
DAN STORER INTERVIEW
Review:

We’re all guilty as grinches for our envy and selfishness.
But there is hope in the message of Christmas to enlarge our hearts.

The first step of growth is developing a heart of compassion.

Problem: Compassion H u r t s
Seeing Jeff Keul’s Mom // Homeless beggar in Chicago // A fork in the road

‣ Act u p o n  the compassion—alleviate someone’s suffering.

‣ Act a g a i n s t  the compassion—quench it, ignore it, mask it.
Acting on it means letting your heart stay broken

GOD FACED THIS FORK-IN-THE ROAD BEFORE THE CREATION OF THE WORLD!
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in 
him shall not perish but have eternal life.

John 3:16

Size Two: Feed your Compassion with A c t i o n

Compassion Ignored is W r o n g
ILL: Grinch wrong ending

Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food. If  one of  you says to him, 
“Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing about his physical 
needs, what good is it?

James 2:15-16

Do not withhold good from those who deserve it, when it is in your power to act. Do not 
say to your neighbor, “Come back later; I’ll give it tomorrow”—when you now have it 
with you.

Proverbs 3:27-28

Compassion Ignored Becomes N o t h i n g
ILL: Desensitized to Compassion International

Compassion with Action Becomes D i v i n e

This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought 
to lay down our lives for our brothers. If  anyone has material possessions and sees his 
brother in need but has no pity on him, how can the love of  God be in him? Dear 
children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth. This then is 
how we know that we belong to the truth, and how we set our hearts at rest in his 
presence whenever our hearts condemn us. For God is greater than our hearts, and he 
knows everything.

Dear friends, if  our hearts do not condemn us, we have confidence before God and receive 
from him anything we ask, because we obey his commands and do what pleases him. 
And this is his command: to believe in the name of  his Son, Jesus Christ, and to love 
one another as he commanded us. Those who obey his commands live in him, and he in 
them. And this is how we know that he lives in us: We know it by the Spirit he gave us.

1 John 3:16-24

So What? Practical Ways to Act out Compassion
‣ C h r i s t m a s  for E v e r y o n e
‣ If the church did               I’d help with my time and money.

Jeff Mikels December 14, 2008
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