
Video: Simpsons / Intro…

Mastering Change Core Principles:
1. Every change is a crisis; every crisis, an opportunity; every opportunity, a gift.
2. Every change is a good-bye, but there is hope in God.
3. Every good-bye needs a hello.

but how often have you tried to change and failed? // shampoo bottle
Eventually, we resort to depression or acceptance…

My goal today is to spark in your soul a renewed d e s i r e  for 

personal change and to give you three t o o l s  to use to make it real.
Within every human lies the potential for lasting positive change. How do I know?

God’s image -> weight of glory excerpt // in the image of God! don’t know the limits!

Your Loophole...
I am allowed to stay the same if the change moves me

 a w a y  from God’s unique d e s i g n  for me.
WARNING: “That’s just who I am.” // Strengths Finder Excerpt // loophole or cop-out?

The acts of  the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; 
idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of  rage, selfish ambition, 
dissensions, factions and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did 
before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of  God.

Galatians 5:19-21

It’s a loophole if:
1. the manifestation of that trait is not a sin.
2. you can manage around that trait.
3. people strong in that trait can offset your weakness.
4. you are willing to draw personal boundaries for yourself.

ILL: Chuck Larish wouldn’t drive in the city.
ILL: I get paralyzed by organizing.

On Desiring Change
If the trait in question is part of God’s design for you,

then change your a t t i t u d e  toward it.

If not, then joyfully embrace the true c h a n g e  he is bringing about.

On Using the Tools of Change
THE ISRAELITES NEVER GOT THIS, SO WE TURN TO PAUL.

Romans 7:15-24

What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body of  death?
Romans 7:24

Leverage the power of c r i s i s .
The real crisis is our connection to our Creator.

For all that [is] in the world, the lust of  the flesh, and the lust of  the eyes, and the pride 
of  life, is not of  the Father, but is of  the world.

1 John 2:16 KJV

Practically everything that goes on in the world---wanting your own way, wanting 
everything for yourself, wanting to appear important---has nothing to do with the Father. 
It just isolates you from him.

1 John 2:16 MSG

Flesh (temple of HS) / eyes (if your eyes are good) / Pride (well done, servant)
CRISIS: If my life does not line up with my claims, then I have

n o  g u a r a n t e e s  from God.
What good is it, my brothers, if  a man claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such 
faith save him?... In the same way, faith by itself, if  it is not accompanied by action, is 
dead.

James 2:14; 2:17

...but he who stands firm to the end will be saved.
Matthew 10:22

THIS IS NO GUILT TRIP. IT IS AN OPPORTUNITY!

Leverage the power of g o o d - b y e .
Romans 6:8-14

DECLARE: “I HAVE DIED” // ILL: dream of falling into water, holding breath, and breathing
I have died… to the ways of the world, to my own selfishness, to people and places.

Leverage the power of h e l l o .
Romans 8:1-11

Welcome the Spirit of God into your life by:
1. Receiving Christ today.
2. Embracing Christ’s family.
3. Engaging Christ daily.
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Mastering Change...

...when you’ve tried to change but can’t
ROMANS 6-8
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NEXT WEEK: CHARACTER STUDIES ON PEOPLE WHO MASTERED CHANGE.


