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UNITED COMMUNITY PLANNING CORPORATION 
87 Kilby Street, Boston, MA 02109 

Note to Census Data Users 

Summary Tape F ile (STF) 3A -- Sample Data 

Data tables presented in these printouts were extracted from Summary Tape File 
(STF) 3A. These data were gathered from the 1980 Census long form questionnaires which 
had been filled out by an approximate 20% sample of the population. The data were then 
weighted using reliable estimation factors to reflect the characteristics of the entire 
population. These data, therefore, are sample data only, and may not exactly match data 
previously released by the Bureau of the Census. 

While the 1980 Census data is the newest and best data available of its kind, it should 
be noted that the Census was taken in April of 1980. This means that the aging process of 
these data is quite well along, and that many areas within Boston and the Standard 
Metropolitan Statistical Area (SMSA) may have already experienced change since 1980 in 
their social and economic characteristics. United Community Planning Corporation, 
therefore, presents the numbers enumerated in the 1980 Census as sound indicators of 
population and household characteristics, but not as absolute figures. 

NOTE: ASTERISKS (*) ON THESE PRINTOUTS REPRESENT DATA 
CATEGORIES WHICH WERE SUPPRESSED BY THE BUREAU OF THE 
CENSUS FOR PURPOSES OF CONFIDENTIALITY. 

SUPPRESSION 

Maintaining confidentiality of individuals' social and economic characteristics 
collected during the 1980 Census is required by national law. One way this is achieved is 
through providing data only for groups of persons residing within specific geographic 
areas, rather than providing data on each individual or household from whom data were 
collected. Although the data presented are geographically aggregated, there are times 
when, due to specific racial, ethnic, or economic characteristics, small numbers of 
persons residing in an area may be identified. In order to prevent this, the Bureau of the 
Census suppresses data if fewer than a specified number of persons having certain 
characteristics appear. 

On Summary Tape File (STF) 3A data were suppressed if fewer than 30 total persons, 
households, or families having specific racial, ethnic, or economic characteristics lived in 
the geographic area being summarized (in these printouts, this is the TRACT level). In 
the majority of data tables presented in these printouts, suppression does not occur. On 
two tables, however, namely "Race by School Enrollment" and "Race by Poverty Status" 
(both are cross-tabulated) suppression is quite evident. The overall effect of suppression 
within tracts is that data will either be omitted, or the total number of persons having the 
characteristics being analyzed will be understated. The Area Total on these printouts, 
however, represents the actual total of persons within the town or neighborhood within 
ae categories (estimated up from the tract level) except where noted with an asterisk 
* 

Within these cross-tabulated tables, two types of suppression are in operation. The 
first type is termed "Primary Suppression" and affects only the data category for the 
tract(s) being summarized. An example of this type of suppression would be if fewer than 
30 persons of a specific racial or ethnic group lived within the tract, the data for these 
people would be omitted -- but only for the data category of that tract. 
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The second type of suppression which occurs on these printouts is termed 
"Complementary" suppression. Very simply, complementary suppression occurs when data 

on small numbers of persons of specific racial or ethnic groups can be derived using 
subtraction, if all data for other racial groups is presented. In order to prevent these 
people from being identified, the Bureau of the Census suppresses data not only for that 
specific racial/ethnic group, but also for all other racial/ethnic groups, or the next racial 
group having a small population within the area. An example would be if five Blacks lived 
in a tract and all other persons in that tract were White, all data categories would be 
suppressed as well as all categories for Whites. This type of suppression can have 

significant effects on the total counts of persons by race/ethnic origin and should be 
interpreted with caution. 

Below is a list of definitions which will be helpful for understanding symbols and 
terms noted on these printouts: 

Area Total: On printouts for all towns having fewer than ten tracts, the Area Total 
represents the actual town totals of persons within the categories being referenced, unless 
otherwise noted with an asterisk (*). 

Area Total for Towns with Over Ten Tracts: Area totals for towns having over ten tracts, 
or which have more than one page of data per table set, represent the total of the tracts 
appearing on that page only. In order to derive the total persons residing in the town, add 
the area totals from the two or three pages of data together. 

Universe: The term "Universe" explains the group of individuals, households, or families 
from whom data presented in the table are derived. For example, on the "Sex by Labor 
Force Status" table, the "Universe" was total persons 16 years and over. This means that 
only data taken from questionnaires filled out by persons over the age of 16 were used to 
calculate this table. 

Median Income: The median income for towns having more than ten tracts is presented 
only under the Area Total of the first page of the "Household Characteristics" sheet for 
each town. For all other towns, the median income for the town is presented under the 
Area Total, as usual. 

PLEASE NOTE 

UCPC staff make every attempt to insure that all data are accurately transcribed 
from Census Bureau documents and tape files. The accuracy of these sources is usually 
good, but UCPC cannot warrant their total accuracy. We also realize that despite good 
quality control procedures, data processing errors can escape our detection. Therefore, if 
any of the data presented in the attached reports appear to be in error, please request 
clarification from UCPC staff. We will then make any required corrections so that future 
data users will benefit from this revised information. 

In some cases, slight differences may appear between town totals summarized from 
the town level, and town totals which are summarized through aggregating tracts 
together. These differences are due to the different methods applied when estimating 
tract data or estimating town data by the Bureau of the Census. In most cases, however, 
tract data aggregated together to reflect the total town population should not vary more 
than 2% from the actual town total stated in other documents. 

VI 
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INTRODUCTION 

Though the United Community Planning Corporation has 

prepared the maps and the printed information in this volume, its 

pagination, table of contents and introduction is the work of 

the Government Documents Department at the Boston Public Library. 

In order to make the data as useful as possible, a table 

of contents serves as the guide to Boston's many neighborhoods. 

Generally speaking there are approximately 16 neighborhoods witn 

commonly recognized boundaries. It is these "areas" by whicn the 

Gata in this report are arranged. However, there are other areas 

that are usually thought of as neighborhoods. The Table of 

Contents lists many of these and refers the user to the appropriate 

sections in the body of the volume. The boundary demarcations are 

those utilized by the U.S. Bureau of the Census in its special 

microfiche tabulation of this data for the 1980 Census of Popula- 

tion and Housing Neighborhood Statistics Program. In referencing 

the particular tract numbers which make up a neighborhood, it 

will be noted that often it is indicated that only a part of the 

neighborhood is in that tract. To obtain more accurate data in 

such cases it is necessary to refer to the Block Statistics for 

Boston. Neighborhood Statistics Program fiche contains a listing 

of neighborhoods indicating which blocks of particular tracts 

are in specific neighborhoods. It should be noted, however, that 

block data is not as comprehensive as tract data and information 

is given only on general characteristics of population and 

housing. 

May 1984 
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Data Available onthe following 
Massachusetts Towns and Cities 

Abington 
Acton 
Arlington 
Ashland 

Bedford 
Bellingham 
Belmont 
Beverly 
Boston 
Back Bay 

. Brighton 
- Charlestown 
. Dorchester North 
. Dorchester South 

- East Boston 
Hyde Park 

- Jamaica Plain 
« North End 
Roslindale 
Roxbury 

- South Boston 
~ South End 

- West End 
- West Roxbury 
Harbor Islands 
Boxborough 
Boxford 
Braintree 
Brookline 
Burlington 

Cambridge 
Canton 
Carlisle 
Chelsea 
Cohasset 
Concord 

Danvers 
Dedham 
Dover 
Duxbury 

Essex 
Everett 

Foxborough 
Framingham 
Franklin 

Gloucester 

Hamilton 
Hanover 
Hanson 
Hingham 
Holbrook 
Holliston 
Hopkinton 
Hudson 
Hull 

Ipswich 

Kingston 

Lexington 
Lincoln 
Littleton 
Lynn 
Lynnfield 

Malden 
Manchester 
Marblehead 
Marlborough 
Marshfield 
Maynard 
Medfield 
Medford 
Medway 
Melrose 
Middleton 
Millis 
Milton 

Nahant 
Natick 
Needham 
Newton 
Norfolk 
North Reading 
Norwell 
Norwood 

Peabody 
Pembroke 

Quincy 

Randolph 
Reading 
Revere 
Rockland 
Rockport 

Salem 
Saugus 
Scituate 
Sharon 
Sherborn 
Somerville 
Stoneham 
Stoughton 
Stow 
Sudbury 
Swampscott 

Topsfield 

Wakefield 
Walpole 
Waltham 
Watertown 
Wayland 
Wellesley 
Wenham 
Weston 
Westwood 
Weymouth 
Wilmington 
Winchester 
Winthrop 
Woburn 
Wrentham 
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