank.

Value of
Stock
in

Trade.

Value of
Land.

BldiURB,
Machin-

Investmects.

House
Prop-
erty.

AU
other
Invest-
ments.

Owlnp
to the
Society

for
Ooods.

North Metropolitan
District—con.

Productive Societies :

—

Cheshani Boot and Shoe .

.

London Bass Dressers
,, Bookbinders
„ Clothiers

„ Pioneer Boot
Manufacturing.

.

„ Typewriters

Total 166076

No. 2—South Metropolitan
District—

Addington
Addlestone
Bromley and Grays
Cobham
Croydon
Epsom
aHampton & New Hampton.
Leatherhead
Penge and Beckenham

JiSouth London General
Staines and Egham

aSurbiton and Long Ditton.
Sutton
Woking,Horsell,& District.
Woolwich (Royal Arsenal).

Supply Association :

—

Agricultural and Horticul-
tural (London)

Special Society :

—

^Norwood Gardeners

Productive Societies :—
fcGreenwich Bread and Flour

Total,

316
397
739

202

1006078

£

622
804

606

£

412
1676

14

466

750

160907 158111

15
1074
7256
201

2508
501
35»
447

2004
294
1387
211
1552
1120

80051

48974

4077

5 051

84

94
5918

9024
3760
3192
2282
10752

498
5942
6842

308850

416912

10921

427888

66

427889

978

681

1085
3051

900
417

190

1014
2756

62867

106007

90948

196955

1504
611
103

1857
34

525746

564
1450
22

75-2

570
252
181
208
348
520

i87
446

41454

59613

120
2718

26807
420

5110
1440
1553
672

5103
291

3082
219

2499
2237

£

580

1217
106

562884 141472

132608

174546

174646

147 41

174587

2968
37890

748
5331
2889
1805
1541
8059

81
3658
1288
4030
4157

119116

193070

905

13874

3232
5937
1100

508

96
2150

648

687
480
212
584

116

188404

188404

188404

188404 119288

184
2152
8083
367

166
1825
246

1994
2683
98258

116729

2248

118972

87

174

86
365

3525
128

"70

402
227
612

"57

96
433
164

2840

8494

54184



1912, SouTHKKN Section. 037

No. ol 8ftUrie4 Mid PBom.
E.^,^^« W«gefc

1 1

8«l«s
darimrtbe

Tmt.
1

IB- j ATtr.
Boom

1' ,tri-

lutire.
Pro-

loetTe.
Dl«tri- Pro-
botive. docUTe.

"*•**• SJuirc (tend
,C«piua perz.

on EdoM- Shut.
tablo 'OiMMntfT*
Par rtfntei.

1 1 1 i 1 P—IP—I 1

'

M £ M £ £ * M £ £ ». d.

32 36 8068 6869 807 73 4 67 18 95 7 6
S) 16 1868 4578 446 99 888 10 14 7
84 7 428 805 90 18 8 8
85 • • 9 .. 625 4798 877 86 1 98 .. 6 9 6

,% 90 1220 6697 510 87 187 019 6
37 •• 5 •• • 818 445 .. •• •• 1 5

8611 681 9S6668 54520 8663992 S05491 70049 •• 1900 9861 1990 415 IS 1

1 1 54 1343 112 4 1 48

*

1 10
2 22 4 1295 323 21954 1849 968 1 4 108 88 10 6 8 8

220 90 11671 2861 147808 10605 2591 1 1 187 108 86 9 11

4 266 8661 66 88 . 1 4

48 S 9781 404 84277 2866 860 1 i98 48 8 10 16 8

8 2 687 181 5998 153 98 \\ 8 1 9 2 12 1

11 8 578 206 8234 510 166 1 30 8 7 1 17 6
8 8 588 188 7879 807 98 71 8 9 2 6

86 6 2162 486 30797 2079 460 1 .. 40 96 9 6
3807 94 ,.

84 6 2280 422 29211 2241 814 1 9« 140 49 91 6 16

810 8168 11 19 2

96 5 1608 404 18654 785 285 4 81 90 8 7 4 2

14 28 S 1580 257 21817 1654 800 1 8 66 64 91 5 14 4

" 88S 806 48606 96001 651098 64417 11496 1 9 8179 1116 889 148 17 4

law 869 74166 81688 988476 87827 16829 •• 8708 1608 641 988 16

16 ea 940 8029 7900 71166 4907 646 • • .. 877 10 10

1840 609 77184 89688 1069681 91584 16876 8708 914S 541 944 6

17

'

1840 609 77184 80688 1060681 91684 I0B78 •• ffioe «46 541 944 6

IH •• .. .. .. . 1409 90 •• •• •• •• •• ••

1840 609 77184 «» 1061088 01500 loeno •• 0108 9146 641 M4



638 Return op Trade, &c., for

MAUE OF SOCIETY.
No. of
Mem-
bers.

LIABIIilTIES.

Share
Capital.

inelud-
I

inu any
Over-
draft
from
Bank.

Re-
serve
Fund.

Value of
I Stock

in

Trade.

Value of
LAUd.

Bldincs,
Mactaln-
ery, and
Fixed
Stork.

Investments.

All

Pron. I Other
^^°^

I Invest-
' ments.

House

ertv.

Owinc
to the
Society

for
Goods.

No. 3—Kent District—
Ashford
Canterbury
Chatham
Cliffe-at-Hoo
Dartford
Faversham
Folkestone
Gravesend (Borough of)

Greenstreet
Hastings, St. Leonards and

Bexhill
Maidstone
New Brompton
Rainham
Ramsgate
River and District
Rochester
Sheerness

„ Economical

.

Sittingboume '.

Tonbridge ,

Tunbridge Wells
,

Walmer and Mongeham
bWaltham

Productive Societies r

—

Alfred Joint Stock(Ashford)
Medway Barge Building

and Carrying

39845

554

177

Total 40576

No. 4— Sussex District
Arundel
Bognor
Brighton
Ci-awley and Ifield

Godalming
Gomshall .

.'

Guildford
Haywards Heath
Lewes
Newhaven
Reigate

Total

No. 5—Hants Dibtrict—
Aldershot
Alton
Basingstoke
Bramshaw
Camberley
Cowes

1677
464

1814
1866
2732
2008

490

502
662

4500
3066
2876

490
1328
680
63

195
4064
375
1145
318

2000
1022
1562
1699
1843

14751

915
186
901
46

321
1708

£ £ £

13536 6017 646
1162 2.38 103

274a'-. 5024 988
1785 ,532

9441 6620 729
18058 927 1087
35536 8636 757
12418 852 422

2732 136 278

674 59 35
1563 1075 111

52689 14015 410i
5637 701 367
2500 1258 26
45850 2775 1859
19680 4048 527
38613 2589 1793
21054 398 1684
37988 6622 3505
1640 295 160
6461 3685 530
5185 217 145
111 72

361698 66791 19857

8068 2044 200

2781 2982

867542 71817 20057

3245 1666 582
512 746

80813 4386 1228
1664 882 164

11418 3648 120

2598 52 46
20144 724 2044
6816 1390 854
14189 5485 293
15540 1850 415
23711 9121 745

180600 29950 6991

2798 1728 284
832 11

6555 744 528
82

389 8
7863 3969 755

455
10929
1158
5413
6976
11804
5745
1448

431
1365

19804
a'/'32
1095

15713
7137
14259
4066

12.351

671
2537
2025

3

133855

907

1752
261

1032
6a30
1021

6470
2784
4835

46478

1542
240
1996
58

205
5071

10108
374

14307
1645
9.'-.07

4412
155')4

7003
1067

171
1140

18513
1855
2205

24007
16722
12066
143.<n

13451
200

5445
2951

177024

5414

187647

1526
991

17091
1409
6027
927

11283
5230
5926
9774
16557

76741

820
6166
7795

818

1435
220
592

39.36

4077

1797

83174

1966
756
9444
418

2946
3061
10534
1891

706

40267
3005
509

10677
2547
18219
2642

23975
1141

J741
1840

6

83174

792

5.587

2671
115

4957

9876
375

10152

84025

3084
105

2490
13

127 I ..

.')096
I

1423

188515

814

87

452
1064
754

5039
1084
1414
1857

188
.3735

23
140

22.: 8

1.34

732
189
695
655
1310
295
66

198
179

1583
103
380
1892
615

2280
5.30

515
100
365

18878

114

18717

dl82
73

1379
114
848
220

711
972

4988

172
81

6.36

72

547

d Hire Purchase only.|



1912, Southern Section. 639

No.o( Salaiief and pRonr.

'"^ssr Wages.

Salea

Net
Profit.

la-
tereat

Aw-
Boau

Sobaertptiooa. |

Diatri- Pro- Distri- Pro- EdncA- Chart-

batJTe. dDCtT«. bauve. dnctive. Shan
Capital

dend
per*.

Waco.
"S? SS" ^'•tKSS?-

. poaea. poaea.

£ £ 1 £ £ B. d. £ £ £ £ 8. d.

1 49 3 2160 143 31604 9191 610 1 8i 59 44 8 19 3
2 4 8 228 158 6000 891 16 1

0^ 10 1 4 5
3 76 10 4807 679 68917 8210 1258 1 9 [] 140 89 14 6 5
4 7 2 424 80 4887 840 86 1 H I] 1 1 16 3
5 SS 8 2815 588 44811 3620 450 I o' [[ 81 00 9 9 6
6 52 7 2808 524 42188 8734 700 1 6 59 48 7 6 4
7 83 11 4651 787 67987 6691 1674

13 [[ 98 68 18 17 8
8 51 5 2769 888 36488 2676 567 50 17 9 18 4

9 8 3 418 158 6421 556 106 1 6 19 9 6 116 5

10 11 8 461 169 /5575 TO 20 8 " 9 8
11 12 4 634 279 10420 675 60 i""o 11 8 3 18 7
12 174 89 9800 5076 134070 16181 2180

?S|
860 isi 36 3 11

13 17 8 1020 198 16697 1519 301 [[ 47 31 3 12 6
14 12 2 642 104 10663 494 111 1 10 6 3 1

15 134 50 7386 1969 105263 11862 1848 1 9} 116 135 32 17 2
16 71 5 4086 366 61882 3836 983 1 1 71 85 16 12 6
17 94 15 4187 1103 67917 8298 1481 3 965 109 99 14
18 48 24 2869 1696 41933 6142 786 3 8 69 71 68 11 18 8
19 110 19 6086 1504 100678 18242 1874 3 6 180 184 16 5 4
20 6 2 720 220 9000 600 80 1 8 18 1 2 9 6
21 38 4 1566 264 26903 2312 226 1 3 65 80 19 5 11 9
22 18 4 787 208 18556 1294 286 1 6 94 4
28 •• 528 •• ••

1108 374 60748 16606 896688 98182 14844 419 1448 881 198 11

24 .. 80 2070 18971 8118 212 8 4 ., 15

25 . .. 24 1329 8710 127 127 -. 8 .. 1 1

1108 838 60748 9OO04 919814 96497 15183 .. 419 1461 906 194 13

11 2 688 128 8135 485 146 10 99 8 9 3 17 3
2 5 208 3468 8 4
3 107 12 6287 988 80080 6818 1866 1 ^ 876 i46 68 IT i7
4 9 3 471 87 7805 689 65 1 3 19 15 1 15 6
6 39 4 1788 839 35188 3935 507 1 8| 88 7 5 16 8

6 8 1 898 95 7964 484 127 1 'i5 7 8 1 18 1

7 66 8 8706 587 56860 6811 921 1 10 844 99 09 9 7 6
8 18 5 1087 819 17348 1778 858 1 6 71 19 11 5 4

9 96 8 18S8 169 98041 9406 571 1 H K 44 15 7 18 6
10 46 8 9971 616 43838 9600 709 I o" 41 19 8 6 8
n 64 8975 40891 1890 1045 6 -• •• •• 9 19 8

888 46 19889 8968 808968 95411 ffTOO •• m 407 189 70 9 8

1 19 4 708 198 19000 788 108 1 19 6 4 8
2 8 1 167 70 9901 ,, .. 19 7
3 98 6 1618 407 91888 9001 800 1 11 88 10 4 8 8
4 190 9 1

5 "a "l 'ie6 87 9088 78 19 o'l
**1

.

.

..

a 49 17 1991 810 80668 48M 818 9 49 101 46 8 17 1

t RIeven monlh*' trade only.



640 Retubn of Trade, Ac, for

NAME OF SOCIETY.
No. of
Mem-
bers.

LIABILITIES.

Hants District—Co»i.

Eastleigh
Farnham
fcForton Coal (Gosport)
Haslemere
Parkstone & Bournemouth
Petersfield
Portsea Island(Port8m'uth)
Ringwood

aRomsey
Shanklin Lake and Bran-

stone
Southampton
Winchester ,

Special Society :—
Farnham and Alton Dis

trict Farmers and Hop'
growers' Association

Productive Society

:

Portsmouth Printers.

.

27788

131

27919

Total

No. 6—Wilts & Dorset Dist.
Amesbury
Andover
Bradford-on-Avon
Calne
bChilde Okeford
Chippenham
Devizes
aMere and District
Salisbury
Trowbridge
Warminster
Weymouth
Wilton

Total

No. 7—Oxford and Bucks
District—

Aldermaston
Aylesbury
Banbury
BletchleyA Fenny Stratford
Chipping Norton
Grandborough
High Wycombe
Kingshill—New Swindon
Leighton Buzzard
Maidenhead

bMiddleton Stoney

1181
407
844
625
240G
300

10523
151
179

5522
1011

103

1401
685

150O
740
876
1200
3545
748

2123
247

13167

124
959

3912
649
2010

40
801
1244
790
826
98

Share
Capital.

6955
1110
171

5408
9449
796

112040
344

5280
30391
5412

Loans,
includ-
ing any
Over-
draft
from
Bank.

Re-
serve
Fund.

Value of
Stock

in
Trade.

Value of
Land,

BldingB,
Machin-
ery, and
Fixed
Stock.

House
Prop-
erty.

I All
I other

I

Invest-
I mentK.

Owing
to the
Society

for

Goods.

195609

492

196101

295

8107
6y41
1001
789

7602
3845
1686
7904

31280
4559
8415
2146

84638

675
7767
67819
4483

30696
26

2244
2841
6928
3902
1054

2743
12
28

201
6257

12
13122

2952
4465

40471

878

41349

26
1712
1343
870
62

2724
1047
950
699

5637
1456

16975

6251
704

2642

1684
1269
183

50
230
1052

5558
15

2136
535

11884

12402

827
885
45

1216
276
194
167
460
2080
548

7196

55
488
1813
170

1075
96

3656
679

1663
4666
397

34411
354

2572
14620
2291

74681

742

75423

152

75575

153
4863
2171
612
623

8081
1780
613

3551
7484
1742

486
3014
22340
2073
7429

72
1477
614
1788
1080
449

5015

3655
9597
358

57970
35

1872
14118

110843

110843

1007

111850

108
4285
2461
1118
786

5161
2386
620

3604
12642
2158
4659
812

40790

149
441(r

1526

2385
4385
8570
4924

17

1558

1000

15230

27696

27696

27696

1272
646

10406

317

12641

7520
1803
4037

968

1254
396
244
1208
2592
254

82948
110
103

5272
1145

53128

58811

24

71
2780
4242
354

677
764

2421
11362
2624
1714
778

31077

1880
11716

748
1125
972
781
740



--
1912, Southern Section. 641

— ??•'*' Maria and PBonr.
«»go,en on

tut.
Wag...

1

Salea
In. ! Avar

Capital' par J.

Boona

' kf^trrfiMt^m

Dtatri-

MtlTt. aiS,.
Diatri-
batiTe.

PfO-
dnettTe.

m*^

Edoea
tloml
Par.

Ctaart-
taMe
P«ir ^'•^r-

<
poaaa. poaaa.

£ M £ £ £ .d. £ £ £ 4 s. d.

7 .88 9 1581 ms 96810 2a»i 811 1 6 80 49 8 6 10 8
8 7 869 5671 895 86 1 9 7 10 6 1 16
9 1988 10
10 U 9 666 m 18866 1866 995 1 4 16 98 18 9 18 4
11 SS 8 8154 695 41644 2456 446 1 60 148 95 11 10 2
13 5 9 246 122 4251 188 88 6 9
18 966 85 14278 6037 219780 22016 4087 m 887 444 110 SO 19 9
14 4 180 2618 120 12 8 9 14 1

IS 5 9 216 71 2860 227 9 i ? 9 10

16 18 3 1059 167 14197 940 238 1

1

17 92 2 18 4

17 118 14 6820 1180 91033 7883 1869 1 a . 199 15 36 16 8
18 90 5 1157 438 22372 2116 949 1 6 96 89 21 5 1

G34 lf9 84428 11005 527438 48442 866 •• 1068 1066 984 196 16 7

19 1 110 16678 206 94

685 160 84688 11006 . 644016 48788 8676 •• 1068 1066 984 196 16 7

20 .. 6 860 664 46 14 .. .. .. .. ..

696 164 84688 11864 6446H) 48783 8680 1068 1066 984 196 16 7

9 1 80 66 1178 8 8
91 6 867 888 95481 9768 884 1 8 186 56 19 7 1 6
17 8 708 170 16487' 1768 970

llj

15 8 8 8 6
6 9 190 188 4416 188 80 1 4 .. 10

6069 697 .. .. ..

98 7 1409 404 80001 9699 860 1 8 68 8 7 6 10

96 6 . 979 496 16016 819 169 1 9 16 9 9 8 16

11 467 0988 742 80 1 6 8 1 10 2
21 6 1186 881 90118 1718 896 1 8 44 88 16 6 1 6
86 16 9096 1068 75880 8009 1006 1 10 69 46 17 8 4

16 4 846 164 16000 1169 188 1 5 8 19 8 14

48 10 9480 606 88464 4189 847 1 9 60 5 8 18

8 9 180 08 4060 690 100 1 8 98
I

•• 1 10 4

981 69 19861 8018 94810 « •• «. 804 111 08 18

9 1 108 a 4848 974 81 9
91 4 070 98R 18888 1099 860 1 H ,. 41 6 4 16 11

188 60 4941 8B77 199106 7001 9648 1 r ,, 181 17 90 4

16 4 841 901 19BB0 1184 187 I 6 ,, ,. 8 8 6 8
68 19 8990 900 66142 8996 1467 9 4| ,. too 48 10

98 r^vi 80 1 4 ., ., ,,

14 8 979 190 1 1 cT"^ 170 Of 7 ... 1 • 8 8
7 9 897 486 i(>ii:i 9000 196 8 6 16 .. • 4 ..

10 8 684 ' 160 1 ."!'•<. 1148 818 1 8 ,, ,,

14 8
1 078 934 11(71 910 900 ,. ,, ., 4 7 7

•.'.'...'I 168 •• 1 10 8

43



642 Return op Trade, &c., for

LIABILITIES.

NAME OF SOCIETY.
No. Of
Mem-
ben.

I

Loans,
I

inchid-

Share i '"? »"y

^'•P*^*'- d^aft"

from
Bank.

Re-
senre
Fond.

Value of
Stock
in

Trade.

Value of
Land,

Bldings,
Machin-
ery, and
Kixed
Stock.

Prop.
I

««»»"
„rt^ Invest-

Owinc
to the
Society

lor
Goods.

Oxford and Bucks.
District—Con.
Newport Pagnell
New Swindon Industrial
Oxford
Reading
Slough

"Steeple Aston
Stony Stratford
Sunningdale
Swanbourne
Windsor
Wolverton

Productive Society :

—

New Swindon Provident.
Oxford Builders

40160

60

Total 43022

No. 8—Cambs. and Bedford
District—

Arlesey
Bedford Progressive
Biggleswade
Bishop's Stortford
Burwell
Cambridge
Chatteris
Ely (City of)

aGarden City Co-operators
aHitchin United
Newmarket
Olney
Potton
Ravenstone
St. Neots •
Saflron Walden
Sawston

bSharnbrook
Silsoe
Soham
Willingham

8400
9471
9402
1738
260
650
152
84

1111
2041

400
422
806
6174
850
759
312
301
1147
219
270
68
345
348
1074
72
299
173

Productive Society :

—

Garden City Press
cWoodworkers(Letchworth)

Total

14814

182

14996

1185
16214
98467
154723
14066
.3115

9368

, 396
160

68as
20855

4845
616

459313

5162
4248
1255
1764
1136

43790
1700
3314
584
853

10644
319
1606
247
847
1490
9460

479
170

545
6646
9643
4949
455
365
680
86
97

2.500

8553

50101

1220
405

51726

90409

8411

2861
820

9182

699
22
703
1050

49
5

876
767
590
513

2128
744
965
842
138
126

318
1033

10188

161

11176

19716

25715

337
166
81
237

3188
202
378
25
36
596
59

206
54
164
140

958
18774

22791

873
2634

3393
6554

127440

1033
137

128610

7804

20

7324

567
1800
996
918
752

21820
715
1750
381
618
2730
888
327
150
794
439

4098
150

1009
801
218

807
10816
32114
5.3663

5913
722
4242

41

3677
11144

192634

4706
196

197536

1438
4905
1205
2077
350

25314
188

1978
146
816

6211
48
78
6

506
1518
2684
597

385
33248
70066
1462

5660

126987

1087

128024

1797
466

1246

£

468
8168
20284
19788
4145
494

3789
179
89

8105

94658

1748
677

19804

97078 20417

42559

40851 60059

1708

558

470

4658

4558

1198
842
705
624

11680
1110
1089
167
342

4226
157

1549
190
270

148

£

116
886

3857
4685

A87
560

*>170

97

605

«41

102
21

651
114
842
106
27
270
79

137
93

81887 2806

565H

e Coal only. f Clubs only.



1912, Southern iSectio

• Mid

N. 643

1 Near
Employees on

8«Uuic
W.8

pRonr
i^am. .

8»l«w
dnrtoff the

In- Aror-

'CpJuu! per t.

! Sotaeriptioiu.
1

Distil-

bauv«.
PfD.

doem.
Dhtri-
botlTe.

Pro-
durtlTe.

dOM Cteri-

1
POML POMS.

£ £ £ £
1

£ t. d. ^ M . M £ s. d.

12 5 3 806 ISO 7387 664 43 1 8 1 .

.

29 6 1 15 6
18 76 7 8680 808 64802 7220 714 1 8 1 176 145 98 17 10 10

14 206 86 11694 2842 196066 21242 5080
,

1 8 437 901 46 17 6
15 190 61 11885 3794 164228 18868 Sim I ei 1048 872 181 60 11 4

l(t 87 6 1876 408 29297 2151 647
j

1 1 25 85 98 8 17 H

17 4 8 270 78 4678 465 152 1 8 9 1 7 1

1« 19 2 1095 116 17848 1751 444 I 6J 18 3 8 4

19 3 150 2079 85 16 6
•20 2 105 1989 154 7 1 8
21 22 4 1807 250 19069 1696 318 1 14 81 19 6 14 R
23 52 9 2747 580 53791 6829 927 2 •• 138 90 9 18 8

889 225 47625 15119 883871 85066 19746 •• 1960 1474 667 198 4 8

L 25 1481 20226 8841 880 8 6 96 9

i •• 14 •• 860 1567 63 28 6 6 6

1 880 964 47626 17460 866664 88969 20118 •• 1986 1479 676 198 10 9

5 6 279 220 fcia032 1698 175 2 8 47 U 2 12 1

S6 4 1280 260 21896 1640 191 1 81 86 6 6 10l 8 284 112 4560 822 57 1 8 9 18
s 419 82 6261 294 81 6) 9 2 8 9

277 4592 690 64 1 11 3
158 20 7871 1260 110682 10999 1682 97 97 80 31 4

2 287 122 6290 790 78 9 1 16 «
17 8 779 168 14004 1817 168 6 8 la 7

271 6062 287 16 19 1 10
10 1 902 68 2784 71 87 1 1 4 10
11 86 6 1701 888 26294 2807 464 M 10 6 11 2
IS 2 164 104 8666 974 18 . ,. 1 3
18 179 8680 866 67 8 1 4 a
14 68 1961 169 9 .. 7 I

rt* 886 6498 888 49 1 16 6
876 4600 879 60 8 1 10 9

1 96 8 1116 186 19968
1468

1964
82

816 94 10 6 8 4

7 fl

P» 9 900 68 4607 980 40 4 a 4 1 11 a
pS 144 8814 m 90
^^

829 ~ir
107 .. 1681 114 7

~148

• • • ••

16279 2967 968819 94840 8879 948 148 79 6 11

n 88 8841 11488 801 809 188 <»

« " •• •• •• •• •• ••

839 140 16979 8808 rm, •1787 8064 888 948 148 78 • 11

k 88 WMk».



64i Return of Trade &c., for

NAME OF SCMJIETY.
No. of
Mem-
bers.

LIABIUTIES.

8h»re
CapiUl.

Includ-
itiR any

| Re-
Over- serve
draft Fund,
from
Bank.'

No. 9—Norfolk District-
Beccles
Brandon
Bury St. Edmunds
Cromer
Diss
Fakenham
Great Yarmouth
Lakenheath
Lowestoft
Melton Constable
Norwich
Sheringham .

Swaffham . .

.

Thetford
Wymondham

261
1186
462
417
850
1617
160

2108
S4S

9435
521
446
1370
348

Total 20557

No 10

—

Essex and Suffolk
District—

Braintree and West Essex.
Chelmsford
Clacton-on-Sea
Coggeshall
Colchester and East Essex.
Dunmow
Earls Colne
Halstead
Harwich, Dovercourt, and

Parkestone
Haverhill
Ipswich

aLavenham
Leiston
Maldon and Heybridge
Stowmarket

aTerling
aTiptree
Wickham Market
Witham
dWoodbridge

1429

250
8894
190
305
1595

1626
1622

10095

1117
972
142
965
431
647

11220
1032
4500
1180
1869
1490
5780
564

15894
1921

98792
81b9
2116
6953
1465

157965

11667

1136
3517
14955

19657
7899

7430
900

21
3276
153

2654
422

6710

i29
18

703

22454

11295
5467
1586
1074

7584
1173

2172
104
186
671

3607
51

702

11855
11287
355
11

1724
3199
899
570
172

Total 84956 815886 48809 25759 117557 165074 68505 68915 5872

Value of
Stock
in

Trade.

Value of
Land,

BIdlngs.
Machin-
ery, and
Fixed
Stock.

503 6093
180

I

861
205 I 2004
114
351
192
775
115
484

;
6661

65 1285
6791 32716

841
900
971

8498
5.53

151 1273
5220
1242

10989 65985

710
1748
300
70

6418
66

4789
13004
640

sas

1417
I

4024

310
i

11520
1641 5572
9173 35775

55 ' 472
442
595
857

234

3250
4616
2363
184

2280
1052
1760
1175'

Investments.

KlfS Invest-

1080
1881
234
206
246
5382
851

11275
814

31808
700
565
1860
nil

64381

6616
11019
1995

32956
50

441

6258

12931
13219
63793

227
2436
2499
3957

17
3146
2051
977
456

1606

181

8496

10518

952
2090

1127
30130

495
4718

500
1697

12421

4521
191

4294

5408
264
1455
604
1395
790
1298
288
1677
517

48452
1527
660

2504

67083

2573
9538
1093
551

11607
896

2709
18284
280

967
2131
788
744
2804

n Owing by Public Bodies. u Owing by Other Societies.



1912, Soui'HBRN i

Salani

3EcnoH.
:_

645

No. of * and PROFII

"Ssssr W.8C«. -—
Siln

durinfc the
Year.

Io. Aw
Profit. 8«^( gj^-

CapitU pttM,
wS».

BitertpttoM. 1

Dtatri-
Unm.

Pro-
doetve. botlre^ docUve. ^ GiMrt-

^''^tGr'-
1

pOM*. POM*.

.
:

X £ ' * M s. d. J J J M •. d.

1 96 6 2002 140 86862 • 4064 608 1 11^ 60 9t 8 8
2 5 2 194 118 6141 868. 44 8 0^ ^1** *" 9 1 7 4

a 90 5 780 208 17613 1860 106 9 4 6 17 2
4 10 2 518 91 84C7 561 49 1 Oi

9
19 9 2 1 8

5 6 4 359 182 9568 1010 ifj 2 0^ 6 9 1 19
6 9 408 6609 688 69 1 6 ,, 14 1 1 16 5
7 88

"7
1937 898 28806 9670 981 1 6 I] 99 48 7 10 9

8 8 145 4410 609 97 15 7
9 60 io 2753 446 89902 8898 712 1*71 '66 T7 '91 10 14 9
10 9 .. 375 7577 496 74 1 4 19 6 8 1 11 8
11 800 62 14820

1

2875 259027 29757 4514 1 10 1661 816 988 47 14

12 9 4 530
! 196 9991 1136 140 2 94 98 4 2 11 11

13 8 312 7193 678 96 1 8 18 18 18 2 4

14 82
'6

1562 280 34225 7576 290 4 4 86 7 2 8
15 8 2 414 74 8485 701 64 1 6

«
16 7 2 6

558 109 27104 4969 484808 56840 7010 •• 1717 010 448 108 19 1

1 39 6 1840 846 26 '42 2818 451 1 4i 48 14 7 8
2 91 15 4343

,
980 73031 8606 1488 1 11 ,, 49 16 a 10

3 7 8 550 265 11234 1010 108 1 4 . 96 9 2 11 1

4 6 5 270 223 6516 665 66 1 10 6
Ti 254 66 11878 8668 170829 17317 8202 1 7 976 i57 41 19 8
r. 4 162 2900 180 42 1 1 7 18 3
7 8 208 6584 61P6 148 9 4 'i6 1 11 3
8 45

*

7 1442 474 82867 2882 686 1 01 TO 88 8 7 4

a 84 28 4929 780 61569 4777 1096 1 81 .. 108 67 8 8
10 52 24 2878 1428 49462 6106 817 2 86 14 8 6 H
11

12
SB4
2

90 16287
107

6128 251018
8284

•% 8868
17 1? •• 806 48

up 17 866 17122 1867 887 1 8 4 '9 8m 29
"6

1466 828 21611 2012 188 1 7 64 46 'io 5 14m 29 5 1809 282 1H482 1161 89 1 18 86 6 4 10

T« 2 142 2282 234 40 1 111 1

17 16 4 1104 211 19691 1086
,

808 9 U 6 6
18 10 514 9467 748 < 158 1 6 19 8 9 8 1

19 11 4 609 199 19989 1691 864 9 19 88 14 8 6 7
90 •• •• 7ff79 996 •• •• ** ••

985 967 48946 16997 808189 84160 19899 •• 106 U86 708 16718 6



G4G Return of Trade, &c., for

SUMMARY OF THE

NAME OK KISTIUCT.

No. 1—North Metro-
politan

2— South Metro-
politan

3—Kent
;

4—Sussex
j

I

5

—

Hants

6—Wilts and Dorset

7—Oxford and Bucks

8—Cambridge and
Bedford

9—Norfolk

, 10—Essex and
Suffolk

Ko. of

Mem-
bers.

166076

53216

40576

14751

13167

43022

14996

34956

LIABILITIES.

,
I

Lians,
includ-

Share '"Rany

Capital.

Re-
serve

Value ofL|^"<i'
Stock P'd.nf,"«,

draft I Fund.
from
Bank.

£

1006078

867542

130600

157965

£

160907

71817

29950

41849

16875

51726

25715

48809

£

158111

59760

20057

5991

12402

7195

11176

7824

25759

Totals, 1912 206 429a39 8245995 66(5565 318714

Totals, 1911 211 404968 3056112 603006306045

Increase

Decrease

24871

ASSETS.

Stock
in

Trade

/ffird?^ Investments.

TV, am
FlxM
Stock.

525746j 562384

174587 231948

135298 187647

45478 76741

75575 111850

40790

plPr Invest- Goods."' ments.

£

141472

188404

83174

128610 197586

42559 62726

64381

117557 165074

13438421701072

1256552 1574034

127038

27696

12541

4558

10518

G43917

601871

42046

31077

97078

31898

922035

916714

Owing
to tho

Machin-i rfnnai> AI' Society
cry, and v^?r other for

13717

5454

20417

5658 H

8290: 9

I

5872 10

16047



1912, Southern Section. 647

SOUTHERN SECTION.

No. of
Employees on
Dec Slat.

Distri-
I

Pro-
botlTe. doctYe.

Salkriec and
Wa«e8.

Dittri-

botive.
Pro.

dactlTe.

Sale*
dorini! the

Year.
Share
Capital.

SobecripUoDS.Am'nt
Palda«' 1

Bonaa Ednca- Chart-
on i Uonal table

Wages- 1 Par- Por-
>-opermtiT
Unloa.

. . 1

8611 681 255653 64520

1840 60S 77184 39538

1103

1 888

838

46

60743

22832

20004

3263

m 164 84588 11364

981 62 12351 3918

880 264 47626 17460

829 140 16979 8806

1061083

919814

309268

544680

558
! 109

I
27104 4952

48946 i 16287

10101

9S41

855664

275252

484803

803189

£ *

206491 70842

91660 16875

96427 15183

25411 5706

487S8 8689

24840 8891

88009 90118

24737 8964

£

1900

8706

419

991

1068

995

1985

56340 7010 1717

84160 , 12692

608966

674418

178660 9179668

8661818

618040

746718

787641 166417

9077 I 74T8

106

10087

10648

189

£ £

9861 1990

9146 641

1461 906

407 180

1066 964

804 111

1479 576

948 148

810 446

1966 708

11801 6196

11699 5606

,, ..

» 870

£ 8. d.

415 13 1

244 6

194 12

70 9 3

126 16 7

62 18 9

193 10 9

73 « 11

103 19 1

167 18 6

1688 Oil

1890 16 9

962 4 2



648 Return op Trade, &c., for

RETURN OP

a These particulars are taken from

SOUTH-WESTERN

TRADE, &c., of Co-operative Societies in

arranged in their

our last year's return, b These particulars are taken

this office or to

NAME OF SOCIETY.
No. of
Mem.
bers.

LIABILITIES. ASSETS.

Share
Capital.

I

Loans,
includ-
ing any
Over-
draft
from

1

Bank.

Value of

Value of

Land,
Bldings.
Machin-
ery, and
Fixed
Stock.

Investments. Owing
to the
Society

for
Goods.

serve
Fund.

Stock
in

Trade.
House
Prop-
erty.

All
other
Invest-
ments.

No. 1—Cornwall—
Bodmin
Darite

400
120
570
77

235
1111
260
144
456
150
650
292
69

403
900
233
288
400

£
• 2126

763
2745
464
253

5676
747
857
1018
239
1712
1015
94

1252
4800
401
643
1716

£
539
380

i68

l6i3
303
150
462
25

678
700
15

224
201
100
494
878

£

51
327

i46
255
253

m
.81

188
886

226

£
.786
485
1890
286
335

2980
665
528
1123
259
1322
862
52

976
980
379
457
1377

£
1109
100
934
193
46

8538
103
167
208
27

1096
926
131

564
2600

27
1220
1287

£

241

803

3i9

£
422
804
1471
105
130

1459
649
156
277
66
168
887
17

451
3562
138
316
459

£
120
75

i48
129
22
92
240
153
26

98

"7

78
56
2

148

1

2

8
4

6

7
8
9
10
11

12

13
14

15

16

17

18

1

2
8
4

6
6
7
8
9
10
11

12

18
14

15

16

17
18
19
20
21

22

Delabole . .

.

Falmouth .

Liskeard, St. Cleer & Dist.
Menheniot

Penzance
Roche
St. Austell
St. Blazey
St. Breward
St ColumbRoad
Saltash
Tokenbury Corner Coal .

.

Truro
Wadebridge

Total 6758 26521 6170 2526 16241 14276 868 10631 1393

No. 2—Devon—
271
100
273
363
596
760
780
176
97
196
182
547

3209
855
226
205
48
129
132
260
1630

81

688
50

963
600

2801
4264
15357
278
287
719

1818
890

19857
4192
1238
378
48

476
601
991

12399
207

409
16

1300
1020
94

1681
1520
205
102
568
478
64

9810
72

480
404

99
33

2i66
180

169

"28

303
1019
1582
43

'86

.30

74
123
230
15

ii2
100
130

1115
35

679
75

320
351
1123
1729
3003
237
141

423
1308
638

6248
nil
412
244
61

902
688
872

4704
268

568
38

1403
850
980
4529
6260
66

807
996
863
181

17643
l.')86

29
5.55

8
849
184
150

5343
112

484
8140

3548

1080

281
107
801
886
1499
900

7514
231
152
348
191
482

8696
2006
282
172
23

247
256

137
26

234
160
78

250
75
106
148
88
57

m
23

13
8

14

45
55

681

Axminster

Bideford
Bovey Tracey

Buckfastleigh
Chudleigh

Comwood .

.

Dartmouth
Exeter

Ilfracombe ... .

Kingswear . . ... ......

Moreton Hampstead
Newton Abbot

286
2986 4488

145North Tawton
1 1



1912, South-Westsbn Section. 649

SECTION.

the Counties of Cohn wall, Devon, aud Somekset, for 1912,

respective Counties.

from the Registrar's Return for 1911. c These societies have uot made a return either to

the Regbtrar.

No.o(
KmDtojrsw on

Dee. Slat.

btetri-
bouve. dnetre

Dlstri- Pro-
butive. doctire.

dnrlng th«
Ymt.

on DlYl-
Share dead
CapiUl, per^

SabacriptioM.

Cbwi-I

l^^'lSSff'

106

126
448
72
147
880
906
ISO
829
182
406
268
6

514
884
26
162
806

8 6076

U7
976
737
819
U94
107
106
S66
106
864
2460
401 il

1S8
184
16
84
828
isw
1798
84

79

70

310

4969
1698

18840
1749

463

t
196
146
401
88
96
68
80
109
761
917

196
75
879

7219
1999
9627
8680
10168

7083
17821
1028
8366
4604

104899

8899
708
1616
4966
11940
14870

1941
4188
9077
6064

88081
9474
9000
1914
816

106
1613
109
106

1541
326
154
293
11

780
846
15

602
2246
110
148
471

24
82
180
18
15

251
81
40
35

48

9001

96*
17
40

S66
1340
1574
8497
67
91

806
176
468

9674
970
01

79
10

900

ton

1041

1

17
93
198
180
601

"•
88
89
86
749
179
99
10

'i»
99

8. d.
4

1 6
2 6
1 8

1 8
2 8
1 8
1

2

1

7

0!

?
1

?

4

?»

7

8
5
8

t
I 8

71

i, 8. d.

oil 10
2 16 6

2
'6

6 8 6
1 6

15 5
9 3 11

15 5
4 15 4

1 10 4

5 8
3
4 7

7 11

3 4 3

89 7 3

1 9
1 16
3 18

6
8 17

7
19

1

1

15 1

4 2
1 10

16

4

19
18

1 1

8 6
8

r Fire months only.



G50 Retukn of Trade, <fcc., for

NAME OF SOCIETY.

Devon—Con.
Okeharapton 848
Ottery St. Mary 160
Paignton 1770
Plymouth Mutual 39967
Plympton iiOO

Princetown 328
Sidmouth 600
South Molton 413
Tavistock -502

Teignmouth 663
Tiverton 908
Torquay i 2330
Torrington 218

No. of
Mem-
bers.

UABIUTIK8.
1

Share
Capital.

Loans,
includ-

draft
from
Bank.

Re-

,
Value of

Value of ,,H""''

Trade. "/,.-"

Stock.

Productive Society

:

Plymouth Printers. .

.

Total

201

60024

N'o. 3.—Somerset—
bBath 1140
Bridgwater 1798
Bristol 16604
Bruton 422
Butleigh 213
Chard 1906
Coleford (Highbury)

:
475

ftCrewkerne 690
East Harptree

,
110

Frome
|

828
Minehead i 244
Oakhill : 218
Portishead ^ ' 541
Radstock I 4298

1113
260
571

2340
218

2682
1257

Shepton Mallet
Stoke-under-Ham . .

.

Street Industrial
Taunton
Templecombe
Twerton-on-Avon . .

.

Wellington
cWells
Weston-super-Mare 709
Yeovil 2150

41082

Productive Society

:

Bristol Printers

Total 41142

£

697
507

10919
487751
2652
750
3028
1471
1786
4223
cms

25880
542

615660

1157

616817

5448
9893

111586
1268
1897

20634
2957
5857
747

6001
578
1279
2829

40440
4345
1115
3713

1700
44

1184
23890 97791
3700
1254
232
146
689
386
1808
7844

62198

604

1014
14929
16764

4014

291

3577
4342
19114
825
55

404
653

1440
11

75
3017
7702
1586
194
756
388
740

3652
2504

316
5084

149

315
84

106655

913
6936
280
167

1050
97

680
255
212

i78
200
1278
1171
150
221
1225
102
1427

186

18067

291091 56078 18081

455
455

4898
97927
1077
611
840
680
949
1598
2691
8056
545

145609

145835

2242
3089

35.363

744
1107
7158
i3as
2916
1029
1532
226
725
1240
9892
3438
725
1438
2219
501

6489

1700
4606

94870

64

94434

iDvestmente.
o^,„p

;

' to the

House All society

Prnn. Otlier I fof
'"" Invest- Gootls.

ments.

•rop-

erty.

£

277
642

806U
211379 103345

3231 1668
968
949
497
1876 164
24?5
4460
15491

,
6625

292779 122940

1800

294079 122940

5034
81802

989
197

7140
633

2973
16

4572
82
492

2717
13730
2485
494

•1709
4151
1022
8461
5911

2453
'.'.

7395 2121

4557
344

5980
90

1243
13408
250

14219

2180
9090

178
144

2491
222900

635

505
1317
13a3

263560

84

159848g 18482

247

160090
;
53482

1780
3778
2a577
392
589

2914
1761
1271
298
1997
226
817
943

16461
1296
488
1785

5063
1254

3162

47

88735 1173.'3

- 41
94
868

201

(/27

4405

36

887
m9
181

87
996

226 10
91 11

140 12

108 13
14

1455 15

143 16
495 17

18
75 19

268 20
443 21

22

p211 24

147 25

g Bread only.



1912, South-Westebn Section. (>51

Koot SalnTirs kiid ,
PKOKIT

E«go,^^^on Wages. !

1

Dlstrt- Pk>-

Salei
dorins the

Year.

i t.. Aver-
SotoetiptioM. 1

DIstri- Pro- B^ Cbj»i.

boUve. duotvt. UiUve. dnetive. S^n^ dcmi Wi«H. ttoaiU
Pur-

Ubia
Pnr ^gsT'-

1
1 1

ptum. POMS.

£ £ £ £ £ *. d. i1 £ £ £ 8. d.

as 4 380 66 4812 267
1

25 1 6 8 8 18 6
34 8 151 40 8271 174 16 1 1 8 8 9 14
25 48 2327 808 41088 4526 ! 492 1 1 10|| 00 16 9 4 1

ae 1067 834 58S68 96370 776854 107758 26100 2 0^ 81 186 9089 1060 178 8 3
'27 13 544 135 7770 481 182 0.9 8 1 2 12 1

28 4 383 64 8978 7 1 I 18 8
20 4 350 160 7931 766 180 1 8 10 19 8 2 18 4
80 4 lb7 114 4062 836 64 1 Si 9 6 4 1 18 10
ai 9 851 106 7048 668 71 1 4 6 6 2 10
m 18 668 118 9843 798 196 1 8 11 10 2 8 6 2
33 17 8 888 306 13697 1345 8oa 1 4 90 10 6 1 1

34 72 18 8547 858 52944 4916 1187 1 5 90 25 11 15 9
35 7 336 4700 457 22 2 16 2 1 8 8

1468 418 73888 81484 1107820 188748 81698 8192 2612 1296 974 4 10

36 10 867 2580 69 69 .. 9 .. 110

1468 438 72888 83861 1110400 188813 81676 8189 9514 1986 976 5 10

1 19414 964

•

16 5 11 8
2 82 7 i702 886 8S528 8179 429 1 6} 89 68 89 8 10 4
8 897 84 96912 5708 «r 38814 6096 1 ^ i66 487 907 88 9 7
4 7 8 849 128 .687 , 68 2 n 19 8 1 12 8
5 8 8 158 108 4840 893 ! 88 1 10
6 40 6 2027 270 86284 4447 988 2 • 16 9 11 6
7 6 6 460 274 12465 1649 127 2 6 .. 8 9 4 6
8 16680 988
9 137 8908 886 84 12 6
10 18 4 712 Mi 14688 1S06 246 1 4 4 a 4 1 10
11 .4 210 8680 979 98 1 1 7 6
12 6 8 280 147 4669 306 49 1 4 .. 7 1 1

18 11 6 887 300 8810 677 116 1 8 7 9 10 6
14 82 28 6118 1814 107029 14898 1 1826 2 7 88 21 1 10
15 17 8 1286 278 18666 1206

,
187 1 9 ^^ 8

16 6 4 128 115 8401 248 26 1 8 , ,, 9 1 7 1

17 8 8 895 142 8256 974 180 1 10 9 ,

18 89 8 1906 807 88986 4401 1102 2 9| 64 106 10 12 4 9
ig 4 1 908 6H 4608 888 46 1 4 6 19 4
20 47 9 9617 672 48968 8829 B96 1 *i 74 16 IH 18
21

22
28

21 7 use 818 91989 9179 717 1 8 86 8 8 10 2

h "i '664 988 '9997 '808 177 o'ii i9 'ii 8 aioio
34 87 18 1994 840 8S829 9171 428 1 8 48 99 10 9

794 196 48789 12202 769621 89178 19814 1IM « 818 180 8 8

26 .. 8 641 m 99 6 •• t 1 .. 6 8

794 904 48782 19748 mm 89196 18819 1m 884 aw 188 14



652 Return of Trade, &c., for

NAME OF DISTRICT.

SUMMARY OF THE

No. 1—Cornwall

,, 2

—

Devon

,, 3—Somerset. .

Totals, 1912

Totals, 1911

Increase .

.

Decrease .

.

No. of
Mem-
bers.

LIABILITIES.

Share
Capital.

Loans,
includ-
iiiR any
Over-
draft
Irom
Bank.

6758

60024

41142

107924

103844

4080

£

26521

616817

291091

934429

936133

1704

£

6170

56078

115525

Value of
Stock

in

Trade.

Value of
Land,

Bldings,
Machin-
ery, and
Fixed
Stock.

House
Prop-
erty.

All
other

Invest-
ments.

106655

18081

127262

124348

2919

145835

94434

£

14276

294079

160090

255510 468445

447510

6542

122940

53482

£

10531

263584

83735

177285

163238

14047

357850

873133

Owing
to the
Society

for
Goods.

4405

1173

17533

14259

8274



1912, SOUTH-WESTERN SECTION. 668

SOUTH-WESTERN SECTION.

2

8

No.01
Employeeton
Dee.Sltt.

SidarlMud
Wage..

Sale*
dur.^.U.e

£

104899

1110400

758684

PROFIT.

Ilntemt An'at

Booiu

£

88

8499

791

BObtnlptiOIM.

Diatri-
batlTe.

£

6276

72B88

48788

Pro-
dacUve.

£

462

82861

12748

DiBtri-

baUTC

lOQ.

1468

7M

Pro.
doctve.

8

428

204

ProAL

£

9001

189812

69195

on
Shan

{
Capital

£

1041

81915

12819

! EdiK*

, powa.

£

84

8614

884

Chart.
tabic
Pur
potca.

£

68

1888

876

£ •, A,

88 7 8

875 6 10

180 14

2866

2287

640

001

126046

122104

45646

86798

1968888

1868089

217008

889428

44966

41061

4816

4668

8488

8746

1666

1616

497 7

418 5 8

128 88 4842 8768 100244

8M80

8804

848 818

118 86 1 9



65i Hkturn of Tkadk, &c., for

WESTERN

RETURN OF TRADE, &c., of Co-operative Societies in the Counties

Hereford, Monmouth, Montgomery, Pembroke, and Part of

a These particulars are taken from our last year's return, b These particulars are taken

this office or to

NAME OF SOCIETY.
No. Of
Mem-
bers.

No. 1 — Gloucester and
Hereford District—

Bream
Cainscross and Ebley . . .

.

Cinderford
Coin Independent
Dumbleton
Frampton Cotterell
Gloucester
Hereford
Kemble
Llanidloes
Lydney
Newtown
Pillowell and Yorkley
South Cerney
Stroud
bTortworth
Upper Lydbrook
Welshpool

Total

No. 2—Brecon, Monmouth,
AND East Glamorgan
District—

Aberdare Workmen's
Abergavenny
Abersychan and Talywain

.

Blaenavon
Blaina
Cardiff
Chepstow
Cradoc
Cwmbach
Cwmbran & Pontynewydd

.

Cwmtillery
Dowlais
^Duffryn (Mountain Ash) .

Ebbw Vale
bGarndiffaith and Varteg .

Llanbradach

92
3707
2496
168
90

618
9489
1016
412
374
299
1063
238
128

3705
44
52

24224

1539
252
2496
1978
6381
2700
617
190

5906
192

1330
1192
634
1650
566
356

LIABILITIES.

Loans,
' includ-

Share '"Rany Re-

rkiiital
O^er- servecapital.
^j.j^f^ Fund.

1

from
I Bank.

Value of
Stock
in

Trade,

Value of

Land.
Bldinf^s,
Machin-
ery, and
Fixed
Stock.

219
41467
28715
1073
242

5307
152355
6390
1651
2447
3394
9356
1865
187

39783
181
427
578

295637

16508
432

20132
33500
109620
8437
2838
1591

97366
1941

11985
6185
9337
16124
9883
1726

563
3547
857

1

104
3426
4190
470
14

252
467

1162
45

607
2

15707

31
2026
9778
24298
10536
1465
1520

1.336

1876
2168
2213
5004
3689
2873

3162
244
45

76
7579
610
161
181
485
699
301
36

2175
155
18

64

3063
75

3757
2270
6080

i84
108

8036
40

1115
1447
300
670
1170
155

9213
800
257
2719

33138
2328
827
1029
876
1879
851
191

11753
272
308
374

76211

6800
282

9164
10936
43177
4211
1781

579
40652
1086
6631
3467
9302
8440
5151
1935

Investments.

House
I'rop-

erty.

All
other
Invest-
ments.

Owing
to the
Society

for

Goods.

£ £ £ £

672 101 68
8344 9597 23757 1598
9162 1504 16074 445
115 289 401
58 138 45

5488 762 624
41115 37914 63346 A83
5478 1379 91
422 583- 177
970 769 103
1900 1579 79
4289 1038 3899 586
808 100 492 138
26 85 50

10906 4647 18719
109

2086

697 104 59
75 •• 269 lie

90525 54800 132454 6846

6912 4088 4462 2096
2C0 318

7704 13039 3615 i87
19151 19529 4423 rfl028

40(569 45728 179.53 1895
14270 1447 1975 2083
2653 645 774
228 365 2503

20.'540 8867 33744 2149
2148 219 123
5434 480 49H7
5841 250 1094

2548
299

7579 3601 4313 161

3174 6417
4878 435

d Hire Purchase f Clubs.



1912, Western Section. 655

SECTION.

of Brecknock, Gardioan, Gakmarthem, Glamorgan, Gloucester,

Worcester, for 1912, arranged in their respective Goonties.

from Uie Registrar's Return for 1911. c These societies have not made a retam either to

Die Registrar.

I M&o(

Dtatrt-
!

Pro-
batiTe. jdnetTe.

Salaries and
Wa«e».

- Sale*
I durlni! the

i

niatri- Pro
batiTC dacUve.

Net
Profit.

Atw
DM-

Share
Capital' per £.

Wage*.

3
4

5

6
7

§i
10

I

"
I

12 I

18
'

14
16

;

16
I

17 !

18
i

Obail-
table ' Co-oporatti)
Par I tfnioo.

71
4

3
90
808
22
6
5
7
17
6
2

flflS

4014
8894
151

112
824

1066
892
275

1048
841

4782

14i 80978

86
4
86
60
sao
67
16
8

196
7
84
44

61

19

67
1867
1019

808
3481
484
140
217

151
48

1144

70

2518
108418
76980
8878
1840
17818

17760
8685
6171
6828
90649
9590
1644

107216
1186
1886
8572

1601
222
6184
8916
16608
8644
TOT
267

19290
468

9060
9918

8816

lOOO

548
81
782
1888
8917
6R6
146

9i9B
86
647

•H8

146

600971

14448
7552
858
129
747

29671
1791
849
827
815
8405
1174
67

14965
79
94
299

78756

67010
4190

76680

vam

846161
7901

40196

18700

7
1651

1827
56
9

201
6287
270
59
112
150
348
80
6

1640

s. d.

11086

1

1 7

611
14

788
1948

186

8 7i
1

9 6
9
9

?J|
8**4

1 6
9 ai
1 6

I'io

I U

199
718
19
10

ii6

14

190

'

6

678

76

98
180
8
8

9
18 11 9
12 8

8 2 6
47 12
4 10
2 2 5

1 17 11

1 11 3
4 18
1 3 9

18 3
18 14 4

5 11

18 9

118 10 6

86
1

66
89
107

7 14

1 4

9 17
80
18 16
8 9
1

99 19
1 10
6 9 10
6 14 8

10
9 19 1

9



656 Return op Trade, &c., for

I
UADIUTIE8.

iAMi; OK SOCIETY.
j
No. of

I
Wem-
bets. Sliarc

Caijital.

Loans,
iiiclud-

draft
from
Bank.

Brecon, Monmouth, anp
East Glamorgan Dis-
trict—Con.

Mei-tbyr /

Newport
New Tredegar
Penarth
bPenrhiwceiber
bPhcenix-Nantyglo
Senghenydd & Aber Valley
Trecynon and Cwmdare .

.

Tredegar
Treharris
Troedyrliiw
Ynysybwl

Total 41041

No. 8—West Wales Dist.-

Abercrave
Alltwen and Pontardawe
Ammanford
Briton Ferry
Burry Port
Craigcefnparc
Cwmbwrla
cCwmgorse
Cwmllynfell
Gorslas
Llanelly
Llangennech
Lower Cwmtwrch
Milford Haven
Neath Abbey & Skewen
Pembroke Dock
Pontardulais
Pontyberem
Resolven
Swansea
Treboeth
Trimsaran
Ystalyfera

Productive Societies :-

Cymmer, Corrwg & Gwynfi
Baking

Swansea Printers

Total

362
3915
1203
1055
575
208
1088
480
1282
830
664
1410

120
1533
580
668
251
112

240
124

776
71
141
242
568
1037
800
215
430

1500
346
81
105

1285
62056
8689
3932
3087
1189
6728
6448
10049
9074
.5378

11886

467401

10642

10619

11326
3875
5472
1057
380
2746

i737
994

3941
381
785
300

2996
4638
6914
2303
5837
3852
1550
820

63762

400
454

341
5466
5289
710
3184
568
700
180

9123
1727
1005
5917

102871

3117
471

2148
1655

3075

237
331
2074

126
672

104
4160

280
267

Re-
serve
Fund.

Value of
Stock
in

Trade.

Value of
Land,

DIUinRS,
Machin-
ery, and
Fixed
Stoi'li.

House
Prop-
erty.

All
other
Invest-
inenta.

Owing
to th«
Society

for
Ooods.

1258
982
610

102
2105
556
507
623
1443
773

87495 211764

24900

282
4077
654
405
91

241
664

108
215
542
108

1770
148
697
472
663
261
149
226
17

11849

941 640
14869

1
14037

6248 i 4401
2554 I 1786
875 15"

1360
I

170
5109

I

5290
2195 1443
8872

1
5744

4708 4444

7131

861
9809
3413
2376
947
255

1447
968

2131
358
663
146

3053
2733
3269
2199
2888
2794
1126
492

48819

155
94

750
3940
1709
2450
1555

1765

1064
649
2097

3
466
S24

2875
4008
2164
1218
1967
3388
1608
150
520

84670

19324
3316
149

585
3708
912
923

8678

8456

2797

1864

1705

1148

1447

18112

18112

379
11605
1249

1220
3071
2512
KJ78
669
1505

2927
682
1383
876
132

796

i60
196

1226
164

791
1085
1125
410

2248
853
344
60

15394

15660

f Clubs.



1912, WE8TBBN 8ECnOK . 657
""

Ncol Salarin sad PROFIT
Employee* oo

Dee. sue
Wage*.

1 1

Sale*
during the

Yew. Nek
PtoSt. ,

,

on
Wa(«.

Mtoartvtkmt.

1

Distri- 1

boUTe. ;

1

Pro-
doettve.

lo-
teiMt
on

Shan
Capital

^.
dmd
par<.

Distil- Pro-
daetve. » ^•|atKoaaraUTC

Union.

— 1

1

,

poaM. poaea. 1

£ Jt £ £ £ 8. d. J M J M B. d.

17 8 2 468 104 9752 606 58 1 11 6 1 11 8
18 86 26 4661 1802 79163 7908 1860 1 6 91 09 90 4 11

19 47 9 2802 767 ssnvi 5847 199 9 19 80 46 6 8
•20 26 4 1495 948 26266 2978 182 1 5i " 64 148 6 8 1

'21 26843 4548 *

22 7180 560 '"

'23 31 6 9046 418 51016 6687 i57 2 6 '46 106 6 8
24 11 4 740 951 17570 8393 248

I

3 6 9 9 4 10
•J/, :«; 11 2964 782 48870 4240 321 1 6 '66 9 8 14 4

8 1928 580 86696 4203 370 2 1 20. 6 4
4 1765 306 88048 3897 141 2

'[
15 6 8 11 2

ii

1177

" 2884 841 58080 5796 438 1101 •' 78 7 618 1

285 74584 16848 1501980 196877 15598 •• 1986 1877 728 186 5 7

4 875 7681 157 81 6 8 "
2 92 26 1887 487 4S947 4664 680 2 6 [[ 7 i2 6
8 12 4 9S0 96 181186 1967 167 2

"7
is 9 18 2

4 16 6 914 806 17204 1896 264 1 8 8 8 8 1 8
6 6 885 5976 468 47 1 0* ia 9 18 1 6
6 S IfO 1971 114 16 1 ? 1 10 :>

7 12
"2 814 i70 14905 668 187 1 1' \[ t *4 8 3 11

8 " , 16 8

9 9 *718 .. iooso 5*7 '79 1
"0 " 6 1 4

10 4 2 961 99 5626 510 40 1 6
"6

19 6
11 16 9 988 189 17765 1856 143 1 8 68

'»
16 8 9

12 8 106 2818 191 7 1 6 6 8
18 4 811 4880 899 87 1 19 6
14 S

"1
110 *8C 1848 31 [^

16 28 1448 98199 8170 '90 2
"0 "

. 19 87 9 i4 2
16 19

"3
994 is? 17181 1996 08 1 4 90 7 6 6 8

17 10 1186 84996 8866 917 9 8 [*. 19 6 9 18 4
)H 7 427 iioeo 981 44 1 8i ^_ ,"4

1094 996 91646 9461 9S8 9 ? |[ 91 i9 9 1

10 *2107 888 88061 1700 148
010]

118 99 99 6 4 2
-. 4 479 918 9686 408 86 9 1

h a 180 8864 199 ,. 1 8 8
28 8 964 •• 9680 74 98 7» •• 7 10

246 68 18094 9B0B 811547 96678 - 184 « 191 46 10

34 6 506 8792 98 90 t
25 ;; It 887 1661 196 18

1

•*

246 81 18094 4881 817000 99m MM .. liM

1

,«
1

196

1

40 10

44



658 Return of Trade, &c., for

NAME OF SOCIETY.

No. 4

—

Mid-Olauoroan
District—

Aberavon
Abergwynfi
Afan Valley
Barry and District
Blaengarw
Bryn

(

Caerau and Maeeteg
aCwmavon
Cymnier

aPerndale ,

Glyncorrwg
ftMar^jram

Mid-Rliondda
Nantvmoel
Pantdii
Penygraig
Pontrhydyfen
Pontycymmer
Pontyrhyl
Taibach and Port Talbot.

.

Ton
bTreorky
Ynyshir and Watts Town..

Total

LIABILITIES. ASSETS.

No. of
Mem

Share
Capital.

Loans,
includ

draft

Re-
serve
Fund.

Value of
Stock

in
Trade.

Value of

Land.
Bldings,
Machin-
ery, and

Investments. Owing
to the
Society

for

bers.
House
Prop.
ens.

All
other

from Kixpd Invest Goods.
Bank. st(H-;.. nient*.

£ £ £ £ £ £ £ £

444 644 18 981 161 522 208 1

255 2017 738 1798 929 392 879 2

222 18B2 lies 870 1551 545 937 510 184 3

796 3754 2151 507 3845 2311 235 755 538 4

338 2411 1718 377 1688 2480 468 457 .''i

la*) 477 516 170 554 65 240 209 370 6

699 a')34 8009 367 3768 7584 498 2091 7

11 34 3 10 50 8

404 4491 231 173 1422 1285 125 2i99 588 9

S948 22212 19052 13002 18141 5655 20565 5005 10

175 1510 1197 243 1356 1288 193 412 11

58 154 108 50 213 6 88 12

1150 3522 1659 1201 4113 1606 1857 764 ioo 13

1283 15435 1500 4655 58<)0 1392 4918 2855 14

172 1536 809 384 1385 809 858 150 15

\2m 6310 210 1637 3565 3637 1748 5060 683 16

140 1797 146 1144 467 513 357 17

1212 9395 1581 1914 7183 4071 1408 1026 2128 18

80 710 197 5a5 31(5 366 19

320 1682 li84 409 1214 1813 206 602 109 20

2001 23350 5009 1039 12435 14137 1454 2857 788 21

1820 21813 7537 5000 7827 4604 21919 22

432 3794 4754 150 4151 3016 1761 891 2559 23

16262 181934 37844 85627 78845 74928 17018 66218 19730



1912, Westkbn Section 659

No. o( Salorlei and PBOHT.
•

Sale*
doriof tbc

Net
PioBt

In- Aw-
on dTtI-

Bhara dead
Cpiul per 4.

Boaw
SitaoKaaa.

Dittrl- 1 Pre-
boUTe. doctre.

I

Dtrtri- ! Pro-
buUve. idactiTe. ^ W^'^'Xi""

1 1 I IMM. POMB.
1

£ £ £ f 1- V. ,1.

!

£ \ £ %. d.

1 12 684 11421 186 21 ' 8 9 4
2 8 759 15145 1610 74 2 4| 5 6
3 7 1 592 82 13225 1472 295 2 6 14 18
4 27 4 1077 234 2f»478 2139 161 1 5 S6 7 8 4 2
5 7 625 13951 1708 95 2 8 2 118 4
6 3 2 239 134 4618 433 4 1 71 Oil
7 22 2 1613 134 1315H 41 17 , 6 90 'i7

;
4 8 4

8 1 6 103 8 3 1 6
9 9 868 20064 2535 176 2 6J .. "a 88 9 9 1

10 112 ii 7888 840 207353 43619 157 4 1 .. 86 96
11 4 400 10118 1203 40 2 7 .. 8 1 10
12 1687 121
13 30 isii 42802 4880 66 20 io 87 4 is 9
14 37 'i4 8127 1662 67191 8686 890 3 6 '.!

' 15 6 6 11 8
15 6 389 10850 1689 66 8 17 1

16 43
"4

2822 58078 7806 102 2 6 'a 5 4 11

17 5 1 328 '99 6488 625 82 1 10 ;-, 15
18 84 7 2119 524 51000 7144 460 2 81

28 1 10|

76 22 5 4 11

19 2 185 3868 859 4 9 8 4
20 12

*

1 666 84 14833 1604 68 1 2 10 1 9 4

21 67 12 8749
1

916 73812 6896 908 ] 2 73 SO 10 8 6
22 68517 10240
'28 23

"'4
isSO

1

831 now 191 90 •• 1
]

::
i

::

471 «8 81006 4879 740244 108992 8196 6 880 »6j 49 10 10

_ ' ^

1



G(>0 Return of Trade, &c., for

SUMMARY OF THE

NAME OF DISTRICT.

1

1
o

i

18

28

2S

2S

No. of

Mem-
bers.

LIABILITIES. ASSETS.

I

Loans,
j
includ-

Shave !

'"«
^Jl^

capital, a
from
Bank.

Re-
serve
Fund.

lvalue of

Value ofLLand

i

Stock.

Investments. 1

OwhiK
to the

;J^P;
,

Invest- Goods.
1 ments.

No. 1

—

Gloucester and
Herkford

„ 2—Brecon,Monmouth,
AND East Glamor-

24224

41041

10619

16262

295637

467401

63606

131934

£

15707

102871

25842

87844

£

18599

37495

12068

35627

£

76211

211754

43568

78345

£

90525

183468

36252

74928

£

54800

129469

13112

17018

£

132454

119283

15560

66213

£

6846

24124

17330

19730

1

2

4

„ 3—West Wales

„ 4—Mid-Glamorgan ..

Totals, 1912

Totals, 1911 9€

92146

87716

958578

921580

182264

162809

103789

109208

409878

392160

385173

876940

1

1

214394

200305

833460

329219

68030

66895

Increase

Decrease

,. 4430

1
•

37048 19455

5419

17718 8283 14089 4241 1186



1912, Western Section. 661

WESTERN SECTION.

No. of
Imployeeao
Dee. tut.

Diitri- Pro.
botive. dnctre.

Wages.

during the
Year.

PBOKIT.

1 Am-nt
' 8tthK:r*pUoo».

'^^ pSd M ,

; 8ta«r«>
Bonus Educa- Chari

lOapital
Wtfcs.

Uonal
Par.

1177

245

471

144

285 74584 16843

81 i 15924 4881

68 81086 4879

600071

1

76755

1591989 196877

317000

740244

26721

106992

11068

2404 ! 184

8198

£

576

1877

221

7»

Co
^sst

£ B. d.

118 10 6

186 5 7

46 10

49 10 10

2518

2401

84118

512 146846

8260204

8145677

402846

414514

82168 1425

31968
I

1864

9664

9740

1480

1488

400 7 9

464 14 8

117 670 176

11609 64 6 6



662 A Summary for all the Sections.
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A Summary for all the Sbctioms. 668
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664 Classified Summary op the Societies.
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Classified Summary of the Societies. 666
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666 Returns Relating to

RETURNS RELATING TO

a These particulars are taken from our last year's returns, b These particulars are taken
this office or to

OBJECT OF MANUFACTURE.

ENGLAND AND WALES.

Corsets ,

Cotton Cloth

Fustian
Hosiery

Ready-made Clothing

»> >>

Quilts, Table Covers, &c
Silk Twist

j>

Worsted and Wool

Boots and Shoes

NAME OF SOCIETY.

Kettering Corset Manufacturing
Burnley Self-Help Manufacturing

feNelson Self-Help Manufacturing
Hebden Bridge Fustian Manufacturing
Kirkby-in-Ashfield Manufacturers
Wigston Hosiers
Kettering Clothing
Ideal Clothiers (Wellingborough)
London Clothiers
Eccles Manufacturing
Leek Silk Twist Manufacturing
Macclesfield Silk
Thomson, Wm., and Sons Limited (HuddersHeld)
Airedale Worsted Manufacturing (Bradford)
Delph Woollen Manufacturing

Total

aAvalon (Rothwell) Boot and Shoe
Chesham Boot and Shoe
Crompton (Desborough) Boot and Shoe . .

.

Excelsior (Sileby) Boot and Shoe
Finedon Boot and Shoe
Glenfield Boot and Shoe
Higham Ferrers Boot and Shoe
Kettering Boot and Shoe
Kettering Union Boot and Shoe
Leicester Anchor Boot and Shoe
Leicester Equity Boot and Shoe
Leicester Self-Help Boot and Shoe
Midland (Wellingborough) Boot and Shoe.
Nantwich Boot and Shoe
Northamptonshire Productive (Wollaston)
Pioneer Co-operative Boot (London)
Ringstead Unity
St. Crispin Productive (Raunds)
" Sperope " Boot and Shoe (Barwell)

Total



Pboductive Societies, 1912\. 667

PRODUCTIVE SOCIETIES, 1912.

from the Registrar's Returns (or 1911. c These sooieUes have not made a return either tc

the Registrar.

LIABILITIES. A88ST8.
Mo. of

No. of Loans. Value of InTestments. Owtnc

oo
Dee.
Uat.

Salaric*
Mem-
bers. Share

Capital.

1

iaciading
Reserre
Kand.

Value of
Stock
in

Trade.

Land,
BldlnKs.
Machln-

^^
Stock.

0^
w-SL

Prop-
erty.

All

otber

£ £ £ £ M £ £ £ £

1 868 4692 4518 1089 6204 9978 866 9660 189 6884

2 818 8743 16765 1000 11046 18025 66 873 6847 198 13896

8 81 2116 8905 8838 2941 4435 1887

4 856 80779 400 18140 10805 11848 2635 17387 6i6o 800 16963

5 175 8564 8165 406 4710 1730 896 1748 47 3800

6 240 4195 1664 115 8793 2183 685 939 48 3038

7 1071 30896 18428 7802 26849 11460 884 13007 6889 1071 88867

8 923 16621 14287 4200 16926 8839 13877 9500 651 84151

9 88 789 466 683 648 584 9 625

10 224 13600 7i22 3715 6986 '9618 8942 .. 131 6103

11 121 7486 8124 2288 8906 6478 3891 8181 118 6883

12 275 8700 7020 556 6830 8863 4848 4868 168 8988

18 411 18038 14080 8002 16260 664 7356 11989 136 WW
14 485 7067 2686 1856 8971 508 1878 1868 47 8860

15 76 1487 467 16 1668 876 •• 40 307 18 607

5867 141021 96901 41980 137362 76863 8074 71708 66886 8096 139967

16 194 1689 4476 776 8137 4788 1908 9817 980

17 60 969 693 413 1601 680 96 687 96 9068

18 389 4686 3836 642 6131 8868 64 1861 116 •497

19 98 1860 1818 680 1180 1967 888 1619 70 9808

20 99 4601 414 800 3689 489 MTO 961 80 9944

21 944 8066 3791 1396 8190 1790 988 1661 88 4806

as 394 4906 1874 1479 8879 9640 448 1898 87 4868

39 697 9866 8438 8686 18986 8879 * 9408 8719 m 18188

34 976 1817 1967 307 9019 1486 4 890 69 8868

36 680 6907 6698 87 7480 9198 984 1619 117 8786

36 966 11978 19617 1891 19688 8B64 1809 946 18448

27 300 9066 1899 461 9648 9199 99 m 87 8186
'2*4 168 8784 1068 664 9964 1897 81 9989 H 4848

'jy 111 791 495 944 696 974 m m 81 urn
.'10 191 9696 8911 617 9161 m IBIS 96 4866

:n 88 680 600 760 1887 1917 66 116 90 U90
:<2 34 790 816 8 1876

8oS
s 816 60 9999

8:) 60 4090 9464 697 6814 J! 9n7 180 7789

84 194 9n9 4668 986 4648 1444 906 MO 74 4991

4699 06696 0BB8O 16891 86144 48660 •• 16881 mm 1991 101874



668 Rktuuns Relating to

RETURNS RELATING TO

a These particulars are taken from our last year's returns, b These particulars are taken
this office or to

OBJECT OF MANUFACTURE. NAME OF 80CIETT.

ENGLAND AND WALES.

Corsets
Cotton Cloth

Fustian
Hosiery

ReEidy-made Clothing

Quilts, Table Covers, &c
Silk Twist

i»

Worsted and Wool

Boots and Shoes

Kettering Corset Manufacturing
Burnley Self-Help Manufacturing

bNelson Self-Help Manufacturing
Hebden Bridge Fustian Manufacturing
Kirkby-in-Ashfield Manufacturers
Wigston Hosiers
Kettering Clothing
Ideal Clothiers (Wellingborough)
London- Clothiers
Eccles Manufacturing
Leek Silk Twist Manufacturing
Macclesfield Silk
Thomson, Wm., and Sons Limited (Huddersfield)
Airedale Worsted Manufacturing (Bradford) .

Delph Woollen Manufacturing

Total

aAvalon (RothwelU Boot and Shoe
Chesham Boot and Shoe
Crompton (Desborough) Boot and Shoe . .

.

Excelsior (Sileby) Boot and Shoe
Finedon Boot and Shoe
Glenfield Boot and Shoe
Higliani Ferrers Boot and Shoe
Kettering Boot and Shoe
Kettering Union Boot and Shoe
Ijeicester Anchor Boot and Shoe
Leicester Equity Boot and Shoe
Leicester Self-Help Boot and Shoe
Midland (Wellingborough) Boot and Shoe
Nantwich Boot and Shoe
Northamptonshire Productive (Wollaston)
Pioneer Co-operative Boot (London)
Ringstead Unity
St. Crispin Productive (Raunds)
•' Sperope " Boot and Shoe (Barwell)

Total



Productive Societies, 1912. 6<ili

PRODUCTIVE SOCIETIES, 1912.

from the Registrar's Returns for 1911. e These societies hare not made a return either to
the Registrar.

NET PROFIT: HOW DIVIDEU.

ProAti
darinK

the Tmt
daring
the
Yew.

ToC^tal.

Amount
Pmid.

1718
1627

88604 785
56677 4818
15600 I 488
11897 ! 880
116583 11062
108277 ,

11155
4793 377

80463 1824
84816
24096
49188
20681
2184

627182

aeioo
6689
90784
1S498
12749
16749
19906
56186
12960

1767
1521
4148
986
112

49138

12118

iH66e
6897
6789
88679
19106

8B8M7

807

ioio
686
480
996
9800
804

190
1496
166
896
610
88
868
1037

10088

498

416
866

i612
141

97
1486
1508
86
668
1145
870
610
345

9729

110
78
106
84
999
169
196
470
86

94
197
87

186

804

869

1660
98

410

84

6651

808

too
196
617

447

MB

'i44

m

VS*'

8. d.

1

9
104

1

1 81
1 6
1

I'O

2"0
4

076

1609
65
77

140

779
819

11191

9
8

l"9
9 8

6|
oir
1

8|

i"o

1 9

196

967
1979

per*.

s. d.

6

1

4

6
4

o'e

r

4

0'8

^

819

Chan
table

80 52

. 1

, .

.

10 80
19
9 IH

96 276
60 800

6
90
7

6
19 47
16 12

196H

iff

"l
9

8
6
90
116
7
IS
18
1



070 Returns Relating to

OBJECT OF MANUFACTURE. NAME OF SOCIETY.

Enolans AND Walks—Continued.

' Needles
I Watches
1 »>

I Cutlery

/Locks, &c .,

.

vClog Iron and Sundries

Cabinet Making, &c.

—^ J
Carriage Builders

.

H& iship Building, &c.
[ Baskets

Building, &c.

1^

Bookbinding
Printing . .

.

Alcester Needle Makers
Andrews Watch Manufacturing (Coventry)
Coventry Watch
Sheffield Cutlery

„ Federated Cutlers
b ,, Trade-unionists' Sheep Shear Manufac.
Walsall Locks and Cart Gear
Calderdale ClogSundries Manufacturing (Walsden)

Total

Bolton Cabinet Makers
Bradford „
Newcastle-on-Tyne Household Furnishing
Midland Wood Workers
Leicester Carriage Builders and Wheelwrights
Medway Barge Builders and Carriers
^Worcester Hamper and Basket Makers

Total

Coventry Builders
Lincoln Land and Building
Oxford Builders
cWood Workers Limited .

.

Total

Bookbinders (London)
Birmingham Printers
Blackpool Union Printers
Bristol Printers
Co-operative Newspaper (Manchester)
Co-operative Printmg (Manchester) .

.

Derby Printers
Garden City Press (Letohworth)
Hull Printers
Leicester Printers
Long Eaton Printers
Nottingham Printers
Plymouth Printers
Portsmouth Printers
Swansea Printers ,

Total



I
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No. of
Mem-

LIABILITIES. ASSETS.

Vtc.

Salaries
and

Wace.Sban
Capital.

u^ !

Value of
Stock
in

ValMof
ioelnding

BcMrre
rand. Hoan JL

from
Bank.

Tnda.

Stock.
ert>.

lantx-
Slau

£ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £

35 153 1872* 1361 1431 684 68 817 99 888
:j6 18 349 996 7 84 17 8 181
37 61 1981 183 156 905 86 868 904 991 19 449
38 66 1809 150 629 1486 06 967 40 752
39 81 865 135 10 423 .. 964 34 676
40 66 1750 8481 5097 2217 CTD9 9400
41 206 7079 3497 5090 6683 5969 79 0749 980 15340
42 118 1668 545 575

11657

467 1793 460 871 19 915

759 15656 9352 13908 14041 868 8860 7186 410 19901

43 60 1485 1614 629 8016 169 600 998 88 9810
44 74 2871 3031 380 3071 2400 478 788 80 9918
45 120 6812 26247 1850 3842 29921

1 68 4808 00 S970
46 46 231 52 78 46 .. 17 199 19 300
47 71 589 291 706 252 53 948 18 1117
48 177 2781 2982 907 5209 87 114 94 1829
49 89 249 259 318 40 •• 71

637 14518 84476 2359 11927 88080 .. 1804 6890 919 18739

60 12 118 661 5 99 45 617 68 990 10 407
51 619 6889 62190 8414 896 794 6890B 1410 406 98 9644
68 60 616 406 161 187 196 077 964 14 800
58 •• •• .. •• •• •• ,,

691 6066 68266 8680 1069 966 68786 9140 808 47 8011

54 79 8B7 14 108 68 no 7 490
66 169 6807 1176 961 916 6167 000 1066 46 9780
66 149 1061 nil 160 419 1976 180 810 99 1488
57 60 991 149 14 64 047 47 147 8 641
58 889 11679 6018 868 816 10980 0014 0466 60 0007
60 790 99418 9608 6641 0600 17160 OOBl 10400 648
flO 67 686 989 469 09 096 000 000 10 008
61 189 8411 6090 90 1708 19007 11 88 6841
69 86 9666 966 971 8070 000 000 06 1010
68 847 ems 7996 1084 8610 10674 60 080? 100 0986
64 97 46 106 944 101 000 000
65 109 786 948 9B9 148 809 000 010 010
66 201 1187 604 09 996 1800 04 400 10 007
•7 108 996 878 169 lOOT 04 74 6 009
68 68 464 948 60 04 080 80 000 10 007

9084 mm 80796 9798 17880 00000 .. 16681 08100 000 00106
1 3 Jr 1



n72

OBJECT OF MANUFACTURE.

England and Wales— Cowtinuerf,

Needles
Watches "

Cutlery

H

Locks, &c
Clog Iron and Sundries

/'Cabinet Making, &c,

o "j Carriage Builders..

Q ^ I Ship Building, &c.
^ VBaskets

w Building, &c.

Bookbind
Printing

ing

Returns Relating to

NAME OF SOCIETY.

Alcester Needle Makers '.

Andrews Watch Manufacturing (Coventry)
Coventry Watch
Sheffield Cutlery

,, Federated Cutlers
h „ Trade-unionists' Sheep Shear Manufac,
Walsall Locks and Cart Gear
Calderdale CIor Sundi-ies Manufac. (Walsden)

Total

Bolton Cabinet Makers
Bradford „ „
Newcastle-on-Tyne Household Furnishing
Midland Wood Workers
Leicester Carriage Builders and Wheelwrights
Medway Barge Builders and Carriers
^Worcester Hamper and Basket Makers

Total

Coventry Builders
Lincoln Land and Building
Oxford Builders

cWood Workers Limited

Total

Bookbinders (London)
Birmingham Printers

,

Blackpool Union Printers ,

Bristol Printers
Co-operative Newspaper (Manchester)
Co-operative Printmg (Manchester) .

.

Derby Printers
Garden City Press (Letchworth)
Hull Printers
Leicester Printers
Long Eaton Printers
Nottingham Printers
Plymouth Printers
Portsmouth Printers
Swansea Printers

Total
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Sale*
durInK the

Year.

NET PROHT: HOW DITIDED.

ProflU
daring

tbeYcAT.

liOM
dnring
the

Year.

ToCapitaL ToLaboor. T»P»tar. Sabieripttaoa

Amooot
Paid.

Bat«
per
cent.

Amount
Paid.

Rat.
ABoaBt
Paid.

Rate
9a t. H

Char:
taJiJe

I'ur

PUM»

££ £ £ £ £ ». d. £ •. d. £

35 2743 35
:«J 394 56 .

;i7 968 .. 68 .. ..

lis 1767
1-231

145
27

1925
••

64 5 ••

•• •*•

;;j 1625 509 o» 876 1 8 40 26
i- .ji7 291 •• 88 ? 22 6 90 6 10

60702 4048 124 656 • • 897 90 .. 40 86

48 6046 285 74 6
44 5284 166 141
45 13279 642 .. 1 ..

46 670 98 ,.

47 2481 isi 6
48 8710 127 127 Sft .. 8
49 880 21 ••

32800 696 686 842 .. .. 1 .. 8

50 1067 94 6 6
51 6668 418 860 %
52 1567 68 ., 28 6 •. .. ., 6
58 •• •• •• •• •• •• ••

9808 606 .. 888 .. . .. .. 6 ..

64 806 90 16 6
66 6489 606 986 64 119 1 106 T| 90 6
66 8084 86 68 r .

,

67 918 22 6 7 4 1 .

68 3BB08 780 716

I
.. 48 7

60 110868 1S760 1079 606 6 uii 6 167
nn •iO40 804 88 6 81 1 04 1 6 1

IW 891 809 6 186 9
7>4 486 111 6 46 ,,

1 -.U»4 900 887 6 161 61 168 8 46 80
G4 1178 188 81 6 96 W 6 1 ,,

66 1421 174 67 6 9 01 19 81 4 4

66 2680 09 69 5 ,. .. t ..

67 664 46 14 6 ,. ,, ,, ,, .,

68 1661 126 16 •• •• •• •• ..

*•«186886 16979 •• 8691 •• 1444 • • 1741 •• 181

46



G74 Returns Relating to

OBJECT OF MANUFACTUBB. NAMH OF SOCIETY.

England and Wales—ConMn««d
Com Milling

I
Baking

Laundries

(Bass Dresser's
Brushes
General
Grocery Sundries, &c

5 i I. »
U I Mineral Water Manufacturers
"^

I
Typewriting

"^
\ Umbrellas

SCOTLAND.

(a) Cotton and TFooI.—Woollen & Cotton

(F) Printing and Bookbinding.—Printing

(H) Baking

Colne Vale Corn Millers
Derwent Flour Mills
Halifax Flour

aNorthallerton Corn Mill
Sowerby Bridge Flour

Total

Alfred Joint Stock Bread and Flour.

.

Cednor Park and Selston Baking
Colne Valley Baking
Cymmer, Corrwg, and Gwynfl Baking
bGreenwich Bread and Flour
New Swindon Productive

Total

Dewsbury
Hyde
Keighley
Manchester and District
Newcastle
North-East Lancashire

Total

London Bass Dressers
Hull Brush Makers
Brandsby Agricultural Trading
Co-operative Sundries (Droylsden) .

.

Morning Star Sundries (Leicester) .

.

Licensed Trade Supply (Coventry) .

.

London Typewriters
Derby Umbrella Manufacturers

Total

Paisley Manufacturing

Edinbui^h Printing
Glasgow Civic Press

„ Scottish Newspaper

Total

Abernethy Baking
Auchtcrarder Baking ,

Bainsford and Grahamston Baking 100

Burntisland Bread 101

bC'arronshore Baking ' 102

Chapelhall Federated Baking
j

103

Glasgow United Baking (Glasgow) 104

87

98
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1UABIUTICS. ASSETS.

No. of

No. of
Mcaoa-
ber».

i

Share
C^Ul.

Loam.
Incloding

Ovvrdntt
from
Bank.

RMenre
FoikL

Valaeof
Stock
in

Tnde.

Valaeof
LMld.

Stork.

IB-

Dm.
Slat.

Saltfiei

J

my. B:

£ £ £ £ £ £ £ £
»:o -*; 16886 8090 1400 6166 11838 688 8806 84 9725
"

i 18376 22980 7315 13325 10688 8616 50 4115
"

97687 758 980 36996 80000 1255 26148 97408 «> 8861
1- i,.HJ 1738 986 2583 542 8270 18 9110 » 501
73

t

17-21
;

93180 516 1000 80045 41611 10788 19086 94
1

6774

"m4763483 835661 88880 5918 70964 99044 1255 67060 61898 970

74 554 8068 3044 300 686 5414 814 980 80 9070
75 10 900 90 98 778 170 8 970
7G 6 1850 950 339 1731 110 880 660
77 9 400 609 169 155 899 180 101 6 606
78 84 978 147 41 906 174
79

80

3802 4845 1230 883 1088 4706 1087 1748 869 96 i481

8466 13081 4913 1488 2087 14418 1087 8141 1089 78 4976

9 8266 3186 93 4767 86 969 47 1846
HI 7 3828 800 118 8086 780 34 80 1642
,VJ 13 8863 183 90 8458 44 09 . 99 1164
Ki 11 9000 822 175 10673 198 918 175 6847
H4 48 10666 10691 1100 1S9 16890 6984 874 100 4906

88

18 4509 1800 75 98 7874 185 4 86 9000

96 88680 16882 1175 763 46117 .. 7477 1446 686 10804

69 816 804 1676 611 9160 480 16 1808
M7 43 76 5 70 99 8 8 8 167
hH 884 8871 iia6 372 3666 1686 457 3761 17 1090
Hit 510 30029 6798 0068 10606 16346 6066 4480 160 8048
•.XI 116 794 1144 186 991 886 166 1310 7 486
til 156 1601 970 160 999 8997 441 90 7 006
U'2 38 902 56 84 106 7 00 6 818
93 88 209 107 7 986 88 —^- 198 186 6 008

1886 26648 10516 9198 15284 21161 90B7 OOOO 010 10810

94 4478 44946 67147 6099 90010 90814 7084 68118 . 407 01070

167 10000 8801 8000 606 14988 1600 074 6708 101 52?
W5 90O 1484 964 068 180 1406 ,, 084 1607 96 1000
«7 67 166 160 160

iiST

•• 1170 400 807

414 11660 0984 4109 766 1000 8680 1704 180 8116

88 900 iOe 88 418 184 806 010

I

006
iW 460 1386 1106 97 188 868 ,, m 144 7 1 407
100 9Hr74 38008 484 1186 1119 lOQM 0000 iim 000 •7 6104
101 •i^.j

1884 7' 974 ,, UNO ,. 6 000
!( 8288 662 10 986 016 ,. 1610 .. .. ..
1( 180 7B80 661 1178 9074 0001 000 .J5 9040

1 i

180818 284464 71978 41107 im 00800T loon 190 09000



076 Returns Relating to

OBJECT OF MANUFACTURE. NAME OF 80CIETT.

Enoijind and WAijKa—Continued.

Com Milling Colne Vale Com Millers
Derwent Flour Mills . .

.

Halifax Flour
rtNorthallerton Corn Mill.
Sowerby Bridge Flour. .

.

,
Baking

.p /Laundries

Bass Dressers
Brushes
General
Grocery Sundries, &c.

Mineral Water Manufacturers
Typewriting
Umbrellas

SCOTLAND.

(a) Cotton and TTool—Woollen & Cotton

(F) Printing and Bookbinding—Printing

(H) Baking

Total

Alfred Joint Stock Bread and Flour .

.

Codnor Park and Selston Baking
Colne Valley Baking
Cymmer, Corrwg. and Gwynfi Baking
^Greenwich Bread and Flour
New Swindon Productive

Total

Dewsbury.
Hyde
Keighley
Manchester and District.
Newcastle
North-East Lancashire .

Total

London Bass Dressers
Hull Brush Makers
Brandsby Agricultural Trading . .

.

Co-operative Sundries (Droylsden)
Morning Star Sundries (Leicester)

Licensed Trade Supply (Coventry)
London Typewriters
Derby Umbrella Manufacturers. .

.

Total

Paisley Manufacturing

Edinburgh Printing
Glasgow Civic Press

„ Scottish Newspaper

Total

Abernethy Baking
Auchterarder Baking
Bainsford and Grahamston Baking
Burntisland Bread
bCarronshore Baking
Chapelhall Federated Baking
Glasgow United Baking (Glasgow)

.

100
101

102
103
104



Pboductivk Societies, 1912.
•

677

8«lM
during UiP
Yew

NET PROFIT: HOW DIVIDEU. /

ProflU
daring daring

ToCftplUl. To Labour. ToPnnhaaar. SabwripttoM.

Amoont Bate
AnooBt

Bate
Araoont Bate

Educa
Uonal

Chart
ial>lc

Paid. Paid. Paid. perX. lor
piMM.

l»ur

poMk.

i- £ £ £ £ 8. d. £ £ £
6'.» 116680 8906 788 6 60 3686 2
70 147157 1809 904 6 .. 906 3
71 466794 15830 4094 41 10680 6^ 39 90
72 8428 126
7.}

74

371661 14873 8812 H • • .. 8198 6 .. 31

1110670 85438 .. 9696 60 .. 9106) .. 39 U3

18871 3118 212 ^ 9907 8 4 15
75 2136 57 42 4
76 3990 188
77 8792 23 90 6 ., .. .. .. 3
78 1452 26
79

80

90296 8841 889 5 35 4 8195 8 6 9

50667 7065 18J 618 .. 95 .. 6182 .. .. 97

8582 896
HI 4041 878 141 5 .. 3 .. ..

82 2761 870 167 5 .,

m 12728 2022 876 5 1706 8
Kl 16828 2848 500 5 .. 1219 3 .. 7

6806 1294 112 5 •• •• ••

46741 7810 1295 .. .. 9996 .. .. 8

4573 445 99 6 8SS 6 10 14
-v :!'J5 18 .. ,.

2/J 621 188 6 376 ,

.

.i.-il 8500 1495 n 617 1 6 1869 6 16 41
',HI H413 214 86 6 19 9 100 4 4 4

'J\ 2132 162 77 6 ,. ,, .

,

(W 445 58 ., ,, 1

U8 1360 22 10 4 •• •• •• •• ••

114416 4964 78 1786 .. 974 .. 1964 .. 80 00

116

145158 I641I 2160 6 1066 11W7 9 •4 169

1147B 847 800 H 106 6 .. 18
96 4214 690 ., .. ,, .

.

97 8778 100 .. 8 5 •• •• •• •• S M
19460

M81

1867 .. 808 106 .. .. .. B fl

800 9M 8009 766 6 ,. 3 9 ,,

100 49981 8480 .. 1066 4| .. 6MB 8 4 10 a
1.

' 15

860
800

66 •• •• •• •• •• ••

\v 4419 419 6 16 ,

.

4000 ., .. 16

""
I

636787 02t79 8846 6 6664 1 6 4648S 1 • asi 1»



G78 Returns Relating to

OBJECT OF MANUFACTURE. NAME OF SOCIETY.

Scotland— Continued.
(h) Baking

»i

(1) Laundry

English Wholesale Society.
(a ) Corsets

Cotton Cloth, &c
»)

Flannel
Hosiery
Ready-made Clothing

Shirts ...'.'

Tailoring, &c
Worsted and Wool

(H ) Boots and Shoes

»»

(c) Machines, &c
Hardware
Tin, Iron, and Zinc

(D) Wood Workers Cabinet Making

(f) Printing. &c
i>

(o) Com Milling

(.T) Various— Soap, &c
,, Soap, Candles, &c. . .

.

,, Soap
,, Lard, &c
„ Biscuits, Sweets, &c. .

.

„ Preserves, Pickles, &c.
„ Tobacco
,, Brushes
,, Paints

Scottish Wholesale Society.

(a) Woollen and Clothing
(B) Leather, Boots and Shoes
(D) Ca))inet, Brush, Saddlery. & Tinware
(K) Printing and Bookbinding
(G) Corn Milling, Ac—Chancelot, June

tion. and Regent Flour Mills
(J) Various-

Preserves, Confections, Chemicals
Pickles, and Coflee

Tobacco
Miscellaneous
Soap

aHamilton Baking
Kettle Baking
Newburgh and Mount Pleasant Baking
Stenhouseniuir Baking

Total

Scottish Laundry (Barrhead)

Desborough
Bury
Radcliffe ,

Littleborough
Huthwaite
Broughton
Leeds
Broughton
Pelaw
Batley
Heckmondwike
Leicester
Rushden
Keighley
Dudley
Birtley
Broughton
Pelaw
Leicester
Longsight
Pelaw
Dunston
Silvertown
Manchester Sun Mill
Oldham Star Mill
Avonmouth
Dunston
Irlam
Silvertown
West Hartlepool
Crumpsall
Middleton
Manchester
Leeds
Rochdale

Total

Shieldhall (Glasgow) and Ettrick Mills, Selkirk

Shieldhall (Glasgow)

Edinburgh and Glasgow

Shieldhall (Glasgow) ..

>» i«

Grangemouth

Total
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LIABIUTIES. ASSETS.

Maol
No. of
Mem-

Share
CapitAl.

includiiiR

Overdmft
Jrom
Bank.

RcMrre
-FdiuI.

Value o(
htock

Value of
Land.

stock.

,

± ^
Hoaw
Prop,
erty.

AU
.oO«€f
InrcM-

£ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £
106 7 5658 19149 1586 8962 10462 18741 67 5122
106 536 1680 20 190 199 749 " 1272 138 10 641
107 839 687 250 86 74 406 886 30 4 386
108

108

110

986 9209 •• 116 717 4879 li46 4810 186 18 1882

6191 288376 968894 76888 48590 366064 19036 358188 14688 1500 106467

66 8695 7846 1171 217" 9868 .. 1916 67B 980 8829

10297.. 25441 12967 11138 819
111 49994 21458 38077 396 16866
112 4860 4206 26777 [\ 60 808
118 16477 11216 3606 98 4788
114 98889 65549 84644 606 86481
116 28889 8208 6788 888
116 26198 10660 14777 880 87064
117 86268 26906 7616 [] 895
118 29872 8112 6027 844 18946
119 48806 21614 18672 ]] 866 18668
120 89178 88794 96 ^^ 681 86889
121

"
1

*

121886 146889 9668 9075 190861

1:

62658
18784
12406

28692
5887
4786

38837
7151
5860

" 411
113
148

98806
6R66
8M4

1_- 4765 1920 8614 88 3885m 16707 12188 1810 [[ 908 18088
127 18947 12311 1184 ^, 808 14873
12^ 11815 4621 11538 ^ [ 188 8876
Vi'.i ,. ] 90694 82187 33666 U0« 88874
r.M) 19256 8119 8382 147 7186m . 288224 182876 80138 ',[ 188 98080
i:w 178906 96680 57587 ,, 88 10401
ys\ .. • 176865 28861 111878 158 15462
i.i\ 84408 26881 86066

'.'.

78 8410
i.sr, 194286 187758 64079 106 8881
1*; 60684 26718 40718 111 8864
i.-r; 181068 106680 61744 808 48887
l:'- 81245 88864 41355 ... 170 10077
1.; 16110 4061 4818 .. 36 178»
Mu 64278 10189 36383 508 97884
111 828548 181948 88806 ,, 640 81881
14J 161664 108888 SB478 744 88797
143 31682 10878 11808 980 11987
144 ., , 9686 M86 4686 88 1984

145

•• • •• «8864 997866

.. .. 3880318 *' 1496906 880780 .. .. .. 18848 880868

112680 70364 60808 8171 80188
146 ,, 72700 70800 18086 ., ,, .. 1888 81466
147 42776 94841 91368 ,

,

,

,

411 81198
148 '^ .. 8874 .. •• • • 480 91680

149 890010 168678 13789? •• •• 888 90711

150 ' 58499 86708 38886 m 36164
161 , 60487 46773 I4» .. ,, ., 188 1887
162 mia [[ 138B8 88818 ,, ,, ,, 888 188n
158

,.

•

.

86499
..

10861 14888
.! .. ..

M8

" .. •• 448646 888888 •• •• •• 9198 888488

J} In ParcbMing Dcpdto, Shipping and BuildinK Departincuu. ( nanu ric*. Ac t SundrY.



680 Returns Relating to

OBJECT OF MANUFACTURE. NAME OF SOCIETY.

Scotland—ConMnued.
(H) Baking

II

(i) Laundry

English Wholesale Society.

(a) Corsets
Cotton, Cloth, &c

Flannel
Hosiery
Ready-made Clothing

Shirts
'.'

Tailoring, &c
Worsted and Wool

(B) Boots and Shoes

(c) Machines, &c
Hardware
Tin, Iron, and Zinc

(d) W ood Workers, Cabinet Making

(F) Printing, &c

(G) Com Milling

II

II

(J) Various— Soap, &c
„ Soap, Candles, &c. .

.

„ Soap
„ Lard, &c
„ Biscuits, Sweets, &c.

„ Preserves, Pickles, &c
„ Tobacco
,, Brushes
„ Paints

Scottish Wholesale Society.

(A) Woollen and Clothing
(B) Ijcather, Boots and Shoes
(D) Cabinet, Brush, Saddlery ,& Tinware
(K) Printing and Bookbinding ,

(g) Corn Milling. &c.—Chancelot, June
tion, and Regent Flour Mills

(j) Various—
Pre8erves,Confections,Chemical8,
Pickles, and Coffee

Tobacco
Miscellaneous
Soap

aHamilton Baking
Kettle Baking
Ncwburgli and Mount Pleasant Baking
Stenhouserauir Baking

Total .

.

Scottish Laundry (Barrhead)

Desborough
Bury
Radcliffe
Littleborough
Huthwaite
Broughton
Leeds
Broughton
Pelaw
Batley
Heckmondwike
Leicester
Rushden
Keighley
Dudley
Birtley
Broughton
Pelaw
Leicester
Longsight
Pelaw
Dunston
Silvertown
Manchester Sun Mill
Oldham Star Mill . . .

.

Avonmouth
Dunston
Irlam
Silvertown
West Hartlepool
Crumpsall
Middleton
Manchester
Leeds
Rochdale

Total

Shieldhall (Glasgow) and Ettrick Mills, Selkirk
Shieldhall (Glasgow)

Edinburgh and Glasgow.

Shieldhall (Glasgow) ...

II II • • •

II II • • •

Grangemouth

Total



Productive Societies, 1912. 681

Sales

NET PBOPIT: HOW DIVIDED.

ToCftplUl. To Labour. 1 To9unhmmr. 1 SabaerlptkiM.
durinK the LOM 1 1

Yew.
ii^z.

daring
the Amoant

Paid.

Bate
per
eeat.

Amoant
Paid.

Bat«
perloo
Wa««a.

Amoaat
Paid.

Bate
Bdnc»

poaaa.
Par-
poaea.

£ £ £ :£ £ 8. d. £ •. d. £ £
105 42806 8864 1279 .. ,. 1 6 ,, 40
106 6127 968 ^-74 5 001 8 H 1

107 1749 252 ; 26 ,.

106

100

no

18225 2380 !866 •• " ••
8*9 89 14

761069 84890 11110 C880 .. 67868 .. 718 887

18919 9069 181 5 1876 9 6 17 19

34108 1558 790
111 111958 2056 1640 .,

112 981 550 65 ,.

118 26417 9023 517 ., .. ,.

114 126958 6656 2952 • • .,

115 62441 '38 704 .,

116 71975 i326 882 ., ..

117 126477 3077 960
118 47966 1214 766 .. ..

119 51884 2097 1827 ..

120 105787 1987 1152
121 428581 9862 4168 .. .. ..

122 80796 1771 1916 ..

i-_>.; 28894 1131 418 .. ..

]-2\ 27749 1464 879
vi:. 7489 615 150 .. ..

llT, 80442 408 480 ,. U 41J7 84204 844 408
12-< 22976 1684 855 .. .. .. ..

l-M 160800 8477 2789 .. ,.

i:«) 21411 812 600 .. ..

131 864825 15780 8488 .,

132 648790 4970 5156 .. .. ..

133 1078127 29076 6671 ..

134 416180 9585 2678
i:i5 522408 19866 5873 .. .. ..

i:3<i 166496 9016 1806 ..

187 668186 16006 5451 .,

188 195916 7578 2684
180 127460 4908 550 ., .. .. ..

140 218606 14868 2068 ..

141 420680 16892 8886 .. .. ..

149 780827 6278 4680
148 88498 1247 678 .. ,. ..

144 5156 •• 648 906 •• ••

14A

7860892 191464 1981 78186 .. .. •• .. •• ••

918469 10610 6097 \

146 980666 8469 .. 8881 ,. .. .

.

147 64889 9660 9986 ,

.

.

.

..

148 68088 8060 •• 1796 •• •• •• •• ••

140 1009698 99886 •• 17191 •• •• >0 6
•• So 8

••

ISO 980884 18866 8109 .. ,, I
,, ,.

161 991086 6194 9706 .

,

1
.. ..

169 988666 6880 9796 .. ..
]

.. ..

164 99986

9684481

8918 .. 1418 •• •• •• •• ••

81966 •• 41991 •• •• •• •• •• •• ••
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684 Detailed Summary op the Productive Societies.
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Detailed List of Subscriftioms RacnvxD fbom SocxBms. 685

Detailed Cist of Subscriptions Jleceived

from Societies

PROM IsT JANUARY TO Slsx DECEMBER, 19U.

IRBLAND.
Meml^^rs.

SOCIETIES. £ s. d.

a07 Armagh and District 2 16 11

895 Ballymena and Harryville .212
9900 Belfast 47 18 4
— Callan Co-op. Agricultural.. 12 8
90 Coalisland 10 6

681 Cork, City of 2 17 4

108 DrumanesB 12 7
500 Dublin Industrial 2 12 1

174 Enniskillen 15 8
55 Greenore 5 9
119 Inchicore 12 6
— Irish Agricul. C. Wholesale.. 2 8
— » n Organisation.. 4

— „ Co-operative Agency .

.

10 6
98 Lame 10 3

1060 Lisbum 6 10 4

166 Lucan 16 8
96 Middletown 10
260 Newtownards 1 6
800 Portadown 19 9
297 Queenstown Ill
49 Rosslare Harboar 5 1

1.^10 £80 4 S

MIDLAND SECTION.

Meml^^'rs.
SOCIETIES. £ .. d.

3000 Aloester 15 12 6
158 „ Needle Makers .... 1 10
18 Andrews C. Watch Manu-

facturing. Coventry 6
798 Annesley Colliery 4 8 2
898 ,, WoodhouM 1 18 8
890 A«bby-de-la-Zouch 118 4

678 Atherstone 8 10 1

1160 Barwell 6 10
606 Bidford 8 8

16747 Binningbam IndustrUl 87 4 4
160 ,, Printer! I 6
88 Blaketiey 6
114 BlaeLiaa 1

18S6 Boltorer 6 10 10
1968 Beaton 10 4
48 Bourton (Much W«nlook) ..046

278 Bridgnorth 1 11 6
81 Broadwell. New 6
181 Brooghton Aalley 16 1

1964 Balwell 10 8
4H8 Barhaga 9 10 10
628 Bnr* -^ - nnr 8 4 11

7608 H nt 80 1

2190 C>i DiBtriol 11 8
286 Chrii.ii.- .-.i«ils.) 1 4

Midland Section—eoiiMMMtf.

M?mbJr8. SOCIETIES. £ a. d.

1743 CinderhUl 8 17 4
886 Clay Cross 8 9 8
4697 Coalville 80
860 Codnor Park and Ironville . . 4 10
10 „ and Selston Baking 5

104 Cogenhoe 10 10— Co-operative Product ive
Federation 1

179 Cosby 18 8
18 Coventry Builders 6

155 Coventry Licensed Trade
Supply 1 10

14688 Coventry Perseverance 78 4 9
61 „ Watch Manufaoi'g 19
184 Croft 14
816 Daventry 4 6
71 Denton 7 6

26964 Derby 186 8 6
67 „ Printers 15
88 „ Umbrella Manafotra . 7 6

1400 Desborough 8 7 2
962 „ Boot and Shoe.. 17 8

6704 Dudley 16
712 Earls Barton 8 14 9
210 EUrsmere and District 1 1

864 Enderby 4 10
— Federated Growers, Birming-

ham 6
257 Fennv Compton 1 6 10
724 Finedon 8 16 6
80 „ Boot and Shoe 10
486 Fleokney 9 6 5

4291 Oainsboroofh 11 8 6
994 Glenfleld 1 8 4
947 ProffTMsBoolAShoe 9 1 6

9881 Grantham 19
80 Great Glen 8 4

0764 OrMtGrimsby 86 8 4
1606 GrMlWifstOB 8 18 6
164 Oroby 17 1

108 Haokl«iton 17
148 Harteston 15 6
876 Harpole 9 19 10
969 Hathem 1 7 1

866 Higliam Ferrvn 118
914 Bool* Shoe 1 19
140 Highiey 16
190 HoUington 19 6

8668 Huoknall Torkard 18 11

147 Httooolo 16 4
000 Hnntliifdoii 8 111
796 IdMlOothten-WolUiifboro' 8
4498 llkMlDii 98 6 8
807 IrobMtor I IT
988 Inmbridgo A Ooalbrookdato.. 6 9 8
808 Irthllngborooch 9 18 8



686 Detailed List of Subscriptions Received from Societies.

Midland Section—continued.

M?mW8. SOCIETIES. £ s. d,

7200 Kettering 83 15
708 „ Boot and Shoe 6 U
1048 „ Clothing 8 10
835 „ Corset Manufac... 114 11

279 „ Union Boot & Shoe 2 5
240 Keyworth 1 5
2500 Kidderminster 13 5
1400 King's Lynn 7 5 10
110 Kirby Muxloe 11 6

1972 Kirkby-in-Ashfield 10 5 6
161 „ „ Manuftrs. 16 6

4550 Langley Mill and Aldercar . . 28 14
480 Langwith 1 6 6
389 Lea and Holloway 2 8

19474 Leicester 101 8 4

610 „ Anchor Boot& Shoe 4 10
120 „ „ Tenants . . 12 6
964 „ Boot & Shoe Equit. 8
75 ,, Carriage Builders.. 12
— „ Co-op. Small Hold-

ings 5
94 ,, Morning Star Sun-

dries 12
322 „ Printmg 2 8
200 „ Self-HelpBt.&Shoe 1 10

13541 Lincoln Equitable 62 18 7— „ Land and Building.. 3 4
1976 Lockhurst Lane 10 5 10
817 LongBuckby 4 5 1

7520 Long Eaton 39 3 4

28 „ „ Printing 5
602 Loughborough 3 2 6
890 Lowdham 2 8
576 Malvern 3

8152 Mansfield and Sutton 41 13 4

1770 Market Harborough 8 16 2
1.^,0 Markfield 15 7
209 Mayfield 119
1337 Melton Mowbray 6 19 3
144 Midland Boot Manufacturers 15 6— „ Wood Workers 6
360 Milford 1 17 6
325 Moulton 1 13 10
336 Mount Sorrel 1 15
170 Napton 17
1933 Netherfield 2 10 8
1870 Newark 9 14 9
198 Northampt'nshireProductive 1 10

4484 Northampton 23 7 1

18 ., LL.P. Boot.. 5
13O0O Nottingham 67 14 4

118 „ Printers 16
5458 Nuneaton 28 «
259 Oadby 1 7
1800 Oakengates 9 7 7

14411 Peterborough 75 1 2
643 Pinxton 4 12 11
62 Pitsford 6 6

1089 Pleasley and Pleasley Hill . . 5 13 5
273 Prees 1 15
153 Ratby 15 11

1056 Raunds Distributive 6 10
1251 Retford 8 8
148 Ringstead Distributive 14 9
24 „ Unity 6

8653 Ripley 46 1 4
770 Rothwell 4 4
194 Rothwell "Avalon" Boot and

Shoe 1 10
557 Ruddington 2 18

5868 Rugby 30 10
9E6 Rugeley 4 19 8

Midland Section—continued.

Members. SOCIETIES. £ s. d.

2222 Rushden 11 H 6
48 St. Crispin (Raunds) 10

710 St. Ives (Hunts.) 3 13 11
80 Saxby 8 4

2782 Scunthorpe 14 9 10
677 Selston 8 10 6
1105 Shepshed 5 15 1

2857 Shrewsbury 12 4 11
98 Sileby Boot and Shoe 9 9
200 Skegness 1 10
4120 Soho : 20 8 9
430 Southwell 2 4
967 Spalding 4 14 8
188 Sperope Boot and ShoeManu-

facturers 19 7
1270 Stanton Hill fi 12 4
2316 Stapleford and Sandiacre 12 8
670 Stone 8 9 9
204 Stoney Stanton, New 118
4010 Tamworth 20 17 8
5941 Ton Acres and Stirchley .... 30 18 8
869 Thrapston 1 18 6
58 Tibberton 6

1019 Tibshelf 5 6 2
7440 Walsall 88 13
186 „ Locks & Cart Gear.

.

1 10
208 WarsopVale 118
527 Warwick 2 16
926 WednesburyandDi8t.,New.. 4 17 6

2613 Wellingborough Midland. ... 13 12
164 West Haddon 17 6
450 Whitchurch (Salop) 2 6 11
225 Wigston Hosiers 1 15 10
380 Wirksworth 2 6 6
430 Wisbech Phoenix 2 4 9
585 Wollaston 3 1

2767 Wolverhampton 14 8 2
3701 Worcester, New 19 5 6
89 „ Hamper 10

236 Yardley Hastings 1 4 7

381667 £1711 8 4

NORTHBRN SECTION.

MSSbers SOCIETIES. £ s. d.

849 Allendale 1 16 4
357 Alston 1 17 2
1684 Amble 8 14
8064 Annfleld Plain 42

8700 Ashington Industrial 19 5 8
802 „ Equitable 4 4 2

1737 Aspatria 9 7
900 Backworth 5 12 6
1077 Barnard Castle 5 11 6
520 Bebside 2 14 2

2483 Bedlington 12 18 6
144 Belsay 15

4540 Birtley 23 11 9
17022 Bishop Auckland 87 14 C
9536 Blaydon-on-Tyne 49 13 4
1707 Blyth Central 8 18
2620 Boldon Industrial 13 12 11
1267 Brandon and Byshottles 6 12

814 Brandsby Dairy 1 12 8
960 Broomhill 5

508 Cambois 2 12 5
8016 Carlisle 41 15

252 Castle Howard 15 3
5103 Chester-le-Street 26 9 6
463 Choppington 2 711



Detailed List of Subbcriptionb Reosiybd from Societies.

Northern Section—«ofiKi«H«d.

MeX'rs SOCIETIES. t
earn
an
2884

48
3188
550
398
4152
4718
414

10606
9

2821
670
8991
1555
890
640
104
408
275

11425

386
289
621
1240
750
811
H500
2566
»45
490
636
1876
427
«9

.%1
laiH

IMC)

463
107
1610
1940
996

28645
190
687
798
789

416
1166
403
09

1272

CleaiorMoor 89 17
Co&nwood 1 1 8
Consett 15 6
Co-op. TiAundries Association 15
Com forth and Coxhoe 5 18 11

Coxlodge and Fawdon 8 16 5
Craghead and Holmside 9
Cramlington 21 18
Crook 24 10
Dalston 2 8
Darlington 54 14

Derwent Floor Mill 2 2
Durham 12 1

Easington Lane 8 9
East Cleveland 17 2
Egremont 7 16 4
Esh 4 6 6
Felling Shore S 4 a
Felton 10 10
Fourstones and Newbrough 2 2 2
Framwellgate Moor 1 8 8
Gateshead 69 10
Oilsland ConvalescentHomes
Association 15

Oreenhead 1 4
Orosmont 1 9
Guide Post 8 4
Guisboroogb v 6 9
Haltwhistle 8 18
Harrington 1 12
Hartlepools 44 6
Haswell 18 7
Havdon Bridge 1 16
Hebbum Colliery 9 11
Hedgeley 8 6
Hetton Downs 9
Hexham and Acomb 9 16
Hon^rhton 16

• 1 19
md Hebbum 95
- 4

I khv Stephen 117
i/.onby 9 6
fidpate 9 19 10

vn 9 9 8
orsley 117 11
iind Norton 9 16 8

M I I'l.n Industrial 1 14 4

Mar>»ke-by.the-Sca 1 16 10
MnrjjKjrt 99 9 9
Mi(l<llcBbrouKh 86 14 4
Middlcton-in-Teesdale 6 19
Murtoii Colliery 7 14 11

Nawurth CoUieriet 9 8 8
Nenthead 11 8
Newbigginbythe<8M 8 17 4

Newbottle 10 10
N«w Branoepeth 6 8 7
Newoaatle^n-Tyne 139 19 7

„ H'sehjldFumish'g 10
„ 8t. Anthony's 8 6 4

New Delaval 4 9 6
Northallmton and District . . 6 16 7
Northem8ectionEdooational
Committe—• A—ociation. . 10

Nortli Shield* 19 18 a
Penwood 9U •
PeltonFell 9 8
Praritb 6 4

Pickering and District 9 1 10

Pioneer Pishin»-N. Shields 10
PiUington 6 19 6

I
Northarn ••ctlon-

!
MemW SOCIETIES.

i

406 Radoliffe

I

9996 Ryhope and SUkkworth
8410 Seaham Harbour

I 916 Sea Houses ft N. Sunderland
I

1990 Seaton Delaval
996 Seghill
9809 SherbumHill

I
960 Shireraoor

! 1600 Skelton
811 South Hetton Amicable ....
9758 South Shields
1170 Station Town

19981 Stockton-on-Tees
14737 Sunderland
608 Swalwell
681 Tantobie
391 Tebay— Teesdale AsaooiA. Farmers.

.

480 Thirsk
1895 Throokley and District
150 Togston Terrace ft Broomhill

1415 Tow Law
1966 Tudhoe Colliery
9997 Tweedside
1768 TyneDock
1919 Walker-on-Tyne
6447 Wallsend
1868 WestComforth
1666 WestPelton
4437 WestStanley
8364 West Wylam and Prudhoe.

.

1337 Whitby
106 Whitfield
807 Wigton
1989 Willington
1487 M Quay and Howden
986 Windermere
1960 Windy Nook
9017 Workington Beehive
2916 Industrial

687

1 s. d.

9 1

48 19
17 16
1 9

10
1 10

15 9
6
7 14

1 12
10 19
6 1

67 6
50
8 19
8
1 9
9 19
9 10
8

16

7 7
10 4
14 7

98
17
6 8

18
1 19

9 19

7 9
7

6 11

10 8
11 9

811177 £\r>93 5 4

NORTH-WESTERN SECTION.

M^^. 80CIETIKH, £ s d.

9108 Aoorington and Church 47 6 5
607 Aoorinirton Provident 8 19 H
816 Addingham 119 11

704 Adlington 8 It 4
868 Ainsworth IndostruU 1 18 4

986 .. NewRoed 1 4 7
448 Airedale Worsted Manafao.. 4 10
868 Allerton 117 10
860 Ambleside 116 8
6666 Ashion-aiider-Lyne 98 19 h
8886 Bacon 17 10 10
010 Bsfslate 8 9 9
880 BaJtewell I 19 7
680 BanberBridi*. 8 6 6
807 Bamtnrloaff 9 18 4

040 Bangor 1 6
100 Barkisland Oil 4

I4fl Bamoldswiok 7 9 9
01000 Bamsley 7Q
400 Barrowford Indttsirial 9 11 9

10004 Barrowin-Kumon 60 11 h
M0O BalJey 98 a 7
000 BattveM Belf.Help 115 9
170 Bssrtoa OIT 6
048 Bentham 1 • 4



G88 Detailed List of Subscriptions Received prom Societies.

North-Western Section—continued.
No. of SOCIETIES. £ s. d.

Members.
600 Beverley and District 8 2 6

552 Billington and Whalley .... 2 17 6

8172 Bingley 17 7 11

8076 Birkenhead 38 9

8088 Birkenshaw 15 12 6

1975 Birstall 10 5 8

3833 Blackburn Industrial 19 19 4

4121 „ Daisyfield 21 9 3

3168 M Grimshaw Park., 16 10

5844 Blackley 12 12

8177 Blackpool 42 11 9

142 „ Union Printers 16 6

60 Bolton Cabinet Makers 10

75 Bradford „ 10

21251 „ (City of) 110 17 11

1302 Brierfleld 6 15 6

7260 Brighouse 87 16

26000 Brightside and Carbrook 99 15 7

360 Brockholes 1 8 1

185 Brooksbottoms 19 4

383 Brymbo 2

491 Bryn Gates 2 11 2

600 Buckley 2 12 1

14999 Burnley 62 9 11

814 „ Self-Help 2 10

6205 Burslem 33 6 4

13304 Bury 69 6
324 Buttershaw 1 13 9

1564 Butt Lane 8 2 11

114 Calderdale Clog Sundries ..100
216 Carleton 12 6

1764 Carnforth 10

3168 Castleford Industrial 16 10

504 Cefn and District 2 12 6

4143 Chester 20 17

2808 Chesterfield 14 12

610 Chirk Green 3 3 6

2980 Chorley 15 10 5

504 Churwell 2 12 9

685 Clayton 8 11 4

2147 Clayton-le-Moors 12 4

48C0 Cleckheaton 25

476 Clifton 2 9 4

1296 Clitheroe 6 15

967 Close Hill 5 2

1190 Clown 6 4

5150 Colne and District 26 11 8

56 „ Vale Corn Millers 1 1

e „ Valley Co-op. Baking.. 5

500 Colwyn Bay 2 12 1

2934 Coinpstall 15 5 7

3354 Congleton 17 9 4

400 Cononley 2 1 8

727 Co-op. Printing Society, Man-
chester 12 10

362 Co-op. Secretaries' Assoc. . . 1 17 8

511 „ Sundries Manufac. ..500
279 Cowling 1 9

240 CraggVale 1 4 10

726 Crawshawbooth 8 15 8

10746 Crewe Friendly 54 5 8

382 Crigglestone 1 19

2560 Crompton Provident 18 6 8

988 Crosland Moor 5 2 11

460 Crosshills 2 8

2898 Dalton-in-Purness 12 10

7500 Darwen Industrial 89 1 8

43 D«iniolen 4 6

793 Delph Industrial 4 2 10

78 ,, Woollen Manufac. . . 10

785 Denaby Main 4 1 9
541 Denholme... 2 16 2

North-Western Seotion—<;onHnue<i.

Members. SOCIETIES. £ s. d.

1465 Denton and Haughton 7 12 8
12058 Dewsbury Pioneers 62 16

8 „ Co-op. Laundry
Association 5

261 Diggle... 1 7 8
279 Disley 1 9 1

111 Dobcross 6 3
184 Dogley Bar 19 2

13964 Doncaster 67 10 5
385 Dove Holes 2 2
340 Driffleld 1 15 5
984 Drigblington 5 3 2

6516 Droylsden 33 19
800 Eagley 4 2 2
897 Earby 4 13 6
2776 Earlestown 14 9 2
224 Eccles Manufacturing 1 15

16540 „ Provident 86 19 6
525 Eccleshill 2 12 1

329 Eckington 1 14 3
316 Edenfield 1 13 7
500 Edgeworth 2 12 1

848 Egerton 1 15 9
99 Eifl Workmen's 10 5

1001 Ellesmere Port 5
410 Emley 2 2 8
713 Employes' Prov. (Port S'light) 3 14 3
107 Escrick and District 11
175 Ewloe Place 16 8

9613 Pailsworth 49 18 9
7700 Parnworth and Kearsley 40 2 1

136 Pfynnon Groyw 14 2
138 Firgrove 14 5

2982 Fleetwood 15 11
500 Flint and Oakenholt 2 12 1

787 Fylde Industrial 4 1 10
291 Gargrave 1 11
1020 Garston and District 5 6
3091 GlossopDale 16 2
882 Golcar 4 11 10
997 Gomersal 5 3 8
2599 Goole 13 10 9
171 Grange Moor Friendly 17 10
437 Grasscroft 1 16 5

3300 Great Harwood 17 8 9
5298 Great Horton 27 12
128 Great Rocks 18 9
726 Greenfield 8 15 6
489 Greengates & Apperley Bdg. 2 114
105 Gregson's Lane 10 6

1186 Guiseley 6 6 11

1606 Hadfleld 8 6 8
969 Halifax Flour 10

11203 „ Industrial 58 7
1242 Handsworth WooJliouse 6 9 4
3880 Harrogate 19 18 11

795 Hasland 4 8
2817 Haslingden Industrial 14 18 5
446 Haughton Green 2 6 6
968 Hawarden 1 17 10
315 Hawkshead 1 11 1

1005 Haworth 5 4 8
504 Hayfield 2 12 6

1251 Hazel Grove 6 10 4
281 Heapey Busy Bee 1 9 3
849 Hebden Bridge Fustian Mfg. 10

2862 „ „ Industrial . . 14 18 7
7913 Heckmondwike 41 4 4—

,, Co-op.Dyeing
and Cleaning 5

408 Helmshore 2 18
449 Heptonstall 2 6 9



DeTAII^D LjBT of SuBSCBIPTIOMS RbCEIVKI) from SOCIKTIKS. 689

Nor
No. o

Membe
643
4702
158

1284
lt«

2492
639
1843
717
71>9

4

S3S
iiy9
1682
3072

15.356

15905
42
77
167

3125
7

207
319
25S

10851
13

2,507

621
736
720
300
425
29S

112«2
79

17.'i

"iiil

998
680
144

11885
1«7
200
1.W2
HU
22^6
1K)1

G68
10081
814
484
189
272
1278
700
840
277
215
217
1115
475
G02

1

til-Western Section—<rc

^j.^ SOCIETIES.

Hepworth
Heywood
Highani

Htinued.

£ 8. d.

8 6 10
24 9 9

16 H
6 13 9

19 «
12 19 7
3 7 2
9 12
3 18 11

4 3 4

1 7
10

4 6 8
6 9 11

8 16
16
79 19 7
82 16 8

7
10 6
17 5

16 6

*

S
1 1

1 12 3
1 6 10

48 5 2
> 7 6
18 1 4

8 4 7
3 10 a
8 15

1 11 3
9 4 3
1 10 8

58 10
8 4

2 tt 6
1 9 7

244 8 10
14 15

2
5 8 11

9 15 8
18 6

61 18
14 7

1

6 15

9 4

11 18
4 14

8 9 7
59 10 1

4 4 10
9 10 5
1 11 8
1 H 4

6)8 1

8 19 9
1 15 S
1 9 10
9 4

1 9 7
5 4 9
9 9 6
8 8 8

19 6
39 18 8
9

1

North-Western 8«ctlon-«oiii4iui«4.

Meml^^™ SOCIETIES. M B, (L

- Manchester Jewish 5
15780 Manchester and Salford

EquiUble 74 4
- Manchester Tenants 1 10

349 Market Weirhtnn 1 10
Higher Hurst
Higher Walton
Hillhoiise Perseverance . .

.

Hill Top (Paddock)
Hindley
Hindsford
Hollingworth
Holnifield
Holnifirth Boot and Shoe .

Holyhead
Honley
Horbury
Horwich
Huddersfleld
Hull
„ Brushmakers
„ Printers

Hulton and Chequerbent. .

.

Hyde EquiUble
„ and District Laundriet
Association

Illingworth

1040 Marsden Equitable 6 8 4
8858 Masbro' Equit. Pioneern. ... 46 18 2
768 MaUockBank 8
1157 MHtham Industrial 6 6
185 ., MillH Prt)vident . . 19 4

' 751 Middlestown 8 18 3
.^660 Middlelon and Tonge 19 1 9

1 486 Midgley 9 10 6

i

1760 MiU^n/ y 4 4
1 996 Milnrow 1 10 6

1757 Milnsbridge Perseverance ..980
1655 Mirtield Industrial 8 19 5
268 MoldJuuction 17 6

6001 Morley 86 18 11

1

8999 Mossley 16 16 4

1 667 Mytholmrqyd 8 9 6
116 Nantwicb Boot and Shoe. ... 1 1

8444 Nelson 48 19 9
960 Netherthong 1 7 1

444 NewHey 9 6 2
2680 New Mills 18 14
550 NewMoston 9 17 3

1 18 North-East LancashireCo-op.
! Laundries Association ..050

— North-Western Co-operative
1

ConvalescentHomesAssoc 1 10- North-Westem EdaeaUona)
Committees' Association . . 1 1

1 19662 Oldham Equitobie 66 18 11

1 16788 „ Industrial 87 8 8
3144 Ossett 16 7 6

Ingleton

Keighley
„ and Dist. Lanndriet

Kendal
Killamarsh
Kilnhurst
Kippax
Kirkburton
Kirkby-in-FumesB
Kirkheaton
Lancaster and Dibtrict 1656 Oswaldtwistle 8 19 6

937 Oswestry 4 17 7
f ane Dyehouse .... 470 Onghtibridge 4 16 8

: t^dale

Is Industrial
. .^ck and Moorlands
„ Silk Twist

1 908 Oxenhope 1 1 8
1 246 Oxcroft 15 8

2700 Padiham 14 1 8
912 Parkgate and Berry Brow . . 4 18 9
1885 Park Lane Friendly 9 9
164 PecketWeU 16 7

98087 Pendleton 146 1 8

Lee«
„ and Cross Roads

Leeswood
Leigh Friendly
Lepton Field
Leven Valley
Leyland and Farington
Linthwaite
Littleborough
Little Hulton

96 PenylTord 10 8
600 Pilsjey 8 9 8
168 Pocklington 17 6
8t« Poynton and Worth 9 19 8

91198 Preston 110 4

8807 Prwrtwioh 90 9 9
9067 Qaewiabary 10 19 8
1688 Qae«»Bf*.rrv 7 16 10

4479 lUdoliffr ton.... 98 6 7
9900 Ramsbott lil .... 18 6 K
600 RavenaUx..!,.. 9 19 1

1476 Rawdoa 7 14 O
1104 RbodM 6 16
900 RibohMlMr 1 10
797 Ripon 8 18 8
898 RipoondMi 8 4 11

1880 Riahum 17 6
18094 Roohdalo Bonitable PionMni 60 9 9

197 Roo atMO--Woraley 1 7
9188 Rojnon 11 8
8490 Roaooni mm! WidnM 44 6
80 a6.1fartla*t 4

Little Lever
Liverpool (City oO
Liveriedge
Liveaey
Llanberla
Llandudno Junction
Longrtdge
Lonfwood
Love Clough
Lower Darwen— Fore Street
Lower Holker
Low Moor-NelBon Street .

.

Low Wortley
Luddenden

I ....iK on 8abdM 1 14 8
Id

Bilk Manofao. .

.

..-^u:r and District
Lnundri* s Association ....

Tl 8aMacfoi1h 7 6
8188 aaadfaaoh 11 9 8
966 SeaiMfloatHai 1 8

46



cm Detailed List of Subscriptions Received from Societies.

North-'Western Section—continued.

Memb^'rs SOCIETIES £ s. d.

1368 Scarborough 7 15— Scar Wood Coal 5
120 Sedbergh 12 11

661 Selby at) d District 3 9 3
274 Shawforth 1 8 6
345 Sheepridgc 1 15 11

19837 Sheffield and Ecclesall 80 11 6
— „ Cutlerj- 10
81 ., Federated Cutlers.. 10

461 Shepley 2 8
287 Siddal 1 9 8
954 Silsden 4 19 4

3212 Silverdale 16 18 8
— Skelldale Dairy 5

450 Skelmanthorpe 2 7
1232 Skelmersdale 6 5
1807 Skipton 9 7 6
2698 Slaithwaite 14 1

187 Smithv Bridge 19 5
550 South Crosland & Netherton 2 17 4
1466 Southport 7 13
1738 Sowerby Bridge Flour 10
3845 „ „ Industrial . . 20 6
558 Stacksteads 2 18 1

810 Stainland & Holywell Green 4 4 5
4032 Stalybridge 21
105 Stanbury 10 10

1103 Staveley Town 5 14 11

444 Steeton 2 6 3
8404 Stockport 43 15
407 „ Great Moor 2 1 8
2292 Stocksbridge 12 Oil
253 Styal 1 6 4
185 Summerseat & Brooksbot'ms 19 3

2168 Swarthmoor and Ulverston . . 11

729 Swinton- Chorley Road .... 3 15 11

779 „ Moorside 4 1

748 Tadcaster 3 17 11
404 Thomson, Wm,, and Sons ..350
586 Thornton 3 1

743 Todniorden—Bridge End 3 16 9
4138 ,. Industrial ... 21 11

80 Tong Park, Baildon 8 4

.325 Tottington Equitable 1 13 10
7245 Toxteth 37 14 8

350 Trawden 1 16 6
91 Turn 9 6

1600 Tyldesley 8 6 8
1240 Uppermill 6 9 4

415 Uppertown 2 3 8
191 Wainstalls 19 11

5904 Wakefield Industrial 23 10
2521 Walkden 13 2 6
800 Walmer Bridge 15 8
689 Walsden 8 11 9
194 Wardle 2

11459 Warrington 59 13 8
202 Water 114
570 Waterfoot 2 19 4

860 Waterloo 4 9 7
1147 Westhoughton Friendly 6
1250 „ United 6 10
— West Yorks. Coal Federation 5

565 Wetherby 2 19 10
1881 Whaley Bridge 9 16
150 Wheatley Lane 15 8
122 Wheelton 12 9
645 Whiston 3 7 4

947 Whitefield and Unsworth .. 4 18 3
350 Whitewell Bottom 1 16 6

245 Whittle-le-Woods 1 5 6

830 Whitworth 4 6 3

North-Western Section— continued.

Members. SOCIETIES. £ s. d.

4.30 Wibsey Slackside 2 4 10

7181 Wigan 36
.360 Wilsden 1 17 6
6000 Windhill 34 7 6

275 Winewall 1 8 8
8434 Winnington and Northwich.. 17 17 8
.3021 Winsford 15 14 8

475 Withnell 2 19 5

540 Woodley 2 16 3
555 Wooldale 2 17 10

647 Woolfold 3 7 4

3196 Worksop 16 13

1275 Wrexham 8 6 5

11100 York Equitable 57 16 3

570 Youlgreave 8

965536 -i'4793 11 2

DONATIONS.
Co-op. Insurance Society 25

,, Newspaper ,, .... 15

„ Wholesale „ ....580

de5413 11 2

SCOTTISH SECTION.

Members.
SOCIETIES. £ s. d.

18445 Aberdeen Northern 96 1 4

107 Aberfoyle Oil 4

4431 Alloa 28 1 6

1166 Alva Bazaar 6 16
525 Anniesland 2 14 2

85 Anstruther 8 4

1480 Arbroath Equitable 714 2

1801 „ High Street 9 7 7
1150 Armadale fi 19 9
387 Auchinheath 2 4

785 Auchinleck 3 16 7

453 Auchtermuchty 2
1657 Avonbank 8 12 7

2616 Bainsford and Grahamston
Baking 10

128 Balfron 13 4

1738 Bannockburn 9 1

60 Banton 6 3

3200 Barrhead 16 13 4

8070 Bathgate 15 19 8

717 Beith H 14 9

1785 Bellshill and Mossend 9 6
1327 Blantyre 7
1806 Bo'ness 8 16 8

1080 Bonnybridge 5 12 7

520 Bonnyrigg 2 12

2021 Brechin Equitable 10 . G

250 Bridge of Weir 1 6
1.320 Broxburn 6 17 6

1810 Buckhaven 9 8 6

1450 Burnbank 7 11

617 Burntisland 3 4 4

250 Busby 1 6

406 Cadder 2 2 4

1580 Cambuslang 8 4 8

1446 Cauielon 7 10 7

423 Campbeltown 2 4 1

1014 Carluke 5 4 2

735 Carrick 3 12 11

.389 Carron 2 6

596 Cathcart 3 2 1

654 Catrine 3 8 2



Detaii^d List of Sdbscriptionb Rbcmitbd fbom Soonems. 691

Scottish Section—continued.

Members. SOCIETIES. * a. d.

€M- Chai..!liall 8 9 4
:W1 ihukiiiiinnan 1 14 6
497 Clfland 2 12

'.f,76 Clydebank 29 11 9
Ui«0 Coalburn 5 12 7
•210 Coaltown of Wemyss 18
0115 Coatbridge 33 8 8
— Co-op. ConvaleBoent Homes

Association 2
l&rn Cowdenbeath 8 2 4
M156 CowUirs 42 9 7

94 Creetown 9 10
218 Crieff 1 2 8
H<36 Crofthead 4 8 6
fi57 Crosshonse 8 8 6
2^^g Cumbernauld Jl 10 2
379 Cupar and District 119 6
3«i5 Dalmellington 2 1

C63 Dalmuir 3 4 8
J.'ie Dairy 2 7 6

~i^0 Dalziel 88 19
ivel 6 10 4

my and Dunipace 5 S 4
iglas Water 1 8 4

ghom 3 7 6
iiibarton 16 10
iinfriesand Maxwelltown. 11 I 10

a-3 Dunblane 1 19 11
l'>*22 Dundee (City of) 10 1 3
2r<90 „ and Dist. Coal 10
7768 Dunfermline 40 7 7
272 Dontocher and Hardgate . . 1 10 3

1 Jr.l Dvkehead and Shotts 7 12 2
^art 6 6 5
rlston 16
ist Kilbride 18 9

«J7 East Wemyss 2 19 1

— E:dinburgh—People's Bank.. 2
168 „ Printing 1 5

41753 „ 8t.Cuthberf8..217
168 Fergushill 17
37s Frazerburgh 10

I ashiels United 12 2 2
iston 6 2 5
ivieside 6 8

i..iO LiUbertfleld 8 6 II

21)0 Glasgow—Civic Press 1 1

.^404 „ Drapery^ Furnish. 14
'<)52 „ Eastern 41 18 8

ir/iHH „ Kinning Park .... 86 18 4
~'J'><.) ,, London lioad 10

„ Progress II 16

., 8t. George 72
St.RoIlox 17 14

United Baking. .. . 26
in 10 8
I'rovident 8 8

.•tindge 6 8 8
ihamstonandBainsford. . 14 16
MUTiiiouth 7 8 4

-Central 26 19 4

EaitEnd. 4 7 6
widge 8 6

11S2 HaailuiKton 6 18
219 HallHide 10 11

7 Hamilton -Baking 2
2.TH7 ., Central II 16 10
432 ,, PalaceCoUiery. . 9 6

4.H46 Hawick 29 7 7
134 Howwood 14

244 Hurlet and NitahUl 1 6 8
874 HurifoTd 4 11 I

Scottish BootloB-tfOfiMRMMi.

Meml^^L SOCIETIES. £ .. d.

472 Innerleithen 2 9 2
272 Inverness . I 8 4

769 Irvine and Fullarion 4 1

896 Jedburgh Store Co I 18 10
160B Johnstone 8 7
776 Junii>er Green 4 10

360 Kelso 1 17 6
1930 Kelty 10 I 2
241 Kettle , 1 5 6
588 Baking 9 Ifi 6
520 Killiarchan 9 14 I

1552 Kilbimie 8 1

7913 Kilmarnock EiqaitaUe 41 4 8
1135 Kilsyth 5 18 8
815 Kilwinning 4 6
186 KingBMt 19 6
1670 Kirkintilloch 8 14

1321 Lanark Provideal 6 17 7
562 Langholm 9 18 6
698 Larbert 8 6 6
1981 Larkhall 6 16 6
220 Lassodie 18
46 Leavenseat 6

6616 Leith Provident 84 9
401 Lennoxtown 9 1 9
1060 Leslie and District 6 12 6
1670 Leven Reform 8 1110
274 Linwood 18 7
2897 Loohgelly 16 1 9
943 Lochwinnooh 1 6
790 Longcroft 4 2 4

1574 Markinch 8 4

595 Mauchline 8 5

162 Menstrie .%.... 17 9
808 Methil 4 8 4

680 Milngavie 9 15 2
106 Moffat Mills Oil
653 Muirkirk . 8 8 1

3ft41 Mtiss.limrirh and Flshertow. 18 II 1

877 N. 7 II

210 N< 1 District 18
542 N. k 9 16 5
1000 Nowniiuus d Cambaanethan. 6 8
1104 Newmilns 6 16

271 Newton 1 8 8
168 NewtonMeMiu 17 6
686 Newtonahsw 8 11 4

980 Overtown 16 9
1S78 Paisley Equitable 7 16 8
4009 ,. Manufacturing 96
8016 „ Provident 41 18 4

866 „ Underwood Coal 9 1

I76B Psthhesd and Sinvlairtown.. 19 2 6
867 Peebles 4 H
9064 Penicuik 10 18 11

MM Perth-Cityof 84 10

1488 M Coal 6
1869 Poilokabawa 7 10
1166 Port 01s^tow<Fore Streei).. 6 1 4

1649 ProTident .... 8 1 4

989 Portobello 4 17 4

790 PreslOQpsas 8 16

1866 Renfrew BqnHsble 6 16 7

84i Bl. Andrews 116 8
ei SeoMish CoHip. Lsondry . . .

.

1

— VetMmns'
AssodstioB 6

- HoUdsys
AsBoeisttoii 1

61 .. •Co-opeiBtor** .... 1

1166 Helkirii 8 8
6116 HhetUeslon 96 9 11



Scottish Section -eont{n««(i.

No. of SOCIETIES. £ s. d.
Members.

215 Skinflats 10 8
1000 Slamannan 6 4 2

880 Stenhousemuir Equitable . . 4 12

1001 „ Baking 5 10

1050 Stevenston 5 9 5

3917 Stirling 20 8
411 Stonefleld 2 8
430 Strathaven 2 4 10
.530 Thoi-nliebank 2 15 2

1332 Tilliconltrv 6 18 9
1232 Toll Cross 6 8 4

591 Townhill 3 16
2473 Tranent 12 11 10

900 Troon 4 13 9

1706 Uddingston 8 17 8

4079 Vale of Leven- Alexandra . . 21 4 10

314 Walkerbum 1 12 9

468 West Barns-. 2 9
1443 West Benhar 7 12 4

5337 West Calder 27 15 11

270 West Wemyss 1 7 9
3631 Wishaw 13 14

Members. SOCIETIES.

372275
DONATIONS.

£1945 19 2

Falkirk District Association . . 10
Central District Association .. 10

Renfrew District Association.. 10

East of Scotland District Assoc. 10

Scottish C. Wholesale Society.lOO

JE2047 19 2

SOUTHERN SECTION.
No. of

Members
SOCIETIES.

17
103 *J

700
190
83

1911
.500

549
1652
930
4848
800
1477
1056
712
400
418
630
657
1420
262
1032
3433
7200
319
1125
243

2740
350

2888
913

Addington
Addlestone and District
Aldershot
Alton and District
Amesbury
Andover
Arlesey
Arundel
Ashford
Aylesbury
Banbury
Basingstoke
Beccles
Bedford Progressive
Berkhamstead
Biggleswade
Bishop's Stortford
Bletchley & Fenny Stratford.
Bradford-on-Avon
Braintree and West Essex .

.

Brandon
Brentwood
Brighton Equitable
Bromley and Crays
Burwell
Bury St. Edmunds
Calne
Cambridge
Canterbury
Chatham and District
Chatteris
Chelmsford
Chesham

,, Boot and Shoe . ..

£ s. d.

1 10
5 3 8
4 3

19 7
8 8

10 9 6
2 12 1

2 17 2
8 12 3
4 16 11

20 4

5 6 2

8 8
5 10

3 14 2
2 18
2 3 9

81 19
3 8 6

7 8
17 4

5 7 6
17 17 6
36 2 11

1 11 3
5 17 2

19

31 4

1 4 5
14 5 5

1 16 6
15 10
4 15 2

7 6

1400
2006
490
348
195

7964
1700
341
420
244

2080
1752
720
373
175
300
1063
707
5412
592
508
340
350
1403
2791
312
157

1120
318
1906
5674
1447
378
1798
1606
360
1692
560
460
1600
9S8
223
665
801
120

9571
150
431
857
1522
8846

622

79
356

81181
67
171
46

Chippenham 7 5 10
Chipping Norton 10 9
Clacton 2 11 1

Cliffe-at-Hoo 1 16 3
Cobham 1 4

Colchester and East E'.ssex. . 41 19 H

Cowes 8 17 1

Crawley and Ifield 1 15 6
Cromer 2 1 8
Croxley 1 I

Croydon 10 16 8
Dartford 9 2 6
Devizes 3 16

Diss 1 19
Dunmow 18 3
Earls Colne 1 11 «

Eastleigh 5 10 8
Ely 6 8
EnfieldHighway 28 8 9
Epping 8 18
Epsom 2 12 1

Fakenham 1 15 5

Farnham 1 16

Faversham 7 6 4

Folkestone 13 17 3

Garden City Co-operators . . 110
„ Press 1

Godalming 5 16 8

Gomshall 1 13 1

Gravesend, Borough of 9 18 4

Grays 29 11 1

Great Yarmouth 7 10 9
Greenstreet 1 16 5

Guildford 9 7 6
Halstead 8 7 4

Hampton and New Hampton 1 17 6

Harwich and Dovercourt 8 8

Haslemere and District 2 18 4

Hastings and St. Leonards. . 2 8

Haverhill 8 6 8

Haywards Heath 7 4

Hemel Hempstead 1 3 3

88

884
12000
860
334

High Wycombe 3 18 11

Hitchin United 1 4

Hoddesdon 12

Ipswich 48
Lakenheath 1 5

Leatherhead 2 5

Leiston 4

Lewes 7 18

London — Agricultural and
Horticultural Association.. 10 10

London - Agricultural Orga-
nisation Society.. 2

,, Anchor 3 4

„ Anchor Sav'gs Bnk. 10

,,
Bookbinders 8

„ Canteen and Mess. . 5 5

„ Civil Service Supply 36 8

,, C. Bass Dressers . . 7

„ C.BrotherhoodTrst. 17 10

„ C.BrotherhoodTrst.
Extension 4

„ C. Clothiers 9

„ C. Permnt. Buildg.. 10 10

„ C. Typewriters 5

„ Co-partnership Ten. 4

„ Ealing Tenants 2
Edmonton 62 10

,, Hendon Industrial. 4 9

Kilbum 1 14 10

,, King's Cross Pub-
lishing Co 5



Southern Section—eonHiiMed.

Members. SOCIETIES. £ .. d.

168 London Perseverance 17 6
87 „ Pioneer Co-op. Boot IS 6

,, Tenant Co-operator% 1 15 9
^(,1 „ West London 26 17 7—

,, Working Men's Club
and InstituteUnion 10

2106 Lowestoft 10 14 9
8188 Luton 16 12
841 Maidenhead 4 7 7
563 Maidstone 2 12 7
1094 Muldon and Heybridge 6 14

177 Medway Barge Builders 1 1

aOO Melton Constable Ill 8
876 Mere and District 1 19 2
108 Middleton Stoney 10 8

C020 NewBrompton 26 2 11

1600 Newhaven 8 6 8
1067 Newmarket 5 11 9
340 Newport Pagnell 116 6

8868 New Swindon Industrial 17 10 10
9158 Norwich 47 14
221 Olney 1 8

1)005 Oxford 46 17 6
60 „ C. Builders 6 6

2209 Parkstone and Bournemouth 11 10 2
1775 Penge and Beckenbam 9 6
9717 Portsea Island 60 12 2
107 Portsmouth Printers 17
282 Potton 1 4 8
502 Rainham 2 12 6
586 Ramsgate 8 1

68 Ravenstone 7 1

1K76 ReadiEg 60 11 4
1.% Ringwood 14 1

4»*y River and District 2i 17 2
8128 Rochester 16 12 6
179 Romsey 19
600 St. Albans 8 2 6
:«0 St. Neot's 1 16 6
'2W) Saffron Walden 1 10 2
l_v» Salisbury 6 1 6

ston 6 8 4

iiklin Lake d Branstone 2 18 4
iibrook 7 6

14

Economical 11 18 8
un 2 11 11

^n) Sii-.,„- 1 11 8
M-2:\ SitiinK'JM.urne 16 6 4
17-n s; ,.1, iin<l District 8 17 -«

1 u.n S6 16 8
1 Egham 6 16
tford 8 8 4
l 4 10

182 6 2
uid Long Ditton .. 19 2

7 4 2
2 4

7 2 8
A-. -I.jti.. 6 6
liyi 'r...Mii.KU>n 10 6
:.(.() T. nl.rKlL'c , 2 9 6

s- 6
bridge 17 8 4

i>ridge Wells 6 11 9
711 Wtmninster 8 14

8641 Watford 18 19 2
Way ford Tenant* 6

UUtone 1 9 10
fnoaih 8 18
kham Market S 8 1

lb64 \N lUcsden and District 9 18 6

Southern Section—«oNl<«i««d.

BiS^ters.
SOCIETIES. £ s. d.

442 WiUesden Junction 9 6 6
878 Wilton 119 4
1000 Winchester and District.... 5 10
1100 Windsor 6 14 8
630 Witham 8 6 7
947 Woking, Horsell 6 14 4

1908 Wolverton 9 18 8
27622 Woolwich-Royal Arsenal . .148 17 4

169 „ IndustrialBldg. . 16 H
441 Wymondbam 2 6
684 Yiewsley and West Drayton . 8 19 8
196 Union Agricole de Jersey 10 6

393746 £1685 15 I

DONATIONS.
Railway Clearing House 2 2
Indian Cooperative Union.... 9

X1689 17 1

SOUTH-WESTERN SECTION.

Meml^l^rs.
SOCIETIES. i: s. d.

419 BamsUple 1 9 1

1070 Bath 6 11 8
351 Bideford i 16 8
868 Bovey Tracey 2 18 8

16::6 Bridgwater 8 10 4

161S4 Bristol 89 9 7
45 „ Printers 6 6

704 Brixham 6
810 Bruton 1 12 8
746 BuckfasUeigh 8 17 7
1867 Chard 9 11 6
427 Coleford 2 4 6
96 Colyton 7 7
186 Comwood 19 4

192 Cullompton 10
142 Darite 14 10

686 Dartmouth 9
642 Delabolo 9 16 6
120 EastHarptree 19 6

2800 Exeter 16 1 4i

790 Exmouth 4 9 4

828 Krome « 1 10
214 Honiton 1 10
191 IifrMK>mbe « 16 1

116 Kingsweer 19 1

180 LeeMoor M 9
994 LUlMerd 8t ClMT 6 9 6
960 Menbeniot 16
968 Minehead .. . 1 7 6
909 Moreton Hampstead 9 9 6
1680 Newton Abbot 8 6 8
81 North Tawton 8 6

901 OakhUl 1 1

986 Okebampton 18 6
187 Ottery 84. Mary 14

1767 Paignlon 9 « 1

148 PwMUve IS 6

419 Pwuanot end District 9 2 11

89977 Plymoath 17M H 8
909 „ Printws 1 1

508 PlynplOB 9 19 1

485 PortlalMed 9 10 6
819 PrlBoelowB 1 18 8
4060 RedMook 91 1 10

148 Roobc 15 6



694 Dktaii.kd List of Subscriptions Received from Societies.

South-Western Section—continued.

No. of SOCIETIES. £ a. d.
Members.

tJ35 St. Austell 4 15 4

290 St. Blazey .... 1 10 4

50 St. Bieward 5 8
370 St. Ck)lumb Road 2
560 Sidmouth 2 18 4

373 South Molton 1 18 10

260 Stoke-under-Ham 1 7 1

2344 Taunton 12 4 2

487 Tavistock 2 10

635 Teignraouth 8 6 2
lb6 Templecombe 19 4

980 Tiverton 8 8

2263 Torquay 11 15 9
227 Torrington 1 8 8
268 Truro 1 7 11

2622 Twerton-on-Avon 13 18

424 Wadebridge 2 4 2
1250 Wellington (Somerset.) 6 10 2
680 Weston-super-Mare 8 10 10

2005 Yeovil 10 9

99492 £496 7 9

WESTERN SECTION.

Members.
SOCIETIES. £ s.

1480 Aberdare 11 17

224 Abergavenny 1 4

2217 Abersychan and Talywain . . 16 9

220 Afan Valley 1 3

1464 Alltwen and Pontardawe 7 12

510 Ammanford 2 13

ei.*? Barry and District 3 4

1893 Blaenavon 9 17
303 Blaengarw 4

5760 Blaina 80
87 Bream 9

592 Briton Ferry 8 1

105 Bryn 11

250 Burry Port 1 6
800 Caerau and Maesteg 4 3
8556 Cainscross and Ebley 18 11

2650 Cardiff 13 16

600 Chepstow 3 2
'2326 Cinderford 12

192 Cradoc 1

110 Craig-cefn-parc 10

5650 Cwmbach 14 14

218 Cwmbran and Pontnewydd. . 1

6l4 Cwmbwrla 8 8

150 Cwmgorse 15

230 Cwrailynfell 1 4

1 179 Cwmtiilery 6 2

404 Cymmer 2 2
1100 Dowlais Workmen's 5 14

1825 EbbwVale 8 9

600 Prampton Cotterell 3 2

544 Gamdiffaith and Vaiteg 2 12

9140 Gloucester 47 12

IVestern Section—eon (tnued.

Members. SOCIETIES. £ s. d.

207 Glyncorrwg 1 10

120 Gorslas 12 6
864 Hereford 10 4

407 Kemble 2 2 5
384 Llanbradach 2

595 Llanelly 3 2
60 Llangennech 6 3
378 Llanidloes 117 11

120 Lower Cwmtwrch 17
300 Lydney 1 11 3
303 Merthyr 1 11 8
fc60 MidRhondda 4 18 9
1804 Nantymoel 6 11 8
540 Neath Abbey and Skewen .

.

2 14 2

8887 Newport (Mon.) 20 4 11

962 Newtown (Mont.) 4 18

938 New Tredegar and District..536
164 Pantdu 17 1

1059 Pembroke Dock 5 13 4

1037 Penarth 5 8 1

1007 Pen-y-gi-aig 5 4 11

238 Pillowell and Yorkley 1 8 9

560 Pontardulais 2 18 4

. 152 Pontrhydyfen 15

1055 Pontycymmer 5 4 11

84 Pontyrhyl 8 4

885 Resoiven 2 1

990 Senghenydd and Aber Valley 5 8
127 South Cerney 18 3

3595 Stroud 14 9

1000 Swansea 5 4 2

282 Taibach and Port Talbot. ... 194
2003 Ton Industrial 10 8 6

329 Treboeth 2 14 8

430 Trecynon and Cwmdare 2 4 10

1674 Tredegar 18 3
808 Treharris 4

75 Trimsaran 1 6

688 Troedyrhiw 3 11 2

59 Upper Lydbrook 5 11

238 Welshpool 18 9

1331 Ynysybwl 6 18 1

75 Ystalyfera 12

79272 £420 4 6

13810
331667
311177
965536
372275

99492
79272

2566975

SUMMARY.
£ s. d.

Ireland 80 4 2

Midland Section 1711 8 4

Northern Section 1592 17 10

North-Western Section.... 5413 18 8

Scottish Section 2047 19 2

Southern Section 1689 17 1

South-Western Section 496 7 9

Western Section 420 4 6

£18452 17 6



Cash Accouki .

N

Ml

Mfl£

695

THE CO-OPERATIVE U

- - if.

NIO

DUI

DECE.

LIMITE

:/?. t9/2.

D.

s. d.

9 11

16 6

9

1 6

ye

CASH ACC(

From /st JANUARY to 31st

RBCBipra
Dr

To Cash in hand of Treasarer of Irish Executive
J 8. d. £

14 1

94 18 lU
6 11 8
86 16 10
16 9
14 4 11

90 a 8

„ ,. „ Midland Section
„ „ „ Northern Section
., „ „ Scottish Section

„ South-Western Scctioi

,t Western Section ..

1

tions.
d.

2 .

2 .

10 .

8 .

9 .

1 .

9 .

6 .

4

Cashier—Central Office

„ bVBb< KUTIONS AM PKR DKTAIUCD STATKJlKirr :—
Share Capital.

On Account of— £ s. d.
13810 Members—Ireland 6 0.

381667 „ Midland Section .... 1 2 .

.

311177 „ Northern Section.... 6 0.
965536 „ North-West'n Section 8 6 0.
:fr2276 „ Scottish Section .... 16 .

3y8746 „ Southern Section 10 0.
99492 , SouthWesfn Section 6
79272 „ Western Section ... . 100,

Subsorip
£ 8.

79 19
1710 8
1592 19
4790 13
1946 4

1684 15

496 2
419 4

Totals.
£ 9. d.

80 4 2
1711 H 4

1699 17 10
4798 18 8
1946 19 9
1686 16 1

496 7 9
490 4 6

2666976 7 16 9 19719 12796 16 6

,, Donations: —
North-\v ost^TJi Section 690

109
4 9

THA

„ Sale of Pamphlet*, Soog Books, Ac
„ „ Roles

166 16 8
094 11 8
ao 19 1

19 7
87 14 7
99 19 9
46 10
161 9 7
44 14 9
87 18 7
8 9 4

90 18 9
18 6
10 6

14M
98 9 6
18 17
6 16 9
17 6 6

IT •

„ „ Bond Forms, Impressed Stamps, 4ko.

„ „ Co-operative Directories
„ „ Congress Reports
„ „ "OurStory" ,

„ „ " Indutlrial Co-operation " . . .......
„ •'Cooperative Book keeping'*

M „ Managers' Text Book

„ „ Other Publications
„ „ Waste Paper .

. .

„ „ Photogra^K

„ Advertising
„ Postages received
„Rir«ofRooms
,, Abatement of Ratoe . . ... .... . ...............
.. Half Rent and Interert oT NawoMtie Onot-ftmgM bjr Inn

Society ...7...
tmnoi

Carried forwaitl 8i T 816064 9 11



OOG Cash Account.

£ B. d. £ 8. d.

Brought forward 88 7 8 15054 9 11

To Half Expenses and Salary of Propagandist Agent—Repaid by
Co-operative Wholesale Society 127 10 2

,, Proportion of Joint Parliamentary Committee's Expenses—Repaid
by Co-operative Wholesale Society 57 1 7 11

,, Proportion of Joint Parliamentary Committee's Expenses—Repaid
by Scottish Co-operative Wholesale Society 57 17 11

„ Trade Dividend, Interest and Bonus on Shares—Co-operative
Printing Society 20 15

„ Dividend on Shares and Premiums—Co-operative Insurance Society 6 15 8

M Trade -Derby Printers 026
„ Cash received on account of Blandford Memorial Fund —

Portsmouth Congiess 82 IG 6
„ P.S. A. Collection -Portsmouth 6 6
,, Balance of Portsmouth Congress Fund 61 6 4

,, Cash received on account of Educational Work £29 16 6
,, Entrance Fees—Managers' Training Centres-

Correspondence 67 10 6
Classes 49 5

» II I, Secretaries' Correspondence Course 27 6
>i II „ Correspondence Classes -Book keeping. . 88 7

M i« II „ ,, Co-operation .... 14

I. II „ „ „ Industrial History 10
I) II I, „ ,, Citizenship 1 15

II II II ,, ,, Economics 8 10

II II ,1 Elocution Class— Manchester 7 10

II ), II Students' Fellowship 6 8
M II II Individual Examinations 22 17
„ Sale of " Fellowship " Badges 5

„ „ " Our Circle " Badges 7

,, ,, Slides and Railway Claims 6 6 6
,, ,, Men's Guild Publications 2 14 1

,, Expenses repaid 1 10
,, Subscriptions—Men's Guild 8 18 8

838 16 3

„ Cash received on account of Fo'eign Trip— Brussels 21111 3
„ North-Western Section Receipts—Postages repaid by Demonstration

Fund :...... 5 2

„ Scottish Section—Rents 21 6 6
Bank Interest 12

,, Southern Section—Epsom Co operative Society on account of

Propaganda 8 15

II I) „ London Perseverance Co operative Society on
account of Propaganda 1 7 6

J ,) „ Staines and Egham Co-operative Society on
account of Propaganda 5 9 6^

1097 15 7

„ Cash received on account of " Hughes " Scholarship Fund 80 16 4

"Neale" „ „ 80 15 7
„ Subscriptions received on account of International Co-operative Alliance 529 9

,, Donations received on account of Consett Disaster Fund 241 15

„ Cash due to Secretary—Southern Section, 81st December, 1912 88 15 1

„ Bank Withdrawals 17041 9 5

£34165 5 11

EXPENDITURE.
Ck. £ a. d.

By Bank Deposits 16938 4 4

Cash paid on account of "Hughes" Scholarship Fund 100

"Neale" „ ,
66 13 4

Consett Disaster Fund—Paid over 1028 3 4

Subscriptions received on account of International Co-oi). Alliance—Paid over.

.

529 9

Blandford Memorial Fund : Portsmouth—Paid over 68 16 1

„ „ „ Paid for Scholarships 20

University Scholars' Maintenance Fund—Grants to Scholar 15

Cash due to Secretary Southern Section, 81st December, 1911 1 11 5

Carried forward 18762 17 6



Cash Acoouht.

Brought forward
£ s. d.

lifW2 17 6

S85 16

i6S 16 11

64 19 6

10

UNITED BOARD.
„ « « £ ». d. £ ». d.
By Portsmovth Coxorkbs :

—

Travelling S8S 7 7
Expenses 906
Foreigp Delegates' Expenses 19 1 a
Sundries, Postages, ana Telegrams 7 8
Reporting 25

,, Un-itkd Board Mkbtinob:—
Travelling 105 6 11
Expenses rtO 10

„ Office Comxittkb Mbetimos: -
Travelling 41 12 6
Expenses 28

,, Scb-Okkicf. akd Finance Committee Meetinoh :—
Travelling 2i 19 8
Expenses 16

„ Conferences AND OTHER Travelling. Expenses. Totals.
Meetings:— £ b, d. £ s. d. £ s. d.

Aberdeen 6 18 8.. 2 17 6.. 8 16 9
Belfast a 6 6 .. 2 10 .. 4 16 6
Birmingham 2 8.. 10 0.. 12 8
Bradford 18 0.. 6 0.. 18
Brighouse 10 9 .

.

6 0.. 16 9
Chapel-enle-Frith 8 11.. 6 0.. 01811
ConiBton 16 9 .. 16 .. 1 11 9
Dublin 9 9 6.. 8 11 8 .. 17 18 9
Glasgow 8 6 4.. 6 9 6.. 14 8 10
Hebden Bridge 8 9 0.. 8 . . 11 90
Leeds 1 2 0.. 18 6.. 115 6
Leicester 14 6 .

.

6 6 . 19 11

Little Hulton 9 9.. 7 0.. 9 9
London 84 6 9 .. 96 19 .. 61 4 9
Manchester 8 9 10 .

.

8 0.. 6 9 10
Manchester B'lding Sub-committee 12 9.. 110 0.. 2 9 9
Portsmouth 10 11 2 .

.

14 0.. 24 11 1
Copenhagen — International Alli-

ance Committee Meetings .... 83 6 11 .. 91 .. 64 6 II

190 11 1 99 16 8 918 7 4

918 7 4

KoEEinN CoNORKHS Dkleuationk :—
Austrian Congress—Oratz 87 4 8
Danish „ Odense 11 18 1

Finnish „ Ule«borg .... 1-* 8 1

German „ Berlin 19 6 10

Belgian „ Jolimont 6 14

Duicb „ Rotterdam . . 8 17 11

French „ Tours 11 17 11

Norwflcian ,. Fredrikshald.. 9 11 6
Swedish ., Upsala 16 1 8
Swiss „ Interlaken ..989

186 18 6

96
11

19

9
5
6

14

18
7

« 4 8
99 18 1

87 8 1

91 6 10
10 14

9 17 11

11 17 11

98 11 6
» 1 8
16 • 9

100 944 18 6

loINT PARUAMEKTARt COMMITTEE :—
London 61 11 8
Manchester 10 18 4

Secretary's Salar

Reporto, Bills, Ac

Carried forward

99 9
6 10

M4 18 6

17 6



b'JS Cash Account.

£ a. d. £ d. £ a. d.
Brought forward 218 18 4 1265 10 6 18762 17 6

Bv Joint Parliamentary Committee—eontinwd:—
Postage and Carriage 7 14 6
Subscriptions 9 19 o
Deputation Expenses 1 5 6
Reporting Deputations 8 7 6
Secretary's Expenses 12 8 6

M M attending Manchester 9 12 9
M .. „ Glasgow 5 18 6

Telegrams and Telephone Charges 8 3
Sundries.
General Printing.

Educational Committee :—Travelling.
£

Birmingham 15 6
Bradford 4
Bristol . . 17 6
Haslingden 2
Hebden Bridge 1 8
Leeds 4 16
Leicester 13 8

„ Easter Week-end 14
London 19 3
Manchester 45 18

„ Lectures —
" Holyoake House "

Newcastle
Oxford
Portsmouth —
Tamworth 2 2
York 1 7

2 11

8 9
4 2

Expenses.
£ s. d.

8 10 .

.

'A 6 ..

8 17
3
10

2 18
8 10
8 3

4

Tutorial Class Committees:—
Birmingham 2 18 6
Liverpool 13 6
London 2
Manchester 2 9

5 14 9

Students' Fellowship .—
Leicester 1 4 2

12 6.,
11 ..

5 .,

12 6 .

.

2 11 '

1

General Printing 17

Men's Guild :

—

Altrincham 2 8
Kettering 1 13 11
Leicester 16 1

London 1 10 11

Manchester 14 9

2

11

10
10

1 4

4 18 4 2 18

Miscellaneous Expenses:—
Grants to Classes 37 15

,, for Prizes 6 15

,. „ Junior and Intermediate Examinations 58 12
Examination Expenses 167 12
Expenses—Correspondence Classes —

Co-operation 25
Industrial History and Citizenship 10
Economics 10
Book-keeping 55 16

Expenses- Teachers' Class, Manchester 8 4

„ Book-keeping Class, Manchester .... 8 1

18
15 5

Totals.
£ s. d.

23 16
7

26 3
5

1 18

7 14

21 13
8 17

283 1 4

8 10
2 6

5 16
13 10 4

7 3
3 15

3 12 6
2 9 8

136 17 2 89 14 7 225 11 9
225 11 9

4 1

1 4 6
7

2 13 8

8 5 9

2 4 2

8 5 9

5 2
4 11

6 1

11

I

1 19 3

7 16 4

Postages 18 2
General Printing 49 19 8

58 14 2

Carried forward 382 16 9 311 16 4 1548 11 10 18762 17 6



Cash Aoconirr. 6fM»

£ H. d. £ 8. d. £ s. d. £ s. d.
Brought forward 38S 16 9 811 16 4 15«8 U 10 18788 17 6

BV MlSCELLANKOUS ExpENSE8-<ron(iiiu«'<i ;—
Expenses—Women's class, Manchester 10 10

„ Secretaries' Training Coursi- 105 IS
Managers' Classes—Teachers' Expenses 90 15 11

„ „ „ Fees 164 8 8
Summer Meeting—Oxford and Cambridge 25 9 11

Prizes—Essay Competition 7 9
„ Co-operative Plays 10

Lantern Slides and Railway Claims 94 4
Advertising 85 8 6
Pablications .. 6 6
Telegrams I I 6
Grant to Workers' Educational Association 5
General Printing 858 9 4

1140 8
,, Minimum Wage Sub-committee :—

Travelling. Expenses. Totals.
£ 8. d. £ 8. d. £ s. d.

Manchester 14 16 4 .. 7 16 .. 29 11 4

General Printing 8 4 6
80 15 10

Travellmg. Expenses. Totals.
.Joint Prupaoanda Committiiis:— £ s. d. a s. d. £ s. d.

Manchester 18 10 8 . . 19
95 10 8

1482 15

Organiser's Expenses -Propaganda 66 7
„ Salary 166

„ „ National Health Insurance 6
947 17 8

Travelling. Expenses. Totals.

Joint Exhibitions Committee:— £ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d.

Halifax 1 16 6 . . 5 10 6 7 7
Manchester 8 6.. 10 18 6
Middlesbrough 9 17 1.. 8 12 6 U 1

6 9 1 9 12 6 14 14 7

General Printing 17 18 6
89 8 1

,, Credit Committee:—
Manchester 4 10 . 1 .. 1 4 10

General Printing 5 4
—^—^— 6 8 10

,. JoiMT Committee—TRADK-iTNioNirrs AND Co-opKaAXoiu:—
£ 8. d. £ M. d. £ 8. d.

Bristol 17 14 9 .. 6 10 .. 94 4 9
Leeds 4 011.. 910 0.. 6 10 11

London 8 16 9.. 9 .0 .. 5 16 9
Manchester 4 19 . . 9 10 .. 7 9

80 8 10 .. 18 10 .. 48 18 10

General Printin^ 9 9 6

17 10 .. 40 19 8

.1789 10

. 949 10
4

Risk in Priok or C<>mmoi»itik»« Committeb!—
Manchester S8 9 8

Waoeb, Ac. :
-

Permanent Salaries—Manchester
Northern Seoilon .«. « -
North-Westwn Section Wl 6

SooMbh Seotioo fn 6 4

Soathern Beolton MO 4

Irish Propagandist Agent ^"2 .2 2
Honorariams-Irish Bzeoatlve .! *2 2

Midland BeoUon >2 2 2
SoathWertern SeoUon i? 2 2

16

46 8 4

40 19 8

Carried forward ^m 9 8401 16 9 Iiri8i 17 6



(00 Cash Account.

Bv
Brought forward 8040

Wages, &c. -continued :
-

Auditing 10 10

Allowance to Mrs. J. C. Gray
National Health Insukance :—

Manchester 1

Northern
Scottish
Southern

B. d. £ s. d. £ B. d.

2 8404 16 9 18762 17 6

-8050 10 2

. 153

12

6
Irish Propagandist Agent 5

16

General Pkinting :—
Circulars, Stationery, <Scc

Pamphlets, Reports, Rules, Text Books, &c 1238 12
Publications 62 4
Photographs 4 7
Impressed Stamp 9 13

Rent 112 2
Rent—Newcastle Office 46
Rates and Taxes 342 16 11
Insurance 18 8 11

3 6

570 14 2

-130y 16 11

Miscellaneous Expenses:—
Lightmg, &c 36 2 4
Coal, Coke, and Heating 20 18 10
Office Cleaning 59 11 6
Carriage 64 16
Postages 859 10
Telegrams 3 13 8
Sundries 9 12 6
Co-operative News—Copies of 22 7 2
Advertising 35 13
Office Furniture and Repairs 54 12 1

Caretakers 6 6
Legal Advice 232 7
Translating and Reporting 2 2 6
Paper and Twine 14 7 1

Registrar's Lists and Reports 2 5 8
Telephone Rent and Charges 28 1 1

Conference Teas 9
Employes' Picnic and Social . . 4 13
Telegraphic Address and Letter Box 4 4
Railway Contract Ticket 53 7
Registration of Copyright "Lives of Great Men " 10
Law Costs (Special) 716 8
Irish Propagandist Agents' Expenses—Propaganda 68 4 3

519 7 10

Grants to Women's Co-operative Guild -England 300

„ „ ., „ Scotland 100

,, ,, ,, . „ Ireland 15

,, International Co-operative Alliance 50
,, Workers' Educational Association 5

„ Agricultural Organisation Society 21

-1801 18

Co-operators' Foreign Trip—Belgium
J. C. Gray Memorial—Hebden Bridge

491
211
100

1 8

Bv Executive Committee :— £
Ballymena 2 9 6
Belfast 6 4 7
Dublin 8 9 3
Dundalk 2 19 7
Portadown 2 5 8

IRISH EXECUTIVE.
Travelling. Expenses. Totals.

£ s. d. £ s. d.

17 6 .

.

3 7
3 10 .

.

9 14 7
1 12 6 .

.

10 1 9
15 .

.

8 14 7
12 6.. 883
7 17 6 30 6 1

11615 11 1

11615 11 1

8 7
6 1

Carried forward 30 6 1 30378 8 7



Cash Account. 701

_, . ^ - - £ •. d. M %. d.
Brought forward ao 6 1 808VB 8 7

„ ^ .
Travelling. Expenses. ToUls.

Bv CoNrKRKNCEs andothkbMebtinos:— £ s. d. £ g. d. M g. d.
Ballymena 04 8.. 050.. 098
Bangor 17 6.. 1 0.. 1 17 6
Belfast 117 5.. I 6 0.. 8 9 5
Ccahsland 18 6.. 16 0.. 1 8 6
Dnblin 16 0.. 10 0.. 1 5
Drumaness 8 2.. 5 0., 8 2
Kcady 080.. 028.. 10 G
Middletown 06 10.. 026.. 09 4

5 6 1 4 5 9 II 1

9 » I
„ MlSCKI>LANEOC8 ExPKNSF.8 :—

Postages 12 11 12 11

40 10 I==. 40 10 1

MIDLAND SECTION.

By Skctional Board Mketikos :
- M %. d. £ ». d.

Travelling 67 14
Expenses 17 5

84 19
Travelling. ExpenRes. TotaU.

„ C0NFF.RENCF.8 AND OTHER Mketinos:— £ s. d, £ s. d. £ «. d.
Annesley Woodhouse 5 8.. 2 6.. 7 9
Anstey 5 3.. 2 6 .. 7 9
Armitage 060.. 026.. 086
AHton 10 0.. 2 6.. 12 6
Awsworth 12 6 .. 10 .. 12 6
BarkKton 059.. 026.. 088
Bidford Oil 6.. 2 6.. 14
Birmingham 2 10 1 .

.

1 2 6 .

.

8 12 7
Bishop Itchington 6 6.. 10 0.. 16 6
Blakesley 8 6.. 10 0.. 18 6
Boston 12 9 .

.

10 .

.

I 2 9
Bourne 9 9.. 10 0.. 19 9
Brington 6 6.. 2 «.. 9
Brown Hills 19 9 .

.

12 6 .

.

1 IS 8
Bulwell 018.. 016.. 089
Burton-on-Trent 2 19 2.. 2 0.. 4 19 9
Chesterfield (Hatland and Clay

Cross) 12 6.. 6 0.. 17 6
Cinderhill 18 5.. 10 0.. 1 8 6
Codnor Park 112 0.. 12 6.. 2 4 6
Coventry 2 2 10 .

.

1 6 .

.

8 7 10
Crosshills 8 9.. 026.. 068
Cuckney 4 8.. 2 6.. 6 9
Daventry 17 7 .. 9 6 .. 1 1

Derby 158.. 196.. 979
Dodlev 18 8.. 10 0.. 18 8
EarlSbilton 10 6.. 9 6.. 18
EastKirkbj 1 9 .

.

5 .

.

1 14
BMtwood 16 6 .. 2 0.. 19
Tetbun 18 7 .. 10 .. 1 8 7
Fenny Compton 18 2 .

.

10 .

.

1 8 9
Pinedon 16 8 . 10 .

.

1 6 8
Foleshill 15 8 .. 10 .. I S 8
ForestTown 6 6.. 10 .. 16 6
Oainshoroagh 15 .

.

1 0.. 1 16
Grantham 2 17 4 .

.

1 6 0.. 4 9 4
OreatBowden 9 9 .. 10 .

.

19 '9
Grimsby 9 19 10 .

.

1 10 4 9 10
Hackleton 10 6 .

.

9 6.. 18
Hadloy 7 6.. 10 .

.

17 6
Higham Ferrers 16 6.. 9 6.. 18
Highlcy 089.. 096.. 088
HillTop 6 .. 10 .. 16
Hinckley 069.. 096.. 008

OuTled forward ..86 10 90 19 6 S6 19 6 M 10 80418 18 8



702 Cash Account.

Travelling. Expenses. Totals,
i: s. d. £ s. d. Jg s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d.

Brought forward 36 7 20 12 6 55 19 6 84 19 30418 18 s
By CoNFERENCKs. &c.—Continued :

—
Holbeach 1 5 9 .. 1 10 .. 2 15 9
HoUoway 16 6.. 10 0.. 1 6 6
Hucknall Torkard 1 18 9 .

.

2 2 G .

.

4 1 3
Hunstanton 1 4 0.. 1 0.. 2 4
Husbands Bosworth 12 9.. 10 0.. 1 2 9
Ilkpston Oil 9.. n 0.. 16 9
Iroiibridge 8 8.. 2 (>.. 10 9
Iithlingborough 9 6.. 10 0.. 19 C.

Kettering 15 6 .

.

7 « .

.

I 3
Kibworth — .. 2 0.. 2 G
Kimberley 7 6.. 2 6.. 10
King's Lynn 17 7 .. 10 17 7
Kirkby 4 0. 2 6.. 6 6
LangleyMill 076.. 76.. 15
Langwith 6 0.. 010 0.. 016
Leicester 2 2 .

.

17 6 .

.

2 19 6
Lincoln 13 3. .026.. 15^
Little Harrowden 16 6.. 10 0.. 1 6 6
Long Eaton 116 9.. 15 0.. 2 11 9
Lowdham 15 6 .

.

10 .

.

1 5 6
Lutterworth 9 4.. 10 0.. 19 4
Malpas 1 2 6 .

.

15 .

.

1 17 6
Malvern 15 3 .

.

10 .

.

1 5 3
Mansfield Ill 6.. 12 G.. 2 4
Market Harborough 9 5 .

.

10 .

.

19 5
Melbourne 4 0.. 10 0.. 14
Melton Mowbray 060.. 026.. 086
Milford 12 6.. 5 0.. 17 6
Netherfield 6 3.. 2 6.. 8 9
Newark 4 3 .

.

10 .

.

14 3
New Brinsley 13 6 .

.

10 .

.

1 3 6
Northampton 12 1.. 1 0.. 112 1

Nottingham 6 0.. 7 6.. 13 6
Oakham 7 6 . . 10 .

.

17 6
Peterljorough 115 0.. 12 6.. 2 7 6
Pibworth 8 6.. 10 0.. 18 6
Pleasley 6 1.. 2 6.. 8 7
Rampton Oil 6.. 10 0.. 1 1 6
Raunds . 1 5 0.. 1 0.. 2 5
Retford 3 4 4.. 112 6.. 4 16 10
Ringstead 6 0.. 2 6.. 8 6
Ripley 039.. 5 0.. 089
Ruddington 1 1 6 .

.

12 6 .

.

1 14

Rugby — .

.

10 .

.

10

Rugeley 12 6 .

.

2 R
.

.

15

Rushden 114 3.. 12 6.. 2 6 9
Scunthorpe 19 8 .

.

10 .

.

1 9 3
Sedgley 2 6.. 2 6.. 5

Selston 8 6 .

.

10 .

.

18 fi

Shifnall 19 8.. 10 0.. 1 9 3
Skegness Ill 3.. 5 0.. 116 3
Soho 18 3.. 2 6.. 15 9
Spalding 1 10 11 .

.

2 .

.

3 10 11

Stamford 115 8.. 15 0.. 2 10 8

Stapleford 8 3 .

.

5 .

.

13 3
Stirchley 1 2 9.. 12 6.. 115 3
Sutton Bridge 16 8 .

.

1 .

.

1 16 3

Sutton Coldfield 8 9.. 10 18 9
Swanwick 3 0.. 2 6.. 5 6

Tamworth 5 8 .

.

10 .

.

15 3

,, Joint Meeting District
Secretaries 4 1 2.. 2 5 0.. 6 6 2

Thrapston 15 8.. 2 6.. 17 9
Tibshelf .. 7 2.. 2 6.. 9 8

Tuxford 13 .

.

10 .

.

1 3
Underwood 15 0.. 10 0.. 1 5

Walsall 4 12 2 .

.

3 2 6 .

.

7 14 8

Walsall Woods 1 0.. 2 6.. 8 6

Wellingborough 2 17 11 .

.

1 5 .

.

4 2 11

Carried forward 96 12 4 61 2 6 157 14 10 84 19 30418 18 H



Cash Aoooukt. 703

Brought forward
BV COXFERKNCKS, Ac—eoHttHutd :—

West Bromwich

Travelling.
£ s. d.

. 96 19 4

.. 18 .

. . 14 6

Expenses.
£ g. d.
61 2 6

19 6 ..10 0.
10 .

2 6.
10 .

Totals.
£ n. d. £

157 14 10 84

.16 6
. 114 6.17 8.066
.16 8

s. d. £ s. d.

19 80418 18 8

14 9

4 11

4 8

Whittlesea
Wisbt-.h . . 17 8 .

.. 3 11 .

. . 16 8 .

Wolvtrliampton
WoKt'ster

„ DisTi;; ^Ks:—
N' ton]
VV. uigD
Leic-e^Ur District Association ..

99 17 8 68 17 6 168 14 9 183

)i8lrict Association . . .

istrict Association
.10 7 11

.16 8 11

9 6 6
.18 6 11
. 16 16 11
. 90 7 4
. 9 16 10
16 1

90 19 8
132

. 11 16 9

. 8 6 10.006

. 18 2.440
38

Coventry District Association .

.

Birmingham District Association
Stafford District .\8sociation
Derby District Association
Nottingham District Association
Lincoln District Association

„ MiSCKLLAMEOUS EXPENSES: —
General Printing .

.

Postages
Telegrams
Bank Charges
Treasurer's Honorarium

NORTHERN SECTION.
By 8KCTIOMAL CONPF.REKOIS:—

Travelling
Expenses

406 9 11
406 9 11

£ : d. £
. 19 19 6
. 10

99
Totols.
£ s. d.

. 99 6 8

s. d.

19 6

6 8

„ Oftick Comxittkb Mketinob:—
NewoasUe

,, C'tNnCKBNCBB AND OTHER MeRTINOII:
Allendale
Anntleld Plain

Travelling.
£ s. d.

. . 11 19 9 .

Expenses.
£ Td.
10 7 6 .

. . 10 4 .

. . 17 9 .

. 9 11 10 .

.. 1 10 2 .

.. 2 10 .

.. 8 9.
.. 8..
..016.
.. 18 1.
.. 2 9.
.. 9 1 11 ..

..016.

.. 6 11 .

. 9 6 8..
,. 7 8.
..016.
.. 6 6.
.. 16 6 ..

.. 9 8 .

.. 9 14 8 .

.. 18 4 .

.. 9 10.

. 6 8.

.. 6..

.. 4 6..

.. 9.
. 9 8 6..

.. 7 9..

10 .

12 6 .

16 0.
12 3 .

7 6.
16.
2 6!
16 6 .

2 0.
16 6 .

10.
6 0.

16 0.
2 6.
2 6.
10.

19 .

6 0.
8 7 0.

11 .

16 .

9 6.
9 6.
9 6.
9 6.
10 .

7 6.

1 4
. 1 10 8

8 16 10
9 9 6
9 8 4.068

8
4

1 19 7
6 8

9 17 6
9 6
10 U

8 11 8
9 11

4
6 6

1 8 6
7 8

6 1 8
1 9 4

9 16
7
8
7
8 8

9 18 6
14 8

A.shinjfton
Barnard Castle
Berwick
Bi»h<>p Auckland
Blaydon
BIythe
Brandsby

( arlisle

Castle Mr>\vard
C'hester-lc-Ktieet
('onsett

Cramlington
DarlinKlon ,
Dinnintflon

Kasingwold
KKremont ....
Esh
Haltwhistle
Harrington
Hartlei»ol«
Hebbiirn
Hetnlcn Bridge
Hetton Downs'

Carried forward .. 94 7 n 14 8 W 7 10 6 IMMI 1 T



Travolling.
£ 8. d.

Brought forward 24 7 6
By Confeuences, &c.- continutd

:

—
Howick 5 9..
Jarrow 4 10.
Keswick 14 9.
Lanchester 1 0.
LoftUR 4 6.
Malton 1 8 .

Marske 2 6 .

,

Middlesbrough 10 8 4 .

Middleton-in-Teesdale 9 3 .

Naworth 7 0.
Newcastle 1 18 6 .

Otterburn 1 13 6 .

Pegswood 2 8 .

Pickering 2 6.
Ryhope 4 7.
Seaham Harbour 5 9 .

Sedgefield 1 15 7 .

Sherburn Hill 2 8.
Shotley Bridge 13 2.,
Sleekburn 9.
South Shields 1 4.
Spennymoor 14 2 .

Stakefield 8 10 .

Stanhope 6 8.
Stockton 19 1 .

Sunderland 8 4.
Tantobie 18 3 .

Thirsk 8 9.
Throckley 9.
Tyne Dock 2 4.
Walker 4 6.
Wallsend 16 11 .

West Cornforth 1 6 2 .

West Stanley 1 9.
Workington —
York 5 14 1 .

Expenses. Totals.
£ B. A. £ 8. d. jB 8. d. £ s. d.

14 03 8879 52 62 30825 1 7

56 18 3

3 9 . 9 6
7 6 . . 12 4
5 . . 19 9
2 6 ..086
2 6 . .070
2 . .038
2 6 . 5

6 14 . . 17 2 4
4 . . 13 3
2 6 . .096

5 12 6 . . 7 11
8 6 . .220
2 6 . .052.026
5 . .097
5 . . 10 9

10 . .257
2 6 . .052

13 6 . .16 8
2 6 . .033
2 6 . . 3 10
2 fi . . 16 8
5 . . 13 10
2 6 . .089
11 . . 1 10 1

11 . . 19 4
12 6 . . 1 10 9
2 6 . . 11 3
2 6 . .033
5 . .074
5 . .096

1 . . 1 16 11

12 6 . . 1 18 8
2 6 ..043
5 . .050

19 6 . . 6 18 7

36 10 93 8 8

District Association Expenses:—
North Northumberland District Association 17 13 11

South Northumberland District Association 12 5 7
Cumberland and Westmorland District Association 29 6 2
West Durham and South Northumberland District Assoc . 17 1

East Durham District Association 13 8 8

South Durham District Association 15 15 6

South Durham and North Riding of Yorkshire Dis Assoc. 18 13

Miscellaneous Expenses:—
General Printing 48 14 1

Postages 22 10 10
Carriage 3 5

Telegrams 1 6 8

Telephone Rent and Charges 10 3 11

Office Cleaning and Repairs 9 11 9
Rates and Taxes 7 2'

Engraving Shield 7 6

Coal and Lighting 3 13 4

Conferences, Teas, and Hire of Halls 2 12 9
Telegraphic Address 1 1

Insurance 3 3

Purchase of Typewriter 14 15 1

Paper Writer - Special Conference 5

a 3

124 2 11

i

127 5 7

397 2,11
.397 2 11

Carried forward 31222 4 6



Ca&h Account. 705

Brought forward
J s. d.

iiiaSS 4 6

NORTH-WESTERN SECTION.
By Skctkikal Boakd Mxktimos:-

Travelling
Expenses

TraTelling.
CoKrKKKNt esamdothkrMkktinob:— £ 8. d.

Accrington I 9 10 .

Addiogbani 4 0,
Ambleside 8 8.
AshtoD 1 6.
Bacap 9 9 .

Bangor 16 5 .

Bamsley 17 8 .

Barrow 7 6.
Batley 2 6.
Bentham Oil 1.
Beverley 18 8 .

Bingley —
Birstall 1 0.
Blackburn 11 5 .

Blackpool 10 .

Bolton . 8 6.
Bradford 2 10 .

., Secretaries' Conferences.. 5 9
Brierfleld 9.
Brighonse 2 17 6 .

Brighouse— Sectional Conferences 4 18 4 .

Brymbo . . . —
Buckley 8 0.
Burslem 10 11 .

Buxton 10 11 .

Camforth . 8 «.
Cefn 10 8 .

Chesterfield 6
Chirk 8
Chorley
Clonghfold
Clown
Colne n
Congleton
CraggVale
Crewe

a 10
8 6
8

4

9
6
6
9

Dalton
Denholme
Dewsbory —
Donoaaler 16 6
EVjcles— Sectional Conference .... 6 811
Eg«rton 1 10
Famwortb 6
Filey lA 9
Fleetwood 16 1

Great Harwood 4 7
Oregson Lane 16
Oulseley 19
Hadfleld
Haslingden
Hebdcn Bridge
Hcckmondwike « «.... —
Helninhore 14
Horwich , 4 6
Hnddersfleld 19
Hull—Wumen'iOQfldConicreas .. 11 8
Kcighley 9
Kippaz 6 6
Kirkbnrtnn 9 9
Leeds 016 1

r.oek 6
Leigh 19 9

8 10
6

9 6

Kxl>ol)se^

£ s. d.

1

9 S
9 6
9 6
8 6
6
12 6
6
12
8
2
2
2
13
5
10
10

1 16
2

1 2
1 15

2
2
7
6
9
5
6
9
9
6
6
10
9
9
10
9
9
6
6

2 11

S

6
9
19
9

1 U
1 10

9
6
9
n
t
16

8. d.

7 6
7 6

£ s. d.

Totals.
181 16

£
9

4

18
1 1

1 10
12
IR

14

16

2
8

s. d.

9 10
6 6

1

7

4

6

16
10
6

19 10
6
8 8

15 10
9 6
6 6
18 6
16 11
6

8
8
6
4

5

4

6
8
6

8

6

5
14

18
Ifi

8
8
16
6
4
6

19 11

6 10
6 6
18 8

1 18 7
7 1

8 U
8 8
6 4
8
14 6
9 6
8 10
7

9 10
9 1 8

8 t
10 6
6 8

1 18 7
8 6

1 8 •

Carried forward 18 8 96 M 6 6669 111160 4 6

47



706 Cash Account.

Travelling. Expenses. Totals.
£ s. d. £ 8. d. £ 8. d. je s. d. £ s. d.

Brought forward 39 18 8 26 12 6 65 6 2 131 15 31222 4 6
By Conferences, &c.—continued:—

Leyland 16. 2 6..040
Little Hulton 10 .

19 5 .

.026.
7 6.

.084
. I 6 11Liverpool

Llanbedrog 17 6. 10 . . 1 17 6
Love ClouRh 9. 2 6. .033
Lower Holker 2 6..026
Manchester 4 16 2 5 15 . . 10 11 2

., Sectional Conference.. 4 11 5 . 8 18 6 . . B 9 11

„ District Rules Com. .

.

15 5. 10 0. .255
Joint Meeting District
Secretaries 2 10 . . 2 10

Middleton 3 8.
7 6.
19.

5 0.
2 6.
5

.088

. 10
6 9

Millom
Milnsbridge
Morley 13. 2 6. .039
Nelson 6.

5 2.
12 .

2 6.
12 6 .

2 6.

.080

. 17 8

. 14 6

Oldham
Oswestry
Pendleton 4 11 .

1 19 1 .

Oil.
6 0.

19 6 .

2 6.

. 10 11

. 2 18 7.037
Preston ..

Radcliflfe

Rawtenstall 7 10 .

110.
3 9.

16 8.

6 0.
13 .

2 6.
18 6 .

. 13 10

. 1 14.063.249
Rhyl
Ribchester
Rochdale
Royton 2 6..026
St. Helens 1 12 7 . 110. . 2 18 7
Selby 3 4.

3 1.
2 6.
2 6.

. 5 10.057Silverdale
Skipton .T . 2 6. .056
Sowerby Bridge 6 0. 10 . . 15
Stockport 7 10 . 5 0. . 12 10
Tunstead 5 10 .

2 4.
2 6.
5 0.

.084.074Ulverston
Uppermill 16. 2 6..040
Wakefield 16. 2 6. .040
Warrington 4 1. 2 6. .067
Waterloo 13. 2 6..089
Wetherby 4 9. 2 6. .073
Wigan .. ... 18 11 . 17 6 . . 1 16 5
Windhill 9. 2 6. ,038
Winnington 3 5. 2 6. . 5 11
Winsford 2 3. 2 6..049
Wooldale

8 8.'
2 6.
5 0.

.026

. 18 3Worksop
Wrexham 1 4 10 . 10 0. . 2 4 10
York—Sectional Conference 14 18 10 . 3 10. . 17 19 10

81 5 9 54 8 6 185 9 3
,, Boundaries Sub-committee:—

Ashton
185 9 3.25717 1. 18 6 .

Atherton 12 8 . 11 ..13 8

Blackley 16 2. .12 6..288
Buckley 3 6. . 18 6 . . 3 19
Burslem 2 16 11 . .16 6. .435
Chesterfield (Hasland & Clay Cross) 2 8 8. 13 6 . .322
Droylsden 18 6 . . 11 . .14 6
Hawarden 3 17 2 . 1 10 6 . .578
Hindley ..

Hurst Brook
4 6. 2 6. .070

1 13 ..14 0. . 2 17

Leigh 12 5. . 19 . .215
Manchester 5 7 8..970. . 14 14 3

Silverdale 10 11 . .026. . 13 5

Tyldesley 10 9. 12 0. .229
Westhoughlon 8 4 5 1 17 8 . .518
Wigan 4 14 4 . .200. . 6 14 4

34 3 24 6 8 58 6 6
58 6 6

825 10 9 31222 4 6



Cash Account. 707

4 s. d. J . d.
Brought forward 826 10 9 81U9 4 6

By Dexokstbation and Choir<i Sub-ooxmittek :—
Travelling. Kxi>cnse8. Totals.
£ 8. d. £ s. d. £ a. d

Bury 6.. 2 6.. 8
Halifax 14 49.. 740. .21 89
Liverpool 2 5 4.. 16 0.. 8 1 4
B^anohester 8 12 4 .

.

2 19 .. 6 11 4
Nelson 1 15 9 .. 11 .. 2 6 9
Stockport 1 19 2 .

.

15 6 . . 2 14 8
Wigan 7 7.. 050.. 012 7

24 5 5 12 18 86 18 6

Insurance of Shield 7 R
Postages 5 2

42 7 11
District Assocution Expknses :—

Airedale District Association 18 17 1

Bolton District Association , 16 10
Calderdale District Association ,^. 1115 8
Cheshire and North Wales District Association . 26 19 8
Dewsbury District Association 16 16
East Yorkshire District Association 89 18 4
Huddersfield District Association 17 4 10
Macclesfield, Crewe and District Association 98 7 4
Manchester District Association 7 10 7
North-East Lancashire District Association 14 8 8
North Lancashire District Association 18 6 5
North Lonsdale District Association 80 10
Oldham District Association 11 9 10
Rochdale District Association 19 15 S
Rossendale District Association 14 4

South Yorkshire District Association 27 2 6
808 2 7

MlBCKLLAKEOCS EXPKNSKS :—
General Printing 125 4 6
Postages 86 18 11

Telegrams 14 4

Maps 1

BankCharges 2 6
Impressed Stamps .n 2
Carriage 5 7
Conference Teas 4 17 9
Sundries 10 6

SCOTTISH SECTION.

168 17 1

844 18 4
sasaBBS 844 18 4

Bt Skctiomai. Board Mxbtinoh:— £ t. d. M %, i.

Travelling 47 18 8
Expenses 29 6

70 8 8
Travelling. EzpeoMa. Totals.

,. SiB-coMMiTTKr. Mbktiiioh:— £ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d.

Glasgow 17 18 1 . . 18 6 . . 80 18 1

80 18 1

.. Kdccationai. Committeb Mbbtinoh:— ^ .^ .
Glasgow 9 14 10.. 6 12 0. 16 7 4

. IS 1 4

., CoKFBRKBCBS ABD OTHEB MBBTINOS:
Aberdeen 1 12 9 .. 1 .. 9 IJ 9

Alexandria 17 10 .

.

7 6 .

.

I 8 4

Alloa 2 18 8.. 10 0.. 8 8 N

Anniesland I 7.. f $ 9*1
Auchterarder » " ' • ° 5 2 i !? S
Bathgate 9 9 .. 6 l> .. 14 9

BelXl on 8.. » 0.. 016 8

Bonnybridg* :;..;... .. 6 7..
J

6 • .. 11 7

Broxburn 6 6.. 060.. 010

Carried forward 8 18 6 8 II 19 6 117 t I mm t 10



708 Cash Account.

Travelling.
£ 8. d.

Brought forward 8 18 6
By Conferences, Sic.—continued :

—
Buckhaven 10 8 .

Calderwood O 8 4..
Carlnke 6 8.,
Cathcart 7 2..
Clydebank 12 5 .

Condorrat 6 6 .

Dalmuir 1 4.
Dumbarton 9 8 .,

Dumfries 1 9 4.,
Dundee 1 9 6.,
Dunfermline 9 6..
Edinburgh 4 13 5 ..

Falkirk 2 18 11.,
Gilbertfleld 10..
Glasgow , 15 1 ..

Grangemouth 12 10 .

Hamilton 10 6
Hebden Bridge 8 4 4.
Jedburgh 14 0.
Kilmarnock 13 0.,
Kilsyth 2 9.
Kirriemuir 1 8 2.
Langholm 2 9 2 .,

Lauchie Ill 0.
Lennoxtown .. 6 4.,
L even 4 .

,

Locbgelly 14 5 .

.

Markinch 1 2 5 .,

Maybole 15 5 .

,

Methil 1 16 .,

Motherwell 6 7..
New Cumnock 9 8.
Newmains 13 3 .

,

Paisley 1 10 9 ..

St. Andrews 1 12 9 .

Selkirk 19 10.
Stenhousemuir 13 5 .

Stirling 1 16 8 .

Tillicoultry 11 2 .

Tollcross 3 0.
Walkerburn 16 7 .

Yoker 14 .

,

Expenses.
£ 8. d.

8 6

Totals.
£ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d.
11 19 6 117 9 1 82067 2 10

5
6
6
5
17
2

1 17
1 16

3
17 18

8
10

1 10

10
12

2

17
5

11

2
5

8 10
14 8
15 4

14 6
15

10 11

82 18
1 1

1 10
4 14

1 4

1 15
5

1 18
2 14

1 16
11

6
1

1 7
1 1

2 1

9
12
18

65 4 10 37 7 6 102 12 4

102 12 4

Grants to District Associations:—
Ayrshire District Association 3

Border Counties District Association 3

Central District Association 3

East of Scotland District Association 8

Falkirk District Association 8
Fife and Kinross District Association 3

Glasgow and Suburbs District Association 8

Perth, Forfar and Aberdeenshire District Association 8
Renfrewshire District Association 8

Stirling, West of Fife, & Clackmannan District Association 8
30

Miscellaneous Expenses:—
General Printing 67 5 4

Postages 22 12

Carriage 1 10 3

Telegrams 1 4 9

Telephone Rent and Charges « 19 1

Sundries 2 1 6

Caretakers, Cleaning and Repairs 57 a

Coal and Lighting 21 5 2

Rent 49

Rates and Taxes 11 16 2

Carried forward 242 15 3 250 1 5 32067 2 10



Cash Account. 70y

M : i. J a. d.

x> « Brought forward MS 15 8 S80 1 5

Conference Teas 84 fl 8
Telegraphic Address i. .!!!.!*! 110
Bank Charges 2 8
Insurance 4
Treasurer's Honorarium 5 o
Directory OH 6
Railway Contract Ticket 12 9
Purchase of Typewriter 7 7
Advertising 10
Hire of Halls 10
Paper Writer -Special Conferenoe 2
Publications 4 17 6
OfBce Furniture 2 6 6

t.d.
2 10

I S

566 2 10

SOUTHERN SECTION.
By Sectional Board Mkktimos:— £ ». d. 1 s. d.

Travelling 47 8
Expenses 14

61 8
Travelling. Expenses. Totals.

„ ElxKcvTiVK CoxMiTTEK BIeetinos:- jC s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d.
London 9 16 11 . , 2 15 .. 12 10 11

12 10 11
„ CoxrBBKNCKS AND OTHKR MkETINOS :—

Abbey Wood — .. 2 6.. 2 6
Addlestone 078.. 026.. 099
Aldershot 1 10 8 . . 16 0.. 2 6 8
Alton 114 9.. Oil 0.. 8 6 9
Amesbury 1 12 9 .. 1 4 6 .. 2 17 8
Banbury 2 18.. 012 6.. 214 9
Basingstoke 9 8.. 19 9.. 1 2
Battersea 8 0.. 6 8
Beccles 18 6 . . 16 6 .

.

1 16
Belvedere 8 0.. 2 6.. 6 6
Berkhamsted 060.. 026.. 086
Biggleswade 9 U.. 6 0.. 014
Billericay 078.. 096.. 099
Bishop's Stortford 2 17 6 .. 1 10 .

.

4 T 6
Bognor 1 7 6.. 10 0.. 117 6
Bournemouth 18 6 . . 19 0.. 1 17 6
Bradford-onAvon 16 11 .. 8 6 16 6
Braintree 9 1.. 9 6.. Oil 7
Brentwood 18 9 .. 10 .. 1 8 9
BriKhton 8 9 6.. 1 18 6 .. 680
Brixton 018.. 026.. 089
Bromley Oil 6.. 2 6.. 14
Bungay 10 9 . . 10 .

.

1 9
Byfleet 8 0.. 026.. 10 6
Camberley 8 6 4 .. 1 2 6 .. 4 7 10
Cambridge 9 IS 6 .. I 6 0.. 8 17 6
Canterbury 887.. 100.. 887
Catford IH 10 .. 2 6 114
Chatham U 17 6 . . 2 6.. 1 00
Chesham 16 6 . . 2 6 .. 18
Chichester 18 6 . . 10 .

.

1 8 6
c hii.penham 1 4 6.. 10 0.. 1 14 6
( hi|>pingNorton 18 1.020.167
Clft.ton 19 0.. 10 0.. 1 9
( liiToat-Hoo 9 8.. 096.. 12 9
Colchester 14 4.. 10 .

.

I 4 4

Cottenham 14 8 . . 10 .

.

1 4 3
Cowes and Newport 17 8.. 14 8.. 11111
Cromer 9 16 7 .. 1 .. 8 16 7
Croydon I 11.. 19 6.. 9 8 H
DmJ 6 11.. 10 0.. 16 11

DiM 118 9.. 10 0.. 9 8 9

Carried forwai wTTTl 99 IT 6 61 I 8 T9 11 t •

2 10

6 8



710 Cash Account.

Travelling.
£ s. d.

3 11

Expenses.
£ 8. d.

22 17 6

2
10
10
5

10
10

1 10

7

17
13
15

12
2
2

10
11

12
2

5
12

17
1 17

2

Brought forward 46
By Conferences, &c.—continued:—

Dover 1 14 7
Dunstable 1 1

Eastbourne 16 3
East Grinstead 9
Eastleigh 1 4

Ely 1 9
Enfield Highway 1 15
Epping 1 3 11

Epsom 2 2 7
Fakenham 19 1

Farnham 1 16 1

Faversham 8 10
Feltham 3 9
Fleet 6 8
Folkestone 1111
Godalming 18
Gravesend 16 8
Grays 15 6
Hampstead 1 11 6
Hampton 1 1 6
Harwich 1 15 9
Hastings 2 1

Haywards Heath 10 11

Hebden Bridge 2 11 0.. 1

Hendon Oil 3 . . 2
High Wycombe 1 6 8 . . 12

Hitchin 6 6.. 2

Hoddesdon 1 13 10 . . 1 10

Ipswich Oil 9.. 7

Kelvedon 12 . . 10
Kilburn 15 . . 10
King'sLynn 16 3.. Oil
Leatherhead 5 7,. 02
Lephood 9 2..
Letchworth Oil 8 .

.

Littlehampton 10 .

.

London 12 8 .

.

,, Boundaries Committee .

.

17 5 .

.

,, Educational Assoc. Mtgs. 11 13 1 ..

„ Sectional Conference 7 13 1 ..

Lowestoft 12 3

Luton 10 .

,

Maidstone 2 16 3 .

,

Maidenhead 3 0..
Maldon 16 .

.

Margate 1 5 ..

Mere 1 9 8 ..

New Brompton 14 . 8 .

,

Newhaven 4 4 8.
Newport Pagnell 13 3.
Norwich 3 7 4.
Penge 4 6..
Portsmouth—Congress Reception

Committee 55 13 5 . . 13 16 3

Potton Oil 7.. 1

Rainham 1 0.. 2 6
Ramsgate 1 16 9 . . 2 6

Reigate 7 10.. 2 6

Ringwood 1 7 3.. 2 6

Rinsly 19.. 036
Romsey 12 6.. 7 6

St. Albans 10 4.. 7 3
Saffron Walden 16 0.. 1

Salisbury Ill 8.. 12 6

Sevenoaks 1 13 3 . . 1 2 6

Sheerness 1 2 3.. 12 6

Silsoe 13 10.. 10

Slough 6 0.. 026
Southampton 110 0.. 3 6

12
18

12

9 3
12

3 2

2

2

2

17
2

10
10
2

8
1 10

10
5
8

Totals.
£ s. d. £ s. d.

69 1 5 78 11 2
s. d.

5 8

1 12
2 11

1 1

6
9

1 1

1 9
1 19

18
1 16
1 14
2 13

3 18
13

3 11

13

1

3

1

1

1

1

1 9 8
12 6

21 11 6
1 9 11

14 15 7
9 13 1

14 9
12 6

3 13 9
5 6

1 6
10 5
12 2

19
9
3 10
19 3
2
5

7 9
8 1

1 8

1

1

1 2

5 14
1 13
3 12

12

17
1 16
2 4

2 15
1 14

1 3 10
8 6

1 13 6

Carried forward ,.201 3 3 84 3 6 9 73 11 2 5 8



Cash Accocht 711

Brought forward
By Conferknckb, Ac —continued :—

Staines

Travell
£ 8.

...201 8

... 3

3

8 .

5 .

6 .

.

2 .

4 .

.

8 .

1 .

.

8 .

11 .

b .

9 .

.

3 .

6 .

9 .

6 .

10 .

8 .

11 .

8 .

6 .

.

5 .

10 .

2 .

10 .

8 .

8 .

Expenses.£^ d.
84 8 6

.026

.14 6.
. 14 6 ..049.
. 10 ..026
.18 0..050.
. 10
. 10 .

.096.

.026..050.

.026.

. 10 .

. 10 ..026..026.

.026.

. 10 ..026.

.050.

. 12 6 .

. 10 ..026.
. 2 12 6 ..050.
. 12 6 .

. 10 .

.026.

. 10 .

Totals.
£ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d.

986 6 9 78 11 9 89688 8 8

.069

. 5 10 11.19

. 11 9.909

. 5 10

. 1 14

.18 8.261

.18

. 16 9.085.078.048.280

.15 8
. 10
. 18 3.040
. 2 7 10
. 15 9
. 10 11

.16 2

. 1 18 6

. 18 6

. 7 14 11

. 10 10

. 2 19 8
. 1 19 10
. 16 9.16 8

. Stratford ... 4 6
Surbiton 14
Strood ... 7
SwafTham ... 1 10
Sydenham
Toddington and Luton

... 8

... 11

Tonbridge
Trowbridge
Tunbridge Wells

... 18

... 1 16

... 18
Uckfleld
Uxbridge

. . . 14

... 6
Walthamstowe
Walworth
Westbury
West Drayton

... 9

... 1

... 1 18

... 16
Westerham ... 7

... 16
West Smithfield
Weymouth
Whittlesford
Willesden
Winchester
Winton

... 1

.. 1 17
... 18
..0 6

. . . 12
..18

Woking
Wolverton

... Oil
..6 8

Woolwich
Worthing

..0 5

..2 7
Wymondham
Yarmouth
Yiewsley

,, District Association Exi'Knsbs:-
North Metropolitan District Ass
.Soutli Metropolitan District A8S(
Kent District Association

... 1 9

. . . 18

... 15

98S 12 2 98 5 8 881 17 5

ociation .

ociation .

. 18 17 8

. 17 19 6

. 4 14 10

. 14 14 5

. 92 9 7

. 14 18 H

. 12 8 7

. 80 5 7

. 17 14 1

. 91 19 10
175 10 a

. xi io i«

. 8 11 7

. 8 10 7

. 9 19.994

. 40

. 90 16 6
. 9 8 10

. 18 4

. 7 16 6.110

. 10

. 11 5

.414

. 7 17

. 7 19 9.678

. 4 18 10

. 6 17 10

. 9 16

Hants District Association
Wilts, and Dorset District Assoc
Oxford and Bucks. District Atscx
Cambridge and Bedford Distric
Norfolk District Association . .

.

iatioii

ciation . .

.

*
'

i Association ...
.'

Essex and Suffolk District Assoc

,, MlHCKLLAKKOt'S EXPKNSKS :—
General Printing
Posti^es
Telegrams

ciation...

Telephone Rent and Charges .

.

8undri£".'!'.!!!llli !!!!*.'.*.!*.'.*.
....

Rent
Conference Teas .•..•••••*•«••

*

Bank Charges
• ••

Assistance .,..!'..,!..... ^ . . . .

.

'

Teachers' Training Class .

Hire of Room
. ..

Deleffation Fees -Special Confei
omce Furniture and Repairs .

Special ProiMiganda—Alton . . .

.

renoe ...

••• 1 1 '

'

,1 „ Amesbury
Bishop's 8

"
,',' CUffe-at-H

II II Epsom . .

.

1, ,1 London Pi

Carried forward .....

tirtlord!

BO . .....

.... ... ....

.••• ... ....

irseveraooe .

... ....

.911 9 9 880 18 10 8MB 8 8



12 Cash Account.

£ s.

Brought forward 211 2

Bt Miscellaneocs Expensks— continued ;

—

Special Propaganda—Staines 6 9
Tiptree 5 13

d. £ s.d. £ 8. d.

9 580 18 10 32633 5 8

SOUTH-WESTERN SECTION.

6 7

77 1*2 9

Sectional Board Meetings:— £ s. d.

Travelling 56 10 3
Expenses 21 2 6

Travelling. Expenses Totals.

CoNFKKKNCEs AND OTHER Meetings:— £ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d.

Axminster 3 11 .

.

1 1-2 6 .

.

5 3 6

Barnstaple 2 7 8 .

.

1 10 .

.

3 17 3
Bodmin 1 4 4 .

.

17 6 2 1 10

Bovey Tracey 8 110.. 1 2 6.. 4 4 4

Brent 4 6.. 2 6.. 7
Bridgwater 8 6.. 7 6.. 16

Bristol 19 8.. 115 0.. 2 14 8
Brixham 19 .

.

10 .

.

1 9

Bruton 8 6.. 2 6.. Oil
Buckfastleigh 115 6.. 12 6.. 2 8

Budleigh Salterton 1 10 1 . 2 10

Chagford Oil 3.. 10 0.. 1 1 3

Chudleigh 1 7 .

.

12 6 .

.

1 19 6

Clevedon 040.. 026.. 066
Colyton 2 19 .

.

1 10 .

.

4 9

Cornwood 2 10 6 1 2 6 .

.

3 13

Creech St. Michael 046.. 10 0.. 14 6

Cullompton . 15 9 .

.

2 6 .

.

c 18 3
Darite 1 12 6 .

.

10 .

.

2 2 6

Dartmouth 12 1 .

.

10 .

.

1 2 1

Dawlish 1 2 .

.

10 .

.

1 12

Devonport 009.. 026.. 03 3

East Ogwell 15 9 .

.

10 . . 1 5 9

Exeter 5 6 .

.

2 5 .

.

7 11

Exmouth 4 9 9 . . 1 .

.

5 9 9

Galnipton 10 11 2 6 .

.

13 5

Ht'hden Bridge 6 13 10 .

.

3 .

.

9 13 10

Highbridge 1 5 6 .

.

10 .

.

1 15 6
Honiton 149.. 026.. 173
llfracombe 459 20 0.. 659
Kcynsham 1 3 .

.

2 6 .

.

3 9

Kingsbridge 1 2 6 .

.

1 10 2 12 6

Kingswear 19 6.. 026.. 120
Lee Moor '. 3 9.. 2 6.. 6 3

Liskeard 9 .

.

5 .. 14

Midsomer Norton 3 9.. 2 6.. 6 3
Minehead 2 14 .

.

2 0.. 4 14

Moreton Hampstead 11 3 .

.

2 6 13 9

Newton Abbot Ill 0.. 5 0.. 116
Okehampton 17 3.. 10 0.. 1 7 8

Otlery St. Mary 2 10 .

.

1 .

.

3 10

Paignton 1 15 3 .

.

12 6 . . 2 7 9

Pensilva 7 6 10 0. 17 6

Penzance 2 15 3 .

.

15 .

.

3 10 8
Plymouth 2 6 6 .

.

1 15 .

.

4 1 6

PiVmpton 009.. 020.. 033
PoVtishead 12 .

.

10 .

.

1 2

Princetown 2 2 .

.

1 10 .

.

3 10 2

Hadstock 8 0.. 12 6.. 1 6

Roche 1 9 9 .

.

110 .

.

2 19 9

St. Austell 18 1 .. 5 .. 1 3 1

St Blazey 2 10 .

.

1 . 3 10

St. Breward 4 18 9.. 2 10 789
St. Columb Road 6 18 5 .

.

2 7 6 .

.

9 5 11

St. Day 2 5 .. 1 2 .. 3 7 6
Sherb6rne 10 6 .

.

10 .

.

1 6 _
Carried forward . . .. 93 11 H 47 140 11 8 77 12 9 33436 10 1



Oash Accoust. 71S

Travelling. Expenses.
£ s. d. £ B. d.

Brought forward 93 11 8 47
By Conferences, Ac.,—continued ;—

Tavistock 16 0.. 5 0..
Teigngraoe 15 6 .

.

10 .

.

Teign Village, Chadleigh, and
Trusham 10 S .

.

10 .

.

Teignmouth 9 6.. S 6.
Templeoombe 2 19 6.. 9 10 0..
Tiverton 9 7 11.. 016 0..
Torquay 9 9.. 026..
Torringion 1 9 9.. 10
Truro 9 11 0.. 17 6..
Wadebridge 9 6.. 028..
Wellington 8 17 8.. 17 6..
Wells 2 9 9.. 260..
Wincanton 9 9.. 2 6..
Yeovil 12 9.. 10 0..

ToUls.
£ s. d. M n d. £ s. d.

140 11 8 77 12 9 88186 10 I

1 1

1 6 6

1 9
12

5 2 6
8 2 11

12 8
1 19
8 8

12
4 15
4 7

12
1 2

118 6 2 57 170 6 2
170 6 1

DisraicT A880C1ATI0N Expenskb:—
Cornwall District Association 81 4 8
Devon District Association 6
Somerset District Association 99 7 6

66 11 9
MiSCELLANBOUS EXPENSES'—

General Printing 10 18 I

Postages 4 11 6
Hireof Halls 8 12
Sundries 2 6
Cheque Book 2 6
Paper Writer—Special Conference 2 2
Treasurer's Honorarium 8 8
Special Propaganda—Kingsbridge 1 8 7

26 15 7

809 6 8m^B^ 000 6 8

WESTERN SECTION.

Bt Sectiomal Boakd Mketinoh:— £ *. d, 1 s. d.
Travelling 08 6 6
Expenses 8 60

TrKVflliiig.
CoKrERENCKS AND OTHER MbETIMUB:— £ S. d.

Aberaman H 9.
Aberdare 1 1 6.
Abergavenny 18 6 .

Abergwynfl 19.
Abersychan . 14 7.
Abertridwr 9 9.
Abertillery —
Aniuianford 4 0.
Barry 14 4.
HirchOrove 10.
Hlarkwrnnl 9 11 .

Bla^-ngwynfl 0.
Blaina —
Bream 8.
Bryn 8 9
Caerau 9 8
( aerpbilly 9 6.
CainHcrona 8 0.
CardifT 8 15 8 .

Choral Association 4 12 10 .

Cheltenham I 8 11 .

Cirencester 0.
Ciydach-on Tawe . 19 .

Cwmllynfell 111.

40 10 6
Kxpti t»es. ToUls.

019

010
10

earned forxvard 20 B 6 10 7 6 00 16 «0 10 00m 10 4



714 Cash Account.

Brought forward
By Coxkkrkncek, &c.,—eontinned :—

Travelling.
£ 8. d.

... 20 8 6

.. . 8 11 .

Expen
£ s.

10 7

5

10
2

1 5

2
10

1

2
2
10
2
2

2

17
2
2

1 5
15
2

17
1 15
10
10
10
2
2
2

2
2

10
2

12
5

1 5

12
5
2

10
2

2
5
10
5

ses.

d.

6

.

..

6 .

..

6 ..

.

..

6
6 .

.

6 .

6 ..

6 .

6 ..

6 .

6 .

..

..

6 ..

6 .

..

..

..

..

6 ..

6 .

6 .

6 .

6 ..

..

6 ..

6 ..

..

..

6 ..

..

6 ..

..

6 .

6 ..

..

..

..

Totals.
£ B. a. £ 8. d. £ s. d.

80 16 40 10 6 88775 16 4

13 11

2 3 9

7 6
2 10 6

4 6
1 12 6
2 17 2

10
8 3

1 2 9
10

1 5 9
10 5

2 10 4

5 9
8 3

3 15 10
4 19

5

3 10 6
5 4 4

2 5 3
13 10
17 6
8
4 5
3 9
5 9
5 6

18 9
8 7

1 7 3
8

5 14 2
1 3 10

1

3 4

1

2 6

10 11

11 8
1 4 6

1 8 1

Fishguard
Glanamman
Gloucester
Gorseinon

... 1 18 9 .

... 5 0.

... 15 6.

... 2 0.

... 12 6.
HebdenBridge
Hereford
Kemble
KenfigHill

... 1 17 2 .

... 7 6.
.. 6 9.

... 12 9 .

Llandaff
Lower Cwmtwrch
Lydbrook
Maesteg
Merthyr
Mid-Rhondda ... .

... 7 6.

...13 3

... 7 11 .

. . . 1 12 10 .

... 3 8.

.. . 9 .

Nantymoel
Neath

... 2 10 10 .

...440.
Newent ... 2 6.
Newport

Choral Association . .

.

Newtown
New Tredegar

... 2 13 .

.. 3 9 4.
. . 1 15 3 .

.

... 3 10 .

Penarth
Pillowell
Pontypridd
Porth
Resolven
Risca
Sketty
Skewen
South Cerney
Stroud
Swansea
Ton
Tondu
Tonypandy
Tonyrefail
Treboeth

... 7 6.

... 5 6.
... 1 11 .

...013.

... 3 3.

... 3 0.
. . . 18 9 .

... 6 1.

. . . 14 9 .

... 3 0.
.. 4 9 2.
.. 11 4 ..

. , . 15 .

. . . 10 .

. . . 10 .

Treharris
Troedyrhiw
Ynyshir
Ystalyfera . ...

.. 8 5..
... 6 8.
. . . 14 6 .

18 1.

59 7 7 28 16 88 2 7

„ DisTKiCT Association Expenses:—
Gloucester and Hereford District Association
Brecon, Monmouth, and East Glamorgan Dist

tion .... . . .

18 18 11

15 19 5
25 16 7
18 11 2

79 6 1

rict AsE ocia

West Wales District Assnciatior
Mid-Glamorgan District Associa

J

tion

,, MlSCELLANKOUS EXPENSES:—
7 10 5
3 4

3 14

12 6
8 3

16
1 o in 11

Postages and Telegrams ...

Hire of Car

226 19 1

.q4no2 15 5



Cash Account. 715

Brought forwari
J t. d.

IS S

B ALAMCBS.
4 s. d.

By Cash in bands of Treasurer of Irish Executive 10
Midland SecUon 82 18

„ Northern Section 7 16 2
,. North-Western Section 81 5 8

M .. Scottish Section 27 6 5
South-Westem Section 22 17 10

I. „ Western Section lo 6 10
Cashier—Central Office 20

162 10 6

Dr BANKING ACCOUNT. Or.

Ist January, 1912:-
To Balance

8l8t December, 1912:-
„ Deposits

£ B. d.
... 8004 1 8

...16988 4 4

... 27 7 6
.. 61 8

-1

£20026 1 I

8l8t December, 1912:-
By Withdrawals
„ Commission
„ Balance

£ s d.

..17041 9 5
12 15 8

.. 2971 16
„ Dividend
„ Interest

J9QIM 1 1



716 HuGHMS Scholarship Fund.
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Neale Scholarship Fund. 717
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718 Balance Sheet.
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HOLYOAKE MkMORIAL. 719

HOLYOAKE MEMORIAL.

Statement of Accounts of the New Building Fund up to Slat December, 191:1.

Gash Account.

£ s. d.

To Subscriptions 25110 7 10

„ Transfer (Owen Memorial Fund) 90 18 H
„ Sewering Expenses repaid 83

„ Rent- 411 18 4

„ Bank Withdrawals 28875 18 1

Ry Land and buildinKs .'9046

„ Furniture and Fittiui^. 1060 4
„ Rates, Cleaning, and insurance
„ Opening Expense*
, , Removal Charges
,, Scworing and other expenses.

.

,, Subscriptions refunded
„ " Holyoake Memorial " GraTS .

Expenses on Property (old)

,

44
S04 9
61 15
88 4

S IS
987 5
971 18

Bank Deposits 96461 8

. d.

7
8
H
5
6
8

8

£49590 7 11

Bank Account.

To Deposits 25461

„ Bank Dividend ....£177 2 10

„ Trade Dividend 209

„ Interest 907 3

s. d.

8

1293 5 10

£26754 6 10

Balance

449690 7 11

Bv Withdrawals
., Interest (overdraft) ..£69 7 9
„ Commission and

Cheques 11 11 6
„ sumping Agr«ement« 5

M B. d.
98875 18 1

86 16
9199 17

496754 8 10

To Expenses
„ Balance (Income and Expendi

Property Revenue Account.

By lUnli
4 s. d.

180 10 8

ture Account). 1 8 1

£411 18 4

TncoMI: and EXPKNDITURK ACCOUNT.

£ *. d.

To Cost of Holyoake Urave 987 5

„ Expenses of Site 189 8
„ Opening, Removal, and other

expenses 848 9 10

..BankCberges 86 18 7
„ Balance 784 6 9

41688 9 7

By Transfer (Owen Memorial Fond)
„ Property ReTenae Aoeoont

.

„ Expenses repaid
„ Bank Dividend and Intereal

4 s. d.
411 18 4

4411 18 4

4 s. d.

1) 90 18 8
199 8 1

at
IM 6 10

41688 9 7

Balance Sbrrt.

LlABILITtKS. 4 S. d.

To Sobsortptions 96104 16 10

„ Balance Income over Expendi
tore.. 784 6 9

1~0

By
Famitttre Mid FItliaga
Belanoe In Bank

s. d.

7
4 8
IT 9

9



AUVERTISKMENTS.

ALL CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETIES
SHOULD JOIN THE

CO-OPEfiATIVE UNION LTD.
The Union is an Association of Co-operative Societies

for the defence of Co-operative principles, and to

give advice to Societies in need of same, either in

connection with Legal Business or Educational Work.

THE MISSIONARY, ORGANISER, AND ADVISER

OF THE C0=0PERAT1VE MOVEMENT.

DIVIDED INTO EIGHT SECTIONS-
Irish, Midland, Northern, North-Western, Scottish, Southern,

South-Western, and Western Sections.

SUB-DIVIDED-
Into 62 District Associations.

CONTROLLED—
By a duly-elected Central Board of 68 members.

IN MEMBERSHIP—
1,264 Co-operative Societies, representing 2,694,320 Individual Members*
or 93*65 per cent of the total membership of the Co-operative movement.

NOT IN MEMBERSHIP—
256 Co-operative Societies, representing 182,572 Individual Members, or

6*35 per cent only of the total membership of the Co-operative movement.

CONDITIONS OF MEMBERSHIP—
Any Co-operative Society may become a member of the Co-operative

Union by payment of the sum of IJd. per member per annum. :: ::

M

Full particulars in regard to the work and objects of the

Union may be had on application to the Central Office :

Holyoake House, Hanover Street, Manchester,
Or any of its Branch Offices

263. WALLACE STREET, 99. LEMAN STREET. 84. WESTMORLAND ROAD.
KINGSTON. GLASGOW. LONDON. E. NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE.



ADVKBTISEMKNTS.

Established in Balloon Street. 1869.

THE ORIGINAL GO-OPERATIVE PRINTERS.
All Empioyees receive full Trjide Union W^es Mnd
Work the Forty-eight Hours Week in Jtll Departments.

ACCOUNT BOOKS for Co-operative,

Friendly, and Trade Societies.

''Simplex'' System of Penny Bank
Accounts.

LIBRARY BINDING.

EXPERTS IN CHECK SYSTEMS.
Copyright Proprietors of XL., Failsworth, ** Eccles,** and

FIELDISQ-WOOD CHECK SYSTEMS,

Aiso Makers of the ** CLIMAX" CHECK BOOKS.

Illustrated Co-operative BOOK (32 pages)

and SHEET ALMANACS.

CHROMO ALMANACS FOR 1914.

Shop Papers, Psptr Bsgst

II ;: Tii/ine, &€ u ix

Estimates on application to the

Co-operative Printing Society Ltd.,

1 18, Corporation St., Manchester

;

Or Branches -

RUTMERfORD «7., NtWCAaTLE-ON'TYNt,
TUI>OR 9TR££T, LONlHiN, £.C.

4«



ADVERTISEMENTS.

THE

Go-operative Wholesale

Society Limited.

Enrolled 11th August, 1863. Bibsmess commenced lith March, 1864.

Wloiesale emrs/Provlsion Dealers, Diapers,
Dealers in Woollens, Ready-made Clothing, Boots, Shoes,

Brushes, Crockery, Carpets, Furniture, Coal, &c. ; Bankers,

Manufacturers, IVIillers, Printers, Bookbinders, Boxmakers,
Lithographers. Shipowners, Butter Factors, Lard Refiners,

Bacon Curers, Fruit Growers, Drysalters, Spice Grinders,

Saddlers, Curriers, iron Founders, and Tinplate Workers,
Fellmongers, &c.; Tea Growers, Blenders, Packers, and Importers.

SHIPPERS Owners of Steamships

"FRATERNITY," "NEW PIONEER," "DINAH," and "BRITON."

Registered Office, Bank, and Shipping Department:-!,'Balloon St., Manchester.

Grocery and Provision Warehouses:—Balloon Street and Corporation Street, Manchester.

Paper and Twine Warehouse :^Corporation Street, Manchester.

Drapery Warehouses:— Balloon Street and Dantzic Street, Manchester.

Woollens and Ready-made Clothing Warehouse :—Dantzic Street, Manchester.

Boot and Shoe Warehouse :—Balloon Street, Manchester.

Saddlery Warehouse :— Thorniley Brow (Dantzic Street), Manchester.

Furniture Warehouse :—Corporation Street, Manchester.

Carpet and Floorcloth Warehouse :—Corporation Street, Manchester.

Coal Department :—Balloon Street, Manchester.

Branches :-^West Blandford Street, Newcastle-upon-Tyne ; and Leman Street, London, E.

Purchaning and Forwarding Depots

:

—
liiverpool, Manchester, Goole, Garston, Bristol, Northampton, Cardiff, Longton, and Jersey

;

Cork, Limerick, Tralee, and Armagh (Ireland) ; New York (America) ; Montreal (Canada),
Copenhagen, Aarhus, Odense, Herning, and Esbjerg (Denmark) ; Gothenburg (Sweden)

;

Rouen (France) ; Sydney (Australia) ; and Denia (Spain).
Hale and Sample Rooms .- — Leeds, Nottingham, Blackburn, Hudderstield, and Birmingham.

Hide and Skin Depots:—Newcastle, Manchester, Leeds, and Beeston.
Fellmongcring, dc.

:

—Pontefract.

Manufacturers of Flour, Butter, Lard, Biscuits, Sweets, Preserves,
Candied Peels, Pickles, Cocoa, Chocolate, Soap, Candles, Glycerine, Starch,
Tobacco, Cigars, Cigarettes, Snuff, Paints and Varnish, Boots and Shoes,
Saddlery, Woollens, Grey Cotton Cloths, Clothing, Shirts, Shirtings,
Mantles, Underclothing, Corsets, Millinery, Flannels, Hosiery, Silesias,

Pants, Ladies' Underwear, Cardigans, Furniture, Hardware, Brushes,
Mats, &c.



I THE PRESENT POSITION I
4?
49
49
49
49
49
49
49
49

Shareholdeps J:!l. I 2 MSocieties), »

Capital, - - over 8 M

{Reserve Funds, over 14 M

Land, Buildings, &c., |4i M

Depreciation, - over 2| M

Sales for Year, nearly 30 M

Total Sales, - over 468 M

Total Rpofit, - over 7i M

Bank Tupnovep, over 158^ M

Direct Imports, nearly 74 M

Own Manufactures, over 74 M

ons.

ons.

on.

ons.

ons.

ons.

ons.

ons.

ons."

ons.*

ons.'
« F4

f^^^i^

OF THE

t CO-OPERATIVE WHOLESALE SOCIETY. J
49 »



Registered Office and Furnishing Departments of the

SCOTTISH GO-OPERATIVE WHOLESALE SOCIETY Ltd..

95, MORRISON STREET, GLASGOW.

Established 1868.

PRODUCTIVE DEPARTMENTS.
SHIELDHALL, near GLASGOW

Tannery. Brush Factory.
Boot and Shoe Factory. Tobacco Factory
Cabinet Factory. Hosiery Factory

Pickle FactoryPreserve Factory.
Coffee EssencelFactory.

Artisan Clothing Factory.
Printing Department.
Tinware Department.
Confection Factory.

Chemical and Sundries Department.

PAISLEY ROAD, DUNDAS STREET, PATERSON STREET, AND
PARK STREET, GLASGOW.

Cart and Vanbuilding Department.Ham curing and Sausage Department.
Bespoke Tailoring and Mantle Making
Waterproof and Umbrella Factories.
Skirts and Underclothing

Electrical Department.

Saddlery Department.
Aerated Water Factory.
Carting Department.

REGENT FLOtR MILLS, PARTICK, GLASGOW.
JUNCTION MEAL AND FLOUR MILLS, LEITH.
CHANCELOT ROLLER FLOUR MILLS, EDINBURGH.

AersTted Water Factory, Leith.

PAISLEY. Potterhill Laundry and
|

STIRLING. Aerated Water Factory
Dress Shirt Factory. ' „ . .

.. .
ENNISKILLEN. Creameries

WIGTOWN. Bladnoch Creamery. a"d Depot.

ADCDncckj GRANGEMOUTH, soap works.
ABERDEEN. Fish curing Works. ^. ...^^^... ...r- a * ^ v*/ +

^^.,.„,^ DUNFERMLINE. Aerated water
SELKIRK. Ettrick Tweed Mills. Works.

CALDERWOOD ESTATE, LANARKSHIRE.



DYKBTIUMfXaiS.

The Scottish

Co-operative Wholesale Society Limited.

ESTABLISHED 1808.

ReglsUNd Addr«M and 0«ner&l Offlcci:

95, MORRtSON STREET, GLASGOU^.

DISTRIBUTIVE DEPARTMENTS.
GROCERY AND PROVISION WAREHOUSE : Paisley Road. Crookston Street, Park Street, and

Clarence Street, Glasgow.

GROCERY AND PROVISION BRANCHES: Leith. Kilmarnock. Dundee, and Ennlskillen.

DRAPERY WAREHOUSE : Dundas Street, Paterson Street, and Wallace Street, Glasgow.

BOOT AND SHOE WAREHOUSE: 129, Dundas Street, Glasgow.

FURNITURE AND STATIONERY WAREHOUSE: 95, Morrison Street, Glasgow.

FURNITURE WAREHOUSE AND DRAPERY AND BOOT SAMPLE ROOM: Chambers StfMt.

Edinburgh.

Turnover for 1912 £8,391.*268

Value of Goods Manufactured, 1912 i;'2,6.H*2.063

ToUl Profit for 1912 JtHOl.lM

Total Capital at December, 191*2 £.S,333.240

Reserve and Insurance Funds .

.

£705,078

Total Sales from Comniencenieiil i;14ii,O0*J.004

^^i^^HR Society iw a Federation of 270 Co-operative Societies in Scotland,

# holding among them at December, 191S, 439,909 Shares of the value

V«9 of £1 each For the year 1912 £260,591 wm allocated to Societies an

Dividends on PurchascH. Working Kx|)enf«eK, Distribution, Ac.

including IntereHt on Capital and Depreciation, woro at the rate of Od. per £
on value of goods turned over. The Hum of £1,019,444 baa bean expanded

oil Buildings, Plant and Machinery. These have been deprociaLfld bv tl inr..a04,

and their book value at December, 1919. was £fil8.140.

The Society hsfl joint buying arrangemontM with the Co t>pcnitive W hole-

>.il*- Society Limited, of Kngland, in msny imiiortant Continental Ci^ntres; in

tin- United StateH and Canada ; and is joint owner with iha Co operative Whole-

sale Society of Tea KHtates in Ceylon.

NuMBBB or ?3mpix>yck8 8,104.



ADVERTISEMENTS.

Co-operative Insurance.

The Co-operative Wholesale Society Limited

AND THE

Scottish Go-operative Wholesale Society Ltd.

have jointly agreed to acquire the

interests of the Shareholders of

The Co-operative Insurance Society Limited,

AND

the Shareholders of the C.I.S. have agreed to accept

the terms of transfer as mutually agreed.

Subject to any modlflcation or changes which may be

announced from time to time, the business will be carried on as

hitherto, and all communications relating to insurance of every

class, except Marine Insurance and National Health Insurance,

should be addressed to the CO-OPERATIVE INSURANCE SOCIETY
LIMITED, at either the Chief Office,

109, CORPORATION ST., MANCHESTER,
or one of the following Branch Offices:

—

Office for Scotland—

23-27, MORRISON STREET, GLASGOW.

NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE-84, Westmorland Road.

BRADFORD 65, Sunbridge Road.

LONDON 14, Red Lion Square, Holborn.

CARDIFF- 53, Queen Street.

DUBLIN—3, Commercial Buildings, Dame Street-



ADVBBTISKMKNTft.

XME

Co-operative Insurance Society Ltd.,

ON BEHALF OF

THE GO-OPERATIVE WHOLESALE SOCIETY LIMITED

AND

THE SCOTTISH CO-OPERATIVE WHOLESALE SOCIETY LTD..

UNDERTAKES

Life Assurance C^:J^) and Annuities

Fire Plate-Glass )

Burglary- Fidelity and Insurance.

Employers' Liability '

COLLECTIVE PERSONAL ACCIDENT INSURANCE

for Committee-men, who are Employers.

Public Liability - •

)

Driving Accident • • insurance.

Horse & Motor Vehicle

Liberal Policy Condition*.

Moderate Rates, and

Prompt Loss Sattlemente.



ADVERTISEMENTS.

£very Co-operator should read the

"MiLLGATE Monthly,"
A Popular Progressive Magazine, Issued by the

Co-operative Newspaper Society Limited.

3d.Monthly. ^ /H Monthly.

INTERESTING..
IlalaUSTR/^TElD.
INTERNT^TIONT^la.

CONTRIBUTIONS BY THE LEADING
WRITERS OF THE DAY,

The only High-class Magazine owned by the

People for the People, and the only Periodical of

its kind issued at ^
—

THHEEPENCE.
It is the duty of every Co-oi)erator to support the
" Millgate Monthly," because it is his own property.

ON SALE AT THE STORES AT
THE END OF EACH MONTH.

PUBLISHERS:

The Co-operative Newspaper Society Ltd.,

"Co-operative News" Building,

LONG MILLGATE. MANCHESTER.



ADVERTISEMENTS.

BARNSLEY BRITISH GO-OPERATIVE SOCIETY
LIMITED.

TINNING DEPARTMENT-

MAKERS OF

flour. Gram, Potato,

Sugar Bins and Shoots.
ISO SOCIETIES USING THESE BINS.

OVER 200 REPEAT ORDERS.

PATENT VENTILATORS
FOR ANY KIND OF BUILDING. MANY CHOICE DESIGNS.

MAKERS OF THE VORTEX WINDER
FOR ADDING MACHINES; ALSO
EXCELDA CHECK STORING CABINET.

See Our New Illustrated Catalogue. Just Out.

FREE ON APPLICATION.

4»
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^= Hebden Bridge Fustian ^=
Manufacturing Co-operative Society

lalMITElD.
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To Members of Co-operative Societies

—

When ordering Fustian Clothing at your Stores insist on
having those from the Co-operative Factory at Nutclough.

ALL KINDS OF

FUSTIAN CLOTHING,
Ready-made and to Measure Neatly Cut and Finished.

Samples and Prices to Co-operative Societies on Application.

Nutclough, Hebden Bridge, Yorkshire.

Agents—The Co-operative Wholesale Society, Manchester, Newcastle-on-Tyne,

and London, and the Scottish Wholesale Society, Glasgow.



ADVEBTI8EMKMTB.

Your Welfare is Our

Welfare.

Social conditions are improved by a process of

experiment. Each successful experiment paves

the way for improvement all round. Garden City

Letchworth) conditions are a marked advance on

those generally existing.

Garden City Press Ltd.,
Printers for Co-operators,

LETCHWORTH.

Letchworth's example must eventually raise the

Standard of life throughout the country. Help to

spread it more rapidly by sending us your orders

for Printing and Stationery. Write now, enclosing

that order you have in hand. We give good

value, and you will be pleased with our work.

Our Welfare is Y(

Welfare.

our
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ANCHOR BOOT AND SHOE

Productive Society Ltd.

:xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

NEW EVINGTON, LEICESTER.

^r^ ^T^ ^^
takers of

*'OLIR CIRCLE" SCHOOL BOOTS.
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AOVKBTIBKIimTS.

Established over 25 Years. Telephone r National, 27.

The Leek Silk Twist

Manufacturing Society Ltd.,

NELSON MILLS, Leek, Staffordshire.

ALSO AT GLASGOW. MANCHESTER. LONDON. LEEDS. «cc

®:

The only Co-operative Society

. who are manufacturers of .

SEWING SILKS AND TWISTS
FOR HAND OR MACHINE USE.

Also MAfxufjtcturers of

SKIRT BELTINGS
Velvet Dress Bindings,

SI1.K, PRUSSIAN, and

PATENT BINDINGS,

Boot Loopc, and

other Trimminfs.

ManuUcturers of all kinds of Woven and Knitted NechwcAr,

— B=

SUNRISE

"TIP TOP
. . TRY THE . .

BRAND MACHINE SILK,

4 Speciality for

Clothing or Boots,

Samples and PriceH on applicaiion lo

our Agents, the Co-opeuativk Wiiolk-

8ALE SociRTV- LiMiTRD, or direct from

NelMU Mills. Leek.

TOP



ADVERTISEMENTS.

TME

Lincoln Land and Building Society Limited.
(Incorporated under the Industrial and Provident Societies Act, 1893.)

ESXABL-ISMED IST'S.

Registered Office: ODDFELLOWS' HALL, UNITY SQUARE, LINCOLN.

OBJECTS:
The objects of this Society shall be to carry on the industries, trades and

businesses of builders and contractors, producers, manufacturers and dealers in

any of the materials employed in the construction of buildings, and of the

buying and selling of land, and of Banking.

The Share Capital is all transferable, and consists of an unlimited

number of Shares of One Pound each, payable at once, or by instalments, as

follows, viz. :—One Shilling per Share on application. One Shilling per Share
on allotment, and One Shilling per share per month until the Shares are fully

paid up. A member can hold from one to two hundred Shares.

The Society is a "Permanent" Building Society, and persons may take up
Shares at any time without having to pay up any arrears.

ANDREW HALL, Chairman. JAS. WIELD, Secretary.

SaMPLE
: THE : K.e. BRANDS
In Cor$«t$, Blouses, and Overalls,

BECAUSE they are Smart.

BECAUSE they are Cheap.

BECAUSE they are Manufactured with Co-operative Capital,

under first-class conditions, by a Society that has stood the test

for 15 years, and increased its trade every year. This speaks

for itself. The year 1913 is proving a record.

Sole Manufacturers

:

Kettering Corset Manufacturers Limited, Rutland Works.

NOTE.—Not C.K. ; this is an infringement.



ADVERTI8BMEKT8.

FOR ALL KINDS OF . .

HOSIERY and UNDERWEAR
TKY THK

Kirkby-in-Ashfield Manufacturers Limited

Co-operative Hosiery Society,

EAST KIRKBY, NOTTINGHAM.

Co-operators should ask at their Stores for

ASHFIELD'^ BRAND Hosiery and Underwear.

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED.

SAMPLES SENT TO ANY SOCIETY CARRIAGE PAID.

FOR LADIES', GIRLS*. AND BOYS'

BOOTS HNO SHOES
"4 "4 *TRY XME

SILEBY EXCELSIOR CO-OPERATIVE

Boot and Shoe Manufacturing Society.

TRADE UNION STAMPED GOODS.

MADE UNDER CO-PARTNERSHIP PRINCIPLES.

Samples sent to any Societies, Carrisfe PsM.

WORKS:

Brook Street, Sileby, near Leicester.



ADVKUTISKMKNTS.

Insist on having an

IDEAL ^Q^^"^^ Q^ ^^^^'

5\.bsolutelY the gest. ^ ge^t |or Style,

ge^t for Wear. W 3e3t |or Value.

ICvery Garment sold is made under co-partnership conditions of labour on

premises which are acknowledged to be the Best for the Tailoring
in the country.

REFUSE IMITATIONS. HAVE ONLY THE "IDEAL

THE IDEAL CLOTHIERS LIMITED.
WORKS: MILL ROAD, WELLINGBOROUGH.

^ -^ Paisley Co-operative >* -^

Manufaduring Society Limited.

Co-operators can be supplied at their own Stores with the

following goods manufactured by the P.C.M.S., viz.:

—

"PACOMA" THOROUGHLY :

REGD. SHRUNK CLOTHS.

Shirtings, Shirts, Skirtings, Skirts, Ladies Dress Tweeds and

Serges, Gents Serges, Ladies and Children's Blouses and

Underclothing, Shawls, Shawlettes, Mufflers, Scarfs, &c.

GUARANTEE ALL GOODS BEARING THE ABOVE
REGISTERED MARK ARE THOROUGHLY SHRUNK.



ADVKBTISSMlCXTft.

LEICESTER
Self-Help Boot and Shoe Manufacturing Society

LIMITED.

DARTFORD ROAD, LEICESTER.

Ig

CO-OPERATORS AND TRADE UNIONISTS
SHOULD ASK AT THEIR STORES FOR

SELF-HELP BRAND
°^^^^ BOOTS & SHOES.

SATISFACTION QUARANTEED.

LOOK OUT FOR THE TRADE UNION LABEL.

Registtred No. 1,633 Trade Mark: "UNITY."

THE SHEFFIELD

Cutlery Co-operative Productive Society Ltd.,

UNITY WORKSf, ELDON STREET, SHEFFIELD.

llANUFA(mTRKRM OF ALL KINDS OF

Table Cutlery, Fancy Pen & Pocket Knives, Razors,

Butchers' Knives and Steek, Scissors, Shears. &c
All (rom th« B«« ScmI and Warraal«a.

Genuine British Plate or Improved

Nickei Silver and Metal Goods.

Sample Order* tupplied. and any of our Goods auiy be ob«>iB>d at the

Co*operative Wholesale Soaetie* and iheir Branchc*—Manchester. NewcMllc. London.
Glasgow, and Edinburgh, and (rom ihc Works.



ADVERTISEMENTS.

TME

LEICESTER CO-OPERATIVE
. PRINTING SOCIETY LTD. .

Ectierpress St filtboarapbic Printers,

Account Book manufacturers, . .

Bookbinders, Boxmakers, Stc, $c.

Established 1892 for the production of every requisite in Printing and Stationery for

Store, Office, Workshop, or Propaganda. Inquiries invited.

48-Hour Week, Trade Union Wages paid in all Departments,

Office :—CHURCH GATE, LEICESTER.

BURNLEY SELF-HELP LTD.
Tiegisttred Office : 6, CHURCH STREET, MANCHESTER.

MAKERS OF

Shirtings, Flannelettes, Silesias,

Linenettes, Lustres, and Sateens; also

Grey Cloths in Jeans, Tv\fills, and Plains.

ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO WAREHOUSE. MANCHESTER.

National Telephone, 138 Burnley. National Telephone Co., 3,010 City, Manchester.



DVEBTISKMKSTB.

The 'Scottish Co-operator,
THE ORGAN OF THE MOVEMENT IN SCOTLAND.

PUBLISHED EVERY FRIDAY.

CONTAINS—
Co-operative News from all parts of the Country.

Reports of all Co-operative Conferences. Society
Meetings, &c.

Special Articles on Co-operative, Social, and Indus-
trial Affairs, besides Bright. Instructive, and
Interesting Articles of a general character.

EDITORsf

HENRY DYER, M.A., D.Sc., LL.D. Jl^ MR. WILLIAM REID.

The "Scottish Co-operator " has the largest and most extensive

circulation of any Co-operative Journal in Scotland. jl SplCNdid

JVdVCrtiSina IRcdium. Societies Supplied at 4s. per loo Copies.

CARRIAGE PAID PrinUn : Scottish Co-operative Wholesale Society Limited.

^/^egiilered Office and 'J^oardroom

:

263, WALLACE STREET. KINGSTON, GLASGOW.

'EQUITY' AND ASPASIA' BRANDS OF BOOTS AND SHOES

Should be Stocked by all Co-operative Societies.

Ail our Goods arc mad« under G>-partnership conditions by

Trade Union Labour.

SMART DESIGNS. LATEST MODELS. WEAR GUARANTEED.

TRADE UNION STAMP No. 2 ON ALL GOODS.

National Tel. 3«6 Lelceater. 50S6 City. ManchMter.

Office and Works: WESTERN ROAD. LEICESTER.

Branch Wirehouu 12. CANNON STREET. MANCHESTER.

LEICESTER CO-OPERATIVE

Boot and Shoe Manufacturing Society Limited.



ADVEBTISEMENTS.

WIGSTON HOSIERS Ltd.,

PADDOCK STREET, WIGSTON.

MANUFACTURERS OF

THE " INTEGRITY" BRAND HOSIERY AND UNDERWEAR,

n n n n

The Trade Mark
being a

guarantee of its

Value and
Reliability.

Societies would do
well to give this

Brand a Trial.

H
The Employees

are all

Trade Unionists,
and the Profits
arc divided
between

Capital, Labour,
and Customer.

H
n n n n

SAMPLES SENT TO SOCIETIES ON APPLICATION-CARRIAGE PAID.

Registered 1901. Commenced Business 1903.

LABOUR CO-PARTNERSHIP.

THE LONDON CLOTHIERS
LIIVIITED,

28, MINORIES, LONDON, E.

WHOLESALE BESPOKE and

READY-MADE CLOTHIERS.

All Garments Cut in Latest Styles.

Trade Union Wages, All Goods Made in Our Own Factory.

PROFITS DIVIDED BETWEEN CAPITAL, LABOUR, AND PURCHASES.

A TRIAL WILL ENSURE CONFIDENCE,



ADVKRTISBMEMTS.

W PLYMOUTH PRINTERS LTD.,
Commercial and Artistic Printers,

Bookbinders and Account Book
Makers.

6, PRINCESS STREET, PLYMOUTH.
'Phone 104 X. Telef(raBs: 104 \. Phmouth.

CO-OPERATORS' YEAR BOOK FOR 1914.
rOR HOME. STUDY. A.\D WORKSHOP

PRICE 4^d. # POST FREE, 6d.
Quantities for Co-operative Socletlea-per doxen Copies, 2s. 3d. t

per 100 Copies, itis.

Co-operative Productive Federation Limited, Alliance Chambers,
Horsefair Street, Leicester.

Ready December, 1913. Special Terms for Localised Editions.

Galderdale Go-operative Clog Sundries Manufacturing Society Ltd.

^ . .^^ ESTABLISHED IH92.
Work* and Office*

:

ALMA STREET, WALSDEN. near TODMORDEN.

HhareM, £1 each. Int rcHt not «>xccftiin7 Kivi> per rvnl
Lsliour and Tradf Bhart' in the ProllU.

Being the only works where Clojc IronH are manufactured on Co-operative liineii,

the practical support <if all friends of t'o-opcrative Prodncti* n is re4]uc>«ted.

IRONS MADE TO FIT ANY SHAPE OF SOLE.

BLACKPOOL
UNION

"PRINTERS.

Ji%k u> for

^ilimales.

lieatonahU 'Prket.

tB*^ Work.

VroJt Unhn
CotkHlkm$.

CMARNL-EV ROAO, BL-ACKR001-.



ADVERTISEMENTS.

ESTABLISHED 1890.

BRADFORD CO-OPERATIVE
CABINET MAKERS' SOCIETY

Registered Office :

57, UPPER SEYMOUR STREET, BRADFORD.

Cabinet Makers and Cpholsterers.
SHOP FITTERS AND SHOWCASE MAKERS.

T" K»l El

"MORNING STAR " SUNDRIES LTD.
MANUFACTURERS OF ALL KINDS OF
^ ^ GROCERS' SUNDRIES. ^ ^

Marrowfat Peas, Table Salt, Gravy Salt, &c*
WRITE FOR QUOTATIONS.

LANSDONA/NE ROAD, LEICESTER

"MANUAL OF AUDITING"
WILL BE PUBLISHED DURING THE AUTUMN,

Particulars of which will be duly advertised in the

** Co-operative News^*^

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT,

CO-OPERATIVE UNION LTD.,
HOLYOAKE HOUSE, HANOVER STREET,

iVIANCKIESTER.



ADV£BT1S£M£2(TS.

For Men*8, Youths*, and Boys* Strong Boots far HanI W*«i*

TRY THOSE MADE BY THE

Chesham Boot & Shoe Manufacturers Ltd.

>A/ORKCRS' BOOTS OUR SPECIALITY.

Made under Co-partnership Conditions. Warranted alt Leather,

SAMPLES SENT ON APPLICATION. CARRIAGE PAID.

Address:—ASHLEIGH, ESKDALE AVENUE. CHESHAM. BUCKS.

IVorka: HICHAM ROAD, CHESHAM, BUCHS.

EXPANSION of Trade necessitates oor taking Larger Premises, which arc
about to be erected. Have you given us a trial order yet ? If not, same
will be appreciated at our old Address:

—

DERBY PRINTERS LTD.,
:: CASTLE STREET, DERBY. ::

Specialities : blotters in place of sheet calendars.
—^— CLIMAX CHECK BOOKS, various.

^ TWO-COLOUR MEMOS, and LETTER BOOKS.

Telephone No. 933. Share Capital Invited, Sample^ on Application.

DESBeROUGH eG'OPERnTIVE

Boot and Shoe Manufacturing Society Ltd.

MANUFACTURERS OF ALL KINDS OF

GENTS' AND YOUTHS' BOOTS AND SHOES
Under the following Registered Brands :

I. AND U. BRAND - Reg. No. 62558A.
C.P.F. BRAND- - - Reg. No. 62557A.

Sanipltis of each or all of thcHO rangen will be aont on Application to

any Society in the United Kingdom for Inspeoiioo. CiirriAg* piUd.



ADVERTISEMRNTS.

For GOOD and RELIABLE CUTLERY of every description

Societies should send to the

Federated Cutlers Ltd.
(Co-o/teratii'e Productive Society),

24, WHEELDON ST., SHEFFIELD,

Who are Manufacturers of all kinds of DINNER and TEA KNIVES,

POCKET KNIVES, SCISSORS, and RAZORS, SPOONS and FORKS,

&c., &c., all of the best material and Warranted.

SAMPLES SENT DIRECT FROM THE WORKS.

"Working Men Go-operators,"

REVISED AND BROUGHT UP TO DATE.

A NEW EDITION OF THIS PUBLICATION

WILL BE ISSUED TOWARDS THE
END OF SEPTEMBER.

PRICE 1 S. MET.

^/Iddress Orders to—

CO-OPERATIVE UNION LTD.,

HOLYOAKE HOUSE, HANOVER STREET,

MiOkNOMESTER.
Co operative Printing Society Limited, Manchester, Newcastle, and T^ondon.

I
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