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We will never be able to handle change until we can handle it in ourselves.

The greatest enemy of the early church: S a u l .
Acts 7:54-8:3 (p. 761)

The greatest hero of the early church: P a u l .
Acts 14:8-24 (p. 767)

These two men were o n e  and the s a m e .
Do you want to be a hero?

Change #1: The Damascus Road
Acts 9:1-31

Paul’s life was changed when he encountered Jesus

and called him “L o r d .”
GREEK SIR / HEBREW YAHWEH / ROMAN CAESAR

1. He knew the S c r i p t u r e s  (sin, judgment, Messiah).
POSITIVE: FOUNDATION GOD COULD LATER USE

NEGATIVE: WITHOUT SUBMISSION TO CHRIST, THE KNOWLEDGE MADE HIM DANGEROUS
Like a thornbush in a drunkard's hand is a proverb in the mouth of  a fool.

Proverbs 26:9

2. He encountered J e s u s .

3. He o b e y e d .
go to Damascus and wait, and submit yourself to someone else (You will be told!)

The Lordship choice is one of the hardest choices you will ever make, but you don’t 
need to make it seem any harder than it is.

ILL: Buying the car -> tax, title, undercoating, etc., etc.
If you haven’t made the choice yet, what is standing in your way? #1, #2, #3?

Change #2: To Antioch & Beyond
Acts 12:25-26; 13:1-13

Paul’s life was changed w h e n e v e r  he
encountered Jesus and called him “Lord.”

After making the decision to make Jesus your Lord, this is the hardest decision you will 
ever face, because it is CONTINUAL, EVERY DAY. You never break free from the need to 

make this decision. — THERE ARE THREE WAYS TO MAINTAIN THIS DECISION

1. Respond to the promptings of g o d l y  p e o p l e .
CHECK AGAINST GOD’S WORD AND THEIR CHARACTER (are they changed & changing?)

2. Respond to the promptings of the H o l y  S p i r i t .
CHECK AGAINST GOD’S WORD AND GODLY PEOPLE

3. Take the l e a d  according to your strengths and your calling.
CHECK AGAINST PRIDE / CHECK AGAINST LAZINESS.

ONE CHANGE + CONTINUAL CHANGE = GROWING WITH CHRIST

For God knew his people in advance, and he chose them to become like his Son, so that 
his Son would be the firstborn, with many brothers and sisters.

Romans 8:29 NLT

God knew what he was doing from the very beginning. He decided from the outset to 
shape the lives of  those who love him along the same lines as the life of  his Son. The 
Son stands first in the line of  humanity he restored. We see the original and intended 
shape of  our lives there in him.

Romans 8:29 MSG

THE SECRET TO HANDLING ANY CHANGE IS BEING WILLING
TO WALK THROUGH IT WITH CHRIST.

THE BENEFIT OF WALKING THROUGH CHANGE WITH CHRIST
IS BECOMING THE PERSON GOD MADE YOU TO BE.
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THE GREAT HEROES ARE THEY WHO ARE WILLING TO WALK THROUGH CHANGE.


