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ADVEETISEMENT TO THE THIED EDITION.

I AM obliged to accompany this new edition of my
translation of certain Treatises of St. Athanasius against

the Aria'ns with some words of explanation, or even of

apology.

When Dr. Pnsey, with that generosity which he has

on all occasions shown towards me, made no difficulty

in my inclnding in the uniform edition of my own

publications a work which I had written for his " Library

of the Fathers," it was my most anxious wish and my
first concern so to avail myself of his kindness as not

to interfere with the interests of his " Library," and I

thought that, without being unjust to any purpose of

my own, there were several ways in which I could

consult for him.

It is with this object in view that I have omitted in

this edition the so-called Fourth Oration, which is con-

tained in my Oxford volume, but which, as is shown in

one of my Theological Tracts, is not specially written

against the Arians. This Tract also, with four others,

is in the Oxford edition, and all five are omitted in

the present, though contained in my Theological Tracts.

A third divergence from the Oxford edition requires

more words to explain.



VI ADVERTTSEME^^T.

At the time of the translation, in 1841—1844, to be

literal in the English used in the work was a foremost

duty. Those who at that date took part in Dr. Pusey's

great undertaking were regarded with much suspicion,

both by Catholics and Protestants, as if they were in-

troducing the Fathers to the English public with a

covert view of recommending thereby certain religious

theories of their own. It was alleged that in truth the

only high-church doctrine to be found in the Fathers

was Baptismal Regeneration ; translators, it was said,

who went beyond this were to be watched, and any de-

parture from grammatical and literal accuracy in their

renderings was sure to be scored against them as a con-

troversial artifice. It may be added that in some quar-

ters an over-estimation prevailed of the early Christian

writers, as if they had an authority so special, and a

position so like that of a court of final appeal, that

those who had a title to handle their writings were but

few. It was under these conditions and disadvantages

of the times that Dr. Pusey's translators, certainly that

I myself, began our work.

Things are much altered since 1836—1845. I yield

to no one still in special devotion to those centuries of

the Catholic Church which the Holy Fathers represent

;

but I see no difficulty at this day in a writer proposing

to himself a free translation of their Treatises, if he

makes an open profession of what he is doing, and has

sufficient reasons for doing it ; and in the instance of

St. Athanasius as little as of any of them, inasmuch as

that great theologian, writing, as he did, only when he
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had a call to write, and sometimes while he was driven

about from place to place, is led to repeat himself, is

wanting in methodical exactness, and, with all his lucidity

and force, nay even by reason of the Grreek idiom, admits

or requires explanation. Not as if a translator had any

leave to introduce ideas, sentiments, or arguments which

are foreign to his original, or may dispense with a watch-

ful caution lest he should be taking liberties with his

author; but that it was possible, as I thought, to make

a volume unexceptionable in itself, and sufficiently dis-

tinct from the one published in Dr. Pusey's series, and

with a usefulness of its own, though I did not follow

Athanasius's text sentence by sentence, allowing myself

in abbreviation where he was diffuse, and in paraphrase

where he was obscure.

This then is what I determined on, and thus I set

off in this new Edition ; and I so far acted upon this

view that I am obliged in the title-page to call my work

" a free translation
;

" yet I am obliged to add that the

occupation of mind, consequent upon the high and un-

expected honours and duties which came upon me soon

after I had taken my new edition in hand, broke the

continuity of idea necessary for carrying out what I had

intended, and though the very want of uniformity in my
treatment of my author's text answers the purpose of

distinguishing this edition from the former, it is a great

defect in the translation considered as a composition.

One undesirable consequence is, that what are really free

renderings may in some places be taken for grammatical

mistakes.
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Another alteration, fiir more noticeable, and unavoid-

able also, and involving more trouble than can easily

be imagined, separates this edition from the first. In

order to accommodate it to the reduced size of the page

it has been necessary not only to leave out altogether

the marginal references and notices, but, what is a

much more serious matter, to change the relation of the

Annotations to the text of Athanasius. In the first

edition they ran along the foot of the page, but this

the new page would scarcely allow. Yet annotations no

longer answer to their name if separated widely from the

text out of which they spring ; nor are they commonly

substantive and complete compositions, which bear to be

let alone and can stand of themselves. They are written

pro re nata, capriciously, or at least arbitrarily, with

matter which the writer happens to have at hand, or

knows where to find, and are composed in what may be

called an undress, conversational style ; and the excuse

for these defects is that they are mere appendages to

the text, and ancillary to it. Hence to place them bodily

at the end of the work which they comment on, besides

its inconvenience to the reader, would be a half measure

which deprived them of their intelligible office and

drift, and of their claim on his attention.

If then the Annotations, originally illustrative of

the text, were of necessity to form a separate volume,

the only alleviation of a step in itself undesirable was

to throw them together, according to their respective

subjects, under various headings in alphabetical order,

with such complemental quotations and such re-casting



ADVERTISEMENT. IX

of matter as might be indispensable and not too laborious,

and might serve to form some sort of a whole, satisfactory

as far as it went, whatever criticism it might fairly pro-

voke for its many shortcomings. This accordingly has

been attempted.

But I feel constrained to express the feeling of dis-

appointment with which I let this new edition pass out

of my hands. I had hoped it would have been my least

imperfect work ; but, being what it is, its publication

seems to carry with it some sort of irreverence towards

the great Saint in whose name and history years ago

I began to write, and with whom I end. But I have

done my best, bearing in mind while I write that I

have no right to reckon on the future.

Febr. 2, 1881. J. H. N.

Postscript.

To the Third Edition.—As to the references in the

footnotes and in the Appendix to passages translated or

quoted, such references as are made to the original

Grreek are marked with §, and those which belong to

the translation with n.

However, for the sake of convenience, they will some-

times be found made, not by means of a § or n^ but

by the paging.
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It should moreover be added that the work " Against

the Arians," which occupies the greater part of the 1st

volume, is here sometimes called " Discourses " and

sometimes " Orations " according as the passage is or

is not English.

I may observe that the quotations fiom Holy Scripture

remain, here as in the Oxford editions, in the Protestant

version, except in cases in which the context of the pas-

sages of Athanasius, to which they severally belong,

require an alteration in them :—except in such cases,

a change did not seem impei'ative, and would have

given great trouble.

To the FourtJt Edition.—Also I regret that I have

not been able in this new edition to prosecute in any

sufficient way my intention of making the work answer

the idea of a free translation. As far as I have been

able to act upon it I have been aided not a little by

the pains taken with its composition by F^'- William

Neville of this Congregation ; nor can I forget the

trouble taken by F*"- Paul Eaglesim in the tiresome

task of verifying my references.

May 2, 1887.
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ENCYCLICAL LETTER OF ALEXANDER,

AECHBISHOP OF ALEXANDRIA,

UPON HIS DEPOSITION AND EXCOMMUNICATION

OF ARIUS.

PREFATORY NOTICE.

This Epistle, whicli belongs to the year 321, seems to have been

written by Athanasiiis, acting as secretary to his Archbishop,

and forms a suitable introduction to his acknowledged works

which follow. He was, it is true, at this date not more than

twenty-five or twenty-six years old, but he seems already to

have written his Contra Ocntcs and De Incarnatione, the two

most finished of his works, and was in familiar intercourse

with Alexander, and high in his esteem and confidence, if not

already his Archdeacon. In consequence Tillemont goes so

far as to say, " We need not doubt that St. Atlianasius had a

great share in the multitude of letters which at this time

St. Alexander wrote on all sides to defend the faith."

Of coarse a vague probability, such as this, cannot determine

a matter of fact, but it may fairly be adduced in order to

obtain a hearing for the proper proof of it, which lies in

B
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the style, SO like Athanasius's, so unlike Alexander's. This

internal evidence shall be set before the reader in the Appendix

to this Volume. The text is here translated mainly from

Socr. i, G.



ENCYCLICAL,
tt'cJ.

WiiEREAH the Gutholic Church is one Ixxly, and \vc are

bidden in Holy (Scripture to i)reserve tlie bond of concord

and peace, it is fitting that we should write and signify to

each other what is happening in our own parts, so tiiat,

wiiether one memhcr suffer or rejoice, we all may suiFer or

rejoice ivith it. Now in this our diocese at this time there

have (jone forth rebellious men and enemies of Christ,

teaching an apostasy, which may reasonably be accounted

and called a forerunner of Antichrist. On a matter such

as this I could wish to be silent, in the hope that the evil

might spend itself in the persons of the apostates, wathout

spreading to other places and contaminating the ears of

the simple ; but, inasmuch as Eusebius, at this time of

Nicomedia, having escaped all punishment for his co^'etous

seizure of that see, to the abandonment of lierytus, has now

proceeded, as if with him lay all matters of the Church,

to place himself at the head of these apostates, and has

taken npon himself to write letters all round in their

favour, with the hope, Ijy some means, of drawing men
aside unawares to this last and most unchristian heresy, I

have felt it a duty, knowing what is written in the Law,

no longer to hold my peace, but to give you full informa-

b2
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kpistle ^^^'^' "^ order that you may all know who they

are who have apostatised, and what their miserable

tenets, and may pay no attention to Eusebins, should he

write to you. For, with the purpose of reviving, by means

of these men, that old bad spirit, which of late had not

shown itself, he pretends to defend them, but really for the

furtherance of his own interests.

2. Those who have apostatised are Arins, Achillas,

A'ithales, and Carpones, another Arius, Sarmates, some-

time presbyters ; Euzoius, Lucius, Julian, Menas, Hel-

ladius, and Gains, sometime deacons ; and with them Se-

cundus and Theonas, sometime of the rank of Bishops.

3. And their unscriptui'al novelties are these :
—" God

was not always a Father, but once was not a Father.

The Word of God was not always existing, but came into

being out of nothing;^ for God who is, did make out of

nothing Him who was not. Therefore onc3 He was not,

for the Son is a creature and work. He is neither like in

substance- to the Father, nor the Father's true and natural

Word ; nor is He His true Wisdom ; but He is one of

those things which were made and In'ought to be,^ and only

by an abuse of words,'' Word and AVisdom, having come into

existence Himself Ijy God's own Word and God's intrinsic

Wisdom, l)y wdiich God made all things, and Him in their

number. Accordingly He, the Word of God, is by nature

mutable'' and variable, as are all rational beings; and

foreign and alien and separated off from the substance of

God. And to the Son the Father is an ineffalile God,** for

not properly and accurately docs the Son know the Father,

nor can He perfectly see Him. For neither does the Son

know His own sul)stance, as it really is ; for He was made

' i'^ ovK ovTUiv. Hence the Ari- "* KaTaxpi]<^TiKoJ£. Vid. p. 19,

ans were called Exucoutii. infr.

- ofioioQ KiiT ohaiav. Vid. Ap- ' rpcrrroc. Vid. App. tiTpcKTOv.

pend. Homceusioti.
''' opp/nir.

' Vid. App. yevrjTov.
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for our sake, in order that by Him, as by an instrn- ^1-3.^'

ment, God niij>'lit create us ; and He would not have

subsisted,^ unless God had wished to create us." Accordingly,

when they were asked whether the Word of God could change,

as the devil had changed, they were not afraid to ans^ver,

"Yes, He can; for having come into being by creation,

He is of a mutable nature."

4. These were the avowals of Arius and his followers, and

when they boldly persisted in them, we together with the

Bishops of Egyi^t and Libya, nearly a hundred in number,

in Council assembled, anathematised them and their ad-

herents. On this Eusebius and his party received them,

having it at heart to confuse together falsehood with truth,

and impiety with piety ; but in vain, for truth ever con-

quers, nor is there any communion of Ibjltt ivltli darhiess,

any agreement of Christ with Belial. Who ever yet heard

such language ? and who that hears it now, but is shocked

and stops his ears, that its foulness should not enter into

them ? Who that hears John saying. In the beginning

was the Word, does not denounce the tenet, " Once He

was not " ? Who that hears in the gospel the Onlg he-

gotten Son, and bg Him all things were made, will not hate

men who pronounce that " the Son is one of God's

works " ? How can He be on a level with His own

creations ? how can He be Only begotten, who, as they

say, is to be numbered with all other creatures ? how can

He be out of nothing, when the Father says, 3fg heart

has burst out ivith a good Word? and Out of the womb

before the morning star have I borne Thee ? or how " un-

like the Father in substance," if He be the perfect

Image and Radiance of the Father, saying of Himself, Whoso

hath seen Me hcdh seen the Father ? And how, if the 8on

be God's Word and Wisdom, was He " Once not " in being ?

for this is as much as to say that- once God was without
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Ei^isTLE
'^i"ic^5 without wisdom. How, too, is He mutable, or

^ variable, who says by His own mouth, / am in the

Father and the Father in Me, and / and the Father are one
;

and by the mouth of His Prophet, Behold Me, for I am and

vary not. For, though these words ]:)elong also to the

Father, yet here they may be more appositely said of the

Son, that in His becoming man He was not changed, but

as the Apostle says is Jesus Christ, the same yesterday to-

day and for ever. And what has persuaded them to say,

that, "for our sakes He was made," though Paul writes.

For whom are all things and hy whom are all things ? After

so extreme a step, we need not wonder to hear their blas-

phemy that the Son has not perfect knowledge of the

Father ; for having once made up their minds to war

against Christ, they put aside even His own words. As the

Father knoweth Me, even so know I the Father. If then the

Father knows the Son imperfectly, then indeed it is plain

that the Sou too has but an imperfect knowledge of the

Father ; but if to say this is a sin, and the Fatlier knows

the Son perfectly, then too, as the Father knows His own

Word, so, it is plain, does the Son know His own Father

whose Word He is.

5. By such arguments and explanations of divine Scrip-

ture we have oftentimes refuted them ; but still, like chame-

leons, they changed their colours,^ as if ambitious of fixing

upon themselves the Scripture, The tvkked man ivhen

h.e is come into the depth of sins contemneth.^ Certainly

many heresies have existed before them, which, venturing

where they ought not, have become foolishness ; but these

men, scheming in all they have laid down to destroy

the Word's divinity, have made those others white by

the contrast of themselves, being so much more like

Antichrist. Therefore it is that they have been proscribed

and anathematised by the Church. Grieve, however, as

<* p. 24 infr. o Prov. xviii. 3.
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we do, over their ruin, and especially because, after ^Pg^g''-

their early grounding in the doctrines of the Churchy

they have now fallen away, nevertheless we are not much sur-

prised ; for a fate like this befell Hymen asus and Philetus ;

and before them Judas, who, once a follower of the Saviour,

was afterwards a traitor and apostate. Nor have we

been without lessons concerning these very persons ; for

the Lord foretold. Take heed Jest any man deceive yon, for

many shall come in My name, sayinrj, I am He, and the time

draweth near, and they shall deceive many. Go ye not after

them. And Paul, who was taught these things by the

Saviour, has written that In the last times some shall ajws-

tatisc from the sound faith, yiviny heed to seducimj spirits and

teachings of demons who turn away from the truth.

G. Seeing then that our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ

doth both by His own mouth charge us, and by the

Apostle warn us concerning such men, it was fitting that

we, the personal witnesses of their impiety, should anathe-

matise them as aforesaid, declaring them aliens from the

Catholic Church and faith ; and we have further also

made this known to your piety, our beloved and most

honoured colleagues, in order that you may be on your

guard against receiving any of them who may have the

insolence to come to you, or giving ear to Eusebius or

any other writing in their behalf. For it becomes us as

Christians to turn away from all who by word and in

intention blaspheme Christ, as being God's foes and de-

stroyers of souls ; nor even to say God speed you to such

men, lest, as blessed John has charged us, w^e become

parfah'is of their sins. Salute the brethren who are with

you. Those with me give you greeting.





EPLSTLE OF ATHANASIUS

IN DEFENCE OF THE NICENE DEFINITION OF

THE HOMOUSION.

PREFATORY NOTICE.

We have no means of determining the date of this Epistle,

and critics do but offer conjectures at variance with each

other. The Bollandists consider it to be earher than a.d. 347,

if not soon after the Nicene Council, e.g. 330 (Vit. Athan.

c. 2G). Montfancon assigns some time between 350 and 354.

Tillemont between 342 and 3G1.

Other aids towards determining it are such as these : it was

written in a tunc of peace, after the experience and with the

anticipation of persecution ; but from 325 to 330 there was no

such experience, from 330 to 347 no peace, and from 352 to

361 severe persecution ; what interval is left for the date is

from 348 to 352, which fulfils the requisite conditions, as being

an interval of peace, with persecution before and after it.

It may be added that the rise of the Anomoeans was

about A.D. 350, and about the same time Acacius became the

leader of the Eusebian or court party on the tactic in con-

troversy of confining definitions of doctrine to Scripture

language, and thereby virtually of annihilating dogmatic faith.

Now the main topic and the occasion of this Epistle, as

Athanasius shows again and again, is the revival of Arianism
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proper in its original outspoken vigour, the prominence of

Acacius, and the appeal to Scripture against orthodoxy by him

and other successors of Eusebius.



EPISTLE OF ATHANASIUS,
(Oc.

'"-{&-<

Chapter I,

1. Thou hast done well, in signifying to nic the discus-

sion thou hast had with the advocates of Arianism, among

whom were certain of the party of Eusebius, as well as

very many of the brethren who hold the doctrine of the

Church. Very welcome to me was thy Christian vigilance,

which excellently confuted the impiety ^ of their heresy

;

while I marvelled at the effrontery which led them,

after the exposures already made of their bad reasonings

in the past, and of that perverse temper to which all men
bore witness, still to be complaining like the Jews, " Why
did the bishops at Nicaea use terms not in Scripture,^ ' Of

the substance' and ' Consubstantial ' ?
"

-^ Thou then, as a

man of learning, in spite of their pretences, didst convict

tiiem of talking idly ; and they in those ])retences were

' Vid. Appendix to this voliimo, Constantino had entrusted his

tm'ifitm, &c. -will, Thcod. Hist. ii. 3; and Euse-
^ The plea hero used, the \in- bins of Ca-saroa glances at it, at

scriptural character of the Nicseau the time of the Council, in the
symbol, had been suggested to letter to his Church, which Athana-
Coustautius on his accession, a.u. sius subjoins to this Epistle.

337, by the Arian priest, tlic fa- '^ Or iloniousion.
vourite of Constautia. tu whom
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Chap. I. \^^^ acting in accordance with their own evil

disposition. For they are as variable and fickle

in their sentiments, as chameleons '* in their colours ; and when

confnted they are confnsed ; and when questioned they hesitate ;

and then they lose shame, and betake themselves to evasions.

Lastly, when detected in these, they do not rest till they

have invented fresh pleas which have no substance, and all

this that they may persist in being loyal to an impiety.

2, Now such tactics are nothing else than an obvious

token of their want of Divine Reason,-^ and a copying,

as I have said, of Jewish malignity. For the Jews too,

when convicted by the Truth, and unable to confront it,

made excuses, such as What miracles docst Thou, that we

may see and Jjelieve Thee ? What dost Tliou work ? though

so many miracles were given, that they themselves said.

What do we ? for this man doeth many miracles ? In

truth, dead men were raised, lame walked, blind saw afresh,

lepers were cleansed, and the water became wine, and five

loaves satisfied five thousand, and all of them wondered

and worshipped the Lord, confessing that in Him were

fulfilled the prophecies, and that He was God, the Son of

God ; all but the Pharisees, who, though the miracles shone

brighter than the sun, yet complained still, as ignorant men.

Why dost Thou, being a man, malce Thyself God? In-

sensate, and verily blind in understanding ! they ought

contrariwise to have said, "Why hast Thou, being God,

become man ? " for His works did prove Him God, that

thereupon they might both worship the Father's goodness,

and admire the Son's descent from on high for our sakes.

However, this they did not say ; no, nor would they

witness what He was doing ; or they witnessed indeed, for

this they could not avoid, but they changed their ground

of complaint and said again, " Why healest Thou the

paralytic, why makest Thou the born-blind to see, on the

' Vid. Appendix, Chameleons. ^ Vid. App. aXujia,
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sal)l)ath clay ? " ?>nt this too was a mere excuse ^f-^^g*"-

and a finding fault ; for on other days as well as the

sabbath did the Lord lieal all manner of sicJcness, and all

manner of disease, but they complained still according to their

wont, and in calling Him ]]eelzel)uli, preferred the imputation

of Atheism,'^ to a recantation of their wickedness. And

though in sandri/ times and diverse manners the Saviour thus

showed His own Godhead and preached the Father to all

men, nevertheless, as kicking against the goad, they rashly

spoke against Ilim, as if in order that, according to the

divine proverb, they might find occasions for separating

tttemselves from the truth."

8. As then the Jews of that day, for acting thus

wickedly and denying the Lord, were with justice de-

prived of their laws and of the promise made to their

fathers, so the Arians, judaizing now, are in my judg-

ment in circumstances like those of Caiaphas and the con-

temporary Pharisees. For, perceiving that their heresy

is utterly unreasonable, they start difficulties, saying,

" Why was this defined and not that ? " Yet wonder not

though in the event they do not persevere in that sort of

warfare ; for in no long time they will have recourse to

outrage, and will be throwing out threats of tlie hand and

the captain.^ Such is their inconsistency ; yet how can it

be otherwise with them ? for, denyiug the Word of God,

Divine Reason they have utterly forfeited. Aware then of

this, I would of myself have made no reply to their attacks
;

but, since thy friendliness has asked to know what was

done in the Council, I have not delayed to inform you,

in order to show in few words how destitute Arianism

is of a religious temper, and how its very business is to

frame evasions.

^' Vid. App. aQtoQ. '^ John xviii. 12, vid. Use of
' A reference to Prov. xviii. 1, Force.

as in the Sept. version.
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Chapter II.

Chap. ii. 4^ ^jjj) ^q thou, belovod, consider whether it be
-" not so. If, the devil having sown tlicir hearts^ with

tliis perverseness, they are so confident in the truth of their

reasonings, wliy do they not first clear themselves of the charge

of heresy which lies against them ? and then will come the

time for them to criticise the definition ^ of the Council. For

no one, on being convicted of murder or adultery, is at liberty

after the trial to arraign the sentence of the judge, why

he spoke in this way and not in that. For this, instead of

exculpating the convict, rather increases his crime on the

score of petulance and audacity. Why did not they find

fault with the wording of the definition at the time when

it was framed ? but now when their first duty is to repeat

after the Council those anathemas in which its creed ends,

instead of this, they profess to have scruples as to the creed

itself, and they find matter for a subterfuge in the fact,

Avhich no one denies, that the word " substance " is not in

Scripture. Surely it is just that those who arc under a

charge should confine themselves to their own defence.

While their own conscience is so unclean, they arc not

quite the men to quarrel with an act which in truth they

do not understand. Rather, let them investigate the

matter in a docile spirit, and, in order to learn what

hitherto they had not known, let them cleanse their ears

in the stream of truth and the doctrine of piety.

5. Now it happened to the Eusebians in the Nicene

Council in this wise :—On their making a stand in behalf of

their impiety, the assembled bishops, who were more or less

three hundred in number, mildly and courteously called

'' tjTM/nifHn'Toi; tov oiajioXov, ehiclly with ;i reference to Ariau-

tho allusion is to Matt. xiii. 25, ism. Vid. App. tiriajrtipai^.

and is very frequent in Athau. ' Vid. Defmition.
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upon them to explain and defend themselves. ^^'2^3'"

Scarcely, however, did they begin to sjieak, when-

tliey pronounced their own condemnation,^ for one differed

from another ; then, perceiving the serious straits in which

their heresy lay, they remained dumb, and by their silence

confessed the disgi'ace which came upon them. On this the

Bishops, after condemning the formuhi; which they had

dcN'ised, published against them the sound and ecclesiastical

faith ; and, ^\•hereas all subscribed it, the Eusebians subscribed

it too in those very phrases, of which they are now com-

plaining, (I mean, " Of the substance," and " Consubstan-

tial,") professing that "the Son of God is neither crea-

ture nor work, nor in the number of things made from

nothing, but that the AVord is an Offspring from the

substance of the Father." And, what is strange indeed,

Eiisebius of Ca3sarea in Palestine, who had refused the day

before, yet afterwards subscribed, and sent to his church a

letter, saying that this was the Church's faith and the

tradition of the Fathers ; and thereby made it clear to all

that his party were in error before, and were rashly con-

tending against the truth. For, though he was ashamed

at the moment to adopt these phrases, and excused

himself to his Church in his own way, yet he certainly

means to signify his acceptance of them, in that he does

not in his Epistle deny the " One in substance," and " Con-

substantial." And in this way he got into a difficulty ; for,

in excusing himself, he therel)y was attacking the Arians,

as if their stating that "the Son was not before His gene-

ration," was their denial of His existence even before His

birth in the flesh. And Acacius too knows this well, though

he also through fear may pretend otherwise because of the

times, and may deny the fact. Accordingly I have sub-

'^
i. 0. " couviL'tA'd ihcinsclvcs,'" Kari'iyopoi, i.e. by their variations,

infr. p, 35, Ep. JEg. § 6, tavrojv dd vid. Tit. iii. 11, auTOKaTUKpiTog.
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Chap. II. joined at the end of these remarks the letter of Euse-

bms, that tliou mayst know from it the scanty regard

shown by Christ's enemies^ towards their own masters, and

singularly by Acacius himself.

6. Are they not then committing a crime, in their very

thought to gainsay the decree of so great and ecumenical

a Council ? are they not in transgression, when they dare

to confront that good definition against Arianism, acknow-

ledged, as it was, by those who had in the first instance

taught them their impiety ? And snpposing, even after

subscrijition, Eusel)ius and his did change again, and retnrn

like dofjs to thp'ir own vomit of impiety, then surely the pre-

sent gainsayers do but deserve still greater detestation, for

they are sacrificing their souls' liberty to those, as the

masters of theii- heresy, who arc, as James has said, douhh-

miiuled men, and iinstalte in ail t/teir ways, not having one

opinion, but changing to and fro, and now recommending

certain statements, but soon dishonouring them, and in

turn recommending what just now they were Itlaming. But

this, as the Shepherd ^ has said, is to be " the child of the

devil," and is the note of hucksters rather than of doctors.

For, what our Fathers have of old delivered, this is

really doctrine ; and this truly the token of doctors, to

confess the same thing with eacli other, and to vary neither

from themselves nor from their fathers ; whereas they who

have not this character are not to be called true doctors

])ut charlatans. Thus the Greeks, as not witnessing to the

same doctrines, but quarrelling one with another, have no

truth of teaching ;
^ but the holy and veritable heralds of

the truth agree together, not differ. For though they

lived in different times, yet they one and all tend the

same way, being prophets of the one God, and preaching

the same Word harmoniously.

^ Vid. j^|Oi(T3-<)/tn\;o£,-. ' Vicl. Trivntc Jiid^gmenf.

* Hernias, Pastor, ii, 9.
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7. And thus what Moses taught, that Abraham ^"- ^^"'•
° S —6.

kept ; and what Abraham kept, that Noe and Enoch .

acknowledged, discriminating pure from impure, and becom-

ing acceptable to God. For Abel too in this way witnessed

unto death, taught in the truths which he had learned

from Adam, who himself had learned from the Lord, and

He again, when He came in the last age for the abolishment

of sin, said, / f/ive no neiv commmidment unto you. Where-

fore also the blessed Apostle Paul, who had learnt it from

Him, when he is determining ecclesiastical duties, forbade

that even deacons, not to say bishops, should be double-

tonrjued ; and in his rebuke of the Galatians, he made

a broad declaration. If any one j)reach any other Gospel unto

you than that ye have received^ let him he anathema. As I
have said, so say I ayain ; if even an Anyel from Heaven
should p-each unto you any other Gospel than that ye have

received, let him he anathema.

8. Thus the Apostle.*^ If then truth lay,'' as the Euse-

bians afterwards said, otherwise than their subscription

implied, the present men ought to anathematise them for

subscribing ; if on the other hand they subscribed to a

truth, what ground have they of complaint against the

great Council which imposed on them the subscription ?

But if they blame the Council's act, yet let off those who
took part in it, they are themselves too plainly the sport of

every wind and wave, and are influenced by opinions, not

their own, but of others, and being such, are as little trust-

worthy now as before, in what they allege. Rather let them
cease to carp at what they understand not ; lest so it

be that, not knowing to discriminate, they at hazard call evil

"^ N\^. Apostle. stood or accidentally omitted:—
^ There seems to bo some error

>"i
kcu ouroi Toiii; TrepiEvcrsjSiov fiera-^

iu the text hero, over and above jSaXXofuvovc: icai XkyovTUi: 'irefja
the (perhaps) error of the press, [k«X«J wufj' d vTrtypcupav, avuQtiia
TTcipd Tu vTrkyfjuipav. It is here iroiuTwaav, /}, &c.
translated as if koXu was under-
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CHAP. III. good and good evil, and think tliat bitter is sweet

and sweet bitter. Donbtless their real desire is

that doctrines which have already been jndged wrong and have

been reprobated shonld gain the ascendancy, and they nialce

violent efforts to prejndice what was rightly defined. Nor is

there reason for further explanation on our part or answer

to their excuses, nor for further resistance on theirs, instead

of acquiescence in what the leaders of their lieresy sub-

scribed ; but since, from an extraordinary want of modesty,

the present men perhaps hope to be able to advocate an im-

piety, which really is from the Evil One,^ with better success

than those who went before them, therefore, though in my
former letter written to thee,'-' I liave already argued at

length against them, notwithstanding, I am ready now

also to examine each of their separate statements, as I

did those of their predecessors ; for now not less than then

their heresy shall be shown to have no soundness in it,

but to be a dudriiie tif donons.

(JllArTEU III,

{). They say then what the others held and dared to

maintain before them :
^ " Not always Father, always Son ;

for the Son was not before His generation, but, as others,

came out of nothing ; and in consequence God was not

always Father of the Son ; but when the Son came into being

** Vid. oiafioXiKoc. thut before His generation Ho
'' This letter is not extant. was not ; and that Ho came into
^ It may Le convenient to set being from nothing ; or who

down here the anathematisms pretend that He was of another

appended to the Nicene Creed, hypostasis or substance, or that

though they occur presently in the Son of God was created, or

I'hisebius's Letter. They run alterable, or mutable, those men
thus: "And as to those who say the Holy Catholic and Apostolical

that the Son once was nut ; and Church anathematises."
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and was created, then was God called His Father. ^P^^'^^-

For the Word is a creature and work, and foreign

and unlike to the Father in substance ; and the Son is neither

by nature the Father's true Word, nor His only and true

Wisdom ; but being a creature and one of the works, Ho
is by an abuse of words - called Word and Wisdom ; for by

the Word which is in God was He made, as were all

things. Wherefore the 8on is not true God."^

10. Now it may serve to bring home to them what

they are saying, to ask them first this, what a soil simply

is, and of what is that name significant. In truth, Divine

Scripture acquaints us with a double sense of this word :—one

Avhich Moses sets before us in the Law, Wlien thou

shall hearken la Ihe voice of Ihe Lord thy God, to keep all

Hk rominanihaentH whkh I command thee this da//, to do

that which is riylit in the eyes of the Lord thy God, ye shall

he children of the Jjord your God ; as also in the Gospel,

John says, But as many as received Him, to them yave He
power to become the sons of God:—and the other sense

is that in which Isaac is son of Abraham, and Jacob of

Isaac, and the Patriarchs of Jacob. Now in which of

these two senses, literal or figurative, do they understand

the Son of God in such figments as the foregoing ? for

I feel sure they will issue in the same impiety us the

Eusebians.

11. First, let us suppose the word Son to be taken [in the

figurative, not the literal sense; and this is how they

really understand it (as their predecessors did), only many

of thein shrink from saying so. If this is the sense in

^ KaTaxi'tjffTtKwc. This word xi. 4, Epiph. Hter. 09, p. 7-13,

is noticed iind protested a^uiust and 71, p. 831 ; Eiiseb. c. Marc,

by Alexander, supr. p. 4, Ly the p. 40, Coneil Labb. t. 2, p. 67,

SemiarJans at Ancyra, Epiph. and abusive, p. 210.

Hair. 73, n. 5, by 13asil, contr. ^ Vid. ad Ep. Aiy^. § 12, supr.

Eunora. ii. 23, and by Cyril, Dial. p. 4, iufr. Dise. eh. 5, p. 100,

ii. pp. 432, 433. Also Cyril Cat.

C 2
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CHAP. III.
^yi^icii tiie title " Son of God " is to be taken, then I

observe, first of all, that sonship in this sense is a

grace gained from above by those who have made progress in

goodness, and who receive 'power to become sons of God;

and then, if so, He wonld surely in nothing differ from

us, who are also ])orn of God ; no, nor would lie be Only-

begotten, as having obtained the title of Son, as others

have, from His virtue. For granting what they say, that,

whereas His qualifications were foreknown. He, on that

account, from His very first beginning, by anticipation,

received the name, and the glory of the name, still there

will be no difference between Him and those who receive

the name for their actions, so long as this is the ground

on which He as others is recognised as Son. For Adam
too, though he received grace from the first, and upon

his creation was at once placed in paradise, differed in no

respect either from Enoch, who was translated thither

after his birth on his pleasing God, or from the Apostle,

who also was caught up to paradise after his good actions

;

nay, nor from the thief, who, by virtue of his confession,

received a promise that he should be forthwith in paradise.

12. Next when thus pressed, they will perhaps make an

answer which has brought them into difficulty many

times already :
" We consider that the Son has this pre-

rogative over other beings, and therefore is called Only-

begotten, because He alone was brought into being by God
alone, and all other things were created by God through

the Son." Now I wonder Avho it was that suggested to

you'* so futile and novel an idea as that the Father alone

wrought with His own hand the Son alone, and that all

i.e. what is j'our authority'! ditional nature of the teaching,
is it not a novel, and therefore a And so St. Paul him.solf, 1 Cor.
wrong doctrine ? And presently xv. 3. Vid. also supr. pp. 17, 23,
HaOujv iSlScKTKtv, implying the tra- iufr. p. 65, Serap. i. § 3.
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other things were brought into being- bj tlie Son as ed ben.

by an nnder-worker. If for tlie toil-sake (lod was

content with making the Son only, instead of making all things

at once, this is an impious thought, especially in the case

of those who know the words of Esaias, The everlastiiKj

God, the Lord, tlie Creator of the ends of tlie eurth, hungereth

not, neither is weanj ; there is no searchin// of His wider-

standinij. Eather it is He who to the hungry gives

strength, and tln-ongh His word refreshes the labouring.

On the other hand it is impious to suppose that He dis-

dained, as if a humble task. Himself to form the creatures

which came into being after the Son ; for there is no pride

in that God, who goes down with Jacol> into Egypt, and

for Abraham's sake corrects Abimelec in behalf of Sara,

and speaks face to face ^^^th Moses, who was but a man,

and descends upon Mount Sinai, and by His secret grace

fights for the people against Amalec. However, you are

false in your fact, for we are told. He made ns, and not we

ourselves. He it is that, through His Word, made all

things small and great, and we may not divide the

creation, and say this is the Father's, and this is the Son's,

but all things arc of one God, who uses His proper Word
as a Hand,^ and in Him does all things. As God Himself

shows us, when He says, All these thimis hrdh Mtj Hand
made • and Paul taught us as he had been taught, that There

is One God, from whom are all tliinijs ; and One Lord Jesvs

Christ, through whom are edl things. Thus He, always as

now, speaks to the sun and it rises, and commands the

clouds and it rains upon one place, and another, where it

does not rain, is dried up. And He bids the earth to give

its fruit, and fashions Jeremias in the womb. But if He
now does all this, assuredly at the beginning also He did

not disdain through the Word to make all things Himself

;

for these arc but parts of the whole.

5 Vid. Hand.



22 EPISTLE OF ATHANASIUS IN DEFENCE OF THE

GnAP. III. i^ ]3^{^ jjQ^y^ thirdly, let us suppose, as sometimes

^
~— has been said, that the other creatiii-es could not

endure to he wrought by the direct*' Hand of the Ingenerate,

and therefore the Son alone was brought into being by the

Father alone, and other things by the Son as an under-

worker and assistant, for this is what xisterius^ the

sacrifioer has written, and what Arius has transcrilied and

bequeathed to his own friends ; and from that time tliey

used this formula, broken reed as it is, being ignorant,

the bewildered men, of its rottenness. For if it was im-

possible for things created to bear the hand of God, and

you hold the Son to be one of their numl)or, how was even

He equal to this formation by God alone ? and if an inter-

mediate was necessary that things that came into being

might come, and you hold the Son to be one of such, then

nuist there have been some medium before Him, for His

own creation ; and, that intermediate himself again being

a creature, it follows that he too needed another Mediator

for his own framing. And though we were to devise

another, we must still first devise his Mediator, so that we

shall never come to an end. And thus a Mediator being

ever in request, never would the creation be constituted,

because nothing that has come into being can, as you say,

bear the direct hand of the Ingenerate. And if, on your

perceiving the extravagance of this, you begin to say that

the Son, though a creature, was made capable of being

made immediately by the Ingenerate, then all the other

things also, thougli they are mere creatures, are capable

of being framed immediately by the Ingenerate ; for the

Son too is l)ut a creature in your judgment, as every-

thing else. And consequently the generation of the Word is

superfluous, according to your impious and futile imagination.

" UKpaTor, simple, iihsoliito, uu- " Vid. Asferius.

tempered, vid. Avian arguments.
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God l)eing sufficient for the immediate formation of ^^' ^J^^'

all things, and all things that have been brought out

of nothing being capable of sustaining His direct hand,

li. These impious men then having so little mind amid
their madness, let us see, fourthly, whether this particular

sophism will not prove even more irrational than the

others. Adam was created alone by God alone (through

the Word)
; yet no one would say that Adam differed

from those who came after him in having thereby some-

thing in his nature more than all other men (granting that

ho alone was made by God alone, and that we all spring

from Adam and consist by succession of our race) so long

as we consider him fashioned from the earth as others, and
that, at first not existing, he afterwards came to be. But
though we were to allow some prerogative to the Protoplast

as having been formed by the very Hand of God, still it

must be accounted to him as one of honour, not of nature.

For he came of the earth, as all other men ; and the Hand
which then fashioned Adam, now also and ever is fashion-

ing and giving entire consistence to those who come after

him. And God Himself declares this to Jeremias, as I

said before : Boforo I formed thee la the womi), I hieio thee

;

and so He says of all. All those things hath My hand made ;

and again by Esaias, Thus saith the Lord, thy Redeemer,

and He that formed ttiee from the womb ; I am the Lord that

malceth all thinys, thtd stretcheth forth the heavens alone,

that sjn-eadeth abroad the earth by Myself. And David,

knowing this, says in the Psalm, Thy Hands have made me
and fashioned me; and he who says in Esaias, T/tus saith

the Lord irho formed me from the womb to be His servant,

signifies the same. Therefore, in respect of nature, ho

differs nothing from us though he i^recedes us in time, so

long as we all consist and are created by the same Hand.

If then these l>e your thoughts, Arians, about the Son
of God also, that thus He subsists and came to be, then in



24 lOPFRTF^K OF ATHANASrUS IN DEFENCE OF THE

CHAP. III. jQ^^Y judgment He will differ nothing on the score

of nature from others, supposing He too once was

not, and then was brought into lacing, and the name of Son

was, on His creation, for His virtue's sake, by grace united

to Him. For, from what you say, He Himself is one of

those of whom the Spirit says in the Psalms, ffe spaJce the

word and tJirij were made ; Re commanded and they were

created. If so, who was it to whom God gave command
for the Son's creation ? for a "Word there nnist be to

whom God (icn'c command,^ and in whom the works are

created; but ye have no other to show than the Word
whom ye deny, unless indeed you should again devise

some new notion.

15. "Yes," they will say, "we have found another;"

(which indeed I have formerly heard from the Eusebians,)

"on this score do we consider that the Son of God has a

prerogative over others, and is called Only-begotten,

because He alone partakes the Father, and all other

things partake the Son." Thus they weary themselves

in changing and varying their statements, like so many

pigments ; however, this shall not save them from an ex-

posure, as men who speak empty words oat of the earth, and

wallow as if in the mire of their own de\'ices. For if

indeed He were called God's Son, and we the Son's sons,

their fiction were plausible ; but if we too are said to be

sons of that God, of whom He is Son, then we too partake

the Father, who says, / hare begotten and c.valted children.

For, if we did not partake Him, He had not said, / hare

tieijotten ; but, if He Himself begat us, no other than He
is our Father.^ And, as before, it avails not, whether the

Son has something more and was made first, whereas we

have something less and were made afterwards, as long as

we all partake, and are called sons, of the same Father.

For the more or less does not indicate a different nature ;
^

^ Vid. Ministration. -' Vid. yti'VJjn'n'.
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but attaches to each according to the practice of ^"qJ^w"

virtue ; and one is placed over ten cities, another

over five ; and some sit on twelve thrones judging the twelve

tribes of Israel ; and others hear the words, Gome, ye Messed

of My Father, and, Well done, good and faithful servant.

With these ideas, however, no wonder they imagine that of

such a Son God was not always Father, and that such a

Son was not always in existence, but was brought into

being from nothing, as a creature, and was not before His

generation ; for such a one is other than the True Son

of God.

16. But to persist in thus speaking involves guilt ; for it

is the tone of thought of Sadducees, and of Samosatenc^ to

consider that the AVord and Wisdom of the Father is but

His Son by grace and adoption : it remains then to say

that He is Son in the second of the senses above specified,

viz., not by an extreme figure, but in a literal sense, as Isaac

was son of Abraham as being begotten of him. In other

words, the Son is of the nature of the Father,- for nature

and nothing short of nature is implied in the idea of

sonship, generation, or derivation. A son is a father's

increase, not acquisition ; from within not from without.

I know the objection which will be made to this doctrine ;

it will be said that I have proposed a mere human conception

' Paul of Samo.siitu is called refer, was that our Lord became

Samosatcne, as John of Damascus the Son by irpoicoTrt), or gro-W'th in

Damascene, from the frequent holiness (vid. Luke ii. 52, irfjo-

adoption of the names Paul and ekottte), "advancing as a man."

.Tohn. Hence, also, John Chry- Or Athan. may be comparing our

sostom, Peter Chrysologus, John Lord's predestination as held by
Philoponus. Paul was Bishop the Arians (supr. p. 20. Theod.

of Antioch in the middle of the Hist. i. .'5, p. 732),with Paul's speak-

third century, and was deposed ing of Him as "God predestined

for a sort of yabellianism. He before ages, but from Mary re-

was the friend of Lucian, from ceiving the origin of His exis-

whoso school the principal Arians tcnce." Apoll. i. § 20.

issued. His prominent tenet, - Vid. Son of God.

to which Athan. seems hero to
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CHAP, III. Qf j^ sacred truth, altogether earthly and utterly

unworthy of God, but I cannot accept such an

account of it. 8uch an objection only argues ignorance in

those who make it ; for analogy does not involve likeness.

Spirit is not as body, God is not as man, nor man as God.

Men are creat(!d of matter, and their substance is liable

to increase and loss ; l)ut God is immortal and incorporeal.

And if so be the same terms arc used of God and of man
in divine Scripture, yet the clear-sighted, as Paul injoins,

will study its text and thereby discriminate, and dispose

of what is written there according to the nature of each

subject, and will avoid any confusion of sense, so as not

to conceive of the attributes of God in a human way, nor

again to ascribe the properties of man to God. For this

were to mix wine with water, and to place upon the altar

strange fire together with that which is divine,

17. For instance, God creates, and man too is said to

create, and God has being, and men too are said to be. Yet

does God create as man does ? or has He being as man
has l)eing ? Perish the thought ; we understand the

terms in one sense of God, and in another of men. For

God creates in that He calls into being that which is not,

needing notlung thereunto : but men create by working

some existing material, first praying, and therel)y gaining

the science to execute from that God who has framed all

things by His proper Word. And again, men, being

incapable of self-existence, are inclosed in place, and

have their consistence in the Word of God ; but God is

self-existent, inclosing all things, and inclosed l)y none ;
^

within all according to His own goodness and power, yet

without all in His proper nature. As then men create

not as God creates, as their being is not such as God's

being, so men's generation is in one way, and the Son is

from the Father in another. For the offsprings of men are

' Vid, 0/niiiprcsence.
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in some sort portions of their fathers, since the
?"o^i2'

very natnre of bodies is to be componnded and

dissoluble,'* and to act by piecemeal ; and men lose their

substance in begetting,'^ and again they gain substance from

the accession of food. And on this account men in their

time become fathers of many children ; Imt God, who is

individual, is Father of the Son without being parted or

affected, for there is neither loss nor gain to the Immaterial,

as there is in the case of men, and, being simjjle in His nature.

He gives absolutely and utterly all that He is, and thereby is

Father of One Only Son. This is why the Son is Only-

Ijegotten, and alone in the Father's bosom, and alone is

acknowledged by the Father to be from Him, as in the

words, This is My beloved Son, in tchom I am tvell 'pleased.

And therefore also. He is the Father's Word," a title which

suggests that the Divine Nature is beyond liability to

affection and division, in that not even a human word is be-

gotten with any such accidents, nnich less the Word of God.

Wherefore, also. He sits, as Word, at the Father's right

hand ; for where the Father is, there also is His Word ; but

we, as being His works, stand in judgment l)efore Him ; and

He is adored, ])ecausc He is Son of the adorable Father,

but we adore, confessing Him Lord and God, because we
are creatures and other than He.

18. If this be so, we come to this question :—supposing

by the appellation of Son of God must be meant God's off-

sj)ring, the fulness of His very Self, can it be a light sin,

to maintain that He was made out of nothing, and was not

before His generation ? It is of course a subject which

transcends the thoughts of men, but, I repeat, God's

nature is not bound by the conditions of ours. We become

fathers of our children in time, but God, in that He ever

is, is ever Father of His Son.'' And the generation of

' Viil. pmiTror. '^ Vid. \6yof.
^ Vid. ftTnippo//. " Vid. afi-ytvv'tr.
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Chap. III. Hiankiiid is familiarised to us from eartlily instances

that are parallel ; but since no one Imoiveth the Son

hut the Father, and no one lmoa:eth the Father hut the Son,

and he to whomsoever the Son ivill reveal Him, therefore

the sacred writers, to whom the kSon has revealed Him,
have given us a sort of image, but nothing more, from

thhigs visible, saying, Who is the hriijlitness of His glory

and the impress of His Person; and again. For with Tliee

is the well of life, and in Tliy liglit sludl we see light;

and when the Word chides Israel, He says, Tiiou liasl

forsalcen the Fovntain of wisdom ,• and this Fountain it is

which says, T/ieg have forsaken Me, tlie Fountain of living

waters. And mean indeed and very dim is the illus-

tration compared with what we desiderate ; Init yet it

is i^ossible from it to understand something above man's

nature,^ instead of thinking the Son's generation to be on

a level witli ours. For instance, who can even imagine

that the radiance of light " once was not," so that he should

dare to say that "the 8on was not always," or that- "the

Son was not before His generation " ? or who is capable

of separating the radiance from the sun, or of conceiving

of the Fountain as e^'er void of life, that he should say, even

if mad, "The Son is from nothing," (who says Himself, /
am the life), or "alien to the Father's substance," (who says,

He that liatli, seen 3Ie hatli seen tlie Fattier?) for the sacred

writers wishing ns tlms to understand, have given these

illustrations ; and it is irrelevant and most impious, when

Scrij^ture contains snch images, to form ideas concerning

our Lord from others Avhich are neither in Scripture, nor

have any pious bearing.

19. Let us go by Scripture; then from whsit teacher or

by what tradition have you derived these notions about

the Saviour ? From what passages of Scriptiu'c ? " Yes,"

they will say, "in the Proverbs we read, Tlie Lord hatih

s Yid. Economical hivqungc.^
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created Me a hefjinninij of ffis /va//s unto His ^^°{^^{

u'orJis.^ This the Eusehiaus used to insist upon in

former years, and you write me word that the present men

also, though overthrown and confuted by an abundance of

proof, still are putting about in every quarter this passage,

and saying that the 8on is one of the creatures, and reckon-

ing Him with things which came into being out of nothing.

But I answer first, it cannot mean this, supposing we

have already proved Him to be a Son. Son and creature

are ideas incompatible with each other. If then Son,

therefore not creature : if creature, not Son : for vast is

the difference between them, and Son and creature cannot

be the same, unless His substance be considered to be at

once from God and yet external to God. This at first sight

;

but, secondly, these men seem to me to have a wrong

understanding of this passage. They ask us again and

again, like so many noisy gnats,^ " Has the passage no

meaning ? " Yes, it has a meaning, a pious and very

orthodox meaning, but not theirs, and had they understood

it, they would not have blasphemed the Lord of glory. It is

true to say that the Son was created, but this took place when

He became man ; for creation belongs to man. And any

one may find this sense duly conveyed in the divine oracles,

who, instead of accounting their perusal a secondary matter,

investigates the time and persons, and the purpose, and

thus studies and ponders what he reads. Now as to the

season spoken of, he will find for certain that, whereas

the Lord always exists, at length in fulness of the ages

He ])ecame man ; and whereas He is Son of God, He

'' Eiisebius of Nicomedia quotes Trspiepxovrai 7rtptl3ofil3oiivre£, and
this text. Theod. Hist. i. 5. Disc. i. ch. 9, init. And Gregory
And Eiisebius of Csesarea Dem. Nyssen, contra Eun. viii. p. 234,

Evang. V. 1. It is tho one sub- C. wt; dv rovg CLTrtipovc; tovtwv
jeet of Disc, chapt. 17—23, iufr. Tcd(j TrXaTioviKoli; KuK\i(pioviai(;

pp. 272—356. TrepifiofifiiicTtiev. Also Naz. Orat.
' TTipijiopjSoxxyiv. So ad Afros. 27. 2.

I 5, init. And .Sent. D. § ID
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CHAP. III. became Son of man also. And as to the need he will

nnderstand that, wishing to annul our death, He

took on Himself a body from the Virgin Mary ; in order that,

by offering this unto the Father a sacrifice for all, He

might deliver us all, who by fear of death were all our

life through subject to hoiulage. And as to the person, this

is indeed the Saviour's, but it is then said of Him when

He took a body and said, The Lord has created Me a

heginnirKj of His ivags unto His worjcs. For as it properly

belongs to Him, as God's Son, to be everlasting, and to

be in the Father's bosom, so, on His becoming man, the

words befitted Him, The Lord created Me. For then they

are said of Him, and then He hungered, and thirsted, and

asked where liazarus lay, and suli'ered, and rose again.

And as, when we hear of Him as Lord and God and

true Light, we understand Him as being from the Father,

so on hearing The Lord created, and Serraiit, and He

suffered, we shall justly ascribe this, not to His Godhead,

for it does not belong to It, but we must interpret it of

that flesh which He bore for our sakes ; for to it these

things are proper, and tliis flesh itself was none other's

than the Word's. And if we wish to know the advantages

we attain by this, we shall find them to be as follows : that

the Word was made flesh, not only to offer up this body

for all, but that we, partaking of His Spirit, might be

made gods, a gift which we could not otherwise have

gained than by His clothing Himself in our created

body; for hence we derive our name of "men of God"

and "men in Christ." And as we, by receiving the

Spirit, do not lose our own proper substance, so the Lord,

when made man for us, and bearing a body, was no less

God ; for He was not lessened by the envelopment of

the body, but rather deified it and rendered it innnortal.
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Chapter IV.

20. This then is quite enoui-li in order to denounce ^"- ^'3'»-

as infamous tins Arian heresy ; for, as the Lord
has granted, out of their own words is impiety brought home
to them. But now let us on our part act on the offensive,

and call on them for an answer ; for it is fair time, when
their own ground lias failed them, to question them on
ours

; perhaps it may abash the perverse, and make them
see whence they have fallen. It has been shown above
that the appellation " Son " is so far from implying

beginning of existence as actually to suggest co-existence

and co-eternity and co-divinity with God the Father.

But, besides this, I have incidentally referred to the

passages in Holy Scripture which speak of our Lord as

the iJivine Word and Wisdom, and the meaning of these

titles, when carefully considered, is a confirmation that

He is truly and literally the Son. The Apostle, for

instance, says, Ghrid the Power of God and the Wmloia of

God; and John after saying, and tlw Word wan made fleak,

at once adds, And we hace seen Hia ijlonj the (jJorij an of

the Onhj-hf'ijotteti of the Father full of (jrace and truth;

so that, the Word being the Only-begotten Son, is also

that Power and that AVisdom by which hea\'en and earth

and all that is therein were made. In like manner we have

learnt from Barucli that AVisdom comes from a Fountain,^

and that that Fountain is (iod ; what then is Wisdom
but His Son ? Now, if they deny Scripture, they are

at once aliens from the Christian name, and may iitly be

called of all men atheists, and Christ's enemies, for they

have brought upon themselves these titles. But if they

agree with us that the sayings of Scripture are di\'inely

inspired, let them dare to say openly what they think in

secret, that the Word and Wisdom beinu,- the Son, the Word

2 Vic miyii.
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CHAP. IV. Q^^^ Wisdom of the Father had a beginning, that

is, that God was once wordless and wisdomless ;

and let them in their madness say, " There was once when

He was not," and "before His generation, Christ was not;"

and again let them declare that the Fonntain begat not

Wisdom from Itself, but acquired It from without, till they

have the daring to say, " The Son came of nothing ; " whence

it will follow that His origin is no longer a Fountain, but

a sort of pool, as if merely receiving water from without,

and usurping the name of Fountain.

21. How full of impiety this is, I consider none can

doubt who has ever so little understanding ; however,

they shall be answered as Arius was, and as I noticed when

I began. They whisper something about titles. Word
and Wisdom are titles of the Son, only titles ;

^ titles

!

then what is His real name ? What is He really ? is He
more than those titles, or less than them ? If He is

greater than the titles, it is not lawful from the lesser to

designate the higher, but, if He be in His o\vn nature less

than the titles, then it follows that He has earned what

is higher than His original self, and this implies in Him a

moral advance, which is an impiety equal to anything that

has gone before. For that He who is in the Father, and in

whom also the Father is, who says, / and the Father are

one, whom he that hath seen, hath seen the Father, to imply,

I say, by the titles you give Him that He has been im-

proved by anything external, is the extreme of madness.

'2,'2. However, when they are beaten hence, and like the

old Eusebians are in these great straits, then they have

this remaining plea, which Arius too in ballads, and in

his own Thalia, fabled, starting it as a new difficulty:

" Many words speaketh God ; which then of these are we

to call Son and Word, Only-begotten of the Father ?

"

Insensate, and anything but Christians ! for first, in using

^ Vid. ovoixara.
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such language about God, they are not far from
^^ig^fy/

conceiving of Him as a man, who speaks and

then modifies His first words by His second, just as if one

"Word from God were not sufficient for the framing of ah

tilings at the Father's will, and for His providential care of

all. For His speaking many words would argue a feebleness

in them all, each needing the service of the other. But

that God should act through One Word, wliich is the true

doctrine, both shows the power of God, and the perfection

of the "Word that is from Him, and the pious understanding

of them who thus believe.

23. that they would be led to confess the truth from these

their own admissions now ! how near they come to it, in

order to start off again in hopeless divergence ! They grant

that " many words speaketh God," and what is such utter-

ance but in some sort a bringing forth ? He is a Father

of words ; then why not in that way which is most

perfect ? why not rather the Father of One Word than of

many ?—of a Word substantive and from His own fulness

rather than of mere utterances* which come and go and

have no stay ? These men are loth to say that there

is no substantial Word of God, why then do they not

go on to confess that that Word is a Son also ? Is Son a

mere title without substance ? and must not also that

Word be a reflection or image ? and, as God is One, is not

His Image substantive and one ? and who is that but the

One Son ? ^^.11 these appellations look to one Object, and

each of them sulDserves the rest. For the Son of God, as may

be learnt from the divine oracles themselves, is Himself

the Word of God, and the Wisdom, and the Image, and

the Hand, and the Power ; for God's Offspring is One, and

of the generation from the Father these titles are tokens.'^

If you say the Son, you have declared what is from the

Father by nature ; and if you imagine the Word, you are

^ Vid. Economical language. '' Vid. App. The Word, p. 337.

D
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Chap. 4. thinking again of what is from Him, and what is

inseparable ; and speaking of Wisdom, again you

mean in like manner, what is not from without, but from

Him and in Him ; and if you name the Power and the

Hand, again you speak of what is proper to the substance ;

and, speaking of the Image, you signify the Son ; for what

else is like God but the Offspring from Him ? Doubtless the

things which came into being through tlie ^Yonl, these are

founded in Wisdom ; and what are founded in Wisdom, these

are all made by the Hand, and came to be through the Son.

24, And we have proof of this, not from adventitious

authorities, but from the Scriptures ; for God Himself says

by Esaias the Prophet, My Hand also hath laid the founda-

tion of the earth, and Mij rlijht Hand hath sjmnned the heavens.

And again. And I have covered them in the shadoiv of My
Hand, that I may inlant the heavens and lay the foundations

of the earth. And David being taught this, and knowing

that the Lord's Hand was nothing else than Wisdom, says

in the Psalm, In Wisdom hast Thou made them all; the earth

is full of Thy riches. Solomon also received the same from

God, and said, 2'he Lord by Wisdom hath founded the earth

;

and John knowing that the Word was the Hand and the

Wisdom, thus preaches the gospel, In the heginniny was the

Word and the Word ivas tvith God and the Word was God;

the same was in the heginniny ivith God : all thinys ivere made

hy Him, and ivithout Him luas not anythiny made. And the

Apostle, understanding that the Hand and the Wisdom and

the Word was nothing else than the Son, says God ivho at

sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto

the Fathers hy the Prophets, hath in these last days spoken

unto us hy His Son, whom He hath appointed Heir of cdl

things, hy ivhom cdso He made the ayes. And again, There

is One Lord Jesus Christ, through ivhom are cdl thinys, and

we throuyh Him. And knowing also that the Word, the

Wisdom, the Son was the Image Himself of the Father, he says



KICENE DEFINITION OF THE HOMOUSION. 35

in the Epistle to the Colossians, Oiviiig thanks to
^^^^if*

God and the Father ivhich hath made its meet to be

partaken of the 'inheritance of the mints in light, ivho hath de-

livered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us

into the kingdom of His dear Son ; in ivhom we have redemption,

even the remission of sins • ivho is the Image of the Invisible God

the First-born of everg creature
; for hg Him were all things

created, that are in heaven and that are in earth, visible and

invisible, ivhether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities,

or poivers ; all things were created by Him and for Him :

and He is before all things, and in Him all things consist.

25. For as all things are created by the Word, so,

because He is the Image,*^ are they also created in Him.

And thus a man who directs his thoughts to the Lord

will be saved from stumbling upon the stone of offence,

and will go forward to that illumination which streams

from the light of truth ; for this is really the sentiment of

piety, though these contentious men burst Avitli spite, neither

devout towards God, nor abashed by the arguments which

confute them.

Chaptee V.

26. Now the Eusebians were at that former time exa-

mined at great length, and passed sentence on themselves,

as I said before ; on this they subscribed ; and after this

change of mind they kept in quiet and retirement ; but

since the present party, in the wantonness of impiety, and

in their wild vagaries about the truth, are full set upon

accusing the Council, let them tell us, I repeat, what is the

sort of Scriptures from which they have learned, or who is

the Saii^t by whom they have been taught, to heap together

'' Vid. Image,

D 2
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Chap. V. t]^gjp phrases, " Out of nothing," and " He was

not before His generation," and " Once He was

not," and "Alterable," and the " Pre-existence," and "At
God's will

;

" which are their fables in mockery of the

Lord. Considering then that they on their part have made

use of phi'ases not in Scripture,^ and that with a view

thereby of exjjressing impious notions, it does not become

them to find fault with those who for a pious purpose go

beyond Scripture. Disguise it as you will by artful terms

and plausible sophisms, impiety is a sin ; but represent the

truth under ever so strange a formula, while it is truth, it

at least is piety. That what these Christ-opposers advanced

was impious falsehood, I have proved both now and formerly
;

that what the Council defined was pious truth is equally

clear, as will be granted by any careful inquirer into the

occasion of the definition. It was as follows :

—

27. The Council wishing to condemn the impious phrases

of the Arians, and to use instead the received terms of

Scripture, namely, that the Son is not from nothing, but

from God, and is the Word and Wisdom and not a creature

or work, but the proper Offspring from the Father, the party

of Eusebius, out of their inveterate heterodoxy, understood

the phrase from God as common to Him and to us, as if in

respect to it the Word of Grod differed nothmg from us,

and this, because it is written. There is One God from ivhom

all things ; and again. Old things are jmssed away, behold all

things are new, and all tilings are from God. But the

Fathers, perceiving their craft and the cunning of then*

impiety, were forced thereupon to express more dis-

tinctly the sense of the words from God. Accordingly,

they wrote "from the substance of God," in order that

from God might not be considered common and equal in

the Son and in things which are made, Ijut that all

others might be acknowledged as creatures, and the Word
^ Vid. Scrifture,
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alone as from the Father. For though all things fjo^l^-

be said to be from Grod,^ yet this is not in the sense

in which the Son is from Him ; for as to the creatures, ^'from

Go(V is said of them, in that they exist not at random or

spontaneously, nor come into l3eing by chance, according to

those philosophers who refer them to the combination

of atoms, and to elements which are homogeneous, nor as

certain heretics imagine some other Framer, nor as others

again say that the constitution of all things is from certain

Angels ; not for these reasons, but because, whereas there

is a God, it was by Him that all things were brought into

being, vfhen as yet they were not, through His Word
;

and as to the Word, since He is not a creature, He alone

is really, as well as is called, from the Father ; and this is

signified, when it is said that the Son is "from the sub-

stance of the Father," for to no creature does this attach.

In truth, when Paul says that all things are from God, he

immediately adds, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through vdiom

all tilings, by way of sho\Ying all men that the Son is other

tlian all those things which came into being from God,^ (for

as to the things which came from God, it was through the Son

that they came) ; and he used the words which I have

quoted with reference to the world as framed by God, and

not as if all things proceeded from the Father as the Son

does. For neither are other things as the Son is, nor is the

Word one among those other, for He is Lord and Framer of

all ; and on this account did the Holy Council declare

expressly that He was of the substance of the Father, that

we might believe the Word to be other in nature than

things which have a beginning, as being alone tralv

from God ; and that no subterfuge should be left open to

the impious. This then was the reason why the Council

m'ote " Of the substance."

28. Again, when the Bishops said that the Word must

8 Vid. ytvvriTov, s Vid. i^ovoyevljg.
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CHAP. V. ijg described as the True Power and image of the

Father as the exact Likeness ^ of the Father in all

things, and as unalterable, and as always, and as in Him without

division
; (for never was the Word not in being, but He was

always existing everlastingly with the Father, as the radiance of

light), then the party of Eusebius endured it indeed, as not

daring to contradict, being put to shame by the arguments

which were urged against them ; but withal they were caught

whispering to each other and winking with their eyes, that

" like " and " always," and " the attribute of power," and

"in Him," were, as before, common to us and to the Son,

and that it was no difficulty to agree to these statements. As

to " like," they said that it is written of us, 31cm is the image

and fjlonj of God; "always," that it was written, For we

which live are alivays ; " In God," In Him ive live and move

and have our leincj ; " unalterable," that it is written,

Nothinfi shall separate lis from the love of Christ ; as to

" power," that even the caterpillar and the locust are

called power and fireat power, and that it is often said of

the people, for instance. All the power of the Lord came

oat of the land of Efiypt ; and others are heavenly powers,

for Scripture says, The Lord of powers is with us, the God of

Jacol) is our refuge. Indeed Asterius, by title the sophist,

had said the like in writing, having learned it from them,

and before him Arius having learned it also, as has been

said. But the Bishops, discerning in this too their simula-

tion, and whereas it is written, Deceit is in the heart of the

impious that imagine evil, were again compelled on their

part to concentrate the sense of the Scriptures, and to re-

say and re-write more distinctly still, what they had said

before, namely, that the Son is " Consubstantial " with the

Father ; by way of signifying that the Son is from the

Father, and not merely like, but is the same in likeness,

and of showing that the Son's likeness and unalterable-

' Vicl. aTTapaXKaKTov.

1
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ness are different from such copy of tlie same as is
^''\^2o^'

ascribed to us, which wc acquire from virtuous living ^

and the observance of the commandments.

29. For bodies whicli are hke each other admit of

separation and of becoming far off from each other, as

are human sons relatively to their parents, (as it is

written concerning Adam and Seth who was licgotten

of him, that he was like him after his own pattern ;) but

since the generation of the Son from the Father is not

according to the nature of men, and He is not only like

but also inseparable from the substance of the Father, and

He and the Father are One, as He has said Himself, and

the Word is ever in the Father and the Father in the

Word, as is the radiance relatively to the light, (for this

the very term indicates,) therefore the Council, as under-

standing this, suitably wrote " Consubstantial," ^ that they

might both defeat the perverseness of the heretics, and

show that the Word was other than created things. For,

after thus writing, they at once added, "But they who
say that the Son of God is from nothing, or created, or

alterable, or a work, or from other substance, these the

Holy Catholic Church anathematises." And in saying this,

they showed clearly that "Of the substance," and "Con-
substantial," do condemn those impious words, "created,"

and "work," and "brought into being," and "alterable,"

and " He was not before His generation." And he who holds

these contradicts the Council ; but he who does not hold

with Arius, must needs hold and enter into the decisions

of the Council, suitably regarding them to imply the

relation of the radiance to the light, and from thence

gaining an image of the sacred truth.

30. Therefore if these men, as their predecessors, make it

an excuse that the terms are strange, let them consider the

sense in which the Council so wi'ote, and anathematise

^ Vid. ofxoovaiov.
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CHAP. V. what the Council anathematised ; and then, if they

can, let them find fanlt with those very terms. For

T well know that, if they hold the sense of the Conncil, they

will fnlly accept the terms in which it is conveyed ; whereas

if it he the sense which they wish to complain of, all

must see that it is idle in them to discuss the wording,

when they are but seeking for themselves excuses for a

doctrine which is impious.

31. This then was the reason of these words ; hut if they

still complain that such are not scriptural, I observe first,

that they have to blame themselves, and no one else in this

matter, for it was they who set the example, beginning their

war against God with statements not in Scripture ; and

next, as any one who cares to inquire may easily ascer-

tain, granting that the terms employed by the Council

are not absolutely in Scripture, still, as I have said before,

they contain the sense of Scripture.^ Moreover, should they

object that to speak of the substance of God is to teach

that He is of a compound nature, (substance implying

accidents,'* and divinity, fatherhood and the like being

therefore in the number of certain accidents by which His

substance is clad or supplemented,-^) I reply that the blas-

phemy, for such it is, is theirs, not ours. For we hold

nothing of the kind. This would be to hold that God is

material, and that His Son is after all not from His substance,

but from a certain attribute or power which is attached

to Him. But no ; on the contrary, God is transcendently

simple, and being such, it follows that in saying " God

"

and naming " Father," we name nothing besides Him, but

we signify His substance or essence Itself. For though to

comprehend what the substance of God is be impossible, yet

let us only understand of God that He is a Being or Essence,

and then, if Scripture indicates Him by means of these

' Vid. Scripture. '' Vid. 7rfpij3o\i].
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names, we too, with the intention of indicating Him
^2i-23'

and none else, call Him God, and Father, and Lord. ^

32. When then He says, I am He that is,^ and lam the Lord
Go(7, or when Scriptnrc says, God, we understand nothing

else hj the words but an intimation of His incompre-

hensible substance Itself, and that He Is, who is spoken

of. Therefore let no one be startled on hearing that the

Son of God is from the substance of the Father ; rather

let him accept the explanation of the Bishops, who in

more explicit but equivalent language have for from God
written "Of the substance." For they considered it the

same tiling to say that the Word was of God and "of
the substance of God," since the word "God," as I have

already said, signifies nothing but the substance or essence

of Him who is. If then the Word is not in such sense

from God, as to be Son, genuine and natural, from the

Father, but only as creatures are from Him, as being framed,

and as all things are from God, then neither is He from the

substance of the Father, nor again is the Son according to

substance Son, but in consequence of virtue, as we who
are called sons by grace. But if only He is from God,

as a genuine Son, as He is, then let the Son, as is reason-

able, be called from the substance of God. And the

illustration of Light and its Radiance bears the same
way. For the sacred miters have not said that the

Word was related to God as fire kindled from the heat

of the sun, which after a while goes out, for this is an

external work and a creature of its author, but they all

preach of Him as Radiance,'' thereby to signify His being

from the Divine substance, proper and indivisible, and to ex-

press His oneness with the Father. This also will secure His

true unalterableness and immutability ; for how can these

be His, unless He be proper Offspring^ of the Father's

8 Vid. civ. ^ Vid. yivvrifia.
"^ Vid. airavyaa^ia.
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CHAP. V. substance ? For this too must be taken to confirm

His identity with His own Father. And so again, if

He be the Word, the Wisdom, the Father's Image, as well as

Eadiance, on these accounts He plainly must be consub-

stantial. For unless it be proved that He is not an

offspring from God, but an instrument ^ different both in

nature and in substance, surely the Council was happy

in its wording as well as orthodox in its sense.

33. By this Offspring the Father made all things, and by

Him, who is His radiance, diffusing His universal Provi-

dence, He exercises His love to men ; not as if Light were a

simple property lodged in the Son (as perhaps they will say)

and only acted through Him, for it is Itself one with the

Father, no channel foreign in substance to the Light and to

its Fountain, no mere creation ; no, this is the belief of

Caiaphas and Samosatene, but the Light which is from the

Father He possesses in fulness, and of Him others receive

according to the measure of each, no intermediate existing

between the Father and Him by whom all things have been

brought into being. And in Him is the Father revealed

and known, and with Him frames the world, and does all

things, and is partaken by all things, for all things partake of

the Son, as partaking of the Holy Ghost. And these preroga-

tives of the Son show beyond cavil that He is no creature, but

a proper offspring from the Father, as radiance is from

light.

Chapter VI.

34. This then is the intention wdth which the Fathers

who met together at Nica3a made use of these terms

;

and next, having shown this, I will recur to what I

said when I began. I said that at the Council, Euse-

^ Vid, bpyavov.
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bins, after olijccting to the definition passed by the f^i-f?"
Fathers assembled, acknowledged that it expressed

the Church's faith, as it had come down to us by tradition.

I then went on to say that certainly what those who went

before us had delivered to us was the true doctrine, and of

final authority, and to be followed. However, I thought

it best, instead of simply appealing to the voice of

Antiquity or of the agreement of Bishops, to explain and
defend once more the phrases in which the Council had
thought right to convey the Christian Truth. This I

have now done ; but I will not bring my letter to an
end without giving these heretical teachers specimens of

the language of writers of an earlier date, which are in

accordance with that to which the Arians take exception.

35. Know then first, Arians, foes of Christ, that

Theognostus,! a learned man, did not decline the phrase

"Of the substance," for in the second book of his Hypo-
typoses, he pyrites thus of the Son :—

Testimony of Theognostus.

"The substance of the Son is not any addition from

without, brought into the Divine Nature by a fresh crea-

tion, but It sprang from the Father's substance, as the

radiance of light, as the vapour ^ of water ; for neither the

radiance, nor the vapour, is the water itself or the sun

itself, nor is it alien, but is an effluence of the Father's

substance, which, however, suffers no partition. For as

the sun remains the same, and is not impaired by the

rays poured forth by it, so neither does the Father's

substance suffer change, though it has the Son as an
Image of Itself."

Theognostus then, after first investigating in the way

' Vid. Theognostus. Origen. Periareh, i. 2, n. 5, ad. 9.
"^ Vid, Wisd. vii. 25, and so And Athan. Sent. Dion. 15.
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CHAP. VI. of an exercise,^ proceeds to lay down his own senti-

ments in the foregoing words.

36. Next Bionysius, wlio was Bishop of Alexandria,

upon his writing against Sahellins, and expounding at

large the Saviour's economy according to the flesh, and

thence proving against the Sabellians that not the Father

but His Word was made flesh, as John has said, was

suspected of saying that the Son was a creature and

brought into being, and not consubstantial With the

Father ; on this he ^vrites to his namesake Dionysius,

Bishop of Rome, to explain that this was a slander upon

him. And he assured him that he had not called the

Son a creature, but on the contrary, that he did confess

Him to be nothing else than consubstantial. And his words

run thus :

—

Testimony of Dionysius of Alexandria.

" And I have written in another letter a refutation of

the false charge they bring against me, that I deny that

Christ was consubstantial with God. For though I say

that I have not found this term anywhere in Holy

Scripture, yet my remarks which follow, and which they

have not quoted, are not inconsistent with that belief.

For I instanced a human production as being evidently

homogeneous, and I observed that undeniably parents

differed from their children only in not being simply the

same, otherwise there could be neither parents nor chil-

dren. And my letter, as I said before, owing to present

^ iv yvfivamq. t^kraaaQ- And so idav, economically, or with refer-

infr. 37 of Origen, Z,r]T<i)V Kal yv^- enee to certain persons addressed

va'Ciov at a time "when the points or objects contemplated, de Sent,

discussed had not been defined. D. G. and 26. In somewhat the

Constantino, too, writing to Alex- same manner St. Thomas in his

ander and Ariiis, speaks of alter- Summa first sets down the

cation, ^vaiKiji; tivoi; yvfivacriaQ opinions he means to reject, and
EVEKa. Socr. i. 7. In somewhat the reasons for them, and then

a similar way, Athanasius speaks his own,

of Dionysius writing kcit oikovo- • •
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circumstances I am unable to produce ; or I would ed. ben.

have sent you the very words I used, or rather a
^'
^^-^6.

copy of the whole, which, if I have an opportunity, I will do

still. But my memory is clear that I adduced various

parallels of things kindred with each other ; for instance, that

a plant, grown from seed or from root, was other than that

from which it sprang, yet was altogether one in nature

with it : and that a stream flowing from a fountain,

gained a new name, for that neither the fountain was

called stream, nor the stream fountain, and both existed,

and the stream was the water from the fountain."

37. And that the Word of God is not a work or creature,

but an Offspring proper to the Father's substance and

indivisible from it, as the great Council wrote, here you

may see in the words of Dionysius, Bishop of Eome,
who, while writing against the Sabellians, thus inveighs

against those who dared to use their language :

—

Testimony of Dionysius of Rome.

" Next, I have reason to mention those who separate and

tear into portions and destroy that most sacred doctrine of

the Church of God, the Divine Monarchy,^ resolving it

into certain three powers and divided subsistences and

godheads three. I am told that some of your catechists

and teachers of the Divine Word take the lead in this

tenet, being in diametrical opposition, so to speak, to

Sabellius's opinions ; for he blasphemously says that the

Son is the Father and the Father the Son, but they in

some sort preach three Gods, as dividing the Holy Monad
into three subsistences foreign to each other and utterly

separate. For it . must needs be that with the God of the

Universe the Divine Word is united, and the Holy

Ghost must repose and habitate in God ; thus, in One as

in a summit, I mean the God of the Universe, the Omni-

^ "Vid. 'M.ovupxi-a,
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Chap. VI. potent God, the Divine Triad ^ must of necessit'y be
^ gathered up and brought together. For it is the

doctrine of the presumptuous Marcion, to sever and divide the

Divine Monarcliy^ into tliree origins,—a devil's teaching, not

that of Christ's true disciples and lovers of the Saviour's

lessons. For these know well that a Triad is preached by

divine Scripture, but that neither Old Testament nor New
preaches three Gods.

"Equally must we censure those who hold the Son

to be a work, and consider that the Lord has come into

being, as one of things which really came to be ; whereas

the divine oracles witness to a generation suitable to Him
and becoming, but not to any fashioning or making. A
blasphemy then is it, not ordinary, but even the highest,

to say that the Lord is in any sort a handiwork. For if

He became Son, once He was not ; but He was always, if

(that is) He be in the Father, as He says Himself, and if

the Christ be Word and Wisdom and Power (which, as

ye know, divine Scripture says,) and these attributes be

powers of God. If then the Son came into being, once

these attributes were not ; consequently there was a

season when God was without them ; which is most

extravagant. And why treat more on these points to

you, men full of the Spirit, and well aware of the extrava-

gances which come into view from saying that the Son is a

work ?

"Not attending, as I consider, to these, the originators

of this opinion have entirely missed the truth, in under-

standing, contrary to the sense of divine and prophetic

Scripture in the passage, the words, The Lord hath created

Me a heginniiKj of His ways unto His works. For He created,

as ye know, has various senses ; and in this place it

must be taken to mean, ' He set Me over the works made

by him,' that is, the works ' made by the Son Himself.'

3 Vid. Tpiuc '^ Or, one Origin,
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And He created here must not be taken for made, ^\f^^-
for creating differs from making ; Is not He Thy — -

Father that hath bought thee? hath He not made thee and

created thee ? says Moses in his great Song in Denteronomy.

And one may say to them, is He a work, reckless men,

who is the First-horn of every creature, who is born from

the womb before the morning star, who said, as Wisdom,

Before all the hills He begets Me ? And in many passages of

the divine oracles is the 8on said to have been generated,

but not to have come into being, passages which manifestly

convict of misconception those men who presume to call His

divine and ineffable generation a making.

"Neither then may we divide into three Godheads the

wonderful and divine Monad ; nor disparage with the

name of ' creature ' the dignity and exceeding majesty of

the Lord ; but we must believe in God the Father

Almighty, and in Christ Jesus His Son, and in the Holy

Ghost, and hold that to the God of the universe the

Word is united. For /, says He, a/id the Father are one

;

and / in the Father and the Father in Me. For thus both

the Divine Triad, and the holy preaching of the Monarchy

will be secured."

38. And concerning the everlasting co-existence of the

Word with the Father, and that He is not of another

substance or subsistence, but proper to the Father's, as

the Bishops in the Council said, hear again from the

labour-loving Origen^ also. For what he has written^ as

^ Montfaucon's text runs as I keep dWa, remove the stop from
follows:

—

a niv wq ^ijtojv Kai yvuvd- SEx^<yOoj rif to ^TjrsTv, and for a^gwc:

t,(ov typa-tps, Tcivra /.») wc aiiTov ippo- read a St ai(;,tlius : ravra fir) log avrov

vovvTOQ ctx^'^^^ "C dWd tCov npoQ (ppovovvTOi; dex^cyOoj rig, dWci riov

ipiv (piXoviiKovVTcov h' T(f c,riTtiv, Tvpbg spiv (piKovtiKovvrojv iv r<f

dStijg opi'Cojv aTrofaivETai, rovro ^rfrtiv a St wg opi'CoJV dpo(paivtTai,

TOV (pikOTTOVOV TO fpOVI^fld IcFTl. TOVTO TOV (plXoTTOVOV TO fpOVTJfld

For dWd he. reads dXX' &. " Certe ioTi.

legendum dXK' &, idque omnino ** Vid. also Serap. iv. 9.

exigit sensus." On the contrary
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CHAP. VI,
jf inquiring and exercising himself, that let no

one take as expressive of his own sentiments, but of

parties who are disputing in the course of investigation

;

but what he definitely pronounces, that is the sentiment of

the labour-loving man. After his disputations then against

the heretics, straight\vay he introduces liis pei'sonal belief,

thus :

—

Testimony of Origeii.

" If there be an Image of the Invisible God, it is an

invisible Image ; nay, I will be bold to add, that, as being

the Likeness of the Father, never was it not. For when

was that God, who, according to John, is called Light,

(for God is Light,) without the Eadiance of His proper

glory, that a man should presnme to assign the Son's

beginning of existence, as if He were not before? But

when was not in existence that Image of the Father's

Ineffable and Indescribable and Unutterable subsistence,

that Impress and Word, who alone knows the Father ?

for let him understand well who dares to say, ' Once the

Son was not,' that he is saying, ' Once Wisdom was not,'

and ' the Word was not,' and ' Life was not.'

"

And again elsewhere he says:

—

Another Testimony.

"But it is not without sin or peril if because of our

weakness of understanding we deprive God, as far as in

us lies, of the Only-begotten Word ever co-existing with

Him, beuig the Wisdom in which He rejoiced ; else He
must be conceived as not always possessed of blessedness."

39. See, we are proving that this view has been trans-

mitted from father to father ; but ye, modern Jews and

disciples of Caiaphas, what fathers can ye assign to your
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phrases ? Not one of the undei:ptanding and wise ; f"i-fs!

'

for all abhor you, save the devil alone ; none but he

is your father in such an apostasy, who both in the begin-

ning scattered on your minds the seeds of this impiety,

and now persuades you to slander the Ecumenical" Council,

for committing to writing, not your doctrines, but that

which from the heginnimj those who ivere eye-witnesses and

ministers of the Word have handed down to ns. For the

faith which the Council has confessed in writing,^ that is

the faith of the Catholic Church ; to vindicate this faith,

the blessed Fathers so wrote, and thereby condemned the

xirian heresy ; and this is a chief reason why these men

apply themselves to calumniate the Council. For it is

not the terms which distress them, but because those

terms proved them to be heretics, and daring beyond their

fellows.

Chapter VII.

40. At Nicfea then, many years since, their heretical

phrases were exposed aiid anathematised ; this has led to

their looking for new arguments, and it has issued in

their borrowing from the G-reeks a weapon for their

need, namely, the term " Ingenerate," ^ that by means

of it, they may reckon among the things which were

made that Word of God, by whom those very things

came into being. However it would seem as if they

really did not know what the Greeks meant by the term,

for the G-reek doctrine concerning it in fact tells pointedly

against the use to which they put it. The Greeks, let it

be observed, after deriving Mind from Good, and the

universal Soul from Mind, have no difficulty in calling

all three Ingenerate ; Mind and Soul as well as Good,
^ Vid. Ecumenical. '^ Vid. aYf-vvrirov

.

'' Vid. Definition,

E
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CHAP. VII. fYom which Mind and Soul proceed.^ If then these
""^ men must have recourse to heathen ^wi'iters, let them

be quite sure that the said writers make for them ; but well

I know, they never would have appealed to the Greeks in

defence of their heresy, if they had any sanction of it in

Scripture ; and, as I on my part, have been stating the

I'eason and the meaning with which the Council, and the

Fathers earlier than it, defined and committed to writing

" Of the substance " and " Consubstantial " agreeably to

what Scripture* says, so I think I may fairly call upon

these Arians to tell us now, if indeed they can, what has

led them to this unscriptural term, " Ingenerate," what is

the sense in which they consider it to belong to God, and

why not to His Son and Word.

41. In truth, I am told^ that the term has various senses :

philosophers say that it means,'' first, "what has not yet

come, but may come, into being ; next, what neither has

come into being, nor can come ; and thirdly, what exists

without any birth or becoming, but is everlasting and

indestructible." The first sense is nothing to the purpose,

nor is the second ; it is the third which they endeavour

to make available to their purpose, arguing thus : that

to be ingenerate is an attribute of God, that to be in-

generate is to be without bu'th or becoming, but that

a Son is born into being. But who does not comprehend

the craft of these foes of God ? here is a manifest equivo-

cation. It is possible to be ingenerate, that is from

eternity, and yet to have an origin, that is, a Father ; in

other words, to have a birth and not a becoming, a deri-

3 Vid. Movapxia. nor can be ; 3. what exists, but has
* Vid. Scripture. not come to be from any cause ; 4.

5 Vid. Athanasius. what is not made, but is ever.
^ Four senses of aytvrjTOv are Only two senses are specified, infr.

enumerated, infr. Disc. eh. 10, p. ch. 6, pp. 141, 142, and in these the

205. 1. What is not as yet, but is question really lies: 1. what is,

possible ; 2. what neither has boon, but without a cause ; 2. uncreate.
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vation and yet not a beo-innins;. Even the Greeks, ?"i^™-
as I have said, hold an eternal derivation. Our liord

is ingenerate as being eternally one with God, generate as being

His Son. He has a birth without a becoming.

42. However, the mania of these men is such that they

say that a son is generate, and generate means made, and

what is made comes " out of nothing ; " and what has an

origin "is not before its generation," and what is not

eternal " once was not." Next, when detected in their

sophisms they begin again, after this fashion, that to be

ingenerate is to have no author of being, and an author is

a maker, and therefore the Son is made, and is one of the

creatures. Unthankful, and in truth deaf to the Scrip-

tures, who do everything, and say everything, not to

honour God, but to dishonour the Son, ignorant that he

who dishonours the Son, dishonours the Father ! If He
be viewed as Offspring of the substance of the Father,

He is of consequence with Him eternally. For this name

of Offspring does not detract from the nature of the

Word, nor does Ingenerate imply a contrast with the Son,

but with the things which come into being through the

Son ; and as those who address an architect, and call

him framer of house or city, do not under this desig-

nation include the son who is begotten from him, but on

account of the art and science which he displays in his

work, call him artificer, signifying thereby that he is not

such as the things made by him, and while they know the

nature of the builder, know also that he whom he begets

is in nature other than his works ; and in regard to his

son call him father, but in regard to liis works, creator

and maker ; in like manner he who says that God is

ingenerate, invents a name for Him when compared with His

works, signifying, not only that He is not brought into being

but that He is maker of things which are so brought ; yet

is aware withal that the "Word is other than the things that are

E 2
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CHAP, VII. made, and alone is a proper Offspring of the Father,
"

through whom all things came to be and consist.'

43. In like manner, when the Prophets spoke of God as

All-powerful, they did not so name Him, as if the Word

were included in that All
;

(for tliey knew that the Son was

other than things made, and Sovereign over them Himself,

])y virtue of His likeness to the Father ;) but because,

while Sovereign over all things which through the Son

He has made, God has given the authority of these things to

the Son, and having given it, still is Himself as ever, the

Lord of all things through Him. Again, when they called

God, Lord of hosts, they said not this as if the Word was

included in those hosts, but because, while He is Father of

the Son, He is Lord of the hosts or powers which through

the Son have come to be. And the Word too, as being

in the Father, is Himself Lord of them all, and Sovereign

over all ; for all things, whatsoever the Father hath, are

the Son's. This then being the force of such titles, in like

manner let a man call God ingenerate, if it so please him

;

not however as if the Word were one of things generate or

made, but because, as I said before, God not only is not

made, but through His proper Word is He the maker of

things which are made. For though the Father be specially

called Maker, still the Word is the Father's Image and con-

substantial with Him ; and being His Image, He must be

other than creatures altogether ; for of whom He is the

Image, to Him doth he belong and is like : so that he who
calls the Father ingenerate and almighty, perceives in the

Ingenerate and the Almighty, His Word and His Wisdom,

which is the Son. But these wondrous men, and prone to

impiety, hit upon the term Ingenerate, not as caring for

God's honour, Ixit from malevolence towards the Saviour
;

for if they had regard to His honour and worship, it rather

'' Athanasius repeats this pas- Disc. ch. 10, p. 208, &e. ; also vid.

sage in his first Orat. i. infr. Basil c. Eunom. i. 16.
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had been right and good to ackDo\viedge and to call ^J^^q^^{

Him Father, than to give Him this name ; for in

calling Him ingenerate, they are, as I said befoi-c, calling Him
strictly from His relation to things which came into being, and
siini3ly as a Maker, that so they may imj^ly even the Word to

be a work after their own desire ; but he who calls God Father,

thereby in Him signifies His Son also, and will not fail to

understand that, whereas there is a Son, through this Son
all things that came into existence were created.

44. I repeat, it will be much more accurate to denote

God from the Son, and to call Him Father, than to name
Him and call Him Ingenerate from His works merely ; for

the latter term refers to the works that have been brought
into being at the will of God through the Word, but the

name of Father betokens the proper Offspring from His

substance. And by how much the Word surpasses things

made or generate, by so much and more also doth calling

God Father surpass the calling Him Ingenerate ; for the

latter is unscriptural and suspicious, as it has various

senses ; but the former is simple and scriptural, and more
accurate, and alone implies the Son. And "Ingenerate"
is a word of the Greeks who know not the Son : but
" Father " has been acknowledged and vouchsafed to us by
our Lord ; for He, Himself, knowing whose Son He was, said,

/ in the Father and the Father in Me; and, He that hath

seen Me hath seen the Father ; and, / and the Father are one

;

but nowhere is He found to call the Father Ingenerate.

Moreover, Avhen He teaches us to pray. He says not,

"When ye pray, say, God Ingenerate," but rather When
ye p-ay say, Our Father, who art in heaven.

45. Moreover, it was His Will, that the compendium of

our faith should look the same way. For He has bid us be

baptised, not into the name of the Ingenerate and generate,

not into the name of Uncreate and creature, but into the

name of Father, Son, and Holy Ghost ; for with such an
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CHAP. VII. initiation we also are made sons verily,^ and, while

using the name of the Father, we acknowledge from

that name, the Word in the Father. But if He wills that we

should call His own Father our Father, we must not on that

account measure ourselves with the Son according to nature,

for it is because of the Son that the Father is so called by us
;

for since the Word bore our body and in us came to be,

therefore, by reason of the Word in us, is God called our

Father, For the Spmt of the Word in us, addresses through

us His own Father as ours, which is the Apostle's meaning

when he says, God hath sent forth the Spirit of His Son into

your hearts, cnjing, Ahha, Father.

46. So much on the term " Ingenerate," wliich admits

indeed of a pious use, but, in the hands of Christ's foes,

has but covered them with shame, as did their words and

deeds at the beginning. How the Council, then assem-

bled at Nica3a, met them, with what prudence and with

what fidelity to Holy Scripture and the Fathers, I have

related and explained to the best of my powers ; but I

cannot hope that those restless spirits will give up their

opposition now any more than then. They will doubtless

run about in search of other pretences, and of others again

after those. When, in the Prophet's words, will the Ethiopian

change his slcin or the leopard his spots ? Thou, however.

Beloved, on receiving this, read it by thyself ; and, if thou

approvest of it, read it also to the brethren, who are with

thee, that they too, on hearing it, may respond to the

Council's zeal for the truth and for doctrinal exactness,

and may reprobate the heresy and the controversial devices

of the Arian faction ; because to God, even the Father, is

due the glory, honour, and worship, with His co-unoriginate

Son and Word, together with the All-lioly and life-giving

Spirit, now and unto endless ages of ages. Amen.

** Vid, Kvpiog and ytvpriTov.
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Appendix,

lettek of eusebius of c^saeea to the people of his

DIOCESE.

47. What was transacted concerning the Faith of
^^^g^^f;

the Chnrch at the Great Council assembled at •

Nica^a, you have probably learned, Beloved, from other

quarter's, rumour being wont to precede the accurate account

of what is doing. But lest in such reports the circumstance^

of the case should have been misrepresented to you, we have

thought it necessary to transmit to you, first, the formula

of faith presented by ourselves, and then, the second,

which the Fathers put forth with some additions to our

words. Our own formula then, which was read in the

presence of our most pious ^ Emperor, and declared to be

good and unexceptionable, ran thus :

—

48. "As we have received from the Bishops who pre-

ceded us, and in our first catechisings, and when we

received Holy Baptism, and as we have learned from the

divine Scriptures, and as we believed and taught when in

the order of presbyters, and in the Episcopate itself, so

believing also at the time present, we report to you our

faith, and it is this :

—

Creed of Eusebius.

"We believe in One God, the Father Almighty, the

Maker of all things visible and invisible.

" And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Word of God, God

from God, Light from Light, Life from Life, Son Only-

begotten, first-born of every creature, before all the ages

begotten from the Father, through whom also all things

were made ; who for our salvation was made flesh, and

lived among men, and suffered and rose again the third

day, and ascended to the Father, and will come again in

glory to judge quick and dead.

^ Vid. Imperial titles.
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APPEND. a ^j-^^ ^^g believe also in one Holy Ghost

;

believing each of These to be and to exist, the

Father truly Father, and the Son truly Son, and the Holy

Ghost truly Holy Ghost ; as also our Lord, sending forth

His disciples for the preaching, said, Go, teach all the nations,

baptising them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and

of the Holy Ghost. Concerning whom we confidently affirm that

so we hold and so we think, and so we have held aforetime,

and that we maintain this faith unto the death, anathe-

matising every godless heresy. That this we have ever

thought from our heart and soul, from the time we recol-

lect ourselves, and now think and say in truth, before

God Almighty and our Lord Jesus Christ do we bear

witness, being able by proofs to show and to convince you

that also in times past such was our belief and such our

preaching."

49. On this faith being publicly put forth by us, no

room for contradiction appeared to any one ; but our most

pious Emperor himself before any one else, testified that

it comprised most orthodox statements. He confessed

moreover, that such were his own sentiments, and he

exhorted all present to agree to it, and to subscribe its

articles and to assent to the same, with the insertion of the

single word, " Consubstantial," which moreover he inter-

preted as not in the sense of the affections of bodies, nor as

if the Son subsisted from the Father in the way of

division or any severance ; for that the immaterial, and

intellectual, and incorporeal Nature could not be the

subject of any corporeal affection, but that it became us

to conceive of such things in a divine and ineffable

manner. And such were the theological remarks of our

most -wise and most religious Emperor ; on which the

Bishops, with a view to the addition of Consubstantial,

drew up the following formula :

—
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Nicene Creed.

"We believe in One God, the Father Ahnighty, ^^'3^^-

Maker of all things visible and invisible :

—

"And in One Lord Jesns Christ, the Son of God, be-

gotten of the - Father, Only-begotten, that is, from the

Substance of the Father ; God from God, Light from

Light, Very God from Very God, begotten not made, con-

substantial with the Father, by whom all things were

made, both tilings in heaven and things in earth ; who for

us men and for our salvation came down and was made
flesh, was made man, suffered, and rose again the third day,

ascended into heaven, and cometh to judge quick and dead.

"And in the Holy Ghost.

" But those who say, ' Once He was not,' and ' Before

His generation He was not,' and ' He came into being

from nothing,' or those who pretend that the Son of God
is ' Of other subsistence or substance,' or ' created,' or

'alterable,' or 'mutable,' the Catholic Chm'cli anathema-

tises."

50. On their dictating this formula, we did not let it

pass without inquiry in what sense they introduced "Of
the substance of the Father," and " consubstantial Avith

the Father." Accordingly questions and explanations

took place, and the meaning of the words underwent the

scrutiny of reason. And they professed, that the phrase

" Of the substance " was indicative of the Son's being

indeed from the Father, yet without being as if a part of

Him. And with tliis understanding w^e thought good to

assent to the sense of such religious doctrine, teaching, as

it did, that the Son was from the Father, not however a

part of His substance. On this account we assented to

this sense ourselves, without declining even the term "Con-

substantial," peace being the object which we set before

lis, and maintenance of the orthodox view.



58 EPISTLE OF ATHANASIUS IN DEFENCE OF THE

Append. 51^ j^ ^\^q g^n^e way we also admitted "Be-

gotten, not made ; " since the Council alleged that

"made" was an appellative common to the other creatures

which came to be through the Son, to whom the Son had no

Ukenes.5. Therefore, it was said, He was not a work resem-

bling the things which through Him came to be, but was of

a substance which is above the level of any work, and which

the Divine oracles teach to have been generated from the

Father, the mode of generation being inscrutable and incom-

prehensible to every created nature.

52. And so too on examination there are grounds for

saying, that the Son is " consubstantial " with the Father

;

not in the way of bodies, nor like mortal beings, for He is

not consubstantial by division of substance, or by sever-

ance, no nor by any affection, or changing, or alteration

of the Father's substance and attributes^ (since from all

such the ingenerate nature of the Father is alien), but

because "consubstantial with the Father" suggests that the

Son of God bears no resemblance to the creatures which

have been made, but that He is in every way after the

pattern of His Father alone who begat Him, and that He

is not of any other subsistence and substance, but from the

Father. To which term also, thus interpreted, it appeared

well to assent ; since we were aware that even among the

ancients, some learned and illustrious bishops and writers

have used the term "consubstantial" in their theological

teaching concerning the Father and Son.^

53. So much then be said concerning the Faith which

has been published; to which all of us assented, not with-

out inquiry, but according to the specified senses, mentioned

in the presence of the most religious Emperor himself, and

justified by the forementioned considerations. And as to the

' SvvanEMQ. of ancient Bishops about 130 years

^Athanasius, in like manner, since," and infr., p. 80. Vid.

speaks, ad Afr. § 6, of " testimony ojioovaiov.
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ilD. Ben
§ 6-11.anathematisni published by the Fathers at the end ed. ben

of the Faith, it did not trouble us, because it for-

bade to use words not in Scripture, from which almost all

the confusion and disorder of the Church has come. Since

then no divinely inspired Scripture has used the phrases,

" Out of nothing," and " Once He was not," and the rest

which follow, there appeared no ground for using or teach-

ing them ; to which also we assented as a good decision,

since it had not been our custom hitherto to use these

terms.

54. Moreover to anathematise " Before His generation

He was not," did not seem preposterous, in that it is con-

fessed by all, that the Son of God was before the genera-

tion according to the flesh. Nay, our most religious

Emperor did at the time prove in a speech, that even

according to His divine generation which is before all ages.

He was in being, since even before He was generated in

act, He was in virtue ^ with the Father ingenerately, the

Father being always Father, as King always, and Saviour

always, being all things in virtue, and having all things in

the same respects and in the same way.

55. This we have been forced to transmit to you,

Beloved, as making clear to you the deliberateness of our

inquiry and assent, and how reasonably we resisted even to

the last minute as long as we were offended at statements

wliich differed from our own, but received without con-

tention what no longer troubled us, as soon as, on a candid

examination of the sense of the words, they appeared to

us to coincide with what we ourselves had professed in the

Faith which we had already published.

3 Socrates, who advocates the refutation, vid. infr. Orat. i. eh. 8
orthodoxy of Eusebius, omits this fin. p. 189. For Eusebius's opin-

heterodox sentence. Hist. 1—8. ions, vid. Append. Eusebius and
Bull, Defens. F. N. iii. 9, n. 3, sup- Semiarianism.

poses it an interpolation. For its





EPISTLE OF ATHANASIUS,

ARCHBISHOP OF ALEXANDRIA,

ON THE COUNCILS HELD AT APJMINUM IN ITALY
AND AT SELEUCIA IN ISAURIA.

PREFATORY NOTICE.

The following Epistle consists of three parts or six chapters,

of which the first two chapters alone answer to the received

title "Of the Synods of Ariminum and Seleucia." So much

as this was contemporaneous history, from information gained

with remarkable despatch, though coming short of the date of

the catastrophe at Ariminum, when to " the astonishment " of

the great mass of its members, the Council " found itself

Arian." This was in the year 359. In 361 Athanasius seems

to have added to his work several later documents. Vid. Ed.

Ben. § 30, 31, and their preceding 3Io/iitum.

The place is unknown from which he wrote. In 359 he

seems to have been in hiding ; Tillemont, and Gibbon after

him, suggest in consequence of the wording of his opening

sentences, that he was present incognito at Seleucia.

The Arian party had long wished to accomplish the meet-

ing of a general Council which might supersede that of Nica3a.

They had effected one great Eastern Council in 341 at Antioch,

and another at Sirmium in 351. And now in 359 they aimed

at a gathering of both East and West. It was originally con-

voked for Nicasa, the site of that first and great Council which

was to be put aside, but the party of Basil the Semi-arian, not

approving of this choice, Nicomedia was substituted. The

Bishops had set out when an earthquake threw the city into

ruins. Nictea was then substituted, this time at Basil's wish,

Soz. iv. 16, but it was considered too near the seat of the
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earthquake to be safe. Then the Ensebian or Acacian influence

prevailed, and the Council was divided into two, one portion to

meet at Ariminum, the other at Seleucia ; but at first Ancyra,

Basil's see, was to have been one of them (where a celebrated

Council of Semi-arians actually was sitting at the time), Hil.

de Syn. 8, but this was changed for Seleucia. A delegacy of

Bishops from each Province had been summoned to Nicomedia ;

but to Nicffia, according to Sozomen, all Bishops whatever,

whose health admitted of the journey ; Hilary, however, says

only one or two from each province of Gaul were summoned to

Ariminum, he himself being at Seleucia by compulsion of the

local magistrate, as an exile there for the faith, Snip. ii. 57.

As to this bipartite Council, it was the concluding act of a

long series of heretical attempts to commit the Church through

her Synods to Arian doctrine, attempts which Athanasius has

here, in his chapters iii. and iv., recorded and illustrated, after

his manner, viz., by the documentary evidence of the creeds

which were successively passed through those Synods, and

of the State papers which arose out of them.

Chapters v. and vi., with which the Epistle ends, recur to

the defence of the Homoiision, which has been the subject of

the foregoing Epistle. The latter of the two chapters is

specially directed towards the removal of the difficulties which

the Semi-arians felt in accepting the Nicene definition, a party

to whom Athanasius is as gentle as he is fierce with the Arians.

It may be added, as has indeed appeared in what has gone

before, that the large Arian party was divided into three :

—

(1) the pure Arians or Anomoeans, who would not even allow

that the Son was like the Father
; (2) the chief object of their

attack, the Homreiisians or Semi-arians, who maintained that

the Son was like the Father even in Substance
; (3) and the

Court party, Eusebians or Acacians, who would not go farther

than to say vaguely that our Lord was like the Father, and

wished to keep to Scripture terms.
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Chapter I.

1. Perhaps news has reached even yourselves concern-

ing the Council, which is at this time the subject of

general conversation ; for letters both from the Emperor
and the Prefects ^ were circulated far and wide for its

convocation. However, you take such interest in the

events which have occurred, that I am led to give you

an account of what I have seen myself or have ascertained,

which may save you from the suspense attendant on the

reports of others ; and this the more, because there are

parties who are in the practice of misrepresenting what is

going on.

2. At Nicaea then which had been fixed upon, the

Council did not meet, but a second edict was issued, con-

vening the "Western Bishops at Ariminum in Italy, and
the Eastern at Seleucia the Rocky, as it is called, in

Isauria. The professed reason given out for such a meet-

ing was to treat of the faith touching our Lord Jesus

1 There were at this time four brated troops which they had
Praetorian Prefects, -who divided commanded. At Ariminum one of
between them the administration them, Taurus, was present, and
of the Empire. They had been was the instrument of the Emperor
lately made civil officers, Constan- in overawing the Council,
tine having suppressed the cele-
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Chap. I. Christ ; and those who alleged it, were Ursacius

and Valens, and one Germinius, from Pannonia

;

and from Syria, Acacins, Eudoxius, and Patrophilus of Scjtho-

polis.^ These men who had always been of the Arian party,

and uiulerstood neither liow iliey helieved nor ivhereof they

affirmed,, and were silently deceiving first one and then another,

and scattering the second sowing of their heresy, persnaded

some persons of consequence, and the Emperor Constantius

among them, being a heretic, on some pretence about the

Faith, to call a Council ; under the idea that they should

be able to put into the shade the Nicene Council, and

prevail upon all to turn round, to the establishment of

impiety everywhere instead of the Truth.

3. Now here I marvel first, and consider that I shall

carry every thinking man whomsoever with me, that, whereas

a Catholic Council had been fixed, and all were looking

forward to it, it was all of a sudden divided in two, so that

one part met here, and the other there. However, this

would seem providential, in order, in each Council, to

exhibit the faith without guile or corruption of the one

party, and to expose the dishonesty and duplicity of the

other. Next, this too was on the mind of myself and my
true brethren here, and made us anxious, the impropriety

in itself of this great gathering which we saw in progress;

for what then pressed so much, that the whole world was

to be thrown into confusion,^ and those who at the time bore

the profession of clerks, should run about far and near, seek-

ing forsooth how best to learn to believe in our Lord Jesus

'^
N'lA.. k.'^^. Arian leaders. ments." Hist. xxi. 16. "The

^ The heathen Ammianus spectacle proceeds to that pitch of

speaks of "the troops of Bishops indecency," says Exisebius. "that
hurrying to and fro at the public at length in the very midst of the

expense," and "the Synods, in theatres of the unbelievers the
their efforts to bring over the solemn matters of divine teaching

whole religion to their side, being were subjected to the basest

the ruin of the posting establish- mockery." Vit. Const, ii, 61,
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Christ ? Certainly, if they were believers already,
-^"i^?^-

they would not be seeking, as though they were not.

And to the catechumens, this was no small scandal ; but to

the heathen, it was something more than common, and even

furnished broad merriment, that Christians, as if waking

out of sleep at this time of day, should be making out how

they were to l)elieve concerning Christ ; while their pro-

fessed clerks, though claiming deference from theii* flocks

as teachers, were unbehevers on their own showing, since

they were seeking what they had not. And the party of

Ursacius, who were at the bottom of all this, did not under-

stand what wrath they were storing up against themselves,

as our Lord says by the sacred writers. Woe unto them,

tlu'ough tvliom My Name is hiasphemed among the Gentiles ,•

and by His own mouth in the Gospels, Whoso shall offend

one of these little ones, it were better for him that a millstone

were hanged about his necJc,, and that he ivere droivned in the

depth of the sea, than, as Luke adds, that he should offend one

of these little ones.

4. What defect in religious teaching was there in the

Catholic Church, that they should be searching after faith

now, and should prefix this year's Consulate to the pro-

fession they make of it ? Yet Ursacius, and Valens, and

Germinius, and tlieir friends have done, what never took

place, uGver yet was heard of, among Christians. After put-

ting into writing what it pleased themselves to believe,

they prefix to it the Consulate, and the month and the day

of the current year ;* thereby to show all thinking men that

*" Faith is made a thing of pent of them; we repent and then

dates rather than of Gospels, while defend them ; we anathematise

it is marked oif by years, and after defending; we condemn our
is not measured by the confession own doings in the doings of others,

of baptism." Hil. ad Const, ii. or those of others in our own, and
4. " We determine yearly and gnawing each other, we are well-

monthly creeds concerning Grod, uigh devoured one of another."

we determine them and then re- Ibid. 5.
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cuAP. I.
ti^gij. faith dates, not from of old, but now, from the

reign of Constantius ; for whatever they write has

a view to their own lieresy. Moreover, though pretending to

write about the Lord, they nominate another sovereign for them-

selves, Constantius, who has provided for them this supremacy

of impiety ; and they who deny that the Son is everlasting,

have called him Eternal Emperor instead ; such foes of

Chi'ist are they in behalf of their impiety.

5. But perhaps the dates in the holy Prophets form

their excuse for naming the Consulate ; so bold a pretence,

however, will serve but to publish more fully their igno-

rance of the subject. For the prophecies of the sacred

writers do indeed specify their times; (for instance, Esaias

and Osee lived in the days of Ozias, Joatham, Achaz, and

Ezekias ; Jeremias, in the days of Josias ; Ezekiel and

Daniel prophesied under Cyrus and Darius ; and others in

other times ;) yet they were not laying the foundations of

divine religion ; that was before their date, and was always,

for before the foundation of the world had God prepared it

for us in Christ. Nor were they signifying the respective

dates of their own faith; for they had been believers before

these dates, which did but belong to their own preaching.

And this preaching chiefly related to the Saviour's coming,

and secondarily to what was to happen to Israel and the

nations ; but our modern sages, not in historical narration,

nor in prediction of the future, but, after writing, "The

Catholic Faith was published," immediately add the Con-

sulate and the month and the date ; that, as the sacred

writers were wont to set down the dates of their histories,

and of their own ministries, so these may mark the date of

their own faith. Nay, it would be well if they had written

about "their own," (for it does date from to-day) and

had not taken in hand " the Catholic ; " for they did not

write, " Thus we beUeve," but " the Catholic Faith was

published."
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6. The boldness then of their puq^ose shows how ^f^^^'
little they understand the subject ; while the origin

ality of their phrase befits their heresy. For thus they show

in set words when it was that their own faith began, and

from that same time present they would have it proclaimed.

And, as according to the Evangelist Luke, there ivas made

a decree concerning the registration, and this decree before

was not, but began from those days in which it was made

by its framer, they also in like manner, by writing, "The

Faith is now published," showed that the views of their

heresy are young, and did not exist before. But when

they add "of the Catholic Faith," they have fallen before

they know it into the extravagance of the Phrygians, and

say together with them, "To us first was revealed," and
" from us dates the Faith of Christians." And as those

sectaries inscribe it with the names of Maximilla and

Montanus, so do these with " Constantius, Sovereign,"

instead of Christ. If, however, as they would have it, the

faith dates from the present Consulate, what must the

Fathers do, and the blessed Martyi'S ? nay, what will they

themselves do with their own catechumens, who went to

rest before this Consulate ? how will they wake their pupils

up, that they may obliterate that old teaching which they then

thought so sufficient, and may sow instead the discoveries

which they have now put into writing ? so ignorant are

they on the subject ; with no knowledge but that of fra-

ming evasions, and those unbecoming and unplausible, and

carrying with them their own refutation

!

7. As to the Nicene Council, it was no casual meeting,,

but convened upon a pressing necessity, and for a reason-

able object. The Syrians, Cilicians, and Mesopotamians,

.

were out of order in celebrating the Feast, and were wont

to keep Easter with the Jews ;
^ on the other hand, the •

° This seems to have been an about iifty years old, or from about
innovation in these countries of the year 276. It is rema-rkable,

f2
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CHAP. I, Arian heresy had risen up against the CathoHc Church,
' and found sujiporters in the party of Eusebius, who

were both zealous for the heresy, and conducted the attack

upon rehgious people. This gave occasion for an Ecumenical

Council, that the feast might be everywhere celebrated

on one day, and that the heresy which was springing

up might be anathematised. It took place then ; and

the Syi'ians submitted, and the Fathers pronounced the

Arian heresy to be a forerunner of Antichrist,^ and drew

up a suitable formula against it. And yet, in this defini-

tion, for all theii* authority of numbers, they ventured on

nothing like the acts of these three or four men.'' With-

out prefixing Consulate, month, and day, they wrote con-

cernmg the Easter, " It seemed good as follows," for it

did then seem good that there should be a general com-

pliance ; but about the faith they wrote not, " It seemed

good," but, " Thus beUeves the Catholic Church ;

" and

thereupon they confessed what was the ground of their

faith, in order to show that their own belief was not

novel, but Ajjostolical ; and that what they wrote down
was no discovery of theirs, l)ut is the same as was taught

by the Apostles.

8. Such was the Council of NicaBa ; but the Councils

which they have set in motion, what colourable pretext

have these .'' If any new heresy has risen since the Arian,

let them tell us the statements which it has invented and

who are its inventors ? and while they draw up a formula

of their own, let them at the same time anathematise the

that the Quartodecimau custom vid. Arians, eh. i. § 1.

had come to an end in Procon- '' Vid. Antichrist.

Bular Asia, where it had existed '' oKiyoi rivkg, says Pope Julius

from St. John's time, before it in 342 ap. Athan. xipol. 34.

began in Syria. Tilleraont refers typaipdv riveg Trepi mffrsiog, says

the change to .Inatolius of Lao- Athan. in 356 ad Ep. ^g. 5.

dicea; I have before now thought Infr. pp. 70—73, supr. n. 2, p. 64,

it might be traced to the influence he mentions by name six, Aca-

of Zenobia and Paul of Samosata; cius, &c.
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heresies antecedent to this theu- Council, among
^^g^^f-

which is the Arian, as the Niceue Fathers did, that

it may be made appear that they too have some cogent reason

for saying what is on any view a no\'elty. But if no such

event has hajipened, and they cannot produce such, but rather

they themselves are uttering heresies, as holding that very

impiety of Arius, and are held up day after day, and

day by day shift their ground, what need is there of

Councils, when the Nicene is sufficient, as against the

Arian heresy, so against the rest, which it has condemned

one and all already by setting forth the sound faith ? For

even the notorius Aetius, who was surnamed godless, vaunts

not of the discovering of any mania of his own, but under

stress of weather has been \vrecked upon bare Arianism,

himself and the persons whom he has beguiled. Vainly

then do they run about with the pretext that they have

demanded Councils for the faith's-sake, for divine Scrip-

ture is sufficient above all things ; but if a Council be

needed on the point, there are the authoritative acts of

the Nicene Fathers, for they did not do their work care-

lessly, but stated the doctrine so exactly, that persons

reading their words honestly, cannot but find their memory

refreshed in respect to the pious doctrine concerning Christ

announced in divine Scripture.

9. Having therefore no show of reason on their side,

but being in difficulty wliichever way they turn, in spite

of their evasions, they have nothing left but to say :

" Forasmuch as we contradict our predecessors, and trans-

gress the traditions of the Fathers, therefore we have

thought good that a Council should meet ; but again,

whereas we fear lest, should it meet at one place, our pains

Avill be all thrown away, therefore we have thought good

that it be divided into two ; that so, on our putting forth

our own formula to these separate ])ortions, we may over-

reach with more effect, with the threat of Constantius our
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Chap, II. patron in this impiety, and may abrogate the acts of-—
Nicaaa, under pretence of introducing a more simple

faith." If they have not jjut this into words, yet this is the

meaning of their deeds and of their disturbances. Certainly

many and frequent as have been their speeches and writings in

various Councils, never yet have they made mention of the

Arian heresy as unchristian ; but, if anyone present happened

to accuse the existing heresies, they always took up the

defence of the Arian, which the Nicene Council had ana-

thematised ; nay, rather they cordially welcomed its pro-

fessors. This then is in itself a strong argument, that the

aim of the present Councils has been not truth, but the

annulling of the acts of Nicasa ; but the proceedings of

these men and their friends in the two Councils, make it

equally clear that this was the case :—It is necessary then

to relate everything as it occurred, as I proceed to do.

I

Chapter II.

10. When all, as many as were named in the Emperor's

letters, were in expectation of one place of meeting, and to

form one Council, they were divided into two ; and, while

some went off to Seleucia called the Rocky, the others

met at Ariminum, to the number of four hundred bishops

and more, and among them Germinius, Auxentius, Valens,

Ursacius, Demophilus, and Caius.^ And, while the whole

assembly was discussing the matter from the divine Scrip-

tures, these men produced a paper, and, reading the Con-

sulate, they demanded that the whole Council should give

this the precedence of anything else, and put no tests

u^joii the heretics beyond it, nor inquire into its meaning,

but take this confession as sufficient ; and it ran as

follows :^

—

* Vid. Arian leaders. ^ The Creed which follows had
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Eighth Confession, at Sirmium {third Sirmian, vicl. ed.ben.

infr. p. 114).

11. "The Catholic Faith was pul)lished in the presence of

our Sovereign the most religious and gloriously victorious

Emperor, Constantius, Augustus, the eternal and majestic,

in the Consulate of the most illustrious Flavians, Eusebius and

Hypatius, in Sirmium on the 11th of the Calends of June.^

"We believe in one Only and True God, the Father

Almighty, Creator and Framer of all things :

" And in one Only-begotten Son of God, who before all

ages, and before every origin, and before all conceivable

time, and before all comprehensible substance, was begotten

impassibly from God ; through whom the ages were dis-

posed and all things \\qxq made ; and begotten as the

Only-begotten, as only from the Only Father, as God from

God, like to the Father who begat Him, according to the

Scriptures ; whose generation no one knoweth save the

Father alone who begat Him. We know that He, the

Only-begotten Son of God, at the Father's bidding came

from the heavens for the abolition of sin, and was born

of the Virgin Mary, and conversed with the disciples, and

fulfilled all the economy accordhig to the Father's will, and

was crucified, and died and descended into the parts

beneath the earth, and directed the economy of things

there, whom the gate-keepers of hell saw and shuddered
;

and that He rose from the dead the third day, and con-

versed with the disciples, and fulfilled the economy, and,

when the forty days were full, ascended into the heavens,

been prepared at Sirmium shortly stance. But this point of history
before, and is the third, or, as is involved in much obscurity,
some think, the fourth, drawn up As it stands, it is a patchwork of

at Sirmium. It was the composi- two views. It will be observed,
tion of Mark of Arethusa, yet it that it is the Creed on which
was written in Latin; and though Athanasius has been animadvert-
Mai'k was a Semi-arian, it dis- ing above, p. 65.

tinetly abandons the word sub- ' May 22, 359, Whitsun Eve.
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CHAP. II.
^j^fj sittetli on the right hand of the Father, and will

~~~
come in the last day of the resurrection in the glory

of the Father, to render to every one according to his works.

"And in the Holy Ghost, whom the Only-begotten of

Grod Himself, Jesus Christ, had promised to send to the

race of men, the Paraclete, as it is \vi'itten, 'I go to the

Father, and I will ask the Father, and He shall send unto

you another Paraclete, even the Spirit of Truth. He shall

take of Mine and shall teach and bring to your remem-

brance all things.'

" But whereas the term ' substance,' has been adopted

by the Fathers in simplicity, and gives offence as unin-

telligible to the people, and not contained in the Scriptures,

it has seemed good to remove it, and that it be never in

any case used of God again, because the divine Scriptures

nowhere use it of Father and Son. But we say that the

Son is like the Father in all thhigs, as all the Holy Scrip-

tures say and teach." ^

12. When this had been read, the dishonesty of its

framers was soon apparent. For on the Bishops proposing

that the Arian heresy should be anathematised together

with the other heresies, and all assenting, Ursacius and

Yalens and their friends refused, and at length were con-

demned, on the ground that their confession had been

wi'itten, not in sincerity, but for the annulling of the Acts

of Nicaea, and the introduction instead of their miserable

heresy. Marvelling then at the deceitfulness of their lan-

guage and their unprincipled intentions, the Bishops said :

" Not as if in need of faith have we come hither ; for we

have within us the faith, and that in soundness ; but that

we may put to shame those who gainsay the truth and

venture upon novelties. If then ye have drawn up this

formula, as if now beginning to believe, ye are not so much
as clerks, but need to start with your catecliism ; but if

Vid. infr. Creeds vii. and is., pp. 114—116.
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you meet us here with the same reUgious sentiments
^j^'^io^'

with which we liave come liither, let there be a un-

animity, of one and all, and let us anathematise the heresies,

and preserve the teaching of the Fathers. Thus pleas for new

Councils will not longer circulate about, the Bishops at

Nicasa having anticipated them once for all, and done all

that was needful for the Catholic Church." However,

even then, in spite of an unanimous agreement of the

Bishops a second time, still the above-mentioned refused.

So at length the whole assembly, condemning them as

ignorant and deceitful men, or rather as heretics, gave

their suffrages in behalf of the Nicene Council, and gave

judgment all of them that it was enough ; but as to the

forenamed Ursacius and Valens, G-erminius, Auxentius,

Caius, and Demophilus, they pronounced them to be

heretics, deposed them as not really Christians, but Arians,

and wrote against them in Latin what has been translated

in its substance into Greek, thus :

—

13. C'Opij of an Epistle from the Council to Gomtantiiis,

Augustus

:

—^

"We believe it has been ordered by God's command,

upon the mandate * of your religiousness, that we, the

Bishops of the Western Provinces, came from all parts to

Ariminum, for the manifestation of the Faith to all

Catholic Churches and the detection of the heretics. For

upon a general discussion, in which we who are orthodox

all took part, it was our decision to adhere to that faith which

^ The same version of the Letter better here to translate it from the

which follows is found in Socr. ii. text of Hilary.

39. Soz. iv. 10. Theod. Hist. ii. ^ Ex praeeepto. Prpeceptum be-

19. Niceph. i. 40. On compari- comes a technical word afterwards

son with the Latin original, which for a royal deed, charter, or edict

;

is preserved by Hilary, (Fragni. and it has somewhat of that

viii.) it appears to be so very freely meaning even here,

executed, that it has been thought
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Chap. II. ]^r^g come down to ns from antiquity, and which we
~ ' hold, as we have ever held, from Prophets, Gospels,

and Apostles, from God Himself and our Lord Jesus Christ,

the upholder of your dominion, and the author of your

welfare. For we deemed it to be a sin to mutilate any

work of the saints, and in particular of those who in the

framing of the Nicene formulary, held session together

with Constantiue of glorious memory, the father of your

religiousness. Which formulary was put abroad and

gained entrance into the minds of the Christian people,

and, as at that time drawn up against Arianism, is found

to be of such force that heresies of all kinds are over-

thrown by it ; from which, if aught were subtracted, an

opening is made to the poison of the heretics.

" Therefore it was that Ursacius and Yalens formerly

came into suspicion of the said Arian heresy, and were

suspended from communion, and had to ask pardon, as

their letters show, which they obtained from the Council

of Milan, in the presence of the legates of the Roman
Church. And since Constantiue was at the Nicene

Council, when the formulary in question was drawn up

with great care, and after being baptised into the profes-

sion of it, departed to God's rest, we think it a crime to

mutilate aught in it, and in anything to detract from so

many Saints and Confessors, and Successors of Martyrs,

who took part in framing it ; considering that they pre-

served all the doctrine of the Catholics who were before

them according to the Scriptures, and that they remained

with us unto these times in which your religiousness has re-

ceived the charge of ruling the world from God the Father

through our God and Lord Jesus Clirist. As for these

men, they were attempting to pull up what had been

reasonably laid down. For, whereas the letters of your

religiousness commanded us to treat of the faith, there

was proposed to us by the aforenamed troublers of the
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Churches, Germinius and his associates Anxentins^
^^^fo'*''^'

and Cains, something simply novel for our considera-

tion, which contained many particulars of perverse doctrine.

And next, when they became aware that what they proposed

publicly in the Council was unacceptable to the Fathers,

they determined to draw up another determined statement.

Indeed it is notorious that they have often changed these

formularies in a short time ; accordingly, lest the Churches

should have a recurrence of these disturbances, we held

to our resolve to retain decisions which were both ancient

and reasonable. For the information therefore of your

clemency, we have instructed our legates to acquaint

you with the judgment of the Council by our letter, to

whom we have given this sole direction, not to execute

their office otherwise than for the absolute stability and

permanence of the ancient decrees ; in order that your

wisdom might also know, that peace would not be accom-

plished by the removal of those decrees, as the aforesaid

Valens and Ursacius, Germinius and Cains, promised. On
the contrary, troubles have in consequence been excited

in all regions and in the Roman Church.

" On this account we ask your clemency to receive and

hear all our legates with favourable ears and a serene

countenance, and not to suffer aught to be abrogated to

the dishonour of the ancients ; so that all things may con-

tinue which we have received from our forefathers, who,

as we are sure, were prudent men, and acted not ^^ithout the

3 Auxentius, omitted in Hilary's Demophilus also was deposed, but

copy, has been inserted here, and in he was an Eastern Bishop, if he be

the decree which follows, from the Demophilus of Berea, vid. Cou-

Greek, since Athanasius has thus stant. on Hil. Fragm. vii., p. 1342.

given his sanction to the fact of Yet he is mentioned also by
that Arian Bi.shop being con- Athanasius as present, snpr. p. 70.

demned at Ariminum. Yet Aux- A few words are wanting in the

entins appeals to Ariminum trium- Latin in the commencement of one

phantly. Hil. contr. Aiix. fin. of the sentences which follow.

Socrates, Hist. ii. .37, says, that
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Chap. ii. Holy Spirit of God ; because by these novelties not

only are faithful populations unsettled, but infidels

also are deterred from believing. We pray also that you would

give orders that so many Bishops, who are detained at

Ariminum, among whom are numbers who are broken with

old age and poverty, may return to their own country,

lest the people of their Churches suffer, being deprived of

their Bishops. This, however, we ask again and again,

that nothing be innovated, nothing withdrawn ; but that

all remain incorrupt which has continued through the

times of the father of your sacred piety and your own

religious days ; and that your holy prudenpe will not per-

mit us to be harassed, and torn from our sees ; but that

we may without distraction ever give ourselves to the

prayers which we do always offer for your personal wel-

fare and for your reign, and for peace, which may the

Divinity bestow on you, according to your merits, pro-

found and perpetual ! But our legates will bring the sub-

scriptions and names of the Bishops and their titles, as

another letter informs your holy and religious prudence."

14. And the Decree of the Council ^ ran thus :

—

"As far as it was fitting, dearest brethren, the Catholic

Council has had patience, and has so often displayed the

Church's forbearance towards Ursacius and Valens, Ger-

minius, Cains, and Auxentius ; who by so often changing

what they had believed, have troubled all the Churches,

and still are endeavouring to introduce their heretical

spirit into Christian minds. For they wish to annul the

" This Decree is also here trans- proposed, acknowledges in parti-

lated from the original in Hilary, eular both the word and the

who has besides preserved the meaning of "substance:" " sub-
'

' Catholic Definition " of the stantise nomen et rem, a multis

Council, in which it professes its Sanctis Seripturis insinuatam men-
adherence to the Creed of Niesea, tibiis nostris, obtinero debere sui

and, in opposition to the Sirmian firinitatem." Fragm. vii. 3.

Confession which the Arians had
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formulary drawn up at Nic^ea, which was framed
?°5^ff-

against the Arian and the other heresies. They havc-

presented to us besides a creed drawn up by themselves,

which we could not lawfully receive. Even before tliis have

they been pronounced he"*etics by us, and tins has been

confirmed by a long period,—whom we have not admitted

to our communion, but by our separate voices condemned

in their own presence. Now then, give your judgment

on this matter afresh, that it may be ratified by the sub-

scription of each.

"All the Bishops answered—It seems good to us that

the aforenamed heretics should be condemned, that the

Church may remain in that unshaken faith, which is truly

Catholic, and in perpetual peace."

Matters at Ariminum then had this speedy issue ; for

there was no disagreement there, but all the Fathers with

one accord both put into writing what they decided upon,

and deposed the Arians.''

15. Meanwhile the transactions- in Soleucia the Rocky

were as follows : it was in the month called by the Romans

September, by the Egyptians Thoth, and by the Mace-

" Athanasius seems to have the news of this artifice and of

known no more of the proceedings the Council's distress in conse-

at Ariminum, which perhaps were quence, which Athanasius had just

then in progress, when he wrote heard. This he also seems to have

this Treatise ; their termination, inserted into his work, infr. pp.

as is well known, was very un- 118—122, upon the receipt of the

happy, " Ingemuit totus orbis," news of the mission of Valens to

says St. Jerome, " et Arianum se Constantinople, a mission which

esse miratus est," ad. Lucif. 19. ended in the giving way of the

A deputation of ten persons was Catholic delegacy. Upon his re-

sent from the Council to Constan- turning to Ariminum with the de-

tius, to which Valens opposed one legates and the Arian creed they

of his own. Constantius pre- had signed (vid. infr.), Valens,

tended the barbarian war, and partly by menaces and partly by
delayed an answer till the begin- sophistry, succeeded in procuring

ning of October, the Council hav- the subscriptions of the Council

ing opened in May. The Post- also to the same formula,

script to this Treatise contained
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CHAP. u. doiiians Gorpiasus,^ and the day of the month

according to the Egyptians the 16th, upon which

all the members of the Council assembled together. And

there were present about a hundred and sixty ; and whereas

there were many who were accused auiong tliem, and their

accusers were crying out against them, thereupon Acacius,

and Patrophilus, and Uranius of Tyre, and Eudoxius, who

usurped the Church of Antioch, and Leontius, and Theo-

dotus, and Evagrius, and Theodulus,^ and George who

has been driven from the whole world, pursue an un-

principled course. Fearing the proofs which their

accusers had to show against them, they employed for their

purpose the other section of the Arian party, those hire-

lings of impiety, who had been ordained by that Secundus,

whom the great Council had deposed,—such men as the

Libyan Stephen, and Seras, and Pollux, who were under

accusation upon various charges, next Pancratius, and

one Ptolemy a Meletian. Accordingly, to divert the

Fathers from the consideration of the charges lying

against them, they made a pretence of discussing the

8 Gorpiseus was the first month
of the Syro-Macedonie year among
the Greeks, dating according to the

era of the Seleucidte. The Roman
date of the meeting of the Council
was the 27th of September. The
original transactions at Ariniinum
had at this time been finished as

much as two months, and its

deputies were waiting for Con-
stantius at Constantinople.

8 There is little to observe of

these Acaeian Bishops in addition

to what has already been said of

several of them, except that George
is the Cappadociau, the notorious

intruder into the see of S. Atha-
nasius. The charges which lay

against them Were of various kinds.

Socrates says that the Acaeian
party consisted in all of about 36

;

other writers increase it by a few
more. The Eusebian or Court party
is here called Acaeian, and was Ano-
moean and Semi-arian alternately,

or more properly as it may be
called Homoean or Scriptural ; for

Arians, Semi-arians, and Auomce-
ans, all used theological terms as

well as the Catholics. The Semi-
arians numbered about 100, the

remaining dozen might be the

Egyptian Bishops who were zeal-

ous supporters of the Catholic

cause. However, there were be-

sides a few Anomoeans, or Arians,

as Athan. calls them, with whom
the Acacians now coalesced.

I
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question of faith, but it was clear they were doing
^'^^fg''^"

so from fear of their accusers ; and they took the

Ijart of the heresy, till at length they were left by them-

selves. For, whereas the supporters of the Acacians lay

under suspicion and were very few, but the others were

the majority, therefore the Acacians, acting with the bold-

ness of desperation, altogether denied the Nicene fornmla,

and censured the Nicene Council, while the others, who were

the majority, accepted the whole proceedings of the great

Council, except that they complained of the word, " Con-

substantial," as obscure and open to suspicion. AVhen

then time passed there, and the accusers pressed, and the

accused put in pleas, and thereby were led on further by

their impiety and blasphemed the Lord, thereupon the

majority of Ijishops became indignant, and deposed

Acacius, Patrophilus, Uranius, Eudoxius, and George

the contractor,^ and others from Asia, Tjeontius and Theo-

dosius, Evagrius and Theodulus, t:iul excommunicated

Asterius, Eusebius, Augarus, Basilicus, Phoebus, Fidelius,

Eutychius, and Magnus. And this the Bishops did on

their non-appearance, when summoned to defend them-

selves on charges which numbers preferred against them.

And they decreed that so they should remain, until they

made their defence and cleared themselves of the charges

brought against them. And after despatching the sen-

tence pronounced against them to the diocese of each,

they proceeded to Constantius, that most impious Augustus,

to report to him their proceedings, as they had been

ordered. And this w^as the termination of the Council in

Seleucia.

16. Who then but must approve of the conscientious

conduct of the Bishops who met at Ariminum ? who

endured such fatigue of journey and perils of sea, that

by a sacred and canonical resolution they might depose

• Pork contractor to the troops. Hist. Arian. 75, Naz. Orat. 21, 16.
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Chap. II. ^j^g Arians, and guard inviolate the definitions

of the Fathers. For each of them felt that, if

they undid the acts of theii' predecessors, they were afford-

ing a pretext to their successors to undo what they themselves

then were enacting. And who but must condemn such

sleight of hand as exercised by the party of Eudoxius and

Acacius, who sacrifice the honour due to their own fathers

to partisanship and patronage of the Ario-maniacs ? for what

confidence can be placed in their own acts, if the acts of

their fathers be undone ? or how call they them Fathers

and themselves their successors, if they set about impeach-

ing their judgment ? and especially what can Acacius say

of his own master, Eusebius,^ who not only gave his

subscription in the Nicene Council, but even in a letter

signified to his flock, that that was true faith, which the

Council had declared ? for, even if he explained himself

in that letter in his own way, yet he did not contradict

the Council's terms, but even charged it upon the Ariaus,

that their statement that the Son was not before His

generation was not even consistent with His being before

Mary.

17. What then will they now teach the people who have

received their past teacliing from them ? that the Fathers

have made a slip ? and how are they themselves to be

trusted by those whom they now teach not to follow their

own Teachers ? and with what faces too will they look

upon the sepulchres of the Fathers whom they now name

heretics ? And why do they abuse the Valentinians,

Phrygians, and Manichees, yet give the name of saint to

those whom they themselves think probably to have made

parallel statements ? or how can they any longer be

Bishops, if they were ordained by persons whom they now

accuse of heresy ? But if these were heterodox and their

definitions misled the world, then let their memory perish

- Vid. supr. pp. 15 and 55.
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altogether ; and while you are casting out their
f ^g^ff

•

books, go and cast out their relics too from the

cemeteries, so that one and all may know that they are

seducers, and that you are parricides. The blessed Apostle

approves of the Corinthians because, he says, ye rememher me

in all tliiiujii and keep the traditions as I delivered them to

you ; but they, as entertaining such thoughts of their prede-

cessors, will have the daring to say to their flocks just the

reverse :
" We praise you, not for ' remembering ' your

fathers, but rather we make much of you, when you do

not ' hold their traditions,' " And let them go on to cast a

slur on their own ignoble birth, and say, "We are sprung,

not of religious men but of heretics." For such language,

as I said before, is consistent in those who barter the good

name of their Fathers and their own salvation for Arianism,

and fear not the words of the divine proverb, 2'here is a

generation that curscih their father^ and the threat lying in

the Law against such.

18. They then, from zeal for the heresy, are of this

obstinate temper : you, however, be not troubled at it, nor

take their audacity for truth. For they dissent from each

other, and, whereas they have revolted from the Fathers,

are of no one opinion, but float about with various and

contrary changes.^ And, as quarrelling with the Council

of Nicffia, they have in consequence themselves held many

Councils, and have published a faith in each of them, but

have stood to none,—nay, they will never act otherwise,

for, seeking perversely, they will never find that Wisdom
which in truth they hate. I have accordingly subjoined

portions both of Arius's writings, and of whatever else

I could collect, of their publications in difi^erent Councils
;

whereby you will learn and wonder how it is that they

can stand out against an Ecumenical Council and their

own Fathers, without being overwhelmed by the effort.

3 Vid. Append. Arian leaders, Chameleons, &c.
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Chaptee III.

Chap. III. iq^ Arius and his friends thonght and pro-

fessed thus :
" God made the Son out of nothing,

and called Him His Son ; " " The Word of God is one of the

creatures ;" and '' Once He was not ;
" and " He is alterable

;

capable, when it is His will, of altering." Accordingly

they were expelled from the Church by Alexander of blessed

memory. However, Arius after his expulsion, when he was

living near the jiarty of Eusebius, drew up his heresy upon

paper, and imitating, in the character of his music, as if

on a festive occasion, no grave writer, but the Egyptian

Sotades, he writes at great length, for instance as follows :

—

20. Blasphemirs of Arms.

God Himself then, in His own nature, is ineffable by all

men.

Equal or like Himself He alone has none, nor one in

glory.

And Ingenerate we call Him, because of Him who is

generate by nature.

We praise Him as Unoriginate because of Him who has

an origin.

And adore Him as everlastiug, because of Him who was

born in time.

The Unoriginate made the Son an origin of things that

were brought into being
;

And advanced Him as a Son to Himself, begetting Him
to be such.

He has nothing proper to God in His proper subsistence ;

For He is not equal, no, nor consubstantial with Him.

Wise is God, for He is the teacher of Wisdom.

There is full proof that God is invisible to aU beings,

Both to things which are through the Son, and to the

Son is He invisible.
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I will say it expressly, how by the Son is seen ^^; '^^^•

the Invisible
; L_

By that power by which God sees, and in His own
measure,

Doth the Son endure to see the Father, as is lawful.

Thus there is a Triad, not in equal glories.

Not intermingling with each other are their subsistences.

One more glorious than the other in their glories unto

immensity.

Foreign to the Son in substance is the Father, for He is

Unoriginate.

Understand that the Monad was ; but the Dyad was not,

before it was in existence.

It follows at once that, when the Son was not, the Father is

already God.

Hence the Son, not being, (for He existed at the will of

the Father,)

Is God Only-begotten, and each is foreign from either.

Wisdom existed as Wisdom by the will of the Wise
God.

Hence He is conceived in numberless conceptions.

Spirit, Power, Wisdom, God's glory, Truth, Image, and
Word.

Understand that He is conceived to be Radiance and
Light.

One equal to the Son, the Supreme is able to generate.

But more excellent, or superior, or greater, He is not able.

At God's will the Son is what and whatsoever He is.

And when and since He was, from that time He has

subsisted from God.

He, being a strong God, praises in His degree the

Supreme.

To speak in brief, God is ineffable to His Son.

For He is to Himself what He is, that is, unspeakable.

So that nothing which relates to comprehension

G 2
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criAr. III. Does the Son understand to speak about ; for it is

impossible for Him
To investigate the Father wlio is by Himself.

For the Son Himself does not know His own substance,

For, being Son, He really existed at the will of the

Father,

How can it reasonably be, that He who is from the Father

Should know His own Parent by comprehension ?

For it is plainly impossible that what hath an origin

Should conceive how the Unoriginatc is.

Or should grasp the idea of Him.

21. And what they wrote by letter to Alexander of

blessed memory, the Bishop, runs as follows :

—

To ouf Blessed Pope^ and Bishoj), Alexander, the Presly-

ters and Deacons send health in the Lord.

Our faith from our forefathers, which also we have

learned from thee, Blessed Pope, is this :—We acknowledge

one God, alone Ingenerate, alone Everlasting, alone Tin-

originate, alone True, alone having Immortality, alone

Wise, alone Good, alone Sovereign ; Judge, Governor, and

Providence of all, unalterable and unchangeable, just and

good, God of Law and Prophets and New Testament

;

who generated an Only-begotten Son before eternal times,

through,whom He has made both the ages and the universe

;

and generated Him, not in seeming, but in truth ; and that

He made Him subsist at His own will, unalterable and

* TTttTT^. Alexander is also so 31. Augustine of Hippo, Hier.

called, Theod. Hist. i. 4, p. 749. Ep. 141 init. Lupus, Pragmatius,
Athanatius, Hieron. eontr. Joan. Leontius, Theoplastus, Eutropius,

4. Heraclas, also of Alexandria, &c. of Gaul, by Sidou. Apoll. Epp.
by Dionysius apud Euseb. Hist. vii. 5, &c. Eutyches, Archinuin-

vii. 7. Epiphanius of Cyprus, drite, Abraham Abbot, are called

Hieron. Ep. 57, 2. John of Jeru- by the same name, in the acts

salem, Hier. contr. Joan. 4. Cy- of Chalcedon.

prian of Carthage, Ep. ap. Cypr.
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unchangeable
; perfect creature of God, but not as

^^I's^lg'

one of the creatures ; offspring, but not as one o* —
things brought into being ; nor, as Valentinus pronounced, is

the offspring of the Father an issue ; nor, as Manichfeus

taught, is the offspring a consubstantial portion of the

Father ; nor is He as Sabellius said, dividing the One, a

Son-and-Father ;
^ nor as Hieracas speaks of one torch from

another, or as a lamp divided into two ; nor was He who
was before, afterwards generated or new-created into a

Son, a notion which, when advanced, thou too thyself,

Blessed Pope, in the midst of the Church and in Session

hast often condemned ; but, as we say, at the will of God,

created before times and before ages, and possessing

life and being from the Father, who gave subsistence to

His glories together with Himself. For the Father did not,

in giving to Him the inheritance of all things, deprive

Himself of what He has ingenerately in Himself; for He
is the fountain of all things.

"Thus there are Three Subsistences. And God, being

the cause of all things, is Unoriginate and altogether

Sole ; but the Son, being generated apart horn time by

tlie Father, and being created and established before

ages, was not before His generation, but being generated

apart from time before all things, He alone subsisted

by the act of the Father. For He is not eternal or

co-eternal or co-ingenerate with the Father, nor has He
His being together Avith the Father, as some speak of re-

lations,^ introducing two ingenerate origins, but God is

before all things as being a One and an Origin of all.

Wherefore also He is before the Son ; as we have learned

'' Vid. Append. rrpo/SoXt], v'lo- therein implied without naming.
TTardip, &e. Defens. F. N. iii. 9, § 4. Hence

'^ The phra.se tcl -rrpog ti Bull Arius, in his Letter to Eusebiu.s,
well explain.? to refer to the complains that Alexander says,

Catholic truth that the Father or dti u Sfot,', dtl 6 vloc. ufia Trnrfip,

Son being named, the Other is u/xa v'wg. Theod. Hist. i. 4.
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Chap. III. ^jgQ from thy preaching m the midst of tlie Church.

So far then as from God He has His being, and His

glories, and His life, and all things are delivered unto Him,

in such sense is God His origin, for He is above Him, as

being His God and before Him. But if the terms froyn

Him and from the U'omb, and / come forth from the Father,

and I am come, be understood by some to mean as if a

consubstantial part of Him, or as an issue, then the Father

is according to them compounded and divisible and

alterable and material, and, as far as their belief goes, has

the circumstances of a body, who is the Incorporeal God."

This is a part of what the Arians vomited from their

heretical hearts.

22. And before the Nicene Council took place, similar

statements were made by Easebius's party. Narcissus, Pa-

trophilus. Maris, Paulinus, Theodotus, and Athanasius of

Nazarba. And Eusebius of Nicomedia wrote over and

above to Arius, to this effect, " Since your views are right,

pray that all may adopt them ; for it is plain to any one, that

what has been made was not before its generation ; but

what came to be, has an origin of being." And Eusebius of

Ctesarea in Palestine, in a letter to Euphration the Bishop,

did not scruple to say plainly that Christ was not true

God. And Athanasius of Nazarba uncloaked the heresy

still further, saying that the Son of God was one of the

hundred sheep. For, writing to Alexander the Bishop, he

had the extreme audacity to say :
" Why complain of the

Arian party, for saying. The Son of God is made as a

creature out of nothing, and one among others ? For, all

that are made being represented in parable by the hundred

sheep, the Son is one of them. If then the hundred

are not created and brought into existence, or if there

be beings beside that hundred, then may the Son be not a

creature nor one among others ; but if those hundred are

all brought into being, and there is nothing besides the
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hundred save God alone, what extravao-ance do the ?"%^';-^'-

Arians utter, when, as comprehending and reckon-

ing Christ in the liundred, they say that He is one among
others ? " And George who now is in Laodicea, and then

was presbyter of Alexandria, and was staying at Antioch,

wrote to Alexander the Bishop, " Do not complain of the

Arians, for saying, ' Once the Son of God was not,' for

Esaias came to be Son of Amos, and, whereas Amos
was before Esaias came into being, Esaias was not before,

but came into being afterwards." And he wrote to the

Arians, "Why complain of Alexander your Father, say-

ing, that the Son is from the Father ? for you too need not

fear to say that the Son was from God. For if the

Apostle wi'ote. All things are from God, and it is plain

that all things are made of nothing, therefore, though

the Son too is a creature and one of things made, still He
may be said to be from God in that sense in which all

things are said to be from God." From him then the

Arians learned to be hypocrites, professing indeed the

phrase from God, but not in a right sense.' And George

himself was deposed by Alexander for certain reasons,

and among them for manifest impiety ; for he was himself

a presbyter, as has been said before.

23. In a word, then, such were their statements, as if

they all were in dispute and rivalry with each other

which should make the heresy more impious, and display

it in a more naked form. And as for their letters, I have

them not at hand, to despatch them to you ; else I would

have sent you copies ; but, if the Lord will, this too I will

do, when I get possession of them. And one Asterius

from Cappadocia, a many-headed^ Sophist, one of the

Eusebians, whom they could not advance into the Clergy,

as having sacrificed in the former persecution in the time

^ Vid. supr. p. 3C, and Euse- •* Viz. 'like the liydiM.

bins, ibid. 51, 52.
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Chap. III. ^f Constantius's grandfather, Avrites, with the coun-

tenance of the Eusebians, a sort of a treatise, which

was on a par with the crime of his sacrifice, but answered

their purpose ; for in it, after placing the locust and the cater-

pillar with or rather before Christ, and saying that Wisdom
in Gfod Avas other than Christ, and was the Framer as well

of Christ as of the world, he went round the Churches in

Syria and elsewhere, with introductions from the Euse-

bians, that, as he had once been at pains to deny the truth

so now he might make free with it. This audacious man
intruded himself into forbidden places, and seating

himself in the place set apart for Clerks,^ he read publicly

this treatise of his, in spite of the general indignation.

It includes many matters at great length, but portions of

it are as follows :

—

Passage from the Arian Asterius.

" For the Blessed Paul said not that he preached Christ,

His, that is, God's ' own power ' or ' Wisdom,' but

without the article, a power of God and a Wisdom of God,

thus preaching that the proper power of Clod Himself,

which is connatural and co-existent with Him ingenerately,

is something distinct, generative indeed of Christ, creative

of the whole world, concerning which he teaches in his

Epistle to the Romans, thus. The invisihle things of Him
from the creation of the loorld are dearly seen, 'behig under-

stood hy the things which are made, even His eterncd Power

and Godhead. For as no one would say that the Godhead

there mentioned was Christ, instead of the Father Himself,

° None but tho Clergy might ''t^ rrn/coi, to enter the Chiincel and

enter the Chancel, i.e. in Service then communicate. Can. 19, vid.

time. Hence Theodosius was also 44, Cone. t. 1, p. 788, 789.

made to retire by St. Ambrose. It is doubtful what orders the

Theod. V. 17. The Council of word hpanicoi is intended to in-

Laodicea, said to be held a.d. 372, elude. Vid. Bingham Antiq.

forbids anj' but persons in orders, viii. 6, § 7.
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SO, as I think, His eternal power is also not the ^"^^g^^^'-

Only-begotten God, but the Father who begat Him.

And he tells us of another Power and Wisdom of God,

namely, that which is manifested through Christ, and made

known through the works themselves of His Ministry."

And again :

—

Another Passaije.

"Although His eternal Power and Wisdom, which the

reasonings of Truth determine to be Unoriginate and In-

generate, would appear certainly to be one and the same,

yet many are those powers which are one by one created

by Him, of which Christ is the First-born and Only-

begotten. All, however, equally depend upon their

Possessor, and all His powers are rightly called His, who

has created and uses them ; for instance, the Prophet says

that the locust, which became a divine ixmishment of

human sins, was called by God Himself, not only the

power of God, but the great power. And the blessed

David, too, in many of the Psalms, invites, not Angels

alone, but Powers also to praise God. And while he

invites them all to the \\jmi\ of praise, he presents before

us their multitude, and is not unwilling to call them

ministers of God, and teaches that they do His will."

24. These bold words against the Saviour did not

content him, but he went further in his blasphemies, as

follows :
—

Another Pcfssage.

" The Son is one among others ; for He is first of things

made, and singular among intellectual natures ; and as in

things visible the sun is one among such as show them-

selves, and it shines upon the whole world according to the

command of its Maker, so the Son, being one among

intellectual natures, also enlightens and shines upon all

that are in the intellectual world."
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Chap. III. j^^^^ again he says, Once He was not, writing

thus :—" And before the Son's generation, the

Father had pre-existing knowledge how to generate ; since a

physician, too, before he cured, had the science of curing."

And he says again :
" The Son was created by God's earnest

beneficence ; and the Father made Him by the super-

abundance of His Power." And again :
" If the will of

God has pervaded all the works in succession, certainly

the Son too, being a work, has at His will come into

being and been made." Now though Asterius was the

only person to write all this, the Eusebians felt the like in

common with him.

25. These are the doctrines for which they are contend-

ing ; for these they assail the Ancient Council, because its

members did not propound the like, but anathematised the

Arian heresy instead, wliich these men were so eager to

recommend. On this account they put forward, as an

advocate of their impiety, Asterius who had sacrificed, a

sophist too, that he might not spare whether to speak

against the Lord, or by a show of reason to mislead the

simple. And they were ignorant, the shallow men, that

they were doing harm to their own cause. For the ill

savour of their advocate's idolatrous sacrifice, betrayed still

more plainly that the heresy is Christ's foe. And now

again, the general agitations and troubles which they are

exciting, are in consequence of their belief, that if they

commit enough murders, and hold synods enough month

after month, at length they will succeed in repealing the

sentence which has been passed against the Arian heresy.

But here, too, they seem ignorant, or to pretend ignorance,

that even before Nici\3a that heresy was held in abomina-

tion when Artemas^*^ was laying its foundations, and before

'° Artemas or Artemon was one century. Theodotns was another,

of the chiefs of a school of heresy and the more eminent. They
at Rome at the end of the second founded separate sects. Their
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him at the time of Caiaphas's assembly and that
^"Jg^lo"

of the Pharisees his contemporaries. And at all

times is this workshop of Christ's foes abominable, and will

not cease to be hateful, while the Lord's Name inspires

love, and the whole creation bows the knee, and confesses

tlutt Jesus Christ is Lord, to the (jJory of God the Father.

Chapter IV.

26. Yet so it is, they have convened successive Councils ^

against that Ecumenical One, and are not yet tired.^ After

main tenet is what would now be

called Unitarian ism, or that our
Lord was a mere man. Arteinas

seems to have been more known
in the East; at least is more fre-

quently mentioned in controversy

with the Arians, e.g. by Alex-
ander, Theod. Hist. i. 3, p. 739.

' The enumeration of Councils
and Creeds after the Nicene,

which follows, brings before us

very clearly the point in contro-

versy between Catholics and Eu-
sebians. It was not the question
of our Lord's divinity; this had
not required settling even at

Nicsea in 325. The assembled
Bishops at once reprobated the
heresies of Arius, but they found
that, whereas the heretics in fact

and in heart denied Him to be
more than the first of creatures,

they could hide their tenet in such
ambiguous phrases, and recom-
mend it by such pretentious con-

cessions and embellishments, and
throw it back into such implicit

forms, as to need, if it was to be
excluded from the Church, some
new, special, discriminating test

in the professions of faith

which the Church enforced.
Such, and such alone, was the
Homoiision ; both parties acknow-

ledged this ; in this they joined

issue. The aim then of the Eu-
sebians in these successive Councils

was to delude the Bishops of East
or West into giving up this test,

(which the Nicene Fathers had in-

serted into the Creed,) maintain-
ing for that purpose that it was
not necessary, and nothing but the
destruction of that happy peace
which at length after the trials

of three centuries Christians had
won, and that Athanasius was the
arch-enemy of the Church's wel-
fare, and must be summarily put
down.

- It will be observed that the

Eusebian or court party from 341
to 358, contained in it two ele-

ments, the more religious or Semi-
arian which tended to Catholicity,

and ultimately coalesced with it,

the other the proper Arian or

Anomoean, which was essentially

heretical. During the period
mentioned, it wore for the most
part the Wemi-arian profession.

Athanasius as well as Hilary does
justice to the real Semi-arians ; but
Athanasius does not seem to have
known or estimated the quarrel

between them and the Arians as

fully as Hilary. Accordingly,

while the former is bent in this
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ceiap. IV.
t^j^g Nicene, the Ensebians had 'been deposed ; how-

ever, in course of time they intruded themselves

without shame upon the Churches, and began to plot against

the Bishops who withstood them, and to place in the sees men
of their own heresy instead. Thus they thought to be able

to hold Councils at their pleasure, as having those who con-

curred with them, and whom they had ordained on purpose for

this very object. Accordingly, they assemble at Jerusalem,^

and there they A\Tite thus :

—

"The Holy Council assembled in Jerusalem by the grace

of God, to the Church of God which is in Alexandria, and

to all throughout Egypt, Thebais, Libya, and Pentapolis,

also to the Bishops, Priests, and Deacons throughout the

world, health in the Lord.

" To all of us who have come together into one place

from different provinces, to the great celebration, which we

have held at the consecration of the Saviour's Martyry,*

treatise in bringing out the great

fact of the variations of the here-

tical party, Hilary, wishing to

commend the hopeful Somi-arians

to the Gallic Church, makes
excuses for them, on the ground
of the necessity of explanations of

the Nicene formulary, "necossi-

tatem hanc furor hereticus im-

ponit." Hil. de Syn. 63, vid. also

62 and 28. At the same time,

Ath. (as will be seen iufr. ch. vi.)

treats individual Semi-arians with
most considerate forbearance, and
Hilary himself bears witness quite

as strongly as Athan. to the mise-

rable variations of the heretical

party, as Nazianzen in his well-

known declaration against Coun-
cils, " Never saw I Council brought
to a useful issue, nor remedying,

but rather increasing existing

evils." Ep. 130.
^ This Council at Jerusalem

was a continuation of one held at

Tyre at which Athan. was con-

demned. It was very numerously
attended ; by Bishops (as Euse-
bius says, Vit. Const, iv. 43), from
Macedonia, Pannonia, Thrace,

Asia Minor, Syria, Arabia, Egypt,
and Libya. One account spt^aks

of the number as being above 200.

Eus. says that an "innumerable
multitude from all provinces

accompanied them." It was the

second great Council in Constan-
tino's reign, and is compared by
Eusebius (invidiously) to the

Nicene, c. 47. At tnis Council

Arius was solemnly received, as

the Synodal Letter goes on to say.

' This Church, called the Mar-
tyry or Testimonj^ was built over

the spot made sacred by our
Ijord's death, burial, and resur-

rection, in commemoration of the

discovery of the Holy Cross, and
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built in honour of God the King of all, and of ^";.^j^^'-

His Christ, by the zeal of the most religious

Emperor Constantine, the grace of Christ provided an increase

of gratification, in the conduct of that most religious Emperor

himself, who, by letters of his own, to the banishing from

the Church of God of all jealousy, and driving far away all

slander, which has caused division among the members of

Christ for a long season, urged us, what was our duty, with

open and peaceable mind to receive Arius and his friends, whom
for a while jealousy which hates virtue had contrived to expel

from the Church. And the most religious Emperor bore testi-

mony in their behalf by his letter to the exactness of their

faith, which, after inquiry of them, and personal communi-

cation with them by word of mouth, he acknowledged and

made known to us, subjoining to his own letters their ortho-

dox teaching in writing,^ which we all confess to be sound

and ecclesiastical. And he reasonably recommended that

they should be received and united to the Church of God,

as you will know yourselves from the transcript of the same

Epistle, which we have transmitted to your reverences.

We believe that yourseh'es also, as if recovering the very

has been described from Eusebius heavens and upon earth
;

" after-

in the preface to the Translation wards it professes to have " re-

of S. Cyril's Catechetical Lectures, ceived the faith from the holy

p. xxiv. It was begun a.d. 326, Evangelists," and to believe "as
and dedicated at this date, a.d. all the Catholic Church and as

335, on Saturday, the 13th of the Scriptures teach." The Syno-
September. The 14th, however, is dal Letter in the test adds "apos-
the feast of the Exaltatio S. Crucis tolical tradition and teaching."

both in East and West. Arius might safely appeal to
5 This is supposed to be the Scripture and the Church for a

Confession which is preserved by creed which did not specify the

Socr. i. 26, and Soz. ii. 27, and point in controversy. In his letter

was presented to Constantine by to Eusebius of Nicomedia before

Arius in 330. It says no more the Nicene Council, where he does

than " And in the Lord Jesus state the distinctive articles of his

Christ His Son, who was begotten heresy, he appeals to him as a

from Him before all the ages Grod fellow pupil in the School of

and "Word, through whom all Lucian, not to tradition. Theod.
things were made, both in the Hist. i. 4.
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CHAP. IV. members of your own body, will experience great

joy and gladness, in acknowledging and recovering

your own bowels, your own brethren and fathers ; since not

only the Presbyters who are friends of Arius are given back

to you, but also the whole Christian people and the entire

multitude, which on occasion of the aforesaid men have a

long time been in dissension among you. Moreover it were

fitting, now that you know for certain what has passed,

and that the men have communicated with us and have

been received by so Holy a Council, that you should with

all readiness hail this your coalition and peace with your

own members, specially seeing that the articles of the faith

which they have published preserve indisputable the uni-

versally confessed apostolical tradition and teaching."

27. This was the first of their Councils, and in it they

were prompt in divulging their purpose, and could not

conceal it. For when, after the expulsion of Athanasius,

Bishop of Alexandria, they said they had banished all

jealousy, and went on to recommend the reception of

Arius and his friends, they showed that their measures,

whether against Athanasius himself then, or against all

the other protesting Bishops before, had for their object

to restore the Arians, and to introduce the heresy into the

Church. However, although they had sanctioned in this

Council all Arius's malignity, and had given their directions

to receive Ms party into communion, of which they had

set the example, yet feeling that even now they had not

done enough for their purpose, they assembled a Council at

Antioch under colour of the so-called Dedication ; ^ and,

" i.e. the dedication of the by more than 90 Bishops aecord-

Dominicum Aureum, which had ing to Ath. infr., or 97 according

been ten years in building. Vid. to Hilary de Syn. 28. The Euse-

the description of it in Euseb. bians had written to the Roman
Vit. Const, iii. 50. This Council see against Athan., and eventually

is one of great importance in the called on it to summon a Council,

history, though it was not attended Accordingly, Julius proposed a



COUNCILS HELD AT AEIMINUM AND SELEUCIA. 95

since they were in general and lasting odium for ^7-
'^^^^

their heresy, they published divers letters, some of
'-

this sort and some of that ; and this is what they wrote in

one of them :

—

First Confession, at Antioch.

"We have not been followers of Arius,—how, Bishops

as we are, could we follow a Presbyter ?—nor did we
receive any other faith beside that which has been handed

do-wn from the beginning.^ But after taking on ourselves

to examine and to verify his faith, we have admitted him
rather than follow him ; as you will understand from

our present avowals.

" For we have been taught from the first, to believe in

one God, the God of the Universe, the Framer and Provi-

dence of all things both intellectual and sensible.

" And in One Son of God, Only-begotten, existing

before all ages, and being with the Father who begat

Him, by whom all things were made, both visible and

invisible, who in the last days according to the good

pleasure of the Father came down, and took flesh of the

Virgin, and fulfilled all His Father's will ; and suffered

and rose again, and ascended into heaven, and sitteth on

the right hand of the Father, and cometh again to judge

Council at Rome ; they refused to Vid. note -.

come, and instead held this meet- '' The Council might safely ap-
ing at Antioch. Twenty-five peal to antiquity, since, with
Canons are attributed to this Arius in the Confession noticed
Council, which have been received supr. note ^, they did not touch
into the Code of the Catholic on the point in dispute. The
Church, though not as from this number of their formularies, three

Council, which took at least some or four, shows that they had a

of them from more ancient sources. great difficulty in taking any view
It is remarkable that S. Hilary which woidd meet the wishes and
calls this Council an assembly of express the sentiments of one and
Saints, de Syn. 32, but it is his all. The one that follows, which
course throughout to Icok at these is their first, is as meagre as

Councils on their hopeful side. Arius's, quoted note '.
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cnAP. IV. qniclv and dead, and remaineth King and God

Linto all ages.

" And we believe also in the Holy Ghost ; and if it be

necessary to add, we believe the doctrine of the resurrection

of the flesh, and the life everlasting."

28. Here follows what they published next at the same

Dedication in another Epistle, being dissatisfied with the

first, and devising something newer and fuller :

—

Second Gonfcsdoii,^ at Antiock.

" We believe, conformably to the evangelical and apos-

tolical tradition, in One God, the Father Almighty, the

Framer, and Maker, and Providence of the Universe, from

whom are all tilings.

" And in One Lord Jesus Christ, His Son, the Only-be-

gotten God, through whom are all things, who was begotten

before all ages from the Father, God from God, whole

from whole,® sole from sole, perfect from perfect, King

8 This formulary is that known Aeacius's, and that Aeacius attri-

as the Formulary of the Dediea- butes its language to Asterius.

tion. It is quoted as such by The Creed is of a much higher
Socr. ii. 39, 40. Soz. iv. 15, and cast of doctrine than the two
infr. § 29. Sozomen says that the former, containing some of the
Eusebians attributed it to Lueian, phrases which in the fourth
alleging that they had found a century became badges of Semi-
copy written by his own hand

;

arianism.

but he decides neither for or ° These strong words and those
against it himself. Hist. iii. 5. which follow, whether Lucian's or
And the Auctor de Trinitate (in not, mark the great difference be-
Theodoret's works, t. 5), allows tween this confession and the fore-

that it is Lucian's, but interpo- going. It would seem as if the
lated. Dial. iii. init. vid. Eoiith, Eusebians had at first tried the
Reliq. Sacr. vol. iii. p. 294-6, assembled Bishops with a nega-
who is in favour of its genuine- tive confession, and finding that
ness ; as are Bull, Cave, and S. they would not accept it, had been
Basnage. Tillemont and Cou- forced upon one of a more ortho-
stant take the contrary side ; the dox character. It is observable
latter observing (ad Hilar, de too that even the Council of Jeru-
Synod. 28) that Athanasius, salem but indirectly received the
speaks of parts of it as Confession on which they re-ad-
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from King Lord from Lord, Livins' Word, Liviiifr ^"- ^^n.

Wisdom, true Light, Way, Truth, Resurrection,

Shepherd, Door, both unalterable and unchangeal)le, unvary-

ing ^ Image of the Godhead, Substance, Will, Power, and

Glory of the Father ; the First-born of every creature, who
was in the beginning with God, God the Word, as it is

m-itten in the Gospel, And. the Word was God; by whom
all things were made, and in whom all things consist ; who
in the last days descended from above, and was born of a

Virgin according to the Scriptures, and was made Man,

Mediator between God and man, and Apostle of our faith,

and Prince of life, as He says, I came doani from heaven,

not to do Mine own will, hut the will of Him that sent Ale ,-

who suffered for us and rose again on the third day, and

ascended into heaven, and sat dowm on the right hand of

the Father, and is coming again with glory and power, to

judge quick and dead.

"And in the Holy Ghost, who is given to those who
believe, for comfort, and sanctification, and perfection, as

also our Lord Jesus Christ enjoined His disciples, saying.

Go ije, teach cdl ncdions, baptising them in the Name of the

FcUher, and the Son, and the Holij Ghost; of Father as

being truly Father, and of Son as being truly Son, and of

the Holy Ghost as lacing truly Holy Ghost, the names not

being given without meaning or effect, but denoting

accurately the peculiar subsistence, rank, and glory of each

that is named, so that they are three in subsistence, and

in agreement one.^

mitted Ariiis, though thoy gave - This phrase, which is of a
it a real sanction. The words more Arian character than any
"unalterable and unchangeable" other part of the Confession, is

are formal Anti-arian symbols, as justified by S. Hilary on the
the Tf}tiTTm> or alterable was one ground, that when th6 Spirit is

of the most characteristic parts mentioned, agreement is the best

of Arius's creed. symbol of unity, de Syn. 32. It
' Vid. ('(TTrtpaXXn/croc- is protested against in the 8ardi-

cnn Gonfe.ssion. Theod. Hist. ii.

H
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CHAP. IV. " Holding then this faith, and holding it in the

presence of God and Christ, from beginning to

end, we anathematise every heretical heterodoxy.' And if

any teaches, beside the sound and right faith of the Scrip-

tures, that time, or season, or age,^ either is or has taken

place before the generation of the Son, be he anathema. Or

if any one says, that the Son is a creature, as one of the

creatures, or an offspring as one of the offsprings, or a

work as one of the works, and does not hold the afore-

said articles one after another, as the divine Scriptures

luve delivered,^ or if he teaches or preaches beside what

we have received, be he anathema. For all that has been

delivered in the divine Scriptures, whether by Prophets or

Apostles, do we truly and conscientiously both believe and

follow."

29. And one Theophronius," Bishop of Tyana, put forth

in their presence the following statement of his personal

faith. And they subscribed it, accepting the faith of this

man :

—

6, p. 846. A .similar passage

occurs in Origon, contr. CoLs. viii.

12, with which Huet. Origon, ii. 2,

n, 3, compares Novatian, do Trin.

22. Tho Arians insi.stod on tho

"oneness in agreement " as a ful-

filment of such texts as "I and
My Father are one

;

" but this

subject will come before us, infr.

n. 54, and in Disc. ch. 26.
' The whole of these anathemas

are an Eusobian addition. The
Council anathematises " every

heretical heterodoxy
;

" not, as

Athanasius observes, supr. Arim.
9, the Arian.

* The introduction of these

words, "time," "age," &c., allows

them .still to hold tho Arian for-

mula "once He was not;" for our
Lord was, as they held, before

time, but still created. Vid. also

infr. note », p. 103.
5 This emphatic mention of

Scripture is also virtually an
Arian evasion ; to hold certain

truths, "rts Scripture has de-

livered," might either mean he-

cause and as in fact, or so far as,

or in the sense of Scripture, and
admitted of a silent reference

to themselves, as interpreters of

Scripture.
" Nothing is known of Theo-

phronius; his confession is in

great measure a relapse into

Arianism proper : that is, as far

as tho absence of charjjcteristic

symbols is a proof of a wish to

introduce tho heresy. For the

phrase " perfect God " vid. Append.
TtKuoQ.
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Third Gonfession, at Antioch.

"Clod knows, whom I call as a witness upon ^"•^^^'-

my soul, that so I believe :—in -God the Father

Almighty, the Creator and Maker of the Universe, from

whom are all things :

"And in His Son, the Only-begotten God, Word,

Power, and Wisdom, our Lord Jesus Christ, through

whom are all things ; who was begotten from the Father

before the ages, perfect God from perfect God, who was

with God in subsistence, and in the last days descended,

and was born of the Virgin according to the Scriptures,

and was made man, and suffered, and rose again from the

dead, and ascended into the heavens, and sat down on the

right hand of His Father, and cometh again with glory and

power to judge quick and dead, and remaineth for ever :

"And in the Holy Ghost, the Paraclete, the Spirit of

Truth, which also God promised by his Prophet to pour

out upon His Servants, and the Lord promised to send to

His disciples : which also He sent, as the Acts of the

Apostles witness.

"But if any one teaches, or holds in his mind, aught

lieside this faith, be he anathema ; or holds with Marcellus

of Ancyra, or Sabellius, or Paul of Samosata, be he anathema,

both himself and those who communicate with him."

30. Ninety Bishops met at the Dedication under the

Consulate of Marcellinus and Probinus, in the 14th of the

Indiction,^ Constantius the most irreligious being present.

Having thus conducted matters at Antioch at the Dedi-

cation, thinking that their composition was deficient still,

'' The commoncomont and the of 15 years, and began with the

origin of this mode of dating are month of September. St. Atha-
unknown. It seoms to have boon nasius is tho first ecclesiastical

introduced Ijotweon a.d. 313 and author who adopts it.

315. The Indictiou was a cj'clo

H 2



100 EPISTLE OF ATIIAXASIUS, OX THE

cnAP. IV.
f^j^(j jjQt ;iIto,2,cther clear as to their own view of

the doctrine, again they draw up afresh another

fornmlary, after a few months, professedly concerning the

faith, and despatch Narcissus, Maris, Theodorns, and Mark
into Gaiil.^ And they, as being sent from the Council,

deliver the following document to Constans Augustus" of

blessed memory, and to all who were there :

—

Fourth Confession,^ at Antiock.

"We believe in One God, the Father Almighty, Creator

« This ileputation had it in pur-

pose to gain the Einporor Con-
stans to the Eusobiau party. Tlioy

fomposed a new Confession with
this olijeet. Theodore of Hera-
(dea (who made commentaries on
Sfripturo and is said to have ]ieen

an elegant writer), Maris Jind Nar-

cissus, were all Eusebians ; but
Mark was a Bemi-arian. As yet

the Eusebian party were making
use of the Semi-arians, Irut their

]irofessed Creed had already much
(degenerated from Lucian's at the

Dedication.
8 Constans had lately become

master of two-thirds of the Em-
pire by the death of his elder

l)rothor Constantine, who had
made war upon him anil fallen in

an engagement. Ho was at this

time only 22 years of age. His
enemies represent his character

in no favourable light, but, for

whatever reason, he sided with
the Catholics ; and S. Athanasius,

who had been honourably treated

by him in Gaul, speaks of him in

the language of gratitude. In his

Apology to Constantius, he says,
'

' thy 1u'other of blessed memory
filled the churches with offerings,"

and he speaks of the '

' grace given

him through baptism," § 7. Con-
stans was murdered by Magnen-

tius in A.D. 350, and one of the
calumnies against Athan. was
that ho had sent letters to the

murderer.
' The 4th, r)th, and Gth Con-

fessions are the same, and with
these agrees the (Arian) Creed of

Philippopolis (a.d. 347, or 344
according to Mansi). These ex-

tend over a period of nine years
A.u. 342-351 (or 15 or 16 ac-

cording to ])aronius and Mansi,
who place the Gth Confession, i.e.

the 1st Sirmian, at 357, 358
respectively), and form the sta-

tionary period of Arianism. The
two parties of which the heretical

body Avas composed were kept
together, not only by the court,

but by the rise of the Sabellian-

ism of Marcellus (a.d. 335) and
Photinus (about 342). This too

would increase their strength in

the Church, and is the excuse,

which Hilary himself urges, for

their frequent Councils. 8till they
do not seem to be able to escapie

from the argument of Athana-
sius, that, whereas new Councils

are for new heresies, if only one
new heresy had risen, only one
new Council was necessary. If

these four Confessions say the same
thing, three of them must be super-

fluous, vid. infr. n. 37, p. 122.
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and Maker of all thinc's ; from whom all fatherhood ^"- ^^^'•
'^ \ § 25.

in heaven and on earth is named.

" And in His Only-begotten Son, onr Lord Jesus Christ,

who before all ages was begotten from the Father, God
from God, Light from Light, through whom all things

were made in the heavens and on the earth, visible and

invisible, being Word, and Wisdom, and Power, and Life,

and True Light ; who in the last days was made man for

us, and was born of the Holy Virgin ; who was crucified,

and dead, and buried, and who rose again from the dead

the third day, and Avas taken up into heaven, and sat down

on the right hand of the Father ; and is coming at the

end of the world, to judge quick and dead, and to render

to every one according to his works ; whose Kingdom
endures indissolul)ly into infinite ages ; for He shall be

seated on the right hand of the Father, not only in this

world but in that which is to come.

"And in the Holy Ghost, that is, the Paraclete; whom?

having promised to the Apostles, He sent forth after His

ascension into heaven, to teach them and to remind them of

all things ; through whom also shall be sanctified the souls

of those who sincerely believe in Him.
" Rut those who say, that the Son was from nothing, or

from other subsistence and not from God, and, there was

time when He was not, the Catholic Church regards as

aliens." ^

However, in spite of Llu^ identity whieh it eviules is our Lord's

of their Creed, the differenoe in eternal existence, substituting for

their Anathemas is very great, "once He was not," "there was
as we shall see. /iine when He was not," and

- S. Hilarjr, vid. Theol. Tracts, leaving out "before His gene-

p. 81, Ijy implication calls this the ration He was not," "created,"
Niccne Anathema ; and so it is in " alterable," and " mutable." It

the respects in which he speaks seems to have been considered
of it; Init- it omits many of the sufficient for Gaul, as worded here

;

Niceno clauses, and with them the for Italy, as in the 5th Confession
condemnation of many of the or Macrostich ; and for Africa, as

Arian articles. The especial point in the Creed of Philippopolif.
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CHAP. IV. gi As if dissatisfied with this, they hold their
'

meeting again after three years, and dispatch En-

doxius, Martyrius, and Macedonius of CiHcia, and some otliers

with them, to tlie parts of Italy, to carry with them a faith

written at great length, with numerous additions over and

above those which had gone before. They went abroad with

these, as if they had discovered something new.

Fifth Confession or Macrostich.

" We believe in one God the Father Almighty, the

Creator and Maker of all things, from whom all father-

hood in heaven and on earth is named.

"And in His Only-begotten Son our Lord Jesus Christ,

who before all ages was begotten from the Father, God

from God, Light from Light, by whom all things were

made, in heaven and on the earth, visible and invisible,

being Word, and Wisdom, and Power, and Life, and True

Liglit, who in the last days was made man for us, and was

born of the Holy Virgin, crucified and dead and buried,

and who rose again from the dead the third day, and was

taken up into heaven, and sat down on the right hand of

the Father, and is coming at the end of the world to judge

quick and dead, and to render to every one according to

his works, whose Kingdom endures unceasingly unto in-

finite ages ; for He sitteth on the right hand of the Father

not only in this age, but also in that which is to come.

"And we believe in the Holy Ghost, that is, the Para-

clete, whom, having promised to the Apostles, He sent

forth after the ascension into heaven, to teach them and to

remind them of all things : through whom also shall be

sanctified the souls of those who sincerely believe in Him.

"But those who say, (1) that the Son was from nothing,

or from other subsistence and not from God ; (2) and that

there was a time or age when He was not, the Catholic
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and Holy Church regurds as aliens. Likewise those '^"^' .j^"^'*'

who say, (3) that there are three Gods
; (4) or that

Christ is not God ; (5) or that before the ages He was neither

Christ nor Son of God ; ((5) or that Father and Son, m' Holy

Ghost, are the same ; (7) or that the Son is Ingenerate ;

(8) or that the Father generated the Son, not by choice

or will ; the Holy and Catholic Church anathematises.

" (1.) For it is not safe to say either that the Son is

from nothing, (since this is nowhere spoken of Him in

divinely inspired Scripture,) or again of any other subsist-

ence before existing beside the Father, but from God alone

do we define Him genuinely to be generated. For the

divine Word teaches that the Ingenerate and Unoriginate,

the Father of Christ, is One.^

"(2.) Nor may we, adopting the hazardous position,

' There was once when He was not,' from unscriptaral

sources, imagine any interval of time prior to Him, but

only that God generated Him apart from time ; for

through Him both thnes and ages came into being. Yet

we must not consider the Son to be co-unoriginate and

co-ingenerate with the Father ; for no one can be properly

called father or son of one who is co-unoriginate and

co-ingenerate with him.'* But we acknowledge that the

Father, who alone is Unoriginate and Ingenerate, hath

generated inconceivably and incomprehensibly ; and that

the Son hath been generated before ages, and in no wise

^ It is observable that here and thing must bo from God. Vid.

in the next paragraph the only Append. Eusebius.

reasons they give against using * They argue, after the usual

the only two Arian formulas which Arian manner, that the term

they condemn is that they are not '

' Son " essentially implies begin-

fou'nd in Scripture, which leaves ning, and excludes the title " co-

the question of their truth un- unoriginate ;
" whereas the Catho-

touched. Hero, in their explana- lies contended (supr. p. 85, note «),

tion of the eS, ovk ovtmv, or from that the word Father implied

nothing, they do but deny it with a continuity of nature, that is,

Eusebius's evasion ; that nothing a co-eternal existence with the

can be from nothing, and every Father.
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Chap. IV. ig ingeneratc Himself like the Father, but bad as

His origin tbc Fatber wbo generated Him ; for the

Head of Christ is God.

"(3.) Nor again, in confessing three ^ realities and three

Persons of the Father and the Son and the Holy (Ihost

according to the Scriptures, do we therefore make Gods

three ; since we acknowledge the Self-complete and In-

generate and Unoriginate and Invisible God to be one

only, the God and Father of the Only-begotten, which

Father alone hath being from Himself, and alone vouch-

safes this to all others bountifully.

" (4.) Nor again in saying that the Father of our Lord

Jesus Christ is one only God, the oidy Ingenerate ; do we

therefore deny that Christ also is God liefore ages : as the

disci[)les of Paul of Samosata, who say that after the incar-

nation He was by advance^ made God, from being by

nature a mere man. For we acknowledge, that tliough He
be subordinate to His Father and God, yet, being ])efore

ages begotten of God, He is God according to nature

perfect and true, and not first man and then God, Itut first

God and then becoming man for us, yet never having

ceased to l)e God.''

" (5.) We abhor besides and anathematise those who
make a pretence of saying that He is but the mere Word
of God and non-existent, having His being in another,

—

now as if pronounced, as some speak, now as mental,'^—liold-

''• TTpdyfiara icai TrpiKj.oTra. birth in the flesh, was bestowed
' tic Trpo/coTri/t', siipr. p. 25, note'. on Him iifter it. Thus "perfect
"These strong woi'ds Qibv Kara according to nature" and "true,"

(pvaiv TsXeiov icai aXijBi] arc of a will not be directly connected
different character from any which with "God" so ranch as opposed
have occurred in the Ariau Cou- to, "by advance," by "adoption,"
fessions. They can only l)e ex- &c. And it may be explained that
plained away by considering them the gift of grace is a new and
used in contrast to the Samosa- divine nature.
teno tloctrine

; I'aul saying that "^ Vid. tvSidOeTOc, Trpo^opticoc,

that dignity which the Arians Append;
ascribed to our Lord liefore His
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ill''' that He was not Cluist or Son of God or Media- i'".- ]^}^^-

tor or Image of God before ages ; but that He first — -

became Christ and Son of God when He took our flesh from

the Virgin, not four hundred years since. For they wiU have

it that then Clu'ist began His Kingdom, and that it will have

an end after the consummation of all and the judgment.^

Such are the disciples of Marcellus and Scotinus ^ of Gala-

tian Ancyra, who, ecjually with Jews, negative Christ's

existence before ages, and His Godhead, and unending

Kingdom, upon pretence of supporting the divine Monarchy.

We, on the contrary, regard Him not as simply God's

pronounced or mental word, but as Living God and Word,

existing in Himself, and Son of God and Christ ; being

and abiding with His Father before ages, and that not in

foreknowledge only, and ministering to Him for the

entire framing whether of things ^'isil)le or invisible. For

He it is to whom the Father said, Let us maJce uuui in

Our image, after Our likeness, who also was seen in His

own Person^ by the patriarchs, gave the law, spoke by the

^ This passage sooms taken from
Eiisebius, and partly from Mar-
eellus's own words, vid. Append.
8. Cyril speaks of his doetrino in

like terms. Catoch. xv. 27.
' i.e. Photinus of Hirmiiun, the

pupil of Marcellus, is meant, who
puldished his heresy about 3J3.

A similar play upon woi'ds is

found in the case of other names
;

though Lucifer seems to think
that his name was really Scotinus
and that his friends changed it,

de non pare. pp. 203, 220, 22G.
Thus Noetus is called dvoijTog.

Epiph. Hser. 57, 2 fin. and 8, and
Eudoxius, dSo^iog. Lucifer, pro
Athan. i. p. 65. Moriend. p. 258.
Eunomians among the Latins (by
a confusion with Auomcean),
avofioi, or sine lege, Cod. Can.

Ixi. 1, a,p. Loon. Op. t. 3, p. 443.
Vigilautius dormitantius, Jerom.
contr. Vigil, init. Aerius A'tpiov

wvtvjia i(Txiv. Epiph. Hier. 75,

6 fin. Of Arius, "Aptt,', a,of le, vid.

Append. Arius. Gregory, 6 vva-
TciZiov, Anast. Hod. 10, p. 186.

^ avroTrpoaMTTcog and so Cyril.

Hier. Catech. xv. 14 and 17. He
means, "not in personation ;

" and
Philo too contrasting divine ap-

pearances with those of Angels
;

Leg. Alleg. iii. 62. On the other

hand, Theophilus on the text, "The
voice of tlie Lord God walking in

the garden," speaks of the Word,
"assuming the per.sou, Trpt'xnowov,

of the Father," and "in the pcr.son

of God," ad Autol. ii. 22, the word
hardly having then its theologi-

cal sense.
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Chap. IV. Prophets, {iiid at last, became man, and manifested

His own Father to all men, and reigns to never-

eading ages. For Christ has taken no recent dignity, but

we have believed Him to be perfect from the first, and like

in all things to the Father.^

"(6.) And those who say that the Father and Son and

Holy Ghost are the same, and imi»iously understand the

Three Names of one and the same Reality and Person, we
justly forbid the Church, because they suppose the illimit-

able and impassible Father to be limitable withal and

passible through His becoming man : for such are they

whom the Latins call the Patropassians, and we Sabcllians.

For we acknowledge that the Father who sent, remained

in His own state of unchangeable Godhead, and that

Christ who was sent fulfilled the economy of the Incar-

nation.

" (7.) And at the same time those who irreverently say

that the Son was generated, not by choice or will, thus

encompassing God with a necessity which excludes choice

and purpose, so that He begat the Son unwillingly, we

account as most impious and alien to the Church ; in that

they have dared to define such things concerning God,

against the commonly received notions concerning Him,

nay, beside the purport of divinely inspired Scripture.

For we, knowing that God is absolute and sovereign over

Himself, have a religious understanding that He gene-

rated the Son voluntarily and freely ; yet, as avc have a

reverent belief in the Son's words concerning Himse'f,

Tke Lord hath created Me a heginniajj of His waijs for Hk
works, we do not understand Him to be generated, like

the creatures or works which through Him came into

'^

ofioiov Kara TvavTa. Here again of what may bo called the now
we have a strong Sorai-arian or Seiiii-arian school. Of course it

almost Catholic formula introduced admitted of evasion, but in its

by-the-byo, marking the prosceucc fulness it included "substance."
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being. For it is impious and alien to tlie ecclusias- ^"jg^"^"-

fcical faith to compare the Creator with handiworks -

created by Him, and to think that He has the same manner

of birth with the rest. For divine kScriptm-e teaches us

really and truly that the Only-begotten Sou was generated

sale and solely."*

"(8.) Yet,^ in saying that the Son is in Himself, and both

lives a::d exists, like the Father, we do not on that account

separate Him from the Father, imagining place and interval

between their union in the way of bodies. For we believe

that they are united with each other without any inter-

mediate or interval, and that they exist inseparably ; all

the Father embosoming the Son, and all the Son adhering

and clinging to the Father, and alone resting on the Father's

breast continually. Believing then in the all-perfect Triad,

the most Holy, that is, in the Father, and in the Son, and

in the Holy Ghost, and calling the Father God, and the

Son God, yet we confess in them, not two Gods, but one

dignity of Godhead, and one exact harmony of dominion,

the only Father being Head over the whole universe

wholly and over the Son Himself ; and the Son subordi-

nated to the Father, but, excepting Him, ruling over all

tilings after Him which through Himself have come to be.

* The Confession docs not hero The doctrine of the fiovoytvh:
con.mont on the Ciiiii.so iigjiiust Iiiis already partially conio Iwfore

our Lord's being Ingeuerate, hav- us, supr. pp. 20—22. Movuxj, not

ing already noticed it under para- as the creatures,

graph (2). It will be remarked ' This last paragraph is the
that it still insists upon the un- most curious of the instances of

scripturalnoss of the Catholic posi- the presence of this new and
tioas. The main subject of this nameless influence, which seems
paragraph, the 9eXr]ffEi yevvrjQiv, at this time to have been spring-

which forms great part of the ing up among the Eusebians, and
Arian question and controversy, showed itself by acts before it has
is reserved for Orat. iii. § 59, &c. a place in history. It is in its

(infr. pp. 191—204),in which Atha- very form an interpolation, and
nasius formally treats of it. He adding the Trepix^oprjmg, was vir-

treats of the text Prov. viii. 22, in tually an admission of the o^ioov-

Orat. i. and. ii.(infr. pp. 220—313). mov.
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cuAP. IV. r^i^fj bestowing the grace of tlie Holy Ghost bouiiti-

fully to the holy at the Father's will. For that

such is the account of the Divine Monarchy relatively

towards Christ, the sacred oracles have delivered to us.

"Thus much, in addition to the faith before published

in epitome, we have been compelled to draw forth at

greater length, not in any otficious display, but to clear

away all hostile suspicion concerning our opinions, among

those who are ignorant of what we really hold : and that

all in the West may know, both the audacity of the slan-

ders of the heterodox, and as to the Orientals, their

Christian and ecclesiastical spirit, to which the divinely

inspired Scriptures readily bear witness, when readers are

not i)erverse."

32. However, they did not stand even to this ; for agaiu

at Sirmium^ they met together^ against Photinus,''^ and

' Siriiiimii was a cii.y of lowui'

Paniiouia, nut far from the

Danube, aud it was the great
Imlwark of the lUyrian provinces
of the Empire. There Vetranio
assumed the purple ; and there

Coustantiiis was born. The fron-

tier war caused it to bo from time
to time the Imperial residence.

Wo hear of Constantius at Sir-

mium in the .summer of 357.
Ammian. xvi. JO. Ho also pa.ssed

there the ensuing winter, ibid,

xvii. 12. In October, 358, after

the Sarmatian war, he entered
Sirmium in triumpli, and passed
the winter there, xvii. 13 fin., and
with a short absence in tlio spring,

remained there till the end of

May, 359.
"^ For the chronology, &c., of the

various Confessions of Sirmium,
Petavius must be consulted, who
lias throv/u more light on the

sulijcL-t than any one else. lu

351, the Scmi-arian pjiriy was
still stronger than in 345. The
leading person in this Council
was Uasil of Ancyra, who is gene-
rally considered their head. Basil

held a disputation with Photinus.
iSilvauus too of Tarsus n(jw ap-

pears for the first time ; while,

according to Socrates, Mark of

Arethusa, who was more con-

nected with the Eusebians than
any other of his party, drew up
the Anathemas ; the Confession

used was the same as that sent to

Constans, that of the Council of

Philippopolis, and the Macrosfcich.
" There had been no imporlani.

Oriental Council held since that

of the Dedication ten years before,

till this of Sirmium (unless indeed

that of Philippopolis requires to

be mentioned, wliich was a se-

ce.ssion from liie Council of
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there comjwsed a Faith a^-ain, not draAvu out into ^'.J-^^f'''-

sucli length, nor so diflfuse ; but, subtracting the

greater part and adding something else, as if they listened

to the suggestions of others, they wrote as follows :

—

Sixlli, ('oiifpssioii (if Siiinlum, (fir>^f Sirmiaii).

"We believe iu
. One God, the Father Almighty, the

Creator and Maker of all things, //-ow. vliom iUe whole failwr-

liood in hcarpii and earth is named.

"And in His Only-begotten Son, onr Lord Jesus the

C'hrist, who before all the ages was begotten from the

Father, God from God, Light from liight, by whom all

things were made, in heaven and on the earth, visible and

invisible, being Word and Wisdom, and True Light and

Life, who in the last days was made man for us, and was

Sanlieii) : S. Hilary treats its creed

as a Catholic composition, de Syn.
39— Go. Philastrius and Vigi-

lius call the Council a meeting
of " holy Ijishops " und a " Catho-
lic Council," de Hoer. 65, and in

Eutych. V. init. "What gave a
character and weight to this

Council, which belonged to no
other Euseliian meeting, was, that
it met to set right a real evil, and
was not a mere pretence with
Arian objects. Photinus had now
been' eight or nine years in the
open avowal of his heresy, yet in

possession of his see. As to the
JJisliops present at this Sirniian

Council, we have thorn described
in Sulpitius: " Part of the Bishops
followed' Arius, and welcomed the
desired condemnation of Athana-
sius; part, brought together by
fear and faction, yielded to a party
spirit ; a few, to whom faith was
dear and truth precious, rejected
the unjust judgment." Hist. ii.

52: he instances Pauiinus of

Treves, whose resistance, however,
took place at Milan some years
later. Sozomen gives us a similar

account, speaking of a date a few
years before the Sirmian Council.
" The East," he says, " in spite of
its being in faction after the
Antiochene Council " of the De-
dication, "and thenceforth openly
dissenting from the Niceno faith,

in reality, I think, concurred in

the sentiment of tlie majority, and
with them confessed the Son to

be of the Father's substance ; but,

from contentiousne.ss certain of

I hem fought against the term
' Consubstantial ;

' some, as I

conjecture, having originally ob-

jected to the word—others from
habit—others, aware that the

resistance was unsuitable, leaned

to this side or that to gratify

parties ; and many thought it

M'cak to waste themselves in such
strife of words, and peaceably held

to the Nicene decision." Hist,

iii. 13.
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CHAP. IV.
Ijqj-j^ Qf t,}ic Holy Virgin, and crucified and dead

and ]:)uried, and rose again from the dead the

third day, and was taken up into heaven, and sat down on

the right liand of the Father, and is coming at the end of

the world, to judge quick and dciid, and to render to every

one according to his works ; whose Kingdom ceases not,

hut endures unto the infinite ages ; for He shall sit on the

right hand of the Father, not only in this age, but alco in

that which is to come.

" And in the Holy Ghost, that is, the Paraclete ; whom
having promised to the Apostles to send forth after His

ascension into heaven, to teach and to remind them of all

things. He did send ; through whom also are sanctified the

souls of those who sincerely believe in Him.
" (1.) But those who say that the Son was from nothing,

or from other subsistence and not from God, and that there

was time or age when He was not, the Holy and Catholic

Church regards as aliens.

" (2.) Again we say. Whosoever says that the Father

and the Son are two Gods, be he anathema.^

" (3.) And whosoever, saying that Christ is God,

before ages Son of God, does not confess that He sub-

served the Father for the framing of the universe, be he

anathema.^

" This Anathema, which has Lord a second and another God,
occurred in substance in the vid. Append. Euscbius. It will

Macrostich, and again infr. ho observed that this Anathema
Anath. 18 and 23, is a disclaimer contradict-s the one which imme-
on the part of the Eusobian party diately follows, and the 11th, in

of the charge with reason brought which Christ is called God

;

against them by the Catho- except on the one hand the

lies, of their in fact holding a Father and Son are one God,
supremo and a secondary God. which was the Catholic doctrine,

In the Macrostich it is dis- or, on the other, the Son is God
claimed upon a simple Arian in name only, which was the

basis. The Somi-ari;ins were pure Arian or Anomoean.
more open to this imputation

;

' Vid. Ministration.

Eusebius distinctly callin"; our
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" (4.) Whosoever presumes to say that the In- ^^-
^J'^'-

^renerate, or a part of Hhn, was born of Mary, be —
he anathema.

" (5.) Whosoever says that according- to foreknowledge

the Son is before Mary, and not that, generated from the

Fatlier before ages, He was with God, and that throv.gh

Him all things were brought into being, be he anathema,
" (6.) Whosoever shall pretend that the substance of God

was enlarged or contracted, be he anathema.

"(7.) Whosoever shall say that the substance of Gsd
being enlarged made the Son, or shall name the enlarge-

ment of His substance the Son, be he anathema.
" (8.) Whosoever calls the Son of God the mental or

pronounced Word,^ be he anathema.

" (9.) Whosoever says that the Son from Mary is man
only, be he anathema.

" (10.) Whosoever, speaking of Him who is from Mary God
and man, thereby means God the Ingenerate,^ be he anathema.

" (11.) Whosoever shall understand judaicaily as a

denial of the Only-begotten, liefore ages God, the words /
am fh? Firs! and I am the Last and besides Me there is no

God, which are said for the denial of idols and of gods

that are not, be he anathema.'*

" (12.) Whosoever, because it is said The Word tvas made
flesh, shall consider that the Word was changed into flesh,

or shall say that He underwent an alteration in taking

flesh, be he anathema."*

2 Viil. tv^iaQiTOQ. against ApoUinaris, " Idle then
' Vid. dytvvTjrov. is the fiction of the Arians,
* 'I'he 12th and 13th Anathemas who suppose that the Saviour

are intended to moot the charge took flesh only, impiously
which is referred to infr. p. 116, imputing the notion of suffering
note ^, vid. Append. Sahdllus, to the impassible godhojul."
that Arianism involved the Contr. Appollin. i. 15, vid. also
doctrine that our Lord's divine Ambros. de Fide, iii. 31. Salig
nature suffered. Athanasius in his de Eutychianismo ante
brings this accusation against Eutychcn takes notice of none of
them distinctly in his work the passages in the text.
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coAP. IV. "(13.) Whosoever, as hearing the Only-begotten

Son of God was crucified, shall say that His God-

head underwent corruption, or passion, or alteration, or

diminution, or destruction, be he anathema,

" (IJr.) Whosoever shall say that Let Us malce man was

not said by the leather to the Son, but by God to Himself,

be he anathema.^

"(15.) Whosoever shall say that Abraham saw, not the

Son, but the Ingenerate God or part of Him, be he

anathema.

"(IG.) Whosoever shall say that with Jacob, not the Son

as man, l)ut the Ingenerate God or part of Him, did

wrestle, be he anathema.

'(17.) Whosoever shall explain. The Lord rained fire from

the Lord, not of the Father and the Son, and says that He
rained from Himself, be he anathema. For the Son who
is Lord rained from the Father who is Lord.

"(18.) Whosoever hearing that the Father is Lord and

the Son Lord and the Father and Son Lord, for there is

Lord from Lord, says there are two Gods, be he anathema.

For we do not rank the Son with the Father, but we consider

Him as subordinate to the Father ; for He did not descend

upon Sodom without the Father's will, nor did He rain

from Himself, but from the Lord, that is, the Father

authorising it. Nor is He of Himself set down on the

right hand, but He hears the Father saying, Sit Thou on

My rvjht hand.

" (19.) Whosoever says that the Father and the Son and

the Holy Ghost are one Person, be he anathema.

5 This anathema is directed mighty God spoke to the Angels,

against the SalioUians, especially Basil. Hexaem. fin. Others that

Marcellus, who held the very the plural was used as authorities

opinion which it denounces, that on earth use it in way of dignity,

the Almighty God spake with Theod. in Gen. 19. Vid. App.
Himself. Euseb. Elecles. Thool. Mim'sfnifion.

ii. 15. The Jews said tliat Al-
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"(l>0.) Whosoever, speaking of the Holy Ghost ed.ben.

as Paraclete, shall speak of the Ingcnerate God,

be lie anathema.

"(21.) Whosoever shall deny, what the Lord taught us,

that the Paraclete is other than the Son, for He hath said.

And another Paraclete shall the Father send to you whom I

will ask, be he anathema.

"(22.) Whosoever shall say that the Holy Ghost is part

of the Father or of the Son, be he anathema.

" (23.) Whosoever shall say that the Father and the Son

and the Holy Ghost be three Gods, be he anathema.

" (24.) Whosoever shall say that the Son of God at the

will of God came into being, as one of the things made, be he

anathema.

" (25.) Whosoe^'er shall say that the Son was generated,

the Father not willing ^ it, be he anathema. For not by

compulsion, forced by physical necessity, did tlie Father,

as unwilling, generate the Son, but He both willed,

and, after generating Him from Himself apart from time

and any affection, manifested Him.

"(26.) Whosoever shall say that the Son is ingenerate

and unoriginate, as if speaking of two unoi'iginate and

two ingenerate, and making two Gods, be he anathema.

For the Son is the Head, that is, the origin of all : and

God is the Head, that is, the origin of Christ ; for thus to

one unoriginate origin of the universe do w^e religiously

refer all things through the Son,

" (27.) And in accurate delineation of the idea of Chris-

tianity we say this again : Whosoever shall not confess

that Christ is God, Son of God, and before ages, and

that He subserved the Father in the framing of the

Universe, but shall say that from the time that He was

born of Mary, from thence He was called Christ and

Son, and took an origin of being God, be he anathema."

s Vid. infr. Disc. eh. 9, p. 193, &c.

I
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cuAP. IV.
3;3, Casting aside the whole of this, as if they

had discovered something better, they propound

another Faith, and vnito at Sii'miuni in Latin wiiat is here

translated into GreekJ

Seventh Confession; at Sirmiam, (second Sirmian).

"Whereas it has seemed good that there should be

some consideration concerning faith, all points have been

carefully investigated and discussed at Sirmium in the

presence of Valens, and Ursacius, and Germinius, and

the rest.

"It is held for certain that there is one God, the

Father Almighty, as also is preached in all the world.

"And His one Only-])egotten Son our Lord Jesus

Christ, generated from Him before the ages ; and that we

may not speak of two Gods, since the Lord Himself has

said, I go to My Father and your Father, and My God and

your God. On this account He is God of all, as also the

Apostle has taught : Is He God of the Jeivs only, is He
not also of the Gentiles ? yes of the Gentiles also : since there

is one God who shall justify the circumcision from faith, and

the uncircumcision through faith ; and everything else

agrees and has no ambiguity.

"But since many persons are disturbed by questions

concerning what is called in Latin ' Substantia,' but

in Greek ' Usia,' that is, to make it understood more

exactly, as to ' Consubstantial,' or what is called, ' Like

'' The Creed which follows was date, calls this a " blasphemia,"

not put forth by a Council, but and upon it followed the Semi-
at a meeting of a few Arian arian Council by way of protest

Bishops, and the author was at Ancyra. St. Hilary tells us

Potamius, Bishop of Lisbon. It that it was the Confession which
is important as marking the open Hosius was imprisoned and tor-

separation of the Eusebians or tured into signing. There is no

Acacians from the Somi-arians, proof that it is the one which Pope
and their adoption of Anomcean Liborius signed ; but according

tenets. Hilary, who defends the to Athanasius, ho signed an Arian

Euscbian Councils up to this Confession about this time.
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in substance,'^ there ought to be no mention of ^"j g^'"'*'-

any of these at all, nor exposition of them in the

Church, for this reason and for this consideration, that in

divine Scripture nothing is written about them, and that they

are above men's knowledge and above men's understand-

ing ; and because no one can declare the Son's generation,

as it is written. Who shall declare His genemtion ? for it is

plain that the Father only knows how He generated the

Son, and again the Son how He has been generated by
the Father. And to none can it be a question that the

Father is greater : for no one can doubt that the Father

is greater in honour and dignity and Godhead, and in

the very name of the Father, the Son Himself testifying,

I'he Father that seat Me is greater than I. And no one is

ignorant that it is a Catholic doctrine, that there are two
Persons " of Father and Son, and that the Father is greater,

and the Son subordinated to the Father together with all

things which the Father subordinated to the Son, and that

the Father has no origin, and is invisible, and immortal,

and impassible ; but that the Son has been generated from
the Father, God from God, liight from Light, and that

His generation, as aforesaid, no one knows, but the Father

only. And that the Son Himself and our Lord and God,
took flesh, that is, a body, that is, from Mary the Virgin,

as the Angel heralded beforehand ; and as all the Scrip-

tures teach, and especially the Apostle liimself, the doctor

of the Gentiles, Christ took manhood ^ of Mary the Virgin,

through which He suffered. And the whole faith is

summed up, and secured in tliis, that a Triad should ever

be preserved, as we read in the Gospel, Go ye and baptise

all the nations in the Name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Ghost. And entire and perfect is the number of

the Triad ; but the Paraclete, the Holy Ghost, sent forth

Ojjoovaiov and nfiowvcnov. ' dvO/)

12
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Chap IV. tlirougli the Sou came iiccordiiig to the pnjinise,

that He miglit teach and sanctify the Apostles and

all believers." ^

84. After drawing' np this, and then becoming dissatis-

fied, they composed the faith which to their shame they

paraded with " th(! Consulate." And, as is their wont,

condemniug this also, they caused Martin iau the notary to

seize it from the parties who had tlie copies of it.^ And
having got the Emperor Constantius to put forth an edict

against it, they form another dogma afresh, and with the

addition of certain expressions, after their way, they

write thus in Isauria.

Ninth, ('(uifcs.sio/), at Sf'Icucia {rid. si/jtr. ji. 71).

We refuse not to publish the authentic Faith published

^ It will be observed that this

Confession ; 1. liy denying " two
Grods, " and declarin^j; that the One
God is the God of Christ, implies

that our Lord is not God. 2. It

says tliat the word " sulistanee,"

and its compounds, ought not to

bo used, as jjeing unscriptural,

mysterious, and leading to dis-

turbance ; 3. it holds that the

Father is greater than the Son
" in honour, dignity, and G(jd-

head ;
" 4. that the Son is sub-

ordinate to the Father, together

with all other things ; 5. that it is

the Father's characteristic to be in-

visible and impassiljle. On the

last head, vid. supr. p. Ill, note *,

and Sahellius. They also say that

our Lord, hominom suscepisso per
qiiem covipassus est, a word whicli

Phoel)adius condemns in his re-

marks in this Confession. It may
be observed also that Phccbadius
at the same time uses the word
" spiritus " in the sense of Hilary
and the Ante-Nicene Fathers, in

a connection which at once ex-

plains the obscure words of the

supposititious Sardican Confession,

and turns them into an(jtlier evi-

dence of this additional heresy

involved in Arianism. " Impassi-

bilis Deus," says Phcebadius,
" quia Deus Spiritus . . . non
ergo passibilis Dei Spiritus, licet

in homino suo passus." That is,

the nature of a soul is passibilis,

and therefore the Divine Word,
which is impassihilis, cannot take

the place of a soul in the Person
of Emmanuel. Now the Sardican

Confession is thought ignorant, as

well as unauthoritative (e.g. by
Natalis. Alex. Sa?c. 4, Diss. 29),

because it imputes to Valens and
Ursacius the following belief,

whicli he supposes to bo Patripas-

sianism, but which exactly answers
to this aspect and representation

of Arianism : on 6 \6yog Kai on rb

TTi'tVfia Kcd laTcivpioQrf kuI iaipdyq

Kcd cnrtOavEV Kcii avioTTf. Theod.
Hist. ii. 6, p. 844.

^ Some critics suppose that the

transaction really belongs to the

second instead of the third Con-
fession of Sirmixim. Socrates con-

nects it with the second. Hist. ii.

30. Vid. supr., pp. 70, 71.
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at the Dedication at Antioch;^ thouo-h certainly ed ben.
" •'4 2!).

our Fathers at the time met together for a par-

ticular subject under investigation. But since One-in-subr

stance, and Like-in-substance, have troubled many persons

in times past and up to this day, and since moreover some

are said recently to have devised the Son's Unlikeness to

the Father, on their account we reject " One-in-substance

"

and ",Like-in-substance," as alien to the Scriptures, but

" Unlike " we anathematise, and account all who profess

it as aliens from the Church. But the " liikeness " of the

Son to the Father, we distinctly confess according to the

Apostle, who says of the Son, Who is the Imaijc of the

Invisible God.

And we confess and believe in one God, the Father

Almighty, the maker of heaven and earth, of all things

visible and invisible.

And we believe also in our Lord Jesus Christ, His Son,

generated from Him impassibly before all the ages, God the

Word, God from God, Only-begotten, Light, Life, Truth,

Wisdom, Power, through whom all things were made, in

the heavens and ou; the earth, whether visible or invisible.

He, as we believe, at the end of the world, for the abo-

lition of sin, took flesh of the Holy Virgin, and was made

man, and suffered for our sins, and rose again, and was

taken up into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of

the Father, and is coming again in glory, to judge quick

and dead.

1 The Somi-arian majority in the end of the present they pro-
tho Council had just before been fess that the two aro substantially
confirming the Creed of the Dedi- the same. They seem to mean
cation ; hence this beginuinp;, that they are both Homcean or
vid. supr. p. 77, note ''. They Scriptural Creeds ; they differ in

had first of all offered to the that the latter, as if to propitiate

Council the third Sirmian, or the Semi-arian majority, adds an
"Confession with a Date," supr. anathema upon Auoma^in as well

p. 71, which their coadjutors offered as on the Hdmoiision and Ilomani-
at Ariminum, Soz. iv. 22, and at siou.
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OHAP. IV. ^^Q believe also in the Holy Ghost, which our

Saviour and Lord named Paraclete, having pro-

mised to send Him to the disciples after His own departure,

as He did send ; through whom He sanctifieth all in the

Church who believe and are baptised in the name of

Father and Son and Holy Ghost.

But those who preach aught besides this Faith the

Catholic Church regards as aliens. And that this faith

is the equivalent of that which was published lately at

Sirmium, under sanction of his religiousness the Emperor,

is plain to all who read it.

35. Having written thus in Isauria, they went up to

Constantinople,^ and there, as if dissatisfied, they changed

it, as is their wont, and, with certain additions against

^ These two sections seom to

have been inserted by Athan.
after his letter was finished, and
contain later occurrences in the

history of Ariniinum than wore
contemplated when he wrote
Bupr. ch. ii. 15, 16, vid. note '',

p. 'i7. In this place Athan. dis-

tinctly says, that the following

Confession, which the Acacians
from Seloucia adopted at Con-
stantinople, was transmitted to

Ariminura, and there forced upon
the assembled Fathers. This is

not inconsistent with what seems
to be the fact, that the Confession

was drawn up at a Council held

at Nice in Thrace near Adrianople
in Oct., 359, whither the deputies

from Ariniinum had been sum-
moned by Constantius, vid. Hilar.

Fragm. viii. 5. There the depu-
ties signed it, and thence they
took it bjick to Ariniinum. In

the beginning of the following

year 360 it was confirmed by a

Council at Constantinople, after

the termination of that of Arinii-

num, and to this confirmation

Athanasius refers. Socrates says,

Hist. ii. 37 fin., that they chose
Nice in order to deceive the igno-

rant with the notion that it was
Nicsea, and their creed the Nicene
faith, and the place is actually

called Niccea, in the Acts of Arinii-

num preserved by Hilary, p. 1346.
Such a measure, whether or not
adopted in matter of fact, might
easily have had success, consider-

ing the existing state of the West.
St. Hilary de Syn. 91, and ad
Const, ii. 7, had not heard the
Nicene Creed till ho came into

Asia Minor, a.d. 356, and he says

of his Gallic and British brethren
" blessed ye in the Lord and
glorious, who hold the perfect and
apostolic faith in the profession

of your conscience, and up to this

time know not creeds in writing,"

de Syn. 63. It should be added
that at this Council Ulphilas the

Apostle of the Goths, who had
hitherto followed the Council of

Nica?a, conformed, and thus
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using even " Subsistence " of Father, Son, and Holy ^"29-^0.'

Ghost, they transmitted it to the Council at

Ariminum, and compelled even the Bishops in those parts

to subscribe it, and those who contradicted them they got

banished by Constantius, And it runs thus :

—

Tenth Confession at Nice ami Constantinople.

"We believe in One God the Father Almighty, from

whom are all things ;

" And in the Only-begotten Son of God, begotten from

God before all ages, and before all origin, through whom

all things were made, visible and invisible, and begotten

as Only-begotten, only from the Father only,*' God from

God, like to the Father that begat Him according to the

Scriptures ; whose generation no one knows, except the

Father alone who begat Him. He, as we acknowledge,

the Only-begotten Son of God, the Father sending Him,

came liither from the heavens, as it is wi'itten, for the un-

doing of sin and death, and was born from the Holy

Ghost, of Mary the Virgin according to the flesh, as it is

written, and lived with His disciples, and having fulfilled

the whole economy according to the Father's will, was

became the means of spreading created by the Father alone; all

through his countrymen the Creed other things being created by the

of Ariminum. Father, not alone, but through
•^ fiovoQ tK fiovov. Though this Him whom alone He had first

is an Homoean or Acacian, not an created, vid. Cyril. Thesaur. 25,

Anomoean Creed, this phrase may p. 239. St. Basil observes that

be considered a symptom of if this be a true sense of fiovo-

Anomoean influence; ^ovoq irapa, yfvr)g, then no man is such, e.g.

or iiTTo, fiovov being one special Isaac, as being born of two,

formula adopted by Eunomius, contr. Eunora. ii. 21. Acacius

explanatory of fiovoysvljQ, in ac- has recourse to Gnosticism, and
cordanco with the original Arian illustrates the Arian sense by the

theory, mentioned de Deer, n. 12, contrast of the Trpo(3o\i) of the

supra, p. 20, that the Son was ^ons, which was Ik TroWiHv, ap.

the one instrument of creation. Epiph. Hajr. 72, 7, p. 839.

Eunomius said that Ho alone was
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Chap. IV. crucified and dead and buried and descended to

the parts below the earth ; at whom liell itself

shuddered : who also rose from the dead on the thu'd day,

and remained with the disciples, and, forty days being ful-

filled, was taken up into the heavens, and sitteth on the

right hand of the Father, to come in the last day of the

resurrection in the Father's glory, that He may render to

every man according to his works.

" And in the Holy Ghost, whom the Only-begotten Son

of God Himself, Christ, our Lord and God, promised to

send to the race of man, as Paraclete, as it is written, the

Spirit of Truth, which He sent unto them when He had

ascended into the heavens.

"But the name of 'Substance,' which was set down by

the Fathers in simplicity, and being unknown by the

people, caused .offence, because the Scriptures contain it

not, it has seemed good to take away, and for the future to

make no mention of it at all ; since the divine Scriptures

have made no mention of the Substance of Father and

Son. For neither ought Subsistence to be named con-

cerning Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. But we say that

the Son is Like-the-Father, as the divine Scriptures say

and teach ; and all the heresies, both those which have

been afore condemned already, and whatever are of

modern date, being contrary to this published statement,

be they anathema." ^

" ITore as before, instOiad of proscrilied symbols, vid. also ad
speaking of Ariauism, the Con- Afros. 4. The olrject of siippres-

fession anathematises all heresies sing vTvoaraaiQ, seems to have
vid. siipr. p. 98, note I It will been that, since the Creed, which
be olisei'ved that for " I/ike in was written in Latin, was to go
all things," which was contained to Ariminum, the AVest might be
in the Confession (third Sirniian) forced to deny the Latin version
first submitted to the Ariminian or equivalent of o^ioovmov, iinius

Fathers, is substituted simply substantite, or hypostasis, as well
"Like." Moreover, they include as the Greek original. This cir-

hypostasis or subsistence, though cumstance might lie added to

a Scripture term, in the list of tliose in the Translator's "Tracts
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?>G. However, they did not stand even to this ;
^"- ^'^^

'' ' §30—31.
for coming down from Constantinople to Antioch,

tliey were dissatisfied that they liad written at all that the Son

was " Like-the-Father, as the Scriptures say ; " and putting

their ideas upon paper, they set about reverting to their

first doctrines, and said that the Son is altogether

Unlike-the-Father, and that the Son is in no manner
Like-the-Father, and so much did they change, as to

admit those who spoke the Arian doctrine nakedly, and

to make over to them the Churches, with licence to bring

forward the words of blasphemy with impunity.^ Because

then of the extreme shamelessness of their blasphemy

they were called Anomceans by all, having also the name
of Exucontian,^ and the heretical Constantius for the

patron of their impiety, who persisting up to the end in

impiety, and on the point of death,^ thought good to be

Thcol." pp. 78, &c., to .show that in

the Niccne formulary substance

and subsistence are .synonymou.s.

* Acaciu.s, Eiidoxiiis, and the

rest, after ratifjnno; at Constan-

tinople the Creed framed at Nice
and .suliscribed at Ariminum,
appear next at Antioch a year

and a half later, when they throw
off the mask, and avowing the

Anomcean Creed, "revert," as

St. Athanasius says, " to their

fir.st doctrines," i.e. those with
which Ariiis .started. The Ano-
mcean doctrine, it may be ob-

served, is directly opposed rather

to the HomcBusian than to the

Homoiision, as indeed the very
symbols show ;

" unlike in sub-

stance," l>eing the contrary to

"like in substance." It doulttless

frio-htened the Semi-arians, and
hastened their return to the
Catholic doctrine.

^ From i'£, oi'K ovtmv, '

' out of

nothing-," one of the original
Arian positions concerning the
Son, supr. Euc. p. 4, note ', Theo-
doret says, that they were also
called Exacionita?, from the
name of their place of meeting,
Httr. iv. 3, and Du Cange con-
firms it so far as to show that
there was a place or quarter of
Constantinople called Exocionium
or Exacionium.

' Nothing is more instructive
in the whole of this eventful
hi.story than the complication of
hopefulness and deterioration in

the Oriental party, and the ap-
parent decline yet advance of the
truth. Principles, good and liad,

were developing on both sides

with energy. The fall of Hosius
and Liberius, and the disastrous

event of Ariminum, are close

before the ruin of the Eusebian
]iower. At this critical moment
Cou.stantius died, when the cai)se
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CHAP. IV. baptised ; not however by religious men, but by

Euzoius, who for his Arianism had been deposed,

not once, but often, both when he was a deacon, and when

he was in the see of Antioch.

37. The forementioned parties then had proceeded thus

far, when they were stopped and deposed. But vrell I

know, not even under these circumstances will they stop,

as many liave already played the hypocrite,^ but they will

always be making parties against the truth, until ^ they

return to themselves and say, " Let us rise and go to our

fathers, and say unto them. We anathematise the Arian

heresy, and we acknowledge the Nicene Council
; '' for

against this is their quaiTcl. Who then, Avith ever so

little understanding, will bear them any longer ? who en

witnessing in every Council some things taken away an^

others added, does not comprehend the deep and festering

treachery of their hearts in regard of Christ ? who on

seeing them stretching out to so great a length both their

of truth was only not in the itself; for Constantius died a.d.

lowest stiite of degradation, 361.

hocauso a party was in authority ^ Vid. Hypocruy,
and vigour who could reduce it ^ He is here anticipating the
to a lower still ; the Latins com- return into the Church of those
mitted to an Anti-Catholic Creed, whom he thus censures. In this

the Pope deluded, Hosius fallen sense, though with far more
and dead ; Athanasius wander- severity in its language, the
ing in the deserts, Arians in the writer of a Tract, imputed to

sees of Christendom, and their Athan. against the Catholicising

doctrine growing in blasphemy, Somi-arians of 363, entitles it

and their profession of it in " On the hypocrisy of Meletius
boldness, every day. The Em- and Eusebius of 8amosata." It

peror had come to the throne is remarkable that what Athan.
almost when a boy, and at this here predicts was fulfilled to the
time was but 44 years old. letter, even of the worst of these

In the ordinary course of things "hypocrites." For Acacius him-
he might have reigned till, self, who in 361 signed the
humanly speaking, orthodoxy was Anomcean Confession above re-

extinct. This passage shows corded, was one of those very men
that Athanasius did not insert who accepted the Homoiision with
these sections till two years after an explanation in .363.

the composition of the work
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professions of faith, and their own exculpation,
^"jf®^-

but sees that they are giving sentence against

themselves,* and studiously making professions ,of faith,

which by an officious display and an abundance of words

are likely to seduce the simple, and hide Avhat they really are

in point of heresy ? But as the heathen, as the Lord said,

using vain words in their prayers, are nothing profited, so

they too, after all their words were spent, have failed to annul

the general condemnation of the Arian heresy, but were con-

victed and deposed instead,—and rightly ; for which of

their formularies is to be accepted by the hearer ? or with

what confidence shall they undertake to be catechists to

those who have recourse to them ? for if all these creeds

have one and the same meaning, what is the need of many ?

But if need has arisen of so many, it follows that each by
itself is deficient, not complete ; and they establish this

point against themselves with more effect than we can, by
their innovating on all their own documents and re-making

them.^ And the number of their Councils, and the dis-

cordance of their statements, is a proof that those who were

present at them had much hostility to the Nicene Council,

but little strength against Nicene Truth.

Chapter V.'^

38. But since they are thus minded both towards each other

* Vid. supr. note -, p. 15. the Anomceans, and his unhesi-
3 Considering that Athanasiiis tatingly classing them with the

had now been for several years Arians, his foresight would seem
among the monasteries of the in a great measure to arise from
deserts, in close concealment (un- intimate comprehension of the
less we suppose he really had doctrine itself in dispute, and of
issued thence »nd was present at its bearings. There had been
iSeleucia), this is a rcmarkalilo at that time no parallel of a
instance of accurate knowletlge of great aberration and its issue,

the state f)f feeling in the heretical ^ The subject of chapters v.

party, and of foresight. From his and vi. naturally rises out of what
apparent want of knowledge of has gone before. Athan. has
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CHAP. V. a,nd towards their predecessors, let us ask them at

once and ascertain what extravagance they have

seen, or what plirases they complain of, that they should

thus disobey their fathers, and contend against an Ecumenical

Council ? They will answer, " The phrases ' Of the substance

'

and ' Consubstantial ' do not please us, for they are a

scandal to some and a trouble to many." ^ This is what

they have said in ^writing ; and the reply is obvious. If

really there was aught in these phrases of a nature to

scandalise or trouble, not merely some would be scandalised

and many troubled, but all men, we and every] [one else,

would feel the effect of them. But there has been nothing

of the kind ; on the contrary, I can affirm ] that these

phrases content all men ; no common men were the origi-

nal authors of them ; Bishops gatheredl together from all

parts of the world adopted them, and just now above

400 at Ariminumare furnishing an additional testimony to

their excellence. Does not this plainly prove against them

that not the Nicene Fathers are in fault, but the perverseness

of those who misinterpret them ? How many there are

traced out the course of Arianism

to what seemed to be its result,

the resolution of it into a better

element or a worse,—the precipi-

tation of what was really unbe-

lieving in it into its Anomoean
form, and the gradual purification

of that Somi-arianism which pre-

vailed in the Eastern Sees, vid.

supr. p. 91, note -. The Anomcean
creed was hopeless ; but with the

Semi-arians all that remained was
the adjustment of phrases. They
had to reconcile their minds to

terms which the Church had
taken from philosophy and
adopted as her own. Accord-

ingly, Athan. goes on to propose

such explanations as might clear

the way for a re-union of Chris-

tendom. What remains of his

work then is chiefly devoted to the

consideration of the " Consubstan-

tial " or " one-in-substance " (as

contrasted with " Like-in-sub-

stanco ") which had confessedly

great dilBculties in it.

^ This is only stating what the

above Confessions have said again

and again. The objections made
to it were : 1. that it was not in

Scripture ; 2. that it had been

disowned by the Antiochene

Council against Paul of Samo-
sata ; 3. that it was»of a material

nature, and belonged to the

Manichees ; 4. that it was of a

Sabellian tendency ; 5. that it

implied that the divine substance

was distinct fi'om God
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wlio iiiisuiiclei'sfcand Scripture, and in consequence
^s'gg^lg-

quarrel with its holy authors !—as the Jews of old,

who rejected our liord, or the Manichees now, who blaspheme

the Law,—yet without Scripture being in fault, but its

evil-minded critics.^ If then you can point out what is

^vrong in these phrases, do so by all means ; let us see your

proof ; but drop the pretence of offence created by them,

lest you come into the condition of the Pharisees of old, to

whom, on their pretending offence at the Lord's teaching.

He answered, Every plant, which My Heavenly Father hath

not planted, shall be rooted up. By which He showed that,

not the words of the Father as planted by Him were re;dly

an offence to them, but that they misinterpreted good words

and were their own stumbling block. And in like manner

they who at that time blamed the Epistles of the Apostle,

impeached not Paul, but their own deticient learning and

distorted minds.

39. For answer me, what is much to the pur}»ose, Who
are they whom you pretend to be scandalised and troubled

at these terms ? those who are religious towards Christ ?

not one ; they on the contrary make much of these terms

and maintain them. But if they are Ai'ians who thus feel,

what wonder they should be distressed at words which

destroy their heresy ? for it is not the terms which are a

scandal to them, but the placarding of their impiety which

is their trouble. Therefore let us have no more murmm-ing

against the Fathers, nor any pretence of this land ; or

you will be making complaints next of the Lord's Cross,

that it is to Jews an offence and to 6entiles foolishness, as said

the Apostle. But as the Cross is not faulty, for to us who

believe it is Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God,

though Jews rave, so neither are the terms of the Fathers

faulty, but profitable to those who rightly read, and sub-

versive of all impiety, though the Arians so often bm'st

•^ Vid. infr. Disc, ch. 3, iuit.
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Chap. V. with rage tis being by thciii condemned. The plea

of scandal then will not stand : especially since you

yourselves have distinctly written, " From the Father is

generated the Son ? " I ask then of you, when you speak of

"the Father," as being "God," do you mean the divine

Substance, " Essence," " Being," " Qui est " ? or do you view

Him apart from, short of, not to say inferior to Him, I mean,

to His substance ? If the latter, which I do not like to

suppose, you should not have pronounced the Son to be from

the Father, but from what invests the Father or belongs to

Him, and then you would have avoided saying that God
is in any true sense a Father by making Him composite

and material,^ that is, by starting a new blasphemy with

a view of a " Son," who is not a substance, but only a name,

(for such He will be to you,) and by thus substituting for

things which are, imaginations which are not.

40. Nor is this all. If God, when viewed as Father,

be not identical with the Divine Being or Substance, then

I am led to ask, whether He be such when viewed as

Creator ? Do you not open the door to Greek atheism,

to a creation by chance or by atoms ? "What is the

Divine Substance but that One Being who both generates

and creates ? Hence in Scripture we read, " God is / am,'"'

"God creates," "God is one," "God is a Father," "God
is almighty," without discriminating between Father and

Creator, Both are predicated of One and the Same ; both

imply acts of Him, acts of that simple and blessed and

incomprehensible Reality or Substance which is He ; and,

if you have gone only just so far as to confess that the

Son is " from God," you have really, with the Nicene

' Vid. supr. pp. 40, 41, unci App. tlio idea of Hiiu resolves itself

7r£pi/3o\»). If God the Supreme iuto what modern astronomy would
Being is not identical with the call a nehda.
Divine Essence or Substance, then
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Fathers, confessed that He is from God's substance. ?",^^^'-
§ aa—05.

Perhaps you will ask us, " If this be so plain, if it

be all the same to speak of the Divine Being or Substance

as to speak absolutely of God, why are you not satisfied

with ' from God ' ? why do you insist on ' from the Sub-

stance
'

" .? For this reason : because " from God " bears

two senses. Thus, when wc speak of God as a Creator,

we say that all things are ''from Him ; " and so again,

the Son is ^^from Him," but not as a creation ; for as a

Creator, God brings all things out of nothing, but, as a

Father, He has brought the Son out of Himself, and He
gives His whole Being to His Word, or Son, without ceas-

ing to be what He is.

41. The Council, then, comprehending this, and aware

of the different senses of the phrase, that none should

suppose that the Son was said to be from God as the

creation is, wrote with greater explicitness that the Son was

"from the substance." ^ For this determines the genuine

relation of the Son towards the Father ; whereas, in its

being said simply "from God," only the will of the Creator

concerning the framing of all things is signified. If then

these critics meant distinctly "offspring," when they wrote

that the Word was " from the Father," they had nothing to

complain of in the Council's decision ; but if, on the con-

trary, by "from God," they meant, in the instance of the

Word, what it means as used of the creation, theti they

should not call the Word " Son," or they will be mingling

what is blasphemous with what is pious with a manifest

inconsistency. For if He is a Son, He is not a creature ;

but if a creature, then not a Son. Since these are their

notions, perhaps they will be denying Holy Baptism,

because it is administered into Father and Son ; and not

into Creator and creature, as they account Him.

^Supr. pp. 37-41.
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CHAP. V. 42. " But," they say, " this is not written, and
' we reject tliese words as nnscriptural." But this,

again, in their mouths, is an audacious argument. For if

they tliink everything must be rejected which is not written,

wlierefore, when tlie Arian party invent sucli a lieap of

phrases, not from Scripture, such as " Out of nothing,"

and " the Son was not before His generation," and " Once

He was not," and " He is alterable," and " the Father is

ineffable and invisible to tlie Son," and "the Son knows

not even His own Substance," and all that Arius has

vomited in his absurd and impious Thalia, why do not

they speak against these, but rather battle for them ; and

on that account are at war with their own Fathers-.^ And,

in what place of Scripture did they on their part find " In-

generate," and the very name of "substance," and "there

are three subsistences," and " Christ is not very God," and

"He is one of the hundred sheep," and "God's Wisdom is in-

generate and unoriginate, but the created powers are many,

of which Christ is one " ? Or how, when at the so-called

Dedication, the party of Acacius and Eusebius nsed ex-

pressions not in Scripture, and said that " the First-born

of the creation" was "the exact Image" of the divine

substance, and power, and will of God, how can they com-

plain of the Fathers, for introdncing nnscriptural expressions,

and especially " substance " ? For they ought either to

complain of themseh'es, or to find no fault with the

Fathers.

43. Now, if certain others made the Council's phrases

their excuse, it might perhaps have been set down either

to ignorance or to reverence. There is no question, for

instance, about George of Cappadocia,-^ who was expelled

from Alexandria,—a man, without character in years past,

nor a Christian in any respect ; but only pretending to

^ Vid. Arian leaders.
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the iiuuic to suit the times, uud thiiikint;' relinioii is ^o'- ^l!'?'-

a trade. And therefore reason is there none for

complaining of his making mistakes about the faith, con-

sidering he Jaiou's neither wluit lie sai/s nor whereof he affirms ;

but, according to the text, as a bird maJceth haste to the snare.

But when Acacius and Eudoxius, and Patrophihis say tliis,

do not they deserve extreme reprobation ? for while they

use words which are not in Scriptm'e themselves, and have

accepted many times the term " substance " as suitable,

especially on the ground of the letter of Eusebius, they

now blame their predecessors for using terms of the same

kind. Nay, though they say themselves, that the Son is

" God from God," and " Living Word," " exact Image of

the Father's substance," they accuse the Nicene Bishops

of saying, that He who was begotten is "of the substance

of Him who begat Him," and " consubstantial " with Him.

But what marvel is this conflict with their predecessors and

own Fathers, when they are inconsistent with themselves,

and fall foul of each other ? For after publishing, at the

Dedication so-called at Antioch, that the Son is " exact

Image " of the Father's sul^stance, and swearing that so

they held, and anathematising those who held otherwise,

nay, in Isauria, writing down, " We do not decline the

authentic faith published at the Dedication at Antioch,"

where the term " substance " was introduced, still, shortly

after, in the same Isauria, as if forgetting all this, they put

into writing the very contrary, saying, " We reject the

words ' Consubstantial ' and ' Like-in-suljstance,' as alien

to the Scriptm'es, and put away from us ' substance,' as not

contained therein."

4-1. What sort of faith then have they who stand neither

to their word nor writing, l)ut alter and change everything

according to the season ? For if, Acacius and Eudoxius,

you " do not decline the faith pul)lished at the Dedication,"
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Chap. V.
j^jj^j [^ j^j;, [j. written that the Sou is " exact ^ Image

of substance," why is it ye write in Isauria, " We
reject ' the Like-in-substance '

" ? for if the Son is not like

tlie Fatlier in respect of substance, how is He " exact Image

of the substance " ? But if you are dissatisfied at having

written " exact Image of tlie substance," how is it tliat

ye " anathematise tliose who say that the Son is Unlike " ?

for if He be not according to substance like, He is alto-

gether unlike : and the Unlike cannot be an Image.

And if so, then it does not hold that Ae that hath seen the

Son, ludh seen the Fattier, there being then the greatest

ditference possible between Them, or rather the One being

wholly Uidike the Other. And Unlike cannot possibly

be called Like.'' By what artihce then do ye call Un-

like like, and consider Like to be unlike, ami thus are

hypocrites enough to say that the Son is the Father's

Image ? for if the Son be not like the Fatlier in substance,

something is wanting to the Image, and it is not a

complete Image, nor a perfect Radiance. How then read

ye, In Him dwelletli all the fatness of ttw Uodlmul hodilij ?

and, //yyM His fulness Juive all we received? How is it that

ye expel the Arian Aetius ^ as a heretic, though ye say

the same with him ? for thy companion is he, Acacius,

and he became Eudoxius's master to the extreme of

such impiety; which was the reason why Leontius the

Bishop made him deacon, that using the name of the

diaconate as a sheep's clothing, he might he able with

impunity to \'omit forth the words of blasphemy. What

then has persuaded you to contradict each other, and to

earn for yourselves so great a disgrace ? You cannot

give any good account of it ; this supposition only

1 Vid. «7r«pa\\rt/c7-0(_'. orthodox Homou.si;in.s, Lut to the
' Hence the ABomoeiins (whose Homoeans and Homceusians, the

symbol was the Unlike) were Acacians and Sonii-arians.

directly opposed, not to the '' Vv\. Arian leaders.
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remains, that all you do is l)ut outward profes-
^'^g.^gf"

sion aud pretence, in order to secure the couuten-

ance of Constantius and the gain from thence accruing.

xVud ye make nothing of accusing the Fathers, and ye com-

plain outright of their language as being unscriptural ; and,

as it is written, have lyrodituted yourselves to everyone that

passed by ; so as to change as often as they wish, in wliose

pay and keep you are.

45. Yet, though a man use terms not in Scriptui'e, this

is no serious matter, provided that his meaning is right.^

But, on the other hand, the heretic, even though he use

scriptural terms, yet as being not the less an object of

suspicion and unsound within, shall be asked by the

Spirit, Why dost thou preach My laws, and talcest My
rorenant in thy moatli ? Thus, whereas the devil, though

speaking from the Scriptures, was silenced by the Saviour,

the blessed Paul, though he speaks even from profane

writers. The Cretans are always liars, and. For we are His

'{[fxpriny, and. Evil cunmianications corrupt yood nufhners,

yet, having a religious meaning, as being himself holy, he is

doctor of the nations, in fadh and verity, as having the mind

of Christ, and what he speaks comes to us with a religious

sound. But what is there to approve in the Arian terms,

in which the caterpillar and the locust are put before the

Saviour, and He is reviled with " Once Thou wast not,"

and " Thou wast created," and " Thou art foreign to God in

'' WA. supr. p. 3(3. Aud so 8. shoutl I seem to you absurd ?

Grofrory in a well-known passage

:

how so, if I did but give your
"Why art thou such a slave to meaning? for words belong as

the letter, and tukost up with much to him who demands them
Jewish wisdom, and pursuest as to him who utters." Orat. 31,24.
syllables to the loss of things? Vid. also Hil. contr. Constant.
For if thou wort to say ' twice 16 August. Ep. 238, n. 4—0.
five,' or ' twice seven,' and I con- Cyril. Dial. i. p. 301. Petavius
eluded ' ten ' or ' fourteen ' from refers to other passages, do Trin.

your words, or from ' a reasonable iv. 5, § 6.

mortal animal ' I concluded ' man,

'

k2
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cuAP. V. substance," and, in a word, no insult is spared

against Him ? On the other hand, what o;ood

word have the Fathers of the Council omitted ? yea, rather

have they not a lofty view and a Christ-loving piety ? And

yet these Acacians have written down, " We reject their

words ;
" at the same time that they endure the insults of

the Arians towards the Lord, and make it clear to all men

that for no other cause do they resist that Great Council

than because it condemned the Arian heresy. For it is on

this account again that they misinterpret and are hostile to

the term Consubstantial. If their faith was orthodox, and

they confessed the Father as truly Father, and believed the

Son to be genuine Son, and by nature true Word and Wis-

dom of the Father, and if, in saying that the Son is from God,

they applied those words to Him, not in the sense in which

they use them of themselves, but understood Him to be the

proper Offspring of the Father's substance, as the radiance

is from light, they would not any one of them have

found fault with the Nicene Fathers, but would have been

confident that the Council wrote suitably ; and that this is

the orthodox faith concerning our Lord Jesus Christ.

40. " But," say they, " the sense of such expressions

is obscure to us ;
" for this is another of their pretences.

" We reject them," say they, " because we cannot

master their meaning." But if they were true in this

profession, histead of saying, " We reject them," they

should ask instruction from those who know ; else ought

they to reject whatever they cannot understand in divine

Scripture, and to find fault with the writers. But this would

be the crime of heretics rather than of us Christians ;

for what we do not understand in the sacred oracles, in-

stead of rejecting, we inquire about from persons to whom
the Lord has re^'ealed it, and from them we ask for

instruction. However, if they would make this pretence

of obscurity avail, let them at least confess what is annexed
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to the Creed, and anatliematise those who hold f gg^f^^*

that "the Son is from nothing," and "He was

not before His generation ;
" also that " the Word of God is

a creature and work," and " He is alterable by nature,"

and " from another subsistence ;
" and in a word let them

anathematise the Arian heresy, which has originated such

impiety. Nor let them say any more, " We reject the terms,"

but that " we do not yet understand them ;
" if they must

find some reason for declining them. But well know I, and

am sure, and they know it too, that if they could disavow

these propositions and anathematise the Arian heresy,

they would have no difficulty about those terms of the

Council. For on this account it was that the Fathers,

after declaring that the Son was begotten from the

Father's substance, and consubstantial with Him, there-

upon added, "• But those who say ' The Son is fi'om nothing,'

&c., &c., and so on, we anathematise ;
" on this account, I

mean, in order to show that the statements are parallel to

each other, and that the terms in the Creed imply the dis-

claimers subjoined, and that all who confess the terms,

will certainly understand the disclaimers. But those who

both dissent from the anathemas and impugn the definition,

such men are proved on every side to be foes of Christ.

Chapter VI.

47. Those who deny tlic Council altogether, are suffi-

ciently exposed by these brief remarks ; l)ut there are men
to whom the above does not quite apply, I mean men
who would not shrink from the anathema, though

they have difficulties about the definition. To speak

frankly then, those who accept everything else that
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Chap. VI. ^yr^g settled at Nicfea, and quarrel only about the

" Consubstantial," must not be reg'arded as

enemies ; nor do we here attack them as Ario-maniacs, nor

as opponents of the Synodal Fathers, but we discuss the

matter with them as brothers with brothers, who mean

what we mean, and dispute only about the word. For,

confessing that the 8on is from the substance of the Father,

and not from other subsistence, and that He is not a creature

nor work, but His o-enuine and natural offspring-, and that

He is eternally with the Father, as being IHs Word and

Wisdom, they are not very far from accepting even the

phrase " One in substance ; " of whom is Basil ^ of Ancyra,

in what he has written concerning the faith. For only to

say " Like-according-to-substancc," does not quite express

"Of the substance," by which phrase rather, as they

have themselves allowed, the genuine relation of the Son to

the Father is signified. Thus tin is only "like" to silver,

an elm to a beech, and gilt l)rass to the true metal ; but tin

is not " from " silver, nor could an elm be accounted the

seedling of a beech. ^ But since they say that He is " Of-

the-substance " and " Like-in-substance," what do they

signify by these but " One-in-substance " ? ^ For, while

to say only " Like-in-substance " docs not necessarily

convey " Of-the-substance," on the contrary, to say " One-

in-substance," or " Consubstantial," is to signify the

meaning of both terms, " Like-in-sul)stance," and " Of-the-

substance." And accordingly they themselves in contro-

versy with those who maintain that the Word is not a

^ Vicl. Avian leaders. ' Socr. iii. 25, Una substantia
^ Vid. Hypoe. Mel. and ITilai-. religiose pra^dicabitur, qua? px

de Syn. § 89. The principlo in- nativitatis proprietate, et ex

volved is this,—Thino-s that are naturre similitndine, ita indif-

like, are not the same, and therefore ferens sit. ut una dicatiir. Jlil, de

ofioiovaiov is not ojtiooiVio)'. Viil. Syn. G7.

Semi arianism.
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real Son, but a creature, liavo ^ before now taken s^J^o'^"?^"

their proofs against them from human ihustrations

of son and father, with this exception, that God is not as

man, nor tlie generation of the Son as an offspring of man,

but as an act wliicli may befittiiigly be ascribed to God, and

which it becomes us to imagine. Tlius they have called the

Father the Fount of Wisdom and Life, and the Son the

Radiance of the Eternal Light, and the Offspring from

the Fountain, as He says, / am the L\f(\ and / AVmJom
(hrcll ii'itlh PrviJenrc. But the Radiance from the

liight, and Offspring from the Fountain, and Son from

Fatlier, how can these be so suitably expressed as by
" Consubstantial " ?

48. I say, they themselves have dwelt upon the force of

the word "Son" as applied to the Lord, as contained in

its earthly sense : and yet these very men are afraid, on

account of its earthly sense, of the word "consubstantial."

But is there in truth any cause of fear, lest, because the

offspring from men are consubstantial, the Son, by being

called One-in-substaucc, should be Himself considered as

a human offspring too ? jjerish the thought ! not so ; but

the explanation is easy. For the Son is the Father's

Word and Wisdom ; whence we are reminded of the

impassibility and indivisibility of such a generation from

the Father. For not even man's word is part of him,

nor proceeds from him according to passion ; much less

God's Word, whom the Father has also declared to be ?Ls

own Son, oidy lest, on the other hand, if we merely heard of

the "Word," we should suppose Him, such as is the word

-' Here at last Athan. alludes as tenderly as S. Hilary, sparinp;
to the Ancyreno Synodal Letter, their personal delinquencies, till

vid. Epiph. HiBr. ,37, 5 and 7, he can speak kindly of tliem.
about which he has kept a pointed The Ancyrene Council of ^58
silence aliove, when tracinp; the was a protest against tlie "lilas-
course of the Ai'ian confessions. pheniia," or second 8irmian Con-
That is, he treats the yenii^arians fession, which Hosius sio'ned.
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cnAP VI. Qf jiiaii, iioii-subsistent ; but tliat, lieariut;- that He
is Son, we may acknowledge Him to be a living

Word and a substantive Wisdom. Accordingly, as in saying

"offspring," we liave no human thoughts, and, though we

know God to be a Father, we entertain no material ideas

concernhig Him, but while we listen to these illustrations

and terms, we think suitably of God, for He is not as man,

so in like manner, when we hear of " Consubstantial," we

ought to transcend all sense, and, according to the

Proverb, understand Inj flu; vndcrstandinf/ what is set

hffore vs ; so as to know that not by mere will, but in truth,

is He genuine from the Father, as Life from Fountain, and

Radiance from Light. Else, why should we understand

"Offspring" and "Hon" in a sense not corporeal, while

wo con('eive of " Consubstantial " as after the manner of

bodies ? especially since these terms are not here used

res]iectively about different sul)jects, but both of them,

" ( )ffs])ring " and " Consubstantial," about one and the same.

And it is Imt consistent to attach the snme sense to both

expressions, when they are ajiplied to the Saviour, and not

to interpret " Offspring " as it should be, and " Consub-

stantial " as it should not ; nay, if you are minded thus

to act, then, in speaking of the Son as Word and Wisdom of

the Father, you ought to take an opposite view of these

two terms also, and understand in the one sense Word and

in the other sense Wisdom. But as this would be extrava-

gant, (for the Son is the Father's Word and Wisdom, and the

Offspring from the Father is one and proper to His sub-

stance,) so the sense of "offspring" and "consubstantial"

is one, and whoso considers the Son an offspring, rightly

considers Him also as "consubstantial."

49. This is sufficient to show that the term "consub-

stantial " is not foreign nor far from the meaning of these

much-loved persons. But their difficulty seems to them to

have weight for another reason. They allege, (for I have
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not myself the Epistle in qncstion,) that the Bishops ed. ben.

who condemned 8amosatene ^ at Antioch have laid

down in ^vl•iting that the Son is not consubstantial with the

Father ; accordingly, from reverence and honour due to those

Bishops at Antioch, they have not the best of dispositions

towards the Nicene term. I think it well respectfully to

offer some remarks on this important point. Certainly it is

unbecoming to make the one asseml)ly conflict with the

other ; for all of them are Fathers of the Church ; nor is it

religions to settle, that these have spoken well, and those

ill ; for all of them have gone to sleep in Christ. Nor is

it right to be disputatious, and to compare the respective

numbers of those who met in the Councils, lest the three

hundred at Nicaia may seem to throw the lesser into the

sliade ; nor on the other hand to compare the dates, lest

those who preceded seem to eclipse those that came

after. For all, I repeat, are Fathers ; and, anyhow, the

three hundred laid down as doctrine nothing new, nor

was it in any self-confidence that they became champions

of words not in Scripture, but they started from their

Fathers, as the others did, and they used their Fathers'

words. For there were two Bishops of the name of

Dionysius, much older than the seventy who deposed

Samosatene, of whom one was of Rome, and the other of

Alexandria ; and a charge had been laid by some persons

against the Bishop of Alexandria, before the Bishop of

Rome, as if he had said that the Son was made, and not

consubstantial with the Father. This had given great pain

to the members of the Roman Council ; and the Bishop of

Rome expressed their united sentiments in a letter to his

^ There were throe Councils spoken of in the text, which,
held ajriiinst P.iul of Samos;ita, of contrary to the opinion of Pao-i,

the dates of '264, 269, and an 8. Basnage, and Tillemont, Pear-
intermediate year. The third is son fixes at 265 or 266.
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CHAP. VI. namesake. This led to the latter's writing an ex-

planation which he calls the Book of Refutation

and Apology ; and his words run thus :

—

Tlie Bishop of Alexandria to the Bishoj) of Rome.

50. " And I have written in another Letter, a refutation of

the false charge which they hring against me that I deny
that Christ is consubstantial with God. For though I say that

I have not found or read this term anywhere in holy Scripture,

yet my remarks which follow, and which they have passed

over, are not inconsistent with my holding it. For I instanced

a human issue, which is evidently homogeneous, and I

observed that undeniably fathers differed from their children

only in not being identical as individuals ; otherwise there

could be neither jiarents nor children. And my Letter, as I

said before, owing to present circumstances, I am unable to

produce, or I would have sent you the very words I used,

or rather a copy of it all ; which, if I have an opportunity, I

will do still. But I am sure from recollection, that I adduced
many parallels of things kindred with each other, for instance,

that a plant grown from seed or from root, was other than that

from which it sprang, and yet altogether one in nature with

it ; and that a stream flowing from a fountain, changed its

appearance and its name, for that neither the fountain was
called stream, nor the stream fountain, yet both existed, and
that the fountain was as it were father, and the stream was
what was generated from the fountain."

5L Thus tlie Bishop. If then any one finds fanlt with

the Fathers at Nicaea, as if they contradicted the decisions

of their predecessors, he may reasonably find fault also

with the seventy, because they did not keep to the state-

ments of their own predecessors ; for such were the two

Dionysii and the Bishops assembled on that occasion at

Rome. But neitlier these nor those is it religious to

blame ; for all were ambassadors of the things of Christ,

and all used diligence against the heretics, and while the

one party condemned 8amosatcne, the other condemned

the Arian heresy. And rightly did both these and those
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define and suitably to the matter in hand. And as e^. ben.

the blessed Apostle, ^^Titing to the Romans, said, Thp ^

Law is spiritual, the Law is holy, and the rommandmmt holy

andjust and good
;
yet soon after, What tJie Law could not do,

in that it was weak, and wrote to the Hebrews, The Law
made no one perfect ,• and to the Galatians, By the Law no

ons is jastijivl ; yet to Timothy, TlbP. Law is yood if a man
use it lawfully ; and no one would accuse the Saint of

inconsistency and variation in writing, l)ut rather would

admire how suitably he wrote to each, in order to warn the

Romans and the others to turn from the letter to the

spirit, but to instruct the Hebrews and Galatians to place

their hopes not in the Law, but in the Lord who gave the

Law ;—so, if the Fathers of the two Councils made
different mention of tlie Consu1)stantial, we ought not in

any respect to differ from them, but to investigate their

meaning, and this will fully show us the concordant

sentiment of l)oth the Councils. For they who deposed

Samosatene took Consubstantial in a bodily sense liecause

Paul had attempted sophistry and said, "Unless Christ

has of man become God, it follows that He is consub-

stantial with the Father ; and if so, of necessity there are

three substances, one the previous substance, and the other

two from it
;

" and therefore guardhig against this they

said with good reason, that Christ was not consubstantial,*

for the Son is not related to the Father as Paul imagined.

P>ut the Bishops who anathematised the Arian heresy,

'This is in fact the oLjection Yet, while S. Basil agrees with
•which Arius urges against the Athan. in his account of the
One-in-snbstance, supr. p. 85, reason of the Council's rejection
when he calls it the doctrine of of the word, St. Hilarj^ on the
Manichfeus and Hieracas ; Vid. contrary reports that Paul himself
Append. Hieracas. The same accepted it, i.e., in a Sabellian
objection is protested agninst sense, and therefore the Council
by 8t. Basil, contr. Ennom. rejected it. But vid. Ap]iend.
i. 19, Hilar, de Trin. iv. 4. Homoilsion.
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cnAP. VI. uiiderstaiidiiig Paul's craft, and reflecting that the

word " Coiisubstaiitiar' has not this meaning when

nsed of things immaterial, and especially of God, and acknow^-

ledging that the Word was not a crcatnre, but an offspring

from the substance, and that the Father's substance was

the origin, and root, and fountain of the Son, and that He
was of very truth His Father's Likeness, and not of

different nature, as Ave are, and separate from the Father,

but that as l)eing from Him, He exists as Son indivisible,

as Radiance is with respect of Light, and knowing too the

illustration used in Dionysius's case, the "fountain," and

the defence thereby of the word " Consubstantial," and

before this the Saviour's saying, indicative of unity, / ami

tlio FafliPT are one, and He that luith f<een Jlfe hafh seen, the

Father, on these grounds they reasonal)ly asserted on their

part, that the Son was consubstantial. And as, according

to a former I'cmark, no one would blame the Apostle, if he

wrote to the Romans about the Law in one way, and to the

Hebrews in another ; in like manner, neither would the

jjresent Bishops find fault with tlie former, in I'cgard to

their interpretation of the term, nor would the f<jrmer

blame those who came after them, on the score of tlieir

opposite interpretation and the call there was thus to speak

of the Lord.

52. Yes surely, each Council had a sufficient reason for

its own language ; for since Samosatene held tliat the Son

was not before Mary, but received from her the origin of

His being, therefore the Fathers at Antioch deposed him

and pronounced him heretic ; but concerning the Son's

Godhead, writing in simplicity, they were not perfectly

accurate in their treatment of the term Consubstantial,

but, as they understood it, so spoke they about it. For

they directed all their thoughts to destroy the device of

Samosatene, and to show that the Son was l)efore all tilings,

and that, instead of becoming God after having been a
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man, God had put on a servant's form, and tlic
^33^f?'

Word had become flesli, as John says. This is how

they dealt with the Ijlasphemies of Paul ; but when the

party of Eusebius and Arius began to teach that, though the

Son was before time, yet was He made and one of the

creatures, and as to the phrase "from God," they did not

believe it in the sense of His being genuine Son from Father,

but maintained it as it is said of creatures and a Creator, and

as to the oneness of likeness between Son and Father, they

did not confess that the Son is like the Father according to

substance, or according to nature, but because of His agree-

ment with Him in doctrines and in teaching ; nay, when they

drew' a line and made the Son's substance absolutely foreign

from the Father, and degrading Him to the creatures, on

this account the Bishops assembled at Nicsea, with a view

to the craft of the parties so holding, and as bringing to-

gether the sense from the Scriptures, cleared up the point,

by affirming the " Consubstantial ; " that both the true

genuineness of the Son might thereby be known, and that

things which were made might have nothing ascribed to

them in common with Him. For the preciseness of this

phrase detects their pretence, whenever they would use

"from God," and gets rid of all the subtleties with which

they seduce the simple. For whereas they contrive to

put a sophistical construction on all other words at their

will, this phrase only, as detecting their heresy, do they

dread, which the Fathers did set down as a bulwark

against their impious specidations one and all.

53. And here the parallel case of the term " Ingenerate,"

as a title of the Supreme Being, supplies us with an

illustration in point. This, too, is a word not found in

Scripture, but taken from the philosophical schools, and,

like " Consubstantial," has various senses. I understand

that it is sometimes used for what exists without origin

or cause ; sometimes for uncreate. Now in the first of
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Chap. VI. these Senses u man might rightly say that the

Word is not ingenerate, only the Father, plainly

because He is a Son ; but in the second he might rightly say

that He was ingenerate, because He was not a creature.

And in consequenc^e holy writei's of times past seem to con-

tradict each other by using it in these two senses respectively.

For instance, Ignatius, who was appointed Bishop in

Antioch after the Apostles, and became a martyr of Clirist,

writes concerning the Lord thus: "There is one physician,

fleslily and spiritual, generate and ingenerate, God in man,

true life in death, both from Mary and from God ;

"—here

he says that the Lord is ingenerate, meaning that He is

uncreate ; but some teachers who follow Ignatius, write in

their turn,^ " One is the Ingenerate, the Father, and one

the genuine Son from Him, true Offspring, Word and

Wisdom of the Father," implying that the Son is not

ingenerate, that is, because, in' their sense, to be ingene-

rate is to be without Father as well as without Creator.

If, therefore, we are unfavourably disposed towards these

AVi'iters, then have we right to (juarrel with the Councils ;

but if, knowing their faith in Christ, we are persuaded

that the 1)lessed Ignatius was orthodox in writing that

Christ was generate on account of the flesh, (for He was

made flesh,) yet ingenerate, because He is not in the

number of things made and generated, but Son from

Father, and are a^vare too that the parties who have said

that the Ingenerate is One, meaning the Father, had no

intention of pronouncing that the Word was generated

3 The writer is not known. The -n-di'TOKpciTiop Ototj, iv de ical to

President of Magdalen, Dr. Koutli, Trftoykinnfitv oi ou ra ttuvtu tykviro,

has pointed out to the Translator kcu %W|Cit(,' avrov iyevtro ovd't 'iv.

the following similar passaoc in St. Strom, vi. 7, p. 769.

Clement : tv fxiv ro ayevviirov, u
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and made, but that the Father has no cause, but ^'gg^gg'

rather is Hmiself Father of Wisdom, and in Wisdom

hath made all things that have been brought into being,

why do we not combine in one religious belief all our

Fathers, those who deposed Samosatene as well as those who

proscribed the Arian heresy, instead of making distinctions

between them and refusing to entertain a right opinion of

them ? I repeat, that these, looking towards the sophis-

tical explanation of Samosatene, wrote, " He is not consub-

stantial," and those, with an excellent meaning, said that

He was. For myself, my respectful feeling towards those

good Fatliers at x\ntioch lias led me in their behalf thus

to write, however briefly ; but could I come by the letter

which they are alleged to have written, I consider we should

find some further grounds for the aforesaid proceeding

of those sainted men. For it is right and meet thus to

feel, and to maintain a good understanding with our

Fatliers, if we be not spurious children, but have re-

ceived our tradition from them, and our lessons of

religion at their bands. Such then being, as we believe

and maintain, the sense of the Fathers at Antioch, let us

proceed, as with them before us, to inquire once again,

calmly and with a good intent, whether the Bishops

congregated at Niciea did uot also really exercise an

excellent judgment upon it.

54. For consider ; it was their duty to protect the

cardinal truth that our Lord was really the Son of

God, which a deadly heresy had denied. How were they

to exclude the evasions to which the Arians had re-

course ? They proceeded thus : a son, they said, is an

offspring, but, in order to be such, he must spring

from that of which he is the offspring ; nor does he so

spring, unless he is from what that original is,—that is,

ill other words, from its substance, as the derivation of
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CHAP. VI. the word " substciuce " shows.t Thus, to be the

Son of God, if He is God's offspring or true Son

is to be " of " or " one with " God's substance,—that is, to

be " consubstantial " with Him. Such was the conchision

of the Fatliers at Nicivia ; they determined that con-

substantiaUty was bound up with the idea of Sonship,

that notliing sliort of this word adequately expressed

their doctrine of tlie Son's relation to the Father, and

that it was a denial of any true Sonship to deny tlie

consubstantial ity. Such is the force of / and tlie

Father are One, and He that hath seen Me hath seen the

Father. What can they mean, but the Son is One with

the One God ? As to oneness of teaching, oneness of

sentiment and affection, or participation of the Divine

fulness, both saints and, still more, angels and arch-

angels, have such unity with God. If this were

enough, each of them might say, " I and the Father

are One." But, if such a thought be monstrous, as it

truly is, nothing is left but to conceive Son's and

Father's Oneness in the way of substance. He says.

All things that the Father hath are Mine, and All Mine

are Thine and Thine are Mine. Thus, as being the

exact Image of the Father, as some of you confess. He
has all divine attributes, (except indeed as being Father,)

and is His Father's equal.

55. This is a thought to enlarge upon. There are

those, I say, who allow that the Son is the Image

of the Father, yet will not allow that He is One with

the Father. See how plainly Scripture speaks about

that likeness, for it will lead us to an important con-

clusion. For instance, the name God ; for the Word vms

God;—Almighty, T'hus s((ith He th,at is, and that was,

and that is to come, the Almightg

;

—the being Light,

t ovaia, ovaa, ojxoovaioQ.
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/ am, He says, ilw Light ;—i\\(i Creative Cause,
^^'^s^g^^-

All things ivere mads hy Him, and, Whatsoever I see

the Father do I do also

;

—His Eternity, His eternal power

and Godhead, and. In the beginning was the Word, and,

He was tJie true Liglit, wtiich ligldetli every man tliat cometh

into tlie world

;

—His being Lord, for, I'he Lord rained

fire and brimstone from tlie Lord, and while the Father

says, / am the Lord, and, Thus saitJt lite Lord, tlie Almighty

God, of the Son Paul speaks thus. One Lord Jesus Christ,

iJirouglh wliom all tlrings. And to the Father Angels

minister, and again too the 8on is worshipped by them.

And let all tlie Angels of God worsldp Him ; and He is said

to be Lord of the Angels, for, the Angels ministered unto

Him, and tlie Son of Jfan shall send His Angels. The

being honoured as the Father, for that they may Itonour

tli,e Son, He says, as tliey Jtonour tlie Fattier

;

—being equal

to God, He tlioagtd it not robbery to be equal witli God;—
the being Truth from the True, and Life from the Living,

as l)eing truly from the Fountain of the Father ;—the

ciuickeni ng and raisii]g the dead as the Father, for so we

read in the Gospel. And of the Father it is AM'itten, Tlbe

Lord tlig God is One Jjord, and ttie God of gods, tlie Lord,

ludh spoken, and hath called the earth ; and of the Son,

Tlte Lord God hath shined upon us, and. The God of gods

studl be seen in Sion. And again of C}od, Esaias says,

Who is a God like unto thee, taking away iniquities and
passing over unrighteousness ? and thus the Son said to whom
He would. Thy sins be forgiven thee ; for instance, when
on the Jews murmuring. He manifested that remission by

His act, saying to the paralytic. Rise, take up thy bed and
go unto thy house. And of God Paul says, To th.e Kimj

eternal; and again of the Son, David in the Psalm, IJft

up your heads, ye gates, and be ye lift up, ye everlasting

doors, and the King of glory shall come in. And Daniel

heard it said. His Kingdom is an everlasting Kingdom, and

L
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CHAP. VI. jjj^ KiiKjilom s/ia/l noi he (Icslroyrd. And in a

word, all that you find said of the Father, so

much will you find said of the Son, all ])ut His being

Father, as has been said.

50. Can then, a man in his senses fancy that this

equality in attril)utes comes from any origin but the

Father Himself ? Surely it is liut a reasonable inference

that no substance other than the Father's admits of such

attrilnites, and that all that is the Father's is the Son's,

l)ec:iuse the Son, as being such, is the very Reflection of

the Father, His Image and Figure. How can He have

the Father's attributes without having that substance to

which those attributes belong ? Let us take reverential

heed, lest transferring what is proper to the Father to

some being unlike Him in substance, we introduce another

substance foreign to Him, yet capable of the properties

of Him, the first substance, though He Himself silences

the thought in His owu words, My fjlonj I irill not (jive to

another. The Father and Son, therefore, are One in

substance, and the term "consubstantiality " is the safe-

guard and token of this unity. We shall l)e professing

two Gods, unless we hold that, l)y the divine generation,

the substance in the Father is made over to the Son.

The Son is equal to the Father, simply because He is one

with Him.

57. Here we see the contrast between the " One-in-

substauce " of Father and Son and the mere participa-

tion ^ in the Divine Fulness which, in various measures, is

given to His creatures. The Son is the Father's "Word

and Wisdom, and thereby His illuminating and deifying

power,—not alien, but one in sulistance with Him, for

by partaking of Him we partake of the Father to whom

He belongs. Wherefore, if He, too, Himself were from

participation and not from the Father, His substantial

1 Vid. App. fifTovma.
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(rodhead and Image, He could not deify, as need-
^s'^g^g'*;^'

•

ing deification Himself. For, as to one who

possesses only from participation, even what he has is not his

own, but the giver's, and what he has received is barely the

grace sufficient for himself.

58. You tell me of an ol)jection urged by some against

the " One-in-substance," to the effect that to speak of one

substance implies three, one pre-existing, and tlien those

are not Father and Son, but two brothers. But this is a

Cxreek expHcation, and what Greeks say have no claim

upon ns ; or rather let me say that these matters are

above the human intellect. God gave birth from His

own substance to His Son ; but He also created all things

out of nothing. Is creation comprehensible ? We must

not measure divine actions by earthly experience. Even

what is earthly we do not understand, much less do we

understand heavenly. We must lieware of giving a

corporeal sense to the Divine substance and to its com-

munication to the Soil, when we ought to recede from

things generate, and, casthig away human images, nay, all

things sensible, to ascend to the Father, lest, in our

ignorance we rob Him of the Son, and rank the Son

among His own creatures,

59. If, then, not two substances, nor three, are implied

in our holding a Father and a Son ; if we maintain that

the Father in generating a Son from Himself is simply

beyond our intellect, as when He creates out of nothing,

there is no fear of our holding, with Marcion or Valentinus,

two Gods and two Origins, independent, alien, and unlike

each other. But, if we acknowledge that the Father's

Godhead is one and sole, and that of Him the Sou is the

Word and Wisdom, and that thereby the likeness lietween

Them consists, not as the heretics say in the likeness

merely of Their teaching, but in truth of substance, as the

Light is one and the Badiance one, yet they are not two,

l2
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ciTAp. VI. ijo^y ^\() \y^. not follow the holy Prophets who

say, The Wofd of the Lord fame io me, yet still,

as recognising the Fatlier who was beheld and revealed in

Him were bold to say, " The God of our Fatliera hath ap-

2)eared to ?/^^^" This being so, if He be the illnminating

and creative Power, specially proper to the Father, withont

whom He neither frames nor is known, why shonld we

decline the phrase expressing it ? Why do we not pro-

nonnce the Son, PTomoiision, One-in-snl)stance with

the Father ?

GO. When we urge this, we are met by the persons I

have in view Avith the word " Homoo^sion," or " Like-

in-snl)stance," as if preferable to One-in-substance."

P)Ut do not they see that the mention of " Like " implies

tlie existence of at least two sul)stances ? And, if the

two ai'e like, they are equal ; and this impUes in the case

before ns two Gods. " Like-in -substance " is then not

an advisable word, when we would be exact. Nor is this

all; strictly speaking, we cannot use the word "like" of

sul)stances, but oidy of the fashion or the quality of a

thing. Thns two men compared together are not of like

nature but of the same nature ; whereas when we speak

of their being like each other, we mean in character, or

attributes, or circumstances. On the other hand we should

not say that a man is unlike a dog, but other than a dog.

And as qualities are participated in more or less by

different su])jects, likeness is a matter of degree, but

there arc no degrees of sameness and of identity. Thus

whereas God is all perfect, but we imperfect, in conse-

quence St. John says, "When He shall l)e made manifest,

we shall be lih-c Him." It is not enough then, if the

Word is God, to say with you that He is " Like-in-sul)-

stance " to the Father, for that is only to be more or less

divine, but He is One-in-substance or Consubstantial.

I repeat, in speaking o( Like-in-substauce, we mean like
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by participation ; and this is proper to creatures, for f33^?5-

they, by partaking, are made lilce to God. When, Ha
shall appear, we shall he like Him ; that is, we shall be like

the Son in our degree ; not in substance but in sonship, which

we shall partake from Him. If then you speak of the Son
Himself as being merely by participation, then indeed

call Him Like-in-substance ; but thus spoken of, He is

not "Truth," nor "Light" at all, nor in nature God.

But He is, not merely l)y participation, but in nature and
truth. Son, Light, Wisdom, God ; and being all this by
nature, not l)y sharing, therefore He is properly called,

not Like-in-substance, but One-in-substance. This justifies

the Nicene Fathers in having laid down, what it was

becoming to express, that the Son, begotten from the

Father's substance, is One-in-substance or Consubstantial

with Him. And if we have been taught as those

Bishops were, let us not fight with shadows, especially as

knowing that they who have so defined have made
this confession of faith, not to misrepresent the truth,

but as vindicating it and piety towards Christ, and
further as destroying the blasphemies against Him of the

Ario-maniacs. For this must be considered and noted

carefully, that, in using Unlike-in-substance, and Other-

in-substance, we signify not the true Son, but some one of

the creatures, and a supposititious and adopted Son, which

pleases the heretics ; but when we speak uncontroversially

of the One-in-substance, we signify a genuine Son born of

the Father ; though at this Christ's enemies often burst

with rage.

6L What then I have learned myself, and have heard

men of judgment say in their discussions, I have written

in few words ; l)ut ye, remaining on the foundation of the

Apostles, and holding fast the traditions of the Fathers,

pray that now at length all strife and rivalry may cease,

and the futile questions of the heretics may be condemned.
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Chap, VI.
j^j^fj q]\ logomachy ; and the guilty and murderous

~~~ heresy of tlie Arians may disappear, and the Truth

may shine again in the hearts of all, so that all everywhere

may say the same thing, and think the same thing ; and that

no Arian contumelies remaining, there may be said and con-

fessed in every Church, 0/ie Lord, one faWi, one haptisin, in

Christ Jesus our Lord, through whom to the Father be the

glory and the strength, unto ages of ages. Amen.

Postscript.

After I had written my account of the Councils, I had

information that that most impious Constantius had sent

Letters to the Bishops staying in iVriminum ; and I took

pains to get copies of them from true brethren, and to send

them to you, and also what the Lishops answered ; that

you may know the imjjious unscrupulousuess of the

Emperor, and the Bishops' lirm and unswervijig hold ol'

the Truth.

Translation of kis Letter.^

" Constantius, concpiering and triumphant, Augustus,

to all Bishops who are assembled at Ariminum.
" That the divine and adorable Law is our chief care, your

Excellencies are not the men| to be ignorant ; l>ut as yet

we have been unable to receive the twenty Bishops sent

" Those two Li'ltcrs iuv in Sucr. lli.st. ii. 15, iu ii ditl'orciit Vfi-aiou

ii. ol . iVnd the latter in Thood. from the Lutiu.
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by your wisdom, and charged with the legation from ^ "j^^f
you, as being pressed by a necessary expedition against

the barbarians ; and, as you know, it beseems to have the soul

clear from every care, when one handles the matters of the

Divine Law. Therefore we have ordered the Bishops to

await at Adrianople our return, that, when all public

affairs are well arranged, then at length we may hear and

weigh their suggestions. Let it not then be grievous to

your patience to await their return, that, when they come

back with our answer to you, you may be able to bring

matters to a close which so deeply affect the well-being of

the Catholic Church."

This was what the Bishops received at the hands of

three messenger's.

Coiiij of ike Bisliopii' Reply.

" The Letter of your humanity wc have received, most

religious Lord Emperor, stating that, on account of stress

of puljlic affairs, as yet you have been unable to see our

legates, and bidding us to await their return, until your

piety shall be advised liy them of what we have defined

conformably to our ancestors. However, wc now profess

and aver at once by these presents, that we shall not

recede from our purpose, as we also instructed our legates.

We claim then that you will with serene countenance

command these letters of our mediocrity to be read before

you ; as well as that you will favourably receive those

with which we charge our legates. This, however, in

your graciousness you comprehend as well as we, that

great grief and sadness at present prevails, from the cir-

cumstance that, in these your most lia})py days, so many
Churches are without their Bishops. And next, we request

of your humanity, most religious Lord Emperor, that if it
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criAP. VI. piefige your piety, you would bid us, before the

severe winter weather sets in, to return to our

Churches, that so we may be able to offer with our people to

the Omnipotent God and to our Lord and Saviour Christ, His

Only-begotten Son, the full measure of our wonted prayers,

in behalf of your imperial sway, as indeed we have ever

made them, and as we make them at this present."



THEEE DISCOUESES OF ATHANASIU8
AGAINST ARIANISM.

PEEFATORY NOTICE.

The following Three Discourses against Arianism, the greatest

work of their Author, are written on a definite plan, though

not without some want of method and order in the execution.

Tliey consist mainly of a doctrinal comment, l)oth controver-

sial and didactic, upon cardinal passages of Scripture, which the

Arians urged as inconsistent with the Catholic dogma of our

Lord's proper divinity. Twelve texts, or groups of texts, are

examined in this aspect and their real meaning determined,

nine of them giving occasion for enlarging on His Divine

Nature and His Economical Office, and three on the circum-

stances and results of His Incarnation.

To this extended comment, which is the rich staple of the

work, is prefixed a series of answers to certain elementary

formulas and a jmori assumptions of Arianism, such as have

been more or less already dealt with in the two preceding

Epistles, and which moreover, from their close connexion with

each other and the heresy itself, naturally present themselves

once more in various places of the exposition of Scripture

passages, as in the three chapters introductory of the comment on

Prov. viii. 22. Such imperfection in logical arrangement was,

in so large a subject and in the instance of a ^^Titer with so little

leisure, unavoidable : a more noticeable blemish is the dislo-

cation of the chapter answering the Arian question, whether

the (jeimeds was an act of the Divine Will ; which, instead of
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forming one of the subjects of the introductory argumentiition,

prior to the comments on texts of Scripture, has been thrown

to tlie end of the work, as if a Postscript or Appendix, very

much as the chapter on the " Ingenerate " occurs in the de

Becreiis, supr. p. 49. I have ventured in this Translation to

transpose this chapter to what seeuis its more natural place.

Vid. infr. pp. 191—204.

In cutting off the so-called fourth Oration or Discourse

from the Three which precede it in Montfaucon's Edition, as if

not belonging to Athanasius's work against Arianism, I am
exercising the same liberty as the learned Benedictine himself

takes, as regards these Discourses, in reducing Photius's Five, or

PentaUblus, to Four by cutting off the first of them. My
reasons are given in "Theological Tracts," Dissert, i.

As I have mentioned Photius's name, it may be well to

cite here the judgment of that great literary authority oii

St. Athanasius's Pentabiblus, of which these Three Discourses

form the substance.

" In his writings Athanasius is ever perspicuous, never

wordy, never involved. He is keen, deep, nervous in his

mode of arguing, and mar\'ellously fertile. His argumentation

has nothing poor or puerile in it (as happens in the case of

the young or half-educated), but is philosophical and magni-

ficent, full of thought and with broad views, fortified by

testimonies of Scripture and weighty proofs. Especially such

is he in his treatises ' against the Greeks,' and ' on the

Incarnation ;
' and in his Pentabiblus against Arius, which is a

triumphant defeat of every heresy, and eminently of Arianism.

And if we were to say that Gregory Theologus and the divine

Basil, as if drawing from a well, derived from this Treatise

their beautiful and luminous arguments against tlie lieresy, I

consider we should not be far from the mark."



THREE DISCOURSES OF
ATHANASIUS,

&c.

Chaptee I.

1. All heresies have in them an element of mad S"\^^^'J" I

Orat. I. L
impiety, which, when at lengtli they have gone out

I

fiotii m, is recognised hj all, as it Avas of old time. Indeed,

the very fact of that departure is in itself an evidence, as

blessed John has written, that, whatever be their doctrine,

it does not breathe nor has breathed a Christian spirit, i

Hence our 8a\'iour says, that they who gather not with us,

scatter with the E\il One, and then, while men are slundjer-

ing, watch their opportunity for sowing the field of the

Church with poisonous seed, that in death they may have

companions. One heresy, however, there is, the latest that

has gone from us, the Arian, as it is called, which, hi its

craft and unscrupulousness, is a very forerunner of Anti-

christ. This heresy, in order to avoid the proscription

which is the sure destiny of the whole family of error,

affects, like its father in our Lord's Temptation, to array

itself in the words of Scripture.^ By this contrivance it is

forcing its way into paradise, and has seduced certain souls

to think bitter sweet, and to take and eat, with Eve in

the beginning. And this is why I find it necessary, as you

' Vid. x\.ji[.iuu(.L Scripture.
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cuAi'. I. exhort me, now to undertake its refutation,^ that

they who are far from its influeuce, may continue

firm in shunning it, and that those whom it has deceived

may rej^ent, abjuring tlieir good opinion of it, and under-

standing that to call its adherents Christians, argues little

knowledge whether of Scripture, or of Christianity and its

faith.

2, For what resemblance to our holy faith have they

discovered in it, to make them so wantonly maintain that

its supporters propound nothing evil ? This in truth is to

call even Caiaphas a Christian, and to reckon the traitor

Judas still among the Apostles, and to say that they who
asked for Barabbas instead of the Saviour did no evil, and

to maintain Hymenajus and Alexander as right-minded, and

that the Apostle slandered them. But neither would a

Christian bear to hear this, nor would he consider the*man
who dared to say it of sane mind. For with them in place

of Christ is Arius, as with the Manichees Manichaius

;

and for Moses and the other saints they have made the

discovery of one Sotades, a man whom even Gentiles laugh

at, and of the daughter of llerodias. For of the one has

Arius imitated the dissolute and effeminate tone, in the

Thalias which he has written ; and the other he has rivalled

in her dance, reeling and frolicking in his blasphemies

against the Saviour ; till the victims of his heresy lose

their wits and go foolish, and change the Name of the

Lord of Glory into the likeness of the imwje of corriiptiblc

man, and for Christians come to be called Arians, bearing

this badge of their impiety.

8. Let them not attempt to retort that on this score they

are on a par with us, because, as we call them Aiians, s(j

- lu thuse Oi'iitious ho scarcely tlic fuutrovcrsy itsi'if, aud the

makes mention of the Homousion, sopliistrics of the heretica. Vid.

his object apparently being simply Appeml.
to show the momentous issue of
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they ill turn may ii;ime us from our teachers.'' No, ^'^^
T'''-''^

'

•^ '' ' 1. § 1—2. ;

never at any time did Christian people talce their 1

title from the Bishops among them, but from the Lord, onj

whom we rest our faith. Thus, though the blessed Apostles

luive become our teachers, and have ministered the Saviour's

Gospel, yet not from them have we our title, but from Christ

we are and are named Christians. But for those who derive

the faith which they profess from private persons, good

reason is it such men should bear the name of those whose

property they ha^-e become. Yes surely ; while all of us are

and are called Chi-istians after Christ, Marciou broached a

heresy time since and was cast out ; and those who contimied

with the Bishop who ejected him remained Christians ; but

those who followed Marciou were called Christians no more,

l)ut hencefortli Marcionites. Thus Valentinus also, and

Rasilides, and ManichiBus, and Simon Magus, have im-

parted their own name to their followers ; and arc accosted

as Valentinians, or as Basilidians, or as Manichees, or as

Simon ians ; and others, Cataphrygians from Phrygia, and

from Novatus Novatians. So too Meletius, when ejected

l)y Peter the Bishop and Martyr, called his party no longer

Christians but Meletians;'^ and so in consequence wlien

Alexander of blessed memory had cast out Arius, those

who remained with Alexander remained Christians ; but

tliosc who went out with Arius left the Saviour's name to

us who were with Alexander, and as to them they were

henceforward denominated Arians.

4. Behold then, after Alexander's death too, those who
communicate with his successor Athanasius, and those

with whom the said Athanasius communicates, are

instances of the same rule ; none of them bear his

^ On the attempt, continual Init Essai/ on Dev. Borfr. p. 254, and
fruitless, to affix some name short App. Catholic.

of "Catholic" or "Christian" on * Vid. Mrletius.

the children of the Church, vid.
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Chap. I. j^amc, iior is lie named from them, but all in like

manner, and as is usual, are called Christians. For

though we have a succession of teachers and become

their disciples, still, because we are taught by them the

things of Christ, we both are, and are called, Christians

all the same. But those who follow the lieretics, though

they have innumerable successors in their heresy, yet for

certain bear the name of him who devised it. Thus,

though Arius be dead, and many of his party liave suc-

ceeded him, yet those who think with him, as being known

from Arius, are called Arians. And, it is a remarkable

evidence of this, that those of the Greeks who even at this

time come into the Chnrch, on giving up the superstition

of idols, take the name, not of their catechists, but of the

Saviour, and are henceforth for Grreeks called Christians

;

while those of them who go off to the heretics, and, again,

all who from the Church change to this heresy, abandon

Christ's name, and at once are called Arians, as no longer

holding Christ's faith, but having become heirs of the

mania of Arius.

5. How then can they be Christians, who for Christians

are Ario-maniacs ? or how arc they of the Catholic Church,

who have shaken off the Apostolical faith, and become

authors of what is new and evil ? who, after abandoiung

the onicles of divine Scripture, call Arius's Thalias a new

wisdom ? and with reason too, for a novelty that wisdom

is. And hence a man may marvel that, whereas many have

^vl"itten many treatises and abundant homilies upon the

Old Testament and the New, yet in none of them is a

Thalia found ; nay nor among the more respectable of the

Greeks, but among those only who sing such strains over

their cups, amid cheers and jokes, when men are merry, that

the rest may laugh ; till this marvellous Arius, who, taking

no grave pattern, and ignorant even of what is respectable,

while he stole largely from other heresies, would in the
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ludicrous go notliine; short of Sotades.-'' For what
f"'^_^^'"

hcsecmcd him more, when he would dance forth

ag'ainst the Saviour, than to throw his impious words into

dissolute and abandoned metres ? that, while a mnn, as

Wisdom says, is hnoivii from the utterance of Im word, so

from those mnnbers sliould be seen the writer's effeminate

soul and corruption of tlionght. So much for his style of

writing ; now let us iiKjuire into the matter of which it is

tlie expression.

CHAPTER II.

(>. Thus he starts :

—

"According to faith of God's elect, God's prudent ones.

Holy children, rightly dividing, God's Holy Spirit

receiving,

Have I learned this from the partakers of wisdom.

Accomplished, divinely taught, and wise in all things.

Along their track have I been walking, witli like

opinions,

I the very famous, the much suffering for God's glory ;

And taught of God, I have acquired wisdom and

knowledge."

Then follow his l)lasphemies :
—" God was not always a

Father ;
" but " once God was alone and not yet a Father,

but afterwards He became a Fatlier." " The Son was not \

always ; " for, wliereas all things were made out of no-
j

thing, and all things are creatures and works, so the
|

Word of God Himself " was made out of nothing," and
" once was not," and " was not before His generation,"

but as others " had an origin of creation." " For God,"

he says, "was alone, and the Word as yet was not, nor

the Wisdom. Tlien, wisbing to frame us, thereupon He

5 Vid. Appenil. Aria?.
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Chap. II. j-^adc a certain being, and named Him Word and

Wisdom and Son, that He might form us by means

of Him." Accordingly he says that there are two Wisdoms,

first, the attrilmte co-existent with God, and next, that by

this Wisdom the Bon was generated, and was only named

Wisdom and Word as partaking of it. "For Wisdom,"

saith he, " at the will of the wise Uod, had its existence

by Wisdom." In like manner, he says, that there is

another Word in God besides the Son, and that the Son

again, as partaking of it, is named Word and Son according

to grace. And this too is an idea proper to their heresy,

as shown in other works of theirs, that there arc many

powers, one of which is fjod's own by nature and eternal ;

but that Christ, again, is not the true power of God : but,

as others, one of the so-called powers ; one of which,

namely, the locust and the caterpillar, is called in Scrip-

ture, not merely the power but the (jrail poivcr. The

others are many and are like the Son, and of them l)a\id

speak'S in the Psalms, when he says fhc Lord of Hosts or

poimfi. And by nature, as all l)eings, so the Word Him-

self is alterable, and remains good l)y His own free will,

while He choosetli ; wlien, however, He wills. He can

alter as we can, as l)eing of an alteral)le nature. For

"thcn'fore," saith he, "as foreknowing that He would be

good, did God l)y anticipation bestow on Him this glory,

which afterwarks, as man, He attained from virtue. Thus

in consequence of His works foreknown, did God bring

it to pass that He, being such, should come into being."

7. Moreover he has dared to say, that "the Word is

not the true God;" that "though He is called God He is

not very God," but "by participation of grace. He, as

all the others, is God only in name." And, whereas all

beings are uidike and foreign to God in substance, so

too is "the Word unlike and alien in all things to the

Father's substance and essence," and belongs to things
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created, and is one of these. Ai'terwards, lie says ?"• P''-]^'-'•').§ 5—7.

that "even to tlie Son tlie Father is invisil)le,"

and "the Word cannot perfectly and exactly cither see or

know His own Father
;

" l)nt even what He knows and

what lie sees, He knows and sees "in proportion to His

own measure," as we also know according to our own

capacity. For the Son, too, he says, not only knows not

the Father exactly, for He fails in comprehension, but "He
knows not even His own substance ; "—and that " the sub-

stances of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Gliost,

are separate in natiu'c, and apart, and disconnected, and

alien, and without participation of each other
;

" and, in

his own words, "utterly unlike to each other in sub-

stance and glory, infinitely so." Thus as to "likeness of

glory and substance," he says that the Word is entirely

foreign to both the Father and the Holy Ohost. In such

words hath the impious spoken ; declaring tliat the Son is

distiuftt by Himself, and in no respect p.irtaker of the

Father.

8. Who can hear all this without losing self-com-

mand ? The Iwavoii, as the Prophet says, irns asfo/n'shr/I,

and 1lie earth. Hhiidihred at the transgression of the Tjaw.

But the sun, with gi'cater horror once, impatient of the

bodily contumelies which the conuuon Lord of us all

voluntarily encountered for us, turned away, and, with-

drawing his rays, made that day sunless. And shall not

all human kind at Arius's blasphemies be struck speec^h-

less, and stop their ears, and shut their eyes, to escape

hearing them or seeing their autlior ? Rather, will not

the Lord Himself have reason to denounce the unthank-

fulness, as well as the impiety, of suc'h men, in the woi-ds

which He hath already uttered by the Prophet Hosea ?

Woe viifo 1h.em, for they have fled from Me ,- destruction upon

th.em hecanse thej/ hare trmi.yressed ar/aim^t Me; thouf/h I
hare redeemed them yet iJieij have spolcen lies against Me.

M
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Chap. TTT. ^„(| p^jf^,, ^fi(,y^ TIk'ij iniafiiDc misrliirf a()ainf<t Me;

fh('i/ flint nivnij 1o a DothiDfi. Fov to turn away

from the Word of (Jod, wliicli is, and to fashion to tliem-

sclvcs one tliat is not, is to fall to what is nothing. For

this was why the Ecumenical Council, when Arius thus

spoke, cast him from the Church, and anathematised him,

as impatient of such impiety." And ever sin(!e has Arius's

error been reckoned for a lieresy more than ordinary, he

being known as Christ's foe, and forerunner of Antichrist.

Though then so great a condemnation of this iiupious

teaching be sufficient in a special way to make all men flee

frcmi it, as I said above, yet since certain persons called

Christian, either in ignorance or in pretence, tliink it an

indifferent matter in relation to the Truth, and call its

])rofessors Christians, proceed we to put some questions to

tliem, according to oui' powers, thereby to expose its

unscru])nlous ch;u'acter. Perhaps, when thus encountered,

they will be silenced, and flee from it, as from the sight of

a servient.

^

Chapter TIT.

The Son of (loil vncrctitc and from nurla^iiiui.

0. If then they consider that the use of certain pluMses

of divine 8('ripture changes tlie blas2)hemy of tlie Thalia into

])raise and ))Iessing, then of course they onglit simply to

disown Christ with the present Jews, when they see how

those Jews study the Law and the Prophets ; perhaps too

they will deny the Law and the Propliets like Manichecs,

(considering the latter read some poiiions of the Gospels.

But what is the use of a]ipealing to the Scri})tures, if it is an

•5 Vid. Appond. Arius. hreretici sunt pr(>nnnoi;ii,i, ortlio-
> " Etiamsi in orroris eorum doxonim securit.ati sufficerct."

dest.ruct.ionom nulli conderon- Vig. contr. Eutycli. i. p. 494.

tur liltri, hoc ipsum solum, quod



AOAINST AIUANISM. HI;)

imperfect appeal ? To ))oli(_'ve in one (ioct.riiie avails ^"•J^g'''^-

not, if you deny the rest. Arius then has lost his

all of faith, and betrays his ignorance of our whole creed,

and does but play the hypocrite when he denounces other

heresies. For how can he speak truth concerning the Father,
]

who denies the Son that reveals Him to us ? or how can he
i

be orthodox concerning the Spirit, while he speaks profanely

of the Word from whom is Tts supply ? and who will trust

liis teaching concerning the Resurrection, denying, as he

does, Christ, for our sakes the First-begotten from the dead ? ;

and how shall he not err in respect to His incarnate
|

presence also, who is simply ignorant of the Son's genuine

and true generation from the Father ? For thus, the old '

Jews also, denying the Word, and saying, Wr have )w kinfj

I)uf ('rrmr, were forthwith stripped of all they had, and

forfeited the light of the Lamp, the fragrance of ointment,

the knowledge of propliecy, and the Truth itself ; till now
they understand nothing, but are walking as in darkness.

10. A great darkness surely tliis heresy ! for who was

ever yet a liearer of such a doctrine ? or whence or from

whom did its abettors and liireh'ngs^ gain it? who
thus expounded to them wlien they were at school ? who
told them, "Al)andon creature-worship and then draw

near and worship a creature and a woi'k " ? ^ But if they

themselves own that now for the first time they have heard

it, let them not deny that this heresy is foreign to

Christians, and not from our fathers ? l>ut what is not

from our fathers, but has been lighted on in this day,

how can it be but that of which the blessed Paul has fore-

told, that in the laticr times some sJuill depart from, the sound

faith., fiivinij heed to sedurinu spirits and doctrines of devils,

ill the hijpocrisij of liars, canterized in their own conscience,

and tvrninfi awai/from the trnth.?'^

"^ Vid. Append. Arians. '^ Vid. snpr. p. 7, Enc. n. 5, and
' Vid. Semi-arian». App. Ale-eandcr.

M 2
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Chap. iir. jj^ y^^^,^ behold, we take Divine Scripture, mid

out of it discourse witli freedom concern iu^j,- the

holy Faitli, and set it up as a lii!,-lit upon its candlestick,

and say:—"He is true Son of tlie Fatlier, natural aud

i;'eiuiine, and projier to His snltstaiKu', Wisdom ()idy-l)e-

ii;otten, True and only Word of (!od, not a creature, nor a

work, but an Offsprino- propei' to the Father's substance.

And therefore it is that He is Ti'uo (Jod, be(;ause from the

True Father He exists consubstantially. As to other beings,

to whom He has said, / .s.v/// //f art' //ods, only by participa-

tion of tlie Word through the Spirit have they this grace ;

hut He is the fDi/nrss of the Father's Porwn,^ and Light

from Lijiht, and Poiiur, aud true /w/z/y/c of tlie Father's sub-

stance. For this too the Lord has said, He that hath som

Me, tidtli. xccii the Father. And. He ever was and is, and

ne\'er was not. For the Father being everlasting, His Word

and His Wisdom must be everlasting also;" such is our

holy faith, liut those champions of Arius, what have they

t:> show us from the infamous Thalia ? What but this ?

that "(lod was not always a Father, but became so after-

wards ; the Son was not always, for He was not before His

generation ; He is not from the Father, hut ITe, as others,

has come into subsistence out of nothing ; He is not pi'oper

to the Father's substance, for He is a creatui-e and work " ?

And "(Mirist is not true God, hut He, as others, was made

God by participation ; the Son has not exact knowledge

of the Father, nor does the Word see the Father perfectly ;

and neitlier exactly understands nor knows the Father.

He is nob the true and oidy Word of the Father, Imt is in

name only called Word and AVisdom, aud is called by

grace Son and Power. He is not unalterable, as the

Father is, l)ut alterable in nature, as the c-reatures, and He

comes short of pei'fect knowledge of the Father reaching

to comprehension."

VTToffrnmc.
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12. Wonderful this heresy, nut ])lausihle even, ?^"- ^^''^

1- >; 9—10.

but making speculations against Him that is, that - -

He be not, and everywhere putting forward blasphemy

for blessing ! Were any one, after inquiring into both sides, to

be asked, whether of the two he would follow in faith, or

whetlier of the two spoke fitly of God,—nay, if these fosterers

of impiety themselves be asked, what ought they to answer ?

For this is the cardinal question, Was He, or was He not ?

ever, or not before His generation ? without beginning, or

from this and from them ? true Son, or by adoption and from

participation and as a conception ? h it right to call

Him one of God's works, or to unite Him to the Father

;

to consider Him uidike the Father in substance, or hke and

proper to Him ; a creature, or Him through whom the

creatures came to be ? shall we say that He is the Father's

Word, or that there is another Word beside Him, and that

by this other He wa§ made, and Ijy another Wisdom ; and

that He is only named Wisdom and Word, and is a partaker

of this Wisdom, and second to it ?

Id. Which of these theologies, 1 say, in its language con-

cerning the Lord Jesus, is consonant with Scripture ? *

and, if there is only one answer to be made, why do yon

not make it ? For there is no middle path, and they

know this well ; but in their craft, I say, they conceal it, not

having the courage to speak out, but uttering something-

else. For should they speak, a condenniation would

follow ; and should they be suspected, proofs from

Scripture will be cast at them from every side. Where-

fore, in their craft, as children of this world, after feeding

their so-called lamp from the wild olive, and fearing lest

' Atliau., it may bo suid, Soriptiu'e to illiistrato and oxplain
iilway.s as.siiiiiew tho ti'aditiuual or it. Which explauatioo, he aaks,
eculesiastioal truth (which thu our.s or the Ariau, best accords
Ariaus granted) "Christ is God," with Scripture ?

aud then he poos at once to
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Chap. 111. [^ should sooii be qucnclied (for it is said, the, lif/hi

~ of the ivlrh'il ^hall he [laf oaf), they hide it under

the bushel of their hyjtocrisy, and make a different profession,

and boast of patronage of friends and authority of Con-

stantius, that what with their hypocrisy and their boasts,

those who come to them may be kept from seeing how

foul their heresy is.

14. Is it not detestable, again, on this ^'ery score, that it

dares not speak out, but is kept hid by its own friends, and

fostered as serpents are ? for from what sources have they

got together these words of theirs ? or from whom have

they received what they venture to say ? Not any one

man can they specify who has supplied it. For who is

there in all mankind, Greek or Barbarian,' who ventures

to rank among creatures Him whom he confesses the while

to be God, and says, that He was not till He was made ?

or who is there, who to the God in whom he has i»ut faith

refuses to give credit, when He says, This is Mij Bclov&l

Son, on the pretence that He is not a 8on, but a creature ?

rather, such madness would rouse a universal indignation.

Nor, again, does Scripture afford them any pretext ; for it

has been often shown, and it shall be shown now, that

what they teach is alien to the divine oracles. Therefore,

since all that remains is to say that from the devil came

their mania, (for of such opinions he alone is sower,)

proceed we to resist him ; for with him is our real

conflict, and they are but instruments ;—that, the Lord

aiding us, and the enemy, as he is wont, being overcome

with arguments, they may be put to shame, when they see

him without resource who sowed this heresy in them, and

may learn, though late, that, as being Arians, they are not

Christians.
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Chapter IV.

A/is/rcr to iiUelU'ctual objections to tlu- (loctiiiie.

15. At his sug-gestion then ye have mamtahied,
^ ^';"io^^'fi-

and ye thhik, that " there was once when the

Son was not
;

" this is the first cloak of your theory of

doctrine which has to be stripped off. Say then what was

once when tlie Son was not, slanderous and impious

men !
^ If ye say the Father, your blasphemy is l)ut

greater ; foi- it is impious to say that He was at one time,

or to signify Him in the word " once." For He is ever, and

is now, and as the Son is, so is He, and is Himself He

that is, and Father of the Son. But, if ye say that the

Son was once, when He Himself was not, the answer is

unmeaning. For how could He both be and not be ? In

this difficulty, you can but answer, that there was a time

when the Word was not ; for your very adverb " once

"

naturally signifies this. And your other, " The Son was

not before His generation," is equivalent to saying, " There

was once when He was not," for both the one and the

other signify that there is a time before the Word.

1(5. Wlience tlien this your discovery ? for no passage of

Holy Scripture has used such language of the Saviour, but

rather " always " and " eternal " and " co-existent always

witli the Father." For, In. tlw Inyinnin;/ was tlw Word,

•'' Athan. observes that this true, if "lict'oro" was taken, iiot

forinula of the Arians is a mere to imply time, Imt origination

evasion to escape using the word or beginning And in this sense

"time," vid. also Cyril. Thesaur. the first verse of St. John's Gos-

iv. pp. 19, 20. Else let them pel may lie interpreted, "In the

explain, --"There was," what Jicginning,'" or Origin, i.e., in the

"when the Sou was not?" or Father, "was the Word." Thus

wliat was before the Son? since Athan. himself undershmds thai.

He Himself was before all times text, Orat. iv. § 1. Vid. also Orat.

and ages, which He created. iii. § 9. Nyssen. contr. Euuom.

Did they mean, however, that iii. p. 106. Cyril. Thesaur. p.

it was the Father wlio " was

"

312.

before the Sou? This was
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cuAi'. IV.
fff^^i fj^,. Word was icitk (Joil, (iml Ihr Won! iras

God. And in the Apocalypse he says, Wltu is and

icko was and v'h,o is to come. Now who can rob " a'ko is
"

and " wJio was " of eternity ? This too in confutation of

the Jews hatli Paul written in his Epistle to the Eomans,

Of ivkon as concerniiKj thi; Jiesh is Cltrist, who is over all,

God hiessed for ever ; and to shame the Greeks, he has said,

The invisible iJbinijs of Him from the creation of the world are

clearIij seen, heintj binderstood, by the things that are made, even

His eternal Power and Godhead ; l)at who the Power of God

is, he teaches us elsewhere himself, sayiuy, Christ God's

Power and God's Wisdom. Surely in these words it is not

the Father whom he designates, as ye often have whispered

one to another, affirming that the Father is His eternal

power. This is not so; for he says not, "God Himself is

the power," but '' His is tiie power." Very plain is it to

all that " His " is not " lie
;

" yet not something alien

but rather something proper to Him.

17. Study too the context, and turn to the Lord; to that

Lord whom the Apostle elsewhere calls the Spirit, to that

Son, whom here he calls the Power of God. Then you

will see that it is the Sou of whom he speaks. For after

making mention of the creation, he litly speaks of the

Framer's Power as seen in it, which Power, I say, is the

Word of God, by whom all things came to be. Creation

is not sufficient of itself to make God known. You may

as well say it was sufficient to come into being of itself.

As it was through the Son that it was made, so through

the Son it speaks of God.*' As in Him (dl things consist, so

'• Athiui. .socins huro to i>ivo hiiriiuiny, .sweetuess, aud joyous-

expression to a feeling not un- ness, which we may, if we choose,

common now ; that when we call an aninm mundi, Ijut which
contemplate this beautiful visililc to an opQGtr OtiopHv is the Pi'imo-

woi'ld, •(^.y•., as its hidden life bursts genitum Vcrbum Dei witnessing
forth in sprin^-, wo recognise in to His Eternal Lather. Vid. infr.

it a unity, power, intelligoucc, p. 355.
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of necessity, u rightly ordered mind sees the fr;un-
^'^''i/"'j^^'

ing Word in it, and tln'ough Him begins to appre- -•

hend the Father. And if, as the Saviour also says, No one

hioiveth the, Father, .save the Son, and he to n:ho)ii the Son shall

reveal Hun, and if on Philip's asking. Show as the Father, He
said not, " Behold the creation," but. He that hath seen

Me, hath seen the Father, reasonably doth Paul, while accusing

the Greeks of contemplating the harmony and order of the

creation without reflecting on the Framing Word within

it, (for the creatures witness to their own Framer,) and as

desirous that through the creatures they might apprehend

the true God, and abandon creature-worship, reasonal)ly,

I say, doth He speak of His eternal Power and Godhead, in

order thereby to signify that through the Son alone can

they interpret creation aright.

18. And when the sacred writers say Who exists before

the ages, and By whom He made the ages, they thereby as

clearly preach the eternal and everlasting being of tli(3

Son, even wliile they are designathig God Himself. Thus,

if Esaias says, The Fverlasthuj God who has famished th,e

ends of the earth ; and Susanna, Everlasting God ; and

Baruch wrote, / will erg anto the Everlasting in uuj dags,

and shortly after, Mg hope is in the Everlasting, that He

will save gou, and jog is come anto m.e from the Holg One ,•

yet forasmuch as the A})ostle, writing to the Hebrews,

says. Who being the Uejlcction of His glorg and the Impress

of His Person. ; and David, too, in the eighty-ninth Psahn,

Aiul the Brightness of the Lord be apon as, and. In 'Ihg

Light shall toe see Light, who has so little sense as to doubt

of the eternity of the Son ? for when did man see light

without the reflection of its radiance, tliat he may say of

the Son, " There was once when He was not," or

" Before His generation He was not."

19. And the words addressed to the Son in the hundred

and forty-fourth Psalm, 7'hg kingdom is a kingdoni. of all
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CHAP. IV,
ff^i^.^^^ forbid any one to imai^iiic any interval at all

in wliicli the Word did not exist. For if every

interval is measured in the a<ies, and of all the ages the Word

is Kinj>- and Maker, therefore, wliereas no interval at all exists

prior to Him, it were madness to say, " There was once when

the Everlasting was not," and " From nothing is the Son."

20. And whereas the Lord Himself says, I am the Truth,

not " I became the Truth ; " but always, / am,—I am the

Shepherd,—I am the Lif/hf,—unci again. Cat I i/e Me not, the

Lord and the blaster ? and ye call Me ivell, for ,so I am., who,

hearing such language from (Jod, from the Wisdom and

Word of the Father, speaking of Himself, will any longer

hesitate about its truth, and not forthwith believe that in

the phrase / ftm, is signified that the Son is eternal and

unoriginate ?

21. It is plain then from the above that the Scriptures

declare the Son's eternity ; it is ecjually plain from what

follows that the Arian phrases " He was not," and

" before " and " when," are in the same Scriptures pre-

dicated of creatures. Moses, for instance, in his account

of the generation of our system, says, And every plant of

the field, before if wan in the earth, and every Ihcrh of the field

before it yreiv ,• for the Lord God htul not earned it to rain

upon the earth, and there was not a man to till the yronad.

And in Deuteronomy, When, the Most High divided to the

nations. And the Lord said in His own Person, If ye

.loved Me, ye tvoidd rejoice because I said, I yo unto the Father,

for my Father is yreater than I. And now I have told yon

before it come to pass, that when it is come to pass, ye miyht

believe. And concerning the creation He says by Solomon,

Or ever the earth, was, when there were no depths, T n-as

Irronyht forth ; when titere were no fonidains aboandiny with

water. Before the nwantalns were settled, before the hills,

was I brouyld forth. And Before Abraham was, I am.

And concerning Jeremias He says. Before I formed thee in
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tkf womb, I kiit'ir tim'. k\A David in the Psulin
i^'*-,.?'^?;' 1. S la— 14.

says, Before th,e iiwii,ittalii>i were hromjld forth, or ever

the earth, and the world were made, Thou art God from ever-

laHtiiijj and world without end. And in Daniel, Susanna cried

out with a loud voice aud .s//id, everlastinff God, that Imoweat

the secrets, aiul Iniowest all thiui/s before the// come to be.

22. Tiius it appeal's that the phrases " once was not,"

and " before it came to be," and " when," and the like,

are fitly used of creatures, which come out of nothinii',

but are alien to the Word. But if such terms are used in

Scripture of things created, but, " ever " of the Word,

it follows, that the 8on did not come out of nothing, nor

is in the number of such things at all, but is the Father's

Image and Word eternal, never having not been, but

being ever, as the eternal Reflection of a Light which is

eternal. Why imagine then times before the 8on ? or

wherefore blaspheme the Word as if He began later than

time began,—He by whom even the ages were made ? for,

how did time or age subsist, when the Word, as you say,

had not yet appeared, throvijh whom all things were m.<ute,>

and without whom was made not one thimj ? Or why, when

you do really mean time, do you not i)laiidy say, " a time

was when the Word was not ? " but you hitle the word

" time " to deceive the simple, but you do not at all con-

ceal your own spirit, nor, even if you did, could you escajie

discovery. For you still simply mean times, when you

say, " There was when He was not," and " He was not

before His generation."

Chapter V.

Answer to intellectual objections.

2'd. The Son, then, according to Scripture, is eternal,

uncreate, and the creating principle of all tilings. When



172 THREE IMSCDrUSlO.S OE ATHAXASIUS

Chap. V. ^y^. t]j^g speak, they make answer, " If so, if He
" otei'iially co-exists with tlie Father, call Him no

more the Father's Son, hut His hrother." insensate and

contentious ! For if we said only that He was eternally

with the Father, and not His Son, tlieir pretended scruple

would have some plausibility ; but if, while Ave say that He
is eternal, we also confess Him to be the Son from the

Father, how can He that is begotten be considered ])rother

of Him who begets ? And if our faith contemplates a

Father and a Son, what brotherhood is there between

them ? and how can the Word be called brother of Him
whose Word He is ? This is not an objection of men

really ignorant, for they comprehend how the truth lies ;

but it is a Jewish pretence, and that of men who, in

Solomon's words, throiKjU (h'.sire scpanUe themselves from the

truth. For the Father and the Son were not generated

fi'oni some pre-existing origin, that we may account Theui

brothers, l)ut the Father is the origin of the Son and

begat Him ; and the Father is Father, and not the Son of

any : and the Son is Son, and not brother.

24. Nor can any fault be found, as they would wish, in

speaking of an eternal offspring. So far from His not

being eternal because He is the Son, I will say that He
could not bo the Son unless • He were eternal. For

consider ; was the substance of the Father ever imperfect,

so that what belonged to it and was a complement neces-

sary for its perfection was added afterwards ? Man is an

impei'fect being, and soon grows into the maturity of his

powers ; but Clod's offspring is eternal, ]»ecause (Jod's

nature is ever perfect. If then the Word be not a real

Son of God, but a divine work brought out of nothing

and merely called a son, if they can prove this, by all

means let them cry out, " Once He was not ;
" but, if He

is in truth Son, as the Fatlier says and the Scriptures

proclaim, and a son is nothing else than what is generated
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from the I'atlier ; so that in sliort tlie Son of God
i^^J',,^^^^

is to be identified witli His Word, and Wisdom,

and Radiance ; wliat can we say bnt tliat, in maintaining'

"Once the Son was not," tliey rol) <iod of His Word, like

plunderers, and ojieiily }>redi("ite of llini that He was once

without His pro})er Word and Wisdom,^ and that the liight

was once without Iladiance, and the Fountain was once

barren and dry ? " For thou,2;h they pretend to shrink from

the name of time, because of those who reproach them witli

it, and say that He was l)cfore times, yet whereas they assii^'n

certain intervals, in which they ima,L;-ine He was not, they

are most impious still, as equally suggesting times, and

imputing to God's nature an absence of His Word.

25. This reasoning they cannot meet, if they really hold

Him to be the; Son of God ; but in truth they do not hold

Him to be such. Tn name indeed they do, in order to

evade the condemnation which they would otherwise incur,

but they use the w^ord " Son " figuratively, and think that

we cannot use it in a literal and I'cal, without using it in

a material sense. I)Ut is it not a grievous error in them,

to have material thoughts about what is inmiaterial, and

liecause of the weakness of their own nature to deny

what is natui'al and proper to the Father ? It comes to

this, that they ought to deny the Father also, because they

understand not how God is, or what the Father is, if,

in their folly, they measure by themselves the Offspring

of tlie Father. And men in such a state of mind as

to consider that there cannot ])e a Son of God, demand

our pity ; however, they must be interrogated and con-

futed, for the chance of even thus bringing them to their

senses.

20. Moreover, if, as you say, "the Son is from nothing,"

and " was not before His generation," He, of course, as well

as others, must be called Son and God, and Wisdom, not

" Vid. App. yh'viiinc. ^ Vid. App. rfXeioc-
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Chap. v. [^ ^]^(j \\^\\ ineaniiig of the words, hut only as a

sliadow and similitude of the True, that is, He is

Son hy participation ; for thus all other creatures consist,

and by sanctification are glorified. You have to tell us,

then, of what He is partaker. All other things partake the

.Spirit, but He, according to you, of what is He pirtaker ?

of the Spirit ? Nay, rather the Spirit Himself takes from

the Son, as He Himself says ; and it is not reasonable to

say that the latter is sanctified hy the former. Therefore

it is the Father that the Son partakes ; for this only re-

mains to say. Now this, which is participated, what is it

or whence ? Tf it he something external, provided hy the

Father, He will not then be partaker of the Father, but of

what is external to Him ; and no longer will He be even

second after the Father, since He has before Him this other

;

nor can He be called Son of the Father, Init of that, as

partaking which, He has been called Son and God. And

if this be extravagant and impious, when the Father says,

77ns is my JMoved Son, and when the Son says that God

is His own Father, it follows that what is partaken is

not external, but from the substance of the Father. And

as to this again, if it be other than the substance of

the Son, an equal extravagance will meet us ; there

Ixn'ng in that case something between this that is from

the Father and the substance of the Son, whatever

that be.»

27. Therefore it is irrelevant and beside the Truth to

say that the Son's participation of the Father consists in

anything external to the Father ; and if so, it must be of

the substance of the Father that ?Te partakes ; and if of

the substance, it must be a whole participation, for

portions and separations are foreign to the idea of things

spiritual, and it is all one to say that God is wholly

partic-ipated and that He begets ; and what does begetting

n Vid. App. The Son.
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sio;nify but a iral Son ? And thus tlie Son is He of
i^\"-i^_l^f(;

whom all things partake, according to that grace —
of the Spirit which comes from Him ; and this shows

that the Son himself partakes of nothing, bnt what is i)a,r-

taken of by us from the Father is the Son ; for, as partaking

of the Son Himself, we are said to partake of God ; and this

is what Peter said, that ye may he partahrrs in a divine nature ;

as says too the Apostle,^ Ivno/r yr not that ye are the temple

of Gnd ? and. We are the temple of the Liriny God. And

beholding the Son, we see the Father ; for our conception

and comprehension of the Son is knowledge concerning

the Father, l)ecanse He is the proper Offspring from His

snbstanco. And there is nothing to hinder our l)elief in a

trne and literal Son of God ; for God is a Spirit, and in

consequence, as IFc can be partaken of by all beings in

their measure, without any separation or injury to His sul)-

stance, as you would yourselves allow, so it is not ditticult

to conceive that full and entire participation of His sub-

stance by our Lord, which is generation, and constitutes

Him the genuine, the true, the Only-begotten Son of God.

28. Coming back then to the eternity of the Son, it

a])pears that His Sonship is no difficulty in the way of be-

lieving that eternity, and He is identified with the Father's

Word and Wisdom, in and through whom He creates and

makes all thnigs ;—and His Radiance too, in whom He

enlightens all things, and is revealed to whom He will ;

—

and His Impress and Image also, in whom He is contem-

plated and known, whereby He and Ifis Fcdher are 07ie,

and whoso looketh on Him, looketh on the Father ;—and

the Christ, in whom all things are redeemed, and the new

creation wrought afresh. And on the other hand, the

Son being such Offspring, it is not fitting, rather it is full

of peril, to say that He is a work out of nothing, or that

' Vid. Apostle.
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ciiAr. VI, jj^, ^y^^ j^(,,. i^^.ff,^.^ jjjg generation. Nor is this

all :—For he wlio thus si:)eaks of that which belongs

to the Father's substance, ah-cady blasplicmes the Father

Himself ; since necessarily wrong thonghts of Him are

involved in false imaginations about His Hon.

CjIAl'TER VT.

An^iivr to i111<•}{('( iu(t} ohjoriinnf<.

2D. Thougli this is enough in refutation of the heresy,

its heterodoxy will appear from reasons such as the follow-

ing : if God be Maker of all things by means of His Son,

to deprive the 8on of this necessary prerogative is, in fact,

to de]ii-ive the Eternal Father of His creative power. Again,

if the 8on once was not, then the Triad is not from

eternity, but was a Monad first, and afterwards a Triad, and

so the true knowledge whic^h we have of Ood grew, it

seems, and took shape.- Then again, if the Son has come
out of nothing, T suppose the whole Triad came out of

nothiTig too, or, what is more serious still, being Divine,

it included in its unity a created thing, which has worship

and glory together with Him-who-is ever, and is made up
of strange and alien" natures and substances. Is this a

teaching endural)le as regards so august a Truth ? Is this

an intelligible worship, which is so inconsistent with itself,

as being at one time yes, and at another no H For what we
know, it will receive, as time goes on, some fresh accession,

and so on without limit ; since by way of accessions at first

- As the name of the Holy into the Church, it is a virtual
Trinity has hoen used from tho proof of our Lord's divinity prior
first and liy our Lord's institution to and more authoritative than
as thn name of initiation in the the Scripture texts concerning it

instance of every one admitted and catechetical tradition.
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and at startim>' it received its coiisistetice. And ^^^•,^'';''-

SO doubtless it may decrease on the contrary, for

addition plainly admits of subtraction. But this is not so ;

perisli the thought ! the Triad k not thus brought into

being. It is not generate ; but there is an eternal and one

Uodhead in a Triad ; and of that Holy Triad there is one

glory ; and ye presume to di\ide it into different natures. The
Father is eternal, and yet ye say of the Word which is en-

throned with Him, " Once He was not ;

" and whereas the Son
is enthroned with the Father, yet ye thuik to place Him far

from Him. The Triad is Creator and Framer, and yet ye fear

not to degrade It to things which are from nothing
;
ye scruple

not to make slaves equal to the Majesty of tlie Three, and to

rauk the King, the Lord of Sabaoth, with His subjects.

30. Cease then to confuse together ideas which are in-

compatible, or rather, confuse not what is-not, with Ilini-

that-is. Such statements do not glorify and honour

the Lord of all, but the reverse; for he who dishonours

the Son, dishonours also the Father. For if theological

truth has its perfection in a Triad now, and this is

the true and only divine worship, and this is the good

and the truth, it must always haxe been so, unless

the good and the true be something that came aftei',

and tlie truth of God's nature is completed by additions.

I say, it must have been eternally so ; but if not eternally,
[

not so at present either, but at present only so as you 1

suppose it was from the first ;—so as not to be a Triad
|

now. 13 ut such heretics no Christian would bear ; for

it belongs to Creeks to introduce a Triad which is

generate, and to level It with things which came into

being ; for these do admit of deficiencies and additions ; but

the faith of Christians acknowledges the blessed Trinity

as unalterable and perfect and ever what It was ; neither

adding to It what is more, nor imputing to It any loss, for

both ideas are impious. And therefore that faith dissociates

It from aU things which came to be, and guards and
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CHAP. vi. svorsliips the unity of the Gudlictul as indivisible,

and shuns the Ariaii blasphemies, and confesses

and aekno\vledu,es tliat the 8on was ever ; for He is eternal,

as is the Father, of whom He is the Eternal Word ; and

now for further proof of this.

31. I say tlien the eternity of the Son and IHs unity

of substance with the Father are manifested in those titles,

which I have already incidentally insisted on, of Stream

from the Fountain, Word, Wisdom and Image. For

instance, if God be, and be called, the Fountain of

Wisdom and Life,—as He says by Jeremiah, TJtey have for-

saken Me, the Fountain of living waters ; and again, A
glorious high throne from the beginning, is the place of our

sanctuary ; Lord, the Hope of Israel, all that forsake Thee

shall he ashamed, and they that depart from Tlwe shall be

written in the earth, because they have forsaJcen the Lord, the

Fountain of living waters ; and in tlie Ijook of Baruch it is

written. Thou hast forsaken the Fountain of Wisdom,—this

implies that Life and Wisdom are not foreign to the Sub-

stance of the Fountain, but belong to It, nor were at

any time without existence, but were always. Now the

Son is all this, who says, / am the Life, and, / Wisdom

dwell with, prudence. Is it not then impious to say,

" Once the Son was not " ? for it is all one with saying,

" Once the Fountain was dry, destitute of Life and Wis-

dom." But a fountain it would then cease to be ; for what

begetteth not from itself cannot be called a fountahi.

What a freight of extravagance is here ! for God promises

that those who do His will shall be as a fountain which

the water fails not, saying by Isaiah the prophet. And the

Lord shall satisfy thy soul in drought, and make thy bones fat

;

and thou shall be like a nxdered yarden, and like a spriny of

water, whose waters fail not. And yet these men, whereas

God is called and is a Fountain of Wisdom, dare to insult

Him as barren and void once of His proper Wisdom.
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But tliuir doctrine is false ; ti'utli witnessinti' that ^\'- .^,^^-

.
1- * 19.

God is tlie eternal Fountuiu of His proper

Wisdom ; and, if the Fountain be eternal, the Wisdom also

must needs be eternal. For in It were all things made, as

David says in the Psalm, l/i IVmloin had Thou }iuuie them

all ; and Solomon says. The Lord by Wisdom ludh formed the

eartli, by uiiderstd.ndiny hatli He established the Iteavens.

32. And this Wisdom is the Word, for by Him, as John

says, all th.iiiys were made, and a.'itliout Him a-as made lujt

one tinny? And tliis Word is Christ : for there is One

God tlie Fatlier, from wliom are all thinys^ mid a^e for Him;
and One Lord Jesas Christ, titroayli, a'lanii are <dl tliinys,

and we tliroayk Him. And if all things are through Him,

He Himself is not to be reckoned within that "all.'" For

he who dares to call (Jhrist, through whom are all things,

one of that "all," is bound also to hiclude in that

"all" God Himself, from whom are all. But if he

shrinks from this as extravagant, and excludes God fn)m

that all, it is but consistent that he should also exclude

from that all the Only-begotten Son, as being proper to

the Father's substance. And, if He be not one of that

all, it is a sin to say concerning Him, " He was not,"

and " He was not before His generation." Such words

may be used of the creatures ; but as to the Son, He is

such as the Father is, of whose substance He is proper

Offspring, Word, and Wisdom. For a relation like this

belongs to the Son, as regards the Father, and to the

Father as regards the Son ; so that we may neither say

that God was ever without His Rational Word,^ nor that

the Son was non-existing. For what is meant by a Son, if

He be not from Him ? or by Word and Wisdom, except

what is ever proper to Him ? When then was God without

Him who belongs to Him ? or how can a man consider that

which belongs, as foreign and alien in substance ? for other

^ Vid. Scripture. ' Vid. App. dXoyoQ.

n2
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cuAi'. VI. tilings accorJitig to their luiturc us being creii-

tares, are without Ulveiiess in substtince to tlie

Maker, hut are external to Him, made hy the Word at His
grace and will, and thus admitting of sometimes ceasing to

l)e, if it so pleases Him who made them
; (for such is the

nature of things that are made ;) hut as to what belongs to

the Father's substance, (for this we have already found to

be the Sou,) what daring is it and impiety to say that

" This comes from nothing," and that " It was not before

its generation," but was adventitious, and can at some
time again cease to lie ?

38. Let a man only dwell upon this thought, and he

will discern how the perfection and the plenitude of the

Father's su) (stance is imj)aired by this hei'esy ; still more
clearly, however, he will see its e.\tra\aga-nce if -he con-

siders that the Son is also the Image and Radiance of the

Father, and Impress, and Truth. For if, when Light

exists, there be withal its Image, viz., liadiance, and if, a

Subsistence existing, there l)e of it the entire Lnpress, and
a Father existing, there be His Truth ; let them con-

sider what dei)ths of impiety they fall into, who make
time the measure of the Image and Countenance ^ of

the Godhead. For if "the Son was ndt before His
generation," Truth was not always in God, wliich it were

a sin to say ; for since the Father was, there was ever in

Him the Truth, which is the Son, who says, / am the

Truth. And the Subsistence existing, of course there was
forthwith its Impress and Image ; for God's Image is not
delineated from without, but God Himself hath begotten
it

;
in which seeing Himself, lie has delight, as the Son

Himself says, / m/s His delii/ht. When then did the

Father not see Himself in His own Image ? or when had
He not delight, that a man should dare to say, " The
Image is out of nothing," and "The Father had not

' Vid. App. tl^oc.
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deliglit before the Imao-e was srenerated " ? and how ^^- ^^''^'-

'"
i« § 20 — 21.

should the Maker and Creator see Himself in a -" 1

created and generated substance ; for sucli as is the Father,

such must be His Imao-e. Only consider then the attributes

of the Father, and then, if the Son be His Image, you

will understand what He must be. The Father is eternal,

immortal, powerful, Light, King, Sovereign, God, Lord,

Creator, and Maker. These attributes must be in the

Image, to make it true that he that hath seen the Son hath

smi the Father. If the Son be not all this, but, as the

Arians consider, a thing made, and not eternal, this is not

a true Image of the Father, unless indeed they give up
shame, and go on to say, that the title of Image, given to

the Son, is not a token of a similar sulistance,'' but is His

name only. But this, on the other hand, O ye Christ's

enemies, is not an Image, nor is it an Impress. For what

is the likeness of a being brought out of nothing to Him
who brought what was nothing into beiug ? or how can

that which is-not, be like Him that-is, beiug short of

Him in once not-being, and in its having its place among

things that have come to be ?

34. However, such the Arians wishing Him to be, have

contrived arguments of this kind :
—" If the Son is the

Father's Offspring and Image, and is like in all things to

the Father, then it necessarily holds that as He is begotten,

so He begets, and He too becomes father of a son. And
again, he who is begotten from Him, begets in his turn,

and so on without limit ; for nothing short of this it is to

make the Begotten like Him that begat Him." Authors

of blasphemy, verily, are these foes of God ! who, sooner

than confess that the Son is the Father's Image, conceive

material and earthly ideas concerning tlie Father Him-

self, ascribing to Him scverings and effluences and influences.

If tlicn God be as man, let Him l)ecome also a parent as

'' Here AtliMii. vopoirnisos tlio Honni'iision nf tln' Scnii-;irian.s.
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Chap. VI.
j^-^^^j^^ go that His Son sliould he father of an-

other, and so in succession one from anotlier, till

the series they imagine grows into a multitude of gods. But

if God be not as man, as He is not, we nnist not impute

to Him the attributes of man. For brutes and men, after

a Framer has set them off, are begotten by succession

;

and the son, having been l)egotten of a father who was a

son, becomes accordingly in his turn to a son a father, as

having in himself from his father that gift by which he

himself has come to be. Hence in such instances there is

not, ]iroperly s]ieaking, cither father or son, nor docs the

idea of father or the idea of sou stay in their case, for the

same man becomes lioth son and father, son of his father,

and father of his son. But it is not so in the Godhead ;

for not as man is God ; for neither is the Father from Father ;

(and therefore it is that He doth not beget one who shall

beget :) nor is the Son from effluence of the Father, nor

is He begotten from a father that was begotten ; therefore

neither is He so begotteu that He should beget. Thus it

l)elongs to the Godhead alone, that the Father is eminently

Father, and the Son eminently Son, and in Them, and Them

only, does it liold that the Father is ever Father and the

Son ever Son.

of). Therefore he who asks why the Son has not a son,

must inquire why the Father had not a father. But both

suppositions are out of place and impious exceedingly.

For as the Father is ever Father, and never could be Son,

so the Son is ever Son, and never could be Father. For

in this rather is He showu to be the Father's Impress and

Image, remaining what He is and not changing, but thus

receiving from the Father to be one and the samc.^ If

then the Father change, let the Image change ;
for such

is the reliition of the Image and Radiance towards Him

who begat It. T.nt if the Father is immutable, and what

" TaVTOTTJTa,
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He is that He continues to be, necessarily does the
j^"2f^22

Imao^e also continue what He is, and will not alter.

Now He is Son from the 'Father ; therefore He will not

become other than is proper to the Father's substance. Idly

then have the foolish ones devised this objection also,

wishing to separate the Image from the Father, that they

miii'ht level the Son with things generated.

Chapter VII.

Anstror to wfollrrfiinl oh/Wfiom^.

?)G. Ranking Him among these, according to the teach-

ing of Eusebins, and accounting Him to be such as are the

things which come into being through Him, the Arians

revolted from the truth, and at the beginning, when they

were commencing this heresy, were used to go about witii

phrases of craft which they had got together ; nay, up to

this time some of them, when they fall in with lioys in

the market-place,*^ question them, not out of divine Scrip-

ture at all, but thus, as if bursting out with f/ir ahundanre

of tlmr Imirf

:

—Ilc-that-is, did He, from Him-that-is,

make Him who was-not, or Him-who-was ? therefore did

He make the Son, whereas He-was, or whereas He-was-

not ? And again, " Is the ingenerate one or two ? " and

"Has He free-will, and yet at His own choice docs not

alter, as being of an alterable nature ? for He is not as a

stone to remain by Himself without movement." Next

they turn to women, and address them in turn in this

womanish language, " Hadst thou a son before bearing \

now, as thou hadst not, so neither was the Son of God in

being before His generation.'" With such words do the

disgraceful men sport and revel, and liken God to men,

•^ Vid. Apponil. Arinns.



184 THREE DISCOURSES OF ATHANASIUS

cnAP. VII. jireteiifliiio' to be Christians, but chanp:in,G: Clod's

p,'lory into an im^ujc miidc Uhe to corrvptihlr man.

?)7. Objections so shallow deserve no answer at all ; how-

ever, lest their heresy appear to have any foundation, it

may be right, though we go out of the way for it, to

refute them even here, especially on account of tlie women
who are so easily deceived by them. Wlieu they thus

speak, they should inquire of an architect, whether he can

build without materials ; and if he cannot, whether it

follows that God could not make the universe without

materials. Or they should ask whether any one of the whole

race of men can be without his place : and if he cannot,

whether it follows that God is in 'place ; that so they may

be brought to shame even by their audience. Or why is

it that, on hearing that God has a Son, they deny Him by

the parallel of themselves ; whereas, if they hear that He
creates and makes, no longer do they object their liuman

parallels ? they ought, when they discuss the subject of

creation, to introduce their human ideas into it, and to

snp])ly God with materials, and so deny Him to be Creator,

till they end in herding with Manichees. P)Ut if the

idea of God transcends such thoughts, and, on very first

hearing of Him, one believes and knows that He exists,

not as we exist, and yet that He does exist as God, and

creates not as men create, but still creates as God, it is

plain that He begets also not as men licget, but begets as

God. For God does not make man His pattern ; but

ratlu;r we men, because God is eminently, and alone truly.

Father of His Son, are also called fathers of our own

children ; for of Him is cvoii/ fdtliprhood in heaven and oartli

named. Tims their positions, while unscrutinised, lia\e a-

show of sense ; but if any one scrutinise them by reason,

th(\y will be found to merit inncih derision and mockery.

;5.S. For first of all, as to their first question, whicli is

such as this,—how vague it is !—they do not explain who it
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is they ask about, so as to allow of an answer,
i^!^2.^J!^4

but they say abstractedly, " He-who-is," " Him who-

is-not." ^ They profess to have thrown tlieir question into

such a sha])e as to (Compel an answer of decisive force

against the eternity of the Word ; but only apply it to

actual instances, and you will find that it will not hold.

"Who then " is," and what things " are not," Arians ? or

who " is," and who " is not " ? what things are said " to

be," what " not to be " ? for He-that-is, can make things

which are not, and things which are, and things which were

already. For instance, carpenter, and goldsmith, and potter,

each, according to his own art, works upon materials pre-

viously existing, making what vessels he pleases ; and

" He that is," namely, the Clod of all, having taken the

dust of the earth, existing and already brought into l)eing,

fashions man ; and that very earth, again, whereas once

it was not, He has in its time brought into being by His

own Word. If then this is the meaning of their question,

the creature on the one hand before its creation plaiidy

was not l)efore it came to be, and men, on the other, work

the existing material, " that which was ; " and thus their

reasoning is inconsefpient, since both " what is " comes to

be, and "what is not" comes to be, as these instances

show. So much as regards works, which are external to

God's substance ; l)ut it is otherwise with what is internal

to Tt. If they speak concerning God and His Word, let

' This olijoct.ion is found supr. another shape ; hcing but this,

I'^noycl. p. 4, o ib}> 9f(>c ror /n/ tliat tho vory fact of His beinp;

ovrn Ik row /o) iJvrot,'. Aoain, hoootton, that is, a .Son, implies a

I'tvTCi yty'tvvtjKf i) o/'k i'n'Ta. drop;. lifoinnino-, that is, a time when
Orat. 29, '), who answers it. Ho was not; it hcino' by the very

Psendo-llasil, eontr. Knnoni. iv. force of tho words al)surd to say

]). 281, 2. I'asil calls tho qnes- that "God boo-at Him that was,''

twxi7ro\v9()v\\i]T<>i', coutr. Eunom. or to deny that "God beg.at Him
ii. 14. It will be seen to be but that was nnf." l'V)r the symbol,

the Arian formula of " He was ovk- I'll' -n-jiiv ynnnjOij, vid. Di.sscrt.

not befor(> His li-cueratiou '" in ."> in iJir ,•nil lioi-'s Thool. Tracts.
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ciiAP. VII. them complete their question and tlien ask, Was
~ the God " who-is " ever without rational Word ?

and, whereas He is Light, was He rayless ? or was He
always Father of the Word ? Or again in this manner, Has

the Father " who-is " made the Word " who-is-not," or, as

He has been ever, so has He ever had with Him His Word,

as the proper OflPspring of His substance ? But such idle

sophistry scarcely requires an answer, in the face of the

many Scripture testimonies which I have adduced above, John

saying. In fJtP heginninn ?rm ihc Word, and Paul, W//o

hoimj iJifi /]ri//hfiif>ss of His fllonj, and WItn is ovor //IJ, God

hlesscd for pvor. Amen.

39. However, if I must answer them, I am forced to use

words after their own pattern of irreverence. After many

prayers^" then that God would l)e gracious to us, thus we

might ask them in turn : God who-is, lias He too so become,

whereas He was-not ? or is He also before He came to be ?

whereas then He-is, did He make Himself, or is He of

nothing, and ])eing nothing before, did He suddenly appear ?

Otit of place is such a question, and very blasphemous

too, yet parallel with theirs ; for whichever answer they

give, it al)ounds in impiety. But if it be l)lasphemous

and utterly impious thus to inquire about God, it will be

blasphemous too to make the like inquiries about His

Word. I am obliged thus to speak in order to expose

their shallow interrogation, for whereas God is, Pie Avas

eternally ; since then tlie Father is ever, His Radiance

ever is, which is His Word. And again, God who is,

hath from Himself His Word who also is ; and neither

bath the Word been added, whereas He was not before, nor

was the Father once without a Word. For this assault

upon the Son makes the blasphemy recoil upon the

Father ; as if He devised for Himself a Wisdom, and

Word, and Son from without ; for whichever of these

'" Vid. Append. Atharuishis.
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titles we use, we denote the OfTspriiiii' from the
i^"2.f!:26

Father, as has l)een said. As tlien if a person saw

the snn, and then inquired concerning- its radiance, and said,

" Did that whicli-is make that which-was, or that whicli-

was-not," he would be held not to reason sensibly, but to have

lost his senses, l)ecause he fancied that what conies altogether

from the light was external to it, and was raising questions,

how and where and when it were made ; in like manner,

thus to speculate concerning the Son and the Father, and

thus to inquire, is far greater madness, for it is to speak of

the Word of the Father as external to Him, and to image

His natural Offspring as a work, with the avowal " He was

not before His generation." This is the direct answer to

their question ; however, if they want another, let them

recollect that, when the Word irns made flesh, the Father,

who-was, " made " the Son who-was,—made Him man.

Whereas He was Son of God, He made Him in consum-

mation of the ages also Son of Man ; this they must grant,

unless forsooth, after Samosatene, they affirm that He did

not even exist at all, till He became man.

40. This is suflficient from us in answer to their first

question ; and now on your part, O Arians, remembering

your own words, tell ns whether for the framing of the

universe. He wlio-was had need of Him who-was-not, or of

Him who-was ? Yon said tliat He made for Himself His

Son out of notln'ng, as an instrument whereby to make

the universe. Which, then, is superior, that whicli needs

or that which su])])lies the need ? or does not each supply

the deficiency of the other ? Yon rather prove the weak-

ness of the Makei',' if He hfid not power of Himself to

make the universe, but provided for Himself an instrument ^

from without, as carpenter might do, or shi]1^vl'ight, unable

to work anything wiliiout axe and saw ? Can anything

' Vid. supr. 12, p. 20. - Vid. App. opyavov.
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ciiAP. VIII.
l)^, ]^^ore impious ! yet why should one dwell on

its heiuousness, when enough has gone before to

show that their doctrine is a mere fantasy ?

Chapter VIII.

Answer to intolJorhuiJ nhjocfions.

41. As to the qucsticm whi(;h they put to women, " TTadst

thou a sou before he was born ? " no answer need be given

liy us but that which has been given already, namely, that

it is not right to measure a divine act by the parallel of the

nature of man. However, not to insist upon this, but to

take their own ground, this at least they must grant, that

a son, though necessarily younger than his father, is still

his father's offspring, from his substance, and proper to

him, not from without, and his image. If then we are to

argue from human instances, why do they so insist on the

relation of son to father as involving in the son a begin-

ning of being, and are silent about its involving a sameness

of nature .?

42. This at first sight, but I will go further : the Son of

God has no beginning because of that sameness. In the idea

of a divine generation, sameness of nature actually pre-

cludes a lieginning of being. Why that sameness between

a human father and son, exftept that a son has ever been

in the father even before his separate existence ? Levi

was in the loins of his ancestor Al)raham from the

first. But time is necessary for the operation of man's

nature. As soon then as the restraints upon his nature

i are removed, he becomes father of a child, who hitherto

'existed within him. So it must be, for man does but grow

into his perfec^tion ; but who is to introduce restraints and

i growth i)ito our idea of (Jod ? Who is to deny that what
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He is now, that llu luis been, and all that is His .^'\„?^?i

has been, from all eternity ? That the Son is eternal

is involved in the very idea of sonship, for sonship belongs

to the Divine Natnre. And the force of this reasoning is

uonfirnied by what we are told about the Son, as the Radiance

of the Father, and about the Father as the Fountain of the

Son. For when was a fountain without its stream, when

Avas a light without its radiance ? Shall these works of God
be more perfect than their Maker ? Shall His Son which is

so one with Him be with an inter\al before existence, whereas

these creatures of His hands have none ? Thus the

question of heretics to parents exposes their perverseness ;

they confess the point of nature, and now are put to shame

on the point of time.

io. Nor is this all. Further to intimate, as regards the

Son, both the nse and the abuse of this argument from

earthly similitudes, Divine Scripture sup[)hes us with other

parallels to direct our faith by, when it calls the Son of Clod

His Word and His Wisdom. For the Word of Clod is His

Son, and the Son is Word and Wisdom of the Father ; and

Word and Wisdom is neither creature nor part of Him
whose Word He is, nor the offspring of a passion. Uniting

then the two titles,^ Scripture speaks of " Son " in order

to preach the natural and true Offspring of His substance
;

and, on the other hand, that none may think of the Off-

spring humanly, therefore while signifying His substance

it also calls Him Word, Wisdom, and lladiance ; to teach

us that the generation was without passion, and eternal,

and worthy of God, What affection then or what part

of the Father is the Word and the Wisdom and the

Radiance ? So much may be impressed e\'en on these

men of folly ; for, as they ask women concerning God's

Son, so let them inquire of men concerning the Word,

and they will find that the word which issues from them

^ Vid. supr. p. 27, aucl Appoud. Ecoiiotidcal language.
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ciiAi'. VIII.
jj, ii^.itiiei- an alfcctioii of tlicm nor a part of their

""
iiiiiid. Hat if such be the nature of men, who are

passible and partitive, why speculate they aljout passions and

portions in the instance of tlie iunnaterial and indivisible

God, that under pretence of reverence they may deny the

true and natural generation of the Son ?
' What is said of

the Word may be said of the Wisdom too. Men are

capable and are partakers of Wisdom ; (Jod partakes of

nothing. He is His own Wisdom and is Father thereof

;

and that His AVisdom is not occasional, mutable, alterable,

l)ut an Olfspring proper to His substance. Wherefore, if

He is now Father, He has ever l)een Father, for to be

Father implies fuller perfection, and He is all perfect.

44. But, observe, say they, God was always a Maker,

nor is the power of framing adventitious to Him ; does it

follow then, that, because He is the Framer of all, there-

fore His works also are eternal, and is it wicked to say of

them, too, that they were not before generation ? What

a shallow answer ! for what likeness is there between 8on

and worlv, that they should parallel a father's with a

maker's function ? How is it that, with that difference

between offspring and work, which has been pointed out

already, they remain so ill-instructed ? I repeat, then,

that a \vork is external to the maker, but a son is the

proper offspring of the substance ; it follows that a work

need not have been always, for the workman frames it

when he will ; but an olfspring is not suljject to will, but

belongs to the substance. And a man may be and may

be called workman, though the works are not as yet ; but

father he cannot lie called, nor can he be, unless a son exist.

And if they curiously inquire why CJod, though always with

the power to make, does not always make, (though ivho

hatk known the- mind of the Lord, or icko hath heen His

Counsellor / or how shall the thimj formed saij to the potter,

WJuj hast thou made me thus? however, not to leave even a
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weak ai'g'uuicut uuiioticed,) they must be told,
i^!('.28-2y'

that although God from eternity had the power to -

make, yet creatures had not the ca])acity for being made

from eternity. For they are out of nothing, and therefore

were not before they came into being, and therefore could

not co-exist with the ever-existing (Jod ? Wherefore (lod,

looking to what was good for them, then made them all when

He saw that, upon their coming into being", they would be

able to abide. And as, though He was able, even from

the beginning, in the time of Adam, or Noe, or Moses,

to send His own Word, yet He sent Him not until the

consiimmatiou of the ages, for this He saw to be good for

the whole creation ; so also, as to His works. He made

them when He would, and as was good for them. But

the Son, not being a work, but proper to the Father's sub-

stance, always is ; for, whereas the Father always is, so

that which 1)elongs to His substance must always be ; and

this is His Word and His Wisdom. And that creatures

should not be in existence, does not disparage the Maker
;

for He hath the power of framing them when He wills

:

but for the Offspring not to be ever with the Father, is a

disparagement of the perfection of His substance. Where-

fore His works were framed, when He would, through His

Word ; but the Son not when He would, for He is ever

tlie proper Offspring of the Father's substance.

Chapter IX.-*

Answer to intellectual objections.

45. But as it seems, a heretic is a wicked thing in truth,

and in every respect his heart is depraved and goes after

* This chiiptui' is truust'urrcil thoro :i sort of Postscript, and
here from the eiul of ' the third properly belonging to the series of

Oration (iii. § 58- -67) as boin;.'; intellectual objections and their
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ciiAi'. IX. iiiqjicty. For lichold, though convicted on all

points, tmd siiown to be utterly bereft of under-

standing, they feel no shame ; but as the hydra of Gentile

fable, when its former serpents were destroyed, gave birtli to

fresh ones, contending against the slayer of the old by the

production of new, so also they, hostile and hateful to God, as

hydras, losing their life in tlu; objections which they advancje,

invent for themselves other questions. Judaic and foolish, and

new expedients, as if Truth were their enemy, thereby to

show the rather that they are Christ's opponents in all

things. After so many proofs against them, they begin

again, sometimes in whispers, sometimes with the per-

sistent iteration of gnats : " Be it so," say they ; " in-

terpret these places thus, and gain the victory in reason-

ing and in proof ; still you must say that the Son has

been begotten by the Father at His will and pleasure ;

"

and thus it is that they deceive many, putting forward

the will and the pleasure of God. Now if any orthodox

believer were to say tliis in simplicity, there would be no

cause to l)e sus})icious of the expression, the orthodox in-

tention prevailing o\er that somewhat simple use of words.

But, since the phrase is from the heretics, and the words

of heretics are suspicious, and, as it is written, The wicked

are decellfid, and Tlie ivoids of the wicked are deceit, even

though they but make signs, for their heart is depraved,

come, let us examine this phrase also, lest, though con-

victed on all sides, still, as hydras, they invent a fresh

word, and, l)y such clever language and specious evasion,

they contrive a fresh sowing of that impiety of theirs in

another way. For he who says, " The 8on came to be at

the Divine Will," has the same meaning as another who

says, " Once He was not," and " The Son came into being

answers, with which the work it.s subject aud its lano-iuige.

opens, and that both in respect to
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out of iiotliiiii;," and "lie is a creature." But ..^'^•^'^'^•
'~'

111. (; 58—60.

since tliey are now ashamed of tliose phrases, tlie

crafty ones have endeavoured to convey tlieir meaning in

another way, using tlie word "will," as cuttlefish put

forth their blackness, thereby to confuse tlie innocent, and

to make sure of their peculiar heresy.

46. For whence do they derive " by will and pleasure " ?

or from what Scrij)ture ? let these men say, who are so sus-

picious in their language and so inventive of impieties. For

the Father, when revealing from heaven llis own Word,

declared, I'lm is Mij beloved Son ; and l)y David He said.

Ml/ heart has burst ivlth a good Word; and John He bade

say. In the beginninfj loas the Word; and David says in

the Psalm, With Thee is the well of Life, and in Thy liijht

shall ive see liijht ; and the Apostle writes. Who being tlie

Radiance of His Glory, and again. Who being in the form of

God, and, Wlio is the Image of tlie invisible God. All the

sacred writers everywhere tell us of the being of the Word,

but none of His being made "by will," nor of His making

at all ; but as to these men, where, I ask, did they find " will

or good pleasure antecedent " to the Word of God, unless for-

sooth, leaving the Scriptures, they simulate the perverseuess

of Valentinus ? For Ptolemy the Valentinian said that the

Ingenerate had a pair of attributes, Thought and Will,

and first He thought and then He wihed ; and what He

thought. He could not put forth, unless when the power

of the will was added. Tlience the Arians taking a lesson,

wish will and good-pleasure to precede the Word. As to them,

then, let them rival the doctrine of Valentinus ; but we,

on reading the divine discourses, have oidy found He was

applied to the Son, and of Him only did we hear as being

in the Father and the Father's Image ; while in the case of

things made, since by nature these things once were not, but

afterwards came to be, in them only did we recognise an ante-

cedent will and pleasure, David saying in the hundred and

o
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cuAi'. IX. thirteciiLli Psuliii, As for our God He is iit hedVcii,

Hr luitli ilonc ivkahoi'iicr pleased Him ; and in tlie

Imntlrcd and tenth, The ivories of tke Lord are great, sought out

unto all His good pleasure ; and again, in the hundred and

thirty-fourth, Whatsoever tke Lord 2)icased, that did He in

heaven, and in eartlt, and in the sea, and in all deep ptlaces.

47. If then the Son be work and thing made, and one

among others, let Him, as others, be said "by will" to have

come to be, for Scripture shows that these arc thus brought

into being. And Asterius, the counsel for the heresy,

acquiesces, when he thus writes, " For if it be unworthy

of the Framer of all to make at pleasure, let His being

pleased to act be remo\'ed equally in the case of all, that

His Majesty be preserved unimpaired. Or if it Ijc befitting

God to will, then let this better way obtain in the case of

the first Oifspring. For it is not possible that it should be

fitting for one and the same God to will in creating and

also not to will." In spite of the soj^hist having intro-

duced abundant impiety into these words, namely, that the

Offspring and the thing made are the same, and that the

Son is one offspring out of all the existing offs^jrings, he

ends with the conchision that the works may be fittingly

said to be by will and pleasure. Therefore if the Son be

other than all things, as has been above shown, or rather

throngh Him the works came to be, let not "by will" be

applied to Him ; otherwise, He so came into being, just

as those works consist which came to be through Him.

Paul, for instance, whereas he was not before, became after-

wards an Apostle hg the will of God; and our own calling,

whereas it once was not but took place afterwards, is

preceded by will ; and, as Paul himself says again, was

determined according to the good pleasure of His will, and

what Moses relates. Let there he Light, and Let the earth

appjear, and Let Us make man, is, I think, according to

what has been said before, significant of the will of the
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Aii'ent. For thin«s which once were not, hiiL exist ...''^l?-.^"^!!';'^ => ' '

Ul. 5 00

—

hi.

afterwards ironi external causes, these the Franier,

after counseUing, makes ; but His ])roper Word begotten from

Him by nature, concerning Him He did not counsel before-

hand ; for it is in Him that the Father makes, in Him that

He frames, those other things whatever He counsels ; as also

James the Apostle teaches, saying, Of Hiti own will hcijat

He us with the Word of truth. Therefore the Will of God

concerning all things, whether they be begotten again, or are

brought into being once only, is in His Word, in whom He
both makes and begets again what seems right to Him ; as

the Apostle also signifies, writing to the Thessalonians : for

this is the pleasure of God iu Clirist Jesus concerning you.

4:8. But consider ;—if in tlie Word Himself, through whom
He makes, is in truth also His Will, and if in Christ is the

pleasure of the Father, how can He, as others, come into

being by will and pleasure ? For if He too came, as you

maintain, by will, it follows that the will concerning Him
consists in some other Word, through whom He iu turn

comes to be ; (for it has been shown that God's Will is not in

the things which He brings into being, but in Him through

whom and in whom all things made are brought to be,) that

is, in other words, to say that the Son became such by will

is all one with saying that, " Once He was not
;

" therefore

let them make up their minds to say, " Once He was not,'*

that, whereas an interval of time is signified by the latter

fonnula, they may with shame perceive that also to say

"by will" is to place an interval before the Hon; for coun-

selling goes before things which once were not, as in the

case of all creatures. But if the Word is the Framer of

the creatures, and He co-exists with the father, how can

the Father's act of counsel precede the Everlasting 8on as

if He were not ? for if counsel precedes, how through Him
are all things ? Kather in that case. He too, as one among

others, is by will begotten to be a Sou, as we also were

o2
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CHAP. IX. niadc sons by the Word of 7Vufh ; and it remains

for us, as was said, to seek another Word, tln-ongh

whom He too was brou_o;ht to be, and was l)es;'otten together

with all things, which were according to God's pleasure.

49. If then there is another Word of (lod, then be the

Son brought into being by that Word ; but if there be not,

as is the truth, but all things by Him were brought to be,

which the Father has willed, does not this expose the

many-headed ^ craftiness of these men ? I mean that feel-

ing ashamed to say " work," and " creature," and " God's

Word was not before His generation," yet in another way

they still maintain that He is a creature, putting forward

" will," and saying, " Unless He has by will come to be,

therefore God had a Son by necessity and against His

good pleasure." And who is it then who imposes neces-

sity on Him, men most wicked, who draw everything

to the purpose of your heresy ? for what is contrary to

will they see ; but what is greater and transcends it, has

escaped their perception. For as what is beside purpose

is contrary to will, so what is according to nature tran-

scends and precedes counselling. A man by counsel builds

a house, Init by nature he begets a son ; and what, after

being first willed is then built, had a beginning of being,

and is external to the maker ; but the son is proper off-

spring of the father's substance, and is not external to

him ; wherefore neither does he counsel concerning his

making, lest he appear to counsel about himself. As far

then as the Son transcends the creature, by so much does

what is by nature transcend the will ; and these men, on

hearing of Him, ought not to measure by will what is by

nature. Forgetting however that they are hearing about

•' The allusion, as Ijefore, is to n. 52, and with a special allusion

the hydra, with its cvur-springiug to Asteriiis, who, supr. p. 87, is

heads, as explained at the begin- called TroXwKt^aXof (To^ior/yt'-

ning of this chapter, and infr.
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God's Son, tliey dare to apply liuman contrarieties
jjf^v^'l^jfi

in the instance of Clod, namely, " necessity " and

" beside pnrpose," to be able thereby to deny that there

is a true Son of God.

50. For let them tell us themselves,—that God is good

and merciful, does this attach to Him by will or not ? if

by will, we must consider that He began to be good, and

that His not being good is possible ; for to counsel and

choose implies an inclination two ways, and is the property

of a rational nature. I)Ut if it be too extravagant that He
should be considered good and merciful at His mere will,

then what they have said themseh^es must be retorted on

them,—" therefore by necessity and not with His good-

will He is good ;

" and, "who is it that imposes this necessity

on Him ? " But if to speak of necessity in the case of God

is an extravagance, and therefore it is by nature that He
is good, mucli more is! He, and move truly. Father of the

Sou by nature and not by will. Moreover let them answer

us this :—(for against their profaneness I wish to urge a

further question, bold indeed, but with a pious intent ;

be propitious, Lord !)
''—the Father Himself, does He

exist, first having taken counsel with Himself, then being

pleased, or else before counselling ? For since they are as

t)old in tbe instance of the Word, they must receive the like

answer, that they may know that this their presumption

reaches even to the Father Himself. If then they say

that even the Father is from will, what was He before He
counselled, or what gained He, as ye consider, after coun-

selling ? But if such a question be extravagant and self-

destructive, and shocking even to ask, (for it is enough only

to hear God's Name for us to knoAv and understand that

He is He-That-Is,) how is it not also against reason to have

parallel thoughts concerning the Word of God. ;iiid to make

" V'id. App. Athanasius.
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Chap. IX. pretences of " will " and " pleasure " ? for it

is enonjih in like manner only to hear the

Name of the AVord, in order to know and understand,

that He who not by will is God, has not by will but by

nature His proper Word. And does it not surpass all con-

ceivable madness, to entertain the bare thought, that God

Himself counsels aud considers and chooses and resolves to

have a ^'ood pleasure, in order that He be not without AA'^ord

and without AVisdom, but may have both ? for it is like;

ra-isinp,' a rpicstion about one's own existence, to take measures

for gaining what belongs to one's very nature.

51. There being then much blasphemy in such thoughts,

it will be pious to say that things that are made have

come to be " by favour and Avill," but the 8on is not a

work of will, nor has come second, as the creation, but is

by God's nature tlie ])roper Offspring of God's Substance.

For His being the proper AYord of the Father binders us

from speculating on any act of will as previous to Himself,

since He is Himself the Father's Living AVill,'' and Power,

and is Framer of the things which seemed good to the

Father. And this is what He says of Himself in the

Proverl)S : WiU is Minr and sorvrifi/. Mine is wulprsfandimi,

(ind Mine strencith. For as, although Himself the Wis-

dom, in which God prepared the heavens, and Himself

Htronfjiii and Power, (foi' Christ is God's Power and God's

Wisdom,) He hei-e has altered the terms and said ilfine is

disrrefion, is nnders/and/nt/, and Afine siren fftii, so vrliile

He says, Mine is Will, He must Himself l)e the Living

AVill of the Father ; as we have learned from the Prophet

also, that He is become ////; Avf/el of f/reaf Pi/rpose, and is

called the good pleasure of the Father ; for thus we must

refute them—using human illustrations concerning God.

Therefore if the works subsist "by will and favour," and

the whole creature is made " at (Jod's good pleasure,'" and

' Y\d. fiovXi),
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Paul was called to be an Apostle hjj the W/l/ of j^'^i gg'^^'g^

God, and our callnio- has come alwut h/j His good

p/ff/surf t/.nd /ri/l, and all things have been brought into

being through the Word, He is external to the things

which have come to be by will, but rather is Himself the

Living Purpose of the Father, by whom all these things

were lirought to be ; by whom holy David also gives thanks

in the seventy-second Psalm, Thou J/r/s/ //olden me hy mi/

rif/hf Ju/nd ; Thou shalf (piide me witli Thij Pi/rpose.

r)2. How tlien can the Word, being the Purpose and

Good Pleasure of the Father, come into being Himself

" by good pleasure and will " as every one else ? unless, as

I said before, in their madness they repeat that He was

brought into being by Himself or by some other. Who
then is it by whom He came to be ? let them fashion

another AVord ; and let them name another Christ, rival-

ling the doctrine of Valentinus ; for Scripture it is not.

And though they fashion another, yet assuredly he too

tromos into being through some one ; and so while we are

thus reckoning up and investigating the succession of

causes, tliis many-headed heresy of the Atheists is dis-

covered to issue in polytheism and madness unlimited ;

by which, wishing the Son to be a creature and from

nothing, they imply the same thing in other words by

putting forth " will " and " pleasure," which rightly

belong to things brought into being and creatures.

Is it not impious then to impute the characteristics of

things that come to be to the Framer of all ? and is it not

blasphemous to say that Will was in the Father before the

Word ? for if Will precedes in the Father, the Son's words

are not true, / in the Fidher ; or even if He is in the

Father, yet He will have but a second place, and it became

Him not to say / in the Father, since Will was before

Him, by which all things were brought into lieing and He

Himself subsisted, as you hold. For thouiih He excel in
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Chap. IX. glory, He is not the less one of the things

which by Will come into being. And, as we

have said before, if it be so, how is He Lord and they

servants ? but He is Lord of all because He is one with

the Father's liordship ; and the creation is all in servitude,

since it is external to the oneness of the Father, and

whereas it once was not, was brought to be.

53. Moreover, if they say that the Son is by God's Will,

they should say also that He came to be by God's judg-

ment ; for I consider judgment and will to be tlie same.

For what a man counsels, about that also he has judg-

ment ; and what he has in judgment, that also he coun-

sels. Certainly the Saviour Himself has made them

correspond as being cognate, when He says, Counsel is

Mine anil spniritij ,• J\fino is jadgmenf, and Mine sfrenijth.

For as strength and security are the same, (for they mean

one attribute ;) so we may say that Judgment and Will

are the same, which is the Lord. But these imjiious men

are unwilling that the Son should be Word and Living

Will ; but they fable that there is with God, as if a

hal)it coming and going,^ after the manner of men, judg-

ment, counsel, wisdom -, and they leave nothing undone,

even to putting forward the " Thought " and " Will " of

Valentinus, so that they may but separate the Son from

the Father, and may call Him a creature, and not the

proper Word of the Father. To them then must be said

what was said to Simon Magus : the impiety of Valentinus

perish wifli yoii ; and let everyone rather trust to Solomon,

who says, that the Word is Wisdom and Judgment. For

he says, T/ie Lord hfj Wisdom iiafli founded flie eurtli, by

Judjimenf iiidli He esfuhlislicil the lieaveiis. And as here by

Judgment, so in the Psalms, />'// tlie Word of fj/e Lord were

the heavens made. And as by the Word the heavens, so

He linfh nuide wliidsoever pleased IJim. And as the
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Apostle unites to the Tliessaloiiians, ihe /r/'I/ of God
iif^'g-^^^gg

is in Christ Jesus.

54. The Son of God tlien, He is the Word and the Wis-

dom, He the Judijoipnf and the Living WiU ; and in Him
is the Good pleasure of the Father ; He is IVufh and Light

and FoH'er of the Father. But if the Will of God is Wis-

dom and Judgment, and the Son is Wisdom, he who says

that the Son is "by will," says virtually that Wisdom has

come into being in Wisdom, and the Son is made in the

Son, and the Word created through the Word ; which is

incompatible with our idea of God and is opposed to His

Scriptures. For the Apostle proclaims the Son to be the

jiroper Radiance and Impress, not of the Father's will, but

of His Sul)stance Itself, saying, Who beiiifj the Radiance of

His Glory and the Impress of His Subsistence. But if,

as we have said before, the Father's Substance and Sub-

sistence be not from will, neither, as is very plain, is what

belongs to the Father's Subsistence from will ; for such

as, and so as, that Blessed Subsistence, must also be the

proper Offspring from It. And accordingly the Father

Himself said not, "This is The Son, brought into being at

My will," nor " the Son whom I have by My favour,"

but simply J/// Son, or rather, in whom I am well pleased;

meaning by this, " This is the Sou by nature
;

" and

"in Him is lodged My will about those things which

please Me."

55. Now we come to the alternative in the interrogation

which they put to us. " Since then the Son is by nature

and not by will, is He without the good-pleasure of the

Father and not with the Father's will ? " No, verily ; Imt

the Son is with the pleasure of the Father, and, as He
says Himself, 7'he Fa.ther loveth the Son, and shotvefh Him
alt ttiings. For as not "from will" did the Father begin

to be good, nor yet is good without will and pleasure, (for

what He is, that also is His pleasure,) so also that the Son
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it is not without His pleasure or against His pur-

pose. For as His own Subsistence is with His pleasure, so

also the Son, as belonging to His Substance, is not without

His pleasure. Be then the Son the object of the Father's

pleasure and love ; and thus let every one piously account

of the good-pleasure and the not unwillingness of God. For

by that same good-pleasure wherewith the Son is the object of

the Father's pleasure, is the Father the object of the Son's

love, pleasure, and honour ; and one is the good-pleasure

whicli is from the Father into the Son, so that here too we

may contemplate the Son in the Father and the Father in

the Son.

r)6. Let no one then, with Valentinus, introduce a prece-

dent Avill ; nor let any one, by this pretence of " counsel
"

intrude l)etween the Only Father and the Only Word ; for

it were madness to place will and delil)eration between

them. For it is one thing to say, " Of will He came to

be," and another, that the Father has love and good-

pleasure towards His Son who belongs to Him by nature.

For to say, " Of will He came to be," in the hrst place

implies that " once He was not ;
" and next it implies an

inclination two ways, as has been said, so tiiat one might

be at liberty to entertain the thought, that the Father had

the powers even of not willing the Son. But to say of the

Son, " He might not have been," is an impious presump-

tion, reaching even to the Substance of the Father, as if

what belongs to Him might not have been. For it is

the same as saying, "The Father might not have been

good." And as the Father is good always and by nature,

so He is always generative by nature ; and to say, " The

Father wills the Son," and "The Word wills the Father,"

implies, not a precedent will, but genuineness of nature,

and propriety and likeness of Substance. For as in the

case of the radiance and light one might say, that there is
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no will preceding- radiance in the lio-lit, Iwt it is its ..F"-
^™-

natural offspring-, at the pleasure of the light which

begat it, not by will and consideration, but in nature and truth,

so also in the instance of the Father and the Son, it would

be orthodox to say, that the Father loves and wills the

Son, and the Sou loves and wills the Father.

;")?, To conclude then, call not the Son a work of good

pleasui'e, nor bring in the doctrine of Valentiuus into the

Church ; but let Him be the Living AVill, and Offspring in

truth and nature, as the Radiance fi'om the Light. For

thus has the Father spoken, Bfi/ hmrf //(fs burst irith a good

Word ; and the Son conformably, / in the Falher and thr

Fidher in Mp. But if the Word be in the Father's heart,

where is will ? and if the Son in the Father, where is good-

pleasure ? and if He be Will Himself, how is Will in Will ?

it is extravagant ; else the Word comes into being in a

word, and the Son in a Son, and Wisdom in a wisdom, as

has been repeatedly said. For the Sou is the Father's

All ; and nothing was in the Father before the Word
;

but in the Word is Will also, and through Him the sub-

jects of will are carried out into effect, as holy Scriptures

have shown. And I could wish that the impious men, who
have so far wandered from reason as to l)e inquiring about

will, as they used to ask their child-bearing women,
" Hadst thou a son before conceiving him ? " would

instead ask the fathers, " Do ye become fathers by

an arbitrary act of will, or because to will is natural to

you ?
" and " Are your children like your nature and sub-

stance 1 " For they will reply to them, " What we beget,

is like, not our good pleasure, but like ourselves : nor be-

come we parents simply by first willing it, but to beget is

proper to our nature : since we too are images of our

fathers." Either then let them condemn themselves, and

cease asking women about the Son of God, or let them

learn from them, that the Son is begotten not by will, but
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i,^ nature and truth. Becominj^ and suitable to

them is a refutation from luiman instances, since

the perverse-minded men themselves dispute in a Innnan

way concerning the Godhead.

58. Truth is loving unto men, and cries continually, "If

because of My bodily clothing ye believe Me not, yet

believe the works, that ye may know that / am in the

Father and the Father in Me, and / and the Father are one,

and he that hath seen Me hath seen the Father-. But the

Lord according to His wont is loving to man, and would

fain help them that are fidlen, as the Psalms of David speak ;

but the impious men, unwilling to hear the Lord's voice,

nor beariug to see Him acknowledged by all as God and

God's Hon, go about in swarms, miserable as they are, seek-

ing with their father the devil pretexts for their impiety.

What pretexts then, and whence, will they be able to find

next .? unless they borrow blasphemies from Jews and

Caiaphas, and take Atheism from Gentiles ? for the divine

Scriptures are closed to them, and from every part of them

they are convicted of being insensate and Christ's enemies.

Chapter X.

Answer to intellertnaj oJ)jertions.

59. These considerations encourage the faithful, and

annoy the heretical, perceiving, as they do, that their

heresy is suffering defeat thereby. Moreover, their

further question "whether the Tngenerate be one or two,"

shows how heterodox are their thoughts, how treacherous

and full of guile. Not for the Father's honour ask they

this, but for the dishonour of the Word. Accordingly,

should any one, not aware of their craft, answer, " the
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Ingenerate is one," forthwith they spirt out their ^'?-^
f^^-

own venom, saying, "Therefore the Son is among

things created, anil well have we said, He was not before His

generation." Thus they are ready to make all kinds of

disturbance and confusion, provided they can but separate

the Son from the Father, and reckon the Framer of all

among His own works. Now first they may be convicted

on this score, that, while blaming the Nicene Bishops for

their use of phrases not in Scripture, though these were not

injurious, but for the subversion of their impiety, they

went over to that very tactic themselves, that is, using

words not in Scripture, and, that in contumely of the

Lord, knowing neither what the// mij nor ivhereof they

affirm. For instance, let them ask the Greeks on the

subject, who have been their instructors, (for Ingenerate is

a word of Greek invention, not of Scripture,) and when they

have been instructed in its various significations, then

they will discover that they cannot even argue pro-

perly on the subject which they have undertaken. For

they have led me to ascertain four senses of the word :
^

first, that by "ingenerate" is meant what has not yet come

to be, but is possible to be, as wood which has not yet

become, but is capable of becoming, a vessel. Secondly, the

term signifies what neither has nor ever can come to be,

as a triangle that is quadrangular, and an even number

'J The two first senses here occur, how Athan. used his former

giveu answer to the two first writings and worked over again

mentioned, supr. p. 50, and, as his former ground, and simplified

he there says, are plainly irrele- or cleared what he had said. In

vant. The third there given, Deer. Nic. supr. p. 50 (a.d. 350)

which, as he there observes, is we have three senses of ayevvijTov,

ambiguous and used for a sophis- two irrelevant and the third

tical purpose, is hero divided into ambiguous ;
hero (a.d. 358) he

third and fourth, answering to divides the third into two
;

in

the two senses which alone are Arim. (a.d. 359) he rejects and

assigned in supr. p. 53, and omits the two first, leaving the

on them the question turns. This two last, which are the critical

is an instance, of which many senses.



206 THKEE DISCOURSES OP ATIIANASIUS

cuAi>. X.
^[^^^^ [g ^^^1^^[_ Thirdly, hy " itigeiicmte "

is meant,

what exists, Ijut not generated from any, nor

having a father at all. Lastly, Asterins, that uni)rinei]i)led

sophist, the patron too of this heresy, lias added in his own
treatise, that what is not made, but is ever, is "in-

generate." They onght then, when they ask the question,

to add in what sense they take the word " ingenerate," and

then the parties questioned would be able to answer to

the point.

00. But if still they think it fair merely to ask, " Is the

Ingenerate one or two ? " they nmst be told first of all, as

Ul-educated men, that many are such and nothing is such
;

very many things which admit of an origin, and nothing

not admitting, as has been said. But if they ask, according

to Asterius's meaning of the term, "that which is not a

work, bnt was from eternity," they must be told again

and agahi, that the Son as well as the Father is in this

sense ingenerate. For He is neither in the nnniber of

things made, nor a work, but has ever been with the

Father, as has already been shown, in spite of their mnch
shuffling for the sole sake of insulting the Lord with,

" He is of nothing," and " He was not before His genera-

tion." When then, after failing at every^ turn, they

betake themselves^ to asking the question in the other

sense of "existing, but not generated of any, nor having a

father," then we shall tell them that the Ingenerate in this

sense is only one, namely, the Father ; and they will gain

nothing by their question. For to say that God is in this

sense Ingenerate, does not show that the Son is a thing

made, it being evident from the above proofs that the

Word is such as He is who begat Him. Therefore if God
be ingenerate. His Image is not made, but an Offspring,

namely, His Word and His Wisdom. For what likeness

has the made to the Ingenerate ? (one must not weary to

use repetition) ; for if they will have it that the one is like
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the other, so that he who sees the one beholds
-^i^o^la'

the other, they are not far from sayhig that the

Ingeuerate is the image of ereatures ; the end of which

is a confusion of the whole subject, an ecjuaUing of things

made with the Ingenerate, and a denial of the Ingenerate

by measuring Him with the works ; and all in order to

reduce the Son into their number.

61. However, I suppose even they will be unwilling to

proceed to such lengths, that is, if they follow Asterius the

so})hist. For he, earnest as he is in his advocacy of the

Arian heresy, and maintaining that the Ingenerate is one,

runs counter to them in saying also, that the Wisdom of

(Jod is ingenerate and unoriginatc ; the following is a

passage out of his work :
" The Blessed Paul said not that

he preached Christ the power of God or the wisdom of

God, but, without the article, a power of God and a tcisdoia

of God; thus preaching that the proper power of God
Himself, which is natural to Him and co-existent with

Him ingenerately, is something besides." And, again

soon after :
" However, His eternal power and wisdom,

wliich truth argues to be unoriginate and ingenerate, this

must surely be one." For though misunderstanding the

Apostle's words, he considered that there were two
wisdoms

;
yet by speaking still of an ingenerate wisdom

co-existent with Him, he declares that the Ingenerate is

not simply one, but that there is another ingenerate with
Him. For what is co-existent co-exists not with itself,

but with another. If then they agree with Asterius, let

them never ask again, "Is the Ingenerate one or two," or

they will have to contest the point with him ; if, on the

other hand, they differ even from him, let them not rest

their defence upon his treatise, lest, MH/i!/ one another,

they he consumed one of another.

(32. So much on the point of their ignorance; but who
can say enough on their wicked purpose ? who but would
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iiess ? for when they were no lons>'er free to say,

" out of nothuig'," and " He was not l)efore His generation,"

they hit upon this word " Ingenerate," that l)y saying among

the simple that the Son was generate, that is, came to be,

they might imply the very same phrases "out of nothing,"

and " He once was not ;
" for in such phrases things made

and creatures are implied. H' they have confidence in

their own positions, they should stand to them, and not

change about so variously ; but this they will not do, from

an idea that success is altogether easy, if they do but

shelter their heresy under colour of the word "ingenerate."

Yet after all, this term is not used in contrast with the

Son, clamour as they may, but with things made ; and the

like may be found in the words " Almighty " and " Lord

of the Powers." ^ For if we say that the Father has power

and lordship over all things by the Word, and the Son

rules the Father's kingdom, and has the power of all, as

His Word, and as the Image of the Father, it is quite

plain that neither in this respect is the Son reckoned

among that all, nor is God called Almighty and Lord with

reference to Him, but to those things which through the

Son come to be, and over which He exercises power and

lordship through the Word. And therefore the Ingene-

rate is understood, not by contrast with the Son but with the

things which through the Son come to be. And excel-

lently : since God is not such as things that come to be, but

' The passaj^e which follows is the care with which he made his

written with his de Deer, before doctrinal statements, though they

him. At first ho hut uses the seem at first sight written off.

same topics, hut presently ho iu- It also accounts for the diffuseness

corporates into this Discourse an and repetition which might bo

actual portion of his former work, imputed to his composition, what
with only such alterations as an seems suporlluous being often

author commonly makes in tran- only tho insertion of an extract

scribing. This, which is not un- from a former work,

frequent with Athan., shows us
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is their Creator and Framer tliroiigli the Son. And
.^J'-

^^^^

as the word " Ingenerate " signifies a relation to

things created, so tlie word " Father " is indicative of the

Son. And he who names Clod Maker and Franier and In-

generate, regards and ajiprehends things that are created and
come to be ; and he who calls God Father, thereby conceives

and contemplates the Son. And hence one might marvel
at the obstinacy which is added to their impiety, that,

whereas the term " Ingenerate " has the aforesaid good
meaning, and admits of being pionsly nsed, they, in their

private heresy, bring it forth for the dishononr of the

Son, not iiaving read that he who hononreth the Son
honourcth the Father, and he dishononreth the Father

who dishononreth the Son. If they had any concern at all

for reverent speaking and for the hononr dne to the

Father, it became them rather, and this were better and
liigher, to acknowledge and call God Father, than to give

Him this name. For, in calling God ingenerate, they are,

as I said before, naming }Iim from His works, and as

Maker only and Framer, snpposing that hence they may
imply that the Word is a work to their own private satis-

faction. I>nt he who calls God Father, names IHm from
the Son, being well aware that since there is a Son, of

necessity throngh that Son all things that have come
into being were created. And they, when they call Him
Ingenerate, name Him only from His works, and know-

not the Son any more than the Greeks. Bnt he who
calls God Father, names Him from the Word ; and
knowing the Word, he acknowledges Him to be Framer
of all, and nnderstands that throngh Him all things were

made.

63. Therefore it is more pions and more accurate to

denote God from the Son and call Him Father, than to

name Him from His works only and call PHm Ingenerate.

For the latter title, as I have said, does nothinu- more than

p
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^.^.f^.^, j^q ,^]j ^^j^^, ^y,),.]-^^ iiidividnully and collectively,

which have come into beiiio' at the wih of God
through the Word ; but the title Father, has its significance

and. its bearing only from the Hon. And, whereas the Word
surpasses things that have a beginning, by so much and

more doth calling God P'ather surpass the calling Him lu-

generate. For the latter is unscriptural, and suspicious, as

having various senses ; so that when a man is asked con-

cerning it, his mind is carried about to many ideas ; lint the

word Father is simple and scriptural, and more accurate,

and distinctly implies the Hon. And "Tngenerate" is a word

of the Greeks, who know not the Son ; but "Father''' has

been acknowledged and vouchsafed by our Lord. For He,

knowing Himself whose Son He was, said, / am in Iho

Fd.thcr, (inil the Falhor is in Me ; and, JJe f/u/f haf/i srr/i 3fr,

hdili sopji ilhfi Father, and / and Hip Fafhpr are One; but

nowhere is He found to call the Father lugeuerate.

Moreover, when He teaches us to pray, He says not,

" When ye pray, say, God Tngeuorate," but rather,

When ye prai/, saij, Onr Father, who art in heaven. And
it was His will that the summary of our faith should

have the same force in l)idding us be baptised, not

into the name of Ingcnerate and generate, nor into the

name of Creator and creature, but into the Name of

Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. For with such an

initiation we, too, being of the works, are henceforth

made sons, and using the name of the Father, acknowledge

also from that Name the Word in the Father Himself.

A vain thing then is their argument about the term

" lugeuerate," as is now proved, and iu)thing more than a

fn-utasv.
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Chapter XI.

Ans/rer to intcUectudl ohjecHons.

(U. As Lo their question whether the Word is .^?-,?'^?;
'

1. § 34—35.

mutahie,^ it is superfluous to examine it ; it is

enough simply to write down what they say, in order to

show its daring impiety. How they trifle, appears from

the following questions :
—" Has He free will, or has He

not ? is He good from purpose according to free will, and

can He, if He will, alter, being of an alterable nature ?

or, as wood or stone, has He no purpose of His own,

free to be moved hithei- and thither ? " It is but agree-

able to their heresy thus to sjieak and thiidv ; for when

once they have framed to themselves a God out of

nothing and a created Son, of course they also adopt such

terms as are suitable to the idea of a creature. However,

when in their controversies with authorities of the Church

they hear from them of the real and only Word of the

Father, and yet venture thus to speak of Him, does not

their doctrine then become the most loathsome that can be

found ? Is it not enough to shock a man on mere hear-

ing, though unable to reply, and to make him stop his

ears, from astonishment at the novelty of what he hears

them say, which even to utter is to blas])heme ? For if the

Word be mutable and alterable, where will He stay, and

what will be the issue of His progress ? how shall the

mutable possibly 1)0 like the Immutable ? How should he

who has seen the mutable, be considered to have seen the

Immutable ? in which of His states shall we be able to

behold in Him the Father ? for it is plain that not at all

^ rpETTToe, not, changoablo, but asked whether the Word of God
of a moral nature capable of im- is capable of altering as the devil

provement or the reverse. Arius altered, they scrupled not to say,

maintiiined this in the strongest ' Yea, He is capable.'" Alox. ap.

terms at starting. " On being Socr. i. 6, p. 11.

p2
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c'liAP. XT. times shall we see the P^ather in the Son, because

the Son is ever altering, and is of a changing

nature. For the Father is unalterable and unchangeable,

and is always in the same state and always the same ; but

if, as they hold, the Son is alteralile, and not always the

same, but ever of a changing nature, how can such a one be

the Father's Image, not having the likeness of His unalter-

ableness ? how can He l)e in the Father at all, if His moral

choice is indeterminate ? Nay, perhaps, as being alterable,

and advancing daily, He is not perfect yet. But away with

such madness of the Arians, and let the Truth shine out,

and show that they are Ijeside themselves. For must not He

be perfect who is equal to God ? and must not He be un-

alterable, who is one with the Father, and is His Sou proper

to His substance ? and the Father's substance being unalter-

able, unalterable must l)e also the proper Offspring from it.

And if nevertheless they blasphemously impute alteration to

the Word, let them learn how much their own reason is in

])('ril ; for from the fruit is the tree known. For this is

why he who hath seen the Son, hath seen the Father, and

why the knowledge of the Son is knowledge of the Father.

(55. Therefore the image of the immutable God must be

unalterable ; for Jrsvs Christ is the same yesterday, and

to-day, and for evrr. And David in the Psalm says of

Him, TJiov, Lord, in the tmjinniny hast laid the foundation

of the earth,, and tlie heavens are the worlc of Thine hands.

They shall peiish, Jjat Thou remainest ; and they all shall

wax old as doth a yarment. And as a vesture shalt Thou

ffdd them up, and they shall he rhanyed, bid Thou art the

same, and Thy years shall not fail. And the Lord JHmself

says of Himself through the Prophet, ^S',"^ now that I, even

I, am He, and I vary not. For, though it may be said tha

the Father is signified in these passages, yet it suits the

Son also to speak them,^ specially because, after becoming

' Vid. supr. p. 6.
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m;ui, he iimiiifcsts His own identity ;iud unalterable- .^'''.'-
^•''i^'-' •'

1. i 3o— 3(3.

iiess to any who think that by reason of the flesh

He has been changed and become other than He was.

More trustworthy are the sacred writers, or rather the Lord,

than the perversity of the impious. For Scriptm*e, as in

the above-cited reading of the Psalter, signifying under the

name of heaven and earth, that the nature of all things

that come to be, and the whole creation, is alterable, and

changeable, yet by excepting the Sou from these, shows

us thereby that He is in nowise one who had a beginning ;

nay teaches that He changes everything else, and is Him-

self not changed, in saying. Thou art the same, and TInj

yearn shall not fail.

6fi. And with reason ; for things made, being from

nothing, and not existing before their making, have a

nature which is changeable ; but the Son, being from the

Father, and proper to His substance, is unchangeable and

unalterable as the Father Himself. For it were sin to say

that from that substance which is unalterable was begotten

an alterable word and a changeable wisdom. For how is

He longer the AVord, if He be alterable ? or can that be

Wisdom which is changeable ? unless forsooth, as accident

is in substance,^ so these would be in God ; viz., as in any par-

ticular substance a certain grace and habit of virtue exists

accidentally, which is called Word and Son and Wisdom,

and admits of being taken from that substance or added

to it. For they have often expressed this sentiment, but

it is not the faith of Christians ; as not declaring that

there is truly a Word and Son of God, or that the wisdom

spoken of is the true Wisdom. For what alters and

changes, and has no stay in one and the same condition,

how can that be true ? whereas the Lord says, T am the

Truth. If then the Lord Himself Sj)eaks thus concerning

Himself, and declares His unalterableness, and the sacred

^ Vid. supr. p. 200. Also App. (jofifitfiijKoc.
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ciiAi'. xii. wi'itcrs liavu It^anicd aiul testify this, nay, and our

notion of God approve of it as pious, wlieiicc did

those men of impiety draw this novelty ? from their heart,

as from a scat of corruption, did tliey vomit it forth.

Chapter XII.

Answer to objections from Scripture
; first^ Plut. ii. 0, 10.

(!7. So nmch on ohjections to tlie sacred trutli, arising

out of the doctrine itseh' ; now I go on to speak of the

Scripture announcements about it, that is, viewing them
not according to the perverseness of xlrian heresy, but in

that true sense whicli tlie Church lias ever maintained.^

They say then, that the Apostle writes,

—

Wlierefore God (dso luith highly exalted Him, and (jiven

Him a Name which is aloce every name • tliat at the Name
of Jesus every knee shoidd boiv, of things in Iteaven ami things

in earth and things under the earth : and David,

Wlierefore God, even Thy God, ludh anointed Thee with

the oil of gladness above Thy feUoivs.

Then they urge, as something acute :
" If He was exalted

and received grace, on a ivherefore, and on a wherefore

was anointed. He received the reward of His good choice ;

but having acted from choice. He is altogether of a mutable

nature." This is what Eusebius and Arius have dared

to say, nay, to write ; wliile their partisans do not shrink

from conversing about it in full market, not seeing how
mad an argument they use. For if He received what

He had as a reward of His good choice, and would not

have had it, uidess He had needed it and had His work to

" tKOiKijaai. IL is (Jll^sol•v:llllo aud carriovi wiLli it its uwn in-
that Athan. doew not duny that terprctatiou), but only says it

yci-ipture can bo read wrouply ailiiiits of an orthodox sense. Vid.
(as ii' it always spoke for itself, 6pf)6i;, &c.
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show fur it, bhuu liaviiig- o-aiued it from virtue and i^^jl'^a':

growth ill i;'ootI, certainly it was possible for such

a being "tlicrefore" to lie Son and (iod, without being a

real Son. For what is from another by nature, is a real

offspring, as Isaac was to Abraham, and Joseph to Jacob,

and the radiance to the sun ; but the so-called sous from

virtue and grace, have in place of nature only a grace by

ac(|uisitiou, and are something else besides the gift itself :

as the men who have received the Spirit l:»y participation,

concerning whom Scripture saith, F liiwc hi'ijotlcii and I'xnlled

childreii, and tJieij have rebelled aijauist Me. And of course

since they were not sons by nature, therefore, when they

changed, the Spirit was taken away from them and they

were disinherited ; and again on their repentance that God

who thus at the beginning gave them grace, will receive them

and give light, and call them sons again. This is how

they speak, and it is all very clear and plain when said of

those whose sonship is not natural but adoptive : but do

they go so far as to maintain that such is the sense in which

our Lord Jesus is the Son of God ? If so, then doubtless

He is neither very God nor very Son, nor like the Father,

nor in anywise has He God as Father of His being accord-

ing to substance, but as Father of the mere grace given to

Him, and as Creator of His being, according to substance,

after the similitude of all others. And being such, if this

is their view, it will be manifest further that He had not

the name " Son " from the first, but it was the prize of

works done and of an advancement in virtue, at the time

when He became man and took the form of servant ; and

after becoming ohedieitl uiiUi dealh. He was ////////// exalted,

and received that Name as a grace, at which eceri/ knee

should hon\

G8. This line of thought is very clear, Ijut perhaps it will

be found to go somewhat further than these men would wish.

For, let me ask them, supposing He was then exalted and
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CHAP. XII.
t,heii began to be worshipped, and then was first

called Son, what was He before His incarnation ?

Have they made np their minds on this ]wint ? I repeat,

what was He before this ? One must urge the question on
them again, to make it understood what their impiety re-

salts in. For if the Lord be God, 8on, Word, yet was not

all these before He became man, then either He was some-
thing else besides these, and afterwards became partaker of

these for His virtue's sake, as we have said, or they must
of necessity adopt the alternative (may it fall upon their

heads !) that He did not exist before that time, but is wholly

man by nature, and nothing more. Are they content with
such an issue of their reasoning ? Why, it is the very senti-

ment of 8amosatene and of the present Jews ; it is no teach-

ing of the Church. If this be their mind, wherefore, as

being Jews, are they not circumcised with them too, in-

stead of pretending Christianity, while they are its foes ?

For if He did not pre-exist, or did indeed, but afterwards

was advanced, how were all things made by Him, or how,
if He were not perfect, did the Father delight in Him ?

And He, on the other hand, if now advanced in good, how
did He before that rejoice in tlie presence of the Father ?

And, if it was after His death that He received His worship,

how is Abraham seen to worship Him in the tent, and

Moses in the bush ? and how, as Daniel saw, were myriads

of myriads, and thousands of thousands, ministering unto

Him ? ^ And if, as they say. He had His advancement only

now, how did the Son Himself make mention of that His

glory before and abo^'e the world, when He said, Glonf/j

Thou Me, F((tker, witk the (jlonj which. I had with Thee

before the world was. If, as they say, it was now that He
was exalted, how did He before that bow the heavens and

come down ; and agahi, the Highest gave His voice ? There-

" All this implies ;i traditional of the Ijooks of the Old Tcsta-
aud authoritativo interprettition mout.



AftAINRT ARIANISM. 217

fore, if, even before the world was made, the Son .^V- ?'*^^

had that glory, and was Lord of glory and the —
Highest, and descended from heaven, and is ever to be wor-

shipped, it follows that He had no advance in greatness in

consequence of His descent, but rather by that descent Him-
self bettered the things which needed bettering ; and if He
descended in order to their bettering, therefore He did not

receive in reward the name of Son and God, but rather He
Himself has made us sons of the Father, and made men
gods, by Himself becoming man.

Gi). Before going on, then, to explain the passages of

Scripture objected to us, I think so far is clear, that at least

the Arian sense is quite incompatible with what the Lord has

told us of Himself, as (Jod and Son of God, of His descent

from heaven, and the reason of it. He was not first man
and then became God, but He was God and then became

man, and that in order to make us gods. Otherwise, if

only when He became man. He was called Son and God,

yet before He became man, God called the ancient people

sons, and made Moses a god to Pharaoh (and Scripture says

of an assembly, God atandetJi in the coiKji-cijation of (jods), it is

plain that He is called Son and God later than they. How
then are all things through Him, and He before all ? or

how is He flrst-honi of the whole cre((tioii, if He has others

before Him who are called sous and gods ? And how is it

that those first partakers of the gift do not partake of the

Word "i This opinion is not true ; it is a discovery of our

Judaisers. For how in that case can any at all know God
as their Father ? for adoption there cannot be apart from

the real Son, who says. No one Icnoweth th,e Father nave the

Son., and he to ivhomsoerer the Son will repeal Him. And
how can there be deifying apart from the Word and before

Him ? yet, saith He to the brethren of these men, the Jews,

If He called them tjods, nnto wJiom tlte Word of God came.

And if all that arc called sons and gods, whether in earth
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tiiAi'. XH. Qi- ill li(javeii, were adopted and deified Llii'ou^h

the Word, cind the Son llhuself is tlie Word, it is

plain that through Him are they all, and He Himself before

all, or rather He Himself only is very Son, and He alone is

very God from the very God, not receiving these prenjgatives

as a reward for His virtue, nor being something else beside

them, but being all these by nature and according to sub-

stance. For He is Olfspriug of the Father's substance, so

that one cannot doubt that after the resemblance of the un-

alterable Father, the Word also is unaltei'able.

70. Hitherto we have met their irrational conceits with

the true conceptions implied in the word " Son," as

the Lord Himself has enabled us, and conhning ourselves

to them. F>ut it will be well next to expound the inspired

passages in (juestion, that the nnalteraljleness of the Son

and His unchangealjle nature, which is the Father's, as

well as their perverseness, may be still more fully jn'oved.

The Apostle then, writing to the Philippians, says, Lef

ill is mind be in i/oa, which, ivas also in Christ Jesus ; irlti),

being in the form of God, tln)U(ilit it not robbeiij to tw equal

with God ; but made Himsetf of no reputation, and took upon

Him tite form of a serrant, ami wax made in- tlie likeness of

men. And, beimj found in. fashion as a mail, He humbled

Himself, and became obedient to death, eceii tlie death, of the

cross. Wherefore God also hath hiijhlij exalted Him, and ijicen

Him a Name which is above every name; that at the Name

of Jesus every knee should bow, of tliinys in heaven, and thinys

in earth, and thinys under tlie earth, and that every tonyue

should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the ylory (f God

the Father. Can anything l)e plainer and more express

than tliis ? He was not from a lower state advanced

;

but rather, existing as (Jod, He took the form of a servant,

and in taking it did not advance Himself in dignity but

humbled Himself. AVhere then is there here any reward

of vii-tue, or what advancement and promotion in humilia-
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tioii ? For if, boiiii;' (lud, He becauiL' iiuiii, utid, ':". '",^/
' '^ ' ' ' 1. 5 31) -U.

after descending' fi'oui on hig'li, is said to be exalted,

wliere is He exalted, being God ?—tiiis withal being plain,

that since God is highest of all. His Word must necessarily

be highest also. Whither then could He be exalted higher,

who is in the Father and is like the Father in all things ?

71. Therefore He is beyond the need of any addition;

and not such as the Arians think Him. For though the

Word did descend in order to be exalted, and so it is

written, yet what need was there that He should hnnible

Himself at all, as if to seek that which He had already ?

And what grace did He receive who is the Giver of grace ?

or how did He recei\'e that Name for worship, who is

always worshipped by His Name ? Nay, certainly before

He became man, the sacred waiters invoke Him, Save me,

God, for Thy Name's salce ; and again. Some put thek

trust ill chariots, and some in horses, but ive will remember the

Name of the Lord our God. And while He was worshipped

by the Patriarchs, concerning the Angels it is written. Let

all the Angels of God worship Him. And if, as David says

in the 71st Psalm, His Name remaineth before the sun, and

before the moon from one generation to another, how did He
receive what He had always, even before He now received

it ? or how is He exalted, being, even before His exalta-

tion, the Most iHgh ? or how did He receive the right of

being worshipped, who was ever worshipped before He
l)ecanie man ?

72. This doctrine is not a human riddle, but a divine

mystery. In the tieyinninij was the Word, and the Word was

with God, and the Word was God ,• but for our sakes afterwards

the Word was made flesh. And the term in question, highlij

exalted, does not signify that the substance of the Word
was exalted, for He was ever and is equal to God, but the

exaltation is of the manhood. Accordingly, this is not

said before the Word became flesh ; that it might be plain
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cuAP. xii.
^}).^(^ kumhlrd iind f.raltcd arc spoken of His hu-

"- inanity ; for wliure there is hnmble estate, tliere

too may be exaltation ; and if because of His takiii.t;- flesh
'' humblcir'' is written, it is clear that '' highlij exalted'''' is also

said because of that incarnation. For of this was man's nature

in want, because of the degradation of the flesh and of death.

Since then the Word, being the Image of the Father and
immortal, took theform of a servant, and as man underwent for

us death in His own flesh, that thereby He might offer

Himself for us through death to the Father ; therefore, also,

as man, He is said because of us and for us to be highly

exalted, that as by His death we all died in Christ, so again

in Christ Himself we might be highly exalted, being raised

from the dead, and ascending into heaven, whither the Forr-

runiier is for us entered, not into the figures of the true, hut

into heaven itself, now to aippear in th" presence of God for us.

But if now for us the Christ is entered into heaven itself,

though He was even before and always Lord and Framer

of the heavens, for us therefore is that present exaltation

also written. And as He Himself, wliile sanctifying all,

says also that He sanctifies Himself to the Father for our

sakes, not that the Word may become holy, but that He
Himself may in Himself sanctify all of us, in like manner
we must take the ])resent phrase. He highly exalted Hini^

ra)t that He Himself should be exalted, for He is the

liighest, but that He may become righteousness for us, and

that we may be exalted in Him, and that we may enter

the gates of heaven, which He has also opened for us, they

saying who run before. Lift up your heads, ye gates, and

he ye lift up, ye everlasting doors, and the King of Glory shall

rome in. For here, also, not on Him were shut the gates,

who is Lord and Maker of all, but because of us it is

written, to whom the door of paradise was shut. And
therefore in a human relation, because of the flesh which

He bore, it is said of Him, Lift vp, ye gates, and >^hall
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come in. as if a man were enteriiio' ; hut in a .'^l'-,?'''';'.;
'

~
1. v; 11— 42.

divine relation on the otlier liand it is said of Him, —
since tlie Word icas God, that Ho is the Lord and the

King of ijlorij. 8nch an exaltation, as fnlfilled in us, the

Spirit fore-announced in the ei.<2,'hty-eighth Psalm, saying, And

in Thy ryjhteovAnesa f^ludl Ihcij l)e pxaltod, for Thou art the

ijlory of their strength. And if the kSon he Righteousness, then

He is not exalted as being Himself in need, but it is we who

are exalted in that Righteousness, which is He.

78. And so too the words (jnve Him are not written for

the Word Himself ; for even before He became man. He

was Avorshipped, as we have said, by the Angels and by the

whole creation, as having the prerogative of the Father

;

but because of us and for us this too is written of Him.

For as Christ died and was exalted as man, so, as man,

is He said to take what, as God, He ever had, that even

this so high a grant of grace might reach to us. For the

Word was not impaired in receiving a body, that He should

seek to receive a grace, but rather He deified that which

He put on, nay, ijare it graciously to the race of man. For

as He was ever worshipped as l)eing the Word and existing

in tJie form of God, so, being what He ever was, though

become man and called Jesus, He still has, as before, the

whole creation under foot, and bending their knees to Him
in this Name, and confessing that the Word's becoming flesh,

and undergoing death in flesh, hath not happened against

the glory of His Godhead, but to tlie glory of God the Fidlier.

For it is the Father's glory that man, made and then lost,

should be found again ; and when done to death, that

He should be made alive, and should become God's temple.

For whereas the powers in heaven, both Angels and Arch-

angels, were ever worshipping the Lord, as they are now

worshipping Him in the Name of Jesus, this is our grace

and high exaltation, that even when He liecame man, the

Son of God is worshipped, and the heavenly powers are



•li'i. TIIltEE DISCOURSES OF ATIIANASfUS

cnAr. XII. Yioi startled at seeing' all of us, who are of one
' body with Him, introduced into their realms. And

this had not been, unless He who existed in the form of

God had taken on Him a servant's form, and had humbled

Himself, yielding His body even unto death.

74. Behold then the foolishness of God, as men consider

it because of the Cross, has become of all things most

honoured. For our resurrection is stored up in it ; and no

longer Israel alone, but henceforth all the nations, as the

Prophet foretold, are leaving their idols and acknowledging

the true God, the Father of the Christ. And the delusion

of demons is come to nought, and He only who is really

God is worshipped in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

For that the Lord, incarnate and with the Name of

Jesus, is worshipped as God's Son, and the Father known

through Him, is a plain proof, as has been said, that not

the Word, considered as the Word, received this so great

grace, liut that it was we. For, because of our relationship to

His Body, we too have become God's temple, and in conse-

quence arc made God's sons, so that even in us the Tjord

is now worshipped, and lieholders report, as the Apostle

says, that God is in fl/rm of a truth. As also John saith in

the Gospel, As many as rccciiml Him, to them, (lave Ho power

to become rhAldren of God; and in his Epistle he writes,

By this -ire Jrnon' that He ahidefh in as, by His Spirit whirli He
hath, (jiven us. And this too is an evidence of His good-

ness towards us, that, while we were exalted because the

Highest Lord is in us, and for our sake grace was given

to Him, (because tlie Lord from whom it comes had be-

come a man like us,) He on the other hand, the Saviour,

humbled Himself in taking ow body of humiliation, and

took a servant's form, putting on that flesh which was

enslaved to sin. And He indeed gained nothing from us

for His own advancement : for the Word of God is without

want and full ; but rather it was we who were advanced
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from Iliin ; for ITc is the Lialit, irhich luihlonclh .Kr>. t.rn.

ovrrjj m.ini Hint romof]) into flic world.

75. [n vain then do the Ariaiis lay stress npoii the

conjunction wherefore, in consequence of Paul having said,

Wherefore hath God hiijidij exedted Him. Foi- in saying this

he did not imply His resurrection was any prize of virtue,

or advancement for tlie better, hut he assigned the cause

wliy the exaltation was Itestowed upon us. And what is

this l)ut that He who existed in form of God, the Son of a

divine Father, humldod Himself and became a servant

instead of us and in our behalf ? For if the Lord had not

Ijecomc man, Ave had not been redeemed from sins, nor

raised from the dead, but had remained dead under the

earth ; not exalted into heaven, but lying in Hades.

Because of us then and in our behalf are the words, IrighJij

errdfed and fiiven.

70. This then I consider the meaning of this passage,

and that especially in harmony with the sentiment of the

Church. However, there is anotlier way of handling it,

not divergent but parallel ; viz., that, though it docs not

speak of the exaltation of the Word Himself, considered as

Word (for He is, as was just now said, most high and like

His Father), yet by reason of His incarnation, the passage

speaks of His resurrection from the dead. For after saying,

He hatli hurnhJed Hinm'lf even unto death, the passage imme-
diately adds. Wherefore He hafh hifihhj exalted Him ; wishing

to show, that, although as man it is recorded of Him that

He died, yet, as being Life, He was exalted in the

resurrection ; for He who descended, is the same also who
rose afjain. This then is the second sense of " wherefore," in

the passage ; the Lord's exaltation was, I have said, in order

to ours ; but further, it was the necessary result of the

divinity which, even as regards the body, death could not

detain. He descended in a body, and He rose again because

it was Grod who was in that body. And this I say is the
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Chap. xit. reasoii, according to this interpretation, why He
brought in the conjunction Wherofore ; not to signify

a reward of virtue nor an advancement, liut tlie direct cause

why the resurrection took ]ilace ; and wliy, while all other

men fi"om Adam down to this time have died and remained

dead, He only in integrity of being rose from the

dead. The cause is this, which He Himself has ah'eady

taught us, that He was God, who afterwards became man.

For all other men, being merely born of Adam, died, and

death reigned over them ; but He, the Second Man, is from

heaven, for t/tr Word /fv/s made ffpsh, and such a Man is

said to be from heaven and heaveidy, because the Word

descended from heaven ; wherefore He was not held undei'

death. For though He humbled Himself, allowing His

own Body even to die, in that it was capable of death, yet it

was without delay exalted from earth, because He was also

God's Son in a body. Accordingly what is here said, W//eir-

fore GoiJ (iho liatit hyihlii cvaltod Him, answers to St. Peter's

words in the Acts, M^hom dod raisrd y/i, hdriiKj loof^cd tho

hoiuh of dffdii, bocduso it i/'as not possible that He s/widd I>e

liolden (if it. For while Paul has written, " Whereas being

in form of God He became man, and humbled Himself unto

death, therefore God also hath highly exalted Him," so

also Peter says, " Whereas, being God, He became man,

and by signs and wonders was proved to eye-witnesses to

be God, therefore it was not possible that He should be

holden of death." To man it had not been possible to succeed

in such a matter ; for death is proper to man ; wherefore

the Word, being God, l)ecame flesh, that, being put to death

in the flesh. He might quicken all men by His own power.

77. Here 1 must add one word in explanation. Since the

Word is said to be exalted and to receive gifts from God,

heretics think this must necessarily affect or impair the

substance of the Word, but this is not so. He is said to be

exalted from the loAver parts of the earth, because death
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also is ascribed to Him. Both events are reckoned .-^f^?^?;
1. § 44—45.

His, since it was His Body, and none other's, that

was exalted from the dead and taken up into heaven. And
again, the body being His, and the Word not being external

to it, it is natural that when the Body was exalted, He,

as man, should, because of the body, be spoken of as ex-

alted. If then He did not become man, let this not be

said of Him ; but if the Word became flesh, of necessity

the resurrection and exaltation, as when a man is spoken of,

must be ascribed to Him, in order that the death which is

ascribed to Him may be a redemption of the sins of men
and an abolition of death, and that the resurrection and

exaltation may for His sake remain secure for us. And
both phrases run, God h(dh highly exalted Him, and God

hath given to Him, in order to show that it is not the

Father that hath become flesh, but it is His Word, who

has become man and after the manner of men has received

gifts from the Father, and is exalted by Him, as has been

said. And it is plain, nor would any one dispute it, that

what the Father gives. He gives through the Son. And
it is marvellous and overwhelming verily, that the grace

which the Son gives from the Father, that the Son Himself

is said to receive ; and that the exaltation, which the Son

effects from the Father, with that the Son is Himself

exalted. For He who is the Son of God, He Himself

became the Son of Man ; and, as Word, He gives what

comes from the Father, for all things which the Father

does and gives, He does and supplies through Him ; and as

being the Son of Man, He Himself is said, after the manner

of men, to receive what proceeds from Himself, because His

Body is none other than His, and is a natural recipient of

grace, as has been said. For He received it as far as man's

nature was exalted ; which exaltation was its being deified.

But such an exaltation the Word Himself always had accord-

ing to the Father's Grodhead and perfection, which was His.
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Chaptek XIII.

Answer to ohjecfions from Scripture; secondly, Psnlm xliv. 7.

Chap. xiii. yg^ SucH ail explanation of the Apostle's words

confutes the hnpious men ; and what the Psalmist

says admits also the same orthodox sense, which they mis-

interpret, but which in the Psalmist is manifestly according

to piety. He says then, Thij throne, God, is for ever and

ever ; a sceptre of rif/hteousness is the sceptre of Thy hingdom.

Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated iniquity, ivherefore

Ood, even Thy God, hath anointed Thee with the oil of glad-

ness above Thy fellows. Behold, ye Arians, and acknow-

ledge even hence the truth. The Psalmist speaks of us all

as fellows or partali:ers of the Lord ; but were He one of

things which come out of nothing and of things made par-

takers, He Himself had been one of those who partake.

But, since he sang of Him as the eternal God, saying, Thy

throne, God, is for ever and ever, and has declared that

all other things partake of Him, what conclusion must we

draw, but that He is distinct from created things, and He
only the Father's veritable Word, Radiance, and Wisdom,

which all things made partake, being sanctified by Him in

the Spirit ? And therefore He is here " anointed," not

that He may become God, for He was so even before ; nor

that He may become King, for He had the Kingdom

eternally, existing as God's Image, as the sacred Oracle

shows ; but, as before, in our behalf is this written. For

the Israelitish kings, upon their being anointed, then

became kings, not being so before, as David, as Ezekias,

as Josias, and the rest ; but the Saviour on the contrary,

being God, and ever ruling over the Father's Kingdom, and

being Himself the Dispenser of the Holy Ghost, neverthe-

less is here said to be anointed, that, as before, being said

as man to be anointed with the Spirit, He might provide

for us men, not only exaltation and resurrection, but the

indwelling and intimacy of the Spirit. And, signifying this,
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the Lord Himself hath said hj His own mouth, j^fij^.^^

in the Gospel accordmg to John, I have sent

them into the world, and for their sakes do I sanctify Mijself

that theij may be sanctified in truth. In saying this He has

shown that He is not the sanctified, but the Sanctifier

;

for He is not sanctified by other, but He Himself sanctifies

Himself, that we may be sanctified in the Truth. He who

sanctifies Himself is liord of sanctification. How then does

this take place ? What does He mean but this ? viz., " I,

being the Father's Word, I give to Myself, when become

man, the Spirit ; and in the same Spirit do I sanctify

Myself when become man, that henceforth in Me, who

am Truth, (for Tliy Word is Truth,) all men may be

sanctified."

79. If then for our sake He sanctifies Himself, and docs

this when He has become man, it is also very plain that

the Spirit's descent on Him in Jordan, was a descent upon

us, because of His bearing our body. And it did not take

place for any advancement of the Word, but again for

our sanctification, that we might share His anointing, and

that of us it might be said, Know ye not that ye are God's

Temple, and the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? For when

the Lord, as man, was washed in Jordan, it was we who

were washed in Him and by Him. And when He received

the Spirit, we it was who by Him are made capable of re-

ceiving It. And moreover for this reason, it was not as Aaron

or David or the rest, that He was anointed with oil, but

in another way above all His fellows, with the oil of ytad-

ness ; which He Himself interprets to be the Spirit, saying

by the Prophet, The Spirit of the Lord is upon, Me, hecause

the Lord hath anointed 31e ; as also the Apostle has said,

How God anointed Him with the Holy Ghost. When then

were these prophecies fulfilled in Him but when on His

coming in the flesh He was baptized in Jordan, and the

Spirit descended on Him ? And indeed the Lord Himself

q2
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Chap. xiii. g^yg ^^q jjjg disciples, The Spirit shall take of 3Iine

;

^^^^ ^ ^^^.^^ ^^^^^^ jj-^^^
^ ^^^^ ii!emr« ye the Holy

Ghost; but notwithstanding, He who, as the Word and

Kadiance of the Father, gives to others, elsewhere is said

to be sanctified, because now He has become man, and the

Body that is sanctified is His. From Him tlien we have

begun to receive the unction and the seal, John saying. And
ye have an viirtioa from the Holy One ; and the Apostle, And
ye irere sealed with the Holy Sjiirit of 'promise. Therefore

because of us and for us are these words.

80. What advance then iu goodness, and reward of

virtue or generally of conduct, is proved from this in our

Lord's instance ? For if He was not God, and then had

become God, if not being King He was promoted to

royalty, your reasoning would have had some faint plausi-

bility. But if He is God and the throne of His kingdom

is everlasting, in what way could God advance ? or what

was there wanting to Him who was sitting on His Father's

throne .^ And if, as the Lord Himself has said, the Spirit

is His, and takes of His, and is sent by Him, it is not

the Word, considered as the Word and Wisdom, who is

anointed with that Spirit which He Himself gives, but the

flesh assumed by Him which is anointed in Him and by

Him ; that the sanctification coming to the Lord as man,

may come to all men from Hmi. For not of Itself, saith

He, doth the Spirit speak, but the Word is He who gives

It to the worthy. For this is like the passage considered

above ; for as the Apostle has written. Who existiny in

form of Ood thought it not robhery to he equal with God,

hut humbled Himself, and took a servant's form, so David

celebrates the Lord, as everlasting God and King, but

sent to us and assuming our body which is mortal. For

this is his meaning in the Psalm, All Thy garments smell

of myrrh, aloes, and cassia ,• and it is represented by Nico-

demus and by Mary's company, when he came bringing a
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mixture of mi/nh and aloes, about a/i hundred pounds
j^^s^^y^^^^'

iveighf, and they the spices ivhich they had prepared

for the burial of the Lord's body,

81. What promotion tlien was it to the Immortal to

ha\'e assumed the mortal ? or what gain is it to the

Everlasting to have put on the temporal ? what reward

can be great to the Everlasting God and King, being as

He is in the bosom of the Father ? Perceive ye not, that

this too was done and written because of us and for us,

that us who are mortal and temporal, the Lord by be-

coming man might make immortal, and bring into the

everlasting kingdom of heaven ? Blush ye not, speaking

lies against the divine oracles ? For, when our Lord

Jesus Christ had been among us, we indeed were profited

as being rescued from sin ; but He is the same : nor did

He alter, by becoming man, (to repeat what I have already

said,) but, as has been written, The Word of God ahideth

for ever. Surely as, before His becoming man. He, as

being the Word, dispensed to the saints the Spirit as His

own, so also after He was made man. He sanctifies all by

the Spirit, and says to His Disciples, Receive ye the Holy

Ghost. And He gave It to Moses and to the other seventy ;

and through Him David prayed to the Father, saying.

Take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. On the other hand,

when made man. He said, / will send to you the Paraclete,

tlic Spirit of truth ; and He sent Him, He the Word of

God, as being faithful to His promise.

82. Therefore, Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, to-day,

and for ever, remaining unalterable, and at once gives and

receives, giving as God's Word, receiving as man. As

He Himself says, The ylory which Thou yavest Me, I have

given to tliem, that they may he one even as We are one.

Because of us then He asked for glory, and the words

took and gcwe and higlily exalted occur that we might take,

and to us might be given, and we might be exalted in
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might be sanctified in Him. For He says not,

" Wherefore He anointed Thee in order to Thy being God
or King or Son or Word ; " for so He was before and is for

ever, as has been shown ; but rather, " Since Thou art God
and King, tlierefore Thou wast anointed, since iione but

Thou couldst unite man to the Holy Ghost,—Thou, the Image

of the Father, in which we were made in the beginning
;

for Thine is also the Spirit." For the nature of creatures

could give no warranty for this. Angels having trans-

gressed, and men disobeyed. Wherefore there was need of

God, and such is the Word, that those who had come under

a curse He Himself might set free. If then He was from

nothing. He would not have been the Christ or Anointed

One, being one among others, and merely partaking gifts

with the rest. But, whereas He is God, as being Son of

God, and is everlasting King, and exists as Radiance and

Impress of the Father, therefore fitly is He the expected

Christ, whom the Father announces to manldnd by reve-

lation to His holy Prophets; that as through Him we

have come into being, so also in Him all men might be

redeemed from their sins, and by Him all things might be

ruled.

83. It is very plain then why, when the Lord came on

earth, there was a necessity that He should not refuse

to be called inferior to the Spirit, in respect of His man-

hood, as He really was. Thus, when the Jews said that

He cast out devils in Beelzebub, He answered and said

to them, for the exposure of their blasphemy. Bid if I

throufjh the Spirit of God cast out devils, &c. Behold, the

Giver of the Spirit here says that He cast out devils in

the Spirit ; but this is not said, except because of His

flesh. For since man's nature is not equal of itself to

casting out devils, but only in power of the Spuit, there-

fore as man He said. But if I through the Spirit of God cast
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out devils. Of course too when He said, Whosoever' ^f^ll^_

shall spmh a ivord against the Son of Man, it shall

he forgiven him, He signilied that the blasphemy offered to

the Holy Clhost was greater than this against His humanity.

tSach blasphemy was theirs who said, Is not this the car-

penter''s son ? but they who blaspheme against the Holy

Grhost, and ascribe the deeds of the Word to the devil,

shall have inevitable punishment. This is what the Lord

spoke to the Jews, as man ; but to the disciples, show-

ing His Godhead and His majesty, and intimating that

He was not inferior but equal to the Spirit, He gave

the Spirit and said. Receive ye the Holy Ghost, and 1

send Him, and He shall glorify Me, and Whatsoever He

heareth, thcd He shall spealc. As then in this place the

Lord Himself, the Giver of the Spirit, does not refuse to

say that through the Spirit He casts out devils, as man ;

in like manner He the same, the Giver of the Spirit,

refused not to say. The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me,

hecause He haiii anointed Me, in respect of His having

become flesh, as John hath said ; that it might be shown

in both these particulars, that it is we who need the

Spirit's grace in our sanctification, and again it is we who

are unable to cast out devils without the Spirit's power.

Through whom then and from whom behoved it that the

Spirit should be given but through the Son, whose also

is the Spirit ? and when were we enabled to receive It,

except when the Word became man ? and, as the passage of

the Apostle shows that we should not have been redeemed

and highly exalted, had not He who exists in form of God

taken a servant's form, so David also shows, that not

otherwise should we have partaken of the Spirit and been

sanctified, save that the Giver of the Spirit, the Word

Himself, had spoken of Himself as anointed with the

Spirit for us. And therefore did we securely receive It,

because He was declared to be anointed in the flesh ; for the
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flggj^ being first sanctified in Him, and He being

said, as man, to have received the gift in behalf

of the flesh, we have after Him the Spirit's grace, receiving

out of His fidness.

84. Nor do the words, 77tou hmt loved rigldeousmss mid

hated iniquitij, which are added in the Psalm, show, as again

you suppose, that the nature of the Word is nmtable,

but rather by their very force signify His immutability.

For since of things made the nature is alterable, and the

one portion of creation had transgressed and the other

disobeyed, as has been said, and it is not certain how they

will act, but it often happens that he who is now good

afterwards alters and becomes different, and one who was l;)ut

now righteous, soon is found unrighteous, therefore there was

hero also need of One who was unalterable, that men iniglit

have the immutabihty of the righteousness of the Word as

an image and type for virtue. And this thought commends

itself strongly to the right-minded. For since the first man

Adam changed, and through sin death came into the world,

therefore it became the second Adam to be unchangeable ;

that should the Serpent again assault, even the Serpent's

deceit might be baffled, and, the Lord being unalterable

and unchangeable, the Serpent might become powerless in

his assaults against all. For as, when Adam had trans-

gressed, his sin reached unto all men, so, when the Lord

had become man and had overthrown the Serpent, that

exceeding strength of His should extend to all men, so that

each of us may say, For we. are not i(jmraiit of Ms devices.

Good reason then that the Lord, who is everlasting and in

nature immutable, loving righteousness and hating ini-

cpiity, should be anointed and Himself sent on mission,

that, being and remaining the same. He migld, by taking

this alterable flesh, rondemii sin in if and might secure

its freedom, and its ability henceforth to fulfil the rvjliteous-

ness of the law in itself, so as to be able to say. But we are
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not ill the flesh lv,t in the Spirit, if so be that the j^^gS.
Spirit of God dwelleth in us.

85. Vainly then, here again, Arians, have ye made this

supposition, and vainly alleged the words of Scripture ; for

the Word of God is unalterable, and is ever in one state,

and that no other than the Father's ; since how is He like

the Father, unless He be thus ? or how is all that is the

Father's, the Son's also, if He has not the unalteraljleness

and unchangeableness of the Father ? Not as being subject

to laws, and as being impelled this way and that, does He

love this and hate that (for to say that from fear of disad-

vantage He chose the opposite, would only be to admit in

another way that He is alterable) ; but, as being God and

the Father's Word, He is a just judge and lover of virtue,

or rather its source. Therefore being just and holy by

nature, on this account He is said to love righteousness

and to hate iniquity ; as much as to say, that He loves and

takes to Him the virtuous, and rejects and hates the un-

righteous. This is only what divine Scripture says of the

Father too : Tli-e Rigldeous Lord loreth rit/hteousness : Thou

hidest all tliem that worlc iniquity ; and, T/i,e Lord loveth t/ie

gates of Sion, more than all the dwellings of Jacob ; and, Jacob

hare I loved, but Esau have I hcded ; and in Esaias, there is

the voice of God again saymg, / the Lord love rujhteous-

ness, and I liate grasping wags. They ought then to ex-

pound those former words which relate to the Son, as

these latter which relate to the Father ; it is but reason-

able, for the Son is the Father's Image. Else, if the former

imply that the Son is alterable, the latter will imply change

in the Father too. But since to hear this even sup-

posed in contro\'ersy may have a bad effect on the mind,

let us rule it at once that, when it is said that God loves

righteousness and hates unrighteous grasping, this does not

mean that He looks towards both the one and the other, and

is cai)able of either, selecting the one and passing by the



234 THREE DISCOUESES OF ATHANASIUS

Chap. XIII. other, as it may be, for this is characteristic of

the creature, but that, as a judge. He loves and

takes to Him the righteous and withdraws from the bad.

It follows then to think the same concerning the Image of

Grod also, that He loves and hates no otherwise than thus.

For such must be the nature of the Image as is Its Father,

though the Arians in their blindness fail to see either that

Image or any other truth of the divine oracles. For when

forced from the conceptions, or rather misconceptions, of

their own hearts, they fall back upon passages of divine

Scripture, here too, from dulness of intellect, according to

their wont, they discern not their meaning ; and laying down

their own impiety as a sort of canon of interpretation, they

wrest the whole of the divine oracles into accordance with

it. And so, as soon as they give utterance to such doctrine,

they deserve nothing more than to be told. Ye do err, not

kiiowiiKj the Scriptures nor the power of God; and if they

persist in it, they must be put to silence, by the words.

Reader to man the tl/iitf/s that are man's, and to God the

things that are God's.

Chapter XIV.

Answer to objections from Scriptwre ; thirdly, Hebrews i. -t.

86. But it is written, say they, in the Proverbs, The Lord

created Me the heginning of His ways, for His uwrTcs ; and in

the Epistle to the Hebrews the Apostle says, Being made

so much better than the Angels, as He hath by inheritance

obtained a more excellent jSfam.e than titey. And soon after,

Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling,

consider the Apostle and High Priest of our profession, Christ

Jesus, who was faithfd to Him that appointed Him. And in

the Acts, Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly,
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tliat God hath made that same Jesus ivhom iie .^°\?^?':
^ 1. § 52—54.

Ibave crucified both Lord and Christ. These pas-

sages they have brought forward at every turn, mistaking

their sense, and fancying they proved that the Word of God
was a creature and work, and one of things that were

brought into being ; and thus they deceive the thoughtless,

putting forth the words of Scripture as their pretence, but

instead of the true sense of it, sowing upon it the poison of

their own heresy. For had they known, they would not have

been impious against the Lord of glory, nor have wrested the

good words of Scripture into a wrong direction. This is what

comes of their appeal to Scripture ; but after all it were well,

did we know where precisely to find them, or if they knew

for certain themselves where they stand. Do they, for in-

stance, as they sometimes seem to do, hold to Caiaphas and

his Jews, who look for some temporal greatness from "God
dwelling upon earth ? " If so, why do they quote the words

of the Apostles, which are out of place with Jews ? Or again,

denying that the Word was made flesh, what right have they

as if Manichees to appeal to the Proverbs, an Old Testament

book, in their favour ? Or if, for secular reasons, from

ambition, lucre, or from regard of public opinion, they are

forced to say in words contrary both to Jews and Manichees,

that the Word was made flesh, why do they make their con-

fession of faith by halves, instead of speaking out, and inter-

preting St. John's words of the incarnate presence of the

Saviour, since we are to consider that they do not otherwise

interpret it ? For it is not seemly, while confessing that the

Word became flesh, yet to be ashamed at what is written of

Him, and on that account to pervert the sense.

87. Thus, it is written, Haviaij become so much better than

the Angels ; let us then first examine this. Now it is right

and necessary, as in all divine Scripture, so here, faithfully

to expound the occasion concerning which the Apostle

wrote, and the person, and the thing, lest the reader, from
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CHAP. XIV. ignorance missing either these or any similar

particular, should be wide of the true sense. This

principle understood that earnestly inquiring eunuch, when

lie thus besought Philip, I pray thee, of ivhom doth the Prophet

speak this ? of hiymclf or of some other man ? for he feared

lest, expounding the lesson of the wrong person, he should

wander from the right drift. And the disciples, wishing to

learn the time of what was foretold, besought the Lord, Tell

us, said they, when shall these thinf/s he ? and what is the

sign of Thij coniimj ? And again, hearing from the Saviour

the events of the end, they desired to learn the time of it,

not only that they might be kept from error themselves, but

that they might be al)le to teach others ; as, for instance,

when they had learned, they set right the Thessalonians, who

were going ^vrong. When then a man knows properly these

points, his understanding of the faith is right and healthy
;

but if he mistakes any such, forthwith he falls into heresy.

Thus the party of Hymenaius and Alexander were beside

the time, when they said that the resurrection had already

been ; and the Galatians were after the time, in making much

of circumcision now. And to miss the person was the lot

of the Jews and is still, who tliink that of one of them-

selves it is said, Behold, a Virgin shall conceive, and bear a

Son, and theij shall call His Name Eminanuel, tvhich is, being

interpreted, God with us ; and that, A Prophet shall tlie Lord

gour God raise up to goii, is spoken of one of the Prophets ;

and who, as to the words. He was led as a sheep to the

slaughter, instead of learning from Philip, conjecture them

to be spoken of Esaias or some other of the Prophets which

had been.^

'' The more commou evasion on Jeremiah, vid. Justin. Tryph. 72,

the part of the Jews was to inter- et al. Iren. Hser. iv. 33. Tortull.

pret the prophecy of their own in Jud. 9. Cyprian. Testim. in

sufferings in captivity. It was Jud. ii. 13. Euseb. Dem. iii. 2,

an idea of Grotius that the pro- &c.

phecy received a first fulfilment in
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88. Such has been the state of mind under
i^^-gf^gg.

which Christ's enemies have faUen into their foul ——-

—

heresy. For had they known the person, and the thing, and

the occasion to whicli the Apostle's words relate, they would

not have expounded of Christ's divinity what belongs to

His manhood, nor in their folly have committed so great an

impiety.^ Now this will be readily seen, if one expounds

properly the beginning of this passage. For the Apostle

says, God who at sundry times and diverse manners spahe in

times past unto the fathers hi/ the prophets hath in these last

days spoken unto us hy His Son ; and then again shortly after

he says, ivhen He had hy Himself jmryed our sins, He sat

doivn on the riyht hand of the Majesty on hiyh, haviny he-

come so much hetter than the Anyets, as He hath hy inheri-

tance ohtained a more excellent Name than they. Here, first,

who is spoken of ? ^ the Son of God ; He is the person.

And the time ? later than the prophets, and when He took

flesh. And what was the thing done ? the purging of our

sins. Proceeding then with his account of that economy in

which we are concerned, and speaking of the last times,

the Apostle is naturally led to observe that not even in the

former times was G-od silent with men, but spoke to them

by the Prophets. And, whereas the Prophets ministered,

and the Law was spoken by Angels, therefore when the Son

too visited the earth, and that in order to minister, he was

forced to add, Haviny hecome so mucli hetter than the Anyels,

wishing to show that, as much as the Son excels a ser-

vant, so much also the ministry of the Son is better than

the ministry of servants. Contrasting, then, the old

ministry and the new, the Apostle speaks out to the Jews,

writing and saying. Become so much hetter than the Anyels.

« This implies, as above, that by coming to Scripture after a

the truths of Scripture are not to definite instruction,

be picked out and ascertained from ^ Vid. p. 29, infr. p. 257, Sent,

the sacred text by induction, but Dion. § 4.

can no otherwise be learned than
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Chap. XIV. This is the occasion and the drift of the passage,

but here these men find two difficulties ; first, tliey

object, tliat the Apostle says that our Lord has " become,"

but to become is to come to be, tliat is, to have a beginning.

Again, secondly, he calls Him " better than the Angels ;

"

that is, the Son Himself is an Angel, though better than the

rest. This is what they urge against the orthodox doctrine.

89. ^Now, if they insist on the Apostle's language as

being the language of comparison, and on comparison as

denoting a oneness of kind, so that the Son is of the nature

of Angels, they will in the first place incur the disgrace of

rivalling and repeating what Valentinus held, and Carpo-

crates, and those other heretics, of whom the former said

that the Angels were one in kind with the Christ, and

the latter that Angels are the framers of the world. Per-

chance it is under the instruction of these masters that

they compare the Word of God with the Angels
; yet

what likeness is there between the one and the other ?

Surely amid such speculations, they will be moved by the

Psalmist, saying. Who is he amomi the gods that shall he like

unto the Lord? and. Among the gods there is none lilce unto

Thee, Lord. It is true, as they say, that comparison does

belong to subjects one in kind, not to those which differ.

No one, for instance, would compare God with man, or

again, man with brutes, nor wood with stone, because their

natures are unlike ; but God is beyond comparison, and

man is compared to man, and wood to wood, and stone to

stone. This is true, but in such cases we speak not of letter,

but of " rather " and of " more ; " thus Joseph was comely

rather than his brethren, and Rachel than Leah ; star is

not better than star, but rather excels in glory ; whereas

' There is apparently much con- passage from a former work into

fusion in the arrangement of the his text ; vid. supr. p. 208, note,

paragraphs that follow ; though Attempts have been made here to

the appearance may perhaps arise make the order more simple,

from Athan.'s incorporating some
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in brino-ino; to2;ether thins-s which differ in kind, .^P-.?™-

then hptf<'r is used to mark the difference. Ob-

serve then, had the Apostle said, " by so much has the Son

precedence of the Angels," or " by so mnch greater," or

more honourable, you would have had a plea, as if the Son

were compared with the Angels ; but he does not say so,

he says, bettor, and in saying that He is better, and differs

as far as Son differs from servants, the Apostle shows that

He is other than the Angels in nature.

90. And of this we have proof from divine Scripture :

David, for instance, saying in the Psalm, One day in Thy

courts is better than a thousand; and Solomon crying out,

Receive my instrvction and not silver, and hiowledge beyond

choice gold. For ivisdom is better than rubies ; and all

the things that may be desired are not to be compared to it.

Are not wisdom and stones of the earth different in sub-

stance and separate in nature ? Are heavenly courts at

all akin to earthly houses ? Or is there any similarity

between things eternal and spiritual, and things temporal

and mortal ? And this is what Esaias says, 7'hus saith the

Lord unto the eunuchs that keep My sabbaths, and choose

the tilings that please Me, and tciTce hold of My Covenant;

even unto them ivill I give in Mine house, and within My
walls, a place and a name better than of sons and of daughters .-

I will give them an everlasting name that shall not be cut off.

Therefore in like manner there is nought of kin between

the Son and the Angels : so that the word better is not

used to compare but to contrast, because of the difference

of His nature from them. And therefore the Apostle

also himself, when he interprets the word better, places

its force in nothing short of the Son's excellence over

things created, calling the one Son, the other servants

;

the one, as a Son with the Father sitting on His right

;

and the others as servants, standing before Him, and

being sent, and fulfilhng offices. Scripture, in speaking
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^^j^^jg^ implies, Arians, not that the Son is

brought into being, but rather that He is

other than such beings as have a beginning, and belongs

to the Father, being in His bosom.

91, If indeed He be in substance other than and distinct

from created things, what comparison of His substance

can there be, or what likeness to them ? And this Paul

makes plain in this very passage, For unto which of the

Angels said He at any time, Thou art My Son, this day ham
I begotten Tliee ? And of the Angels He saith. Who imdieth

His Angels spirits, and His ministers a flame of fire. Ob-

serve here the word made belongs to things that come

into being, and he calls them works ; but to the Son he

speaks not of a making, nor of a becoming, but of eternity

and kingship, and a Framer's office, exclaiming. Thy

Throne, God, is for ever and ever ; and, Thoa, Lord, in

the beginning hast laid the foundation of the earth, and the

heavens are the ivorhs of Thine hands ; they shall perish, but

Thou remainest. From which words even they, were they

but willing, might perceive that the Framer is other than

the things framed, the former being God, the latter being

creatures which have been made out of nothing. Not that.

They shall perish, means as if the creation were destined for

destruction, but the words indicate the nature of thhigs

created by the issue to which they tend. For things which

admit of perishing, though, through the grace of their

Maker, they perish not, yet have come out of nothing, and

themselves witness that they once were not. And on this

account, since their nature is such, it is said of the Son,

Thou remainest, to show His eternity ; for not having the

capacity of perishing, as things have which began to be, but

having eternal duration, it is foreign to Him to have it said,

" He was not before His generation," but it belongs to Him
to be always, and to endure together with the Father. And
though the Apostle had not thus written in liis Epistle to



AGAINST AEIANISM. '2il

the Hebrews, still his other Epistles, and the whole .^P-
^^^•

^
1. § 5i}—62.

of Scripture, would certainly forbid their enter-

taining such notions concerning the Word. But since ho has

here expressly written it, and, as has been above shown,

the Son is Oifsprhig of the Father's substance, and He is

Framer, and other tilings are framed by Him, and He
is the Radiance and Word and Image and W^isdom of the

Father, and things are made to stand and serve in their place

below the Trinity, therefore the Son is different in kind

and different in substance from things created, and on

the contrary belongs to the Father's substance and is one in

nature with it. And hence it is that the Son too says not

M// Father is better than I, lest we should conceive Him to

be foreign to His Father's Nature, but greater, not indeed in

fulness of powers, nor in length of time, but because of His

generation from the Father Himself ; nay, in saying greater

He again shows that He is proper to His substance.

92. At the same time, though the Apostle's words so

clearly discriminate the substance of the Word from the

nature of creatures, what he directly had in view, when he

contrasted the one with the other, and called Him better

tlian them, was the Lord's visitation in the flesh and the

economy which He then sustained, and which showed that

He was not like those former messengers ; so that, as

much as He excelled in nature those who were sent before

by Him, by so much also the grace which came from and

through Him was better than the ministry through

Angels. For it is the function of servants to demand
the fruits and no more ; but of the Son and Master to

forgive the debts and to transfer the vineyard.

93. And this is what the Apostle proceeds to show :

Therefore, lie says, we ought to give the more earnest heed to

the things which we have heard, lest at any time we should let

them slip. For if the ivord s^JoTcen bg Angels ivas steadfast,

and everg transgression and disobedience received a just recom-

R
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jjgyjsg of reward ; hoiv shall we escape if we 'neglect

so great salvation ; which at the first began to he

sjwJeen by the Lord, and ivas confirmed unto us by them that

heard Him. But if the Son were in the number of things

created, He was not better than they, nor did disobedience

involve increase of punishment because of Him ; any more

than in the Ministry of Angels there would be, according to

each Angel, greater or less guilt in the transgressors, but the

law was one, and one was its vengeance on transgressors.

But, whereas the Word is not in the number of created

things, but is Son of the Father, therefore, as He Himself

is better and His acts better and transcendent, so also the

punishment is worse. Let them contemj)late then the

grace which is through the Son, and let them acknowledge

the witness which He gives even from His works, that He
is other than things created, and alone the very Son in the

Father and the Father in Him. And the Law was spoken

by Angels, and perfected no one, needing the visitation of

the Word, as Paul hath said ; but that visitation in the

flesh has perfected the work of the Father. And then,

from Adam unto Moses death reigned ; but the presence

of the Word abolished death. And no longer in Adam
are we all dying ; but in Christ we are all reviving. And
then from Dan to Bersabe was the Law proclaimed, and

in Judea only was God known ; but now, unto all the

earth has gone forth their voice, and all the earth has

been filled with the knowledge of God, and the disciples

have made disciples of all the nations, and now is fulfilled

what is written. They shall be cdl taught of God. And then

what was revealed, was but a type ; but now the truth has

been manifested.^ And tliis again the Apostle himself

^ Parts of this chapter are the natural consequence of his

much more finished in style warming with his subject, but
than the general course of his this eloquent passage looks very-

Orations. It may be indeed only much like an insertion. Some
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describes afterwards more clearly, saying, By so .^^;.?^?;

much did Jesus become sureiij of a better testament ,•

and again, But noiv hath He obtained a more excellent

ministry, by hoiv much also He is the Mediator of a better

covenant, ivMch was established upon better promises. And,

For the Law made nothiny perfect, but was the brinyiny in

of a better hope. And again he says, It ivas therefore neces-

sary that the patterns of thinys in the heavens should be

purified ivith these ; but the heavenly thinys themselves with

better sacrifices than.these. Both in the verse before us then,

and throughout, does he ascribe the word better to the Lord,

who is better and other than created things. For better is

the sacrifice through Him, better the hope in Him ; and

also the promises through Him, not merely as great com-

pared with small, but the one differing from the other in

nature, because He who conducts tliis economy is better than

all creatures.

94. " Better " then, as has been said, could not have

been brought to pass in any other than the Son, wdio sits

on the right hand of the Father. And what does this

denote but that the Son is really Son, and that the God-

head of the Father is the same as the Son's ? For, because

the Son reigns in His Father's kingdom, hence is He seated

upon the same throne as the Father, and because contem-

plated in the Father's Godhead, therefore is the Word God,

and whoso beholds the Son, beholds the Father ; and thus

there is but one God. Sitting then on the right, yet hath

He not His Father on the left ; but, whatever is right and

precious in the Father, that also the Son has, and He says.

All thinys that the Father hath are 3Iine. Wherefore also the

Son, though sitting on the right, also sees the Father on the

right, though it be as having become man, that He says,

words of it are found in Sent. in other places, as S. Leo, e.g.,

D. 11, written a few years sooner. repeats himself in another con-
He certainly transcribed himself troversy.

E 2
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on My rigid lumd, therefore I shall not fall. This

shows moreover, that the Son is in the Father and the Father

in the Son ; for the Father being" on the right, the Son is on

the right ;

'^ and while the Son sits on the riglit of the

Father, the Father is in the Son. And the Angels indeed

minister ascending and descending ; bnt concerning the Son

He saith. And let all the Angels of God ivorship Him.

And when Angels minister, they say, " I am sent unto

thee," and " the Lord has commanded ; " but the Son,

though He say in human fashion, " I am sent," and comes

to finish the work and to minister, nevertheless says, as be-

ing Word and Image, / ani in the Father, and the Father in

lie ; and He that hath seen Me hath seen the Father ; and

The Father that abideth in Me, He doeth the works ; for

whatever we behold in that Image is the Father's handi-

work.

95. And now coming, secondly, to the expres-

sion become, which here occurs, neither does this show

that the Son is created, as you suppose. If indeed it

were simply become and no more, a case might stand for

the Arians ; but whereas they are forestalled with the word

Son throughout the jjassage, showing that He is other

than things created, so again not even the word become

occurs absolutely, but better is immediately subjoined to

it. For the writer thought the expression immaterial,

knowing that in the case of one who was confessedly a

genuine Son, to say become is the saine with saying that

He had only in some sense been made, and that He is in a

^ Nee ideo tariien quasi hu- pxitandum est, ne in illud incida-
mana forma circumscriptum esse mus sacrilegium, &c. August, de
Deum Patrem arbitrandum est, Fid. et Symb. 14. Does tliis pas-
ut de illo cogitautibus dextrum sage of Athan.'s sho-w that the
aut sinistrum latiis animo occur- Anthropomorphites were stirriuD-

rat ; aut id ipsum quod sedens in Egypt already ?

Pater dicitur, flexis poplitibus fieri
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certain relation hpffer. For it matters not, should .^J). P'^n.
'

1. V) 55—62.

we speak of what is really generate, as " become "
^

—

or " made ;

" but on the contrary, things made, God's

handiwork as they ai-e, cannot be called generate, except so

far as after their making they partake of the Son who is

the true Generate, and are therefore said themselves to have

been generated also, not at all because of their own nature,

but because of their participation of the Son in the Spirit.

And this again divine Scripture recognises ; for it not only

says in the case of things really made. All things came to he

through Him, and without Him there ivas not anything m.ade,

and, In Wisdom hast Thou made them all; but in the case

of sons also who are really generate. To Joh there came seven

sons and three daughters, and Abraham was an hundred

gears old ivhen there became to him Isaac his son; and

Moses said. If to ang one there come sons. Therefore, since

the Son is other than things created, and is alone the proper

Offsi^ring of the Father's substance, this plea of the Arians

from the word become is worth nothing.

96. The quarrel then between us and them turns on the

previous question, whether the Son is a real Son, or in

name only, not in fact. If He is already known to be the

genuine Offspring of the Father, then " become " will do

His divine greatness no harm ; but certainly, if Sonship

has still to be proved as His own, then this expression, as

far as it goes, may be used as an argument against His

possessing it. But, if it is to prevail, let them not in mere

consistency separate Him and the other inhabitants of

heaven. If He is to be accounted an Angel, and has come

to be such as the rest have, let Him share their nature ;
if

they are sons, let Him be creature ; if He stands before

the Throne, let them all, as well as Him, be on the Right

Hand. This must be, if Arius can bring Scripture on his

side ; but if, on the other hand, Paul, as I have already

quoted him, distinguishes the Son from things made, say-
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^jg^

rp^
which of the An/jds said He at any time, Thou

art My Son ? and the One frames heaven and earth,

but they come into being by Him, and He sitteth with the

Father, but they stand-by ministering, who does not see

that he has not used the word become of the substance of

the "Word, but of that special ministration to which He
condescended ? For as, being the Word, He became flesh,

so when become man, He became by so much better in

His ministry than the ministry which came by the Angels,

as Son excels servants and Framer things framed. Let

them cease therefore to take the word become to relate to

the substance of the Son, for He is not one of things that

have come to be ; and let them acknowledge that it is

indicative of His ministry, and of the economy of which

His coming was a condition.

07. Moreover, that He is said to have become our surety, in

the passage which I just now quoted, explains in what sense

the word become is to be taken. He became our surety by

taking flesh ; then it was therefore that He became better

than the Angels, viz., when He visited the earth and was

born of Mary. Paul then does not speak of the Son, Wis-

dom, Radiance, Image of the Father, coming to be, but of

His coming to be the minister of the covenant, in wMch
death, which once ruled, is abolished ; for here also the

ministry which is through Him has become better, in that

what the Law could not do in thcd it was weak through

the flesh, God sending His Own Son in the Wkeness of

sinful flesh, and for sin condemned sin in the flesh,

ridding it of the trespass, in which, being continu-

ally held captive, it admitted not the Divine Mind.

And having rendered the flesli capable of the Word, He
made us walk, no longer according to the flesh, but accord-

ing to the Spirit, and say again and again, " But we are

not in the flesh but in the Spirit," and, "For the Son of

Grod came into the world, not to judge the world, but
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to redeem all men and that the world might be
i^fsg^,!!^.

saved through Him." Formerly the world, as

guilty, was under judgment from the Law ; but now the

Word has taken on Himself the judgment, and having

suffered in the l^ody for all, has bestowed salvation upon all.

With a view to this, hath John exclaimed, The law ivas (jiven

hy Moses, hut (jrace and truth came bij Jesus Christ. Better

is grace than the Law, and truth than the shadow.

98. To conclude : If they still carry on the contest, it will

be natural to meet them with the force of those similar ex-

pressions which are used concerning the Father Himself.

This may serve to prevail with them to refrain their tongue

from evil, or may teach them the depth of their folly.

Now it is written. Become my strong rock and house of defence,

that Thou mayest save me. And again, The Lord lecame

a defence for the poor, and like passages, which are found

in divine Scripture. If then they apply these passages

to the Son, which perhaps is nearest the truth, then let

them acknowledge that the sacred writers ask Him, as

not being a creature, to become to them a strong rock

and house of defence; and for the future let them under-

stand hecome, and He made, and He created, of His incarnate

presence. For then did He become a strong rock and house

of defence, when He bore our sins in His own body upon

the tree, and said, Come unto Me all ye that Udwur and are

heavy laden, and I ivill give you rest.

99. However, if they are unwilling thus to interpret,

and therefore refer these passages to the Father, will they,

when it is here also written, " Become " and " He became,"

venture so far as to affirm that God has come into being ?

Yea, they will dare, as they thus argue concerning His

Word ; for the course of their argument carries them on

to conjecture the same things concerning the Father, as

they devise concerning His Word. But far be such a no-

tion ever from the thoua-hts of all the faithful ! for neither
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ig the Son in the number of things made, nor do
the words of Scripture in question, Become, and He

became, denote beginning of being, but tliat succour in Him
wliich comes to the needy. For God is always, and one and

the same ; but men came into being afterwards through the

Word, when the Father Himself willed it ; and God is in-

visible and inaccessible to created things, and especially to

men upon earth. When then men in infirmity invoke Him,
when in persecution they ask help, when under injuries

they pray, then the Invisible, being a lover of man, shines

forth upon them with His beneficence, which He exercises

through and in His proper Word. And forthwith the divine

manifestation is made to every one according to his need,

and He becomes to the weak in health, and to the perse-

cuted, a rcfw/e and Jwiise of defence ; and to the injured He
says, WhiJe Thou speaJcesf I uill mij It ere I am. Moreover the

usage of men recognises this, and every one will confess its

propriety. Often succour comes from man to man ; one has

undertaken toil for the injured, as Abraham for Lot ; and

another has opened his home to the persecuted, as Abdias

to the sons of the prophets ; and another has entertained

a stranger, as Lot the Angels ; and another has supplied

the needy, as Job those who begged of him. As then,

should one and the other of these benefited persons say,

" Such a one became an assistance to me," and another
" and to me a refuge," and " to another a supply," yet in so

saying would not be speaking of the origination or of

the substance of their benefactors, but of the beneficence

coming to themselves from them, so also when the sacred

Avriters say concerning God, He became, and become Thou,

they do not denote any original becoming, for God is un-

originate and ingenerate, but the salvation which comes

to pass in the case of men from Him.

100. This being so understood, it is parallel also respect-

ing the Son, that whatever, and however often, a phrase
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occurs, such as hecame and hecome, it should ever .^Vv?'^^';

be taken in the same sense : for when the Word

hecame flesh mid dwelt among us, and came to minister and

to bestow salvation on all, then He became to us salvation,

and became life, and became propitiation ; then His economy

in our behalf became better than the Angels, and He
became the Way and became the Resurrection. And as

the words Become my strong rock do not denote that the

substance of God Himself became, but His loving-kindness,

as has been said, so also here the having become better than

the Angels, and He became, and hg so m.uch is Jesus be-

come a better surety, do not signify that the substance of

the Word is created (pjrish the thought !), but the benefi-

cence which towards us came through His incarnation

;

unthankful though the heretics be, and obstinate in behalf

of their imi3iety.
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Chapter XV.

Ansiver to objections from Sarifture • Fovrthly, Hebrews iii. 2.

CHAP. XV. i{)\ \ J5IJ3 indeed think that enong-h had been

said already against the hollow professors of Arius's

madness, whether for their refutation or in the truth's behalf.

They, however, do not succumb ; but even invent new modes

for their impiety. Thus they misunderstand the passage in

the Proverbs, TliP Lord hath created Me a beijinning of His

ways for His Worhs, and the words of the Apostle, Who

was ffiitltfvl to Him that made Him, and argue outright,

that the Son of God is a work and a creature. But

although they might have learned from what is said above,

had they not utterly lost their power of apprehension,

the Truth witnessing it, that the Son is not from nothing

nor in the number of things created at all, (for being

God, He cannot be a work, and it is a sin to call Him a

creature, and it is of creatures and works that we say, " it was

out of nothing," and "it was not before its generation,")

yet since, as if dreading to desert their own fiction, they

are accustomed to allege the aforesaid passages of divine

Scripture, which have a good meaning, but are by them

practised on, let us proceed afresh to take up the question

of the sense of these, in order to remind the faithful, and as

to the Arians to show from each of these passages that they

have no knowledge at all of Christianity. Were it other-
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wise, they would not have shut themselves iqj in the ^P- ^^^•

unbelief of the present Jews, but would have in- .

quired and learned that, whereas In the lecjinning was the

Word, and the Word was loith God, and the Word was God,

therefore it was on the Word's becoming man at the good

pleasure of the Father, that it was suitably said of Him,

as by John, The Word became flesh, so by Peter, ffe hath

made Him Lord and Christ; and, as by means of Solomon

in the Person of the Lord Himself, The Lord created Me
a he<]inning of His ways for His works, so by Paul, become

so much better than the Angels ; and again, He emptied

Himself and toolc, upon Him the form of a servant ; and

again, Therefore, holy brethren, imrtalcers of the heavenly

calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest of our profes-

sion, Jesus, who was faithful to Him tlud made Him,. For

all these texts have the same force and meaning, a rehgious

one, declarative of the divinity of the Word, even those

of them which speak humanly concerning Him, as having

become Son of man.

102. But, though this distinction is sufficient in itself for

their refutation, still, since from a misconception of the

Apostle's words, (to mention them first,) they consider the

Word of God to be one of the works, because of its being

written, Who arcs faithful to Him that made Him, I have

thought it needful to silence this reiterated argument of

theirs, taking in hand, as before, their own statement.

103. If then. He be not a Son, let Him be called a work,

and let all that is said of works be said of Him, nor let

Him and Him alone be designated Son, and Word, and

Wisdom ; neither let it belong to God Himself to be

called Father, but only Framer and Creator of the things

which by Him are brought into being ; and let the

creature be Image and Impress of His framing will, and

let Him, as they would have it, be without generative

nature, so that tliere is neither Word, nor Wisdom, no,



252 THEEE DISCOUESES OF ATHANASIUS

Chap. XV. ^oi' Image, of His proper substance. For if He

be not Son, neither is He Image. But again, if

there be not a Son, how tlien say you that God is a Creator ?

since all things that come to be are through the Word

and in Wisdom, and without This nothing can be, whereas

you say He hath not That, in and through which He makes

all things. For if the Divine Substance be not fruitful

Itself, but barren, as they hold, as a light that hghtens not,

and a dry fountain, are they not ashamed to speak of His

possessing framing energy ? and whereas they deny That

which is by nature, do they not blush to put before It that

which is by will ? But if He frames things that are

external to Him and were not before, by willing them to

be, and becomes their Maker, much more will He first be

Father of an O'ffspring from His proper Substance. For if

they attribute to God the willing with respect to things v/hich

are not, why do they not recognise that in God which lies

above the will ? now it is a something that surpasses will,

that He should have a nature, and should be Father of

His proper Word. If then that which comes first, wliich

is according to nature, does not exist, as they would have

it in their folly, how can that which is second come to

be, which is according to will ? for the Word is first, and

then the creation.

104. On the contrary, the Word exists, whatever they

dare to say, those impious ones ; for through Him did

creation come to be, and God, as being Maker, plainly

hath also His framing Word, not external, but belonging

to Him ;—for this must be repeated. If He has the power

of will, and His will is effective, and suffices for the

consistence of the things that come into being, and if

again His Word is effective and a Framer, that Word

must surely be the Living Will of the Father, and His

energy in substance, and His real Word, in whom all

things both consist and are excellently governed. No one
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can even doubt, that He who disposes is prior to
|°;f^3-

the disposition and the things disposed. And thus,

as I said, God's creating is second to His begetting ; for Son

imphes something proper to Him and truly from that blessed

and everlasting Substance ; but what is only from His will

comes into consistence from without, and is framed through

His proper Offspring who is from that Substance.

105. In the judgment of reason then they are guilty of

great extravagance who say that the Lord is not Son of

God, but a work, and it follows that we all of necessity

confess that He is Son. And if He be Son, as indeed He
is, and a son is confessedly, not external to his father, but

from him, let them not question about the terms, as I said

before, wliich the sacred writers use concerning the Word
Himself, (for instance, not " Him that begat Him " but

Him that made Him), for as long as it is confessed what

His nature is, the particular words used of Him in such

instances need raise no question. For terms do not

disparage His nature ; rather that Nature draws to Itself

those terms and changes their sense. For terms are not

prior to substances, but substances are first, and terms

second.^ Wherefore also when the substance is a work or

creature, then the words He made, and He became, and He
created, are used of it properly, and designate the work.

But when the Substance is an Offspring and Son, then He
made, and He became, and He created, no longer properly

belong to it, nor designate a work ; but we use He made

without question for " He begat."

106. Yet, in spite of what is so plain, they insist upon

Who made as some great support of their heresy. But this

stay of theirs is but a broken reed ; for if they were aware

of the style of Scripture, they must at once give sentence

' Here again, as was noted siastical tradition, and the as-

above, i\.than. shows how per- sumption of a dogma,
sistently he starts with an eccle-
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Chap. XV. against themselves. For I repeat, although parents

speak of the sons whom they beget as " being

made " and " being created," for all this they do not deny

their nature. Thus Ezechias, as is written in Esaias, said

in his prayer. From this day I will make ddldren, ivho shall

declare Thy riyhteousness, God of my salvation. He then

said, I will males ; but the Prophet in that very book and

the Fourth of Kings, thus speaks, And the sons who shall

come forth of thee. He uses then maJce for " beget," and he

calls those who were to spring from him, made, and no one

questions whether the term has reference to a natural off-

spring. Again, Eve, on bearing Cain, said, / hare yotten a

man from the Lord ; thus she too used yotten for " brought

forth." For, though she had herself borne the child, she

said, / hare yotten. Nor would any one consider, because

of / hare yotten, that Cain was purchased from without,

instead of being born of her. Again, the Patriarch Jacob

said to Joseph, And now thy two sons, Fjjhrcnm and Manasses,

tvhich became thine in Eyypt, before I came unto thee into

Eyypt, are mine. And Scripture says about Job, And there

came to him seven sons and three dauyhters. As Moses too

has said in the Law, Ij sons beconip to any one, and. If he

make a son. Here again they have spoken of those who

were begotten, as become and made, knowing that, so long

as they are acknowledged to be sons, Ave need not make a

question of they became, or / have gotten, or / made. For

nature and the truth of the case draw the meaning to them-

selves.

107. This being so, when men ask whether the Lord is

a creatm'e or work, it is proper to ask of them this first,

whether He is or is not Son and Word and Wisdom. For

if tliis is shown, the surmise about work and creation falls

to the ground at once and is ended. For what is a work

could never be a Son and Word ; nor could the Son be a

work. And the Lord being proved to be the Father's Son
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naturally and genuinely, and Word, and Wisdom,
^''if^g-

tlx)ugh He made be used concerning Him, or He
hecame, this is not said of Him as if a work, but the sacred

writers use the words indiscriminately as in the case of

Solomon, and Ezechias's children. For though the fathers

had begotten them from themselves, still it is written, 1

have made, and / have gotten, and He hecame. Therefore

God's enemies, in spite of their repeated allegation of such

trifling words, ought now, however late in the day, after

what has been said, to put away their impious thoughts,

and think of the Lord as of a true Son, Word, and Wis-

dom of the Father, not a work, not a creature. For if the

Son be a creature, by what word and by what wisdom

was He made ? for all the works were made through the

Word and the Wisdom, as it is written, In Wisdom hast

Thou made them all, and All things ivere made by Him, and

ivithout Him -was not anything made. But if it be He who

is the Word and the Wisdom, by wliich all things come to

be, it follows that He is not in the number of works, nor

in short of any things that are made, but the Offspring of

the Father.

108. And as made is used for begat, so, as I have said,

is servant used for Son. Fathers call the sons born of them

theii' servants, yet without denying the genuineness of their

nature ; and often they affectionately call their own servants

children, yet without putting out of sight their purchase of

them originally ; for they use the one appellation from their

authority as being fathers, but in the other they speak

from affection. Thus Sara called Abraham lord, though

not a servant but a wife ; and, while to Philemon who
purchased him the Apostle joined Onesimus the servant as

a brother, Bethsabe, although mother, called her son servant,

saying to liis father, Thy servant Solomon;—afterwards also

Nathan the Prophet came in and repeated her words ' to

David, Solomon thy servant. Nor did they tliink it mattered
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Chap. XV. to call the son a servant, for while David heard

it, he recognised what his nature was, and they

too, while they spoke it, forgot not his genuine sonship,

praying that he might be made his father's heir, though

they gave him the name of servant ; for he to David was

son by nature. As then, when we read this we interpret it

fairly, without accounting Solomon a servant because we

hear him so called, but a son natural and genuine, so also,

if, concerning the Saviour, who is confessed to be in truth

the Son, and to be the Word by nature, the sacred writers

say. Who was faiihful to Him that made Him, or if He
say of Himself, T'iu' Lord created 3/'', and / am thy servant

and the Son of Thine Jiandmaid, and the like, let not

any on this account deny that He is proper to the Father

and from Him ; but, as in the case of Solomon and David,

let them have a right idea of the Father and the Son.

For if, though they hear Solomon called a servant, they

acknowledge Mm to be a son, are they not deserving of

many deaths,- who instead of holding to the same explana-

tion in the instance of the Lord, whenever they hear

"Offspring," and "Word," and "Wisdom," forcibly mis-

interpret and deny the generation, natural and genuine,

of the Son from the Father ; and on hearing language and

terms proper to a work, forthwith drop down to the notion

of His being a work by nature, and deny the Word ; and

this, though it is possible, from His having been made

man, to refer all these terms to His humanity ? And are

they not also proved to be an abomination unto the Lord^

as having diverse wevjhts with them, and with this weight

estimating those other instances, and with that blaspheming

the Lord ?

109. Our Lord then, since a Son, cannot be a work : and

now consider what grave consequences follow from so con-

* Vid. Append., Use of Force.
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sideriiig Ilim. Solomon says in one place in Eccle- |;". g^g"

siastes, that God nhaU bring every irorlc info judg-

menf, with ererij secret thing whetlier it l)e good or vliether it

lie evil. If then the Word be a work, do you mean that He
as well as others will be brought into judgment ? and what

room is there for judgment, when the Judge is on trial ? who

is there to give to the just their blessing, who to the unworthy

their punishment, if the Lord, as you must suppose, is

standing on trial with the rest ? l)y v/hat law shall the Law-

giver Himself be jndged ? These things belong to the works,

l)lessing and punishment from the Son. Henceforth then

fear your Judge, and listen to Solomon. For if God shall

bring the works one and all into judgment, but the Son is

not in the number of those works put on trial, but rather

is Himself the Judge of works one and all, is not the

proof clearer than the sun, that He is not a work but the

Father's Word, in whom all the works both come into

being and come into judgment ?

110. Fnrther, if the expression, Who /rrtft ffiitlifuJ, is a

difficulty to them, from the thought that fnithfid is used of

Him as of others, as if He; makes acts of faith and so re-

ceives the reward of faith, they must proceed at this rate

to find fault with Moses, for saying, God faithful and true,

and with St. Paul for writing, God ix faithful, irho vill not

suffer you to he tempted above tliat ye are able. But when

the sacred writers spoke thus, they were not thinking of

God in a human way, but they acknowledged two senses

of the word faithfid in Scripture, first believing, then trust-

worthy, of which the former belongs to man, the latter to

God. Thus Abraham was faithful, because he had faith in

God's Word ; and God faithful, for, as David says in the

Psalm, Tlie Lord is faithful in all His words, or is trust-

worthy, and cannot lie. Again, If any faithful woman have

iridows, she is so called for her right faith ; but, It is a

faithful xayiug, l)ccause what God hath spoken, has a claim

s
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cnAP. XV. Qj^ Q,^p faith, for it is trae, and iiothin<>; but truth.

Accordingly the words, W//o is fdilhfiil io Him
iJiitf made Him, implies no paralled with others, noi- means

that by having faith He became well-pleasing ; but that being

Son of the True God, He too is faithful, and ought to be

believed in all He says and does. Himself remaining unalter-

able and not changed in His human economy and incarnate

presence.

111. Hitherto from a simple explanation of "made," I have

shown how far that term is from an argument in behalf of

the Word of Cxod lieing a work. But this will lie still clearer

if we consider the occasion when it was used and for what

purpose. Let it be observed then that the Apostle is lujt

discussing things before the creation when he so speaks,

but when tlie Word became tiesli ; for thus it is written.

Wherefore, holij brethren, partakers of tlie heareahj calUntj,

cormd"r tltc Apostle and Hiijti Prient of oar professioa, Jesas,

a'la) a:a,s faitltfal io Him tliat aiade Him. Now, when be-

came He A^wsf/e, but when He put on our flesh ? and when

became He Hii/Jt Priest of oar profession, but when, after

offering Himself for us. He raised His Body from the

dead, and, as now, Himself brings near and offers to the

Father those who in His faith approach Him, redeeming

all, and for all propitiating God ? Not then as wishing to

signify the Substance of the Word nor His natural genera-

tion from the Father, did the Ajwstle say. Who v.his faitltfal

to Him that made Him,,—(perish the thought ! for the

Word is not made, but makes,)—but as signifying His

descent to mankind and High-priesthood which was a

comiafi to be, as—in the case of Priests—we may easily see

from the account given of the Law and of Aaron.

112. I mean, Aaron was not born a high-priest, but a

man : and in process of time, when God willed, he l)ecame

high-priest
; yet became so, not without conditions, nor by

token of his ordinary garments, but putting over them the
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ephod, the breastplate, the long vestments, which the j|'"-(?^g-

women wrought at (Jod's command, and going in

them into the holy place, he offered the sacriiice for the

people ; and in them, as it were, mediated between the vision

of Clod and the sacrifices of men. Thns then the Lord also.

In the. hejiinnimi /ra^ Hip Word, iiikJ thi> Word was iritli (jod,

and the Word was God ; but when the Father willed that

ransoms should be paid for all, and to all grace should be

given, then truly the A¥ord, as Aaron his vestment, so did

He take earthly flesh, having Mary for the Mother of His

Body as if virgin earth, that, as a High Priest, having an

offering as others, He might offer Himself to the Father,

and cleansing us all from sins in His own blood, might

raise us from the dead. For what happened of old was a

shadow of this ; and what the Saviour did on His coming,

this Aaron shadowed out according to the Law. As then

Aaron was the same and did not change by putting on the

high-priestly dress, l)ut remaining the same was only

vested, so that, had any one seen him offering, and had

said, " Lo, Aaron has this day l)ecome high-priest," he

had not implied that he then had been liorn man, for man
he was even before he became high-priest, but that he had

been made high-priest in his ministry, on putting on the

garments made and jirepared for the high-piiesthood ; in

the same way it is possible in the Lord's instance also to

understand suitably, that He did not become other than

Himself on taking the flesh, but, being the same as before,

He was rol)ed in it ; and the ex]:»ressions Ife became and Jle

iras made, must not" be understood as if the Word, con-

sidered as the Word, were made, l)ut that the Word, being

Framer of all, afterwards was made High Priest, by putting

on a body which was brought into being and made, and
such as He can offer for us, wherefore He is said to be

made. If then indeed the Lord did not become man, that

is a point for the Arians to battle : l)ut if the Word heiame

8 2
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cuAr. xy.
jIp^Ii^ \\A\^i onoht to have l)cen said concerniniL^ Him
wlien become man, but Who ivasfnlflifii] to Him Dial

made Him ? for as it is proper to the Word to have it said

of Himself, /// //«' hcijinniiuj was ihc Word, so it is pro])er

to a man to hocome and to be made. Wiio then, on seeing the

Lord as a man going to and fro, and yet appearing to be God
from His works, wonld not have asked. Who made Him
man ? and who again, if asked sncli a question, would not

have answered, that the Father made Him man, and sent

I rim to us as High Priest?^

11;'). And this meaning, and time, and character,'^ the

Apostle himself, the writer of the words, 117/^ js failhfal

to Him that m.ade Him, will best make plain to us, if we

attend to what goes before them. For there is one train

of thought, and the passage is all about One and the Same.

He writes then in the Epistle to the Hel)rews thus : Foras-

m.arli. then as the children (/re jiarf/r/ieis of ffesh a.nd blood. He

also Himself li/re/rise took part of the same ; that tliroyijh deaili

He miijlit destroij tiim, tltat tiad tlie poa'er of deatli, that is,

tlie devil ; and delirer ttiem a'ho ttiroaijl) fear of deidh vere

(dl tlieir lifetime sul>ject to homhuie. For nowhe-rc dotit He

take hold of the Angels ; bid He taketh hold of the seed

of Abraham. Wlierefore in all thinifs it behoved Him to be

m,ade like unto His brethren, tli(d He miijlit be a merrifal

and faittiful High Priest in things pertaining to God, to

malm reconciliation for the sins of the people. For in that

He Himself hath suffered being tempted, He is able to snccour

them that are tempted. Wherefore, holg brethren, jjartakers

of the heavenig cfdiing, consider the Apostle and High Priest

of oar profession, Jesus ; irho a'as faithful to Him that

' In such passages as this are acts in Him as if an additional

taught without technical terms attribute, and that there is an

the theological truths that our interchange of the properties of

Lord has Imt one personality, that Godhead with those of manhood
it is placed in His Divinity not in His one Person.

His humanity, that His humanity * Vid. supr. p. 237.
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made Him. Who can read this whole passat>e with- ^P- ^^^-

out condemning the Arians, and admiring the blessed

Apostle who has spoken so well ? for when was Christ made,

when became He Apostle, except when, like us, He took part

in deslt and blood ? And when became He a merciful and

faithful High Priest, except when in all things He was

made like unto His brethren? And then was He made

like, when He became man, having put upon Him our

flesh. Wherefore Paul was wi'iting concerning the Word's

human economy, when he said. Who was faithful to Him
th(d made Him, and not concerning His Substance. Have

not therefore any more the madness to say that the Word
of God is a thing made, whereas He is Son l)y nature Only-

begotten ; and then had brethren, when He took on Him
flesh like ours ; which, moreover. Himself oft'ering by Him-
self, He was named High Priest, and became merciful and

faithful,—merciful, because in mercy to us He offered

Himself for us, and faithful, not as sharing faith with us,

nor as having faith in any one as we have, but as deserv-

ing to have faith placed in Him in all He says and does,

and as offering a faithful sacrifice, one which remains and

does not fail. For those which were offered according to

the Law, had not this faithfulness, passing away with the

day and needing a further cleansing ; but the Saviour's

sacrifice, taking place once, has perfected the whole, and is

become faithful as remaining for ever. And Aaron had

successors, and in a word the priesthood under the Law
exchanged its first minist{;rs as time and death went on ;

but the Lord, having a high-priesthood without transition

and without succession, has become a faithful High Priest,

as continuing for ever ; and faithful too by promise, that

He may hear and not mislead those who come to Him.
114. This may be also learned from the Epistle of great

Peter, who says. Let them that suffer according to the will

of God, commit their souls to a faithful Creator. For He
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Chap. XV. ig faithful as not chanii'iuy', but abidiug- ever, and

renderin<>; wliat He has promised. Now the so-

called gods of the Greeks, unworthy the name, are faithful

neither in their essence nor in their promises ; for the same

are not everywhere, nay, the local deities are wasting away

as time goes on, and are undergoing a natural dissolution :

wherefore the Word cries out against them, that faifh is not

strong in thcni, but they are tvaters that f(til, and in tticm

there i.s no faith. liut the one only and really and true God

of all, is faithful, who is ever the same, and says, See now,

that /, ei^en I am He, and / rhanije not; and therefore His

Son too is faitlifiil, being ever the same and unchanging,

deceiving neither in His essence nor in His promise ;—as

again says the Apostle, writing to the Thessaloniaus, Faith-

ful is He who ralleth ijoa, who also will do it; for in doing

what He promises. He is faithful to ilis words. And he

thus writes to the Hebrews, showing that the epithet means
" unchangeable : " //' we bcliece not, yet He abidetli, faith-

ful ; He canaot denij Himself Therefore reasonably the

Apostle, discoursing concerning the bodily presence of the

Word, says, an Apostle a,iul faithful to Him that nutde Him,

showing us that, even when made man, Jesus Christ is

the sa.me ijesterday and to-daij, and for ever is unchangeable.

And as the Apostle makes mention in his Epistle of His

being made man, when mentioning His High Priesthood,

so too he kept no long silence about/ His Godliead, but

rather mentions it forthwith, furnishing to us a safeguard

on every side, and most of all when He speaks of His

humiliation, that we may forthwith know His loftiness anil

His majesty which is the Father's. For instance, he says,

Moses as a servant, hut Christ as a Sou ; and the former

faithful in his housp, and the latter over thr house, as hav-

ing Himself built it, and being its Lord and Framer, and

as God sanctifying it. For Moses, a man by nature,

became faithful, as believing God who spoke to him by
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His Word : bub tli^ Word was nut as one of thin,u,-s
jj^'''iy'^ii

which arc made out of nothing in a bodily form,

nor as creature in creature, but as God in flesh, and I'^'aiuer

and Builder of all in that which was bnilt by Ilim. And

men are clothed in flesh in order to be and to subsist ; l»ut

the Word of God l)ecame man in order to sanctify the Hesh,

and, though He was Lord, was in the form of a servant

;

for the whole creation is the Word's servant, which by

Him came to be and was made.

115. Hence it holds that the Apostle's expression, H<'

made, does not prove that the Word is made, bnt that

body, which He took like ours ; and in consequence He is

called our lirother, as having become man. But since it lias

been shown that even though the term m(((f(' be referred

to the Very AVord, it is used for " begat," what further

perveree expedient will they be able to fall upon, now

that the present discussion has cleared up the term in

every point of view, and shown that the Son is not a

work, but in His Sul)stance indeed the Father's Olfsjjring,

while in the Economy, according to the good pleasure of

the Father, He was on oiu' behalf made, and consists as

man ? For this reason then we read in the A}»ostle,

Who was faithfa! to Him fitat madi' Him ; and in the Pro-

verbs, even His creation is spoken of. For so long as we are

confessing that He became man, there is no (juestion, as

was observed before, whether we shall say " He became,"

or " He has been made," or " created," or " formed,"

or was "servant," or "son of a handmaid," or "son of

man," or " was constituted," or " took a far journey," or

" was bridegroom," or " brother's son," or " brother." All

these terms happen to be proper to man's nature ; and

such as these do not designate the Substance of the Word,

but that He has become man.
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Chapter XVT.

Answer to ohji'clions from Scripture; Fiflhlij, Ads ii. 30.

cuAi'. XVI. J 2^0 Tiii<: same too is the meaning of the passage

in the Acts whioli tliey also allege, viz., that in

which Peter says, that He hath made loth Lord and Christ that

same Jesus whom ije have crucified. For here too it is not

written, " He made for Himself a Son," or " He made Him-

self u Word," to countenance them in such notions. If

then it has not escaped their memory, that they are speak-

ing concerning the Son of God, let them make search

whether it is anywhere written, "(iod made Himself a Son,"

or " He created for Himself a Word ;
" or again, whether it

is anywhere written, in plain terms, " The Word is a work

of creation ; " for this is the point, and then let them pro-

ceed to make their case, that here too they may receive their

answer. But if they can produce nothing of the kind, and

only catch at such stray expressions as He made and He has

been made, it is to be feared lesb from hearing, Li the he-

(jinninij God made the heaven and the earth, and He made the

sun and the moon, and He made the sea, they should- come

in time to call the Word the heaven, and the Light which

took place on the first day, and the earth, and each par-

ticular thing that has been made, so as to end in resembling

the Stoics, as they are called, the one drawing out their

god into all things, the other putting God's Word on a level

with each work in particular ; which they have well-nigh

done already, saying tliat lie is one of His works.

1 1 7. But here they must liave the same answer as before,

and first be told, as l)efore, that the Word is a Son and

not a work, and that such terms are not to be understood

of His Godhead, but the reason and manner of them in-

vestigated. To persons who so inquire the human economy

will plainly present itself, wliich He undertook for our
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sake. For PeLcr, ai'Ler sayiii"-, He hath, iiuuk Lord .y-^!-?^^^^:,

(tad Christ, straightway added, this Jesus whom ije

crucified; which makes it plain to any one, (even, perhaps,

to them, provided they attend to the context,) that not

the Substance of tlie VYord, but lie according to His man-
hood is said Ijy Peter to have been made. For what was

crncified but the body ? and how could be signified what was

bodily in the Word, except by saying He mude 2

lis. Especially has that word. He twule, a meaning in

that place consistent with orthodox teaching ;
^ in that Peter

has not said, as I observed before, " He made Him Word,"

but He made Hi)ii Lord, nor that in general terms, but

towards you, and in the midst of you, as much as to say, " He
manifested Him." And this very thing has Peter himself,

starting from this master doctrine, carefully expressed,

when he said to them. Ye inen of Israel, hear these tvords:

Jesus of Nazareth, a man manifested of God towards ijou I)ij

miracles, and wonders, and signs, ivhich God did by Him in

the midst of you, as ye yourselves know. Consequently the

term which he uses in the end, made, this he has explained

in the beginning by manifested, for by the signs and won-

ders which the Lord did. He was manifested to be not merely

man, but God in a body and Lord also, that is, the

Christ. kSuch also signifies John in the Gospel, There-

fore tlw more did tlw Jews persecute Him, because He not

only had broken tlie Sabbatit, but said also titat God was His

own Fatlier, nutkiny Himself e([ual with God. For the Lord

did not then fashion Himself to be God, nor indeed is a made

God conceivable, but He made Himself (iod l)y so manifest-

ing Himself in the works, saying, Tliouyli. ye believe not Me,

beliere My works, tiia.t ye may know tliat I am in the Fatlter,

and tlte Fattier in Me. Thus then it is that the Father has

made Him Lord and King in the midst of us, and towards

us, who were once disobedient ; and it is plain that He
' Vid. Appeud. ofjOuc.
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cuAi'.xvi. ^yiiQ jy now displayed as Ivord and King, dot^s

not now begin to be Kini;' and Tiord, bnt begins

to show His Lordship, and to extend it even over the dis-

obedient. If then tliey suppose that the Sa\'ioiir was not

Lord and King, even before He became man and endured

the Cross, but then began to be liord, let them know that

they are openly reviving the statements of the Samosatene.

But if, as we have noted and declared al)0ve. He is Lord and

King everlasting, seeing that Abraham worships Him as Tiord,

and Moses says, Then the Lord rained Ujion Sudani and aj/on

Gomorrah hrinialone and fire from the Lord out of heaven
;

and David in the Psalms, Tlie Lord said anto Mij Lord,

Sit Tlioa on Jit/ ri(jlit Inind ; and, 7'//// Tlironi; (iod, is

for erer and ei'er ; a sceptre of rif/hteoasneas is t/ie sc.ptre oj

Till/ Kintjdom, and Thij Kin;/dom is an everlastinii King-

dom, it is plain that even before He l)ecanie man. He was

King and Lord everlasting, existing as Lnage and Word

of the Father. And the Word Ijeing e\erlasting Lord and

King, it is very plain again that I'eter did not say that the

Substance of the Son was made, but sjjoke of His lordship as

extended over us, which berame when He became man, and,

redeeming all l)y the Cross, became Lord of all and King.

111). However, if they continue the argumeiit on the

ground of its l)eing written, He nnute, as unwilling that He

made should be taken in the sense of He manifested, either

from want of ai)preliension, or from their Christ-assailing

purpose, let them attend to another sound exposition of

Peter's words. For he who becomes Lord of others, comes

into the possession of Ijeings already in existence ; but if

the Lord is Framer of all, and everlasting King, and when

He became man, then gained possession of us, here too is

a way in which Peter's language evidently does not signify

that the Substance of the Word is a work, but denotes the

subsequent subjection of all things, and the Saviour's liordship

over all which "became." xlnd this coincides with what
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wc said buforc ; for as we thou introduced tlic
i/'^l;'|^';^'''j:j

words, BecoDic inij (Sod and defence, and llie Lord

became a refuije for the ojipres>ied, and it stood to reason

that these expressions do not show that God has come into

being, but that His beneficence becomes such towards each

individual ; such a sense hath the expression of Peter also.

For the Son of God indeed, being- Himself the Word, is Lord

of all ; l)ut we formerly and originally were subject to the

slavery of corruption and the curse of the Law, and then

by degrees fashioning for ourselves things that were not, we

served, as says the blessed Apostle, thetn ivlilch, bij nature arc no

God>>, and ignorant of the true God, we preferred things that

were not to That which was ; but afterwards, as the ancient

people in Egypt groaned under their burdens, so, when we

too had the Law implanted within us, and according to

the unutteraljle moanings of the spirit made our inter-

cession, Lord our God, tah' possession of us, then, as He

became for a liouse of refwje and a God and defence, so also

He l)ecame our Lord. It was not that He then began to

be, but we began to have Him for our Lord. For upon

this, God Ijeing good and Father of the Tiord, in pity, and

desiring to be known by all, main's His own Son put on

Him a human l)ody and become man, and be called Jesus,

that in this body offering Himself for all. He might deliver

all from false worship and corruption, and might Hijnself

become of all the Lord and King.

120. His becoming therefore in this way Lord and King,

this it is that Peter means by, He ludli made Him Lord and

ludh sent Him as Christ ; as much as to say that the Father

in making Him man, (for to be made belongs to man,) did

not simply niake Him man, but has made Him man in order

to His being Lord of all men, and to His hallowing all

through His own Anointing. For though the Word exist-

ing in the form of God took a servant's form, yet the

assumption of the flesh did not make a servant of the
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cuAi'. XVI. Word, who was by nature Lord ; but ratliui',

not only was it that emancipation of all humanity

which takes place by the Word, Init that very Word who

was by nature Lord, and was then made man, hath by means

of a servant's form been made Lord of all and Christ, that

is, in order to hallow all by the Spirit. And as the great

God, when becoming a God and dcfeace, and saying, / wUl be a

God to 'them, does not then become God more than He was

before, but becomes such, at His pleasure, to those who need

Him, so Christ, also being by nature Lord and King ever-

lasting, does not, upon His mission, become Lord more than

He was, nor then begin to be Lord and King, but then is

made according to the flesh what in substance He had been

ever ; and, having redeemed all. He becomes thereby a

second time Lord of quick and dead. For Him henceforth

do all things serve, and this is David's meaning in the

Psalm, The Lord said unto Mij Lord, sit Tliou on Mi/ ritjht

IkuuI until I nuilce Thine rnemies Tliij footstool. Vox it was

fitting that the redemption should take place through none

other than Him who is the Ijord by nature, lest, though

created l)y the Son, we should name another as our Lord, and

fall into the Arian and Greek folly, serving the creature

beyond the all-creating God.

121. This, at least according to my nothingness, is the

meaning of this passage ; moreo\er, a true and a good

meaning have these words of Peter as regards the Jews.

For the Jews have wandered from the truth, while expect-

ing the Christ as to come, in not reckoning that He
undergoes a passion, saying what they understand not, \'iz.,

We Icnoii: tlud irh.en the Christ conietJi, He atndeth for ( rer,

and Itow sayest Thou that He must be lifted up? Next they

suppose Him, not the Word coming in flesh, but a mere

man, as were all the kings. The Lord then, admonishing

Cleophas and the other, taught them that the Christ must

first suffer ; and the rest of the Jews that God must sojourn
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among thorn, saying, If He railed them //oils to .pf^-

^f^^^

whom the word of God rrime, and the Srrlpfare cannot

he bioJcen, mij ye of Him whom the Fattier hatti mnctifted and

^ent into the world. Thou blasp/iemest, heranse T said I am

tlie Son of (}od? Peter then, having learned this from the

Saviour, in hoth points set the Jews right, saying, " Jews,

tlie divine Scriptures announce that Cln-ist cometh, and you

consider Him a mere man as one of David's descendants,

whereas what is written of Him shows Him to he not such

as you say, l)ut rather announces ITim as Lord and God,

and immortal, and dispenser of life. For Moses has said,

Ye xladl see your Life lainyiny ttefore your eyeaj^ And David

in the hundred and ninth Psalm, TIte Lord mid unto My
I^ord, Sit Thou on My riyht Jtand, till I nmlce Tliine enemies

Tti.y footstool and in the fifteenth, Thou slutlt not leave My
soul in. hell, neither shedt Thou suffer Thy Holy One to see

corruption. Now that these passages have not David for

their scope he himself witnesses, avowing that He who was

coming was his own Tiord. Nay yon yourselves know

that he is dead, and his relics are with you.

122. "That the Christ then must he such as the Scrip-

tures say, yon will all confess yourselves. For those

announcements come from God, and in them falsehood can-

' Vid. Iron. II;er. iv. 10, 2. Pomlobit ti])i u rogione, Gesenius;

TertuU. in Juil. 11. Cyprian, who also says, "Since things

Testim. iii. 2, n. 20. Lactant. which are a reyione of a place,

Instit. iv. IS. Cyril, Cateeh. xiii. are necessarily a little removed

19. August, contr. Faust, xvi. from it, it follows that ijjo sig-

22, which are referred to in loc. nifies at the same time to bo at a

Cypr. (0. Tr.) To which add small disfcince," referring to the

Leon. Serm. .59, 6. Isidor. Hisp. ease of Ilagar, who was but a

eontr. Jud. i. 3.5, ii. 6. Origan, bow-shot from her child. Also,

in Cels. ii. 75. Epiph. Hser. p. though the word hero is x'pn.

75. Damasc. F. O. iv. 11, fin. yet ^y\ 'which is the same root,

Thi.s interpretation, I am told, is used for hanging on a stake,

is recommended even by the letter, or crucifixion, e.g. Gen. xx. 19.

which h.-is -I33J2I
"l'? D''Sl'?n. l^''"''- ^•'^'- -^- VM\\. v. 14; vii.

(iTrkravTi tmv offtaXfMi' rrov. Sept. 10.
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CHAI'. XVI.
,-jqI^ l^y_ Jf (^)-,(3,-^ yg p.^j^ g^.^^(, J^l^.^^ j^^^^jj j^ ^^^^^, j^^g

come before, and can prove him CtocI from the

signs and wonders which he did, ye have reason for maintain-

ini^- the contest ; but if ye are not able to prove that He
has (u)me, but are expectin<i- Him still, recognise the true

season of His coming from Daniel, for his words relate to

the present time. But if this present season be that which

was of old afore-announced, and ye have seen what has

taken place among us, be sure that this Jesus, whom ye

crucified, this is the expected Christ. For David and all

the Prophets are dead, and the sepulchres of all of them

are with you, but that Resurrection which has now taken

place has shown that the scope of these passages is Jesus.

For His crucifixion is denoted by Ye shall see your Life

Ixiikiiiin, and the wound in His side by the spear answers

to Hp vuis. led (IS II shocp In fhn HUmghli-r, and the resurrec-

tion, nay more, the rising of the ancient dead from out

their sepulchres, (for these most of you have seen,) this is.

Thou sJiiilt not hair Mi/ .wul iu hell, and He sicalloirpil vp
death in His siroiiijiii, and again, God will icipe awai/.

For the signs which Pie actually displayed show that He
who was in a I)ody was God, and that He was the Life and
Lord of death. For it became the Christ, when giving

life to others, Himself not to ])e detained by death ; but this

could not have happened, had He, as you suppose, been a

mere man. I'ut in truth He is the 8on of God, for to

death all men are subjected.

123. "Let no one therefore doubt, but let the whole house

of Israel know assuredly that this Jesus, whom ye saw in

shape a man, doing signs and such works as no one ever

yet had done, is Himself the Christ and Lord of all. For

though made man, and called Jesus, as was said before. He
received no loss by that hmnan passion, but rather, in beino-

made man, He is manifested as Lord of quick and dead.

For since, as the Apostle said, in the wisdom of God the.
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worbl hii irisdom irncir do! (toiL it nhaxcil God bii iJtr ..'^"•,?'''5;

fooJishnes.'i of preach iiKj 1o mve ihcm fit til hclirvp. —
And so, since \vc men wonld not acknowledge God throngh

His Word, nor serve the Word of (Jod our natural Master,

it pleased God to show in man His own Lordship, and so

to draw all men to Himself. But to do this by a mere man
beseemed not ; lest, ha\ing man for our Lord, we should

become worshi])]iers of man. Therefore the Word Himself

became flesh, and the Father called His Name Jesus, and so

made Him Lord and Christ, as much as to say, ' He made

Him to rule and to reign ;
' that while at the Name of Jesus,

whom ye crucified, every knee bows, we may acknowledge

as Lord and King both the Son and through Him the

Father." This was the true meaning and drift of Peter's

speech, and it had its effect upon his hearers. Most of

tliem, on hearing it, came to a better mind,^ although the

Arians are where they were.

1:^4. Were it likely to affect them, parallel cases might

be mentioned. For instance, Isaac's blessing on his two

sons. He said to Jacob, Bocom.p ilwv lord over Ihij brother

;

and to Esau, Behold I have made him thi/ lord. Now
though the word m'vle had implied Jacob's substance and

coming into being, even then it would not be right in them

so much as to imagine the same of the Word of God, for

the Son of God is no creature as Jacob was,—a little thought

might set their minds right herein. But if they do not

underetand such words of his substance nor of his coming

into being, though Jacob was by nature creature and work,

is not their madness worse than the Tempter's, if what in

consequence of a parallel phrase they dare not ascribe even to

things l)y nature (creatures, this they attac^li to the Son of God,

^ 01 TrXnuTOt, vid. Trufrai ^ii<- oh. 32. Lardnor, Jewish and
^ittt^sr, Act. sxi. 20. TTo/Wir rf (ix'^Hf Heathen Trst. eh. i. Burton,
ruJi^ if|i)£(.j)', il>id. vi. 7. Vid. .Jenkin Ecch>s. Ilist. first Cent. p. .'iO —
on the Christian Religion, vol. ii, 52.
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cnAP. XVI. saying that He is a creature ? For Isaac said

Boeomn and / hare made, signifying neither tlie

coming into being nor the substance of Jacol), (for after

thirty years and more from his birth he said this,) l)ut meaning

his authority over his brotlier, which came to pass subsequently.

125, Much more tlien did Peter say this without intima-

ting that the Sal)stance of the Word was a work ; for lie

knew Him to be God's Son, confessing, TJiou art the Chrint,

tlie iS'oii of the Liriiif/ God ; but he meant His Kingdom

and Lordship whicli was formed and brought to pass

according to grace and relatively to us. For while saying

this, he was not silent about the Son of (Jod's everlasting

Godhead which is the Father's ; moreover, he had said

already, that He had poured the Spirit on us ; now to give

the Spirit with authority is not the act of creature or

work, but the Spirit is God's Gift. For the creatures are

hallowed by the Holy S])irit ; but the Son, in that He is

not hallowed by the Spii'it, but on the contrary is Himself

the Giver of it to aJl, is therefore no creature, but true Son

of the Father. And yet, He who gives the Spirit, the Same

is said also to be made ; that is, to be made among us Lord

by reason of His manhood, while giving the Spirit because

He is God's Word. For He ever was and is, as Son, so also

Lord and Sovereign King of all, being like in all things to

the Father, and haviiig all that is the Father's, as He
Himself has said.

Chaptrti XVIL

Avstwer to olijertions from Seriptnre ; Sixth///, Iiitrodvrtori/

to Prorert)fi viii. 22.

120. Now in the next place let us consider the passage in

the Proverbs, The Lord created Me a heginninfi of HU iraj/i^
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for Bk U'Oih.s ;
^ although in showing that the jj^^iff

^'y

Word is no work, it has been also shown that He

is no creature ; for it is the same to say creature or work.

Wherefore one may marvel at these men, thus inventing for

themselves excuses for being impious, and nothuig daunted

at the refutations which meet them upon every point. For

first ^ they set about deceiving the simple by their ques-

tions, " Did He who is, make Him that was not, from

Him who was not, or Him that was?" and, "Had you a

son, before begetting him ? " And when this had been

proved worthless, next they pitched upon the question,

" Is the Ingenerate one or two ? " Then, when in tliis

they had been confuted, straightway they formed another,

" Has He free-will and an alterable nature ? " But being

forced to give up this, next they set about saying, Bnnn
made so much better than the AiKjeh ; and when the Truth

exposed this pretence, now again, collecting them all

together, they think to recommend their heresy by work

and creature. For they mean those very things over

again, and are true to their own perverseness, putting into

many shapes and turning to and fro the same errors, if so

be, to deceive some by their look of richness and variety.

Although then abundant proof has been given above of this,

yet, since they make all places resound with this passage from

the Proverbs, and to many who are ignorant of the faith

'* We liavo found this text leuj^th tliau any uthur of the

urged against the Catholic doc- texts he handles, forming the

trine in the third century to sup- subject of the rest of this Dis-

port an Ariau doctrine, supr. course.

p. 46. Eusebius Nicomed., in his ^ From the methodical manner
letter to Paulinus, adduces it in which the previous portions

against Alexander in the very of this Discourse are hero re-

beginning of the controversy, ferred to, it would almost seem
Theod. Hist. i. 5, p. 752. as if he were answering in course

Athan. saj's, supr. p. 29, that some Arian work. He does not

after this it was again put forward seem to be intending to trace the

by the Arians about a.d. 350. It controversy historically.

is presently explained at greater
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chai'.xvii. yf Christians, seem bo say something telUng, it is

necessary to examine separately, He ncdlcd, as well

as Who //M/s faithful to Hun tlxtt nuidc Him ; that, as in

all other texts, so in this text also, they may be proved to

have got no further than a fantasy.

127. And first let us see the answers, which they re-

turned to Alexander of blessed memory, in the outset, while

their heresy was in course of formation. They wrote thus :

" lie is a creature, but not as one of the creatures ; a

work, but not as one of the works ; an offspring, but not

as one of the oirs})rings." ^^ Let every one consider the

unscrupulous and crafty character of this heresy ; for

knowing the bitterness of its own malignity, it makes an

effort to ti'ick itself out \vith fair words, and says, what

indeed it means, that He is a creature, yet thiidcs to be

able to hide itself by adding, "but not as one of the

creatures." However, in thus writing, they rather convict

themselves of impiety the more ; for if, in your opinion.

He is simply a creature, why add the hypocritical excep-

tion, " but not as one of the creatures " ? And if He is

simply a work, how " not as one of the works " ? In

which we may see the poison of the heresy. For by

saying, "offspring, but not as one of the offsprings,"

they reckon many sons, and one of these they pronounce

to be the Lord ; so that according to them He is no longer

Only-begotten, but one out of many brethren, and is

merely called offspring and son.

128. Of what use then is the hypocrisy of saying that He
is a creature and then not a creature ? for though ye shall

say. Not as "one of the creatures," I will prove this

sophism of yours to be a poor one. For still ye pronounce

^° Vid. Arius's letter, supr. p. vid. S. Jerome in Liiciferian. 18,

97- Thiis was the sophism by vid. also in Eusebius, supr. p. 58,

means of which Valons succeeded and Append. Eusebius.

with the Fathers of Ariminum,
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Him to ])e oiiu of the cruiturcs ; uud wluituvur a ^P-,^,^^'' n. § 19.

man might say of tlic other creatures, sucli ye hold

concerning' the 8on, O truly fooh and blind. For is any

one of tlie creatures just what another is, that ye should

predicate this of the Son as some prerogative ? And all the

visible creation was made in six days :—in the first, tlie

light which He called day ; and in the second the firmament

;

and on the third, He gathered together the watei'S, and

bared the dry land, and lirought out the \'arious frnits

that are in it ; and on the fourth, He made the sun and

the moon and all the host of the stars ; and on the hfth

He created the race of living things in the sea, and of

birds in the air ; and on the sixth. He made the quadru-

peds on the earth, and at length man. And ihe in risible

tltin(jii of Him from tlie rrvaiion of the n'orld are clcarli/ srcii,

beinn undrrstood by the fhinj/s Hint arc m<ab' ; and neither

the light is as the night, nor the sun as the moon ; nor

the irrational works as rational man ; nor the Angels as

the Thrones, nor the Thrones as the Powers, yet they are

all creatures, l)ut each of those things made exists and

continues according to its kind and in its own substance,

as it was made.

129. He is either Creator or creature, take your choice,

and, if you will not acknowledge Him as Creator, droj)

down to the extravagance of placing Him on the level

of creatures ; I repeat, put aside a distinction which

will not hold. Let the Word be excepted from the

number of the works, and as Creator be restored to the

Father, and be confessed to be 8on by nature ; or if

He be simply a creature, then let Him he assigned that

same condition as the rest have one with another,

and let them as well as Him be said every one of them

to be "a creature, but not as one of the creatures,"

" offspring or work, but not as one of the works or off-

springs,"—for ye say that an offspring is the same as a

T 2
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ciiAP.xvii. vvork, writiiiu,', " gouerated or made." ' But again,

yoii allow that He is "not like one of the creatures."

I think so indeed ! Star certaiidy differs from star in

glory, and the rest have each of them their mutual dif-

ferences, when compared together ; but what creature is

distinguished from others as He is by being their Lord,

and having them for His servants, and being an efficient

cause of the rest, and bringing them into being instead

of being Himself caused ? No ; all, by the force of their

very nature, confess their Framer ; as David, when he

says in the Psalm, 7Vie heavens declare the (jlonj of God,

and the JJrmanient altoiveth His handij ivork ; and as

Zorobabel the wise. All the earth called upon tlie Truth,

ami tlic lieaven blesseth it : all worlcs sltale and trenihle at

it. And again, who is "the Truth," thus spoken of by

Zorobabel, but the Son ? for He says, / am the Truth ? and

who is the Framer of the universe but the Word, whose

voice hatit gone forth, into all lands ? And do you mean to

say that He who tells us, / was hij the Father disposing,

and who says, 3Iy Father worketh hitherto and I work,

marking by the word tdtlwrto His eternal existence in the

Father as the AVord, who is proper to the Father, who

works what the Father works, that He is after all a

creature, only not like the other creatures, or that He is

in any sense a creature ? Nor yet have we got to the

bottom of this extravagance. H' on the one hand what the

' yti'vi]dkvTa f] won]9tvTa; as if Eusebiiis to Puuliiius, ktkjtov kcu

they were synonymous; in oppo- OtfitXuorov Kui ytwriTOV. Theod.,

sition to which the Nicene Creed p. 752. The different words pro-

says, yivv^BkvTU ov 7roiT]9si'Ta . In less to be iScriptural, and to ex-

like manner Arius in his letter plain each other; "created" being

to Euscbins nses the words, Trpiv in Prov. viii. 22, and "made" in

yiin'tiOf/ I'lTiH KTinQij, f; opindy, i) the passages considered in the

Oti.uXu'jOij, Theodor. Hist. p. 75U. last two chapters, while "np-
And to Alexander, «)(;pofwt,' yti'- pointed " or " declared " is in Kom.
pi]9tig Kai npb ald>v(i)v KTirsQilc i. 4, and "founded" or " estab-

Kui QtiitXiwQdc, supr. p. 85. And lishud " in Prov. viii. 23.
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Father worketh, the Son worketh also, and wliat .P'^on^o;' '
il. § 20—21.

the Son creates that is what the Father creates,

yet on the otlier hand tlie Son is the Father's work or

creatnre, it follows that the Son created Himself, which is

absurd and impossible. And once again ; if He be a crea-

tive cause, and yet a creature, why may not other creatures

be creators too ? If a creator may be a creature, creatures

may be creators, or is it not rather true, tliat, as soon as

we consider Wim a creature, we grant that He has no

power to create at all ?

130. For how, if as you hold, He is come of nothing, is

He able to fasliion that nothing into being ? or if He,

a creature, witlial frames a creature, the same will be con-

ceivable in the case of every creature, viz., the power to

frame others. And if this pleases you, w'hat is the need

of the Word, seeing that things inferior in the scale of

being can be brought to be by things superior ? or at

all events, everything that has been brought into being

could have heard in the lieginning God's words, Bpcome

and hp inrnlo, and so would have been framed. But this is

not so written, nor could it be. For of things which are

brought into being none is an efficient cause, but all thiiiijs

ifffp made fhrowih the. Word, who would not have wrought

all things, were He Himself in the numlier of the creatures,

for neither would Angels be able to frame, since they too

are creatures (though Valentinus, and Marcion, and

Basilides think so, whoso copyists you are) ; nor will the

sun, as being a creature, ever make what is not into what

is ; nor will man fashion man, nor stone devise stone, nor

wood give growth to wood. But God is He who fashions

man in the womli, and fixes the mountains, and makes

wood grow ; whereas man, as being capable of science, puts

together and shapes tliat material, and works things that

are as he has learned to do ; and makes much of it if they are

but brought to be, and being conscious of what his nature
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cnAP.xvii. is^ if he iieeds aiit;-lit, knows to ask it of CtOcI. If

- - then Ood wrought and compounded, as man does,

out of existing materials, we countenance a Gentile thought,

according to which Ood is an artificer and not a Maker ;

yet even in that case let the Word work the materials,

at the hidding and in the service of Clod. But if He calls

into existence tilings which existed not, and that hy His

proper Word, then the Word is not in the number of

things non-existing and called into being ; or we have to

seek another AVord, tbrongh whom He too was called

;

for certainly by (lod's AVord the things which-were-uot

came to be.

131. Aud whereas all things are from nothing, and are

creatures, then if the Son, as they say, is one of the

creatures too, and of things whicli once were not, how does

He alone reveal tbe Fatber, and none else but He know

the Father ? For if He, a work, could possibly know the

Father, then must the Father be also known by all

according to the proportion of the measures of each : for

all of tliem are works as He is. But if it lie inijwssible for

things winch have liad a beginning either to see or to

know Him, for the sight and the knowledge of Him
surpasses all, (since God Himself says, No one shall srr AIi/

fare ami Vivp^ yet the Son has declared. No one linowcth llif

Fn.fJi.t'r .sarr f/if Son, therefoi'e the AVord is different

from tilings that have been created, in that He alone

knows and alone sees the Father, as He says. Not that antj

Oiic hnlh sf-ni fJio Faihcr, sarc Hp tliof is from the Father^

and No one hnonvfli tite Fatlipr sare the Son, though Arius

think otherwise. How then did He alone know, except

that He alone was proper to Him ? and h(>w proper, if He

were a creature, and not a true Son from Him ? (for one

must not mind saying often tlie same thing for religion-

sake.) Therefore it is irreligious to think that the Son is

only one among all things ; and blasphemous and unmean-
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ing to call Him "a creature, but uot as one of
jj^^a-f^fs.

the creatures, aud a ^^'ork, but uot as oue of the

works, an offspring-, but not as one of the offspriugs
;

"

luinicaning, for why not as one of these, if, as they say,

He was not before His generation ? for it belongs to the

creatures and works not to ])(; before their generation, and

to subsist out of nothing, even though these excel those in

glory ; for that difference of oue with another will be found

in all creatures, which appears in those which are visible.

132. It may be added that, if the Hon were "creature

or work, but not as one of the creatures," as the heretics

pretend, merely because of His excelling the rest in glory, it

were natural that Scripture should describe and display

Him by a comparison in His fa\'our with the other works ;

for instance, that it should say that He is greater than

Archangels, and more honourable than the Thrones, and

both brighter than sun and moon, and greater than

the heavens. ?>ut it does not in fact thus describe Him

;

but the Father manifests Him to be His own proper and

only Son, saying. Thou art My 8on, and Thk is Mjj holoml

Son, in ivJiom I am wpU i^lpaml. Accordingly the Angels

ministered unto Him, as being one beside themselves ; and

they worship Him, not as being greater in glory, but as

being some one beyond all the creatures, and beyond

themselves, and alone the Father's proper Son according

to substance. For if He was worshipped as excelling

them in glory, each of things subordinate ought to wor-

ship what excels itself. But this is not the case ;
for

creature does not worship creature, l)ut servant worships

Lord, and creature God. Thus Peter the Apostle hhiders

Cornelius who would worship him, saying, / myself also

am a man. And an Angel, when John would worship him

in the iVpocalypse, hinders him, saying, Scf thou do it not

;

for T am. thy fdlow-scrraiit, and of thy /nrthirn thp Prophots,

and of tlmn that Ic-ep thn sayiiiys of this honk: worship God.
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cnAP.xvii. Therefore to God alone appertains worship, and

this the very Angels know, that thongh they excel

other heings in glory, yet they are creatnres all, and not of

those who receive worship, hut of those who worship the

Lord, Thus Manoe, the Father of Samson, wishing to

offer sacrifice to the Angel, was thereupon hindered by

him, saying, Offer not to nu\ hut to God.

1 83. On the other hand, the Lord is worshipped even by

the Angels ; for it is written, Lpt all tho Ant/els of God

trorsj/i/i Him ; and by all the Gentiles, as Esaias says, The

Idhoiif of Eiijjpt and mpirliandiup of Et]riopi<( and of the

S/dipans, mm of sta.tvro, st/aH rome orrr itnto Thoo, and they

shall In' Thine ; and then, ttiei/ sliall fdl don'n vnto I'liee, and

shall make snppliration vnto Thee, ^aU^'Wy ^'^ureh/ God is in

Thee, and there is none else, there is no God. And He accepts

His disciples' worship, and certifies them who He is, say-

ing. Gall i/e Me not Lord and Master? and //e sai/ veil, for

so T am. And when Thomas said to Him, My Lord and my
God, He allows his words, rather accepting him than

hindering him. For He is, as the other i^rophets declare,

and David says in the Psalm, Itie Lord of forces, Die T^ord

of Sabaotli, which is interpreted ////' Tj>rd of Armies, and

God ti'ue and Almighty, though the Arians burst at the

tidings. But He had not l)een thus worshipped, nor been

thus spoken of, were He in the number of creatures.

IJiit now, since He is not a creature, but the proper Off-

spring of the Substance of that (Jod who is worshipped,

and His Son by nature, therefore He is worshipped and is

believed to be God, and is Lord of armies, and Sovereign,

and Almighty, as the Father is ; for He has said Him-

self, All thinys that the Father hath are Mine. For it

belongs to the Son to have the things of the Father,

and to be such that the Father is seen in Him, and

that through Him all things were made, and that the

salvation of all comes to pass and consists in Him.
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CHAPTER XYIII.

A)isv'f'r to olijcrtioiis from Srriptvrr ,• xi.r//////, Tiitrodurtory

to Piorrrhs viii. 22.

134. And here it were well to ask them also
ij^^gf^'f;

this question, for a still clearer refutation of their

heresy :—A¥hereforc, when all things are creatures, and all

are brought hito consistence from nothing, and the Son

Himself, according to them, is creature and work, and one

of those things which once were not, wherefore has God made

111! HiiiMis throiujJi Him alone, and irithout Him was made

not one fhituj ? or why is it, when all thinr/s are spoken of,

that no one thinks the Son is signified in the number alt,

but only things that come to be ; whereas when Scripture

speaks of tlic Word, it does not understand Him as being

in the nural)er of all, but ranks Him with the Father, as

Him in whom providence and salvation for all are wrought

and effected by the Father, though all things surely might at

that very same command have come to be, at which, they

say. He was brouglit into being by Ood alone ? For God is

not wearied l)y commanding, nor is His strength unequal to

the making of all things, that He should alone create the

oidy Son, and need His service and aid for the framing of

the rest. For He lets nothing stand over which He wills

to be done ; but He has willed only, and all things sub-

sisted, and no one //at// rfsistrd His unll. Why then were

not all things brought into being by God alone at the

same command at which the Son came into l)eing ? Or

let them tell us, why did all things through Him come to

be, who was but brought into being Himself.

1 35. However, ^ they say in answer, that, on God's deter-

- Vid. fiupr. p. 22; vid. also a aro so oenerally adopted hy the

similar argument in Epiphani^is sueeeodino- Fathers, that it is im-

H.'er. 76, p. O.'il, but the argu- possible and needless to enume-
jnents of Ath. in these Orations rate the instances of agreement.



282 THREE DIHCOUTISES OF ATIIANASTUS

cii. xYiii, ininiuo; to create this finite Nature, "when He saw

that it conld not endure tlie touch of His im-

mediate hand, and its creation by means of It, He makes

and creates first and alone one, and calls Him Son and Word,

that, through Him as an intermediate, all things may there-

upon be brought to be." This they not only have said,

but they have been bold enough to put it into writing,

namely, Eusebius, Arius, and Asterius the sacrificer. Yet if

they shall assign the toil of making all other creatures as

the reason why God made the Son only, the whole creation

will cry out against them as saying unworthy things of Clod ;

and Esaias too, who has said in Scripture, the EvotUif^t'wfj

(ioil^ the Lord, the Creator of llie Puds of the etrrth, faiiifeth

not, neiflher in w^dnj : thf>rs is no serf,rrkini/ of His under-

standing. But if, again, God made the Son alone, as not

deigning to make the rest, but committed them to the

Son as an assistant, this on the other hand is unworthy of

God, for in Him there is no pride. Nay, the Lord reproves

the thought when He says. Are not tn'o sparro/vs sold for

a farthinji ? and ind one of them shall fall on the ijround

vntliovt ijovr Father who is in heaven. And again. Take

no thoaiiht for ijonr life, u:]iat ije sluill eat, nor yet for your

body, V'h(d ye sliidl put on. Is not the life more than meat,

and the body than raiment? Behold tire fowls of the air, for

they soiv not, neither do they reap, nor yather into hams
;

yet

yonr heavenly Fidher feedeth tliem ; are ye not much }>etter

tJuin they ? Which of you, by tidnny thouyht, can add one

cubit unto his stcdure ? And why talce ye thouyht for

raiment ? Consider the lilies of the field, }n)W they yrow
;

they toil not, neither do tliey spin .• and yet I ^ay unto you,

th(d even Solomon, in all liis ylory, was not arrayed like one

of these. Wherefore, if God so cloth,e the yrass of the field,

which, to-day is, and to-morrow is ca.st into the oven, shall

He not mud), more clothe yon, O ye of little fadh ? If then

it be not unworthy of God to exercise His providence, even
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down to tiling's so small as a hair of the head, and
i?"-.,-^'!^-^

a sparrow and the grass of the field, also it was not

nnworthy of Hiin in the first instance to make them. For

what things are the suhject of His providence, of those He

is Maker, that is, hy means of His own proper Word. Nay,

a worse absurdity lies before the men who thus speak ; for

they distinguish between the creatures and their framing ;

and consider the latter the work of the Father, the crea-

tures the work of tlie Son ; but, if so, either all things must

l)e brought to be by the Father with the Son, or at least if

all that has a beginning comes into being through the

Son, we must not call Him one of those created things.

180. Next, they may be exposed thus :—if even the Word

be of (treated nature, how, whereas tliis nature is too feeble

to sustain God's own handiwork, could He alone of all

endure to be made by the Ingenerate and untempered

Substance of God, as ye say ? for it follows either that, if

He could endure it, all could endure it, or, it being- en-

dural)le by none, it was not endurable even by the Word,

for you say that He is one of things which have a

beginning. And again, if because created nature could

not endure to be God's own handiwork, there arose need

of a mediator, it clearly follows that, the Word having

come to be, and being a creature, there is need of a medium

in His framing also, since He too is of that same nature

which does not admit of being made by God without a medium.

I)Ut if some being as a medium be found for Him, then

again a fresh mediator is needed for that second, and thus

tracing back and following out by reasoning, we shall

invent a vast crowd of accumulating mediators ; and thus

it will be impossible that the creation should subsist, as

ever wanting an intermediate, and that medium being un-

able to come into being without another previous mediator ;

for all of them will be of that created natui'e which does not,

as ye say, endure to be the workmansliip of God alone.
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CH. XVIII. How abundant is that folly, which obliges them to

hold that what has already come into beinp;, ad-

mits not of that coming ! Or perhaps they opine that

they have not even yet come to be, as still seeking their

mediator ; for, on the ground of their so impious and futile

notion, what really is would not have subsistence, for want

of the intermediate.

137. But again they allege this :
—

" Behold, through

Moses too did He lead the people from Egypt, and through

him He gave the Law, yet he was a man ; so that it is

possible for like to be brought into being by like." They

should veil their face when tliey say this, to save their much

shame. For Moses was not sent to frame the world, nor

to call into being things Avhich were not, nor to fashion

men like himself, but only to l)e the minister of parlance

to the people and to King Pharaoh. And this is a very

different thing, for to minister belongs to things made as of

servants, but to frame and to create is of Ood alone, and

of His pro]X!r Word and His Wisdom. Wherefore, in the

matter of framing, we shall find none but God's Word

;

for all thiiuis are mrulo in Wisdom, and /ri/Uoiif fhr Word

wr/s made nol one Hiiiuj. I>nt as regards ministrations

there are, not one only, but many out of the whole

number, whomever the Lord will send. For there

are many Archangels, many Thrones, and Powers,

and Dominions, thousands of thousands, and myriads of

myriads, standing before Him, ministering and ready to

be sent. And many Prophets, and Twelve Apostles, and

Paul. And Moses himself was not alone, but Aaron

with him, and next otlier seventy were filled with the

Holy Ghost. And Moses was succeeded by Jesus the Son

of Nave, and he by the Judges, and they by, not one, but

by a numlier of Kings. If then the Son were a creature

and one of things that had a beginning, there would have

been many such sons, in order that God might have many
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such ministers, just as there is a multitude of tliose
jf"a^.^fg

others. But if this is not to be seen, for the

creatures are many, but the Word is one, any one will

collect from this, that the Son differs from all, and is not

on a level with the creatures, but is proper to the Father.

Hence many Words there are not, but one only Word of the

one Father, and one Image of the one God.

138. "But behold," they say, "there is but one sun and

one earth." Let them maintain, senseless as they are,

that there is one water and one fire, and then they may
be told that everything that is brought into being is

one in its own substance, but for the ministry and service

connnitted to it, by itself it is not adequate nor sufficient

alone. For God said, Ld tlwre he li(j]i(s in tlw fiimumcat

of Iicacen, to f/ii'c ligJit upon the eartlt, and to diride the day

from the niijht ; and let them be for signs and for seasons and

for daijs and ijears. And then He says. And God made two

(jreat lights, the greater light to rule the dag, and the lesser

light to rule the 7iigld: He made the stars also. And God
set them in the firmament of the heaven, to give light iqwn the

earth, and to rule over the dag and over tJoe night. Behold

there are many lights, and not the sun only, nor the moon
only, but each is one in substance, and yet the service of

all is one and common ; and what each lacks is snppUed

by the other, and the office of lighting is performed by all.

Thus the sun has power to shine throughout the day and

no more ; and the moon through the night ; and the stars

together with them accomplish the seasons and years, and

become for signs, each according to the need that calls for

it. Thus too the earth is not for all things, but for the

fruits only, and to be a ground to tread on for the living

things that inhabit it. And the firmament is to divide be-

tween waters and waters, and is a place to set the stars in.

So also fire and water, with other things, have been brought

into being to be the constituent parts of bodies ; and in
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CH. xviii. yin,rt no one tiling' is alone, hut nil Lliings that

are made, as if niemliei's of each otlier, make np

as it were one body, namely, the world. If then they thus

conceive of the Son, they deserve a u;'(Jod [)eltiny, as con-

sidering the Word to be a ])art of this universe, and a part

insufficient without the rest for the service committed to

Him. But if this be manifestly impious, let them acknow-

ledge that the Word is not in the number of things which

have been made, but is the sole and proper Word of the

Father, and of those things the Framer.

139. "But," they have said, "though He is a creature

and has been brought hito l»eing, yet as from a master

and artificer has He learned to frame things, and thus lias

ministered to (}od who taught inm." For thus the Sophist

Asterius, having learned to deny the Lord, has dared to

write, not obser\'ing the absurdity which follows. For if

framing a universe be a thing to be taught, let them

beware lest they say that it is not by nature but by skill

that God Himself is a Framer, so as to admit of His losing

the art. Besides, if the Wisdom of God attained to it

by definite teaching, how is it still Wisdom, when it needs

lessons ? and what was it before it learned ? For it was

not Wisdom if it needed teaching ; it was surely but some

empty thing, and not Wisdom in substance, Imt from im-

proving itself it had tlie name of Wisdom, and will lie only

so long Wisdom as it can retain what it has learned. For

what has been acquired not by any nature, but from learning,

admits of being at one time unlearned. But to speak thus

of the Word of God is not the part of Christians, but of

Greeks. For if the power of framing a world accrues to

any one from teaching, these insensate men are ascribing

jealousy and weakness to God ;
jealousy, in that He has

not taught many beings how to frame, so that there may

be around Him, as Archangels and Angels many, so world-

framers many ; and weakness, in that He could not make by
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Himself, but needed a fellow-wovker, or under-
j?^'^-2^^,3'o.

worker ; and yet creation nnist l)eii,in with God

alone, even according to their showing-, if, as they say, the

Son is a creature, and so there was no one else to make Him

but God. But God is deficient in nothing : perish the

thought ! for He has said flimseh", / (tin full. Nor did the

Word become Framer of the universe from teaching ; but

being the Image and Wisdom of the Father, He works what

appertains to the Father. Nor hath He made the Son for

the making of things generate ; for behold, though the Son

exists, still the Father is seen to work, as the Lord Hhnself

says, J/// Father ivorlceih kitkeiio, and I work. H, however,

as you say, the Son came into being for the purpose of

making the things Avhich were made after Him, and yet the

Father is seen to work even after the Son, yon must hold

even in this light the making of such a Son to be super-

fluous. Besides, why, when He would create us, does He

seek for the intermediate at all, as if His will did not suffice

to constitute whatever seemed good to Hhn ? Yet the Scrip-

tures say. He hath done whatsveiwr pleased Him, and Who

hath reacted His icill / And if His mere will is sufficient

for the framing of all things, you make the office of a middle

power su})erfiuous ; for your instance of Moses, and the sun

and the moon, has Ijcen shown not to hold.

140. And here again is an argument to silence you.

You say that God, willing the creation of that nature which

has a beginnhig, and deliberating concerning it, designs

and creates the Son, that through Him He may frame us
;

now, if so, consider how great an impiety you have dared

to utter. First, because the Son thereby appears rather

to have been for us brought to be, than we for Him ; for

we were not created for FTim, but He is made for us ; so

that He owes thanks to us, not we to Him, as the woman

to the man. For the man, says Scripture, icas not rrecded

for the woman, bat the woman for the man. Therefore as the
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cii. xvLLL
^^yfn -g fi^f, uiUKjo uiul (jlofij of God, iiihd ikc ivoman

flic (jlonj of the man, so we arc imule (Jud's inuisic

and for His t^'lory ; but the Sou is our image, and exists for

our g'lory. Aud we were brought into being that we uiiglit

be ; but God's Word was made, as you nmst liold, not tliat

He might be, but as an instrument for our need, so tliat not

we from Him, but He is constituted from our need. Are

not men who even conceive such thoughts, more than in-

sensate ? For if for us the Word was made, He has not

precedence of us with God ; for God in that case did not

take counsel about us having Him within Him, but having

us in Himself, counseUed as they say concerning His own
Word. But if so, perchance the Father had not even a

will for the Son at all ; for not as having a will for Him,

did He create Him, but with a will for us, He formed Him
for our sake ; for He designed Him after designing us

;

so that, according to these im})ious men, henceforth the

Son, who ^vas made as an instrument, is superfluous, now

that they are made for whom He was created.

141. But if the Son alone was made by God alone,

because He could endure it, but we, l)ecause we could not,

were made l)y the Word, why does He not first take counsel

about the Word, who could endure His making, instead

of taking counsel about us .? or why does He not make

more of Him who was strong than of us who were weak ?

or why, making Him first, does He not counsel about Him
first ? or why, counselling about us first, does He not make

us first. His will being sufficient for the constitution of all

things ? But He creates Him first, yet counsels first

about us ; and He wills us before the Mediator ; and when

He wills to create us, and counsels about us, He calls us

creatures ; but Him, whom He frames for us. He calls

Son and proper Heir. But we, for whose sake He made

Him, ought rather to be called sons ; or certainly He,

who is His Son, is rather the object of His previous
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thoughts and of His will, for whom He makes us J'
'I
^^n

all Such the bile, such the vomit of the heretics.^ -——

_

Chapter XIX.

Answer to objections from. Scripture ; sixth!//, Introduction to

Proverbs viii. 22.

142. But the sentiment of Truth in this matter must not

be hidden, but must have high utterance. For the Word
of God was not made for us, but rather we for Him, and
i)i Him nil things were created. Nor, because we were weak,

was He made by the Father alone, as able to endure this,

that He might frame us by means of Him as an instrument

;

perish the thought ! it is not so. For though it had seemed

good to God not to make creatures, still had the Word been

no less icitJh God, and the Father in Him. At the same
time, created things could not without the Word be brought

to be ; hence they were made through Him—and reason-

ably. For since the Son is the Word proper and natural

to God's substance, and is from Him, and in Him, as He

^ tfiETOi Kai vavriai ; vavTiai sea- iTrTjukirOrj, by this writer without
sickness; as to ?/i£roi, (for which viil. reflection {Stavoiac')," in Eunora.
supra, p. 86; also Disc. p.214, n. GG, ix. p. 250, d. And in a parallel
&c.) the word, according to Cressol ease Synesius, "He does not
de Theatr. Rhet. iii. 11, hasatecii- cherish the word within who is

nical meaning, when used of dis- forced to pour forth daily, Ifidv."
putation or oratory, and denotes Dion. p. 5G, ed. 1G12. And Epic-
exteynpore delivery as contrasted tetus, in a somewhat similar
with compositions on which pains sense, "There is great danger of
have been bestowed. And this pouring forth straightway, what
agrees with what Athan. fre- one has not digested." Enchirid.
quently ob.serves about the Arians, 4G ; vid. also Dis.sert. iii. 21. Adif-
as saying what came uppermost ferent allusion of course is con-

to serve their purpose, with no tained in the word h^kpana, which
care of consistency. Thus St. Athan. sometimes uses, and which
Greg. Nyss. says of Eunomius, is taken from 2 Pet. ii. 22.
'

' All such things were poured forth,
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CHAP. XIX. gaij Himself, the creatures could not have come

to be, except through Him. For as the light

enlightens all tilings by its radiance, and without its radiance

nothing would be illuminated, so also the Father, as by a

hand, in the Word wrought all things, and without Him
makes nothing. For instance, God said, as Moses relates.

Let there be light, and Let the waters he (jathered together,

and Jet the dry land appear, and Let us make man ,- as also

holy David in the Psalm, He spaJre and it was done ; He
commanded and it stood fast, And He spoke, not that, as

in the case of men, some under-worker might hear, and

learning the will of Him who spoke might go away and do

it ; for this is what is proper to creatures, but it is unseemly

so to think or speak of the Word. For the Word of God

is Framer and executes, and He is the Father's Will. Hence

it is that divine Scripture says not that some one heard

and answered, what was to be the manner or nature of the

things which He wished made ; but God only said, Let it

become, and Scripture adds. And it became ,- for what He
thought good and counselled, that forthwith the Word
began and put in execution.

143. For when God commands others, whether the

Angels, or converses with Moses, or promises Abraham,

then the hearer answers ; and the one says, Wlierebij shall I
know ? and the other, Commission some one else ; and again.

If they ask me, Wliat is His Name, ivhat shall I say to them ?

and the Angel said to Zacharias, Thus saith the Lord; and

he asked the Lord, Lord of hosts, how long ivilt Thou not

have mercy on Jerusalem ? and waits to hear good words and

comfortable. For each of these has in it tlie Mediator Word,

and the Wisdom of God, which makes known the will of the

Father. But when that Word Himself works and creates,

then there is no questioning and answering, for the Father

is in Him and the Word in the Father ; but it suffices to

will, and the work is done ; so that the phrase He said is a
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token of the will for our sake, and It was so denotes ^?-,?^^'-

the work which is done through the Word and the ^

Wisdom, in which Wisdom also is the Will of the Father.

And the meaning of God said is explained to us in the Word,

for, He says. Thou hast made all things in Wisdom; and By
the Word of the Lord were the heavens made ; and There is

one Lord Jesus Christ, Inj whom are all things, and we hg Him.

144. It is plain from this that not with us are the Arians

fighting about their heresy ; but while they put us forward,

their real fight is against the Godhead, For if the

voice were ours which says, This is My Son, small were our

complaint of them ; but if it is the Father's voice, and the

disciples heard it, and the Son too says of Himself, Before all

the mountains He begat Me, are they not fighting against

God, as the giants in story, having their tongue, as the

Psalmist says, a sharp sword for impiety .^ For they neither

have feared the voice of the Father, nor reverenced the

Saviour's words, nor trusted the sacred writers, one of whom
writes. Who being the Brightness of His glory and the ex-

pression of His subsistence, and Christ tlie fower of God and
the unsdom of God; and another says in the Psalm, With

Thee is the well of life, and in Thg Light shall we see Light,

and Thou hast made all things in Wisdom ; and the Prophets

say. And the Word of the Lord came to me ; and John, In the

beginning was the Word ; and Luke, As they delivered them

unto us tvhich from the beginning were ege-witnesses and minis-

ters of the Word; and as David again says. He sent His
Word a,nd heeded them. All these passages proscribe on
every side the Arian heresy, and signify the eternity of

the Word, and that He is not foreign but proper to the

Father's Substance. For when saw any one Ught without

radiance ? or who dares to say that the impress can be

different from the subsistence ? or has not a man lost his

mind himself who even entertains the thought that God
was ever Word-less and Wisdom-less ?

V2
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cuAi'. XIX. i^p, YoY such illustrations and such images has

Scripture proposed, that considering the inability of

human nature to comprehend God, we might be able to form

ideas even from these, however poorly and dimly, as far as

is attainable. And as the creation is all-sufhcient for the

knowledge of the being of a God and a Providence (for bij

the greatnesH and beautij of the creatvres proportionalJ tj the

MaJcer of them is seen), and we learn from them without

asking for voices, but hearing tlie Scriptures we believe, and

surveying the very order and the harmony of all things, we

acknowledge that He is Maker and Lord and God of all,

and apprehend His marvellous providence and governance

over all things ; so in like manner about the Son's God-

head, what has been above said suffices, and it becomes

superfluous, or rather it is very mad to doubt about it, or to

ask in an heretical way. How can the Son be from eternity ?

or how can He be from the Father's Substance, yet not a

part ? since what is said to be of another, is a part of him
;

and what is divided, is not whole. We have already shown

the shallowness of such questions, but the exact considera-

tion of these passages themselves and the force of these

illustrations will serve still further to expose them.

146. For we see that a man's reason continues, and is from

him and belongs to his substance whose reason it is, and does

not admit a before and an after. So again we see that the

radiance from the sun is proper to it, and the sun's sub-

stance is not divided or impaired ; but its substance is

whole, and its radiance perfect and whole, yet without im-

pairing the substance of light, but as a true offspring from

it. We understand in like manner that the Son is not

from without, but begotten from the Father, and while the

Father remains whole, the Impress of His Subsistence is

everlasting, and preserves the Father's Ukeness and un-

varying Image, so that he who sees Him, sees in Him the

Subsistence too of which He is the Impress. And from
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the action of the Impress we understand the true
if""32^^4

Godhead of the Subsistence, as the Savionr Him-

self teaches when He says, The Father who dwelleth in Ble,

He doeth the works which I do ; and / and the Father are one,

and / in the Father and the Fattier in Me. Therefore let this

Christ-opposing heresy attempt first to mutilate the examples

found in things created, and say, " Once the sun was with-

out his radiance," or, " Radiance is not proper to the sub-

stance of light," or, " It is indeed proper, but it is a part

of light by mutilation ;
" and then let it mutilate Reason,

and pronounce that it is foreign to Mind, or that once it

was not, or that it is not proper to its substance, or that it

is by mutilation a part of mind. And so of His Impress

and the Light and the Power, let it mutilate these as

in the case of Reason and Radiance ; and instead let it

imagine what it will. But if such extravagance be impos-

sible even for them, are they not greatly beside themselves,

presumptuously intruding into what is higher than created

things and their own nature, and essaying impossibi-

lities ?

147. For if, in the case of these created and bodily

things, offsprings are found which are not parts of the sub-

stances from wliich they are, and subsist without injury

to them, or impairing the substances of their originals, are

they not mad again in seeking and conjecturing parts and

passions in the instance of the immaterial and true God, and

predicating mutilation of Him who is beyond passion and

change, thereby to perplex the ears of the simple and to

pervert them from the Truth ? for who hears of a son but

conceives of that which belongs to the father's substance ?

who heard, in his first catechising, that God has a Sou and

has made all things by His pi'oper Word, but understood

it in that sense in which we now mean it ? who, on the

rise of this odious heresy of the Arians, was not at once,

startled at what he heard, as strange, and a second sowing
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besifie that Word which 1ms l)ccii sown from the

beginning ? For what is sown in every sonl from

the beginning is that Ood has a Son, the Word, the Wisdom,

the Power, that is, His Image and Radiance ; from which

it at once follows that He is always; that He is from the

Father ; that He is like Him ; that He is the eternal offspring

of His substance ; and there is no idea involved in these

of creature or work. But when the man who is an enemy,

wdiile men were sleeping, made a second sowing, of "He
is a creature," and "There was once when He was not,"

and " How can it be ? " thenceforth the wicked heresy of

Christ's enemies rose as tares, and forthwith, as bereft of

every orthodox thought, as robbers, they are going about ^ and

venture to say, " How can the Son always exist with the

Father ? " for men come of men and are sons, after a time ;

and the fatliei' is thirty years old when the son begins to

be, being begotten ; and in short of every son of man it

is true that he was not before his " generation." And
again they whisper, " How can the Son be Word, or the

Word be Clod's Image ? for the word of men is composed

of syllables, and only signifies the speaker's will, and then

is over and is lost."

148. They then afresh, as if forgetting the proofs which

have been already urged against them, thus argue. But

the word of truth confutes them as follows :—If they were

disputing concerning any man, then let them exercise

reason in this human way, both concerning his word and

his son ; but if concerning God who created man, no longer

let them entertain human thoughts, but others which are

' Trepitpya^ovTin, Edd. Col. Ben. dv(o kuI kutio irffmovTtg OpvXovtn,

and Patav. This seems an error Apol. contr. At. § 11 iuit. Trtpi-

of the press for irepikpxoi'Tai. rpsxovat, de Fug. § 2, Trfpiftpovm,
The Latin translates, "circumire infr. § 43, TrtpiTpoxd'Ctiv, Theod.
coeperunt." Vid. supr. Nic. p. 29, Hist.i.3,p.730. Vid. also TrfptTTfrti,

note, also irtpdpxovTcu, infr. Disc. i. Petr. v. 8. For Trepifpyia, &c.,
h. 192, init. p. 329, (Orat. ii. § 62,) vid. infr. Disc. ch. 24 and ch. 29.

di'uiKcii Kcino TrEpnoi'Ttc,cha,Y).30'imt.
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above human nature. For such as is the parent,
j,^ j-j^^f:

such of necessity is the offspring ; and such as is

the Word's Father, such must be also His Word. Now man,

begotten in time, in time also himself begets the child ; and

whereas from nothing he came into existence, therefore his

word also is over and continues not. But God is not as man,

as Scripture has said ; but is existing and is ever ; there-

fore also His Word is existing and is everlastingly with

the Father, as radiance from light. And man's word is

composed of syllables, and neither lives nor operates any

thing, but is only significant of the speaker's intention,

and does but go forth and go by, no more to appear, since

it was not at all before it was spoken ; wherefore, I say,

the word of man neither lives nor operates anything, nor

in short is man. And this happens to it, as I said before,

because man who begets it has his nature out of nothing.

But God's Word is not merely pronounced,^ as one may

say, nor a sound of accents, nor by His Son is meant His

command ; but as radiance from light, so is He perfect

Offspring from perfect. Hence He is God also, as being

God's Image ;' for the Word ivas God, says Scripture. And

man's words avail not for operation ; hence man works not

by means of words but of hands, for they have existence,

and man's words have no stay. But the Word of God, as

the Apostle says, is living and imwerfid, and sharper than

any two-edged sword, 'piercing even to the dividing asunder of

sold and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a dis-

cerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. Neither is

there any creature that is not manifest in His sight ; hut all

things are naJced and opened unto the eyes of Him with whom

ive have to do. He is then Framer of all, and ivithout Him ivas

mcule not one thing, nor can anything be made without Him.

14:9. Nor must we ask why the Word of God is not such

' Vid. App. npofopiKut;,
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g^g (jm- ^vord, consideriiiii' God is not such as we,

as has been before said ; nor again is it right to

seek how the Word is from ({od, or how He is God's Radiance,

or how God begets, and what is the manner of His begetting.

For a man must be beside himself to venture on such points ;

since a thing ineffable and proper to God's nature, and

known to Him alone and to the Son, this he demands to

have explained in words. It is all one as if they sought

where God is, and how God is, and of what nature the

Father is. But as to ask such questions is impious, and

argues an ignorance of God, so it is not permitted to ven-

ture such questions concerning the generation of the Son

of God, nor to measure God and His Wisdom by our own
nature and infirmity. Nor is a pei*son at liberty on that

account to swerve in his thoughts from the truth, nor, if

any one is perplexed in such inquiries, ought he to dis-

believe what is written. For it is better in perplexity to

be silent and believe, than to disbelieve on account of the

perplexity : for he who is perplexed may in some way

obtain mercy, because, though he has questioned, he has

yet kept quiet ; but when a man is led by his perplexity

into forming for himself doctrines which beseem not, and

utters what is unworthy of God, such daring incurs a sen-

tence without mercy. For in such perplexities divine

Scripture is able to afford him some relief, so as to take

rightly what is written, and to dwell upon a human word

as an illustration : that, as it is proper to us and is from us,

and not a work external to us, so also God's Word belongs

to Him and is from Him, and is not a thing made ; and

yet is not like the word of man, or else we must suppose

G-od to be man.

150. For observe, many and various are men's words

which pass away day by day ; because those that come

first continue not, but vanish. Now this happens because

their authors are men, and have their fit seasons which



Af4AINST AEIAXIRM, 297

pass away, and motive thoug-hts which are succes-
jf^'gg^'l;

sive ; and what strikes them first and second, that

they utter ; so that they have many words, and ycL after

them aU nothing at all remaining; for the speaker ceases,

and his word forthwith perishes. But God's Word is one

and the same, and, as it is written. The Word of God endureth

for ever, not changed, not antecedent or posterior to Itself,

but existing the same always. For it was fitting, whereas

God is One, that His Image should be One also, and His

"Word One, and One His Wisdom. Wherefore I am in

wonder how, whereas God is One, these men introduce,

after their private notions, many images and wisdoms and

words, and say that the Father's proper and natural

Word is other than the Son, by whom He even made the

Son, and that He who is really Son is but notionally called

Word, as vine, and way, and door, and tree of life ; and

that He is called Wisdom also only in name, the proper

and true Wisdom of the Father, which co-exists ingenerately

with Him, being other than the Sou, by which He even

made the Son, and named Him Wisdom as partaking of it.

151. To this they have not only given speech, but Arius

has put it into form in his Thalia, and the Sophist Asterius

has written, what we have stated above, as follows :
" Blessed

Paul said not that he preached Christ, the Power of God

or the Wisdom of God, but without the addition of the

article, God's Power and God\s Wisdom, thus preaching

that the proper power of God Himself which is natural

to Him, and co-existent in Him ingenerately, is something

else generative indeed of Christ, and creative of the

whole world, concerning which he teaches in his Epistle

to the Romans thus,

—

The invisible things of Him. from the

creation of the ivorld are clearly seen, being understood by the

things that are made, even His eternal Power and Godhead.

For as no one would say that the Godhead there mentioned

was Christ and not the Father Himself, so, as I think, His
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(.fpfiia] Power ami Godhead also is not the Only

Begotten Son, but the Father who begat Him."

And he teaches that there is another power and wisdom of

God, manifested through Christ, And shortly after, the

same Asterius says, " However, His eternal power and wisdom,

which Truth argues to be unoriginate and ingenerate, this

certainly must be one and the same. For there are

many wisdoms which are one by one created by Him, of

whom Christ is the first-born and only-begotten ; all how-

ever equally depend on their possessor. And all the

powers are rightly called His who created and uses

them : as the Prophet says that the locust, which came

to be a divinely inflicted punishment of human sins, was

called by God Himself not only a power, but a great

power ; and blessed David in very many of the Psalms

invites, not the Angels alone, but the Powers to praise

God."

152. Now are they not worthy of all hatred for merely

uttering this ? for if, as they hold, His Sonship does not

mean that He is begotten of the Father and belongs to

His Substance, then as they call PHm Word only because

of tilings rational, and Wisdom because of things gifted

with wisdom, and Power because of things gifted with

power, surely in like manner He must be named Son as

one of a company, because of those who are made sons ;

and perhaps because there are things existing. He has the

gift of existence, that is in our notions only.*' And then

after all what is He really ? for He is none of these Him-

self, if they are but His names : and He has but a sem-

blance of being, and is decorated with these names '^ for

our sakes. But rather this is some devil's recklessness,

or worse, to be willing enough that they should truly

subsist themselves, yet to think that God's Word is but in

^ Vid. Append, lirivoia, '' Vid. ovojiara.
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name. Is not this portentous, to say that Wisdom
-i^^g^^ji,

co-exists with the Fatlier, yet to deny that this is

the Christ, but to hold that, whereas there are many created

powers and wisdoms, one of them is the Lord, whom they

go on to compare to the caterpillar and locust ? and are they

not unscrupulous, who, when they hear us say that the Word

of God co-exists with the Father, forthwith mutter, "Ai*e

you not speaking of two Ingenerates ? " although in speak-

ing themselves of " His Ingenerate Wisdom," they do not

see that they have already incurred themselves the charge

which they so rashly urge against us. Moreover, what

folly is there in that thought of theirs, that the Ingenerate

Wisdom co-existing with God is God Himself! for what

co-exists does not co-exist with itself, but with some one

else, as the Evangelists say of the Lord, that He was "in

company with " His disciples ; for He was not together with

Himself, but with His disciples ;—unless indeed they would

say that God is of a compound nature, having wisdom a

constituent or complement of His Substance, ingenerate

as well as Himself, which moreover they pretend to be

the framer of the world, that so they may deprive the

Son of the framing of it. For there is nothing they

would not maintain, sooner than hold true doctrine con-

cerning the Lord.

153. For w^here at all have they found in divine Scrip-

ture, or from ^vhom have they heard, that there is another

Word and another Wisdom besides this Son, that they

should frame to themselves such a doctrine ? True, indeed

it is written. Are not My u'ords like fire and like a hammer

that hrealceth the rock in pieces ? and in the Proverbs, / will

make known My words unto you ; but these are precepts

and commands, which God has spoken to the sacred

writers through His proper and only true Word, concern-

ing which the Psalmist said, / hare refrained my feet frotn

every evil way, that I may keep TJty words. Such words
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CHAP. XIX. accordin[>-ly the Saviour signifies to be distinct from

Himself, when He says hi His own person, The

words which I lum' spoh'H unto i/ou. For certainly such

words as these are not offsprings, nor was it such words

as these that framed the world, nor were they so many

images of the One God, nor so many who have become men for

us, nor as if from many such there were one who has become

flesh, as John says ; but it is on the ground of there being one

only Word of God that those good tidings are heralded by John,

Tlip Word was madeflpsh, and fdl things were made ly Him.

154. Wherefore of Him alone, our Lord Jesus Christ,

and of His oneness with the Father, are written and set

forth the testimonies, both of the Father signifying that

the Son is One, and of the sacred writers, who have re-

ceived this doctrine and declare that the Word is One, and

that He is Only-Begotten. And His works also are set

before us ; for all things, visible and invisible, have been

brought into being through Him, and without Him was

made not one thijif/. But concerning some one or any one

else they have not a thought, not framing to themselves

words or wisdoms, as to which neither name nor deed are

signified by Scripture, but are spoken of by these men only.

For it is simply their invention and Christ-opposing sur-

mise, and they wrest tlie true sense of the name of the

Word and the Wisdom, and framing to themselves others,

they deny the true Word of God, and the real and only

Wisdom of the Father, and thereby rival the Manichees.

For they too, when they behold the works of God, deny

Him who is the only and true God, and frame to themselves

another, whom they can show neither by his work, nor in

any testimony drawn from the divine oracles. If then

neither in the divine oracles is found another wisdom, sup-

posing this Son is put aside, nor from the fathers have we heard

of any such, yet they have confessed and written of the

Wisdom co-existing with the Father ingenerately, proper to
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Him, and the Framer of the world, this Framing
^^^^'^^j^f^;^

Wisdom must be the Son, who therefore, even ac-

cording to them, will be eternally co-existent with the Father.

For He is Framer of all, as it is written, I/i Wisdom hast

Tlioit made them. all.

155. Nay, Asterius himself,** as if forgetting what he

wrote before, afterwards, in Caiaphas's fashion, involun-

tarily, when urging the Greeks, instead of naming many

wisdoms, or the caterpillar, confesses but one, in these

words :
" God the Word is one, but many are the things

rational ; and one is the substance and nature of Wisdom,

but many are the things wise and beautiful." k\\& soon

afterwards he says again :
" Who are they whom they

honour with the title of God's children ? for they will

not say that they too are words, nor maintain that there

are many wisdoms. For it is not possible, whereas the

Word is one, and Wisdom has been set forth as one, to

distribute to the multitude of children the Substance of the

Word, and to bestow on them the appellation of Wisdom."

It is not then at all wonderful that the Arians should

battle with the truth, when they have collisions with their

own principles and conflict with each other, at one time

saying that there are many wisdoms, at another maintain-

ing one ; at one time classing Wisdom with the caterpillar,

at another saying that it co-exists with the Father and is

proper to Him ; now that the Father alone is ingenerate,

and then again that His AVisdom and His Power are

ingenerate also. And they battle with us for saying that

the Word of God is ever, yet forget their own doctrines,

and say themselves that Wisdom co-exists with God in-

generately. Thus they deny the true Wisdom, and invent

one which exists not, as the Manichees, who make to

themselves another God, after denying Him that is.

15G. But let the other heresies and the Manichees also

" Vid. Append. Asterius.
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CHAP. XIX. know that the Father of the Christ is One, and

is Lord and Maker of the creation through His

proper Word. And let the Arionianiacs know in particular,

that the Word of God is One, being the only Son proper

and genuine from His Substance, and having with His

Father the oneness of Godhead indivisible, as we have said

' many times, being taught it by the Saviour Himself. Since,

were it not so, wherefore through Him does the Father

create, and in Him reveal Himself to whom He will, and

illuminate them ? or why too in the baptismal consecration

is the Son named togetlier with the Father ? For if they

say that the Father is not all-sufficient, then their answer

is impious ; but if He be, for this alone is lawful to say,

what is the need of the Son whether for framing the

worlds, or for the Holy Bath ? And what fellowship is there

between creature and Creator ? or why is a thing, that is

made, classed with the Maker in the consecration of all of

us? or why, as you hold, is faith in one Creator and in

one creature delivered to us ? for if it was that we might

be joined to the Godhead, what need of the creature ? but

if that we might be united to the Son, Himself a creature,

superfluous, according to you, is this naming of the Son in

Baptism, for God who made Him a Son is able to make

us sons also. Besides, if the Son be a creature, the nature

of rational creatures being one, no help will come to

creatures from a creature, since all need that grace which

comes from God.

157. We said a few words just now on the fitness that

all things should have been made by Him ; but since the

course of the discussion has led us also to mention Holy

Baptism, it is necessary to state, as I think and believe,

that the Son is named with the Father, not as if the

Father were not all-sufficient, nor as if without meaning,

and by accident ; but, since He is God's Word and proper

Wisdom, and, being His Radiance, is ever with the Father,
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therefore it is impossible, if the Father bestows
jj-^^^f^fa

grace, that He should not ^ive it in the 8on, for

the Son is in the Father as the radiance in the light. For,

not as if in need, but as a Father, God in His own Wisdom

hath founded the earth, and made all things in the Word
which is from Him, and in the Son confirms the Holy Bath.

For where the Father is, there is the Son, and where the

light, there the radiance ; and as, what the Father worketh,

He worketh through the Son, and the Lord Himself says,

" What I see the Father do, that I do also," so also when

baptism is given, whom the Father baptises, him the Son

baptises ; and whom the Son baptises, he is consecrated in

the Holy Ghost. And again as when the sun shines, one

might say that the radiance illuminates, for the light is

one and indivisible, nor can it be separated off, so where

the Father is or is named, there plainly is the Son also ;

and is the Father named in Baptism ? then must the Son

be named with Him. Therefore, when He made His

promise to the sacred writers. He thus spoke : / and the

Father ivill come and make Our abode in him ; and again,

that, as I and Thou are One so the// maij he one in Us. And
the grace given is one, given from the Father in the Son,

as Paul writes in every Epistle, Grace unto ijou and peace

from God our Fatlter and the Lord Jesus Christ. For the

light must be with the ray, and the radiance must be

contemplated together with its own light.

158. Whence the Jews, in that they deny the Son as well

as these men, have not the Father either ; for they first left

the Fountain of Wisdom, as Baruch reproaches them, and

then put from them the Wisdom springing from it, our Lord

Jesus Christ, (for Christ, says the Apostle, is God's Power

and God's Wisdom,) when they said, We have no king hut

CcBsar. The Jews then have the penal award of their

denial ; for their city as well as their reasoning came to

nought. And these two hazard the fulness of the mystery,
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cuAP. XIX. J jiieaii Baptism ; for if tlie consecration is given

" to ns into the Name of Father and Son, and they

do not confess a true Father, because they deny what is from

Him and is like^ His kSubstanco, and deny also the true Son,

and name for tiiemselves another of their own framing as

created out of nothing, is not the rite administered by them

altogether empty and unprofitable, making a show, but in

reality being no help towards piety ? For the Arians do

not baptise into Father and Son, but into Creator and

creature, and into Maker and work. And as a creature is

other than the Son, so the Baptism, which is supposed to

be given by them, is other than the truth, though they

pretend to name the Name of the Father and the Son,

because of the words of Scripture, For not he who

simply says, " Lord," gives Baptism ; but he who with

the Name has also the right faith. On this account

therefore our Saviour also did not simply command to

baptise ; but first says, Teach ; and then " Baptise into

the Name of Father, and Son, and Holy Ghost
;

" that

the right faith might follow upoi learning, and together

with faith might come the consecration of Baptism.

159. There are many other heresies too, which use the

words only, but without orthodoxy (as I have said,) and the

faith which saves, and in consequence the water which they

administer is unprofitable, as deficient in a pious meaning
;

so that he who is sprinkled by them is rather polluted by

impiety than redeemed.^^ So Gentiles also, though the

name of God is on their lips, incur the charge of Atheism,

because they know not the real and very God, the Father

" Vid. supr. note on p. 181. and 20. Forbes, Instruct. Theol.
'° The jiriyjid facie sense of n. x. 2, 3, and 12. Hooker's Eccl.

158, 159 is certainly unfavoar- Pol. v. 62, § 5— 11. On Arian

able to the validity of heretical Eaptism in particular vid. .Tab-

baptism ; vid. the subject con- lonski's Diss. Opusc. t. iv. p. 113.

sidered at length in Note Gr. on Vid. for a Catholic explanation,

Tertullian, 0. Tr. vol. i. p. 280, Nat. Alex. ssec. 3. I. H. Sbalarea

also Coubt. Pont. Eom. Ep. p. Bapt. Ha?r.

227. Voss. de Bapt. Disp. 19
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of our Lord Jesus Christ. So Manicliees and .?^J\^'^^;,n. 5;
42 -43.

Phrygians, and tlic disciples of the Satnosatene,

though using the Names, nevertheless are heretics, and the

Ariaris follow in the same course, though they read the

words of Scripture, and use tlie Names, yet they too mock

those who receive the rite from them, being more impious

than the other heresies, and advancing beyond them, and

making them seem innocent l)y their own recklessness of

speech. For these other heresies lie against the truth in

some certain respect, either erring concerning the Lord's

Body, as if Tie did not take flesh of Mary, or as if lie

simply did not die, or become man, but only appeared, and

was not truly, and seemed to have a body when He had not,

and seemed to have the shape of man, as visions in a dream ;

but the Arians are openly impious against the Father Him-
self. For hearing from the Scriptures that His Godhead

is represented in the Son as in an image, they blaspheme,

saying that it is a creature, and everywhere concerning

that Image they carry about with them the mocking

word, " He was not," as mud in a wallet,^ and spit it forth

as serpents their venom.^ Then, whereas their doctrine is

nauseous to all men, forthwith, as a support against its

fall, they prop up the heresy with human patronage,^ that

the simple, at the sight or even by the fear of this, may
overlook the mischief of their perversity.

160. Right indeed is it to pity their dupes ; well is it to

weep over them, for that they sacrifice their true interest

for the present prospect of ease and pleasure, and thereby

' Instead of bread, a proverb. ral, vid. the Alphabetum bestial-
^ (jjQ I'xpiQ Tov 16}', also Ep. ^g. itatis h;ieretie?e ex Patrum 8yni-

19, Hist. Ar. 66. And so Arians bolis in the Calvinismus bestiaruni

are dogs (with allusion to 2 Pet. religio attributed to Raynaudus,
ii. 22), Hist. Ar. 29, lions. Hist. and printed in the Apopompseus
Ar. 11, wolves, Ap.c.Arian. 49, &c.

,

of his works. Vid. infr. foot note

&c. Inmany of these instances the p. 379.
allusion is to Scripture. On * Vid. Use of Force.

names given to heretics in gene-

W
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cnAP. XIX. forfeit their future hope. In thinking to be

baptised into the name of one who exists not,

they will receive nothing ; and ranking themselves with a

creature, from the creation they will have no help, and be-

lieving in one unlike and foreign to the Father in sub-

stance, to the Father they will not be united, not possessing

His proper Son by nature, who is from Him, who is in the

Father, and in whom the Father is, as He Himself has said ;

but being led astray by them, the wretched men henceforth

remain destitute and stripped of the Godhead. For this

phantasy of earthly goods will not follow them upon their

death ; nor when they see the Lord whom they have denied,

sitting on His Father's throne, and judging quick and dead,

will they be able to call to their help any one of those who

have now deceived them ; for they shall see them as well

as themselves before the judgment-seat, repenting of their

deeds of sin and impiety.

Chapter XX.

Answer to objcrtions from Scripture ,• sixth]//, Proverbs

viii, 22.

ini. We have gone through thus much before the passage

in the Proverbs, resisting the falsehoods to which the hearts

of these men have given birth, in order that they may know
that the Son of God ought not to be called a creature, and

may learn rightly to read what admits in truth of a sound

explanation.'' For it is written, The Lord created 3Ie a he-

ginning of His UHtys, for His ivories ;
^ since, however, these

are proverbs, and are expressed in the way of proverbs,

we must not expound them nakedly in their first sense,

* Vid. App. opQoQ. by ikticts, created, as it is also

5 Athanasius follows the Sept. translated in Gen. xiv. 19, 22.

in translatin;^ the Hebrew flip Such too is the sense priveu in the
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but we must iuquire into the person spoken of, ;?"• 3^^:

and thus rehgiously put its true sense upon it. For —
what is said in proverbs is not said plainly, but is con-

veyed latently, as the Lord Himself has taught us in the

Gospel according to John, saying, These things have I spolcen

unto you in 2)roverhs, hut the time cometh when I shall no

more spealc unto you in provei-hs, l)ut openly. Therefore it

is necessary to unfold the sense of what is said, and to

seek it as something hidden, and not nakedly to expound

as if the meaning were spoken plainly, lest by a false in-

terpretation we wander from the truth.

162. If then what is written be about an Angel, or any

other of things created, as concerning one of us who are mere

works, let created me be said. But if it be the Wisdom of

God, that speaks concerning Itself, in whom all things

which have a being have been framed, what ought we to

understand but that He created means nothing contrary to

" He begat " ? Nor, as forgetting that it is Creator and

Framer, or ignorant of the difference between the Creator

and the creatures, does It number Itself among the crea-

tures ; but it signifies a certain sense, as in proverbs, not

plainly but latent, which It inspired the sacred writers to

use in prophecy, while soon after It doth Itself give the

meaning of He created in other but parallel expressions,

saying. Wisdom hath made Herself a house. Now it is plain

that our body is Wisdom's house, wliich It took on Itself

to become man ; hence the words are parallel to John's, The

Word tvas made flesh; and by Solomon Wisdom says of

Chaldee, Syriac, and Arabic ver- Sept. and Vulg. in the sense of
sions, and by the great majority generation, vid. also Deut. xxxii.
of primitive writers. On the G. The Hebrew sense is appealed
other hand, Aquila translates to by Eusebius, Eccl. Theol. iii. 2,

tKr)7(Taro, and so read Basil, contr. 3. Epiphanius, Hser. Ixix. 25,
Eunom. ii. 20, fin. Nysscn contr. and Jerome in Isa. xxvi. 13.
Eunom. i. p. 34. Jerome in Isa. Vid. Petav. Trin. ii. 1. Huet.
xxvi. 13, and the Vulgate trans- Origen, ii. 21, 23. C. B. Michael,
lates possedit. T\l\i is translated in loc. Prov.
"gotten," Gen. iv. 1, after the

w2
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OHAi'. XX. jtself with cautious exactness, not " I am a crea-

ture," but only The Lord hatli created Me a

heginninfj of His loays for His ivories, yet not " created Me
that I might have being," nor agahi " because I have a

creature's beginning and generation."

163. For in this passage, not as signifying the Substance

of His Godhead, nor His own everlasting and genuine

generation from the Father, has the Word spoken by

SolomoTi, but on the other hand signifying His manhood

and economy towards us. And, I repeat. He has not said

" I am a creature," or " I became a creature," but only

He created. For the creatures, having a created substance,

are brought into being and are said to be created, and in

short the creature is created ; but this mere term He created

does not necessarily signify the substance or the genera-

tion, but indicates something else as attaching to Him of

whom it speaks, and not simply that He who is said to be

created is at once in His Nature and Substance a creature.

And this difference divine Scripture recognises, saying

concerning the creatures, TJte earth is full of Thy creation,

and the creation itself groamth together and travaileth to-

gether ; and in the Apocalypse he says, A/id the third part

of the creatures in the sea died ivhioh had life; as also Paul

says. Every creature of God is good, and nothing is to he

refused if it he received with thanksgiving ; and in the book

of AVisdom it is written, Having furnished 7nan through Thy

wisdom, that he should have dominion over the creatures ivhich

Thou hast made. And these, being creatures, are also

said to be created, as we may further hear from our

Lord, who says. He who crecded them, made them male and

female; and from Moses in his Song, who writes, AsTc now

of the days thcd are past, which were hefore thee since the

day that God created man upon the earth, and from the one

side of heaven unto the other. And Paul, in his Epistle to

the Colossians, Who is the Image of the Invisible God, the
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First-borti of everu creature, for in Him were all .i^'*- P**^^;
•^ "^ ' •'

11. § 4o—46.
things created that are in heaven, and that are on

earth, visible and invisible, tvhether they be thrones or

dominions, or principalitips or powers ; all things ivere

created through Him, and for Him, and He is before all.

1G4. That to be called creatures, then, and to be created

belongs to things which have by nature a created sub-

stance, these passages are sufficient to remind us, though

Scripture is full of the like ; on the other hand, that the

single word He created does not simply denote the sub-

stance and mode of generation, David shows in the Psalm,

This shall he written for another generation, and the people

that is created shall praise the Lord; and again. Create in

ni'. a clean heaH, Ood ; and Paul in his Epistle to the

Ephesians says. Having abolished the law of commandments

contained in ordina/ices, for to create in Himself of two one

new man ; and again, Fat ge on the new man, which after

God is created in righteousness and true holiness. For neither

David spoke of any people being created in substance, nor

prayed to have another heart than that he had, but meant

renovation according to God and renewal ; nor did Paul

signify certain two beings created according to substance in

the Lord, nor again did He counsel us to put on any other

man ; but he called the life according to virtue the man

after God, and by the created in Christ he meant the two

people who are renewed in Him. Such too is the language

in Jeremias : The Lord hath created a new salvation for a

2)lantation, in ivhick salvation men shall walk to and fro ;
^

and in thus speaking, he does not mean any substance of

a creature, but prophesies of the renewal of salvation among

men, which has taken place in Christ for us.

165. Such then being the ditferonce between "the crea-

" Vid. also Expos. F. § 3, where thing in the woman." The author-

he notices that this is the version isecl version is "a new thing in the

of the Septiiagint, Aquila's being earth, a woman shall compass a
" The Lord h;ith created a new man," with the Hebrew, as is
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ciiAP. XX. tures " and the mere word He created, if you

find anywhere in divine Scripture the liord called

" creature," produce it and make the most of it ; hut if it

is nowhere written that He is a creature, only He Himself

says ahout Himself in the Proverhs, The Lord liath created

Me, shame upon you both on the ground of the broad

distinction aforesaid, and again for that the diction is mani-

festly that of proverbs ; and accordingly let He created be

underetood, not of His being a creature, but of that human
nature which is attached to Him, for to this belongs creation.

Indeed, is it not evidently unfair in you, when David and

Paul say He created, then indeed to understand not the sub-

stance and the generation, but the renewal
;

yet, when the

Lord says He created, to number His substance among the

creatures ? and again, when Scripture says, Wisdom hath

huilt her an house, she ha.th hewn out her seven jnllars, to

understand house allegorically, but yet to take He created as

it stands, and to fasten on it the idea of creature ? and neither

His being Framer of all has had any weight with you, nor

have you feared His being the sole and proper Offspring

of the Father, but recklessly, as if you had enlisted

against Him, do ye fight, and think less of Him than of men/

16G. For the very passage proves that it is only an

invention of your own to call the Lord a creature. For the

Lord, knowing His own Substance to be the Only-begotten

Wisdom and Offspring of the Father, and other than things

made who are by nature creatures, says in love to man,

The Lord liuth. created Me a hegimvlng of His wcujs, as if to

say, " My Father hath prepai'ed for Me a body, and has

created Me for men in behalf of their salvation." For,

as when John says, Tlte Word was made flesh, we do not

the Vulgate. Athan. has preserved. to '"create" peers; and at Rome
Aquila's version in three other Cardinals of the Pope's making are

places, in Psalm xxx. 12, lix. 5, called his "creaturse." "Creatores,"

Ixv. 18. says Ducange, are those " qui ad
^ Thiis with us the Queen is said publica munera alios nominant."
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conceive the whole Word Himself to be flesh, but I'^l\J^^}:-'
II. § 46—47.

to have put on flesh and become man, and on

hearing, Christ hath become a curse for us, and He hath

made Him sin for us who Tciiew no sin, we do not simply

conceive this, that whole Christ has become curse and sin,

but that He has taken on Him the curse which lay against

us, (as the Apostle has said. Has redeem,ed us from the curse,

and has carried, as Esaias has said, our sins, and as Peter has

written, has home them in the hodij on the wood ;) so, if it is

said in the Proverbs He created, we must not conceive that the

whole Word is in nature a creature, but that He put on the

created body and that God created Him for our sakes, prepar-

ing for Him the created hodij, as it is written, for our sakes, that

in Him we might be capable of being renewed and made gods.

167. What then has deceived you, senseless, to call the

Creator a creature ? or whence did you purchase for you

this new thought, to make a brag of ? For the Proverbs

say He created, but they call not the Son creature, but

Offspring ; and, according to the distinction in Scripture

aforesaid of He created and "creature," they acknowledge,

what is by nature proper to the Son, that He is the Only-

bogotten Wisdom and Framer of the creatures ; and when

they say He created, they say it not in respect of His

Substance, but signify that He was becoming a beginning

of many ways ; so that He created is in contrast with Off-

sprimj, and His being the Be//ln/nn// of waijs "^ in contrast with

His being the Only-begotten Word. For if He is Offspring,

how call ye Him creature ? for no one says that he begets

what he creates, nor calls his proper offspring creatures

;

and again, if He is Only-begotten, how becomes He
beginning of the ivags ? for of necessity, if He was created a

'^ apxrjv oiiiov, and so in Justin's Iren. Hser. iv. 20, n. 3, Origen in

Tryph. 61. The Beued. Ed. in Joan. torn. i. 39, Tertull. adv.

loc. refers to a similar application Prax. 6, and Ambros. de Fid.

of the word to our Lord in Tatian iii. 7.

contr. Gent. 5, Athenag. Ap. 10,
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uuAP. XX. beginning of all things, lie is no longer alone, as

having those who were made after Hihi.

168. For Reuben, when he became a beginning of

children, was not only-begotten, but though in time indeed

first, still in nature and relationshi]) one among those who

came after him. Therefore, if the Word also is a heijliininij

of the ways, He must be such as the ways are, and the ways

must be such as the Word, though in point of time He
be created first of them. For the beginning too of a

body politic is such as are the other constituent parts of

the body, and the other parts too being joined to it,

make the polity whole and one, as the many members of

one body; nor does one part of it make, and another

come to be made and is subject to the former, but the

whole state equally has its government and constitution

from its maker. If then the Lord is in such sense created

as a heginning of all things, it would follow that He and

all other things together make up the unity of the creation,

and He neither differs from others, though He became the

heginning of all, nor is He Lord of them, though older in

point of time, for He has one and the same constitution

and ruler as the rest.

1G9. If then the Word be a men; creature, as you hold,

how can He be created sole and first at all, so as to be

beginning of all ? when it is plain from what has been said

that among the creatures nothing is of a constant nature and

of prior formation, but each has its generation with all the

rest, however it may excel others in glory. For as to the

separate stars or the great lights, not this appeared first

and that second, but in one day and by the same command,

they were all called into being. And such was the gene-

ration of the quadrupeds, and of Ijirds, and fishes, and

cattle, and plants ; such too was that of the human race

after God's Image ; for tliough Adam only was formed

out of the earth, yet in him were the conditions of the
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succession of the whole race. And from the visible
jf S48^49,

creation of the world, we clearly discern that His

invisible things also, heing understood hij the tilings that are

madp, do not stand each by itself ; for it was not first one

and then another, bnt all at once were constituted after their

kind. For the Apostle did not number individually, and

say " whether Angel, or Throne, or Dominion, or Authority,"

but he mentions together all according to their rank,

ivhether Angels, or Archangels, or PrincipaUties : for in this

way is the generation of the creatures. If then, as I have

said, the Word were creature, He must have been brought

into being, not first of them, bnt together with all the

other Powers, though in glory He excel the rest ever so

much. For so we find it to be in their case, that at once

they came to be, with neither first nor second, and they

differ from each other in glory, some on the right of the

throne, some all round, and some on the left, but one and

all praising and standing in service before the Lord.

170. Therefore, if the Word is a creature. He would not

be what I hold Him to be, the First and the Son

;

this, however, He can be, because, though He is the First,

it is not in point of substance that He is first ; otherwise,

then, certainly, as being the Beginning of all. He is simply

in the number of all. But if He is not such a beginning,

then neither is He a creature ; and indeed it is very plain

that the Word of God could not have been a beginning at

all towards us, unless He had been more than a beginning

in Himself.^ As I have said of Him, He diifers in substance

' He says that no one is really Hence it is both triie (as he

"a beginning" of creatures who says) that "if the Word is a

is not a creature
;
yet such a title creature, He is not a beginning ;

"

can and does belong to the Word. and yet that that "beginning,"

It is the name of an office which which by a condescension He
the Eternal Word alone can fill. began, is "in the number of the

His Divine Sonship is both su- creatures." Though He becomes

perior and necessary to the office the "beginning," He is not "a
of a "Beginning." It includes a beginning as to His SMfoi!a««;."

start as well as a commencement.
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Crap, XX. r^j^^j nature from the creatures, and is other than

they ; whereas of the only and True God, He is the

Likeness and Image, and the only one such. Hence He is not

classed with creatures in Scripture, but David rebukes those

who dare even to think of Him as such, saying, W/w anion//

the gods is like unto the Lord ? and Wlio is tike unto the Lord

among the sons of God? and Baruch, This is our God, and

another shall not be reckoned nu'fh Him. For the One creates,

and the rest are created ; and the One is the proper Word

and Wisdom of the Father's Substance, and through this

Word things which came to be, which before existed not,

were made. Your ^famous assertion then, that the Son is

a creature, is not true, but is your phantasy only ; nay,

Solomon convicts you of having these many times misin-

terpreted him. For he has not called Him creature, but

God's Offspring and Wisdom, saying God in Wisdom hath

estahlished the earth, and Wisdom ha.th Imilt her an house.

171. And the very passage in question proves your im-

piety : for it is written. The Lord created Me for the works :

where, observe. He does not say, "in order that I might

make the works," but speaks of them as already made. It

follows, unless His "creation" is an event later than His

original existence, that the works are older than He is, and

He found them in existence on His coming into being, and

that He was also brought into being for their sake. And if

so, how is He before all things notwithstanding ? and how

were all things made through Him and consist in Him ?

for behold, you say that the works consisted before Him,

for which He is created and sent. But it is not so ;
perish

the thought ! false is the supposition of the heretics. For

the Word of God is not creature, but Creator ; and says

in the manner of proverbs, ffe created Me only when He

put on created flesh.

172, And something besides may be understood from the

passage itself ; for, though He be Son and have God for His
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Father, (for He is His proper Offspring,) yet here
jf^go^fi.

He names the Father Lord ; not that He was ser-

vant, but because He took a servant's form. For it became

Him, on the one hand being the Word from the Father, to

call God Father ; for this is proper to son towards father ;

on the other, having come to finish the work, and taken a

servant's form, it became Him to name the Father Lord.

And this difference He Himself has taught by an apt dis-

tinction, saying in the Gospels, / thanlc Thee, Father, and

then, Lord of heaven and, earth. For He calls God His

Father, but of the creatures He names Him Lord ; as show-

ing clearly from these words, that, when He put on the

creature, then it was He called the Father Lord. And in

the prayer of David the Holy Spirit marks the same distinc-

tion, saying in the Psalms, Give Thij strent/th unto Th// Child,

and helj) the Son of Thine handmaid, and, though the word

child sometimes means "servant" as well, it must be recol-

lected that Isaac is in one place called xlbraham's child, and

the son of the Shunamite f/ount/ child. Child then and Son

of Thy ha.ndmaid are placed in contrast ; the natural and

true child of God with created nature. The one, as Son, has

the Father's might, but the rest are in need of salvation.

Reasonably then, we being servants, when He became as

we, He too calls the Father Lord, as we do ; and this He

did from love to man, that we too, being servants by

nature, and receiving the Spirit of the Son, might have

confidence to call Him by grace Father, who is by nature

our Lord. But as we, in caUing the Lord Father, do not

deny that servitude which is by nature, (for we are His

works, and it is He thai hath made us, and not ice ourselves,)

so when the Son, on taking the servant's form, says,

The Lord hath created Me a bef/iiunnff of His ways, let them

not deny the eternity of His Godhead, and that in the he-

ginniny iva,s the Word, and cdl thinys were made by Him,

and in Him all thinys were created.
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Chapter XXI.

Aiisu'or to objections from Scri])ture ; sixthlij, Proverbs

viii. 22.

CHAP. XXI. 273. For the passage in the Proverbs, as I have

said before, signifies, not the Substance, but the

manhood of the Word ; for if He says that He was created

for the irorlis, He thereby shows His intention of signifying,

not His Substance, but the Economy which took place for

His ivories, whieh comes second into existence. For things

which are in formation and creation are made specially that

they may be and may exist, and next they have to do what-

ever the Word bids them, as may be seen in the case of

things generally. For Adam was made, not that he might

work, but that first he might be man : for it was after

this that he received the command to work. And Noe

came hito being, not because of the ark, but that first he

might exist and become a man ; for after this he re-

ceived commandment to prepare the ark. And the Uke

will be found in every case on inquiring into it ;

—

thus the great Moses first was born a man, and next was

entrusted with the government of the people. Therefore

here too we must suppose the like ; for thou seest, that the

Word is not created in order to be, but la the beijinniiKj

was the Word, and He is afterwards created for the works

and the economy towards them. For before the works were

made, the Son was ever, nor was there yet need that He
should be created ; but when the works were created and

need arose afterwards of the Economy for their restoration,

then it was that the Word took upon Himself this conde-

scension and assimilation to the works ; which He has

shown us by the word Jle created. And through the

Prophet Esaias, wilUng to signify the like, He says again :

A/id now thus saith the Lord, wlto formed Me from the womb
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to he His servant, to (jathcr tonctJier Jacob unto ^^{f™-

Him and Israel, I shall be browjM to(jether and be

glorified before the Lord.

174. See here too, He is formed not tliat He may have

being, but in order to gather together the tribes, which

were in existence before He was formed. For as in the

former passage stands He created, so in this He formed;

and as there for the ivories, so here to gcdher together ; so

that in every point of view it appears that He created and

He formed are said after the Word tvas, and in order not

to His having existence, but to His undertaking an office.

For, as before that forming the tribes existed, for whose

sake He was formed, so does it appear that the works

existed, for which He was created. And when in tJis

beginning was the Word, not yet were the works, as I have

said before ; but when the works were made and the need

required, then He crceded was said ; and as if some son,

when servants were lost and in the hands of the enemy

by their own carelessness, and need was urgent, were sent

by his father to succour and recover them, and on setting

out were to put over him the like dress with them, and should

fashion himself as they, lest the capturers, recognising ^"^

him as the mastei', should take to flight and prevent his

descending to those who were hidden under the earth by

them ; and then were any one to inquire of him why

he did so, were to make answer, " My father thus formed

and prepared me for his works," while in thus speaking,

he neither implies that he is a servant nor one of the

works, nor speaks of the beginning of his generation, but of

the subsequent charge given him over the works,—in the

'° Vid. the well-known passage Basil (if Basil) Horn, in t. 2, App.

in S. Ignatius, ad Eph. 19, where p. 598, ed. Ben. and Jerome in

the Evil Spirit is said to have been Matt. i. 18, who quote it. Vid.

ignorant of the Virginity of Mary, also Leon. Serm. 22, 3. August,

and of the Nativity and the Death Trin. ix. 21. Clement, Eclog

of Christ ; Orig. Horn. 6, in Luc. Proph. p. 1002, ed. Potter.
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Chap. XXI. gg^j-^g ^y^y the Lord also, having put over Him
our flesh, and being found in fashion as a man, if

He were questioned by those who saw Him thus and marvelled,

would say, The Lord created Me the lieijinninij of His uhiijs

for His ivories, and He formed Me to gather together Israel.

175. This again the Spirit foretells in the Psalms, saying,

Thou didst set Him over the Works of Thine hands ; which

elsewhere the Lord signified of Himself, / am set as King

hy Him upon His hoJg hill of Sion. And as, when He
shone in the body upon Sion, He had not His beginning

of existence or of reign, but being God's Word and ever-

lasting King, He vouchsafed that His kingdom should

shine in a human way in Sion, that redeeming them and

us from the sin which reigned in them, He might bring

them under His Father's Kingdom, so, on being set for

the ivories. He is not set for things which did not yet exist,

but for such as already were and needed restoration. He

created, then, and He formed and He set, have the same

meaning, not denoting the beginning of His existence,

nor His substance as created, but that beneficent renova-

tion which He brought about for us. Accordingly,

though He thus speaks, yet He also taught us that He
Himself existed before this, when He said. Before Abraham

ivas made, I am ,• and When He irrepared the heavens, I was

present ivith Him ; and / was with Him disposing all things.

And as He Himself was before Abraham was made, and

Israel was made after Abraham, and plainly He exists

first and is formed afterwards, and His forming signifies,

not His beginning of being, but His taking manhood,

wherein also He collects together the tribes of Israel ; so,

as heiag always with the Fcdher, He Himself is Framer of

the creation, and His works are evidently later than Him-

self, and He created signifies not His beginning of being,

but the economy which took place for the works, which

He fulfilled in the flesh. For it became Him, as being
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En. I

ii. § 52
other than the works, nay rather their Framer, to En. ben.

take upon Himself their renovation, that, whereas

He is created for us, all things may be now created in

Him. For when He said He creafpd, He forthwith added

the reason, naming the um^ks, that His creation for the

works might signify His becoming man for their renova-

tion.

176. And this is usual with divine Scripture ;
^ for when it

signifies the fleshly generation of the Son, it adds also the

cause for which He became man ; but when He speaks or

His servants announce anything of His Godhead, all is said in

simple diction, and with an absolute sense, and without reason

being involved. For He is the Father's Radiance ; and as

the Father exists, but not for any reason, neither must we

seek the reason of the existence of that Radiance. Thus

it is written. In the heyiiiniiig was the Word, and the Word

was icith God, and the Word was God ; and the wherefore it

assigns not ; but when the Word was made flesh, then it

adds the reason why, saying. And dwelt among us. And

again the Apostle says. Who leing in the form of God, but

he has introduced no reason, till. He took on Him the form

of a servant; for then he continues. He humbled Himself

unto death, even the death of the cross; for it was for

this that He both became flesh and took the form of a

servant. And the Lord Himself has spoken many things

in proverbs ; but when giving us notices about Himself,

He has spoken absolutely : 7 in the Father and the Father

in Me, and / and the Father are one, and He that hath seen

Me, hath seen the Father, and / am the Light of the tvorld,

and / am the Truth ; not setting down in each case the

reason, nor the wherefore, lest He Himself should seem

second to those things for which He was made. Else, that

reason, without which He had not been brought into

' £0ocs(Tri 7-7^ 0ft^i ypa^^* and infr. tQoc, exovmjc, and Orat. iv. § 27,

n. 'J51, p. 380. And rijg ypafi^Q 33 ; and elsewhere.
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Chap. xxT...
]3gi,5g^ ^yQi^]f-[ nee(js ^^ke precedence of Him. Paul,

for instance, separated as an Apostle for the Gospel,

ivhich the Lord had promised afore hy the Prophets, was

thereby made subordinate to the Gospel, of which he was

made minister, and John, being chosen to |)repare the Lord's

way, was made subordinate to the Lord ; but the Lord,

not being made subordinate to any reason why He should

be Word, save only that He is the Father's Offspring and

Only-begotten Wisdom, when He becomes man, then assigns

the reason, wherefore He is about to bear flesh.

177. For the need of man precedes His becoming man,

apart from which He had not put on flesh. And what

the need was for which He became man, the Lord Him-
self thus signifies, / came down from heaven not to do Mine

oivn ivill, l)ut the will of Him that sent Me. And this is the

will of Him which hath sent Me, that of all which He hath

given Me, I should lose nothing, hut should raise it up again

at the last day. And this is the tvill of My Father, that

every one luhich seeth the Son and helieveth on Him may have

everlasting life, and I will raise Him up at the last day.

And again : / am come a light into the uwrld, that ivhosoever

helieveth on Me should not abide in darkness. And again

He says : To this end was I horn, and for this cause came

I into the world, that I should hear witness unto the

truth. And John has written : For this was ynanifested the

iSon of God, that He might destroy the ivorhs of the devil.

To give a witness then, and for our sakes to undergo

death, to raise man up and undo the works of the devil,

the Saviour came, and this is the reason of His incarnate

presence. For otherwise a resurrection had not been, un-

less there had been death ; and how had death been, unless

He had had a mortal body ?

178. This the Apostle, learning from Him, thus sets forth :

Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and

hlood, He also Himself likewise took part of the same ; that
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throwjk deatk He mlijld destroy Idtn thai had the ^\'^^%
potver of death, tliat is, the devil, and deliver them

who through fear of death ivere all their life-time subject to

bondage. And, Since by man came death, by man came tdso

the resurrection of the dead. And again, For what the Law
could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God,

sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful jtesh, and for

sin condemned sin in the flesh ; that the righteousness of the

Law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh but

after the Spirit. And John says, For God sent not His Son

into the world to condemn the world, but that the world

through Him might be saved. And again, the Saviour has

spoken in His o^vn person, For judgment am I come into this

ivorld, that they who see not might see, and thcd they which

see might be made blind. Not for Himself then, l)ut for onr

salvation, and to abolish death, and to condemn sin, and to

give sight to the blind, and to raise up all from the dead,

therefore has He come ; but if not for Himself He has

come, but for us, Ijy consequence not for Himself but for

us is He created. But if not for IHniself is He created, but

for us, then is He not Himself a creature, l)ut, as having

put on our flesh, He uses such language.

179. And that tliis is the sense of the Scriptures we may

learn from the Apostle, who says in his Epistle to the

Ephesians, Having broken down the middle wall of partition

between us, having abolished in His flesh the enmitg, even the

law of commandments contained in ordinances, to create in

Himself of twain one new man, so making peace. But if in

Him the twain are created, and these are in His body,

reasonably then, bearing the twain in Himself, He is as if

Himself created ; for those who were created in Himself

hath He made one, and He was in them, as if they. And

thus, the two being created in Him, He may say suitably,

The Lord ludh created Me. For as by receiving our in-

firmities. He is said to be infirm Himself, though not Him-

X
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cuAr. XXI. gyif infirm (for He is the power of God, uud as

lie became sin for us and a cm'se, tliough not having

sinned Himself, but because He Hhnself bare our sins aud

our curse), so, by creating us iu Himself let Him say, He

created Me for the uwrJcs, though not Himself a creature.

180. For if, as they hold, the Substance of the Word

being of created nature, therefore it is that He says, 7%/ Lord

created Me, as Ijeing a creature. He was not created for us
;

but if He was not created for us, we are not created in Him ;

and, if not created in Him, we have Him not iu ourselves but

externally ; as, for instance, as receiving instruction from

Him as from a teacher. And, it being so with us, sin has not

lost its reign over the flesh, being inherent and not cast out

of it. But the Apostle opposes such a doctrine a little

before when he says. For we are His workitianship, created

ill Chrid Jesus ; and if in Christ we are created, then it

is not He of whom creation is predicated, but of us in Him ;

aud the words He created are for our sake. For because of

our need, the Word, though being Creator, bore to receive

appellations which are used of things under creation ; which

are not proper to Him, as being the Word, but are ours who

are created in Him. And as, since the Father is always, so is

His Word, and as being always, says, / tvas daily His delight,

rejoiciiKj always before Him, and / am in the Father and lite

Father in Me ; so, when for our need He became man, con-

sistently does He use our language, as ourselves. The Lord

hath created Me, that by His dwelling in the flesh, sin

might perfectly be expelled from the flesh, aud we might

have our mind free. For what ought He, when made man,

to say ? " In the beginning I w^as man ? " this were neither

suitable to Him nor true ; and as it beseemed not to say

this, so it is natural and proper in the case of man to say,

He created and He made Him.

181. On this account then the reason is added of He created,

namely, the need of the works ; and where the reason is



AGAINST AEIANISM. • 323

added, that reason happily explains the passage, ^^'.^^^j

Thus here, when He says He created, He sets -

down the reason, the works ; on the other hand, when He
signifies absolutely His generation from the Father, straight-

way He adds, Urfare all the hilts He hejets Me ; but He dues

not add the " wherefore," as in the case of He created, when
He says, for the works, but He says absohitely. He begets

Me, as in the passage. In the beijinning was the Word. For,

though no works had been created, still the Word of God
was, and the Word loas God. And His becoming man would

not have taken place, had not the need of men become a

cause. The Son then is not a creature.

Chapter XXII.

Answer to ohjectioiis from Scripture ; sixthly, Proverhs

viii. 22.

182. For had He been a creature. He had not said, He
begets Me, for the creatures are from without, and are

works of the Maker ; but the Offspring is not from with-

out as a work, but from the Father, and belongs to His

Substance. Wherefore they are creatures, but He God's

Word and Only-begotten Son. Certainly, Moses did not

say of the creation, " In the beginning He begat ; " nor

" In tlte beyiiuiiny " was, but In the beginning God created

the heaven and the earth. Nor did David say in the Psahu,

Thy hands have " begotten me," but made me and fashio)ied

me, everywhere applying the word made to the creatures,

but to the Son contrariwise ; for He has not said " I made,"

but / begat, and He begets Me, and My heart has burst with

a good Word. And in the instance of the creation, I/i the

beginning He made ; but in the instance of the Son, In the

beginning was the Word.

183. And there is tliis difference, that the creatures are

x2
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uo. xsii. niade upon and after the beginning, and have a

lx3ginning of existence connected witli an interval

;

wherefore also what is said of them, In the hetjiiiniiitj He made,

is as much as saying of them, " From the beginning He

made : "—as the Lord, knowing what He had made, has

taught, when He shamed the Pharisees, with the words. He

ivho made themfrom the beijinniiKi, made them male andfemale

;

for from some beginning, when they were not yet, were the

works brought into being and created. This too the Holy

Spirit has signiiied in the Psalms, saying, Thou, Lord, at

the beijinniny hast laid the foundation of the earth ; and agaui,

think upon Thij congreijatioii. whicJi Thou hast inurhased

from the beginninn ; now it is plain that what takes place at

the beginning has a beginning of creation, and that from

some beginning God purchased His congregation. And
that In the beginniny He made, from His saying nuide, means
" began to make," Moses himself shows by saying, after the

completion of all things. And God blessed the seventh day

and sanctified it, because that in it He had rested from all

His work which God began to make. Therefoi'e the creatures

began to be made ; but the Word of God, not having that

from which a begiiniing comes, did not begin to be, nor

begin to come to be, but was ever. And the works have their

beginning in their making, and their beginning precedes

their coming to be ; but the Word, not being of things

which come to be, rather comes to be Himself tiie Franier

of those which have a beginning. And the being of things

made is measured l)y their becoming, and from some begin-

ning doth God begin to make them through the Word,

that it may be known that they were not before their gene-

ration ; l)ut the Word has His being in no other l)egin-

ning—that is, origin—than the Father, whom they allow to

be uuoriginate, so that He too exists unoriginately in the

Father, being His Offspring, and not His creature. Thus

does divine Scripture recognise the difference between the
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Offspvin£y and tliino-s made, and show that the .^^,^'^^-
i

~
'^ '

11. § 57—58.

Offsprine; is a Son, not be2;nn from any beghining,

but eternal ; but that the thing made, as an external work

of the Maker, began to come into being. John therefore,

delivering divine doctrine aliout the Son, and knowing the

difference of the phrases, said not, " In the beginning became"

or " was made," but Tn tlio hpfiinniiiii iras the Word ; that

w(; might understand " OfTs]iriug " by ?/v^s•, and not account

of Him by intervals, lint believe the Son always and eter-

nally to exist.

184. x\nd with these proofs, why, Arians, misunder-

stand the passage in Deutei'onomy, and thus venture a fresh

act of impiety against the Lord, saying that " He is a

work," or "creature," or indeed "offspring"? for offspring

and work you take to mean the same thing ; but here too yon

shall be shown to be as unlearned as you are impious. Your

first ])assage is this, Ts not He tluf Fatlior thai hath Imajht

Ih.op ? Iidtli He not made thee and created thee ? And shortly

after in the same Song he says, Of the God that hetjat thee

thoa art unmindful., and. hast forgotten God that nourished

thee. Now the meaning conveyed in these passages is very

remarkable ; for he says not first He heijat, lest that term

should be taken as indiscriminate with He made, and these

men should have a pretence for saying, " Moses tells us

indeed that God said from the beginning, Let ns maJce

man, but he soon after says himself. Of the God that begat

t/iee thou art immindfuJ, as if the terms were indifferent ;

for offspring and work are the same." Not so, for after the

words l)oui/ht and >na/Ie, he has added last of all I>e//at, that

the sentence might carry its own interpretation ; for in the

word m/fdr he accurately denotes what belongs to men by

nature, namely, to be works and things made ; but in the

word l)e//at he shows (lod's loving-kindness exercised towards

men after He had created them. And since they were un-

grateful upon this, thereupon Moses reproaches them, saying
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ch. xxit.
|^,.gt^^ j)f^ yf, fj^^f^ ipquito the Lord ? and then adds,

h not He thy Father that hath twuf/ht thee?

Hath, He not made thee (did created tti.ee ? And next he

says, They mcmificed unto deril.'>, not to God, to yod.s tvhom

they knew '^'^U ^^ i>''<^' !lo<f^ wtiom your fathers Iniew not ; of t/ie

God th/d beyat tlt.ee thou, art irnmindfaL For God not only

created them to be men, bnt called them to be sons, as

havino; begotten them. FoV the term tn-yat is here as else-

where expressive of a son, as He says by the Prophet, T ha.ve

heyotten sons and exalted tliem ; and generally, when Scriptnre

wishes to signify a son, it does so, not by the term rrc(ded,

bnt nndonbtedly by the term hey(d.

185. And this John seems to say. He yare to tliem -power

to heeome ctiildren of God, even to tliem tiad t)etirve on His

N((m.e ; vjhirh were lieyotten not of Idood, nor of tlie wdl of

the ftesli, nor of the n'ill of man, livf of God. And here too

a cantions distinction is appositely obser\e(l, for first he

says herome, because they are not called sons by nature ])ut

by adoption ; then he says were heyotten, because like the

Jews they bad altogether received the name of son, though

the chosen people, as says the Prophet, reheUed ayainst

their Benefactor. And this is God's kindness to man,

that of whom He is Maker, of them according to grace

T[e afterwards becomes Father also ; that is, becomes such

when men. His creatures, receive into their hearts, as the

Apostle says, the Spirit of His Son, rryiny, Abba, F(dher.

And these are they who, having received the Word, gained

power from Him to become sons of God ; for they could

not l)ecome sons, being by nature creatures, otherwise

than by receiving the Spirit of the natural and true Son.

Wherefore, that this miglit be, Tiie Word became fesh, that

He might make man capable of godhead.

18(5. This same meaning may be gained also from the

Prophet Malachi, who says. Hath not One God created vs ?

Have we not all one Fattier ? for first he puts created, next
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Father, to show, as the other writers, that from jj^'fv,^^^

the beo-inning we were creatures by nature, and

God is our Creator tlirough the Word ; but afterwards we

were made sons, and thenceforward God the Creator becomes

our Father also. Therefore, the word Father has a relation

towards a Son, and a Son, and not a creature, is related

towards a Father. Tliis passage also proves, that we

are not sons by nature, but it is the Son who is in us ; and

again, that (Jod is not our Father by nature, but of that

Word in us, in whom and l)ecause of whom we cry, Ahha,

Father. And so in like manner, the Father calls them

sons in whomsoever He sees His own Son, and says, /
heijat ; since begetting is significant of a Son, and making

is indicative of the works. And thus it is that we are

not begotten first, but made ; for it is written, Let Us

make man ; l)ut afterwards on receiving the grace of the

Spirit, we are said thenceforth to be begotten also
;

just

as the great Moses in his Song with an apposite meaning

says first He Iwvght, and afterwards He heyat ; lest, hearing

He hejiat, they might forget that nature of theirs which

was from the beginning ; but that they might know that

from the beginning they are creatures, but when accord-

ing to grace they are said to be begotten, as sons, still no

less than before are men Avorks according to nature.

187. And that creature and offspring are not the same,

but differ from each other in nature and the signification

of the words, the Lord Himself shows even in tlie Proverbs,

for having said. The Lord liatJi, created Me a bet/mniiaj of

Hh VHiys ; He has added, /hit before all the hills He he//rtf

Mo. If then the Word were by nature and in His

Substance a creature, and there were no difference between

offspring and creature. He would not have added. He begat

Me, but had been satisfied with He created, as if that terra

implied He begat; but, as the case stands, after saying, He

created Me a begiiming of His wags for His works, He has
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cii. XXII. added, not simply hpfiat Mo, but has connected it

with the conjunction Buf, as o-uarding- thereby

the term created, when He says, Buf before all the kills He
begat Me. For begat Me succeeding in such close connection

to created Me, makes the meaning one, and shows that created

is said with an object ; not so begat Me, wliich is therefore

prior to created 3fe. For as, if He had said the reverse, " The
Lord begat Me," and went on, " But before tlie hills He
created Me," created had certainly preceded begat ; so having

said first created, and then added But before all the tiilh He
begat Me, He necessarily shows that l)egat preceded created.

For in saying. Before all He begat Me, He intimates that

He is other than all things ; it having been shown to be

true in an earlier place in this book, that no one creature

was made before another, but all things that were made
subsisted at once together upon one and the same com-

mand. Therefore neither do the words Avhich follow

created also follow begat Me ,- but in the case of created is

added beginning of arrgfi, lint of begat Me, He says not,

" He begat me as a bcgimiing," but before rdl He begat

Me. But He who is before all is not a beginning of all,

but is other than all ; but if other than all, (in which
" all " the beginning of all is included,) it follows that He
is other than the creatures ; and it becomes a clear point,

that the Word, being other tlian all things and before all,

afterwards is created a beginning of the ivays for works,

because He became man, that, as the Apostle has said, He
who is the Beginniag and First-born from the dead, in all

tilings might liave the pre-eminence.

188. Such then being the difference between created and

begat Me, and l)etween tmjinning of ways and l)efore all,

God, being Creator first, next, as has been said, becomes

Father of men, because of His Word dwelling in

them. But in the case of the Word the reverse ; for

God, being His Father by nature, becomes afterwards both
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His Creator and Maker, when the "Word puts on
ij^^go^^*.

that flesh which was created and made, and liecomes

man. For, as men, receiving the Spirit of the Son, become

children through Him, so the Word of God, when He

Himself puts on the flesh of man, then is said both to be

created and to have been made. If then we are by nature

sons, then is He l)y nature creature and work ; but if we

become sons by adoption and grace, then has the Word also,

wheii in grace towards us He became man, said. The Lord

hath rroatod Mo.

189. And now I come to that further truth which is implied

in His being " beginning of ways." When ?Ie put on a

created nature and became like us in body, reasonably was

He therefore called both our Brother and First-born. For

though it was after us that He was made man for us, and

our brother by similitude of body, still He is therefore

called and is the Fir^t-1)orii of us, because, all men being

lost according to the transgression of Adam, His flesh

before all others was saved and liberated, as being the

Word's Body ; and henceforth we, becoming incorporate

with It, are saved after Its pattern. For in It the Lord

becomes our guide to the Kingdom of Heaven and to His

own Father, saying, / am the Way and the Donr, and
'* through Me all must enter." Whence also is He said

to be First-born from the dead, not that He died before us,

for we had died first ; but because having undergone death

for us and abolished it, He was the first to rise, as man,

for our sakes raising His own Body. Henceforth He

having risen, we too, from Him, and because of Him, rise

in due course from the dead.

190. But if He is also called First-born of the creation,

still this is not as if He were levelled to the creatures, and

only first of them in point of time, (for how should that

be since He is Only-henotten ?) but it is because of the

Word's condescension to the creatures, according to which
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CH. XXII. jje Y^r^l\^ become the Brother of many. For the— term Only-hefjotten is used where there are no

brethren, but First-horn is used because of brethren. Ac-

cordingly it is nowhere written of Him in the Scriptures,

" the first-born of God," any more than " the creature of

God ; " but it is by Onhj-lmjotfen and Son and Word and

Wisdom, that He is related and belongs to the Father. Thus,

Wo have sppn His (jlory, the (jlory as of flip Only-hpyoftpn of

thp Faihor ; and God sent His Only-hpgottpn Son ; and

Lord^ ^ky Word mdurpth for ever; and /h the beyinniny was

thp Word, and the Word ims ivith God; and Christ the

Power of God and the Wisdom of God; and This is

My beloved Son ; and Thou art the Christ, the Son of

thp Liriny God. But First-horn, if used of Him, implied the

descent to the creation ; for of it has He been called first-born ;

and Hp (TPatpd Me implies the Son's grace towards the works,

for for them is He created. If then He is Only-begotten,

as indeed He is, First-born needs some explanation ; but if

He be literally First-born, then He is not Only-l)egotten.

For the same cannot be both Only-begotten and First-

born, except in different relations ;—that is. Only-begotten,

liecause of His generation from the Father, as has been

said ; and First-born, because of His condescension to the

creation and the brotherhood which He has made with

many. Certainly, those two terms being inconsistent with

each other, one sliould say that the attribute of being Only-

begotten has justly the preference in the instance of the

Word, in that there is no other Word, or other Wisdom,

l)ut He alone is very Son of the Father.

191. Moreover, as was before said, not under circum-

stances which account for it, but absolutely, it is said of

Him, ttie Only-bpyottpn Son vJio is in the bosom of the

Father; but the word First-horn has the creation as a

circumstance to account for it, for Paul proceeds to say,

For in Hun all thiiiys were created. But if all the creatures
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ii. § fi2—63.

and is not a creature, but the Creator of the crea-

tures. Not then l)ecause He was from the Father was He

called Firsf-bor/i, but l)ecause in Him the creation came into

being ; and as before the creation He was the 8on, through

whom was the creation, so also before He was called the

Firat-born of the whole creation not the less was the Word

Himself with Ood and the Word was God.

192. Yet they go about saying, "If He is First-l)orn of

all creation, it is plain that He too is one of the creation."

Men without understanding ! if He is simply First-born of

the whole (reation, as we say, then He is, by the contrast in-

volved in the word " whole," other than the whole creation ;

for He says not " He is First-born by comparison as being

above the rest of the creatures, and thereby among them

and one of them," but it is written, of the whole creation,

in order that He may appear other than the creation itself.^

Reuben, for instance, is not said to be first-born of all the

children of Jacob, which would imply his being external

to them, but of Jacol) himself and his brethren ; lest he

should be thought to be some other beside the children of

Jacob. If then the Word also were one of the creatures,

Scripture would have said that He was First-born of other

2 Hero tho Greok idiom must also 7rX«iVr>)i' »j tfiirpoffOti' i'iov<riav

be kept in view, which differs 3 Machab. vii. 21. As in tho

from the English. As the English comparative, to obviate this ox-

comparative, so tho Greek super- elusion, we put in the word other

lative implies or admits the exelu- (ante alios immanior omnes), so

sion of the subject of which it is too in tho Greek superlative, " So-

used, from the things with which crates is wisest of all the heathen."

it is contrasted. Thus " Solomon Athanasius then says in this

is wiser than the heathen," im- passage, that "first-born of

plies of course that he was not a creatures " implies that our Lord

heathen : but the Greeks can was not a creature, whereas it is

say, " Solomon is wisest of the not said of Him " first-born of

heathen, " or according to Milton's brethren," lest He should be ex-

imitation, "the fairest of her eluded from men, Init "first-born

daughters Eve." Vid. as regards among brethren," where amoncj

the very word Trpwrof. John i. 1.5
;

is equivalent to otlier.

and supr. p. 288, [ii. § 30, ed. Ben.]



332 THREE insrOFTlSES OF ATTIANASrUS

cn. XXII. creatures ; as spcakino; of His manliood, the Apostle

says amoiui many hrpfliren. But now the sacred

writers saying that He is First-born of the whole creation^ the

Son of God is plainly shown to be other than the whole creation

and not a creature. For if He is a creature, He will be

First-born of Himself. How then is it possible for Him to

be before and after Himself ? next, if He is a creature, and

the whole creation throuii'h Him came into existence, and in

Him consists, liow can He both create the creation and be

one of the things which arc in Him created ?

103. Such a notion being simply extravagant, it is

certain that He is First-liorn amo/i// man// t>re/h/r/i in His

relation to the flesh, and First-Jwra from, the dead, because

the resurrection of the dead is from Him and after Him ;

and Flrst-liorn of the irhole creation, because of the Father's

love to man, which brought it to pass that in His Word

not only all tidnijs ronsiM, but that the creation itself, of

which the Apostle speaks, iraiting for the manifestation of

the sons of God, shall be delivered one time from the bondage

of corruption into the (jlorinus libertii of the children of God.

Of this creation thus set free, the Lord will be Firet-born,

both of it and of all those who become its children, that

by His being named first, those that come after Him may

abide, as all depending on the Word as a beginning.

194. And I think that these men themselves will be

shamed by this consideration : if the case stands not as we

have said, but as they would rule it, viz., that He is First-born

of ttie irhole creation as being in His substance a creature

among creatures, let them reflect that they will be con-

ceiving of Him as brother and fellow of the things without

reason and life. For of the whole creation these also are

parts ; and the First-lwrn, in the sense they wish to take

the word, must be first indeed in point of time, but only in

this respect, being in kind and similitude tlie same with all.

How then can they say this without exceeding all measures
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of impiety ? For it is evident to all, that neither
jf ,'

J'!i!^'4

for Himself, as if a creature, nor as having any

connection according to suijstance with the whole creation,

has He been called First-born of it ; but because the Word,

when at the beginning He framed the creatures, condescended

to things which were to have a ])eginning, or to be made,

that it might be possible for them to come into beiug.^

For they could not have endured His absolute nature and

His splendour from the Father, unless, condescending by the

Father's love for man. He had supported them and taken

hold of them and brought them into substance ; and next,

because, by this condescension of the Word, the creation too

is made a son through Him, that He might be in all respects

First-born of it, as has been said, both in creating the world,

and also in being brought into it for the sake of all therein.

For so it is written, When He hringeth the First-born into

the world, He saitli. Let all the Amjeh of God ivorship Him.

Let Christ's enemies hear and tear themselves in pieces

because it is His coming into the world which gives Him
the name of First-born of all ; and thus the Son is the

Father's OnUj-begotten, because He alone is from the

Father, and He is the First-born of creation, because of

tliis adoption in Him of all creatures as sons.*

1*J5. And as He is First-born among brethren and rose

from the dead, the first fruits of them that slept ; so, since

it became Him in all things to be first, therefore He is

created a Beginning of wags, that we, setting out thereon

and entering through Him who says, / am the Way and

' He does not here say with not ;is something external to Him
Asteriu.s that God coiild not (in spite of the distinction between

create man immediately, for the (^«i and tv, in Illml super omnia}.

"Word is God, but that He did not ^ Ouly-beguttcn, when predi-

ereate him without at the same cated of the Son, is a word of

time infusing a grace or presence nature, and First-born a term of

from Himself into his creatiire office. Hence the former was
so as to enable it to endure His His from eternity, the latter only

external plastic hand ; in other from creation,

words, that it was created in Him,
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f]i^(, jjQQf^ and partaking of the knowledge of the

Father, may also hear the words, Blessed are the

undefiled in the Way, and Blessed are the jmre in heart, for

they shall see God. And He is Beyiiiiiiiiy of loays, Ixicause

when the first way, which was through Adam, was lost, and

in place of paradise we deviated into death, and heard the

word. Dust thou art, and unto dust shall thou return, there-

fore the Word of God, who loves man, puts on Him created

flesh at the Father's will, that whereas the first man had

made it dead through the transgression, lie Himself might

quicken it in the blood of His proper Body, and might open

for us a ivay new and living, as the Apostle says, throuijh

the veil, that is to say. His flesh. This he signifies else-

where thus. Wherefore if any man be in Christ, he is a

new creation ; old things are passed away, behold, all things

are become new. But if a new creation has taken place,

some one must be first of tliis creation ; mere man then,

made of earth only, such as we are become from the

transgression, could not be he. For in the first crea-

tion men had become unfaithful, and through them that

first creation had been lost ; and there was need of some

one else to renew the first, and to preserve what was

renewed.

19G. Therefore from love to man none other than the

Lord, the beginning of the new creation, is created as the

Way, and consistently says. The Lord created Me a beginning

of ways for His works ; that man might no longer pass his

lifetime according to that first creation, but, there beuig a

beguming of a new creation, and in it the Christ a be-

ginning of ways, we might follow Him henceforth, while He
says to us, / am the Wag : as the blessed Apostle teaches

in his Epistle to the Colossians, saying, He is the Head of

the body, the Church, who is the Beginning, the First-born

from the dead, that in cdl things He might have the pre-

eminence. For if, as has been said, because of the resur-
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rection from the dead, He is called a bei'imiiiii'', ..^",.-?'^^!;.

and then a resurrection took place when He, bearing

our flesh, had given Himself to death for us, it is evident

that His words. He created Me a heifmniny of ways, is in-

dicative not of His substance, but of His bodily pi'esence.

For, as death belonged to the body, so in like manner to

the bodily presence arc the words proper. The Lord created Me
a heginniiig of His ways. For since the Saviour was thus

created according to the flesh, and had become a beginning

of things to be new created, and possessed the first fruits of

our race, viz., that human flesh which Ho took to Himself,

therefore after Him, as is fit, is created also the people to

come, David saying, This shall be written for another yeiiera-

tion, and the people that sJudl he created shall praise the Lord.

And again in the twenty-first Psalm, They shcdl come, and

the heavens shall declare His riyhteousness, unto a people that

shcdl be born whom the Lord hath made. For we shall no

more hear. In the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalf

surely die bat, Where I am, there ye shall be also ; so that

we may say. We are His ivorkmanship, created unto yood

v/orks,

l'J7. And again, since God's work, that is, man, though

created perfect, has become wanting through the trans-

gression, and dead in sin, and it was unbecoming that the

work of God should remain imjjerfect, (hence all the

saints beseech concerning tliis, for instance in the hun-

dred and tliirty-seventh Psalm, saying. The Lord shcdl make

good His loviny-kindness towards me ; despise not then the

works of Thine own hands ;) therefore the perfect Word of

God puts around Him an imperfect body, and is said to

be created for the works ; that, paying the debt in our

stead. He might, by Himself, perfect what was wanting to

man. Now immortality was wanting to him, and the way

to paradise. This then is what our Saviour says, / have

glorified Thee o?i the earth, I have perfected the work ivhich
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c'H. XXII. 2I10U (jarest Me to do ; and again, The works ivhidi

the Father hath ijiceit Me to perform, lite .same works

that T do, bear witness of Me ; but the ivories He here says

that the Father had given Him to perfect, are those for

which He is created, saying in the Proverbs, Tlie Lord hath

created Me a heijmniuij of His waijs, for His works ; for it

is all one to say. The Father hath ijiven Me the works, and

The Lord liath created Mefor the works.

198. When then received He the works to perfect,

God's enemies 't for this also will throw light on He

created. H ye say, " At the beginning when He brought

them into being out of what was not," this is not true ;

for they were not yet made ; whereas He appeal's to speak

as undertaking what was already in being. Nor is it pious

in answer to refer to a time previous to the Word's

becoming flesh, lest His coming should thereupon seem

superfluous, since for the sake of these works that coming

took place. Therefore it remains for us to say that when

He became man, then He took the works. For then He

perfected them, by healing our wounds and vouchsafing to

us the resurrection from the dead. But if, when the

Word became flesh, then were committed to Him the works,

plainly when He became man, then also is He created for the

works. Not of His substance then is this phrase " He created'"

indicative, as has many times been said, but of His bodily

coming into being. For then, because God's works were

become imperfect and mutilated from the transgression. He

is said in respect to the body to be created ; that by per-

fecting them and making them whole, He might present

the Church unto the Father, as the Apostle says, not havinij

spot or wrinkle or an/j such tliiny, but Itohj and without blemish.

Mankind then is i^erfected in Him and restored, as it was

made at the beginning, nay, with greater grace. For, on

rising from the dead, we shall no longer fear death, but

shall ever reiirn in Christ in the heavens.
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11)9. And tliis has been done, since tlic projx;!'
jf^'ef^gg

Word of God Himself, who is from the Father, has

pnt on the flesh, and become man. For if, lieinj]^ a creatnre,

He luid become man, man had remained jnst what he was,

not joined to God ; for how had a work been joined to the

Creator by a work ? or what sncconr had come from like to

like, when one as well as the other needed it ? And how,

were the Word a creatnre, bad He power to nndo God's

sentence, and to remit sin, whereas it is written in the

Prophets that this is God's doing ? For who is a God like

unto Thpp, that pardoneth imquily^ and pasfteth hy transfires-

sion? For whereas, God having said, iJnM thou art, and unto

dust shalt thou return, men liave become mortal, how tlien

could things which were created nndo sin ? but the Lord is

He who has undone it, as He says Himself, Unless the So?i

shall make you free ; and the Son, who made free, has shown

in truth that He is no creature, nor one of things brought

into lieing, but the proper Word and Image of the Father's

Substance, who at the beginning sentenced, and alone re-

mitteth sins. For since by the Word it was said. Dust thou

art, and unto dust tliou shall return, suitably it is througli

the Word Himself and in Him that tlie freedom and the

undoing of the condemnation has come to pass.

200. " Yet," they say, " su]iposing the Saviour were a

creature, God surely l)y speaking the word only could

undo the curse." And so another will tell them in like

manner, "Without His incarnation at all, God was able just

to speak and undo the curse ; " ])ut we must consider what

was expedieut for mankind, and not what simply is possible

with God. He could have destroyed, before the ark of

Noah, the then transgressors ; but He did it after the ark.

He could too, without Moses, have spoken the word only,

and have brought the people out of Egypt ; but it j^rofited

to do it through Moses. And God was a])le without the

judges to save His people ; but it was profital)le for the

Y
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cn. xxTi. people tliat for a season jnd<;"cs slionld lie raised

up to them. The Saviour too miti'ht have come

among us from tlie beginuinw, or on His coming miglit not

have been delivered to Pilate ; but He came al the ftfltwss

of the cujcfi, and only when sought for said, / (mi He. For

what He does, that is profitable for men, and was not fitting

in any other way ; and what is profitable and fitting, for

^that He provides. Accordingly He came, not thai Ha mvjht

he minMfirod unto, hnt that He mvjht miimtei; and might

work our salvation. Certainly He was able to speak the

Law from heaven, but He saw that it was expedient to men
for Him to speak from Sinai ; and this He did, that it

might be possible for Moses to go up, and for them, hearing

the word near them, the rather to believe. Moreover, with

what good reason He acted may be seen thus : if God had

simply spoken, because that was in His power, and so the

cxirse had been undone, the power had been showni of Him
who gave the w^ord, but man, though restored to what

Adam was before the transgression, had received grace

oidy from without,^ and not had it united to his body

;

such would he have been, but, so restored to Paradise,

perhaps be had become worse, l)ecause he had learned to

transgress. Such then l)eing his condition, had he again

been seduced by the serpent, there had been fresh need for

God to give command and undo the curse ; and thus the

need had become interminable, and men had remained

under guilt not less than before, as being enslaved to sin ;

and ever sinning, would have ever needed one to pardon

them, and had never become free, being in flesh themselves,

and ever worsted by the Law because of the infirmity of

the flesh.

201. Again, if the Sou were a creature, man had remained

mortal as before, not being joined to God ; for a creature

5 Vid. Append. Grace.
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would not have ioined creatures to God, as itself ..^l'-,.^"''!!-

seeking what would join them ; nor could any

portion of the creation have been the creation's salvation, as

needing salvation itself. To provide against this also. He
sends His own Son, who becomes Son of Man by taking

created flesh ; that, since all men were under sentence of

death. He, being other than them all, might Himself for all

offer to death His own body ; and that henceforth, all having

died in Him, the word of that sentence might be accomplished,

(for all died in Clirist,) and that all through Him might there-

upon become free from sin and from the curse which came

upon sin, and might truly abide for ever, risen from the

dead and clothed in immortality and incorruption. For,

the Word beiiig clothed in the flesh, as has many times

been explained, every wound which the serpent had in-

flicted was absolutely staunched ; and whatever evil sprang

from the motions of the flesh henceforth was cut away, and

with these death also was abolished, the companion of sin,

as the Lord Himself says, The 'prince of thin /forld eometh, and

findefh. notldng in Mo ; and For this end ivas He manifested,

as John has written, that He might destroy the ?rorJiS of the

devil. And these being destroyed from out the flesh, we

all were thus liberated as regards our relationship with

that flesh, and henceforward are joined, even we, to the

AVord. And being joined to God, no longer have we earth

for our home ; but, as He Himself has said, where He is

there shall we be also ; and henceforward we shall fear no

longer the serpent, for he was brought to nought when he

was assailed by the Saviour in the flesh, and heard Him
say. Get thee behind Me, Sata?i, and thus he is cast out of

paradise into the eternal fire. Nor shall we have to watch

against woman" seducing us, for in the resurrection they

neither marry nor are given in marriage, hut are as the

" i.e., as in the instance of Eve.

Y 2
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ch. xxii. Anf/fh ; and in ChrisL Jesus it sliall be a now

creation, and neifher male nor female, huf all and

in all Christ; and where Christ is, wliat fear, what danger

can still happen ? But this would not have come to pass

had the Word been a creature ; for with a creature the devil,

himself a creature, would have ever continued the battle, and

man, bein2; between the two, had been ever in peril of death,

not having one in whom and through whom he might be

joined to God and delivered from all fear.

202. Whence truth shows us that the Word is not of the

things which came into being, but I'athei- is Himself theii'

Framcr. For therefore did He assume the body created

and human, that having renewed it as its Framcr, He

might deify it in Himself, and thus might introduce

us all into the kingdom of heaven after His likeness.

For man had not been made god anew if joined to a

creature, nor unless the Son w^ere very God ; nor had man

stood in the Father's jirescnce unless it had been His

natural and true Word who stood clad in that body which

l)elonged to man. And, as we had not been freed from sin

and the curse, had it not been human flesh in its nature

which the Word put on, (for we should have liad nothing

common with what was foreign,) so also man had not been

made god, unless the Word who became man had in His

nature been from the Father and true and proper to

Him. For therefore was the union such, in order that He

might unite what is man by nature to Him who is in the

nature of the Godhead, and man's salvation and deification

might be sure. Therefore, let those who deny that the

Son is from the Father by nature and proper to His Sub-

stance, deny also that He took true human flesh of Mary

Ever-Virgin ; for in neither case had it been of profit to

us men, whether the Word were not true and naturally

Son of God, or the flesh not true which He assumed. But

surely He took true flesh, though Valentinus rave ; and
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the Word was by luiture Very Ciod, tliough Alio-
j^^gg^^l^,

maniacs rave ; and in that flesh He has become the

beginning of our new creation, He being created man for our

sake, and having made for us that new way, as has been said.

203. The Word then is neitlier creature nor work ; for

" creatm-e," " thing made," " work," are all one ; and were

He creature and thing made, He would also be a work.

Accordingly He has not said, " He created Me as a work,"

nor " He made me witli the works," lest He should appear to

be in nature and substance a creature ; nor, " He created

Me to make works," lest on the otlier hand, according to

the perverseness of the impious, He should be accounted

as an instrument made for our sake. Nor again has He

declared, " He created Me before the works," lest, as He

really is before all, as an 01Ts[»ring, so, if created also

before the works, He should give one and the same sense to

" Offspring " and to He created. But He has said with exact

discrimination, unto or mio the ivories; as if to say, "The

Father has made Me into flesh, that I might be man,"

—which again shows that He is not a work, but an offspring,

for as He who comes into a house, is not part of the

house, but is other than the house, so He who is created

icnto the works, nmst be by nature distinct from the works.

204. But if otherwise, as you hold, Arians, the Word

of God be a work, by what Hand and Wisdom did He

Himself come into being ? for all things that came to be,

came by the Hand and Wisdom of (}od, who Himself says,

J/// Hand katlb made all these thinfjs ; and David says in the

Psahn, And Thou, Lord, in the beyinniny hast laid the foun-

dations of the earth, and the heavens are the uwrTc of Thy

Hands ; and again, in the hundred and forty-second Psalm,

/ do reiuenilfer the time past, I mnse apon <tll Tliy trorks,

yea I exercise myself in the works of Thy Hands. There-

fore, if by the Hand of God the works are wrought, and

it is written that all thinys were made throuyh the Word,
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cu. XXII. .^^^[ (I'ifhou/ Him tras made iwt one thliiij, and

again, One Lord Jesus, ikroutjk ivhom are all things,

and in Him all lldiujs consist, it is veiy plain that the Son

cannot be a work, but He is the Hand of God and the

Wisdom. This knowing, the martyrs in Babylon, Ananias,

Azariiis, and Misael, arraign the Arian impiety. For when

they say, all ije works of the Lord, bless i/e the Lord, they

^recount tilings in heaven, things on earth, and the whole

creation, as works ; but the Son they name not. For they

say not, " Bless, Word, and praise, Wisdom ; " in order

to show that all other things are both engaged in praise

and are works ; but the Word is not a work nor of those

that praise, but is praised with the Father and worshipped

and confessed as God, being His Word and Wisdom, and of

the works the Framer.

205. This too the Spirit has declared in the Psalms with

a most apposite distinction, the Word of the Lord is true,

and all His works are faithful ; as in another Psalm too He

says, Lord, how //reat are Thy ivorks ! in Wisdom hast

Thou miule them all. But if the Word were a work, then

certainly He as others had been made in Wisdom ; nor

would Scripture have distinguished Him from the works,

nor, while it named the one as works, would have revealed

Him as Word and proper Wisdom of God. But, as it is,

distinguishing Him from the works. Scripture shows that

Wisdom is Framer of the works, and not a work. This

distinction Paul also observes, writing to the Hebrews,

The Word of God is quick and powerful, and sharper than

any two-edged sword, reaching even to the dividing of soul and

spirit, joints and, marrow, and a discerner of the thoughts and

intents of the heart, neither is there any creation hidden before

Him, but all things are naked and open unto the eyes of Him
with whom is our account. For behold He calls things which

came into being " creation ; " but the Son he recognises as

the Word of God, as if He were other than the creatures.
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And again saying, All thin/js are naked and open to ^^^'^^.^

the eyes of Him witlh trhom is our aecount. He sig-

nifies that He is other than all of them. For hence it is

that it is He that is jndge, bnt each of all created things

is bound to give account to Him. And so also, whereas the

whole creation is groaning together with us in order to be

set free from the bondage of corruption, the Son is thereby

shown to be other than the creatures. For if He were

creature, He too would be one of those who groan, and would

need one who should bring adoption and deliverance to Him-

self as well as others. And if the whole creation groans

together, for the sake of freedom from the bondage of cor-

ruption, therefore the Son is not of those that groan nor of

those who need freedom, but He it is who gives sonship and

freedom to all, saying to the Jews of His time. The servant

remains not in the house for ever, hut the Son remaineth for

ever ; if then the Son shall make ijon free, ije shall he free

indeed ; from these considerations also it is clearer than the

light, that the Word of God is not a creature but true Sou,

and by nature genuine, of the Father. Concerning then

The Lord htdh created Me a heyinninij of the waijs, this,

though in few words, is sufficient, as I think, to aiford

matter to the learned to frame more ample refutations of

the Arian lieresy.

Chapter XXIII.

Answer to ohjections from Scripture ; sixthlij, th,o context of

Proverhs viii. '2i, viz., 22—30.

2i)('). But since the heretics, reading the following verse,

take a perverse view of it as well as of the preceding, because

it is written, ffe founded Me before the world, namely, that

this is said of the divinity of the Word and not of His
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CH. xxiii.
iii(j;ii'ii;it,o Presence, it is necessary, by explainini!,-

this verse also, to show their error.

207. It is written. The Lord in Wm/oin kidk foaiidi'd the

earth ,- if then by Wisdom the eartli is founded, how can

He wlio founds be founded ? nay, this too is said aftei' the

manner of proverbs, and we must in Hke manner investi-

gate its sense. The question is, " He founded Me " to be

what ? Does he mean " He founded Me " to be 8t)n ? or

" founded Me " to become beginnini;' and foundation of our

new creation and renewal ? This is the point. Let it

be observed then, that here as before, He says not, " Be-

fore the world He hath made Me Word or Hon," lest there

should be a making and a beginning. For this, as before,

we must seek before all things, whether He is Son, and on

this point specially search the Scriptures ; for this it was,

when the Apostles were (questioned, that I'eter answered,

saying, Tkou art the Ohrkt, the Son of the Liviiaj (rod.

This also the father of the Arian heresy asked, as one of

his first questions : If Th.ou tx' the Son of God. ; for he knew

that this is the truth and the sovereign principle of our

faith ; and that, if He were the Son, the tyranny of the

devil would have its end ; but if He were a creature, lie

too was no more than one of those descended from that

Adam whom he deceived, and he might make himself easy.

For the same reason the Jews of the day were angered,

because the Lord said that He was Son of (iod, and that

God was His proper Father. For had He called Him-
self one of the creatures, or said, " I am a work," they had

not been startled at the intelligence, nor thought such

words blasphemy, knowing, as they did, that Angels too

had come among theii' fathers ; but since He called Him-

self Son, they perceived tha,t such was not the note of a

creature, but of (Jodhead and of the Fathei-'s nature. The

Arians then ought, even in imitation of their own father

the devil, to take some si)ecial pains on this point; and if



AOAIXST ARIAXJSM. 345

He said, " Hcfouiulcd Mc to be Word or 8ou," then
^''^.^.^J^^i

to think as they do ; but if He has not so spoken,

not to invent for themselves wliat is not to be found.

208 For He says not, " Before the world He founded Me

as Word or 8on," but simply. He founded Me, to show

ai^'ain, as I have said, that not for His own sake but for

those who are built upon Him does He here also speak,

after the way of proverbs. For this knowini;-, the Apostle

also writes. Other foundatioii can no tnan laij than Hud is

laid, adilrJi k Jetuis Christ; hat let ever ij num. talce heed how

he haildeth ihereapon. And it nuist he that the foundation

should be such as the things built on it, that they may

admit of being well compacted together. Being then the

Word, He has not, as far as Word, any beings such as

Himself, who may be compacted with Him ; for He is

Only-begotten ; but having become man. He has the like

of man, of those namely the likeness of whose flesh He

has put on. Therefore it is according to His manhood that

He is founded, that we, as precious stones, may admit of

building upon Him, and may become a temple of the Holy

Ghost who dwelleth in us. And as He is a foundation, and

we stones built upon Him, so again He is a Vine, and we knit

to Him as branches,—not according to the Substance of the

Godhead ; for this surely is impossible ; l)ut according to His

manhood, for the branches must be like the Vine, since we

are like Him according to the flesh.

2UD. Moreover, since the heretics have such human

notions, we may suitably confute them with human resem-

blances contained in the very matter they urge. Thus He

saith not, " He hath made Me a foundation," lest He might

seem to he made and to have a beginning of being, and they

might thence iiiid an audacious pretence for impiety ; but,

He ludh founded Me. Now what is founded is founded for

the sake of the stones which are raised upon it ; it is not

a random process, but a stone i,> first transported from the
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CH. xxiii. mouiitiiiu cUid set down in bhe dcpbli of the earth.

— And while a stone is in the nionntain, it is not yet

fonnded ; but when need demands, and it be transported,

and laid in the depth of the earth, then forthwith if the stone

could speak, it would say, "Now he has founded nie, who

has brought nie hither from the mountain." Therefore the

Lord also did not when founded take a beginning of exis-

tence ; for He was the Word before tliat ; but when He

'put on our body, which He severed and took from Mary,

then He says. He kath fuLmded Me; as nmch as to say,

"Me, being the Word, He hath enveloped in a body of

earth." For so He is founded for our sakes, taking on

Him what is ours, that we, as incorporated and compacted

and bound together in Him through the likeness of the

flesh, may attain unto a perfect man, and abide innnortal

and incorruptible.

210. Nor let the words before the world and Ixfore He made

the earth and Itefore the moimtaiiiti were nettled disturb any

one ; for they very well accord with founded and created

;

for here again allusion is made to the Economy according

to the flesh. For though the grace which has come to us

from the Saviour has but lately appeared, as the Apostle says,

and took place when He came among us, yet this grace

had been prepared even before we came into being, nay,

l)efore the foundation of the world ; and the reason why, is

excellent and wonderful. It beseemed not that God should

counsel concerning us afterwards, lest He should ai)pear

ignorant of our future. The God of all then, creating us

by His own Word, and knowing our destinies better than

we, and foreseeing that, though created r/ood, we should

in the event be transgressors of the commandment, and be

thrust out of paradise for disobedience. He, being loving and

kind, prepared beforehand in His proper Word, by whom

also He created us, the Economy of our salvation ; tliat

though by the serpent's deceit we fell from Him, we might
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not reniiiiii altogether dead, but liaviny in the Word
ii^'^'7^'^76.

tlie redemption and salvation which was afore pre-

pared for us, we might rise again and abide innnortal, when

He should have been created for us a begin iiiinj of the irof/s,

and when He who was the First-born of creation, should

become first-born of His brethren, and again should lise

first-fruits of the dead.

211. This Paul the blessed Apostle teaches in his

writings ; for, as interpreting the words of The Proverbs

before the ivorld and before the earth He n^as made, he thus

speaks to Timothy : Be partalcer of the afflictions of the

Gospel accordincj to the power of God, who hatlt saved

us and called us ivith a holij calUnij, not accordimj to

our works, but according to His own purpose and grace,

ivhkh was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began,

but is now nuide nmnifest by the appearing of our Saviour

Jesus Christ, who hath abolished deaih and brought life

to light. And to the Ephesians : Blessed be God, even the

Father of our Lord Jesus CItrist, who hath blessed us

with all spiritual blessing in. heavenlg places in Christ Jesus,

according as He luith chosen us in Him before the founda-

tion, of the world, that we should be holg and without blame

before Him in love, having predestinated us to the adoption

of children bg Jesus Christ to Himself How then has

He chosen us, before we came into existence, but that,

as He says Himself, in Him we were represented before-

liand ? and how at all, before men were created, did He

predestinate us unto adoption, Imt that the Son Himself was

founded before the world, taking on Him that economy whicli

was for our sake ? or how, as the Apostle goes on to say,

have we an inheritance, being predestinated to it, save that the

Lord Himself was founded before the world, inasmuch as

He had a purpose, for om* sakes, to take on Him through

the flesh all that inheritance of adverse judgment which lay

against us, and henceforth to make us sons in Him ? and
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ly^Jy^ ^[[^^ yy,^. i'i.(jeivc it Ixfurc I'/c/iud/iiHcs^ whan wa

were not yet in being', hut afterwards in time, save

that in Christ was stored the graee which has reached us ?

Wherefore also in the Judt>'ment, when every one shall re-

ceive according to his conduct, He says, Co/iie, tje ble^ised of

My Father, iiilient the kingdom prepared for you front the

foundation of the world. How then, or in whom, was it

prepared before we came to be, save in the Lord who before

the world was founded for this purpose ; that we, as built

upon Him, might partake, as well-compacted stones, the

life and grace which is from Him ?

212. And this took place, as naturally suggests itself to

the religious mind, in order, as I said, that we, rising after

our brief death, may be capable of an eternal life, of which

we had not been capable, men as we are, formed of earth,

except that before the world there had been prepared for us

in Christ the hope of life and salvation. Therefore good

reason is there that the Word, who was to enter into our

flesh, and to be created in it as a beyiniriiaj of ways for His

works, should withal be laid as a foundation, according as the

Father's will was determined in Him before the ages, as

has been said, and before land was, and before the moun-

tains were settled, and before the fountains burst forth

;

that, though the earth and the mountains and the forms

of visible nature pass away in the fulness of the present age,

we on the contrary may not grow old after their pattern,

l)ut may be able to live after them, having the spiritual

life and blessizig which have been prepared for us before

these things in the Word Himself according to election.

For thus Avx' shall lie capable of a life not temporary, but

may ever afterwards abide and live in Christ, since

even before our own time our life had been foiuided and

prepared in Christ Jesus.

213. Nor in any other was it fitting that our life should

be founded, except in the Lord who is before the ages,
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and tlirough whom the ages were brought to l)e ; that,
jf "^'^^l^/y

since tliat everlasting life was in Him, we too might

])e able to inherit it. For God is good ; and ])eing good

always, He willed this as knowing that our weak nature

needed the succour and salvation which is from Him. And

as a skilled architect, proposing to build a house, antici-

pates also his repairing it, in case it should at any future

time become dilapidated after building, and, as counselling

about this, makes preparation from the first, and gives to

the workman materials for a repair ; and thus the means

of the repair are provided before the house is built ; in the

same way, prior to us is the repair of our salvation founded

in Christ, that in Him also we might be new-created.

And the will and the purpose were ready hpforo the world;

but the work took place when the need required, and

the Saviour came among us. For the Lord Himself will

stand us in place of all things in the heavens, when He

receives us into everlasting life.

214. This then is quite enough to prove that the Word of

God is not a creature, but that the doctrine of this passage is

concordant with orthodoxy. But since the passage, when

scrutinised, has an orthodox sense in every point of view,

it may be well to state what that large sense is ; for perhaps

mmy words may prevail with these men. Now to do this

I must here recur to what has been said before, for what

I have to say relates to the same proverb and the same

Wisdom. The Word then has not called Himself a

creature by nature, but has said in proverbs, Tlte Lord

crmiod Me ; and He plainly indicates a sense not spoken

openly but latent, such as we shall be able to find by taking

away the veil from the proverb. I do not shrink from

calling it a dark saying ; but a man of understanding, says

the sacred writer, shall miderstand a proverb and the inter-

pretation, the vwrds of the wise and their dark sayings.

215. Now the Only-begotten and Auto-Wisdom of God
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CH. XXIII. ig Creator and Framer of all things ; for in Wif^dom
' ha^f Thou made them all, He says, and the earth is

fvll of Thif creation. But that what came into being might

not only be, bnt bo good, it pleased God that His own

Wisdom should condescend to the creatures, so as to in-

troduce an impression ajid semblance of Its Image on all of

them in connnon and on each, that what was made might

be manifestly wise works and worthy of (rod. For as of the

Son of (rod, considered as the Word, our word is an image,

so of the same Son, considered as Wisdom, is the wisdom

which is implanted in us an image ; in which wisdom we,

having the power of knowledge and thought, become

recipients of the AU-fraraing AYisdom ; and through It we

are able to know Its Father. For he who hath the Son,

saith He, /tath the Fattier also ; and he that receireth Me,

receiveth Him tliat sent Me. Such an impression then of

Wisdom being created in us, and being in all the works,

with reason does the true and framing Wisdom take to

Itself what belongs to Its own impression, and say, Tlie Lord

created Me for Ifis /corJcs ; for what the wisdom in us says,

that the Lord Himself speaks as if it were His own ; and,

whereas He is not Himself created, being Creator, yet

because of the image of Him created in the works. He says

this as if of Himself. And as the Lord Himself has said,

ffe tttat receireth you, receiveth Me, because His impression is

in us, so, though He be not among the creatures, yet because

His image and impression is created in the works, He says,

as if in His own person, TIte Lord created Me a heginning of

His ways for His ivories. And therefore has this impression

of Wisdom in the works been brought into being, that, as I

said before, the world might recognise in it its own Creator

the Word, and through Him the Father. And this is

what Paul said, Because that which may be Imown of God is

manifest in them, for God lias showed it unto them .• for the\

inrisifde things of Him from tlie creation of tiie world are
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clear I II seen, hcinn u>uJrrf<fooil ht/ the ill iwis that .T^^-IR^'^-

arc made. But if so, the Word is not a croatnre

in substance ; liut tlie wisdom which is in us, and so called,

is spoken of in this passage in tlie Proverl)s.

2l(;. But if this too fails to persuade them, let them tell

us themselves, whether there is any wisdom in the crea-

tures or not ? If not, how is it that the Apostle complains,

For after that in the Wisdom of God the world hi/ Wisdom

knew not God? or how is it, if there is no wisdom, that a

midlitude of irise men are found in Scripture ? for a wise

man feareth and departeth from, evil ; and throwjti wisdom is

a house builded ; and the Preacher says, A man's wisdom

mah'th his face to shine ; and he blames those who are head-

strong thus, J^aij not thou, what is the cause that the former

days were better than these? for thou dost not inquire iHsely

concerning this. But if, as the Son of Sirach says. He

poured her out upon all His works ,• she is with all flesh

according to His gift, and He hath given her to them that

lore Him, and if this outpouring is a note, not of the

Substance of the Very Wisdom and Only-begotten, but

of that wisdom which is imaged in the world, how is

it incredible that the All-framing and true Wisdom

Itself, whose impressioii is the wisdom and knowledge

poured out in the world, should say, as I have already

explained, as if of Itself, Ttie Lord hath created Me for His

works ?

217. For the wisdom in the world is not creative, but is

that which is created in the works, according to which the

heavens declare the glorij of God, and the firmament showeth

His liandiwork. This if men have within them, they will

acknowledge the true Wisdom of God ; and will know

that they are made really after God's Image. And, as

some son of a king, when the father wished to build a

city, might cause his own name to be printed upon each

of the works that were rising, both to give security to them



P,52 THREE DTSrOT'RSES OF ATHANASFUS

cn. XXIII. that tlie works would remain, l)y reason of the

iriark of his name on everything, and also to make

them rememher him and his father from the name, and having

finished the city might be asked concerning it, how it was

made, and then would answer, " It is made securely, for

according to the will of my father, I am imaged in every

work, for there is a creation of my name in the works ;

"

but saying this, he does not signify that his own substance

is created, but the impression of himself by means of his

name ; in the same manner, to apply the illustration, to

those who admire the wisdom in the creatures, the true

Wisdom makes answer, Tito Lord hath crmicd Mo for the

works, for My impress is in them ; and I have thus con-

descended for tlie framing of all things.

218. Moreover, that the son should be speaking of the

impress that is within us as if it were Himself, should not

startle any one, considering (for we must not care about

repetition) that, when Saul was persecuting the Church,

in which was ITis impression and image. He said, as if He

were Himself under persecution, S/ml, wh// pprscndesf thou

Me? Therefore, (as has been said,) just as, supposing the

impression itself of Wisdom whic-h is in the Avorks had said.

The Lord hath. rro(d(>d Mo for the /rork>i, no one would have

been startled ; so, if He, the True and Framing Wisdom,

the Only-begotten Word of God, should use what belongs

to His image as about Himself, namely, The Lord liath

createAl Me for the ivories, let no one, overlooking the

wisdom created in the world and in the works, think that

He created is said of the Substance of the Very Wisdom,

lest, diluting the wine with water,'' he be judged a de-

frauder of tlie truth. For Wisdom is Creator and Framer ;

but Its impression is created in the works, as the copy of

an image.

211). And He says, Beijinnimj of ir/n/s, since snch wisdom
" - Vid. pp. 26, 401.
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liecoines a sort of besriTinino-, and, as it were, a ..^P-.^'^'l-,*^ ' ' '
11. ^ (9—81.

rudiment of the knowledge of God ; for a man
entering, as it were, upon this way first, and Iceeping it in

tlie fear of God, (as Solomon says, The fear of the Lord is the

hegiiining of ivisdom,) then advancing upwards in his thoughts

and perceiving the Framing Wisdom which is in the creation,

will perceive in It also Its Father, as the Lord Himself

has said, He that hath seen Me hath seen the Father, and as

John ^vrites, He who acknowledfieth the Son, Jiath the Father

also. And He says. Before the world hath He foanded Me,

since in Its impression the works remain settled and eternal.

Then, lest any, hearing concerning the wisdom thus created

in the works, should think tlie true Wisdom, God's 8on,

to be by nature a creature. He has found it necessary to

add. Before the mountains, and before the earth, and before

the adders, and before all hills. He beijets Me, that in saying,

" before all creation," (for He includes all the creation

under these heads,) He may show that He is not created

together with the works according to substance. For if

He was created for the ivories, yet is before them, it follows

that He is in being before He was created. He is not

then a creature ])y nature and substance, but as He Him-

self has added, an Offspring. But in what differs a crea-

ture from an offspring, and how it is distinct by nature,

has been shown in what has gone before.

220. Moreover, if He proceeds to say. When He prepared

the hearea, I was present with Him, He must not be su])-

posed to say this as if it was without Wisdom that the

Father prepared the heaven or the clouds al)ove ; l)ut this

is what He says, " All things took place in Me and through

Me, and when there was need that Wisdom should be

created in the works, in My Substance indeed I was with

the Father, but by a condescension to creatures, I was

engaged in diffusing over the works My own impression,

so that the whole world, as being in one body, might

z
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jjot^ ])g

r^^ variiiiico but in coiuiord with itself."

All those then who witli an upright under-

standing, according to the wisdom given unto them, come

to contemplate the creatures, are able to say for themselves,

" By Thy appointment all things continue
;

" but they

who make light of this, must be told. Professing Ikem-

sdves to be wise, they became fools ; for that tvhich may
be hnoivn of God is manifest in them, ; for (rod has revealed

it unto them
; for the invisible thinys (f Him from the crea-

tion of the world are clearly seen, beiny understood by the

thinys that are made, ei'en His etermd Power and Godhead,

so thcd they are without excuse. Because that when they

knew God, they ylorifled Him not as God, Imt seri'ed the crea-

ture more than the (-reator of all, who is blessed for eper.

Amen.

221. And they will feel some compunction surely at the

words, For after that in thr wisdom of God, (in the mode

we have explained above,) the world by wisdom knew not

God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preachiny to save

them iJiat beliere. For no longer, as in the former times,

has God willed to be known by a mere image and sliadow

of wisdom, that namely which is in the creatures, but He
has made the true Wisdom Itself to take flesh, and to

become man, and to undergo the death of the cross ; that

by their faith in Him henceforth all that believe may
obtain salvation. However, it is the same Wisdom of God,

which in the first instance by means of Its own Image in

the creatures, (whence also it is said to be created,)

manifested first Itself, and through Itself Its own Father ;

and afterwards, being Itself the Word, became fiesh, as John

says, and after abolishing death and saving our race,

still further revealed Himself and through Him His own

Father, saying, Grant unto them that they may knoiv

Thee the only true God, and Jesus Ghrist tvhom Thou hast

sent.
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222. Hence the wliole earth is lilled with the ..'^"' ?'''^:.
11. § 81—82.

knowledge of Ilim ; for the knowledge of Father

through Son and of Son from Father is one and the same,

and the Father delights in Him, and in that joy the Son

rejoices in the Father, saying, / wua l)i/ Him, (hiihj His delight,

rcjoiciaij aJwaij^^ hcfore Him. And this again prov^es that the

Son is not foreign, but proper to the Father's Substance. For

behold, not because of us has He come into being, as they

say, nor is He made out of nothing, (for not from without

did God procure for Himself a cause of rejoicing,) but the

words denote what is proper and like. When then was

it that the Father rejoiced not ? but if He ever rejoiced.

He too was ever, in whom He rejoiced. And in whom does

the Father rejoice, except as seeing Himself in His proper

Image, which is His Word ? And though in sons of men
also He had delight, on His finishing the world, as it is

written in these same Proverbs, yet this too has a con-

sistent sense. For even in this case He had delight, not with

a joy which came to Him from without, but again as

seeing the works made after His own Image ; so that even

this rejoicing of God is on account of His Image. And how-

too has the Son delight, except as seeing Himself in the

Father ? for this is the same as saying, He that hath seen

Me, hath seen the Father, and / am in the Father and

tite Father in Me.

223. Vain then is your vaunt, as is on all sides shown,

Christ's enemies, and vainly do ye trumpet forth ^ and cir-

culate everywhere your text, The Lord hath created Me a

Imjinniny of His trays, perverting its sense, and publishing,

not Solomon's meaning, but your own comment. For

'^ iveTTOfiTrtvcraTE.
'

' Thn ancients bud l;inguai2,e towards bystanders,

said TTOfiiriviiv, ' to use bad Ian- and their retorting it." Erasm.
guago,' and the coarse hmguage Adag. p. 1158. He quotes Me-
of the procession, iroi.nrda. This nander'

—

arose from the custom of persons fTri toiv uf^ia^ow elai TrojKTrfTat TiveQ

in the Bacchanalian cars using aipoopa Xoicopoi.

z 2
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cn. XXIII. behold your meaning is proved to be but a

phantasy ; for the passage in the Proverbs, as

well as all that is above said, proves that the Son is not a

creature in nature and sul)stance, but the proper Offspring

of the Father, true Wisdom and Word, by whom aJl things

were made, and /rlthouf Him /ras made not one thiny.
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DISCOURSK III.

Chapter XXIY.

Aiisiver to objerHo/is from Scripture ; sevcihtldij, John xiv. 10.

224. The Ario-raaniacs, when the passages which
*\"|^'^]f-

they allege, The Lord created Me, and Made better

than the Angels, and First-born, and Faithful to Him that

made Him, are shown to have an oi'thodox meaning, and to

inculcate piety towards Christ, therefore, as if bedewed with

the serpent's poison, not seeing wliat they ought to see,

nor understanding what they read, as if bursting forth

from the depth of their impious hearts, have next pro-

ceeded to disparage our Lord's words, / in, the Father

and the Father in Me ; saying, " How can the One be

contained in the Other and the Other in the One ?
"

or " How at all can the Father who is the greater be con-

tained in the Son who is the less ? " or " What wouder,

if the Son is in the Father, considering it certainly is

written of us too, fn Him we live and mow and have our

beinn?''' And this state of mind is in keeping with the

perverseness of men who think (Jod to be material, and

understand not what is signified by " True Father " and

" True Son," by " Light Livisible " and '' Eternal," and

Its " Radiance Livisible," nor " Livisible Subsistence,"

and " Immaterial Impress " and " Immaterial Image."

For had they known, they would not have dishonoured

and ridiculed the liord of glory, nor, interpreting things
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CH. XXIV. immaterial aft(;r a material inaimei', perverted
" good words.

225, It were sufficient indeed, on only hearing words

wliich are the Lord's, at once to believe, since the faith of

simplicity is better than an elaborate process of persuasion ;

but since they have endea\'oured to desecrate even this

passage for the ends of their personal heresy, it becomes

necessary to expose their perverseness and to show the [lur-

pose of the truth, at least for the security of the faithful.

For when it is said, / in the Father and the Father

in Me, They are not therefore, as these suppose,

pouring Each into Other, filling Each Other, as in the

case of empty vessels, so that the Son fills the emptiness of

the Father and the Father that of the Son, and Each of Them
by Himself is not complete and perfect, (for this is proper

to bodies, and therefore the mere assertion of it is full

of impiety,) for the Father is full and perfect, and the Son

is the Fulness of Godhead. Nor again, as God, by coming

into the Saints, strengthens them, so is it that He is also in

the Son. For the Son is Himself the Father's Power and

Wisdom, and by partaking of Him things created are sancti-

fied in the Spirit ; but the Son Himself is not Son by jiartici-

pation,^ but is the Father's proper Offspring. Nor again, is

the Son in the Father, in the sense of the passage, In Him

we lire and move and hare our heinij ; for. He as being from

the Fount of the Father is the Life, in which all things

are both quickened and consist ; for the Life does not live

in life, else it would not be Life, but rather He gives life

to all things.

22(i. But now let us see what Asterius the Sophist says,

the retahied^ pleader for the heresy. In imitation then of

the Jews so far, he writes as follows :
" It is very plain

that He has said, that He is in the Father and the Father

again in Him, for this reason, that neither the word, on

' Vid. App. f.(tTov(j'ui, ^ Vid. App, Asterius.
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which He was discoursiiii'- is, as He says, His own, .^?"-^''^$'-
~ ' ^ ' ' 111. 5 1

—

I,

but the Father's, nor the works belong to Him, but

to the Father who gave Him the power." Now tliis, if

uttered at random by a little child, had been excused from

his age ; but when one who bears the title of Sophist, and

professes universal knowledge,^ is the writer, what a serious

condenmation does he deserve ? And does he not show himself

a stranger to the Apostle, as being puffed up with persuasive

words of wisdom, and thinking thereby to succeed in de-

ceiving, not uiKh'Tstanding himself ivluit he mith nor ivhereof

he afftrnis ? For what the Son has said, as being proper

and suitable to a Son only, who is Word and Wisdom and

Image of the Father's Substance, this he brings to the level

of all the creatures, and makes connnon to the Son and to

them ; and he says, lawless'* man, that the Power of the

Father receives power, that by means of this impiety it may
be open to him to say that in a Son the Son was made a son,

and the Word received a Word's authority ; and, far from

granting that He spoke this truth thus as a Son, he ranks

Him witli all things made, as having learned it as they have.

For if the Son said, / am in the Father and ttie Father in

A[e, because His discourses were not His own words but

the Father's, and so of His works, then, since David says,

/ will hear icltat tlw Lord shall say in ine, and again

Solomon, J/y n'ords are spoken by God, and since Moses

was minister of words which were from God, and since

each of the Prophets spoke not what was his own but what

was from God, Thus saith the Lord, and since the works of

the Sanits were, as they professed, not their own but God's

' -KiiVTU yo'oJrTKfAV t7ray)£\\i')- tlir "profession" of lieing able to

ftn'ng. (!()r;j;ias iiccording t,(j Ci- " iniike the worse eause the
cero de Fin. ii. init. was the first better." Rhet. ii. 24: fin. Vi.l.

who ventured in pul^lic to say Cress(jl. Theatr. Rhet. iii. 11.

Trpol3aXKtTt, "give me a ques- ^ TvapuvojioQ, Hist. Ar. 71, 75,
tiou." This was the tirayyiX^a 79. Ep. ^g. 16, d. Vid. dyofiog,
of the Sophists, of which Aristotle 2 Thess. ii. 8.

speaks, ascribing to Protagoras
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ch. XXIV. yfi^Q gave the power, (Elias for instance and
~ Eliseus invoking God that He Himself would raise

the dead, and Eliseus saying to Naaman, on cleansing him

from the leprosy, that thou inaz/est know that there is a God

in Israel,^ and Samuel too in the days of the hai-vest pray-

ing to God to grant rain, and the Apostles saying that not

in their own power they did miracles but in the Lord's grace,)

it is plain that, according to Asterius, such a statement as

that in question must belong to all, so that each of

them is able to say, / in the Fatlter and the Father in

me ; and as a consequence that He is no longer One Son

of God and Word and Wisdom, but, as others, is only one

out of many.

227. 15ut if the Lord said this. His words would not

rightly have been, / i/i tlie Father and the Father in Me,

but rather, " I also am in the Father and the Father also is

in Me," that He may have nothhig proper and by prero-

gative, relatively to the Father, as being a Son, but the same

grace in common with all. But it is not so, as they thiiik
;

for not understanding that there is a genuine Son from

the Father, tliey belie that genuine Son, whom only it befits

to say, I in. tlie Father and the Father in Me. For the Son

is in the Father, as it is allowed us to apprehend, because

the whole Being of the Son is proper to the Father's

substance, as radiance from light, and stream from

fountain ; so that whoso sees the Son, sees that which is the

Father's, and apprehends that the Son's Being, because

from the Father, is therefore in the Father. For the

Father is in the Son, since the Son is what is from the

Father and proper to Him, as in the radiance the sun, and

in the word the thought, and in the stream the fountain :

for whoso thus contemplates the Son, contemplates what
' l^aiptTov, vid. supr. p. 274, Nyss. eontr. Eiiuom. iii. p. 133, a.

iv. § 28. init. Euseb. Ect-l. Epiph. Hter, 76, p. 970, Cyril.
Theol. pp. 47, b. 73, b. 89, b. 124, Thes. p. 160.

a. 129, c. Tlieodor. Hist. p. 732
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belongs to the Father's substance, and ai)prehends
iii"if^4'

that the Father is in the Sou. For whereas the

countenance and Clodiiead of the Father is the Being of

the Son, it follows that the Son is in the Father and

the Father in the Son.

228. On this account and reasonably, having said before,

/ and the Father are One, He added, / in the Father and the

Fattier in Me, by way of showing the identity of Godhead

and the unity of Substance. For They are one, not as

one thing which divides into two, and after all is nothing

but one, nor as one thing twice named, so that the Same

becomes at one time Father, at another His own Son, for

Sabellius holding this was judged an heretic. But They

are two, because the Father is Father and is not also Son,

and the Son is Son and not also Father ; but the nature is

one; (for the offspring • is not unlike its parent, for it is his

image,) and all that is the Father's is the Son's. Where-

fore neither is the Son another God, for He is not to

be imagined as external, else were there many godheads ;

for if the Son be other, considered as an Offspring, still He

is the Same, considered as God ; ajid He and the Father are

one in that nature which is jn'oper and peculiar to Each,

and in the identity of the one Godhead, as has been said.

For the radiance also is light, not second to the sun, nor a

different light, nor from participation of it, but a whole

and proper ott'spring of it. And such an offspring is

necessarily one light ; and no one would say that they arc

two lights, but sun and radiance two, yet one the light

from the sun enlightening in its radiance things every-

where. So also the Godhead of the Son is the Father's ;

whence also it is indivisible ; and thus there is one God

and none other but He. And so, since they are one, and

the Godhead itself one, the same things are said of the

Son which are said of the Father, except His being said

to be Father :—for instance, that He is God, And tlie
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CH. XXIV. \^r^),(l f^,^f,^ (jg,i . that He is Almii^-lity, Thus said

~ He which ivas and is and is to rottic, the Almiijhty

;

Lord, One Lord Jesus Christ ; ttiat He is Light, / am the

Light ; that He forgives sins, that ije may know, He says, that

the Son of man hath power upon earth to fonjive sins ; and so

with other attributes. For all things, says the Son Himself,

ivhatsoever the Fattier hath, are Mine ; and again. And 3line

are Thine. And on hearing tlie attributes of the Father pre-

dicated of tlie Son, we shall thereby see the Father in the Son
;

and we shall contemplate the Son in the Father, whenever what

is said of the Son is said of the Father also. And why are tlie

attributes of the Father ascribed to the Son, except that

the Son is an Offspring from Him ? and why are the Son's

attributes proper to the Father, except again because the

Son is the proper Offspring of His Substance ? And the

Son, being the proper Offspring of the Father's Substance,

reasonably says that the Father's attributes are His own

also ; whence suitably and consistently with saying, / and

tlie Fattier are One, He adds, tlud. ge mag Iniow thai I am in

the Fattier and the Fattier in Me.

229. Moreover, He has added this again. He tliat Italli seen

Me, Itat-ti seen llie Fattier • and there is one and the same

sense in these three passages. For he who in this sense

understands that the Son and the Father are one, knows

that He is in the Father and the Father in the Son : for

the Godhead of the Son is the Father's, and this is in the

Son ; and whoso enters into this, is convinced that He tliat

tiath seen tlie Son, liatli seen tlie Fattier ; for in the Son is

contemplated the Father's Godhead. And we may pjrceivc

this more intimately from the illustration of the Emperor's

image. For in the image is the face and form of the

Emperor, and in the Emperor is that face which is in the

image. For the likeness of the Emperor in the image is

intimately exact ; ^ so that a person who looks at the image,

' Vid. App. ('nrapuWaKTvi;.
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sees ill it tlie Emperor ; und lie aguiu who sees |.'_'-^ ^"^^;:

the Emperor, recognises that it is he vvlio is in

the image. And from the hkeness not dill'ering, to one who

after the image wished to view the Emperor, the image

might say, " I and the Emperor are one ; for I am in him,

and he in me ; and what thou seest in me, that thou be-

holdest in him, and what tliou hast seen in him, that thou

heholdest in me," Accordingly lie who worships the image,

in it worships the Emperor also ; for the image is his form

and face. Since then the Son too is the Father's image, it

must necessarily be understood tliat the Godhead and own

self of the Father is the Being of the Son.

2oO. And this is the meaning of Who hcliKj la the foiiii

of God, and the Father ui Mo. Nor is this Form of the

Godhead partial merely, but the fulness of the Father's

Godhead is the Being of the Son, and the Son is whole

God. Therefore also, being ecpial to God, He ttiowjlit it

not robber 1/ to tie egval to God; and again since the Godhead

and the Face of the Sun is none other's than the Father's,

this is what He says, / in the Father. Thus God /va.^ in

Christ realHcitill
(J

the world unto Bimsetf; for what be-

longed to the Substance of the Father is that Son, in whom

the creation was then reconciled with God. And thus what

things the Son then wrought, are the Father's works,

for the Son is the Face of that Father's Godhead, who

wrought the works. And thus he who looks at the Son,

sees the Father ; for in the Father's Godhead is and is

contemplated the Son ; and the Father's Face, which is in

the Son, shows in Him the Father ; and thus the Father is

in the Son. And that peculiarity and Godhead which is from

the Father in the Son, shows tlie Son in the Fathei", and

His inseparability from Him ; and whoso hears and

apprehends that what is said of the Father is also said of the

Son, not as added to His Substance by grace or partici-

pation, but because the very Being of the Son is the own
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CB. XXIV. Offspring- of the Father's Substance, will fitly

understand the words, as I said before, / /// the

Father, ami the Father in Me; and / aiut the Father are

One. For the Son is such as the Father is, because He

has all that is the Father's.

231. Wherefore also is He sig-nilied when the Father

is named. For, a son not being, we cannot say father

;

whereas, when we call God a ^laker, we do not of necessity

manifest the things which through Him have come to be ; for

a maker is l)efore his works. But when we call God Father,

at once with the Father we signify the Son's existence.

Therefore also he who believes in the Son, believes also in

the Father ; for he believes in what belongs to the Father's

Substance ; and thus the faith is one in One God. And

he who worships and honours the Son, in the Son wor-

sliips and honours the Father ; for one is the Godhead

;

and therefore one the honour and one the woi-ship which

is paid to the Father in and through the Son. And he

who thus worships, worships one God ; for there is one

God and none other than He. Accordingly when the

Father is called the only God, and we read that there is one

God, and / am, and beskle Me there is no God, and / the

first and I ant the last, this has a fit meaning. For God is

One and Only and First ; but this is not said to the denial

of the Son ; perish the thought ; for He is in that One,

and Fii-st and Only, as being of that One and Only and

First the Only Word and Wisdom and Radiance. And

He is Himself the First, too, tis being the Fulness of the

Godhead of the Fii'st and Only, and whole and full God.

We maintain then the Divine Unity, not as against the

Son, l)ut to deny that there is other such as the Father

and His Word.
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Chapter XXV.

Answer to objections from Scripture ; ei///it/{J//, John xvii. 3,

//nd tlie tike.

232. Now tliat this is the sense of the Prophets ,^'_';,^^7-.

is clear and manifest to all ; but since the impious

men, who allege such passages, dishonour the Lord and

reproach us, saying, "Behold God is said to be One and

Only and First ; how say ye that the Son is God ? for if

He were God, He had not said, / Atone, nor God is One

;

"

it is necessary to declare the seuse of these phrases in addi-

tion, as far as our ability allows, that all may know from

this also that verily the Arians are God's adversaries. If

there then is rivalry of the Son towards the Father, then be

such words uttered against Him ; and if, according to the

apprehensions of David concerning Adonias and Aljsalom, so

too the Father looks upon the Son, then let Him say to

Himself and insist on such words, lest He the Son, calling

Himself God, make any to revolt from the Father. But if

on the contrary, he who knows the Son, knows the Father,

the Son Himself revealing Him to him, and in the Word

rather he shall see the Father the more, as has been said,

and if the Son on coming, glorified not Himself but the

Father, saying to one who came to Him, W/i// rattest thou

Ble t/ood? none is good save One, tlud is, God ; and to one

who asked, what was the great commandment in the Law,

answering. Hear, Israet, the Lord our God is one Lord;

and saying to the multitudes, / came down from heaven, not

to do My own witt, but the wUl of Him that sent Me; and

teaching the disciples, Mij Father is (jreater than I, and He

that honoureth Me, honoureth Him that sent Me; if the Son

is such towards His own Father, what is the difficulty,^ that

one must need take so jjerverse a view of such passages ?

" Vicl. supr. Disc. nn. 12, 65, 88, 105, &e., vid. App. opQoq.
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ch. XXV. r^^^f\ (,,^ ^\^^, other luind, if tlie Son is the Word
'

of the Father, wlio is so wild, besides these Christ-

opposers, as to think that God has thus spoken, as traducing

and denying His own Word ? This is not the mind of

Christians ; perisli tlie thought ; for not with reference to

the Son is it thus written, hut for tlie denial of those

falsely called gods, invented by men.

2oi). And the explanation of such passages is obvious ; for

since those who are devout to gods falsely so called, revolt

from the Ti'ue God, therefore God, being good and care-

ful for mankind, recalling the wanderers, says, / mn God

aJf»tr\ and f am, and Bpnidos Mo tJiPro /.s no God, and the

like ; that lie may condemu things which are not, and

may convert all men to Himself. And as, supposing in the

day-time when the sun was shining, a man were rudely to

paint a piece of wood, wliich had not even the pretence to

be Inminous, and call that image the source of light, and if

the sun with regard to it were to say, " I alone am the light

of the day, and there is no other light of the day but I,"

he would say this, with reference, not to bis own radiance,

but tp the error arising from the wooden image and the

dissimilitude of that vain representation ; so it is with / am,

and Tarn Only God, and There is none other besides Me, viz.,

that He may make men renounce falsely called gods, and

that they may recognise Him the true God instead.

234. Indeed when God said this, He said it through His

own Word, unless forsooth these modern Jews add this too,

that He has not said this through His Word ; l)ut " the

Word of the Lord came " to the Prophet, and tliis was what

was heard ; this is what Scriptures declares, let them rave

as they will ; if the Word be His, of course this was said

by, the Word, for there is not the thing which God says or

does, but He says and does it in the Word. Not then with

reference to Him is this said, God's enemies, but to things

foreian to Him and not from Him. For according to the
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aforesaid imati'c, if tliu sun liad siwkcn those words .^^"v ^J'""^';
'^ ' i 111. (; 7— It.

he would liave l)een setting right the error, and

have so sjDoken, not as separating his radiance from him,

but in his own radiance showing his own light. Therefore,

not for the denial of the Son, nor with reference to Him, are

such passages, but to the overthrow of falsehood. Accord-

ingly God spoke not such words to Adam at the beginning,

though His Word was with Him, by whom all things

came to be ; for there was no need, before idols came in ;

but when men made insurrection against the truth, and

named for themselves gods such as they would, then it

was that need arose of such words, for the denial of gods

that were not. Nay I would add, that they were said

even in anticipation of the folly of these Christ-opposers,

that they might know, that whatsoever god they devise

external to the Father's Substance, he is not True God,

nor Image and Son of the Only and First.

235. If then the Father be called the only true God, this

is said, not to the denial of Him who said, / (on tlip Trulh,

but of those on the other hand who by nature are not true,

as the' Father and His Word are. And hence the Lord

Himself added at once, and Jphus Christ whom Thou hast

sent. Now had He been a creature, He would not have

added this, and ranked Himself with His Creator
; (for

what fellowship is there between the True and the not

true ?) but now by adding Himself to the Father, He has

sliown that He is of the Father's nature ; and He has

given us to know that of the True Father He is True Off-

spring. And John too, as he had learned, so he teaches**

this, writing in his Epistle, And we are in the True, even

in His Son Jesus Christ ; This is the Trice God and eternal

life. And when the Prophet says concerning the creation,

That stretcheth forth the heavens alone, and when God says

« {laQujii t^i^a^E. And .so fia- fpiorm'TiQ ifiai'Qavov, supr. p. 250,
9(x)v fdiSatrKE7>, supr. p. 21, and vid. App. Tradition.
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cn. XXV. J finiij gf)-pff// oi/f flip /iPmrm, it is made plain to

every one tliat in the Only is signified also the

Word of the Only, in whom all fhim/s were made^ and with-

out whom v'ds made not one thing. Therefore, if they were

made through the Word, and yet He says, / onli/, and to-

gether with that Only is understood the Son, through whom

the heavens were made, so also then, if it be said. One God

and / Onh/, and / tlie First, in that One and Only and

First is understood the Word co-existing, as in the Light

the Radiance.

230. And this can he held in respect of no other but

the Word alone. For all other things subsisted out of

nothing through tlie Son, and are greatly different in

nature ; but the Son Himself is natural and true Off-

spring from the Father ; and thus the very passage

which these men have thought fit to adduce, / the First,

in defence of their lieresy, doth rather expose their

perverse sj^irit. For Ood says, / the First and I the Last

;

if then, as if i-anked with the things after Him, He is

said to be first of them, so that they come next to Him,

then certainly you will have shown that He Himself

precedes the works in time only ; which, to go no further,

is a surpassing impiety ; but if it is in order to prove that

He is not from any, nor any before Him, but that He is

Origin and cause of all things, and to destroy the Gentile

fables, that He lias said I the First, it is plain also, that

when the Son is called First-born, this is done, not for the

sake of ranking Him with the creation, but to prove the

framhig and adoption of all things through the Son.

For as the leather is First, so also is He l)oth First, as

Image of the, First, and because the First is in Him, and

as being Offspring from the Father, in whom the whole

creation is created and adopted into sonship.
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CHAPTER XXVI.

Answer to objections from Scripture ; ninthly^ John x. 80 ;

xvii. 11, &c.

237. However, here too they put forward their j^^'^ig^^;,

private fictions, and contend that the Son and the

Father are not in such wise " one," or " Hke," as the Church

preaches, but, as they themselves would have it.^ For they

say, since what the Father wills, the Son wills also, and is

not contrary to Him either in what He thinks or in what

He judges, but is in all respects concordant with Him, de-

claring doctrines which are the same, and a message con-

sistent and united with the Father's teaching, therefore it is

that He and the Father are One ; and some of them have

dared to write as well as to say this. Now what can be more

extravagant than this ? for if this is the reason why the Son

and the Father are One, and if in this way the Word is like

the Father, it follows forthwith '^^ that the Angels too, and

the other beings above us, Principalities and Powers and

Thrones and Dominions, and things visible. Sun and Moon,

and the Stars, should be sons also, as the Son is ; and that

it should be said of them too, that they and the Father are

one, and that each is God's Image and Word. For what

God wills, that will they ; and neither in judging nor in

doctrine are they discordant, but in all things are obedient

to their Maker. For they would not have remained in

their own glory, unless, what the Father willed, that they

had willed also. He, for instance, who did not preserve it,

" wc avroi Oi\o I'ci. This is a -A-pp. Tradition.

common phrase witli Athan., and '" aipa eij'at /cot ; vid. also de Syn.

is here connected with private § 34, Orat. i. § 15, ii. § 6, iv.

judgment {ISiov) in contrast to § 10, 19, Serap. ii. § 1. Cyr.

the Ecclesiastical Tradition ; vid. Dial. p. 456. Thes. p. 255, fin.

supr. oi)f ijOeXov, n. '235, and infr. Eiiseb. c. Mare. pp. 47, 91. Also

wc »;/i£ie (^f-Vo/tev, n. 249. Vid. fcatpot, Deer. § 15.

A a
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ch. XXVI.
i^y^^^ iQgt iiis mind, heard the words, Boiv art tliou

fallen from heaven, Lucifer, son of the morning

!

238. But if this be so, liow is He alone Only-begotten Son

and Word and Wisdom ? or how, whereas so many are like

the Father, is only He an Image ? for among men too will

be found many like the Almighty Father, numbers, for

instance, who became martyrs, and before them the Apostles

and Prophets, and again before tliem the Patriarchs. And
many now too have kept the Saviour's command, being

merciful, as their Father who is in heaven, and observing the

exhortation. Be ije therefore folloivers of God as dear children,

and walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us ; many too

have become followers of Paul as he also of Christ. And
yet no one of these is Word or Wisdom, or Only-begotten

Son or Image ; nor has any one of them had the audacity

to say, / and the Fatlter are One, or, / in the FatJier, and

the Father in Me ; but it is said of all of them. Who is

like unto Thee among the gods, Lord ? and ivho shall be

likened to the Lord among the sons of God ? and of Him on

the contrary that He only is Image true and natural of the

Father. For though we were made after the [mage, and

called both image and glory of God, yet not on our own

account is it still, but it is by reason of that Image and true

Glory of God inhabiting us, which is His Word, who was for us

afterwards made flesh, that we have the grace of this calling.

239. This notion of tlieirs then being evidently unbefit-

ting and irrational as well as the rest, the likeness and the

oneness must be referred to the very Substance of the

Son ; for unless it be so taken, He will not be shown to

have anything beyond things created, as has been said,

nor will He be like the Father, but He will merely be like

the Father's doctrines ; nay, and He differs from the Father,

in that the Father is the Father's self, but the doctrines

and teaching are beside the Fatlier. If then in respect to

the doctrines and the teacliing the Son is like the Father,
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then the Father accordiiii;- to them will be Father .^^:?J^^-"
111. § 10—11.

in name only, and the Son will not be an unvary-

ing Image, or rather will l)e seen to have no claim to be

like or to belong to the Father : for what that is like or

proper has He wlio is so ntterly different from the Father ?

for Paul taught like the Saviour, yet was not like Him in

substance. Having then such notions, they speak falsely ;

whereas the Son and the Father are one in such wise as has

been said, and in such wise is the Son like the Father Him-

self and from Him, as we may see and understand a son

to be towards his father, and as we may see the radiance

towards the sun.^

24:0. Such then being the Son, therefore when the Son

works, the Father is the "Worker, and when the Son visits

the Saints, the Father is He who cometh in the Son, as He
has promised when He says, / a/id Mij Father will come, (ind

will nialce our ahode with him ; for in the Image is con-

templated the Father, and in the Radiance is the Light.

Therefore, as we said just now^, Avhen the Father gives

grace and peace, the Sou also gives it, as Paul signities

in every Epistle, writing, Grace to you and iieace from God

our Father (uid the Lord Jesus Christ. For one and the

same grace is from the Father in the Son, as the light

of the sun and of the radiance is one, and the sun's illu-

mination is effected through the radiance ; and so too

when he prays for the Thessalonians, in saying. Now God

Himself, even our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ, may

He direct our way unto you, he has guarded the unity of the

Father and of the Son. For he has not said, " May they

direct," as if a double grace were given from two Sourcep,

This and That, but May He direct, to show that the Father

gives it through the Son ;—at which these impious ones

will not blush, though they well might. For if there were

' As regards Almighty God, with Him. This strikes at the

real likeness to Him is identity Semi-Arians.

A a 2
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ch. XXVI. j^Q unity, nor the Word the proper Offsijring of

tlie Father's Substauce, as the radiance of the

light, but the Sou were divided iu nature from the Father,

it were sufficient that the Father alone should give, siuce

noue of created things is a partner with his Maker in His

givings ; but, as it is, such a mode of giviug shows the one-

uess of the Father and the Sou. No oue, for instance, would

pray to receive from God and the Angels, or from any other

creature, nor would any one say, " God and the Angel may

He give thee ; " ^ but from Father and the Son, because of

Their oneness and the oneness of Their giving. For through

the Son is given what is given ; and there is nothing that

the Father does not operate through the Son ; for thus is

grace secure to him who receives it.

241. And if the Patriarch Jacob, blessing his grand-

children Ephraim and Manasses, said, God who fed me all

my life long unto this daij, the Angel that delivered me from

all evil, blesH the lads, yet none of created and natural

Angels did He join to God their Creator, nor, rejecting God

that fed him, did he from any ,Angel ask the blessing on his

grandsons ; but in saying, Who delivered me from all evil, he

showed that it was no created Angel, but the Word of God,

whom he joined to the Father in his prayer, through whom,

God, whomsoever He will, doth deliver. For knowing that

He is also called the Father's Angel of great Counsel, he

said that none other than He was the Giver of blessing, and

Deliverer from evil. Nor was it that he desired a blessing

for himself from God, and for his grandchildren from the

Angel, but for them too from Him whom he himself had

- Tliis sooiiis tu show that in worshipped the Lord and the

Athanasius'is day such joint invo- King," "the people believed the

cations of God and His servants Lord and His servant Moses." As
were not in use in the Alexandrian to the point of Christian dogma,
Church. Eut that the question Catholics now are as earnest as

was one of discipline, not of what Athanasius could be, in holding

was lawful, seems clear from such that no temporal or spiritual gift

passages in Scripture as, "they simply comes from creatures.
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Bd. Ben.
iii. § 12-13.besought saying, / icill not lei TJiee (jo except Thou ^°- ^'^^

bless me, (for that was God, as he says himself, /
Jun'e seen God fare to fare,) for Him it was that he addressed

for a blessing on the sons of .Joseph also.

242. It belongs then to an Angel to minister at the com-

mand of God, and often does he go forth to cast ont the

Amorite, and is sent to guard the people in the way ; but

these are not his doings, but God's, who commanded and

sent him, whose also it is to deliver whom He will deliver.

Therefore it was no other than the Lord God Himself

whom he had seen, who said to him, And behold I am with

ttiee, to (jnard thee in all the waj/ \rliitlter tliou (joest ; and it

was no other than the God whom lie had seen, who kept

Laban from his treachery, ordering him not to speak evil

words to Jacob ; and none other than God did he himself

beseech, saying, Resrue me from the hand of my brother

Esau, for I fear him ; for in conversation too with his wives

he said, God hrdh not svffered Laban to injure me. Therefore

"it was none other than God Himself that David too be-

sought concerning his deliverance. When I was in trouble,

I railed ujion the Lord, and He heard me ; delirer my soul,

Lord, from, lyiny lips and from a dereitful tongue. To Him
also giving thanks, he spoke the words of the Song in the

seventeenth Psalm, in the day in which the Lord delivered

him from the hand of all his enemies and from the hand

of Saul, saying, / will love Thee, Lord my strenyth ; the

Lord is my strong rorJc and my defenre and deliverer. And

Paul, after enduring many persecutions, to none other than

God gave thanks, saying. Out of them all the Lord delivered

me ; and He will deliver, in whom we trust. And none other

than God blessed Abraham and Isaac ; and Isaac praying

for Jacob, said. May God bless thee and inrrease thee and

mtdtiply thee, and thou shall be for many rompanies of

nations, and may He give thee tJie blessing of Abraham my
fathei:
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cn. xxvi. 243. But if it belong to none other than God

to bless and to deliver, and none other was the

deliverer of Jacob than the Lord Himself, and if Him the

Patriarch besought for his grandsons, Him who had delivered

him, evidently none other did he join to God in his prayer,

than God's Word, whom therefore he called Angel, because it

is He alone who reveals the Father. Which the Apostle also

did when he said, Orace unfo you and ])P(tre from. God our Fallior

and the Lord Jesus Christ; for thus the blessing was secure,

because of the Son's indivisibility from the Father, and

because the grace given by Them is one and the same.

For though the Father gives it, through the Son is the

gift ; and though the Son be said to vouchsafe it, it is the

Father who supplies it through and in the Son ; for / tliaiik

my God, says the Apostle writing to the Corinthians, alirays

on your helialf, for the (jrace of God which is giren you in

Christ Jesus. And this we may see in the instance of light

and radiance ; for what the light enlightens, that the

radiance irradiates ; and when the I'adiancc irradiates, from

the light is its enlightenment. So also when the Son is

beheld, so is the Father, for He is the Father's radiance ;

and thus the Father and the Son are one.

244. But this is not so with things which have been

brought into being and are creatures ; for when the Father

works, it is not that any Angel works, or any other creature ;

for none of these is an efficient cause, but they are of things

which come to be ; and moreover being separate and divided

from the only God, and other than He in nature, and being

mere works, they can neither work what God works, nor, as I

said before, when God gives grace, can they give grace

with Him. Nor, on seeing an Angel, would a man say that

he had seen the Father ; for Angels, as it is written, are

ministeriny spirits sent forth to serve, and are heralds of gifts

given from Him through the Word to their recipients.

And the Angel on his appearance himself confesses that
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he has been sent by liis liord, as (Jabiiel confessed ..?^°-,?'^'5',
•' ' in. § 13

—

14.

in the case of Zacliarias, and also in the case of

Mary, Mother of God. And he who beholds a vision of

Angels, knows that he has seen the Angel and not God. For

Zacharias saw an Angel ; bnt Esaias saw the Lord. Manoe,

the father of 8amson, saw an Angel, but Moses beheld

God. Gideon saw an Angel, but to Abraham appeared

God. And neither he who saw God beheld an Angel,

nor he wlio saw an Angel considered tliat he saw God ;

for greatly, or rather wholly, do tilings of created nature

differ from God the (-reator. But if at any time, when

the Angel was seen, he who saw it heard God's voice, as

took place at the bush ; for flip An.i/r/ of thr Lord wm seen

in a pame of fire out of Ihe bush, and the Lord called Moses

Old of the hush, sayinn, ^ '^'''* ^^^^ ^^'^ ^f ^Ml fidher, the God

of AbraJiam and the Ood of Isaac and the God of Jacob, still

the Angel was not the God of Aliraham, but in the Angel

God spoke. And what Avas seen was an Angel ; but God
spoke in him. For as He spoke to Moses in the pillar of

a cloud in the tabernacle, so also God appears and speaks

in Angels. So again to the son of Nave He spake by an

Angel. But what God s]ieaks, it is very plain He speaks

through tlie Word, and not through another. And the

Word, as being not separate from the Father, nor unlike

and foreign to the Fatlier's Sul)stance, what He works,

those are the Father's works, and His framing of all things

is one with His ; and what the Son gives, that is the

Father's gift. And he who hath seen the Son, knows that

in seeing Him, he has seen, not Angel, nor one merely

greater than Angels, nor in short any creature, but the

Father Himself. And He who hears the Word, knows
that he hears the Father ; as he who is irradiated by the

radiance, knows that he is enlightened by the sun.

245. For divine Scripture wishing us thus to understand

the matter, has given us such illustrations, as we have
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gg^jj above, from which we are able both to press

the traitorous Jews, and to refute the allegation of

Gentiles who maintain and think, on account of the Triad,

that we profess many Gods. For, as the illustration shows,

we do not introduce three Oi'igins or three Fathers, as the

followers of Marcion and Manichieus ; since we have not

suggested the image of three suns, but sun and radiance.

And one only is the light from the sun in the radiance ; and

so we know of but one origin ; and the All-framing Word
we hold to have no other manner of godhead than that

of the Only God, because He is born from Him. Rather

then will the Ario-maniacs with reason incur the charge of

polytheism or else of atheism, because they idly talk of the

Son as external and a creature, and again of the Spirit as

from nothing. For either they will say that the Word is not

God ; or, saying that He is God, because it is so written, but

not proper to the Father's Substance, they will be introdu-

cing many Words, as admitting in God a difference of kind ;

—

(unless forsooth they shall dare to say that by participation

only. He, as all things else, is called God ; though, if this

be their sentiment, their impiety is the same, as considering

the Word as one among all things)—but may this never

even come into our minds ! For there is but one Face ^ of

Godhead, which is also in the Word ; and one God, the

Father, existing of Himself according as He is above all,

and appearing in the Son according as He pervades all

things, and in the Spirit according as in Him He acts in

all things through the Word. For thus we confess God

to be one through the Trinity, and we say that our belief in

the one Godhead in the Trinity is a much more religious

coiiception than the godhead wliich the heretics acknow-

ledge with its many forms and its many parts.

240. For if it be not so, l)ut the Word is a creature and

a work out of nothing, either He is not True God, because

^ dcog, character, features,
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He is Himself one of the creatures, or if they name ..^^' f^f^^

Him God from regard for the Scriptures, they must

of necessity say that there are two Gods, one Creator, the

other creature, and must serve two Lords, one Ingenerate,

and the other generate and a creature ; and must have two

faiths, one in the True God, and the other in one who is

made and fashioned by themselves and called God. And

it follows of necessity, in so great blindness, that, when

they worship the Ingenerate, they renounce the generate,

and when they come to the creature, tliey turn from the

Creator. For they camiot see the One in the Other, because

Their natures and operations are to them foreign and

distinct from each other. And with such sentiments, they

will certainly l)e going on to more gods, for this is the

proceeding of those who have revolted from the One God.

Wherefore then, when the Arians have these speculations

and views, do they not rank themselves with the Gentiles ?

for they too, as these, worship the creature more than God

the Creator of all ; and though they shrink from the

Gentile name, in order to deceive the unskilful, yet they

secretly hold a like sentiment with theih.

247. Their sul)tle saying which they are accustomed

to urge, " We say not two Ingencrates," they plainly em-

ploy to deceive the simple ; for in their very professing " We
say not two Ingencrates,'' they imply two Gods, and these

with different natures, one generate and one Ingenerate.

And though the Greeks worship one Ingenerate and many

generate gods, while Arians one Ingenerate and one generate,

this is no difference between them ; for the God whom

these men call generate is one out of many ; and again, the

many gods of the Greeks have the same nature with this

one, for both he and they are creatures. Wretched then are

they and greater traitors than the Jews in their denial of

the Christ, and they wallow with the (J en tiles, being hateful

to God, as worsliipping the creature and many deities.
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ciF. XXVI. 248. For bliere is One God, and not many, and

One is His Word, and not many ; for the Word

is God, and He alone lias the Face of the Father. Being then

such, the Havioiir Himself urged the Jews with these words.

The Father Himself who hath sent Me, huth home 'witness of

Ale
;
ye hrwe neilher heard His voire at anij time nor seen His

Fare ; and i/e liare not His Word (fttidin// in you ,• for n'hom

He hath sent, Him ye lieliere not. Suitably has He joined

the Word to the Fare, to show that the Word of God is

Himself Image and Impress and Face of His Father ; and

that the Jews who did not receive Him who spoke to

them, thereby did not receive the Word, which is the

Face of God. This too it was that the Patriarch Jacob

having seen, received a blessing from Him and the name

of Tsrael instead of Jacob, as divine Scripture witnesses,

saying. And as tlw Face of God passed by, the sun rose upon

him. And This it was who said. He tfiat hatli seen Me hatti

seen tite F(dher, and, / in tlie Fattier and tlie Fidlier in Me,

and, 1 and tlie Fatther are one ; for thus God is One, and

one the faith in the Father and Son ; for, though the

Word be God, the Lord our God is one Lord ; for the Son

belongs to that One, and is insepara])ly His according to

what is proper and peculiar to His Substance.

249. The Arians, however, reply, "Not as you say, but

as we will ; and we will thus :—So are the Son and the

Father One, and so is the Father in the Son and the Son in

the Father, as we too may become one in Him. For this

is written in the Gospel according to John, and Christ

desired it for us in these words, Holy Fattier, leep through

Thine own Name those ndiom Tt/ou tiast given Me, ttud tliey

may le one, as We are. And shortly after : Neitlier pray

T for tliese alone, tint for ttiem also wliicti sliidl believe on Ble

tJirough tlieir word ; that tliey all may be one, as Tlioti, Fattier,

art in Me, and I in Tliee, tliat tliey also may be one in Us,

that the world may believe that Thou tiast sent Me. And the
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(jlorij which Thou ijavoHt Me I have (jiven them, j^";; ,0^^:.

that thei/ mat/ lie one, even as We are one ; I in

theni, and Thou in Me, that they maij be made perfect in one,

and that the world may know that Thou hast sent Me.'' Tlien,

as having- found an evasion, these men of craft '^ add, " If,

as we become one in the Father, so also He and the

Fatlier are one, and thns He too is in the Father, how pretend

yon from His saying, T and the Father are One, and / in

the Fidher and iiie Father in Me, that He is proper and Hke

the Father's Substance ? for it follows either that we too

are proper to the Father's Substance, or He foreign to it,

as we are foreign."

250. What is tliis 1)ut saying after the pattern of the

evil one, "We will ascend to heaven, we will be like the

Most High." For what is given to man by grace, this

they would make equal to the Godhead of the Giver.

Thus hearing that men are called sons, they thought

themselves e(]ual to the True Son who is by nature such.

And now again hearing fi'om the Saviour, tdutt they may tw

one as We are, tliey deceive themselves, and are arrogant

enough to thiidv that they may lie such as the Son is in

the Father and tlie Father in the Son ; not considering

the fall of their pdtier the devil, which happened upon

such an imagination. Tf then, as we have many times

said, the AVord of God is the same with us, and nothing

differs from us except in time, let Him be like us, and

have the same place with the Father as we have ; nor let

Him be called Only-begotten, nor only Word or Wisdom

of the Father ; but let the same name be of common

' o\ t'oXioi. And so a'l OforrTvyflg, d. ; ot drifiot, Serap. i. 15, f.; ot

supr. § 16 ; ol (ca»c()0p())'fc, int'r. § avorjToi, Orat. ii. § 11, c. ;
oi firiSiv

20; ot ()£iXrt(o(, iliid.; ()i 7rrtp('/(/;f)oj'fr, aXr]9EvovT(Q, Hist. Ar. 7, 1i.
; o<

do D(>cr. § 8, a. ; oi dOXioi, Orat. dvrayOpMTroi Kai ju(<t()k-«Xo(, ibid, o.;

ii. § .39 fin.; ol (^ii,7^fj3f7(;, in illvid oi iittotttoi, ibid. 9, d. ; oi ro\/n;f)o(',

Onin. .3fin.; o'l GdVfinrrToi, Kp. TE;^-. ibid. 20, o.; ol (ff^poi-fC, iliid. 47. li.

,

14, 0.16 iuit.; oi 7r« vo IIf)y(n, K[>. Aiti. ito., I'ce.

16. c. ; oi Tcapuvojioi, Kp. .dig. 16,
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cii. XXVI. application to all ns who are like Him. For it is

right that they who have one nature shonld have

their name in common, though they differ from each other

in point of time. For Adam was a man, and Paul a man,

and he who has come hito being at this day is a man, and

time is not that condition which alters the nature of the

race. If then the Word also differs from us only in time,

then we must be as He. But in truth neither we are Word

or Wisdom, nor is He creature or work ; else why are we all

sprung from one, and He the Only Word ? but though it be

suitable to them thus to speak, in us at least it is unsuitable

to entertaiu their blasphemies. And yet, needless though

it be to ]-efiue^ upon these passages, considering their so

clear and religious sense, and our own orthodox belief, yet

that their irreligiou may be shown here also, come let us

shortly, as we have received from the fathers, expose

their heterodoxy from the passage in question.

251. It is a custom with divine Scripture to take the

things of nature as images and illustrations for mankind ;

and this it does, that from these physical objects the

moral impulses of man may be explained ; and thus their

conduct shown to be either bad or righteous. For in-

stance, in the case of the bad, as when it charges. Bo ye

not like 1o horse and mule which have no i/)ulersfandm/j. Or

as when it says, complaining of those who have become

such, 3Ia/i, bdiiji in honour hath no understanding, but is

compared unto the heusts that perish. And again. They

were as fed horses in the morning. And t]ie Saviour to

expose Herod said, Tell that fox : but, on the other hand,

charged His disciples, Ih'hold I send you forth as sheep in the

midst of wolves ; t)e yo tlierefore wise as serpents and innocent

5 TrffuipyalfcrQm, vid. Omt. ii. is otherwise explained as em-

§ 34, § 73. fin. iii. § 1- § 43, liraeing various kinds of bad

init. 'iv. § 33 init. Scrap, 'i. 15 books in Ortlob. Dissert, ap.

fin. 17, d. 18, e. Trepifpya iu Tliesanr. Nov. Theol.-Phil. in

Acts xix. 19, is generally in- N. T. t. 2.

terpreted of magic, though it
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tts dove>i. And He t5aid this, iiuL that we may be-
jif

"•
i^'!!',-g.

come ill nature beasts of burden, or become ser-

pents and doves ; for He hath not so made us Himseh', and

therefore nature does not allow of it ; but that we might

eschew the irrational motions of the one, and being aware of

the wisdom of that other animal, might not be deceived by

it, and might take on us the meekness of the dove. Again,

taking patterns for man from divine subjects, the Saviour

says, Be ye merciful, m /jour Father who Is in heaven is

merciful ; and, Be ye perfect, as your heavenly Father is

perfect. And He said this too, not that we might be-

come such as the Father ; for to become as the Father is

impossible for us creatures, who have been brought into

being out of nothing ; but as He charged us. Be ye not

like to horse, not lest we should become as draught animals,

but that we ought not to imitate their want of reason ; so

not that we might become as God, did He say. Be ye

merciful as your Father, but that, looking at His beneficent

acts, what we do well, we might do not for men's sake,

but for His sake, so that from Him and not from men we

may have the reward. For as, although there be one Son

by nature. True and Only-begotten, we too become sons,

not as He in nature and truth, but according to the grace

of Him that calleth ; and though we are men from the

earth, we are yet called gods, not as the True God or His

Word, but as has pleased God who has given us that

grace ; so also, as God do we become merciful, not by

being made equal to God, nor becoming in nature and

truth benefactors, (for it is not our gift to benelit, but it

belongs to God,) but in order that what has come to us

from God Himself by grace, these things we may impart

to others without making distinctions, but largely towards

all extending our kind service. For only then and in

this way can we anyhow become imitators, and in no other,

when we minister to others what comes from Him.
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CH. XXVI. ^52_ ^\mi as ^e put a fair and orbliodox sense

upon these texts, sucli again is the sense of the

passage in John. For He does not say, that as the Son is

in tlie Father, such we must become :—whence could it

be ? when He is God's Word and Wisdom, and we were

fashioned out of tlie earth, and He is by nature and sub-

stance Word and true God,—for thus speaks John, We

know that the Son, of God Ik come, diul He luith ijiveii w.s an

understanding to Icnoic Him that is True, and we are in Him
ilud is true, even in His Son Jesus Christ ; tids is the true

God and eternal life. And we are made sons through Hhn
by adoption and grace, as partaking of His Spirit, (for

as many as received Him, he says, to tliem gave He }wwer to

become children of God, even to them tltat believe on, His

Name,) and therefore also He is the Truth, (saying, I am
the Truth, and in His address to His Father, He said

Sanctify them through Thy Trutli, Tlnj Word is Truth;)

but we by imitation become virtuous and sons :—therefore,

not that we may become such as He, did He say, ttud they

may be one as We are ; but that as He, being the Word, is in

His own Father, so we too, taking Him as an exemplar

and looking at Him, might become one towards each other

in unanimity and oneness of spirit, nor be at variance as

the Corinthians, but breathe the same sentiments as those

five thousand in the Acts, who were as one. For it is as

sons, not as the Son ; as gods, not as He Himself, and mer-

ciful as the Fattier, but still not as the Father. And, as has

been said, by so becoming one, as the Father and the Son,

we shall be such, not as the Father is by nature in the Son

and the Son in the Father, but according to our own
nature, and as it is possil)le for us from that nature to be

moulded and to learn how we ought to be one, just as Ave

learned also to be merciful. For like things are naturally

one with like ; thus all flesh is ranked together in kind

;

but the Word is unlike us and like the Father. And
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therefore while He is in natui-e and truth one jj^j^^; fj'^gi

vvitli His own Father, we, as J:)eing of one kind with

each otlier, (for from one were all made, and one is the nature

of all men,) become one with each other in good disposition,

having as om' copy the Bon's natnral unity with the Father.

For as He taught us meekness from Himself, saying. Loam

of Mc,fo)- 1 (im i/ic/'Jc and lowlij in /war/, not that we may be-

come equal to Him, which is impossible, but that looking to-

wards Him, we may remain meek continually, so also here,

wishing that our good disposition '' towards each other

should be true and hrm and iiidissoluljle, from Himself

taking the pattern. He says, //t.af t/icij inaij be one, as We

are whose oneness is indivisible ; that is, that " they learning

from Us wliat is Our indivisible Nature, may preserve in like

manner agreement one with another." And this imitation

of things which are in nature is especially safe for man,

as has been said ; for since they remain and never

change, whereas the conduct of men is very change-

able, one may look to what is unchangeable by nature,

and avoid what is bad, and re-model themselves on what is

best.

253. And for this reason also the words t/ud t/ieij may be

one in Us, have a right sense :
" in Us " means " after

our pattern." If, for instance, it were possible for us

to become as the Son in the Father, the words ought to

run, "that they may be one in Thee," as the Son is in the

Father ; but, as it is, He has not said this ; but by saying

ill Us He has pointed out the distance and difference ; that

He indeed is Only in the Only Father, as Only Word and

Wisdom : but we in the Son, and through Him in the

Father. And thus speaking, He meant this Only, " By

Our unity may they also be so one with each other, as We
' (")i«0f.(T£(, disposition; this is 7, Theod. Hist. i. 4 (5), ioi'..

its sense in Deer. § 2 fin. Orat Parker stranp^ely translates in ii.

ii. § 4, iii. § 20. Mouach. iuit. §4, "external condition."

Hist. Arian. § 45. Hipp. c. Noet.
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jj_j.g 02^,3 [n nature and truth ; for otherwise they

could not be one, except by learning unity in Qs."

And that in Us has this signification we may learn from

Paul, who says, These tJiiiKjs I have in a Jiyuie

transferred to myself and to ApoUos, that i/e may learn in

us not to be puffed up ahove that is written. The words

in Us, then, are not " in the Father," as the Son is in

Him ; but imply an example and image, instead of saying,

" Let them learn of Us." For as Paul to the Corinthians,

so is the oneness of the Son and the Father a pattern and

lesson to all, by which they may learn, looking to that natural

unity of the Father and the Son, how they themselves ought to

be one in spirit towards each other. Or if it needs to account

for the phrase otherwise, the words in Us may mean the

same as saying, that in the power of the Father and the

Son they may be one, speaking the same things ; for

without God this is imposssible. And this mode of speech

also we may find in the divine writings, as In God will we

do yreat acts ; and In Thee will we tread down our enemies.

Therefore it is plain, that in the Name of Father and Son

we shall be able, becoming one, to hold firm the bond of

charity.

254. For, dwelling still on the same thought, the Lord

says, And the ylory wldch Thou yavest Me I have yiven to

them, that they may he one as We are one. Suitably has He

here too said, not, "That they may be in Thee as I am,"

for that would have ,been to make Him one of them, and

to make them one with the Father, but as We are; but as

to the word as, it signifies not identity with, but an image

and example of the things spoken of. The Word then

has the real and true identity of nature with the Father

;

but to us it is given to imitate it, as has been said ; for He

immediately adds, / in them and Thou in Jle ; that they

may be nuule perfect in one. Here at length the Lord asks

something greater and more perfect for us ; for it is plain
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that it is in us that the Word has come to l)e, for ..?''• .^''''1%
' in. § 21—23.

He has put on our body. And Thou Fatlicr in Me ;

" for I am Thy Word, and since Thou art in Me, because I

am Thy Word, and since I am in them by reason of the

body, and since by reason of Thee the salvation of men is

perfected in Me, therefore I ask that they also may become

one, according to the body that is in Me and according to its

perfection ; that they too may become perfect, having one-

ness with It, and having become all one in It ; that, as if

all were carried by Me, all may be one body and one spirit,

and may grow up unto a perfect man," For we all,

partaking of the Same, become one body, having the

one Lord in ourselves. Since the passage then has

this meaning, still more plainly is refuted the hetero-

doxy of Christ's enemies. I repeat it : if He had said

simply and absolutely "that they may be one in Thee,"

or "that they and I may be one in Thee," God's enemies

had had some plea, though an extravagant ; but in fact He
has not spoken simply, but, As Tliou, Father, in Me, and I
in Thee, that they may be all one.

255. Moreover, by using the word as. He marks that He
is speaking of tlio.se who only distantly become what

He is in the Father ; distantly not in place but in

nature ; for in place nothing is far from God, in nature

alone all things are far from Him. And, as I said be-

fore, whoso uses the particle as implies, not identity nor

(^quality with, but a copy of the matter in question, when

viewed in a certain respect. Indeed we may learn also

from our Saviour Himself, when He says, For as Jonas was

tJiree days and three niylits in the whate's belly, so shall the

Son of man l>e three days and three niyhts in the heart of the

earth. For Jonas was not as the Saviour, nor did Jonas

go down to Hades ; nor was the whale Hades ; nor did Jonas,

when swallowed up, bring up those who had before been

swallowed by the whale, but he alone came forth, when

B b
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i\^Q whale was biLklen. Therefore there is no

identity nor equaUty signified in the term c/.s, but

one thing and another ; and there is a certain kind of

parallel to our Lord in the case of Jonas, on account of the

three days. In like manner then we too, when the Lord says

as, neither become as the Son is in the Father, nor as the

Father is in the Son. For we become one as the Father and

the Son in mind and agreement of spirit, and the Saviour will

be as Jonas buried in the earth ; but as the Saviour is not

Jonas, nor, as he, was swallowed up, so did the Saviour descend

into Hades, but it is only a parallel ; in like manner, if we

too become one, as the Son in the Father, we shall not be

as the Son nor equal to Him ; for He and we are but

parallels. For on this account is the word as applied to

us ; since things differing from others in nature become

as they when viewed in a certain relation.

256. Wherefore the Son Himself, simply and without

any condition, is in the Father ; for this attribute He has

by nature ; but for us, to whom it is not natural, there is

needed a pattern and example, that He may say of us, As

Thou in Me, mid I in Thee. " And when they shall be so

perfected," He says, " then the world knows that Thou

hast sent Me, for unless I had come and borne this their

body, no one of them had been perfected, but one and all

had remained corruptible. Work Thou then in them,

Father ; and as Thou hast given to Me to bear this body,

g]-ant to them Thy Spirit, that they too in It may become

one, and may be perfected in Me. For their perfecting shows

that Thy Word has sojourned among tliem ; and tlie world

seeing them perfect and full of Clod, will l)elieve altogether

that Thou hast sent Me, and I have sojourned here. For

whence is this their perfecting, but that I, Thy Word,

having borne their body, and become man, have perfected

the work which Thou gavest Me, Father > And the work

is perfected, because men, redeemed from sin, no longer
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remain dead ; but beiii"- made a:ods, have in each ..?°-o^'^'L-.' ~ o 7
111. J jS6—^4,

other, by looking at Me, the bond of charity."

257. We tlien, by way of giving a rude view of t:iu lan-

guage used in this passage, have been led into many words
;

but blessed John in liis Epistle will show the sense of the

Avords, concisely and much more perfectly than we can.

And he will both disprove the interpretation of these

impious men, and will teach how we come to be in God

and God in us, and how again in Him we become One, and

how utterly the Hon differs in nature from us ; and he will

thereby rid the Arians of their imagination that they shall

be as the Son, lest they hear it said to them, Thou art a man
and not God, and. Stretch not thijspjf, heliaj poor, tyeside the

rich. John then thus writes : Hereby hiou) ive that ive

dwell in Him and. He in as, t)ecause He hath given us of His

Spirit. Therefore, because of the grace of the Spirit

which has been given to us, in Him we come to be, and

He in us ; and since it is the Spirit of God, therefore

through His becoming in us, reasonably are we, as having

the Spirit, considered to be in God, and thus is God in us.

Not then as the Sou in the Father, so also we come to be

in the Father ; for the Son of God does not merely partake

the Spirit, in order to His being in the Father ; nor again

does He receive the Spirit at all, but rather He supplies It

Himself to all ; and the Spirit does not unite the Word to

the Father, but rather the Spirit recei\'es from the Word.

And the Son is in the Father, as His proper Word and

Eadiance ; but we, apart from the Spirit, are foreign and

distant from God, and by the participation of the Spirit

we are knit into the Godhead ; so that our being in the

Father is not ours by nature, but is the Spirit's gift who
is in us and abides in us, while by confession of the faith

we preserve It in us, John again saying, Wliosoever shall

confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God dwelleth in him

und he in God.

Bb2
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cu. XXVI. 258. What then is our Ukeness and equaUty to

the Son ? rather, are not the Arians confuted on

every side ? and especially by John, from whom we learu

that the Son is in the Father in one way, and we become

in Him in another, and that neither we shall ever be as He,

nor is the Word as we ; unless indeed they boldly persist in

saying still, that the Son also by participation of the Spirit

and by ethical improvement '' came to be in the Father.

But here again there is an excess of impiety, even in ad-

mitting the thouglit. For He, as has been said, gives to the

Spirit, and whatever the Spirit hath. He hath from the

Word. The Saviour, then, saying of us, As Thou, Father,

art ill Me, and I in Thee, that they too may he one in Us,

does not signify that we were to have identity with Him,

as was shown from the instance of Jonas ; but it is a

claim upon the Father, as John has written, that the Spirit

should be vouchsafed through Him to those who beUeve,

through whom we are found to be in God, and in this

respect to be united in Him. For since the Word is in

the Father, and the Spirit is given from the Word, He
wills that we should receive the Spirit, in order that,

when we receive It, then, having the Spirit of the Word

who is in the Father, we too may be found, by reason of

the Spirit, One in the Word, and through Him with the

Father.

259. And if He says, as we, this again is only a request

that such grace of the Sj^irit as is given to the disciples

may be without failure or revocation. For what the Word

has in the way of nature, as I said, in the Father, that He
wishes to be given to us through the Spirit irrevocably

;

which the Apostle knowing, said. Who shall separate as

from the lore of C/irist ? for the gifts of God and grare of

'' l3e\ri(OfTBi TTpa'^fwg, and so ad (supr. pp. 215 init., 222 fin. 227,

Afros, TpoTTwv /3€\7-tw(T(f, 8. Vid. &c.)

also Orat. i. §§ 37, 43, 47, &c.
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El). Bkx.
iii. § 24-26.

Hia callwfi are milioid reppiifancp. It is the Spirit ^"- ^^'-^

then which is in Clod, and not we viewed in onr

own selves ; and as we are sons and gods becanse of the Word
ill ns, so we shall be in the 8on and in the Father, and we

shall be acconnted to have become one in Son and in Father,

inasmncli as that Spirit is in ns which is in the Word who is

in the Father. When then a man falls from the Spirit for

any wickedness, if he repent after his fall, the grace remains

irrevocably to snch sonls as have the will ; bnt he who has

fallen is no longer in Clod, (becanse that Holy Spirit and

Paraclete which is in Grod has deserted him,) and shall hence-

forth be in him to whom he has snbjected himself, as took

place in Sanl's instance ; for the Spirit of God departed from

him and an evil spirit afflicted him. Grod's enemies hearing

this onght to be thereupon abashed, and no longer to feign

themselves equal to Grod. But they neither understand (for

the irreligious, he saith, does not understand Imowledge) nor

endure religious words, but find them heavy even to hear.

Chapter XXVII.

Answer to objections from Scripture ; Introductory to Texts

from the Gospels on the Incarnation.

260. For behold, as if not wearied out in their impieties,

bub with hardened Pharaoh, wliile they hear and see the

Saviour's human attributes in the Gospels, they have utterly

forgotten, like the Samosatene, the Son's paternal Godhead,

and with arrogant and audacious tongue they say, " How
can the Son be from the Father by nature, and be like Him
in substance, who says, All power is (jiven unto Me ; and

?Vw' Father jud/jeth no man, hut hath committed (dl judgment

unto the Son; and The Fcdher loveth the Son, and hath tjiven

all tliinys into His hand; he that helieretli in the Son hath

ei'erlasting life; and again. All things are delivered mrto Me
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cn. XXVII.
qJ ]\ffj Father, and no one knoivofh the Father

save the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will

reveal Him ; and again, AJl that the Father hath (jlven unto

Me shall come to Me.'' On this^ they observe, "If, as ye

say. He was Son l)y nature. He liad no need to receive

aui^-lit, but He had it by nature as a 8on."

261. "Or how can He be the natural and true Power of

the Father, who near upon the season of tlie passion says,

Now is Mjj sold tronMed, and what shall I say? Father,

save Me from this hoar ; hut for this came I unto this hour.

Father, (jlorify Thy Name. Then came there a voice from

heaven, saylny, I have both ylorified it, and will ylorify it

ayain. And He said the same another time : Father, if it

be possible, let this cup pass from Ble ; and when Jesus had

thus said. He was troubled in spirit, and testified and said,

Verily, verily, I say unto you, that one of you shall betray

Me.'' Then these perverse men argue :
" If He were Power,

He had not feared, but rather He had sujiplied power to

others."

262. Further they say :
" If He were by nature the true

and proper Wisdom of the Father, how is it written. And

Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour with

God and mmi? In like manner, when He had come into

the parts of Ciesarea Philippi, He asked the disciples

whom men said that He was ; and when He came to

Bethany He asked where Lazarus lay ; and He said

besides to His disciples, How many loaves have ye? How

then," say they, "is He Wisdom, who increased in wisdom,

and who was evidently ignorant of that which He asked

of others ?

"

263. This too they urge :
" How can He be the proper

Word of the Father, without whom the Father never was,

by whom He makes all things, as ye think, whereas He said

upon the Cross, My God, My God, ivhy hast Thou forsaken

Me? and He had before that prayed. Glorify Thy Name,
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and, Father, ulorifi/ Thou Me wUh the nlory which iii^^2S.
/ had with Thee before the ivorld was. And He
used to pray in the deserts, and charge His disciples to pray

lest they should enter into temptation : and, The spirit indeed

is tn'/l/n//, He said, />ut the ffesh t'x weak. And, Of that day

and th.at hour hioweth no man, no, nor the Auf/els, neither

tlie Son.''' Upon this again they say, " If the Son were,

according to yonr interpretation, eternally existent with God,

He had not heen ignorant of the Bay, hut had known it

as being Word ; nor had He been forsaken as being co-

existent ; nor had asked to receive glory, as having it in

the Father ; nor would have prayed at all, for, being the

Word, He had needed nothing ; but since He is a creature

and one of things which were brought into being, therefore

He thus spoke, and needed what He had not ; for it belongs

to creatures to require and to have needs."

2(j4. This then is what these men allege in their dis-

courses ; and if they thus argue, it would be only consistent

in them to speak yet more daringly :
" Why in the first

instance did the Word become flesh ? " and they might

add, " For how could He, being God, become man ? " or,

" How could the Innnaterial bear a body ? " or they might

speak with Caiaphas still more Judaically, " Why in short

did Christ, being a mere man, make Himself G-od ? " for

this doctrine and the like the Jews carped at when they

saw Him, and the Arians repudiate when they read of Him,

and have fallen away into l)lasphemies. If then a man

should carefully parallel the words of these and those, he

will of a certainty find them both arriving at the same in-

fidelity, and the daring of their impiety equal, and their

quarrel with us a joint one.''^ For the Jews said, " How,

being a man, can He be God ? " And the Arians, " If He
were very God from God, how could He become man ?

"

' This parallel between the drawn out by Athan. in Deer.

Arians and the Jews is also § 1 and 2 (supr. pp. 12, 13).
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cii. XXVII.
^j-,f| t^]-ig jg^yg ^ygj^-g offuntied then and mocked,

saying, " Had He been Son of God, He liad not

endured the Cross
;

" and the Arians, taknig their stand

over against them, urge u]ion us, " How dare ye say that

He is the Word proper to the Father's Sul)stance, who had

a body, so as to be capable of enduring all this ? " Next,

while the Jews sought to kill the Lord, because He said that

God was His own Father, and made Himself equal to Him.

as working what the Father works, the Arians also, not

only have learned to deny both that He is equal to God, and

that God is the proper and natural Father of the Word, but

those who hold this they seek to kill. Again, whereas the

Jews said, " /s not f/iis the Son of Joseph, ichose father and
mother we hioic ? how then is it that He saith, Before

Ahriham was, I am, and / came clown from heaven ? " the

Arians on the other hand make response^ and say con-

formably, " How can He be Word or God, who slept as

man, and wept, and inquired ? " Thus both parties deny

the Eternity and Godhead of the Word in consequence of

those human attributes which the Saviour took on Him by

reason of that flesh which He bore.

265. Extravagance then like this being Judaic, and

Judaic after the mind of Judas the traitor, let them openly

confess themselves scholars of Caiaphas and Herod, instead

Hence his phrase oi vvv 'lovSaici name of Jews, u> xP'^'^t'^I^"X"' '>^«'

for Arians (in spite of his some- dxeipiTTOi 'Inv^aloi. Orat. iii. § 55.

times using it for the Jews of his They are said to be Jews pastim.
day, e.o-. Orat. i. §§ 8, 10, 38, ii. It is observable, that Eusebius
1, &c.), e.p:. 'lovealoi o'i re TraXaiol makes a point, on the contrary,
Kal 01 I'Eoi oiiToi, Orat. iii. § 52. of calling Marcellus a Judaiser
raiv vvv 'lovSaiiov, in illud Omnia, and Jewish, on the ground that

§ 5. o( 7-07-6 Kal 01 veoi vvv, iSent. he denied that Wi.sdom was more
D. 3, Tiov vs(i)v 'lav^aiwv, ibid. 4, than an attribute in the Divine
init. (vid. also kciI u'l TOTt'lovcaXoi,'\. Mind, e.g. pp. 42, c. 62, fin. 65, d.

Orat. § 8, yet vid. o'l rdn. 'luvealot, ^ tTmKovov(nv. Montfaucon in

de 8yn. § 33.) tmv vvv 'lovSdi- Onomast. (Ath;in. 0pp. t. 2, ad
i^ovTcop, Orat. i. § 39. t) 'lovSaiKi^ calc.) adduces other passages in

vta a'iptaiQ, Hist. Arian. 19 fin. his author, where tTrciKovfiv, like

'lovSct7v( o'l TOTt .... 'Aptiavoi inraKovtir, means to answer, vid.

vvv 'lovSat'CovTeg, Deer. § 2. The Apolog. contr. Arian. § 88, Apol,
Arians are addressed under the ad Const. § 16, init.
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of cloakino' Judaism with the name of Christianity, ...^V-,,?'''!J;i^ •' ' 111. § 27— 28.

and let them deny outright, as we said before, the

Saviour's presence in the flesh, for a disbelief of this sort

is akin to their heresy ; or if they fear openly to Judaise

and be circumcised,^ from servility towards Constantius and

for their sake whom they have beguiled, then let them keep

from saying what the Jews say ; for if they disown the

name, let them in fairness renounce the doctrine. For we

are Christians, Arians, Christians we ; it is our privilege

Avell to know the Gospels concerning the Saviour, and neither

with Jews to stone Him, if we hear of His Godhead and

Eternity, nor with you to stumble at such lowly sayings as

He may speak for our sakes as man. If then you would

become Christians, put off Arius's madness and cleanse with

the words of religion those ears of yours which blaspheming

has defiled ; knowing that, by ceasing to be Arians, you

will cease also from the malevolence of the present Jews.

Then at once will truth shine on you out of darkness, and

ye will no longer reproach us with holding two Eternals,

but ye will with us acknowledge that the Lord is God's

true Son by nature, and not as simply eternal in Himself,

but revealed as co-e.xisting in the Father's eternity. He

is more than eternal ; He is co-eternal. For there are

things called eternal of which He is Framer ; thus in the

twenty-third Psalm it is A\Titten, Lift up your ]i,eads, ye

yate^, and he ye lift 2ip, ye ererlasti/ig doors ,• and it is plain

that through Him these things were made ; but if even of

things everlasting He is the Framer, who of us shall be

able henceforth to dispute that He is anterior to those

things eternal, and in consequence is proved to be Lord

not so much from His eternity, as in that He is God's

Son ; for being the Son, He is inseparable from the Father,

and never was it when He existed not, but He was always ;

1 And so supr. p. 216.
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ch. XXVII. r^^y^^ being the Father's Image and Eadiancc, He

has the Father's eternity also.

2{'A]. Now that they certainly give an unsound interpreta-

tion of these passages from the (lospels we may easily see,

if we take into account the scope of that faith whicli we

Christians hold, and apply it as our rule, as the Apostle

teaches in our reading of inspired Scripture. ^ For

Christ's enemies, being ignorant of this drift, have wan-

dered from the way of truth, and have stumbled on a

stone of stumbling, thinking otherwise than they should

think. Now the scope and form of Scripture teaching, as

we have often said, is this,—it contains a double announce-

ment of the Saviour ; that He was ever God, and is the

Son, being the Father's Word and Radiance and Wisdom ;

and that afterwards for us He took flesh of a Virgin, of

Mary, Mother of God, and was made man. And this scope

is to 1)0 found traced throughout inspired Scripture, as the

Lord Himself has said, >'^rmr/i the Scriptures, for the// are

they which testify of Me. But lest I should exceed in

writing, by bringing together all the passages on the

subject, let it suffice to mention as a specimen, first John

saying, In the bef/iimi/ig was the Word, and the Word was

with God, and the Word was God. The same was in the

heriinniny with God. AH things were made hy Him, and

ivithoid Him was made not one tlrlny • next, And the Word

tvas made flesh and dwelt among vs, and we Wield His glorg,

the glory as of the Only-begotten of the Father ; and next

Paul writing. Who being in the form of God, thought it not

robbery to be equal with God, bu^ made Himself of no rejm-

tation, and tool- iqwu Him th" firm of a servant, and was

made in the likeness of men, and being found in fashion like

a man. He humbled Himself, and became obedient unto deatli,

even the death of the Cross. Any one beginning with these

2 Vid. Append. Begula Fnlei : also supr. pp. 163, 214, infr.

399, 407 note, 427, &c.



aPtAinst arianism. 395

passages and going through the whole of Scripture, ;!"• 2^8-30.

upon the interpretation which they suggest, will

perceive how in the beginning the Father said to Him, Let

there he liijlit, and Let tli.ere he a firmament, and Let us make

man ; and how in fulness of the ages, He sent Him into the

world, not that He might judge the ^vorld, but that the world

by Him might be saved, and how accordingly it is written,

Behold a Virgin shall he with child, and shall bring forth a

Son, and they shall rail His Name Emmanuel, which, being

interpreted, is God -with us. The reader then of divine

Scripture may acquaint himself with those passages from

the older books ; and from the Gospels on the other hand

he will perceive that the Lord became man ; for the Word,

he says, became flesh and dwelt among us.

2r)7, And He became man, and did not come into man
;

for this it is necessary to know, lest perchance these men

fall into this notion also, and beguile any into thinking, that,

as in former times the Word was used to come into each

of the saints, so now He sojourned in a man, hallowing him

also, and manifesting himself as in the others. For if it

were so, and He only appeared in a man, it were nothing

strange, nor had those who saw Him been startled, saying.

Whence is He ? and wherefore dost Thou, being a man,

make Thyself God ? for they were familiar with the idea,

from the words. And the ^Yord of the Lord came to the

Prophets one by one. But now, shice the Word of God,

by whom all things came to l)e, endured to become also

Son of man, and humbled Himself, taking a servant's form,

therefore to the Jews the Cross of Christ is a scandal, but

to us Christ is God's power and God's wisdom ; for t/^e

Word, as John says, became flesh ;
(it being the custom of

Scripture to call man by the name of flesh, as it says by

Joel the Prophet, / will ^mur out Mg Spirit upon cdl flesh •

and as Daniel said to Astyages, / mag not worship idols

made with hands, hut tlie Liring God, who hath created the
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C.I. XXVII. Jipavni (md the rnrfk, and hath Hovoreignfij over all

flesh ; for both he and Joel call mankind flesh.)

Of old time He was wont to come to the Saints individually,

and to hallow those who truly received Hhn ; but neither,

071 their birth, was it said that He had become man, nor,

when they suffered, was it said that He Himself suffered.

But when He came amoufi^ us from Mary, once for all in

fulness of the ages, for the abolition of sin, (for so it was

pleasing to the Father to send His own Son, made of a v^omaii,

mado under the Law,) then it is said, that He took flesh and
became man, and in that flesh He suffered for us, (as Peter

says, Christ thrrrforr havinfi suffered for us in the flesh,) that

it might be shown, and that we all might believe, that,

whereas He was ever God, and hallowed those to whom
He came, and ordered all things according to the Father's

will, afterwards for our sakes He became man, and bodiJ//,

as the Apostle says, the Godhead dwelt in the flesh ; as

much as to say, " Being God, He had His own body, and
using this is an instrument,^ He became man for our sakes."

268. And on account of this, the properties of the flesh

are said to be His, since He was in it, such as to hunger,

to thirst, to suffer, to weary, and the like, of which the

flesh is capable ; while on the other hand the works proper

to the Word Himself, such as to raise the dead, to restore

sight to the blind, and to cure the woman with an issue

of blood. He did through His own body, and the Word
bore the infirmities of the flesh, as His own, for His was

the flesh ; and the flesh ministered to the works of the

Godhead, because the Godhead was in it, for the body

was God's. And well has the Prophet said carried; and

has not said, " He tended our infirmities," lest, as being

external to the body, and only healing it, as He has

always done. He should leave men subject still to death
;

but He carriea our infirmities, and He Himself liears our

^ Vid. App. opyavov.
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sins, thixt it might be shown that He became man ^f "'go^s:,

for us, and that the body which in Him bore

tliem was His proper body ; and, while He received no

hurt Himself by bcariitij our sins in His hodtj on, the tree,

as Peter speaks, we men were redeemed from our own affec-

tions, and were filled with the righteousness of the Word.

Whence it was that, when the flesh suffered, the Word was

not external to it ; and therefore is the passion said to be

His ; and when He did divinely His Father's works, the

flesh was not external to Him, but in the body itself did

the Lord do them. Hence, when made man, He said.

If I do not the works of the Father, heliece Me not

;

but if I do, though ije believe not Me, believe the works,

that ye nunj know thed the Fattier is in Me, and I in Him.

2G9. And tlius when there was need to raise Peter's

wife's mother who was sick of a fever, He stretched forth

His hand humanly, but He stopped the illness divinely.

And in the case of the man blind from the Ijirth, human was

the spittle which He gave forth from the flesh, but divinely

did He open the eyes through the clay. And in the case

of Lazarus, He gave forth a human voice, as man ; but

divinely, as Clod, did He raise Lazarus from the dead.

These things were so done, were so manifested, because

He had a body, not in appearance, but in truth ; and it

beseemed that the Lord, in putting on human flesh, should

put it on whole with the affections proper to it ; that, as we

say that the body was proper to Him, so also we may say

that the affections of the body were absolutely proper to

Him, though they did not touch Him according to His God-

head. If then the body had been another's, to that other

too had been the affections attributed ; but if the flesh is the

Word's (for the Word became flesh,) of necessity then the

affections also of the flesh are ascribed to Him, whose the

flesh is. And to whom the bodily affections are ascribed,

such namely as to be condemned, to be scourged, to thirst,
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CH. XXVII. and the cross, and death, and the other infirmities

of the hody, of Him too is the triumph and the

grace. For this cause then, consistently and fittingly such

affections are ascribed not to another, but to the Lord ; that

the grace also may be from Him, and that we may become, not

worshippers of any other, but truly devout towards Clod,

because we invoke no creature, no ordinary man, but

the natural and true Son from Clod, who has become man,

yet is not the less Lord and Clod and Saviour.

270. Who will not admire this ? or who will not agree

that such a thing is truly divine ? for if the works of the

Word's Clodhead had not taken place through the body,

man had not been made god ; and again, had not the

belongings of the flesh been ascribed to the Word, man

had not been thoroughly delivered from them ; but though

they had ceased for a little while, as I said before, still sin

hiid remained in man and corruption, as was the case with

mankind before He came ; and for this reason :—Many, for

instance, have been made holy and clean from all sin ; nay,

Jeremias was hallowed even from the womb, and John,

while yet in the woml), leapt for joy at the voice of Mary

Mother of God ; nevertheless, deaih reigned from Adam to

Moses, even orer tltose that had not sinned after the simHitade

of Adam's transgression; and thus men remained mortal

and corruptible as before, liable to the affections proper to

their nature. But now the Word having become man,

and having appropriated the affections of the flesh, no

longer do these affections touch the body, because of the

Word who has come in it, but they are destroyed by Him^

and henceforth men no longer remain sinners and dead

according to their proper affections, but having risen

according to the Word's power, they abide ever innnortal

and incorruptible. Whence also, whereas the flesh i&

born of Mary Mother of Clod, He Himself is said to have

been born, who furnishes to others a generation of being

;
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in order that, by His transferrin"- our "-eneration ..?"-„?''"'l\

into Himself, we may no longer, as mere earth, .

return to earth, but as being knit into the Word from heaven,

may be carried to heaven by Him. Therefore in like manner

not without reason has He transferred to Himself the other

affections of the body also ; that we, no longer as being men,

but as the Word's own, may have share in eternal life. For

no longer according to that former generation in Adam do

we die ; but henceforward, our generation and all infirmity

of flesh being transferred to the Word, we rise from the

earth, the curse by reason of sin l)eing removed, because

of Him who is in us and who has become a curse for us.

And with reason ; for as we are all from earth and die in

Adam, so being regenerated from above of water and
Spirit, in the Christ we are all quickened ; the flesh being

no longer earthly, but being henceforth made the Word,
by reason of God's Word who for our sake became flesh.

271. And that one may attain to a more exact knowledge

of the impassibility of the Word's nature and of the

infirmities ascribed to Him because of the flesh, it will be

well to listen to the blessed Peter ; for he will be a trust-

worthy witness concerning the kSaviour. He writes then

in his Epistle thus : Christ then haciiiij suffered for us in

th" flesh. Therefore also when He is said to hunger and
thirst, and to toil, and not to know, and to sleep, and to

weep, and to ask, and to flee, and to be born, and to

deprecate the cup, and in a word to undergo all that

belongs to the flesh, let it be said, as is congruous, in each

case, " Christ then hungering and thirsting for us in tJte

flesh ;
" and " saying He did not know, and bemg buffeted,

and toiling ///• i/.s in the flesh ;
" and " being exalted too,

and born, and growing i/i the flesh

;

" and " fearing and
hiding i/t. the flesh ;

" and " saying //' // he possible let

this cup 'pnss from Me, and being beaten, and receiving gifts,

for us in the flesh ;
" and in a word all such things for us
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CH. XXVII. yf f/,^ fif,^i^^ YoY on this account has the Apostle

himself said, Clirist ihm having suffered, not in His
Grodhead, but for its in the flesh, that these affections may be
acknowledged as, not proper to the very Word by nature, but
proper by nature to the very liesh.

272. Let no one then stumble at these human affections,

but rather let a man know that in nature the Word Him-
self is impassible, and yet because of that flesh which He
put on, these things are ascribed to Him, since they belong

to the flesh, and the body itself belongs to the Saviour.

And while He Himself, being impassible in nature, re-

mains as He is, not harmed by these affections, but rather

obliterating and destroying them, men, their passions as

if changed and abohshed in the Impassible, henceforth

become also impassible themselves and free from them
for ever, as John teaches when he says, And ye know that

He was manifested to take awaij our sins, and in Him is no sin.

And this being so, no heretic shall object, "Wherefore
rises the flesh, being by nature mortal ? and if it rises,

why not hunger too and thirst, and suffer, and remain
mortal ? for it came from the earth, and how can its natural

condition pass from it ? " because the flesh is able now to

make answer to this so contentions heretic, " I am from
earth, being by nature mortal, but afterwards I became
the Word's flesh, and He carried my affections, though
He is without them ; and so I became free from them,

being no more abandoned to their service, because of the

Lord who has made me free from them. For if thou makest
it a difficulty that I am rid of that corruption which is by
nature, next thou wilt be making it a difficulty that God's

Word took my form of servitude ; for as tlie Lord, putting

on the body, became man, so we men are made gods by
the Word, as being taken to Him through His fiesh, and
henceforward inherit life everlasting."

278. These points we have found it necessary first to



AOtAIXST artaxism. 401

discuss, that, when wc se^ Him doiiii^- or sayino- -^y^^-^^^^^

ano'ht divinely throno'h the instrument of His own

body, v--e may know that He so works, as being God ; and

also, if we see Him speaking or suffering humanly, we may

not be ignorant that, by bearing flesh, He became man, and

iience He so acts and so speaks. For if we recognise what

belongs to each, and see and understand that both these

things and those are done by One, we are right in our faith,

and shall never go astray. Bat if a man, looking at what

is done divinely by the Word, deny the body, or looking at

what is proper to the body, deny the Word's presence in

the flesh, or from what is human entertain low thoughts

concerning the Word, such a one, as a Jewish vintner,'*

mixing water with the wine, will account the Cross an

offence, or as a Gentile, will deem the preaching to be folly.

This then is what happens to God's enemies the Arians
;

for looking at what is human in the Saviour, they have

judged Him a creature. They ought in consistency, looking

also at the divine, works of the Word, to deny the birth

of His liody, and henceforth to rank themselves with

Manichees. As to them, however, let them learn, though

tardily, that fJiP Word became flesh ; and let us, retaining

the general scope of the faith, acknowledge that what

they interpret ill, has a right interpretation.

Chapter XXVIII.

Answer to ohjpctioiis from Snipture ; teafhhj, Matthew xxviii.

18, John iii. 35, c{:c.

274. For, The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all

fhiiit/s into His hand; and. All things are given unto 3Ie of

* Vid. pp. 26, 352.

C C



402 THREE DISCOURSES OF ATHANASIUS

ch.xxviii. 2hj Father ; and, I run do nothiiuj of Myself, hut

«.s / hear, I jadye ; and the like passages, do not

show that the Son once had not these prerogatives,—(for had

not He eternally what the Father has, who is the Only Word
and Wisdom of the Father in substance, who also says, All

that the Fatlier ludh are Mine, and what are Mine, are the

Father's ? for if the things of the Father are the Son's and

the Father hath thcni ever, it is i^lain that what the Son

hath, being the Father's, was ever in the Son)—not then

because once He had them not, did He say this, but because,

whereas the Son hath eternally what He hath, yet He hath

them from the Father. For lest a man, perceiving that

the Son has all that the Father hath, from the unvarying

likeness and identity of that He hath, should wander into

the impiety of Sabellius, considering Him to be the Father,

therefore He has said Is given unto Me, and / have received,

and Are delivered to Me, only to show that He is not the

Father, but the Father's Word, and the Eternal Son, who

because of His likeness to the Father, hath eternally what

He hath from Him, and because He is the Son, hath from

the Father what eternally He hath.

275. Moreover, that Is given and Are delivered, and the like,

do not impair the Godhead of the Son, but rather show Him
to be truly Son, we may learn from the passages themselves.

For if all things are delivered unto Him, first. He is other

than that all which He has received ; next, being specially

heir. He alone can be the Son, and proper to the Father

according to Substance. For if He were one out of all, then

He were not Iieir specially, but every one of that all would

have .received according as the Father willed and gave.

But now, as receiving all tilings. He is other than them

all, and alone proper to the Father.

276. Moreover, that Is given and Are delivered do not show

that once He had them not, we prove as regards this and

the like passages from a special instance ; for the Saviour
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Himself savs, As the Father hath life in Himsplf, so ^d- ben.
'' ' *' Ji - „i. 5 36-37.

hath He (jiven also to the Son to have life in Himself.

Now from die words HatJb given, He signifies that He is not

the Fathei- ; but in saying so, He shows the Son's natural

resemblance and belonging to the Father. \i then once the

Father had not, then indeed the 8on once had not ; for as the

Father, so also the Son has. But if this is impious to say, and

orthodox on the contrary to say that the Father had ever, is

it not extravagant in them when the Son says that, as the

Father has, so also the Son has, to say that He has not so,

but otherwise ? No, rather is the Word faithful, and all

things which He says that He has received, He has had

always, and " from " the Father ; and the Father indeed not

from any, but the Son from the Father. For as in the

instance of the radiance, if the radiance itself should say,

"All places the light hath given me to enlighten, and I do

not enlighten from myself, but as the light wills," yet in

saying this, it does not imply that it once had not, but it

means, " I am proper to the light, and all things of the

light are mine ;
" so, and much more, must we understand

in the instance of the Son. For the Father, having given

all things to the Son, in the Son still hath all things ; and,

the Son having, still the Father hath them ; for the Son's

Godhead is the Father's Godhead, and thus the Father in

the Son takes the oversight of all things.

277. And while such is the sense of these passages, those

too which speak humanly concerning the Saviour, admit
of a religious meaning also. For with this end have we
examined them beforehand, that, if we should hear Him
asking where Lazarus is laid, or when He asks ou coming
into the parts of Csesarea, Whom do men say that I am ?

or, Hoiv many loaves have ye ? and. What will ye that I shall

do unto you? we may know, from what has been already

said, the orthodox sense of the passages, and may not

stumble with the Christ-opposing Arians. First then we

Cc2
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cn.xxviiT. nii^st put this fjuestion to them, Why do they con-

sidcr Him ignorant ? for one who asks, does not for

certain ask from ignorance ; but it is possible for one who

knows, still to ask concerning what he knows. Thus John

was aware that Christ, when asking, Hoir mt/n// loaves have ijo ?

was not ignorant, for he says. And this He said to i)rove

him, for He Himself Inieir what He would do. But if

He knew what He was doing, therefore not in ignorance

but with knowledge, did He ask. From this instance we

may understand similar ones ; that, when the Lord asks,

He does not ask in ignorance, where Lazarus lies,—nor

again, whom men do say that He is, but knowing the

thing which He was asking, and aware what He was about

to do ; and thus with ease is their sophism overthi'own.

27S. Next, if they still persist on account of His asking,

then they nuist be told that in the Godhead indeed ignorance

is not, l)ut to the flesh ignorance is proper, as has been

said. And that this is really so, observe how the Lord who

inquired where Lazarus lay. Himself said, when He was

not on the spot but a great way off, Lazarus is dead,

and where he was dead ; and how that it was He who is

considered by them as ignorant who foreknew the reasonings

of the disciples, and was aware of what was in the heart

of each, and of what ivas in man, and, what is greater, who

alone knows the Father and says, / in the Father and the

Father in Me. Therefore this is clear to every one, that

the flesh indeed is ignorant, but the Word Himself, con-

sidered as the Word, knows all things even before they

happen. For He did not, when He became man, cease to

be God ; nor, whereas He is God, does He shrink from what

is man's ; perish the thought ; but rather, being God, He
has taken to Him the flesh, and being in the flesh makes

the flesh god. For as He asked questions in it, so also in it

did He raise the dead ; and He made it clear to all that He
who quickens the dead and recalls the soul, much more doth
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He discern the secrets of all. And He knew where „p;H^^io
111. 5 '^*— "^»

Lazarus lay, and yet He asked ; for the All-holy

Word of God, who endured all thhigs for our sakes, did

tliis, that, thus carrying our ignorance. He might vouchsafe

to us the knowledge of His own only and true Father, and

of Himself, who was sent because of us for the salvation of

all, than which no grace could be greater.

279. When then the Saviour uses the words which they

allege in their defence. Power is given to Me, and Glorify

Thy Son, and Peter says, Foiver is yiuen unto Him, we

understand all these passages alike, viz., thus humanly

because of the body He says all this. For though He

had no need, nevertheless He is said to have received

what He received humanly, tliat on the other hand, inas-

much as the Lord has received, and the grant is lodged

with Him, the grace may remain sure to us. For while

mere man receives, he is liable to lose again, (as was

shown in the case of Adam, for he received and he lost,) but

that the grace may be irrevocable, and may be kept sure for

men, therefore He Himself appropriates the gift ; and He

says that He has received power, as man, which He ever

has as God, and He who glorifies others, says. Glorify Me,

to show that that very flesh which He has taken has need

of these things. Wherefore, when the flesh receives, since

that which receives is in Him, and He by taking it hath

become man, therefore He is said Himself to have received.

H then, (as has so often been said,) the Word did not become

mail, then let Him be said to receive, and to need, and to

be ignorant, as you would have it ; but if He has become

man^ (and, He has,) and it attaches to man to receive, and

to need, and to ha ignorant, wherefore do we consider the

(liver as receiver ? and the Dispenser to others why do we

suspect to be in need ? and why divide the Word from the

Father, as imperfect and needy, to the stripping human

nature of grace ? For if indeed the Word Himself, con-
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cu.xxvm. siciered as Word, has received and been gloritied
~

for His own sake, and if He according to His

Godhead is He who is sanctified and has risen again, what

hope is there for men ? for they remain as they were, naked,

and wretclied, and dead, having no interest in the things

given to the Son. Why too did the Word come among us,

and become flesh ? If for His own receiving these things,

which He says tliat He has received, then He was without

them before tliat, aud of necessity will rathei- Himself owe

thanks to the body, because, when He came into it, then

He received these things from the Father, which He had

not before His descent into the flesh. For on this showing

He seems rather to be Himself promoted because of the body,

than the body promoted because of Him. But this notion

is Judaic. But if in order to ransom mankind, the Word
did come among us, and if in order to hallow them and

make them gods, the Word became flesh (and for this He
did come), who does not see that it follows, that what He
says that He received, when He l)ecame flesh, such things

He mentions, not for His own sake, but for the flesh .?

for to it, in which He was speaking, pertained the gifts

bestowed through Him from the Father.

280. Now let us see what He asked, and what the things

altogether were which He said that He had received, that

in this way perhaps our opponents may be brought to some

proper feeling. He asked then for glory, yet He had said

All tilings are deUvered unto Me. And after the resurrection.

He says that He has received alt jwwer ; however, even

before He had said. All things are detivered unto Me ; and He
was Lord of all, for alt tilings were made hg Him, and there

was One Lord tig tchom are alt things. And when He asked

glory, He was as He is, the Lord of glory, as Paul says,

If theg had Imoivn it, theg ivould not have crucified the Lord

of glorg ; for He already had that glory which He asked for

when He said, the glorg which I had with Thee he/ore the
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world teas. Also the iiower wliicli He said He re- ..'?";i?'*^^':,i 111. § 31)—41.

ceivecl after the resurrection, that He had before He
received it, and before the resurrection. For He of Himself

rebuked Satan, saying, Get thee behind Me, Satan ; and to the

disciples He gave the power against Satan, when on their

return He said, / heheld Satan an lujhinlnu fall from

h,€aven. And again, that what He said that He had re-

ceived, this He possessed l)efore receiving it, apjiears from

His driving away the devils, and from His unljinding

what Satan had bound, as He did in the case of the

daughter of Al)raham ; and from His remitting sins,

saying to the paralytic, and to the woman who anointed

His feet, Ttuj d/is be fonjiven thee ,- and from His both

raising the dead, and repairing the original nature of the

blind, granting to him to see. And all this He did not,

waiting till He should receive, but being .possessed of power.

281. From all this it is plain that the attributes which

He had as Word, those when He had become man and

was risen again. He says that He received as man ; that

for His sake men might henceforward upon earth have

power against devils, as having become partakers of a

divine nature ; and in heaven, as being delivered from

corruption, might reign everlastingly. Thus He must

acknowledge this once for all, that nothing whicli He says

that He received, did He receive as not possessing before
;

for the Word, as being Grod, had Himself those prero-

gatives always ; but in these passages He is said humanly
Himself to have received, in order that the flesh, which was

man's, receiving them in Him, henceforth from It tlie gift

might pass, and might abide surely for us. For what is said

by Peter, rrceirinn from God lionour and ifldri/, Amjels heini)

subject unto Him, has this meaning ; for as He inquired

humanly, and raised Lazarus divinely, so He received

is spoken of Him humanly, but the subjection of the

Angels marks the Word's Godhead.
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CH.xxviii. 282. Cease then, wicked men, degrade not the

Word ; nor detract from His Godhead, wliich is

the Father's, as thougli He needed or were ignorant ; lest

you be flinging blasj)hemous thoughts of your own imagin-

ing against the Christ, like the Jews who once actually stoned

Him. For these do not belong to the Word, as the Word
;

but are proper to men ; and, as when He spat, and stretched

forth the hand, and called Lazarus, we did not say that the

triumphs were human, though they were done through

the body, but were Grod's, so, on the other hand, though

human things are ascribed to the Saviour in the Gospel,

still, considering the nature of what is said and that they

are foreign to God, let us impute them, not to the Word's

Godhead, but to His manhood. For though the Word became

flesh, yet to the flesh only do these affections belong ; and
though in the Word the flesh is God-inhabited, yet to the

Word belong the grace and the power. He then through the

flesh did the Father's works, and He again, quite as truly

in that flesh displayed the affections of the flesh ; foi- in-

stance. He inquired and He raised Lazarus, He chid His

Mother, saying My hour is not ijct come, yet then at once

He made the water wine. For He was Very God in the

flesh, and He was true flesh in the Word. Therefore from

His works He revealed both Himself as Son of God, and
His own Father, and from the affections of the flesh He
showed that He bore a true body, and that it too was

proper to Him.

Chapter XXIX.

Aiisv'cr to objections from^ Srriptnrc ; elevcntlili/, Marl- xiii.

32, a)at Laic ii. 52.

283. These things being so, let us now go on to examine

the passage. Bat of tltat day and tliat liour knowcth no
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man, nrWier th" Aagph of God, nor ifip Son ; for
y^^-^^^^^a.

they think they have in it an important argnment

for their heresy. Bat I, when the heretics allege it and

arm themselves with it, see in them the giants again fighting

against God.'' For the Lord of heaven and earth, by whom

all things were made, has to litigate before them about

day and hom- ; and the all-knowing Word is accused by

them of ignorance about a day ; and the Son wdio knows

the Father is said to be ignorant of an hour of a day

;

now what can be spoken more contrary to sense, or what

madness can be likened to this ? Through the Word all

things were made, times and seasons and night and day

and the whole creation ; and is the Framer of all said to

be ignorant of His work ? ^ And the very context of the

passage shows that the Son of God knows that hour and

that day, though the Arians fall headlong in their

ignorance. For after saying, nor tlie Son, He relates to

the disciples the approaches of the day, saying, " This

and that shall be, and then the end." But He who

speaks of the antecedents of the day, knows certainly the

day itself, which is to be manifested after the things

foretold. But if He had not known the hour. He had not

signified the events previous to it, as not knowing when it

should be. And as any one, who, by way of pointing out

the site of a house or city to those who were ignorant of

it, gave an account of what met the eye before arriving at

it, and having described all particulars, said, "Then

''

a>c rot'f yi'yajTEC, f'o de Deer. same idea is implied as is expressed

I 32. Also TOVQ fivOeiioi^dvovf; in the word QiofiaxoQ.

yiyavTcic, Orat. ii. § ."^2, (supr. '' Hero agaiu, as so often before,

Dise. n. 144.) And so Nazianzen Atlian. instances his usual mode
of the disorderly iJishops durino- of argumeni, by appealing to

the Arian ascendency, Orat. xliii. Scrijiture as interpreted by the

26. Also Socr. v. 10, of the broad outline of its teaching and

heretics in the time of Theodosius. the tradition of the Church. Be-

In Hist. Arian. 74, Constantius fore this grand unequivocal sense

is called a yiyuQ. Sometimes the particular difficulties from outly-

Scripture giants are spoken of, iug passages are dissolved and

sometimes the mythological. The disappear.
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CH. XXIX. immediately comes the city or tlie house," would

— know, of course, where the house or the city was,

(for had he not known, lie had not described these ante-

cedents, lest from ignorance he should throw his hearers

far out of the way, or in speaking he should unawares go

beyond the object,) so the Lord, saying what shall precede

that day and that hour, knows exactly, not is ignorant,

when the hour and the day are come.

2<S4. Now why it was that, though lie knew. He did

not tell His disciples plainly at that time, no one may be

curious about, since He has been silent Himself ; for Who

hath Iiiiowii the mind of ihe Lord, or ivlio hath been His

counsellor? but why, though He knew, He said, no, not tlie

Soil knows, of this I think none of the faithful is ignorant,

viz., that He made this, as well as those other declarations,

as man, by reason of the flesh. For this as little as the

other's is the Word's deficiency, but of that human nature

whose property it is to be ignorant. And this again will

be well seen by honestly examining into the occasion,

when and to whom the Saviour spoke thus. Not then

when the heaven was made by Him, nor when the Word

was with the Father Himself, disposiiKj all things, nor before

He became man, did He say it, but when the Word hecame

flesh. On this account it is reasonable to ascribe to His

manhood every thing which, after He became man. He

speaks as man. For it belongs to the Word to know what

was made, and not be ignorant either of the beginning or

the end of these, (they are His works,) and He knows

how many things He has wrought, and the limit of their

consistence. And, knowing the beginning and the end of

each, He knows snrely the general and r-ommon end

of all.

285. Certainly when He says in the Gospel concerning

Himself in His humanity. Father, the hour is come, (florifij

Thy Son, it is plain that He knows also the hour of the
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end of all thiiio-s, as bein<;' the Word, thouo-h as ..^''-.p^'f:& ' r^ ' » HI. J 42—44.

man He is ignorant of it, for ignorance is proper

to man, and especially ignorance of these things. More-

over this is proper to the Saviour's love of man ; for since

He was made man, He is not ashamed, because of the

flesh which is ignorant, to say " I know not," that He may

show that knowing as God, He is but ignorant according to

the flesh. And therefore He said not, "no, not the Son of

God knows," lest the Godhead should seem ignoi'ant, but

simply, no, not the Son, that the ignorance might be the

Son's as born from among men. On this account, He
introduces the Angels, but He did not go further and say,

" not the Holy Ghost
;

" but He was silent with a double

intimation : first, that if the Spirit knew, much more must

tlie "Word know, considered as the Word, from whom the

Spirit receives ; and next, by His silence about the Spirit,

He made it clear that it was of the Son's human economy

that He said, no, not the Son hioirsj

286. And a proof of it is this : that, when He had spoken

humanly No, not the Son Itiioivx., He yet shows that

divinely He knew all things. For that Son whom He
declares not to know the day, Him He declares to know

the Father ; for No one, He says, Imoiveth the Father save

the Son. And all men but the Arians would join in

confessing, that He who knows the Father, much more

knows the whole history of the creation ; and in that

whole, its end. And if already the day and the hour be

determined by the Father, it is plain that through the

Son are they determined, and He knows Himself what

through Him has been determined ; for there is nothing

but has come to be and has been determined through the

Son. Therefore He, being the Framer of the universe,

knows of what nature, and of what magnitude, and with

'' It h^houlil lie boi-ne in mind His Divine nature, but also in Ilis

that our Lord i.s Son, U'jl only in human.
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cn. XXIX. -what limits, the Father has willed it to be made

;

and in the how much and how far is included its

changings. And again, if all that is the Father's is the

Son's, (and this He Himself has said,) and it is the Father's

attribute to know the day, it is plain that the Son too knows

it, having this belonging to Him from the Father. And

again, if the Son be in the Father and the Father in the

Son, and the Father knows the day and the hour, it is

clear that the Son, being in the Father and knowing the

things of the Father, knows Himself also the day and the

hour. And if the Son is also the Father's Very Image,

and the Father knows the day and the hour, it is plain

that the Son has this likeness also to the Father of know-

ing them. And it is not wonderful if He, through whom
all things were made, and in whom the universe consists,

Himself knows what has been brought into being, and

when the end will be of each and of all together ; rather is

it wonderful that this recklessness, suitable though it be to

the Ario-maniacs, should have forced us to have recourse

to so long an explanation. For ranking the Son of God,

the Eternal Word, among things that have been made,

they are gradually training themselves to maintain that the

Father Himself is second to the creation ; for if He who

knows the Father knows not the day nor the hour, I fear

lest knowledge about the creation, or rather of the lower

portion of it, be something more rare and precious in their

wild estimation than knowledge concerning the Father.

287. But for them, since they thus blaspheme the Spirit,

they must look for no forgiveness ever of impiety such as

this, as the Lord has said ; l)ut for us, who love Christ and

bear Christ within us, we know that the Word, not as

if ignorant, considered as Word, said / Jciw/v iwf, (for He

knows,) but in order to show^ His manhood, since to be

ignorant belongs to man, and because He had put on a

tlesh that was isi:norant, therefore it was that He said accord-
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iiip; to the flesh, / Icnoiv not. And for this reason,
jl'^-^^i^^g,

after sayins;, No, not the Son Jcnows, and men-

tioning the ignorance of the men in Noe's day, immediately

Tie added, " Watch therefore, for yon too Imoiv not in what

liour your Lord dotli come,"" and again, " In such an hour as

ye thinlc not the Son of man cometh ; and it was for your sake

tliat I, on becoming as yon, said no, not the Son, for, if I, as

man, am ignorant, how much more you." For, if ignorant

divinely. He must liave said, " Watch therefore, for I know

not," and, " In an hour when I think not
;

" but in fact this

hath He not said ; but by saying Ye know not, and Wlien ye

thi'ili- not, ?Ie has signified that it belongs to man to be ig-

norant ; for whose sake He too, having a flesh like theirs and

having become man, said No, not the Son lawws, for He knew

not in flesh, though knowing as Word.

288. And again in the instance of Noe, there too He said,

not, " I know not," but, they hiew not until the flood came.

For men did not know, but He who brought the flood (and

it was the Savioui' Himself) knew the day and the hour in

which He opened the windows of heaven, and Ijroke up the

fountains of the great deep, and said to Noe, Come thou

and all thy house into the ark. For were He ignorant, He

had not foretold to Noe, Yet seven days and I will hriny a

flood upon the earth. But if in describing the day, He

makes use of the parallel of Noe's time, and He did know

the day of the flood, therefore He knows also the day of

His own appearing. Moreover, after narrating the parable

of the Virgins, again He shows more clearly who they are

who are ignorant of the day and the hour, saying. Watch

therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour. He who

said shortly before. No one knoiceth, no, not the Son, now

says, not " I know not," but ye know not. In like manner

then, when His disciples asked about the end, suitably

said He then, no, nor the Son, according to the flesh be-

cause of the body ; that He might show that, as man. He
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ch. XXIX. knows not ; for ignorance is proper to man. If

however He is the Word, if it is He wlio is to

come, He to be Judge, He to be the Bridegroom, it is in-

credible that He should not know when and in what hour He
Cometh, and when He is to say, Aicahe thou that slefpent, and

arisefrom the dead, and Christ shall yive thee liijlit. For as, on

becoming man. He hungers and thirsts and suffers with men,

so with men, as man. He knows not, though divinely, being

in the Father Word and Wisdom, He knows, and there is

nothing which He knows not.

289. In like manner also about Lazarus, He asks humanly.

He who was on His way to raise him, and knew whence He
should recall Lazarus's soul ; and it was a greater thing to

know where the soul was than to know where the body

lay ; but He asked humanly, that He might raise divinely.

So too He asks of the disciples, on coming into the parts

of Cffisarea, though knowing even before Peter made an-

swer. For if the Father revealed to Peter the answer to

the Lord's question, it is plain that through the Son was

the revelation, for No one hiotveth the Son, saith He, hut

the Father, neither the Father but the Son, and he to whom-
soever the Son shall reveal Him. But if through the Son

is revealed the knowledge concerning both the Father and

the Son, there is no room for doubting that the Lord who
asked, having first revealed it to Peter from the Father,

next asked humanly ; in order to show that, asking after the

flesh, He knew divinely what Peter was about to say. The
Son then knew, as knowing all things, and knowing His

own Father, than which knowledge nothing can be greater

or more perfect.

290. This is sufficient to confute them ; but I could wish

to ask them a question. The Apostle, in the Second Epistle

to the Corinthians, writes, / knew a man in Christ, above

fourteen years ago, tvhether in the body I do not know,

or ivhether out of the body I do not know ; God Icnoiveth,
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Now what say ye ? Knew the Apostle what had
iJ;^-4^!.^4--.

happened to hmi in the vision, though he says /

Icnow not, or knew he not ? If he knew not, see to it, lest ye

err in the trespass ^ of the Phrygians, \vho say that the

Prophets and the other ministers of the Word know neither

what they do nor what they announce. But if he knew when

he said / kiww not, for he had Christ within him revealing

to him all things, is not the heart of these men in very truth

perverted and self-condemned? for when the Apostle says, /

]s:nov' not, they say that he knows ; but when the Lord says,

" I know not," they say that He does not know. For if,

since Christ was within him, Paul knew that of which he

says, / l!:now not, does not much more Christ Himself

know, though He say, " I know not ? '' The Apostle then,

the Lord revealing it to him, knew what happened to him,

for on this account he says, / knew a man in Christ ; and

knowing the man, he knew also how the man was caught

away. Thus Eliseus, who beheld Elias, knew also how he

was taken up ; but, though knowing, yet when the sons

of the Prophets thought that Elias was cast upon one of

the mountains by the Spirit, he, knowing from the first

wdiat he had seen, tried to persuade them ; but when they

urged it, he was silent, and suffered them to go after him.

Did he then not know, because he was silent F he knew

indeed, but as if not knowing, he suffered them, that they,

being convinced, might no more doubt about the assump-

tion of Elias. Therefore much more Paul, himself being

the person caught away, knew also how he was caught

;

for Elias knew ; and had any one asked, he would have

said how. And yet Paul says I know )wt, for these two

reasons, (as I think at least,) one, as he has said himself,

lest, because of the abundance of the revelations, any one

should think of him beyond what he saw ; the other, be-

!* TTupavoiJiiai', vid. supr. Disc. n. Montanists, supr. p. 67.

226, note », p. 359, Phrygians, i.e.,
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cn. xx;x. cause, onr Savionr having said "I know not," it

became liim also to say I Inioiv not, lest the ser-

vant should appear above his Lord, and the disciple above

his Master. Therefore He who gave to Paul to know, much

rather knew Himself ; for since He spoke of the antecedents

of the day, He also knew, as I said before, when the Day

and when the Hour, and yet, though knowing. He says. No,

not the Son, Icnoweth.

21)1. Why then said He at that time " I know not," what

He, as Lord, knew ? As we may on careful consideration

conjecture, (as I think at least,) for our profit did He this
;

and may He grant that our explanation be a true one ! On
both sides did the Saviour secure our advantage ; for if He

hath made known what will come before the end, it is that,

as He said Himself, we may not be startled nor scared

when the things happen, but from them may expect the

end after them. On the other hand, concerning the day

and the hour. He was not willing to say according to

His divine nature, " I know," but after the flesh, " I know

not," for the sake of the flesh which was ignorant, as I ha\'e

said before ; lest they should ask Him further, and then

either He should ha^'e to pain the disciples by not speak-

ing, or by speaking might act to the prejudice of them

and us all. For whatever He does, that altogether He does

for our sakes, since also for us the Word hecame flesh. For

us therefore He said No, not the Son Irnoweth ; and neither

was He uutrae in thus saying, (for He said humanly, as

man, " I know not,") nor did He give an opening for the

disciples to force Him to speak, for by saying " I know

not" He stopped their inquiries.

292. And so in the Acts of the Apostles it is written,

when He went up upon the Angels, ascending as man, and

carrying up to heaven the flesh which He bore, on the

disciples seeing this, and again asking, " When shall the

end be, and when wilt Thou be present ? " He said to
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them more clearly, It u not for tjou to knoir tlie times
^^l^^f^''^^^

or the seasotif; ichirh the Father hath 2>at ia His own

power. And He did not then say, No., not tite Son, as He

said before hnmanly, but, // is not for you to know. For

now the flesh had risen and put off its mortality and been

deified ; and no longer did it become Him to answer according

to the flesh when He was going into the heavens ; but hence-

forth to teach after a divine manner, // is not for ijoa to know

times or seasons whirli the Fattier hath fvi in His own arhitre-

ment ; but ye shall receive Power. And what is that Power of

the Father but the Son ? for Christ is God's Power and God's

Wisdom. The Son then did know, as being the Word

;

for He implied this in what He said,
—" I know, but it is

not for yon to know ; for it was for your sakes that, sitting

also on the mount, I said according to the flesh, N'o, not the

Son knoweth, for the profit of you and all. For it is

jirofitable to you to hear this both about the Angels, and

about the Son, because of the deceivers which shall be after-

wards ; that though demons should be transfigured as

Angels, and should attempt to speak concerning the end,

you should not believe, since they are ignorant ; and that,

if Antichrist too, disguising himself, should say, ' I am

Christ,' and should try in his turn to speak of that day

and that end, to deceive the hearers, ye, having these

words from Me, A"^^, not tlie Son, may believe him no more

than the rest."

203. And further, not to know when the end is, or when

the day of the end, is expedient for men, lest knowing,

they may become neghgent of the time between, awaiting

the day near the end ; for they will argue that then only

will they have to attend to themselves. Therefore also

has He been silent of the time when each shall die, lest

men, being elated on the ground of knowledge, should

forthwith neglect themselves for the greater part of their

time. Both, then, the end of all things and the limit of

Dd
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ch. XXIX.
Q.^(.\i of 11^ j,;,f,i| l\^^^ Word (•()n(3Ciik'(l from ns, (for

ill the end of all is the end of ea('h, and in the end

of each the end of all is comprehended,) that, whereas it is

uncertain and always in prospect, we may advance day by day

as if snmmoned, reaching- forward to the thing's before ns

and forgettinu,' the things behind. For who, knowing the day

of the end, would not be dilatory as regards the interval ? but

who, as being ignorant, does not get ready day by day ? It

was on this account that the Saviour added, Watrh ihcrcfore.,

for ye know not what hour i/oiir Lord dotti come ; and, in such

an hour as; ijo thinlc not, the Son of man ronicth. For the

advantage then which comes of ignorance lias He said

this ; for in saying it, He wishes that we should always be

prepared ;
" for yon know not," He says ;

" but I, the Lord,

know when it is that I come, though the Arians do not wait

for M(!, who am the Word of the Father." The Lord then,

knowing what is good for us beyond onrselves, thus

secured the disciple.? ; and they, boing thus taught, set

right those of Thessalonicia, when likely on this point to

run into error.

294. However, to ask Christ's enemies again concerning

this :—In Paradise flod asks, Adam, vdiere art thou ? and

He inquires of Cain also. Where is Alx't, thy brother? What

then say you to this ? for if yon think Him ignorant and

therefore to have asked, yon are already of the party of

the Manichees, for this is tiieir bold thought ; but if, fear-

ing the open name, ye force yourselves to say, that He
knows, and yet He asks, what is there extravagant or strange

in the doctrine, that ye should thus fall off, on finding

that the Son, in whom God then inquired. He that same

Son, now clad in flesh, inquires of the disciples as man ?

unless forsooth having become Manichees, you are willing

to blame the question then put to Adam, and all that you

may give full play to your perverseness.

295. For being exposed on all sides, you fall back upon
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the words of Liike, macfccriiig words wliidi are j;^"- ];,^gi_

api^ropriately said by him, but ill understood by you,

and are as follows, And Jrsus advanced in nu'sdom and stature,

and in grace with God and man. This then is the passage,

and the case stands thus : Is Jesus Christ man, as all other

men, or is He Grod bearing flesh ? If He is an ordinary

man as the rest, then let Him, as a man, "advance;" this

however is the sentiment of the Samosatene, which virtually

indeed you entertain also, though in name you deny it

because of men. But if He be God bearing flesh, as He

truly is, and tlm Word I)mwi'> Uesh, and being God

descended upon earth, what advance had He who existed

equal to God ? or how had the Son increase, being ever in

the Father ? For if He who was ever in the Father,

advances, what, I ask, is there beyond the Father from

wliich His advance might be made ? Next it is suitable

here to repeat what was said upon the point of His

receiving and l)eing glorified. If He advanced when He

became man, it is plain that, before He became man, He

was imperfect ; and rather the flesh became to Him a

cause of perfection, than He to the flesh. And again, if,

as being the Word, He advances, what has He more to

become than Word and Wisdom and .Son and God's

Power ? For tlie Word is all these, of which if any one

can anyhow partake as it were one ray, such a man

l)ecomes all-perfect among men, and equal to Angels.

For Angels, and Archangels, and Dominions, and all the

Powers and Thrones, as partaking the Word, behold

always the face of His Father. How then does He who

to others supplies perfection. Himself advance at a later

date ? For Angels even ministered to His human birth,

and the passage from Luke comes later than the ministra-

tion of the Angels. How then at all can this even come

into thought of man ? or how did Wisdom advance in

wisdom ? or how did He who to others gives grace, (as

Dd2
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cir. XXIX.
pg^^^i gr^yg

jj^ every Epistle, knowing that tlirough
~"~' Him grace is given, Thr jirdrn of our Lord Jesus

Christ be ivlHi, you all,) how did Ho advance in grace ? for

either let them say that the Apostle is untrne, and presume

to say that the 8011 is not Wisdom, or else, if He is Wisdom

as Solomon has said, and if Paul lias written, Ghrisf, GoiVs

Power and GoiVs Wis/hnn, of what advance did Wisdom

admit further ?

296. For men, creatures as they are, arc capable in a

certain way of reaching forward and advancing in virtue.

Enoch, for instance, was thus translated, and Moses in-

creased and was perfected ; and Isaac h// rnhvoirinij became

(jreat ; and the Apostle said that he reached forth day by

day to what was before him. For each had room for

advancing, looking to tlie step l)efore him. But the Son

of God, who is One and Only, what room had He for

reaching forward ? for all things advance by looking at

Him ; and He, being One and Only, is in the Only Father,

out of whom never does He reach, but in Him abideth

ever. To men then belongs advance ; but the Son of

God, since He could not advance, being perfect in the

Father, humbled Himself for us, that in His humiliation

we rather might have capacity to increase. This is the

real advance, the deifying and grace imparted from

Wisdom to men, sin being obliterated in them and their

inward conniption, according to their likeness and relation-

ship to the flesh of the Word. And our increase is no

other than the renouncing things sensible, and growing up

into the Word Himself, since He never was low except

in His taking our flesh. It was not then the Word,

considered as the Word, who advanced, who is perfect

from the perfect Father, who needs nothing, nay brings

forward others to an advance : but humanly is He here

also said to advance, since advance belongs to man. Hence

the Evangelist, speaking with cautious exactness, has
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mentioned stature in the advance ; but being .|f^-

f^^^^^^

Word and God He is not measured by stature,

which belongs to bodies. Of the body then is the advance
;

for it advancing, in it advanced also the manifestation of

the Godhead to those who saw it. And, as the Godhead was

more and more revealed, by so much more did His grace as

man increase before all men. For as a child He was simply

carried to the Temple ; but when He became a boy, He

remained there, and questioned the priests about the Law.

And by degrees His body increasing, and the AYord mani-

festing Himself in it, He is confessed henceforth by Peter

first, then also by all, Trul// this is the Son of God; how-

ever wilfully the Jews, both the ancient and these modern,

shut their eyes, lest they should see that to advance in

wisdom is not the advance of Wisdom Itself, but rather

the manhood's advance in It. For Jrsus adraiiced in wisdom

and grace; and, if we may speak what is explanatory as

well as true. He advanced in Himself ; for Wisdom hath

buildcil Herself an house, and in Herself She gave the house

advancement. For thus, the body increasing in stature,

in and with it there progressed the manifestation of the

(Jodhead also, and to all was it displayed that the body

was God's Temple, and that God was in the body.

_2'J7 . And if they contend that the Word was called Jesus

on becoming flesh, and refer to Him the term advanced,

they nmst be told that neither does this impair the Father's

Light, which is the Son, but that it does but show again that

the Word has become man, and bore true flesh. And as we

have said that He suffered in the flesh, and hungered in the

flesh, and was fatigued in the flesh, so also reasonably may

He be said to have advanced in the flesh ; nor again, did this

advancement of the flesh, such as above described, take place

in the Word while He was apart from it ; for it was when the

flesh had been taken into Him, and is called His, wh^n in

short that advance of human nature in Him was safe and
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cii.xxix.
gm-^.^ because of tlie Word that was with it.

Neither then was the advance the Word's, nor was

the flesh Wisdom, bnt the flesh became the body of Wisdom.

Therefore, as we have ah'eady said, not Wisdom, as Wisdom,

advanced in respect of Itself ; but the manhood advanced in

Wisdom, transcending by deg'rees human nature, and made god,

and becoming and ajypearing to all as the organ of Wisdom
for the operation and the shining forth of the Godhead.

Wherefore neither said he, " Tlie Word advanced," l)ut

Jesus, by which Name the Lord was called when He
became man ; so that the advance is of the human nature

in such wise as we have above explained.

ClIAl'TEU XXX.

Ansivei ill iihji'cduii^i fioia tSrriji/inr ,• Itrrlflltlij, Miittheic

xxvi. ;]!) ; John xii. 27, tlv.

2i)8. Therefore as, when the flesh advanced, He is said

to have advanced, because the body belonged to Him, so

also what is said at the season of His death, that He was

troubled, that He wept, must l)e taken in the same sense.

For they, going up and down, as if thereV)y recommending

their heresy, allege :
" Hehold, Hi' irvpt, and said. Now is

My soul troubled, and He besought that the cup might

pass away ; how tlien, if He so spoke, is He (lod, and

Word of the Father ? " Yea, it is written that He wept,

God's enemies, and that He said, " I am troubled," and

on the Cross He said, Eloi, Eloi, lamu sith/trlttluuii, that is,

Aly God, My God, irliy huf^i Thou formkpii Mp ? and He
besought that the cup might pass away. Thus certainly

it is written ; but again I would ask you, (for the same

rejoinder must of necessity be made to each of your

objections,) if the speaker is mere man, let him weep and



AGAINST AlUANISM. 423

fear death, as beiiiG; man ; bat if He is the Word ...^"-
f^-"^:;

' f' '
lu. § 53—55.

ill flesh, (for one mast not be relnctant to repeat,)

whom had He to fear, being God ? or wherefore should He
fear deatli, who was Himself Life, and was rescuing others

from death ? or ho\v, whereas He said, " Fear not him that

kills the body," should He Himself fear him ? And how

should He who said to Abraham, Fmr )iof, for T am with Ihee,

and encouraged Moses against Pharaoh, and said to the son of

Nave, Be drumj^ (Uid of a (jood rourdijo, how should He feel

terror before Herod and Pilate ? Further, He who succours

others against fear, (for tk". Lord, says Scripture, /.s o:i mij

ski", I will not fear ivkat mci'i, doetk unto nv,) did He fear

goN'ernors, mortal men ? did He who Himself was come

against death, feel terror of death ? Is it not l»oth ex-

travagant and impious to say that He was terrified at

death or hell, whom the keepers of hell's gate saw and

shuddered r Hut if, as you would hold, the Word was in

terror, wherefore, since He spoke of the conspiracy of the

Jews long before, did He not flee, instead of saying when

actually sought, T (tin He ? for He could have avoided

death, as He said, / liarc poivt'r to lay down Mtj life, and I
have power to take it aijain ,• and No one taketli it from Me.

"2'Jl). But these aft'ectio:ts were not proper to the nature

of the Word, considered as Word ; but in the flesh which

was thus affected was the Word, O Olirist's enemies and

unthankful Jews ! For He said not all this prior to the

flesh ; l)ut when the Word tnmune feslt,, and became man,

then is it written tliat He said this, that is, humanly.

Surely He of whom tliis is written, was He who raised

Lazarus from the dead, and made the water wine, and

vouchsafed siglit to the man born blind, and said, / and

Mij Father are one. If then they make His human
attributes a ground for grovelling thoughts concerning

the Son of God, nay consider Him altogetlier man from
the eartit, and not front heaven, wherefore not from His
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C'H.xxx. divine; works recognise the Word who is in the

Fatlier, and henceforward renonnce their seh'-willed

impiety? For it is open for them to see, how He wlio did

those works is the same as He who showed that His body

was passible by His permitting it to weep and hnnger, and to

show other properties of a body. For while by means of

such He made it known that God, though impassible, had

taken a passible flesh, yet from the great Avorks He showed

Himself the Word of God, who had afterwards become man :

and He said, " Though ye believe not Me, beholding Me
clad in a human body, yet believe the works, that ye may

know that / am in the Father and the Father in J/e."

;500. And these men seem to me to show plain shameless-

ness and blasphemy ; for, when they read / and the Father

are one, they violently distort the sense, and tear in two the

unity of the Father and the Son ; but reading of His tears or

sweat or sufferings, they do not advert to His body, but on

account of these place in the ranks of the creation Him
by whom the creation was made. What then is left for

them to differ in from the Jews ? foi" as the Jews blas-

])heniously ascribed God's works to Beelzebul), so also will

these, ranking with the creatures the Lord who wronglit

those works, undergo the same condenniation without

mercy. Hut they ought, Avhen they read / aad th,e Fattier

are one, to see in Him the oneness of the Godhead and His

belonging to the Fathei-'s Substance ; and again, when

they read. He a'ipt, and the like, to say that these affections

are proper to tlie body ; especially -since on this side and

that they have an intelligible ground, viz., that this is

written as of God, and that with reference to His manhood.

For properties of body in the Incorporeal had not been,

unless He had taken a body corruptible and mortal ; for

mortal was Holy Mary, from whom was His body.

Wherefore of necessity, when He was in a l)ody which

Buffered, wept, and toiled, these things which are proper
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to the flesh are ascribed to Him too'ether with tliat ..?^v?'''';:l~ HI. s 00— 07.

body. If tlieu He wept and was troubled, it was

not • the Word considered as the Word, who wept and was

troubled, but it belonged to the flesh ; and if too He besought

that the cup might pass away, it was not the (iodhead that

was in terror, but this affection too was proper to the

manhood.

30

L

And so as regards the words Wkij h(f,s^ Tliou for-

salceii Mp ? that they are His, acccnxling to the abo\'e ex-

planations, though He sufTered nothing, (for the Word
was impassible,) is still declared by the Evangelists ; since

the Lord became man, and these things are done and said

as from a man, that He might Himself lighten these very

sufferings of the flesh, and set free the flesh from them.

Whence neither can the Lord, who is ever in the Father,

be forsaken by Him whether before He spoke or even

when He uttered these words. Nor is it lawful to say that

the Lord was in terror, at whom the keepers of the gates of

Hades shuddered and set Hades open, and the earth, knowing

its Lord who spoke, straightway trembled, and the veil

was rent, and the sun was hidden, and the rocks were torn

asunder, and the graves did gape, and the dead in them
arose and appeared to their own peoi)le ; and, what is

wonderful, they who were then present and had before

denied Him, then seeing these signs, confessed that Irulif

He was the /Son of God. Therefore Ije e\ery heretic duml),

nor dare to ascribe terror to the Lord, whom death, as a

serpent, flees, at wiiom demons tremble and the sea is in

alarm ; for whom the heavens are rent and all the powers

are shaken. For behold when He said, Whi/ hast Thou

formketi Me? the Father showed that He was ever and
even then in Him.

;-302. And as to His saying. If U he posdble, let the cup

jiass, observe how, though He thus spake. He rebuked Peter,

saying, Thoi/ savoured not the tldiujH that he of (rod, hut
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CD. XXX.
(J^(,gg fif^fi i„, fij- .,^^f,^f^ Yov He willed wliat He was

deprecating, for it was for this that He had come
;

bat His was the willing, bnt the terror belonged to the

flesh. Wherefore as man He utters this speech also, and both

were said by One and the Same, to show that He was (rod,

willing in Himself, but when He had become man, having a

flesh that was in terror. For the sake of this flesh He blended

in one His own will with human weakness, that, destroy-

ing such affections. He might in turn make man undaunted

at the thought of death. IJehold then a thing strange

indeed ! He to whom Christ's enemies imi)ute words of

terror, He by that so-called teiTor renders men undaunted

and fearless. And so the Blessed Apostles after Him from

such words of His conceived so great a contemi)t of death,

as not even to care for those who (juestioned them, but to

answer. We oiKjht to ohcij God rather than men; and the

other Holy Martyrs were so bold as to think that they

were rather passing to life than undergoing death.

303. Is it not extravagant then, to admire the courage of

the servants of the AVord, yet to say that that Word Himself

was in terror, through whom they despised death ? for

that most enduring purpose and courage of the Holy

Martyrs demonstrates that the (jotlliead was not in terror,

but that the Saviour took away our terror. For as He
abolished death by death, and by human means all human
evils, so by this so-called terror did He remove our terror,

and brought about for us that never more should men fear

death. His word and deed go together. For human
were the sounds. Let the cup pam^ and Wlnj liast Thou., for-

sake/i Me ? and divine the action wherel)y He the Same did

cause the sun to fail and the dead to rise. And so He said

humanly, Xoa^ is Mtj soul troubled; and He said divinely,

/ hare power to lay down Mij life, and power to talce it ae/ain.

For to be troubled was proper to the flesh, but to have

power to lay down His hfe and take it again, wlien He
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would, was no property of men but of the Word's
jil'^'l'

5^*^58.

power. For man dies, not at his own arbitrement,

but by necessity of nature and against his will ; but the Lord

being Himself inunortal, but having a mortal flesh, had at

His own free will, as God, to become separate from the body

and to take it again, when He would. Concerning this too,

speaks David in the Psalm, Tliou shalt not leave my soul

ill Hades, neither shalt Thou suffer Thij Holy One to see

corruption. For it beseemed that the flesh, corruptil)Ie as it

was, should no longer after its own nature remain mortal,

but, because of the Word who had put it on, should abide

incorruptible. For as He, having come in our body, was

conformed to our condition, so we, having received Him,

partake of the immortality that is from Him.

304. Idle then is the excuse for stumbling, and narrow

are the notions concerning the Word, of these Ario-nianiacs,

from its being written, He u:a.s troahlrd, and He wept. For

they seem not even to have human feeling, if they are thus

ignorant of man's nature and properties ;
properties which

do but make it the greater marvel, that He, the Word,

though in a suffering flesh, neither prevented those who

were conspiring against Him, nor took vengeance on those

who were putting Him to death, though He was able. He

who hindered some from dying, and raised others from

the dead. And He let His own body sulfer, for therefore

did He come, as I said before, that in the flesh He might

suffer, and thenceforth the flesh might be made impassible

and innnortal, and that, as we have many times said,

contumely and the other troul)les might fall upon Him

but come short of others after Him, being by Him

annulled utterly ; and that henceforth men might for ever

abide incorruptil)le, as a temple of the Word. Had

Christ's enemies thus dwelt on these thoughts, and recog-

nised the Ecclesiastical Scope ^ as an anchor for the faith,

" He cntls tliyii, as he l)Ogao, l>y iiiaiiitaiuing that Scripture i.s
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t^jj^jy vvould not hiivc of the faitlt made shipwreck,

nor been so shameless as to resist those who would

fain recover them from their fall, and to deem those as

enemies who are exhortiii.n" theiii to orthodoxy.

305. Therefore God ^ the Word Himself is Christ from

Mary, God and man ;—not some other Christ, but One and

the Same ; He before ages from the Father, He too in the

last times from the Virgin ; invisible before, even to the

holy powers of "heaven, visible now because of His being

one with the Man who is visible ; seen, T say, not in His

invisible Godhead, but in the operation of the Godhead

through the human body and whole man, which He has

renewed by making it His own,

—

To Him be the adoration and the worship, who was

before, and now is, and ever shall be, even to all ages.

Anien.^

to \m interpreted, not hy its letter,

or piecemeal, but by the Eccle-

siastical Scope.
' From Orat. iv. § 3G.
'^ It is an argument for con-

siderinj; that these Discourses rau

on to the end of Orat. iv. that there

is in the Greek a Doxolo^y at the

end of tiiat Orat., viz., that which I

have transferred to this phice, and
none hero. This, however, iloes

not touch the plain fact, that the

Fourth is botli in matter and in

composition quite different from
the Three to which I have con-

tined myself in this Volume; and
of Course the question may bo
asked wliethor a Doxolo;iy is

necessarily to be considered an
inteo-ral portion of the work to

which it is attached, and never
due to the amanuensis or the

transcriber.

THE END,
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