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W a ~ ~ v e ~ ~ l . t a t o ~ t b h t s d ~ ~  
free, powerfnl, and independent nrrtien, mud, necek 

sarily, form an important era in the hi&q of the 
world that we inhabit. M v e  attempts by d o n s  to 
relieve themselves from the c b  of oppmssh, ue 
always denominrted treason @nd the rulers of tbe 
day, and the records of c h i n a 1  jorisprndmcc con- 
stitute, perhaps, their only memorial : so h e  is the 
remark of Dr. Priestly, th.t every unmxcdbl  revolt 
is called a rebellion, and every successfd sh&e 8 

Revolution. Wallace ditd upon the &old, while 
Washington was triomphmt, 

Those who performed a amspicmons pait in the 
early stages of our Rerolntion, not being mapized 

by theirenemiee as the agents of m independent pow- 
er, were stigmatized as rebehs, d e n d  M traitors, 
and interdicted fmm the common rights of humanity 
exercised by an belligerent d o n s ,  and which may 
now be said, even m times of h-, to constitote 8 

part of national law. The word rebel wm, dnring oar 



IY PBEFACE. 

mvolutionary struggle, a sanction to any enormity that 
eur enemies were capable of inflicting. I t  is now said, 
and there is indeed a precedent that gives a coloura- 
ble pretext for such an assertion, that all resistance to 
established authority becomes, ipm facto, criminal ; 
and while the true friend of liberty deplores the enor- 
mities, the pander of arbitrary power rejoices in the 
history, of the French revolution. I t  furnishes the lat- 
ter with a pretext to prove his favourite position, that 
no nation is t6 be entrusted with the government of it- 
self: it eewes to consecrate any tyranny on the part 
of the rulers, and any state of servile acquiescence on 
the part of the people. T o  this example, however, 
the former may proudly oppose the history of the Ame- 

' . 
rican revolution ; it was a revolution in favour of a free 
government; it was a revolution in favour of that law, 
that had been handed down to us as an invaluable le- 
gacy by our ancestors ; it was a revolution that pre- 
sewed to the Colonies, under another name, the rights 
secured by Magna Charta. Astonishing as the fact may 
appear, it is nevertheless true, that solittle did the Ame- 
ricans contend for, beyond what was secured to them in 
the grant of their royal charter, that some of them have 
preserved those very charters to the present day, not- 
withstanding they have renounced the authority of the 
Monarch by whom they were granted. Others have, 
in the constitutions that have been subsequently fram- 
ed under the name of the people, recognized and adopt- 
ed all those rights guaranteed by the royal charters ; 
and even at the present day, the constitution of the 
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United States, and the constitutions of the several 
States, haveouly given to those chartered rights a new 
mme. The People now speak in their collective majes- 
ty, wherea Monarch, in his individual majesty, former- 
3y spoke ; and the lips of both utter precisely the same 
sentiments-so false was the opinion prevalent in the 
day of our revolution, that our ancestors were rebels. 

I n  the prosecution of tbe present work, it is deem- 
ed  proper to state, that the' facts have been drawn 
from what is honestly believed to be the most unques- 
tionable sources : from a painful and accurate examina- 
tion and comparison of the various histories of that 
important event; from the correspondence of those who 

- 

were the immediate parties in a struggle so glorious 
to our country ; from of6cial documents, from the ar- 
chives of our Continental Congress, and those of the 
different Legislatures ; and from the orderly books, 
that may properly be denominated the journals of the 
army. Much, perhaps, remains to be known, that 
may yet be preserved to posterity, if the private cor- 
respondence of those who were the immediate actore 
in this important drama, has yet survived the dilapi- 
dation~ of time and of accident ; but much is irrevoca- 
bly covered by the ashes of the grave. 

I t  may be proper here to mention, that the author, 
in recording the events of our Kcvolution, is largely in- 
debted to the voluntary services of two of his literary 
friends, without whose kind assistance it is probable 
that he should have never been able to have complied 
with his obligations to-the publick : an assistance, so 



important that he ie confident the reader will have 
abundant cause for congratulation. This will h o u n t  
for the difference of style that will be observed in the 
course of the pment  work. He regrets that he is not 
allowed to mention the names of his associates. If t b  
history should answer the expectations of its patrons, 
he hopes that it will be remembered to whom honoar 
is due. 

Our country has now acquired a rank, and a name, 
and a character, amongst the powers of the earth : she 
has extended her dominion from the Maine to the 
Gulph of Mexico ; from the Atlantick to the Pacifick 
Ocean. She has, in the language of Milton, risen 
like a strong man from eleep ; and haa shaken her in- 
vincible locke. Every American must fervently offer ' 

up aprayer to the throne of Divine Grace, that she may 
grow in dignity, in honour, and in virtue, as she has 
grown in power-Or, to pursue the prophecy of the 
Bard, that (6 she may kindle her undazzled eyes at 

the full mid-day beam, and unscale her long abused 
eight at the fountain itself of Heavenly influence.?? 

P. A. 
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H I S T O R Y  

OF THE 

AMEBBCAN REVOLUTION. 

CHAPTER I. 

INTRODUCTORY REMARKS., 

THE discovery of the new world, as the American 
Continedt has been emphatically called, may very 
properly be said to have produced an instant revolu- 
tion, in the condition of all filurope, and an important 
change in the affairs of the rest of the world. T o  
Spain, France, and Great Britain, more particularly, 
the extension of commercial connexion, to which this 
event gave rise, led to consequences, which, but f ~ r  
the subsequent independence of the Colonies, would, 
in a little time, have utterly subverted the liberties 
and happiness of thcse three kingdoms. Nor will 
this opinion appear extraordinary to those, who are 
accustomed to look beyoud the occurrences of the day, 
into the slow but certain operation of remote causes. 
An intercourse with new governments, and uew peo- 

*je, necessarily introduce new ideas, new Lab- 
of thinking and of acting; and a correspondent 

change will be proclnced in manners, customs and 
vOL. 1. 1 
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laws. New desires will be excited, and new pas- 
sions called into existence. Avarice will seize upon 
new sources of accumulation: envy will seek to des- 
troy the happiness beyond its own reach; and fraud 
and oppression, must follow in their train. I t  is not 
our design, however, to write a history of the discov- 
ery of America ; and we shall, therefore, confine our 
views to one of the many important events, to which 
that discovery led-leaving it to the philosopher, and 
general historian, to settle the question, whether the 
sum of human happiness has been augmented or di- 
minished, by the adventurous spirit of Columbus. 

I t  has been well said, by one of the fathers of our 
independence, that the revolution was finished, be- 
fore the war commenced; and the reader will find 
more than one occasion, in the following pages, to 
observe the truth of this remark. But before we en- 
ter upon the immediate execution of our task-a re- 
cord of the event8 of our Revolution, in its broad and 
common acceptation-we must beg permission to de- 
tain the reader with a few general observations, such 
as the occasion seems to demahd. I t  is a delicate, 
and perhaps a presumptuous task, to attempt to fix 
the causes, which have produced the revolutions of 
kingdoms and empires. The  various and codicting 
motives, which may be supposed to influence the his- 
torian, should be carefully examined and ascertain- 
ed, before confidence is given to the truth of his nar- . 
ration, or reliance placed on the soundness of his 
judgment. If, like Bishop Burnett, he is the recor- 
der of events, in which he was, himself, a conspicu- 
ous actor, he may naturally be supposed to sit down 
to the task, with a mind under the influence of the 
selfish and stormy passions of a party. He may he 
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honest and upright in his own character, and his ge- 
neral conduct may have evinced a sound and sober 
judgment ; but it is 'not in the nature of man to be cool 
and dispassionate in speaking of the merits of his own 
cause, or altogether honest and impartial in judging 
the motives of his opponents, and contemporary ac- 
tors in the same scenes. Under every form of gov- 
ernment, the people are more or leas divided into 
friends and foes of the supreme power ; and during 
the existence of that power, it would be vain to look 
for a correct and faithful history of passing events. 
The writer, under such circumstances, must, more or 
less, be wrought upon by the turbulence of party feel- 
ings-he must be I more or less .sprinkled by the foam 
of the political effervescence. 

Tlie daculty attending all attempts to give a cor- 
red narration of the events of one's own time, has been 
so forcibly felt, and so universal1 y acknowledged, 
that the saying is now become proverbial, that a ge- 
neration must have passed away before its history 
can be written with fidelity. But it may be ques- 
tioned, whether even the succeeding generation can 
be altogether free from the objections which have 
been pointed out. Those who have looked deeply 
into human nature-who have seen how often the pre- 
judices of the parent are transmitted to the c u d ,  how 
prone we are to tread in the footsteps of our fathers, " 

to inherit opinions as we do property-must acknow- 
ledge, that the violent and agitating passions of the 
human heart do not always sleep in the gave, and 
that the same objections which rendered the father un- 
ftt to become the impartial histo~ian of his own actions. 
may be urged, with equal justice, againot the son. 
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I n  republicks, notwitllstanding the unbounded free- 
dom allowed to research, investigation and inquiry, 
the difficulty of arriving at the truth, in regard to great 
political commotions, exists perhaps in the same de- 
gree as in more arbitrary governments. W e  are ever 
prone to abuse the freedom which we enjoy. W e  are 
too ready to ascribe motives for actions, which perhaps 
never existed-we, unconsciously, act under the warp 
of Party, and give currency toffalsehoocl, while we 
fondly flatter ourselves, that truth is the only object 
of our devotion. I n  popular governments every man 
is an actor; every man has a personal interest in po- 
litical measures-and the views and opinions of eve- 
ry man, therefore, must be more or less governed by 
the degree of that interest.-He had full opportunities 
of seeing and of learning the truth ; but our confidence 
in his veracity must depend upon our knowledge of 
the share he bore in the scenes which he undertakes 
40 describe. Before we can regard the opinions of any 
man, we must be certain that his mind was in a pro- 

\ per state for accurate perception and cool delibera- 
tion ; for as Lord Kames has jucliciously observed, pas: 
sion bath such influence over us as to give a false light 
to all its objects. A ~ i d  in republicks there is a wider 
ecope for the operation of passion in all its varieties, 
than in more arbitrary governments. I n  the latter, the 
popular machinery, if the expression can be allowed, 
is moved by one man. T h e  mass of people, having no 
agency in publick affairs, have no inducements to make 
themselves acquainted with, nor can they be presum- 
ed to know any thing of, the motives or secret springs 
which actuate their rulers, in publick measures.- 
T h e  historian, therefore, who belongs to such goveru- 
mepts, must be. supposecl tn he taken into tlie confi- 
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dence of the Court, before we can accredit his intel- 
ligence ; aud being taken into their confidence, he must 
be bold in honesty, indeed, if he dare uay any thing 
that may deprive him of its attendant advantages. 

But these are not the only diBculties which attend 
the task of the historian, nor the only objections which 
may be urged against the manner in which that task 
is generally executed. W e  believe it may be safely 
asserted, that those who undertake to account for the 
revolutions of Btatev and Empires, generally regard 
the subject in too contracted a point of view. Satisfied 
with the oatemible causes, or those which are usually 
put forward by the more immediate actors in this im- 
portant business, they are too liable to overlook those 
predisposi?lg causes, which so variously and so pow- 
erfully contribute to bring about an event so important 
as a political revolution. So powerful, indeed, is the 
operation of these remote and hidden causes, that it 
may he doubted whether any political occurrence, of 
nl~atever magnitude, could singly lead to the subver- 
sion of existing authorities. The  popular mind can 
only be irritated and inflamed by repeated ads of vio- 
leuce against their rights and privileges. A long ca- 
talogue of injuries unattoned, or of complaints unre- 
dressed, is handed down from generation to genera- 
tion-the memory of every outrage is preserveci and 
recorded,, from father to son, until at last some spark 
lights by chance upon the collecteci m b s  of combusti- 
bles, and the revolutionary explosion follows. If we 
look attentively through the various acts of the Britieh 
Ministry with regard to this country, from its first set- 
tlement, down to the period, when entreaty md remon- 
strmce gave place to debate and altercation, and these 
last to an appeal to arms, we shoulcl discover that our 



6 AMERICAN BEVOLUTION. 

Declaration of Independence, contains but a small ca- 
talogue of their atrocious tyranniee. The various, 
oppressive and vexatious acte of the Governouis, ap- 
pointed by the crown of great Britain, to rule over the 
Colonies-their arbitrary exactions-their contempt 
of popular remonstrance-all conspired to produce 
romethring like an abhorrence of the nwhr counbq, 
in the minds of our sturdy fathers. This wse aucceed- 
ed by a regular and systematick opposition to the of- 
fensive measures of the Minietry, and complaint fol- 
lowed complaint from the Governours. These oficers, 
appointed by the King, sensible of the precarious ten- 
ure by which their authority was held, were more anx- 
ious to conciliate the royal favour, than the confidence 
of the people. They laboured hard, therefore, to prove 
themselves worthy of the trustrepwed in them by the 
King, and sought to carry, with a high hand, all mea- 
mres in which the royal prerogative was concerned. 
Satisfied with the single approbation of their royal 
m ~ t e r ,  and eager at all times and at all hazards, to 
obtain it, they raised the cry of disbyoliy and dkaf- 
feetion, against the well grounded remonstrances of 

. the people. 

a 
The Ministry, on the other hand, engaged in the same 

; labour of propping up the royal prerogative, against 
' >  the turbulence of contending factions at home, were 

always ready to lend a willing ear to the representa- 
tions of their favourites and coadjutors abroad. Fa- 
miliarized to the din of popular tumults and remon- 
strances, and jealous of all encroachments upon that 
power, by virtue of which they held their own authori- 
ty; instead of listening to these remonstrances, they 
considered them as so many proofs of the fidelity of 
their Governo~i~s. If the Minietry wag changed, the?r 
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Governoms were likewise discarded, and their place 
supplied by new creatures of the new Ministers; but 
these changes of the instruments of power, produced 
no change in the grievances under which the people 
suffered-the new Chvernonm soon rendered them- 
selves quite as obnoxious as their predecessors. If an 
dmericon, whose character and conduct were held in 
contempt and abhorrence by his countrymen, repair- 
ed to England, he eeldom failed to return, loaded with 
mazks of the royal favour, and bearing some high 
commis~ion to lord it over his native land. 

These and a thousand other acts of a wicked and 
eompt Ministry, whichit would be impossible to e- 
numerate, are some. of the predisposing causes, to 
*hich we have already alluded. The English Min- 
iatty, at all times more anxious to retain their place#, . 
than to do justice, were insensible to the reiterated and 
respectful complaints of the Colonies. Every @tition 
was regarded as a new symptom of disloyalty. The 
Colonies, it was said, enjoyed too much liberty; for 
they had the liberty of comploiaing ; and it was much 
easier for the Ministers to declare their complaints un- 
founded, seditious and disloyal, than to remove their 
causes. T o  do the latter would have required some 
sacrifice of themselves. Indeed, it may be affirmed 
with confidence, that the broad and expansive princi- 
ples of legislation, as applied to this controversy be- 
tween the mother country and the Colonies, hardly en- 
bred into the consideration of d s  Britannick Majes- 
ty's Ministers. They thought of hnglahd, and of 
England only. If a remomtrance was made-if a law 
was proposed to be enacted-if any temporary mea- 
sure of alleviation was deemed necessary for the Colo- 
nice-the queetion with the Ministry was, of what ad- 
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vantage will such a concession be to England P In-  
stead of viewing the prosperity of the C;olonies upon a 
large and liberal scale ; instead of conceiving that the 
English character, English manners, laws, liberty and 
religion, acquired additional renown and strength by 
being expanded over a whole cont inent the  English 
Ministry were governed by a narrow, selfish, local, and 
jealous policy. I t  (lid not enter into the question with 
them, to what IL glorious extent, these principles pure- 
ly  and excheively English might be promulgated- 
how many human beings might be rendered happy by 
living under the protection of English law, and in the 
enjoyment of all the privileges of an Englisll freeman 
-these were considerations too liberal for their con- 
tracted policy-they only inquired whether all this 
would add to their own power, or keep them a mo- 
ment longer in place. I t  may be easy to see the 1.esult 
of such a policy, without entering into a minute and 
tedious dekttil. The intereets of a little Island, or rath- 
er of a few ambitious inhabitants of that Island, were 
put in opposition to the interests of a Continent ; and 
every concession was made subordinate to that one 
point. 

T h e  natural enterprise of our countrymen, their ad- 
venturous spirit in commercial pursuits-were made 
to bend to these views of the English Ministry ; and 
the prosperity of England, mas taken as the ~ tandard  
of their action. T h e  Governours who adhered to the 
authors of this policy, were of course continued in of- 

, f ic~ ,  in despite of the remonstrances of the people.- 
They were encouraged to persevere, and not to forfeit 
the favour of his majesty, by yielding to eymptoms of 
disnffection . , 
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When we take into consideration, the &tion and 
couuteraction of these two principles-the disposi- 
tien of the colonies to embrace every practicable ad- 
vantage which was presented to promote their prospe- 
rity ; and the disposition of the Ministry on the other 
hand to counteract every effort of this sort, so far as it 
was supposed to interfere with their narrow ideas of 
Insular policy-we may, without much effort, discov- 
er, even at an early period, indications of that open 
rupture which at last burst forth. These are some of 
the many t e e s ,  which are usually passed over in si- 
lence by historians, but which lead to great and import- 
ant national events. So early as the days of Eliza- 
beth, an English author, who was a sound politician, 
because he was no Minister, saw the effects of this con- 
tracted policy, and ventured to predictthe future inde- 
pendeace of the English colonies. Indeed when we 
consider the natural course of population, and the dis- 
position, which was early mnnifested in the people of 
England, for emigration, whether from religious, po- 
litical, or mere personal motives, we shall be no longer 
surprised at the prediction. I t  is natural to presumq 
that men who voluntarily relinquish the country of 
their ancestors, to ~ e e k  an asylum and resting place in 
a land of strangers, are not actuated by motives of 4- 
fection for the country which they leave-me0 do pot 
willingly abandon a country in which they have lived 
contentedly and happily. Those who emigrated, then, 
may be fairly suspected of unfavorable feelings to- 

- . wards their native country, and whether justly or un- -. 
justly excited; the effect would be the same-they 
would seek to instil their prejudices into the minds of 
those among whom they intended to dwell--and these, 
already irritated ancl vexed by the petty ads of tyran- 

VOL. I .  2 
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ny to which they were continually exposed from the 
agents of the English government, were readily per- 
suaded to credit their narrations, and thus give addi- 
tionalstrenglh to their own causes of enmity. 

I t  is likewise worthy of remark, that a voyage to 
England, from tho American Colonies, was not then 
regarded, as it now is, a mere tour of pleasure, to be 
made with every change of season-but as something 
of which the traveller might boast to his descendants. 
T o  have seen his most gracious Majesty ; to have 
heard the noble lords in Parliament ; or to have visit- 
ed the Tower, was then a matter of so much import- 
ance, that it was deemecl worthy to be commemorat- 
ed  in our family journals, as a grand epoch in the life 
of the Colonist. Tho first settlers of the country, en- 
gaged as they were in reducing a wilderness to culti- 
vation and civilization, and in resisting the hostile in- 
cursions of their savage neighbours, knew but little of 
England, except what they were made to learn in the 
severe discipline of gubernatorial tyranny. They saw 
her only in the exaggerated tales of discontented emi- 
grants, and felt her influence only in the oppressions 
of his Majesty's arrogant representatives. The popu- 
lar and royal branches of the Colonial governments, 
were at eternal variance; and each had their separate 
agents, spies, and informers, near the court of St. 
James. Thus, England was as ignorant of the true 
state of her American Cplonies, as the Colonies them- 
selves were of the machinery of her government. The 
English Parliament was, as it were, disciplined to the 
belief, that the American (Jolonies comprehended the 
most factious and discontentcd spirits, under the do- 
minion of their royal master; and the Colonies, on the 
other hand, seemed to think that Parliament had little 
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else to do, than to listen to the wpresentations of their 
Governours, careless and inmerent to every remon- 
strance of the people. The  ignorance of the English 
Ministry with regard to the political interests and p- 
graphical situation of this country, maj  be abundant- 
ly seen in many of the royal charters-the alteration 
er abrogation of which, at their own pleaeure, pro- 
duced disquietudes, traces of which may be foand e- 
ven at the present day. T h e  same tracta of land were 
often granted to several individuals-rivers, moun- ' 

tains, and other promiaent land-marks, were some- 
times named in the charter, which were no where Co 
be found except in the charter itself; and contending 
parties, deriving their titles from equal authority, the 
same royal grallt, either spent their lives in litigation, 
or succeeded against each other only by superiority of 
artifice and cunning. I t  is not our business to inquire 
into the validity of any of these royal grants, or we 
might here take occasion to smile at the ridiculous ar- 
rogance, and ostentatious liberality, with which a 
crowued head could give away, what belonged to him 
by no right, divine or human-this is the province of 
the general historian; and to him we leave the task of 
defending the right, by which the peaceable and un- 
offending natives of this western Continent, were driv- 
en from the sail which God bad given them, by thejiat 
of an earthly sovereign. 

Bred up, as our ancestors were, to a free interchange 
of opinion on these apparently tri5ing subjects of dh- 
content, they acquired a habit of minute investiga- 
tion, which !ultimately led them to an equality with 
the greatest statesmeq of Europe. Every subject of 
real or imaginary grievance, was examined to the bot- 
tom--the constitutional right of Parliament to im- 
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pose certain obnoxious and oppressive measures, was 
brought into question, and the negative stoutly main- 
tained-and having once ventured to dispute the omni- 
potence of Parliament, they were not long in denying 
altogether their right to interfere in the 2ocJ concerns 
of this Country. I t  was allowed to possess a general, 
supervisory jurisdiction, by some writers ; but it was 
held, that for all local, interior, subordinate purpos- 
es, our own Legislatures were alone competent to le- 
gislate. I t  was maintained, that Representatives, 
chosen from the body of the people, acting under the 

' eye of their constituents, responsible to them for their 
conduct, and participating in all their interests, were 
incomparably better judges, both of the evil and of 
the remedy, than a Legislature at the distance of three 
thousand miles, who had no common feeling or q m -  
pathy with the people, over whom they claimed a 
right to legislate. Inquiries were made as to the ex- 
tent of this Parliamentary claim-Writers who touch- 
ed on these delicate and dangerous subjects, acquired 
a sort of popularity, which was probably the motive 
that induced them to employ their pens upon such 
topics. They were in the outset, perhaps, hardly 
serious themselves, when they pressed home upon 
their readers, points of such momentolls concerns. As 
they, however, became, from the boldness of their 
speculations, popular favourites, they darcd to cn- 
large the questions and to take strongcr positions. I n  
the mean time it must not be supposed, that the crea- 

. tures of the English Ministry mcrc idle. They look- 
ed with jealousy and alarm at the introduction of such 
new doctrines-they introduced persecutions and in- 
dictments; but this only augmented the evil for which 
they attempted to furnish a remerlp. The casc wax.  

\ 
\ 
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b be s~~bmitted to the decision of a Jury of our own 
countrymen, who inherited all the political yrejudi- 
ces of the miter, and who would rejoice in an oppor- 
tunity to sanction by their verdict the legality of such 
specnlations. From this moment, t l ~ c  writer became 
a man of political importance-hc was then reprcsent- 
ed as the champion of our Colollial rights, a man whose 
abilities and integrity had alarmed the sycophnnts of 
the Court, and whom they endeavoured to offw up as 
a victim to Ministerial injustice. These ideas and 
opinions were every day gaining ground, and they 
harmonized so well with all the prejudices of our 
couatvmen against Parliament, that it is not a mat- 
ter of astonishment that they should find supporters 
and defenders. 

- .While matters were taking a course so dangerous at 
home, Parliament were urging unusual and unprece- 
dented claims-They asserted rights of sovereignty 
atill more large and undefined, more alarming and re- 
volting to the jealous mind of the Colonies. These 
pretensions were again canvassed and discussed ; they 
were compared with those rights which were reserv- 
ed to the Colonies and sanctioned by the royal char- 
ter, and were often found utterly at variance. Hew 
wna new cause for disquietude and alarm, and for the 
writers on this side of the Atlantick to push their,spec- 
ulations further than they had originally gone. For- 
tSed and encourapd by popular confidence, &d brav- 
ing all the consequences, they did not hesitate, in some 
instraces, to call in question the right of Parliament 
to legidate for them in any case whatever. In Eng- 
land, the Party in opposition to the Government, were 
not backward in ascribing all these trans-Atlantick 
c~mmot&ns to the condlict of his Majesty's Ministers. 
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This Party were, perhaps, themselves not conscious 
of the extent of the mischief that they were doing. 
They probably thought, that it would be in the pow- 
er of Parliament, at any time, to impose a check upon 
such licentious doctrines, before they sxtendsd them- 
selves beyond mere speculation, and that, in the mean 

' 

time, thcy might appropriate to themselves all the 
bcnefits resulting from such miuisterial embarrass- 
ments. They would therefore appear on the floor of 
Parliament, as the defenders and apologists of the 
Colonies. The Colonies on their part, when they 
found that they were sanctioned by such high au- 
thority, were little disposed passively to surrender 
any of their controverted claims ; but on the contra- 
1.y urged them with still more boldness and persever- 
ance. These Parliamentary champions shortly becanie 
the idols of the Colonies-they were selected to pre- 
sent remonstrances and addresses, and were toasted on 
this side of the Atlantick, as the defenders of American 
liberty. 

Thus from the operation of causes partly natural 
and partly artificial, permanent impressions of hosti- 
lity to Englancl, were made upon the minds of the Co- 
lonists. I n  our plain, simple, republican habits, eve- 
ry thing appertaining to royalty and aristocracy, to the 
pomp and splendour of a Court, was regarded with a 
jealous and asuspicious eye ; fortunes were here made 
by self-denial, and the slow and teclious process of la- 
borious industry. Children were brought up heirs to 
little more than the industry of their parents-they 
were always accustomed to habits of parsimony and 
self-denial, while their rulers across the Atlantick were 
born to power and eminence. All the splendour by 
which these rulers were invested, all the rank, titlee, 
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arms, escutcheons, and paraphernalia of nobility, 
were held by the Colonists as so many demands up- 
on their pockets, as eomething for which the nation was 
compelled to pay, without receiving any other equiva- 
lent than the pleasure of gazing at such gaudy spec- 
tacles. Our ancestors had nothing within their view, 
with which they could compare such splendour and 
magnificence. Every well cultivated field, or Rump- 
tuous ediflce that arrested their attention-all the pre- 
eminence afforded by opulence, reminded them only 
of individual industry. Many could remember the 
time, when the ancestor of the man, who now enjoy- 
ed such proud domains, was compelled, like them- 
selves, to comply with the injunction to the father of , 

the human race, to earn his bread by the sweat of his 
brow. This did not excite that feverish jealousy to 
long hereditary opulence : it was only a stimulus to 
industry-an incitement to persevere in painful, but 
honest labour. The steps by which opulence enjoy- 
ed its present comfort and ease, were still visible, and 
tbe road to such envied preeminence was as plainly 
marked oat to the eyes of the spectator. If this epec- 
tacle is compared with a different state and organ- 
ization of society across the Atlantick; if we will 
mly for a moment enter into the feelings of men, hon- 
est but simple, in all their habits and manners, such 
hostility may be amounted for, without resorting ta 
the common depravity of human nature. I t  is not, 
strictly speaking, the hostility of the poor the 
ricb-that is to say, it is not that hoetility that would 
deu~dish and sppropriate to one'e self the property of 
d w m ,  if tbe laws of the land did not interpuse their 
ihrcace. It is &at bwtility, which resulte from be- *. u n  in passeelion of a magnificent mnsion, 
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when it does not appear that he has any legal right or 
title to such mapificence. He seems, at one and at 
the same instant of time, to have started into existence 
and into opulence. Comparing these ideas with those 
entertained by our ancestors, with the slow and penu- 
rious process by which their little property was acquir- 
ed, and delivered down to their descendants, with their 
habits of abstinence, of retreuchment, and of self-de- 
nial, we ehall cease to wonder at the repugnance which 
they felt to all the stars, garters, and titles of nobility. 
This birth to honour, to fortune, to celebrity, and to e 
molnment, was, in their simple and unsophisticated 
view, an anomalone thing4omething that was llot the 
natural and legitimate product of civil life--but a sort 
of political fungus, an excrescence that marred all its 
beauty. 'It was at variance with all their preconceiv- 
ed opinions on the subject of acquiring property-it 
was associated with the idea of taxes, and of all the 
arbitrary exactions of the ,Ministry-it served to show, 
in a mortifying point of view, their own state of indi- 
gence and dependency. They had heard, that prodi- 
gality and idleness would bring a man to poverty and 
want; this was a fact as religiously believed, tau* 
and inculcated into the minds of children as fully, as 
if it had been one of the articles of the decalogue. Eng- 
land, on the other hand, presented a spectkle the re- 
veme of all theso ideas. Her Legislators were born 
to opulence, and to command-they had arrived at a 
etnge of preeminence, by being merely ushered into 
thc world, to which the honest ploughman of this corn- 
try never could, eve11 in the dreams of his faucy, dare 
to nspire. Thc European philanthropist, &ccustomed 
ng he is, from his cradle to his coftIn, to the sight of such 
gau(ly objecte-who tilinks Chat them gradations in so- 
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ciety are nlrtaral and inevitable, that they tend to the 
conservation of the state, though he may be disposed 
to censure such opinions as illiberal, will be dike die- 

I posed to pardon such honest prejudices. Nor do we 

I 
think, that we mn be justly accused of whing  too 
much, if in conjunction with all these ideas, we men- 
tion the local situation of the two countries, as one 
p a t  cause of their political separation. Our complaints 
and mmenstrances, whether well or ill founded, could 
not from the situation of the two countries be favour- 
ed with a prompt hearing and decision. They were to 

1 be tnnsmit(sd to the distance of three thousand milea, 
1 I 

in the first instance, and then to endure the tedious pro- 
cess of delay and pmmsthdion. This delay, of ibelf, 
amongst sach a divensity of d c t i n g  intereets, was 

enqentler disqnietnde nncl jealousy. T h e  evil 
., or imagined to he felt, in all its violence, while 

&,at: ~ulecly was tartly, uncertain ancl precarious. When 
t11cr 1011q anticipated moment of redress eventually ar- 
rived. i t  was out of season-tlie evil had been enclur- 
ed 90 Iony, that the Colonies were in a measure recon- 
ciled to it.; existence-it had heen felt and endured so 
?on?, that it seemed almost to have lost at lastitschar- 

' n qrierance. T o  these may he addecl many 
lhorclinate causes of vexation : the clifficulty in 

rne rrancmispion of proper papers and documents-of 
rlriction of suitahle proofs hefere a tribunal dis- 

1 o 1)e captious in a rigid aclllerence to legal 
I v r l  lil-the inerit~hle expense attendant on such in- 

ione-the thonsancl opportunitie.; afforded for . i f  not for a complete denial ofjnstice-these- 
cnnty lmm detection which R rcal criminal would en- 
,in- ~vl,en fr~rnishecl with all these weapons of de- 
r+-rirc~-fhc )lnpele~qnes~ of snch a contest to the par- 

tTt1. s 
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ty who had been aggrieved or oppressed-the palpa- 
ble motives which would actuate the Ministry of the 
day to lend their aid and countenance to all such im- 
pediments ; all these (and many more might be enume- 
rated,) are abundantly sufficient to show, how slow, 
how precarious, how imitating, must have been a re- 
monstrance to Parliament for redress-that the reme- 
dy when granted finally came too late-perhaps at a 
season when the evil was no longer felt or acknowledg- 
ed as such ; that it d'orded to guilt nearly all the pro- 
tection and purity of innocence-that the culprit on this 
side of the Atlantick, by having friends at Court on 
the otl~er, was able either to elude all inquiry or to 
paralyze the arm of justice-So cold, so comfortless, s a  
ungracious, was the prospect afforded of a Parliamenta- 
ry redress of our grievances either national, or individu- 
al. The English Ministry were sehsible of all the ad- 
vantages which they enjoyed from this delay orprocras- 
tination of justice-it discouraged the appeal to a tribu- . 
nal whose movements were so dubious and so preca- 
rious-it taught the Colonies a lesson of obedience; 
that it was better to submit, than to complain of a 
grievance, and they were ever anxious to make an ap- 
peal to his Majesty in Council, to Parliament, or to 
the courts of law, the dernier resort. But, besides 
these incidental causes of complaint, we are disposed 
to consider even the peculiar situation of these con- 
tending parties, as decisive evidence that they couM 
not cordially concur in any given point. What was fit, 
and expedient, and proper for the welfare of England, 
did in a great measure cl~ange its character when ap- 
plied to the Colonies. When our countrymen began 
to turn their eyes towards the ocean, or in other worcle, 
when they prepared to forsake the plough and to lean 
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upon the anchor, they felt more severely than they 
bad before done, the narrow and confined viewe of the 
English Parliament. It was the object of the Minis- 
try to monopolize the commerce of the Colonies. Our 
frailp IVRS sr~l).jectecl to oppressive nncl to various IT- 

~t r ic t ions -our  naturml enterprise was restrained to 
narrow and to vexatious limits, w l i i d ~  wc felt an n 
qievance, while me despairecl ofobtai~iinqaremcdy- 
we saw unexplored avenues to wenlth nntl nqqrnnclizc- 
ment open hefore us, which we were prel-vnted from 
~ n t r r i n g h y  the mngiclc of a Parliamcntnrg Act. Tllesr 
gtntirtes s e e m ~ d  to liavc marlcccl out lines npon the 
nccan for orlr yiclance, which if tleviatetl from, amount- 
ctl to a forfeiture of the vessel nncl of the cargo. I t  
I T - ~ G  nlain to h e  cliscovcrecl, that while our nl1i1)s were 

,by tliesc enchanted limits, England wan enjoy- 
atlrantaqes of the enterprise. W'e were toltl, 

L u n L  nhnterer benefit miqht be the reward, it wau 
criminal to trespass on these imaqinary lines ; that if 
~ 1 . p  ~h0111rl hecome opulent hy a safer, a filiorter, ant1 

- x cnrw mute, than that whicli the statutes of Parlia- 
ment p r~~cp i l )ed ,  we ehoulcl incur the venqcance of 
Enqlich law. Leqislative provisions, wl~en  60 point- 

1 I b t  in opposition to personal interest, may incleed 
I veil : I)ut they will hc o l ~ e ~ e d  from motives of 

I-. and not from reverence ant1 affection. 'I'llry 
tiI,ly impel the mind to the consiclcration of oth- 
;tinn-~nch? for instance, as tllese: how ion5 

1s i h r s  ctatc of T ~ E G A ~ R ~ P  to he hornt ?-\vllen will the 
a of  Parliament allow ns the free exercisr of 
TI faculties ?--how Ionq I+ ill it he rrqardetl as 

r I 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 ; t I  fnrnsto nee t h ~  common I)oontie~ofnat~~re?- 
s act in this secondary and cul~ordin- 
ways exert all orlr native enerzks for 
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the aggrandizeplent of others?--or will the time ar-. 
rive, when we shall be masters of our own?-Nor do 
we think it too much to say that such political separa- 
tions are, conaidering tbe natural course of human 
events, inevitable. Peculiar events may prolong the 
period of separation-a large, liberal, and enlighten- 
ed policy may avert it for a season; but it would con- 
tradict not only all the analogies afforded by history, 
but the experience of our own times, to assert that 
such separation will never bbe brought about. With such 
lights of past and of present times before our eyes, 
does it seem an incredible event that the English Co- 
lonies in India will one day become independent 
States? Had it been told to an Englishman residing 
in India, forty years ago, that the English Colonies in 
North Smerica would have renounced their allegiance 
19 the mother country-that they would have msert- 
ed their independence by force of arms-that after a 
long and difficult struggle, the Monarch of England 
would recognize them as fm, asvereigu, and inde- 
pendent States, with what stubborn incredulity would 
he have lietenad to such a prophecy ! He would have 
immediately entered into many plausible calculations 
of the relative pow= of the two countries, of their means 

, of annoyance, and of their means of d e f e n w f  the 
helpless and imbecile etate of the tGteen Colonies, 
each acting independently, and with all their sectional 
jealousies to overcome-he would have reminded us of 
the maritime ascendancy of England, of her invinci- 
ble fleets and armies, of herimmense resources, and of 
the comparative poverty of the Colonies. ' With such 
fearful odds, he would have triumphantly demanded, 
whether the project was even possible? All these specu- 
lktioas would updoubtedly not be destitute of weight; 
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tbey would ehow the perilous and precarious charac- 
ter of such a contest, and what great sacrifices must 
unavoidably be made by the Colonies, in the strug- 
gle. T o  all this, howeyer, one fact must be offered, 
incredible as such an event would then have appearad, 
it has now happened. This prophecy has become now 
matter of history. Ancl will it be said, that the Eng- 
lish Colonies in India are not as capable now of re- 
nouncing their allegiance, as the American Colonies 
were when they successfully established such a prece- 
dent? Admitting for the sake of argument, (we are not 
at all disposed to controvert the fact,) that the English 
settlements in India entertain no intention, at 'present, 
to' follow our example, what is the inference ? Is the 
inference to be that the world is, to its consummation, 
to remain the same that it now is-that the term Revo- 
lution is a word to grow out of use, and only to be 
hund in the pages of a dictionary-that the same dis- 
p i t i o n  that now pervades the English Colonies in.In- 
dia, is always toremain ?-Is it too much to say, that 
individual ambition, glory, personal aggrandizement, 
fame, will find at some future day a residence in In- 
dia T that Englishmen, who at home court the favour 
oi the people, set themselves in battle array against 
the crown, and put at defiance all the penalties of jus- 
tice, will when they land in India, ancl possess a larg- 
er range for the exercise of all these qualities, become 
mild and peaceable citizens, who look with abhorrence 
on Bevolations, and undergo a sudden transformation 
of chuacter by a change of climate ? I s  it not obvious, 
that the longer this event is delayed, the more do these 
hdh Colonies increase in opulence, in population, in 
power, and the more competent will they be to resist 
nith eaccess when the day of trial comes. The VWJT 
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pcmstination of the event, ensures its ultimate mc- 
cess. W e  are by no means insensible of what is risk- 
ed by such declarations ; they may be supposed to 
result from a wish to behold the world once more in a 
state of combustion ; but to those who will think so 
meanly, we have nothing to say in reply, and certain- 
ly no apologies to make. W e  profess to feel no hos- 
tility towards England--on the contrary, we can re- 
joice, with sincerity, in every thing that tends to the 
happiness and glory of the land of our fathers. And 
it is to her glory, that we acknowledge ourselves to be 
governed even at the present hour, by English laws. 
Our language, our manners, our principles and our 
literature, are almost exclusively English. The in- 
stitutions of &$red, which their illustrious founder de- 
signed only for the happiness of his little native Is-  - 
land, are now rapidly spreading their benign influ- 
ence over two Continents. India and America have 
alike their trials by jury, their habeas corpus, their 
Bill of Rights, and all the free principles of the En- 
glish constitution, without its corruptions. The Bra- 
mins already begin to view the objects of their idola- 
try-their miserable gods-their sanctified groves- 
their immolation of human victimg-tbeir personal 
austerities-with an eye of doubt. Their old, heredit- 
ary prejudices and superstitions, are already yielding 
to the new and benignant dockine, that there is an in- 
visible Deity who delights in the happiness of man, 
And to whom are they indebted for this ray of the light 
of truth? T o  England-to the inhabitants of that ie- 
land where, only a few centuries ago, Julius Caesar . 
found none but savages-where parents, kindred and 
friends were daily sacrificed to appease the wrath of 
imaginnry gods.-These are facts that redound to the 
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glory of England ; and while we make it our boast, 
that we are descended from that nation, we rejoice at 
the same time that they have taught us to be free and in- 
dependent like themselves. What we have become, the 
English Colonies of India will in time also become, 
and by the natural operation of those principles which 
they are learning from Englishmen themselves. 



C H A P T E R  11. 

FURTHER PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS. 

THE natural seat of f~wedom, says an elegant hie- 
torian, is among high mountains and pathless deserts, 
ouch as abound in the wilds of America. I t  is cer- 
tainly true, however, that the first emigrants to this 
country, brought with them that spirit of liberty, which 
has since been so highly cherished by their descen- 
dants. They left Enslancl at a period when those 
principles, which finally ended in the overthrow and 
execution of Charles the First, were every where pre- 
valent. They brought with them an unconquerable 
aversion to the arbitrary assumptions of royal prero- 
gative, under the increasing weight of which they had 
groaned, during the reign of the first James, and to a- 
void which, was the primary cause of their emigration, 
-and they co~~ti l~ued to meet, with determined resis- 
tance, every effort ~vhicli his successours made to ex- 
tend the chain. Thus it may be said, that the English 
Colonies in America, were originally settled upon the 
principles of independence, and that we owe more to 
the peculiar circumstances, under which that took 
place, than to the peculiar situation of our country.- 
The Revolution in England which placed Oliver Crom- 
well at the liead of the government, while it in some 
nleasure drew closer the bonds which connected the 
Colonies with the Mother Country, served at the same 
time to confirm the former in their high notions of pri- 
~ilegC, and to render them still more jealous of every 
encrottchment. The  sons of the first settlers, inheriting 
the spirit of their fathers, and still more independent 



iB their feelings, from their personal ignorance of the 
splendours or oppressions of royalty,-and knowing 
the Mother-Country only as a place from which their 
fathers had fled-successively asd gradually lost the 
little allegiance whicb springs from natural affection, 
until at leu@ they began to regard every legislative 
act of their distant rulers, with respect to themselves, 
aa an usurpation of authority, whicb of right belonged 
only to their own reprwentstivv. 

Every thing, indeed, tended to engender and to nur- 
ture a spirit of liberty tpd independence, in the Colo- 
aim of the new wollld; I n  the fist place, that most 
powerful of all ,&e engines of deepotism-the union 
of religious with civil governmendwaa unknown to 
them. Each man worshipped Glod, according to the 
dictates of his own neaaon and conscience ; and by far 
the greater part of them belonged to that sect of Chris- 
tians, whose very tenets taught them to acknowleclge 
no authority, but that which had been established by 
their own consent and sanction. They were literally 
Dissenters, from a11 set forms and modes of wor- 
ebip ; and, acting with independence iu this most im-e 
portant of all human concerns, it is not wontlorful that 

- they felt independed, in every other affair of life.- 
I n  the second place, the first emigrants had, for a long 
period, little or no commercial intercourse with the 
Mother Country. ~ l ; e ~  found, that by industry they 
were enabled to provide every thing essential to life, 
among themselves ; and that tie of friendship, which , 

exists between countries mutually dependent upon 
each other for the commodities ,of tride, was lierc 
wanting. Again, as it was only from the mitlclle 
class of society,--or rather from that class, in wbiclr 
rank and honours w e p  pot hereditary,-that the first 

YOL. I. 4 
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eaigration took place, superiority of induetry, talents 
or virtue, constituted the only distinction,among them. 
There were no titled orders of men to claim priority 
of place, from llereditary right. Each man was at 
once the proprietor and the cultivator of his own lit- 
tle domain-he felt at once the pride of the freehold- 
er, and the humility of the tenant-the one taught him 
to look upon himself nq equnl to thc Iriqllest : n11(1 the 
other, to regard himvlf as nof szcperiozir to the low- 
est of his follow-citizcn~:. T l i l i n  WRR n feelinq of e- 
quality engendered nmnnl; tlirm~clvcs : ~ n d  knowing 
nonesupe~iour to thcmcrlves. thv?;  ~vcrc cncilyI)rour;l~t 
to feel the. same eqnnlitg, wit11 reqaw1 to tllocr who 
pretended to be tbrir nntirral rulers ant1 xi~periours. 
Each s~lcceedillg generation felt all thew sentlmento 
with accumulated force, so that i t  may be very truly 
said, thnt the independence of the Colonies was for- 
mally established, before a blow was clhck ; and that 
aothing was gdned by the War of the Revolution, 
but the recognition of that independence by the other 
nations of tlre earth. 

We have said t l ~ d  England used every means in 
lier power, by the appointment of arbitrary and des- 
potick Oo\.elnours and agents, tobreak down this spirit 
of independence: in tbe Cmlonists, and mduce them to 
a state of unconlplrining submission and suffering.- 
But tlre English Ministry were wise eaougb to foreme 
the danger of these attempts, so long as Yrance am- 
mantled so powerful a Colonial force on the same Con- 
tinent. They wero afratd of pushing their provoca- 
tions too far, until it should be no longer in the power 
of the Americans to seek t l ~  protection or to call ia 
the aid of tlreir Cnnndinn neigllhours. Under this 
view, they were not long in making n pretext for quar- 
r~ l l ing  with their anciat enemy, tbc French, and en- 
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&g the respective Colonies themselves in the em- 
test. The enterprising and military spirit of the Eng- 
'Esh Colonies, which had been evinced so early as 
l y a  by the capture of Louisburgh-an enterprise 
which had been projected and completed by the Go- 
vernour and legielature of Maesac huse tts, without the 
aandion of the Mother Country, or thecooperation of 
her sister colonies-while it gave to the Ministers high 
ideas of the value of their Colonies, sewed, at the same 
time, to intiamitheir desire of reducing them to resist- 
less obeWnce, and of extending the limits of their 
American possessions. That the Americans might be 
more heartily engaged in this war of conquest, an as- 
sociation was formed in London, embracing a number 
of the Colonieb, particularly of the planters of Virgi- 
nia, under the title of the Ohio Company. To  this 
Company a pan t  was made, in the year 1750, of six 
hundred thousand acres of laad, on the rivers Ohio 
and Mississippi. Whether the British or the French 
Eing had the best right to this land, or whether either 
bad a right at all, were questions of no importance iu 
the view of Ministers. All agreed, that the poor na- 
tives-thoee who were born upon tbe soil, whose in- 
heritance was derived from thepdmmon Creator of it 
and them-had enjoyed tbc unmolested possession 
long enough. T o  say sothing then of the Tight8 of 
either of the mnknrHflg powers, it is certain that, at 
this time, tc'ranoefwas in the actual poaaesaion of all the 
country  no^ and south of this grant ; and this inter- 
p i t i o n  of an enemy in her road of communication 
frolfr one extremity of her American te~litory to the 
other, was naturally looked upon as a hostile encroach- 
ment. The  French Governour st  &st contented him- 
self with remonsQating against this intrusion, as it was. 
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calted ; ,but finding the British p e d  in their dm6p 
of forming a tradiw settlement, he at leagth gave ar- 
den for the erection of fortitiw,tions on the Ohte, and 
authorized the seizure of every British subject w h  
should be found trading on that river. As the gat- 
er part of these traders belonged to'the Colrmy caf Vir- 
ginia,'it was to her they iiioked for protechn sgahst 
these outrages, and lwked not h vain. At thfs early 
period, 1753, Washington, th-dugh then bdt a men 
stripling,wn< fonnd i.cnc!y to nETcr his ~ ~ r ~ i c e s  in Iw- 
hatf of his cn~int ~.~-nicii. T h r y  n-crc nccc'pl~f11);y f in-  
widdie, tllrn Govc~l-nonr of  l'irqinin. nntl \ l*~~l,inqtnn 
was desplcli~d to tllc F r r ~ ~ c l l  c4~mmxndxmI,-n if 11  in- 
structions to mmumhate q h s t  tke videme of itis 

' 

proceedhgsi, and to fnake such PrbsetPakifms of the 
state of the cotlntry and .disposi%m of its ntc%ives, as 
migl~t in any manner tehdto p m o h  the British ink- 
rests. Ahd let i t  not be said, that this was an easy 
task wl6ch the young pattid had undertaken to per- 
form. The dietbhce was more thtn four hndred 
miles, and a grater part of the route lay through a 
~~ildenhess uninhabited, or inhabited only by hostile 
savages. h c k  of the road, even a% the present cl y, 
is impassable for lk~rses ; and it may be easi3y con- 
'ceivecl that at that time, hi-eqnired mare than common 
zeal and courage to encomnte the bIfficulties aml dan- 
gers of travelling so f'r on foot. Wwhipgton, how- 
ever, was rendy not only to brave tla dangers of the 
rod ,  hut tile eevedties of the season ; tor it 'was oq 
tho 46th of November, that he commenced his journey, 
mompaniod only by a dngle companion. Tlre 
French commander then held his head qua*rs at a 
fort ua tho river Le h n f ,  a brnnch of the Alleghnny, 
~ome dietapce nboy~ its co~~flacncc with the Monunga- 



heh Tbis spot dhcted tbe military eye ofour 
young ambas&; a d  its b e i e  afterwarde select- 
ed as the site d Bort hqueme,  proved the meet- 
aeae sf hh, Piem. Ha h i  Meaeieur de & P i e r a  
mtd a a t h h e d  be listen Ce the remu~~trmerrof 
Bet r~ rwar  D m w i u  pese idd  in denying -the 
15@t d t h e  3xitthB. Kmg b my par& d &Be territory 
tm Qlre @hi4 and ctedrd he c p h d  caetisae te seize 
evtsry tmder w b  claimed h prhikge unttar .the 
p t  d tlut.lmamarch. 

T%omgh WasgingCon .had not gctkl tile o%ect of 
Bis enibassy, the i f a ~ m a t i m  which %eehad acquired #of 
lk -,the address with which he concil.ided the 
M a n s ,  and dhe steady perseverance which had been 
mmifested m the wBale execution of his bask, gained 
him the approbation and Ularlks wf Ids oountrymen. 
His advice m-ith regard to the erection of a fortifioa- 
tion at the conhence of Dhe Monongahela ancl AUe- 
&any rivers, was adopted, ltndlneasures were forth- 
with taken to carry it into effect. But while the Vir- 
ginians were engaged in this work, a m a l l  party of 
the French sarprisecl and drove them off; ant1 the 
French commander, seeing at once the advantages to 
'be gained by holding4his spot, eet to werk and mon 
mmpleted a re@ar fortification. These proceed- 
ings, so soon followingthe answer of the French corn- 
raoader to Gwernour Sinwiddie's letter, induced the 
i+slstnre of Virginia to raise a small-force for the 
pnntadirm of their frontier, and to maintain the right 
of b%lbitanni& Majesty tothe l a n d s p n t e d  to the0-  
hio company. T h e  command of this force, consisting 
,ddy-the hundred men, was given to Colonel Fry, 

died FMan after their first ekirmish at the Great 
M e a b w s ,  and Waehjn$ou, hi8 lieuteneat colonel, 
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nuccoeded to the command. Thus far the Colon J of 
Virginia stood single in her resistance to the claims 
and encroachments of the French ; and what she bad 
done, had been upon the sole authority ofthe Pmvin- 
cia1 Assembly, without the orders or instrnctione of 
the Mother Country. But the Parliament of Great BFi- 
tain no sooner heard of these transactions, than they 
determined to mnke a Ggorouu stand in sapport of 
the Ohio Company ; and for this purpose sent instruc- 
tions to at\ the Colonies to oppwe +be French hp fern 
ofarms, in all encroachments upon ml~a  t they prrsi *fed 
in calling British territory. I n  pureunnce of these 
instructions, New York and South Caroliaa each sent 
a small body of men to join Colonel Wash* at the 
Great Meadows. Finding himaclf now at the head 
of about four hundred men, Washinston detarmihed 
upon attempting to drive the French from their en- 
trenchments at Fort Duquesne. With this view he 
hastily constructed a small Fort at the @reat Mea- 
dows, appropriately called Fort Necessity, in which 
he left a small guard for the protection of his muni- 
tions, and marched with the main body towards the 
fork of the Monongabela. But he was deterred from 
pursuing his purpose, by receiving information from 
some of the friendly Indians on the road, that Fort 
Duquesne had recently received strong reinforce- 
mcnb, and that the French were then marching in 
n considerable body to attack the English settlements. 
'In this dilemma! Washington consulted his dce r s ,  
who annnimously advised a retreat to the Great Men- 
tlown. l'lrey hntl s~nrcely effected this, when Mon- 
siellr dc Villicr tlru French commnndant, marclred 
apon ilrcm will1 n ftwca of nearly three times their 
r~urnlr~r, nut1 rCtrckcc\ lhcir littlo Fort. Weak and 
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untenable as it was, Washington maintained his post 
e n s t  the continued shock of the assailants, from an 
w t y  honr in tbe morning until night, twice refusing 
to listen to the terms of capitulation offered by the 
French commander, and consenting to yield only on 
andition of being permitted to march out of the gar. 
rison with the howure of war, to retain his arms, and to 
retnrn unmolested to Virgiia. Upon his return home. 
Washingten received a vote of thanks from the legis- 
h r e  for his brave conduct; but seeing no steps adopt- 
ed to renew the contest, he resigned his command, and 
the regiment was reduced to independent companies. 

The  British Ministry having once seen what it was 
in the power of their Colonies to perform, and never 
loeing sight of their h a t  p n d  object to drive their 
Frenchneigbbours from the Continent, now proposed 
an mian of the Colonies, under pretence of rendering 
them better able to repress French encroachments, but 
inreaw with far different intentions. With this view, 
it was proposed, that the Oovernours and leading 
members of the Provincial Assemblies should hold a 
general meeting, wtuch waa accordingly convened at 
Albany, on the, Hudson, in the year l7H. The re- 
sult of their deliberations, however, waa not alto- 
gether such as had been hoped for by the Mini~try. 
The member6 wem nnauimouely of opinion, that it 
aight be in their power to defend themselves from the 
h n c h ,  without any assistance from Great Britain; 
but tke plan whicb they proposed for this parpoec wafi 
eat d all relished by his Majesty's Government. 1 t 
msdteiropinion, that '~agrandcouncil ehoultl be fom- 
s8:a;f.nrembers to be chosen by t b  Proaincial A ~ e r n -  
fi, which council, together with a C4overnour tr, I,* 
@ted by the Grown, should be aukwised to make - * 
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p~eral  laws, and also to raise money from all the Co- 
konies for their common defence." The Miitistry, in- 
e t e d  of accepting this rational scheme of union, trans- 
mitted to Glovernour Shirley of Massachusetts, a pra- 
position diametrically opposite in its nature and tend- 
ency, and cunningly intended t6 secure to the %tish 
Parliament the right of raising money from the Colo- 
niesby taxation. This Ministerial plan was, r' that 
the Governours of all the Colonies, attended by orle or 

' ,two member8 of their respective councils, should from 
time to time concert measures for the whole of the Co- 
lonies, erect posts, and raise troops, with a power to 
draw upon the British treasury, in the first instance ; 
but to be ultimately reimbursed by a tas to be laid on 
the Cdonies by an act of Parliament." The council, 
as well as the Glovernours, it will be remembered, 
were for the most part appointed by the Crown, so that 
here would have been a Congress nominally Provin- 
cial, and dependent for their existence and support 
upon the will of the British Ministry. I t  hardly re- 
quired the sagacity of the patriot Franklin, to fore- 
eee the consequences to which such a system would 
lead. He was nevertheless consulted by Governour 
Shirley, and requested to give his opinion, which he 
did in writing, and at considerable len,@. He stated, 
in substance, that it would give great and just dissatis- 
faction to tho people of the Colonies, to be taxed by a 
body in which they were not represented-hat the 
Colonies we1.e better judges of the force necessary for 
their defence, and of their means of rnising money 
for that defaoco, thau a British Parlinmont could be, 
Lt the distaocc of several thowand miles from the the- 
dre of action-'L'lut the natives of the Colonies were 
more campeteui Lo manap tltoir own concerns, than 
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my Bovernours who could be sent from England, 
whose only interest in the country seemed to be the ad- 
vancement of their own fortunes, which they did not 
even spend among US-That to compel the Colonies to 
pay money for their own protection, without their con- 
sent, would imply a suspicion of theit loyalty, aud de- 
grade them to the servile state of a conquered country. 
That if the right of Parliament to tax the Goloniee 
were once admitted, they would continue to exerciee it, 
for other purposes than Colonial protection; whereaa 
if the Colonies were left to their own discretion, they 
would not only impose a tax upon themselves when 
necessary, but throw it off when that necessity no long- 
er existed-That if Parliament assumed this right of 
taxation, the Provincial Amemblies might be set mide 
as useless-That the .Colonies were, in fact, already 
indirectly taxed by the Mother Country, insemuch M 

they were obliged to pay the heavy duties charged 
upon British mauufactnres, some of which manufac- 
tures could be supplied among themselves, and othere 
might be purchased at a cheaper market-and, laetly, 
that the Colonies had, at the expense of their lives and 
fortunes, extended the dominion and increased the 
commerce of the Mother Country, and were therefore 
entiUed to a full representation in the body which ae- 
sumed the right of impoeing taxes updn them. 

Such were the principal objections urged by Dr. 
Frmklin, against the plan which had been eubmitted 
bo his consideration. He eaw with prophetick eye, that 
the p t e n c e  of taxing the Colonies for their internal 
defenw was a deceptive lure, and that the Parliament 
of Britain would not willingly lay wide the power, if 
once surrendered to their hands. The Ministry thus 
hdtng their scheme unsucceesful, abandoned it for 
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rvns sent 
:cn-fnunl 
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the present, and turned their .attention once more to 
F ~ e n c h  encroachmente.  ere their opinions coincided 
with the opinions of their Colonists. I t  was agreed 
on all hmds, that the French shonld be driven from 
their settlements on the Ohio, and it was further de- 
tefmined by the Ministry, that they should also be dri- 
ven from their peaceable possessio~~s in Canada. In- 
telligence of the capitulation of the English garrison 
under Colonel Washington, at the great Meadows, 
had reached England in the fall of 1 7 ~ ,  but not a hint 
was given by the King of his designs, until the month 
of March 1755, when sir Thomas Robinson, then Se- 
cretary of State, appeared before the Parliament with 
a message from his Majesty of the following import: 
that his Majesty having, at the commencement of the 
session, declared it to be the principal object of his so- 
licitude to preserve the publick tranquillity, and to pro- 
tect those possessions which constitute a primary 
souroe of the publick prosperity, now found it neces- 
sary to acquaint the House of Commons, that the pre- 
mnt state of affairs made it requisite to augment his 
forces by sea and land, and to take such other mea- 
sures as might best tend to preserve the peace of Eu- 
*mn-r. nnd t o  seczcre ~ / I P  j u . ~ t  ri,q/tt.~ ?f his C Y O I ~ ~  in 

r l~ i s  message pmcl~lcecl a11 the effckct wllicli 
r 1 1 1  i One million was grantecl 

rrlrb nrrnml~li~l~nlent of hi4 ~ I I ~ P O S C Y .  and Arlmiral 
1vit11 R powerful nrnlrrment to the 

rllnnci, for tile a~uwerl purpose of 
. . 

\t~l~ichnrns illen preparinq 
ochefort. ant1 tlrstil~rrl for 
Abollt 1l1e SRIIIP time Gr- 

110c.l; \I as tlicipatcllr(1 fro111 Cork, wit11 two 
~f 1*~91lnr  troope, and orclereci to tnlir tile 
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command of the Provincial troops raised in Virginia, 
which increased his army to about two thousand meu. 
The  French fleet, with the exception of two ships, 
escaped the vigilance of Admiral Boscawen, and a- 
rived safe in the gulf; but a large number of mer- 
chant ships, with eight thousand sailors, fell into the 
hands of the English in the course of the year, which 
gave a severe check to the naval operations of France. 
All this had bken done without any open declaration 
of war; and the French Ambavsadour in London, the 
Duc de ,Mirepoix, exclailued against it as inconsist- 
ent with the law of nations, threatening at the same 
time a heavy retaliation on tile part of his royal mas- 
ter. But the English government insisted that the 
French were the first aggressors, and that a formal 
declaration of war was not necessary to authorise them 
to repel force by force ; as soon therefore ay this in- 
telligence arrived at Paris, the Ministers were re- 
called both from London and Hanover, which last 
was at that time the residence of George LI. and a 
war commenced which ended with the final overtllrow 
of the French power on the American Continent. 

General Braddeck had arrived in Virginia some 
time in May 1755. His character for bravery and 
military discipline stood deservedly high, but he wahl 
in every other respect utterly uncjualifiecl for the duty 
upon which he had been sent. He  was obstinate and 
positive in his disposition, and austere and haughty 
in his deportment, particularly to those whom he con- 
eidered his inferiours-and he considered all as his in- 
feriouts, among whom he was now placed. He was ' 

wholly unacquainted wit11 the country, which was ta 
he the scene of his operatious, and so great wao hie 
contempt for the Cdonh l  ,militia, which constjhted 



86 AMERICAN REVOLU'I'ION. 

the greater part of his army, that he disdained to con- 
oult any of their officers, a11 of whom were willing and 
competent to give him much useful advice and infor- 
mation, respecting the mode of conducting warfare in 
American woods and morasses. He accepted the of- 
fered services of Colonel Washington, as an Aid-de- 
Camp, but refused to listen to his advice on any sub- 
ject relating to preparations for the campaign. Tlius 
did this fearless but obstinate General seem bent upon 
his own destruction. Disregarding the earnest soli- 
citations of Washington to employ a part of the Pro- 
vincial troops as an advanced guard, or to send out 
aome reconnoitering party to watch the movements of 
the Indians, he boldly pushed on at the head of two 
thousand two hundred men, to within ten miles of 
Fort Duquesne. Here, about noon on the 9th of July, 
in a pathless swamp, surrounded by thickets of brakes 
and briars, he was suddenly attacked in front and 
flank by a shower of bullets, coming from an invisi- 
ble enemy, and accompanied by the tremendous and 
appalirig sound of the savage war-whoop. His van- 
guard, composed of Regulars who had never before 
heard such a sound, immediately fell back dismayed 
and confused, and though the Provincials had been 
accustomed to this Indian mode of assauli and there- 
fore felt no terrour, yet the confusion soon became 
general throughout the army. Even now it would 
have heen in the power of Bradclock to have saved 
himself and his army, if he had condescended to lis- 
ten to the advice of his American Aid de Camp; but 
he persisted in trusting to that intrepid valour and dis- 
cipline, which had so often distinguished liim in the 
battles of Europe. Instead of making some effort to 
discover and break up the ambuscade, from which he 
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was suffering 80 much, he directed hi8 whola exnrtiorr 
to rally his troops and reform them in ragulllr ortlcv 
of battle. His concealed enemy were all. i l~e  wlril~ 
pouring in fresh havock and slaugliter among 11in nren, 
his officers were falling all around him, for tlre Itlcli- 
ans and French seemed to aim tl~cir pircct~ parricu- 
lady at those on horseback, his aids Irad nll Iwr-11 kill- 
ed except Washington, and he lrin~nelf 11ntl tlrr*ca 
borses shot urider him. But what could cuurt~gt~ or 
discipline effect in such a ~ituation T Hrnd(I~n'k, w110 
had mde undismayed amidet continued wl~o~c~rrr of 
bullets, from point to point for tllree hourw, at length 
received a mortal wound--upon his fall Ilrc~ rcg~rlar 
trwps Bed witb precipitationand disorder; hut  Wnnll- 
i a , g  w b  h.d Iwen almont mirac.ulouwly yre- 
m-ed-hving lost two h o w  under him and receiv- 
ed feru btlllats thn& hicl d o m e d  Itre Provin- 
cials, ubich hd btra M, much despkd, in the rear, 
ud & ti& All the artillery, ammu- 
d together with the yrivaic? lettern 

a d  k t m c t k u s  d ffLe Gemwal, fell into the baodn of 
t k v .  Gdanei W~~ & the Mooon- 
~ d h t L e l l e ~ ~ ~ n t o C & i u  V i r w s ,  and re- - k to remehe farther thurks d honours 
b h l S a m & r p e a  T b o r e d e d t b u b t ~ p l a r  
m&nqt b &re tihe French f r o s  their ~ W C L ~ O W  on 
iLe W-. d thus W= it clearly er-iw*d. that cou- 
~ l t a d ~ a r e ~ t S t t o n l y r e g u i b ~ k , f ~ m  
* ~ d a g w s f C h m t n l .  

On dedb d Geoeral Bradd0r.k w-hi<% 4 , p , o -  
d a Ikw d q w  tk d k a m w  battle Of the W. 
G.loPalBanBat upon wtwwtke mmmlurdcdtlw Re- 
p h e  devolved. w ititdrew witb thew to Philadrl- 
w: Otpb hv in ; ;  thg whole Zronlier uf l-irsjnia. tn 
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an immense extent, open to the inroails and d e p d a -  
tions of the French and Indians. Intelligence of this 
reached Virginia, while the Legislature of that Pro- 
vince were in session,' and measures were immediately 
adopted to defend their exposed settlements. Six- 
trem companies were ordered to be raised, and placed 
under the commanrl of Washin,@n, in wliose military 
okill and courage, notv~ithstanding; his several unsuc- 
cessful campaigus, the most implicit confidence was 
placed by his countrymen. In  addition to this imme- 
diate command, he was styled in his commission, com- 
mander in chief of all the forces to be raised in Vir- 
ginin. For diree ymrs after tlie defeat of Geneial 
Br~ddock, nothing of importance was effected by the 
British. MTar had been formally declared in the 
spring of 1756, and a few troops and ships had been 
sent out ; but General Shirley, who succeeded Brad- 
dock in the chief command, confined his operations to 
tlie north. T h e  French and Indians continued to har- 
rass tlie provinces of Pennsylvania, Maryland and 
Virginia, the people of whom suffered every species 
of distresu, being driven many hundred miles from 
their habitations and settlements, into the more set- 
tled parts of the Colonies. Washington, with l i e  
Virginiaw? did all that his means would enable him to 
do, for tlie protection of these unhappy people, but his 
regiments were never full, and the modo of warfare 
pursued by the enemy was such that he could never 
bring them to battle. Genrral Shirley, in the mean 
time, amused himself with forming plans for the re- 
duction of the fortresses on the northern lakes. T h e  
cxpcdition against Crown Point, on lake C;hamplain, 
was entnisteti to General, afterwards Sir William 
Johnson, a native of Ireland, who had long resided 
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in America, and whose disposition and deportment 
B+d acquired for him universal esteem. T h o  troops, 
however, which were destined for this service, did 
not assemble at the place of rendezvous until late in 
thc summer, and were almost immediately afterwards 
attacked in their camp by the Baron Dieskau; who, 
thongh his army was finally repulsed and himself 
nurde prisoner, so crippled the force of General John- 
son, that the expedition was abandoned, and the @en- 
era1 deemed it prudent to retreat to Albany. The  en- 
terprise' against N i q r a ,  which was considered as the 
most important position occupiecl by the French, be- . 
ing so situated as to command the communication be- 
tween lakes Erie and Ontario, WRY undertaken by 
General Shirley in person; but after petting to Oswe- 
go, a small fort belonging to the English on the south- 
eastern shore of Ontario, and waiting there for sup- 
plies, until the season was too far advanced to cross 
the lake, he also abandoned his designs and return- 
ed to the head-quarters at All~any. 

I n  June 1756, the Earl of Loudon, now nppoint- 
ed Commander in Chief of the British forces iu Ame- 
rica, amved at Albany ; but affairs went on with no 
p t e r  spirit or activity, than they had done 'before 
hhr arrival. While they were consuming the time in 
t d o n s  debates, against what point to direct the first 
efirts of the army, the French, under Montcalm, 
had attacked and made themselves masters of Oswe- 
,p-m event so totally unexpected, that it discon- 
certed all their deliberations, and finally determined 
the Commander in Ohief, to lay aside a11 offensive 
-rations and go into winter quarters. N o  better 
s m e m  attended the twhemes of his lordship, during 
the - d i n g  year. Instead of marching to the in- 
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~mieu OI Canada, or att;?mpting the reduction of any 
of the important fortresses on the lakes, his lordship 
set out with his whole force for Halifax, where in 
conjunction with Admiral Holbourne who had just ' 
arrived witli a large squadron and'a powerfill rein- 
forcement of troops, it was determined to employ their 
united forces against tlie garrison of Louisbourg, in 
the island of Capc Breton. Notlling could have hap- 
penetl mnrc congenial to the wishes of the Marquis . 
de Montcalm, than this determination on the part 
of tlie British Conlmanders-for it enabled him to 
m m h ,  \vithont opposition, against the important post 
of Fort willianr Henry, on the southern sllore of lake 
George, the oul j  fortification which the British now 
held in the wliolr country of the lakes. T h e  posses- 
sion of this fort; ~ . l i i ch  the Marquis gained after a 
nrost vigon)ils siege of six days, together with all its 
artillery and stores. gave to the French the entire com- 
mand of tllrt extensive chain of lakes which connects 
the waters of the iHississippi and the St. Lawrence, 
and made them mastem of the whole lime of commu- 
nication between (lie northern and southern puts of 
the Continent. The  Earl of Loudon and Admiral 
Holbournt.. iu the mean time, having received intel- 
ligence that Louisbonrg was garrisoned by six thou- 
snnd regular troops. besides Provincials, and that se- 
wntecn line of battle ships were m o d  in the ha& 
for it.$ protection, thought proper tg defer its intended 
expedition to a m m  mnrenient  opprtumify. \\-ash- 
ingtou, during all this time, was struggling. with a 
handful of Pro\incials and ram- milith. to avert the 
d b t m  ocnsioned by the p w d a ~ q  =afire of the 
Indians and French from Fort 1)uqueacr- He had 
reperttdly, but in vain, tqcd the d o  otrtd9ciq 
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thtt fortraba as the only aaecins of preventing tb evil? 
to which the neigbbonrbg inhabitcmts were exposed; 
but neither the go\-ernmeal of hie own Cdony, w r  the 
saccessive Commanders in Chief of the Bribish forces; 
wmld listen to his prepositions to that effect. In one 
of his letters to the Gevernour of Virginia, he obsekvee, 

' 

The supplicaiing tern  of the women, and moviug 
petitious of the men, melt me with such deadly sorrow, 
that I solemnly declare, if I know my own mind, I 
could offer myself a willing eacrifice to the butcher- 
ing themy, provided tha4 weuld contribute to the po- 
ple's eas~:' Thm the third year of the war was cloeed, 
wi tho& a solitary advantage to the came of (ireat &i- 
tain, if we except the gallant and spirited enterprise 
ef Cdonel Moncton-who, with a body of Provin- 
cials, raised under the authority of the Aeaembly of 
Massachasetts, drove tfre French from their posseo- 
sims in Nova Bcotfa. 

XE the year of 1758, things every where wore a dif- 
fkd, q e c t .  Mr. Pitt, after many dismissals' and re- 
rgpeiat~~~&~, had been at leagtb firmly established 
as Principal Secretary ef State, with unlimited influ- 
ence over the Houee of Commons, and the most un- 
bounded conk01 over h a  Hmoverian master. The  
Earl of Loudon had returned to England, to And a 
Better soil for the growth of laurels, aud the chief 
cemmand wae ptrced in the more eacient hands of 
tbe enterprking Ma& General, aftenvarcls Lord, 
Am&u~t-one of the greatest hoera ls  that Eng- 
bud cvm h t e d .  Admiral Boscawen arrived from 
England early in the year with powerfnl reinforce- 
rents, d no time wae lost in concerting measures 
bw am active and spirited opening of the campmign. 
The muhber of troops, Regalma and Prorincial~, now 

VOL. I.  d 



' at the dispeYl of the C-der in Chief, showed 
tb.t Mr. Pitt was ddmnimd to retrievt the ernam 
ofbis pred- .ad make np by ow kisive blow, 
krtbctbreeyesrswhIcb!mdbeenlost iecoos~l~  
.ad comdsofwu. N o  less tB.n 6fkythmmd rta 
were now assemble& force inconparably 
than any whieb hd ever before heen s u n  in the n c r  
world. With Wlue  thoasrnd of these men, Gencrrl 
Ambast determined to proceed to the attack of Lmb 
Bmg, tbe pnimm of which hrd been midembly n- 
daced eiPce tbc .b.ndotment of tbe e.xpcditiem ag&~!  
it under the Ekrl of Laadon. For this puqme, be em- 
M e d  on boud of the deet nndcr Admid BQsawea, 
and anchored in sight of the fortrrsv on the ;ed of June. 
In r few drys afterwards the phce was f o m d l ~  invest- 
ed, and on the - of July the Chevalier Drocoart. 
the f;ovcraoar, was ampelled to .ccept the ttrrrs d 
capitulakm &red by the besiegers. By this e~ent.  
Ihe whdc island of C.pe Breton, and several s h i p  of 
thelm.adtrigtes, ctaeintotheposstssianofthe 
Jbgbb. It rrrs in this sitgp, that Brigadier em- 
ml WotZi 6rst excited univtrsal attentioo, by the dis- 
phy of k brillkt talents, and that lofty intre- 
pidity of condnet, which &muds so erinentlr &- 
tingabbed his abolt bat glariclrrs euecr. 

Ge#d Abmmmbii, about the same time, under- 
took st the herd of meen thaeslad men, to mumh 
.gi.st theFortsofTicondemgad WikmHemy: 
bat be met with so m-arm a reccptioe in his -1t 
u p  the f-er, h t  be are conpclltd to r e t i t  with 
tBe loes d two thom#nd men. This so colapktaly 
GspuiM him, that be wmld ad amsent to =W the 
-; bnt, though his hrcc was still much snperjout 

t ~ ~ o f t h e t ~ , d r a w t h e m o f t ~ n k u a t d t o  



Ls cup at lake Gemp. Lord Howe waa am- 
tL l n l h r  of those who fell on this occasion, and to 
Lis Scitf for the loss of this moat amiable m d  heroick 
ymmg nobleman to whom he was moat ardently attach- 
ed, may perhaps be attributed that state of mind in the 
General, which induced him to abandon an enterprim 
&at must have proved successful in ite further p m e -  
d o n .  Colonel Bradstreet, who had been detached bg 
General Abercrombie with a considerable force againat 
Frontenac, a fort situated on the northern bank of the 
St, Lawrence at the foot of Lake Ontario, waa morn 
snccessfnl, having reduced that post without muc]~ 
loss. 
The defence of the middle und mulhern Oolonieo 

had, in the mean time, been confided to Brigadier 
General Forbes, who, to the great joy of Waehing- 
ton, lent a more willing ear thlld had yet been given, 
to the proposition for the immediate reduction of Fort 
Duqnesne. The  General's force, however, waa eo va- 
riously dispersed, that six q o n t b  were conaumed in 
bringing it together ; and though Washington war 
cMlsbntly urging the necessity of expedition, and 
using every remonstrance, which his experience atid 
knowledge of the country authorbed him to make, 
wrist useless delays, it was not until the 5th of No- 
vember, that the army reached Loyal Hannah, etill 
ten days nurch from their place of deainstion. Here 
r cc~ncil  of war w u  held, on the propriety of pro- 
ceeding further, eo late in the season, which, like most 
aAlaciis of war, came precisely to that determination 
which would have rendered all their exertions fruit- 
h m d  perhaps have deetroyed the amY, a c h  
had ad stepped in to rev- tbeir decision* The 
a dctetnrined tbrt it was cadVisJ3le to pm. 
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w d  any further that campaign" and the only alterna- 
tive left was either to spend the winter in a dreary 
wilderness with an army of eight thousand men, or to 
retrace their steps over mountains and morasses, ren- 
dered every day more and more difficult and d;nger- 
o u  by ice and snows, I t  was fortunately not left for 
the council to choose between these two evil- few . 
scattering Indians who were made prismers, gavesuch 
information of the weakened state of the garrison at 
Fort Duquesne, that the General was induced to pro- 

: ceed, contrary to the advice of his council, and on the 
WSth of November they entered the Port without op- 

a position-the enemy having previously dismantled 
w d  abandoned it, that all their forces might be concen- 
trated to oppose the vigorous measurca nf the British 
iu the North. T h e  capture of Fort Duquesne, (which 
now received the name of Fort Pitt, in compliment to 
the great man at the head of the Ministry in Eng- 
land,) put an end to the war in the South, and a for- 
mal treaty of peace was soon after concluded bdween 
the British and all the Indian nations spread over the 
extensive country between the Ohio and the Lakes. 
The  following speech of an Indian Warrior, at the 
meeting of the commissioners for settling; the treaty of 
peace will show in a clear light the different conduct 
pursued by the English and French, towards these 
despised natives of the forest, and the slort of right by 
which the former laid claim to the lands which they 
now held by force of arms.-66 Bretheren-I havq 
raised my voice, and all the Indians have heard mq 
~8 far as the Twightwees, atid bave regqrded my voice, 
and are now come to this place. Bretherea, the cauw 
why the Indiana of Ohio left you is owing to your- 
aelvee. The Governour of Virgi,gia rreQled in our 



lands, and disregarded our messages : but, when the 
f i n c h  came to us, they traded with our people, used 
them kindly and gained their affections. Our cousina 

. on the Minisinks tell us, they were wronged of a great 
deal ofland, and pushed back by the English, settling 
so fast upon them as not to know whether they have ' 

, any lands remaining in surety. You deal hardly with 
us; you claim all the wild animals of the forests, and 
will not let us come on your lands so much as to hunt 
after them; you will not let us peel the bark of a single 
tree tocover ourcabins--surely this is hard. Our fathers, 
when they sold the land, (lid not purpose to deprive 
themselves of hunting the wild deer, or using a branch 
of wood. Bretheren, we have already acquainted you 
with our grievances ; and we have referred our cause 
to the great King. I desire to know if King George 
has yet decided this matter, and whether justice will 

' 

be done to the Minisinks?"-In reply to this appeal 
of simple eloquence, the poor Indians were assured by 
the English commissioners that 64 full justice should 
Ire done to the Minisinks" and that (4 fresh earth sIl(~lld 
he put to the roots of the tree of peace between the Bri- 
tbh  and Indian nations, in ordcr that it might bear up 
against every atom, and flourish as long as the sun 
ehane, and the rivers continued to j l o ~ . "  Let tlic his- 
tory of Indian wrongs tell how worthily this promise 
wae fulfilled. 

The  events of irB8 aufficiently showed that nothing 
wanting to the complete success of the English 

arms in America, hut a vigorous prosecution of the 
measures which had been so ably planued. General 
Amberst was determined, not to stop short of gaining 
tbe whole northern Continent. T o  accomplish this 
daring project, the army were divided into three grand 



corps-With the first, aided by a strong squadron of 
ships of war, Brigadier General Wolfe was ordered to 
undertake the clifficult and hazardous enterprise of . 

storming Quebec, tho capitol of French America-Ge- 
neral Amherst, himself, with the principal body, pro- 
posed, after reducing Ticonderoga and Crownpoint, 
to cross Lake Champlain and the Richelieu, and 
marching along the eastern bank of the St. Lawrence 
to join General Wolfe under the walls of Quebec. 
The third corps was entrusted ti Brigadier-General 
Prideaux, who was joined by a considerable body of 
Indians under Sir William Johnson-this force wao 
ordered to invest the important post of Niagara, and 
after the reduction of that fortress, to embark on Lake 
Ontario, proceed down the St. Lawrence, gain pos- 
session of Montreal, and then join the other two di- 
visions of the army at Quebec.-This was a plan wor- 
thy of the enterprising genius of Lord Amherst; and 
though it was hardly possible that it should have suc- 
ceeded in every particular, yet it led to the final and' 
full accomplisllment of his glorious design. Ticon- 
deroga and Crownpoint fell into his hands without 
bloodshed, the enemy having successively abandoned 
both, just as he was preparing to invest them, and re- 
tired to the Isle aux Noix, at the opposite extremity 
of Lake Champlain. Niagara also capitulatecl to Gen- 
eral Johnson on the 25th of July, General Prideaux 
having been unfortunately killed in the trenches by 
the bursting of a shell. But notwithstanding these 
successes, various circumstances combined to prevent 
either of these Generals from pursuing the original 
project. General Amherst was prevented by a suc- 
cession of storms and tempests, from going to the at- 
tack of the Isle anx Noix, which it was necessary to 
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subdue before he could proceed with safety to Quebec, 
and other objects of insurmountable difficulty compell- 
ed General Johnson to remain where he was, and 
leave the siege of Montreal unattempted for the pre- 
sent. Thus was the enterprise, assigned to General 
Wolfe, rendered doubly difficult and hazardous, by 
the absence of those aids and reinforcements, which 
his knowledge of the original plan of the Commander 
in Chief, led him to expect. But Wolfe was not to be 
deterred from attempting the glorious task imposed 
upon him-now rendered still more glorious, by the 
failure of those who were to share its dangers and its 
honours. On his arrival at the island of Orldans, 
which forms the N. E. limit of the basin of Quebec, 
he saw at once from the situation of the town, and the 
strong position which the enemy occupied, that all his 
hopes of success must rest upon his being able to bring 

, them to battle. T h e  city of Quebec is situated at the 
confluence of the St. Lawrence and the St. Charles. 
On the side next the St. Lawrence, what is called the 
Lower town is divided from the Upper, by a steep and 
almost perpendicular bank of jutting and broken rock, 
which extends along the course of the river to a consid- 
erable distance west of the City. On the other side 
runs the St. Charles, on the left bank of which the 
Marquis de Montcalm Was encamped, with ten thou- 
sand men. Besides, the fortifications for the protection 
of the city were deemed almost impregnable. In this 
situation, General Wolfe, after several vain attempts 
to draw the Marquis from his strong position, deter- 
mined upon attacking him in his entrenchments, and 
for this purpose landed his troops near tlie falls of 
Montmorency, under cover of the guns of his ships. 
But, whatever migbt have been the iasue of the day, 



the design of the General was entirely defeated by the 
impetuosity of his grenadiers, who rushing to the at- 
tack in defiance of orders, were soon dreadfully cut to 
pieces and compelled to retire. Thus disconcerted, 
the General reluctantly gave orders to recross the ri- 
ver and return to 'the Island of Orleans, which wm 
done amidst a galling and destructive f i e  from the 
enemy. I t  is hardly possible to ccmceive a situation 
mow calculated to depress a susceptible mind, than 

- that of the Genergl at this period. He saw the utter 
impossibility of ally cooperation on the part of General 
Amherst, and knew that whatever migl;t be his dia-  
culties, reproach ancl censure would follow his want 
of success. His letters to Eugland at this critical wo- 
ment, while they exhibited in gloomy col& the dm- 
pondency of his mind, displayed at the same time the 
determined purpose of a soul bent upon noble daring. 
T o  his intimate friends he breathed out the distress of 
his feelings more openly, and repeatedly declared that 
he woiild not q ~ ~ i ~ i v e  clefent. 

Fintlinq from t l i ~  diqaqtrous iss11e of hi9 attempt r~pon 
t l ~  s ic l~  of J ~ X C ! C  m119t 
be c11:1nqrtI ~ 1 . i  ty t llat 
iniqlif nlmo rni11~t1 to 

,r C I P ~ C P I I ~ P ~ I .  011 t I IP  ~ I I ~ P  1. 
I pci--.c~\inn 01' t l t l .  Irriql C, 

,,,,. , ~ ~ l c - , '  ~'~~~ 1 1 v i ~ : 1 1 ~ ~  nf  !I)~:I~I:IIII. I\ t i t i s  
y r. 
$ 1 ;  P 
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h ~ o k  was yet to be ascended, which h d  beea hitherto 
cltemerl inaccessible. But nothing is impracticable te 
determined spirits. With fatigue and labouralmost in- 
cr~dihle, the troops at Ienpth gained the summit, and 

nmedirtely formed in order of battle. When 
irquir, of Montcalm was told that the English 
vere in possession of tlie lieighta of Abraham, 
~niql~mrnt exceeded dl power of utterance; but 
are and .gallant officer was not long in deter- 

,,I1lImI, to seek an engagement. He  saw that the fate 
of tllr city rlependecl upon the issue of an immediate 
battle, nnd lenving his strong l~olcl of Montmoreney, 
L -sed the Mt Charles, and aclvanced to the lineu 

Qnglish army with the most intrepid valour. A 
ite contest ensued, in which both armiee fought 

as if cleterminecl to yield only ~vitll their livee. Early 
in t$e action General Wolfe receivecl a mueket baH 
thronp;h his wrist, but binding it up with hie haudker* 
chid. he continued to be seen every where, animating 
his mpn to cleeds of glory. At the next moment r 
cannon hall passed under his horse's legs, and he was 

;round-eevernl of the soldim flew to 
(6 away, to yonr posts" said he, re- 

l l r r r  nr-lstance, anrl remounting, with the rapid? 
' ify of Aclvancing soon afterwards at  the 

i 
h ~ n r l  ( 1 1  cve grenadiers, another ball, winged 
\I i t 1 1  m.,.> . ,Lc,Jln pierced liis breast, and he 

I rnlwll~il r. from the closimg rsnlrs. Ln 
r ~ l i n n .  f (lying, with liis head cup+ 

1 

I " b i k  IITIIC.~-I-S. he continued to be more con- 
' - - ~ r c .  of t11r hattle than for hio own fate, - 
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their Commander-the whole army- continued to fed 
the vigorous impulse which had been given by his pre- 
sence and conduct. . The  Marquis de Montcalm at 
length receiving a mortal wound, the French army 
began to give way in every direction, an4 the cry of 
66the-y fly-they fly2'-reached the ears of the expir- 
ing Wolfe-ggzclho fly"? said he, grasping his sword 
with the momentary strength of doubtful emotion- 
'( The French" ! eagerly replied those around him, 
while almost at the same moment, the standard of the 
enemy was laid at his f e e t " T h e n  I die con- 
tent,', said thin B?itish Epaminondas, and einking 
11pon the trophy of his army's victory dosed his eyes 
for ever. 

The city of Quebec soon after capitulated, and'the 
French army retired to Montreal. This a d  the Isle 
aux Noix were now the only holds of the French in 
Canada. The Chevalier de Levis who succeeded 
M. de Montcalm in the command of the French 
forms, aware of the necessity of attempting to regain 
the capital before the Uritiih army should have time 
to receive reinforcements or supplies, collected his 
scattered troops from every .part of Canda, and in 
the month of April 1760, cornmencad his march for 
Quebec. General Murray, who had been appointed 
Governour of Quebec, had in the mean time taken an 
advantageous position in the vicinity of the city, where 
he awaited the approach of the Chevalier. The En- 
glish army, reduced as it had been by the bloody con- 
flict on the heights of Abraham, was unable to with- 
stand the superiour numbers of the French, and 900p 

retired within the walls of the city; which must again 
inevitably have fallen into the hands of its former mas- 
ten, but for the timely appearance of the English fleet 
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in the Gulph'of St. Lawrence. Intelligence of this 
circumstance induced the Frt?nch Commancler precip- 
itately to raise the siege, and retrace his steps to Mon- 
treal; leaving all his artillery and stores on the field 
of battle. 

T h e  Marquis de Vaudreuil, Governour-General of 
Canada, now found that his last remaining hope was 
in the defence of Montreal, which he had taken every 
pains to strengthen, by the erection of new fortifica- 
tions, and the collection of immense supplies. T h e  
city of ,Montreal is situated on the south side of the 
island of the same name, formed by the union of Grand 
river and the lake St. Lewis with the St. Lawrence. 
Its position by nature is such that it may be easily de- 
fended against any attack, and as easily cut off from 
all supplies by an invading,army. I t  is covered in 
front by two small inlands, ahd in the rear by a lofty 
mountain which overlooks every part of the island : 
upon neither of these spots, however, was any forti- 
fication erected. General Amherst, whose plans in 
every instance seem to have been dictated by the very 
spirit of military genius, ordered Colonel Haviland 
with a strong force to reduce the Isle aux Noix, and 
thence to proceed to Longueil on the south bank of the 
St. Lawrence: Geueral Murray was directed at the 
same time to move up with his forces from Quebec, while 
General Amherst himself, embarked the main body of 
his army on Lake Ontario, ant1 proceeding down the 
St. Lawrence came to their cooperation and assistance. 
T h e  island of Montreal was thus col~lpletely invested, 
and the Marquis de Vaudreuil, cut off from all hope 
of assistance, deemed it prudent to offer such terms of 
capitulation as were readily accepted by the English 
Commander. Thus ended the campaigns of 4760 ih 



Americd; and thua was the project of GFeneral Am- 
herst, which bad at flrst been looked upon ae roman- 
tick and viahary, Bgally achieved. 



Brsigndion of XT. P i W p p o i n t w n t  of Lord BtltbPenm of 
P o ~ J o i n b M r .  &en& made Prim J I i n i b H i s  pro- 
position to i?az the CdoniPs-Rutolutwns imposing Stamp Du- 
ties-and the cmzscquenceo thmeoJ 

THE successes which attended the Ena;lih arms in 
America, more than any thing eIse, contributed to the 
restoration of peace in Europe. George the LIIrd. had 
succeeded to the throne of Great Britain soon after the 
capture of Quebec, and Mr. Pitt, fiuding his influence 
with the new King not sufficiently great to allow him 
to guide the measures for which the nature of his situ- 
ation in the Cabinet made him responsible, resigned 
the Seals in October 1764. T h e  Earl of Bute, who 
had been raised only two days after the old King's 
death to the Privy Council, was in the following year 
made Prime Minister. His &st object was the resto- 
ration of peace, and contrary to the wishes of the na- 
tion, who seemed desirous of puahing their conquests 
dill  further, a negotiation for that purpose was open- 
ed at Fontainbleau, and the preliminaries 'signed in 
November 1762. When the King made this known 
to the Parliament, at the opening of their session on. 
the R5th of the same month, the clamour against the 
Minister was loud and strong-Mr. Pitt declared the 
Cenour of the treaty to be derogatory to the honour 
and interests of the nation. 66 He was determined (he 
said) alllictecl as he was with illness, at the hazard of 
his life, 60 attend the House that day-to raise up his 
~eice,  his hand, and his arm against the ~relirninary 
articles of a treaty, which obscured all the glories of 



the war, surrendered the dearest interests of the na- 
.tion, and sacrificed the public faith by an abandon- 
ment of our allies." But the Minister prevailed and 
the treaty was soon after formally ratified. By this 
treaty, Great Britain g ~ i n e d  both provinces of Canada, 
the whole of Louisiana east of the Mississippi, the 
islanil of Cape Breton, and all the islands in the Gulph 
and river of Bt. Lawrence, and thus became mistress 
of nearly the whole Continent of North America-In 
Europe the advantages of the treaty were equally 
great, so that it is difficult to conceive the grounds of 
Mr. Pitt's objcctious to a peace which brought with 
it soch extensive ailclitions to tile Britisli Empiro. 
Scarcely were the ratifications of this treaty exchang- 
ed when the Earl of Bote, to the astonisl~ment of the 
whole nation, resigned his ldace of Premier, w1:ich 
was immediately given to Mr. George Grenville, bl-o- 
ther to Earl Temple; nnd of course connected with the 
family of Mr. Yitt. I t  was now generally supposed 
that Mr. Pitt would be brought again into the Cabi- 
net; but after several overtures made to him by the 
H i ~ i g  himse,lf, that honest statesman and patriot de- 
clared that he could not consent to tnke part in an 
Arlministiation which excluded all the great Whig 
families of the nation. 

Great Britain having now subdued all her enemies, 
an(\ extencleil her Empire beyond her most ambitious 
hopes, began to feel the pride of ,her strength. But a 
debt had been contracted, which weighed heavily 
upon the people, and which called loudly upon the 
Millister for the exertion of all his financial ingenuity. 
Ancl liere begins tlie story of American wrongs. Hi- 
therto when money was wanted from the Cdonies, the 
Yurlinment of Ensland had been content to ask fer it 
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by a formal requisitionupon the Colonial Legislatures, 
and they had supplied it with a willing hand. But 
now it was thought that a shorter method of obtaining 
it might be resorted to with better effect; and Mr. 
George Orenville, in 4764, had the hardihood to pro- 
pose a measure which Sir Robert Walpole had some 
years before dec1ared"too hazardous for him to venture 
upon."-This measure of 1Mr. Grenville had for its 
avowed object to raise a revenue in America, the en- 
t i re produce of zchicl~ was to go into the Exchequer 
of ~ r e a t ' ~ r i t o i n .  W e  have before seen the effect 
which was produced in America, and the consequen- 
ces which were predicted by Dr. Franklin, at the pro- 
position to tax the Colonies, even when the produce 
was to be applied to their own defence and protection. 
I t  may be easily conceived then that the preblent pro- 
jed of the Minister excited the strongest feelings of 
alarm and inquietude among the Americans. 

At an early period in the present year, the Minis- 
ter had proposed several Resolutions, as a sort of pre- 
lude to his g a u d  scheme, laying additional duties 
upon imports into the Colonies from foreign Coun- 
tries. These Resolutions were passed by Parliament 
without much debate or notice, and though they awsk- 
ened some fears among the reflecting politicians of 
b e r i c h ,  they were quietly acquiesced in, u a c&- 
mercial regulation, which it was acknowleclged, Great 
Britain had a right to control. About the same time 
o pamphlet appeared, avowedly from the pen of Gov- 
ernour Bernard of Massachusetts, in which the right 
of Oreat Britain to tax the Colonies was strongly 
mahhhed. I t  was evident from the sentiments con- 
tained in this pamphlet, that Governour Bernard had 
b a  employed as the mom tool of the Minister, and 
P 



that naystem of oppnmion wm in prepdon ,  whit3 
portended a mpeedy and fatal blow to the liberties of 
the Colonies. I t  was contended, in this exhrordimq 
pmlaction, that the universnl po l i t i d  rule of contin- 
ing taxation to representation, could only apply to the 
inha1litaut.a of Glwnt B"tnin, and not to the people of 
theee Coloniee-that the C h d m  themselves could 
only be collidered aa mere tc11)purg inskuments, 
euited to the shte of ilSfant Co10nies, but nnconstita- 
tional, and hostile to the very nature of the &ghh 
government, as applied to them in their p m n t  in- 
creksed athtc of imporbace--that if the Chkters could 
be pleaded against the authority of the Parliament, 
they amounted in fact to an alienation of the King's tb- 
mit~iouri, and a dismemberment of tbe Empire. The 
w d e r  went on to propose, that dl b-le Charten ahodd 
be Rbdided, md that there Phonld be am e a h  new 
division of the Calonies-thrt them should be a aoMQ 
fir life in each new division, d one Oeatnl Govern- 
ment for the whole under the a m b 1  oC the K&. 

These md many dber pmpositions equally hostile 
tn t k  1ihe.rtie.s and welfare of tbe Colonits, clearly 
pointed out the Brnd of the Miaistu. Indeed hk 
agency in the basiness was smecely kfl te i n h c u s  
done--Eilnkxuies wert t m t  f r a P h # m d  to a e v d  
ef the Cdonies, to sound the maa .C idmema ea tbe 
grert &ages p q o d .  Tbrt, in tbe new d d b g  
of the. C,hrCe.rs, it was ppd ie form --. 
r&b and Xtw-H~~pshireiateopcPnwincqwasca- 
hmd b~ Cmremr Wcrtnath h s c r l f ;  and rs r 
death bhw at once to tbat liberty of c m s c i m  tbe ~~ of which Lad bsea the tirst oh* of esrfir- 
tbem in weking the WW world. i t  WRS polbeesea g 
.balishaIlOdaairlactaut6c4~Nmintrwaftba 



-1 dependent on voluntary contribution, and to 
d e  at1 oflices of trust, power, or emolument to those 
who professed the faith of the Church of England. The 
Governour of New Hampshire was especially in- 
atructed to suffer no 8choo~muater to exercise his pro- 
fession, without a license from t l e  Xishop. 

Among the resolutions reported by Mr. Grenville 
on the 40th of March 4704.5 was one imposing certain 
Stamp duties in the Colonies, the nature of which it 
is hardly necessary to define at the present day. The 
Minister himself was so well aware of the great im- 
portrtoce of this Resolution, that he declared to the 
House his desire that it should not be acted upon until 
the next seesion of Parliament. This gave to the Colo- 
nial agents in London an opportunity of sending a copy 
of the Resolution to their respective Colonies, and of 
giving them notice of the law proposed to be founded 
upon it. When it was receivedin the House of Burgess- 
es of Virginia, a committee was immediately appointed 
to prepare an address to the King, and to the two Hous- 
es of Parliament, expressins their sense of the conse- 
quence of such a measure to the Colonies. Their ad- 
dress to the King was in the following terms. 

66 T o  the King's most excellent Majesty.'' 
'6 Most gracious Sovereign, 

a w e ,  your Majesty's dutiful and loyal sub- 
jects, the Council and Burgesses of your ancient Co- 
lony and dominion of b'i'rginia, now met in General 
Assembly, beg leave to assure gonr Majesty of our 
firm and inviolable attachment to your sacred person 
nut1 government ; alid as your faitllful subjects, here, 
h a v e  at all times been zealous to demonskate this truth, 
hy a ready complinnce di th the royal requisitions clur- 
in= tlie lake war, by which a beavp and oppremiiva 

YOL. I. 8 
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debt of near half a million hath been incurred, so at 
this time they implore permission to approach the 
throne with humble conficlence, and to entreat that 
your Majesty will be graciously pleased. to protect 
your people of this Colony in the enjoyment of their 
ancient and inestimable right of being governed by 
such laws, respecting their internal polity and taxa- 
tion, as are derived from their own consent, with tlie 
approbation of their Sovereign or his substitute : a 
right wl~ich, as men, and descendants of Britons, they 
have ever quictly possessed, since first, by royal 
permission and encouragement, they left the Mother 
Kingdon1 to extend its commerce and dominion. 

66 Your Majesty's dutiful subjects of Virginia, most 
humbly and unanimously hope, that this invaluable 
birthright, descended to them from their ancestors, and 
in which they have been protected by your royal pre- 
decessors, mill not be sufferecl to receive an injury, un- 
der the reign of your sacred Mnjesty, already so il- 
1ustrious;y clistinguisliecl by your gracio~is attention 
to the liberties of the people. 

'6 That  your Majesty may long live to make nations 
happy, is the ardent prayer of your fnitl~ful subjects, 
tlie C'ouncil and Rurgesses of Virginia." 

The  Memorial to the House of Lorcls was as fol- 
lows. 

6' T o  the right honourable the Lords Spiritual 
and Temporal, in Parliament assembled : T h e  Me- 
morial of the Coiincil and Burgesses of Virginia, now 
met in General Ass~~mbly humbly represents 
" 'l'hat your memorialists hope an application to 

your lordships, the fixed and hereditary guardians of 
British liberty, will not be thought improper at this 

, time, when measures are proposed, subversive as they 
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conceive, of that freedom, which all men, especially 
those who derive their Constitution from Briton, have 
a right to enjoy ; and they flatter themselves that your 
lordships will not look upon them as objects so un- 
worthy your attention, as to regard any impropriety 
in the form or manner of their application, for your 
lordships' protection, of their just and undoubted 
rights as M o n s .  

' 4  I t  cannot be presumption in your memorialists to 
call themselves by this distinguished name, since they 
are descended from Britons, who left their native 
country to extend its territory and dominion, and who, 
happily for BTitain, and as your memorialists once 
thought, for themselves too, effected this purpose. As 
our ancestors brought with them every right and pri- 
vilege they could with justice claim in their mother 
Kingdom, their descendants may conclude, they can- 
not be deprived of those rights without injustice. 

"Your memorialists conceive it to be a fundamental 
principle of the British constitution, without whicli 
freedom can uo where exist, that the people are not 
subject to any taxes but such as are laid on them by 
their own consent, or by those who are legally ap- 
pointed to represent them : property must bocome 
too precarious for the genius of a free people, which 
can he taken from them at the will of others, who can- 
not know what taxes such people can bear, or the 
easieet mode of raisillg them ; and who are not under 
that restraint, which is the greatest security against a 
burthensome taxation, when the representatives them- 
selves must be affected by every tax imposed on the 
people. 

6' Your memorialists are therefore led into an hum- 
ble coddence, that your lordships will not think any 
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reaeon sufficient to support euch a power in the Bri- 
tish Parliament, where the Uolonies cannot be repre- 
sented : a power newF before constitution&lly assum- 
ed, and which if they have a tight to exercise on aaj 
occasion, must necessarily establish this melancholy 
truth that the inhabitants of the Colonies are the s l a m  
of B r i h  from whom they are descended ; and fmh 
whom they might expect every indulgence that the 
obligations of interest and affection can entitle them to. 

66 Your memorialists have been invested with the 
right of taxing their own people from the first estab- 
lishment of a regular governmefit in the Colony, and 
requisitions have been constantly made to them by 
their sovereigns, on all occasions wlrcn the assistance 
of the Colony was thought necessary to preserve the 
British interest in dmen'ca; from whence they must 
canclude, they cannot now be deprived of a right they 
have so long enjoyed, and which they have never for- 
feited. 

66 The expenses incurred during the last war, in com- 
pliance with the demands on this Colony by ow late 
and present most gracious Sovereigns, have involved 
us in a debt of near half a million, a debt not likely to 
decrease under the continued expense we are at, ill 
providing for the security of the people against tlie in- 
cursions of our savage neighbours ; a6 a time when the 
low state of our staple commodity, the total want of 
specie, and the late restrictions upon the trade of the 
Coloniee, render the circumstmceu of the people ex- 
tremely distressful; and which if taxes are accumu- 
lated upon them, by the Britieh Parliament, will make 
them truly deplorable. I 

" Your memorinlists cannot euggest to themselves 
pny reason why they should not still be trnsted wit11 
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the property of their people, with whose abilities, and 
the least burthensome mode of taxing (with great def- 
erence to the superiour wisdom of Parliament) they 
must be best acquainted. 

6' Your memorialists hope they shall not be suspect- 
ad of being actuated on this occasion, by any princi- 
ples but those of the purest loyalty and affection, as 
they always endeavoured by their conduct to demon- 
strate, that they consider their connexion with Great 
Britain, the seat of liberty, as their greatest happi- 
ness. 

"The duty they owe to themselves, and their pos- 
terity, lays your memorialists under the necessity of 
endeavouring to estnblish their Constitution, upon its 
proper foundnrion ; and they (lo most humbly pray 
your lordships to take this subject into your consider- 
ation, with the attention that is due to the well be- 
ing of the Colonies, on which the prosperity of G~neai? 
Britain does, in a great measure, depeud." 

And the remonstrance to the House of Commons 
was this! 
" T o  the honoiirable the Knights, Citizens, and Bur- 

gesses of Great Britain in Parliament assembled : 
' 6  T h e  remonstralice of the Council and Bursesses 

bf Virginia. 
'6 It appearing, by the printed votes of the House 

of Commons of Great Britain in Parliament assem- 
bled, that in a Committee of the whole House, the 17th 
day of .March last, it was resolved, that towards de- 
fending, protecting, and securing the British Colonieo 
and Plantations in America, it may he proper to charge 
certain Stamp duties in the said Colo~lies and planta- 
tions ; ancl it being apprehended that the same sub- 
ject, wllicli was then declined, may be resumed and 



6% AMERICAW REVOLUTION. 

further pursued in a succeeding session, the Council 
and Burgesses of Virginia, met in General Assembly, 
judge it their indispensable duty, in a respectful man- 
ner, but with decent firmness, 'to remonstrate against 
such a measure, that at least a cession of those rights, 
which in their opinion must be infringed by that pro- 
cedure, may not be inferred from their silence, at so 
important a crisis. 

6' They conceive it is essential to British liberty, 
that laws, imposing taxes on the people, ought not to 
be macle without the consent of reprwentatives chosen 
by tliemselves; who at the same time that they are ac- 
quainted with the circumstances of their constituents, 
sustain a portion of the burthen laid on them. The 
privileges inherent in the persons who discolered and 
settled these regions, could not he renounced or for- 
feited by their removal hither, not as vagabonds or 
fugitives, but licensed and encouraged by their Prince, 
aucl animated with a laudable desire of enlarging the 
British dominion, and extencling its commerce : on tha 
contrary, it was secured to them ant1 their descend- 
ants, with all other riplits and immunities of British 
suh,ierts, by n Royal Charter, which hnth been inva- 
riably recognized and confirmed by his Majesty and 
liis predecessours, in their commissions to the several 
Governours, grantins a power, and prescribiug a form 
of legislation; according to which, lnws for thc ad- 
ministration of justice, ancl for the welfare ancl good gov-, 
crnment of the Colony, have been hitherto enacted by 
the Governour, Council, and General Assembly, and 
to them, re.qnisitions and applications for supplies 
have been clirectecl by the Crown. As an instance of 
the opinion which former Sovereigns entertained of 
these rights and privileses, we beg leave to refer ta 
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t h e  acts of the General Assembly, passed in the 3M 
year of the reign of K i ~ g  Charles LL. one of which is 
entitled ' d n  act for raising a publick revenue for 
the better support of the gooeminent of his JP1ajesty's 
Cuhny of Virginia,' imposing eeveral duties for that 
purpose, which being thought absolutely necessary, 
were prepared in England, and sent over by their 
then Governour, the Lord Culpeper, to be passed by 
the General Assembly, with a full power to give the 
royal assent thereto ; and which were accordingly 
passed, after several amendments were made to them 
here : thus teltder was his Majesty of the rights of his 
Jlme7.iCa~ subjects; and the remonstrants do not dis- 
cern by what distinction they can be deprived of that 
sacred birthright and most valuable inheritance by their 
fellow subjects, nor with what propriety they can be 
taxed or &ected in their estates, by the Parliament, 
wherein they are not, and indeed cannot, constitution- 
ally be represented. 

&'And if it were proposed for the Parliameut to im- 
pose taxes on the Colonies at all, which the remon- 
strants take leave to think would be inconsistent with 
the fundamental principles of the Constitution, the ex- 
6 of that power, at this time, would be ruinous to 
Vivgirzitz, who exerted herself in the late war, it i~ 
Eerved beyond her strength, insomuch that to redeem 
the money granted for that exkeuce, her people 
taxed for several years to come : this, with the larger 
expaem inqured for defending the frontiers %ainst 
ihe restless Indiana, who have infested her as much - 
since the peace as before, is SO grievous, tlmt an in- 
meaee of the b u d e n  would be intokmb1e : especial- 
ly as tbe people are very greatly digtressed already 
frPm the rcercity of circulating cash -met them, 
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md from the little value of their Staple at the Pdiah 
markets. 

66 And it is presumed, that adding to that load which 
the Colony now labows under, will not be more op- 
pressive to her people, than destructive of the inter- 
est of Great Britain : for the Plantation trade, con- 
fined as it is to the Mother Country, hath been a prin- 
cipal means of mnultiplying and enriching her inhabi- 
tants; and, if not too nlucll discouraged, may prove 
an inexhauetible source of treasure to the nation. For 
satisfaction in this point, let the present state of the4 
BriCish fleets and trade be compared with what they 
were before the settlement of the Colonies; and let it 
be considered, that whilst property in land may be 
acquired on very easy terms, in the vast uncultivated 
territory of Zorth Jlmerica, the Colonists will be most- 
ly, if not wholly, employed in agriculture, whereby 
the exportation of their commoclities to Britain, 
and the consump tion of manufactures supplied from 
thence, will be daily increasing. But this most desir- 
able connexion between &eat B&ain and her'co- 
lonies, supported by such a happy intercourse of re- 
ciprocal benefits as is continually advancing the pros- 
perity of both, must be interrupted, if the people of 
the latter, reduced to extreme poverty, should be com- 
pelled to manufacttire those articles they have been 
hitherto furnished with, from the former. 

"From these consiclerations, it is hoped that the 
Honourable House of Oommons will not prosecute a 
me,aciure which those who may suffer under it, c m o t  
but look upon as fitter for exiles driven from their na- 
tive Country, after ignominiously forfeiting her fa- 
\?ours rad protection, than for the posterity of Ihitous, 
who have at all times been forward to demonstrate all 
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due reverence to the Mother Kingdom; and are so in- 
strumental in promoting her glory and felicity ; and 
that BritGh patriots will never consent to the exer- 
cise of any anticonstitutional power, which, even in 
this remote corner, may be dangerous in its example 
to the interiour parts of the British empire, and wiIl 
certainly be detrimental to its commerce." 

I t  was perhaps the tone of humility and suppliance 
breathed throushout these papers, that deceived the 
Ministry into a belief, that the people of the Colouies 

. had no design of carrying their opposition further than 
remonstrance. But a less obstinate man than Mr. 
Grenville might have ~een~enougli ,  in the firmness 
with which they contendetl for their constitutional ex- 
emption from taxation by the Parliament, to bave 
taught him that they could not readily be brought to 
submit : and a Minister of mere enlarged and liberal 
views would have been deterred from prosecuting a 
fayourite scheme, by contemplating the picture which 
is here exhihited of the sufferings which must neces- 
sarily follow a further pressure upon resources already 
exhnnsted-not for themselves, but for the aggran- 
dizement of the British Empire. 

The  Legislative Assembly of Massachusetts, though 
they made no address to the King or Parliament, pass- 
ed sundry resolutions strongly expressing their dis- 
approbation of the proposed measure, ancl explicitly 
denying the right of Parliament to impose such a tax 
upon the Colonies. They also appointed a Commit- 
tee to correspond with the Legislatures of the other 
Colonies during their recess, and invite them to a free 
interchange of sentiments. 

Most of the Colonies adopted some means of mak- 
ing known their opposition to the measures of the Min- 
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istry. Some of them admitted the right of Parliament 
Co impose a tax for Colonial purpoees, but all most 
pertinaciously denied their right to raise a revenue 
from the Oolonies to be paid into the Bpitish Exche- 
quer, and placed at the disposal of the British Parlia- 
ment. They urged, in opposition to the sentiments 
of the Minister and the arguments found in the pamph- 
let of Governour Bernard, that the claim of England 
was contrary to the spirit and letter of the English 
aonstitution-that as the Colonies were not, and could 
not be, represented in the British Parliament, it was 
the very essence of tyranny to attempt to exercise an 
authority over them which must inevitably lead to gross 
abuse. They urged that they had never refused, clur- 
ing the long and expensive war in which they bore se 
large a part, to contribute to the utmost of their abili- 
ty, in many instances much more than their regular pro- 
pohon, when it was asked for by acons:itutional requi- 
sition upon their own Assemblies-that Great Britain 
already enjoyed advantages more than equivalent to 
any expense she had been at in rearing and protect- 
ing her Colonies, in the monopoly of thei: trade and 
the entire control of their commerce. 

Some of the Colonies went so far as to offer a spe- 
ciflck sum in lieu of the proposed tax, provided it might 
be received as a vole~ntay donation, and not as a re- 
venue which the Parliament had a right to demand. 

I n  answer to the ridiculous argument which had 
been used by aome of the Minister's friends, that the 
Americans were already represented, and that they 
were included in the general system of representation, 
in the same manner as a large proportion of the inhab- 
itants of the British islands, who had no votes in the 
election of members of Parliament ; it was justly con- 
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tanded, that 6' the very essence d r e p m d a h u  em- 
aists in this--that the representative is himself plrc- 
ed in a sitnation amlogoas to those ahopl Be repre- 
sents, so thet he shall be himself boand by the k a r  
ahicb he is entrasted to enad, a d  liable to trhe tcrter 
wlLich he is a* to inpiue. This is precisely 
the ase, said tbey, with regard to tbe reprec 
reatrtioa of BritrJe Tboae abo do, .nd tbose who 
do not elect, tegetheraith the e k d d  body tbPrarlvce, 
ue, in mqc!d to thif3 grand and indb+k r q l -  
site, upon a pcdd equality--thai tbc laws made md 
thetaxcsimpoecdextc~ddike bdL Bcdintbcerer 
ofAmericuhshm, tBeee rockrepwmfdiuo.~ 
b I l y  relieve tbewlree in th ruy arre propertioll 
tbs t~~barBenthosewbor thcy fr l ee )y~r id ia -  
Imely prehkdtd to nprerert" 

B r r t l i l t h b p o w v f o l ~ e n t B c p u t d t b e  
C ~ p r o d m r d . o t M i n t b B r i t i h P u l i u s e a t  
They =add nd crea sof f i  the rtrorGls or ~tbop- 
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laying a stamp duty in America was brought into the 
House of Commons. 

T h e  influence of the Minister was so great, that ve- 
ry few dared to oppose him, or to say any thing against 
the passage of the Bill. General Conway was the on- . 
ly man who contended against the right of Parliament 
to enact such a law. Mr. Charlee Townsend ended 
a long speech on the side of the Minister, in the fol- 
lowing words : 6' And now will these Americans, chil- 
dren planted by our care, nourished up by our indd-  
gence, till they are grown to a degree of strength and 
opulence, and protected by our arms, will they grudge 
to contribute their mite to relieve us from the heavy 
weight of that burden which we lie under ?"-Colonel 
Barrt, one of the most respectable members of the 
House of Commons, with strong feelings of indigna- 
tion visible in his countenance and manner, thus elo- 
qnently replied-" They planted by your care !-No, 
your oppression planted them in America. They fled 
from tyranny to a then uncultivated and inhospitable 
country, where they exposed themselves to almost all 
the hardships to which human nature is liable ; and 
among others to the cruelty of a savage foe the most 
subtle, and I will take upon me to say, the most for- 
midable of any people upon the face of the earth ; and 
get, actuated by principles of true English liberty, 
they met all hardships with pleasure compared with 
those they suffered in their own country, from the 
hands of those that should have been their f r i e n d s  
17tey noum'shed up by your indztlgence !-They grew 
up by your neglect of them. As soon as you began to 
care about them, that care was exercised in sending 
persons to rule them in one department and in anoth- 
er, who were, perhaps, the deputies of deputies to 
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some members of this House, sent to spy out their lib- 
erties, to misrepresent their actions, and to prey up- 
on them.-Men whose behaviour on many occasions, 
has caused the blood of these sons of liberty to recoil 
within them.-Men who promoted to the highest seats 
of justice, some, who to my knowledge were glad, by 
going to a fore ip  country, to escape being brought to 
the bar of a court of justice in their own.-They pro- 
tected by your arms !-They have nobly taken up arms 
i n  your defence, have exerted a valonr, amidst their 
constant and laborious industry, for the defence of a 
country whose frontier was drenched in blood, while 
its interiour parts yielded all its little savings to your 
ebolument. And believe me, remember I this day 
told you so, that same spirit of freedom which actuat- 
ed that people at first will accompanythem still : but 
prudence forbids me to explain myself further. God 
knows, I do not at this time speak from any motives 
of party heat ; what I deliver are the genuine senti- 
ments of my heart. However superiour to me in gene- 
ral kriowledge and experience the respectable body of 
this House may be, yet I claim to know more of Ame- 
rica than most of you, having seen and been convers- 
ant in that country. T h e  people, I believe, are as tru- 
ly loyal as any subjects the King has, but a people jea- 
lous of their liberties, and who will vindicate them, if 
ever they should be violated: but the subject is too 
delicate-I will say no more." 

Amazement and hesitation seemed to pervade the 
House for a time; but the impression made by the half 
smothered prophecy of Colonel Barre was too tran- 
sient to produce any good effect. T h e  Bill was pass- 
ed by the Commons, and met with no opposition at all 
in the House of Lords. On thc 22d of the snme month, 
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it received the royal assent, and became a monument 
of Ministerial folly. Soon after the passage of the 
Act, Doctor Frauklin, in a letter to Mr. Charleo 
Thompson, afterwards Secretary to Congress, hae 
these words: ( (The sun of liberty is set, you must 
light up the candles of industry and economy ;" and to 
Mr. Ingersoll on his departure from London he said- 
(6 (;to home and tell your people to get children u s  fad 
m they cam." Neither the Doctor, nor any of the 
Agents, as it appeared, entertained any apprehensions 
of open resistance in the Colonies to the execution of 
the law: for when the Minister, as an especial act of 
favour, proposed that they should themselves name the 
oflcers to be appointed under the new law, they did 
not hesitate to mention those among their friends, 
whose appointment, they supposed, would be least of- 
fensive to their respective Colonies. But far differ- 
ent were the feelings on this side of the Atlantic, as 
will presently be seen. 

The  Act itself was not intended to go into opera- 
tion until the month of November 1788, so that the Co; 
lonies would have time to express their opinions of it, 
without being at once compelled to oppose it b y  any 
open act of rebcllion. When the intelligence of its fi- 
nal passage reached the (3010nies, the fury of the peo- 
ple exceeded all bounds. I n  Boston, more particular- 
ly, they proceeded to every aot of violence that could 
nhow their abhorrence, as well of the law itself as of 
those who were instrumental in procuring its ellact 
ment. The  ships in their harbour hung their colours 
half-mast, and tlie bells throughout the town were muf- 
fled and tolled. The  masters of the vessels that brought 
the Stampe were treated with every mark of indigni- 
ty, and compelled to deliver the Stamps to the popn- 
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lace who made a bonfire of them and Q# the law. Ef- 
figies of the Minister and some of his most active 
friends were made and publickly burned. The Justices 
of the Peace refused to interpose their authority-the 
Stamp Ofecers declared they would never distribute 
a single Stamp-and what was of the most alarming 
importance to Great Britain, the merchants entered in- 
to a solemn engagement to import no more go& un- 
til the act was repealed. 

A dierent  course was pursued in Virginia-this 
expression of pnblick feeling was not left to the popn- 
dace ; the Legislature itself at once determined to give 
it the high sanction of their interference'; and to thie 
end the following resolutions were introduced by Mr. 
Patrick Henry--one of the most illustrious members 
of a House, at that time conspicuous for tbe genius, 
learning, refinement, and patriotism of those who core- 
posed it, W e  are indebted to the eloquent biogra- 
pher of Mr. Henry, the present Attorney General of 
the United States, for the copy of these resolutions as 
we shall lay them before our readers ; and the facts 
connected with them are too well worthy of historical 
record to be omitted. 

"After his death (says Mr. Wirt) there was found 
among his papers one sealed and thus endorsed : 6' In- 
closed are the resolutions of the Virginia Assembly in 
1765, concerning the Stamp Act. Let my executors 
open this paper." Within was found the following co- 
py of the resolntions, in Mr. Henry's hand-writing. 

"Resolved, That the first adveuturers and settlers 
of th i~ ,  his Majesty7s Colony and dominion, brought 
with them, and transmitted to their posterity, and all 
other his Majesty's subjects, since inhabiting in this, 
his Majesty's said Qolony all the privileges, franchi- 
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ses, and immunities, that have been at any time held, 
enjoyed, and possessed, by the people of Great Bri- 
tain. 
" Resolved, that by two royal charters, granted by 

King James the First, the Colonists, aforesaid, are de- 
clared entitled to all the privileges, liberties, and im- 
munities, of denizens and natural born snbjects, to all 
intents and porposes, ae if they had been abiding and 
born within the realm of England. 

6' Resolved, That the taxation of the people by them- 
~elves, or by persons chosen by themselves to repre- 
sent them, who can only know what taxes the people 
are able to bear, and the easiest mode of raising them, 
and are equally affected by such taxes themselves, is 
the distinguishing characteristic of Britisli fi-eedom, 
and without which the ancient constitution cannot sub- 
sist. 

66 Resolved, That his Majesty's liege peopleof this 
most ancient Colony, have uninterruptedly enjoyed the 
right of being thus governed by their own Assembly 
in the article of their taxes and internal police, and the 
same hath never been forfeited, or any other way giv- 
en up, but llath been constantly recognized by the 
King and people of Great Britain. 

6' Resolved, therefore, That the General Assembly 
of tllis Colony have the sole right and power to lay 
taxes and impositions upon the inhabitants of tliis Go- 
lony ; and that every attempt to vest such power in 
any person or persons whatsoever, other than the Ge- 
neral Assembly aforesaid, has a manifest tendency to 
clestroy British as well as American freedom." 

6' On the back of the paper containing these resolu- 
tions, is the following endorsement, which is also,in 
the hand-writing of Mr. Heary himself. 66 The with- 



bb01dtions'p.ssecl the house of Burgessee in May, 
2766. They formed the first opposition to the Stamp 
Act, and the scheme of taxing America by the British 
Parliament. All the Colonies, either through fear, or 
want of opportunity to form an opposition, or from in- 
fluenceef some kind or other had remained silent. I 
had been for the first h e  elected a B u r p ,  a few 
days before, was young, inexperienced, unacqnaint- 
ed wi& the f~ s of the house, and the members that 
t m m m  it. 7 udi11g the men of weight averse to op- 
position, and the commencement of the tax at hand, 
a d  that no person was likely to step forth, I deter- 
mined to venkue, and alone, unadvised, and unaesist- 
ed, on a blank leaf of an old law-book wrote the with- 
in. Upon offering them to the house, violent debates 
ensued. Many threata were uttered, and much abuse 
cast on me, by the party for submission. After a long 
and warm contest, the resolutions passed by a very 
amall majority, perhaps of one or two only. The alarm 
spread throughout America with astonishing quick- 
ness, and the Ministerial party were overwhelmed. 
'fie great point of resistance to British taxation was 
universally established in the Colonies. Thie brought 
on the war, which finally separated the two countries, 
and gave independence to ours. Whether this will 
prove a blessing or a curse, will depend upon the use 
our people make of the blessings which a lgracious 
God hath bestowed on us. If they are wise, they mill 
be great and happy-If they are of a contrary char- 
*, they will be miserable.-Rishteousness alone 
can exalt them aa a nation. 

aesder ! whoever thou art, remember this, and in 
thy ephere, practise virtue thyself, and encourage it 
in ethere.-P. HENRY." 
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p q q p  reroktions, 9 Mr. H e w  b ~ 6 %  9~s 
awedb opposer! by saqne sf tbc lqavt p w # I  

qr~-of the 4q44p, aqd it wqljred all his persu* 
ge, elpfiueqce tq g;$ig fw %qp the seqctiqg of a w: F 

jpity. Tt w4e i~ his ~ p e w h  iq fqvov~ of these resa- 
Jutions t1la.i he wty intprruptp? with the Fry 4 66 kea- 
8~4,'~ from the f$ppaker pqd qeveral 9,eqbers of tb 
Bquse. 4 manyscrigt c q ~ y  of tbe Resolqtiopg wq 
i ~ r p e d i ~ t e l g  sest to Philadelghia a94 tbesce to New 
york;  in b~h4 of wlgc(l places the? pr J u p d  such 
~ l a r q  ampng the tiqid as4 loyal iffw@k, that 
ecgrcely a word w$s he@ iq the s w e h  s,hqye a w b -  
per. Q I$bqde Islanq gqd Oonnecticut, where it @q 

, been previously supposed tbpt the people wopld tame- 
- lg submit to the exactions of the law, the intelligence 

. of what had been done in Virginia, aroysed the mqst 
uioleqt feelings. Mob8 collecteJ in every part a 4  
burned the effigies of the frieuds of the Btamp Act. I n  
Boston the people were excited to still louder expres- 
gions of discpntent-the qesolutions there were o ~ e n -  
ly published ip the Newspapers-handbills were pub- 
)islicd calling upon the people to m i s t  with their livea 
the imposition of the tas. A11 these disorders were 
attributed by Governour Bernard to the inflammatoq 
~solutioris of Mr. H'enry. 

By degreeg the people of all the colonies began to 
entertain but one feeling on the snbject, which pervad- 
ad .I1 elnssn of societj.   own meeting were ever3 
where held, and the rei~resentatives of ihe people 
were every where instructed to show by some Legis- 
lative net. their detestatiuu of the usurpatioq of ~ h r l i a -  
ment. 111 tbc towa of Plymouth, in Massachuse*, 
Uic instructions given to tlirir representative dqeyvg 
to bc recorded. After ~ome ciprespit& . .  . .pf loy4tfi 



T b  h i ~  9th oi& fijlibts, (&hod ~~~W 
), ~ ' & s s e d  of the Prindplea- of 1ibkt.w in  their pu-' 

&.alii.ba i l a v q ,  Bed c d u j ~  those prifilegsn;' 
he3 had an nhildubkd right to, but were de- 

the b u t ~ ~  of violence 'and 'oppression, in 
We, Bir, their posterity, the 

er inbabit~ufs of tIiiiie town, legal- 
r that purpose; possessed of the same 

sentiments, and retaining the same arclour for liberty, 
think it our indispensable duty, on this occasion, to 
express to you these our sentiments of the Stamp Act, 
and its fatal consequences to this country, and to en- 
join upon you, as you regard not only the welfare, but 
the very being of this people, that you (consietent wit11 
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our allegiance to the King, and relation to the govern. 
ment of Great Britain) disregarding all proposals far 
that purpose, exert all :-our po\\ e r  and in.'l~ence in 
opposition to the Stamp Act, itt least till we hear the 
success of our petitions for reli~f.  We likewi~e. to 

svoid disgrscimgthe memories of our mceutorc. ns well 
as the reproaches of our own consciences, and the cnr- 
ses of posterity, recommend it to you. to ohtain i f p o ~ -  
sible, in the hononrable Honse of Repwen ta t i r~s  of 
this Yrovince,a full andexplicit assertion of our ri~llts, 
and to have the same e n t r ~ ~ t l .  011 their p~hlicli  R- 

cords, that all generations yet to come, mn?- be con- 
vinced, that we b y e  ngt only FI jnat pense of onr riqhts 
and liberties, but that we nprPr ,  ~ r i t ? ~  .~t(hinis.oion tn  11;- 
vine PI.oIridence, will be sln rep t o  u a ! ~ p n  rrer on eartlr  ." 

This was the sort of spirit whicli now animated the 
great body of the American people fmm ,llassrrrliu- 
c~etts to South Carolina. S o r  wn.; it incleeti confinecl 
to the Continent, for the people in the West India Is- 
lands sbowed a determination equally strogg to resist 
$be Stamp Act. 
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Xdtg of &? first Continental Congress at ~Veuc Itrk;-Z7tpy 
publish a manifesto, and petition the KTng and Parliament-1st. 
of .iVmembw 1765 observed throughout the t3tonie.s as a &y of 
motin'ng-Publick funeral of Liberty i n  Amo Hanipdtil.e-- 
m-importdon agremmt-thepcoplc +rfuse to use &mvs-tf- 
flck ofthe popdw fm upon the P a r l ~ e b n t e s  upon 
ite reph+#dcts of the nun-importation upon the .1Ipt'rhants of 
Londm-their petition to the fing and Pnrliainent-Repenl of 
/lie Stamp dct-unicersal joy of tht Americans in consequencp. 

ON the sixth day of June 1765, a resolution was 
moved by Mr. James Otis, in the Assembly of Mas- 
sachusetts, setting forth the expediency of calling a 
coutinental Congress, to be composed of deputies from 
the Legislatures of each respective Province, to consult 
on the present circumstances of the Colonies, and to 
consider the most proper means of averting the d 3 -  

' cultiw under which they laboured. The Governsnr 
and other friends of the AWnisterial party, finding that 
it would be vain te oppose such rr measure in the pre- 

, sent date of popular excitement, made a merit of ne- 
cessity and appeared to take the lead in it, that they 
might on the pas'bage of .the resolution, he enabled to 
form their committee out of the friends of the govern- 
ment. The  resolution passed without much oppoai- 
tion. New Pork was fixed upon as the place of meet- 
ing, early in the month of October ensuing. The com- 
mittee appointed, on the part of hlassachuketts were 
James Otis jun. Oliver Patridge, and Timothy Rug- 
gles--of whom Governour Bernard, in his letter to the 
Lords of trade, thus expresses his approbation. '' Two 
d the thrcg chosen fast friend. to government, 



prudent and discreet men, such as I am sure will 
never consent to any improper application to the p v -  
ernment of Great Britain.'' 

These gentlemen lost no time in preparing a letter 
to the Speakers of the several Colonial Assembll~s, 
enclosing the resolution, and requesting their concnr- 
rence therewith. South Carolina was the first to yield 
merit to the propused Congress. The  Governours of 
New York, Virginia, Nortll Carolina and Gl-e~rga, 
proroqeil their respective Legislatures, and thus pre- 
vented them from acceding to the proposition; but in 
the first of these Colonies the Committee, who had 
heen appointed in the preceding year as a Committee 
of general correspondcncc during the recess of the Le- 
gislature, took upon themselves the responsibility af 
attending the nieefihg, in behalf of their Colony, and 
their authotify was confirmerl by the sncceedinq As- 
sembly. 

On the second Tuesday of Octoher 176% the bay ap- 
@iirterT, twChty eight deputies, uiz : ftom Mlrsmcfiu- 
se(ts. Rhorlc Island, Connecticut, Wea Jersey, Pehn- 
sylvnnia, Dclnwnrc, Jlaryland, and South Carolina, 
ant1 the Committee as already mentioned of New York, 

. 
met at fhe City of New York and after appointing Mr. 

' 
RnSqIrc of 3~acisacl1us~tts tlieir Chairman, pmeeded 
to cl(~li1)rrnte on the subject of their grievances. I t  was 
x2t.r c am up a manifesto of their grievances, 
n11fl : ltion of  rizl~ts, in wb5ch they respectful- 
l y  I ~ t t  tlrnlly n~scrtrcl t l r c ' i t .  exedption from all taxes 

1))- thcir own l.rl?rt~s;cntntires. They alss 
0011 R nkmorial to t11e House of Lords. 

I I , P T ~ I I ~ I I I  to (hr I<inr; and Commons. These pa- 
. r ~ r . ~ l  onry hy the diembers fiam sid Colo- 

* T 1 ~  Conuecticut, New Yolik,. dnd South 
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namlina not having 11ee.11 empowerecl to do so. 
Cllairman, Mr. Rogqlrs, one of those upon \vl~ose 
l o a n l t ~  . . the Governour of _\I~ssachasetts hncl so strong- 

I Iy cnlcnlated, left the meetills nitltont siqning: and 
I 
I his rolleay~e, Mr. Otis, \\-as tipon the point of (loins 
I the same, hnt fortunately the influence of Mr. Tho- , 

! mas 1,ynch wns successfully exertecl to ,prevent I~im. 
9s h~v ing  conlplete,cl the 1 
cl its meetins on the 25 

ntirnentg Ily subsequent resolutions, ntld 
r npprol)ation of the proceetlings of tlie 

ess In tile warmest manner. In S e w  IIamp- 
)lotions and petitions of the Congress 
usly approved of: ant1 the concilwcncc 

!r IAtqislatrire \\.;IS tlins mntle known to tlleir 
i n  TAonclon : '6 W e  in this Pra~ince  l l i t ~ e  not 

o 1)oisterous ancl irregular as soma otlir?rs, not , 

I)cra\ise we are, insensible of our clist,rcssc.s, but Ije- 
cx~isc :lit the present motle most likely to 01)- 
tain rc 

The firsi (lay of November, '6 the great. the impor- 
tant day.'' ~vllen the Stamp Act urns to take erect, at 
Icn,-tll approached. In Hoston its cl:tnrn was ushered 

ng of hells as for a funeral. Blnny of 

I stores were sltut. Effigies of the nlen 
,, I r r r  - r t  1 , I r r r r  I c t l  the Act mere pnmdetl ahont the streets, 

a gallo~vs erected on Boston Neck, 
inq snspendecl for some time, they were 

I cur clo\rn nncl torn to pieces, amit1 the sltouts ancl ac- 

t~ 
.Ironsnnrls. 
~ t h ,  in  S e w  Hampshire, 3imil~r pro- 

vc-c-11 r r t y  rclon place. Pnblick notice n-a.s given to t l ~ !  
.ty to nttencl h ~ r  ftsneral-For this pur- 
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pose a coffin had been prepcued, upon which waa in- 
scribed in large letters, LIBERTY. This was attend- 
ed to the grave prepared for it, by a numerous cow. 
course of people, and minute guns were fimd during 
the wliole time of the procession. At the place of in- 
terment an oration was pronounced, in which it was 
hinted that the deceaeed might possibly wvke-the 
coffin was again taken up, the word REvIveD added 
to the former inscription, and the tdne of the bells was 
instantly changed to a merry peal. 

I n  New York and Philadelphia, the mercbanta as- 
sembled and entered into solemn c o m p t  not to im- 
port any p d s  from the Mother Country during the 
existence of the Stamp Act. 

I n  Maryland the effigy of their Stamp mmter, Mx. 
Hood, was carried about from pillory to whipping post, 
and Mr. Hoot1 llimself was compelled to seek his safety 
hy flying to New York. 

Similar transactions took place in every Colony. 
The  Stamp pnpBrs were every where burned or de- 
stroyed, so that it became necessary either to put a 
stop to all business that required them, or to carry it 
on without them, in open defiance of the law. The- 
latter was preferred. Ships were entered and cleared 
without Stamps Lawyers, Merchants, Judges, and 
Justices, all united in agreeing to tramact their af- 
fairs without Stamps. The printers continued boldly 
to print and circulate their newspapera without the re- 
quired Stamp ; and perhaps it may Be said, that to 
the interest which they felt in the supprewion of the 
Stamps, we owe many of the friends which ROW tlock- 
ed from a11 quartere to the standard of our i d i t  li- 
berty. For by their means it was, that a reguluch.ia 
of intelligence was kept up through dl the Colonies. 
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A series of essays was published in the New Pork 
papers, some of the manuscripts of which it was sup- 
posed were sent from Boston, in which it was con- 
tended that the Oolonies were nocotherwise related to 
h a t  Britain than as having the same King ; and a ' 

system of politicks was fast gaining ground, which but 
for the repeal of the Stamp Act, would have added ten 
years to the age of our independent nation. 

Associations had been formed in all the Colonies 
under the title of Son8 of Liberty, composed of some 
of the most respectable and estimable of their citizens. 
That  association in New-York held a meetiag on the 
7th November, at which it was determined that they 
would risk their lives and fortunes to prevent the Stamp 
Act. Notice of this being sent to the Sons of Liberty 
in Connecticut, an union of the two associations was 
soon after agreed upon, and a formal instrument of 
writing drawn and signed-in which, after denounc- 
ing the Stamp Act, as a flagrant outrage on the Brit- 
ish Constitution, they most solemnly pledged them- 
selves to march with their whole force whenever re- 
quired at their own proper cost and expense, to the 
relief of all who should be in danger from the Stamp 
A d  or ita abettors-to be vigilant in watching for the 
introduction of Stamped paper, to consider all who 
are caught in introdncing it as betrayers of their country, 
and to bring them if possible to condign punishment, 
whatever may be their rank-to defend the liberty of 
the Pmse in their respective Colonies from all viola- 
tions or impediments on account of the said Act-to 
save all judges, attornies, clerks and others from fines, 
penalties, or any molestation whatever, who shall pro- 
ceed in their respective duties without regard to the 
stamp Act.-And lastly, they pledged themselvm to 

VOL. I. l I 



82 AMERICAN REVOLUTION. 

use their utmost endeavours to bring about a similar 
union with all the Colonies on the Continent. 

I n  pursuance of this plan circular letters were ad- 
' dressed to the Sons of Liberty in Boston, New Hamp- 

shire, and as far as South Carolina. T h e  proposal 
was received with enthusiasm in most parts of the Go- 
lonies; and from this association sprung the @and 
scheme of a continental alliance. And this alliance 
shows in a striking manner, how dependent upon ac- 
cidental causes are sometimes the origin and establish- 
ment of Kingdoms, States, and Empires-how a sense 
of common danger will bring about an event, which 
all the skill and foresight of the Politician, with all 
his Iearned theory of checks and balances wouldbe un- 
able to accomplish. 

But these associations for the mutual defence and 
protection of those, who were determined to oppose 
the usurped authority'of the Britisb Parliament, were 
not the only associations whose consequences were 
likely to be severely felt by the British government. 
Societies were formed in all the Uolonies, including 

femdes, as well as males, of the highest rank aud 
fashion, who resolved to forego all the luxuries of life 
sooner than be indebted for them to the commerce of 
England, under the restrictions imposed upon it by 
Parliament. These Societies denied -themselves the 
use of any foreign articles of clothing-carding, spin- 
ning, and weaving, became the daily employment of 
ladies of fashion-Sheep were forbidden to be used 
as food, lest there should not be found a sufficient 
supply of wool; and to be dressed in a suit of home- 
spun was to possess the surest means of popular dis- 
tinction. And so true were these patriotick societies 
to their mutual'compact, that theBritish merchants and I 
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manufaiturers soon began to feel the necessity of unit- 
ing with the Colonies in petitioning Parliament for a re- 
peal of the obnoxious law. Artificers and manufacturers 
in England were left without employment, and thrown 
upon the charities of the publick; for even at that 
early day this class of people were, in a great mea- 
sure, dependent on the Coloninl consumption for their 
support. The warehouses of the merchants were, for the 
same reasons, filled with uns&leable goods and the 
table of the Minister was soon loaded with petitions 
and remonstrances from all the large towns in the 
Kingdom. 

I n  the mean time a serious disagreement had taken 
place between the! King and lris Ministers, some of 
whom had proved more refractory on several occasions, . 

. than his Majesty was disposed to submit to, and it wss 
resolved that they should be discarcled. But in order 
to form another Administration, 'it was necessary to 
make overtures either to Mr. Pitt or the Duke of 
Newcastle, who were at the head of the twoopposi- 
tion parties. With a view to sound Mr. Pitt and hie 
friends, the duke of Cumberland early in the year 
1765, waited upon Lord Temple and his brother-in- 
law. hp his 31.t,jestysa command, and requested to 
know ? ipo~r  what con ditions, his Lordship, Mr. Pitt, 
and thrir friends, ~rould be willing to engage in hie 
31aejr.;ty's srrvice. Mr. Pitt immediately, and with 
snmr warmth, replied that he was ready to go to St. 
J R T ~ P Q ' ~  provided he cozcld camy the Constitutim along 
w i t h  him. 

1 

I s n-as not the sort of &ply, however, which his 

1 tp looked for, and the conference ended without 
, I I  I an~ement-very much to the satisfaction of Mr. 

R r ~ n s i l l r ,  who, being q u a i n t e d  with the d w i g  
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of his Majesty to get rid of him, and trusting to the 
difficulty of his forming any other Cabinet, broke out 
into open hostility with the Court, and insisted upon 
the dismission of all the King'u friends. 

This conduct on the part of Mr. Grenville, in all 
which he was aided and supported by the Uuke of 
Bedford, determined hi Majesty to make a second 
effort of reconciliation with Mr. Pitt ; and for this 
purpose he and Lord Temple were commanded to wait 
upon the King on the 23th of June. This second el- 
fort, however, ended with no better success than the 
d r s t M r .  Pitt and his brother still insisting upon a 
total change of men and measures, and the liilig with 
equal pertinacity refusing to discharge hisfriande. 

His Majesty was now compelled, as a last resort, 
to open a negociation with the duke of Newcastle, 
through the mediation of the Duke of Cumberland, in 
which his royal highness was successful. By the ar- 
rangement now made, the old Duke of Newcastle 
chose for himself the sinecure of Lord Privy Seal- 
The Marquis of Rockingham was placed at the head 
of the Treasury, and Mr. Dowdeswell, a man of in- 
flexible integrity, was made Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer. Lord Winchester took the place of the Duke 
of 3edford as Presideht of the Coi~ncil, and the Beab 
were given to the young Duke of Grafton, and Gene- 
ral Conway, who had so nobly espoused the cause of 
the Colonies, on the motion to tax them. The other 
places remained as they were. 

The Parliament was convened on the 44th of Jannr 
ary 1760, and the speech of his Majesty to the two 
houses clearly evinced the different principles of the 
men who now formed his Cabinet, from those of hie 
fbrmer Ministers. He declared in this epeech 6' Bia 



men t 
his d 

On 

r ,I '- 

State 
liheri 
- - - I ?  
L i P T l L I '  

norm 
and I 
prP.q( 
of fni 
afrnic 
in.flllc 

since 
lution 
ill i n  
ricd i~ 
for t l ~ c  

sman a1 
'v and o 

L- -- 

r chnrac 
1 he con 

h conildence in the wisdom and zeal of Parliament, 
which would, he doubted not, guide them to such sound 
and pmdent resolutions, as might tend at once to pre- 
serve the constitzitionnl riglr ts of the Hri tish Lesirla- 
ture over the Colonies; and to restore to them that har- 
mony and tranquillity which have lately been inter- 
rupted by disord~r.9 of the most dangerotts nature. 
He said? he hacl nothing at heart but the assertion of 
1~e;al nz~thority, the preservation of the liberties qf all 
his ~7rbject.o, the equity and good order of his govern- 

, and the concord aud prosperity of all parts of 
ominions." 

I the motion for an Address to the King, the sen- 
its of the House on tlie measures of the late Ad- 
~tmtion, and particularly on the Stamp Act, were 
I boltllv and freely. Mr. Pitt, that unrivalled 

nd incorruptible patriot, that friend of 
f equal rights, was the first to otfer his 

rnenrs on the state of affairs. He  began by pro- 
cinq every measure of tlie l a t ~  lMinisters wrong, 
honestly professing his want of confitlence in the 
vnt Ministers. He acknowleclgecl them to he men 

+ers and of Whig principles, but he was 
Id discover some traces of an overruling 
[t is a long time, Mr. Speaker, (said be,) 
~ttenclecl in Parliament: when the reso- 

I was taken in this House to tax America, I was 
f I could have endured to have heen car- 
rl ,  so g e n t  \v&9 the agitation of mp mind 

rnnseqnencea, I would have solicited some ltind 
Jnicl me down on thic; floor to have horne 
nyninst it. I t  is my opinion, that this 

i 
'r- nw, , , N ~  \c, IZIC;FIT to lay a t a x  upon the Colo- 

j . *  I t l l P  same time, I assert the authority of 
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this Kingclom to be sovereign and supreme in every 
circumstance of government and legislature whatso- 
ever. Taxation is no part of the governing or legis- 
lative power ; the taxes are a voluntary gift and grant 
of tlie Commons alone. T h e  concurrence of the Peers 
and of the Crown is'neccssary only as a form of law. 
This House represents the Commons of Great Britain. 
When in this House we give and grant, therefore, we 
give and grant what is our own,, Imt can me give  and 
grant  the property of the' Com?nons of Bmerica? It 
is an abswrdity in terms. There is an idea in some, 
that the Colonies are vi~.tually represented in this 
House. I would fain know by whom? The  idea of 
virtttd representation is the most contemptible that 
ever entered into tlie head of man : it does not de- 
serve a serious refutation. The  Commons in Ame- 
rica, represented in their several Assemblies, have 
invariably exercised this constitutional right of giving 
and granting their own money; they would have been 
slaves if they had not enjoyed it. At the same time 
this Kingdom has ever professed the power of legis- 
lative and commercial control. Tlie Colonies ac- 
knowledge your authority in all things, with the sole 
exception that you shall not take their money out of 
their pockets without their consent. Here would I 
draw the line-quain ultra c i t rque  neqait conaidere 
rectuin." 

A profound silence of some minutes succeeded this 
speech of Mr. Pitt. No one appeared inclined to take 
the part of the late ~Ministers, or to rouse the lion 
which lay basking in the eye of the great Commoner 
who had just sat down. At length Mr. Grenville him- 
self, the obstinate author of all the mischief, that 
then so loudly threatened the peace and prosperity of 
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the whole Empire, rose in defence of the measures of 
his administration. He  said, that the tumults in Arne- ' 
rica bordered on open rebellion; and that if the doc- 
trine promulgated that day were confirmed, he feared 
they would lose this name to take that of revolution. 
He said, that taxation was a branch of the sovereign 
power, which had been frequently exercised over those 
who were never represented, and instanced the East 
India Oornpany, the Palatinate of Chester, and some 
others. He  asserted, that no one had questioned the 
~+ght, when he proposed to tax America. (In this, 
however, Mr. Grenville was mistaken, for General 
Conway, now secretary, had expressly deuiecl the 
right, on that occasion.) "Protection and obedience 
(said he) are reciprocal ; Great Britain protects lime- 
rica, America is therefore bound to yield obedience. 
I f  not, tell me, when were the Americans e.r~ancipat- 
ed? T h e  seditious spirit of the Colonies owes i t s  birth 
to t h e f i t i o n s  in this House. W e  were told we trod 
on tender ground, we were bid to expect disobedi- 
ence: what is this but telliug-America to stand out 
against the law? to encourage their obstinacy with 
the expectation of support here? U~lgrateful  people of 
dmem'ca! The  nation has run itself i~;to an immense 
debt to give them protection; bounties have been ex- 
tended to them; in their favour the Act of Navigation, 
that palladium of the British conlmerce, lias been re- 
laxed: and now that they are called upon to contri- 
bute a small share towards the publick expense, they 
renounce your authority, insult your otficers, and break 
out, I might almost eay, into open rebellion.'' 

Thus weak and laboured was Mr. Cirenville's vin- 
dication of himself and his measures. His whole 
speech was but a repetition of what had been urged 
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by Mr. Charles Townsend on a former occasion, and 
of what had been so ably refuted by Colonel Bar&. 
The truth is that Mr. Orenville though an honest man, 
and industrious in all that concerned the details of bu- 
s h e s ~ ,  was weak, conceited and prejudiced. Too im- 
patient of contradiction to look at both sides of a qnes- 
tion, he persisted in errour, until he was too deeply 
enveloped in the obscurity of his own reasoning to see 
the truth when it was presented to him. He had per- 
suaded himself that the Parliament had a right to tax 
the Colonies, and he knew that a revenue thus deriv- 
ed would relieve the people at home from the pressure 
of a heavy burden; but he forgot that the people of 
the Colonies formed an integral part of the nation, and 
thlrt in proportion ae he made them suffer, he brought 
distress upon the whole. His policy 'was too short- 
sighted to perceive the consequences of the reaction 
that must necessarily take place. 

Mr. Grenville had scarcely taken his seat, when 
Mr. Pitt again rose to reply---but the rules of the House 
forbidding him to speak twice dn the same motion, he 
was called to Order, and was reseating himself in obe- 
dience to the call, his countenance bearing the strong 
and varied emotions of indignation, resentment, and 
contempt, when the loud and repeated cry of 6 Go on' in- 
duced him once more to take the floor. He thus address- 
eed himself to the Speaker-'6 Bir, a charge is brought 
against gentlemen sitting in this House, for giving birth 
to sedition in America. The freedom with which they 
have spoken their sentiments against this unhaplqJct, 
is imputed to them aa a crime ; but the imputation shall 
not discourage me. It is a liberty which I hope no 
gantleman will be afraid to exercise ; it is a liberty by 
which the genUemu1 who calumaiatw it miyht have 
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p i b d .  He ought to  hues deabted from his prgect. 
We are told America ie obstina+America is dmoet 
in open rebellion. 8ir, I regoice that dmerica ha8 re- 
tisted ; three millions of people so dead to all the feel- 
ings of liberty, as vohutarily to submit to be slaver, 
would have been f t  instruments to make slavee of all 
the rest. I came not here arnied at all points with law 
cases and Acts of f arliament, with the etatufa boob 
M l e d  down in dog's ears to defend thecanse of liber- 
ty; EaMPding to Mr. Orenville's having read several 
statutes in the course of lris speech, ae precedentdl fog 
taxation without representation] hut for the defence of 
liberty upon a &nerd, confftitutiorial principle-it u 
r groand on which I dare meet any man. 1 will not de- 
bate p i n t s  of law :--but what after all do the cases al 
Chester and D a h m  prove, bat that under the moit 
arbitrary reigns, Parliament were ashamed of taxing 
r people without their consent, and allowed them 
preecnt.tivesi A bigher and better example might have 
been taGe from Wales ; that principality was never 
taxed Parliament till it was incorporated with Em- 
+ad .We are told of many c h  of persone m 
ttds gingdom not represented in Parliament ; bat are 
tbeymot a11 virQdty represented as Enggbmen with- 
m the realm ? Have they not the option, many of than 

- d \east, of bumming 6benrselves eledors 3 Every ia- 
Wdamt ofthis is nccse&ly incladd in tbe 
garrrl system of ra5preecnta.h~ It is a Priorortoee 
flatmommnetrctarllyrepreReated. Thehowam 
bk gdmanbaretsofhieboamlksbAnwica-Are 
-bomdko i n t c a a l y f a t b e b t e c d t d *  
Xb$cna? Xftheyarenot,behrsrierQ~tbcat 
~ ~ r a s .  IramamrtiaefAnrericc-I&- 
C r i n t h s r P u b u & h s a r i & t f o B i e l , t , ~  
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Amgrica. Our legislative power over the Coloniw 
is sovereign and supreme. The honourable gentle- 
man tells us, he understands not the difference be- 
tween internal and external taxation ; but uurelj there 
w a plain distinction, between taxes levied for the pur- 
pose of raising a revenue, and duties imposed for the 
regulation of commerce. 6 Wlten,' said the honourable 
gentleman, 4 were the Colonies emancipated i9 At 
what time, say 1 in answer, were they made slaves ? 
I speak from accurate knowledge when I say, that the 
profits fO Great Britain from the trade of the Colonies, 
though all i h  branches, is two millions per annum. 
This is the fund which camed yoa triumphantly 
through the war; this is the price America pays yon 
for her protection ; and shall a miserable financier come 
with a boast that he can fetch a pepper-corn into the 
Exchequer, at the loss of millions to the nation? I 
know the valour of your troops-I know the skill of 
your oiEcers-1 know the force of this country ; but in 
euch a cause your success would be hazardous. Ame- 
rica, if she fell, would fall like the strong man : shs 
would embrace the pillars of the State, and pull d m  
the Constitution wi th  her. Is  this your boasted peace ? 
Not to sheathe the sword in the scabbard, but te 
sheathe it in the bowels of your countrymen? T h e  
Americans have been wronged-they have been driv- 
m to madness by injustice. Will you punish them 
for the madness you have occasioned ? No : let thie 
oountry be the first to resume its prudence and tem- 
per; I will pledge myself for the Colonies, that, on 
their part, animosity and msentment will cease. The  
rystem of policy I would earnestly exhort Great Bri- 
tain to adopt, in relation to America, .is happily ex- 
p m e d  in tho we& of a fsvourite poet : 
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Be to her faults a little Mind, 
Be to her virtues very kind; 
Let all her ways be unconfin9d. 
And clap yoor padlock on her mindsn 

Upon the whole, I will beg leave to tell the Hmae 
in a few words what is really my opinion. i t  is, 
the Stamp &ct be mpenled ABSOLUTELY, TOTAL=, 
and IMMEDIATELY." 

After the debate on the motion for an Address was 
concluded, Mr. Grenville made an unsucc~s8ful mo- 
tion that the Stamp Act should be enforced-a majo- 
rity of iM rising against him. This division suffici- 
ently showed the temper of the House; and- the re- 
fusal to enforce the law was hailed as a happy indi- 
cation that the Ministry intended its repeal. Nuole- 
rous papers relative to Americau affairs had been, by 
his Majesty's ordere, laid before Parliament at  the 
opening of the session, and the reading of them now 
occupied the whole of their time. The petition from - 
the Congress at New-York was not allowed to ba 
read, the Parliarneat having denied their authority to 
assemble for the purpose alleged. Various other pe- 
titions however, as well from the Colonies as from the 
manufacturing and trading interests of the Kingdom, 
all tending to the Rame point, received due and pa- 
tient attention. In the course of this inquiry on Ame- 
rican affairs, Doctor Franklin, whose political integrity 
and moral worth were alike duly estimated by the peo- 
ple of England, w u  called to the Bar of the House, 
and freely questioned upon mauy important topicke. 
T h e  armwers which he gave fully comfirmed the new 
Ministers in the propriety and expediency of their 
intention to move for a repeal of the Gtamp Act; aqd 
ir Bill for that pa~pooe wse on the %%d of B e b r w q  
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brought in by General Conway, the same who bad so 
boldly denied the right df Parlibhe& to impose it in 
the first instance. 

T h e  debate on this motion lasted until 3 o'clock in  
B e  mornlng, ahd necek WBS the're a debate which ex- 
cited More whmth 6f interest, or more vehemece o;f 
opposition. T h e  lobbies of the Hbuae were crowd- 
ed with the manufacturers and traders df the King- 
dch, whose anxious conntenbnces plainly showed that 
Qleir fates hung upon the issue. A division at length 
Uthg c d e t l  fdr, 276 m e  m 'hpport of the motion, 
and 107' against i t t h d s  wa.. the misery of the oatioh 
fbr a whlle avertea, in desptte of all the speculators 

- ant1 augi~fs bf patitical evehts, (to use the 4anpagb 
of Mr. Burke) in tbe teeth of all the ald mercenafj 
&is8 of the dtate, and in deflahce of the whole emhat- 
tldd legion bf veteran pensioners and practised instru- 
bents of Court. 

Bo nbgovernable were fhe transports of the peuple, 
& hearing this vote bf the House, add so firmly were - 
'they i~b res sed  with the cbnvictioh that they owed 
meir deliverance to 3fr'. Pitt, that their grrltitbde knew 
fSo bduhds; and when he appear& at the door, (ab 
' a e  eloquent wiit'dr, just quoted, hds told us) '6 they 
jumped u p n  hih, like childmn on a t&g absent fi- 
flier. They clung abdut hith rcs captives about their 
hdebmer. A11 En',da#d joihrd m his applittse. Nor 
df'd be seem ihsensible of the best of' all earthly re- 
'wards, the love and admiration of his fellow-cittzeas. 
.Hope Clevated. 'and by btigbtened his crest." 

I n  the Hohse of PCers, the Upposition to tbe Bnl, 
was more 6bstinatr than it badbeen in tbe dherffonsa 
'brd Butc took l lpn  h h s r l f  to declare (L.1 it 
aot #h6 w i d  6f hi8 .MQ@, thrt the b w w  be 
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$ealM. Some of the noble Dakes, and the whole 
h n c h  of Bahrrps, were for forcing the Americana to 
submit, with &e ahd sword. The Bill was nobly 
supported by Lard hmdee ,  the Marquis of Rocking- 
.ham, md some others. Lord Camden declared, that 
the inNparability of taxation and representation MU 

a position founded on the laws of nahre-that it was 
L fact itself an eternal law of natnre-that no man 
had a right to take anothep's property from him with- 
rmt his con~ent. '6 Whoever attempts to do it (said 
&e noble lord) attempts an injury; w b v e ~  does it 
doinmits a robbery." 

In conquenet  of Lord Bate's declaration, his Ma- 
jesty was waited npon, and requested to impart his 
fishes lo the noble Lords. His reply showed, that 
however he might have seemed to yield to the plans 
of his hew Ministers, his old favourite had but too 
m M  interpreted his secret feelings, when be averred 
dhst therepeal uf the Atct was contrary to his Majesty'~ 
*ishe@. He did not desire, he said, that it should be 
enforced, unless it co& be done zaithout bloodshed. 

Opposition being at length wearied out-the Lords 
and the Bishop having both entered their lrrutesta- 
arrd a sort of compromise having been made by a De- 
&ratmy &t asserting the power a d  right ($Great 
Brituin to bind the Colonies in all cases zchatevel.-- 
*he vote was taken on the i8th of March, and there- 
ped carried by a majority of W.--i05 having voted 
fbr it, und 71 against it. His Majesty appeared in 
tfre Ham on the following day, and gave his assent 

The great joy which this event occasioned, was 
manifbated in London by splendid illuminations, and 
by daeonting all the ships in the Tllames with flag&' ' 
?R Qmerb, the intelhgm was, d v e d  with acch- 
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mations of the most sincere and heartfelt ptitade by 
d l  classcs of people. Publick thanksgivings were of- 
fmtd up in all the churches. T h e  resolutions which 
had been passed on the sul~ject of importations, were 
reac:inc\ed. and their trade with the Mother Country was 
immediately renewed, with increased vigour. The 
homespun dressea of our fathers and mothers were 
given to the poor, and once more they appeued clad 
in the produce of foreign looms. 

When the Act repealing the Stamp Act was trans- 
mitted to America, General Conway, the Secretary, 
accompanied it with a circular letter to the several Go- 
vernours, in which he most a&ctionately endeavoured 
toappease the discontents of the p p l e ,  while he ak the 
same time firmly insisted upon a proper reverence for 
the Oovernment. When the Governour of Virginia 
communicated this to the House of Burgesses, they 
unanimously voted a statue to the King-The Assem- 
bly of Massachusetts, with more discrimination, voted 
a letter of thanks, where thanks were more d u d  
the Duke of Grafton and Mr. Pitt. 

I n  addition, however, to the circular letters to the 
seven1 C~overnours, General Conwry wmte a sepunk 
m d  distinct letter to Governour B e d  of Massa- 
churrtte-in *ch lte 8.58 : i b  Nothing will tend more 
effectnrlly to cvrr? conciliating purpose, and t k r e  is 
nothing therefore I 11a1-e in command more earnestly to 
require of you. than that you s h l d  exert yourself ha 
recommenditcg it stMq(v  to to Assembly, that fall 
and ample ampnsntion hr: made to those who, frea 
the madness of the people, h v c  ~~ for tbeir acb 
ofdefrrcnmtn tbc Rritinh 1 4 s 1 ~ m ' '  TBis wasus- 

'trinly n n h n q e  nnd e~traonlinaq p u n d  to BI *em 
by tbc M i n i s t o d i n  iatmkns mre 0- of 
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purest nature-he was desirous of maintaining the hon- 
our of the King and the Qover~ment ; but it was cer- 
tainly neither politick nor conciliatory, to niake this 
demand for reparation, for violences so lately commit- 
ted against the authority of that very government, and 
of the people who committed them, because they denied 
that authority. By repealing the Stamp -4ct, the cause 
of these violences were virtually acknowledgerl to be 
just and defensible, and the people against whom the 
outrages were committed were in like manner acknow- 
ledged to have deserved them, at least from those by 
whom tbey were committed. If any reparation then 
wae thought necessary, it sho~~l t l  liave proceecled from 
the government in whose favour the outraged intlividn- 
ale stood forth, and not from the government under 
whose sanction the outrage was done-in as much as 
that government had been declared to be right, in the 
very instrument whichcalled upon it to repair a wrong. 
And it was, undoubtedly, the intention of the Secreta- 
ry, that the act of reparation should appear to come aa 
a voluntary offering from the Legislature of Massa- 
chusetts, and not as an act of obedience to the authori- 
ty of the King. His letter to the Boveruour was evi- 
dently intended to be private and con dential, and if 
the same spirit of cordial reconciliat' 4 had actuated 
the Governour, that it was manifest animated the Mi- 
nister, it would liave been in his power to have suc- 
ceeded in persuading the Legislature to adopt his re 
crommendation. But Governour Bernard was, unfor- 
tunately. too much a friend to the political pandemo- 
nium of Carleton House, to move an inch towards re- 
ciprocal concession with the Colonies, or to obtain that 
.by persuasion, which he thougllt it in his power to 
fern from thum by ceercion. In his speech there- 
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fen at the opening of the General Court in Massaaha- 
setis in June 1766, he aasumed a tone of haughtinw 
ud reproach, very different from the temper of the 
letter under the authority of which he acted. 

H e  said that the justice and humanity of the req.ui- 
aitioo were so forcible they could not be contmvert- 
ed, and that the auth&tg from whicb it came ought 
to preclude all doubts d ~ u t  complying with it. He 
added, both the business and the time are most cri- 
tical-let me entreat you to recollect yourselves, a d  
to consider well what you are ahout-Elhall the pri- 
vate interests, passions, or retwntments of a few men, 
deprive the whole people of the great and manifold 
advantages which tbe farmlcr and inddgenc~ oftheir  
Sing and hi8 Parliament are now preparing for them? 
8urel-y) after his iliajrsty's commands are known, the 
very persons who have created the prejudice8 and yre- 
pmsessioas I now endeavoui to combat, will be the 
h t  to remove them.'' 

This was surely the moet improper time whicb his 
Excellency could have fixed upon, )nd the moet ax- 
ceptionable style which he could have chosen, to en- 
force the recommendatio~~ of the Secretary. H e  should 
have waited until some of the citizens who had suf- 
fered by the d r q e s  of the populace-mob, it could 
not be called. for the multitude who joined in the 6 
lent expressions of their rcsisknca to the law, er- 
braced tbc Brst man of the tow& saonld hrve 
waited, we q. until oorae d t h e  s u f f m  pet&- 
ad for repamti- he d m l d  have p m m d  tbar 
to petitioa, by p n u n k  bf dma. I t  w d  d m  
have k u  time tw+. if he saw a diqdt io l r  in the 
h n e r n l  Cmn trr w ithhdct rriicf. to &VIP -mad- 
edthaiFco#y\irumw u r ~ r c r d ~ ~ t o  



'lie ~ i . e s € y .  2t could never have been the intention 
of his Majesty to command the'Oendra1 Court to opcn 
the p r s e  of the ~ b l o n ~ ,  so sdon alleiit llacl been 11.~111- 
ly pat beyond his authority, hy a formal repeal of tlie 
'previous'bx upon it. &or could ~ r .  Secretary Conway 
l a v e  contemplated such an use as the Gover~iour cllose 
to make of his separate Despatch. 

T h e  General Court as well as the whole people of 
the Province, were at &is time well dirrpobrd to listen 
tb colrei2ist;oty h n g u q e  from the Government or ally 
of ifs bat they w e n  too tremblingly alive to 
their oftn righfS, and too conscious of their own 
sfrengtb, to be d d l e d  into a measure which implied 
a want of faith in the integrity of tbeir hearts or ud- 
derstandin,gs. They therefore in their reply to the 
'Gore~onr's epeech, address him in a torre at orrce 
indipant and sarcacitiek, They tell K m  that he has 
exceeded the author it^ given to himin the letter, and 
plainly hint &at he is acting a9 tlle tool of borne h i g t ~ e ~  
power. this rerommeudation (wid they), whiclr 
gonr Excellency terms a requisition, be founded on 
SO much j u d m  and humanity that it m o t  be con- 
trmerted-ii tbe alLWoPity with which it is introduced 
@hoofd preclude all disputation dmut complying, with 
it: we should be glad to know what freedom we have 
in the case-With regard to the rest of JOW Excel- 
lenq'6 speech, (the? cuntinue) we we congtrained to 
okme,  that the general air and htyle of it savour 
much more of an act rf fpee grace and y u h ,  than 
d a parliamm&zrcy address to t h p  t t ~ o  Hoz~s~cr of o h -  

d l ! /  : and we musi 5incrrclj n ibh ~ v u r  Ex(:elleucy 
h d  been p 1 ~ - e 3  to lruerl t it, if needfull. for a pro- 
clamation .-' 
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T h e  government of Great Britain could not have 
found an agent less qualified to foster and preserve a 
spirit of reconciliation in the Colonies, than his Ex- 
cellency Governour Bernard. He was haughty, mo- 
rose ant1 tyrannical, and seemed to take deligllt in 
thwartiug every measure of the Assembly, not pro- 
posctl hy his ilnniecliate friends and sub-agents. 

This  conduct on the part uf the Burernour, so far 
from sahtl~iins tlie spirits of what was called the Ame- 
rican party, or the friends of Liberty, irritated them 
to mom open hostility, ant1 brought continual accessi- 
ons to their numbers. The town of Boston was at 
this time represented by James Otik jun. IAmnas 
Cwhing, Samuel .!ldants and John Ifancoc+men 
whose subsequent conduct proved, that they were not 
to be d r i r e ~  iutO any surrender of privilege. I t  was 
in the power of the Governour to have made them all 
fast friends of the R i n , d u t ,  happily for the indepen- 
d e w  of our couutry, Iie chose by every petty act of 
opposition to their patriotick views, to alienate their 
respect and Iffwtiou. and confirm them in the gloriws 
title uf champions uf freedom. At the meeting of the 
Assembl~, .Mr. Otis was chosen Speaker, bat the Gov- 
.Faour ref~ised to confirm the c h o i c u n d  thus, in- 
stead uf paling the way. by a mere act of courtesy, 
Zh. k b *  gracious m p t i m  of his speech, uoused that 
spirit d aainrdty H h i h  dictated the replg just qaot- 
wl. He in like manner refused to sam4uo the aomi- 
mation of the Cwwil.  k n w  tbc Crannu3ieen bad 
beem kfi uut. nikhcrtu the iniloem of the Gowm- 
our aver the .tssemblj bnd btvn ?-ti! assisted by 
&Be swwc-y with which the debates or that E m  
h a d h c r c s r r i d u a .  H t . a n d h i s ; t . i e n c l ~ ~ k ~  
m i w o r & r e a ~ * r i k t l r . r u f r e s t n i . c  fn;+ 
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lick indignation. But the friends of liberty were now 
so numerous in the House, that their doors were 
thrown open and a gallery ordered to be erected for 
tbe accommodation of their fellow-citizens. From this 
moment the Court party began to decline, and the 
cause of the people to acquire additional defenders. 

I n  the course of the Session, an Act was passed 
granting compensation to the sufferers in the late riots, 
the principal of whom was his honour the Lieutenant 
Governour. But this act was accompadied by a decla- 
ration that it was a free gift of the Province, and not 
an acknowledgment of the justice of their claim. By 
the same act also a full pardon was extended to the 
rioters-two circumstances which gave a character 
to the act by no means acceptable to hi Majesty. - 

In  New York likewise there was a similar spirit of 
half-way accommodation manifested. T h e  Legisla- 
ture by a voluntary act, granted compensation to thoso 
who  had suffered a loss of property in their adherence 
to the Stamp Act. But they refused to carry into ex- 
ecution the Act of Parliament for quartering his Ma- 
jesty's troops upon them. 

T h e  people of Connecticut too, though they heartily 
partook of the general rejoicings at  the repeal of the 
Stamp Act, showed by their election of a new Gov- 
ernour that they were not disposed to forgive their 
former one for his acquiescence in thi! requisitione of 
that odious Act. 
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&peal of the rStamp dctproduces but a short cal~n-transactions in 
E l z g - k n d d f r .  P& taken into the 31inishy-the strange 
mixture i n  his adnrii~istratipriAfr. Tozc~nsend made Clwtrrd- 
lor of thr E . ~ c h e q w 4 r .  Pitt accepts the title and d i p i t i t s  
of Earl of Chatltain&f. Grenville's Prohibituy J fc t  q a i n s t  
flew-Irork-its P ~ P C ~ S  ~ipoii the other Colonies-arn'Fal of Bri-  + 

tish trool~s i l l  Boston--rons~quences t h e r e o f d f r .  ?'ownsend's 
plan for taxing the Colonies.-Efftcts of his measures upon tha 
$mpricans.-Death of .Mr. Townsend, and appointment of Lmd 
.Worth.-Lnrd Chatlmm re s i~ns ,  and is succeeded by the Earl  of 
~ristol-Lord HiUaborough i ~ ~ a d e  Secretary o f  Hate fm the 
Colonies.-Resolutivns of Boston to&t meetings-Circular Let- 
ter of the klassachtlsetts Assembly-m~ F a r ~ ~ ~ e r ' s  Letters- 
Q o v m i i r  Benzard dissolves tlw L e g i s l a h r ~ f i c t s  o f  this 
piolpnce.-4eiztirr of J f p  Hancock's sluop-riot in consequence 
thereof.-Bqard of Trade remove frcnn B o s t d e e t i n g  at 
Palleuit H a l l d r r i v a l  o f  a 'British. Squadron and two Hrgi- 
w n t s  at Boston.-The Gocernour quarters them i n  Faneuil 
Hall.-Resolutions o f  the merchants.-Lett& of the Philadel- 
phia nrerchants to their agents i n  Londo~lcReuit.al o f  the Sh- 
tute of H e n y  VTII.-Resolutions of the Virginia House of Bur- 
g e s s e H h e  Governour dissolves themcOlher  Jssemblies also 
dissolved-Conduct of Governour Bernard-his  r e ~ a l k n d  
character-Differ~nt conduct of Governour B o t t e t o u r t h d  
HiUsborou,$~'s Circular.-Sentiments of the Philadelphia w r -  
c k n t s  on his conciliatory proposition. 

THE universal joy which pervaded gll :auks of peo- 
ple in America, as well as in England, on the repeal,, 
of the Stamp Act, was but of short continuance. In  
the first warmth of their t~ansports, they had seemed 
to forget that Great Britain had, in fact, yielded no- 
thing, or scarcely any thing, in the mere repeal of the 
Stamp Act, so long as they continued to maintain the 
right of Parliament to tax them, This right they ei- 
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ther regarded as n, questioa that would never again 
come iqto discussioa, or they considered the conces- 
sion now lqade to them as such an acknowledgplent 
of theic power and influence, that they did nd fear any 
serious evil from its exercise. 

But they were not long suffered to labour under this 
clelusion. T b p  measures withzegard to the Colonies, 
which followed close upon the heels of the Act of Re- 
peal, showed that the Ministry were determined to 
punish theq,for former disobedience, and coerce them 
to future subpission.-So that before the close of the , 

year 1766, the gloom of despondency had again tak- 
en possession of the faces so lately brightened with 
happy anticipations of the time to come. I n  every Co- 
lony, something occurred to mark the return of discon- 
tent. Besidw the progress of this feeling already not- 
ed in Massachusetts, Connecticut and New-Yerk, the 
General Assembly of Virginia who had in their Spring 
Session voted a statue to the Ripg, and an obelisk to 
several of the' members of Parliament, in December 
of this year, p o s t p o d  the final consideration of the 
resolution uutil the next session-which amounted.in 
fact to a strong expression of their altered feelings. 
But we must exculpate the Marquis of Rockingham 
and his Aclministratim, from any share in the scheme 
of oppression which we are now to develope. 

Lord Rockingham had discevered, in the course of 
the debate in the House of Peers on the repeal of the 
Stamp Act, that his Majesty had not given his con- 
fidehce to the Ministry of which hc was the head, and 
tlwt he was still pnder the influence of his favonrite, 
Lo~d Rute. As a mean ~f putting a stop to the cor- 
~ t i n s  progress of this influence, he conceived the idea 
of. uqiting Mr. Pgt and the Whig  party out of ser- 
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vice, with the Whigs who were now in the Ministry, 
and for this purpose held a conference with Mr. Yitt. 
But this extraordinary man, who continued to feel the 
same scorn of the Marquis and his party, which he had 
so intemperately expressed, on their first coming into 
the Ministry upon terms that he thought derogatory 
to the honour of the Whigs, received his advances with 
great coldness. Indeed he made some remark almost 
at the beginning of the conference, which the Marquis 
constriled to imply the necessity of his own removal 
fromtlle Treasury, and the attempt at union of course 
failed. 

Lord Bute, with a view to get rid of Lord Rocking- 
]lam ant1 Iris -4dministration altogether, had made simi- 
lar advances to Lord Temple ; but with no better suc- 
cess. That  noblcnian was too honest to lend himself 
to the corruptions of Lord Bute, even though hi€ broth- 
er formed one of the junto. 

T h e  secret advisers of Carlton House had in the 
mean time determined upon a change; and Mr. Pitt 
was once more ordered to wait upon the King. T h e  
meetiug took place on the tat11 of July 1766, and hie 
Majesty opei~ed the negotiation by telling Mr. Pitt 
that he shoulcl put himself altogether into his hands, 
without proposingany terms.-This was precisely the 
point to which, six months before, the Americans, if 
they could have hat1 their choice, would have desired 
affairs to be brought. And the friends of the Colonies 
bad certainly every thing to hope, from the character 
and former conduct of Mr. Pitt. 

T h e  first thing' whibh Mr. Pitt did after his audi- 
ence with the King was to send for his Noble brother- 
in-law-to tell him of the, plenary powers with which 
hisMajesty had invested him, and to request his Lord- 
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ship to take the head of tlie Treasury. I f  he had 
stopped here, Lord Temple would perhaps have felt 
no scrdples in accepting the place offered to him-hut 
he presented at i11e same time a list of names for 
all the other p e a t  departments of the govenimcnt, 
which, besides that it excluded all his Lortlship's con- 
nexions, too plainly indicated that he was not to come 
in upon a footing of perfect equality with Mr. Pitt, 
or the latter woulcl have consulted him in those nomi- 
nations; and upon no other terms would the pride of 
his Lordship permit liim to come in. 

Lord Temple said, that lie was extremely desirous 
of conciliating all parties, but tllnt he cchd  not so far 
forget what was due to liisown honour, as tuconseut ei- 
ther to exclude all Lris friends, or to look rlpon Mr. Pitt 
os absolute muter.-Mr. Pitt, however, was not to be 
shaken from his piirpose. N o  man loved or esteemed 
Lord Temple more than he did, btlt that esteem <lit1 
not extend to his Lordship's family. He despised Air. 
Grenville, and dreadecl the consequence wliich his in- 
fluence might have over his Lordship in the new ar- 
rangement.-Lord Temple withdrew therefore, higllly 
irritated and offended; a ~ i d  Mr. Pitt went on to corn- 
plete his new schenle of a Ministry without him. 

T h e  Duke of Grafton was appointed First Lord 
Conlmissioner of the T r e a ~ u r y ;  and the f<ight BO- 
nourable Charles Townseud was made Chancellor of 
the Exchequer. I t  was at the motion of this latter 
gentleman, that tlie Act had passed some time befoire 
for quartering his Majesty's troops on the people of 
New York. He was considered as a marl of brilliant 
talents, but of no solidity-capricious, insiucere, and 
full of intrigue. Why Mr. 13itt slioulcl have made 
choice of him for so respoesible a station, it is tlifli- 
cult te explain. 



General Conway was continued in his post of Se- 
cretary for the Northern Department, and Lord Sliel- 
burne succeeded the Duke of Richmond, for the South- 
ern. Lord Gamden was made Chancellor of Great 
Britain, and the Earl  of Northington, f resident of 
the Council. 

Mr. Pitt, who had some years before proudly re- 
fused tlie offered honours ef the Peerage, and boasted 
thnt he was one of the people, w w  accepted the title 
and dignities of Earl  of Chatham-thus taking leave 
of the great theatre. of his early glories and deathless 
renown as a Statesman, to take a seat among the Peers 
of the Ncalni. T h e  place which he chose for himself 
in the new LMinistry was that of Lord Privy Seal. 

Thus was Lord Rockingham anahis friends put out 
of service, after having been in olily about a year; and 
thus did Mr. Pitt use the unlimited power put into his 
hands, in the formation of the new Millistry. Tlre for- 
mer retired from office with the deserved approl)ation 
of the whole Kingdom-the latter came into it (it mar 
almost be said) with universal reprobation. His accept- 
ance of the Peerage-his ambition to be tlic sole clictat- 
or in the new arrangements-his rtbanclonment of Lord 
Temple--and the injudicious selection ~vliich he had 
made for some of the oflices, excited a popular clamour 
against him, and clrstroyed that confitlcuce which the 
people had never ceased to repose In thegreat Com~~zon- 
e~.-While addresses, and letters of thanks, were acl- 
dressecl to the Marquis of Rockingham ftom every part 
of Great Britain, tlie Earl  of Glmtham was charged by 
the same peoph with having deserted their cause. This  
however was doing injustice to the motives of Lord 
Chatham-his policy was not changer1 by his tmnsfer 
to the Houm of Peers ; but be had soon reaeon to regret 
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that selfish ambition, which had impelled him to lean 
fio exclusively upon his own judgment in the choice of 
his colleagues in the Ministry. He had lost his popu- 
larity, and what affected him still more nearly, he 
had lost the friendship of Lord Temple, with whom he 
had lived for so many years in the closest bonds of 
fraternal intimacy and mutual confidence. He saw 
strong parties of opposition daily rising up against him ; 
he found that the Ministers, who had come in by his 
appointment and whom therefore he had expected to 
control at will, acted for themselves and without his 
concorrence, and before the meeting of Parliament he 
found himself compelled to enter into a sort of coali- 
tion with men whom he had once openly accused of 
every species of corruption, and whom he even now 
most heartily despised. 

These were circumstances well calculated to make 
n. deep impression upon such a mind as that of Lord 
Chatham. H e  was indeed so sensibly affected by 
them, that his health began visibly to decline, About 
this period, the situation of his Lordship is thus de- 
picted by the eccentrick General Lee, in one of his 
letters to the King of Poland :-66 I am apt to agree 
with the majority of the better sort, that 6 this once 
noble mind is quite overthrown.' Oan it be reconciled 
to reason, that the same man who rendered his name 
so illustrious, so tremendous, should aplit upon rib- 
bands and titles? By sinking into a peerage, his 
popularity would vanish of course. I recollect your 
,Majesty was of the same way of thinking, that there 
was nothing very monstrous in his acceptance of a 
peerage, but that it argued a senselessness of glory to 
forkit the name of PITT for any title the King c0111d 
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bestow. He has fits of crying, starting, and every ef- 
fect of hysterics-" 

One of the first acts of the new Parliament, in the 
succeeding year, 1767, was founded upon the intelli- 
gence received from New York, that the Assembly- 
had refused to ,take measures to carry into effect, the 
Act for providing for his Majesty's troops, which had 
been quartered upon the people of that province. A 
Bill was introduced by Mr  Grenville, the old and 
steady opposer of American freedom, the object of 
which was to restrain the Assembly and Council of 
New York from passing any Act, until they had corn- 
plied with the requisitious of the Act just mentioned. 
This Bill received the countenance and support of tlie 
Ministers, who regarded it as a measure at once dig- 
nified and forbea~ing, and it was finally passed. The 
~epis la tur i  of New York were frightened into im- 
mediate compliance; but it produced a different effect 
in the other Colonies. They saw in it abold and dar- 
ing attack upon their chartered privileges-if the Par- 
liament of England felt so little scruple in abolishing 
tlie legislative power of a Oulony, they might with 
equal indifference attack some other right guarantied 
to them by their Charter, and in the end adopt the ad- 
vice which had been once given by Governour Ber- 
nard, and abolish the Charter itself. 

The  uneasiness occasioned by this proliihitory Act 
was, indeed, particularly in Massachusetts, little less 
than that produced by the Stamp Act; and their fears 
were still further increased soon afterwards by the ar- 
rival of a body of British troops in Boston, which 
were falsely and hypocritically said to have been dri- 
ven in by stress of weather. They arrived during the 
recess of the Legislature, and the Governour and his 
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Council undehook to provide for their support out of 
the publick treasury. The conduct of the troops them- 
selves was by no means calculated to appease the peo- 
p l e - o n  the contrary it tended to confirm their sus- 
picions, that the alleged cause of their cominginto Bos- 
ton was an insidious fabrication. When the Legisla- 
ture met they remonstrated, in their usual firmness 
and dignity of manner, against the appropriations of 
the publick money by the Governour: and the Gov- 
ernour, with his usual virulehce and meanness, wrote 
an exrtggerated account of the affair to the Ministers 
at home. 

These measures were speedily followed by others, 
ef a character still more odious to the people of the 
Colonies. Mr. Charles Townsend had, in the early 
part of the session, asserted that he could furnish a 
plan for drawing a revenue from the Colonies with- 
out giving them offence. This extraordinary decla- 
ration gzlve so much delight to Mr. Grenville, and was 
yet regarded by him as so problematical, that he insist- 
ed upon Mr. Townsencl's giving a pledge to that ef- 
fect, which this young boaster did not hesitate to do. 
T h e  venerable General Conway listened to the bar- 
gain between these two rain and conceited Statesmen, 
this pat* nobile fratrum, in silence and amazement. 
Little indeed coulcl that liberal and enlightened Mi- 
nister credit the possibility of, in any manner, taxing 
America, without rousing the indignation of her spi- 
rited citizens. 

Some time in June, Mr. Townsend was called upon 
to redeem his pledge, and in pursuance thereof he ap- 
plied for leave to bring in a Bill imposiug duties on 
grass, painters' colours, tea, and paper, imported into 
the Colonies. To this andher was added, intended to 
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ensure the execution of the first, authorising his Ma- 
jesty to appoint a Hoard of Trade to reside in the Co- 
lonies, and to give them such orders and instructions 
tu to the mode of carrying the law into effect, as he 
might think pvoper from time to time. Besides these 
two Bills, there was still another introduced, to try 
the temper of the Colonies ; namely, a Bill to estab- 
lish a Board of Admiralty, to be independent of all 
Colonial regulations, but to be paid from Colonial re- 
venues,-this Bill also settled salaries upon the Gov- 
ernours, Juclges, and the host of Crown officers that 
were to be sent from the .Ministerial s t em to fatten 
upon the oppressions of the Colonists growing out of 
these several schemes of finance. 

These were the uno$enaice schemes which the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer had pledged himself to produce 
for raising a revenue in America. And it seems.they 
were well received by the Parliament, for they passed 
almost without opposition, two members only having 
r i a n  to oppose that part of the scheme which con- 
templated the establishment af a cicil list independ- 
ent $ the people. These two members were Mr. 
Jackson and Mr. Huske : but their voices were too 
feeble to still the promptings of Ministerial ambition. ' 

The sevekl Bills received the royal assent on the Rct 
of July. 

The  effect which these transactious produced in * 

America may be readily conceived. The people of 
New York and Boston, already irritated to madness 
by the overbearing and insolent conduct of the British 
soldiery, now saw all their hopes of accommodation 
blasted. The  new duties were, in themselves, of tri- 
fin% consideration, and would no doubt have been 
cheerfully paid by the Americans, if they had hecn 
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imposed at a more auspicious time and season. The  
Colonies had, indeed, never denied the right of Par- 
liament to control their commercial regulations; and 
the imposition of these duties could be regarded in no 
other light than a s  a regolation of commerce. I t  placed 
them therefore in an embarrassing situation. Having 
once acknowledged the inherent power of Great Bri- 
tain to impose port duties, and having heretofore paid 
them upon several articles of foreign produce, the3 
could not consistently deny that the same porn-er still 
existed. On the other hand they saw, that the pre- 
sent object of Great Britain, was widely different 
from that which had led to the imposition of the for- 
mer duties-and that an acquiescence in the present 
insidio~is scheme of taxation would only lead to fur- 
ther and still more oppressive measures oa the part of 
the Ministry. The  Board of Trade, established at 
Boston, which under other circumstances would have 
been regarded as &ording facilities to their trade, was 
now looked upon only as an engine put into operation 
for the purpose of more effectually securing submission 
to the new restrictions, and the members of that body 
were treatedwith insult and indignities, wherever they 
appeared. 

The  lmericans looked with astonishment at such 
a system of policy proceeding from a Miuistrj- of 
which Lord Chatham was the head. They found it 
impossible to reconcile the artifice now practised upon 
them, with their idem of his Lordship's character.: 
They had heretofore r e ,ded  him ns a friendin whose 
honest and liberal principles they might securely trust 
the management of all that concerned the Colonies: 
bat here was a melancholy evidence before their eyes 
4 the insincerity of Ministerial professions. If  such 



, is the treatment which we are to receive from those 
who profess to be our friends, said they, what misery 
and oppression may we not expect, when the power 
shall fall into the hands of our open and avowed ene- 
mies.-But in justice to the character of Lord Chat- 
ham it must be observed, that he was not in Parlia- 
ment during any part of the time that these measures of 
Mr. Townsend were under discussion. T h e  state 
of his health was such as not only to detain him from his 
seat in tlie House, but to render him incapable of at- 
tending to ally of the duties of his high station. Aud it 
will be seen hereafter, that though IN was at the head 
6f the Administration, his opinion weighed but little 
with the men whom he had raised to power along 
with him. 

T h e  Right Honourable Mr. Charles Townsend, 
from whom all the troubles and commotions, that 
were now rapidly spreading through the Colonies, 
originated, did not live to witness their effects. H e  
died in September 1767, and was succeeded as Chan- 
cellor of tlie Exchequer by Frederick Lord North, 
a young nobleman who was then but little known iu 
the political world, but who will be found to make - 

a conspicuous figure iu the sequel of this history. 
Very soon afterwards Lord Chatham, disgusted with 
the corrupt influeuoe wllicli manifested itself in every 
act of the Court, and sick of the political rvorld, re- 
signed the Privy Seal, which was immediately put 
into tllc hands of the Earl  of Bristol. I t  was thouglit 
necessary about the same time, to create a new Of- 
fice-that of Secretary of State for the Colonies- 
which was given to Lord Hillsborougl~, a circum- 
stance whicli seemed to show that they were becom- 
ing a more important object of consideration than 
heretofore in the eyes of the Cabinet. 



In the mean time the Colonies were adopting all 
the peaceable means in their power, to show their sense 
of the wrongs heaped upon them, in the several laws 
lately passed, which like the ghosts of Banquo's pos- 
terity successively appeared b blast their prospects 
of happiness. Petitions, memorials, and remonstran- 
ces to the King and Parliament, and letters to the in- 
dividual friends of America, were addressecl from all 
the legislatures ; but the most favouruble reply wlricll 
any of them received was an exhol.tation to s~lffer wit11 
patience dntl in silence. T o  suffer tanlcly and with- 
out seeking redress, holvever, was not the character 
of the sturdy sons of freedom who then peopled the 
Colonies. They entered into tlie same kind of reso- I 

lutions of non-importation whose effects had been .so 
severely felt by tlie traders in England, under the 
Stamp Act. Bostoa, as before, was the first to take 
the lead. At a town meeting held in October it was 
voted that measures should he immediately taken to 
promote the establishment of domestick manufactories, 
by encouraging the consumption of all articles of Ame- 
rican manufacture. They also agreed to purchase no 
articles of foreign growth or manufacture, but such as . 
were absolutely indispensable. Mr. Otis endeavour- 
ed to combat the passage of these resolutious without 
effect. They  were made known to the neighbouring 
towns and concilrred in by large majorities. 

New York and Philadelphia soon followed the ex- 
ample of Boston; and in a short time the merchants 
themselves entered into associations to iruport nothing 
from Great Britain but articles that necessity requir- 
ed. 

Early in the succeeding year 1768 the 1,egislatnrc 
of Massachusetts resolved upon aclrlres.hng a ci~~czrlnr 
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, letter to the Legislatures of their sister Colonies. In 
this they communicate what had beeu done by them- 

( ,  selves, and ask cooperation, assistance and advice as 
to the measures that may be further necessary to pro- 
cure relief. The letter wrts filled with expressions of 
loyalty, and confidence that the King \voulcl graciously 
listell to the complaints of hi8 subjects. Most of the 
Colonial Assemblies replied to this circular in terms 
of approbation, and expressed their readiness to nuite 
as well in what had been done, as in whatever might 
he further proposed for their common security and 
welfare. 

. This spirit of union among the Colonies was greatly 
animated and encouraged by a series of Essays in r 
Philadelphia paper, under the title of "Letters from a 
farmer in Pennsylvania to the inhabitants of the Bri- 
tish Colonies." In these letters, the rights of the Co- 
lonies were ably defended and most eloquently main- 
tained. They were read and republished in every 
Colony; and so warm was the admiration wbich they 
excitcd in Boston, that the people of the town met and 

. voted a letter of thanks to their patriotick, enlighten- 
ed and noble spirited author, John Dickinson, Es- 
quire--a name then, and since, dear to every Ameri- 
can heart. 

Oovernour Bernard lost no time in transmitting to 
the new Secretary for the Colonies, in his usual style 
nf t - x n z ~ c r n f  ion. infol-nlntion of the proceeding of the 
\ r 1--1r 1111grtf~ firqi~lntilrr.-Hc qavc his Lordship 
1 1  t o r  cfrrctfintl. fhnt tlte resolr~fio~l rnl1ic.11 Save birth to 

i *1(f .1 .  hntl hcen obtained 1 ) ~  ~ozfair means, 
> I I ~ I  ' 1  c.nnf~.n iV!r to t h ~  i*rnl soitse of the House 
- 1  I I 7 1  if 11:t f I  I,cot rnrrircl Iby a large majo- 

A I:, y l i c d  immctlinte\p Co the Oov- 
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ernour's communidon, and dirwted him to repi re  
of the Legislature, in his Majesty's name, forthwith 
to rescind that resolution under penalty of being dig- 
solved. T o  the other Gl-overnoura he addressed a note 
calling upon them to prevent their several Assemblies 
from taking any notice of the Massachusetts Circular, 
and ordering them also, in the event of their Assem- 
blies proving refractor:, to dissolve them. 

Lord Hillsborough knew but little ef the people 
over whose destinies he was'set to preside, when he 
supposed that measures of such violence would pro- 
duce a happy result. If he had recurred to the history 
of former years, his Lordship might have seen that 
he had to deal with a people proud and independent, 
as the people of his native island, ready to sacrifice 
much to persuasive kindness, but inflexible to compul- 
sion.-When therefore, the letter of Lord Hillsbo- 
rough was communicated to the Legislature of Massa- 
chusetts by their haughty and imperious Governour, 
they replied with a spirit and fmnness worthy of the 
patriots of New England-that even if they were to 
allow themselves to be made responsible for the Acts 
of a fomner House, it was impossible to rescind a re- 
solution which his excellency could not but know 
had already been carried into full effect, and now ex- 
isted as an historical fact. "If, (said they,) as is mast 
probable, by the word rescinding is intended the pass- 
ing a vote in direct and express disapprobation of the 
measure taken by the former House as illegal, inflam- 
matory, and tending to promote unjustifiable combina- 
tions against his Majesty's peace, crown and dignity, 
we must take the liberty to testify and publickly de- 
clare that we take it to be the native, inherent, and 
indefeasible right of the subject, jointly and severally, 

YOI.. I. 1.5 
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to petition the Kingfqrtk re(1ress of grievances ; pro- 
vi4eJ always, that the same be done in a decent, dn- 
tiful, loyal and constitutional way, without tumult, 
disorder, and canfusion-if the votes of the House are 
to be controlled by the direction of a .Minister, we have 
left us but a vain semblance of liberty."-They con- . 
clude by informing his Excellency that they have 
voted not to rescitad the resolution; and to show him 
th& no unfair means wese used, of which they hnd 
been more than once accused; they state that on a 
ilivision of the question there were ninety two nays, 
and only seoendeen yeas. This amounted in fact to . 
an unanimous vote of the representatives of the peo- 
pie, as the seventeen who voted to comply with the 
Minister's demand, were the mere creatures of Gov- 
ernpent. The Assembly at the same time, ordered 
o letter to be addressed to Lord Hillsborough, in 
which they endeavaurecl to undeceive his Lordship, 
with regard to the manner in which the former two- 
lrttinn lint1 been obtaiuctl. 

I l ~ ~ r i r l q  tllr dcl*alc on the motion to rescind, Mr. 
:ld 011 lnatly previous occasions, shown 
lie R dispos i t i~~ i  to sul~mit to all the im- 

, I 111114 111 the Parliament. ,111cl wllo had constantly 
II?!II l!iinq' likc resistance to their authority, 

-r11 l ~ i c  clinnqe of opinion, and in an elo- 
-',., ' --rrl t l ~ n t  it nTns the Parliament of 

n t the C~oloninl Legislatures that 
i r  .lctq. 

.o~ri .  \I ns irne lo his thl-eats, and on the 
trtions, lle appeared in the House 
semhly tlissnlred. The Govern- 

~ x t  Ilnd approved the pro- 
in like nlanner ilissolved 
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their Assemblies on their refusing to comply with the 
orders of Lord Hillsborough. 

The effect of these violent measures was to dra* 
closer the bonds of union among th-eople, and tb ren- 
der their resistance more stubborn and effectual. As- 
sociations not to import the articles upon which du- 
ties had heen laid, became general. Committeed *ere 
established in all the Colonies to guard against in- 
fringements of the rules by which their associa;tions . 
were bound. The people every where nobly resolv- 
ed to suffer any privations rathe, than submit to the 
&gradation of payins duties upon fareign drticles. 
Once more the looms were set to work--once more it 
became the pride of fashion to appear in domestick 
apparel; and once more the delicate question of Co- 
lonial dependence and connexion, became a subject 
of investigation in numerous-pnliticsl Clubs. 

Thus did the narrow and shortsighted pdliticiane 
who composed the British Cabinet, while they fancied 
that they were reducing the Calonies to humble sub- 
mission, excite them to the discussion bf questions in- 
finitely mure impoptant, than ten times the mount of 
revenue far which they were so pertinaciously contend- 
ing. I t  wad nattrral that the Colonies should be led 
to inquire irrta the nature and extent of their allegiance 
fa the parent country-that they s h d l d  bb led to look 
at the nature rind end uf all government, and by seeing 
Hs necdsary limitaiion, to see the neceseiq bf limit- 
ing the Parliamentary authokitj. uvh the Colonies- 
If our loyalty ta the Ring mist he called in questian, 
(they argued,) whenever we refirm to surrender om. 
chartered rights at the ILrbitraty command of a btihis- 
terial ty~ant-if we can iteither petition for relief, not 
remonstrate against oppression, when our dearest pri- 

?- 
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vileges are invaded, without incurring the displeasure 
of his Majesty, and the odious imputation of disaffec- 
tion' to his government-does it not become a duty , 
which we owe to ourselves and to posterity to vettist ! 

Such were the sentiments that now spread fromBos- 
ton to the remotest part of the Colonies. While tlle 
irritation of the pnblick mind was at the highest in Bos- 
ton, fresh fuel was added to the flame by the seizure 
of Mr.  Hancock'c's Sloop Liberty, for the violation of 
the revenue laws. The popularity of the owner, who 
was one of the most active friends of the people, ad- 
ded to the abhorrence already felt for the officers of the 
Custom&, and the whole board of Commissioners, com- 
bined to give a character of outrage to this seizure iu 
the minds of the people, whicli led to an alarming ri- 
ot. I t  is probable if the Custom House Officers had 
shown less suspicion nf the people, no riot would have 
followed the. seizure : but under the idea that the sloop 
would not be safe at the wharf under the custody of 
one of their officers, they had solicited aid from the 
ship of war which lay in the harbour, the master of 
which very injudiciously ordered the sloop to be cut 
from her fastenings and brought under the guns of his 
ship. I t  was to prevent this removal of the sloop that 
tbe mob collected-many of the Officers were severe- 
ly wounded in the scuae, and the mob being baffled 
in their attempts to retain the sloop at the wharf, re- 
paired to the holises of the Collector, Comptroller, and 
other officers of the Customs, where they committed 
many acts of violence and injury to their property. 
This riotous clisposition continued for several days, 
during which the Commissioners applied to tlle Go- 
vernour for assistance, but his Excellency, not being 
able to protect them, advised them to remove from Bos- 
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ton. They did so ; and retired, first on board the Rom- 
ney man of war, and then to Castle William. 

T h e  Legislature which was then in session, appoint- 
ed a Committee to inquire into the state of the Pro- 
vince, and among other things into the circumstsncen 
of this riot. After extenuating the conduct of the ri- 
oters by the enumeration of every subject of provoca- 
tion, they recommended a Resolution ' 6  that thoug1;ll 
the extraonlinay circumstances of the seizure may ex- 
tenuate the crimindittj, yet being of a very criminal 
natrire, and of dangerous consequence, the two Houses 
declare their ntter abhorrence and detestation of them, 
and resolve that the Governour be desired to direct th: 
Attorney-General to prosecute all persons concernel 
in the said riot, and that a proclamation be issued, of- 
fering a reward for making discovery, so as that tbe 
rioters and abettors may be brought to condign pun- 
ishment." This  msolution seemed to come from t h  
Legwlature as an act of policy, and not as an evidence 
of their desire to punish the rioters-for they well 
knew that no grand jury could be found to Icy bills ~f 
indictment against them. The  whole blame of the 
tramaction was thrown upon the Commissioners then- 
selves, who were formally accused by the Connci1,in 
a letter to Lori1 Hillsborough, of having seized thr. 
8 h p  with the express design of raising a disturb an:^. 
They furthcr assured his Lordship, that the Cammi$- 
h e r s  had quitted the town without necessity, and hacl 
titus raisecl an unfounded imputation against the peace- 

I orderly conduct of his Majesty's loyal sub- 
Boston. 

the Commissioners, bis Honour the Lieutenant 
nour, and his Excellency the Governour all told 
:rent story-They severally wrote to the of- 
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ficers commanding his Majesty's military and naval 
forces, and to the Ministry, representing in aggravat- 
cd colours the rebellions temper of the people, and 
strongly urging the necessity of having regular troups 
in Boston tu e~force obedience to the laws. The Oo- 
vernour, in particular, dilated largely on the factious 
character of his people, and dalared that the civil au- 
thority was too weak and incompetent to preserve or- 
der. 

I n  consequence of these wpesentationa, as it was 
falsely alleged by the Ministry, Lord Hillsborongh 
wrote to General Gage, two ddgs before the seizure 
aas made and at least a month before he could have 
teard of it, to signify his Majesty's pleasure that at 
least one regiment should be sent to Boston to assist 
the magistrates in the presematwn of peace, and the 
board of Commissioners in the executim of the reve- 

' me laws. Lord Hillsborough, therefore, must have 
foreswn the opposition which would be made to the 
d~ties, and the troops were sent not to quell the riots, 
bat to awe the people into quiet eubmission-not in 
parsuance of the complaints of the Commissioners of 
tr~de, but in obedience to the heated sugg~ewtions of 
that political firebrand Governour Bernard. 

As soon as the people of Bocrton received intelli- 
gcwe that the Government had it in contemplation to 
send an armed force into their town and harbour, a 
meeting was held, and a committee appointed to wait 
upon the Governour, and request him to convoke the 
Assembly. But he refused to do so under pretence 
that his Majesty's sanction was necessary. This re- 
ply being communicated to the town meeting, it was 
immediately determined, that the Select Men should 
be instructed to propose to all the towns of the Pro- 
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vince, to appoint deputies to meet in genefal conven- 
tion at franeuil Hall, in Boston, on the 2ad of Sep- 
tember. They further voted that those people who 
had no arms, should be advised forthwith to furnish 
themselves, as there was an apprehension in the minds 
of many of an approaching wav with France. 

Nearly all the towns in the Province agreed to the 
proposal of Boston, and appointed deputies, who met 
at the time and place w e e d  upon. Their delibera- 
tions were conducted with the utmost order mid de- 
oorum; they passed some rbsolutions evincing g e a t  
moderation, and calling upon the people to suppress 
all riotous and disorderly attempts to evade the laws. 
They published amanifesto of their reasons for assem- 
bling, and of the nature of their proceedings, in which 
they c l i sc lhed  every thing like legislative authority, 
and then peaceably dissolved themselves. Mr. Otis, 
and Mr. Samuel ddams, were both of this convention, 
and both laboured without effect to introduce some 
more spirited Resolves-the convention being com- 
posed, for the most part, of deputies who had been sent 
for the very purpose of curbing the warmth of the Bos- 
tonians. 

I t  was no doubt in consequence of the advice whiclr - 
the Bostonians had given to the people of the Pro- 
vince to provide themselves with arms, under the pre- 
tence of an expected French war, that the report was 
spread of their intending to oppose the landing of the 
troops--and to this report was owing the g e a t  parade 
with which the troops were landed. S e ~ e r a l  large 
ships of war, frigates, and other armed vessels were 
stretched across the harbour in order of bombardment, 
and two regiments, instead of one as at first contem- 
plated, .were landed under cover of their guns, with 



t% AMERICAN REVOLUTION. 

bayonets fixed, drums beating, and every other ma& 
of an expected battle. N o  opposition however, wm 
made to them, contrary no doubt to the hopes and 
wishes of the Oovernour, the Minister, and all the 
enemies of American freedom, who desired nothing 
so much as an excuse 'fur firing upon the inhabitants 
of Boston, at the present moment, that they might 
crush their growing spirit in its birth. 

As there were not barracks for the accommo~tion 
of all the troops, the Governour was applied to by the 
commanding officer to furnish quarters in the town- 
and very imprudently, not to say unjustifiably, this 
Magistrate gave them possession of Faneuil Hall, the 
place at which all the town meetings were wont to be  
held, and of the Town-house, in which the General 
Court, the Council, and most of the town and Colo- , 

nial officers had their apartments. 
T h e  Governour having thus quartered the troops, 

without the concurrence, and indeed against the au- 
thority, of the Council, next applied to them to fur- 
nish provisions for the soldiery, agreeably to the Act 
of Parliament for that purpose-l~ut  the Council re- 
solutely refused. This refusal of the Council to sub- 
mit to the requisitions of the Act of Parliament, was 
ascribed by his honour Mr. Hutchinson, to the illflu- 
ence of Mr. James Bowdoin, who of course received 
the honourable distinction of being enrolled on the list 
of govermental proscriptions. 

T h e  uneasiness occasioned by the mere circumstance 
of having troops sent to the harbour of Boston, was 
nothing compared to that which the people felt, at the 
unwarrantable license with which the Governour had 
given them possession of their two publick houses. 
The  lower story of the Town-house had been used by 
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the merchants as an Exchange-from which they were 
now excluded-it was with dif3culty that the citizens 
could even pass along the street in which this house 
stood-the main guard of the Regiment was stationecl 
within a few feet of it, and the street in front wlrs oc- 
cupied by pieces of artillery pointed at the h u e .  
Quarrels continually occurred between the citizens 
and the soldiers, which sometimes ended in blood, and 
always increased the animosities already existing. 

As the most effectual means of obtaining a redress 
of the gievances under which they were now labour- 
ing, the merchants of Boston proposed a general non- 

. 

importation agreement, and wrote to the merchants of 
New York and Philadelphia to cooperate with them. 
They had experienced the good effects of such an 
agreement under the Stamp Act, and they wisely con- 
cluded that nothing but a blow at the interests of the 
English merchants and manufacturers, could induce 
the English Ministry to listen to their complaints. 
T h e  merchants of New York readily entered into the 
aggeement; but tliose of Philadelphia preferred ad- 
dressings memorial to their mercantile friends in Lon- 
don, with a view to obtain their mediation with the 
government, from whom they thought it w s t  prudent 
to solicit relief before they resorted to the expedient 
of joining in a non-importation agreement. T h e  mer- 
chants of Connecticut and Salem soon united with 
those of Boston and New York. 

When the respectful memorial of the philadelphis 
merchants reached their friends in London, they hast- 
ened to lay it before the proper authority, and to join 
in the prayer for redress; but the answer of the Min- 
istry was, that however inexpedient they might t h h k  
the Act imposing the duties complained of, Y B ~  such 

VOL. I .  16 . . 
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had been the unjustifiable conduct ofaome i n  Jmerica, 
that they could not think of a repeal at the present 
juncture. T h e  receipt of this answer at once deter- 
mined the Philadelphians, and they lost no time in 
sending notice to the other n~erchants of their concur- 
rence in the non-importation agreement. Of this they 
thought it advisable to give illformation to their cor- 
respondents in London, which they did in a letter fro~n 
which the following just and sensible remarks are 
extracted. "I t  would become persons in power, say 
they, to consider'whether even the unjustifiable be- 
haviour of those who think themselves aggrieved, will 
justify a perseverance in a matter coufessed to be 
wrong. Certain it is, that the wisdom of government 
is better manifested, its honour, and authority better 
maintained and supported, by correcting the errours 
it may have committed, than by persisting in them, 
and thereby risking the loss of the subjects' affections. 
W e  are apprehensive that persons in power are great- 
l y  abused, and that the people of America have been 
grossly misrepresented, otherwise the steps which they 
have taken to obtain redress, could never be leaked, 
upon as threats. Threats they never intended ; but 
as a11 tho ~ m e r i c a i  Colonies were equally affected, 
it was thought that their joint petitions would have 
more weight; and for this end the several assemblies 
communicated their sentiments to each other. This  
step, to the inexpressible surprise of all America, is 

- represented as "a flagitious attempt, a measure of a 
most dangerous and factious tendency, &c. &c." T h e  
dissolution of Assemblies that followed, and the mea- 

. sures pursued to enforce the Acts in America, awak- 
ened the fears, and exasperated the minds of the peo- 
ple to a very great degree. They therefore determin- 
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cd not only to clefeat the intent of the Acts, by refrain- 
ing from the use of those articles on which duties were , 
laid, hut to put a stop to importations of goods from 
Great Britain. This is the only threat we know of 
and if this is su5cient to engage the Ministry to op- 
pose a repeal of the Acts, we apprehend the Ministry 
must, by &change of measures, endeavour to regain . 
the affections of the people, before they can be induc- 
ed to alter their determinations. 

"The  Americans consider themselves as British ' - 
subjech, entitled to all the rishts and privileges of 
freemen. They think there can be no liberty with- 
out a security of property ; and that there can be no 
property, if any can, without their consent, deprive 
them of the hard-earned fruits of their labour. They 
know that they have no choice in the election of the 
members of Parliament ; and from their situation ne- 
ver can have any. Every act of Parliament therefore, 
that is made for raising a revenue in America, is in 
their opinion, depriving them of their property without 
their consent, and consequently is an invasion of their 
liberty. 
'6 If then the acts cannot be repealed while the Min- . 

istry objects, and if to remove the objections, the Ame- 
ricans must give up their sentiments, we most candid- 
ly confess we have little hopes of a repeal ever taking 
place; much less is it to be expected, that the mer- 
chants will presume to petition Parliament on the prin- 
ciples of inexpediency only, when every Assembly on 
the Continent is applying for a repeal on the principle 
of right.  

Happy had it been tor both countries if the idea of 
taxes in America had never been started ; however, if . 

the acts complained of are repealed, and no other of 
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the like nature are attempted hereafter, the present un- 
happy jealousies will, we believe, quickly subside, 
and the people of both countries, in a short time, re- 
turn to their usual good humour, confidence and a8cc- 
tion." 

I t  is inconceivable how little the Ministry seemed 
to understand the true interests of the Kingdom in re- 
gard to the American Colonies. They had certainly 
made a sumcient number of experiments to prove to 
persons less blind than themselves, that the Colonies 
were not to be intimidated into a surrender of any of 
their rights or privileges-that they could neither be 
inveigled by art&, nor compellecl by threats, to ac- 
knowledge the right of Parliament to abridge a single' 
liberty which their Charters were given to secure to 
them. And yet they persisted in every measure which 
could tend to alienate their &dons ,  destroy their al- 
legiance, and widen the breach which former attempts 
of a similar nature had created, and which a contra- 
ry policy might have healed. If upon the humbleand 
respectful petitions of their American subjects, they 
relaxed one chord of the chain with which it mas their 
ob,ject to fetter them, tlwy follo\vetl the gracious intlul- 
gence 117 drawinq tighter tht? otlierq. Onc act of con- 
clescen~ion never failrcl to l~r ing~- i t l t i t  another of more 
darinq n.;nrpstion. Schen~r nfter srllrme for raising a 
r c r en~  1nic.c: nrn sirely ntloptecl 
~ n r l  a1 ncwr mr, : nrtnxlly sl)cllt 
in snnllqrl I , I I ~  . ~mrnflr -lllq.lll~~~. ta~-zaCf1er- 
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was concurred in by the Commons, was made to his 
,Majesty, in which they expressed their satisfpctioa 
in the measures which had been pursued by his Ma- 

I jest)-, and assured him that they would e$ectuolly sup- 
I port him in any other measures that might be thought 

necessary to maiotain his authority in the Colonies-- 
they concluded with beseeching his Majesty to direct 
the Governour of ~Iassachusetts 6' to take the most ef- 
fectual methods for procuring the fullest information, 
touching all treasons OP misprisions of treasons comnut- 
ted within the government, since the 30th day of De- 
cembev 1767 ; and to transmit the same together with 
tlie names o f  the persons n-;lo n-ere most :,r+ivc in :!~e 
cnmmis~ion of ~ n c h  offencec, to one of the Secretaries 
of State. in order that his -\la,iesty miqht issue n cpe- 

commi~~inn .  for inclniriitq of. hearinq and deter- 
n: thr  paid oFences 7rif'rin the j*eaI?n of Grent 
(!in. pnrc!~.snt to the provisions; of the statute of the 
of Klnq r ieurp  the 8tll.'' 

rrp inrlretl was a tlenth-blow aimecl at tlie 1il)ert:- 
nr I lir C'oloni~r. treaclinq upon tlic heels of the 3 l i n -  
i ~ t ~ r '  sr to repeal tlie act for 1 a ~ i n q  certain clu- 

r firc. it 7rn.s petition~c? ,for on the ground q f  
Here was a 1)ald nutl~ority to the micc- 

f t l ~ e  $end w-110 presitlctl over JIWS~RCIIII- 
7 1 1 1  tlie a s l l ~ r  of (lppnrtecl years, ant1 kin- 

lifr. the smothel-~c1 spark of trrason. An 
rnxc!e hp x fern of the m e n ~ h e t ~  wlio Ilatl 

I , - +  :\I I s r r ~ c ( ~  of jr~stice, to arrest tlic p a s s q e  of' 

KC. 1n1t i t  urns onsi1ccc~4ul. His 

i 1-iser~ were too numerous. 
i t 1  1 , l . k ~ i l : l i ~ ~ ~ ~  of . \ l a ~ c n r . i ~ i ~ ~ e t f s  mns not in c e ~ s i o i ~  

1 its acc.nml)ani- 
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ses of I7irginia which.niet in a few days afterwards, 
were not tardy in expressing their sense of it fn a 
string of resolutions, which set forth, after a declara- 
tion of their exclusice right to tax their constituents 
nnd to petition tlie Sovereign either separately or con- 
jointly with the other Colonies-'6 that all trials for 
treason, or for any crime whatsoever committed in  that 
colony, ought to be before his Majesty's Courts with- 
i n  the said Colony; and that the seizing any person 
residing in tlie said Colony, suspected of any crime 
wliatsoevei* committed therein, and sencling such per- 
sons beyond the sea to be tried, was highly derogatory 
to the m'ghts of British subjecte."-These resolutions 
were agreed to in a Committee of the whole, report- 
ed to the House, considered and adopted, with closed 
doors, so great was the apprehension that the Govern- 
our would hear of them and dissolve the House, before 
they could be passed through the requisite forms-nor 
mas the apprehension without grounds, for this was 
scarcely done when the Governour, who had heard of 
them from some busy informer, summonecl the House 
to appear before him, and addressed them in these 
words : '6 Mr. Speaker, and gentlemen of the House 
of Representatives, I have heard of your Resolve.s, 
and augur ill of their effects ; you have made it my du- 
ty to dissolve you, and you are accordingly clissolv- 
ed." 

Tlie Assemblies of North Carolina, and of South 
Carolina followed the example of Virginia, and shar- 
ed the same fate. They were dissolved ; but losing 
 one of the feelings of patriots by being thus reduced 
to tbe level of private citizens, those gentlemen who 
l~acl composed the Assembly, both in Virginia and 
North Carolinn, held meetings ancl entered into unani- 
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ject to the obnoxious duties. T h e  gentlemen and mer- 
chants of Mary land entered into a similar association- 
T h e  people of Georgia, Providence Plantation, and 
Rhode island; successively joined in the agreement. 
Portsmouth, in New Hampshire, was now the only 
~ea-port  town, of which the inhabitants had not agreed 
to the non-importation association. And so vigilantly 
were the members of these associations watched by 
their several Committees, tllat it now became impossi- 
ble to transgress without risking the loss of property, 
repl~tation and perhaps life itself. 

T h e  General Court of Massachusetts was at length 
convened on the 31st of May, .not having beell before 
called together by the Governour since his memorable 
dissolution of it, for refusing to rescind their resolution 
touching the Circular letter. Their first act was to re- 
monstrate to his Excellency against the propriety of 
sitting to.deliberate.on the affairs of the Colony, sur- 
rounded as they were by his Majesty's Sea and Land 
forces-and to express their expectations that his Ex- 
cellency would, w his .Majesty's representative, give 
orders for the removal of the sa ibfo l~es  out of the port, 
and beyond the gates of the city during their session. 
T o  this his Excellency replied, that he had no autho- 
rity over his Majesty's ships or his troops ; and the 
House with a proper pride and respect for themselves, 
declared, that as the forces of his Majesty were ack- 
nowledged to be uncontrollable by any authority in 
the Province, and their power of course absotute, they 
would decline doing any business at the point of the 
bayonet. His Excellency &en adjourned them ta 
Cambridge ; and in his accustomed conciliatory tem- 
per, made his first advances to them there, by requir- 
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i n g  them to provide funds for paying the expenserr of 
qtiurtering his 3fajesty's troops. As he might have 
foreseen, they paid no attention to his message, but 
passed a number of resolutioi~s similar to those of Vir- 
ginia, declaring the sending an armed force into the 
Colony to be 6' highly clangerous to the people, unpre- 
cedented and unconstitutional." In  a few days the Go- 
vernour's message was repeated, concerning provision 
for the troops-The House positively refused to ap- 
propriate any funds for the purpose, and his Excel- 
lency prorogued them to the next gear; but not before 
he had given them a hint of his recall, nor time enough 
to prevedt them from petitioning his Majesty, with 
the most fervent sincerity, that he might never again 
be sent to rule over them. 

Before we clismiss Governour Bernard from our 
further consideration, and while be is fresh before us 
with the blushing honours of a Barolletcy just bestowed 
upon him by his grateful Sovereign, it may serve .to 
throw some light upon the course of policy pursued by 
Great Britain towards her American Colonies, to give 
a short sketch of his official character. He  was a slave 
to his King of the most laborious and unshaken fidel- 
i ty:  but to his injudicious, rash, and intemperate 
exercise of the power eatrusted to him, more than to 
any other uncombined cause, did the King owe the 
loss of his Colonies, and the Colonies their emanci- 
pation from the most galling despotism. H e  was 
loyal to his Bovereign, not because he thought loyalty 
a virtue, but because it raised him to rank and emolu- 
ment,-Thus he hated the Americans, not that they 
were vicious, disloyal, or licentious, but that they 
Irere astute enough to discern the true principles of 
his conduct. H e  commenced his government under a 
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system of mean and contemptible espionage, and 
found himself compelled to maintain it by fraud and 
deception. Having in the outset misunderstood and 
misrepresented the character of the Americans, it be- 
came his interest to foment discord and disturbance, 
that his sagacity might not he questioned at home. 
The humblest petitions of the people, he regarded as 
seditious discontent, and their most respectful remon- 
strances as open rebellion. He knew that the King 
had, on more than one occasion since his accession to 
the throne, manifested his dislike of the sturdy spirit 
of the Americans, ancl it became his study to foster 
and to feed this unnatural prejudice by every species 
of misrepresentation, exaggeration, and falsehood. 
T o  flatter the enmity of his master towards the Ame- 
ricans, which like a faithful servant he had imbibed 
in its fullest force, he did not hesitate to recommend, 
in contempt of royal faith, the alteration, and even 
total abolition of the Colouial Charters, as the easiest 
and shortest method of reducing the stubborn Colo- 
nists to unconditional submission. Proud and impe- 
rious in his deportment; sour, morose and surly 
in his temper; haughty and unyielding in his dis- 
position, he lived eleven years in America, without 
having made a friend, and left it without creating a 
sigh of regret, even from those who had been his most 
intimate associates. The  cletestation of all good men 
pursued him to England, where he was hunted from 
society as a rtclirty factious scoundrel,)' and where lie 
spent the remnant of his days, despised and hated, by 
the very men to whom only he had proved honest and 
faithful. 

The  rigid observance of the non-importation agree- 
ment, which had now become general throughout the 
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Colonies, at length began to produce its intended ef- 
fect in England. T h e  merchants and manufacturers 
of Great Britain began once more to feel the pressure 
of those clifficulties' which had shut up their shops, 
during the existence of the Stamp Act. T o  their pe- 
titions and complaints the Ministers found tliemselves 
compelled to listen with more complacency than to the 
solicitations of tlieir more distant subjects ; and before 
the close of the session of 1769 an attempt was made 
in Parliament to procure the repeal of the duties. 
Capricious, imbecile, nncl undecided in all their Co- 
lonial policy, the Ministry knew not how to act. They 
were clesirous of relieving the enlbarrassment of the 
English merchants, and they had no ob~ection to take 
off a part of the burden which pressed so heavily up011 
the Colonies. But they were afraid lest in rloing this 
they might be suspected of having relinquished their 
scheme of taxation, or having yielded a right wliiclt 
they were determined at all hazards to maintain. His 
Majesty prorogued the Parliament before any decisioll 
was made ; but Lord Hillsborough, a few da~s~af te r -  
wards addressed a Circular to tlie several Colonial 
Governours, in which he declared it to be the inten- 
tion of his Majesty's Jblinisters, at the next  session of 
Parliament, to propose taking off the duties upon glass, 
paper, and painters colours, (pi-posely omitting the 
article of tea, with which the fire of the Revolution 
was afterwards kindled,) on consideration of such du- 
ties having been laid contrary tu the trzte principles 
of commerce. T h e  Secretary concluded his letter 
by assuring the Governours that his ?dajesty i f  relied 
upon their prudence and fidelity, to make such an ex- 
planation of his Majesty's measures, as would tend 
to remove prejudices, and to reestablish mutual confi- 



dence. and affection between the Mother Country and 
the Colonies." 

I n  obedience to these instructions, and in that spirit 
of conciliation which had marked every oacial act of 
the excellerit man at thc head of tlie Colony of Vir- 
ginia, when Govcrnour Bottetoult col~municated this 
letter of the Secretary, to the House of Burgesses, lie 
thus pledged himself for tlie performance of his Majes- 
ty's promises.-6' I t  may possibly be objected, that as 
his ~ i ? j e s t ~ ' s  present Administration are not immortal, 
their successors may be inclined to attempt to undo 
wl~rtt tlic present Ministers shall have attempted to 
perform, and to that objection f can ,give but this an- 
swer, that it is my firm opinion that the plan I have sta- 
ted to you will certainly take place, that it will never 
be departed from ; ancl so determiuecl am I for ever 
to abide hy it, that I will be content to be declared in- 
fainous, if I do not to the last hour of my life; at all 
times, in all places, and upon all occasions, exert 
every power, with which f either am, or ever shall be 
legally invested, in order to obtain ancl maintain for 
the continent of America, that satisfaction which 1 
have been authorised to promise this day, by the con- 
fidential servants of our gracious Sovereign, who to 
my certain knowledge, rates his honour so high, that 
he mo1iEd ratherpart  with his Crown, than preserve 
i t  by deceit." 

Nothing could be stronger than this assurance-no 
words could more clearly evince the devotion of this 
amiable Governour to his Sovereign, or at the same time 
more forcibly portray his affection for the people over 
whom he presided. T h e  House of Burgesses felt ancl 
acknowledged the oincerity of his pledge, while they 
failed to experience the same confidence in his Majes- 
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ty or his confidential servants. They replied, how- 
ever, in a manner whicli could not but be acceptable to 
the Governour, and assured him of the joy they felt 
at his communication, and their firm reliance on the 
truth and justice of their Sovereign. 

The  Circular letter of the Secretary, though i t  was 
received in all the Colonies, as an advance towards 
reconciliation, on the part of the English Cabinet, did 
not produce entire satisfaction in any. By making the 
proposed repeal a matter of commercial eqed iency;  
it w-a# evident that the great ground of conteation and 
dispute would be left untouched; and that it was still 
the intention of Parliament to coutend for the right of 
taxation, at some future period. The merchants, tliere- 
fore, however they were disposed to participate in the 
good humour which seemed to be partially restored 
by the promises held out, were still determined to per- 
severe in the non-importation agi-eement; and at a 
publick meeting held at Boston they unanimously vot- 
ed that the proposed repeal would by no means relieve 
their trade from the embarrassments and restrictiono 
under which it laboured. 

The  sentiments of the people, generally, at the pre- 
sent period, cannot be better portrayed than in the 
following letter from the Committee of Philadelphia 
merchants, to their correspondents in  ond don. 'rile 
Committee was composed of some of tho mostrespecta- 
ble men in the Province, and their influence both at 
home and in England, was at least equal to that of the 
Legislative Assembly. Their letter is dated the 25th 
af November 1769, and runs thus :--((Though we are 
not favoukxl with an answer ta our letter of the 8th of 
-1pril Iwt. yc! ns the libert!yof ,frrterica is  at stake, 
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and the minds of the people here are much agitated, 
and as the continuation of the unhappy dispute be- 
tween the Parliament and the Colonies must not only 
affect your and our interest but the general interest 
and happiness of both countries, we think it our d u t ~  
to apply to you again, and earnestly request you would 
use your best endeavours with those in the -4dminis- 
tration, to restore tranquillity, and reestablish the Co- 
lonies in the enjoyment of their ancient rights and pri- 
vileges. W e  are very sensible that the prosperity of 
the Colonies depends upon their union and connexion 
with Great Britain. I n  this sentiment all the Ame- 
ricans concur, yet they cannot bring themselves to think, 

'that for this reason they ought to be divested of liber- 
ty and property. Yet this must be the case, if the Par- 
liament can make laws te bind the Colonies in all ca- 
ses \vhatever--can levy taxes upon them without their 
consent, dispose of the revenues thus raised without 
their consent, multiply officers at pleasure, and assign 
them fees to be paid without, ~ i a y  contrary to and in 
direct r io la t io~  of Aclp of .4ssembly regularly passed 
by the Colonies and approved by the crown--can en- 
large the power of admiralty courts, divert the usual 
channels of justice, deprive the Colonists of trials b r  
jury of their own countrymen, in short break down 
the barriers which their forefathers have erected 
against arbitrary power, and enforce their edicts by 
fleets and armies. T o  such a system of government 
the Americans cannot tamely submit ; not from an im- 
patience of subordination, a spirit of independence, 
or want of loyalty to their King ; for in a quiet submis- 
sion to just government, in zeal, affection, and attach- 
ment to their King, the people of the Colonies dare 
to vie with any of the best of their fellow-sul~jects; but 
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from an innate love of liberty and the British constitu- 
tion. 
 in our last we intimated our fears that the Minis- 

try were greatly abused, and the people of America , 

grossly misrepres~nted, by some who did not wish 
well either to Great Britain or the Colonies. T h e  let- 
ters of one of our American Governours (Bernard) and 
the memorials of a board lately erected among us, not 
to mention other documents laid before the publick, 
evince that our fears were but too well grounded. Prom 
these it is apparent, that every sly art has been used 
to incense the Ministry against the Colonies ; every 
argimcnt tllnt malice could invent has been urged to 
induce them to overturn the ancient foundation of lib- 
erty. Nay, to compass their base ends, they have de- 
clared in express terms, and taken uncommon pains 
to make. the Ministry believe, that '6 there has been 
a long concerted and extensive plan of resistance to 
the authority of Great Britain in all the Provinces, and 
that a seizure made at Boston had hastened the peo- 
ple there to the commission of actual violence sooner 
than mas intended." 

6' In justice to the Province where we reside, and 
indeed to all America, r e  beg leave to assure you, 
that such representations are without any just foun- 
dation, and that nothing can be a greater deviation 
from truth. Though at the same time we confess, 
that the ends accomplished by these and such like in- 
famous slanders and vile arts, have given a general 
alarm, ant1 causecl a u~~iversal uneasiness in the minds 
of the Americans. They now see a rod of power 
held over their heads ; they begin to feel the severi- 
ties of a Court, that by its late enlarged jurisdiction 
is empowered to break in upon the proceedings of the 
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common law courts ; and they have anxious fears for 
1, the existence of their Assemblies, which they consider 

as their last and only bulwark against arbitrary power. 
For if, say they, laws can be: made, money levied, gov- 
ernment supported, and justice administered without 

I the interventioli of Assemblies, of what use can they 
be? They are no essential member of the constitu- 
tion. And being useless and unessential, is there not 
reason to fear they will quickly become disagreeable 
and then be wholly laid aside.? Ancl when that hap- 
pens, what security have 1ve.for freedom, or what re- 

, mains for the Colonists but the most abject elavery? 
LrThese are not the reasonings of politicians, but 

the sentiments and the language of the people in ge- 
neral. For with great truth we may say, in no coun- 
try is the love of liberty more deeply rooted, or the 
knowledge of the rights inherent to freemen more ge- 
nerally diffused, and the principles of freedom and 
government better understood than among the British 
American Colonies. 

66 For this reason we think ourselves ohlised to in- 
form you, that though the merchants have confined 
their G e m e n t s  to the repeal of the Act laying a 
dnty on tea, paper, glass, kc. je t  nothing less than a. 
repeal of all the revenue Acts, and puttin4 things on 
I 'I+. =ame l*ootin; t l~ry Irere before the late innova- 
tinnc. can or n ill cnticfy the minds of the people. 
T'IP @rrts anrl armirc ma? overawe our towns; admj- 
r1'1:- r o r ~ r t j  and 1)oard- d commissions, with their 
-7'- r T  ~t le r l inqs .  may by a riwrous execution 
I * . p 3  

? 
. o n ~ f i t r ~ i i o n ~ \  Acts, rurn our commerce, 

q - 1 '  -..nc or - 1 m r r i r a  of little use to the people of Bn- 
farmer is a freeholder, the spi- 

mil. and every attempt to direst 
I 
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them of the privileges of freemen, must be attended 
with consequences injurious to the ~o lon ie s  and the 
Motller Country. 

"In a matter of so great importance you will ex- 
cuse this freedom. W e  consider the merchants here and 
in England, as the links of the chain that binds both 
countries together. They are deeply concernect in pre- 
eerking the union and connexion.-Whatever tends to 
alienate the affections of the Colonists, or to make 
them averse to the customs, fashions, and manufac- 
tures of Britain hurts their interest. While some there- 
fore, from ambitious views and sinister motives, are 
labouring to widen the breach, wre whose private in- 
terest is happily connected with the union, or which is 
the same, with the peace and prosperity of both conn- 
tries, may be allowed to plead for an end to these un- 
happy disputes; and that by a repeal of the offensive 
Acts, the cause of jealousy anct uneasiness may be 
removed, tranquillity restored, harmony and mutual 
affection reestablished, and trade return to its usual 
channel." 



CHAPTER VI. 

St& offlairs in Englund-liu$edual opposition o f  the fticnds 
of Jmericn to the .Ministry-Lord .U&h succeeds the D*lrc of 
& o f t . n ~ r s p ~ m ~ j ~  - a i d y o r h  
+repeal of tkh Port-BtWcs -Riot at 
E e s t o n b t h a c c a t k c G b l d i r r s a n d R o ~ ~ o f ~  
people Lilladby the Wiers-&r. Hutchinaon re fuw to mnoac 
the troops from Bostnn-Funernl pomp at the burid of those kill- 
&Liberty Pdes erected in  Neur P i d d l y  of Mizma- 
duscftsuntt..laudd CwnbridgoTIuir rewndrwu on account 
Of &Trial o j  Corptaia Preston and hia & ~ & o n o r r c r b l e  
~rmdard of&. -¶dims and Xr.  @tiney-.W. Huichinsoa d e  
Qmmmur and Gzptain G m a L a f a i r  of the Gaspee at Rho& 
Ieb&lnstrrctions of the totcn of Peteraham to their cmrstitu- 
mts-Gwmal feeling of the people on the first mensum of 
Lord JWrth's Bdninistration. 

WE $1111 now be obliged for a few moments, to turn 
w attention b affairs in England. The Parliament 
met on the 9th of.January 1770. The Earl of Chat- 
hm, who had been so long detained from publick 
duties by ill health, whose mind had suffered almost as 
much ae his body, and who had been long looked upon 
4s &ad to the world, now made his appearance- 
his bealth unexpectedly restored, and his intellec- 
tual faculties completely renovated. On the usual 
motion for an address to the Throne, this illustrious 
Stateaman arose, and after declaring thatnothing but 
the present alarmimg state of the nation, could have 
bought him from his ietirement bowing as he was 
d e r  the weight of idumities, he lamented in his 
wal enmgetick manner, ',those unhappy meusures 
which had alienated the Colonies from the Mother 
-try, lsnd which had driven them intO excesses he 
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cduld not justify. ' 6  But said he, such is my partiality 
for America, that I am disposed to make allowance 
even for these excesses. T h e  discontents of three 
millions of people deserve consideration : the founda- 
tion of those discontents ought to be remowd." 

His L o d h i p  concluded his speech by moving au 
amendment to the Address, pledging the House to 
take into their speedy and serious consideration, the 
causes of the discontents which now distracted every 
part of his Majesty's Empire. Hut the amendment 
was negativecl by a large majority, 

On the RRd of January another attempt was made 
to come at the object of his Lordehip, which proved 
more successhl. The  Marquis of Rockingham in- 
troduced the subject, in the followillg clear, concise, 
spirited and independent manner. H e  said, "that 
the present unhappy condition of affairs, and the uni- 
versal discontents of the peeple, did not arise from 
any immediate temporary cause, but had grown upon 
the nation by degreesfrom the moment of his Majesty's 
accession to the throne : that a total change had the11 
taked place in the old system of English Government, 
and a new maxim adopted fatal to the liberties of the 
country, viz. that the royal prerogative alone was 
sufficient to support government to whatever hands 
the administration should be committed. The opera- 
tion of this principle (said his Lordship) can be traced 
through every act of government during the present 
reign, in which his Majesty's secret advisers could be 
supposed to have any influence. H e  recommended 
therefore strongly to their Lordships to $fi;r: an early 
day for taking into consideration the state of the coun- 
try, in all its relations and dependencies, foreign, 
provincial aaod domestick, for we had been injured in 
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them d. That  consideration, he trusted, would 
lead their ~ o r d s h i k s  to advise the Drown, not only 
how to correct past errours, but how to establish a sys- 
tem of government more wise, more permanent, better 
suited to the genius of the people, and consistent with 
the spirit of the Constitution." T h e  noble Lord was 
seconded in this motion by the Duke of Orafton.. Lord 
Chatham again arose on this occasion, and after de- 
claring that his grace had anticipated him, he said, 
that '6 his infirmities must fall heavy on him indeed, 
if he did not attend his duty in the House thot day 
-he said that he wished his avowed approbation of 
the motion now made, to be understood as a publick 
demonstration of tlie co~dia l  union that now subsisted 
between the noble .Marquis and himself. There was 
indeed a time, (said he) when those who wished well 
to neither, found a sutEcient gratification for their ma- 
lignity against both. But the noble Lord and his 
friends, are now united witb me and mine, lipon a 
principle which, I trust, mill be found as permanent 
as it is honourable;--not to ahare the emoluments af 
the State, but, if possible, to save itfrom impexding 
ruin." 

Before the day fixed upon for this important enquiry, 
the Duke of Grafton, resigned the ofece of First Lord 
Commissioner of the Treasury, and was succeeded by 
Lord N o ~ t h ,  then Chancellor of the Exchequer, who 
thus becamo the head of an Administration, which 
from that time to tlie close of the American Itevolu- 
tion directed the destinies of Great Britain, ant1 by 
their errours and follies,' reduced her mighty ~ m ~ i r e  
in the West  to the barren pos~esaion of the two Ca- 
nada~ .  



The avowed c a s e  of the Duke of OiaS&h7s unex- 
pected resignation was the d i e s a l  of his 001leqpe 
Lord Camden, from whom the Great Seal had' beeh 
most u-usly taken, in consequence of hie Bav- 
ing voted with Lord 'Uhathm on his a m e h e n t  b 
the Address. 

One of the first ads of Lord North's ILdai6batioO 
wss a motion for the repeal of the port duties of 1767, 
with the exception of the duty en tea, which his Lord- 
ehip expressv declared, he desired te keep en aa aa 
aasertion of the saprenacy of the Parliament. In  vaiu 
it wae contended that the resewation of tbb single 
article would keep up the contention, wGoh it was 
so desirable to allay-that after giving wp Chc pmspect 
of a revenue from the Colonies, it was absurd and 

- impolitick to persevere in the assertion of an abstract 
claim of right, wlich if attempted in any mede to be 
carried into practice, would produce ndh5ng but civil 
diecord, and inkminable opposition--that in &art if 
nothing more was meant by this emiasion of the tea . # 

in the repeal, than the mere declaration of Parliamen- 
tary Supremacy, the law already in existence, under 
the title of the Declatoy act, was abundantly sul8- 
cient for that purpose, and that the Americaa had 

- hitherto silently aoquiesced in that law. 
T o  all these arguments Lord North replied, in the 

following strain of ~upercilious insult-'6 Has the re- 
peal of the Stamp Act taught the ~mericahs obedi- 
ence? Has our lenity inspired them with moderation? 
Clan it be proper, while they deny w e  legal power to' 
tax them, to acquiesce in the argument of illegdity? 
and, hy the rcpeal of the whole law, to give up that 
power? No ! the properest time to exert our right to 
taxation in  when the right is refused. T o  temporize 



is to yield; and the authority of the Mother country, 
if i t  is now unsupported, will in reality be relinquisl- 
ed for ever. A total repeal (he contiaued,) cannot be 
h g h !  of, $dl d ~ e n ' 0 a  i8 PHQSTRATE A T  OUR FEET. 

-Thus did this new Minister, even while Ile profess- 
ed to be making a concession to the Colonies, insult 
them with a threat of his future vengeance-and thus 
did he tireat their pretentionw t~ exemption, at the nlo- 
memt that he was offering a measure for the a ~ o w e d  
purpose of regaining their affections. 

While tbese things were passing in England; the 
Colonies perhaps would haveeajoyed something like u 
calm, conknt ing~ruse lves  with the dservance of their 
mu-importation qrcement, but for the coutinunnce of. 
his Ma$styse amed forces in the knllhur and town 
of h t w .  I t  wae impossible for fhe people not to feel 
c o a t i n u a l ~  at t l ~  presmceof the soldiery, with 
whom they came in contact at every hour of the day, 
and at every comer of the streets. A knowledge fiat 
t h y  were placed there for tk purpose of keeping the 
citizens in awe, servecl too to render these soldiers, 
ss well as their d c e r s ,  overbearing and insolent 
npan all occasions. l[f this cause of offence had beea 
removed, (as it would have been, some months before, 
bad any other man than Bernard been at the head of 
#e government,) it is more than probable, the people 
would soon have for,..dCen .the causes which brought 
#em there, and like their fellow-citizens of the other. 
monies,  have settled down into a state of calm and 
iraaquiii ty . 

Bat the temper of the patriotick citizens of Boston 
was f&r kept in a state of excitement, by the ma- 
chinations of heir  Lieutenant Oovernour, 3Ir. Hutch- 
ins, now acting ae the Chief Magistrate, and who 
vaa but little behind his predecessor, in enmity to the 
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Americans. He attempted to promote on association 
with some of thc richest merchants,in opposition to the 
non-importntion agreement; and though his scheme 
failed of success, the knowledge of it tended to create 
distress and jealousies, and produced assemblies of 
the people, that led to serious consequences. At one 
of these meetings it was determined to send back to 
England all the good3 which had been imported* 
decision in which the mob had much more to do than 
t11e owners of the goods, though.it was said to be a 
volunta~y act. While the merchants of Boston, how- 
ever, or the people, wem thus vigilant and strict in the 
observance of their agreement, the merchants of New- 
port, and of New York had been brought to consent 
to import. This produced a clamour at Boston and at 
Philadelphia, and recriminations on the part of New 
York-the nierchants of whom asserted, that, notwith- 
standing their boast of fidelity to the association, tlla 
Bostonians had never ceased to make large imporh- 
tions, But this, though partially true, could be no ex- 
cnse for the defection of New york, nor would it have 
been offered, but that the government had so contriv- 
ed as to get a majority of its friends into the New 
York association. 

Thus were dai rv  situated when on the %d of March 
a .quarrel occurred between a soldier and a man em- 
ployed at Mr. Gray's rope-wnlk. The  provocation was 
@van by tho citizen, and a scufEe ensued which ended 
in tlre defeat of the soldier, who soon after collwted a 
number of his comrades, and the d r a y  became gene- 
ral 11etwcc.n them nud the rope makers. This was 
cnorlgh to stir up tho whole body of the citizens, who 
dcterminc.tl to try theirstlwngtb in a pitched battle with 
tho eoldicrs. Tlic 5th of the month was fixed upon 
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for the trial-d between seven ,and eight o'clock in 
the evening a few persons, chiefly bop,  collectecl and 
began to ring the .bells. This mob was gradually en- 
creased to about one hundred, who,after p i n g  to se- 
r e k l  of the barracks and endeavouring in v,dn t a  pro- 
voke the soldiers to battle, at last dctermiked upon at- 
tacking the guard, stationed at the Custom House. 
Thitl~er therefore they repaired, and by pelting the 
soldiers with snow-halls, stones and ice, ancl using at 
the same time every provocation by meaus of insultiug 
language, sevenof the eight who composed the guard, 
were induced to 0re. By their discharges three of the 
assailants were killed and several dangerously wound- 
ed.-The mob now dispersed, spreading the news in 
every direction-the bells were again rung, the alarm 
of "fire" was given-the drums were beat and the ci- 
tizens every where called 6' to arms."-In a short time 
several thousands of the citizens were assembled, and 
a dreadful scene of blood would have ensued, but for 
the promises and assurances of Mr. Hutchinson, that 
the &air should be settled to their satisfaction in the 
morning. The morning came, and with it a still larg- 
er collection of the people, with ~ r .  Samm1 Bdams 
md Mr. Royal Tyler at their head. They demanded 
in peremptory terms of the Lieutenant Governour, that 
the troops should be immediately removed from the 
town. Bat this worthy successour of Bernard was so 
fearful of doing any thing that should offend the 
,&try, that be absolutely refused to give the order for 
their removal, though the commanding officer stood by 
h assure him of his readiness to obey the order. The  
Council was kept in session until night awaiting his 
decision-Uommittees were twice sent from the amem- 
blcd citizen-rging, imploring, threatening, to no 



purpose. I n  vain he was told by Mr. Tyler, that the 
men at present assembled, were not such as had for- 
merly pulled d o m  hk house-that they were the best 
people in the town, men who were determined, at dZ 
hazards, toeffect the removal of the troops. Mr. Hutch- 
inson was immoveable, and but that 8elfwas the mov- 
ing spring of his conduct, ha might be applauded for 
his firmness. But he would wit11 equal indifference 
have seen the streete flowing with the blood of his fel- 
low citizens, sooner than have stirred a foot beyond 
his hopes of promotion. His Majesty might upbraid 
him with deserting his cause, if he listened to that of 
the people. 

The consequences of his obstinacy would undoubt- 
edly soon have become terrible, if Mr. Hutchinson had I 

not at length been frightened into compliance, by be- 
ing told that he must either consent, or quit the Pro- 
vince.-The people can surely not be condemned for 
precipitation or violence, when it is known that they 
waited with patience to receive their redress from the 
hands of their first Magistrate for nearly twenty four 

\ ]lours. Indeed it is hardly possible to conceive more 
patient forbearance tlinn \vas shew11 on this occasion. 
Hnd they been the turbulent and factious set which it 
was the constant practice of their Governours to re- 
present them to be, the streets woulclt have been 
drerichecl in blood, while his excellency w h  debating 
liow best to escape the censure of the Ministers.- 
The  promise to remove the troops quieted the people 
and they returned to their homes. 

The men who had been killed were buried in ona 
vanlt, with every mark of fi~neral pomp and military 
parade. During tho procession the shope were shut, 
and the bells of Bosston and the adj~ining towns of 
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Cbarlestown and Roxbury continned to toll.Thue were 
the feelings of the people expressed for the mcsreacrcr 
of their fellow- citizens. 

In  the Province ef New-York similar scenes were 
transacted. The  Liberty poles erectsd by the citizen8 
were every where cut down by the soldiers-quarrels 
ensued, and the outraged populace lost no opportunity 
of insulting and abusing his Majesty's troops. Nume- 
rous meetings were held, and the Assembly were pe- 
titioned to grant no more supplies to the troops-they 
promised compliance with the wishes of the people, 
and deceived them. This produced several publica- 
tions, ia which the Assembly were accused of having 
betrayed the inhubitants of the city and Colony of New- 
York. . The  Assembly voted tliese papers reditiors 
Zi)eCs and offered rewards for the discovery of the au- 
thors. The printer was frightened into a dieclosure 
of the name of Hi-. ~ ~ D o u g d l ,  who was arrested and 
amebtted to jail. Of this gentleman we shall pre- 
sently have to speak again. A meeting, consisting of 
1400 inhabitsnte, was soon after held, at which it was 
almost Mlanimously determined to instruct their repre- 
scntstivee in the Assembly not to pay the supplies de- 
d e d  for the troops. The l d e r s  of this meeting 
were brought up before the Assembly ; but being found 
to be men of influence and respectability they were 
dismissed without punishment. 

On the 8ist of May of this year, the Assembly of 
Massachusetts waa convened by Oovernour Hutchin- 
eon, at Cambridge. The House decided by a large 
majority, that they would enter upon no bminess at 
Cambridge, remonstrated against being convened rt 
u p l a c e ,  and voted it to be a g e d  grievance" to @it 

V O L  f i 9 



any where but at Boston. This  determined the Go- 
vernour to prorogue them, to the %st of July. 

Thus were affairs situated in the Colonies, when 
intelligence was received of the pdrtial repeal of the 
Port  duties. T h e  purposed reservation of the Tea, 
and the insolent declaration of Lord Sorth, were not 
calculated to still the tumult or to silence complaint. 
Indeed if there had been uo such avowal from the Mi- 
nister the partial repeal of the duties would not have 
been suficient to remove the apprehensions of the Co- 
lonists-at least in the Colonies of ~fassachusetta and 
New York, while they continued to be insulted by the 
presence of an armed force. N o  relaxation therefore wae 
made in the xlon importation agreement, as it regard- 
ed the article upon which the duty was retained, and 
scarcely a sensation of pleasure was excited hy this 
Act, which was considered as so condescending and 
conciliatory on the part of the Ministry. 

Tlie Massachusetts General Court again assembled 
at Cambridge, 01: the day of prurogation, hut persist- 
ed in their determination to enter upon no business, 
and declaring in their message to the Governour that 
the grievances and cruelties which had been brought 
upon them by the devices of the ~llinisters were too 
great to be much longer borne by the people. This  
message, and broad hint, however, had no other ef- 
fect upon the Goveruour, than to induce him to pro- 
rogue them a second time, to the 26th of September, 
to meet at the salne place. I t  is ditFicult to couceive 
what could have been the object which Mr. Hutch- 
inson hoped to gain, by obstinately continuing his op- 
position to the wishes of the Assembly to meet at Bos- ' 

toll. T h e  troops were now removed, from their quar- 
ters in town, to the Castle, and there could be no inore 
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danger of any hostile proceedings between them and 
the members at Boston, than at Cambridge. But the 
Governour was probably fearful of the influence which 
their presence and feelings might have on the trial of 
Captain Preston ant1 his men, which was now near 
at hand-if this really was his re'ason for refusing to 
convene them at Boston, his conduct cannot be consi- 
dered as so censurable. 

On the third meeting of the Assembly, the mem- 
bers despairing of being able to accomplish their' wish 
of removing to Boston, and finding that the publick 
exigencies required their attention to business, content- 
ed themselves with a p ~ n t e s t  against their being com- 
pelled to meet out of Boston and proceeded to busi- 
ness i19 usunl. T h e  Governour opened the Session 
by informing them that the garrison, in the pay of the 
Province, were to lie withdrawn from the Castle, by 
order of his Majesty and their places supplied with 
regular troops; and that he had orders to deliver up 
the fort to any officer whom General Gage should di- 
rect to take the command. T o  this the Assembly re- 
plied (' If the custody and government of the fortress 
are to be lodged with the military power, independ- 
ent of the supreme civil Magistrate within this juris- 
diction, it will be so essential an &Iteration of the 
Constitwtion that it cannot but justly alarm a free 
people." T h e  Governour afterwards disingenuously 
left them to understand, what was not the fact, that he 
still retained his authority over them. 

The  long talked of trial of Capbin Preston and the 
guard who firecl upon and killed three of the  citizen^ 
in March, now came on. I t  excited, as was natural, 
universal interesdthe moat inflammatory publica- 

. tions had been from time to time issued, setting forth 
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the conduct of the accused in the most horrible light 
--every means, wliick vengeance in its utmoot inge- 
nuity could suggest, had been used to excite the po- 
pular fury. Against all this, therefore, the jury had 
to arm themselves; and it is no small praise of them 
to say, that their h a t e  integrity was proof against 
all the euggestions of passion. They examined the 
evidence against the prisoners by the principles of eter- 
nal justice; and remembering the great precept of the 
Christian doctrine, they gave themselves a claim, by 
their honest and unprejudiced verdicts, to the admi- 
ration, esteem and gratitude of their country. Cap- 
tain Preston was honourably acquitted, and two only 
of tlre soldiers were convicted, not of murder, but of 
mandaughter. Nor ought we to p s s  over in s:l ence 
the conduct of the Coun4el for the prisoners on this 
ommion--John ddums atld Jo.&h Quincy. They 
had rendered tbkmselves conspicuous in the d i e s t  
atages of the Colrmial etruggle for freedom, by resist- 
ing the demands of the British Ministry under all their 
disguises. They had become popular; and they were 
aow to put that popularity to a aery test, by nnder- 
taking the defence of men in every sense odious to the 
people. But this consideration weighed nothing with 
these patriots, compared with their regard for the im- 
mutable principles of truth and justice-4 which they 
stood forth the honest and intrepid champions. And 
the result was not less honourable k, them, tern glto- 
rious to the great cause of the Coloaies, in  which they 
had embarked their talents, their zeal, a d  their iu0u- 
erne. It gave a character to the kind of resistance 
made by the Uoloniee, in direct contradiction of the 
faleehoods continually peured into the Ministerial ear 
--thrt none bat a fictioue mob o p p e d  the guvern- 
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mental decrees. The  issue of this trial offered evi- 
dence the most plenary and conclusive, that the pat- 
siotick and conscientious men who ranged themselves 
against the usurpations of the Ministry, were too 
noble minded to take advantage of the mad ebulli- 
tions of a mob-that they were guided by a solemn 
sense of duty to themselves, their country and their 
posterity, in struggling to maintain the sanctity of 
chartered rights. 

T h e  General Ccurt closed its session in Novem- 
ber, by prorogation, after having resolved among other 
things to promote industry and frugality, and to en- 
courage the use of dome8tick manufactures through- 
out the Province-and having appointed a 66 Commit- 
tee of Correspondence" to communicate with the agents 
in Great Britain, and with the Committees of the Co- 
lonies. 

The  Brst of these resolutions of the Massachusetts 
Assembly, namely, to discourage the use of foreign 
articles, had been adopted in consequence of a deter- 
mination of the merchants of Boston, made during 
their present session, by which they agreed to alter 
their non-importation agreement, and adopt the plan 
which had been for some time followed in New York 
and in Philadelphia. This plan embraced the import- 
ation of all the usual articles of trade, except tea, which 
it was unanimously agreed, should not be brought into 

, the country, unless it  cozild be smuggled. 
Early in the following year 1771, Mr. Hutchinson 

received from his Majesty the gracious gift of the ha- 
nours, after which he had been so long panting. He 
was appointed 66 Captain General and Commander in 
Chief over the Province," which glad tidings he com- 
municated, in due form, to the Assembly, at its meet- 
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ing in May. But that Body soured as they were by 
being still coml~elled to meet at Cambridge, very und 
civilly refused to pass any congratulatory compliments 
on the occasion to his Excellency. 

They were still further soured a few weeks after- 
wards by a message from his Excellency, in which he 
informed them, that he was forbidden by his Majesty's 
instructions "to give his assent to any Act subjecting 
the commissioners of the Customs, and other officers 
of the Crown, to be taxed by the usual assessors, for 
the profits of their commissions-and that they must 
therefore so qualify their tax bill." In their reply . 
to this message, the House firmly and indignantly told 
his Excellency that the7 knew of no Commission- 
ers of his Jfajesty's Customs, nor of any revenue his 
jllajpsty had n right to establish in North America. 
We know and feel (said they,) a tribute levied and 
extorted from those, who, if they have property, have 
a right to the absolute disposal of it." 

Much laupage but ill accorded with the Govern- 
OUI-'-'s higli notions uf prerogative and ministerial infal- 
libility. I t  wns not possible that there could be har- 
mouy ur cudiality between such a Governour as Mr. 
Hutchinuoa. lrirrl such men as then constituted the Le- 
giul~ture-thc session therefcm passed, as usual, in - 

col~stant s1)rrriags and recriminations, tile one side as 
unyicltliai; as tlio other was perverse. 

Nuthiag \vortl~y uf historical notice occurred during 
tho pwnsut year iu the other Colonies. The  merchants 
by thcir ngmemcnts had given a kind of sanction tq 
~lmu,gglieg, rut1 a few cases of violent resistance to the 
W I V ~ I ~ I F  olHcc.m wasionally occurred, in which tbe 
~~agintratru ~ 4 h r e d ,  \v hen called upon, to interpose 
tbrir uuthurity. 
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T h e  year iw2 brought with it many fresh obstacles 
to reconciliation, and many new sources of animosity 
and discord. Among the most important of tliese were 
the burning of his Majesty's revenue Cutter, the Gas- 
pee, at Rhode Island, and his Majesty's grant of sa- 
laries to the Governours and Judges of Massachusetts, 
thereby rendering them independent of the people. 

Wi th  regard to tlie first of these circumstances, the 
facts were briefly these. Lieutenant Duddington, who 
commanded the armed schooner Gaspee, had contriv- 
ed to render himself an object of universal detestation 
to the people of Rhode Island, by his extraordinary 
zeal and unnecessary severity in the execution of the 
revenue laws. On the 9th of June, as the Proridence 
packet was sailing into the harbour of flewport, un- 
suspected of any design to evade the revenue, with 
which only it was the Lieutenant's business to meddle, 
her master was peremptorily ordered to Eozcer his co- 
lours. H e  refused, and a shot was fired at him from , 

the schooner which immetliately made sail in chase. 
By some dexterous management on the part of the 
master of the packet, he led the schooner on (L shoal 
where she grounded, and remained fast. At niglit it 
was determined by a number of fishermen and others, 
headed by several respectable merchants of Provi- 
dence, that so good an opportunity of revenge should 
not be lost ; and they accordingly manned a number 
of whale boats in which they proceeded to tlie schoon- 
er, boarded, made tl~emselves masters of her, and then 
set her on fire. When the knowledge of this event 
came to the Governour, aremard ofJive hundredpounds 
was offered by Proclamation, for the cliscovery of tile 
offenders, and the royal pardon to those who would 
confess thair guilt. Commissioners were appointed 
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also ti investigate the offence and bring the perpetrat- 
ors to justice. But the Commissioners, after remainiag 
sometime in session, reported that they could obtain 
no evidence, and thus the affair terminated. I t  will 
serve to show the inviolable brotherhood which then 
united the people in one phalanx against the Govern- 
ment. In consequence ef this event an Act was pass- 
ed by the British Parliament making it a capital of- 
fence to destroy hie Majesty's ehips, ammunition or 
stores, and subjecting the offender, whether in Ame- 
rica or England, to be tried in any county in Great 
Britain, at the pleasure of his Majesty. But what 
are all the engines of opposition which tyranny can 
invent, to a people determined to be free. 

The other circumstance to which we have alluded, 
was the Governour's communication to the Assembly 
at their session in June, that hi8 a a j e a t y  had been 
pleased to make pornision fol* his support. The As- 
seiubly had been convened as before at Cambridge, 
but au~ a sort of counterpoise to the information contain- 
ed in his message, before they could reply to it, he 
adjourned them to meet at Boston. They lost no time 
hero in making known their opinions upon the sub- 
ject to his Excellency. They stated to him in their 
message, that the King's '6 making provision for his 
Excellency's support independent of the p t s  and 
A c l  of the General Assembly, and tb Gournour's 
receieing the same, is an infraction of the rights of 
the inhabitants granted by the royal charter." 

No usurpation or innovation ofthe British Minktry, 
not eveu the Stamp Act, gave greater discontent orex- 
cited mtm general resentment in Msssachusetts, thaa 
the plan for ~enderiug the Governour and the Jadgee 
independent of tk people, by salarie8 from tbe Crown. 
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I t  has always been regarded, and must always be re- 
garded, as one of the strongest bulwarks of the liber- 
ty of the people, to have a judiciary indepenclent of 
the Executive-It is indeed a principle of the British 
Constitution, and the attempt to subvert it, as it ap- 
plied to the Colonies, is only anotllcr proof of the ful- 
l y  and infatuation which marked every act of Lord 
North's most erroneous administration. This  it was 
that led tn the formation of Committees of Correspond- 
ence, in all the towns of Massachusetts, the important 
consequences of which soon began to manifest them- 
selves, both abroad and at home. Theyoriginated in 
the joint counsels of James Warren, of Plymouth, 
and Samuel $dams, of Boston. By them a town meet- 
ing was called early in November, by which a com- 
mittee was appointed to write to the other towns in the . 
Province and solicit their concurrence in the measure. 
Most of the towns soon united in the measures of Bos- 
ton, and the spirit ancl object of tliese Committees may 
be readily seen from the following report, made by one 
of them, to their constituents of IJeterdtam; W e  give 
this in preference to others, because it will be found 
to exhibit that union of religious and political enthu- 
eiasm, which forms at once the strongest bond, and 
communicates thc most powerful energy to action. 

"The town having received a circular letter from 
the town of Bosto~t, respecting !he present grievances 
and abominable oppressions under wliich this country 
groans, have therefore taken into their most serious 
consideration the present policy of the British goveru- 
mrnt and nrlwit~i.tt-ation, \vith regnrd to Great Britain, 
xnrl il1i.w !'l~!onict- : !lave c~rcfiilly r e v i ~ w o d  the mode 

ion ,  :) !!t1 t h v  cli~ality of the electors of the Com- 
+' l l r n  f i ~ l n ~ l r l  : ancl have also attentively reflect- 

20 
! 
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cd upon the enormous and growing influence of the 
crown, and that bahe of all free states, a standing ar- 
my in the time of peace ; and in consqquence thereof 
are fully confirmed in opinion, that the ancient right9 
of the nation are capitally invaded, and the greatest 
part of the most precious and established liberties of 
Englishmen utterly destroyed : And whereas the Yar- 
liament of Great Britain, by various statutes and acts, 
have unrighteously distressed our trade, denied and 
precluded us from setting up and carrying on manu- 
factures highly beneficial to the inhabitants of these 
territories ; restricted and prevented our lawful inter- . course and commerce with other states and kingdoms ; 
have also made laws and institutions touching the life 
and limb, in disherison of the ancieut common law of 
the land; and moreover have in tliese latter times, rob- 
bed and plundered the honest and laborious inhabit- 
ants of this extensive Continent of their property, by 
mere force and power ; and are now draining the peo- 
ple of the fruits of their toil, by thus raising a revenue 
from them, against the natural rights of man, and in 
open violation of the laws of God. 

66This town, in union with the worthy inhabitants 
of Boston, now think it their indispensable duty to 
consider of the premises and the present aspect of 
the times, and to take such steps as upon mature de- 
liberation are judged right and expedient : and here- 
upon this town 

(6 Resolved, That  witha Governour appointed from 
Great Britain (especially nt this day) during pleasure, 
with a large stipend, dependent upon the will of the 
Crown, and controlled by instructio~is from a British 
Minister of State, with a council subject to the nega- 
tive of such a Governow, and with ail officers, civil 
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and military, subject to IHS appointment or consent, 
with a castle in the hands of a standing army, station- 
ed in the very bowels of the land; and that amazing 
number of placemen and depelldants, with which every 
maritime town already swarms, no people can ever be 

. truly virtuous, free or brave : 
~~Resolved,  That the Parliament of Great Britain, 

usurping and exercising a legislative authority over, 
and extorting an unrighteous revenue from these Co- 
lonies, is against all divine and human laws. The  
late appointment of salaries to be paid to oursupe- 
rior court judges, whose creation, pay, and commis- 
sion, depend on mere will and pleasure, compietes a 
system of bondage equal to any fabricated by the com- 
bi'ned efforts of the ingenuity, malice, fraud and wick- 
edness of man : 

~ ~ ' ~ e s o l v e d ,  That  it is the opinion of this town, that 
a despotick, arbitrary governmeut, is the kingdom of 
this world, as set forth in the New Testament, and is 
diametrically opposite to the establishment of christi- 
anity in a society, and has a direct tendency to sink 
a people into a profound state of ignorance, and irre- 
ligion; and that, if we have an eye to our own and 
posterity's happiness (not only in this world, but the 
world to come) it is our duty to oppose such a gov- 
ernment : 

6' And further resolved, That  the depriving the 
Colonies of their constitutional rights, may be fitly 
compared to the dismembering the national body, 
which will soon affect the heart; and it would be no- 
thing unexpected for us to hear, that those very per- 
sons who have been so active in robbing the colonies of 
their constitutioual rights, have also delivered up the 
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constitution of our Mother Oountry into the hands of 
our King : 

(6 Therefore resolved, That it is the first and high- 
est social duty of this people, to consider of, and seek 
ways and means, for a speedy redress of these mighty 
grievances and intoleral~le wrongs : and that for the 
obtaining of this end, this people are warranted, by 
tlle laws of God, and nature, in the use of every rightful 
art and energy of policy, stratagem and force. 

6' And while we are thus under these awful frowns 
of divine Providence and involvecl as these people are 
in heavy calamities, which daily increase in number 
and severity, it is higlily becoming towns and indivi- 
duals to humble themselves before Almighty God, se- 
riously to commuue with their own hearts, and seek 
carefully with tears, for the causes of the prevailing 
distresses of the land; ancl while it is apparent, that 
pristine piety and purity of morals, have given place 
to infidelity, dissipation, luxury and gross corruption 
of morals, there is a loud call for humility, lamentings 
and reformation; and it is at this time eminently in- 
cumbent on one and all, to seek at tlle throne of tlle 
great God for those special and remarkable interpo- 
sitions of divine Providence, grace ancl mercy, which 
have so often saved New England from both publick 
and p~ivate distress and misery; and as there is great 
reason to believe, that in past times we have too much 
depended upon the exertions of worldly wisdom and 
political devices, it becomes us in our present melan- 
choly situation to rely no longer on an arm of flesh, 
but on the arm of that'all powerful God, who is able 
to unite the numerous inhabitants of this extensive ter- 
ritory, as a band of brothers in one common cause-- 
who can ewily give that true religion, which shall 



make us his people indeed; that spirit which shall fit 
us to endure temporal hardships for the procurement 
of future happiness ; that spirit of valour and irresist- 
able courage, which shall occasion our aged and our 
youth to jeopard their lives with joy, in the high pla- . 
ces of the field, for his name and service sake, for the 
preservation also of this goodly heritage of our fa- 
thers, for the sake of the living children of our loins, 
and the unbon; millions of posterity. 

46 W e  believe that there are very many, who in these 
days have kept their integrity and garments unspot- 
ted, and hope that God will deliver them andbur na- 
tion for their sake. God will not suffer this land 
where the gospel hat11 flourished, to become a slave of 
the world ; he will stir up witnesses of the truth ; and ' 
in his own time, spirit his people to stand up for his 
cause and deliver them. I n  a similar belief, the great 
&gemon Sydney, lived and died, and dying breath- 
ed a like sentiment and prophecy, touching his ow11 
and the then approaching times, a prophecy, however, 
not accomplished until a glorious resolution." 

These were the men whom Lord North qainly hop- 
ed to coerce. 
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Qperation of 1173- P i g i n i a  Resolves-Proceedings of tlw ~?Irn- 
sachusetts Jsembly-Discorey of a secret correspondence- 
Proceedings thereupon--Speech of X r .  Wed&rbu~-n--Tlte 
r a n g  refuses to remove Gwernour Huichinscm-East India 
h p a n y  send over their T e e m  ditwricans refuse to  hat* 
i t  landelGBurnittg of the Tea at Boston. 

W e  have now arrived at a most interesting period 
of our Revolutionary history. T h e  town Committees 
which had been established throughout the Province 
of Massachnsetts, by their free inquiries, and spirit- 
ed reports and resolutions, had arousecl the energiee 
of the whole'continrnt ; the greater part of which, from 
the absence of similar excitements, hacl hitherto only 
sympathised in the sufferings and oppressions, with- 
eut participating in the tumults and disorders, of t l~a t  
devoted Colony. Now, however, cil-cumstapces were 
developed, which proved, that though the means here- 
tofore adopted had borne more particularly upon the 
people of the Eastern Provinces; the system of theMi- 
nistry was intended ultimately to oppress the whole-- 
that forbearance was construed into fear, patience 
into submission; and that nothing short of the most 
abject slarery would content the merciless Counsel- 
lors, whose ruinous and detestable policy it was, to 
build up the prerogative of the Crown, by the demo- 
lition of the Constitution. All ranks and conditions of 
men now felt the necessity of steiuming the torrent 
of Ministerial vengeance; and even at this early 

'day, 1n3, the illustrious Patrick Henry, of Virgi- 
nia, prophecied the speedy independence of his coun- 
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Iry. That eminent orator and Statesman, had been 
accustomed to look deeply into the human character. 
He had studied his countrymen closely-he knew 
them well-and could predict tile extent of their f ~ r -  
bearance. I t  is a memorable and singular proof of his 
political foresight, that he predicted the declaration of 
ind&endence, with most of its attendant cil~cumetances, 
three years before the fact occurred. 

Almost at the same moment of the present year, 
the two assemblies of Massachusetts and Virginia, 
without any previous concert or correspondences 
fact which serves to show the unity of sentiment 
which now pervaded the people-passed a number of 
resolutions, recommending the appointment of a stand- 
ing committee of correspondence and inquiry, whose 
purpose will be best explained, in the language of the 
resolutions themselves. We copy those of Virginia, 
which were introduced into the House of Burgesses, 
in committee of the whole, on the 42th of March 1m3, 
by Mr. Dabney Carr, a young patriot of noble pro- 
mise, whose fate it was to be snatched from his friends 
m d  fellow labourers in the cause of his country, with- 
in a few weeks after giving this pledge of his future 
usefulness. 

t c  Whereas the minds of his Majesty's faithful sub- 
jects in this Colony have been much disturbed, by va- 
rious ruinours, and reports of proceedings, tending to 
deprive themaf their ancient, legal and constitutional 
rights : 
" And whereas the affairs of this Colony are fre- 

quently connected with those of Great Britain, as well 
as the neighbouring Colonies, which renders a com- 
munication of sentiment necessary; in order, there- 
fore, to remove the uneasiness, and to quiet the minds 
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of the people, as well as for the other good purposes 
above mentioned : 

66Be it resolved, that a standing committee of tor- 

. respondence and inquiry be appointed, to consist of 
eleven persons, to wit : the l~onourable Peyton Bun- 
dolph esquire, Ibbert  C. Apichola.s, Richard Bland, 
Richard H. Lee, Benjamii, Harrison, Edward Pen-  
dleton, Patrick Henry, Uztdley Digges, Dabney Carr, 
Brchibald Cary, and Thomas Jeferson, esquires, any 
six of whom to be a committee, whose business it shall 
be to obtain the most early and allthentick intelligence of 
all such acts and resolutions of the British Parliament 
or proceedings of adminstration as may relate to, or af- 
fect the British Colonies in America ; and to keep up 
and maintain a correspondence and communication 
with our sister Colonies, respecting these important 
considerations; and the result of such their proceed- 
ings, from time to time, to lay before this House. 

64Resolved, That  it be an instruction to the said 
committee that they do, without delay, inform them- 
selves particularly of the pri~~ciples and authority, on 
which was constituted a court of inquiry, said to have 
been lately held in Rhode Island, with powers to trans- 
port persons accuseil of offences committed in Ameri- 
ca, to places beyond the seas, to be tried. 

6cResolved, That  the Speaker of this House do 
transmit to the Speakers of the different Assemblies 
of the British Colonies on the Continent, copies of the 
said resolutions, and desire that they will lay the111 be- 
fore their respective Assemblies, and re,quest them to 
appoint some person or persons of their respective bo- 
dies, to communicate from time to time, with the said 
committee." 

These resoliltions mere passccl by the Housc with- 
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, out a dissenting voice, and immediately carried into ef- 
fect. 

It was at this period of publick excitement, when 
every nerve and every pulse were trembling with en- 
thusiasm, that Governour Hutchinson, the worthy in- 
strument of Lord North, in his message to the Massa- 
chusetts Assembly, touched upon the obnoxious sub- 
ject of Parliamentary stcpremacy, and the seditious 
nature of their town meetings. I t  was the evident de- 
sign and object of the Governour to excite the House 
to some measure of violence, but they were too cau- 
tious and guarded in their reply, to furnish any food to 
bis revengeful appetite, and his Excellency9s scheme 
was baffled. 

T h e  usual annual appropriations for the salaries of 
the Judges, formed another subject of dispute with the 
Governour-he refused to give his assent to the grants, 
on the plea of his Majesty's having been pleased to 
order the salaries of the judges-The Assembly per- 

' sisted and appealed to the judges, of whom they de- 
manded a categorical answer to the question, wheth- 
er they would, in violation of theconstitution and char- 
ter, consent to be paid by the Crown, or like faithful 
friends of freedom and the Province, continue to re- 
ceive their salaries from the Legislature ? Four of the 
judges gave satisfactory answers to this query, but 
Pe te r  Oliver, the Chief Justice, preferred the money 
of his Majesty; and articles of impeachment were 
forthwith drawn up against him by the Assembly, 
which, however, the Governour refused to sanction. 
Thus thwarted in their efforts to punish this refracto- . 

ry  judge, the House determined, as their only alternn- 
tive, to render both him and the Governour oclious to 
the people., and with this view passed the following 
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sarcastick resolution : 6' That  the House have done 
all that in their capacity of Representatives can be 
done for the removal of Peter Oliver; and i t  must be 
preszimed, that the Governour's refusal to take any 
measure therein, is becpusa k.e also receives his suppart 
from the Crown." 

An evidence of the sort of feeling which had been 
excited against his Excellency the Governour, and his 
train of Ministerial puppets, was soon given, in a re- 
solution entered into by a town meetiup of Boston, in- 
structing their Select men to refuse the use of Faneu- 
il Hall, for the purpose of the annual Election dinner, 
wlrich his Excellency ancl his friencls had been accus- 
iomed to enjoy, in that spacious and venerable temple 
of Liberty. 

In  the mean time the Legislatures of Connecticut, 
Xhode Island, fletcl-Hampshire, and &faryland, hav- 
ing received the I/i'~-ginia Resolves, had entered into 
their 01)ject and spirit with cordial concurrence, and 
given their assurances of support to the common cause. 

During the subsequent session of the Massachusetts 
Assembly-which seemed to be the centre of all ope- 
rations-a combination of singular and extraordinary 
circ~imstances brought to light a discovery that added 
ten fold wrath to the fury already raging in that Pro- 
vince, againat his Excellency Mr. Hutchinson. Dr. 
Frankliu, the Colonial Agent, had (by some means 
wlrich have never been disclosed,) possessed himself 
of the contidential correspondence of JMr. Hutchinson, 
.TIT. Oliver, and several others of the King's most zea- . 

lons partizans with their friends in England. I n  these 
letters, the sentiments of the writers were expressed 
without restraint, and were such as might be expected 
to flow from men, who in their whole publick conduct 
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had evinced nothing but the most implacable resent- 
ment and prejudices against the people of their Colo- 
ny. By these letters it was seen, that to tho sugges- 
tions of the writers might be attributed some of the 
most obnoxious measures of the Ministry-particular- 
ly that of making the Governour and Judges indapend- 
~ n t  bf the people. Tbe two gentlemen mentioned, had 
not scrupled to propose an alteration of the Charter, 
and the institution of an Order of Patricians-they 
had further hinted at the expediency of 66 tuking 08)' 
some of the '6 ~ . @ n a l  incendiaries."-These letters 
were transmitted by Doctor Frankliu, toMr. Bowdoin, 
of Boston, with a request that he would comruunicat~ 
their contents to a few only of his w e t  trusty fm'ends- 
and in this lies much of the myetery attached to the 
ntunner in which these letters were obtained, and the 
use intended to be made of them : for 1)octor Prank- 
lin, ('m a subsequent communication to the publick, 
which his sense of propriety led him to make for. t l~e  
purpose of removing suspicion from otl~eru,) says that 
he wns prompted by a sense of duty " t~ transmit them 
to h& unrstituentt?.?? Bat neither .Mr. Bowdoin, nor 
ibe gedhmeu to whom Mr. Bowdoiu was requevted 
to amnnnicate them, were the Doctor's C ' ~ m t i t ~ -  
&,'' in the only sense in which hi6 purity of moralw 
would allow him to use the term, as he was the L' Agent 
aft8eHoneeof Etep~esentatives.?~-We must trust that 
the reader e-ll h d  en excuse for this digression, h 
the extraMdinary nature of the whole aEcLir. 

It was hardy possible for the coahts of the let- 
ters to long a secret-they became a sut~ject 
of c o e v e d n ,  md Mr. &mw1 .ldum, who n as 
too mu& a friend of the people to screen their ene- 
nrias from &&tion, at length made a forrual conm u - 
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nication of' them to the Assembly. T h e  feelings of 
that Body, on the disclosure, were kindled to the ut- 
most intensity of wrath and indignation. They in- 
stantly andunanimously resolved '' That the tendency 
and design of the said letters were to overthrow the 
Constitution of thie Government, and to introduce ar- 
bitrary power into the Province." Their next step 
was to petition the King 6' to remove the Governour 
Hutchinson, and the Lieutenant Goveruour Oliver, 
for ever from the government of the Province." This 
petition was voted by 82  out of 94! voices, so few friends 
had these 6' incendiaries" in the house of Assembly. 

Their petition was immediately transmitted to their 
Agent, Doctor Franklin, and delivered by him t o h r d  
Dartmouth, (who had succeedecl the Earl  of Hillsbo- 

I rough as Secretary for the Colonies, in the autumn of 
$772,) a nobleman of great probity, and of friendly 
feelings towards the Americans. .But lljs Lordship 
was not permitted to decide upon the Petition-his 
Majesty signified his pleasure that it should be laid 
before him in  Council: and when it came under con- 
sideration, Doctor Franklin, as the Agent of the Pro- 
vince, was summoned to support it. 

On this occasion, Mr. Wedderburn, (afterwards 
Chancellor of Great Britain, with the title of Lord 
Loughborough,) appeared before the Council, in be- 
half of the two Governours. T h e  license which he 
was permitted to use in that capacity, led him beyond 
any thing which was ever, before or since, heard in 
the presence of a King and Council, or of any dig- 
nified Assembly. But his violations of decorum, his 
rude, unprovoked, unmerited insults to the venera- 
ble philosopher and patriot who stood before him, his 

' 
malicious insinuations, and bitter invectives against 
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the whole Continent of America, we must presume, 
were highly acceptable to his Majesty, or the orator 
would have been stopped in his insolent career. This 
ie a part of what he said on that memorable occasion- 

I it deserves to stand on record, as an everlasting mo- 
nqment of the temper and taste of the "ICing's most 
excellent ,Majesty," and the patient forbearance of the 
noble Lords who s~irrouniletl lrim in Council. 

'6 Dr. Franklin, (said ,Mr. Xreclclerl)urn,) stands in 
the liqht of the$rst mozqPr ant1 prime conductor of thiq 
rvI101e confriunnce against his Bfqjest-y's tw-o Govern- 
ours : and havin~,  by the help of his own specinl con- 
fident~ and party leaders, first maife tlie Assemhly l ~ i n  
Aqent in carrying on his own secret designs, he now 
appears hefore your Lord~hips to give the Jinishiitg 

P to the work of his own Ilancls. How these let- 
ame into possession of any one hut the right own- 
s n myster?/for Dr. F~wnklin to explain. Yo~ir 
ships know the train of mischiefs mliicli followed 
concenlment. After they liad been left for five 

months to llare their full operation, at length comes out 
a I~tter, which it is impossihle to read witliout I~orronr, 
espi.cssive of the coolest and niost d~liberate inn7ez.o- - 

3T-y Lords. what poetick f ction only had penned 
~e hreast of a crzlel Gfricnn, Dr. Fmnklin has 
:ed and transciibed from his ozcn-His too is the 

Znnga. 

now : 

-JCno~a then 'ttttns 
J roi.-rd t h ~  I~tter, Jdispowd the picturr : 

(/, I d~spised,  nnd I dcstro!l?- 
f, 11 (1 I pprnrs before your Lordships, 7rrt1pped 

' 1.1, ) v r ~ , ~ ~ l ) l e  secrocjy, to support a clrarge against 
i Govrrnonr and 1,ietitenant Gorernonr, 
I lmt  your l,ortlsl~ips shonld aclvise the 
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punishing them on account of certain letters, which he 
zm'U not produce, and which he dares not tell how ho 
obtained. These are the lessons taught in Dr. Frank- 
lin's school ofpoliticks. With regard to his Gonstitu- 
cuts, the factious leaders a t  Boston, who make this 
complaint against their Governours, if the relating of 
their evil doings be criminal, and tending to alienate 
his Majesty's affectiona, must not the doing of them be 
much more so? Yet now they ask that his Majesty 
will gratify and reward them for doing these thinge, 
and that he will punish their Governours for relating 
them, because they are so very bad that it cannot but 
offend his Majesty to hear of them."-Doctor Frank- 
lin bore all this with the calmness of philosophick in- 
d i f f e r e n c ~ b u t  as he was leaving the Chamber, he 
whispered in the ear of the Attorney General this pro- 
phetick threatr"1 will make your Master a little 
King for this." 

I t  can hardly be necessary to atid that those who 
could listen to .Mr. Wedderbum, were not likely to 
listen to the suggestions of justice or sound policy- 
it was determined a few days afterward8 t~ tha t  the 
ptition in question was founded upon false and emu- 
neoua aWegatimts, and that the same ie g~oundless, 
vexatious, and scandalow, and calculated only for the . 
seditious purposes of keeping up a spirit of clamour 
and discontent in the Province." His Majesty was 
therefore pleased to d r  order the said petition of the As- 
sembly of Massachusetts to be dismissed.7)-This was 
the political wisdom which guided the helm of the Bri- 
tish Government at that day, and which distinguished 
it for many succeelling years ! 

W e  are now to relate an event of much hi#er im- 
portance, a n ~ l  of much more serious and general con- 
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- sequences-an event, which the wisest and'most ex- 
perienced statesmen of England, had predicted to Lord 
North, and which could not but have been foreseen by 
that Minister, blind, infatuated, perverse, and pre- 
judiced as he was. 

It \ill be recollected by the reader, that when Lord 
North, as one of the first adsof  his wretched admin- 
istration, m o ~ e d  for the repeal of the Port  duties, he 
omitted to include the duty on TEA, for the avowed 
purpose of maintaining the suprenzacy of the British 
Parliament, and their vight to impose a tar upon the 
Colonies. The  non-importation agreement of the Ame- 
ricans, (particularly as it regarded this article,) which 
succeeded the Act of Parliament, had been so rigor- 
oriclv enforced, thnt tlic E'~nst Inrlin C'ontpnny began to 

r serious inconveuicncc from the nccumulation of 
stock ; and wit11 n view to regain the advantages 
e American marltct, they propo~etl to the Minis- 
o pay do~thle the amozrnt of the American import 
, if lie wor~lcl consrnt to rcpenl the Act. Wheth- 
e disputc 'with tlie Colonies woultl have terminat- 
r tl~iq proposal of the Company lind heen accept- 
llnst perlinps he regarcled :IS very problematical. 
q11t tlouhtlcss linve been so mnnascd, as to leave 
~ p r c ~ ~ i o n  on tlie minds of the Americans, that a 
*rncc to their feelings inducccl the repeal, and thus 
;~.nnnds of their resistance might liaveheen remov- 
-11ilr the revenue of t l ~ c  Kinq suffered noloss-But 
I. !)lain thnt an nugnlentntion of the revenue was 

plot I -ter7s object, ant1 tliat lie mra9 desirous to 
;;I I , ) (  ic: semhl~nce of concessinn to the strong 
c'_r r l l n ~ r ~ ~ ~ ~ +  of' the Colonies, whose entire subjection to 

of Pnrlinmcnt, weighed more with him, 
~ntnqes n.llicllrnightie gainedto theking- 

I 1 1  I ncl profits of tlieir unfettered commerce. . Y. Y 

r 
01qlt1zed 11) U C ~ C ~ ~ ~ C  
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Whatever were the reasons of the Ministar, the offer 
of the East Znctia Company remained unaccepted, un- 
til the whole progress of the negotiation became known 
to the Americans, and until a long series of other griev- 
ances had awakened that daring and independent spi- 
rit, which we have faintly endeavoured to portray. 

When the Act at length passed, allowing the Com- 
pany to export their teas, free of duty, they seemed 
determined to make up for previous loss of time, by 
emptying the whole contents of their ovedowing ware- 
houses, upon the American shores. S i x  hundred chest8 
were shipped to Boston, and a like quantity to New- 
York, Philadelphia, Charleston, and the other large 
cities of the Continent, which the Company flatter- 
ed themselves the Americans would receive without 
scruple. But the latter were no sooner apprized of 
the shipment, than they concerted measurea to frus- 
trate, what they regarded as a mere trick of tl~eoMinis- 
try. I n  these measures Philadelphia took the lead- 
there, at a general meeting of the citizens, it was re- 
solved, that this new .Ministerial plan of importation 
was a violent attack upon the liberties of America- 
that it was the duty of every American to oppose it; 
and that whoever should directly or indirectly coun- 
tenance it, was an enemy to his country."-New York 
followed the example of Philadelphia, and in both 
places the consignees of the Company were made to 
promise that they would not act. When the ships ar- 
rived, therefore, some time afterwards, at those two 

, p~rL9, they were ordered immediately back to Eng- 
land, without being permitted to break their bulk. I n  
many other places, the captains of the ships themselves, 
afraid to encounter the resistance of the people, return- 

- ecl of their own accord to England, freighted as they 
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had left it. At Charleston, in South Carolina, the 
Tea was landed, but not ~)c\~.rni tted to be used or sold. 

A scene of much greater violence was exhibited at 
Boston. Town meetings, newspaper essays, hand- 
bills, and all the usual means had beenresorted to for 
tbe purpose of rousing the people who, it was feared 
by many, (from their former large importations in vi- 
olation of the agreement,) would he inclined to receive 
the Tea. But before the arrival of the ships, they had 
unanimously adopted the Resolves of Philadelphia, ' 

and were ready to go all lengths to prevent the land- 
ing of the cargoes. They hat1 indeed shown so much 
violence, that Mr. Josiah Quincey thought it necessa- 
ry, at one of their town meetings, to caution them ia 
strong terms, to look to the issue-" It  is not (said he) 
Mr. Moderator, the spirit that vapours within these 
walls that must stand us in stead. The exertions of 
this day will call forth events, which will make a ve- 
ry different spirit necessary for our salvation-who- 
ever szlpposes, that shouts and hosannas will terminate 
the trials of the day, entertains a childish fancy. We 
must be grossly ignorant of the importance and value 
of the prize for which we contend ; we must be equal- 
ly  ignorant of the power of those who have combined 
against us ; we must be blind to that malice, invete- 
racy, and insatiable revenge, which actuate our ene- 
mies publick and private, abroad and in our bosom, 
to hope that we shall end this controversy without the 
sharpest-the sharpest contlicts-to flatter oureelves 
that popular resolves, popular haranguee, popular ac- 
clamations, and popular vapour, will vanquish our 
fws. Let us consider the issue. Let us look to the 
end.-Let us weigh and consider, before we advance 
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to those measures w hiell must bring on the most trying 
and temble struggle th ih  I 1t11ntry ever saw." 

Tbey determintd, t l o ~ \  1.1 cr, not to permit the tea to 
Be landed, whatever mi&& be the consequences. But 
to avoid the necessity of resorting to extremities, the 
Captain of the Dartmouth East Indiaman, just then 
arrived, was direded to make a protest, and apply to 
the Governour for the necessary papers to enable bim 
to return without unloading. The  Governour most 
pointedly rehsid, and here again evinced his anxiety 
to bring upon his fellow-citizens tlre e t m g  arm of the 
Bovernment. By interposing his authority, he might 
Bave prevented the excesses of the Boston populace, 
and perhaps have averted for years the bloody conflict 
which soon followecl. But he was fearful, au he him- 
relf afterwanls acknowledged to one of his friends, . 

that by yielding to the "demands of the people, he 
should have rendered himself obnoxious to his Sove- 
wigny'-Thus connhntly acting upon the notion, that 
the intam& of the Ring apd the p e e  could not be 
m. 

The moment the people were informed that tbe G~Q- 
-our would not grant a pass to the ship, ail in- 
mense crowd *paired to the quay, some of whokn, 
wmming the disgaise of Mohawk Indians, very qui- 
etly Barnled the ship, took out &we hundred and 

taco chcata of tea, broke them open, and empti- 
"eir contents i n b  the water. A11 this was done 

-1hout tumnlt, noise, or molestation, and when their 
'ject was cornplated they returned peaceably te their 

kes. 

M'JLH the general opinion among reflecting politi- 
an% sftor this event, and of all who had bsen care- 
' t~ watch the temper d the British Ministry, that 
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an open rupture must s p a y  follow-that measures 
of vengeance u-ould be adopted by the advisers of the 
King, which would either lead to unconditional sub- 
jection or to independence. Mr. Samuel Bdams was 
among the small number of those who looked forward 
with confidence to the latter. His influence among 
his countrymen was deservedly great, ahd his ex- 
ertions to inspire his own confidence in others were 
still greater. Many of those who had been the 
foremost, and the most zealous, in espousing the 
cause of the pdople agaiust the usurpations of the 
Court aud Parliament of Great Britain, were now 
gloomy and despondent at the prospect before them- 
they had neither a wish for independence, in its sense 
of separation, nor the smallest hope of success in the 
struggle, which they knew was preparing for them. 
They desired no more than the peaceful enjoyment 
of the liberties allowed to them by the Br i t i~h  Con- 
stitution and secured to them by their Colonial Char- 
ters. For this they had been at all times ready to 
speak, to write, and to act; and for this, they were 
now willing to $ght up to their knees in blood, if so 
doing could restore them to tbe freedom of their fa- 
thers. Further than this the great body of the peo- 
ple had neither expectation nor desire of proceeding. 
W e  shall see by what slow degrees a different feel- 
ing wau made to predominate, and how from step to 
step, the grand destinies of our n a t h  were unfolded. 
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CHAPTER VIIZ. 

Events of 1774-~arli&&ar~ proceeding+ ~ o s t o n  Port BiR-  
Subversion of the charter-Recall of G c n ~ m r c r  Hutchinson- 
Genernl Gage succeeds him-Prorepdings of Virpinia on Uu 
Boston Port Bill-Governour Dunmore dissobes the House of 
Burges-Proceedings of the other C o l o n ~ s o e h ~ t t ~  
General Court meet at Sa.!.en+lst. of June observed ns a day 
of fasting and prayer-Secret proceedings of the General Court 
at &hn-Their resolve to call a G m a l  Congress-Jdoption 
of that measure by the other Colonies, and appointment of De- 
putics. 

WE must now look to the effeds produced in Eng- 
land by the proceedings of the Colonies, and the con- 
duct of the people of Boston, in regard to the Tea. 
All anxiously waited for the meeting of Parliament, 
which was convened at Westminster on the 19th of 
January. But though the de,structiun of the Tea, at 
Boston, had taken place on the 16th of November of 
the preceding year, and though scarcely a merchant 
in London was ignorant of the fact, yet it seams the 
Ministry had not received such full information, or 
had not yet so satisfactorily made up their minds, as 
to prompt his Majesty on the sub jec t and  the speech 
from the Throne contained not a word of the transac- 
tion. Nor was a hint given of what the Ministry in- 
tended to do, until the 7th of March, when Lord North 
presented a Message from his Majesty to both Houses 
of Parliament, (accompanied by numerous papers, 
chiefly letters from the Gtovernour of Massachusetts) 
in which his Majesty was pleased to inform then1 that 
"in consequence of the unwarantable practices carri- 
ed on in North America, and particularly of the vio- 
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lent and outrageous proceedings at the town and port 
of 'Boston, with a view of obstqwting the commerce of 
this Xing+ and upon grouncls and pretenccq im- 
mediately subversive of its constitution, it was thought 
fit to lay the whole matter before Parliament-recom- 
mendiug it to their serious consicleeation what further 
regulations or permanent provisions might be ueces- 
sary to be eshblished." T h e  Minister, on present- 
ing the papers. took occasion to represent the conduct 
of the Bostonians in the blackest colours of fancy. 
H e  said, i d  that the utmost lenity on the part of the Go- 
vernour, p e ~ h p 8  too much, had been already shown ; 
and that this town by its late proceedings, had left 
Government perfectly at liberty to adopt any measures 
they should think convenient, not only for redressing 
the wrong sustained by the East India Company, but 
for injlicting szieh p u n ~ h m e n t  as their factious ancl 
criminal conduct merited ; and that the aid of Parlia- 
ment would be resorted to for this purpose, ancl for 
sindirating the conduct of the Crown, so daringly and 
wantonly attacked and contemned." 

The  temper of the House was exactly such as to 
suit the Minister, and it was voted 6' that anaddreso 
of thanks should be presented to the King, assuring 
his Majesty, that they would not fail to exert every 
meaus in their power of effectually providing for the 
due execution of the laws, and securing the depend- 
ence of the C o h i e s  upon the Crown and Parliantent 
of Great Britain." Some of the opposition were rais- 
ed to a sarcastick smile at these assurances, which 
they said, ir had been already often repeated, but that 
the measures hitherto adopted by Ministers for the 
mpport ancl dignity of the Crown had only exposed 
it to 8COIW, obloquy and contempt.-That to (lo the 
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Americans justice, it was necessary to trace these ca- 
lamities to their origin, in a system of arbitrary and 
unwise measures at lwme." But the opposition went 
no further, and in a short time the LMinister introduc- 
ed a Bill "for the immediate removal of the officers 

' concerned in the collection of customs from Boston, 
and to discontinue the landing and discharging, la- 
ding and shipping of goods, wares, and merchanclize, 
at  Boston, or within the harbour thereof." The 
Bill also leviecl a j ine upon the town as a compensa- 
tion to the East India Company for the destruction of 
their teas, and was to continue in force during the 
ple.asure of the King. I t  was opposed by a few indi- 
viduals, but finally carried in both Houses without a 
division. 

Bpt this was only a part of Lord North's scheme of 
coercion and revenge. H e  had two other Bills ready, 
which were intended to place the Province of Massa- 
chusetts in terrorem before the other Colonies, to de- 
ter them from following her fatal example. By one 
of these, the Constitution and Charter of the Province 
were completely subverted, all power taken out of the 
hands of the people, and placed in those of his most 
gv*aciow Majesty, and all the officers of the Province 
made depcadenton the will of the King. 

This  Bill excited consiclerable warmth of opposition 
in the House of Commons, but finally passed by an 
overwhelming majority. I n  the House of Lords also 
it met with strong opposition, which however proved 
equally ineffectual. Eleven peers, among whom were 
the Dukes of Richmond and Portland, and the &arz 
quis of Rockingham, entered a protest against the de- 
cision of the House, in which they say : " Before the 
rights of the Colony of Massachusetts Bay, which they 
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derive from their O barter, are taken away, the definik: 
legal ofence by which a forfeiture of that Charter is 
incurred, ought to have been clearly stated and thepar- 
ties h a r d  in  their omn defence; and the mere celeri- 
ty of a decision against it mill not reconcile the mass 
of the people to that mode of government which is to 
be established upon its ruins. On the general allega- 
tions of a declaratory preamble, the rights of any pub- 
lick body may be taken away, and any visionary 
scheme of government be substituted in their place. 
B y  this Bill, the Governour and Council are invested 
with dangerous powers, unknown to the Bvitish Cbn- 

. s t i t d o n ,  and with which the R i n g  himsev  i s  not elt- 
Prusted. By the appointment and removal of the She- 
riff at pleasure, they have the means of teturning such 
Juries as may best suit with the gratification of their 
passions and interests; the life, liberty, and property 
of the subject, are put into their bands without control. 
T h e  weak, injudicious, and inconsistent measures of 
the Ministry have given new force to the distractions of 
America, which on the repeal of the Stamp Act were 
subsiding; have revived dangerous questions, and gra- 
dually estranged the affections of the Colo~~ies  from 
the Mother Country. T o  render the Colonies perma- 
nently advantageous, they must be satided with their 
condition. That  satisfaction there is no chance of re- 
storing, but by recurring to the principles on which tbe 
repeal uf the 6 h m p  Act was founded." 

The  third scheme of Lord North was a Bill forthe 
impartial adminiatration of justice in  k1wachusetts .  
The provisions of this Bill were somewliat similar to 
those of the Act of Henry VIII. the revival of which 
had created such loud clamour in the Colonies a few 
y m  before ; with this difference, however, that thL 
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Bill waa designed to bring hi Illajesty's o@cers, who 
should commit murder in the execution of their official 
duties, to England for trial, lest the Juries of the Co- 
lony should prove too impartial to let them escape 
jirstice-whereas the Act of Heury VII I .  was intend- 
ed to convey those accused of sedition, to the immedi- 
ate vicinity of his Majesty for trial, for reasons the re- 
verse of justice. 

T h i ~  Bill likewise met with strong but ineffectual 
opposition in both Houses. Colonel Barrt, to whose 
honest indepenclonce of feeling, the Americans had 
been often indebted for defence and support, again 
ranged himself on the side of justiceand the Colonies, 
and concluded a long and animated speech in these 
words ; " You have changed your ,ground. Fou are 
becoming the ag.9rneesors and offering the last of hu- 
man outrages to the people of America, by subjecting 
them in effect to military execution. Instead of sending 
them the olive branch, you have sent them the naked 
sword. By the olive branch, I mean a ~*epeal of all 
the late latoe, fruitlese to you, and oppressive to them. 
Ask their aid in a constitutional manner, and they will 
give it to the utmost of their ability. They never yet 
refused it, when properly required. Yourjournals bear 
the recorded acknowledgments of the zeal with which 
they have coutributed to thegeneral necessities of the 
State. What  madness is it that prompts you to attempt 
obtaining that by force, which you may more certainly 
procure by requisition ? They may bejlattered into any 
thing, but they are too much like yourselves to be drir- 
en. Have some indulgence for your own likeness ; re- 
spect their sturdy English virtue ; retract your odious 
exertions of authority ; and remember that the &st 
step towards making them contribute to your wants, 
is to reconcile them to your government." 
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How different would have been the present rtlationa 

ef Americaaudthe English Government, if se~timente 
like these could have been infused into the Ministry. 
But Lord North was running too rapidly down the 
precipice of folly, to be checked by the mild admoui- 
tions of truth and wisdom. He had paesed the Rubi- 
con, and the glorie~ of victory fluttered in his dazzled 
view. 

T h e  noblemen before mentioned joined also in a 
protest against this bill in the Houseof Peers, in which 
with much spirit they declared tbat the whole plan of 
remodelling the government ~f the Colony was bet a 
confession of the weakness of Parliament, and a hu- 
miliding acknowledgment that the British Government 
had been odious to the people of the Colonies.-The 
first, or Boston Port Bill, a s  it was called, received the 
royal assent on the a t s t  of March; and the two laat 
en the M h  of May. 

Lord Chatham, who had been prevented from a t  
tending the House, by the feeble state of his health, 
wkih these Bills were under coneideratiou, took occa- 
sion, while aaotlter subject was before them, just be- 
Pore the dose of the Seseion, to deliver his sentipenta 
on American a E i ,  in a manner which showed that 
sickness hacl neither enfeebled his mental powers, nor 
ahanged his opinion with regard to the erroneoue mea- 
sures of Administration. His speech included all that 
m M b e  saidon this occasion, and in language so much 
Letter than our own, that we rejoice at the opportuni- 
ty of using it. - 

'6 If, my Lords, we take a trrrraeknt view of those 
motives which induced the ancestors of our felbw- 
euljecta m America to leave their native couutry, to 
encounter the innumerable ditacultiee of tbe uaexplor- 

VOL. 1. 9a 



AMERICAN REVOLUTIUX. 

od 1-egions of the western world, our astonishment at 
the present conduct of their descendants will natural- 
ly subside. There was no corner of the globe t a  which 
they woulcl not have fled, aather than submit to the sla- 
vish and tyaanuical spirit whish prevailed at that pe- 
mod' in their native country ; aad  viewing them in their 
erigiual forlorn and now flourishing state, they may be 
cited as illustrious instances to instruct the world what 
great exertions mankind wili naturally make, when left 
b the free exercise of their own powers. Notwith- 
standing my intention to give my hearty negative to 
bhe qliestion now before you, I condemn, my Lords, 

, in the severest manner, the turbulent a d  un.warraata- 
ble conduct of the Americans, in some instances, par- 
ticularly in the late riots at Boston ; but, my Lords, 
the mode which has been pursued to bring them back 
tb a sense of their duty, i s  so diametrically opposite to 
every principle of sound policy, as to excite my &most 
astonishment. You have iuvolved the guilty and 'the 
innocent in me common punishment, and avenge the 
crime of a few lawless depredators upon the whole bo- 
dy of the inhabitants. My Lords, the difirent Pro- 
vinces of America, in the excess of their gratitude for 
the repeal of the Stamp Act, seemed to vie with each 
other in expressions of loyalty and duty ; but the mo- 
ment they perceived that your intention to tax them 
was renewed, under a pretence of serving theEast In- 
dia Company, their resentment got the ascendant of 
their moderation, and burried them into aatbns which 
their cool reason would abhor. But, my Lords, from, 
lhe whole complexion of the late proceedings, I can- 
not bat incline to think, that Administration has pur- 
posely irritabd them into these violent acts, in order tck 

gratify their own malice and revenge. What else coulsl 
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induce them to dress Taxation, the father of Ameri- 
can Sedition, in the robes of an East lndia Director, 
but to break in upon that mutual peace and harmony 
which then so happily subsisted between the Colonies 
nnd the Mother Country. My Lords, it has always . 
been my axed and unalterable opinion, and I will car- 
ry it with me to the grave, that this country had no 
right under heaven, to tax America. I t  is contrary to 
all the principles of justice and civil policy : it is con- 
trary to that esse~ltial, unalterable right in nature, in- 
grafted into the British Constitation as a fundamental 
law, that what a man has honestly acquired is absolute- 
ly his own, which he may freely give, but which can- 
not be taken away from him, without his consent. Pass' 
then, my Lords, instead of these harsh and severe 
edicts, an amnesty over their errours : by measures of 

-lenity and affection allure them to their duty ; act the 
part of a generous and forgiving parent. A period may 
arrive, when this parent may stand in need of every 
assistance she mn receive from a grateful and affection- 
ate offspring. The  welfare of this country, my Lords, 
has ever been my greatest joy, and under all the vicis- 
situdes of my life-has afforded me the mest pleasing 
consolation. Should the all dispasillg hand of Pn, - 
vidence prevent me from contributing my poor and fee- 

. ble aid in the day of her distress, my prayers shall be, 
ever for her prosperity :-6 Length of days be in her 
right hand, and in her left hand riches and honour ! 
May her ways be ways of pleasantness, and all her 
paths be peace !' " 

I t  was in the c o m e  of this session that Xr. Burke, 
(of whom it was said by General Lee in a letter to one 
of his correspondents eight years before-66 An Irisb- 
~pan, one .Mr. Bark& is q u n g  up in the House ef 
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Commons, who bae astonished every body with the 
power of his eloquance, and comprehensive knowledge 
in aU our exterior and internal politics7'-) for the 0mt 
tima, delivered his sentiment8 on the course of ~~o l i cy  
which had been pursued by Ministers, in regard te 
America. After drawing the most a~imated purtraib 
of several of the distinguished leadccs of Administra- 
tion, Ira closecl with Lord Chatham, to the measumr 
of whose 6' chequered and speckled," hu crossly irrdent- 
ed, and whimsically dove-tailed" Cabinet he attribut- 
d the mischiefs, which he now considered as almoet 
incurable. But the speech of Mr. Burke was intend- 
ed more to display his own eloquence than to support 
Che cause of the Coloniee. 

Having now seen what was done in England, in 
consequence of the destruction of the East lndia Com- 
pany'e Tea, at Hoston, we shall proceed to detail t h e  
effects of tbose measures upon the people of the Culo- 
tlios. The  vexall of Mr. Hutchineon, which wse 
brought by his successor, General Gage, who further 
eignalized his anival by k i n g  the bearer of the Bos- 
ton Port Bill, was a circumstauce as unexpected by 
bis Excellency, as it was agreeable to the people of 
tbe Province. Like hie predecessor Bernard, he had 
made it appear by dvery act of his administration, that 
the myat perogatice, and the dignity qf the Crown, 
were dearer to him than the interests of the people-- 
that the respect and lore of his fellow subjects, weigh- 
ed but a feather in the scale, with y a l  favou-and 

- that he was too proud to ask obedience, wbere he cunld 
&ert the power of enforcing eahmissian. I t  was in- 
deed a severe blow to the pride of Mr. Hutchinson, 
that ho abouM be conaidered by his royal masbr, for 
whwe sake he had eonsentad to eacrike all t h t  <noM 
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render retrospect pleasing, as an unfit instrument for 
the execution of the new scheme of coercion. I t  was 
but little consolation to his wounded feelings, to be 
told that it was the design of the Ministry to replace 
him in the goverument, after affairs had been adjust- 
ecl and order restored, by General Gage-He thought 
himself quite as competent as General Gage, and could 
not but feel mortified to find, that the Ministry thought 
otherwise. A few of his tools and partisans procured 
an address ofthankg to be sent to him, and with thia 
meagre evidence of approbation he soon after took his 
departure for England. 

General Gage, though it appeared that he enter- 
tained serious apprehensions of some disorderly or 
disrespectful conduct on the part of the people, was 
nevertheless received by them, with every mark of 
civility. He had soon occasion to perceive, how- 
ever, that their politeness to him did not proceed from 
any fear of his authority, or from any relaxation in their 
purposes of resistance. On the day after his arrival 
n town meeting was convened and very numerousl~ 
attended, at which it was '6 Resolved, that it is the 
opiuion of this town, that if the other Colonies come 
into a joint resolution to stop all importation from and 
exportation to Great Britain, and every part of thc 
West Indies, till the Act be repealed, the same will 
prove the salvation of North America and her liber- 
ties ; ancl thnt the impolicy, injustice, inhumanity, and 
m e l t y  of the Act, exceed nl! our powers of expres- 
sion : W e  therefore leave it to the just censure of others, 
and appeal to God and the world." 

T h e  Legislature of Virginia was the only one in 
session when the Boston Port Bill arrived, and their 
eense of it was immediately expressed by the fo1lon.- 
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ing order. 6' This House being deeply imprexed Kith 
apprehension of the p t  dangers, to be derived to 
British America, from the hostile invasion of the city 
of Boston, in our sister Colouj of -Massachusetts Bay, 
whose commerce and harboar are on the 1st day of 
June next, to be stopped by an armed force, deem it 
highly necesary thst the said 1st day of June next, 
be set apart by the members of this House, as a day 
of fasting, hamiliation and prajer, devoutly to implore 
the divine interpition far averting the heavy calam- 
ity which threatens destruction to oar civil iights, and 
the evils of civil war; to give us one heut  and onc 
mind, firmly to. oppose, by dl just and proper means, 
mery injury to American rights; and that the minds 
of his Majesty and his Ymliament, may be inspired 
from above with wisdom, moderation, and justice, to 
remove from the loyal people of America all cause of 
danger, from a c o a t i a d  pursuit of measures preg- 
nant with their rain. 

44 Ordered, therefore, That the members of this 
House do attend at their places', at the hour of ten in 
{be forenoon, on the said i s t  day of June next, in or- 
der to proceed with the Speaker and the Mace, to the 
church in this city, for the plirposes aforesaid; and - 
illat the reverend Mr. Price be appointed to r e d  pray- 
ws, and to preach a sermon suitable to the  occasion.?^ 

Governour Banmore, the successor of Bottetowt, 
mceiving that this Order rejEected 64 highly upon hia 
Majesty and the Parliament of Great Britain,'' clissolv- 
d the House on the following day. But as n p n  a 
former occasion, the members, to the number of eighty 
uinr , formed themselves into an association, and unani- 
mously adopted the following manifmto. 
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6: We, his JMajesty's most dutdful and loyal subjects, 
the late representatives of the good people of this Colo- 
ny, having been deprived, by the sudden iuterposition 
of the executive part of this government, from giving 
our countrymen the advice we wished to convey to 
them, in a legislative capacitJ-, find ourselves ulicler 
tlie hard necessity of adopting this, the only method 
we have left, of pointiilg out to our countrymen, such 
measures as, in our opinion, are best fitted to secure our 
dear rights an4 liberty from destruction, by the lieavy 
hand of power now lifted against North America. 
With much grief, we find that our dutiful appiicatious 
to Great Britain fbr the security of our just, ancieut, 
and constitutional rights, have not only been clisre- 
garded, but that a determined system is formed and 
pursued, for reducing the inhabitants of British Ameri- 
ca to slavery, by subjecting them to the payment of tax- 
es, imposed without the consent of the people or their re- 

presentatives : and that, in pursuit of this system, we 
find aR Act of the British Parliament, lately passed, 
for the stopping the harbour and the commerce of the 
town of Boston, in our sister Colony of Massacllusetts 
Bay, u ~ t i l  the people tliere submit to tlie payment of 
such unconstitutional taxes; and which Act most vio- 

' lently and arbitrarily deprives them of their property, 
in wharves erected by private persons, at their ow~r 
great and proper expense ; which Act is, in our opin- 
ion, a most dangerous attempt to destroy tlre constitu- 
tional liberty and rights of all North America. It is fur- 
ther our opinion, that as Tea, on its importation into 
America, is charged with a duty imposed by Parlia- 
ment, for the purpose 9f raising a revenue without the 
umsent of the people, it ought not be used by any per- 
sen who wishes well to the constitutional rights awt 



libertiae d British bnerict And wherem t8e I& 
Company have angenemusly sttempted to ruin Ame- 
rica, by m d h g  many ships laaded w-ith tea. into the 
Colonies, thereby intending to 0x a p d e n t  in fi- 
vour of arbitrary taxation, we deem it highly proper, 
and do accordingly recommend i t  strongly to our coun- 
-en, not to purchase or use any kind of East India 
commodity whrtsoerer, except saltpetre and spices, 
until the grieviaces of America are redressed. W e  am 
further clearly of opinion, that an attacli made upon 
one of oar sister Colonies, te compel submission to ar- 
bitrary taxes, is an dtack made on all British Ameri- 
ca, and thedens t in to the nghb of all, unless the 
united wisdom of the whole be applied. And for this 
purpose it is recommended to the committee of corres- 
pondence, that they communicate with their several cor- 
responding committees, on the expediency of appoint- 
ing depaties from the several Coloniea of British Arne- 
rica, to meet in General Congress, at such a place, an- 
nually, as shall be thought most convenient ; there to 
deliberate on those generalmeasures which the united 
interests of America may, from time lo time, require. 

A tender regard for the interests of our fellow-sub- 
jeds, the merchante and manufacturers of Great Bri- 
tain, prevents us from going further at this time; most 
earnestly hoping, that tbe unconstitutional principb 
ef taxing the coloniee without their consent will not be 
persisted in, thereby to compel ne against our will, to 
avoid all commercial intercourse with great Britain. 
Wishing them and oar people free and happy, we arc 
their d e c t i o ~ t e  friencle, the late representatives of 
vircrinia.fl 

3 

This association wae formed on the 27th d Mar. 
oply t days after the meeting of tile General Court 



d ~ I f a , h m t @ ,  a d  of&ulee bef& my interchar . 
ol view$ could have taken place between the two Go- 

: loniea: Tbis is worthy of remark, as being the sec~acl 
I iaetance of an extraordinary coincidence in the mea- 

nu& adopted and recommended by the peaple Qf these 
- two' distant .Colonies. But one feeling seeled to pi- 

'? 

. r tyte'them ; and to the immortal honour of Vu&ia it 
qud4.w mid, that ail1 her measyes proceededfrole the 

' * most disinterested patriotism. The people . I .  

, ' &&at Colony had remained free from tbe oppressions 
- uhd& whioh Massachusetts was made to groan. The  

tyranny of the Ministers had not extended to them. 
They had been, for the most part, blessed with Go- 

: verno;rs who knew how to estimate their charuters- 
who could distinguish between loyalky and servility, 
resistance and sedition ; and who, instead of the base 

.exaggerations which characterized the correspondence 
of B e c n a ~ d  and Hutchinson, took care in their letters ' 
to the Minktry, to place to their proper account the 
little commotions which occasionally attended the po- 
pular harangues end resolves. T o  sympathy then in 
the sufferings of their brethren of Massachusetts, to 
that liberal patriotism, which could extend its viewfi 
beyoi~d the namow confines of Colonial policy, and to 
that profound political wisdom which could discern 
the intimate and necessary connexion between the 
whole and its parts, must be attributed the early, vi- 
gorous, and continued opposition of Virginia to mea- 
sures which concerned her only in their distant and 
possible contingencies. 

Similar expressions of determined opposition to the 
Port Bill, and assurances af support to the disfian- 
&bed citizens of Boston, were made wherever the 
Act became known. I n  some places it wae printed 
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upon mrtrningfiper, and hawked *od.the b*i- - 

' 

in others it was pnblickly burned, with every debon- 
. 

stration of ab;horrence. At New York tliereYwae a 
considerable struggle between the friends of ~kmi'di$- % 

tration and the friends of liberty, but the latter' ab , 
leqgth prevailed, by the influence and inanage&ent . - , 
of two individuals, who had on several occasions matli- L 
fested great activity and zeal, in their o p p o s i ~ ~ ' t o  
the obnoxious measures of the Ministry. Theile Two * ' 4 

gentlemen were Captain Sears, and Mr. Jkli~ou.&, 
' 

a native of Scothnd; the lattersof whom, it will tie . : . 
remembered, had been im@soned without trial, iq t 

the year in0, for having written an address to the . . 
6' betrayed inhabitauts of the city and Colony of New '-. : 
York." He waOl confined for three months ; but such 
mas the estimation in which his character was held, 
that his prison wae daily crowded with visitors of thk 
flrst respectability, of both sexes. He was releasei , . 
at last, without trial, in February lmi, and od many 
occasions afterwards headed the sons of libdrty ip 
their quarrels with hie Majesty's oolhry.  

These two individuals, having first written to the 
Committee of Boston, pledging to them the support ofV 
New York, procured a meeting of the people, at which - 
it was agreed that a congress was necessary ; and a 
committee was appointed to propose it ts the Bostoq 
Committee. 

Addresses were also sent from Pennsylvania, the 
Carolinas and some other Provinces, to the Cornd-  
tee of Boston, assuring them of support, and declaring 
that they considered the cause of Boston as the com- 
mon cause of the country. 

With all these assurances of support and assistahce, 
of sympathy and affection, from their sister Colonies, 
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"' 0 , .  

% a ,  ' ' v ~ u ~ d r c a ~  REVBL-~. is7 
a . 4 . t -  - - t&p.*p still, b f e k u l  foreboding, a nama&s ap- 

' pishauuioe, t the hearts of the members of the Ge- - ' n m l  ~ & r t ,  when th& wembled at Boston on the 
( 1 '  'e8f May. Nor was this apprehension lessened 

Sc fby 4 h s , k t  ollicial act of their new Oovernour. O d  of 1 ;, * hen% eight peram, whom the Legislature had with 

/ R ' - <& voice nominated as counsellore, and for whose ap- 

of patriots from any pu-  
erased thirteen of 
James Bowdoin, 

John Win- 
the man who so nobly recanted 

! *,;. 1 . ably redeemed ; and John ddam8, whose eonduct on (. 
: . the trial'of Captain Preston and the soldiers, we have 

. + , : a r k a G  heationen. These gentlemen had rendered 
If :. thi&sel;es hateful to Bernard and Hutchineon, the . 
i - pdson of whose malice had been infused into the feel- 

1 .  . 
I . 4 ldgs of their succssnom, and they were honoured with 

1 , ; ' t u s  dist i~~uiehed mark of his Excellency's notice, 
b 'The Assembly, indignant at this extensive negative 
: ,. : upon their choice, proceeded to the ordinary business 
. .  of the Province, without deigning to enter into any new 

appointments; but they were soon interrupted by the 
Governour, who acljourned them to meet at Salem on 
the 7th of June. On the ist  of June, it will be recol- 
lected, the Boston Port Bill was to take effect; the in- 
terim therefore was employecl by the Governour in re- 
moving himself, and all the omcers of the Crown, 4~ 



their ne* plhce cif operatioil.: In  a few- ~ I L $  the e d  
- 

pect of that populo~a a n d  bpy  to*; wa.~ ~ d i r e l ~ ~ ~  
changed. A dull and ealemh silence mccdetlsd batlie :. - 
lively throng of the street$, and the quays .so lttteiy'. 
crowded with the frdtr, bf extended oHnierce, *OH?'.- a , .  8 . 
presented one unvaried scene of furoaken repusit8ries. * 

I n  most of the Oelnnies, p r t i ca lq ly  in ~ir#ni= .- - -  I 

and Pennaylvanid, the i s t  of Jutle w a  &erne% a;- 
* 

- d  cording to the recominenditti6a of the VirpPnft An- J* . 
&bly, a& r day of fasting and pruym. ~nsinesa&aij '. .:. .$ 
at a stand, and the citizens in mournful silencp hk-. . 
ed forward b a day of brighter hopes, ol glorious ~ p -  '. 
tribution, .:' ?< <, 

T h e  new Glooernour was received at ~a lem*kth"?  I 

cold and distant respectby the body of the pereple, aml +, * ' - - 
as usual with flattering congratt~latiot~o by the c3eiEtureg . ,- 

of the Crown. T h e  first act of the legislature, ; h i ~  '" 
bad met here according to adjournment., was t.& ap- . ' ;q' 
pointmcnt of a Committee to consider the &ate ofthe ' ' 7  

Procince. Samuel ddanzs and Jamea WawenVw,efe. 
of this Committee, and to their indefatigable $&l and .: I 

ingenious management, was owing the bold ancl spirit- . 
ed course ultimately adopted by tbe House. Tbey saw , 
that the point to which they hat1 arrived was cf itical- 
n;ss one that demanded vigorous and c~ecisivk mga- 
sures ; and that it was one too t h ~ t  required unanimi- , 

ty. This was to be obtained only by secret and privata 
conferences wit11 each leading member of the Bomc ; 
it was important that the minds of the Assembly ~hou ld  

' 

be made up and fully ascertained, before the question 
of their report could be hazarded-and it was above 
all important, that the G)overnour and his whole crew 
of busy informers rhould remain ignorant of their pro- 
ceedings wd Jesigs .  hll this waa accomplished by 



b ~ r i o u s  exertitms of thase -taro men, aided by - 
John-HizncodE, %mas Gushing, aobert Tmat Pslyne, 

-m# +. twoor three other w h y  compatriots ; and in the 
: mm of three days, their resolutions were clrawn, 
'mir cemmittse f-ad, m d  all prepared for the deci- 
uion of the House. So minutely had the Committee 
entered into every coasideratioa, to avoid the delay 
wbfth would attend my debates in the House, that 
they had calculated the expense of eending their Com- 

. ~ # 8 e  tb the C o n p s s  which they had propwed, and 
pointed out tbe means of raising the fund to pay them. 
m e n  they were at length ready to deliver their re. 
@ori to the House, it was proposed that it should be 
w d  with dored doors ; that none ehould be permit- 
ted either to enter or to leave the House. 

*hen the Committee had proceeded oo far in the 
m d h g  of their report as that ite deeign and purport 
became intelligible, a parasite of the Governour, one 
of those midnight Ministerial prowlers, who fed up- 
oh the droppings of sedition, was euddenly oeized with 
:ah uncontrollable call of nature. Humanity opened 
the deor to this bureting informer, and in a few min- ' 

utes he discharged hie burden in the astonished earn 
of the Oooernour. His Excelleucy with panting haste 
ordered hie Secretary to fly and proclaim the House 
dissolved. But the doors were still hked, a~ad the 
Secretakfs loud call for entrance, in the name of the , 
Oaptain General of all his Majesty's forces, was un- 
regamled. winding no alterndive, the Secretary read 
his proclamation of dissolution to the Dow-keeper, and 
tben passed into the Council Clhamber, where he re- 
peated it to the aesembld Council, and thus effacted 
the object of his embaeay. But the deed had been 
dm, the vote of the H o w  had been taken, they had 



- : 
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sn-pon the tbreehold of reBeUion. This faoh ' ' - - .  - . .  . place on tho 17th of'Jnne. - . .. . 
The House had reeolvad up& t h  expediency of- ' .  ' 

having a.  Congress at Philrde@hia, onthe drst day dF'* :->+ 
. i the ensuing September, and had appointed as their de- - . ' . - i. 

legates Z%ontua Cuahing, James Bowdoin, Robert c? '% 
*sat Payns, Samnel $dams, and John $dams. . 1 ' -  

While these thing were doing in Massachusetts, '+ -% .. . - 
maetinga had been held in a11 the counties of .War#- ... -3 *. * '  fl., 
land, and committees appointed to meet at the City of - -* 

4 ' .  
Annapolis on the 26th of J q ~ e .  At which time and 
place the followid@ deputies were chosen to attend-a , ,a*' 
general C o b p s g  when and whkever it might be r .' 
agmd upon : .Matthew Tilghmttn, Thonura John~tnt, ? _:. - 
Willtiht Paca, and Samuel C h e .  , S -4 

South Cadinu was the next to'join in the general 
plru. A meeting of the people from every part of -3.; 
the Colony WAS held at Charleston on the 6th of July. 

' 

* 5 
-4t which, after passing a number of resolutions, ap- I ;- 

L prohalory of the ~~njrvrtlin=s nt  Boston, five gentle- . V ;  - 
man were appaintt-tl tlcpntics to the Congress; viz. . . N -* 

: 3 H e r r y ~ ~ l ~ t o n ,  Fhonuts+& Christopher Gads- . 
den, John H~ttkdge, and Edward Rutledge. . a -  -. +-. .. 

I n  Pconsjlvania a petition was presented to Oov- - C, 

rnour Penn by a numerous body of citizens praying . , 
him to oonvoke tlie general Assembly, that they might 7- ;-. 

- .  
take into coosideration the measurcs which had been I 
adopted by Virginia and Massachusetts; but that , .. 
cautious and peaceable Magistrate refused to grant 
tlte prayer of the pctiiimem, and a convention of the 
Colony was immediately called. At this convention 
a manifesto was agreed upon, in which the grievances 
uf Massachusetts, and the general distress of the Co- 
lodes. were ~loqucntly and feelingly set forth, and 
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the n ~ a s i b y  of a general Clongress strongly urged. 
They recommended to the General Assembly at its 
.ppmacbing meeting to appoint deputies and conclude 
with declaring "that that Province will break off all 
commercial intekourse whatever, with any town, city, 
or colony and individnnls in them, who shall refuse, 
OF neglect to &pt and carry into execution, suchgene- 
ral plan as s h d  be agreed upon in the Congre8u." 

This was going one step further than any of the 
Provinces had done, and proved, notwithstanding the 
unsuspected loyalty of the orderly and peacenblo in- 
haliitants of that Province, that the love of peace and 
constitutional liberty was the master feeling of the 
people. The Genera1,Assembly on the W. of July 
contrmed their proceediogs by appointing the fol- 
lowing gentlemen as deputies to the Congress, viz. 
John Dickrinson; Thomaa Niflin, Joseph GalEozacry, 
Charles Humphregs, Edward Biddle, John .Mortont 
and George Boss." 

The Legislature of Connecticdl appointed a com- 
mittee of nine, with fulls~ower to Act for them in their 
recess, end if the Congress should be agreed upon, 
to choose any number of delegates they might think 
proper. The persons chosen by this Committee 
were, Eliphalet Dyer, Roger Sherman, and Silas 
Deane. 

I n  Ergink, the delegates from the several coun- 
ties met at Williamsburgh on the 1st of August. Most 
of them came with instructions, from their several 
constituents, to proceed to every extremity in support 
of Boston, as suffering in a comnwn cause: and tho 
revolutions which were entered into by these delegates 
prove that they were ready to proceed to eaely ex- 
tremity-ready to make any sacrifice, to relieve their 



Inetheren of Boston, and topmeme their own freedam. 
They appointed Peyton dhui?oLpI, Richard Ben 
Lee, George Washington, PatTick Henry, &hard 
Bltznd, Benjamin H a w o n  m d  E d m d  PenlUetm, 
deputies to the Congress-a deputation which united 
all the rare excellencies that Heaven ever beetowed 
upon man in their brightest and fullest energy-This 
chosen band of pitriots received from their constitu- 
ents the following instructions. 

' 6  The unhappy disputes between Great Britain and 
her American Colonies, which began about the third 
year of the reign of his presont Majesty, and ahce 
continually increasing, have p m e d e d  to lengths se 
dangerous and alarming, as to excite just apprehen- 
sions in the minds of his Majesty's faithful subjects 
of the Colony, that they are in danger of being de- 
prived of their natural, ancient, constitutional, and 
chartered rights, have compelled them lo take the 
same into their most serious consideration ; and, be- 
ing deprived of their usual &d accustomed mode of 
making known their grievances, have appointed uo 
their representativee, to consider what is proper 
to be done in this dmgeroua crisis of American 
&airs. h being our opinion that the e t e d  wisdom 
of North America should be collected in n general 
Congress of all the Colonies, we have appointed [the 
gentlemen above named] deputies to represent this 
Colony in the.said O o n p s ,  to be held at Philadel- 
phis on the k t  Monday of September next. And 
that they may be the better informed af our sentiments 
tonchmg the conduct we wish them to observe on this 
important occasion, we desire that they will express, 
in the Urst place, our faith and our allegiance to hb 
Majesty King h r g e  the third, our lawful and right* 
ful sorareign; and that we are determined, with our 
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i . . -  livea and for!uncs. to srrpport him in the legal exer- 
ci - r  of a l l  l l i i  jnst  right^ ant1 prrroqativcs. Aocl, how- 

~ ~ e n t e d ,  \re sincerely approve of R con- 
nnexinn with C+~.ent I:r.itnin, antl w1i411 

most ardently x of that intcrourse of affection 
i ant1 commercial connexion that formerly united both 

cnnntrie, : which can only I)e efli~ctetl l)g a realoval 
nf fhnw cances of discontent n-llich hare of late nn- 
hapnil? clil-iderl ns. 

.. Tt cnnnot admit of a dorlltt, ?jut that Rritich l i r l l ) -  
j r r ' s  pica are enti:led to t l ~ c  +ame rigl~is and 
priri? 11eir fellow sul;jects posress in Rrifain : 
a n d  tIlerrlrore that the pmrpr asc;nmetl by the JZritirl~ 

I1iw1 -2aiericrr hj- their statutes, in all 
'P. i i  unconctitntinnal, and the sonrce of 

,.--r ~ i r l ~ r n ~ r ~ r r  r l iff~~ences.  
I' rnrernment nnlllrl he d r f~a ted ,  hy Ihe 
. n ) ~ n i  exe r r i c in~  a pnn-er over the livec, 

i V P  ~)rnprr~\- .  a~it1 +he 1i ')~rty n" -2merican ~u?!iectc, 
TY '10 : nrrcl from I hpir local rircumstanceq can- 
no+ ' t ,  ~epresentecl. Of this nature, we conaid- 

\cis of Parliament for r a i ~ i n ~  a revenue 
'or 'he ex t~nd inq  the jurisdiction of the 
pire: tc, ';lr sejzinq -2m~rican ~u?~.iwis. 

ry +I ;nq 111ern to F r i t ~ i n ,  tr) ? I P  rritrd for crimes 
cnm v \ rnprica. ~DI: I ~ I P  +PT-~TIII  late oppwsciw 
' i r r s  ?.r.=rtcbr*.~!g ~ { I P  t o m  of _P,oston. and P1.1)vince of 

T p c .  ",zF. 
. . CI ;CP; r.onati:urinn of I~JP -krn~rjcan Colo- 

nies,. peacw-k@mir desemblies wiib the sole right 
of diracting their i a t d  poliq,  it is absoluklS de- 
Eitructive to the end uf their iustitutioll, that their legis- 
bhm% should k euspended, or prevented b3- hasQ- 
clieeola6oos, from exercising their legislative po~ers. 

COL. I. 25 
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'6 Wanting the protection of Britain, we have long 
acquiesced in their Acts of navigation, restrictive of 
our commerce, which we consider as an ample recom- 
pense for such protection; but as those Acts derive 
their efficacy from that foundation alone, we have rea- 
son to expect they will be restrained, so as to produce 
the reasonable purposes of Britain, and not be injuri- 
ous to us. 

4'To obtain redress of these grievances, witl~ont 
which the people of America can neither be safe, free, 
nor happy, they are willing to undergo the great in- 
convenience that will be derived to them from stopping 
all imports whatsoever from Great Britain, after the 
first day of Novemher next, and also to cease export- 
ing any commodity whatsoever to the same glace, af- 
ter the 10th clay of Augrist 1 n 5 .  The earnest desire 
we have to make as quick and full payment as possi- 
ble of our debts to Great Britain, and to avoid the hea- 
vy &jury that woold arise to this country, from an ear- 
lier adoption of the non-importation plan, afteq the 

- 
7 

people have already applied so much of their labour 
to the perfecting of the present crop, by which means 
they have been prevented frem pursuing other methods 
of clothing and supporting their families, h a ~ e  render- 
ed it necessary to restrain you in this article of non- 
exportation; but it is our desire that you cordially 
cooperate with our sister Colonies in general Congress, 
jn  such other just and proper methods as they, or the 
majority, shall deem necessary for the accomplish- 
ment of these valuable cnds. 

6' T h e  proclamation issued by general Gage, in the 
government of the Province of Massachusetts Bay, dc- 
claring it treason for the inhabitants of that Province to 
assemble themselves to consider of their grievances. 
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and form associations for their common conduct on the 
occasion, and requiring the civil magistrates and offic- 
ers to apprekend all such persons to be tried for their 
supposecl offences, is the most alarming process that 
ever nppearecl in a British government ; the said gene- 
ral Gage has thereby assumecl and taken upon him- 
self powers denied by the constitution to our legal 
Sovereign ; he not having condescended to disclose 
by what authority he exercises such extensive and 
unheard of powers, we are at a loss to determine 
whether he intends to justify himself as the represent- 
ative of the king; or as the Commander in Chief of his 
Majesty's forces in America. If  he considers himself 
as acting in the character of his Majesty's representa- 
tive, we would remind him that the statute 20th Ed-  
ward 111. bas expressed and defined all treasonable. 
offences, and that the Legislature of Great Britain hath 
declared that no offence shall be construed to be trea- 
son, but such as is pointed out by that statute ; and that 
this was done to take out of the hands of tyrannical 
K ing ,  and of weak and wicked Ministers, that dead- 
ly weapon which constructive treason had furnished 
them with, and which had drawn tlie blood of the best 
and honestest men in thc kingdom; and that t11eKing 
of (3reat Britain hath no right by his proclamatoin to 
subject his people to imprisonment, pains and penal- ' 

ties. 
6' That if the said general Gage conceives he is em- 

powered to act in this manner, as the Commander in 
Chief of his Majesty's forces in America, this odious 
and illegal proclamation must be considered as a plain 
and full declaration that this despotick Viceroy will be 
bound by no law, nor regard the constitutional rights 
of his Majesty's subjects, wherever they interfere with 



the plans he has formed for oppressing the 5 ~ 0 d  peo- 
ple of the Massachusetts Bay ; and therefore, that tbe 
executing, or attempting to execute such proclamation, 
will justify resistance and reprisal.') 

I n  the little Colony of Rhocle Island, where the re- 
membrance of vexations and wrongs done to themselves. 
awakened a lively sympathy for those of their breth- 
ren, the measures adopted by the people, were in the 
highest degree firm and spiritrcl. And it is by no means 
unworthy of remark, that the motto under which they 
formed themselve~ into a phalanx of defence, waa pre- 
cisely the same in its import withthatwhich had been 
adopted in one of the counties of Virginia, almost at  
the same ipstant of time. United we stand, divided 
zuefall, was the significant instruction pf the people of 
fiauover, in Virginia, to their delegates : Join or  die 
was the simultaneous cry of the whole pesple of RhoHe 
litand. T h e  deputies to the general Congress, cho- 
sen by their House of Assembly, were Sdephen Hop- 
kins and Samuel y a r d .  

I n  all the other Colonies the Governours had taken 
a r e  to prevent the meeting of their Legislatures, so 
that the task of choosing deputies to Congress was 
left with the people. I t  could not have been left in bet- 
ter hands. Georgia was the only one of the thirteen 
Colonies that refused or neglected to unite in the com- 
mon cause. 

W e  have already mentioned by what means the peo- 
ple of N e w  PUT& were induced to consent to the Con- 
gress. T h e  friends of Gavernment in that Province, 
tpough perl~aps more thau equal in number to the 
aona of libe~aty, were completely outwitted by the dex- 
terous panagement of two sturdy and active patriots, , 

who carried the Resolve to appaint a committee by a 
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political w s e ,  that dicl mtich credit to their ~aqacity. 
The  dej)uties from that Province mere I s a a c f i l r ,  John 
.7isop, .klm .Tny. Jnmes Dnnne, 1Villiam Floyd, Hen- 
ry IJ'kisner, a ~ d  S ~ m n e l  Rocrlrnz. 

T h e  people of NEW HAMPSIIIRE chose John Sal- 
livnn, an tl .APnthnniel Foisom. 

From N~nr JF,RSEY, James H'iaaey, n7il?inrn Liz- 
in,qston, S f ~ p h c n  Cj*ane, and Richard Smith, were* 
w n f .  

I)ELAT\~.\RE, sent Cre8flr Rodney, T h o m f l s ~ ~ ( ~ e n n .  
ancl Geor,,ne Rend.  

Ancl NORTI* CAROI,INA, Ij7i17inm I f o n p r ,  .Jo8~ph 
J J P I c P ~ ,  and R. Cnslrell. 

ITitliin a short time after the dissolntion of the 
General Court at  Salem-tbe lnst t l~at  was ever dig- 
solvecl or convenecl by ortler of one of his M,zjesty's 
officers-wliila the people, from one extreme of the 
Continent to the other, were uniting in expressions of 
abliorrenc~ at the tyranny of closing the port of Ros- 
ton. intelligence of the suhscqnent measures of Parlia- 
o~en t  renclted tlle Continent. Tllese new sources of 
grievance, it may he supposecl, (lid not ahate the ar- 
t l o ~ ~ r  of tllc Americans in preparing to succour their 
clistreqsetl hretheren of Roston. T h e  imy~art ial  ad- 
ministrution of j l r s t i re  i n  JlJttsanchusetts, which was 
riclicnlonsly asserted to be thc ol),ject of one of the 
new Rills, was an actual overthrow of every thing 
like ,jostice, as well sa a complete subversion of dl its 
forms. Tt placecl every citizen of the Province at 
the mercy of rt Military Govcrnour, ml~o  mne enr- 
roundecl hp the nrnlecl instruments of his will, more 
eager if possil)le than himself to glut their vengeance 
in blootl : ant1 w11o hy the law itsclf were in realit:- 
nvcthoris~d f o  mrrrder wliom they might. 
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T h e  Bill i'for quartering troops in America?' wae 
but a more vigorous prosecution of the measure some 
years befoi-e adopted, and froni which the two Colo- 
nies of Alassachusetts and New Pork had already 
suffered so much. T h e  effect of this renovation of 
their former scheme of coercion was soon, however, 
more seriously felt, in the arrival of Rdmiral Graves 
at Boston, with a large squadroll of s11ips of tho line, 
and transports laden with troops and military stores, 
to reinforce his Excellency the Captain General's 
commahd. Tlicse troops not only took possession of 
the grouiids in the vicinity of Boston, but considera- 
ble numbers were actually encamped within the town 
iisclf. 

There was still another Bill farcically purporting to 
be Lr for the better regulating the government of the 
Province of Massachusetts." I t  would have been 
readily admitted that '6 better regulations" were mucli 
wanted in that government; but the Bill now offered 
w e s  intended to make that worse, which was already 
bad. If  his Majesty had u~dthdrazota all the Crown 
officers from the Province, instead of adding so large- 
ly to tlteir number, the greater portion of the g i ev -  
ances of tho people, which actually flowed from the 
contluct of those omcers, would have been of course 
removed. But the Bills proceeding from the fertile 
ingenuity of Lord North, would be ill understood, if 
judged of from their specious and imposing titles. 

I t  is hardly possible to conceive the extent of dis- 
fress brought upon the people of Boston, by the ex- 
traordinary provisions of the Bill for shutting up that 
port. Nor was this distress coniined to the people 
of Boston-being the metropolis of the Province, and 
d that time the most important commercial mart of the 
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Colonies, the calamities that were heaped upon Bos- 
ton, were necessaiily felt by the whole Province, and 
in a greater or less degree by all the other Provinces. 
Thousands of people from the country, whose fami- 
lies depended for subsistence, upon their employment 
in labour by the merchants and traders of Boston, were, 
by the operations of this destroging Bill, reduced to 
idlouess, beggary, and want. For  the Act had been 
so sudden in its effect, that no time was allewed to 
those oppressed people to seek for employment else- 
where, even if employment elsewliere had been to be 
found-the first notice of this unprecedented scheme 
of Parliamentary vengeance, was received at Boston 
on the 10th of May, thus giving the short interval of 
three week# to prepare for the total subversion of ac- 
customed habits, ancl the overwhelming tide of ruin, 
which the 1st of June was destined to bring with it. 

And all this widely extending misery was devised, 
by the counsellors of a civilized and enlightened na- 
tion, not to punish an act of treason against the 
Majesty of the King, by the town of Boston, but an 
act of t~~espass by a few individuals, against the pro- 
perty of the Honourable East Iildia Company !-It 
was a case which shoulcl have been tried in a Collo- 
nial Court of justice, and not an act which demanded 
the interference of the Lords and Commons of .the em- 
pire. A Colonial Court of justice would have known 
how to separate the guilty from the innocent; and 
evidences enough had been already given to show, 
that the people of the Colonies understood, and prax; 
tised jztstice, in the strictest sense of the term,-with 
honest impartiality. T h e  Parliament of Great Britain, 
in their zeal to punish, overlooked the plain dic- 
tates of justice, and confounded the innocent with the 



p t l l r  \~---'rllep 1041 aight of all rdhqng lawe, the pe 
t t n I t l l * d  01' I\ Iiic.11 I~ad bsos formod by muher diepas- 
b t ( l t ~ l t t t +  t ' ~ * ~ ~ r l t b t l ,  11116 by a new cmaatJnetit, flowing from 
t l~r  t ~ l l t i l l ~ l  l o w  ol' ~ ~ O P ~ O U ,  thty created n new punisb- 
n j t v r  t,  tt1twt\ l~~uqw~*tJonat~~ to tbo maasureless extant of 
I t i t + ~ i >  11 vta\ t + ~ t v : t + ~  tlmn to t l ~  hihd 11atum of the 
( * 1 1 ' ' ~ t ~ t +  t ~ t t ~ n t l t i t l t $ ~ l ,  

I I i* n t w i t  t w w ~ t l  W~LO, if not of common 
\n#, thrrt a\\ crlmeo rhauld b punishad according 
tu tbe p~lelma #S lam euaeteil Wore the commie- 
u k ~  & th odnon. I; la sb\.ioua, tbat the attainment 
d JW&Q w l t l  he ntbecwise di%cult, if ad .It- 
Chvr \mp*lUch buw ah mtum d man : \vhn is much 
t tbw~ tlw daw 8hu th mastet d his pashas, d 
n h  k. a& MW we Cu l ishm to th s u m s  
d w~t,up, than )a tb dkbws of &r wason. The 
kywlW d 8b i ~ & v h h  at bkm, wbu i m  the ctis- 

v$ -#Aawk Idauc* threa irm h e  rater3 few 
u)cea~u &%, YIYSM h u e  amwntwl M WB mm than 
r M. v k w d  h Ik w ilbbrd 
r i Y A Q W h ~ M a ~ 1 ~ 4 ~ t ~ ~  
w & q g Q k ~ ~ ~ * h i t s * d r p l r s l * t t .  amkhd 
w!J$@kepr4*'iWtm"FP. a d p 4 m h k - p ~ ~  
ahw, - wwpm&A-W~hr qukm- hr 
@tbW krk ar -t1.8ujp- made ikrtbr 
w p .  FW .$ldb?wh & ~ W q r  m U , x  
* ~ s ~ w q ~ - o l F u r u r e E  
~ c ~ w ~ t t r ; a c ) p m ~ ~ o ~ r P a d  

w h h  ~ t m h  w& lbawc* dbdkkdl b b- 
w 

W tb Snt~, M bk* was h m d M  tw Jitpri.*cr atbt (ur3- 

u ~ v 4  bdw d>d$l& #m@r(r''&w+wnii:hW 
hm I* ~&#Rwru JuJ; 11+~u& as w& 
lulbct. hwh :&, ~hui&w,IkuJ~. ~to~~jbl! Ruvt~uun dkm 



eff froq all eacial and friendly inte~ceume with their 
brethren of Mmachusetbs land the fiister Colonies- 
U h  law failed of i l  intended effect. Where it was h q  
ed to excite r deadly rivalship, there all selfish inte- 
rests were forgotten in sympathy and kindness. The 
towns of Salem and Narblshead, to their imperisha- 
ble fame, refused to accept the advantages which wonlcl 
have raised them above theii fallen neighbour. The 
firmer of theso patriotick towns nobly avowed to their 
Governour that they had no desire to build up a com- 
mercial importance upon the ruins of their Capitol. 
The  generous and h&dy%hermen of Narbbhead of- 
fered their wharves and their warehouses to the use of 
the Boston merchants. Every where the same disin- 
terested spirit of brotherly affection prevailed-All the 
large towns of the Continent vied with each other in 
offers of assistance to the wandering citizens of Bos- 
ton. Throughout three millions of people, there was 
a display of sympathy and kindness, hononrable to 
human nature. It was an exhibition of union, of 
practical Christian benevolence and charity, which no 
other age, no other country, ever before witnessed. 

Forbidden by the Law to convey any thingto Bas- 
ton by water, the few who remained in town to carry 
on their accustomed trade, were compelled to mrt. 
their goods from Navblehead or Salcm, by the way of 
Cambridge and Roxbury. T o  estimate the trouble,. 
expense, and dii3culty of thia circuitous roub, it 
should be known that the town of Boston etands on rs 
peninsula connected with the main by a narrow slip 
of l a d  leading into Roxbuq, which a d j o b  it oa the 
South. Tba porte fmm which the goode were thus 
carted lay to the X ' ;  and to avoid the paaltiee 
of the law which forbid theh mossing the qamw W* 
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ter whkb separated'tbis end ef the town ffom the 
main, they were compelled to aiake the whble circuit 
of the peninsula and enter it by the narrow slip just 
mentioned. I n  addition to these troubles and Wlcul- 
ties, guards of soldiers were stationed at every entrance 
to the town, before whom it was necessary to under- 
go an examination, and by whom the peaceable; pas- 
senger& were hsrrassed and questioned at every turn. 

But the h i ,  patriotick, noble spirit of the people of 
Boston, was no be crushed by these or any oppres- 
sions. They 1 strn d with heroick fortitude and 
patience against every adMavi l ,  and while their op- 
pressom were fondly flattering tbwsselves that they 
mast at length sink under their calamities, they were 
qnietly preparing to rise in the majesty of their uaited 
strength, and claim an acknowledgement of their 
rights, at the sacdlce of their lives. A martial spir- 
it seemed to infuse itself into the whole people at once. 
Those who had h e n  accustomed to use their guns on- 
ly for amusement, now leuned to use them as soldiers- 
t h e  who had never b e h  Landled a musket, now 
made it the business of the day to learn its excercise; 
and while the husbands were employed in these laboars 
and exoercises, their wives were preparing the ammu- 
nition. 

I n  the midst of these preparations, and while the 
whole people of the Province seemed to consider their 
Charter as dissolved, his 3fajesty7s new Crown olEc- 
ers attempted to enter upon the duties of their new ap- 
pointments. Many of the new Connsellors refused to 
~ p t - h r o r n  refused to take the oath, or to serve 
under the new state of thin-The hurts of Justice 
wen wapended-and the people with one accord re- 
fused to acknowledge any replatiom but &OM which 
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their charter preecribed. And as if an all wise Provi- 
dence had decreed that no interval of calm should al- 
lrtp this noble feelinc; of intlcpentlencc, on t 1 1 ~  4 st of 
September, the Governour onlerctl n militnry forcr, to 
possess themselves of the powder which I)elunqrtl to 
the Provincial Arsenal at Charl~atozan, oppoqitc to 
Boston. The report of this l~oqtile movemt*nt, aR i t  
was considered, occasioned an asseml)laqe of tlrc! pro- 
p\c in arms at Camhridqe, to the nitml)er of uevrml 
thousand, who were scarcrly rr~trainetl I)y thrir mr)t'c, 
prudent hrrthren from an irnmetliatc attnck on (Ire 
Kinq's t m p q  at Boston. Out of this first rumortr ant1 
its consegnences g e w  anotller rvhiclt npreatl *till mort: 
extensirely, that the fleet were actually I)oml~artli~~q 
the torn: and npwartls of thirty tirotisand men, wrra 
on their way to Boston in the cotjmc? of two days. 
Thesr appearanme ocxasionetl aomc alarm to tllc fro- 
rernonr, nnrl the hod of his 31a.je~ty.u npw otfic~rs nt 
S a l ~ m ,  w110 nnder the fear that they could not Ijr. safe 
at cnrll a clirtance from the M p q .  i n  afewdaps wtorn- 
r d  with all +he appurtenanc~o of ottice to tlrr c~rltla~v- 
edfownofBoston. 
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Euents of 1774 continued-Conduct of G m a l  G a g d f e e t i y  
of the peepk. of Sqfolk--Governoufls Cadets disband them- 
s c l d d q  of tk e-ry rcsolrrtions t h +  
W r  Wer to h w r t ~ l  @qp-paClarelwn of E i g W r t &  
cks of .4ssociatiopl-addrenses to th Ring a d  peoplac(hnr*d 
Gage calls a me&rqg o j  the &nerd Court-Countermands the 
order-l'he members assemble to  fm a prmincial Congvesa-. 
TAtir praceeding+Condud o$ the other Cblonies. 

The Governour had very eoon after the amval of 
W troops, ia)ren posseseion of and fortified the ieth- 
mus before spoken of, which oonnects the towns of Boa- 
t~ md Roxbury, called Bostcnc Neak--the only en- 
trance bg land, into the town of Boston, and therefore 
the only route by which, according to the Port Bill, 
the me~chants and traders could carry on their buoi- 
nese. The Glovernou~'~ plea for thus guarding the only 
point of communication with the main land, was the 
frequent desertion of the soldiers ; but a single cen- 
tinel could have as effectually answered this purpose 
as a battalion of men. That the soldiers did desert 
was true, and that they desertedeas frequently after 
this precaution had been taken as before, is equally 
true. For, besides that many of the pewly arrived 
troaps felt a repugnance at being made the instru- 
ments of oppression to their fellow eubjects and 
brethren, they found the service an irksome one on 
other mounts, Every means in the power of the 
Americans were used to prevent them from receiving 
supplies of provision and every other article of neces- 
sity fsr which they were dependent upon the couptv 1 
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and M) ingenious were the countrymen in the inven- 
tion of accident#, that scarcely a cart laden with mili- 
tary stores got safe to town. The consequence was 
that the sddiers suffered many hardships which they 
endeavoured t~ escape by desertion. 

But it was evideat that the Governour's motive for 
fortifying the Neck was not that which he assigned. 
H e  hoped by keeping a body of soldiers continually 
in the view of the citizens, to awe them into submis- 
sion to the new regulations. Such indeed had beeh 
the object of all. the measures of his two predeces- 
sours ; and their want of success should have taught 
General Gage the folly of the experiment. This 
measure served only the more to exasperate the peo- 
ple, and the subsequent seizure of their powder prov- 
ed that his Excellency designed something more than 
a mere menace. 

The  people of iSufolk county, therefore, soon after 
this occurrence, in defiance of the Act of Parliament 
and his Excellency's proclamation, forbidding all pub- 
lick assemblies, held a meeting, and adopted several 
spirited resolotions, by which they declared them- 
eelves constitutionnlly exempt from all obedience to 
the late measures of the British Parliament, that the 
government of the Province was in fact dissolved, and 
that they should consider a11 persons who dared to act 
in any otllcial capacity under the new regulations as 
open enemies of their country. 

We omitted to mention, while on the subject of Par- 
liamentary proceedings in the preceding chapter, that 
one of the last measures of the session was an Act mak- 
ing m m  qfectud pmvieion for the Government of 
the P m ' n c e  of Quebec. Though it would seem at 
aret eight that the operations of this Act could not 
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possibly affect the interests of the - Colonies sonth of 
the Lakes, yet it was so managed as to leave a convic- 
tion in the minds of all the Colonists, that the fate of 
Quebec was but the prelude to their own. Besides 
that by this act the boundaries of the Province were , 
extended consiclerably beyond the limits assigned to 
it by the treaty of 1763, the Government of Quebec 
was converted into the most odious despotism, and the 
Catholick Clergy placed upon a footing in direct hostili- 
ty to the genius and spirit of the English Constitution, 
and the sentiments and principles of the American Co- 
lonies. This could not fail to alarm them for the safe- 
ty of the Protestant religion, the free enjoyment of 
which according to the dictates of their own conscien- 
ces, had been the chief cause of the first emigrations. 
Hence in all subsequent meetings of the people, as well 
as in the proceedings of the Congress, this subject was 
mentioned as one of the grievances of which they had 
to complain. 

The people of Sflo& showed by their proceedings 
that their opposition to the measures of -6overnment 
was not prompted by a licentious disposition !o qnar. 
re1 for trifles. Theyrecommended, on the contrary, a 
decent, quiet and o3ilerly behaviour to their fellow ci- 
tizens, and sent anaddress to theOovernour, dictated 
I J ~  a spirit of firmness which convinced him that they 
would defend their rights to the utmost. They sent a 
copy of their Resolves, and of their letter to the (30- 
vcrnour, with his answer, to the Congress at Phila- 
delphia, upon whose judgment they rested the deci- 
cion of their future couduct. 

T b o  Govornour, about the same time, deprived Mr. 
Harrcock of hie comiuission as Colonel of the corps of 
r4dats-a ~olunker  company of pntlemen of the &at 
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fespectnbility in the town of Boston who acted ~nerely 
in the complimentary serrice of the Governour's 
purrrcl-This disrespect to their Colonel was immecli- 
atelp resented hp the corpa, who retnrned the Stnnd- 

\vhich had 1)een presented to them 1))' his 8xcel- 
lency, and ilisbanclecl tllemselves. Another inqtance 
of tile same spirit occunecl in tlie rrsicnntion of nenr- 
ly  all brs of ctPro\incix 
Colo1 scceptetl a sent i 

1~1101 1 \vlien on the 5th (lay of Septeml)cr the 
clcpul ('PIZ'P Coloni~s met nt the city of Phila- 

. cleiphln. I rlr Ministry of Enqlnnd Ilad constxntly as- 
sured I$ nnd tl~eir fsiencls at l~on~e ,  in \vllich ns- 
snrnn \\-ere strcngthenctl h;r tllc representations 
of BPI-nrrrd nnd JT?rtchinson, that an lrnion amonq the 
peopl Colonies was an idle fear-t11nt their in- 
terccf 1 as tlicir cotcnrdice ~ ~ o n l d  prevent tlrcir 

I 
crclr uniting in tt rcqilar system of operation-that the 
riotoils tliy~osition which evinced itself, n-ns the fer- 
ment of a frw, which ~ronld  suhsiclc npoii the fir4 np- 
peara is Ma,jestp's troops--rind that it rrroulcl 
only 1 Gary to secure n few designing men \rho 
lei1 them on, to ensnrc the return of trnnquility nmonq 
the co bonsters, whom too rnzicl~ Z ~ n i t y  had ren- - 
clrrecl 

Tlrhar, an answer to the vile inqinnations of the Min- 
istry, to tlle contemptible fnlwicntions of the two ex- 
@overnoam, was this assemblage of the best and wisest 
men, armed with the reepectiveauthority of twelve out 
of thirteen Colonies, to deliberate upon the best means 
of eecuring their common rights !--The hopes and the 
fears of North America now centered in this Congress- 
upon their decisions the people of the Colonies had 



WM3 AMERICAN BEVOLUTION. 

pledgsd themselves to depend ; by their eounrelo to 
ret ; by their judgments to abide. A more inhesting, 
a more awful crisis, cannot be imagined. The depu- 
ties themselves felt the full weight of the responsibili- 
ty which rested upon them. They had assumed the so- 
lemn task of fixing the destinies of a nation. Men 
were now here to act together, who had never met be- 
fare. Various d c t i n g  intereets, passions, princi- 
ples, might arise to mar the wisest echemes of nnrmi- 
mky, and n p n  that alone must depend all the good 
which they could hope to effect. They looked to each 
other for consolation ancl confidence, and the Ood of 
nations imparted courage to proceed. 

J7ir@nia had the honour to give a President ta th$ 
first Continental Congress, I'eyton Randolph, Es- 
quire,--and Churles l%onzpson, of Pennsylvania, was 
chosen Secretary. Having thus organized themselves 
as a regular Assembly, Patlick H e n q  was the h t  
to rise and open the momentous concerns whicb had 
brought them topthei. It was only necessary to break 
the first awful silence, and all beeme familiar to the 
necessary course of business. More than a month pass- 
ed in serious delibecdim, before any thing of import- 
ance waa done. On the 8th of October they passed, 
the Mowing wsolntions- 

&solre& That this Congress do a p p a s  of the op- 
popif io , ,  made 1):- t l ~ r  inli~l, i tnnts of i l~r  3lrrssncllusetts 
1hy. to 1110 e?reration nte .kts of Pnrlinme~it : 
and if tlie same slrnll mptecl to be cnrried into 
cxprntion hv forcr. ill ILSP all .3mcrica otrrlrt to 
.q1171p 

It'( 

i\lr ntnro\ nI 01 t 1111 pt-oplr of I5nGtnn inlo trlr ccjrlnrr?-. 
~ 0 1 1 1  
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h t  so importent in its consequences as to require the 
utmost deliberation before it is adopted. But in case 
the Provincial meeting of that Oolony ehall judge it ab- 
s a e l y  necessary, it is the opinion of this Congress, 
that all America ought to contribute towards recom- 
peasing them for the injury they may thereby sustain ; 
and it will be recommended acutrdiagly. 

Reedved, That this Congrcss do recommend to the 
inhabitants of the Colony of Massachusetts Bay, to 
submit to a suspension of the administration of justice, 
when it cannot be procured in a legal and peaceabl~ 

' manner, ~72de~ the ruler, of the C'haTter, and the laws 
founded thereon, until the effects of our application for 
a repeal of the Acts, by which ttaei C-r rights are 
infringed, is known. 

&solved, uncsnimcnurly, That every person or per- 
.one whosoever, who shall take, accept, or act under 
say commiesion or authority, in any wise derived from 

. 4he Act passed in the last session of Parliament, chan- 
ding the form of Government and violating the char- 
.tsr of the Province of Massachusetts Bay, ought to be 
A& in &teatdon aoed Bqholrence by all good men, 
and considered as the wicked tools of t h a t d e q d h ,  
which ia preparing to destroy thoserighta, which God, 
nutulre, and compact have given to America." 
They p a s 4  some other resolutions, in which they 

adviead the people of Massachusetts to conduct them- 
eelma peaceably towards his Majesty's hops, so long 
as tBey mkl do so with safety to themselvee, and not 
lo injure er destroy any of his Majesty's property, or 
te insult his t r o o p ~ n d  further, that the seizing and 
k p o d i n g  any Ammican beyond the seas to be tried, 
Jbr dkmcea committed within the Colonies jmtijed, 
& ongkt to meet with muidance and repripl. 

VOL. I. w 
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On the 10th of October, they addressed a letter to 
Oeneral Gage, in u'hich they respectfully remonstrat- 
ed against the propriety of his conduct in fortify ins 
Boston Neck and thus intemptingthe free intercourse 
of the people-they urged him as he valued the peace 
d the country, to remove these just grounds of com- 
plaint. His Excellency made a reply to this letter, 
in which he attempted something like a defence of his 
kneasures, and concluded with very civilly wishing 
that harmony might be restored. 

On the i&h, The Congress agreed upon the follow- 
ing preamble and resolutions. 

'6 Whereas since the close of the last war, the Bri- 
tish Parliament claiming a power of right to bind the 
people of America by statute, in all cases whatsoever, 
hath in some Acts expressly imposed taxes on them, 
and in others under various pretences, but in fact for 
the purpose of raisilrg a revenue, hath imposed rates 
and duties payable in these Colonies, established a 
Board of Commiesiouers with unconstitutional powers, 
and extended the jurisdiction of Courta of Admiralty, 
not only for collectins the said duties, but for the tri- 
al of c&ses merely arising within the body of a coun- 
ty. 

And whetem in consequence of other statutes, jud- 
ges who before held only estates at will in their offi- 
ces, have been made dependent on the Crown alone for 
their salaries, and standing armies kept in time o 
peace. And it has lately been resolved in Parliament, 

' 

tbat by force of a statute made in the 35th Henry V~TI. 
Colonists may be transperted to England and tried 
there upon accusations for treasons and misprisions, 
or concdment of treasons, committed in the Oolonies ; 
and by a late statute, such trials have beem directed in 
casw thercin mentioned. 



And wberus in the last tmssian of P.rlimcaat, 
t h e  statutes =em made : o w  entitled an Act k b  
discontinue in such manner and for such lime *a ua 
therein mentioned, the landing mcl dischqiug, ladiyl 
or shipping of goods, wlres and mcsrcbmdiuq atthe 
ton n nnc! n-ir hin the barbour of Bollton, in tlre Pra- 
rince of J'l~s~achusetts Bay, iu North America." All- 

other entitled -'An Act for the better regalating t h  
sore rn r~cn t  of the Province ofthe M~ssaclruactta w, 
in  S e 1 1  '{nzlnrrd." And another entitled 46 An Act 
for the inip:~rtial admiaistration of justice, ia the cmus 
ef persons questioned for any act done by them in tlla 
execution of the law, or for the suppression of riots 
and tumults, in the Province of the Massachusottr 
Bay, in New England." And another ~trtute was 
then made "For making more effwtual provirion for 
the government of the Province of Quebac, PC." All 
which statutes are impolitick, unjust and cruel, as well 
as unconstitutional, and moet dangerous and destruc- 
tive of American rights. 

And whereas, Assemblies have been frequently 
dissolved, contrary to the righh of the people, when 
they attempted to deliberate on grievama ; and their 
dutiful, humble, loyal, and reseonable petitions tb the 
Crown for redress, have been repeabdly treated witb 
contempt by hie Majesty's Minintere of Htkte, 
The good people of the several Coloniao of New- 

Hampshire, lkbmuhwtte  Bay, Rhade bkbd aad 
P r o r i h  PhLt iom,  Connecticut, New-York, 
NewJersey, Pennsy1va~1ia, New-Cutle, Kent aad 
fhmex on W a r e ,  Mitgkod and Virginia, Nortb 
Cuolinr.bdIJooth(;uolina,juvtly.lubed.ttLerc 
~ ~ d Y u i h p w r t 8 a d M i u u Q c ,  . . 
t i q p , L L V C ~ e T 8 l J ~ t ~ ~ a 8 d ~  



ed depntiaa to meet and sit in gtneral i*longtess in the 
City of Phihdelphia, in d e r  to obtain such establish- 
ment as that their religion, laws, and liberties may 
not be subverted : Whereupon tBedepu6ieseo appeint- 
ed being naw assembled in a full and free repsento- 
tion of these Colonies, taking ipto their lsobt @ r i m  
consideration the best means of attaining the ende efol.c- 
said, do in the first place, as EdgVlshmen their ancee- 
tors in like caees have usually done, for asgei&~g and 

' vindicating their rip$& and liberties, DECLARE, 
That the inhabitants of the English Colonies in 

North America, by the inmutable hws of nakvg tha 
principles of the English Constit&on9 and the seve- 
ral charters OP compacts, have the folbewing R r e ~ ~ s .  

Besdaed, nemine cmtradicmte, iet. That they are 
entitled tu life, liberty, and pr6perty ; and they have 
never ceded to my foreign powet whatevm, a ri@ 
to dispose of either witbout their come&. 

Renokel n. c. a. That our awestere, who k t  
settled these Oolonies, were at the time of their eai-  
@ens from the Mother Ocrontry, entitld to a11 the 
rights, liberties and immunities of free and mturJ ' 

born snbjects, within the realm of England. 
&deed ~r. c. 8. That by such emigration they 

by no nmma farTetded, sukndered, or lostany of t&oaa 
rights, but that they were, md their dewxndents now 
ua, entitled to the exercise rd;d eajoyaeut of all such 
<d them, as their local mhd 0th c k m d a m s  d 1 e  
them to exarciea and 407. 
aesd* 4. T h a t  the firpudation of English libar- 

tJ .ad of dl free government, is a right in tba peeple 
ta p.rticip.te in tbair Iegislative council: and re tbe 
&@Lb Odaaieb ua mot mpreetnbd, and frar 4M.r 
Ib#lrrdotLar-&@ybare- 



# in ibe Britasb Pulicnt, tbay rre eatitlad 
te 8 h e  a d  excl~sivt peww d lagisla(ioe in their 
several Provincial Legislatures, where tbeir right d 
-on cur alone he preserved, in dl casos cd 
taxation and internal policy, subject only to the ae- 
e t iva  of their Severaig;B, in such manner as ~ I M  here- 
tofore been accnstaned : But from the necemity of the 
caee, and a regard to the mutual intareeta of both carn- 
trh, we &erfally ceased to the eperatioe of PU& 

Acts d the British Parliament as are h j d e ,  re- 
shined to the regulation of our axbrual commerce, 
tbr the purpose of eccariag tbe commercial a d v a d q p  
of the whde empire to the Motber Country, and the 
colamercid bewfite sf it9 respective members, exclu- 
ding every idea of taxation, internal or external, for 
mising a revenue. oa the subjects in Amwica witbout 
W r  umrent. 

Heedved, n. c. 6. That the respective Uolonier 
uc'entitkd to the common Lau of England, md lpMa 
especially to the great and inestimable privilege d be- 
ing tried by their peera of flre vidnrg;e, according to 
the course of that law. 
hid, 6. That they are entitled to the benefit 

of snch uf the Englieh etstptss, ae exbted at the time 
of thair eotonizmtk ; and wbich tbey have, by expa- 
r h z ,  rmpedively lound to be applicable to their ae- 
r e d  local d other circumetancee. 

asedaed, n. c. 7. Thd here, bie Mnjwty7w Bo- 
Isnier, are Ekewise entitled to aU t h  immuaitics d 

g m t d  uul eoabnred to then by royal 
o r d b y  ~ r c v c n l e o Q s  ofprovipl 

chi h. 
% e. 8. Tbat they b*e a rigk I==-- 

U I t o . a e r ~ c , c a r ~ d r r d t e t i r g i c r . . a r , d p s  
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/ 
tition the King ; and that all prosecutions, prohibito- 
rg proclamations, and commitments for the same arc 
illegal. 

Resolved, n. c. 9. That the keeping a standing 
army in any of these Colonies in times of peace, with- 
out the consent of the Legislature of that Colony in 
which such army is kept, is against law. 

Resolved, n. c. 10. I t  is indispensably necessary 
to good government, and rendered essential Ky the 

- English constitution, that the constituent branches of 
the legislature be independent of each other; that, 
therefore, the exercise of legislative power in se~era l  
Colonies by a Council appointed during pleasure, by 
the Crown, is unconstitutional, dangerous, and destruc- 
tive to the freedom of American legislation. 

All and each 9f which, the aforesaid deputies in 
behalf of themselves, and their constituents, do claim, 
demand, and insist on, as their indubitable rights and 
liberties ; which cannot be legally taken from them, 
altered or abridged by any power whatever, without 
their own consent, by their representatives in their se- 
veral Provincial Legislatures." 

They couclude with an enumeration of the various 
Acts of Parliament, and measures of the Ministry, 
which they consider as violations of the rights before 
expressed. And on the 20th of October they agreed 
upon the following articles of Association, to whicb 
every member present subscribed his name. 

tcWe, his Majesty's most loyal subjects, the delegates 
of the several Colonies [before enumerated] deputed 
to represent them in a Continental Congress, held in the 
city of Philadelphia, on the fifth day of September, 
4774, avowing our allegiance to his Majesty, our affec- 
tion and regard for our fellow subjects of Great Bri- 
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tain and elsewhere, dbcted with thedeepest anxiety, 
and most alarming apprehensions at those grievances 
and distresses, with which his Majesty's American 
subjects are oppressed, and having taken under our 
most serious deliberation, the state of the whole Conti- 
nent, fintl, t h ~ t  the present unhappy situation of our af- 
fairs, is occasioned by a ruinous system of Colony Ad- 
ministration adopted by the British Ministry about the 
year 1762, eriden tly calculated for enslaving them 
Colonies, and with them, the British empire. In  pro- 
secution of \\?hich system, various Acts of Parliament 
have heen pacsed for raising a revenue in America, 
for depriving the American subjects, in many instances, 
of tlie constitutional trial by jury, exposing their lives 
60 tlangcr, by directing a new and illegal trial beyond 
the seas, for crimes alleclged to have been committed 
in America : And in prosecution of the same system, . 
several late, cruel, and opyrwsive Acts have been 
passetl respecting the town of Boston and the Maesa- 
chusetts Ray, and also an Act for extending the Pro- 
vince of Quebec, so as to border on the western fron- 
tiers of these Colonies, establishing an arbitrary go- 
vernment therein, and discouraging the settlement of , 

British subjects in that wide extended country ; thus 
by the influence of civil principles and ancient prejudi- 
ces, to dispose the inhabitants to act with hostility 
against the free Protestant Colonies, whenever a wick- 
ed Ministry shall choose so to direct tliem. 

T o  obtain redress of these grievances. which threat- 
en destruction to the lives, liberty and property of his 
Majesty's subjects in North America, we are of opin- 
ion that a non-importation, non-consumption, and non- 
exportation agreement, faithfully adhered to, will 
prove the most speedy, effectual, and peaceable mea- 



gum : Amd t h s r e h  we do, for oureelves and the in- 
habitante of the several Gd&s, whom we represent, 
h l y  agree and assmiate under the sacred ties of 
virtue d honour, and love of our country, ae fol- 
lews : 

First, That from and after the first day of Dece~p- 
Ber next, we will not import into British Americafrom 
Great Britain or Ireland, any goods, wares or mer- 
dmndize whatsoever, or from any other place any 
such goeds, wales or nerchandize, aa shall have been 
exported from Great Britain or Ireland ; nor will we, 
after that day, import any East India Tea from my 
part of the world ; nor any molasses, syrups, paneles, 
coffee or pimento, from the British plantationg or from 
.Dominica ; nor wines from Madeira, or the Western 
Islands ; nor foreign indigo. 

,Second, That we will neither import, nor purchase 
m y  slave imported, after the first day of Uecember 
next; after which time we will wholly discontinue the 
dave trade, and will neither be concerned in it our: 
selves, nor will we hire our vessels, nor sell our com- 
modities or manufactures to those who are concerned 
in it. 

T h i ~ d ,  As a non-consumption agreement, strictly 
adhered to, will be an effectual security for the obser- 
vation of the non-importation, we, as above solemnly 
agree and assoaiate, that, h m  this day, we will not 
purchase or use any tea imported on account of the 
Jhs t  India company, or any on which a duty hath 
been or shall be paid ; and from and after the first day 
of March eext, we will not purchase or use any East 
lndia tea whatever, nor will we, nor shall any peroon 
for or under us, purchase or use, my of those goods, 
w w s  or merchandize, we have agreed net to import, 
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which we shall know, or have caufie to suspect, were 
imported after the lrst  day of December, except quch 
as come under the rules and directions of the tenth ar- 
ticle hereafter mentioned. 

Fou~th, The earnest desire we have, not to injure 
our fellow-subjects in Great Britain, Ireland, or the 
West Indies, induces us to suspend a non-exportation, 
until the tenth day of September, 47'73 ; at which time, 
if the said Acts and parts of Acts of the British Par- 
liament, hereinafter mentioned, are not repealed, we 

I will not, directly or indirectly, -export any merchan- 
dize or commodity whatsoever to Great Britain, Ire- 
land, or the West Indies, except via Europe. 

Fifih, Such as are merchants, and use the British 
and Irish trade, will give orders, as soon as possible, 
to their Factors, agente andcorrespondents in Great Bri- 
tain and Ireland, not to ship any goods to them, on 
any pretence whatsoever, as they cannot be received in 

I America ; and if any merchant residing in Great Bri- 
tain or Ireland, shall directly or indirectly ship any 
goods, wares or merchandize, for America, in order to 
break the eaid non-importation agreement, or in any 
mhnner contravene the same, on such unworthy con- 
duct being well attested, it ought to be made publick ; 
and, on the same being so done, we will not from 
thenceforth have any commercial connexicm with such 
merchant. 

Sizth, That such aa are owners of vessels will give 
positive orders to their captains, or masters, not to re- 

, ceive on board their vessels any g a l s  prohibited by 
the said non-importation agreement, on pain of imme- 
diate dismission from their service. 

Seventh, W e  will use our utmost endeavours to im- 
prove the breed of sheep and increase their number to 

VOL. I. !a? 
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the greatest exteht ; and to that end we will kill them 
as sparingly as may be, especially those of the most 
profitable kind; nor will me export any to the West 
Indies or elsewhere ; and those of us who are, or may 
become overstocked with, or can conveniently spare 
any sheep, will dispose of them to our neighbours, es- 
pecially to the poorer sort, on moderate terms. 

Eighth, That we will in our several stations encou- 
rage frugality, economy, and industry; and promote 
agriculture, arts, and the manufactures of this coun- 
try, especially that of wool; and will discoumteuance 
and discourage every species of extravagance and dis- 
sipation, especially all horse-racing, and all kinds of 
gaming, cock-fighting, exhibitions of shows, plays, 
and other expensive diversions and entertainments. 
And on the death of any relation or friend, none of us, 
or any ef our families, will go into any further mourn- 
ing dress, than a black crape -or ribbon on the arm or 
hat for gentlemen, and a black ribbon or necklace for 
ladies, and we will discontinue the giving of gloves 
and scarfs at funerals. 

Zinth, That such as are venders of goods or mer- 
chandke, will not take advantage of the scarcity of 
goods that may be occasioned by this association, but 
will sell the same at the rates we have been respect- 
ively accustomed to do, for twelve months last put.- 
And if any vender of p d s  or merchandize, shall 
eel1 such goods on higher terms, or shall in any man- 
ner, or by any device whatsoever, violate or depart 
from this agreement, no person ought, nor will any of 
us deal with any such person, or his, or her factor or 
agent, at any time thereafter, for any commodity whate- 
VW. 
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Tenth, In  case any merchant, trader, or other per- 
sons shall import any goods or merchandize aAsr the 
*st day of December, and befbre the 6trst day of Feb- 
ruary next, the same ought forthwith at the election of 
the owner,-to be either reshipped or delivered up to 
the Committee of the county or town wherein they 
shall be imported, to be stored at the risk of the 
importer, until the non-importation agreement ehall 
cease, or be sold under the direction of the Committea 
aforesaid ; and in the last mentioned case, the owner 
or owners of such goods, shall be reimbursed (out of 
the sales) the h s t  cost and charges, the profit, if any, 
to be applied towards relieving and employing such 
poor inhabitants of the town of Boston, as are immedi- 
ate sufferers by the Boston Port Bill ; and a particular 
account of all goods so returned, stored, or sold, to be 
inserted in the publick papers ; and if any gooda or 
merchandizes shall be imported after the said first day 
of February, the same ought forthwith to be sent back 
again, without breaking any of the packages thereof. 

Eleueath, That a Committee be chosen in every 
county, city, and town, by those who are qualified to 
vote for representatives in the Legislature, whose bwi- 
ness it shall be, attentively to observe the conduct of 
all pereons touching the association ; and when it shall 
be made to appear to the satisfaction of a majority of 
such Committee, that any person within the limits of 
their appointment has violated this association, that 
each majority do forthwith cause the truth of the caee 
to be published in the Gazette, to the end, that all 
such foee to the rights of British America may be pub- 
lickly known, and universally contemned as the ena- 
+es of American liberty; and thenceforth we respect- 
ively will break off all dealings with him or her. 



I 

AMERICAN BEVOLUTIOI. 

Tweph, That the Oommittee of correspondence in 
the respective Coloaiee do frequently in~pect the en. 
tries of their Cusbm houses, and inform each other 
from time to time of the true etate thereof, and of eve- 
ry other meterial circumetance tbat may occur relative 
to this association. 

!l%irteenth, That all manufactures of this country 
be. sold at reasonable pricee, EO that no undue advaa- 
tage be taken of a future scarcity of goods. 

Fourteenth, And we do further agree and resolve, 
that me will have no trade, commerce, dealings or in- 
tercourse whatever, with any Colony or Province in 
North Amaricr, which shall not accede to, or which 
&all hereafter violate this association, but will hold 
them as unworthy of the rights of freemen, and as in- 
imical to the liberties of their country. 

And we do solemnly bind ourselves and our coneti- 
tuents, under the ties aforesaid, to adhere to this asso- 
ciation until such parts of the several Acts of Parlia- 
ment passed eince the close of the larat war, as impose 
or continue duties on tea, wine, molasses, syrups, 
pancles, coffee, sugar, pimento, indigo, foreign paper, 
glass, and painters' colours, imported into America, 
and extend the powers of the Admiralty courts bqond 
their ancient limits, deprive the American eubjects of 
trial by jury, authorize the judge's certificate to indem- 
nify the prosecutor, from damages, that he might other- - 

wise be liable to, from a trial by his peers, require op- 
pressive security from a claimant of ships or goods 
seized,befote he shall be allowed to defend his proper- 
ty, me repealed-And until that part of the Act of tbe 
19. Gko. 3. ch. MI. entitled, 66 An act for the better 
eecnriag his Majesty's dock-yade, magazines, ships, 
ammunition and etems," by which, any pereons c h g -  , 
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equally interested--They d e m d  nothi% but -to be 
m t m d  to the situation which they were in at the 
peace of 1763, and they appeal to the justice of the 
British nation for a Parliament that may be led to do 
away the devices of a wicked and cormpt Ministry. 

Their address to the people of the Colonies contain- 
ed a summary account of their proceedings-the diffi- 
culties that necessarily attended the h t  deliberations 
of such an Assembly, and their h o p  that what they 
have done may not only meet with their approbation, 
but produce the effedt desired. They conclude with 
advising them to look forward to the worst and to be 
(6 prepared for every contingency." 

T o  the French inhabitants of Canada, they urged 
the despotick tendency of the late change in their go- 
vernment-they explained to them in terms at once 
forcible, ingenious and artful, the many privileges and 
advantages of the English Constitution, to which they 
had become entitled, upon becoming British subjeds ; 
and the free enjoyment of which had been promised 
to them by the treaty, and were now snatched from 
them by the late Quebec Bill. They conclude by a 
eordial and affectionate invitation to them to unite in the 
measures which they had adopted for the common good 
of all British America. 

They lastly resolved upon the expediency of hold- 
ing another Congresp at the same place on the loth 
May iVB, unless it should be rendered unnecessary 
by a previous redress of grievances. Having thus com- 
pleted their business after a session of fifty two days- 
exactly the number of their members-they dissolv- 
ed themselves on the 26th of October. 

The  proceedings of this celebrated C o n p s ,  the 
tone aucl temper of their various resohtions, the style 
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of their addresses, the composition of the several pa- 
pers that were drawn up by them, were in every par- 
ticular calculated to excite the admiration of tha world. 
That sa assembly of fifty two men, born and educated 
in the ,wilds of a new world, unpractised in the arts of 
polity, most of them unexperienced in the arduous clu- 
ties of legislation, coming from clistnnt and distinct 
governments, differing in religion, manners, customc: 
and habits, as they did in their views with regard to 
the nature of their connexion with Great Rrit~in-that 
such an Assembly, so constituted, should display so 
much wisdom, sagacity, foresight and knowledge of 
the world, such skill in argument, such force of reason- 
ing, such firmness and soundness of judgment, so pro- 
found anacquaintance with the rights of man, such ele- 
vathon of sentiment, such genuine patriotism, and above 
all, such unexampled union of opinion-was indeed a 
political phenomenon, to which history has yet furnish- 
ed no parallel. 

Nor is it less wonderful that the whole people of 
the Colonies represented, should have regarded the 
simple mcommendations of this Congress, with the re- 
verence and obedience due to the strongest ties of law. 
Even in those Colonies where law and authority had 
been set at defiance, the injunctions of the Congress 
were scrupulously obeyed. The whole country w a ~  
in that awful calm of expectation which precedes the 
bursting of a storm. They were willing to wait the 
issue of their petitions, but ready to enforce their 
rights at the risk of life. 

While the Congress were in session at Philadel- 
phia, nearly all the Colonies had fallen upon the plan 
of forming'Pr~vincial hsemblies or Congresses, with- 
out regard to their old forms of government, or rather 
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fat the purpose of reestabliehing their ancient righte 
of government. In  Massachusette the people had de- 
termined to hold a Provincial Congress on the i l t h  
of Octeber, which induced General Qage to ieme hie 
proclamation, convoking the General Comt of the Pro- 
vince, to assemble at Salem on the 5th. By this ma- 
muvre, i t  is probable, he hoped 60 prevent the insti- 
tution of a Provincial Congress. The  members, most 
of whom had formed the last General Court, obeyed 
the writs and repaired accordingly to Salem. Bat, 
for some extraordinary reason which does nd appear, 
probably because he foresaw the impossibility of ma- 
naging the same members who had eo handsomely 
outwitted him in the month of June preceding, on the 
1Uh of October, the day previous to the intended meet- 
ing, Oeneral Gage issued a second Proclamation, dis- 
solaing the Assembly. The members, nevertheless, 
met on the Sth, and determining the last proclamation 
tobe illegal, they agreed to wait one day for the Gto- 
vernoor's appearance to administer the oaths, and 
that failing, they resolved themselves into a Provin- 
cial Congress, as at flrst intended, and adjourned to 
Concord. All that they did here was to appoint a 
President, John Hancork, afterwards president of the 
Continental Congress-address a communication to 
the Governour, (which with his reply were in the u- 
sun1 strain of accusation and recrimination)--and then 
adjourned to meet at Cambridge on the 47th. Here 
they appointed a romn~ittee of safety, and a commit- 
tee of supplies ; the first of which was empowered to 
call out the militia for the defenm of the Province, 
and the last to purchase supplies. Elbridge Geny, 
who af'terwa~ds filled many of the most important sta- 
tions in the Government, was at the head of this last 
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committee. Tbey voted to enlid one fourth of the 
militia ae mainate men, to be frequently drilled and 
held in readiness for rervice at a m&tlte9s warning; 
and after appointing three general officers, they ad- 
journed to tlie 23cl of November. 

The General Assembly of Pennsylvania at their 
meeting in November, by a formal vote ratifled the 
proceedings of the Congress, and appointed delegate0 
to represent them at its next meeting in May. 

Jlfurylnnd mas particularly active in training her 
militia to the ufie of arms, which it mk9 probable they 
wol~lcl he so soon called upon to exercise. They took 
the appointment of officers out of the hande of the 
Governour, and manifesteda zeal in the commoncaure, 
highly honourable. 

I n  every Colony, before the cloee of the year, the 
scene of preparation was going on. I n  the memtime 
the eitnation of the citizens of Boston wae in every 
respect disrgweable and alarm@. Stvrooaded by 
the troops of Bis lhjesty, they were every moment 
liable to attack md to be cut off from their friende in 
the camtry; and the alternative of removing with their 
fandies a d d  eo many perils d diBBcultice, at sach 
an inclement eeamn, was ecrurxly leas 
Genera1 Glqp, however, eeemed to have DO dieposi- 
.tion to riak an immediate aiiacq upon tbe Americans. 
He expeckd minhrcemente in the Spring, and he had 
~ h o w e ~ y i t l r r d p r o v e d t o t b e c w n t r y ~ - ~ -  
ble a f m  of twenty *d mexi, which in tbe e 
nmt of his b* ~ l p  would have 
bea-tto-hi0-y. 

xiis intCati~~ld-&,jI,g~aietfortbepneclrtw.s 
e t i n f m t ~ e r c r i n c a d b ~ ~ i e d c d o f ~ ~ b r  
t b e o c ~ e t r a e t i o n o f r i ~ k r ~ f a b i e ~ .  Bat 
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so great was the general detestation of him and hie 
men, that he could neither procure workmen, mate- 
rials, cluthing, or provisions. 

I n  the mean time the Massachusetts Committees 
were active in their preparations for the most vigorous 
defence in the Spring. They had procured all sorts 
of military supplies for the service of twelve thousand 
men, and had engaged the assistance of the three neigh- 
bouring Provinces of New-Hampshire, Hhode Island 
and Cmnnecticut. But it will now be necessary to 
take a view of the proceedings in England before we 
go on with the further measures of the Contiaeet. 
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Eoents of 1775-Ptoceedings of the British P o r l i a ~ S ' p c c ~ A  
of Lord C%tb--Le+d A W h ' s  Fishery -is concihto- 
r y p r o p 0 e i t i a n M n a - y  c q f h  #some Jbbb Lor& 
People of J h o  Hanapshire s e h  the pocpdtr at thc Fort--move- 

o f  Colond Leslie--Quarrel in J k w  PorMffa i r  B f  b- 
ington and Concord-Exploit of the Rev. a r .  Payson-&- 
sure  of the pmbder in VirginMcConduct of Patrick Henry- 
Lad Hbrth's conciliatory pmprmb reaeivd+#bir of Ti- 
c ~ g a - ~ i l c t o f ~ ~ t p ~ 1 ? Q e p l r Q f ~ o n - -  
&hzschvsctto Fbngrcss cnectrcllrgpoint  dame ,and 
fid declared outlawk-Contipxtal Congress wt--&dr 
proceedings-Ifancock appointed Pr~idendlf'ashinipton a p  
rn'nted Conrmander in Chief-Battle of BrcePr HidLita con- 

wquences. 

TEE &ration evinced by the Congress at Phila- 
delpbia, had given great hopes to all the friends of 
America, that Ministers might be induced to treat 
their complaints with the respect which their justice 
demanded. Some of the first etatesmen in @%laud 
had openly declared that their resolutions and mani. 
festos contained nothing which m Englishman, proud 
of his birthright, ou&t t wish to see altered.' They 
saw in the msiatsnm of the Colonies that invincible 
spirit of f b d o m  which marks the dimity of human 
natom. They srw with dsfaction, that while the 
Americans main-ed with msaly f h p e o s  their own 
rights, they lcnew how to estimate the rights of the 
I&itiah Governmat, and that it now remained with 
the Ministers to accept the t e r m  of reconciliation . which were f a y  and honourably &wed, or lose the 
&& of the C W e e  for ever, by au olnahak jwr- 
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eeverance h their wild dreams of Parliamentary cm- 
premacy. 

The  old Parliament having been unexpectedly di- 
eolved, a new one was convened on the R9th of No- 
vember, im4. T h e  King in his opening speech from 
the throne informed the two houses that the daiing re- 
sistance and disobedience of hie subjects in  Massa- 
chusetts Bay still continued, with increasing and mow 
criminal violence ; but &at the ccmost proper and ef- 
fectual measures had been taken to prevent these mie- 
chiefs ; and that they might depend upon a firm wso- 
lntion to withstand every attempt to weaken, or im- 
pair the supreme authority of this Legislature over 
all the dominions of the Crown." 

I t  is a-aingular fact in the history of Great Britain, 
that the vote on the Address, which usually follows 
the opening Speech fmm the Throfie, occasioned a 
protest in the House of Lords-the first which had 
ever been made on such an occasion--in which the 
protesting Lords declare, that they cannot consent to 
be handed down to posterity as giving their assent to 
the continuance of measures, which a fatal experience 
had proved so ill adapted to the nature of the case, 
and which there is every reason to fear would plunge 
the country into the calamities of civil war. 

But such a consideration could have no weight with 
men who had staked their reputation on the success 
of the bayonet. T h e  Ministers, however, were evi- 
dently at some'loss bow to proceed, notwithstanding 
the high tone of his Majesty's Speech. They ridi- 
culed the idea of a war, but were careful for some 
time to say nothing of their views or intentions. 

At length on the %Oth of January i796, Lord Dart- 
h u t h ,  Secretary of State for the Colonies, laid be- 
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fore the House of Peers, the papers 'relative to his 
department. He had firmly opposed the Minister's 
eeheme of coercion, but without effect, and it was ii- 
nally developed to the House. As soon as the papera 
were read, Lord Chatham rove to move that a hum- 
Me Address be presented to his Majesty, advising 
and beseeching him that (6 in order to open the way to 
a happy settlement of the dangerous troubles in Arne- 
rica, it may graciously please his Majesty to transtnit 
orders to G e w l  Gage for ~emoving his Jfajestf8 
fmcee from the town of Borrton.'' Lord Chatham sar- 
mtically observed, that as he had not (6 the honour 
of access to his Majesty'' he had no other medium 
of communicating to him his ideas of America than 
through Parliameut ; and that he was desirous (6 to 
m u e  him from the advice of his present Ministers." 
He said that America could not be reconciled, (6 she 
ought mt to be ~econciled to this country, till the 
troops of Britain are removed from the Continent" 
The noble Lord went on to say, (6 Resistance to your 
acts was nsceasaq, and therefore j w t  ; and your vain 
declarations of the omnipotence of Parliament, and 
your imperious doctrines of the necessity of submis- 
sion, will be equally impotent to convince or enslave 
America.'' The commanding eloquence of the noble 
Lord wae never more forcibly displayed than on the 
preeent occasion. He insisted that the whole force 
of Britain would be incompetent to subdue the peo- 
ple of America. ('You may no doubt, said he, des- 
troy their cities ; you may cut them off from the su- 
perlluitias, perhaps the conveniencies of life; but, my 
Lords, they will etiU despiae your power, for they 
Baye yet remaining their woods and their liberty." 
B e  eaid that the spirit yhich now animated America 



was the same which had led to the revolution in Eng- 
land, and that the friende of liberty on both sides of 
the Atlmtick had but one common cause. 6' In this 
great cause, he cantinued, they are immoveably allied; 
it is the alliance of Clod and Nature, irnmatubde, etet- 
n J ,  j b e d  as the jimament of Heaven."-Hie Lord- 
ship admitted the right of Parliament to control the 
complicated machinery of commerce and navigation, 
but denied their authority over the pmpedy of the peo- 
ple of the Coloni-6 property is priv+te, individual, 
absolute; the touch of-another annihilates it." He be- 
sought the House to rest upon that distinction, to allow 
the Americans to maintain their principles of taxation, 
and to confine the exerciee of Parliamentary authori- 
ty to the regulations of commerce. Of the Continental 
Congress the noble Earl spoke in a strain of the high- 
est eulogy. '' History, my Lords, (eaid he) has been 
my favaurite study, and in the celebrated writings of 
antiquity have L often ndmired the patriotism of Greece 
and Rome : but, my Lords, I must declare and avow, 
that in the masterstates of the world, I h o w  not ths 
Peqpk, or the Senate, who in such a complication of 
d$cdt d~umatances can stand in peference to the 
Delegates of America assembled in General Congress 
at Philadelphia. I trust it is obvious to your Lord- 
ehips, that all attempts to impose servitude upon such 
men, to establish despotism over such a mighty Gonti- 
nental nation, mwb be must be futde." The 
speaker went on to say, tbat Ministerial mancleuvres 
could never be able to ~nesist such an union as that of 
America, that the hour of danger was not to be avert- 
ed by the tricks of oflice, that matters had now gone 
so far that even repealing the obnoxioue Acts would 
not restore the lost coddenoe of America., unless his 



I Majesty's armed force was withdrawn from the Con- 
tinent. - The Noble Lord pledged himsejH, tbat they 
~i-onltl one day find tllemselves comprllcd to undo all 
their oppressire acts. He  nclvisecl tlicm therefore to'en- 
ter at once into thnt course, of their own accords which 
they must be ultimately forced to aclopt. '* T o  con- 
clude, my Lords. (wid he,) if the Millisters t1111s per- 
sewre in misadz-ising ancl rnislcn&ir?,~ ithe Kin:. I \rill 
not sap- thnt the? can alienxtc the affections of liis suh- 
jects from the Crown: but I affirm, t h ~ y  grill mn7re 
t h ~  CPOTCI? not trwth his ~ c ~ a r i w g ,  I will not sag that 
the King i s  betmycd, but I will pronounce thnt tlw 
Riiltgdom is tt ndoit~.'' 

Lorc! Cl~atllnm'a motion for nn Address to his Ma- 
jesty? was seconclecl and ahly supported by Lord Cnm- 
den : who atlirmetl that (' wllenever oppression begins, 
rclsistance becomes ln~vf i~ l  and right." 

Bnt the motion? like all other motions opposecl to 
the views nnil wishes of the Ministry, was lost 1)y tt 
lnrae nlz,ioritp. T h e  Aclministration cleclnred thrir 
cletrrrnination never to relax in their mensures of co- 
ercion until America was forced into obedience. 

When these same papers came to be considered in the 
House of Cornmans, Lord North moved that they 
should be referred to o Committee of the whole House 
on the a h  of January. In  the early part of the win- 
ter, and during the recess of Parliament, this Mini&? 
had given some reasons to believe, that he had been 
frightened into moderation, by the accounts from the 
Gontinent. He had held fkequent conferences with 
the merchants of London, and had hinted to them that 

I P d i m e n t  might be induced to listen to their peti- 
I # h 8 ,  for a repeal of the Ads that concerned the Co- 
! lonies. They did petition : but befm their petitio~s' 
I 



wwe aded upon, bis Lordship had Feceived some in- 
telligence from America, which changed his views of 
things, and confirmed him in his former scheme of force. 
H e  had been informed by some of the numerous tool8 
of the Government in New York, that the Legislature 
of that Colony would never d o r d  their sanction to the 
proceedings of the Continental Congress ; and that he 
might assure himself the Colony of New-York would 
remain faithful to the British authority, even if an 
union of the other Provinces should take place-an 

- event, which, this intelligence tended to convince hie' 
Lordship, could never be accomplished. 

Posterity will hardly credit the fact that all the mea- 
sures of Lord North's administration, were founded 
.upon the vain and idle rumours of men who had nei- 
ther the honesty nor the courage to tell him what they 
fancied would displease him ; in direct oppugnancy 
to the glaring truths which were constantly repeated 
to bim, not only by statesmen in England who had 
better means of information, and who could have no 
motive for deceiving him, but by the united voice of a 
whole Continentin whose conduct and proceedings, 
*he falsehood of his informers was almost rendered 
self evident. The representations of Bernard and 
Hutqhinson, even after the former had become as infa- 
mous in London as he had made himself in America, 
were treated by Lord North with more attention, than 
the prayers of a whole people, presented with every 
mark of humility and true loyalty. 

With regard to the petitions of the merchants just 
mentioned, Lord North was guilty of an artifice, which 
would have disgraced any other Minister ; but which 
was only in conformity to the general principles upon 
which his Lodehip's system was founded. When 
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they came under consideration contrived, that they t should be referred to a Committe of the whole, to meet 
the day aper the -4merican d a i m  should have been 
acted upon-thus excluding them from any influence 
on the decisions ef that day. 

Among the papers which had been laid before the 
House by Lod Dartmouth, was the petition of the Con- 
p s s  to tba King, in behalf of which the American 
Agente, Dr. Franklin, MrsBollan and Mr. Lee, pe- 
titioned to be heard at the Bar of the House. But this 
privilege was refnsed to them by the Ministers, on the 
ground that the Congress was an illegal body, and 
their petition was rejected by an unusually large ma- 
jority. 

Tbe day allotted for the consideration of the Ame- 
rican papere passed off without any proposition from 
the Ministry. I t  appeared that they felt themselves 
secure of the new Parliament, in which their qajority 
was much greater than in the hmer one, and they 
were in no hmte to settle the existing disputes. Lord 
North perhaps expected that every day would bring 
some accounts, that the people of Boston had actually 
commenced hostilities, and that this would furnish 1) 
pretext for tbe scheme in contemplation. Whatever 
were hie remons, the 8th of February came without 
any plan from the Ministry. 

b r d  Ghatham had not been so idle as the Minis- 
t ry -on  the day just mentioned, he introduced into the 
House of Peers a '6 Provisional Act for settling the 
troubles in America, and for asserting the supreme au- 
thority and superintending power of Great Britain 
over the Colonies." Though this Bill would not in 
all probability have.been well received by the Colo- 
nies, it contained too many appearance8 of concession 
VOL. I. 30 
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te their drauuda, t o w  pleasing tothe Ministry. I t  met 
with unusual oppssifion, and was treahd by mmy of 
the Lords in Administration with a degree of asperi- 
ty, certainly not consistent with the respect wbich was 
due to its noble mover. Lord Barimouth made a faint 
effort to keep it on the table, until the American papers 
should be taken into consideration, but it wrs thrown 
out of the House by a large majerity. 

.On the succeeding daf lord  North moved an Ad- 
dress -to, his Majesty, .thanking him fer the comma- 
nication d the American papers, asserting that s re- 
bellimr actually existed in Maeeacftusetts, and assur- 
ing his Majesty of support, at the hazard of life a d l  
fortune, 46 against all rebellious attempts." Thia mo- 
tion, occasioned a heat of debate, which bd to the dis- 
closure of one a€ the most extraordinary cimumstan- 
ces that perhaps ever ocsumd in the Miaisterial aa- 
aals. 

When bhe adctrmv had been taken to the Hotlse of . 
Peers; Lord Nanejleld took OCCILS~OEI, in the course 
of his epee&, to charge all their pmaeat and impend- 
ing evils to the Port Duties of 1767, which he declrsr- 
ed te 'be '4 the most absurd md perniciousJ9 messtlre 
that could have beea devised. Thme of the Noble 
Lords, who had held the most impartant posts in the 
Administration, at the time alluded to, upon this champ 
of Lord Mansfield, exculpated themselves by declar- 
ing that ' 4  they had never give@ their appmbation te 
that measure, nor Bad had any share in it whatever." 
These were Lo& Shelburae and Camden, and tbe 
Duke of Grafton.-7\hb wna the effeet of that e e m t  
hjuence, which commenced with the reign of his pre- 
sent Majesty, Beorge IIId, and eontimed to direct the 
aeiEairo d the nation, in diraEt mntrluiiction to the ad- 



riadtbsewLo.+pMdrrttlpheh,Ea4towhm 
ahme tBe world ascribed 111 the marsums of Oovma- 
md It wm tbis i d m e m a  which hrd destroy ad all 
tLc e k h  of L d  Chatham to fbrm a w h  sptm of 
Admbbtdm, and which h d  drivel, that illustrious 
nobleman to the brielr of the pave, by Bia laborioun 
memtd erertbns to conatc'mt it. 

This dl8~1- urea td  erne little uhniebrmsnt in 
tLc Hanee, brd it was evanescent, md  the Addmsp 
wae at agreed to by '6 the Lenls Spiritual and 
Temponl." And on the eext day Lord North begw 
to develop hie scheme. He moved for leave to in- 
troduce s MI for restraining the trade of the Naw- 
England Celoniee, and prohibiting hem h m  omy- 
ing on the jishehes on the Banks of Newfoundland. 
Though this Bill wm moved by Lord North, Mr. 
W&rborm, df whom'memorable mention hao slreclr 
dy been made, was its author. Y was an ides worthy 
of the base defamer of a F ~ a n k h ,  to etarve tJle Ame- 
r i c a ~  into sebmieeion-and to starve, tuo, the innocent 
aa we11 as the pilty. Thew were four CdlonLe in 
New-Engld ,  and only one had been declared in a 
dtate of rebellion. Inmaay of the towlrs of Mamachu- 
aotts, it wrs wdl  known to Mr. Wedderhne,  the 
pcapie b d  U t e r s l l ~  a, other m e u  of .upport t h o  
by their fbberies, l~nd that if cut off from h m  tbey 
must be redaced te f k  and mieery. But tbie enlg 
oerved to make tlsc p r o p o d  meaeme more .cceptsbb 
totbMiPietry. lnvriotheLoDBelrmerc,baPtoaa- 
wred them that Orekt Britain reaped all the p p t r  
of tbair k k k - t b t  every i b g  oecsreuy tor car- 
r y b g t h e m o 1 ~ 1 ~ S s r i v d f r a m t b L ~  
4 b d ~ ~ w . s d a e f # w r N e w - ~ t a t b r r c t -  
~ e b ~  N e t L i y l d w e Y o e b d m c p  
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of Ministerial friendb. The motion wtw carried by the 
usual majority. 

I n  the course of the debate upon this Bill, Lord 
North exhibited another instance of his attachment to 
deceptive measnres. He told the House that he had 
a conciliatory p~opositwn to make ; and after labour- 
ing with great ingenuity to prove that he was sincere, 
the riddle was thus expounded-that if the Americans , 

would consent to t m  themselves, at all times and for 
a11 purposes, that Great Britain should demand it, 
why, then--Great Britain would forbear to tax them ; 
or that any one Colony agreeing to this compromise, 
sho~ild be exempt from taxation by the Parliament so 
long as it continued to pay, of its own accmd, all that 
Parliament required. 

This was truly a proposition worthy of Lord North. 
The many evidences which the Americans had alrea- 
dy given of their good sense, were not suflicient to con- 
vince his Lordshtp, that they were not all idiots-he 
had been so told by several of his Lordship's best 
F e n d s ,  and it would have been treason to them, to 
doubt it. But the Minister had nearly outwitted hi- 
self by calling his proposition conc2iatol.y. He had 
raised up so many enemies to Jtmem'ca in this new 
Parliament, who had been taught to look upon her as 
a atubborn, refracto~y chikb, that the idea of hushing 
up the matter so easily, appeared to be derogatory to 
the dignity of an offended mother, and they exclaimed 
against the conduct of his Lordship, as base and de- 
generate. 

His conduct was indeed blase, but not in the sense in 
which his Lordship's friends in Parliament regarded 
it. He p l m d  full confidence in the rumour wbich had 
eo often reached him, that it was utterly impossible the 
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Colonies could ever be united ;. and this scheme was 
well contrived, if any such disposition existed among 
them, to keep them asunder. But it was dificult b 
explain himself without exposing his pdicy too far, 
and the consequence would have been fatal to his mo- 
tion, had not Mr. Wedderburne again helped him out. 
This gentleman contended that nothing like concession 
was meant by the measure, and that though it appear- 
ed to suspend the assertion of a right, it did not sus- 
pend the projitable e x e k e  of that right. T h e  House 
finally agreed to the proposition, R74, to 88, and the 
Minister lost no ground. 

Another Bill for restbining the trade of New-Jer- 
sey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Delaware, Virginia, 
and South Carolina, was soon after brought in, and 
carried almost without opposition. lndeed such was 
the overwhelming power of the Minister, in the pre- 
sent Parliament, that all attempt at opposition was 
~iseless. 

Several ineffectual propositions were made during 
the session, founded upon an earnest desire to restore 
harmony between Great Britain and the Colonies, up- 
on principles of equity to both. Among these, the 
measures proposed by Mr. Burke, in a speech which 
deserves to live for ever in the memory of the politi- 
cian, were m ~ s t  worthy of notice. But they were 
smothered in their birth, by the loud negatives of the 
Ministry. Mr. Burke also presented Gc A representa- 
tion and remonstrance from the General Assembly of 
New-York," in which they express their desire to be 
restored to the good graces of Parliament upon con&- 
tions that, though humble in the extreme, were not 
altogether consistent with the plans of the Ministry, 
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and the paper was, as the peqpk of New-York wish- 
ed it ta be, rejected. 

Having thus pursued the Parliament to their close, 
we shall now return to the Colonies, and see the effect 
produced by the proud menaces and empty boastinga 
of thoee who thought to look them into annibilation. 

I t  was a fortunate circumstance f& the American 
Colonies, that the Parliament of Great Britain receiv- 
ed its impressions of their character from the portraits 
&awn of them by Geaerals Grant, Burgoyng and 
other exquisite painters of the H o u s d y  whose re- 
presentations the Americans appeared too contemptible 
for the formation of any serious plan of military opera- 
tions. Five regiments wera thought an ample force to 
drive the Americans from Ma~achusette to Georgia. 
But the God of battles leans not to the side of the boast- 
er. 
The only movement on the part of the Americans, 

during the  inter, which bore the appearance of hos- 
tility, occurred in the Province of New-Hampshire, 
where a number of people assembled in arms, and at- 
tacked his Majesty's fortress of William and Mary- 
of w hicl~ they easily gained poesession, and having sup- 
plied themselves with all the powder which it contain: 
ecl, they left it again to his Majesty's troops. 

On the part of the British, an unsuccessful attempt 
h ~ d  been made by s detachmeet of t G p s  under the 
command of Lieutenant Colonel Leslie, to ssize some 
brase cannon at Salem. The people hearing of their 
approach removed the cannon into the country, w d  
the oficer pursued pntil interrupted by a draw-bridg;e, 
which had been raised to impede his progress. The 
officer very peremptorily ordered the bridge to be let 
down, but the people who were awembled in consi- 



derable numbers on the opposite side, skid that it was 
a private road, which his Majesty's troops had no 
right to travel-Col. Leslie then made an attempt to 
nize  a b a t  which lay on the shore of the river, but 
the people jumped in and scuttled it, before he had 
time to accomplish hie purpose. He continued obsti- 
nately bent upon crossing, and a combat would in all 
probability hare ensued, but for the interference of a 
clergyman, who saw the whole transaction, and per- 
ceiving that nothing could be effected by the oBcer if 
he was permitted to cross, he persuaded the people to 
let down the bridge. Oolonel Leslie then marched 
over, and marched back again, much to his mortifica- 
tio.. 

Early in the 0pring ameeting of the people of New- 
Pork took place, at which the opposite parties pro- 
ceeded to blows, and a general combat ensued, which 
ended in the complete discomfiture of the King's 
friends, and thereby secured the cooperation of that 
Province. 

I n  Virginia, some spirited resolutio~ls, introduced 
by Mr. Henry, bad passed in the Convention, for 
arming and disciplining the militia, and every thing 
wore the face of an approaching campaign. Having 
reappointed their former deputies to Congress with 
the addition of !&mas Jgerson, the Convention ad- 
journed. 

The Massachusetts Congress had met at Cambridge 
on the tst of February, but adjourned soon afterwards 
to Concord, a9 a place of greater security. At this 
last place the Committees of safety and supplies, had 
collected a large quantity of military stores, and receiv- 
ed further directions to prepare for an army of fifteen 
thoueand men. On the 18th of March a small part of 
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these supplies was seized by the troops of Genera1 
Gage, stationed at Boston Neck. 

T h e  preparations which were making by the Mas- 
sachusetts Congress were well calculated to excite the 
suspicions of ,General Gage, and it is matter of sur- 
prise that he should so long have delayed some at- 
tempt to interrupt them. But intelligence of the pro- 
ceedings of Parliament had not yet reached him ; and, 
fortunately, the people of Massachusetts became pos- 
eessed of it before him. Early in April the citizens of 
Boston began to withdraw from the town, and in a 
short time the greater part of them had joined their 
friends in the country. 

The  spark which had been so long kiudling at 
length burst into a flame. T h e  moment General Gage 
received intelligence from home, he commenced opera- 
t ion~,  but before he liad time to secure the passes from 
the town, information of his movements had been con- 
veyed to the Americans at Concord. On the 18th of 
April, General Gage determined to make an effort to 
possess himself of the military stores which the Ame- 
ricana had collected at Concord, and for that purpose 
detached nine hundred Grenadiers and Light Infan- 
try, under the command of Lieutenant Colonel Smith, 
and Major Pitcairn, who crossed the river in the 
night and landed at Phippsys Farm, about six miles 
north west from Charlestown ferry. After halting 
here for a few moments, they proceeded rapidly to Lex- 
ington, a small village which stands on the road to 
Concord, and which they reached about sunrise. Up- 
on their arrival at Lexington they found about seven- 
ty militia men, paraded on the green, in the centre of 
the village, and a number of spectators near, without 
arms. Major Pitcairn most heroically rode up to this 



WIG band, w w w a s  command4by Cpp* p h ,  
d c d e d  m t  to the@ in 8 voice ~ h i c b  lp *ded 
shodl annibilete them, r r  %me, #e w; t h ~ ~ y  
down yonr arms and diaperse."-&wlirig t&# gs ,or- 
der was nd pmmptly &eyed, ithis moqlsrn g l e w  
rode in among them, h d  his p&@, bran&*@ & 
8nrgrd, and odered the advance corpe which he com- 
maadcdjo fre. The soldiers wed vith loud 66 b ~ -  
zas," and e v e  a general discharge, by pthich eight 
Americans were kil ld,  and eaverd wounqled. A fey 
of .the militia that the eolcliers continued to fire, 
even after they had dispereed, had the courage to stop 
and return f i e  b w i t h  which exceptiw, po resist- 
ance was m a h  on the part of tbe hericans,  ,ahougb 
much pains wcte taken to cast the odium of the a%- 
gression upon them. TB Major LPbtccrirn ,be\ongs t4e # 

disgrace of committing the first mklers, under 
new plan of coercion. 

I t  had been reported that t4e.nbject of this fam~us ex- 
pedition was the seizure of the perqopcl ofSapluel Ad- 
ama and John Hancock, as the two ringleNr8 of re- 
-bellion; but these two gentlamen ,wwe not so wavting 
in judgment, a s h  suppose it  probable, that wine hut-  
dred men would be sent un an srmnd th4t c ~ d d  have 
heen better accomplished hy a faw eecret emissaies. 
They merely fkept out afthe view of Chis detashm~at, 
without relaxing theirlabours in the cause of freedom. 

After this grand &'air atiLexington, Golone1 Smitb 
moved on with-his force tawads fio4conl. The mi- 
litia who had assembled ,there, mt ,being sufesiently 
numerous to diepde.the entrance .af the .regulars, re* 
tired beyond a bridge o a r  the Glancoqd r i~er ,  or Bsl- 
&pika, and the army entered the town without o p p  
sition. !l?hey were .disappointed, hn\ta~er, jn rtbEb 
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&y never f-en, bg those who bha pkdgcd tLcdt 
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blow to the p-2~ of the English trot@; But they 
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ha;- appear when coming fmm ayhg trtlbps. 

Such was the tktrrme f i t ipe  of fAKd P h y ' h  b)i- 
g d c ,  that there can be no dmM he wmhl lWvL h 
oompclled to sntmndtr. Kith UWe or no d$pb&h, 
it he hati been met at Charlcstomm Ncck bg a rtgi- 
merit (if h s h  ;bps .  This was the ektfectstibn bf 
tht Ctbrod and Lcltin$on diBcem. m-ha postkd W 
ptlmit no further thsn Cambridge : knbwihs that Cto- 
ttbncl TiudLy fichrir: had at his comaand a well 
diuiplintwj regiment d -hc h i d y  s6a 6f tibe*, d 
Sdcm and Md!ehrtd. and that itlhMgkntx bf the 
arn\mt*nts of the I3nqIi.h Troops had mactred him, 
in s\lf!!ci~pt time for him to b t w  &ttempW the enter- 
. HIS ss$ect esrittd stmng suspkidlls of his 
r\iw11\.ction to th. cclaamnn rmse : bill this was a time 
#hen s\~*l<ik~n* n crsiI,r excited. often :.=ithoot 
k\~ntlatinn--i? i* equdl? p&able that Coldnel PicL- 
ctirrg tlid not rrrl himuelf atfibrized to mbre wil)lmt 
the nrclrw or thr t'nmmitt~r d Safet~. which it dess 
not np1-r that hhlp m-e ivd .  

tltb mrwt a~rth~ntkk accounts tbirt coaM be d- 
\twtml. il rlqwrrcd that Me British Trbop lbft oa 
thir mcntuahl~ day, in tilled. a d d .  .ad 
new $3 mca : lieutenant Coloacl Smith rrs one a- 

<- t h  wounded. The Prorimills lost b u t  



sixty, h i d  and wounded, including the ei&t who 
*ere mur&ed at Lexington in the morning. T h e  
ihhabitanta of Chaklestown, received the wounded and 
famihhed soldiers of the King into their houses, and 
t)eatkd them with every mark df kind and hospitable 
 as tt return fot which, their town was burnt 
te aehes a few Iftonths afterwards by the e m 0  troaps. 

Tlze &"air of Lexington and Concord eptead with 
@&t ritpidity thrdugh the country--the first blow 
hafl~bWi ethek by his Majesty's troops, and rebel- 
titnt loid ifa name in that of selfdefence. General 
Gdge could nd but be: astonished at an issue so very 
diflbrent from that which he had been led to expect, 
fj;orll the representations of the dastards who had ta- 
keh ref8i;e among his troops at Boston. He  scarce- 
13. thkkght that any resistance would be made to the 
aetdihfttent which he had ordered to Concord the e- 
W i l i g  before; mhch less did he dream that they 
wbnlil be ilriven baek, wearied, beaten, and famished. 

About the same time an affair occurred in Virgiuia, 
%hic\l it will be necessary to relate. Governour 
Dunmot.e, on the plea of an insurrection in a neigh- 
bearing bou~zty, had seht an officer with a body of ma- 
rines, to seize upon the powder in the publick maga- 
zine zit 7killiamburgh, and remove it on board an 
m e d  s'choener then lying in James River. T h e  of- 
%cer eBected this on the night of the 20th of April, 
nhtl the inhabitants were not apprized of it until the 
next morning, When it was w-ith much diWculty they 
*ere *strained from going in pursuit of the oficer 
' b i d  .compelling hitn to restore it. T h e  civil authori- 
tgks of the city addtessed a letter to Lord Dunmore, 
&i bhich they respectfully stated the circumstance, and 
requestekl &at the powder, which wy the property 
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of the Province, miglit be regtored. T o  this his Ex- 
cellency replied that Captain Collins had his order8 
for what had been done, that upon his word and ho- 
nour, it should be restored, whenever it was wanted, 
concluding, bowever, with saying that as he had heard 
that 4' that the people were under arms on this occa- . 
sion" he did "not think i t  prudent to put  poaahr in- 
to their hands." T h e  people were by no means sa- 
tisfied with this reply of the Governour-they conti- 
nued to assemble in arms and to patrol the streets, 
when two days after, his Lordsl~ip sen'. a savage threat 
that if they dared to molest any of his Majesty's of- 
ficers, he would "declat-e freedom to the slaves, and 
day the town in ashes !" This  threat answered no 
other purpose than to show the hellish temper of the 
man from whom it proceeded. T h e  surrounding coun- 
try, hearing of these transactions flew to arms in all 
directions, and being further excited by the news from 
Massachusetts, upwards of seven hundred men as- 
sembled at Yreclericksburg by the 27th of April, on 
their march to Williamsburg. But hearing here that 
tho people of that city were satisfied with the assu- 
mnces which had been given by Lord Dunmore, they 
dispersed and returned to their respective homes. 
'l'his gave rise to an incident which cannot be passed 
over in sileuce. M r .  Hemy, who either felt more en- 
thusiasm in. the cause of freedom, or less confidence 
in the promises of the Governour, than his country- 
men, resolved upon making an attempt to recover the 
powder which had been carried off. T o  effect his ob- 
jmt he made an eloquent appeal to the feelings of the 
iuhabitsnts of his county, which had the desired ef- 
fect. A company ww immediately assembled, and 
placed uudcr his command, with which he forthwith 
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set out on his march to the Capital. T h e  news of 
his expedition soon spread, and such was the effect 
upon his countrymen, by whom he was almost idoliz- 
ed, that five thousand men were in a little time ready 
to join his standard, if it should become necessary. , 
T h e  Governour's family were alarmed and took re- 
fuge on board the E'owey man of war. I n  vain were 
repeated messages sent to stop Mr. Henry's march- 
he proceeded, nor stopt until he had effected his ob- 
ject, which was done without bloodshed-for the Go- 
vernonr, in great apprehension for the consequences, 
gave orders to the Receiver General to meet Mr. Hen- 
ry, aud give him payment i n  full for the powder, with 
which this gallant patriot, returned from his expedi- 
tion, and was two days afterwards proclaimed an out- 
Inw by his Excellency. 

T h e  Provincial Congress of Massachusetts, a few 
days after the battle of Concord, resolved "that an 
army of thirty thousand men be immediately raised 
and established ; that thirteen thousand six hundred 
be by this Province ; and that a letter and delegate 
be sent to the several Colonies of New Hampshire, 
Connecticut and Rhode Island." Of this proposed 
army, General Ward was appointed commander in 
chiet Heath, Prescott, Thomas and Yutnarn, were 
theother Generals. Such was the zeal of the Colo- 
nies which had been applied to for men, that these Ge- 
nerals soon had a nominal force of near tzcenty thousand 
men. Putnam received the news of the Lexin,$on af- 
fair, and of his appointment, while at work in his leather 
apron and check shirt, and in that situation, without 
even waiting to enter his house, he took command of 
several hundred men who .offered themselves to him. 
gave them the necessary orders for marching, and in 
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eighteen hours was himself at Concord, + &stance of 
one hundred milea. Putnam had served under Ge- 
nerrl Amherst, with coaqiderable rqvhtion for gal- 
lantry and courage, in the war of 1762, and  ow 
evinced by his extraordinary zeal rrpd activity, tlrat 
he l i d  lost none of the warmtb of either. Benedict 
Arnold, who had been chosen Captain of a Volunteer 
Company by his fellow citizens of flew Ltaaer, col- 
lected them together the moment the news from Con- 
cord reached him, and in defiance of advice or per- 
wasion, with an ardour which nothing could abate, 
eat wt on his march, and reached the head quarters 
at U m M g e  an the 29th of April. 

Tbe people of New-Jersey very wisely secured 
the A.ozrince treasury, containing about tw-enty thous- 
and pounds sterling, as an excellent resource in the 
A n d  they were preparing to make. 

Abut this time the several Provincial Governours 
&wed Lard North's conciliatory pmposolo, before 
mentioned-but their object was too plainly visible to 
produce aag change in the measures of the Colonies. 

T h e  example which had been set by General Gage 
d saising upon military stores as a p repars tq  mea- 
sure, was m alluring, that most of the Colonies adopt- 
ed it, upan receiving the Lexington news. 

I n  Matjlmd. at Baltimore. the people &us .pas- 
sessed themselves of tm stand of arms, with rc- 
c.outrement-s complete : and at Charleston twdve han- 
dred were secured iu the same manner. But the mqd 
b m p r h t  achievement d this wrt was planned and 
perbrmed by a few ,g.a(lemeu of Connecticut under 
the joiut command of Cdunelr .Wen and &add, the 
latter uf whuru had been prumotecl to that rank by the 
Massachusetts Congress a few d.yrr after his n m d  
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with his volunteer company at Head Quarters. The 
party under them amounted to W0, the greater part of 
whom were inhabitants of that part of the country now 
called Vermont, and bore the distinguishing appellati- 
on of Green mozintain boys. Their point of destination 
was the fortress of Ticonderoga on Lake Champlain, 
which contained a large quantity of military stores, and 
was but feebly garrisoned. The plan was so well laid 
that its execution cost not a man; the two Colonels 

\ surprised the garrison with about $&ty men and de- 
manclecl its surrender 'gin the name of Jehovah and 
the Continental Congress," a demand which Cap- 
tain De la Place was unable to refuse. Having thue 
far succeeded, they determined upon gaining posses- 
sion of Crown Point also, and of a sloop of war which 
lay at St. Johns, all which was most skilfully and 
gallantly effected ; and these two Colonela, with 
the assistance of Colonel Seth Warren, who joined 
them at Ticonderoga with the remainder of the WO 
men, thus gained,complete commancl of Lake Cham- 
plain, besides 1224) pieces of artillery, ten tons of mus- 
ket balls, one hundred stand of arms, a large quan- 
tity of other stores-and about fifty prisoners. 

Immediately after the affair at Lexington, General 
Gage had shewn a disposition to act towards the in- 
habitants, who had been compelled to remain in ~ o s -  
ton, with much bumanity and generosity. He gave 
permission to all who wished it to depart from town 
with ther families and effects, on condition only that 
they would leave behind them their arms and mi- 
litary equipments, which' was certainly a fair and jus- 
tifiable precaution. He offered them moreover every 
facility in his power to remove them, gave permisaiou 
for wagons to cuter the town, and allawed them tbe 
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nse of tbc boats of the fleet. As a further evidence 
of his sinceritj, be directed that a letter should be ad- 
dressed to Doctor Warren, chairman of the Commit- 
tee of Congress, communicating this iaformation.- 
Doctor Warren appeared to be satidled with the ar- 
rangement in every particular, except that he thought 
the nnmber of wagons allowed to be admitted at a 
fimc was too small. The immediate removal of the 
inbi tants  was strongly recommended by the Pro- 
vincial Cnnns.;. Rr17 for Eomr reason whichseems 
to be whnl1;- unr\plnined. the inhabitants, after hay- 
i.g deposircd fheir arms to the amount of im mus- 
kets, 634 pistols. -73 bayonets, and 58 blnaderbos- 
stq were still unnil l in~ to depatt. I t  is certain, at 
k t .  that very few did depart, thoagh it does notap- 
peu that there was any want of faith on the part of 
Gantml Gagbe. or m y  complaint of being nnprovided 
with the promised means of departn-ti1 more 
tban a month lftemuds, when change of circumstan- 
ces rendered it pmdtnt, at last, if it did not entirely 
j u d t v  the General's refusal to let them 9. The in- 
hmbihb had onlv themselves to blame for not seiz- 
ing the apportnniq m-beu it was ofired to the- 
compluht al detention m-as whispered at that time, 
md it is but coauoa jmtite to General Gag- whose 
d u c t  brs been censured in the hardest terms of re- 
pmnch, to W u d e  that his r?;rpement was dictated 
4r r dmm &\ins of humanity. 
In the a r u n  tine the 1h.st.dusctts Congess were 

rdve in cwry mxssq prtpdion for v i g o m  
. . 3 i 1 :n c h m  hs ident  

- l * * t l l ' \ +  thr p!ntr o f  \It. II3n*& 6 w a s  o m  of 
'P I *  ' t  i t  the 
$ 1  b ,  '01 o v ~ y  111 \wn called npon in tbe m o d  

r ' 1 1 1 b 1 ' 1 ~ -  t!icir quota of men, md 



d #can immediately to Head Quuteae-e, caU 
which they wanted no inducements to obey. A p r i ~ i -  
pal ob&t of the Cmgm seemed ta be to guvd Boo- 
ten Neck, so ~6 to cut off tbe h d  oommnnicrGon of 
his Mbjeety's bps in town. In this iBPprtaat ser- 
vice, Colonel Lemuel &obin~ton, of lhndeder, was 
c m i m d y  n d u l .  Another important measure was al- 
se adapted by the M a e a o c h u h  Congrees; t h y  Be- 
cbJd k pF w r  Qf CCUln0ChUt Pnd mode 
lrnd 8 kegd currencx, and directed it to be received 
in pa-pent of d e b h - m d  forther empowered their Ra- 
A v e r  G e d  to borrow the sum of 75,000 pounds 
sterling st an intered of si;c per cent. On the 5th of 
3Gy t b e ~  passed B resolution declaring tbe Colony free 
from all obediewe to General Gage. Very soen a f k  
tbe Lexiagtoa affair, they drew up an addrese to the 
people of Great Britain, in which they EM the tmns- 
d o n s  of the 19th of April, and declare tbeir deter- 
 eati ion never to enbmit to the tyranny ef the ,Minis- 
tq. This A d d m  was despatched by Captain Der- 
by, of Cjalem. to whom they had given their first na- 
val cammkeien. 

Tbe new Godhntal C;ongre%6 commenced their 
seesion at Piddelphia on h e  iOth of Ma>. aud 
nrtanimowly reel& tbeir former Preeident and Be- 
rn*. hveral-  had been e in the m a -  
h m  oieoe the lset gear-Mr. Jeffer 3 Ur. Prank- 
~ a n d ~ o # e r 6  lud h a  added. 

0ae a f t b e k t  &of the n e w ( ; o a p e s a o s t o  
@y ~o 8 request from tbe Beofle of &en -Fork. who 
~ ~ t o k i n C ~ l b o v t k e y a ~ r k l a d o n t a K r r -  
rival ef empchd hqn fmm England. It was 
~ v i d e ~ t  r r a ~  p s k  giv- w COW hrd ~t 

~ ~ e s p e a & m e f u ~ k : & l ~ t O r t b C  
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dispute with Ghat  Britain, whatever might have been 
the secret wishes of a few. Their next step was an 
unanimous resolution to recommend a cessation of a11 
exportations of provisions and other necessaries to all 
the British Provinces of America, which had not en- 
tered into the union. 

They soon after resolved to put the Colonies in a 
state of defence, and that <<an bumble and dutiful pe- 
tition be prese~ted to his Majesty." This measure 
was unanimowrly agreed to, from the certainty which 
many, who voted against their wishes, felt that it 
would produce no effect, and from their desire to con- 
ciliate those members who seemed to be unwilling to' 
proceed to extremities. Mr. Uicfinson, the celebrat- 
ed author of the Parmer's Letters, which have been 
before mentioned, was among tbose who ardently wish- 
ed for a reconciliation with Oreat Britain, upon the 
fair principles of the British Constitution. On tbe 
7th of June they passed a reaolution '(That Thursday 
the 20th of July be observed throughout the twelve 
United Colonies as a day of humiliation, fasting and 
prayer." And on the 9th, they recommended to tbe 
Province of Massachusetts the formation of a new 
government upon the priuciplea of their Charter. 

A few days after the arrival of the three English 
Generals JTore, Clinton, and Burgoyne, General 
Gage issoetl :I proclamation offering in his 'Majesty's 
name a full pardon to all who should lay down their 
arms, except Samuel $durn8 and John Hamcock, two 
arch traitors whom his Majesty was greatly desirous 
to bring to the block. The Congress had a favoum- 
ble opportunity offered to them, at the moment, of 
showing their regard for the Governour's proclama- 
tion, by appointing Mr. Hancock their Preoident, ih . 



place of Mr. Randolph whose private business cal- 
led him home. 

Mr. Hancock was certainly not the man upon whom 
the unbiaesed voice of the Congress would have fallen. 
He had been early enlisted in the cause of the people, 
by the snperiour discernment of Mr. Samuel Adms, . 
who foresaw that his large fortune would add respecta- 
bility to the liUle band of patriots. His manners were 
agreeable, and his address p~.epossessing, but he had 
neither talents nor solidity sufficient to direct any af- ' 

fair of importance. Under the wing of Mr. Adam 
he had acquired considerable popularity, the love of 
which, more than attachment to the great prinoiples 
of opposition to the Ministerial measures, had secur- 
ed him againet an acquiescence in the artful pmpdsi- 
tiope of Governeur Hutchineon, with whom he coatina- 
ed occasionally to be too intimate, until tlie departure 
of that ot3cer for England. S~ibeequent circumstan- 
ces, the effect of accident, had raised him to conspi- 
cuous stations, which increased his influence and con- 
firmed him in the part which he had taken. The new 
honour conferred upon him by Congress, would ne- 
ver hare been thought of, while tbere were such men 
as Franklin, Jeferson, Bckineon, and many others, 
but for the proclamation of General Gage, which has 
rendered his name immortal. 1 

On the 16th of June G~ENERAL WASHINGTON was 
elected by unanimous ballot, Corn rnander in Chief 
of all the Continental forces. When informed by the 
President of this choice, he arose from his seat, and, 
with that peculiar modesty which characterized this 
illustrious man, thus addressed him. ((Though I am 
truly seaeihle of the high honour done me in this ap- 
pointment, yet 1 feel p a t  clistre~s, from a conscious- 
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nese, that my abilities and military experience may 
not be equal to the extensive and important tmst.- 
However, as the Conepss desire it, I will enter up- 
on the momentous daty, and exert every power I pos- 
sess in their service, and for the support of the glori- 
ous cause. I beg they will accept my most cordial 
thanks for this distinguished testimony of their appro- 
bation. But, lest some unlucky event should happen , 

unfavourable to my reputation, I beg it maybe remem- . 
bered by every gentleman in the mom, that I this 
day declare, with the utmost sincerity, I do not think 
myself equal to the command 1 am honoured with. - 
I beg leave, Sir, to assure the Congress, that as no 
pecuniary consideration could have tempted me to ac- 
cept this arduous employment, at the expense of my - 
domestick ease and happiness, I do not wish to q k e  
any profit from it. 1 will keep an exact account of 
my expenses-those, I doubt not, they will discharge, 
and that is all I desire." 

It is a remarkable fact, that the unanimous voice of 
the Congress should have fixed upon a man, who for 
pear twenty years had not drawn a sword, and scarce- 
ly mixed in puhlick affairs ; Washington, having im- 
mediately after the expedition to F o r t  Duqueme, re- 
tired to his farm, where in the unmixed enjoyment of 
domestick klicity, &e seemed to have forgotten the 
great world beyonbhim, or to have remembered it on- ' 
ly as unworthy to disturb his happiness. His early 
warfare had been almost entirely with the Indians, and 
in this he had discovered a coolness of judgment and 
of courage, that never failed to attract the attention, 
and to excite the applause, of his companions in arms. 
His advice to General Braddock showed that he had 
profited by experience : apd his conduct on the death 
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of that brave but headstrong Chief proved how well 
he could have seconded the counsels which he gave. 

. Subsequent to this period we sea him unavailingly 
urging to the British Generals the necessity of a mili- 
tary movement which they could not comprehend, I ,u t 
which was adopted on the instant of General Am- 
hert's amval, whose military genius saw and acknow- 
ledged the wisdom of Washingtou9s measures. Tl~ese 
had beeu the prince1 incidents of his early military 
cmw--Tlaes had not been brilliant, but they l~acl 
Been ench as to develope all the solid qualific B t' 1onq 

of a military dce r .  The Government of his own Pro- 
" . vince had twice voted him the thanks of his country, 

md the eituation of that country now drew him once 
more from his retirement to take bis share in the cln- 
ties of a citizen. The Province of Virginia deserved- 
ly poseessed great influence in the Continental Con- 
gress, and tathat influence may be ascribed their choice 
of Washington, to command the Continental forces-a 
choice which, under the blessing of Providence, led 
our country to independence and l~appiness. 

'The Oongress at the same time appointed four Ma- 
jor Generals and an Adjutant General. Jrtema8 
Ward, Charles Lee, Philip Schuyler, and Imael ' 

Putnam were the Major Generals, in the order in 
which they stand ; and Rmtio  Gatee the Adjutant 
General. We shall have oousionphereafter, to speak 
of the cbaractars of these dcers .  

In the mean time various parties of the militia and 
minute men, under the orders of the Provincial Con- 
gress, had been enLgaged in frequent s k i s h e s  with 
the British feraging parties from Boston. I t  was con- 
sidered as smatter of peat importance, that theBritish 
.should be deprived of the supplies of stock and other 
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articlea of provision, which abounded on the islands 
in Boston harbour. For this purpose General Put- 
nam with a party of six hundred men, in their attempt 
to bring off the stock and destroy the hay on one of the 
islands, were opposed by a party of marines from Boe- 
ton, who were supported by several armed vessels and 
bargea. A warm action commenced which continued 
through the whole of a dark night; and one of the ves- 
sels running aground, the British in the morning were 
compelled to abandon her, and make their escape. Dr. 
Warren had joined Cteueral Putnam in the course of 
the action, and rendered him considerable service. By 
this action tlie British met with R severe loss of men, . 
besides an immense amount of stock, which the Ame- 
ricalis succeeded in conveying from the island, with 
scarcely any loss to themselves. Tile success of Ge- 
neral Putnam encouraged other parties, who suqes- 
sively stripped all the islands in tlie harbour of every 
thing which could be useful to the British army, and 
thus left then1 in a state of considerable embarassment 
at Boston. 

The Provincial Committee of safety judging from 
the arrival of the three British Generals and the con- 
sequent movements of Gencral Gage, t h ~ t ~  some im- 
portant blow would soon be struck, recommended to 
the council of war the propriety of fortifying the com- 
manding grounds dh the peninsula of Charlestown, 
to the north, and thbse of Dorchester to the south of 
Boston, by which the operations of Glenera1 Gage 
might be considerably impeded. There mere two hills 
on the peninsula, in the rear of Charlestown, one of 
whicli commanded both the Charles and Mystic riv- 
ers, and the whole isthmus, which it is somewhat ex- 
traordinary that General Gage did not secure the pos- 
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session .of, sS one of his first measures. Having al- 
ready the command of both rivers, he miglit at little 
trouble or expence, have maintained an uninterrupt- 
ed intercourse with any of the northern parts of tho 
Province, by having possession of Bunker Hill; but 
he did not see his mistake until it was too late to re$- 
tify it. 

T h e  Americans had .determined upon erecting a 

- work on Bunker Hill, but by some mistake, the work- 
men employed commenced their operations on B,*eed7sk 
Hill, three eighths of a mile distant from the former, 
and a much less advantageous position. Colonel Pres-  
cdt,  with a detachment of a thousand men, received 
orders from General Putnam to execute this work ork 

' the night of the 46th of ~une-the'~enera1 himself ac- 
compapied him and superintended the work. They  
commenced at midnight, and with such silence and ex- 
pedition did.they carry on the work, that the dawn o f  
the 47th offered to the view of the British ships in the 

, river, the &st intelligence of what had been doing. 
They saw to their astoni.shment a redoubt, entrench- 
meat and breast-work, where the night before thefe 
had not been the mark of a spade. They were not, 
indeed, finished, for the men continued to labour at 
them, but enough was seen to excite alarm, aud this 
alarm soon became general by the roar of the guns, 
Wrn the Lively man of war. Her guns awakened the 
sleeping Generals of Bostor~, who wire dreaming of 
far different operations for the day. By four o'clock 
in the morning a11 the guns, howitzers and mortars that 
could be brought to bear upon the American works, 
from the ships, floating batteries, and hill of Boston, 
opeued their fire, and one incesalrnt and tremenclous 
roar continued for several hours. 

VOL. c a3 
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The Americans, who, from some anpardouuble 
neglect pr mistake on the part of those whose\ duty it 
was to provide against it, had been labouring all night 6 

without relief or reinforcement; but neither fatigue, 
nor the dreadful roar of artiilery that rung in their 
q r s ,  could arrest the p r o p s s  of their labour. With- 
out stopping to return the fire of a single gun, they pro- 
ceeded to colpplete as far as they could what had been* 
begun. I n  the course of the day they were joined by 

,General Pomeroy and Doctw Warren, who had been 
four days before taken from the ?residential chair of 

, the Provincial Congress and made a Major-General, 
and about $re hundred men chiefly from New Hamp- 

. 'shire and Connecticut, under Colonel Stavk. On 
reaching Bunker Hill, which they did between 1 1 and . a 

I t  o'clock, Colonel Stark and Captain Knowlton were 
ordered by General Putnam to throw up a breast work, 
in the rear of the redoubt and between the two Hills, 
in order to protect the left flank of the lines from the 
attack by the Mystic river. This breast work wrs , 
made by bringing two post-and-rail fences together 
a'nd filling them in with hew hay, rather an insecure 
defknce but the best that the time would admit of be- ' 
ing made. 

About noon General Gage ordered Major General 
4 Howe and. Brigadier General Pigot, with ten compa- 
nies of Grenadiers; ten of Light Infantry, and five Bat- 
talions with a proper train of artillery, to dislodge the 
Americans. These were afterwards reinforced by ee- 
veral additional companies of Grenadiers, the, Wth 
Regiment and Ist Battalien of Marines, making in the 
whole according to Gteneral Gage's own account, up- 
wards of two thutmnd men. Before the troops embark- 
ed in the boats prepared for them, a shell thrown from 
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the kt tary  IrtCoppJs Hfll, ia Boston, set ih to a house 
ia Chadestowa, and the bmiings being all of w " i  

.. 8 the Ire spread with p a t  .rapidity, so that before Gte- 
nma1 Howe landed at Moreton's point, the whole 
.town wae in flames. 
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The Americans lay within the entrenchments, anx- ' 

iaaely waiting for the advance of the British, whom 
thq suffered to approach within a hundred yards, be- 

i .- 
h e  they commenced their h. A volley of musket- 
ry was then ionred in upon them from the yholdine, - 
which was continued for some minutes with such well 
directed aim, thnt the British retreated with p a t  pre- I 
cipitation and disorder. They were rallied and brought 
back to the charge with some difsculty in about twen- . ty minutes-And were again permitted to approach ' 

within tifty or sixty yards, when so deadly a fire h u e d  
trom our redoubt and lines, that the British army were 
c o ~ l l e d  a second time to give way, leaving the 
ground they had occupied covered with the killed and 

. wounded. Oenerals Howe and Pigot, afhr much ex- 
ertion in which they discovered the most undaunted 

pravery, were once more onabled to bring up a few of 
thc companies to the attack, arldG)eneral Clinton com- 
in% over abo~it the same time to their assistance, with 

era1 pieces of artillery, which he so posted as to - 
P the whole extent of the lines, the redoubt was at- . 
crfl on three sides-At this critical moment, theam- 

the Americans gave-outthey had no bay- 
.heir little recloubt was filled by the assail- 

H1.a*7ery was no longer of any avail, and Colo- 
t, who commnnded in the redoubt, gave 
r retreat, which waq effected amidst a gall- 

f l r n  n column of the British who had posted 
lack of the redoubt. The party at 

r- 
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the rail breast-work gallantly maintained their ground 
unta Prescott's troops hacl safely passed them A con- 
tinued cress fire was kept up from the ships and bat- ' r 

teries, during the whole time the Americans were re- 
treating across the isthaus, which, however, was eo 
badly directed that they suffered but little loss. 

, The  British army followed the Provincials to Bml l 

' ker Hill, uot in  pursuit, but because it was a more - 

advantageous position to be occupied, and there en- 
trenthed themselves. The  latter did the same on Pros- 

, pect Hill a few miles furthela, on the road to Cam- 
. bridge, and commandin,o the pass of the peninsula, 

Gus investing the British troops as closely on Charles- 
town Neck as they had before been in Boston. 

Viewed under all its circumstances, the battle oE 
Breed's Hill is, unquestionably, one of the most inte- 
resting and memorable events, that ever engaged the 
pen of the historian. I t  was the first regular action of 
a long and bloody war, that resulted in the dismem- 
berment of a miglity empire. On oue side-were tbe 
hardy and experienced veterans of Europe; on the 
other the raw undisciplined inhabitants of a newcoun?. 
try. T h e  British Generals were fighting for honour; 
the Americas for life ancl liberty. Men who had been 
friends and brothers, who had drank out of t l ~ e  same . 
cup, who had sat together at the same social board, 
were now met in deadly opposition. Thousands of 
spectators, wllo from the lofty site of the scene of ac- 
tion, were enabled to see distinctly all that passed,' 
looked on with an anxiety that doubted on which side 
to rest their Ilopes-on one side were fathers and 
brothers; on the other, friends connected by dearer 
ties than those of blood. Every house, and every 
height, in the viciuity of the battle, was crowded with 
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fhose who felt a deep interest in the dreadfuPconflict. 
The ascending flames of four hundred houses, from 
which the terrified and distressed inhabitants were fly- 
ing in every direction, added a horro"r to the scene, 
11 Ilic11 cleGes t l ~ c  power of the pencil. But it was not 
the iniliviclunls alone who were engaged in the con- 
test, or the tliousands who regarded them with such 
anxiolis concern, ~vliose fate depended on the issue of 
the clap. Tlie distant people of England and Amcri- 
CR 11~d R derp stake in the codict-perpetual slave- 
ry or incleprndence might be the alternatives to one, 
to the other inclelihle disgrace, or undisputed mastery - over R boundless continent. These are a few of th8 
many features which gave a cllaracter of interest and 

=importance to this battle, rarely found to accompany 
the mere encounter of contading armies. f 

Every man of the Provinciale did his duty in this 
memorable battle; but, as must be the c q e  on such 
an occasion, a few dauntless heroes were distinguish- 
ed above their companions. Of these Colonel Pres- 
cott stands foremosthis defence of the redeubt even 
when filled by British troops, when he was without 
powder or bayonets, and when his meu fought foot to 
Eoot with the buts of their guns, entitles him to the first 
rmk of heroes. The fire from Colonel Stark's men, 
whowere posted behind the rail andgrass breastwork, 
was greatly destructive to the enemy. The three Gene- 
r ~ l s  who were on the field had neitherof them a supe- , 
rionror separate command ; their services were volunta- 
ry, and they were given with promptness and bravery 
wherever they seemed to bs most called for. ~utnam'' 
had continued with the labouring party, during the 
whole night assisting not only by his counsels but by 
his personal labour to complete the works ; General 



Warredwas killed early in the action, bravely fight- 
ing like a private soldier by the side of Prescdt 

On the side of the British it is impossible to over- 
look the cool 'and determined bravery of G)eaerals 

- Howe and Yigot, who several timw advanced ahnost 
sinsly to the attack. The lose which their army BUS- ., 
tained must prove that there never was an d o n  more 
bloody or more vigorously sustained, for the numbers 
cngqed, and for the time it lasted. Their loss amonnt- , 

ed to eleven handred men ; of whom, 926 were E11ed, 
and of these 89 were dm. Among theofficora killed 
were Lieutenant Colonel Abemmbie, and Ma* 
Pitcairn-the oilcar who had so short a time before 
ahown himself in so hateful a light to the Americans. 
H e  was consibred a brave ofeeer and was much re- 
gretted by the British, Mt his conduct at LedngSon 
was cowardly and inhuman. They gained by the bat2 
tle jive p i ~ e s  of cannon, and thiTty wounded men. 

The loss to the Americans in killed, wounded, and . 

missing waa 463. Among the killed were Majer Oe- 
neml Warren, Colonel Gardner, Lieutenant Oolonelq 
Parker, Major Moore, and Major Malary, the llret - 
of whom was killed by a random cshot from one of the 
ships after the retmat of the Yrolincials across theisth- 
mus. They lost the battle, but they won imperisha- 
ble leuwls. And though the British army acquired 
possession of the field of battle, it can hardly be said 

. that they pined the victory. Thegwere weakened, 
dispirited and straitened for prouisions-they had lost 
I tlc flower of their army, ~vl~cre they expected to meet 
scarcely any rcsistancc; ant1 they saw that they had 
herenftcr to contend with men \rhosc charadem had 
5 ~ c n  cqregiously misrepresented. 
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- The death of Major General Warren wedeeply 
lamented by the Aqericans. He wae endeared to 
them not less by %is amiable disposition than by his 
murly undemtaoding. He had taken an early part 
i m  the cause af hie oppressed country, and his zeal. 

. pctiwity and talents. were continually exerted for her 
service, The British knew his value to his country- 
men; and his best eulogy is, that they triumphed in 
his fall. 

Nothieg can q s e  or palliate fie conduct pf the 
British to+ the people of Charlestozun. Two 
months Bad scarcely paeeed since their houses had 
been opened to receive the routed, wounded, fainting 
corps of Lord Percy, to whom they had ministered 
every ofice of humanity, with a11 the sesiduity and 
attention that hospitality could dictate, or charity re- 
quire. Professions of gratitude were yet fresh upon 
the lips of many, while they applied the brftnds and 
exulted in the spreading conflagration. War is fa- 
miliar with scenes of honour, and rules of policy may 
some ti& jmtify the perpetration of deeds at which . humanity mnet shndder. But even the rules of war 
have their limite among civilized nations, the traas- 
gressions of which no policy can excuse. The barn- 
ing of Charlestown neither weakened the defence of the 
American worh, nor aided the British in their sssault 

' of them. If it cookd in the remotest degree have led 
to either of these results, the act might be justified by 
the acknowledged principles of warfare: bat thia bas 
not been pretended. I t  was a wanton ad of enomi- 
ty, tlut left indelible d b p m  on the English name. 

 be British army gained nothing by the battle of 
M s  HZ. Ttle works which had been immerli- 
ably thrown up by the Provincials on Proepect ITiII, 



effectually commanded the Oharlestown Neck, and. 
thus cut them off from all supplies in that quarter; 
and .siniilar precautions were takentto invest them on ' 
the Roxbury side, so that their whole dependence 
forbsupplies rested upon their $hipping, 'and the few 
marauding parties that were daring enough to risk a , 
meeting with the Americans. T h e  great number of 
wounded, and the daily deaths owing to the want of 
fresh provisions and good nursing, contributed great- 
ly  to Jhe embadhssment of General Gage. He - 
endeavoured to annoy the ~merfcans  as much as 
possible by continually discharging s h ~ l l s  and balls 
upon every part of their exposed lines, but this serv- 
ed no other purpose than to waste his stock of ammu- 

9 nition, and accustom the Americans to the sound of 
artillery. 

I t  was at this most unfavourable moment, thatathose 
inhabitants of Boston, who hacl remained ifi town af- 
ter delivering up their arms, applied to General Gage 
for the fulfilnent of his previous agreement. He  re- 
fused to let them go, under the plea that they 'had not '' 

delivered up their arms; Tllis was probably true as . 
to some individuals, but it \+.as not true as to the com- 
munity, and was therefore a plea which General Gage 
ought not to haye made. A dispute arose also with 
regard to the meaning of the term '6 effects," in which 
marly of them yere anxious to include their whole r 
stock of me~*cl~andize, certainly contrary to the most 
liberal construction of the word, as well as to the in- 
tention of General Gage. Upon an impartial view 
of the whole conduct of General Gase, with regard 
to this affair, we cannot believe that it deserves the 
odium ~v!~ich has been throv:n upon it. B e  was at 
that moment closely invested, destitute of provisions, 
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and liable to be driven away by the conflagration of 
the town. He knew the strong ties of friendship and 
kindred that bound the people of New-England to- 
gether; and he knew that Boston would be safe, so 
long as it conhined so many inhabitants, male a i d  fe- 
male, who were friendly to the interests of the Ame- 
ricans. General Gage was guilty of prevarication in 
professing to be actuated by the plea set forth in his 
proclamation, and so far his conduct was censurable; 
but he was certainly not bound, under all circumstan- 
ces, to comply with au agreement on the 19th of June, 
which had been made for immediate fulfilment, un- 
der very different circumstances, a month before. A 
few of the inhabitants were afterwards permitted to 
leave the town, but not to carry their efects .  

The Continental' Congress, about thie time, order- 
ed twelve Ri$e companies to be raised in Yennsylva- 
nia, Maryland and Virginia; and issued orders for 
the emission of paper bills lo the amount of two mil- 
lions of dollars, for the redemption of which, they 
pledged the tzcelve confederated Colonies. 

With regard to an alliance with the Indian Tribes, 
the Congress came to a resolution that if any agent of 
the Ministry should excite them to hostilities against 
the Americans, or form any alliance with them, that 

v 
in that case the Colonies ought to avail themselves of 
the assistance of all such Tribes as might be willing 
to enter ib@ alliance with them. This was a faiiand 
justifiable retaliation dictated by self defence. 

The general satisfaction at the appointment of Ge- 
neral Washington was evinced by the attentions eve- 
ry where shown to him on his way from Philadelphia 
to the Head Quarters at Cambridge. Escorts of gen- 
tlemen attended him the whole route, and a committee 
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of the Massachusetts Uongress met him for the same 
parpose. In  his replies to all the addresses that 
were made to him, he expressed his earnest desire that 
the differences with the Mother Country might be acr 
commodated, and that our bonds of connexion might 
not be severed. On his arrival at Cantbridge he found 
.that the whore hrce which had been raised, did not 
amount to jifteen thousand men, a ~ d  that these were 

' 

employed in gu*rding an extent of at least twelve 
miles. His first duty was to deliver the commissions 
which had been entrusted to him by Congress, to the 
the eight Brigadiers, Thomas, Jfmtgomery, Worm- 
ter, Heath, Spencer, Sullivan, Orem and Pomeroy, 
to whom he represented in strong and eloquent terms 
the necessity of union and activityin raising and dis- 
ciplining their respective Brigades, and in pmparing 
ibr defence at all points. 

As a firstistep towards a new arrangement the ar- 
my was divided into three commands : the right wing 
under Gteneral Ward, at Roxbury, the left under Oe- 
neral Lee at Prospect Hill, and the centre at Cam- 
bridge under the Commauder in Chief. The  whole 
line waa well fortified by strong redoubts and entrench- 
ments, but the supply of powder was so extremely small 
that they would have been able to hold ont but a short 
time against an attack. This was soon after remedi- 
ed by a supply from New-Jersey. The RiJEe com- 
panies from the Southern Colonies were raised with 
uncommon expedition, and joined the army early in 
August; so that the whole force now amounted to &- 
teen thousend men. 

Repeated skirmishes took place during the sum. 
mer, in which the Americans were generally success- 
ful, in bringing oft cattle, hay and other articles, of 



which the Britisl~ began to stand p t l y  in need.- 
The Regiment of Cavalry which had arrived from 
Ireland, seemed to be rather a burden than otherwiee 
to General Gage. He d d  make no use of them, 
and the addition of so many mouths to be fed from 
his precarious means, was seriouely felt. Every 
thing concurred to distress and embarrass the troope 
who were thus cooped up in Boetop. They had learn- 
ed by dear experience, that the Americans wem not 
such poltroons se they had been repreeented to be, a 

and that nothing was to be obtained from them but by 
hard fighting. The most hazardous adventures were 
every day perfarmed befom th& eyes, uqder the 
blme of tbsir artillery, by men who, it &ad been said, 
would fly at the ~ g h t  of a Orendier's cap. They 
thus found themselves obliged to risk their lives for 
means of sustenance, and they were seldom able by 
the most desperate enterprises to secure even a scanty 
pittance. 

The Americras on tbe contrary, emboldened by 
the mean0 that dispirited their epemy, grew daily mom 
and more daring. They had, in* ddhmx of a ehip 
of war which ley within one mile, eu-meed4 in ds% 
h y i n g  the Light Home at the -trance of the hpr- 
bout; and whm tbe Briti& at a oubsequent time un- 
dertook to rebuild it, under the protation of a pasty 
of Mluiaee, the Americma akia&d and toeg tbe 
whole party prisoners. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

ELMS of 1775 continued-Proceedings of Congress--declura- 
tion showing the causes of taking up arms-petition to the 
A3-e answer of Lord Dartmuth-Proceedings of the 
Congress-Dr. Franklin d Post dhfm (ftnrr&Cdonid 
convention-lotd Dunmore's conduet-De*n of ConnoUyJius- 

. hated-Lord Dunmme on board the F u m y  requires the a n -  j . 
dance of the Virginia Burgesses-they r~ fuse  to attend-TIwy 
appoint Patrick Henry Coninla~ld~r in Chief of the Colonial . 

' fmce-Dunnwre declares freedom to the Shves-= of lh 
&-cat Bridge-Riz-ington'e Press dcstroged in .Weact Yiwk- 
Destmction of several t o m  i n  f l a o  England-Expedition to 
Canaak-&&ge of +-Colonel dUen mnde prhnm-Ueatir 
of H o n t g m n e r y ~ a r a l l e l  dratrn between Alontgomevy and 
Wolfe-4rnoM wmndeh-his gallunt conduct and lnboriotls 
lttarch-Licentious conduct of the Bl"it.ish in Boston. 

THE Colony of Georgia, notwithstanding their hav- 
ing been excepted from the operations of the restrain- 
ing acts of Parliament, agreed to the Oonfederation of 
the Colonies and appointed Deputies to the Congress, 
early in July. . On the 6th, The 6' United Colonies!' 
agreed to the follewing Declaration setting forth the 
causes a i d  necessity of their taking up  arms;-by 
whicb it will be seen that they were still anxious to 
restore the original cornpaat between the Colonies and 
Great Britain. 

."If it were possible for men, who exercise their 
reason, to believe that the Divine author of our exis- 
tence intended a part of the humau race to hold an 
absolute property in, and rn unbounded power over 
others, marked out by his infinite goodness and wis- 
dom, as the objecta of a legal domination, never right- 
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ly resistable, however severe and oppressive ; the in- 
habitants of these Colonies might at least require from 
the Parliament of Great Britain some evidence, that 
this dreadful authority over them has been granted to 
that body. But a reverence for our great Creator, 
prineiples of humanity, and the dictates of common 
sense, must convince all those who refiectupon the sub- 
ject, that government was instituted to promote tile 
welfare of mankind, and ought to be administered for 
the attainment of that end. The Legislature of Great 
Britain, however, stimulated by an inordinate passion 
for a power not only unjustiibble, but which they know 
to be peculiarly reprobated by the very constitution of 
that Kingdom, and desperate of success in any mode 
of contest where regard should be had to truth,law, 
or right, have at length, deserting those, attempted to 
effect their cruel and impolitick purpose of enslaving 
these Colonies by violence, and have thereby render- 
ed it necessary for us to close with their last appeal 
from reason to arms. Yet, however blinded that as- 
sembly may be, by their intemperate rage for unlimit- 
ed domination, so as to slight justice and the opinion 
of mankind, we esteem ourselves bound, by obliga- 
tions of respect to the rest of the world, to make known 
the justice of our cause. 

6' Our. forefathers, inhabitants of the island of Great 
Britain, left their native land to seek on these sl~ores 
a residence for civil and religious freedom. At the 
expense of their blood, at the hazard of their fortunes. 
without the least to the country from which they re- 
moved, by unceasing labour, and an unconquerable 
spirit, they effected settlements in the distant and in 
hospitable wilds of America, then filled with numer- 
ous and warlike nations of Barbarians. Societies ar 



t h ~ ~ m e u b ,  resied with perfeet Lcgielrtmes, were 
doraed ~ d a r  charters f w  the Crown, and a h ~ t l ~ o -  
h a s  i.ten;ouree was eetablisbed between the Colo- 
nies aad the Kingdom from which they derived their 
. The matual bemeate of this onion became in 
r short time m extraordinary as to excite astenirhmemt. 
It iw universally mfesssed that the amazing iecrease 
of the wealth, etreugth, and navigation of the realm, - from this sou~ce ; and the Minister who so wise- 
ly l ad  succe~sfally directed the measures of Great Bri- 
hin in the late war, publickly declared thatthwe Co- 
lonies enabled her to triumph over her enemies. To- 
w d a  the conclnsion of that war, it phased onr &ve. 
reign to make a change iu hip counsels. From that fa- 
tal moment the &airs of the British empire began to 
fall into confusion, and, gradually eliding from the sum- 

' 

mit of glorious prosperity, to which they had been ad- 
vanced by the virtues and abilities oP one man, are at 
length distracted by the convulsions that now shake it 
to its deepest foundations. The new M i d y ,  find- 
cling the brave foes of Britain, though freqwdly de- 
fiated, yot still contending, took up the unfortunate 
idea of granting them a hasty peace, and then of sub- 
duing !tar faithfbl friends. 

g'These devotod Colonies were judged to be in such 
u state, an to pwoent victories without b~oodsbed, and 
all (he easy emoluments of stattatable plunder. The 
unillterrupted tenwr d theu peaceable .ad mmol 
bshaviourfma the begiuoi~~ of~ololliwtion ; w d , , -  
tfil, zealwg, md ~ISS~U m- d ~ w  
LbOugh *, m n t l y  and amply ack.owledgd i. Lb 
most h a a m b l e  mum? by Lis Majesty, by Je Iate 
K ~ G  by h l i u a n t ,  -M wl tmw ~ h m  

mectitatml i n a o v h 8 .  Pathmatt-- 
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to adopt the pernicious project, a d ,  assumiug a new 
power over them, have in the course of eleveu years, 
+en such decisive specimens of the spirit aud conse- 
quences attending this power, as to leave no doubts 
concerning the effects of acquiescence under it. They 
have undertaken bo give ant1 grant our money without 
our consent, though we have ever exercieed an exclu- 
sive right to clispose of our own property. Statutes 
have been passrtl for extenclinp; tllc jurisdiction of 
Courts of Admiralty and Vice- Admiralty beyond their 
ancient limits, for depriving us of the accustomed and 
inestimable privilege of trial by jury, in caeee afFect- 
ing both life and property ; for suspending the Legie- 
lature of one of the Colonies ; for interdicting all com- 
merce of another ; and for altering fundamentally tlie 
form of government edablishecl by chartur, and secur- 
ed by acts of its own Legislature, solemnly confirmed 
by the Crown : for exempting the 4 murderers' of Oo- 
lonists from legal trial, and, in efl'ect, from punioh- 
ment; for el.eclinq in a neiqhhouring Broviuce, w- 
quired by the joint arms of Great Britain and Ameri- 
ca, a despotism dangerous to our very existence; aud 
for quartering e o l d i e ~  upon the Coloniete in timee of 
~)rofound peace.-It has also heen reeolved in Parlia- 
ment. i hat Colonists, charged with committing certei!~ 
offences, shall he tranoported to Ymgland lo be tried. 

But should we enumerate our in,juries in detail ?- 
By one statute it is declared that Parbent casl 
'of right make lawe to bind us in d l  csecs WMM- 
u.'-What is to defend UR apsainet ee eacwtrPwr so uu- 
limited a power ? Not a single man of the w wbo M- 
~ . m ~ i t i S c k n b g - ~ ,  erie cwbjedto our wdrol 
adwam; bat, ~ t b ~ ~ y , t b y a r e a l l o f t f O e r n  
-hmtheepetstion of d l a w e ;  d a u  Arne- 
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rio&n revenue, if not diverted froin the ostadble p~ 
poses for which it is raised, would actually lighten their 
own burdens, in proportion as they increased ours. 
W e  saw the misery to whtch such despotism would 
reduce us. W e  for ten years incessantly and ineffectu- 
ally besieged the Throne as supplicants ; we muond, 
we remonstrated with Parliament in the most mild 
and decent language. But Adminiatration, iseasible 
that we should regard these oppressive measures ~9 

freemen ought to do, sent over fleets and armies to mi- 
force them. The indignation of the Americans was 
roused it is true; but it was the indignation of a vir- 
tuous, loyal, and affectionate people. A Congress of 
delegates from the united Colonies was assembled at 
Philadelphia on the 6th day of last hptember. We 
resolved again to offer our humble and dutiful petition 
to the King, and also addressed our fellow subjects 
of Great Britain. We have pursued every temperate, 
every respectful measure ; we have even proceded to 
break off our commercial intercourse with our fellow 
subjects, as the last peaceable ndmonition, that our at- 

/ tachment to no nation upon earth would supplant our 
attachment to liberty.-This we flattered ourselves, 
was the ultimate step of the controversy : b t  eubse- ' 
quent events have shown how vain was this%ope of 
finding moderation in our enemies. 

'6 Several threatening expressions against the Colo- 
nies were inserted in his Majesty's speech. Our pe- 
tition, though we are told it was a decent one, that his 
Majesty had I,clcn ple~.;rtl toreceive it graciously, and 
to promise layinq i t  1,cli)re his Ptirliament, ~ v a s  hud- 
dled into both Houses amongst a bundle of American 
papers, and there neglected. The Lords and Com- 
mons, in their address, in the month of February, 



dil,&%& t t  del l ion  at th# W &ally exietd 
hthin the Previnee of M a s s w B m  Bay ; and ihd 
those concerned in it had been countenanced and en- 
canraged by unlawful combinations and engagements, 
M e n d  into by his Majesty's subjects in several of the 
dthet Colonies ; anil therefore they besought his Ma- 
jesty that he would take the most effecfnal measnres 
to enforce due abedience to the laws and authority of 
the aaprenre Legislature.' Sooh after the cemmercial 
in tercom of whole Colonies, with foreign countries 
bnd with each other, was cut off by an Act of P a r b  
ment ; by another, eeveml of them were entirely prohi- 
bited h m  the fisheries in Olre seas near their coaste, on 
which they always depended for their smtenance; a d  
large reinforcements of ships and troops were immedi- 
ately sent over to General Gage. 

ti Frnitless were a11 the entreaties, arguments, and elo- 
quence of an iltustrious band, of the most distinguish- 
ed Peers and Commoners, who nobly and strenuous- 
ly asserted the justice of our cause, to stag or even to 
mi'tigate the heedless fury with which these aacumn- 
lated and unexampled outrages were humect an.- 
Eq~ixlly fnritless was the interference bf the City d 
London, of Bristaf, and lundy other respectable towns 
in our f:~rotv. Parliament adopted a@ i&ious ma- 
naeuvre, calculated: to &vide ns, to establieh a perpe- 
tual auction of taxatieas, where Colony should bid 
againat Gdony, all of whom wem informed what rm. 
som should redeem their lives; and thus to extorbfroar 
as at tbe point df the b q n e t  tbepBaown wms thr( 
should be suiReient to gatiffif $ossihle ta gaatify, 
Ministerial rapacity, with the misemblie indulgence leZ 
taus of raisingin our own mode the prescribed tribute. 
matterms more rigid md humililttiagcaa3d have Beem 
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itict.ted by nrmoreeless victers to eaqmcnd rsPlaaiee 1 
Is our c i r c u m m ,  to .Eapt kn r d  be to de- 
m e  them. 

66 Soon after the inteUigemce dtlaar@ing~ ar- 
rived on this continent, Gt#srl GageZ wbo, in the 
course of the last year had taka -ion of the 
town of Boston, in the P1Dvktt d X-husett's 
b y ,  and still occupied it as a &, on the 19th 
of April, sent out from that place a large detachment 
of his army, who made aa unprovoked assault on the 
iuhabitants of the said Province at the town of Lex- 
ington, as a p p m  by the atfidavits of a great nnm- 
ber of persons, some of whem wete officers and ml- 
diers ef that detachment ; murdered eight of the in- 
habitants of the said Province, and wounded m a w  
others-From thence the troops proceeded in warlike 
array to the town of C o n c d ,  wbere they set upon 
mother part ei the inhabitants of the same Province, 
killing several and wounding more, until compelled 
to reitreat by the conntry people suddenly .ssembld 
to repel thie crnel a g g v s b ~  Hostilities thus coar- 
mcnsed by t8e British troops, h.1-c been ahrce proge- 
mted by them without rcgvd to faith or nputatim, 
Tbe inbbhnts of Beden behg conheal in that tom 
by the Bemm1, their fhr t r~apr  ; and baring in order 
k , p r o c p r e ~ d p i s o i o l r , a a Q b m d i n t o a ~ . t y a i t h  
him: it wmstipal.tacl(lut hesridirh.hitrsts,ba~- 
jr( l ldepdd t b e i r m  wirhtheirown 
s b P l d ~ ~ b d e e u t , ~ w i t h t h c n ~  

~ d s l i r u t d u p t h d r  -- '@&- 
a t w ~ t  ht.b dlbmmu, h d e h u c d  
t k . ~ a f ~ t i r s , ~ b i c h e r c a s a ~ . . r t ; a r  

r u a c n l i , t b ~ ~  onitxed ihe r r r s s -  
d - ~ * d , t h t & ~ * b s ~ b r *  
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owners to be seized by a bodg of soldiem; detained 
the greatest part of the inhabitante in the town, and 
compelled the few, who were permitted to retire, to 
leave their most valuable effects behind. 
'CBy this perfidy, wives are separated from their 

htlsbands, children from their pawnts, the aged and 
eick from their relations and friends, who wished to 
attend and comfort them ; and those who have been 
used to live in plenty, and even elegance, are reduced 
to deplorable distress. 

The Gteneral further emulating his Ministerial 
masters, by a proclamation bearing date on the 42th 
day of June. after venting the gmsest falsehoods and 
calumnies against the good people of these Colonies, 
proceeds to 6 declare them all, either by name or de- 
scription to be rebels and traitors,', to supersede the 
course of the common law, and instead thereof to pub- 
lish and order the use and exercise of the law mar- 
tial !-His troops have butchered our countrymen; 
have wantonly burnt Charlestown, besides a conside- 
rable number of houses in other places ; our ships and 
vessels are seized ; the necessary supplies of provi- 
sion are intercepted ; and he is exerting lus utmost 
power to spread destruction and devastation around 
him. 

66 W e  have received certain intelligence, that Ge- 
neral Carleton, the G)overnour of Canada, is instigat- 
ing the people of that Province and the Indians to f# 
upon us ; and we have but too much re- to qppre, 
hend, that schemes have been for \to excite domes. 
tic enemies amongst us. In b # a part of these Go- ,. 
lonies now feels, and all of them are sure of feeling, - 
as far as the vengeance of Administratian caa infiict 
them, the complicated cdamities of fire, sword, and f4.l 



mine, W e  arrs m d u d  to the alternative 91 &ueb 
en uncmditisntl onbnriesioo to the tyrauny of irriw. 
ad Ministers, or reuistsuce by M. The lattar is o m  
choice. We ham couatd the cost of thio ccqnbt, & 
flud nothing es dwrdhl as veluqtaq sbvery. Hon- 
gap, justice, a d  h m a d t y  forbid ue tamely to aurrm* 
der that freedom, whicb we d v d  fm oyr @la& 
mmstere, sad w k h  our innwent peoteclty lpva R rig& 
to receive from ue. We cannot endum the infapy and 
guilt of resigning succeeding gener~tione ta that 
wretchednase wGch inevitably awaits them, if we base- 
ly entail hereditary bondage upon them. 

d6 Oar cause is jast : Our union ie peFf8ct : Our in- 
1BFga1 resopmm are great, and, i f n e c w ~ q ,  f o ~ @  m- 
eistance is undoubtedly ahinable. We gratefully a- 
knowledge, ss Bignal instancea of h divine favour to- 
wa~ds us, that his Provideme wsuM not psnnit us to 
fm called into thte eevere controversy, until we were 
 grow^ up into tmr pweent stmagth, had been previ- 
ously exercised in warlike opevatiancr, and posoessed 
the means of defending rmwelves. With hearta forti- 
fled with these animating reflectioaa, we most solemn- 
ly before Osd a d  the world declare : that, exerting 
the utmost e n e w  of those powers which our benefi- 
cent Creator had graciously bestowed upon%, the 
arms we have been compelled by our enemies to as- 
mme, we will, in dedanae of every h q d ,  with ump 
bted iirmness and perseverance, employ for the pre- 
servation &oar liberties, beiig with oue miud resolv- 

her than live, like slaves. 
9 6' Lest this fme% decl should disquiet theminds of 

our friends and fellow-suwts ip any part of the em- 
pire, we asare them, that wemean not to dissolve tbe 
anion whicb baa eo long and so happily subsided be- 



&mm as, d which we eincetaly wiab to see restor- 
ed. Necesitg has not yet driven 11s into that tlespe- 
rate measure, or induced to excite any otht-P  lat ti on 
to war aggnst them. 11-e hnve not rnisetl nrn~ies \\?it h 
ambitious designs of separating from Great ljritain 
and establishing inclepenclent' states. We fiqllt not 
for glory or for conquest. 1Ve exhibit to mitnkintl 
the remarkable spectacle of rc people nttackctl 1)y un- 
provoke(1 enemies, without any imputation or snspi- 
cion of offence. They I)ottst of their pri\?ileqes nl~tl 
civilization, and yet proffer no milder contlitiou tllnn 

. servitude or death. 
6th our own nativs lmd, in defence of the free- 

dom that is our birth-right, and wbich we ever au- 
I joyed until the late violation of it, for the protection 

of our property, acquired eolely by the hoawt indw- 
try of our fore fathers, and oarselveo; againet vio- 
lence actually offered, we have taken up arme. We 
shall I4y them down when hostilitiee shall ceue on 
the part of our aggressors, and a11 danger of their 
baing renewed ahall be removed, and uot before. 

44 With an humble confidence in the merciee of the 
Supreme and impartial Ruler of the univeroe, we mwt 
de\-orrtly knplore his divine @esn to conduct ua 
happily through tbie great c o f i t ,  dispose our ml- 
ver~aries to rec011ciliation on monab le  terme, and 

I hmby to &eve the empire from the cubmities of 
c i d  w8r." 

In thsir Patirim to (ha King, they recapitulated 

i the p a t  d v ~ t q p s  wbkh Cheat &itah had derived 
fmm the ColoPies before the mnmexioa hid been bre- 
km4q civil diBBCBQiQDLO, d the hsppilress which the 
Oelotko t b c d v e e  u w  fropn t h r t c o ~ o e ~ ,  
en leag am the Govemwat refrained koa ~ j ~ t  lLnd . 

I 
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arbitrary exactions. Tliey called to his Majesty'$ 
remembrance the sliare which they had borne in the 
late French war, and the alacrity with which they 
had contributed to its success both in men and money. 
Tliey expressed their astonishment that while all the 
rest of his Majesty's dominions were enjoying the 
ease and the honours of the giorious peace of 1763, 
a new system of regulations slioulcl be adopted for 
the government of the Colonies, which effectually ex- 
cluded them from all the blessings of peace. (&Nor 
wcre their anxities, say they, alleviated by any ten- 
dency in this system to promote the welfare of the Mo- 
ther Country; for though its effects were more imme- 

. . diately felt by them, yet its influence appeared to be 
injurious to the commerce and prosperity of Great 
Britain." 

They thought it unnecessary to repeat the various 
artifices, pretences, and severities, which his Mnjes- 
ty's Ministers from time to time resorted to, for exe- 
cuting this impolitick plan-it was enough they had 
been such as to force the Colonies to take up arms in 
their defence-an event which they deeply and sin- 
cerely deplered. 

After professing a most ardent attachment to his 
Majesty's person, family and government, and deplor- 
ing every event tending to weaken it, they earnestly 
entreated his Majesty to interpose his autliority and 
influence to procure them relief from the oppressive 
system of the Ministers ; and that he would be pleas- 
ed to direct some mode by which the united applica- 
tions of his faithful Colonists to the Throne might be 
improved into a happy and pemnanent reconciliation. 

This humble and respecful petition to his Majesty 
was subscribed by every member of the Congress, 



and forwardad to Mr. Penn aad Mr. Lee, who in 
person delivered it to Lord Dartmouth, the Colonial 
Secretary. But his Lordship after a delay of some 
days told them that "no answer would be given." 
. This wab, the second petition of the General Con- 
gress in America to his Majesty ; and they were se- 
conded By petitions from the citizens and traders of 
London signed by more than two thousand n a m e s  
But his Majesty, whatever might have been his pri- 
vate feelings, was under an influence very Werent from 
that of oegard to the complaints of his Colonies. 

If it had been possible for any thing to have taught 
. wisdom to the British Ministry, they might have learn- 

ed from the style and character of these papers, that 
the only way to recover the Colonies, would have beeu 
to order 'home the Troops of his Majesty, and to re- 
peal every measure which bad been taken with re- 
gard to America, since the conquest of Canada in 1762. 
While they were willing, and even anxious, for the 

- most part, to return to their obedience to the King, 
they were equally determined not to submit to the 
smallest infractiou of their natural or chartered rights. 
At this moment a reconciliation might have taken 
place-but the reconciliation must have disgraced the 
eagacity of Lord North, and the l~appiness and in- 
terests of millions were made sltbservient to his con- 
sistency of character. 

Neither the Congress nor the army remained idle 
during the intervaL that elapsed before they could 
know the result of their petitions and addresses, on 
the measures of the Ministry. The former went on 
to make such regulations with regard to the whole 
people as the nature of their political situation seem- 
ed to require. They established a Gene~al Post  Of- 



fie, at the head of which they pl-d Dr, M n k l i a j  
and a general Hospital calculated fer an a m y  of h e a d  
tg thousand mkn. They regulhted also the appor- 
tionment af the general expences upon the several Go- 
lonies ; made addresses to their Indian nelghhurs, 
and thus gradually assumed all thb functions of a re- , 

gular 6lovernment. Bat before we speak of the fur- 
ther operations of the mdin artny, it win Be neoessary 
to fake a cursory view of the pmcedinga in the seve- 
fa1 Colcmies. 

, In  obedience to advice h i m  the Continental Con- 
gress, all the Colonies, whose ferns of gsvernment 
had been invaded by the tyranniacl acts of Pdiament, 
or the usurped authority of the Oovernoups, had es- 
tablished conventions or associations, and declared 
themselves free from obedience to the King's ofilicers, 
Cpnnecticut and Rhode Island continued their OM 
forms, the friends of liberty in those Prarinces hav- 
ing always maintained a large majority in their 
Legislative Assemblies. They were indefatigable 
in their exertions to serve the common cause, to which 
they were doubly bound, by compact with Masmhu- 
setts, and by an agreement with the General Congress. 
A large portion of the present army was composed of 
the people of those two Provinces, and New-Hamp- 
shire. 

The Province of .Maryland in conformity to the re- 
comendatiuu of the Congress, formed a Convelttion 
on the 26th of July, and entered into articles of asas- - 

ciation by which they ptedged themse\ves ta each o- 
t b r  and to America, to support the opposition. The! 
Association also formed a kind of militia law, by which 
every man between the ages of sixteen and lifty years, 
was required to enrol himoelf in a company of milith, 
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and resolved upon raising forty wmpanise of minute 
men. A '6 committee of safety" was appointed with 
authority to act for the association in its m s s ,  and 
a paper currency established to the mount of one 
hundred thowrad pound#. The  membem of the As- 
sociation or Convention from each individual county, 
acted as a committee, of safety for their respective 
counties; and to the vigilance of one of these commit- , 

tees was due the discovery and diecodture of a plan, 
which if effected might have brought irremedable mi- 
sery upon all the Southern Colonies. 

I t  has been seen that Lord Dunmore had threat- 
ened to free the blacks and arm th?m against the in- 
habitants of Virginia. This was not altogether an 
idle threat on the p u t  of his Lordship--but feering 
for hi8 own safety if Be carried it wholly iuto execu- 
tion, he deemed it prudent to go about it in a somewhat 
circuitous way. He found an accomplice suited to 
his detestable designs in a fellow named ConnoUy, 
a native of Pennsylvania, as some a@m, but moat 
probably according to others; a Scotch renegade.-- 
This fellow, judging from the disposition which hb 
Lordship had evinced, that he might be raised into 
notice through his favour, proposed to him a plan for 
engaging the Indians of the Ohio to attack the unpre- 
pared and defenceless inhabitants of the frontier set- 
tlements, and thus drive them to seek the yrotectio~ 
of his Majesty's troops. ConnoUy had already ar- 
ranged the whole plan, not only with the Indians but 
with the unsuspecting Americans and militia oiRcero 
in their neighbourhood, and now only wanted a corn- 
miesion and legal authority to act. Before his Lord- 
ship could act, however, it was necessary to consult 
the Commander in Chief of of MajesQ9a forcu at 
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, Boston; and Connolly himself was sent on to Cfe- 
nerd Gage, to develope his scheme. I t  Was some-' 
time before the General could be made to see either 
the practicability or the policy of the scheme, but 
he at length consented to give Oonnolly the commis- 
sion of a Lieutenant Colonel with power to raise a 
~*egiment on the western frontiers, and authority to 
equip them from the military depots in that quarter. 
Thus provided. with power and instructions, Connol- 
ly took the road to Detroit, but was seized on his pas- 
sage through Maryland and taken before, the Com- 
mittee at Fredericktown with all his correspondence 
and a full developement of his plan. Thus was this 
iniquitous scheme -frustrated. 

South Cardina was one of the first Colonies to 
adopt a Provincial Congress. Their Association was 
formed on the !&l of June, and Henry Laurens, a 
name afterwards conspicuous in the councils of the 
countl.y, was unanimously chosen their President.- 
In their declaration,  the^ expressed an earnest desire 
to be reconciled to ~ f rea t  Britain upon conetitutiond 
principlee, and concluded by pronouncing 66 all those 
persons inimical to the liberties of the Colonies who 
should refuse to subscribe this association.)) 

Like the other Colonies they chose a council of 
safety, which acted as an executive branch of govern- 
ment. 

They resolved to raise two regiments of Infantry 
and one of Rangers for the service of Congress, and 
to put the Provi~~ce in a state of defence by a prnper 
mgulation of the militia. They followed the exam- 

' ple of the Eastern Coloniea in issuing a paper c w -  
Pency. They also adopted an effectual method of 
obtaining the signatures of the people to the Asswi- 
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stioo by publishing the names of those who refused, 
and breaking off aH intercourse with them. 

I n  the midst of these preparations for strenuous op- 
position it was recollected that the supply of powder 
in the whole Colony did not exceed 3,000 Ibs. ; and 
an expedition consisting of twelve men was fitted out 
at Charleston for the parpose of obtaining a supply 
from the Coast of East Florida. Near St. Augus- 
tine they met with a vessel having on board tzcdve 
British Grenadiers, which they boarded by sarprise 
and took out 140001bs of powder, for which they gave 
the captain a biU of exchange and returned with their 
booty to Beaufort, and thence through the interior of 
the country to Charleston. A, m&re spirited or use- 
ful enterprise scarcely occurred during the war. But 
it wss the season of adventure and every heart seem- 
ed to be nerved with more than common valour. 

In NdW Carolina the people were not so fortu- 
nate in a Governour as in their sister Province. Lord 
William Campbell, though a firm supporter of the 
King, was nevertheless mild and conciliatory in his 
manners and conduct. Governour Martin, on the con- 
trary, was furious in his opposition to the people, aad . 
united with Lord Dunmore in all his schemes to ex- - 

cite the Indians to join his standard against the friends 
of liberty. H e  had raised a considerable party of 
Scotch emignmts, with whose assistance he made an 
attempt to fortify his palace at Newbern; but the par- 
ty of the people outnumbered his adherents, and com- 
pelled him to take refuge elsewhere, leaving his ar- 
tillery to fall into their bands. He retired to FOP# 
Johnsun, and the Council of Safety declared it infa- 
mous for any person to hold communication with him. 
They resolved npon raising a thuusafid men, and plac- 
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ing the Colony in qstate of defence; and to enable them 
to do this, they agreed upon a paper c u r r q .  Soon 
after the f3overnour had left his palace, thcy disco- 
vered secreted in his garden and cellar, a large quan- 
tity of powder, balls, iron, lead, and other militarg 
stom. 

In Virginia, the zed  and activity which had been 
excited by the spirited'eaterprise of Patrick Henry, 
still continued tu manitkst themselves in various parts 
of the Colony. I t  has been already observed, that the 
Ool-ernour's family, alarmed by the threatening march 
of Mr. Henry towards Williamsburg, had taken re- 
fuge on board the Fowey maa.of war. Only a few 
weeks elapsed aft& this, before Lord Dunmore him- 
self was constrained by his fear to adopt the same 
means of personal safety. 

Soon after fixing his residence on board the Fmey  
his Lordship required the House of Burgesses to at- 
tend him there; but instead of obeying the requisi- 
tion, they passed sundry resolutions, in which they 
declared that his Lordship's message was 6 6 s  high 
breach of the rights and privileges of the Housen- 
ahd that his conduct gave them reason to fear '6 that 
a dangerous attack was meditated against the unhap- 
py people of the Colony."-A few days after this, his 
Lordship's family sailed from Virginia for England-a 
circumstance which led to still stronger suspicions that 
his. lordship intended an immediate commencement 
of hostilities. On the W h  of July the Colonial Oon- 
vention met-they appointed a Committee of Safety- 
passed an ordinance fbr regulrting the militia, and 
6 r  raising a regular force of two wgiments, the com- 
maed of which wae given to Patrick Henry-who 
was a h  made the Cemmrtdr  $4 theforces rah- 
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ed and to be raieed, for the defence of the Codony, 
the same appointment which had been some years be- \ 
fore given to Washington. The regiments were quick- 
ly raised and quartered at Williamsburg for the pro- 
tection of the city-determined to commit no act of 
offensive war, but ready as soon as the first blow was 
struck to resist, to the last extremity. 

The ships of war, belonging to his Majesty, which 
had been cruising in the James and York rivers dur- 
ing the whole summer, had committed many petty 
acts of depredation and plunder, along the shores, 
which the people now eagerly desired to resent, and 
an opportunity of gratification soon offered. The 
Captain of the Utter sloop of war, on the ad of Sep- 
tember, ventured upon one of his plundering expe- 
ditions in a Tender, and was driven adlore near 
Hampton by a violent tempest. Conscious that he 
deserved no kindness at the hands of the inhabitants, 
Captain Squire and his crew left the vessel on the 
ahore, and made their escape in the night. She wra 
discovered the next morning by the people, who ob- 
serviug that she was abandoned, and knowing her to 
be the favourite marauder of Captain Squire, board- 
ed and set fire to her. This roused the Captain's re- 
sentment to the highest pitch of fury-he threatened 
instant destruction to the town, and attempted soon 
nfterwmr& to carry his threat into execution; but in 
in the mean time the ~ommittee of Safety at Willi- 
amsburg, having h e a d  of it, detached Colonel Wood- 
fotd with three companies to repel the attack. The 
assailants, on board several armed vessels, which 
had been drawn close up to the town in the night, be- 
gan to h e  upon the town, but were so warmly receiv- 
ad by Colonel Woodford"s party, that they were soon 
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d to make a confused and precipitate flight, with /' 
considerable loss. . 

This affair produced a proclamation from his Lord- 
ship (who continued to hold his head quarters on 
board of one of the ships,) in which he not only de- 
clared martial law, but freedom to all the slaves who 

.7uould join his standard. By this means he soon col- 
lected a crew well suited to his infernal designs ; and 
having fortified himself at the Great Bridge, near 
Norfolk, continued for some time to commit snch acts 
of wanton barbarity and contemptible depredations, as 
to disgust even those who had until now continued 
friendly to- the cause of the King. The Committee 
of Safety finding themselves called upon to attempt 
something which might put a stop to his Lordship's 
savage warfare, again detached Colonel Woodford at 
the head of eight hundred men, to drive him from his 
hold. 

Colonel Woodford having arrived ' within cannon 
@hot of Lord Dunmore's position, halted and threw 
up some Lasty entrenchments. Thc ground was wet, 
miry, and cold-his men were, many of them, bare- 
foot, his stock of ammunition small, and his arms, for 
the most part, in his own words, 'dratber to be con- 
sidered as lumber, than fit to be put into men's hands, 
in the faco of an enemy." Lord Dunmore's force 
consisted of two hundred regulars, a large body of 
Norfolk VoZunteers, and about four hundred slaves. 

Lord Dunmore, hearing that the Provincials amount- 
ed only to 300 men badly armed, conceived the design 
of surprising them in their entrenchments; and for 
this purpose Captain L%slie, of the royal navy, with 
the regulars and slaves, crossed the Bridge hefore 
day light, and entered tlie camp of the Provincials, 
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jast rs they were all paraded under urns. Captain 
Fordyce advanced to the attack with the gmuadiers, 
with fixed bayonets, with a couiage that deserved a 
better fate-he was among the k t  to fall. The  
wholenumber of grenadiers were either killed, wouud- 
ed or made .prisoners ; and the rest of the royal par- 
ty were obliged to make a rapid retreat, leaving six- 
ty two men killed and wounded. Disappointed i n  
their hopes, the Governoni3s party abaudoiied their 
works, the following night, and retired to ttieir ahlp- 
ping-leaving Woodfvrd, who was now joined by Co- 
lonel Howe from North Carolina, the complete com- 
mand of Norfolk. 

T h e  people of Pennsylvania, Xelo  Jersey nud the 
Counties on the Delaware, continued to aid tllo com- 
mon cause by vigorous preparations of defence. A- 
mong these was the invention of a eing~~lar  kind of 
chevaw: de frize, which they sunk in the Delaware 
for the purpose of impeding the entranco of ellips. 
Pennsylvania, it has already been said, had supplied 
eight companies of riflemen to join tlie Coutinental 
Army. Besides these several battalions were raised 
for the defence of the Colony. 

I n  N e w  Park, considerable fears exiobd among 
the friends of liberty, that their opphents would be 
able to succeed in withdrawing this Colony from tlie 
confederation. T h e  troops which had been expect- 
ed from England, werq ordered on their arrival fO 
proceed to Boston where they were now wanted- 
so that this source of discontent wan entirely remov- 
ed from the citizens of New-York. And the coo- 
duct of the Governour wss for some time so moderate 
thst there seemed to be no grounds of dissatisfaction 
to justify the people in their opposition to the mea- 
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r u m  +dPlinishtiorr. But this calm did not con- 
tinue wry long : Goverrrour Tyoa had given up wrre 
ol hb real fw tbe sen-ice of his IMajest?;, and the 
f k k a d s  of liberty toot care to omit no occssiun of ex- 
citiag him to h h  and obnoxious m&res Sere- 
rd  s n u r t  skimishes took place between the people 
and th ormcr\ sh ip  in the hubour, in w e  of a-hicb 
tbc furarcr headd bp Captain .Oat* seized and car- 
tied a C h  i-anmm fiurv the Battrq, in kfiure of coo- 
tirruett brwdsiths fhm the Asia arra of war. a d  a 
&.w &yvu a f b r r u d s  tbe same ia&htigaMc som of free- 
durn. rtutitul al Hirabgcon's Printing I'm* d thns 
h k v  up oae d the porrrfa1 c+cs d p r u -  
w*ikdidwmre. 

But tbe 4 ' ~ u t S r r ~ ~ m c d  b d l  
$mh all the mast k- taw 4 tat R e - p l k ~  
b ~ M a n b r r a w .  The FJlc#daput-arh+ 
tBUrr m r i b t w \ p , \ ~ ~ ~ r s  f r # L L t l K c s t  
~ ~ u r e ~ O l Y I ~ ~ + r ~ . ~ b r w L r  
mde &rny ad*& m 6 k e * m h r -  
b. C ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ t k ~ r i r L r  
hbmm.rbmbeambud: adh+&d 
& bn#, hb* laa  3 . r i w k d A d  
dmA* r * p r ~ M ~ $ + ~ d E L r s L . b  
pm.. w w  i r ~ .  raze m n & d  h~ Ek d k k  
w b  bd c 4 l w - d  ua dbt &m. PbsL tb Capik 
dbm& 31-hnlsrtd*~y-d96 
(~ i 'c tac-ddbf -  1-m * lind y.W *raw kxpm rq &@! SPmd 

h ~ w & & $ ( h r j b r ~ g j u t a a 4 a &  at+ 
4hbw-h - 4 w -  Ba** d r$ltmrwiws- 
~ . * & b v & w b u v t u t c z , d & h d h *  
f$-h8. p t l i w m .  
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of innocent old men, constituted his amusement. But 
it will be now necessary to attend to the operations of 
the main army. .C 

T h e  Americans had early in August entrenched 
themselves on Ploughed S i l L o n e  6f the eminences 
of the Cl~arlestown isthmus, ancl within tlie range of 
the guns of Bunker Hill, where the British had remain- 
ed since the battle of the 19th of June. While they 
were engaged in fortifyla themselves, all the guns 
that could be brought to play upon them from the forts 
and floating batteries, kept up a continued filing : more 
than three hundred shot and shells were thrown, but 
without accomplishing the purpose of driving the Arne- , 

ricans from their works. T h e  British therefore desist- 
ed ancl left them for some time in quiet possession. 

While the British army were cooped up in Boston, 
without the power of much annoyance to the surround- 
ing country, tlie Congressconceived the design of send- * 

ing a force into Canada for the purpose of putting a stop 
to the preparations which it was known that Glmeral 
Carlcton, the Crover~lour of that Province, was mak- 
ing, for aiding his Majesty's forces on this side of the 
Lakes. For  this purpose, Generals Schuyler and Mont- 
gomery, with two regiments of New-Pork militia, and 
a body of New England mcn, anlouating in the whole 
to about two thousand men: were ordered to move to- 
wards Ticonderoga, which. had remained ia posses- 

. sion of the Americans, since the expetlitioa of .Colo- 
nels Arnold and Allen. Gleneral Schuyler being de- 
tained) at Albany, MonQomery ,proceeded alone to 
Crown point, where he received intelligence that se- 
veral armed vessels which lay at the fort of St. Johns, 
were preparing to enter the Lake Ohamplain for the 
purpose of impeding the passage of his troops. This  
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determined him, though not more than half of his 
troops had amived, to cross over to the 1.Ze a m  
Xi& akthe entrance of the Sorel, and thus blockade 
the vessels which lay in that river. He had scarcely 
suqeeded in this- design, before he was joined by Ge- 
neral Schuyler ; and it was determined, after publish- 
ing a declaration to the Canadims setting forth their 
friendly intentions towards them, to proceed immedi- 
ately against the fort of St. John's. With this view 
they proceeded with their batteanx for a few miles 
down the Sorel, and landed on a swampy ground 
through which with great difficulty they marched to 
within. two miles of the Fort. Here they were sud- 

* denly attacked by a party of Indians, which after a 
smart ekirmish, .they dispersed with s, trifling loss, 
and continued their march ; but upon coming within 
view of the fort and seeing its strength, General 
Schuyler, whose force did not amoynt to a thousand 
men, thought itprudent to return to the Isle aux Noix, 
without attempting its reduction. The General, be- 
ing then obliged to return to Albany to settle a treaty 
with the Indians, left the commaml solely to Mont- 
gomery; and never was there a general better quali- 
fied for the duties which now devolved upon him. I t  
was absolutely necessary before he could go against 
Montreal, that the fort of St. John's should be reduc- 
ed. I t  was well provid8d a n d  strongly garrison- 
ed, and Montgomery was but poorly provided with 
ammunition. His reinforcelnents had arrived, and as 
a preparatory measyre he detatched Colonel Ethan 
Allen, with about eighty mento secure the Indiaus who 
had joined General Oarleton. Colonel Allen having 
effected his object was returning to headquarters whcu 
Ile was met by Major Brown, who with n party of Pru- 
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vinciallt had been d l l g + b e  country ; and W$O gaVb 
him information that the town of Montreal was corn- 
pletely w i t h t  defence, and that it might bc easily 
surprised. W i h  this view Major Brown proposed, 
that be should return, cross tihe St. Lawrence at &an- 
pu i l  and attack the town to t l~c north, while he 
himself with bis two hundred men would cross abow 
the town and cooperate with b. Calonsl Allen 
whose enterprising and dauntless spirit drilighted in 
did8cdt dventpres acceded to the proposal, He cross- 
ed over with his little band of eighty in the night, but 
waited in vain for tile appearance of Brown to coope- . 
rate with him. Early in the morning General Carle- 
ton at the head of a few regulars and several hundred 
Canadian militia marched to attack hima. Allen fought 
with desperate courage until Jif3aen of hi men were 
killed and seven wounded ; but courage was unavail- 
ing against such superiority of numbers; he was at 
last compelled to yield, and he a d  his brave aeeo- 
ciates were instantly M e d  with i ~ o n s  by General 
Carletm's orders, and in that condition sent to Eng 
land. 

I t  is impossible to think of the fate of this heroick 
partisan without regretting that wild spirit of inde- 
pendence which spurned e\7en at the most necessary 
and proper snbordiiation, in our Rsvolutionary fa- 
thers. If Colonel Allen bad consulted the Oeneral, 
as was unquestionably his duty, the whole fate of the 
Canadian expedition might have been changed. He 
mould either have received such reinforcements as 
would have rendered his object attainable, without 
hazard, or he would have been forbidden to under- 
ktke it ; and the as~ssistance of his daring courage and 
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skill might have prevenwhe fate which snbsequent- 
ly bef General Montgomery before Quebec. 

T h . suppb of ammunition with w1ikB Oeneral 
Montgomery was .provided was much too small to 
render an immediate s iqp of St. JohnF& prudent ; and 
he would probably have been compelled toremain in- 
active until too late in the season to effect his object, 
hut for the information of some Canadians, tbat the lit- 
tle fortress of Chamblee, which & but feebly garri- 
soned, contained a good store of that srticle. FHe ac- 
cerdingly wade himaelf master of that place, and to 
his great .a.tisfmtion found on; hundred and twenty 

, barrels of powder, besides a large q u d i t y  of other 
military stores and provisions. The expedition against 
this fortress *as conducted by Majors Brown and Li- 
vingstm. They found here the standard ot the 7th 
Regiment, which was immediately sent to the Con- 
gress. 

General Montgomery being thus enabled to carry 
on the siege of St. John's, proceejed to erect his works 
and to prepare for a general assault. General Cule- 
ton, in the mean time, hearing of the situation of St. t 

John's, prepared to raise a force for its relief. He had 
posted Colonel M'Lean with a regintent of Scotch emi- 
grants at the mouth of the Sorel, and having raised 
about a tlroueand men at Montreal He attempted to 
cross at Longueil for the purpese of forming a jnnc- 
tion and marching to the relief of St. John's. Rut Oo- 
lone1 Ward who was stationed at Longueil with three 
hundred Green dloantain Bop and a emall piece of 
artillery, kept up so warm afire upon their boats that 
the General was glad to return to Montreal. 

When the news of this repulse reached Montgome- 
ry, he sent a flag to Major Preston, who commanded 
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the besieged fortress, s u h o n i n g  him to surrender 3 
as all I q c  of relief was a t  off by Carleton'sapulee 
and a further resistance could only leact to an'.keless 
waste of lives. Hujor Prestomsolicited a few days to 
consider the li*oposal, bei~lg still impressed with the 
hope that General Carleton mig# be able to come to 
liis assista~~ce ; but upon his request being qfuriqd, he 
accepted the houourable terms of capitulation which 
General biontgomery offered to him, and surrendered 
liis gahisou prisoners of war. T h e  British offiars 
spoke highly of the pplite regard mil attegtion shown 
to them by Montgomery, who permitted them Co wear 
their sworddand to take off all their baggage and ef- 
fects. T h e  fort surrendered on the 8d  of November. 
Before we take notice of. General MoocgOmery's fur- 
ther operations it will be necessary to return to Glane- 
ral Washington, y h o  hail been planning a coopelation 
with him on the other side of Canada. 

About the middle of September General Washing- 
ton, l i a~ ing  planned an expedition which even at the 
present day would be looketl upon as  almost imprrac- 
ticable, detached eleven hundred men, and gave the 
commalid of theq to Colonel drnold, a n  ollicer whoee 
hold enterprise add daring murage equalled that of the 
l~nfortunate Allen. He was ordered to embark at 
fiewburyport, at the mouth of the .RIen.imack, and 
proceed by sea into the Eennebeckriver, in the Pro- 
vince of Blaine. Two  hundred batteaux were provi- . 
(led for them at Gardiner, a small town at the head of 
the navigation of large vessels on the Kennebeck, and 
there on the 32 of September Arnold embarked with 
11is men, to proceed as far as was practicable up the 
river. T h e  officers with him were, Colonels Christo- 
pher Green and Roger Enos, and Majors Heigs and 
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Bigelow. I t  is alnlost impossible to conceive the la- 
b u r ,  hardships and cliffic~llties which this clataclirnent 
had to encounh in their progress up this rapitl stream, 
frequently interruptecl by falls, where they were obli- 
get1 to land and onrry the boats upon their shoulclers, 
until they surmountgrl them-thrwi~h a country whol- 
ly. uninhabited, witha scanty supply of provisions, 
the season cold and raipy, and the men daily drop- 
ping down with fatige, sickncss and hunger. d r -  
nold was indefatiguble in his endeavours to alleviate 
the distresses of his men, but to pTocure provisions for 
them was not in his powkr. They were at one time 
reclucecl to so great an extremity of Hanger that tho 
dogs belonging to the army were killed and eaten, ancl 
nlsny of the soldiere devoured their leather cartouch 
boxm, . 

On the 18th of October Colonel ~ b n o l d  met with an 
Indian to whom he impruclently entrusted a letter for 
Ganeral Schuyler,, giving him information of his pro- 
gress, which the Indian delivered into the hands of 
Governour Carleton ; md thus in all probability was 
the glorious enterprise in the end frustrated. In this 
situation of distress they arrived at $he liead of the 
river Chaudiere, which empties into the 6t. Lawrence 
near Quebec. Here Colonel Arnolcl thought it advisea- 
ble to send back his sick, an4 gave orders to that ef- 
fect to Colonel E'noe; but that oflicer, having held a 
m~incil of hie own officers, nridertook without tho au- 
thority or knowledge of Arnold, to return with his 
whole regiment, alleging aB an excuse the great scar- 
city of provisions, and the great distance fiwm any eup- 
plies. Colonel Arnold's force was thus reduced to 
a h t  eeaen hundred men. With these, however, he 
r u n t i d  his progrese aud on the a h  of Noreml)er, 



ametoshaturbabit . t ioa,tbeirrt thtbdbsa 
ran for a distum of fre bandrul mileg TIte Fnri 
C u d i ~ e d  tbe2rith j*wq ..d appw 
tbcr with a variety of p r w v k i i  which rm cag5- 
1y deroarcd by tbc darrisg sol- 

Cdooel Arnold was now withim men@ BTt - 
d Qatbee, hh* rmraroanttd dl tbe t s ih lhk  elf 
his ardnoas enterprise. His mad now lay through 
.a inhabited eaantry, wbere tbepmpk l ibedr  wp 
plitd thewonts ofha  men;inthbsitn.tionrcsb.n 
leave him to retnrn to Gene* Montgomery- 

Cdonel Warner, who aith his &em M b m n f m k  
Bop bad so eff'tnlny stopptd tbe pmgma of &me- 
ral Carleton: turned his attention to U d h a  and his 
-bland Emigants, whoa Be aooo forad to a h -  
don their statioa on the Sorel, and to retreat to Que- 
bec. Haring tffidtd this, he t d  a Battery s t  the 
jnaetion of that river with the St. Lawrence, where 
he was joined by Colonel Eaton who bad been sgt 
for this purpose, which they ranaged with such sk3l 
that General Carleton foand h l f  complttdg block- 
ed ap with hismall force at tMmtreal. Wbile be was 
in this situstiom G e n e 4  Montgomery arrived from 
St. John's, a d  took posstssioa' withoat opposition, 
on the 18th d Novc.n1',t-r--fs C > ~ I C M ~  Carleton baring 
abandoned Lhe t o m  tn&.t!r. and made his cmp 
down tbe river in the2 , I?. in a ~ m n l l c a n a  with md- 
Bed oars. Mohmtry thns obtained poesession 4 
a11 the mavd force of the river, consisting of eleven 
armed veeeels, under the command of General Pregcott, 
who with im Beggars, and a large body of Canadi- 
an Volunteers, amrendered as prisoners of war. He 
Wried besides a large snp'py of all those uticks d 
which his army stood most in need, partbhrlp of 
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woollen cloths, with which he took care to clothe 
his troops. 

Arnold and his party had h the mean time arrived 
at Point Lem, opposite the town of Quebec, where 
he became convinced of the treachery of tbe Indian 
to whop he had eptrusted his letter on the Kenne- 
beck. T h e  boatg which he expected ta find there to 
transport his troops across the river had been remov- 
ed, atid the enemy were no longer in a state to be sur- 
prised. Arnold, however, was not to be deterred 
from attempting something against the town-he cal- 
culated strongly upon the defection of the inhabitants; 
and having supplied himself with canoes, he crossed * + 
eh* river in the night, and gained possession of the 
heighte of Abraham. Here, though he had no artil- 
lery and scarcely half the number of men that compos- 
ed the garrison of the town, he made a bold experi- 
ment to try the loyalty of the enemies' troops, by 
sending a flag to summon them to surrender. But 
no'message would be admitted, and Arnold found 
himself compelled to retire' to some more comfortable 
place of quarters for his men, and await the arrival 
of General Montgomery. 

General Carleton, who had escaped the viglance 
of the Provincial Batteries at Montreal, arrived safe- 
ly at Quebec, immediately after Arnold had with- 
drawn his troops, and began to prepare for a vigorous 
defence. His garrison consisted of upwards of Jf- 
teen hundred men, four hundred and Jfiy of whom 
were British seamen, one company of the 7th Regi- 
ment, and M'Lean's Higlllanclers. -411 who refused 
to bear arms were compelled immediately to quit the 
town with their families and effects, and every pre- 
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antion was taken which the necessitr of the ase da- 
mmded. 
Many c i r c a ~ ~ ~ e s  combined to render the sitoa- 

tion of General Montgomery, though a conqneror, 
extremely unpleasant. The season was far advanc- 
ed, d the seretities of the climate induced many af 

I 

his men to desert--the ,time for which many otherr 
wan enlisted was h u t  to ex*; and few were 
d h g  to encounter the hardships of a 1- mPavch 
hougb the deep eaows of December. h'* but 
pmmd a h c b e n t  to the noble chrrder of their 
mmauddar amld have kept a e G l e  ngiment tol;e- 
t k .  .After new clothing dl his men ai Montreal, 
aud rendering then in other respecis as -la 
re tbema&wsthtn wonldadmitof; mdh* 
taken b e  necessvy meammy to easun a supply of 
prorisiass on the march, the General p h e d  on through 

didacu16, .ad joined h l d  m the ist of Dc- 
camber. His appurmcc wrs a soars af great j q  
to the C~loncl's hops, rs he had not fbtptkm ta 
G q w i t b  hima&oraefsnchssppliee.skkncw 
thcm to rant 

~m@aery' lost .o time l l h r  his arrival in prc- 
pmhg fbr u immediate attack. Tbe whole of Bis 
h m  bid Rot 8mOu.t to #yc tbu tbc hoops ef tbe e: but he attempted b~ -5 .a appear- 
aawdpterstrm@h t o d e n t h e d d t # x a f  
th Irtter...ad thereby .mwflsh his abject riteapr 

. 14aeehW. Fwthispurpascmtk5thdDcar- 
b e r . k a ~ a k t t p r t o t h c ~ r n # w , h r h k i  ~~ ~ b ~ e v t q ~ t ~ t o p  
Q u c e a m ~ d P C r ~ p o ~ ~ : b B ~ ~ m a a i Q ~ L I S f h m , t o s ) u t  
h i s ~ t b e c h * a ~ 1 ~ d a s ~ ~ r r . b y  
u ~ t s w r t e n d e r .  6t!mdc--* 



was too old a soldier to be deceived by appearances- 
he knew the difficulties und& which Montgomery la- 
boured, and was convinced that if his garrison could 
hold out for a few days, the climate would compel 
tlie Provincials to abandon the siege. Montgomery's 
messenger was fired at, and all communication for- 
bidden. In this situation General Montgomery com- 
menced a bombardment from five emall mortars, which 
be kept up for several days, with the hope of throw- 
ing the garrison into confusion. But it seemed to 
produce no effect-a Battery of eix guns was next 
opened upon them, at the distance of seven hundred 
yards, with no better success.-The garrison remain- 
ed insensible to any impressions of alarm. 

General Montgomery now found liimself under 
circums'tcmces much more delicate and e~nbarr sin v fi than those which had, sixteen years before, envlroned 
the hero Wolfe at the same spot. Several feet of 
snow covered the ground-his troops had undergone 
every hardship that it was possible to suffer, and it 
seemed now a l r n ~ . ~ t  impossible for human nature to en- 
dure more.-He had arrived before Quebec a conque- 
ror, his fame had reached his countrymeb and his Com- 
mander at Cambridge, and they would expect a con- 
tinuance of success. He remembered moreover his 
parting words to the beloved partner of his bosom- 

you shall never blush for your Montgomery," he 
had said, when he her the last embrace. While 
these feelings and recollections were alternately ele- 
vating and deprdsing his noble spirit, he made a des- 
perate resolution to attempt the enemy's works by es- 
calade. And such was the skill with which his plan 
had been formed, that no doubt can remain, that he 
would ultimately have oucceeded, had not hie whole 
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scheme been communicated to the garrison by some 
scoundrels who deserted him at this critical moment. 

Montgomery soon perceived that the garrison were 
prepared; and it became necessary to change his 
whole plan of operations. Having disposecl his ar- 
my into four divisions, two of which he intended 
should make feigned attacks, while Arnold and him- 
self should be engaged in real attacks upon two oppo- 
site sides, before daylight on the 3is t  of Desember, 
in a thick fall of snow, Montgomery, advanced at the 
head of the New-Yorkers. Here agnin his fate re- 
sembled Wolfe's, for before he could reach the place 
from whence he intended to commence the attack, the 
signal had been given through mistake, and the whole 
garrison were alakecl. I t  was too late now to mnke 
a n o t b  change in the plan of attack, and Montgome- 
ry pushed on-lie was compelled to advance through 
a narrow path between a precipice and overhanging 
rocks-he had seized and passed the first barrier, and 
was boldly advancing to the second, with a few of 
his bravest companions, when a discharge of grape 
shot from the cannon that were placed there, stopped 
tho progress of this brave and excellent olscer, and 
destroyed the hopes of the enterprise. Upon the fall 
of tlie General, the officer upon whom the command 
of his party devolved, retired without making an3 at- 
tempt to pursue the advantages already gained. Some 
of his bravest officers had shared the glorious desti- 
ny of Montgomery, or Quebec must have fallen to 
the united efforts of this party and that under Ar- 
nold. 

At the moment ~ o n t g o m e r ~  was advancing on the 
aide of Cape Diamond, Arnold with his hardy New - 
Englanders, attacked them on the side of St. Roques, 



where after a severe conflict of an hour he carried the 
enemy's first battery. In  this onset Arnold had his 
leg. broken by a shot and was carried off to his camp. 
Colonel Norgan, however, who succeeded him, was 
well qualified to lead on, which he did with such vi- 
gour, that he soon made himself master of the second 
barrier. But the troops of the garrison, freed from 
their apprehension of attack at any other poiut, were 
now enabled to turn their undivided force upon Go- 
lonel Morgan and his party ; and with a view to cut 
off his retreat, a detachment with several field pieces 
issued through one of the sally ports and attacked 
him in the rear, while in front he had to oppose the 
whole remaining strength of the garrison. The  stand 
which this little band of raw Provincials made against 
three times their number, is sufficient evidence that 
nothing but the death of Montgomery and the sub- 
sequeut retreat of the party on the opposite side, could 
have prevented the, fall of Quebec and the surrender 
of Carleton. After a desperate and obstinate defence ' 

of three hours, the assailants were compelled to sur- 
render themselves prisoners of war. Arnold wound- 
ed as he was, with the shattered rqnnants of his ar- 
my, now reduced to seven hundred men, though he 
was compelled to abanclon the siege, still continued 
to blockade the town and to cut off all supplies from 
the garrison. 
In Montgomery, the Americans lost one of the hrav- 

est and most accomplished (Senerals that ever led an 
army to the field. But he was riot more illustrious 
for his skill and courage as an officer than he was es- 
timable for his private virtues. He possehsed a mind 
adorned with every accomplis~ment, and a person in 
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which every manly grace shone with conspicnouo 1-; 
tre. His was 

68 A combination, and a form, indeed, 
Where every God did seem to set hi seal, 
To give the world assurance of a man." 

Oeneral Montgomery hacl borne the commission of a 
Colonelin the war of 1769;ancl was fighting by the side 
bf Wolfe, when that Spartan hero fell. His bravery 
and his worth were then ackpowledged by the British 
army, and they were proud to regard him as a friend 
and brother; but notwithstanding the many profes- 
aions of attachment and esteem for his character, his 
body would have been thrown with the heap of slain, 
uncotlined and unmarked, into the same indiscrimi- 
nate pit, but for the Iiieutenant Governour ; who, urg- 
ed by the solicitations of the lady whom he after- 
wards married, reluctantly procured a cofan of the 
rougbest sort, and thus apart from the rest, buried 
his former friend and companion in arms. Prom this 
spot, after mouldering in the grave for more than for- 
ty two years, the bones of this gallant soldier were 
removed by his felbw citizens of New-York, and 
deposited in a tomb more worthy of him. 

The resemblance in the character, conduct, and des- 
tiny of Wolfe and Montgomery, is too striking to 
be passed over without a remark. Montgomery had 
been in some measure the pupil i f  Wolfe; under hi. 
guidance he had learned the first rudiments of war; 
and in his career of glory, he saw an example wor- 
thy of imitation. W e  have seen the difaculties un- 
der which Wolfe had to struggle, and we have seen 
the noble daring which led him, perhaps against the 
ouggestions of prudence, to attempt to surmount them. 
Be lived, as he expressed himself, but to fight Mont- 
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calm on equal ground--this accomplished he had con- 
summated the only okject of his existence, and died 
66 content."-Wolfe was fighting for his King under 
the orders of his Ministry--and here lies the striking 
difference in the lives and fortuaes of these heroes.- 
Montgomery entered on t4eexpedition with the name 
of Rebel-He ventured his fame, his character, hie 
life, in the service of revolted Colonies-but it was to 
recnre to these Colonies 4he enjoyment of liberty un- 
der the rights of the constitution. For this he sact3l.c- 
ed the tender endearments of conjugal felicity, and at 
the head of an undisciplined body of men, placed hi- 
self in opposition to a veteran General. The skill 
which he displayed was equal to the fortitude which 
such an enterprise demauded. He had not only to 
contend against a formidable enemy, but against the 
reverities of a climate to which none of his men were 
accnstomed. His having in one night constracted a 
Qattcry qf ice, will at once show his military skill and 
indnstry md the intense coldness of the climate.- 
With a discontented, starving and mutinous army, he 
Bnahgd boldly forward in search of that victory which 
Bsd cheered the parting moments of Wolfe-But des- 
tiny had w k e d  a ditferent conrse for him ; death ar- 
lapttd hie sfees bo soon., He was cut off in the om&, 
.ad pone wan left to follow the plan which he had 
marked aat-hie laat aigh waa embittered by antici- 
prted d e f d  w 

Vldag ite offa lostre; aud when she en- 
trinerbergCrkrdruoundtbtbMdofauinscaerte 
-pee, they- b t M  sb@ecircnrot.ocetodh- 
p L Y a i o v ~ v ~ :  d d h g i r a a . m r c h c b g  
i n t a n d , a c l a c p e r ~ b t b e ~ o f t b e ~  
t & ~ d l ~ d p O O f C X j t J w i l l d w m y s q -  
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plaud. But how does the tragedy deepen when the 
herb expires on the field of battle, surrounded not by 
the beams of victory, but by the darkness of defeat. 
He sees nothing to cheer his parting moments-noth- 
ing in anticipation but publick obloquy and that re- 
proach which seems inseparable from want of success. 
This reproach and this obloquy did pursue the shade 
of Montgomery : his heroism was stigmatized with 
the character of rashness-of insanity. But let it be 
remembered, that nothing but the difference of a few 
hours in the term of his life, prevented that victory 
which consecratetl the same rashness in Wolfe, and 
impressed upon it the character of glory. 

The  turn of a die decides the fate of an army ; and 
the same thing is desperation in one, or the highest ef- 
fort of military skill in another, according as defeat 
or success shall attend the enterprise. Posterity, that 
looks at the recorde of history unbiassed, will observe 
no difference in the merits of Wolfe and Montgome- 
Q. They were both heroes-both entitled to the 
chaplet of immortal fame. 

While these thing were going on in the North, Ge- 
neral Gage took his departure for England, leaving his 
troops, and the.wretched inhabitants of Boston, almost 

I 

in a state of destitution. On his departure the com- 
mand of the army devolved on General Holre, whose 
first act was to issue a proclamation condemning to 
military execution any iphabitant who should attempt 
to quit the town without license. Having done this he' 
and his colleague Burgoyne, instead of keeping up the 
ridiculous cannonading with which General Gage had 
daily amused the American army, gave a loose to 
their merriment in a different way. Burgoyne, who 
mas something of an author as well as soldier, employ- 
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ed hlmself in writing farces, which the idle ofacers 
played every night for the amusement of the town. 

This appeared a favourable moment for an attack 
upon the town, and the Congress hinted their wishes 
to General Washington, who having consulted a coun- 
cil of his otacers pronounced it to be for the present in- 
expedient. Subsequent events proved this decision 
of the commander in chief to be correct ; for an attack 
now if it had proved euceessful, as most probably 
would have been the case, would nevertheless have 
been attended with the loss of many lives, that were 
saved by a few months delay. 

T h e  Congress in the meali time having received 
information from their agents in England that no no- 
tice seemed to be taken of their humble petition to the 
King, began to lose all hope of any amicable arrange- 
ment of their dispute with Great Britain, and there- 
fore set themselves to work more seriously than ever, 
in preparing for the contest. They determined to iu- ' 

crease their army, and to extend the term of enlistments, , 
the shortness of which had already been attended with 
many serio~is inconveniences. They took such eteps 
also as compelled the royal Governours to quit their 
respective Colonies, and leave the government in the 
hands of the conventions ; and that each Colony shoultl 
raise a certain number of regiments at the expense of 
the United Colonies. They passed resolutions like- 
wise, imposing upon the members the obligation of 
aecvecy as to all their measures, and forbidding, or ra- 
ther diecountenancing any thing like a petition to the 
King or Parliament from any individual Colony. 

One of the most important military measures of the 
session was the ordering a body of marines to be rais- 
ed, and the equipment of several ships of war. It was 
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also wisely determined to secure the passage of the 
Hudson, or North River, by erecting fortifications in 
the Highlands. Committees were appointed to inquire 
into the state of the several Colonies, and troops order- 
ed to be sent where they were wanted to aid the citi- 
zens in defending their rights. The manufacture of 
powder had been so far encouraged that several mills 
were established, which promised an abnndant sup- 

P ~ Y  - 
About this time General Howe was guilty of two 

acts which in some ages and countries, would have 
consignecl his head to the block, and his name to infa- 
my. One of these was to convert one of the oldest 
and most venerable places of publick worship, into a 
riding school, and the elegant carved pews, were used 
as walls to a pig sty. The other act alluded to waa 
his sending out seven hundred of the inhabitants, 
among whom thp small pox was prevailing, into the 
country, with a designof communicating the infection 
to the American army. General Howe has been ac- 
cused by some of his countrymen of too great an at- 
tachment for the Americans; to which indeed they 
have gone so far as to attribute all his misfortunes. 
But if it can add to General Howe'e fame, that his 
conduct to the Americans was on all occasions dictat- 
ed by a spirit of revengeful animosity, more than the 
mere circumstance of sitnation called for, we freely 
offer our testimony to his implacable hatred. 

General Washington had in the course of the au- 
tumn, as much with a view to exercise and discipline 
his troops as from any prospect of advantage, erected 
works at several points around Boston. In  some of 
these attempts the troops were occasionally fired up- 
en, but they could not be made to desist from their 
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labour. They thus established batteries on every emi- 
nence in the neighbourhood of the enemy at Bunker 
Hill, and even carried their approaches to within half 
a mile of t4e town ; where in the face of a cannonad- 
ing which lasted for four days they succeeded in mak- 
ing a lodgement. 

Captain Nowatt of his lyajesty's navy, whose name 
had been written in characters of blood on the defence- 
less walls of Bristol, again signalized himself in the 
course of the autumn, by destroying the flourishing 
town of Falmouth in Massachusetts. Upwards of four 
hundred houses were burned by this modern Nero, 
who feasted his savage heart at seeing the harmless, 
inhabitants flying from the devouring flames. 

The commissions which were granted by the Pro- 
vincial Assembly of Massachusetts for Letters of 
Marque and Reprisal were found before the end of the 
year to produce a good effect. Many valuable prizes 
were made by the enterprising seamen of Marblehead, 
of storeships from England for the use of the Troops 
at Boston. In  these enterprises Captain Hanly, of 
Marblehead, greatly didtinpished himself. 

I t  may not be uninteresting before we close the year 
to note a curioi~s account which was kept by some of 
the gentlemen in the vicinity of Boston, of the constant 
h g  from the British Batteries. From the 19th of , 

J n w  to the 96th of December the British threw up- 
wards of 2000 shot and shella, and killed only twelve. 
of tbe Provinciale. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Ruents of 1776.-Reasons for the inrasion of &nada.-&istress- 
cs of Arnold-Dunmore burns the totun of N ' i P d -  
ings of the British Parliament-Duke of Grafton resigw.- 
.Mr. Penn examined bpfore the B-era1 conciliatory pro- 
positions rejected-lwd N d h ' s  Prohibitory BiLLkfotion of 
Jfr. F o s - N r .  Hartky's motions--Hip anjesty's Hessim trm- 
&s.4mericans alter their&-Heights of Dorcheskr takm 
possession of by tJte & n e r i c a n s . - ~ a l  H o w e  abandons Bar- 
ton- Washington enters i t  i n  t r i u m p ~ d  retires fnna be- 
fore Busbec-Gene~at Frazer is  repulsed from lRree Rivera- 

* .flff'ir at the C&rs.4rnold retreats from HontrealcRctreat 
of General SuUivnn fronr Canada.-& ameves at Nkto- Pork- 
P u r m s  C l in tond f fa i r  of &wre9s. Creek Bri-k 
b n  SuUivlm's Idand-hw defence of Fort .Mmdt+.-~a- 
tions of Conrmodore Hopkins-Commissioners s4nt to Cam- 
&-& gives notice in Congress of his intended motion for 
1deyendence.-Proceedings of the Colonies therenn.-&cret 
proceedings on k ' e  m o t i o n - I n d c e e  declared 

The expedition which had been planned against 
Canada, seemed, in the opinion of many who professed 
to approve of the resistance mada by the Colonies to 
the oppmeive measures of the MidstrJ, wholly to 
change the nature of the controversy. The opposition 
which had been theretofore made to Government, had 
been made, it was contended, upon the principle of 
defending certain natural rights, and was not only 
perfectly consistent with the British conatitution, but 
warranted by the eanctionhof that precedent which had 
placed the sceptre in the hands of his present Majes- 
ty. But to wage an offensive war against that portion 
of his Majeety's dominions, which had taken no part 
in the contest, was, it'wae said, at once to lose the cha- 
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r a t e r  of the aggrieved in that of the aggressor, and to 
forfeit all claim to redress on the plea of justifiable re- , 

sistance. 
These were serious charges, to which a proper re- 

, spect for themselves seemed to demand a reply from 
the American Colonies. I t  was well known to them 
and to the world, that the Act of Parliament, common- 
ly called the Quebec Act, had converted the govern- 
ment of Canada into a complete despotism ; and that 
the powers given to the Glovernour of that Provinos 
were unlimited so far as it cencerqed his proceedings 
against those whom he might choose to consider as re- 
bellious subjects of the King. Sir Guy Carleton had 
already given sufficient evidence, that he was dispos- 
ed to construe his discretionary powers, in the most 
arbitrary sense, and that he only waited for a conve- 
nient opportunity to exercise his restleas spirit be- 
yond the confines of his Province. T o  march against 
him, therefore, and prevent the execution of his. hoe- 
tile designs, was considered as much a matter of self 
defence, as if they had waited to be actually attack-' 
ed. They were not bound, it was argued, by any 14w 
of nature, or by any maxim of reason or policy, to 
look tamely on, while preparations were making for 
their destruction. The question with Congrese'wss, 
shall we lose the time, which the incapacity of the 
British troops in Bostan to do us injury, now affords 
us of putting a stop to the hostile preparations of Qe- 
neral Carleton, or shall we calmly wait until all our 
exertions shall be lequired to defend ourselves else- 
where? Whatever might have been the' answer to 
this question by apologi~ts of the divine right ofzings 
and the supreme power of Ministers, every unpreju- 

. 

diced politician will be willing ta acknowledge, that 



the step which the Congress took with regard to Ca- 
nada, was fully justified by existing circumstances. ' 

W e  left Colonel h o l d ,  weak and wounded, with 
a small remnant of the army, in the depth of winter 
still blockading the royal army, of more than donble 
his numbers, in Quebec. A finer compliment could not 
have been paid to the bravery of these sons of liberty, 
than was implied in the fact that Sir Guy Carleton did 
not think it prudent to pursue them in their retreat. His 
treatment of the prisoners, too, which was somewhat 
different from the ,savage cruelty which he had been 
accustomed to use towards the rebellioars Coloniste, 
showed that whatever he might think of their conduct 
in a political point of view, he could not but regard 
them as brave soldiers, who deserved the tribute of 
applause from every military man. Strong persua- 
sions were used by Sir Guy to induce beveral of 
the Provincial oficere to abandon the cause of their 
country, and accept commissions in the British ser- 
vice. T o  the intrepid JIorgan he offered ihe com- 
hission of a Colonel ; but that inflexible patriot de- 
sired that he might never more be inaulted with a pro- . 
position so abhorrent to his feelings. 

With what delight would t h ~  h-rian dwell upon 
the conduct of J m l d  at this ditical moment, bat that 
Aruold lived to tear up by the roots every laurel 
which he had planted, ant1 cast a stain upon his 
escutcheon which no art cou ab ide. He retired with 
his little army to the distance of three miles from Que- 
bec ; be had lost the bravest of hig omcers, was him- 
self unable to move, and had every reason to expect 
that Sir Guy would march out to attack him. But 
he still maintained his ground. His men, who had 
bravecl with him the hardships of a march, to which , 



thew is no parallel in history, were still cot~tent to 
share the severities of a climate to which none of them 
were accustomed, and to submit to all the privations 
of their situation without a murmur. He had writ- 
ten to General Wooster, who had been left at Mon- 
treal, to join him with reinforcements, and to take the 
command of tlie army ; but this was a-thing not es- 
silg to be accomplished, aud Arnold was compelled 
to depencl upon his own resources. He fortiiied him- 
self a s  \\ell as he was able, and bore up against eve- 
ry cliffrculty, mitli k vigour of mind and a fertility of 
genius, tlmt 11ave never been surpassed. & 

But it is time to return to the South, nncl observe 
t11c proceeclings of Lord Dunmore after the defeat of 
his motley forces at the Great Bridge. His Lordship 
fled precipitately with all the white loyalists on board 
his flrr t. 1 cn \in; the enfranchised. black8 to shift for 
tbemsclr-rs, and tlie town of Norfolk to be entered by 
the victorious Proviucials. 

The  great number of useless mouths which the loy- 
alty of the inhabitants added to his Lordhip's reti- 
nue, soon reduced the fleet to-considerable distress . 
for want of provisions. They were cut off from all 
supplies from the shore, except what could be stoleu 
by the boats that chose to venture within the grasp of 
the outraged inhabitants, and thc difficulties attend- 
ing these marauding parties were daily increased.- 
I n  this situation Lord Dunmore, with as much assu- 
rance as if he really had a claim to the good offices of 
the insuited Colonists, sent a 0% to Norfolk to ask a 
supply of provisions for his JMicje~ty'e Shiprr. The 
answer might easily have been anticipated ; Colonel 
Howe, who commanded the Provincinls, refused ta 
eomply with thc reql~isition of his Lordship ; and oa 



tbe h s t  day d the cve~tfnl -year his W h i p  
a m m e a d  a ammade again3 tbe tern, f b m  two' 

&@fee md two sloops of war. Gndu tbc carer of 
- thee goae r ol sailors md marines kadtd m d  

& i n t o t h e t o w n :  and in a f e a  boars tbe6rda.m- 
mcrcial town in the Colony of T i  was r t d d  
to a heap of ashes. 

Savage as Lord Danmore =as, the e n m i 5  of this 
act seemed even to him to reqaire an .pol=: md 
in a few days &mards there appeared an accmmt. 
published on hovd of his ship, (fir .,Printing Prm 
war an essential part of hi establishment) in which 
it was sttempted to throw tbe d u r n  apon the wbds- 
his Lodehip avowing that it was only his intention ih 
barn a fete of t h ~  homes near the rater .  Bat this 
contemptible falwhood p ined  no credit, even among 
hiR Lordship's friends. I t  was not possible to be- 
lieve that the Provincials themselves would*destro~ 
the most flourishing town in their Colony, and deprive 
t h e w l v e s  of the comfortable winter quarters which 
it dordeb, merely that they might charge it to the in- 
famy of hie Lordship's character, which was already 
black enough in the estimation of the whole Colony. 
Besides, what conld have been his object in d e s t w -  
ing a few h e e P  Did he suppose that the flames 
wonld obey his mandate, and spread no further than 
the houues to which the brands were applied? No- 
the conflagration of towns and cities was a part of the 
system of coercion. I t  commenced with General 
Gage apon the unoffending town of Char1estown.- 
Stonington, Bristol, Palmonth, had shared the same. 
fate. These were the means by which the British 
nation, or more truly, the British Government, thought 
to awe the brave and hardy descendants of their o m  



, aires-these were the mandates by which a misguid- 
ed Ministry hoped to bring America to their feet.- 
Let them answer to the world for the blood that was 
abed during a conflict of seven years. 

Let us now inquire into the measures of the Bri- 
' tish Parliament during their Session of the preceding 

autumn. His Majesty had opened the Session by 
a speech from the throne, unusually long and virulent, 
in which he breathed forth a spirit of animosity against 
the Colonies more inveterate than ever, and intimat- 
ed that nothing would satisfy him but the most abso- 
lute gnd unconditional submission. .The Duke of 
Grafton who had been fruitlessly labouring through- 
out the summer, to effect a change in the disposition 
of the Ministry towards America, soou after resigned 
the Privy Seal-thus refusing any longer to be acces- 
sary to measures, which his disinterested patriotism 
could not but regard as ruiuous to bjs country. He 
had in the first instance lent his sanction to the sys- 
tem of coercion, because he had been misled by false 
information of the state of the Colonies ; but his no- 
ble mind would not suffer him to continue in errour a 
a moment after he became acquainted with the true 
nature of their resistance. 

The Privy Seal was immediately after given to the 
Xarl of Dartmouth, whose conduct as American Se- 
cretary bad been rather too conciliating to please the 
rulers of Administration. His ofice was conferred 
upon Lord George Sackville Gemnaine-a pupil of 
Mr. Grenville, and- a zealous advocate of Parliamen- 
tary supremacy. 

I t  has been mentioned, that when the Petition of 
Congress to the King was presented by Mr. Penn 
and Mr. Lee, his Majesty had directed Lord Dart- 
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mouth to say to those gentlemen, that no answer 
would be given to it. Parliament, however, had de- 
manded to see that Petition ; and a copy of it being laid 
before the House of Peers on the 7th of November, the 
Duke of Hichmond moved that Mr. Penn be exam- 
ined touching its authenticity. Tlds motion produc- 
ed a most furious opposition from the Ministry, who 
it appeared, were purposely blind to all information 
concerning America, and who rather than hear any 
thing on the subject from one who was so well quali- 
fied to tell the tiuth, admitted the authenticity of the 
paper, hoping thereby to get rid of the motion. But 
the Noble Duke had a wider object in view, in desir- 
ing to hear Mr. Penn at the Bar of the House, than 
merely to prove the authenticity of the Petition of 
Congress.-He was desirous that the people of Eng- 
land should h a ~ e  an opportunity of obtaining correct 
information concerning the Colonies, and the ultimate 
ends and designs of the Congress, which had been so 
egregiously misrepresented by Ministers. For this 
purpose, therefore, when his former motion had been 
rejected, he made another, that Mr. Penn should be 
examined at the Bar the next day, thus making it an 
abstract proposition against which no objection could 
be fairly urged. This motion after another warm de- 
bate was finally agreed to, and on the 10th Mr. Penn 
was called to the House. 

The examination of Mr. Penn incontestably prov- 
ed two facts, which ought to have been sufficient to 
hurl the Miuis$ers from their abused trusts-These 
were, that Congress had formed no design of inde- 
pendence; and that not a member of the ddministva- 
tiun had poposed a single question to him on the sub- 
ject of dmerican a$aira, since his arrival in the coun- 
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try. N o  stronger evidence could be offered of the base- 
ness of Ministers, who had in the first instance trust- 
ed to the false representations of their own tools, and 
who afterwards chose rather to keep the whole king- 
dom in ignorance, than acknowledge that they had 
been deceived. Tliey were perfectly acquainted with 
the true state of American affairs, long before Mr. 
Penn arrived in England ; it was not very wonder- 
ful, therefore, that they did not think it necessary to 
question him for their own satisfaction ; but it argued 
deliberate malignity of design, that they should object 
to the examination of that worthy man by others. I t  
showed that they knew what his testimony would be- 
that it must contradict all their previous assertions, 
and perhaps induce the people of England to insist 
upon their dismissal from the councils of his Majesty. 

When the examination of Mr. Penn was conclud- 
ed, the Duke of Richmond moved "That the Peti- 
tion from the Continental Congress to the King, was 
ground for a conciliation of the unhappy differences 
at present subsisting between Great Britain and Ame- 
rica." This motion was supported by every argu- 
ment which could be drawn from a clear and dispas- 
sionate view of the whole ground. I t  was contend- 
ed that if the present offer of conciliation was not 
seized, the chance would be lost for ever, and that 
expense, desolation and carnage would be the inevi- 
table consequence. The utter impossibility of con- 
quen'ng the vast continent of America, was fairly and 
strongly represented; and the hormurs of a war to 
which no termination could be foreseen, were contrast- 
ed wit11 the blessings of peace upon the terms propos- 
ed by the Congress. 
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But these arguments were combated by the ubual 
cant about the sovereignty of the British Parliament, 
and the motion was finally rejected. 

A few days after this, the Duke of Grafton, intro- 
duced several motions, the objects of which were, to 
obtain a statement of the troops employed in Ameri- 
ca previous to the commencement of hostilities-an 
account of the present state of the army in that coun- 
try--of the plans which had been adopted for provid- 
ing for them-the further force which it was thought 
necessary to send to America-and as far as it could 
be ascertained the number of troops in the Provincid 
army. But the Ministers contended, and perhaps 
with some justice, that a compliance with the objects 
of these motions would involve information which it 
would be highly improper to disclose-that it would 
be giving that intelligence to the Americans which they 
most desired to have; and in short, the motions were 
rejected. 

Another attempt was made on the succeeding day 
to ohange the course of Ministerial measures, by a se- 
cond conciliatory proposition from Mr. Burke. His 
motion was introduced by an able and eloquent speech, 
in which he minutely examined every plan whioh had I 

been proposed for putting an end to the troubles in  
America. He  said that the di5culties that must attend 
a continuance of hostile measures were insurmounta- 
b l b t h a t  war could never lead to the accomplishment 
of the object in view, nor would the distresses which 
were heaped upan various portions of the American 
people, ever reduce the whole continent to submission- 
that concession on the part ofParliament was indispen- 
sable, a concession founded upon the great charter of 
,Edward 1st. and the British Constitution. Mr. Burke's 
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plan of conciliation wsa simple and rational, two qua; 
lities which were of themselves sufficient to prevent its 
receiving the sanction of the Ministers. Upon the di- 
vision, however, it was found that their majority was 
much smaller than they had been accusto~llsd to see, 
where they thought proper to wake their sentiments 
known. 

Four days after the rejection of Mr. Burke's pro- 
position, Lord North introduced a Bill which has be- 
,come famous, or rather infamous, under 'the name of 
the Prohibitory Bill, which interdicted all trade and 
intercourse with the thirteen United Colonies. By  
this Bill all property of Americans, of whatever de- 
scription, at sea or on sllore, was made lawful prize to 
the captors. But it had an excepting clause, which 
allowed to his Majesty's'~ommissioners, the power of 
removing these restrictions from any Colony, or parts 
ofa Colony, that should return to a state of obedience.- 
T h e  opposition objected to this as an absolute decla- 
ration of war-a formal abdication of government over 
the Colonies. They asserted, and with justice, that 
i t  would drive the two countries to the fatal extremity 
of absolute conquest on the one side, or absolute in- 
dependence on the other-that the offers of pardon by 
which the Bill was accompanied, were absurd when 
offered to men who were su$ering rather than doing - 
wrong. They contended that the provisions of this 
Bill would force the Americans into alliance with some 
foreign power-that it would necessarily compel them 
to convert their merchant ships into privateers ; by 
which they would do greater injury to the commerce of 
the kingdom than could be done by any other war. 
They  asserted that the Americans would be driven by 
this Bill to open their ports to foreigners, which would 
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of necessity involve the Ministers in all the evils of a 
foreign war, which at such a time was of all thingsto 
be most dreaded. 

I t  is hardly necessary to say, that this Bill of the 
Minister's passed by a large majority, notwithstand- 
ing all the arguments of truth, reason and justice, that 
could be urged against it. 

Not long after this Mr. Fox,  whose fame as a States- - 

man hau since resounded through every portion of the 
civilized world, moved that an account of the expen- 
ses of the Staff, Hospitals, and all military contingen- 
cies whatsoever, of the army in America, from Au- 
gtst 17'73 to August 1775 inclusive, be laid before the ' 

House. Mr. Pox said that the object of his motion 
was to lay open to the House, an astonishing scene of 
J l inbter ia l  delusion-that it would prove, that the 
expenses of in6 had far exceeded any of the glorious 
campaigns of the Duke of Marlborough, and that they 
would necessarily be much greater for the present 
year, than during any year of the last war, when Great 
Britain liad to contend against all the great powers of 
Europe, and kept up a military force of more than 
300,000 men.-But the Ministers had only to say that 
the exhibition of these accounts would be improper- 
the motion of Mr. Fox was negatived without a diai- 
sion. 

Notwithstanding all the discouragements which were 
given to the friends of America, there was still anoth- 
er attempt made to hring about a reconciliation. On 
tlie 7th of December, Mr. Hartley introduced a series 
of propositions, the objects of which were,-to make 
an address to his Majesty for a sz~spension of hoatili- 
ties,-* bill to enable the Province of Massachusetts 
Bay to elect an Assembly and Council according to 
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their Cliarter---and a bill fok repealing all the laws 
since the year- .1763.-TJlese propositions were not 
even thought worthy of clebate : tlrcy wcre rejecterI 
almost as soon au offered. 

On the 20tli of February, Mr. Pox again came for- 
ward with a motion for the appointment of a commit- 
tee "to inquire into the ill success of his Majes ty?~ 
arms in America."-Xr. Fox  said that he sliould de- 
cline at  present toenter into a recapitulation of the cau- 
ses of dispute with America, or to develope that sys- 
tem which in every constitilent part, gave the most 
riiiequivocal proofs, that its ultimate design wns the 
destruction of the Constitution. His present object, 
lie said, was to draw the attention of the House to 
fads which coulcl not be disputed. I t  was acknowl- 
edged on all hancls, that there had been mismanage- 
ment, miscondnct, incapacity, or neglect, somewhere; 
and it was important to ascertain whether the evils ari- 
sing from these faults were to be imputed to the Min- 
istera at home, or to the military commanders abroad, 
or conjointly to both. T h e  nation had a right to know 
where the fault lay, that a remedy might be applied 
before it was too late. H e  said that unless the Min- 
isters were conscious of guilt then~selves, they could 
not object to this inquiry. 

T h e  view which Mr. Fox  took of the measures of 
coercion, which had been pursued by the Ministers, 
exhibited such a picture of folly, ignorance, and mis- 
conduct in Ministers, aud of servility to their views on 
the part of the Parliament, that it threw the whole 
body of Court parasites into dismay. But this was 
all that colild be effected by it. T h e  motion was set 
aside 1)y calling tlic previorls question. - 
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The next subject of importance, as it concerned 
America, which occupieci the attention of Parliament, 
was the Treaty which his Majesty had entered into 
with some of the petty Princes of Germany, particu- 
.larly with the Landgrave, and the hereditary Prince 
of Hesse Cassel, for the hire of troops to aid in subdu- 
ing his American subjects. The  debates to which the 
discussion of this Hessian Treaty gave rise, necessa- - 
rily took a wide range. Among the arguments which 
were used to show the impolicy of employing these 
foreign mercenaries, it was contended that it would be 
setting an example to the Colo~des themselves to en- 
ter into foreign alliances ; and thatthey might instead 
of hiring foreign troops obtain upon better terms the* 
assistance of those European powers from which Great 
Britain had most to fear. On the other hand the trea- 
ties were strenuously defended by the Ministers on 
the strong plea of necessity. They spoke lightly of 
the expenses which would attend the employment of 
these troops, as they did not doubt that the war with 
America would bejnished in one campaign, or at most 
in two. The idea that the war would be prolonged 
to a more distant period, they thought 66 so totally im- 
probable as not to merit consideration." Such was the 
blind infatuation of those who ruled the voice of the 
Parliament. 

A few days after the discussion on these treaties, 
the Secretary of War  made a demand for near one mil- 
lion of pounds sterling, for the extraordinary expen- 

. nes of the army. This demand brought upon the ,Wn- 
isters such a torrent of eloquence, wit, ridicule and in- 
vective, that they took the question without replying 
a word, well knowing that they were able to wield the 
House at will. 
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All hope of accommodation, however, was not even 
yet lost by the real friends of the Kingdom. The Duke 
of Orafton on the i4th of March, moved for an Ad- 
dress to the King, praying that his Majesty might be 
pleased to issue a Proclamation, 6' declaring that if 
the Colonies, before or after the arrival of the troops 
destined for America, shall present a petition to the 
Commander in Chief, or to the Comniissioners to be 
appointed under the late gct, setting forth what they 
consider to be their just rights and real grievances, 
that in such case his Majesty will consent to a suspen- 
sion of arms ; and that he has authority from his Par- 
liament to assure them that their Petition shall be re- 
ceived, considered, and answered." 

But this motion of the Noble Duke, like all others 
of a similai tendency, failed to make any impression 
upon the Ministerial party. W a r  was considered as 
actually declared, and no further attempt was made 
during the session to stem the tide of Ministerial folly. 
The  knowledge that the personal feelings of the King 
were interested in this war, tended to render it extrerue- 
ly popular among certain classes of people in Eug- 
land,-who continued to believe, notwithstanding the 
successes which had attended the American arms in 
Canada, and the blockade of the British army in Bos- 
ton, that the mere sight of the troops to be sent over, 
would quiet all opposition, and reduce the Colonists to 
obedience. Such was the fatal influence of royal ani- 
mosity ! 

Having thus seen the views and proceedings of the 
British Parliament during the Session of im5-0, it 
is now time to return to the two armies on the Conti- 
nent. The  British army under General Howe, spent 
.the winter in acting the farce8 of Glenera1 Burgoyne, ' 
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while General Washington was every day tahbg sbps 
mere effmtually tcr iaveat the hwn of Boeten. The 
BPeops on Bulakrtw Hilt had spemt the winter in tent5 
exposed to all the severities of a w t h e ~ n  climate-the 
ships h&n with supplies of previeions and fud from 
England, were h r  the most gad eapbred by An& 
rican privateers-Geqeral Howe found it eve~y &y 
laere amd more diiIIcu16 to pmure either. To slapply 
the want ef fuel, maay of the hauses in town were ton, 
h w n  and used as fire wood. But it was aot so w y  
to %MI a m d y  f b ~  the want ef greuisiom The Pm- 
vinciala, both by s m  and l a d ,  were tQo vigilant b 
suffer auy thing; to reach the town which could coatri- 
bute to their relief. 

I n  this state of t!hing the Americans received co- 
py of the King's speech, whieh r n e d  them bs sueh a 
pitch of idigmnt  feeling, tbb $he speech was pub- 
tickly bum4 ia the eamp, and their Jag which had 
baea bitk~ta @aim red wm now c~~ bo d?&&em 
st&pes, ms dlemat ica l  of t b  UnieP ef the Cdonie~. 
TBis intelligence was soon succeeded by mews ef the 
Bdi&boly d?& sad the Zk&n Thaty ,  which de- 
twminsd Benerd Washingtea te h a  as time m ex- 
palling t b  British Rom Bsetoa, BePore the amivd ei 
*ha expected reinforcemeata. For this p e ,  sn the 

af March a Battery was opea& on Phippa's &me, 
ikm which a e a d e  was kepCup for eeveral days ; 
laere with a view to divert the attenthof the Wit& 
army from a work of more importance then in coatem- 
plation ios another quarter, team from any expectation 
of dBer aduanhp. The plan succeeded ; and on tke 
evening of the 4th Benerd Thomas wahl iMacbe8ucith 
t%ei thoneaud men bo take possession of the heights 4 
Aseckmhr m the e the~  eide of the town. The neg- 
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lect to fortify this important point, which command- 
ed not only the isthmue of Roxbury, but the Castle, 
and the greater part of the harbour, was certainly a . 
etigma on the military character of General Howe, 
which no subsequent ex& d geniue ever wiped 
off. 

Gteneral Thomas, with the same expedition which 
hadcharacterized the labour8 of Putnrrm and Prescott, 
on the ever memorable Bmd's tiill, had completed a 
Battery of bombs and S4 pounders in the course of the 
night, which met the astonished view of General Howe 
and his oficers on the morning of the 6th as the work 
of enchantment. Their amazement and consternation 
were even greater than when these newly arrived Bo- 
badils had seen the magick entrenchments of the 19th 
of June. At that time, their contempt of Yankee cou- 
rage, excluded every thing like a mixture of fear in 
their amazement : they were then full of the assurance, 
that to look b i g  waa enough to strike the Americans 
with unresisting ternour. But the case was altered- 
these blustering gentlemen had found occasion to 
change their opinions of the Yankees, as they had been 
pleased in their merry humours to miscall dmericane : 
and when the guns from this enchanted hill of Dor- 
ckeeter began to play upon the town, the alarm of the 
General and his army, was ecarcely less than their 
mortification. 

I t  was necessary that General Howe should deter- 
mine at once what course to pursue-the Admiral had 
assuwd him that he could not be answerable for the 
eafety of the fleet, if the Americans retained posses- 
sion of the Heights-to evacuate the town without 
oome effort to dislodge the Americans, would be die- 
graceful-and the General h l l y  determined to at- 
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tempt a coup de main. Orders were given for the em- 
barkation of a number of troops, destined as was sup- 
posed, to storm the works on Dorchester Heights; 
but fortunately for those who were detached on this 
perilous service, a tempest prevented their embark; 
ing on the evening proposed, and the next day the de- 
sign was abandoned. The  cause wl~ich has been as- 
signed for this sudden revolutioli in the designs of the 
General, was the discovery, on the mokning after the 
tempest, that the Americans had thrown up a new work, . , 
stronger than any of the former, ancl which it was judg- 
ed impossible to force. Another discovery still more 
strange, and equally sudden, on the part of the Ciene- 
ral, was, 'c that Boston was not a situation very hap- 
pily chosen for the improvement of any advantage 
that mightbe obained for the reduction of the Colonies.'? 

T h e  conduct of General Howe, throughout the whole 
time of his command at Boston, has been the theme of 
much severe censure. His neglect to improve the 
means that were in his power, before the American 
army at Cambridge were in a condition to resist him- 
his inglorious, idle, and licentious revellings through 
the winter-his suffering the Americans from time to 
time to fortify every advantageous post in his vicinity, 
until he was finally compelled disgracefully to aban- 
don the very town forthe express occupation of which 
the army had been sent from England-all remains 
inexplicable. I t  was perhaps too late for General 
Howe to have effected any thing after the Americans 
had gained possession of Dorchester Heights, though 
he had an army of nine thowrand veteran troops ; but 
it is somewhat wonderful, considering the system 
which had been all along pursued, that he did not leave 
the evacuated town in flames. 
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On the other hand, it may be regarded as equally 
strange, that General Washington not only did uot 
take any measures to impede the slow and diffic~~lt em- 
barkation of the mixed and numerous group of soldiers 
and citizens, women and children, that followed Ge- 
neral Howe; but that he actually ceased from the 
bombardment, which had only been commenced, as 
it appeared, as a signal for the movement, as soon as 
the embarkation began, and remained quiet during the 
ten days that were consumed in completing it. These 
circumstances would naturally lead to the supposition, 
that some agreement, or mutual understanding, had 
taken place between the two Commlmders, for the safe- 
ty of the town on the one hand, and of the retiriugar- 
my on the other. That  such an agreement would have 
been perfectly justifiable on the part of the American 
Commander, cannut admit of a doubt. T h e  town of 
Boston was too important in every point of view, 
to risk its conflagration, for the sake of gaining a 
bloody victory, when all the advantages of a victory 
could be gained without blood. Fifteen hundred Ame- 
ricans too, men, women, and children, werk confused- 
ly intermingled with the army of General Howe. Most 
of these, it is true, were traitors to the cause' of their 
country, and had forfeited all claim to the forbearance 
of their countrymen ; but there were still many amon5 
them, whose fate had been decided by necessityralher 
than choice, and who must have shared in the suffer- 
ings of a battle-which, if there had been one at all, 
must in the nature of things, have been a terrible and 
deadly conflict. 

Whatever were the motives which actuated eithei 
General, Washinghn entered Boston in triumph, at , 

ene end, while the rear of Howe7s army were quitting 
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it, at the other. H e  was received witb ever3 demon- 
stration of joy by tbe remaining inhabitants, though 
many of them had most heartily prayed for his dis- 
comfiture, and would gladly have fled with theBritish 
army, had not a dearer interest bound them to their 
property in Boston. The houses and effects of those 
who had abaudoned their country were confiscated, 
and sold for the benefit of the publick treaeury. 

As a part of the means of defence which the Ame- 
ricans had prepaped on Dorchester Height, it is a sin- 
gular fact, that a number of biarrels filled with large 
stonea were so placed on the declivity, as that they 
might have been rolled down upon the enemy, in the 
event of an attempt to storm the work. The tremen- 
dous effects of such a mode of repelling assailants, may 
be easily conceived. 

General Howe, in his passage out of the harbour, 
ordered the works on Castle Island to be destroyed, 
that the Americans might not by obtaining possession 
of them, impede the movements of the ships of war 
that were left in the harbour for the protection of the 
transports and storeships daily expected from Eng- 
land. Stores of various sorts to a considerable amount 
were left in Boston, and a great quahtity of artillery, 
cannon and mortars, on the works at Bunker Hill and 
other places, which the British had neither time to car- 
ry off nor destroy. 

T h e  situation of General Howe at this period was 
so truly embarrassing, that it might almost have exci- 
ted the compassion of the enemy. Compelled to fly 
in clisgrace, from a foe that his whole army had been 
taught to despise, and whom his masters at home 
thought it possible to conquer with a frown-forced 
lo listen to the discontents and jealousies of his o5c- ' 
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ers, the complaiilts of his wounded and suffering sol- 
Biers, the cries of women sndchildrea, and all the con- 
h i e n  ineident to a motley crowd of ten thousand per- 
craes, each anxious for the safety of his v a h  ef- 
kts- reduced to the necessity of putting te sea witb 
aileet of m e  hundred and $fty ships in the most stor- 
my month of the year : with a scarcity of all the most 
necessary articles of aubsicatence-All these considera- 
t j m s  rendered his itnation indeed deplorable. Nor 
was i6 alleviated by the consolatory reftection that ha 
was fee from censure. Many of his &em, and par- 
ticularly those d the navy, did not scrnple to charge 
him with having brought upon the army all these ca- 
lamities.-It was oa the 17th of March that Genertat 
Washington triumphantly marcbed into Boston. Be- 
n-1 Clinton had been some time before detached by 
Qsneral Hawe, to direct the operations ef the &nth ; 
and General Lee had been sent by Washington, b 
watch and counteract his movements. But before we 
iaquire into the transactions of the South, it will be 
proper to turn our attention to the little army unaer 
h o l d  in Caada.  

W e  have seen that Colonel -4inold, aftea the despe- 
but ansuccemsf~~ assault u p n  Qiiebec, had retk- 

ed wi4h about seven Rundved men, to the &tanca of 
a r e s  miles born the city, where he foptided Bimself 
as well as circnrastauces would enable him, in a situ- 
&en effectually to cut off all supplies from the gar- * rim The reidorcementa which he had mked for, 
arrived bat slowly. ks aeon as General Thomas arrived 
b take the command, another attempt was made upon 
the city. They erected batteries, cowtructed fire ships, 
and prepared scaling ladders, with a view of setting 
Gwe tol O e  shipping and the town, and enterins the 
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works during the confusion that this would necessa- 
rily occasion. At this time an attempt was made to 
drive the Americans away by a Mr. Beaujeu, who 
collected a hody of the Canadian gentry, and march- 
ed against them. But he was compelled by a small 
detachment of the Provincials to retreat within the 
walls, and abandon his deyign. The  Americans suc- 
ceecled in setting fire to a few houses in the suburbs, 
but the conflagration was prevented from spreading, 
by pulling rlowu the houses, that would have commu- 
nicated with the city. T h e  failure of their attempt to 
fire the town rendered their plau of storming the works 
impracticable ; they were therefore compelled to con- 
tent themselves with continuing the siege, feeble and 
ineffectual as were their means of assault. 

I n  this state of things, the small pox made its ap- 
pearance among the Provincial troops. I t  is hardly 
possible to conceive the terrour, distress and confusion, 
which this horrible disease occasioned Ih the Ameri- 
can camp. Under the most favourable circumstances, 
the appearance of an infectious disorder of so malig- 
nant a character, must have produceclmuch confusion 
and suffering ; what then must have been the dreadful 
dismay and distress which it occasioned to the Ame- 
rican army in their situation. Destitute of the means 
which could lessen or impede its ravages, ignorant of 
its true nature, and .anticipating dangers which their 
fears magnified tenfold more than the reality, it was 
found almost impossible to p iven t  a total dispersion 
of the troops. Few or none of the Provincials had had 
the disorder 3 and having heard that inocdation was . 
the only preventive of its fatal tendency, the reinforce- 
ments as they arrived, co~itinued in defiance of orders 
to inoculate themselves, and thus to spread still fur- 
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ther the terrible effects of the disease. Out of three 
thousand recruits that had arrived in the course of the 
Spring, only nine hundred remained fit for duty. 

While the army was in this suffering condition the 
ships of war arrived with succours for the British Ge- 
neral. They had with incredible exertions and dex- 
terity cut through the ice, and forced a passage to the 
relief of the towu ; and having landed a thousand ma- 
rines with two companies of the 29th: Sir, Guy joined 
them with eight hundred of liis own troops and im- 
mediately marched to the attack of the Americans. 
But he was too late-General Thomas, who superse- 
ded Wooster in the command, foreseeing this event, 
had made a hasty retreat, being compelled from the 
situation of his troops to leave behind him all his ar- 
tillery and stores, and a number of the sick who were 
unable to move. 

If Sir Guy Carleton had pursued the American ar- 
my at this period, the whole must have fallen into his 
hands-the Provincials were dispersed at various 
points and the retreating General had not more than 
three hundred effective men, with whom it would have 
been impossible for him to have made a stand. But 
the Governour was content to bereleased from his be- 
eiegers, and did not seem to be desirous of effecting 
more than to drive them from his neighbpurhood. 
About a hund~ed prisoners fell into his hands, chiefly ' 

the sick and wounded, which, to the honour of Sir 
r. Guy Carleton, met with the most humane treatment. 

The  Americans continued their retreat to the river 
Sorel, having marched the first forty-five miles with- 
out halting. Here they found a reinforcement of se- 

. veral regiments waiting for them under Glenera1 
Thompson, who in a few days succeeded to the corn- 
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maud, by the unfortunate death of General Thomas, 
who died of tlle small pox. A few days after this event 
an enterpise was planned by General Sullivan, which 
displayed much more boldness of design, than prn- 
dence or good management.-The army under Gene- 
ral Howe was increased by the arrival of the troops 
from England, Ireland, and Brunswick, to upwards 
of thirteen thousand men, the principal rendezvous of 
which was at Three Ricers--a post on the north side 
of the St. Lawrence, about half w-ay between Quebec 
and Montreal. Brigadier General Frazer, with a 
large body of the British and Brunswick troops, was 
stationed ai this post-Brigadier General .W&sbit re- 
mained with another considerable body on board the 
transports, a few miles below--several of the ships 
wit11 troops had made their way a little above-and 
the remainder of the army with the Generals Carle- 
ton, Burgoyne, Philips and Bidesel, occupied vari- 
ous posts on the river between Three Rivers an'd Que- 
bec.-Under these circumstances Geberal h l l ivah  
conceived it possible to surprise the A m y  at Three 
Rivers and destroy the shipping that lay near it. Vhr 
this purpose he detached (3eneral Thompson, with 
less than two thousandmen, who embarked in batteaux 
and traversing the Lake St. Peter droppeil dowh the 
river in the night, with the expectation of reaching 
Three Rivers before day light. They succeeded so 
far as to pass the ships without discovery, but were 
too late to effect their object, even had success been * 
practicable under every favourable circumstahce. I n  
marching to attack the village in the rear they were 
mmpelled to cross n deep marsh, thc dificulties of 
which were hardly surmounted, when a tremendous 
lire was opened upon them, which threw the whole de- 
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tachment into confusion, and without attending to or- 
ders or remonstrances each man took the best means 
of effecting his own safety. About two hundred ofthem 
fell into the hands of the enemy.-If General Sullivan 
had been acquainted with the strength of the British 
forces in and about Three Rivers, it is not probable 
that he would have formed a design which involved 
such imminent hazard-but that he did not know it, 
can. hardly be considered as a justification of his daring 
project ; and nothipg but the consummate skill and 
prudence with which he managed the subsequent re- 
treat from the formidable forces under Carleton and 
Burgoyne, could have saved him from censure. 

Arnold no longer able to hold Montreal was com- 
pelled to quit it in some haste, and was so closely 
pursued by Burgoyne, that he had scarcely time to 
put his troops in marching order at Longueil before 
that General entered it. T h e  pursuit was equally 
close to Sorel, Chamblee, St. Johns, and the Isle a m  
Noix, at which last place all the boats which were 
not required to transport the army, were burned, nnd 
General Sullivan was enabled to reach Crown Point 
in safety-havins conducted the retreat, under the 
most embarrassing difficu!ties, in a manner to deserve 
the thanks of Congress and the whole army. 

Sliortly before the retreat of Arnold from Montreal, 
an affair occurred in a part of the forces under his 
command, wbich'deserves to be mentioned. An Of- 
ficer had been stationed, with a party of four hundred 
men, at a place called the Cedars .about forty miles 
above Montreal, and just at the head of one of the 
Rapids. Being frightened at the appearance of a 
forcp descending the river to attack him, he fled with 
great precipitation, leaving the command to the otlBcer 
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next in rank-who being of a temperament but little 
more martial than that of his Chief, surrendered the 
post without opposition. Upon hearing of their hos- 
tile approach, Arnold detached Major Sherburne, 
with one hlsnd~*ed men to the relief of the Post, who 
crossed the Lake and 'was marching to the Cedars, 
when his little band were attacked by a body of five 
hundred Indiaas. T h e  Major made a most gallant 
defence of near two hours, nor did he cease to fight 
until completely surrounded and disarmed. Twenty 
eight of his men were killed and wounded, among 
the latter of whom was himself. The  lridians after- 
wards put to death twenty others, with all the aggra- 
vation of savage barbarity; and, strippirig the small' 
remnant of them naked drove them into the posses- 
sion of Captain Foster at the Cedars. Arnold flew to 
the rescue of these unfortunate captives the moment 
he had learned their fate; but upon his approach he 
received a communication from Captain Foster, ac- 
quainting him that if he would not co~lsent to a cartel, 
which he had already forced Major Sherburne and 
others to sign, the prisoners should all be instantly 
pu t  to death. Humanity as well as regard for the 
captive officers, compelled Arnold to accede to the 
proposal, and thus was his vengeance disarmed. 

Thus was an end put to the war in Canada ; a war 
which had been, in its commencement, attended with 
the most brilliant successes to the American arms, 
and which in its whole progress had displayed the 
military character of the Colonial Officers in the most 
honourable point of view. Taking into consicleration 
the brilliant career of Montgomery from the Isle aux 
Noix to Quebec-the long, difficult and laborious 
march of Arnold, through hardships and dangers, that 
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would have appalled the stoutest follower of Xeno- 
phon-his subsequent siege and blockade of one of 
the strongest military posts i$ tile world, in the heart 
of the enemy's country, in tlie midst of a northern 
winter, where nothing was seen but ice and snow, 
with raw recruits half-clad, half-fed and scarcely half 
covered from the storms of wind and snow-the ex- 
pedition to Canada may be fairly placed on a paral- 
lel with any of the boasted achievements of ancient 
Greece or Rome. Nor was the conclusion of it less 
honourable, though less brilliant-the retreat of Ge- 
neral Sullivan will hold a rank among the most glo- 
rious efforts of military genius, so long as the world 
shall delight in war. 

W e  must now attend to the operations in the Mid- 
dle and Southern Colonies. W e  have before hinted, 
that General Clinton had been detached with a body 
of troops by General Howe some time previous to the 
evacuation of Boston ; and that General Lee had been 
sent by Washington to watch his movements. I t  was 
generally supposed that his object was to gain possee- 
sion of the City of New York, an event which would 
prove seriously detrimental to the interests of the Unit- 
ed Coloniee. T h e  Provincial Congress of New York 
at this time contained a majority of the King's friends; 
and it was therefore important that the measure of 
mising troops for the defence of tlie City should not 
be trusted to them. General Lee aware of this, and 
knowing that no troops could be spared from the main 
army, urged General Washington to give him autho- 
rity to raise a body of Volunteers in Connecticut.- 
This  was done through the instrumentality of Glover- , . 
nour Trumbull; and in little more than a fortnight 
General Lee found hinlself at the head of twelve hun- 
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and among them McLeod himself. T h e  Americans 
had only tzco wounded, one of whom afterwards died. 

This victory, it may be supposed, occasioneckgreat 
joy to the Provincials. I t  was the more gratifying, 
too, as the Governour, with General Clinton, and se- 
veral other royal officers were waiting at Cape Fear, 
in full confidence that MiDonald would soon return 
to them with the subdued Provincials. This intelli- 
gence to Clovernour Martin was the death blow to all 
his hopes of recovering the revolted Province. He 
had now only to follow the fortunes of his friend Lorn 
William Campbell, under the guidance of Clinton. 

General Clinton finding that nothing could be d m e  
either in Virginia or North Carolina, in both of which 
Colonies, Lee had appeared like a spirit of the air to 
watch his motions, determined upon making an attack 
upon the City of Charleston, in South Carolina. And . 
here also to the utter astonishment of General Clin- 
ton, Lee had arrived before him. As the movements 
of General Clinton were fortunately not very secret, 
the Americans had had time to prepare for his recep- 
tion at Charleston, by the erection of works on Sul- 
livan's Island. A Fort had been constructed here 
mounting thirty guns, 32's and 18's. The  militia of 
the Colony had readily obeyed the summons of the 
Provincial Presiclent torepair to Charleston, and these 
were joined by several regiments of Regulars from the 
main army, amounting in the whole tofive or si;r: thou- 
sand men. General Clinton arrived with the fleet on 
the first of June, and landed a number of his troops on 
Long Island, separated from Sulli~nn's Island to the 
East by a small creek. Two of the ships, in a few 
days afterwards, passed Charleston bar, having been 
first obliged to take out their guns. This was follow- 
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ed by a Proclamation from the General, in which he 
repeated the gracious promise of pardon to all the re- 
bels who should return to their allegiance to his Ma- 
jesty-but the General could find none willing to ad- 
mit that they had committeda crime for which pardon 
was necessary, and on the 28th of the month he was 
ready to execute the sentence of vengeance denounc- 
ed against the traitors. 

One of the Colonial regiments under Colonel Gads- 
den was stationed at Fort Johnson, bn the northern 
extremity of James Island, and-two other regiments 
of the Colony under Colonels 3loultrie and Thomp- 
son, occupied the opposite extremities of Sdivan ' s  
Island. T h e  other troops were posted at various 
points as the necessity of the case required. Two 50 
gun ships, four frigates, several sloops of war, and 
bomb vessels, were brought to the attack, which was 
commenced about eleven o'clock from one of the bomb 
vessels. Thie was soon followed by the guns of all the 
ships-the attack was against the fort under Colonel 
Moultrie at the west end of Sullivan's Island. Four 
of the vessels dropped anchor within a short distance 
of the Fort and opened tlieir several broadsides- 
Three others were ordered to take their station be- 
tween the end of the Island and the city, intending ' 
thereby to enfilade the works as well as to cut off the 
communication with the continent-But in attempting 
to execute this order, they became entangled with each 
other on the shoals, and one of the frigates, the dcte- 
en, stuck fast. 

The  roar of artillery upon this little Fort was in- 
cessant, and enough to appal even those who had been 
accustomed all their lives to the dreadful work of a 
cannonade. But jMoultrie with his brave Carolinians, 
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seemed to resard it only as a symphony to the grand 
march of independence. They retumed the fin: with 
an aim as true and deliberate as though each British 
ship had been placed as a target for prize shooting, 
and continued it for several hours until their ammuni- 
tion was expended. T h e  cessation which this neces- 
sarily occasioned, produced a momentary joy in the 
aqsailants, who in imnginatiou already grasped the 
victory which bad been so hotly disputed-but the re- 
newal of the blgm from the batteries soon convinced 
them that the struggle was not yet ended. Another 
gleam of hope Brightenecl upon the British seamen, 
when after a dreadhrl volley tbe Jag of Nozcltn'e was 
no longer seen to wave defiance. They looked ea- 
gerly and anxiously towards the spot where Clinton, 
Cornwallis, and Vaughan, had landed wit11 the troops, 
expecting every moment to see them mouilt the para- 
pets in triumph. But no British troops appeared, and 
a few moments afterwards, the striped flag of the Co- 
lonies, once more proudly unfolded to the breeze-the 
staff had been carried away by a shot, and the gag had 
fallcn on the outside of the works ; a brave Sergeant 
of the Carolina troops, by the name of J q e r ,  jump- 
ed over the wall, seized the flag, and fastening it to a 
sponge staff, mounted the merlon, amidst the thunder 
of the enemy's guns, and fixed it in a conspicuous 
place. 

T h e  ships of the enemy kept up tlieir fire, with un- 
subdued courage, until half past nine o'clock, whelk 
the darkness of the night put a stop to the carnage on 
both sides ; and the ships with the exception of the 
-4cteon, soon after slipped their cables, ahd dropped 
down about two miles from the scene of action. T h e  
terrible slaughter on board the ships bore melancholy 
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testimmy to the bravery of the British seamen. At 
one time Captain Morris, bf the B&tol, wae almost 
the only man left a p n  tha quarter deck ; he had re- 
ceived several wounds, but gallantly refused to quit 
the deck, until no longer Ale te stand, or give an order. 
This s M p  Bad li l killed and wounded-The Expe- 
riment lost 99 killed and wounded, and among the 
latter her commander, Captain Scott. The &eon 
had a lieutenant killed a d  & men wounded, and the 
S o L h y  eight wounded-The whole killed and wound- 
ed .%%+. Sir Peter Parker, and Lord William Camp- 
bell who s m e d  tts a volunteer, were both wounded. 
The Americans lost only ten killed and twenty two . 
woanded. 

It is hapossible 60 give too much praise to C&nd 
Jfodtrie and his brave Carolinians, who formore t h a ~  
tm hours sustained the continued fire of upwards of 
ORE hundred p n s  a d  bombs ;from whicb in the course 
of that tiine were thrown more than ten thatsand shd 
and shelh, seven thousand of which were pkked up 
on the next dry. It deservee te be remarked, that 
the wdb of the Fort were built of Palmetta wood, 
which is of so aoft a textare that the balls sunk in it 
as io the earth without doing any i~jury.--On the next 
day a few shot were h d  from the gmison at the &- 
twn, which remained aground, and the crew returned 
them, but finding it impossible to get her off, they soon 
set fire to and abandoned her, leaving the wbum$y- 
is, the gum h&d, md all their amminition and 
etores. In this perilous sitoation she was boarded by 
a mall  party of Americana, who f red three of the 
gunn at their late owners, while tbe h m e s  were burst- 
ing vound them, filled their boats with the dores, se- 
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cured the flag, and had just time to save themselvee, 
when she was blqwq into the air. 

The  inaction of the land forces under Clinton and 
Cornwallis, was a subject of much surprise and spe- 
culation. They remained at the east end of Long 
Island, separated from Sullivan9s Island, w has been 
obsened, only by a narrow creek, easily fordable in  
several places. Opposite to them on the east end of 
Sullivan's island was Colonel ~ h o m ~ s o n  with about 
seven hundred men and two pieces of artillery; and 
General Lee was so advantageously posted with the 
remainder of the forces on the main land, that he could 
easily have gone to the assistance of the island if at- 

. tacked. Whether these considerations were su5cient 
to excuse the inactivity of General Clint011 is matter of 
much doubt. His force was at least equal to Lee's, 
and their superiour discipline and experience should 
have rendered them superiour ; but Lee had pursued 
him like an evilgenius, and the very sight of him ap- 
peared to disconcert his wisest plans. Sir Henry Clin- 
ton was certainly a man of more than ordinary btave- 
ry, and of masterly skill in tactics, as was afterwards 
often manifested to the Americans : but there was some- 
thing unaccountable in his want of success whervsver 
Lee was opposed to him. After the failure of this 
expedition he set sail with Sir Peter Parker for New- 
Pork. 

T h e  Fort which had been so gallantly defended by 
Woultm'e, afterwards received his name ; and the Pal-  
metto wood of which it was constructed gave name to 
a society of Patriots which exists to the present day 
and continues proudly to uphold anddefend the prin- 
ciples of freedom. 
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It will now be necessary to say something of the lib 
tle fleet which had been fitted out under the command 
of Commodore Ezekiel Hopkins. I t  consisted of two 
ships, two brigs and a sloop, all-well manned and arm- 
ed, and having on board about two hundred marines. 
W e  have already mentioned that the operations of this 
fleet had been of considerable service to the Provin- 
cial cause, having at various times with great courage 
made themselves masters of the most il~lportant arti- 
cles of military stores. Early in March they landed 
at New Providence and stripped the island of all its 
stores except the powder which the Governour had 
taken the precaution to remove ; and on their return 
home were somewhat disgraced by an unsuccessful 
action with the British ship Glasgow of 20 guns, which 
they suffered to escape after an engagement of two 
hours, with the whole fleet. 

As the army under General Washington at Boston 
remained unmolested after the evacuation df that town 
by the British, he had an opportunity of disposing of 
them where they were most wanted; and as no mili- 
tary affair of importance immediately demands our at- 
tention, we shall endeavour to give such aview of po- 
litical matters as will lead us to the declaration of in- 
dependence. 

Such was the deep rooted attachmeht of the Colo- 
nists generally to Great Britain, under whose consti- 
tutional government they fancied there was greater 
security, and happiness, than under any other form of 
government 'whatever, that until the last critical mo- 
ment, very few even of those who bore the largest 
share in the measures before related, either desired or 
thought of a separation. And it must remain forever 
a subject of inexplicable wonder, by what magick in- 
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iuence, the few daring spirits in Congress who from 
the first cherished a hope of independence, were ena- 
bled to attain the adoption of those medures which 
so gradually but so successfully led them to the sum- 
mit of their wishes. 

1f7e have heretofore mentioned several addressee 
forwarded by Congress to the inhabitants of Canada. 
Tlie people of that Province had on many occasioao 
evinced a friendly disposition, and steps were now ta- 
ken, by the formal appointment of Commissioners, t~ 
negotiate an union.. Doctor Franklin, Samuel. Chase, 
and Charles Carroll, were clothed with authority from 
Congress for this purpose ; but though many of the in- 
habitants of that Province had experienced nothing 
bu t  oppression and cruelty at the hands of Sir Gu~r  
Carleton, and the rites of the church were denied to 
all who had the courage to avow their dislike of the 
Qtiebec Bill, yet they were either too tame in dispo- , 

siliun or too much in fear of the power of Sir Guy, to 
listen to the terms proposed by the Congress. Mr. 
Carroll, afterwards Arch-Bishop of Baltimore, a gen- 
tleman every way qualified for the task of persuasion, , 

was sent from Maryland to offer the services of the 
Church to those to whom they had been refused, and 
to join his influence with the Commissioners, but to no 
yurlmse-the Canadifins preferred to groan longer un- 
dcr the yoke of tyranny. 

The  Cougre'su had waited with considerable pa- 
tieoce, and some anxiety, the result of the late Session 
of Parliament ; they had forebore to do any thing which 
might not be justified upon the fair principles of self 
defence, until it appeared that the Ministry were re- 
solved, that nothing short of the most abject submis- 
sion should be the price of accommodation. Early 
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in May therefore the Congress adopted a measure in- 
tended to sound the sentiments of the Colonies, on the 
sul~ject of independence. They state2 the rejection 
of their petitions, the Prohibitory Act, and tlieemploy- 
ment of foreign mercenaries to reduce them to obedi- 
ence, and concluded by declaring it expedient that all 
the Colonies should proceed to tlie establishment of 
such a form of government as their representatives 
might thiuk most conducive to the peace and happi- 
ness of the people. This  Preamble and Resolution, 
was immediately forwarded to all the Colonies ; and 
in  a few days afterwards Hichard Henry Lee, of Vir- 
ginia, gave notice to the Congress that he should on 
an appointed day move for a declaration of independ- 
ence. This was accorclingly done, but the considera- 
tion of the question was postponed until the Ist of Ju-  
ly, so timid, so wavering, so unwilling to break the 
maternal connexion were most of the members. 

T h e  interval was employed in unceasing exertions 
by the friends of independence to prepare the minds 
of the people for the necessity and advantages of suc h 
a measure. T h s  Press teemed with Essays and Pam- 
phlets, in which all the arts of eloquence were used 
to ridicule the prejudices which supported an attach- 
ment to the King and the Governnlent of England. 
Among the nulnerous writers on this momentous ques- 
tion, tlie most luminous, the most eloquent, and the 
most forcible, was Thomas Paine. His Pamphlet en- 
titled d' Common Sense" was not only read, but un- 
derstood, by every body. I t  contained plain and uim- 
ple truths, told in a style and language, that came 
home to the heart of every man; and those who re- 
gard the independence of. the United Statee as a bless- 
ing, will never cease to cherish the remembrance of 
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I'homas Paine. Whatever may have been his subse-a 
quent caree l l in  whatever light his moral or religiouo 
principles may be regarded-it'sbould never be for- 
gotten that to him, more than to any single individual, 

. was owing the rapid diffusion of those sentiments and 
feelings which produced the act of separation from 
Great Britain. 

New-Hampshire, New-Pork, New-Jersey, Penn- 
sylvania, and Maryland, for a long time held out 
against the motion for independence. I n  Pennsylva- 
nia the proposed measi~re was so warmly opposed by 
Mr. Dickenson, who had been one of the first and 
ablest advocates of resistance, that the convention of 
Deputies left him out in their election of Delegates to 
Congress, and appointed Dr. Benjamin Rush in his 
place. I n  Maryland the Convention instructed their 
Delegates to vote against the declaration of independ- 
ence, which on the first question they did, contrary to 
their own sentiments ; and withdrawing immediately 
from the Congress, they returned to their own Colo- 
ny. Here Samuel Chase laboured industriously and 
effectually to procure county meetings, at which the 
people were induced to instruct their deputies to re- 
verse their former vote ; and on the 28th of June the 
Convention gave an unanimous vote for independence, 

. with which the Delegates lost no lime in returning te 
Congress. 

On the day agreed upon for the consideration of Mr. 
. Lee's motion, the 1st of July, Congress resolved it- 

self into a committee of the whole ; the debates on the 
question were continued with great warmth for three 

- days. It had been determined to take the vote by 
Coloniee; and as a master stroke of policy, the author - 

of which is not known to history, it had been propos- 
1) 

I 



i d  and <&ed that the decision on the question, what- 
6ver n~ight be the real state of the votes, should appear 
+, the world as the unanimous voice of the Congress. 
On the first question sM Colonies were in the affirma- 
tive, and six in the negative-Pennsylvania being 
without a vote by the division of her delegates. What  
an awful qorneit was this for the sanguine friends of 
freedom ! t n  this state of the business, it is said, on 
the &thority of evidence afterwards adduced be- 
fore the British Parliament, that Mr. Samuel .@dams 
dice more ~uccessfully exerted his influenc~; and that 
one of' the delegates of Pennsylvania was brought over 
to the side of independence. I t  is more probable, how- 
evei, that the influence of Mr. Adrrms txtended no ' 
further t1'an to procurLane of the dissenting members 
to withdrtiw from the House ; and that the vote of 
Penlnsylvania whs thus obtained. This may be mfer- 
red fro& the circumstance that only nine orit of the 
ten' delegates from that Colony subscribed the decla- 
ration: I t  is to be regretted, only as a matter of lau- 
dable curiosity, that the Journals of Congress are pro- 
fbtinihy silent, as to t he  minute proceedings on this 
memorable question, and'as to the names of those who 
e'spouse'd oi'op'posed it. W e  have no reason to doubt 
the furity ofnidtive which pctuated any member. It 
is sudkieii  that' at length the ioqmrtant decision was 
made, and'whether made by a majority of one or of 
Genty  voicei, is a que;tionof no historical impor&nce. 

r h  ;&as Jefferson, John' Adanis, Benjamin Frank- 
lin, d o e r  ddiGman, and R. R'. Livingstoil, had beon 
appbin&dr on the il th  of June, to prepare a declara- 
tion of Ind;pendenie. I t  was a~reerl  by this Com- 
m?tdee, that'eacl; individhal of it sl~ould'driw up sucli 
ardeclarat~od &' his judgment, talknte, or feeling8 
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' should dictate, that so upon comparing the whole, that 
one should be chosen as the Report of the Committee, 
which should be most co~~formable to the wishes of 
the whole. Nr.  Jefeel*son's paper was the first one 
read-and as the highest compliment which could be 
paid to the talents which it displays, every member of 
tlre Committee spontaneously resolved to suppress his 
own production, modestly observing that it was un- 
worthy to bear a competition with what they had just 
heard. 

On the fourth day of July 1776, that declaration 
was adopted by Congress, and given to the world as 
follows : 

A Declaration by the Representatives of the Unit- 
ed States of America, in Congress assembled. 

When in the course of human events, it becomes 
necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands 
which have connected them with another, and to as- 
sume among the powers of the earth the separate and 
equal stition to which the laws of nature and nature's 
Bod entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of 
mankind requires, that they should declare the cause8 
which impel them to such separation. 

W e  hold these truths to be self-evident: that all  
men are created equal; that they are endowed by their 
Creator with certain unalienable rights ; that among 
these are life, liberty, and the puraui t of happiness ; 
that te secure these rights, governments are instituted 
among men, deriving their just powers from the con- 
sent of the governed ; and whenever any form of go- 
vernment becomes destructive of these ends, it is the 
right of the people to alter or abolish it, and to insti- 
tutc a new government, laying its foundation on such 
principles, and organizing its powers in such form, 
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as to them ahall seem most.likely to effect their safe- 
ty and happiness. Prudence indeed, would dictate 
that governments long established, should not be 
changed for light and transient causes ; and accord- 
ingly, all experience hath shown, that mankind are 
more inclined to suffer, while evils are sufferable, than 
to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which 
they are accustomed : but when a long train of abuses 
and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same object, 
evinces a design to reduce them under absolute despot- 
ism, it is their right, it is their duty to throw off such 
government, and to provide hew guards for their,fu- 
ture security. Such has been the patient sufferance 
of these Colonies, and such is now the necessity which 
constrains them to alter their former systems of go- 
vernment. The  history of the present King of Great 
Britain, is a history of repeated injuries and usurpa- 
tions ; all having in direct object the establishment of 
an absolute tyranny over these states : to prove this, 
let facts be exhibited to a candid world. 

He has refused his assent to laws, the most whole- 
some and necessary for the public good. 

He has forbidden his Governours to pass lbws of 
immediate and pressing importance, unless snspend- 
ed in  their operations till his assent should be obtain- 
ed; and when so suspended, he has utterly neglect- 
ed to attend to them. 

He has refused to pass other laws, for the accom- 
modation of large districts of people, unless those peo- 
ple would relinquish the rights of representation. in 
the legislature ; a right inestimable to them, and for- 
midable to tyrants only. 

He has called together legislative bodies at places 
unusual, uncomfortable, and distant from the deposito- 
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ries of their public records, for the sole purpose of fati- 
guing them into complianee with his measures. 

He  has ~liskolved repreaentatite houses repeatedly, 
for opposing, with manly firmness, his ipvas$on ou the 
rights of the people. 

He  has refused, for a lone time after such dissdu- 
tion, to cause others to he erected, whckeby th,e legis- 
lative powers, incapablk of annihilation, have returp- 
ed  to the people at large for their exercise,-the state 
remaining in the mean time, exposed to all the dan- 
gers of invasion from without, hnd &nvulsio~o with- 
in. 

H e  has endeavoured to l~rovent the populatioll of 
these states ; for that purpose, obstructins the laws for 
naturalization of foreigners, refusing to pasr others 
to encourage their migrations hither, and raising th; 
conditions of new appropriations of lauds. 

H e  has obstructed the administration of uetice, by i refusing his assent to laws for establishin5 judiciary 
powers. 

He  has made judges dependa~t  on his will alope, 
for the tenure of their offices, and the amount and pay- 
ment of their salaries. 

H e  has erected a ~nultitude of new offices, and sent 
hither swarms of officers, to harass our people and eat 
out their substance. 

H e  has kept among us, in times of peace, standing 
armies, without the consent of our legislatures. 

H e  has affected to rknder the military . -  independant 
of and superior to, the civil p9wer. 

I He has combined with others, to subject us to a ju- 
risdiction foreign to our constitution, and unacknowl- 
edged by our laws, giving bis assent to their pretend- 
ed acts of legislation. 

. I  
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. For guar@ring Jarge bodies of turned troops qmong 

US. 

For pqotecting thBefm, by a mock trial, from punish- 
pent for any myrdgrs whiLh they sllould com+it on 
the inhabiLnts of these state. : 

For cLttipgoff our trade, with all parts of the world : 
For imposing taxes on us without our consent : 
For depriving us, in many cases, of the benefit r e  of 

trih by jbry : 
For traqpporting us beyond eeas, 40 be tried for pre- 

tepded offences : 
For &&sking the free system of English laws in 

neighbourin2 Province, establishing therei? an ~ b i -  
traG government, and enlarging its boundaries so as 
;to render it at once an example and fit instrument for 
introducing the same absolute rule into these Colonies : 

For taking awWpy opr cliarters, abolishing our most 
valuable laws, and alteripg fu~damentally the form; 
of our go~ernments : 

For suspending our own Legislatures, ancl declar- 
i4g themaelyes invested with power to legislate for us, 
in a11 ityes whatsoever. 

He has abdicated governmept here, by declaring us 
~ n t  of his protection, and waging war against us. 
* -  

y e  has plundewd our seas, ravaged ourcoasts, buimt 
our toyns, and destroyed the lives of our people. 
I J 

He is at this time transporting large armies of foreigu 
wercenaries, to complete the work of death, desola- 
hon and tyranny, alrepdy b e b n  ~ i t h  cinumstancetj 
of cruelty and perfidy, scarcely paralleled in the most 
barbcrqys ages, and totally unworthy the head of a ci- 
vilized nation. 

He . bas ., constraiped our fellow-citizens, taken cap- 
94 tbe high seas, to bear arms against their pun-  
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try, to become the executioners of their friends and 
brethren, or to fall themselves by their hands. 

H e  has excited domestick insurrections amongst us, 
and has endeavoured to bring on the inhabitants of our 
frontiers the merciless Indian savages, whose known 
rule of warfare is, undistinguished destruction of all 
ages, sexes and conditions. 

I n  every stage of these oppressions, we have peti- 
tioned for redress, in the most bumble terms : our re- 
peated petition~ have been answered only by repeated 
injury. A Prince, whose character is tlius marked by 
every act which may define a tyrant, is unfit to be the 
ruler of a free people. 

Nor have we been wanting in attention to our Bri- 
tish brethren. W e  have warned them, from time to 
time, of attempts, by their Legislature, to extend an 
unwarrantable jurisdiction over us ; we have reminded 
them of the circumstances of our emigration and settle- 
ment here ; we have appealed to their native justice , 
and magnanimity ; and we, have conjured them, by 
the ties of our common kindred, to disavow these usur- 
pations, which would inevitably interrupt our connex- 
ion and correspondence. They too have been deaf 

' to the voice of justiee and consanguinity. We must 
therefore acquiesce in the necessity which denounces 
our separation, and hold them, as we hold the rest of 
mankind, enemies in war, in peace friends. 

W e  therefore, the representatives of the United 
Btates of America, in general Congress assembled, 
appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the 
rectitude of our intentions, do, in the name and by the 
authority of the good people of these Colonies, solemn- 
ly pllblish and declare, that these United Colonies 
are, and of right ought to be, Free and Indepeudent ' . 
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States ; and that they are absolved from all allegiance 
to the British Crown ; and that a11 political connex- 
ion between them and the state of Great Britain, is 
and ought to be totally dissolved ; and that, as free 
and independent states, they have fulI power to levy 
war, conclude peace, contract alliances, establish com- 
merce, and to do all other acta and things which in- 
dependent states may of right do. And for the sup- 
port of this declaration, with a firm reliance on the 
protection of Divine Providence, we mutually pledge 
to each other our livee, our fortunes, and our aacred 
honour. 



CHAPTEB XITI. 

Effect of the D e e l a r a t w n ~ V i i o u s  p,paratiotts of the Britislr 
. ~ ? i n i s t r ~ - ~ e t t e r s  of Washit~~ton-Resolutiotls of Con$es- 

diis'celliclieoi~ ~ u n ~ I h a r y - f n ~ ~ i r ~  itit6 the capture of the Ci- 
&rs-corn-elhent d j  thi .?piem of ~ei%~iatiun-Re$cti&s' 
di as p o t i C 1 / - ~ 4 t l e ~ s - O ~ & U i s e e l t a h d c ;  kjle&olis-- 
Jdmiral and General Hotoe an5t-e as Comniissi6nerpEtigyeEtee 
observed $z their intercourse with Washington-Crown Poild 
abandoneatState ofyrc.pamtion4-~rit'ish L.e'ssels p u s  up thb 
flmth Rire l~Renurrks .  

THE Declaration of Independence once published 
to the world with such solemnity, gave a new charac- 
ter to the contest, not only in the Colonies, but in Eu- 
rope. Before this decisive step, the Aherican people 
were regarded by many able and good men, as well 
as sound politicians, on both sides of the Atlantick, ra- 
ther as children struggling for doubtful privileges 
with a parent, than as men contending with men for 
their natural and indisputable rights. But this deli- 
berate appeal to the nations of the earth, to posterity, 
-and to the God of battles, gave a new political charac- 
ter, an immediate dignity and manhood, to their cause. 
I t  was no longer the unholy struggle of subjecb against 
their monarch ; ofchildren against their parent ; of rash 
and turbulent men who never measure nor weigh the 
consequence of their deeds : it wae no longer a con- 
test for mere matters of opinion, but for a national ex- 
istence, for life or death. I t  became, under the awful 
sanction of that assembly, the temperate and determin- 
ed stand of men who have entrenched the,rnselves with- 
in the certain and thoroughly -understood limits of their 
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rights ; of men who had counted the cost dispassion- 
ately, and measured the event without shrinking ; of 
men who felt, deliberated and acted, as the representa- 
tives of a whole people, conscious of their infirmities 
and their responsibility ; knowing the might of their 
adversaries, and the weakness of their friends, but de- 
termined to do their duty to their children, and leave 
them their inheritance undisturbed and unimpaired. 
Or if that might not be, and the liberties of English- 
men were no longer the protection of their wives, or 
the birth-right of their children,-to leave them as wi- 4 
dows and orphans to the charity of Heaven. 

. The  Declaration of Independence was, of itself, a 
victory,-a victory over the passions, prejudices and 
fears of n multitude. I t  drew the line forever, between 
the friends and the foes of America. I t  left no neu- 
trals. He, who was not for independenoe, uncondition- 
al independance, was an enemy. The effect produc- 
ed upon the publick mind by the boldness and unani- 
mity manifested on' this occasion, by the delegates of 
the several Colonies, operated on the general con& 
clence of the people as much as a similar cleclaration 
would have done, had it been adopted and signed by 
the whole population of the states. In  the publick 
exultation at the time, the murmhPs of disapprobation 
were unheard ; and.the opposition to be expected from 
the discontented and factious, who were always a for- 
midable minority, and in the very,bosom of the coun- 
try, was entirely overlooked. 

The manifesto appeared as unanimous ; it was bail- 
ed as a prognostick ; and when the measure was con- 
summated there were few to distrust such predictions 
as the wisest had uttered, when only contemplating 
the possibility of such a coalition. They forgot that 
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there mas no common head to give stability and uni- 
formity to the measures of the confederacy ; the testi- 
mony of all antiquity was disregarded ; not only the 
people, but politicians, not otherwise deficient in saga- 
city, persisted in believing that such an union might be 
permanent with no other tie than that of opinion. 

Whatever may now be thought of the vast political 
foresight of those who first planned this confederacy, 
it is certain that, at the time, it was repardedas a tem- 
porary association. T o  understand the principles of 
attraction and adhesion which first brought together 
and then united such discordant materials, it will be 
necessary to forget what happened after their union, 
and go back to its first cause. Much has been attri- 
butecl to tlie lofty patriotism of the times, which may, 
with more justice, be attributed to necesity, or tosome 
other cause. Still more has been said of the generous 
disinterestedness, the unshaken firmness, the incor- 
rnptible integrity of the scveral parties ; but the plain 
truth seems to be this. T h e  Colonies adopted certaiu 
precipitate measures, the consequences d which were 
not foreseen at tlie time, by which they were so entan- 
gled, that they could not be separated. TheiFdispo- 
sition to retract frequently succeeded the strongest in- 
stances of opposition, but always so far in the rear as 
to be ineffectual. mThile they threw the gauntlet wit11 
one hand, they extended the other for reconciliation. 
And when that reconciliation was about to take place, 
some other precipitate indication of hostility wasgiven, 
which prevented it. 

. 
T h e  only bond of union at first, was opinion-lia- 

ble at every moment to chnnge. A sense of common 
danger was the tendency to uniori ; and a desire of 
self preservation the only 1 ~ w  of cohesion. And both of 
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these could be counteracted by the first change in af- 
f a .  That  very patriotism which Lad united the 
whole, would have controled the party : until a to- 
tal dismemberment and separation were effected. Pa-  
triotism is, necessarily, more and more active and pow- 
erful as it is more circumscribed ; ancl this, which had 
embraced within its comprehensive reach, the popula- 
tion of thirteen states, would always have been found 
with its moving principle concentrated in some one of 
them. 

This patriotism, acting on the vitals of each state, 
and supported by the omnipoteut desire of self preser- 
vation, would, when submissiou was safety and secu 
rity, have effected a separation of interests by the con- 
tinued operation of the same laws which led to their 
union. 

That  this confederacy did exist so long, notwith- 
standing this infirmity in its nature, without any arti- 
cles of association creating a greater degree of mutual 
dependence, than a mere seuse of common danger, 
must be attributed to some cause more philo~ophical 
than disinterestedness, or virtue. T o  counteract this 
tendency to fly off from the centre, tliere must have 
been some natural law. Nations or legislative bodies, 
are not disturbed or influenced by patriotism, or disin- 
terestedness, in any case whatever, Individuals may 
possess many exalted virtues, but they cannot be de- 
legated ; and if they coulcl, tliere are comparatively, 
so few of them in the population of any country that 
their influence would never be felt in a representative 
assembly. 

This natural law which enabled all the Colonies to 
m i s t  the influences applied to them, and still to main- 
tain the closest union, when the causes that bronglit 
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them together had ceased to operate, was neceae'ty. 
Many of them would have withdrawn before the con- 
federacy was agreed upon ; evep before the declara- 
tion of independence was published, but for the ear- 
lier measures with which they had entangled them- 
sell es, their characters, their popularity and r e s o m s ,  
without any expectation of the consequences. 

Rut, whatever may now be acknowledged to have 
been the natural. law, which brought these several 
parts into such intimate connexion, and afterwards - 

supported that connexion, it will be granted that, at 
the time, these effects were attributed to principles ma. 
terially different. T h e  weakness of the coalition wlrs 
forgotten ; its tendency to separation was digregarded ; 
patriotism and virtue were considered as ligaments 

' capable of counteracting these natural propensities.- 
T h e  declaration of independence was received as the 
unanimou~ resolve of the thirteen Colonies. And 
even in England, where some intimations of such a 
design had been rumoured in the circles of government,. 
and where the strength of the royalists was the mod 
intimately known, the power of that formidable mino- 
rity was forgotten in the alarm of the first intelligence, 
and the cabinet politicians themselves, for a while, be- 
lieved that the whole population of America had spo- 
ken to their oppressors. T h e  unanimity thus exltibit- 
ed in this moment of unparallelled trial, was justly re- 
garded as portentous not only of the nature, but of the 
termination of the contest. 

T o  the sober and reflecting, there was a more justi- 
fiable ground for apprehensions, or fears, as they be- 
longed to the oppressors or the oppressed, in the cool 
and weighty deliberation of the men who had resolv- 
ed on this measure, though they had not given an un- 
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animous decision j than there would have been in the 
most complete and unquestionable manifestatiolls of 
popular unanimity. For  a measure adopted unani- 
mously by a multitude, from the nature of their deli- 
berations, can never be so conclusive, as if it were sanc- 
tioned by the majority of a few, representing tile ma- 
ny, even as they are usually represented. But men 
were never so represented, as iu this Congress. The  
members composing it, were not only the cllosen clues 
of their country, but chosen in the hour of trial, H hen 
only the great are to be seen; men slow in cleli- 
beration, but triedand known to be immoveable in 
thoir resolves. 

T h e  Delegates to this Congress who first gnve a 
name to their country, were not the popular favourites 
who are brought into notice dnring the season of tu- 
mult and violence; nor were they such men as are 
chosen in times of tranquillity, when nothing is to be ap- 
prehended from a mistaken clioice ; not the favourites 
of a parts or a family. But they were men to 
whom others might cling in times of peril ; and look 
up to in the revolution of empires; men whose 
countenances in marble, as on the canvass, may be 
dweit upon, by after ages, as the history of their times. 

I n  periods of revolution, common men are disre- 
garded; popular favourites dwindle into obscurity ; 
and the humble stand contemplating the giants of their 
race, who have assembled and united for their pro- 
tection. Such were they who domposed that assembly ; 
chosen in the most threatening hour of their existence, 
and placed as centinels upon the outworks of liberty. 

There is something so grand and impoking in the 
nature of that event ; in the character of tile times and 
the actere, that we ehould regard it, were it a matter 
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of antiquity, as the most sublime exhibition that man 
has ever made to man : and nothing short of an im- 
I ~ ~ ~ s i L i l i t y  should be listened to, as an excuse, from 
an American, for not being fam'iliar with its circum- 
stances. T h e  Chronicles of that age should be stu- 
died with reverence and intensity, by all whose an- 
cestors had an interest in the question ; and all who 
experience in themselves and the security of their li- 
berties, the mighty effects of its decision ; and this, 
while yet they are not too far removed from the peri- 
od when men feel related to their ancestors, and speak 
with a generous enthusiasm of their deeds ; and while 
yet within the time when benefactors are not quite 
forgot ten. 

I f  the mind were properly led to an examination of 
this subject, by a regular chain of deduction, from the 
first causes of dissatisfaction in the Colonists, to the 
times of greater violence, and more open and decided 
opl~osition to the British Ministry ; and thence to a 
periocl ~vlien open war was proclaimed against their 
formitlnble aclversary, it will be qcknowledged that 
thcre is no record in history of greater interest ; nor 
any people, unless it be the Greeks, in their strife 
with the Persians, who have dared so much, with so 
frarful s, disproportion. And sllould the same dispas- 
sionate consideration of the subject be resumed for 
a~~otl ier  purpose, it will be found that at no time of 
thc struggle,-from the first s~mptoms of disaffection, 
to the period when a small miilority of the oppressed 
gave battle to their oppressors in the Eastern Colo- 
~lios, to tlie declaration of the majority against tyran- 
ny, though clothed in the verable babilimeds of Bri- 
tishlaw, which. this country so reverenced, arirl so che- 
rishes yet, and to the final consummation of their ia- 
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dependence, was there a period so critical, as when 
that declaration was first publickly proposed by ICich- 
ard Henry Lee. Let it be supposed, for a moment, 
that it had been rejected. How different would be 
the present situation of America ! Prance would have 
had no coufidence in a people that had uone in them- 
selves ; and to this hour America might have been a 
part of the British Empire. T h e  Americans, until 
that paper was published to the world, llarl doue no- 

' 
thing which their king might not have forgiveu with 
dignity. 

That  measure to which the latest posterity of the 
authors will appeallas the most convincing evidence of 
masculine energy in peril ; of decision in policy, 
aud high minded devotion to the interest of humanity? 
is now considered so much a matter of course, as a pro- 
ceeding so necessarily required by the situntion,of af- 
fairs, and so naturally growing out of them, that few 
will be made to understand its boldness nnd impor- 
tance, and fewer still to acknowledge either. But let 
nll whoregarcl it withsuch indifference, or who believe 
it tohave been the natural result of such a vast politi- 
cal commotion, ask themselves if they worild have 
tlared, in such a season of terrour ancl cliscourngeruent 
to make such a proposition, in an assembly of ~ e b e l s ;  
or even to vote in favor of it, if another had proposed 
it; and then, they may be enabled to understand how 
momentous was the crisis, how eventful the contem- 
plated declaration, and how unlimited the consequen- 
ces to be apprehended. 

All these circumstances should be contemplated, 
and dwelt upon with scriousnesa, or justice caunot be 
done to the actors in those scenes. They were le- 
gislators, senators, cliristians, suber minded men, not 
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to be stirred to enthusiasm by rhetorical allusion to 
Greece or Rome ; they were not to be hurried into an 
exterminating and perpetual war, as schoo~boys to 
an exercise. The drama in which they were the ac- 
tors, was to be'played by men in arms, before the 
universe. They were men who had learned to look 
on death unmoved, and debate calmly in his presence. 
I t  was not desperation, not intemperate desire of ven- 
geance which impelled and supported them ; it was 
the immoveable resolution of men who have determin- 
ed on martyrdom. -4s such, the Declaration of Inde: 
pendence was received in Great Britain. W e  have 
seen that it had been determined in the British Ca- 
binet, at the commencement of this year, to strike a 
decisive blow, and by one vigorous campaign to over- 
spread and recluce the whole Colonies at a time. T o  
carly this plan into operation, a body of sixteen thou- 
sand foreign troops were to be employed in addition 
to the British forces. Notice of this measure was 
soon communicated to the Americans, and served but 
to excite i n  them a more determined spirit of resistance ; 
and to give a sanction to their applications-for foreign 
assishiice. I t  took away the character of a domestick 

- struggle from the war, lessened the confidence of the 
Britisli in themselves, ancl t a d ~ h t  the Colonies to 
boast that even Great Britain could not hope to re- 
duce them without assistance. The whole of the 
American Colonies, in furtherance of this new system of 
war, and as preparatory to some dreadful punishment, 
had been declared, early in this year, to be out of the 
royal protection. This step, more than any othel; 
operated upon the passions of the multitude ; and 
turned the eyes of the leading men in America to: 
wards their resources. It accustomed them to con- 
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template the whole American people aa outlaws, with 
whom no measures were to be kept, aud against 
whom it was lawful to employ the mercenaries of Eu- 
rope, not in battle, but as blood hounds, in hunting 
and extermination. The Princes of Europe, who 
furnished these troops, were justly regarded as a kind 
of contractors for cutting the throats of mankind on an 
extensive scale. A price was set upon the head of 
every distinguished man in America.-That price was 
the plunder of his estate and the monthly pay of liis des- 
troyers. But these were the measures of a minority, 
not of a nation. 

The plan for the campaign was vast, and bad the 
most important part been entrusted to a more enter- 
prising omcer than Sir William Howe, the result, for 

- 

a season, might have been more auspicious ; but it 
could not have been decisive. A greate~ territory 
might have been recovered, more brilliant adranta- 
ges securecl, but they must have been temgoraivy.- 
The whole force employed wag too inetficient to ef- 
fect the total overthrow of the Colonial power, and 
any less successes than a complete overthrow from 
one extremity to the other of the confederacy, wolild 
but have animated them to a more resolute opposi-, 
tion, and a mightier effort for the ensuing campaign. 
Besides, it wag teaching them to be soldiers ; every 
defeat which was not destructive to the Colonists, wm 
in reality a victory. Like the Spartan, Great Bri- 
tain should never have fought a second battle with her- 
foe. That this was the spirit of the Americans is prov- 
ed by every page of their history. Disaster but taught 
them circumsptwtion. The energies of the confederacy 
were never so vehemently exerted after s victory as 
after a defeat. 
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Notwithstanding all the reasoning and remonstran- 
ces of Washington, the vigour of Congress always 
relaxed after a successful campaign. T h e  wisest 
men in America would believe the termination of the 
war already at hand, and it was not till after a long 
sucvession of clisappointments, during every one of 
wrliich their very existence as a nation was at stake, 
that measures were taken for a permanent war; and 
provision made not for reconciliation, but for a war 
which must and should be handed down from father to 
son, until tile independence of the country was recog- 
nized. 

Tile plan, as matured for the campaign of lmG, by 
the British Ministry, eml~raced three extensive ob- 
jects. T h e  first, was to relieve Quebec, and drive out 
the, dme,ricnns from Canada. T h e  second was to 
make a powerful movement upon some of tlie South- 
ern Colonies ; the execution of which was entrusted 
to Sir Henry Clinton ancl Sir Peter Parker ; both of 
which have been already related; And the third, and ' 

most i~aportant of all, was to take possession of New 
York with a force suficiently powerful to hold Bud- 
scn river ; form a line of communication with the royal 
army in Canada ; embarrass or intercept the inter- 
course between the eastern and midclle Colonies, and 
overrun the surrol~nding country. This expedition 
wa8 colnmitted to Sir William Howe. 

T h e  purposes of this last mentioned division of the 
plan, with all their consequences were foreseen by 
Washington, and fully understood, as will be seen 
by the following letter, which will serve to explain 
the general situation of affairs in -4merica at the time 
of her becoming a confederate and independent na- 
tion. I t  is dated July 4, lm6, at New York, and 
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directed to John Hancock, the President of Congress. 
'6 When I had the honour to address to you," he 

says 6' on the thirtieth ult. I transmitted a copy of a 
letter I had received from a gentleman, a member of 
the honourable court of Mass. suggesting the impro- 
bability of succour coming from there in any reasons.- 
ble time, either for the defence of this place, or to re- 
inforce our troops engaged in the Canaclaexpedition. , 

I am sorry to inform you, that, from a variety of in- 
telligence, his apprehensions appear to be just, and to 
be fully confirmed: nor hare I reason to expect but 
that the supplies from the other two governments, 
Connecticut and New Hampshire, will be extremely 
slow and g e a t l j  deficient in numbers. 
" As it now seems beyond a question, and clear to 

demonstration, that theenemy meau to direct their ope- 
rations, and bend their most vigorous efforts against 
this Colony, aud will attempt to unite their two ar- 
mies,-that under Gen. Burgoyne and the one arriv- 

8 

ed liere, I cannot but think the expedient proposed 
by that gentleman is exceedingly just ; and the conti- 
nental regiments now in Massachusetts Bay, should 
be immediately called from thence, aud be employed 
where there is the strongest reason to believe their aid 
will be indispensably necessary. T h e  expediency of 
the measure, I shall submit to the consideration bf 
Congress, and will only observe, as my opinion, that 
there is not the most distant prospect of an attempt 
beiug made where they now are ; and if there should, 
that the militia that can be assembled upon the shor- 
test notice, will be more than equal to repel it. They 
are well armed, resolute aud determined, aud will in- 
stantly oppose any invasion that may be made iq 
their own Colony." 



6' I sball also take the liberty again to request Con- 
gress to interest themselves in having the militia rais- 
~l and forwarded with all possible expedition, as fast 
as any consitlerable number of them can be collected, 
that are to compose the flying camp. This I mention- 
ed in my letter yesterday, but think proper to repeat 
it, being more and more convinced of the necessity. 
The camp will be in the neighbourhood of Amboy : 
and I shall be glad'that the Conveutions or Commit- 
tees of Safety, of those governments from whence they 
come, may be requested to give me previous notice of 
their marching, that I may form some plan, and di- 
red  provision for their reception." 

6' The disaffection of the people of that place and 
others not fqrr distant, is exceedingly great; and, un- 
less it be checked and overawed it may become more 
genera1 and very alarming. The  arrival of the enemy 
will encanrage it. They, or at least, a part of them, 
are already landed on Staten Island, which is quite 
contiguous ; and about four thousand were marching 
about it yesterday, as I have been advised ; and are 
leaving no arts unessayed to gain the inhabitauts to 
their side, who seem but too favourably disposed. It 
is not unlikely that in a little time they may attempt to 
cross to the Jersey side, and induce many tojain them, 
either from'motives of interest or fear, unless there is 
a force to oppose them." 

66 As we are fully convinced that the Ministerial ar- 
my we shall have to oppose this campaign, will be 
great and numerous, and well know that the utmost 
industry will be used as it already has been, to excite 
the savages and every body of people to arms against 
us, whom they can influence, it certainly behoves us 
to strain every nerve to counteract their deeigns. I ' 
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would therefore submit to Congress whether (espe- 
cially as our schemes for employing the western In- 
dians do not seem to be attended with any great pros- 
pect of success, from General Schuyler's account,) it 
may not be advisable to take measures to engage those 
of the Eastward, the St. John, Nova Scotia, Penob- 
ecot, &c. in our favour. I have been told that -several 
might be got ; perhaps flve or six hundred or more, 
readily to join us. If they can, I should imagine it 
ought to be done. I t  .will prevent our enemies from 
aecuring their friendship ; and further, they will be of , 

inflnite service in annoying and harassing them, should 
they ever attempt to penetrate the country. Congress 
will be pleased to consider the measure: and if they 
determine to adopt it, I conceive it will be necessary 
to authorize and request the General Court of the 
Massachusetts Bay to carry it into execution. Their 
situation and advantages will enable them to negotiate 
a treaty and an alliance better than it can be done by 
any persons else." 

After some other remarks relating to the employment 
of French engineers, and intelligence received from 
General Oreene, he continues : 

6' The expectation of the fleet under Admiral Howe, 
is certainly the reason the army already come have 
not begun their hostile operationg. When that arrives, 
we may look for the most interesting events, and such 
as, in all probability, will have considerable weight 
in the preeent contest. I t  behoves us to be prepared 
in the beet manner, and I submit it agaiu to Conpss ,  
whether the accounts given by their prisoners clo not 
show the propriety of calling the several Contiurntal 
regiments from the blassachusetts g;ove.rnment, rais- 
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ing the flying camp with all possible clispatch, and en- 
gaging the Eastern Indians." 

July 5. General Mercer arrived bere on Tues- 
day, and the next morning; was ordered to Pnulus 
Hook to make some arrangement of the, militia as they 
came in, and the best clisposition he could to prevent 
the enemy crossing from Staten Island, if they should 
have any such view. T h e  distressecl situation of tlie 

, inhabitants of Elizabethtown and Newark has since 
induced me, upon their application, to give up all the 
militia from tlie Jerseys, except those engagecl for six 
months. I am hopeful they will be enabled to repel 
any incursions that may be attempted. Gene.rals Mer- 
cer and Livingston are concerting plans for that pur- 
pose. By a letter from the latter, last night, I am in- 
formed the enemy are tlwowing lip small works at all 
thepasses on the north side of StatenIsland, which it 
is prol~able they mean to secure." 

66 None d the Connecticut militia have yet arrived ; 
so thnt the rei~iforcerne~it we have received is very in- 
considerable." 

He  then mentions having rrceived a letter from Ge- 
neral Schuyler, who, it appears, 11ad acldressed him 
on a subject of great delicacy. General Gates had 
been appointed to a command in Canada, and after his 
retreat within the division subject to Oeneral Schuj- 
ler, still continued to exercise a concurrent authority. 
T h e  particulars will be related hereafter. 

66 T h e  evils whicli must inevitably follow a disput- 
ed command," says Washington, '<are too ob\ious 
and alarming to admit a moment's delaj  in your de- 
cision thereupon ; and althougl~ 1 clo not presume toad- 
vise ie a matter, now, of this delicacg, yet as it ap- 
pears evident that the northern army lias retreated to 
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Grown Point, and mean to act upon thedefensive only, 
I cannot help giving it as my opinion that one of the 
two Major Generals of that quarter would be more use- 
fully employed here, or in the flying camp, than there : 
for it becomes my duty to observe that if another ex- 
perienced officer is taken from hence in order to com- 
mand the flying camp, your grand army will be entire- 
l y  stripped of Generals who have seen service, heing 
in a manner already destitute of such. M y  duties on 
this account ; the appointment of General Whitcomb to 
the Eastern regiments,-a conviction in my own breast 
that no troops will be sent toBoston, and the certainty 
of a number coming to this place, occasioned my post- 
poning, from time to time, sencling any general officer 
from hence to the Eastwarcl heretofore; and now I 
shall wait the sentiments of Congress relative to the 
five regiments in Massachusetts Bay, before I do any 
thing in this matter.'' 

T h e  despatch then concludes with a remark on 
some new arrangements in the hospital department, no 
further material at this time, than as they show his 
anxiety to create a proper dependance in the subordi- 
nate officers of that department upon some one person. 
This had not been done and it was an evil which, dn- 
ring an after campaign, acquired such an alarming in- 
fluence upon the affairs of the army, as to expose them 
to absolute destruction. T h e  scrutiny, experience, 
and sagacity of Washington saw these defects at an 
early period, but the men to whom he appealed could 
only be taught by experience. 

T h e  plain, business character of ~ u c h  letters as tbe 
preceding is an abundant source of the most satisfac- 
tory information. They are the history of the times. 
I t  is true they might be abridged ; perhaps amended- 
for they were written Ly a soldier who would have 



strangely mistaken the glory of his profession, if he 
had stooped to write elegantly. some repetitions 
were necessary ; the business upon which he wrote 
was of a nature that led him directly to the point-in 
the most urgent manner. But, nevertheless, they are 
records, and should be faithfully preserved in all their 
minuteness, and with all their redundancies. By these 
documents alone can justice be done to him, or to the 
enemy ; they are the key to the whole system of mea- 
sures pursued by both. 
' I t  is too late to reconcile aud explain apparent con- 

t~adictions and mistakes in policy after that policy has 
Been matured, expanded, and innumerable circum- ' 

stances, unknown by the opposite party at the time, 
have been successively developed by history. Great 
schemes are not to be judged of by their result. What 
at that time, under all circumstances, of flying ru- 
mours, and contradictory reports, attended with eve- 
ry degree of aggravation and misrepresentation which 
is so natural in seasons of alarm, was the measure of 
profound and discriminating sagacity, will frequently 
appear in the eyes of those who areno longer disturb- 
ed or terrified, as n precipitate or unjustifiable step. 
The conduct of the British or American commanders 
can only be judged of, by their supposed information 
af the forces and designs of each other at the time, not 
from recent events and clisclomres. I t  was undoubt- 
edly common with both commanders to hear magnified 
nccounts of the preparations made by each other. T o  
do justice to those who have been busy in scenes of 
commotion, their feelings and situation must be enter- 
ed into; after circumstances and relations mustbe for- 
gotten. T o  enable those who have an interest in the 
character of bhe soldiers and statesmen of the revola- 



tion, and wish for the vindication of their wisdom and 
consistency, to make that vindication themselve.~, such 
letter as will be occasionally introduced at this pe- \ 

r i d  of the history, will be the most effectual means 
They will explain every thing. 

Were the feeling of the writer alone, to be consult- 
ed in a work of this nature, he would, perhaps, avoid 
all these minute and circumstantial details, which tend 
to narrow the broad and expansive views of the un- 
derstanding. I n  the revolution of empires, it may be ' 

thought that the common fluctuations of opinion ought 
not to be remembered-but the latter are the symp- 
toms of that convulsion which produces the former. 

A History of the American Revolution shnuld be 
written for the table, not for the shelf. The  opinions 
and designs of such a man as George Washington, 
during a period like the Revolution of these states, 
however expressed, must be interesting long after the 
language of the historian, who would reject their aid, 
has been forgotten. If labour were to be spared, or 
a popular reputation to be gained, no author would 
descend to the humble drudgery of copying the lan- 
guage of another; when all he could hope for would 
be the praise of a faithful machine-and when such a 
procedure is adopted, it should be ascribed, in charity, 
to a sense of duty, or to some other motive as worthy. 
N o  other explanation will be given for any future 
introduction of such materials. 

Great respect was always paid in Congress to the 
suggestions of the commander in chief. This letter 
produced a series of resolutious for raisilig a regiment 
from the troops who had served in Canada ; for an 
immediate supply of ship carpenters to be employed 
by Gen. Schuyler in building vessels for the defence 

VOL. I. w 
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bf the lakes and for marching cektain bodies of tho 
Pennsylvania militia to Trenton and Urunswick, in 
New-Jersey, there to continue in service until a fljihg 
camp of ten thousand men were collected to relieve 
them ; and to be taken into continental pay, mith the 
same pay as the regulars. Purthet provision was 
also hade  fur the defence of Geor~ia,  by two battalioh 
of riflemen and infantry; four gallies, and two com- 
pauies of artillery to garrison the forts at Savannah 
and sunbury; aud Washington waq empowered tb 
order three regiments from Massacl~usetts Bay, for 
tho defcnce of 'l'icondoroga, to be replaced by h i -  
litia. 

By tEe orderly books of the commandcr in chief at 
this period, it appears that he was in daily expectation 
of tin attack. Great strictness of discipline was cn- 
jontd and to be in constant readiness for the reception of 
the enemy, was insisted upon with great minuteness. 
T h e  licentiousness of men but newly accustorncd to 
the life of a solclicr and the duties of a camp, was 
frequently animadverted upon with the attention ofo~lc 
who was constantly upon the watch. By ileverters 
fiom the enemy's fleet, it appeared that the united force 
on Staten Island, was about ten thousand men, and 
Lord Howe was hourly expected~vith a powerful flect 
and fifteen or twknty tllousand troops in addition. 

A great activity, proportioned to the threatening 
aspect of the times was discoverable in the movements 
of all the Colonies ; resolutions were passed in Ma- 
ryland, to raise three thousand four hundred men for 
the flxing camp ; the new levies from Counectirut were 
hourly arriving. At the same time, an object of great 
anxiety to Washington, was, in some measure, effect- 
ed ; the powers of the Commissluy Ocuetal were cx- 



tended ; r further reidorcement of troops w q  to be 
sent t i  TicoaJemga from Massach~setts ; an attempt 
was made to reconcile the relative duties of Generals 
Gates and Schuyler; while, tl~roughout the country, 
from the mpet important operations of Congress, to the 
resolutions of the smallest bssemMies, associations, 
and clubsz there vas  a general upapimity, tliough pot 
obtrusive or clamowus. State c~nstitutions were 
agree4 upon in several of the Colpnieg, and officers 
chosen. 

Small circumstances tend most conclvsiyely to sbow 
the date of publick feeling. On great occasions the 
populace have tbeir leaders. I t  is only on smaller sub- 
jects, when they act by themselves, that their true 
dispositions can be seen. On the ninth of July, a lead- 
en equestrian statue of GeorgeIII. .was tumhled from 
its pedestal, beheaded wit11 great formality in New- 
York; and sentenced to be run into bullets. This is 
one among many occurrences at that period, tending 
to show that even in times of the greatest publick re- 
joicing (for this was wben the proclamation of inde- 
pendence was read to the troops in New-York,) the 
attention of all ranks was still rivetted upon the proba- 
ble consequences of the late proceedings. Wliile shout- 
ing for independence the very populace were pwpar- 
ing for battle. 

The mutilation of this statue, which followed tlie 
transports of the people, was reprehended by the Com- 
mander in Qie f  in his orders of tbe succeeding clay, 
and the troops were forbidden to mingle iq: such 
scenes. 

The delegates Born the several Colonies were now 
conti~ually epcouraged and exhorted to persist in the 
course they had chosen. Resolutions were passctl in 
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the state Assemblies expressive of their hearty con; 
cnrrence in the measures of Congress, and an univer- 
sal enthusiasm was awakened in a population, who 
but a few months or even weeks before, would have 
shuddered at the idea of a total separation from Great 
Britain. As the hour of trial approached, Washing- 
ton strove to impress his soldiers with a lofty sense of 

, the importance of the cause in which they had em- 
barked. N o  means could be b t t e r  calculated to pro- 
duce this effect than those which he adopted. He  en- 
deavoured to awaken a religious fewour in their 
hearts : and could they have been fully inspired with 
that kind of 'confidence in Heaven which animated his 
bosom, they would have been invincible. Congress 
had just allied a Chaplain to each regiment, and in his 
orders of the 9th of July; communicating the Declr- 
ration'of Independence to his troops, he directs the - 
appointment of Chaplains accordingly : 

6' Persons of good character and exemplary lives : 
commanding offcers to see that all inferiour officew 
and ~oldiers pay tliem a suitable respect, and attend 
carefully upon religious exercises. T h e  blessings and 
protection of Heaven arc at all times necessary, but 
especially so in times of publick distress and danger. 
T h e  General hopes and trusts that every officer and 
man will endeavour to live and act as becomes a Chris- 
tian soldier, defending the dearest rights and liberties 
of his country." 

T h e  declaration liad been proclaimed on the eiglith 
at Philadelphia, amid the loudest acclamations, and 
ou the ninth, as directed in these orders, it was read 
at the head of e ~ c l i  brigade of the continental army, 
at New-York, and received with tke gredest entbusi- 
asm. 
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T h e  peculiar character of the times and the natural 
anxiety of Washington respecting the issue cannot be 
understoocl, otherwise than by a frequent recurrence 
to his own letters, and that too, under a full conside- 
ration of his character. When Washington saw dan- 
ger and dificulty, they must have had existence. Thc 
immoveable serenity of liin temper, and the scope of 
his designs were not to be disturbed by the common 
rumours or appreliensions of the day ; yet there was 
enough to shake even liis mind in t l ~ c  hostile prepara- 
tions of the enemy. But a subject which will excite. 
more and more admiration of his character, the better 
i t  is understood, is the wonderful clearness with which 
he foresaw the designs of that enemy, and the preci- 
sion with which he foretold his movements. His let- 
ters, with his conjectures and anticipations at the time, 
would require but very immateri J alterations to be a 
faithful history of the views, force, and instructions of 
,Sir William Howe. They are more like records of 
the past, than predictions of the future. 

The  following extracts are from aletter bearing date . 
July 10, 1m6, dated at New-York, and directed to 
the President of Congress. 

'6 I perceive that Congress have been employed in 
deliberating on measures of the most interestiag na- 
ture. I t  is certain that it is not with us to determine, 
in many instances, what consequences will flow from 
our councils ; but yet it behoves us to adopt such, as 
under the ssOiles of a gracious and divine Providence, 
will be most likely to promote our happiness. I trust 
the late decisive part they have taken is cakulated for 
that end and will secure us that freedom and those 
privileges, which have been and are refused us, con- 
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trary to the voice of nature and the Qritish constitu- 
tion" 

' 6  Agreeably to the request of Congress, I caused 
T h e  Declaration'' to be read before all the army an-  

cler my immediate command, and have the pleasure to 
inform them, that the measure seemed to have ;heir 
most hearty assent,-the expressions, and behaviour, 
both of officers and men, testifying their warmest ap- 
probation of it. I have transmitted a copy to Gene- 
ral Ward, of Boston, requesting him to have it pro- 
claimed to the continental troops in that department. 

'6 I t  is wit11 great pleasure that 1 hear that the mi- 
li tia from Maryland, the Delaware government, and 
Pennsylvania will be in motion every day to form the 
flying camp. I t  is of great importance and shall be 
accomplished with all possible despatch. T h e  readi- 
ness and alacrity with wliicll the Committee of Penn- 
~ylvania and the other conferees have acted in order to 
forward the associated militia of that state to the Jer- 
seys for service, till tlic me11 to compose the flying 
camp arrive, strongly evidence tlieir regard to the 
common cause, and that nothins on their part will be 
wanting to suwort it. I hope, and I doubt not,-that 
the rtssociatecl militia, impressed with the expediency 
of tlie mensure, will immediately carry it into esecu- 
tion, and furnish in $his instance, a proof of the con- 
tinuance of that zeal which l~as so eminently marked 
their conduct. I have directed the commissary to make 
tlie liecessary provision for tlieir receptiop, who will 
also supply the army for the flyingcamp with rations, 
till a proper officer be appointed to command it.'' 

Ue tbcn proceeds, in detailing a compliance with ccr- 
tain resolutions of Congress, to inform them that he 
had ordercd adclitional troops to Ticonderoga ; express- 



es great adxietj. to have every inkoad f ~ o m  that quar- 
ter, strictly gtiarded against, and thinks the gallies 
andagondolas, with the aid bf the carpenters in build- 
ing and repairing other vessels will be sufflcicot to I 

heet every exigehcy. 
66 I llave requested Governour Clark," he continues, 

lt if the duck mentioned it1 Mr. Greene'a letter is pro- 
per for tents, to have it pade  up as early as possible 
and forwardecl here. I have also desired him to send 
the flints and small arms, as I have General Ward, 
those of the latter that were taken out of the Scotch 
transports-our deficiency in the necessary articles 
beihg still great." 

And tlien, after a series of ohscrvations showing 
how minute and incessant must have been his atten- 
tion to the most trivial matters, he proceeds. 

6iThe Cofinecticut militia begin'to come in, but 
from evkry acco~~rit the battalion will be very incom- 
~ l e t e ,  owing, they say, to the busy season of the year. 
'I'lle gover~lment, lest any inconvenience miglit result 
from their militia not being here in time, ordered their 
regiments of light horse to my  assistance, part of which 
have arrived. But not having the means to support 
them (and if it could be done, the expense would be 
enormous,) I liave thanked the gentlemen for their 
zeal and the attachment they have manifested upon 
this O C C ~ S ~ O ~ ,  and informed them that I cannot consent 
to their keeping their horses,-at the same t h e  ~visll- 
ing them to stay themselves. I am told they, or a part 
of them mean to do so." 

"The intelligence we liave from a few deserters that 
have come over to us, and from others, is that General 
Howe has bet\vcen uiiie and ten tliousnlld men, who 
are chicfly lnncicd on the island, posted in different 
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' parts, an'd- securing the several communications from 
the Jerseys with small works ancl entrenchments, to 
prevent our people from paying them a visit ; that the 
islanders have all joiped them, seem well clisposed to  
favour their cause, and have agreed to take up arms 
in their behalf. They look for Admiral Howe's ar- 
rival with his fleet and a large reinforcement; are in 
high spirits, talk confidently of success, and talk of 
carrying all before t h e 4  when he comes. I trust 
through divine favour and our own exertions they will 
be disappointed in their views; and at all events any 
advantages they may gain will cost them very dear. If 
our troops will behave well (which I hope will be the 
case, having every thing to conteud for that freemen 
hold dear) they will have to wade through much blood 
and slaughter before they can carry any of our works, 
if they carry them at all,-and at best be in posses- 
sion of a melancholy and mournful victory. May the 
sacredness of our cause, inspire our soldiery with sen- 
timents of heroism, aud lead them to the performance 

. of the noblest exploits." 
What would au European captain think, if, \,.hen 

called to the colllmaud of an army on which the salva- 
ti011 of a whole country depended, illstead of marshall- 
ing liis soldiers for the conflict, distributing his orders 
with a confidence of seeiug them strictly and speedily 
executed, however dangerous or difficult, and being 
always left to act at his own discretion, he were fet- 
tered iu a commaud like that of Washington-entan- 
gled iu all the intricate duties, in all the subordinate 
clepcndencies of the military system ; to provide and 
contract for tent equipage, gnn ilints, and innumera- 
ble other articles of *iluilar importance ; and all this, 
with tm authority, rather less absoluteovcr his army, 
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in its operations, than a platoon o1l3cer has ovep hie 
men-and, finally, to be made responsible for the euc. 
cess of a cause which might not be decided during the 
same juncture in which it had arisen, when the ex. 
pense of supporting two regiments of horse cswlJ not 
be endured. 

The  requisites for the common soldier were to be 
found all over the country ; for littIe education, and lees 
of that romantick fervour, which is the life and spirit 
of an officer, are necessary in the ranks. Tho yeo- 
manry were a vigorous race, enured to hardship, and 
from the nature of their employment, peculiarly fitted 
for some of the wost laborious parts of a soldier% du- 
ty. They were accustomed to the use of the rifle, and 
many of them had hunted the I~lrlian in hie haunts5 
they were unequalled too, as General Burgoyne once 
said in his despatches, in the use of the spade and oth, 
er entrenching tools5 and to complete their charac- 
ter, those at least of the New England States, were 

. pretty well informed on all subjects in which informa- 
tion would be useful to them, and uniformly educated 
with strict notions of religion. I t  is diflcult for such 
men to be broken down to the formal drudgery of camp 
or garrison duty. They are easily led into battle, 
and easily continued in active warfare ; for, unlike the 
natives of wmmer climates they are not readily excit- 
ed, nor readily quieted. The battle of Breed's Hill 
was a fair example of what might be expected from 
such men ; but even they, with a11 their ardour and re- 
solution, could longer support amuse which required 
a similar conflict at every little interval, than the wea- 
risome mutine of camp duty ; privatiom and restraints 
of a nature, more irritating for their very insign%- 
mnm, as there would have been no virtue in ene re ,  

VOL. I. 48 
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no heroick fortitude insubruitting to them. Amid such 
scenes, the only enthusiasm that men of cold blood, 
strong minds, and sound constitutional courage, ever 
experience, is soon dissipated or worn away. There 
is no opportunity for the active virtues to be seen, and 
few men of vigorous minds, free thoughts, or cultiva- 
ted understandings, ever become remarkable for pas- 
sive endurance, submission to calamity, fortitude and 
the other negative qualities of inferiour minds. All 
opportunity for distinction is lost in the crowd of or- 
dinary men \vho have not sinew enough to throw off 
the burden that keeps them idle. An army composed 
of such materials as this under Washington, at the 
Declaration of Independence, are less to be depended 
upon within their cump, ot even within their entretch- 

1 ments, if exposed to the regular approaches of a be- 
seiging foe, and not called upon to resist an assault, 
than when in the open field, opposed to artillery, ca- 
valry or even the bayonet. T h e  most effective men 
in an army, calculated to achieve a speedy indepen- 
dence for a country, are those who suffer most from 
confinen~ent. T h e  spirit that is most on fire for action, 
and most terrible in battle, can least brook inactivity 
and restraint. 

These reflections so naturally obtrude themselves 
upon the mind that they may be supposed to have been 
familiar with the leaders of the American army at 
the time and, in some measure to account for the im- 
patience sometimes manifested by Washington, to 
employ his troops in active service, when it appeared 
peculiarly hazardous. His habits of caution were 
sometimee influenced by the consideration that all eyes 
were turned upon him; bht that cautidn when it yield- 
ed, was overcome not by such reflections, but by a 
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knolvleclge of the character of the men he commanded. 
I t  was often less dangerous to invite, or even to cn- 
gage in battle, than to continue in suspense. His in- 
tention to remain in the lines on Long Island, when 
he expected the enemy to storm them, is an example 
of this kind. I t  occurred at a period when his force 
mas greatly overrated, and when the whole popula- 
tion of the conntry were awaitingin breathless anxiety, 
some gallant exploit which would annimate the sol- 
diers, inspirit the friends of independence, give all 
ranks a confidence in the leader of the army, and if 
not appal or dishearten the enemy, at least teach him 
respect for his foes. 

T h e  affairs of Congress at this period continued to 
increase in dignity and interest. T h e  surrender at the 
Cedars had never q p e d  satisfactory to the public. 
An inquiry was commencecl on the 10th of July, in 
Congress. 

T h e  chief object of which, after satisfying the pab- 
lick mint1 respecting the surrender, was the vigorous 
~ssertiog of the lex talionis, as will appear by the fol- 
lowing resolutions : 

Hesolved, That  all acts contrary to good faith, the 
laws of nature, or the customs of civilized nations done 
by the offlcers or soldiers of his Britannic Majesty, 
or by foreigners or savages taken into his service, are 
to be considered, as done by his orders, unless indem- 
nification be made in cases which admit inrlernniff- 
cation, and in all other cases unless immediate and 
effective measures be taken by him or by his of8cera 
for brioking to condign punishment the authors, abet- 
tors and perpetrators of the act." 

66 That  the plundering the baggage of the garrison 
i t  the cedars, stripping them of their clothes, and de- 
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livering them into the hands of savages, was a breach 
of the capitulation on the part of the enemy, for which 
indemnification ought to be demanded." 

66That the murder of the prisoners df war was a 
gross and inhuman violation of the laws of nature and 
nations ; that condign punishment shall be inilicted 
on the authors, abettors and perpetrators of the same ; 
knd that, for this purpose, it be required that they be 
delivered into our hands." 

6' That  the agreement entefed into by general Ar- 
hold, was ti mere sponsion on his part ; he not being 
invested with powers for the disposal of prisoners not 
in his possession, nor under his direction ; and that, 
therefore, it is subject to be ratiflecl or annulled a t  the 
discretion of this house." 

66 Tha t  the shameful surreniler of the post at the 
cedsrs is chargeable on the commanding officer; that 
such other of the prisoners as were thenjhere shewed 
a willingness and desire to fight the enemy; and that 
major Sherbume and his forces taken with him, ' 

though their inferiority of numbers was great, fought 
the enemy bravely for a considerable time, and sur- 
reddered at laet, but on absolute necessity ; on which 
conaidekation, and on which alone, it is resolved, that 
the said sponsion be ratified, and thet an equal num- 
ber of captives from the enemy, of the same rank and 
tohdition be returned to them, as stipulatddby the said 
~pohsion~" 

66 That  previous to the delivery of the prisoners to 
be  turned on our part, the British commander in Ca- 
hada be required to deliver into our hands, the au- 
tbors, abettors and perpetrators of this horrid murder 
committed on the prisoners, to suffer such punishment 
tls their crime deserves ; and also to make indemoil- 
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cation for t%e plunder taken at the cedars, contrary to 
the faith of the capitulation; and that, until such de- 
livery and indemnification be made, the said prison- 
ers be not delivered." 

66 That if the enemy shall commit any further vio- 
lences, by putting to death, torturing, or otherwise 
ill treating the prisoners retained by them, or any of 
their hostages put into their hands, recourse be had to 
~etdiation, as the sole means of stopping the progress 
of human butchery; and that punishments of the 
same kind and degree be inflicted on an equal num- 
ber of the captives from them in our possession, till 
they shail be taught to respect the violated rights 
of nations." 

These resolutions were too hastily adopted. The 
, 

facts alledged were never clearly established, and the 
ill treatment of the prisoners was utterly denied 
by some of the American oficers themselves, who 
were taken at the cedars. The  refusal to ratify the 
cartel made by @en. Arnold, was hot only mortify- 
ing in the extreme to himself, but to other American 
officers, and particularly to the commander in chief, 
who remonstrated with Congress on the subject. But 
they were inflexible. I t  was afterwards the subject 
of a reproach from Sir William Howe, which stung 
Washington to the quick. 

These resolntiions, with letters to Oenerals Bur- 
goyne and Howe, were immediately transmitted to 
Washington, by him to be forwarded ss addressed. , 
The following are his remarks in reply. 6' The  in- 
human treatment of the whole, and murder of part of 
our people, after the surrender and capitulation, was 
certainly a flagrant violation of that faith which ought 
to be held sacred by all civilizecl nations and found- 
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ecl in the most savage harbaritics. I t  h i ~ h l y  cleserved 
the severest reprobation, and I trust tllc spirited mea- 
sures Congress have atloptetl upon the occasion, will 
prevent the likc in future, but if they shoultl not, and  
the clai'ms of humanity are disre~artletl, justice ant1 
policy mill require recourse to bc hat1 to the law of 
retaliation; howcver abhorrent and disagreeable to our 
natures in cases of tort~lre and capital punishment." 

Such doctrines as the above, sanctioncd by such ve- 
ncratccl authority, deserve to be narrowly scrutiniz- 
ed : if they be not, the plain dictates of common sense, 
to say nothing of humanity, but making the whole a 
question of expediency, are in danger of being over- 
borne by the accumulating weight of names and pre- 
cedents. I t  is even time that the right of retaliation 
should be seriously questioned, and it is doubtful if 
even its policy has been. T h e  custom was first in- 
troduced by barbarians, and it has been received ra- 
ther as a law, against which, it were idle to reason, 
than as a practice, which at every repetition would re- 
quire new arguments to justify it. 

Every hour is of importance in checking the en- 
croachments of usage. What  may not, now, be quite 
irresistible or overwhelming, soon may become so, 
if suffered to roll onward, with accelerateil velocity 
and a weight constantly encreasing from the ruins 
it hat11 gathered in its progress, till the limits and 
land marks of national policy are ;wept away.- 
If it be not already too late to check the progress of 

, such devastations, it soon may be, and it is the duty 
of those who are spectators of the ruins, to oppose 
themselves as a barrier to its course, till all hope is 
lost, whatcvcr may be the consequence. 



This was one of those opi~lions which, gatliering 
strength as it has descended, has become, if not abso- 
lutely irresistible, at least so formidable as to require 
the nlost desperate efforts to check its progress. 

T h e  question will be but briefly examined here ; 
some hints may be offered, which, if sanctioned by 
these who are accustomed to the consideration of such 
subjectu, may lead to further investigations of more 
utility. 

T h e  system of exact retaliation, so freqaently pro- 
posed in critical, conjunctures, is, unquestionably, 
whatever else may be said of it, one of the most des- 
perate measures of warfare. I t  is the last resort, and 
dangerous as desperate. I n  the first place, it is im- . 

possible to carry it into execution, even when strictly 
just. I n  the second place, if it were administered 
with exact retribution, it would never produce the 
contemplated effect. In the resolutions above, for 
example, Congress resolved to inflict pouishments 
and tortures on the enemy, of the same kind and de- 
gree, which the continental soldiers received from the 
hands of their captors. Would it be possible to do 
this ? certainly not. No executioners of such n judg- 
ment would be found among common men, and most 
certainly not among soldiers. Where should Con- 
gress look for a number o t  men capable of mangling, 
torturing and scalping prisoners in retaliation ? Sure- 
ly  not among those who profess an abhorrence of such 
attrocities. But if such men could be found, who are to 
be the spectators? Such retributionis not to fallin secre- 
cy and silence, for if it were, the sole purpose of the,act 
would be completely frustrated. I t  should be done in 
publick, with every circumstance of horror, faithfully 
and minutely reiterated, and whence should the pub- 
lic be collected? And even admittting it were practi- 
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cable to repeat, in cold blood, all the agonizipg cruel- 
lies upon prisoners, which are thus denounced, what 
would be the cerbin effect on the natures of all who 
could enjoy such a vengeance ?-who could even wit- 
ness it, but by compulsion? At best it is a fearful 
threat, but being to be uttered, it should be utter- 
ed with' the deepest deliberation, with a full know- 
ledge and certainty of the existence of those cruel- 
ties which it would thus avenge, and under an 
expectation of the most terrible consequences. I t  is 
true that it is rather used as a threat, to terrify, than 
as a sentence to be exocubed. But a magnanimous and 
great spirit will never utter a threat until it has weigh- 
ed all the consequences, measured all its powers, and 
calculated solemnly on the worst alternative, with a 
full determination of performing all it had threatened. 
How cautious then, should be the assembled mapan- 
imity and greatness of a whole nation, in uttering a 
denunciation, which cannot, from the nature of things, 
be ever fulfilled. Legislative bodies, like individuals 
are subject to passions, often troubled with a false 
pride, and having uttered an intemperate threat, 
they dare not retract-cannot submit to humilia- 
tion, and act as if all their dignity and might were 
pledged to a persistence in errour. I t  is mortifying 
to be driven back from an eminence we have volun- 
tarily chosen, to retreat by compulsion, the path that 
we have once trodden in dedance or vengeance. And 
hence nations have advanced, step by step, to the sanc- 
tion of butcheries, at the contemplation of which their 
wcestors would have shuddered, and which their 
future historian dare not record, or if he does, ascribo 
khe whole to a species of national madness, which is 
not to be accoupted for. 
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What would be thought of a people, pround of their 
. 

refinement, boastful of their humanity, appearing as 
the champions of the violated rights of their species, 
who should requite on women and on infants, the hor- 
rible cruelties which savages, no matter under whit 
leaders, civilized or not, had perpetrated on their pri- 
soners, the wives and children of thona who had thus 
resorted to retaliation ? And is there, in reality, a dif- 
ference between such a retribution and that which is 
meditated or inflicted on defenceless prisoners i These 
prisoners may have been taken in arms, but does that 
create a difference, when the law by which tbey suf- 
fer has been published after their arms are taken from 
them? When this judgement of retaliation falls upon 
prisoners, it is generally upon those who were ignor- 
ant of the law, captured before it existed, and already 
in the power of their judges ; not on men who have gone 
into battle with a full knowledge of what they had to 
fear; for then there might be some colour of justice, 
and he who would suffer himself to be taken alive, 
knowing for what he was reserved, might have little 
reason to complain of his tortures. But to the unhap- 
py man, who, when he was subdued by a gallant ene- 
my, believes the hour of his danger already passed, 
the law of retaliation is the most cruel illjustice. T h e  
former would fight to the last gasp, without lifting his 
hands for mercy ; and, perhaps, the latter has yielded 
when not quite overcome. 

Were this law of retaliation to be fairly incorpora- 
ted in the code of national law, published to the sol- 
diers who enlist, after the tirst act of repotted cruelty 
by either party, no prisoners would be taken,-and 
none ought to be taken. I t  would be equivalent to a 

VOC. I. , 419 
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denial of quarter in battle. Every war, therefore, 
would be a war of extermination. 

But such intelligence is not communicated to the 
foldiers ; they are kept ignorant of the terms upon 
which their life is staked ;-the full danger of their 
situation is reserved for that hour when the guard 
houses and hospitals of both parties in the conflict, an: 
crowded with prisoners ;-prisoners who threw down 
their arms, as they supposed, to soldiers, not to exe- 
cutioners or murderers ; prisoners who have surren- 
dered under a promise of safety and protection, and 
who afterwards, under a plea of retaliation, are to be 
butchered in cold blood. 

I t  is true that history furnishes very few examples 
of such a threat being carried into vigorous execution. 
One party or the other always recedes. But how hu- 
miliating to the national character is the ahaudonment 
of a purpose deliberately avowed. This is a dega- 
dation which is not seen, until it is too late, and 
then the result of such high-handed national bravado is 
either cruelty or weakness. All who have had the' 
misfortune to participate in the measure, are reduced 
to the dternativa of acting without humanity or with- 
out spirit. 

All circumstances considered, therefore, this system 
of retaliation may be regarded as the most dangerous, 
if not the most unjust and impolitick measure ever de- 
vised for the protection of national rights, or the pun- 
ishment of national outrage. 

If, as certainly has been the case, the excesses of 
savages are tolerated by soldiers trained in the chival- 
rous school of moden warfare ; if such atrocities are 
perpetrated in the presence of men, educated in refine- 
ment, and acquainted with the laws of humanity, the 
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question ought never to be asked whether It was by 
their permission-it ~ ~ o u l ~ l  be an idle queation, a11d 
could always be evaded, but let such persona hava a 
mark set upon them for vengeance-collect the troope, 
and then let it be distinctly understood, that no quar- 
ter was ever to be given to tbem. Thus the retribu- 
tion would fall where it should, and when it should, 
in battle. Such barbarities would soon ceame. White 
men would soon learn that they must be prevented at 
all hazards. And the red men would soon feel that 
mercy to prisoners is mercy to themselveo. 

The common plea of thoee whites, who have led 
Indians into battle, and etood calmly by in witneau of 
their massacma ; or held, after the suirender of a gal- 
lant foe, the very men to whoee safety they had juot 
pledged their faith as Indiane, sad the character of 
their country for honourable warfare, plundered und 
butchered by a part of their own forcer, is thio, and 
it is one that no soldier should be sudeted to urge, 
d l  less a commander, and under m y  other circum- 
stances neither would dare to urge it, thnt they could 
not prevent it. 

Thkt m Enropein dcer,  regularly trrjPed a d  
with rqplar forces, should not be able to r e s h i n  the 
~ ~ e e s  of a band of 6av.ep% weuisd with re- 
-t 6 h , 1 g k f ,  rn to forded hie defeocelew primma, 
~ ~ ~ e h a I 3 j l l s t p ~ p r o t e d i o n , i e t e o c b r s P e -  
f d r ~ t o b e k t e l r e d t o  with p+tierrce. I f i t  be 
-why &any prapoeitions, why prapooe*-- 
fafien? U b e r o l ~  r';s- ~ h b ~ ~ f o i C ; h t  
on 4 to rice p~gbnttbeL#Otleforbiede-ty; 
jfk &@ ts his o w p a u e e w d ~ o t p u n i e L e &  
outirl #Q, he d 4  at lead, inei u p  OP- . . rPd give PO propiees. Brrt 



even tben, if he conld eet prdect his prisoeers b m  
pi- and m&, he s h l d  be respomibk in bis 
rmrn person tbr +U the comeqoeaces ; for wh y trast 
h i d  with a force he could not c m h d  ? wby ga ta 
b d e  with a band who k w w  ao law, d sabutit to 
m coastmint. If he k d  them to bettk, knowing u 
be mast. t h t  they ue not bouad by the laws af war, 
and r r i l I ~ o t ~ t h t m , b e c a n a d b c d h e d ,  if the 
result be cabtitam, to appeal to thaee h a s  for Lio 
eun pmktitm. He Bss ve-y withdrawn hh- 
s e l f f x m ~ ~ ~ , d ~ r e s n m e ~ . t d i s  
scntia. Be Bas avowed himself an eatlaw, and 
caaaa< k tried by tbe r q d d o m  d s o c k q -  

IW this is aerer trim. Tbrw never was a  ti.M h 
white ~ M i e r s .  with bayonets, might not have pvemt-  
et? tBei mdassoc iz tesh  thepi-er- 
d+acrs. Tho a a l p p d t h a a m h e g i ~ a r  
kid errn  be received of such imbility, shod4  be 
t L e ~ e k Y e ~ o f t l n k & r d o f c f t r y w h i t e Y e l -  
 he^ ~ w d p v e s a c h ~ ,  
M else would or ~hoald, a d  such a d d  Be 
tbt p d  that mem w d  leave te d e e m  thtir 
memurips. A soldier. who felt tht dory d his p m -  
kh. weoh4 perish for a pcbmcr, as he wat1d k 
a wumaa or a chil9. 

Itisuftvnhmd that thevery rearborllegc their 
want d power tn re3train the savgcts, can do it ss fkr 
astheiruwnprpcsarebebeobtnined. Ktgxk- 
t i e r a  exchanyex capitulatioas, rad cartels m e e -  

d into wiChQnt inbmpClon fiwm tk savages; get tky 
ca~lrot be made tocempreheaathememsdydr km- 
pocrrry &be- hr the security 4 thek prey; if 
t b q  can. they may be taught ail the rehemem& d 
mpidba Taeyuetd~ruiedbytatirPerrrd 
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if they may be withheld a single hour, they may be 
forever. 

I n  truth, it will be found safer to declare boldly, if 
such outrages are repeated that, in battle no quarter 
will be given to white or red men who have ever been 
guilty of such cruelties. I t  would be better to wage 
a war of extermination against them; but let it be a 
war,-let the retaliation be inflicted in battle, on men 
with arms in their hands, and not in cold blood, upon 
defenceless prisoners. 

But, to return to the operations of Congress and the 
states :-the greatest activity continued to prevail in 
all directions ; applications were constantly present- 
ed to Congress relative to the war, by the several Co- 
lonies, each unimportant in itself, but collectively prov- 
ing how well the  evil^ of a protracted contest with a 
powerful enemy were foreseen and how anxiously 
they were provided for. T h e  forts at the mouths of 
Wheeling and the great Kenhaway, and one at Pitts- 
burg, with their garrisons were in the continental pos- 
session : new regulations were made respecting the 
priaoners in the different states, and particularly in 
Yhiladelpliia ; where a conspiracy had lately been 
discoverecl : and, among other things of an interest- 
ing and curious nature, there was an investigation of 
certain claims made by an individual, to the oface of 
Commander in Chief of the dmerican armies. 

This penon, wliose name was McPherson, address- 
ed a letter to Congress, alledging that in return for an 
important secret communicated to Messrs. Randolph, 
Hopkins and Rutledge of that body, they had promie- 
ed him the appointment of General in Chief. After 4 

solemn investigation of the claims of this man, no proof 
appearing in support of his allegations, and one of the 
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members not recollecting any such promise, it was 
4' Resolved, that the application and request of one 
McPherson is unreasonable." 

There is, it must be acknowledged, something of 
the ludicrous, in anecdotes of this nature, not exactly 
suited to the gravity of History :-but  the^ shew ne- 
vertheless, the peculiarities of the age. This  Mr. 
McPherson was neither a madman nor a fool, or Con- 
gress would have paid no attention to his claim. They 
would have resolved that he was non corny08 mentis, 
rather than '6 unreasonable :" I t  must therefore be con- 
sidered as a sober application, by a man in his sen- 
ses, for the dangerous and responsible post in the ap- 
pointment of the confederacy, which admitting the 
truth of his statement, had heen promised to him by 
three individuals, and which, when bestowed upon an- 
other, was only the subject of a letter to Dongres.e- 
instead of convulsion to the whole country by a rival 
faction. When was there ever seen such harmless 
ambition! And if the statement of the promise be un- 
true, it shews, still more forcibly, the ground on which 
pretensions to the highest rank were most confidently 
erected. A secret had been communicated to a Com- . 
mittee of Congress, and the rank of Commander in  
Chief of the American armies was expected as acom- 
pensation for the disclosure. 

Years before this transaction, at the time of tile ex- 
pedition against Louisburg, many facts of a similar 
nature occurred. A soldier told his comrade, in a mo- 
ment of confidence, amid all the bustle of preparation, 
when it may be supposed that every man must have 
had his attention fastened on the chief consequences 
of success or defeat, so far as they respected himself, 
that he had provided I h e l f  with two shirts, one of . 
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them ru$ed, as he had good reason to expect the of- 
fice of Governour in the captured city. The  man was, 
probably, the neighbour of his commanding officer. 

Trifling as such occurrences may seem they shew, 
more than others of greater magnitude, the real views 
and opinions of the multitude. 

The  weather was now becoming extremely sultry 
and oppressive : and the constitutione as well as spirito 
of men accustomed to a life of rugged activity in the 
country, are never in such danger of a disheartening 
lassitude which takes away all energy from charac- 
ter, and all nerve from adventure, as when cooped up 
in their entrenchments, and subjected to the lazy rou- 
tine of parading, marching, cooking and sleeping, du- 
ring the summer season, in the neighbourhood of a 
crowded population. I t  required great firmness, con- 
stantly operating, and unwearied attention to the nice- 
ties of subordinate command, in Washington, to coun- 
teract this influence of the climate on a body of newly 
raised levies. Their natural impatience under restraint 
was not to be subdued ; their neglect of the multitude 
of the common duties of their situatiou, respecting 
cleanliness, food, appearance and subordination, was 
not to be reformed by any but the chief authority- 
And the duties of Washington, at best, sufficiently irk- 
some as a leader of such forces, if they were properly 
oficered, became abundantly more so from their defi- 
cienoy in that respect, and the eularged scope of his 
designs must have been perpetually subject to the con- 
tracting influences of trivial and tiresome detail. There 
are few minds qualified for great undertakings, which 
are capable of descending to the multiplicity of infe- 
nour affairs, however necessarily forming a part of 
the m@cent whole. But thedaily ordersof Wash. 
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ington are of a nature to prove that he was one of 
those few. 

After the resolves of Congress authorizing the Com- 
mander in Chief to order the two remaining regiments 
of Continental troops at Massachusetts Bay, to the 
northern department, or whither he thought fit, he 

. held a council of ofEcers, and their opinion being 
that no attempt would be made upon Massachusetts 
by the enemy, he oruered them to New York. Propo- 
sitions had also been made to tho Indians in confor- 
mity to his wishes, and in a letter of July 9th, he ex- 
presses some anxiety that they should be engaged for 
two or three years-even on the terms of the regular 
troops. 

T h e  Connecticut light horse, of which he had pre- 
viously epoken, arrived before the date of this letter, 
to the number of five or six hundred, but being unwil- 
ling to send back their horses, they were distributed a- 
round the country, and volunteered to act.as occasion 
might require. After speaking in terms of considerable 
warmth of their zeal, he very cautiously and distant- 
ly  insinuates a wish that the expense of half a dollar 
a week each, which was thus incurred by the owner 
of each horse, should be paid by government : for even 
this was a matter of much moment at the time, and 
he had no powers to guarantee an indemnity for such 
advances. 

Much anxiety and apprehension still existed among 
the northern frontier inhabitants of New-York, re- 
spedting their defence against the Indians. T h e  re- 
treat of the northern army had thrown open all the 
back settlements to their merciless incursions. 

As another evidence of the colpplicated value of 
his duties, and the extreme deficiency of the army iu 
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some of their most essential parts, at a time when the 
enemy were close at hand, an extract from one of his 
despatches of the 9th of July, is here made. 

'6 As I am truly sensible the time of Congress iu 
much taken up with a variety of important matters, it 
is with unwillingness and pain I ever repeat a re- 
quest after having once made it : but as the establish- 
ing of some office for auditing accounts is a matter of 
exceeding importance to the publick interest, I would 
beg leave to call the attention of Congress to an ap- 
pointment competent to the purpose. Two motives in- 
duce me to urge the matter ; first, a conviction of the 
utility of the measure ; secondly, that I may stand ex- 
culpated, if hereafter it should appear that money has 
been improperly expended, andnecessaries for the ar- 
my obtained upon unreasonable terms. 

(6 For me, whose time is employed from the hour of 
my rising till Igo  to bed again, to go into the examina- 
tion of the accounts of such an army as this with any 
degree of precision and exactness,. without neglecting 
other matters of equal importance, is utterly impracti- 
cable. All that I have been able to do, (and that, in 
fact, was doing nothing,) was, when the Commissary, 
and Quarter Master, and Director General of the Hos- 
pital, (for it is t. them the great advances must be 
made,) applied for warrants,-to make them at times 
produce the general account of their expenditures. 
Bat this answers no valuable purpose. I t  is the rui- 
nutiae that must be gone into,-the propriety of each 
charge be examined,-the vouchers looked into ;- 
and with respect to the Commissary General, his 
victualling returns and expenditures of provisions 
should be compared with his purchases ; otherwise, 
a person in this department if he was inclined to I I ~  

YOL. I. 50 
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knavish, might purchase large quantities with tha 
publick money, and sell one half again for private 
emolument, and yet his accounts upon paper would 
appear fair, and be supported with vouchers for every 
charge. 

6' I do not urge tbat matter from a suspicion of any 
unfair prwtices in either of the departments before 
mentioned ; and sorry should I be if this construction 
was put upon it, baving a high opinion of the honour 
and integrity of these gentlemen. But there should,. 
neyertheless, be some controul as well upon their dis- 
cretion m hoeeaty ;-to which may be added that a- 
counts become perplexed and confused by long stand- 
ing, and the errQurs therein not so discoverable as if 
they underwept an early revision and examination. 
I am well apprised that a treasury office of acceunts 
has bee11 resolved upon, and an Auditor General for 
settling all publick accounts : but, with all deference 
and submission to the opinion of Congress, these insti- 
tutions are not calculated to prevent the inconvenien- 
cies I have mentioned ; nor can they be competent to 
the purpose, circumstauced as they aye." 

The same letter communicates information of an at- 
tempt made by the enemy, which was afterward5 eflect- 
ed, topass three ships of war up the North River. This 
had been a subject of constant anxiety to Washing- 
ton. The great importance of the posts in the high- 
lands was always the object of his solicitude : and 
every movement of the enemy threatening, howe~er 
remotely, these keys to the wealth and security of the 
back country, was immediately communicated to Con- 
gress, and met by some counteracting movement so far 
as it was practicable. 
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The public spirit manifested by the better class d 

P eople, of whom this regiment of light horse which had 
ately arrived in camp was formed, at such a critical 

moment was not to be overlooked by the Commander 
in Chief, and ought never to be forgotten. I t  is true 
that these very men soon became dissatisfied and re- 
turned to their homes, bat there were some reasons, 
which were thought sufficient with many at the time, 
for their return. Great heal is always contagiou. ; 
but that of the better part of the people, who have pro- 
perty and reputaticn at stake, is infinitely more RO 

than that of persons in more obscure and dependent 
circurinstances. Something too may be gained from a 
paragraph in the preceding despatch, where he speaks 
of employing the Indians for two or three years, un- 
less sooner discharged, to prove that even Washington 
himself, with all his wisdom, foresight and providence 
for the worst, did not imagine the war would last one 
third so long ss it did. But two or three years were 
the utmost extent of his calculations at this time. 

On the 12th of this month, General Sullivan was suc- 
ceeded by General Gates in thecommand of the north- 
em army. A return of the troops serving in Canada 
under the former, was then made, and it was found 
that they amounted to seven thousand and six men. 
The whole loss sustained at Quebec, T h r e e  Rivers, 
the Cedars, and during the retreat from Canada, in- 
cluding deaths and desertions, from the 1st of April, 
exceeded fire thousand men, and the= were three 
ihonmnd, beside these, on the hospital list. At the de- 
parture of General Sullivan, his officers preseuted an 
dectionate addres~, which, if such testimonial- are 
now to be relied on, appeared to have been dictPtea 
by sinceri1~- and mcpect : they ascribed the drrtiop 
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of tlie army, and all tlie comforts of the sick to his en- 
deavours. 

T h e  preparations of the enemy for passing up the 
Sortli River being completed, and the wind and tida 
being in their fdvour, two of tlieir ships with their ten- 
ders on tbe Igth, were seen standing up for the city. 
As they fell abreast of Ked Hook, that battery open- 
ed upon them, and 811 the other batteries for three 
miles in soccession, until they bad entirely passed tlie 
~-eac!l of their shot. T l ~ e  ships kept up a warm but 
ineffectual fire in return. They were hulled by seve- 

. ~ a l  shot from the batteries. Six men were killed at 
one of tlie batteries by carelessly working a gun. 

General MiWin, as the squadron passed  mount 
Washington, twelve miles up the river, sent a heavy 
fire into them, but with what effect could not be de- 
termined ; they evidently sustained no imporbnt da- 
mage, ae their course was not retarded and noconfu- 
sion wm observed. T h e  object of this expedition was 
to intercept the communication between the main ar- 
my at New-York, and t l ~ e  northern army. 
~i r dispatch of the same date, Washington men- 

tions the arrival of several ships, and among othe.rs, 
one witli a St. George's flag at lier foretop-mast-head, 
wl~icli was received witli a general salute. These cir- 
cumstances led him to believe that Admiral Howe had 
been joined by liis brother Sir William, and conse- 
qnentlythrat tbc operations of the campaign were about 
to open. 

Articles of confederation were reported in Congress 
on the same day. Only eighty copies were printed, 
with such secrecy that tlie printer was put under oath 
not to betray their contents, directly or indirectly, and 
no member was permitted to lend his copy to any 
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other person under any pretence. This was a step so 
teeming with consequences, that every precaution 
would have been necessary at any time, but particu- 
larly at this, when tlie enemy was hourly expected to 
confirm the disaffected and disturb the wavering. 

On the morning of the thirteenth, an order, from 
which tlie following extract is taken, was issued It 
will senTe to sllow the singular state of insubordina- 
tion in tbe camps even at this late hour, after such 
unremitted toil and attention to reduce the troops into 
something like military dependence. 

6' The general wrlssorry to observe yesterday, that 
many of their officers and a number of men, instead 
of attending to their duty at the beat of drum, contin- 
ued along the banks of tlie North River, gazing at tho 
ships. Such unsolclierlike conduct must grieve every 
good officer, and give the enemy a mean opinion of 
the army; as nothing shows the brave and good sol- 
dier more than in case of alarm, cooly and calmly re- 
pairing to his post and there waiting his orders; 
whereas a weak curiosity at such a time makes a man 
look mean ancl contemptible." 

Among the necessities of the army, there was none 
more felt, or fur the supply of which more strenuous 
exertions were mncle, than that of lead, windows were 
stripped, and this material wherever found, and in 
whatever shape, was regarded aa a lawful prize to 
tlie troops. After this movement of the enemy's ships, 
the accelerated operations of Congress were a proof to 
the publick mind, that their national guardians were 
qualified to meet with correspondent activity, the nt- 
most efforts of their enemy. All was hustle and pre- 
paration ; even troops were ordered to the flying camp, 
the British prisoners in Philadelphia, were directed to 



be immediately removed to the interiour ; yet even in 
this necessary provision for the public security, the ten- 
derness of men to tbe inoffensive and unfortunate was 
aos t  conspicuous ; the wives and children of these 
prisonen were permitted to remain till a more favour- 
able season for removal. A corps of artificers was or- 
dered to Lord Stirling's brigade, and an immediate 
report of all the daily accessions to the army, was in- 
siisted on with the nttnost strictness, and every order 
of the conlmander in chief was filled with repetition of 
former ones, for the advantage of the troops rvho were 
constantly arriving, and ahsolutely ignorant of the 
most ardinwy and important regulations of camp 
duty. 

fmmcdiately after the arrival of Admiral Howe, 
which took place at the t ihe mentioned in Washing- 
ton's despatch, a correspolldetice was attemped to be 
opened with the American commander, in chief, in a 
manner that she~seil a less res tlic ted power than became 
evident from subsequent intercourse. At the first com- 
mencement uf the negociation, the common civilities 
of gentlemanly intercourse were denied to the rebel 
leader, as Washington was called. Thi.3 must have 
been a matter of great moment, if any judgement can 
be found from the earnestness with which a Britislr 
Admiral and a British general persisted in giving the 
title of general, to George Washington. They had 
their instructions on the silbject unquestionably. T o  
aclmowletlge him as a general, was equivalent to ac- 
knowledging €he powers of Congress, and consequent- 
ly ecluivale~~t to an admission that they were not au 
assembly of rebels, the mere ring leaders of a formi- 
dable insurrection. This  point, therefore, must have 
been important; yet this point was reTinquished in a suc- 
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ceeding negaciation. T h e  co~clusios then which this 
and some other facts of the same nature, will autho- 
rize, seems tobe this, that tlie British conlmissioners 
were to grant all, but an explicit acknowledgment of 
American Independence, but so togrant it, that it might 
be confirmed vr not by the sanctian of Nogalty. 

Tlle late movement of the enemj's ships up the 
North river, wllich might be by having troops con- 

' eealed on board to seize tbe passes in the higlilauds, 
was to he counteracted as soon as their purpose be- 
came apparent. Washington, therefore, as so011 as 

. they had passed the batteuies, despatched expresses 
to Senera1 Clinton of Ulster, a r~d  the Committee of 
safety for Duclless County, to be vigilabt in provid- 
ing against an attempt of tliia kincl, and the command- 
ing officers of the two most important garrisons, to be 
pa~ticularly on thuir guard against asudden movement 
of the disaffected, which at this period was much to be 
apprehended. They might assemble on tlie approach 
of the vessels and surprize the garrisons by land, 
while the enemy approached by water. Tbese direc- 
tions +ere promptly complied \vitl: ; the garrisons were 

- watchful, the militia assc?rublcd, and a small party of 
the eaemy, in two or tlll.ce boats, were repulsed in 
an attempt to approacli the shore. 

Under date of July 14th) llre follow iug particu- 
lars of the first attempt at negociation on the part of 
Lord Howe, among other tliirbgs of a less interesting 
nature, are related. 

'6 About three o?clock, this afternoon, I was iofor- 
med that a flag from Lord Howc was con:ingup, and 
waited \vith two of our whaleboats until cliractions 
shoulcl be given. I immediately convenecl such of the 
general officers ac; were not npon otlier duty? who a- 
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greed in opinion, that I ought not-to receive any let- 
ter directed to me as a private gentlenun, bnt if other- 
wise, 0- desired to come & to deliver the 
letter himself, as was suggested, he should come un- 
dtr  a safe conduct. Upon this I directed Colonel Reed 
to go down and manrge the aibirs under the &re 
general instmctions. 

66 On his return, be informed me that, afier the com- 
mon civilities, the ot8cer acquainted him that he had 
aletter from Lord Howe, to Mr. Washington, which 
he shewed under a wparscription to LL George lSr.sh- 
ha+, Esq." Col. Reed replied that then w a ~  no 
such person in the -army, and that a letter intended 
for the general, could not be received under such r 
direction. The oikers expressed p t  con- 
it was a letter rather of a civil than a milituy nature 
--that Lord Howe regretted he had not arrived4hat 
he, Lord Howe, bad great powers, kc. The d e t y  
to have the letter received was very evident, thoo,oh 
the ot8cers disclaimed dl howledge of its contents.- 
However, Colonel Reed's instructions being positive, 
they parted. After they had got some distance, the 
ofecar with the ilag a g g  put abont, and asked under 
what directicwr,Mr. Washington c b e e  to be addressed - 
--to which Colonel Reed answered, his s t a h a  was 
well known, and that certainly, they could not be at 
a loss to direct to him. T h e  o h r s  said they knew 
it, and lamented it, mtl again repeated his wish h t  
the letter c d d  be received. Colonel &ed bid him, 
a Proper direction w d d  obviate all -ties, and 
that this W a s  no new matter, this subjnt brio; been 
fully in the course of the last year, of which 
Lord aowe cwld not be igoonnr. 
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66 1 would not upon any occasion, sacrifice essentials 
to punctilio, but in this instance, the opinion of others 
concurring with my own, I deemed it a duty to my 
country and my appointment, to insist upon that res- 
pect, which, in any other than a publick view, I would 
willingly have received-nor do I doubt, but from the 
supposed nature of the message, and the anxiety ex- 
pressed, they will either repeat their flag or fall upon 
some mode to communicate the imports or contents 
of it." - 

On the sixteenth, a further attempt was made to 
communicate with the American commander, by means 
of aletter directed to '6 George fihingtrm, E8q. 4c. 
gc. 8Jc." which was also rejected. No other course 
was left, however anxious Washington might have 
been for an adjustment of the differences, such triiling 
as this could not have been tolerated. I t  became an 
object of importance to the Americans themselves, 
from the manner in which they seemed to be regarded 
by the British. Besides, the former had determined on 
Independence, and it was certain that no satisfactory 
propositions could be made in a despatch where the 
acknowledgment of their highest military oacers was 
denied. The  negotiators who would refuse to call 
Washington a general, would not be likely to acknow- 
ledge the American people as a free nation. Such 
letters, therefore, were justly regarded as a species of 
political legerdemain ; or tricks to he played off with 
the greatest solemnity, only to conceal their real de- 
signs. If this were really important, Washington 
justly concluded that this trivial impediment would 
soon be removed by the commissioners themselves. 

Congress were immediately informed of this second 
attempt, and forthwith passed a resolution, which was 

VOL. I. 6 1 
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judiciously calculated to quiet all suspicion of inter- 
course between the enemy and general Washington, 
merely as a private gentleman. They forbade any 
officer of the army, to receive any letters from the ene-. 
my, unless addressed to him in his official capacity. 

I n  this renewal of the attempt, there was a relaxa- 
tion of etiquette which to the plain republicans of the 
time, was a matter of infinite ridicule. The first had 
been sent by a Lieutenant of the Eagle ; the second 
by Adjutant (fenera1 Patterson, who was admitted to 
the presence of Washington without the customary 
precautions of blindfolding. The et ceterau, notwith- 
standing all that could be urged by the messenger, 
who, duping the whole conference, continuecl to ad- 
dress the Commander in Chief .by the title of Excel- 
lency, were not considered sufficiently explicit. 661t is 
true," said the General, '6 these et c d m s  imply eve- 

- ry thing : but it is no less true that they imply any 
thing." Complaints were made by both parties re- 
specting treatment of prisoners. The  Adjutant predg- 
ed his honour that the prisoners in Boston, so far as 
it was practicable, had k e n  treated with the greatest 
humanity and indulgence. H e  observed, also, in the 
course of the interview, that the commissions were en- 
trusted with great powers ; to which, Washington re- 
plied, 6' Their powera are only to pardon. They, who 
have committed no fault, want no pardon. The  Ame- 
ricans are only defending what they consider their in- 
dimputable rights." And thus ended the conference, 
leaving an impression on the minds of the British, high- 
ly advantageous to the republican inflexibility of the - 
Americans. Soon after this a letter properly address- 
ed, on the subject of prisoners, was sent and receiv- 
ed. 
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During these transactions, and while Lord Howe 
was making his pacific overtures, he sent a dechri- 
tion on shore at Amboy, accompanied with a circular 
to the late royal Governours, directing the most exten- 
sive circulation of his proposals. So soon as them . 
papers were received by .Washington, they were trans- 
mitted to Congress, and were immediately ordered 
by that body, with a magnanimity that did them the 
greatest honour, to be publisl~ed in every newspaper 
in the country. 

Among these letters was one for Doctor Franklin, 
from Lord Howe, which, it was resolved at the same 
time by Congrees, he should be at liberty to answer. 

About this time, a series of resolutions were re- 
ceived in Congress from the New-York convention, 
expressing in animated language their devotion to the 
great cause, and proving their activity in providing 
any means of resistance to the eucroachmenh of the 
enemy. The publick feeling was at the higheot de- 
gree of tension-every eye was turned upon Mew- 
Pork. There it was expected, if not the fate of the 
whole country, the fate of Washington and his whole 
army was speedily to be determined. Troops were 
hourly coming in from a11 quarters. 

T h e  operations of the British were yet delayed'in 
expectation of further reinforcements, and the Ameri- 
cans were thus, providentially, enabled to strengthen 
their position and prepare for more formidable efforts. 
The entrance of the New-York harbour had been for- 
tified, eo as to obstruct the approach d shipping, and - 
as the , m e d  expectatioae were dimcted towards 
Long Island, for the oornmencemallt of the campaiga, 
the Americans threw up a line of entremhmels and 
rdonbts on the side d the i s b d  next the city, with 
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the hope of deterring general Howe from gaicing the 
heights, which would have led, necessary and' spee- 
dily to the command of the city. The command of 
these works was entrusted to General Qreene, one of 
the best soldiers and commanders in America, and af- 
terwards of the most essential service to the cause of 
the revolution ; a man who united to a sort of Spartan 
energy, the open frank temper of a republican farmer, 
and the generous devotion of a great mind to a fa- 
vourite cause. He was indefatigable in his prepara- 
tions, and soon prepared, frem his intimate acquain- 
tance, with all the approaches to the heights he would 
secure, for meeting the enemy at any hour and at 
every point. 

The  small squadron about whose movements such 
anxiety was still entertained, hat1 passed up the Hud- 
son about twenty five miles, and taken a station oppo- 
site Lanytown. 

On the seventeenth, the following letter was des- 
patched by the commander in chief to Congress, brief- 
ly glaucing at the renewal of Lord Howe's negocia- 
tion; the various movements of the troops, and pre- 
paring further means for security as they occurred to 
him in the gradual developement of the enemy's de- 
~ign.  It will be seen that the band of Connecticut 
light horse had thought fit, notwithstanding all their 
devotion to the causeof their country, to claim certain 
immunities which could not be granted, and the gen- 
tlemen were therefore discharged. Washington want- 
ed soldiers, not gentlemen. 

I perceive the means Congress have taken to ex- 
pedite the raising of the flying camp, and providing it 
with articles of the greatest use. You will see by a 
postscript to my letter of the fourteenth, that I wrote 
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to the cornmanning officer of the Pennsylvania militia, 
ordering them to be marched from Trenton, to Amboy, 

+ as their remaining there could not answer the least 
possible good; for, having consulted with sundry gen- 
tlemen, I was informed, if the enemy mean to direct 
their views towards Pennsylvania, or to penetrate the 
Jerseys, their route will be from near Amboy, and 
either by way of Brunswick or Boundhook-the low- 
er road from South Amboy being a woody, sandy 
country. Besides, they will be able to throw in suc- 
cour here and receive it when in cases of emergency. 

<( The  Connecticut light horse, mentioned in my let- 
ter of the eleventh, notwithstanding their promise to 
continue here for the defence of this place, are dis- 
charged,, and about to return home, having perempto- 
rily refused all kinds of duty, or even to mount guard, 
claiming an exemption as troopers. Though their as- 
sistance is much needed, and might be of essential 
service in case of an attack, on their application and 
claim of such indulgence, to discharge them ; as grant- 
ing it to them would set an example to others, and 
might have many ill consequences. The number in- 
cluded in the last return, by this is lessened about flve 
hundred!" 

~ i t h ? n  €hie deapptch were some letters from general 
Schayler, respecting the affairs of the northern army, 
upon whicll, after some remarks, he proceeds thus : 
' 6  I cannot express surprise at the scarcity of provi- 
sions, which General Schuyler mentions, after what 
the Commissary assured me, and which formed a part 
of my letter of the fourteenth. He still assures me of 
the same. This is a distressing circumstance (as every 
article of provirion and every thing necessary for that 
department, can have no other, now, than aland wnvey- 
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ance ; the water communication from hence to Albany 
being entirely cut off." 

After mentioning a proportion for raising six compa- 
nies of the inhabitants about the lakes to protect the 
frontier from the Indians, which had become a matter 
of much importance, he continues : 

66 The  retreat from Crown Point, seems to be conri- 
dered in opposite views by the general and field om- 
cem. The former, I am satisfied, have weighed the 
matter well, and yet, the rensons assigned by the lat- 
ter against it appear strong and forcible." 

The ships and tenders had now advrmced about for- 
ty miles up the liver, and were sounding with their 
boats, a circumstance which indicated a perseverance 
in their course towards the Highlands. A party again 
attempted to land, but were-prevented by a party of 
militia hastily collected. 

On the evacuation of Crown Point, m event so on- 
expected as to agitate the whole country he expresser 
himself farther, in a despatch of the nineteenth. (6 I 
confess the determination of the council of general ofll- 
a r s  on the seventh, to retreat from Crown Point, sur- 
prised me much, end the more I consider it, the mom 
striking does the impropriety appenr. The reasons 
assigned by the field officers in their remonstance, coin- 
cide greatly with my own ideas, and those of the 
other general oBcers, I have had an opportunity of 
consulting with, and seem to be of considerable weight, 
I may add conclusive. I am not so fully acquainted 
with the geography of that country, and the sitoation 
of the different posts, as to pronounce a peremptory 
judgment upon the matter : but if my ideas are right, 
the possession of Grown Point ia essential to give UE 
the superiority and mastery on the lake. 
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64 That the enemy will possess it as soon as aban- 

doned by us, there can be no doubt ; and if they do, 
whatever galleys or force we keep on the lake will be 
unquestionably in their rear. How they can be mp- 
ported there, or what success can be drawn from them 
there, is beyond my comprehension. Perhaps it is 
only meant that they shall be employed in the com- 
munication between that and Ticonderoga. I f  this ie 
the case, I fear the views of Congress will not be an- 
sweredj nor the salutary effecb be derived from them 
that were intended. 

46 I have mentioned my surprise to General Schuy- 
ler and would, by the advice of my general officer8 
here, have directed that that post should be maintain- 
ed, had it not been for two causes-an apprehension 
that the works have been destroyed, and that, if the 
army should be ordered to Ticonderoga, or the point 
opposite to it, (where I suppwe they are) to repossess 
it, they wonld have neither one place nor another in 
a defensible state : the other, lest it might encrease 
the jealouoy and diversity of opinions, which seem al- 
ready tm prevalent in that army, and establish a pw- 
mdent for the iuferiour ofacers to set up their judg- 
ments whenever they would, in oppoeition to those 
of their superiours, a matter of great delicacy, and 
that might lead to fatal consequences, if countenanced ; 
though in the present instance, Icould wish their rea- 
soning had prevailed. 

6' If the army has not removed, what I have said f6 
General Shuyler, may perbaps, bring in a reconside- 
ration of the matter, and it may not be too late to take 
memutee for marching that post." 

Thie despatch then concludes with a notice of the 
route he had appointed for three Massachusetts regi- 
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ments to join the northern army, which had been to 
march to Norwich, and thence embark for Albany ; 
which would enable them to succour the main army, 
if necessary, in their route. But this order he observes, 
he had just countermanded, on account of the inter- 
ruption given by the enemy's ascent of the North Ri- 
ver, and adds "If Congress disapprove the routes, or 
wish to give any orders about them, you will please 
to notify me thereof, that I may take measures accord- 
ingly. 

Nothing can more fairly show the painful state of 
Bependance, in which the commander in chief was kept 
by the extreme jealousy of our republican forefathers, 
than this singular fact. -Measures had been taken to 
obtain succours from a remote province, and the ge- 
neral after directing the line of march, finds all his 
places liable to be disordered by a parliamentary vote 
on the important question of this route. '6 Enclosed," 
he continues, and this meagre state of the publick finan- 
ces, at the commencement of such a struggle as this, 
speaks volumes as to the state of preparation and re- 
sources of the country, " Enclosed 1 have the honour 
to transmit you copies of a letter and sundry resolu- 
tions, which I received yesterday, from the conven- 
tion of this state. By these you will perceive they 
have been acting on matters of great importance, and 
are exerting themselves in the most vigorous manner 
to defeat the wicked designs of the enemy, and such 
disaffected persons as may incline to assist and facili- 
tate their views. I n  compliance with their request, 
and on account of the scarcity of money for carrying 
their designs into execution, I have agreed to lend them 
out of the small stock now on hand, (not more than 
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sixty thousand dollars,) twenty thousand dollars, in 
part of wl~at,they want. 

These, after some few remarks, ancl some of them 
appear in the painful light of excuses for such a step, 
he concludes in the following words. "1 hope my con- 
duct in this instance will not be disapproved." 

Sixty thousand dollars only in the military chest at 
such a moment; and the commander in chief of an 
army raised by thirteen provinces, who had begun 
a war with the most powerful nation in the world, 
anxiously excusing himself for having appropriated 
twenty thousand dollars on his own 1-esponsibility ! 
" I enclosed Governor Trumbull, a copy of their 

letter," he continues, "and of their several resolutions 
to-day,"-" but did not think myself at libarty to urge 
or request his interest in forming a camp of six thou- 
sand men, as tho levies directed by Congresg to be 
furnished by the third of June, for the defence of this 
place, by that gover~lment, are but little more than 
one third come in. -4t the same time, the proposition 
I think is a good one, if it is carried into execution. 
In case tho enemy should attempt a landing about 
Kingsbridge, and to cut off the communication be- 
tween this city and the country, an army to hang on 
their rear would distress them exceedingly." 

Had these anticipations of Washington been realised, 
the enemy would have proved l~imself a better gene- 
ral, and tho American commander would have escap- 
ed abundance of unmerited censure, for having suf- 
fered his troops on Long Island, to be surrounded by 
a powerful fleet, and beaten in detail. T h e  military 
reputation of Glen. Howe, led his adversary to calai- 
late on a co~lrsc of conclnct very different from that 
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which was frequentlg p~~rsacd .  I t  is nercr sale to cal- 
c111nte oa the I~lunclers, or omi%nictns of an enen~y. 

Had Sir William Uowe passed up tlre North River, 
the iiractical~ility of wllicll movement was dcmo~lstrat- 
ed' ly  tlrc, pnssage of two hcnvj  ships, it ltas hcen sincc 
tholrglrt, that Ile woultl have rctluced \Vasl~ington to 
the nccesfiiiy offlghing him on sowe of the contnrand- 
ing po~itions, wit11 \i l~iclr t!lc countiy ahuuds,  under 
great tlisaclvnubgos; corripdlccl him to n sudtlen evn- 
cl~ation of the city of Nc;v-Yol.k, prolvuhly \vi:b tlio 
loss of all his heavy artillery aud rrliiitilry stores, or n 
bt~rl~ncler for \V:III t of ~)roviuion ;. 

But tlrose altcrntrtivtis were ftn-eaccn 1)) \!-aching- 
toll and, ccrnst!queotlyv, provi(I~v1 ad;iiust, ancl so far = 
the 111311 of tlckncn tlepeutlecl on thi. posecssion of 
I'olrg Isluutl, it is cxtren~clj  1)r'obal;le Iiint, lm1 Gene- 
ral Qr:.eue retailred his llcslth aucl colurua~ld at  this 
critical juuctilre ; or, 11ad his succcssour Genri-a1 Sul-  
livan, a gallant but soniebt hut imynn iilrnt officer, 
been lcss conRdrnt aud more cautions, the British 
~ o u l d  not have made the attempt at all ; or makiug 
it, \\uuld have sufl'crecl too much fur the object in 
~ i e w  ; aud the result might have bet1 totally different. 

The psition wlrs strong, ancl in the opinion of 
Washington, was capable of witbtaading an rssoult ;- 
a h o  body of troops, the largest propurtioo of-the 
aruq  were entrusted H i th  its defence. And, w t w  ith- 
stauding what maj  bc said, since tho issue H-as &sag- 
trow, tho command of the hoights, which overloek- 
cd the city was an ohject worth coaendiog for, aM1 
when it is considered that, notwitbstan&ng the rct- 

nrissncss of Colonel Jlilts. and many other circum- 
stances of a uaturc not to be provide4 against, bee- 
uot to be exl~ectcd, thu :ir~ericsn army wlls bmgbt  
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ufl ia safety after a defeat, no   mall degree of praise - 

seems justly due to tllc commanding geueml. 
The greatcst captain may be gnilty of an oversigl~t, 

'and the weakest sometimes bellare witli conduct and 
skill ; but h< cannot be a common man, he-must be a 
great one, w l~o  call avoid the conseque~~ces of such au 

- At &is time, in expectation of a movemeut ~vlricll 
IVashington was autliorized from the character of his - 

enemy to provide against, rather than ally other, the 
two regiments which had been (limited from Massa- 
cliusetts, general Ward's division, to ~iconderoga, 
were ordered thitlier on tlie most direct route, with- 
out being coantermanded by Congress. T h e  mis- 
cellaneous remonstrances and wiuhes contailled in 
tlre despatches of Washington, to Congess, con- 
sidering the tarclinesa with u l~ i ch  such bodies gene- 
rally lesislate on trifles, were assented to with unex- 
pected promptitude. But, nevertl~eless, there was a 
lamentable backwarclness to be seen in the maiutain- 
i i ~ g  of all measares tending to enlarge the powers of 
the man towlion1 they llnd entrusted theirposuessions, 
liberties and lives. 

Tlie soldiers of the present day, to whom tile con- 
ituct of a camoaigli is entrusted, with certain discre- 
tionary powers, ard armies properly provitled wilh 
commissaries, paymasters, and other indispensable ap- 
pendages, whose duties are all properly defined and- 
distinguished from that of the conmander iu chief ; 
and who find tl~eir complaints and rc~~onstrances tile 
subject of immediate attentiou and raclress, by one man 
at the head of the war department, ought lo study the 
letters of llTashington, to understancl the rnultiglicily 
of vexations wliich he had to encounter: and tile fu l l  
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~tople.  

baory;theSrdevidaaeeadgeneroascoebdc#ck 
w8~hia,g, 8.h 8ppr0Tbg hh h t o  the 
New-York convention, d h d b g  to him the tPtiR 
dispoeitioa d his traps. Thie was pd um the 
twenty second at July, md, it is not unlikely proceed- 
ed as mnch from a desire to avoid the irksome and 
perplexing duties which were eolrst.atly encreasing 
upon tbeir hands, as from conideace in him. 

On tbc twenty frd of this montb, (JIIIY,) intelli- 
gewx at Ute repulse oftbe British at Soath Cardiua, 
was received and the liveliest demoastrrrtieas d joy 
were given by a11 ranks. SncB an event at any time 
would have been a subject at great national exmltatioa, 
but happening at this moment when tht Britisb wen u- 
rayed in tbeir terroars, md tb& slangbter at BunkeJs 
HiLl had almost ceased to be regrdtd as a defe* it 
was of inBaite service in quieting the fears of tbe tiarid 
and strcngthing the resoh~tt. ~ l o t i o a a  of ~ t i o l r a l  
acknowledguent were passed, and presented to 6cn. 
Lee, and Colonels Moultrie and Thmpson, for their 
gallantry. 

The native strength of character, and noble M- 
g a d  of popular clamom, so anifimmly the distin,aiA- 
ing properties of Washington, were never more con- 
spicnms than at this period, and during the success- 
ive disasters of the army under his commmd, so k- 
mediately fonowing what was then thought m great 
Yictory. 
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C H A P T E R  XIV. 

Events q 1776 continueMecessi t ies  of the J?merican army- 
Backwardness of their supplies-State of preparation-Ordns, 
lettms, r e m a r k A t t e m p t  to entice the fmeigners from tile Bri- 
tish service.-Enterprise against the mmny's vesspls'in the .Worth , 
River.-Battle on Long Ishnd; retreat of the A ~ ~ r e r i c a n s c  
&fictions. 

T h e  concentration of the forces under Admiral and 
Sir  William Ho\ve, otftcers distinguished for their ta- 
lents and experience, was to be the signal for battle. 
That  under the immediate command of Sir Willianr, 
was to be about thirty thousand men ; sometimes it was 
less, but at one period it amounted to nearly thirty 
two thousand. These were chosen troops, well offi- 
cered ; veterans, with a fine train of artillery, and all 
the necessary appendages ?f an army in such abund- 
ance, as to present the most formidable aspect of any 
army ever before assembled at once on tlie continent 
of America. T h e  total ;mount of the various divi- 
sions,' distributed over the country for this campaign, 
by the policy of Great Britain, exceeded filly five thou- 
sand men ; supported by a powerful navy, always on 
the alert, and ready to attack every defenceless post 
from one extremity to the other of the Colonies. To  
encounter such overwhelming preparations, the Ame- 
ricans had but a temporary army, not half equal even 
in numbers to that of the enemy, undisciplined, unof- 
ficered, and unprovided even with ammunition ; and 
no navy except a few frigates, which could only act as 
privateers. On the arrival of General Howe at Sta- 
ten Island, the American army did not exceed ten 



el4 AMERICAN REVOLUTION. 

thousand men,and by the endof August, while General 
Howe had assembled at Staten Island thirty one tbou- 
sand six hundred and twenty-five men, it had been 
gradually and slowly augmented to only seventeeu 
thousmd. Of these, a great part were militia, a d  om: 
fourth part of the whole was sick. T h e  diseases to 
be expected from the crowded association of new 
troops during'the warmest seasonof the year, prevail- 
ed to an alarming extent, and was rendered still more - 

threatening and destructive from the ddciency of 
tents. 

But these few were so jadiciously distributed oa 
York Island, Long Island, Governour's Island, Pau- 
lus Hook, and in the Sound towards New Rochellr, 
&st  and West Chester, that while they were secure 
from any enkrprise against them by detachment, they 
served so completely to embarass the enemy, that he 
acted with the most exemplary caution: a cautio~l 
which, though unwilling,,was at the same time an une- 
quivocal tribute to the Americans. On the eight11 of 
August the entire force, u~ldor the commandof Wasll- 
ington, was as follows: ten tllousand, five hundred 
and fourteen fit for duty : sick present, three tliousa~~d 
and thirty nina : sick absent, six hundred and twen- 
ty nine ; on command twentg nine hundrcd and forty 
six : 011 furlough ninety seven ; Total, seventeen thou- 
sand two hundrcd and twenty five. These, it nlust be 
remembered, were raw tr&q,s, very much scattered, 
some being fifteen miles apart, and consecluently una- 
ble to unite suclclenly for dafence or attack. They 
might, from their situations, escape a superiour force, 

I but they could not resist in hope of succour. What  
should have been expected of such an army, opposed 
to such an enemy? Not to have been swept from the 
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face of the earth, by the thirty thousand veterans of Eu- 
rope, would have been the most exalted eulogium up- 
on tliem. 

Experience llad Lught the Americans how difficult 
it is to dislodge a powerful autagonist. The design 
of Sir I'Filliam Nowe had always been supposed by 
Washington, to be the possession of New York. Af- 
ter much deliberation, it was determined, as the only 
chance of preventing this, to throw up a chain of re- 

, doubts, hazard nothing, ant1 wear away the campaign 
by ineffectual skirmishing and delay. Such a sys- 
tc?m woultl accustom the new troops to stand fire ; give 
them confidence in tllcmselves and their officers; and 
gradually weaken the encmy who coultl not s ~ ~ p p l y  his 
losses, while the American army was constnntly en- 
creasing in strength, numbers, discipline and experi- 

, ence. Tlle good effects of this system was always 
cunspicuous wherever it was steadily pursued ; the men. 
in the ranks were every hour becoming better soldiers ; 
ntld their ofticers were acquiring a greater relish and 
respect for the military character and science. 

T h e  Arnericanq, from their want of experience, were 
not to be tnlstetl in the field. An entrenchment, 11ow- 
ever weak, mas regarded as a defence ; ancl the Bri- - 
tish, from their reccption at Breed's Hill, were not 
particularly anxious to inspect any of the American 
lines so cloeely, as to discover their etflciency or inef- 
ficlewy to withstand an assault. These works, which 
were thrown up at Long Islancl, at Haerlem Heights, 
and round the city, consisted of field redoubts of earth, 
with a parapet nod ditch, with batteries. Slight as 
were tbese obstacles, yet the season for the campaign 
was noarly consutnecl before they wcre so far over- 
come as to allow the enemy to penetrate the country. 
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These vast preparations for their punishment, in-' 
stead of alarming or disheartening the Americans, on- 
ly served to excite them to more vigorous counteract- 
ing exertions, and to draw them into a closer and 
stronger allinnce.. The  Colonies were but the more 
firmly united to each otlier by the pressureapplied on 
, a11 sides ; until they became, literally one body and 
one soul, feeling through all their frame alike, an iu- 
jury inflicted upon the most inconsiderable member. 
The flying camp, respecting which General Wasliing- 
ton had manifested so much anxiety, was to be com- 
posed of a kind of troops between a regular and mili- 
tia force. This camp had been completed, but the 
backwardness of the militia, relied upon for its defence, 
prcvetlted any active movement, even for defence. 

The fear of the Commander in Chief for the import- 
ant passes in the Highlands, was not yet allayed ; but 
it was not possible, under the constant expectation of 
an attaok, to spare any part of his inconsiderable force. 
Situated as he was, it wodld have been rashness to 
weaken the main army for such purposes, or to em- 
ploy any part of his command for the construction of 
works not absolutely necessary to the preservation of 
the army, one step beyond his power of suppdrting 
them in emergency. There were points to be guarded 
in every direction, each of the greatest importance, in 
the views of those who had most at risk in its vicini- 
ty, and Washington had not, by one third, troops 
enough for the defence of New York. 

Ou the %st of this month (July,) a desperate plot of 
the loyalists in the back part of New York, was dis- 
concerted by General Schuyler. The parties or ring- 
leaders were not known, as the General was bound to 
secrecy by an oath. On the RRd, the Commander of 
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each department was authorisd by Congress to ne- 
gociate an exchange of prisoners, on terms of-com- 
plete reciprocity, rank for rank; the resolutions recog- 
nizing at the same time, the right of each state to make 
its exchange on its own terms for prisoners taken or 
lost by itself. And, on the same day, it was also de- 
termined to emit five millions of dollars in bills of 
credit. 

Au irregularity in the recruiting service at this pe- 
riocl, hat1 proceeded to such an alarming length that 
it became necessary for the Commander in Chief to 
take notice of it. I t  was first the trick of some needy 
villain, with little sense of shame, but it had extend- 
ed so far as to be practised by not only the privates, 
and men who would have scorned any thing dishon- 
ourable, but even by their officers, as a justifiable 
an& profitable traffick. 

6' I t  is with great astonishment and surprise," says 
Washington, in his order of the 23d, 6' the General 
hears the soldiers enlist from one camp to another, 
and frequently receive a bounty, and that some officers 
have knowingly received such men. So glaring a 
fraud upon the publick, and injury to the yervice will 
be punished in the most exemplary manner." 

And by the following extracts from the order of the 
%th, the necessities of the army, the state of appro- 
priations, and allowance for minute expenses, with 
the scrupulous attention to economy, which was 
indispensable, will be seen in a light almost ludi- 
crous. 

6' Each Brigadier, with the Colonel and Command- 
ing Officer of the several regiments in his brigade, are 
to lueet, and estimate the quantity of paper absolutely 

- VOL. I. 53 
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necessary to serve a regiment for returns and other pub- 
lick uses for rt.month, and make a repoh." This re- 
port mas made on the 28th as required; and the 
Quarter Master was directed 66 to fwnish each regi- 
ment with twelve quires per month, in the following 
proportions, viz : one to the commanding o&er, one 
to each company-the remaining two quires to be 
kept by the Colonel as a reserve for special occasion." 

66 The general being sensitlle of the di@culties and 
expense of providing clothing of almost every- kind, 
feels an unwillingness to recommend, much more to 
order any kind of uniform ; but as it is absolutely ne- 
cessary that men should have clothes, and officers be 
decent and tight, he earnestly encourages tbe use of 
hunting shirts, &c. 

6~ No dress can be had cheaper, none more conve- 
nient, as the weather may be cool in warm weather, 
and warm in cool weather, by putting on woollen 
clothes, which will not change the outward dress, 
winter or summer. Besides which, it is a dress just- 
ly supposed to carry no small terrour in the enemy, 
who think every such person a complete marksman." 

4' Disagreeable as it is to me, and unpleasing as it 
may be to Congress to multiply officers, L findiuyse£f 
imder the unavoidable necessity of asking an increase 
of my Aides de Camp. The augmentation of my com- 
hand, the increase of my correspondence, the instruc- 
tiens to draw, cut out rhore business than I am able 
te execute in time with propriety. The business of 
so many departments centering with me, and by me 
to be banded in to C o n p s  for their information- 
added to the intercourse, I am obliged to keep up with 
the adj%ceat states, and incidental occurrences, all of 
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which require conMentia1 writers to execute, Ten- 
ders it impossible, in the present stat.  of things, 
for my family to dischasge the several duties ex- 
pected from me, with thak precision and dispatch 
that I cnald wish ; what will it be then when we come 
into a more active scene, and I am called uppa from 
twenty ditFerent places at the same instant." 

L'Congress will dome thejustice to believe, I hope, that 
it is not my inclinationor wish to run the continent into 
any unnecessary expense ; and those who better know 
me, will not suspect that show and parade can have any 
influence on my mind in this instance. A coavict.ion 
of tlie necessity of it, for the regular discharge of the 
trust reposed in me, is the governing motive for the ap- 
plication, and, as ouch is submitted to Congress."- 
His prayer was granted on the Nth, aud he was au- 
thorized to appoint another Aid de Camp 

Under date of the twenty-seventh, tbe following; re 
flections occur in one of the communications te Con- 
gress, by the commander in chief. They show the un- 
happy policy of temporizing on p e a t  occksibns. Con- 
gress, by offering a bounty disproportioned to the ser- 
vice expected from their troops, was overbid by in- 
dividual states, and the most dis~strous rivalship and 
competition was thereby in tduced.  A soldier had 
lost the fist impulse that made him shoulder his mus- 
ket, as he heard the atep of the invader, he stopped to 
bargain for his resietance; he was no longer the cham- 
pion of likrty, who accepted pay, n d  as a reward, not 
a8 6 price for his blood, but because it was abeolutely 
necessary, for his eubsistanee ; be had degenera- 
ted to a mercenary, who sdd his ewold abrl hie 
ntrength ts the highest bidder, snd thought mom of 
hie him than the cause in which he ha8 en&. 
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I t  is not to be expected, that ttiiholdier in the ranks 
should be above the passions of his nature-he is al- 
ways poor, and cannot offer in this country, when he 
has abondoned his farm or trade, to fight, like Wash- 
ington, only for reputation. He must have pay, for 
he is too poor to toil for nothing. But, it might hlrve 
been expected of the revolutionary soldiers, that all 
mercenary views were strangers to their hearts, that 
they did not fight like European bravoes, and but 
for Congress, these expectations would have been ful- 
ly realized, romantick as they may appear. 

But the Congress of the confederacy, and the Con- 
vention of the several states, persisted in treating their ' 
troops as day labouwrs, and by a continual compe- 
tition in price, wasted away, or cxpnsed to ridicule, 
that lofty enthusiasm which renders an army invinci- 
ble. Wheh a price had once been offered by Con- 
gress, and any one of the states, no matter from what 
necessity, had offered a greater one, the former should 
have spoken boldly and decidedly by its resolutions, 
and checked this invasion of its sovereignty. I t  could not 
have been more destructive to the interests of the con- 
federacy, had a power been exercised by such state in 
negotiation for a separate peace. 

The extract, also seems to he, if not the very first 
at least .one of the first indications of an expedient, 
which has since been practised with much success ; that 
of granting wild lands in bounty to the soldiers. 

After some remarks on the discouraging prospects 
of the officers in the recruiting service, he proceeds, 
" Indeed, I am fearful from the inquiries I have made, 
that their utmost exertions will be attended with but 
little success. I t  is expected that the bounty of teq 
dollmsistoo low, and argued-& If the statea furnish- 

I 
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ing men for dve or six months, allow considerably 
more, why should that be accepted, when the terms of 
it are to be for two or three years ?' I heartily wish a 
bounty in land had been or could be given, as was 
preferred some time ago. I think it would be attend- 
ed with salutary consequences." 

I n  the mean time, the militia continued to assemble 
with great reluctance ; RO late as the twenty-second of 
July, there were but three of tlie ten thousand, col- 
lected for the flying camp ; but with these Wasliing- 
ton had determined to make some blow at the enemy, 
i f  any opportunity should offer, where little would be 

- hazarded. He  waR also making arrangements for an 
attack with five ships and gallies upon the ships up 
the North River, which was afterwards attempted, 
but without success. Parties were frequently sent on 
shore after live stock, but were as often driven off, 
and on one occasion, with the loss of fifteen dead. 

An inquiry had been instituted in Congress, soon 
after the retreat of the American army froin Canada, 
into the causes thereof, and ou the thirteenth of July, 
the following report, showing reasons enough for the 
disaster, but not the whole of them, was made and ac- 
cepted. 

6' T h e  short enlistments of the continental troops in 
Canada, have been one great cause of the miscarriages 
there, by rendering unstable the number of men engaged 
in military enterprise ; by making them disorderly and 
disobedient to their officers ; and by precipitating the 
commanding ofacers into measures, which their pru- 
dence might have postponed, collld they have relied 
on a longer continuance of these troops in service." 

6' That  the want of hard money has been another 
great source of the miscarriages in Canada, render- . 
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ing the suppplies of nccessuies diilhlt md precr- 
riomr : the establishment of proper magazines abse- 
lutely i m p d c a b l g  and the pay of the troeps of little 
use to them.'' 

(6 That a still p t e r  and mare fatal 4earce of nig 
fortunes has been the prrnlemce of the small pox b 
that arw,  a great proportion thvGd has Uenb~ been 
kept d t  for dutp.P 

These were c e ~ c o a c l n s i r e  rrrseos For the era- 
cu.tion of Canadn, Bat there mere o h s  ambibd 
r itb tbese, which weald have podnced tbc same dad, 
bad mone of t h e  existed. Tbex wewe m an cacp,v's 
p v i o c b - - t h a  poplatiom rrs not te be dcpmdd 
u p ,  a pat  extent of conatry was to be e m  
r e d p o s t s t O b e ~ , o ~ ~ ~ o e l d h . ~ ~ ~ -  
d ~ f o m , r t l e n s t f o n r t i r e j i r s ~ r a r r t s . E  
b e d .  There right B.rr been bat l idc  &&dg im 
conqwtbg Canada, bat thee =odd h a ~ e  bcu  mub 
to ketp it, with the most pererhrl ur_r that mma ~ l ' e ~  

mnitcd d u h g  tk rrrelntim Tk d.tly w e  
andatborc. T b e i n ~ r f i s d r a ~ s t L e r r g ,  
unlesotkyaze s o p e a v f n l . s t a s r e r p c ~ ~  
b e f o ~ r t h t r , h d t e ~ t  t b c i r ~ t o ~ ~  
and slept lit ad^ with their arms in their Luaa 

O a t h e ~ f d m x ~ ~ t L C  
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or think myself at liberty to give any direction in the 
matter. 

'4 Congress will please to observe what he says of 
their distress for money. From hence, he can have no 
&lief, there being only about three or four tl~ousand 
dollars in the paymaster's hands, according to his re- 
turn this morning." 

This is another example of that lamentable defici- 
ency in every thing necessary for defence. Such facts 
render the battles and events of the revohtion little 
less than miraculous. How men could spill their 
blood and starve and freeze on credit, while the ci- 
ties and towns of their country were crowded with 
wealthy pebple, living comfortably, without partici- 
pating in their dattgers, or even contributing to their 
support, is a question that only the soldier of that day 
can answer. 

C( I n  my letter of the twenty-seventh" hc continues, 
(6 I informed Congress of my views and wishes to at- 
tempt something agaihst Staten Island. I am now to 
&quaint them, that by the advice of General Mercer 
and other of3cers at Amboy, it will be impracticable 
to do any thing upon a large scale, for waut of craft, 
iLnd the enemy have the entire command of the army 
all round the island." 

Under the same date, Washitlgton expresses arcs- 
pectful anxiety, thdt the Stockbridge Indians shall be 
eiuployed, and rematks that they were dissatisfied at 
not being included in the late order for enlisting their 
people, and had inquired the cause of General Put- 
Ham. 

The reasons he assigns for recommending their em- 
ployment, are such as have influenced, and probably 
determined the Americans, from that time to the ter- 
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mination of the last war with Great Britain ; that is, 
the impossibility of keeping them neutral ; the fear of 
their joining the enemy, while the customs of savage 
warfare are so repulsive to all the feelings of huma- 
nity, and pride of a soldier, that it wouldseem no pal- 
liation could be received for the crime of having sanc- 
tioned them by example. Yet it should be remember- 
ed, that when Indians have been employed by Ame- 
ricans, they have always been restrained ; no examples 
of their cruelty have occurred. They have always been 
associated with regular troops, not slipped upon their 
prey, and left to hunt it down after their own man- 
ner. And, generally, they were employed in scout- 
ing parties, where they could only murder other scoot- 
ing parties of the enemy, and when they fought, they 
fought with men. These circumstances take off all 
the horror which is felt from such alliances. Indians 
are active and serviceable when properly employed.-. 
Tiley are the best defence against Indians. Acquaint- 
ed from their birth with wiles and stratagems, they 
can trace an enemy, and tell its numbers, its footsteps, 
when the eyeof the white man cannot cliscover a trace ; 
and the moving of grass or rushes, which would be 
unregarded by a regular soldier, as the natural effect 
of winde, leads the Indian to be prepared for an am- 
bush. T h e  certainty that the Indians can be restmin- 
ed, when it is wished, reconciles the oppoeite contra- 
diction which has been so often seen between the com- 
plaints made by the Americans, that the enemy em- 
ployed savages, at the every moment that they also 
employ~d them. 

T o  return once more to the minuter &ah of the 
army, examples of insubordination and disregard of 

'r, all the rules, by which a camp is regulated, were se 
--- -\ 
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frequent at this late period-of their enlistment, that 
scarcely a day passed without a court martial on some 
offlcer, for the most extraordinary offences ; and the 
orders of every morning were a journal of offences and 
misconduct, of a nature so shocking to all the habits 
and opinions of a regular bred soldier, that he would 
be led either to doubt their history, or to believe what 
was indeed the truth, that there was never a body of 
men so difficult to be reduced to military discipline, 
and never a general who had so discouraging a task 
to perform. I t  is easier to conquer kingdoms than 
habits. A band of Germans would have been a 
phalanx of machinery, in less time than it took to 
make a platoon of Americans perform the simplest . 

evolution with precision. I t  has been said, that . 
Frederick of Prussia never required more than six 
weeks, to make solcliers of his boors ; but his boors 
were not Americans. With the power of life and death 
in the hands of every officer, from the highest to the 
lowest, miracles may be wrought in training an army ; 
but where every man is as free and as high spirited as 
his officers, whole years are wasted in teaching them 
the aspect and attitude of slaves. Freemen never make 
soldiers ; they are excellent heroes and daring lea- 
ders, but they are ]lever effectual in the ranks, till they 
have become the merest machines, or in fact slaves. 

The following act of atrocious villainy, is recorded 
as one which in the then state of society, excited more 
emotion and horrour than could be easily conceived. 
Murders were so uncommon in America, that the name 
of every criminal in the ranks, could be told by a child ; 
ancl when this took place, it seemed to tbe good peo- 
ple of the eastern states, as if this war had released 
all the obligations of society, armed every man against 
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his brother, and made every soldier ofnecessity, little I 

better than a murderer, who after the lmsiness of the 
war had declined, and his employer had no further 
occasion for his services, would be likely to take up 
tbe trade for himself. There was indeed some truth 
in these fears. There is a dreadful fascination in the 
trade of blood, and men do no not willingly abandon 
it. The  rolling of drums and the floating of banners, 
are too often regarded as a signal for the bursting asuu- 
der of all the ties of civil society, They who have 
chosen their leaders, are dependent no longer on any 
others, and the laws are safely set at defiance. But 
guch deeds as this can only be perpetrated by beings, 
who, under any government, civil or military, and in 
any state of society, from barbarity to refinement, 
would be only restrained from crime by extinction.- 
They must cease to live, or must be murderers. Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Gordon, of the British army, an excel- 
lent officer and an amiable man, while riding slowly and 
unsuspicious, though surrouncled by Indians, from St. 
Johns, to Chamblee, was shot by a Green Nountain 
boy, and robbed of his watch and sword. Some little 
etir was at i rs t  made about it, by those who had the 
power to bring the wretch to the gallows, but it was 
so languidly continued that he escaped. 

On the drat of August, au alarming spirit ofjealousy 
and recrimination appeared among the troops. The  

. whole army was divided into parties. The  southern 
and middle were arrayed against the eastern troops. 
Washington felt himself imperiously called upon to 
quell the threatening symptom. For eome weeks be- 
fore, complainte of this nature had been made, but the 
evil was not considered so extensive as it soon appeared 
tobe. I6 was ~.egcrrded rather as the natural conseqaea- 
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ces of different local habits, which would soon be 
smoothed into uniformity, than as a provincial antipa- 
thy, which was not to be conquered but by the most vi- 
gorous and severe measures. Being a matter, even 
then, of great delicacy, and not being within the reach 
of the military powers with which Washington was 
iniested ; for the mischief had not yet become turbulent 
or publick, but was to be seen working its way in si- , 
knce, into all the veins and arteries of the arhy ; he 
could not exercise his authority as ,a general ; all he 
could do was to remonstrate wit11 them like a man.- 
The influence he could have at this state of the affair, - 
was only that which proceeded from his character and 
virtues, not his rank. 

'6 I t  is with great concern," thus the order commen- 
ces, 6' The general hears that jealousies and divisions 
have arisen among the troops from the different provin- 
ces ; of reflections thrown out whichan only tend to irri- 
tate each other, and injure the noble cause in which we 
are engaged, and which we ought to support wiCh'one 
hand and one heart. The  general most earnestly en- 
treats the offlcers and solcliers to consider the conse- 
quences ; that they can in no way assist our cruel ene- 
mies more effectualy than by working a division among 
ourselves ; that the honour and success of 'the army, 
and the safety of our bleeding country, depend upon 
harmony and good agreement with each other; that 
the provinces are all united to oppose the common 
enemy, and all distinctions sink in the name of an 
,4merican. T o  make this honourable a d  preserve 
the liberty of our country, ought to be our only emu- 
lation, and he will be the best soldier and the best 
patriot who contributes most to this glorious work, 
from whatever part of the contine1:t he may coma- 
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Let all diatinctions of nations, countries and provin- 
ces be lost in the generous contest, who shall behave 
with the niost courage against the enemy, and the most j 
kindness and good humour to each other." 

The enemy were constantly receiving augmenta- 
tions, during these occurrences in the American camp, 
and on the first of August, were joined by a fleet of 

r forty sail, which was supposed to have brought the 
division of Hessians, so long expected. Every mo- 

, ment gave indications of an attack, and every moment 
but the better prepared both parties for a desperate 
struggle. The American troops were still very sick- 
ly, but were constantly receiving small reinforce- 
ments. 

Congress had already begun to rid themselves of 
many irksome duties, and either by granting a gene- 
ral extension of power to Washington, or by passing 
resolutions in particular questions as they arose, ena- 
bled him to act with more confidence and uniformity. 
He was authorized, among other things at this time, 
to employ as many of the Stockbridge Indians, as he 
thought proper. 

Such manifestations of encreasing conflclence from 
these jealous republicans, was, undoubtedly, very gra- 
tifying to the American commander, as they were the 
only evidences of n popularity which could not be dis- 
trusted ; or which tended to enlighten the perplexi- 
ties of his way. Every augmentation of his command 
necessarily made his duties lighter; caused a part of 
his responsibility to descend upon others, as he was 
permitted to constitute officers, and delegate a part of 
ilia authority ; gave the army more contldence in him ; 
rendered that extreme simplicity which had hitherto 
been so necessary, lest some part which depended on 
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the approbation of others, might not be sanctioned by 
then,, nelonger material* q v e  in short unanimity in '3 effort and achvity in execution. T h e  time that liad 
hitherto been consumed in correspondence wit11 Con- 
gress, on the expediency of measures, was now found 
more than sufficient to carry it into execution. Under 
the new arrangement, had it been perfected, au enter- 
prize might have been completed, before tr ~iational 
assembly had determined upou it. There can not be a 
greator absurdity in politicks, and it is still grenter in 
war, than to legislate on trifles; to be employed in 
framing plans that can no longer be executecl, and 
improring oppur t~~~~i t iee  which have already passed. 

T h e  loug meclitatecl attack on the vessels in the 
North River, was at leugth carried into execution.- 

01. Tupper, with a few gullies attacked them with 
great spirit, but no decisive aclvantage appeared to 
result from it, as the enemy still kept their position. 
T h e  gnllies were considerably shattered ; and the 
enemy, it was said, received several shot in t l ~ e  hull. 

On the fifth of August, the long protracted negocia- 
tion respecting prisoners was brought tu an issue.-- 
General Howe agreed to an equal exchange within the 
limits of his power. Intelligence of certain aggres- 
sions of the Portuguese being received, Washifigton 
thus expressed himself. T h e  soundness of his remarks 
will not be denied by any modern politician. 

4' Their dependence," #peaking of the Portuguese, 
'6 upon the British Crown, for aid against the Spa- 
niards, must force them to reply to any thing required 
of thcm." He  mentions the capture of several Ameri- 
cans by them, and the amouut of several American 
prizes. Much miscellaneous intelligence, of a nature 
like the preceding, which cannot be owittad, it is 
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impossible to interweare with the body of t& work, 
so as to present an uninterrupted narrative. At this 
period, until the great movements on Long Island, 
a Journal would be more interesting than a History, 
occasionally therefore, the occurrences of the day will 
be exhibited in the character of the former. 

On the fifth of August, a petition wns presented by 
Commodore Hopkins, to Congress, complaining of 
slanderous rumours respecting his late conduct, pray- 
ing a copy of the proceedings and allegations present- 
ed in that body against him, and an investigation.- 
A day was appointed for the purpose, and it was de- 
termined that he had deviated from his instructions, 
and that his excuses therefor were altogether clissa- 
tisfactory ; but the final judgment, in compliance with 
a request of the delegates from his native state, Penn- 
sylvania, was postponed from several successive days 
to the sixteenth, when a vote of censure was passed 
upon him for his misconduct, but he was retained id 
command. 

On the same day a rcso1ntion was passed, authoriz- 
ing the letters of marque and privateers, to man their 
vessels with the sailors,captured from the enemy. T h e  
policy of such a measure, deserves a serious inquiry ; 
and so fnr as morality is concerned, if such a thing be 
not too ridiculous, when spoken of in national subjects, 
it should be severely reprehended. If native sailors 
were not numerous enough to man twenty ships, let 
ten be manned without foreigners. They would be 
more efflcient. A few foreigners on board a vessel, 
are of very little use, and many are dangerous. The 
morality of the question can be settled in a word. A 
traitor is criminal, or he is not. -1f he be criminal, the 
tempter participates in his guilt ; and if he be not, ltow 
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can he be punished. The nation that tempts the sub- 
jects of another to treason, is always most severe 
agaiust her own subjects. I n  either case such a mea- 
sure is the extreme of folly, wickedness and inconsis- 
tency. 

This, among other absurdities, said to be tolerated 
by the laws of war, is one which the ablest disputants 
never attempt but by custom. There are many others, 
ancl one in which a few remarks at this time may not 
be coosidered entirely misplaced, though thanks to 
the pride and feeling of the moderns, it is now abo- 
lished in the armies of France ant1 America ; it is 
that of corporal punishnient. I t  was admitted at all 
seasons and for all offencos in the American camp. 

popular as the contest with England, forthqindepo- 
deuce of the Colonies, was at first with the American. 
soldiery, yet, as it is common with popular enthusi- 
asm, which perishes as unexpectedly as it blazes, there 
were numerous instances of desertion from the Arne- 
rican camp ; and the common punishment for those 
who were retaken, in conformity to the barbarous 
ancl wretched policy of the times, was usually a sound 
flogging. T o  accustom a soldier to this degradation, 
or even to think of it with any degree of patience is 
death to all that makes him terrible to his enemy.- 
Notwithstanding all the argumeub in its favor, ancl 
all the alleged insensibility d a man in the ranks, to 
the nobler impulses of his omcer, it is cowardice ta 
intlict a blow upon bim ; shameful to him if he bears 
it calmly, and death if he resists. 

Every man who has within him, what will qualify 
him for a soldier, should be taught to regard a blow 
m tbe last insul, one for which there is no atone- 
ment, even when not given with the common instru- 
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ment of puni~hment for a felon ; but wheh thus ad- 
ministered, it is surely, the consummation of indigni- 
ty. If  a deserter be taken, it would be magnanimity to 
bayonet him on the spot. Do this-let him be put to 
death, but not dishonourerl. Break not his spirit with 
a load that no time, no conduct, no rank and no reputa- 
tion can ever lighten. Place not upon the fame of 
him who has worn the armour and fought the battles 
of his country, the everlasting braucl of servitude. I t  
is said that a capital punishment for such offences, is 
forbidden by humanity. Humanity ! a soldier who 
might still be a hero, though he had deserted once ; 
who might live to redeem himself from his own re- 
proaches, who might live and die like a soldier, if he 
were permitted, is stripped before his comrades and 
lashed by a scounclrel drummer, like the vilest malefac- 
tor. Every soldier in America at such an hour should be 
taught tocry out like the Roman, who was scourged, I 
am an Ainerican ! Let a soldier be hardened for the 
conflict-let him be taught to meet death with com- 
passion aud to endure torture without shrinking, but 
let him nut be thus disciplined at the halberds. He 
only learns to outface infamy there-to (lie with his 
ignominy gnawing upon his vitals, and preventing 
him from ever being a man again ; or it hardens him 
for a desperate revenge. 

Fortunately for the pride of a soldier in America, 
at this day, that brutal outrage upon all the feelings 
of manhood, has been stign~atized as it deserved-and 
the consequence has been that in the American armies, 
a'soldier has nothing worse than death to apprehend 
for any crime-but the sailor is still unprotected. The 
men who have dona more than all .others to give a 
name a i d  a rank to their country, who have gone d o n  
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to the p a t  deep and battled with its monarchs, are 
still left to be scourged at the gangway, before the very 
men who have just seen them directing their guns, and 
heard their cheerings, amid the thunders of the bat- 
tle. The  practice is a national reproach, and if con- 
tinued, the pride of the seaman will be extinct-the 
glories of his country mill be quenched forever ; but 
enougb-the movements of the army now require a 
share of attention. 

A great delay in the appointment of general officers 
had taken place; and there was still a great deficiency 
in this essential part of the army. This delny had 
been caused by the difficulty of selection. '6 This ar- 
my," g.9.s ~ash ing tonp in  renewing his application on 
the subject on the seventh of August, 6' though by far 
short yet of the numbers intended by Congress, is by 
much toounwieldy for the command of any one man, 
without several major-generals to assist ;" and after 
some observations upon their duties m d  usefulness, 
he continues, 66 at present, there is but one major-ge- . neral for this whole department, and the flying camp ; 
whereas, at this place alone, less than three cannot dis- 
charge their duties with regulsrity." 

Mary serious and delicate questions had arisen re- 
specting the mode of appointment, and Washington 
thus expresses his sentiments on the subject. (6 T o  
make brigadiers of the oldest (folonels would be the 
most unexceptionable way, but it is much to be quos- 
tioned, whether by that mode, the ablest men would 
be appointed to office. And 1 would observe, though 
the rank of the Colonels of the eastern governments 
was settled at Cambridge, last year, it only respected 
themselves, and is still open as to the officers of other 
governments. Topick a Colonel here and a Colonel 
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there, through the army, according to the opinion of 
their abilities, wmld, no doubt, be the means of mak- 
ing a better choice, a d  nominating the fitted persons ; 
but the previous ofllcers would get disgusted, and it is 
more than probable, with their connexione, quit the 
service. That might be fatal at this time. T o  ap- 
point gentlemen as Brigadiers, that have not served in 
this army, (in this part of it at least) would not hurt 
any one in particular, but hurt the whole equally, and a 

mnst be considered in a very discouraging light to 
every oficer of merit, View the matter, therefore, in 
any point of light yo11 will, there are iaconveniences on 
the one hand and difficulties on the other, which ought 
to be avoided. Would they be remedied by appoint- 
ing the oldest colouel from each state ?" 

These were indeed questions of no ordinaryeimpor- 
tance. The  very existence of the army was involved 
in their decisisn. T h e  eflicacy of it necessarily de- 
pended on a judicious selectian, but this could not he 
made without violating the best established, and most 
salutary ~egulation for military advancement. 

On the seventh of Angust, the soutbern fleet and 
army, with General Clinton, Lord Cornwallis, fifty- 
flve transports and about three thousand men, arrived 
at Staten Island. Within the three or four prece- 
ding days, eleven other transports, with a part of the 
division of Hessians, had also arrived, and the remain- 
der, which would united amount to about twelve thou- 
sand, were expected every hour. Sir William Howe 
seemed preparing for inetant operations ; their heavy 
carriages and cannon were embarked, and he had 
launched a number of gondolas, with flat bottoms, and 
two r& for cannon. ' By deserters from the British 



AMERICAN REVBLUTION. a5 

Beet and army, WasBington wmi ipformed of tgese 
preparations. 

On the eighth of August, after sbme movemepte of 
the enemy9s shipping, which indicated some importrpt 
oper&ion, the following order was issued. 
u As the move'ment d the eaemy and intdlipace 

by desertem, give the utmest reaeon to belteve thak 
the great struggle ia which wc arc. mntendiag forevety 
thing dear to us and our poderity, is  near at h a d -  
the general most earnestly recommends the cloaest at- 
tention to the state of the mens'rrrpls, smmunitim and 
flints, that if we should be called suddenly to wtion, 
nothing of t h i s  kind may be to provide ; and he does 
most earnestly exhort both oacers and eoldiers, not t;o 
be out uf their quarters or encampments, especis3ly in 
the morning, or upon the tide af flood." 

Letters were received at the same time, conhlning 
the intelliphce communicated bg aome deserters, re- 
speoting the Hessians, and even representing the ene- 
my's force to be etill more formidable. Wmhingtm 
felt that tbe crieis rrna approaching ; he wrote frequent- 
ly and earneatly to Congress and the noighbouring 
states, urging t iy most vehement exertions to meet the 
necessities of the occasion, and concluda a letter of 
the eighth, in which he expresses a gerrt degree of 
confidence in the support expected ; complains of a 
great deficiency in his present force, d aMouaceo a 
mission to the Stockbrid~;e Indiana, b engage tbeir 
assistame, in t h e e  words, relating to the troops he 
had callad for from Connecticut. rt 1 cdhbntly trnsi 
they will not be withheld." 

And they ware aet withheld. ]&very e&rCioP a m  
made, not only by thrt, bat by all the other F e r n -  
meate, to f m d ~  tbem ia OCIW~P; but ma^ 
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where every man is free to enlist or not, after the first 
ebullition of patriotism has subsided, the most ardent 
and persevering efforts can go no farther in enlisting 
others, than to offer the bounty and point to the ene- 
my ; and this bounty, unfortunately, was then under- 
stood as an offer-a bid, which those who were to be 
purchased, knew must be augmented if they refused 
it. This wa~,  thr? natural consequellce of the disgrace- 
fa1 competition which had alrescly taken place between 
the general and state governments. T h e  enemy was 
at too great a distance from the habitations of each in- 
dividual to awaken him from his apathy. Had he 
approached, their native valour would have led them 
to confront him. The terms would have been forgot- 
ten, and only the occasion for battle remembered. 

On the ninth of August, these indications became 
still more threatening. A great number of boats were 
seen passing with troops from Staten Island to the 
ships ; three of which dropped down towards the nar- 
rows. From the observations made by General Greene, 
he was led to suppose it a general embarkation. 

Under this date, Washington gives a return of his 
whole army. I t  amounted to seventeen thousand, two 
hundrd  and twenty-five. But of these only ten thou- 
sand, five hundred and fourteen were fit for doty ; and 
in case of an immediate attack, 11e says, he is cer- 
tain only of Smallwood's battalion from Maryland. 

With this inconsideral~le army, scattered about, some 
fifteen miles apart, with waters between them-with a 
contagion prevailing among them to such a degree, that 
Washington himself, says 66 the proportion of men 
that may come in cannot be considered as a real aug- 
mentation" ; with this army, deficient in offlcers, inex- 
perienced, undisciplined, and unprovided even with 
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the most absolute necessaries, Washington was to dis- 
pute for an empire, with an army of thirty thousand 
veterans, inured to battle, familiar with death, accus- 
tomed to their o5cers-with one of the finest trains of 
artillery, with which any army was ever furnished- 
and a powerful fleet. Or, admitting that the total force 
of the enemy was deficient in equal proportions, which 
cannot have been true-as they were veterans who had 
outlivecl their apprenticeship to war-and they were 
too far from their families to be weakened by furloughs, 
they could muster more than two men for every one of 
the Americans :-they could even bring into the field a 
greater proportion-for they were the assailan-ould 
concentrate their whole forces and choose their point 
of attack ; yet such was the relative strength of these 
two armies-after all the preparations in America- 
when the eyes of the whole count~y had been turned 
upon the preparations of the enemy for whole months- 
and were looking to the issue of the first conflict as 
the surest prognostick of final independence or subjec- 
tion. 

By  two American gentlemen who had arrived at 
Staten ~s l and ,  from England, information was brought 
ofa change in the French Ministry, which was thought 
to forebode a war with Great Britain. At Staten Isl- 
and they reported that every preparation was making , 

for an immediate attack ; that about fourteen thousand 
troops were then on the Island, waiting only for the 
foreign forces, only a part of which had yet arrived. 
Whether any attempt would be made without the ex- 
pected reinforcement, was uncertain, but there was no 
doubt that one would, the moment they had arrived. 
They expected also, from conversations held with the 
otEcers of the enemy, that they meant to hem iu Wash- 
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iu@n and his army, by getting above them, and cnt- 
tbg off their communicatioi~ with the cowtry. T h e  
expectations of such an attempt, were still further 
strengthened by the circumstance that several ships 
of wm and other 1-essels had put to sea within a few 
days, which, it was expected were to go round the isl- 
land and come up the Sound. 

Ou the ninth, the follotoing orders were issued.- 
i c  T h e  Glenera1 expects every man, both officer and 
soldier, to have his arms in the best order ; not to wan- 
der from his encampment or quarters ; to remember 
what his country expects from him; what afew brave 
men have lately done in South Carolina, against a 
powerful fleet and army ;-to acquit themselves like 
mec, and with the Messing of heaven on so just acause, 
we cannot doubt of success." 

It had been thought in England, that exertions 
would be made by the Americans, to entice the foreign- 

' ers from the British troops, and the opinion was a sub- 
ject of pnblick speculation there. Taking advantage 
of the hint, if it had not already been a subject of con- 
sideration in Congress, that body on the ninth of Au- 
gust, passed a resolution, appointing a committee of 
three to devise a plan for encouraging the Hessians 
and other foreigners employed in the service of Great 
Britain, to desert-or as it was termed to quit that 
iniquitous service.'' 

On the same day, the long and troublesome y e s -  
tion, respecting the selection of officers, was brought to 
a termination, and four Major Generals, with six Bri- 
gadiers were appointed. 

StiU farther extracts must be made from the ordem. 
Every American ought to be familiar with the troubles 
of Washington. Every soldier should be qualified to 
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judge of his patieact, and to do justice to hio pcrse- - - 

verance. Even so late as the eleventh of August, 
when the enemy was expected every moment, such 
irregularities as are reprehended in the following em- 
traet, were common in the American camp. Rigorous 
measures would not have succeeded at such r -on. 
T h e  whole arm J might have Been scourged and cash- 
iered, without being reduced to an observance of the 
most ordinary rules of discipline. They could not sea 
the ntility of such measures. They were to be taught 
in no other manner than by suffering and misfortune, 
the trne difference between an European soldier, who\ 
eats, drinks and sleeps like a piece of machinery, and 
an American woodsman, in camp, who had always 
been accustomed to disregard all regulations on such 
subjecta as beneath his attention. These man could 
Qht-for that was in their natures ;--and no eclucatioe 
was required to qualify them for that part of their du- 
ty ; but to move them in concert, with regularity md 
coolness, must have been impracticable at a time when 
the very centinels were accustomed to sitting, and 
perhaps sleeping on their posts. 

66 Tbe  practice of sentries sittbg on their post," says 
Washington ia his orders of the eleventh, '6 is so un- 
soldierly,#lt the general is sorry to see it prevail so 
much in tbe army. At might, especially, it is of the 
most dangerous conseqaeuce." 

On the twelfth, he observed in a letter to Congrew, 
that the convention of New-k'ork had b e a  exert- 
ing itself to form an encampment al)ove Kings- 
bridge. The  number of militia then assembled, d 
on the march, he estimated at three thouumd, but ad- 
ded, that no c a l c a b  could be made respedbg thm 
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S r o m  Connecticut. Under the same date, he 
communicated the purport of a letter received from ge- 
neral Lee, who was exttemely sanguine respecting the , 

advantage to be obtained from the employment of 
about one thousand cavalry, in the southern depart- , 
ment. 66 Without them,'? said ~ e n e r a l ~ e e ,  66 I can an- 
swer for nothing-with one thousand I will ensure the 
safety of those states." T o  this, MTashington added 
his testimony respecting the experience and talents of 
general Lee ; but, as if the expectation was either con- 
sidered by himself as too sanguine, or the proposition 
i~nworthy of serious consideration, he added to this no- 
tice of the subject, tbat he should have gubn~itted the 
proposition before to Congress, at the 6' particular re- 
quest" of General Lee, had i t  not escaped his mind. 
Whether designedly or not,'it is certain that the man- 
ner in which this application was thus mentioned by 
Washington, must have been conclusive evidence in 
the minds of Congress, that he did not approve the 
measure. 

On the thirteenth, Lord Dunmore, with Lord Camp- 
bell and Sir Peter Parker, arrived off Staten Island. 
T h e  former had, at Mgtk ,  abandoned all hopes of a 
restoration to the government of Virginia. He had 
continued along the rivers and coasts of Yat state, 
with the view of concentrating and promoting the spi- 
rit of loyalty, and wheu circumstances sliould justify of 
heading those who were dissatisfied with the American 
government, until the closeness and filth of the small 
vessels, into which the fugitives were crowded, the 
extreme heat of the weather, the badness and scarci- 
ty of water and provisions, produced a fever, which 
proved fatal to numbers, particularly of the blacks. 
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At lexigth, tinding every place closed agaiwt 
terprizes, and that the necessities of his small fleet 
we; to be supplied but by constant fighting, and be- 
ing reduced to the necessity of burning a number of 
his smaller vessels, to prevent their falling into the 
hands of the Americans ; and of sending the remain- 
der, consisting of nearly flfty sail, to seek a shelter in 
Florida, the Burmudas and the West Indies, he had 
abandoned the design of effecting any thing in that 
quarter, as utterly hopeless. About one thousand ne- 
groes had been taken from the Virginias, in the course 
of his depredations, a great part of which miserably 
perished, and the remainder were sent to the West In- 
dies and sold. 

Orders of the day.-August 13th.-6' The enemy's 
whole reinforcement is now arrived, so that an attack 
must aud eoon will be made. The general, therefore, 
again repeats his earnest request that every officer and 
soldier will keep his arms and ammunition in good 
order ; keep within his quarters and encampment as 
much as possible; be ready for action at a moment's 
call-and when called to it, remember that liberty, pro- 
perty, life and honour, are all at gbke, that upon their 
Courage and conduct, rest the hope of their bleeding 
and insultld country, that their wives, children and 
parents, expect safety from them only, and that we 
have every reason to expect heaven will crown with 
success so just a cause. The  enemy will endeavour 
to intimidate by show and appearance, but remember 
how they have been repulsed on various occasions, by 
a few brave Americans. 

Their cause isbad, their men areconscious of it, and 
if opposed with firmness and coolness at their first on- 
set, with our advantages of works and kno~vlecfge of 
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the &mud, victory is moat assuredly ours. Every 
good soldier will be silent and attentively wait for or- 
ders, and reserve his h e  till he is sure of b i n g  exe- 
cution ;-the oflcars to be particularly careful of this. 

'6 The ofacers and commanding officers of regimente, 
are te see their supernumerary officers so posted as to 
keep their men to their duty, and it may not be amiss 
for the troops to know that if any infamous rascal ih 
time of action, shall attempt to skulk, hide himself, or 
retreat from the enemy, without the orders of the com- 
manding ofacer, he will be instantly shot down, as an 
example of cowardice ; on the other hand, the general 
solemnly promises that he will rewanl those who shall 
distiuguish themselves by brave and noble actions, 
and ho desires every oflcer to be attentive to this par- 
ticular, that such men may be afterwards suitably no- 
ticed." 

This last precaution was the only one calculated to 
make heroea of his men. I t  is generally held that 
the f'r of punishment operates more strongly on the 
minds than the hope of reward ; and as a further rea- 
son why punishment and not reward should be the 
retribution adminidkred for the deeds of men, it is 
argued that the utmost they can do is only their duty- 
and therefore, deserves no reward, and t b t  to rewanl 
those who perform their duty would be impossible. 
It would soon exhaust the treasuree of the world.- 
The  Arat propositionis certainly true-as itig generally 
~mderstood. Pear operates more strongly tban hope, in- 

-restraining man from crime,-and in exciting him to do, 
mostly, his duty. But they who apply this reasoning to 
the soldier, know nothing of his attributes. T o  do only 
his duty, is to do nothing. Duty may teach him to 
eus tain the shock of his adversary-to charge an ene- 
my, with a regular and firm step-indeed to die. Bli t 
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mere duty never won a great battle, or did a glorious 
deed. The Russian soldier does his duty-the fcrench- 
man does more. One receives the bayonet in the heart 
without closing his eyes, or retreating a step ; the 
other s t o m  his enemy in hie trenches, cuts a path 
through his shadie~t battalions, and wrenches his ban- 
ner from his grasp. 

Death, which the subjects of cwil government re- 
gard as the last punishment-he who is trained in 
the school of war, meets at every turn with a cheerful 
face and an unshaken tread. Death aan have no ter- 
ror for a soldier ; but the applause of gallant men, the 
blessing of his country, distinction is the reward he 
covets-and that reward can never impoverish those 
who bestow-no treasury is exhausted by such expen- 
ditures. Distinction is as much the coin of republicke, 
as of monarchies, and should be lavished as boun- 
teously. 

I t  is highly probable that the fear of death may so 
opekte on a coward, as to make him do his duty, or a 
part of his duty---enough of it to avoid the penalty, and 
that is all he will do. But there is a step infinitely be- 
yond that ruling plan of the dastard, for a young and 
fiery soldier to reach--though he were in the ranks. 
And he can only be stimulated by the impulse of great 
heajs-the coin which is made for gallanty ; he feels 
ambition, and distinction only can appease that rest 
less spirit. Death has no terror for such men, they 
spring to meet it ; shame cannot affect them, for they 
never survive it ; distinction is what they covet. That 
is the immortality of the soldier. No man on earth 
wns ever distinguished by doing his duty. To  desehe 
distinction, then, something mbre than duty must be 
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than the reward of duty must be promised. This wan 
done by Washington. 

Were the p a t  captains of any age to use more of 
their laurels and be less profuse with their means of 
humiliation, their armies would be terrible indeed. A 
band of ardent spirits-trained to war, and burning 
with ambition-would be invincible. Such were the 
soldiers of the French Revolution ; and the veterans 
of Europe fled befok them ; banners that had floated 
for ages of victory and triumph, bowed before the ap- 
proach of their new fledged eaglets. I t  is this lof- 
ty enthusiasm which rendere an army irmistible. All 
the terrors of the military art, are regarded by the 
youthful soldier, who feels the eye of his country upon 
him-as never made for himybut for others : t o  him 
they are the emptiest pagentry. H e  knows that they 
will be prostrated in his march ; that they will vanish 
or crumble at his approach. And such men cap only 
be created by promises, not threatening, rewards, not 
punishment. 

Though the auperiour strength of the enemy was 
known to the whole army, yet the troops exhibited no 
symptoms of depression. During the 14th the British 
fleet were further augmented by the arrival of ninety 
eix sail. The  publick papers were removed from the 
city to a place of greater security-the troops were di- 
rected to keep three days provision constantly cook- 
ed ; t he i~  canteens to be filled-and every disposition 
made for the reception of the enemy, who was expect- 
ed at every tide. 

Order of the Iltl~.-ttThe Beneral flatters himself 
that every man's mind and arms are now prepared 
far the g l o ~ s  contest upon which so much depends. 
The time too precious : nor does the General think 
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i t  necessary to spend it in exhorting his brave coun- 
trymen and fellow soldiers to behave like men fight- 
ing for every thing that can be dear to freemen. W e  
must resolve to conquer or die : with this resolution 
and the blessing of heaven, victory and success will 
certainly attend us. There will then be a glorious is- ' 
eue to this campaign, and tile General will reward his 
brave soldiers with every inclulgence in his power.'' 

Under the same date he complains to Congress of 
an extreme qeficiency in tents. A great part of the 
soldiers at the outposts had nothing to shelter them. 

Something of the effect so long apprehended from 
the reduction of general ofacers now began to make its 
apphrance. Colonel Varnum, of Rhode Island, wait- 
ed on the Commauder in Chief, and tendered his re- 
signation. Washington remonstrated with him like a 
soldier. The  Colouel was a brave man-and though 
be felt keenly the neglect of his country, he determin- 
ed to fight her battles at this time, and waii till the 
crisis of her fste had passed before he gave up his 
commission. I t  was a noble determination. His ex- 
ample might have thrown the whole army into confu- 
sion. 

On the 144h the Committee appointed for the pur- 
poee, produced a report on the propriety and practica- 
bility of seducing the foreigmers from the British ser- 
vice, which was accepted and the following preamble 
and resolution adopted. 

"MTllereas it has been the wise policy of these 
states to extend the protection of their laws to all who 
should settle among them, of whatever nation or reli- 
gion they might be, and to admit them to aparticipa- 
tion of the benefits of civil and religious freedom, and 



the benevolence of this practice, as well as its aalu- 
tary effects, had rendered it worthy of being continued 
in future times." 

6' And whereas, His Britannic Majesty in order to 
destroy our freedom and happiness, has commenced 
against us a cruel and unprovoked war ; and unable 
to engage Britons sufficient to execute his sanguinary 
measures, has applied for aid to foreign princes, who 
are in the habit of selling the blood of their people for 
money, and from thence has procured and transport- 
ed considerable numbers of foreigners ; and it is con- 
ceived that such foreigners if apprized of the prac- 
tice of these states, would choose to accept of lands, 
liberty, safety and communion of good laws and mild 
government, in a country where many of their friends 
and relations are now happily settled, rather than con- 
tinue exposed to the toils and perils of a long and 
bloody war, waged against a people p i l t y  of no otlier 
crime than that of refusing to exchange freedom for 
slavery ; and that they will do this, the more especi- 
ally after they have violated every christian and mo- 
ral precept, by invading and attempting to destroy 
those who never injured them or their county, their 
only reward, if they escape death and captivity, will 
Be a return to the despotism of their prince, to be by 
him again sold, to do the drudgery of some other ene- 
my to the rights of mankind. 

( 6  And whereas, the Parliament of Great Biihin have 
thought fit, by a late act, not only to invite our troops 
to desert our service, but to dread a compulsion of our 
people, taken at sea, to serve against their country." 

Resolved, therefore, That these states will receive 
nll such followers who shall leave the armies of his 
Hritaunic Majest? in dmerica, and shall choose to 
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become members of these states ; and they shall be 
protected in the free exercise of their respective re- 
ligions ; and be invested with the rights, privileges 
and immunities of natives, as established by the laws 
of the states, and moreover, that the Congress will 
provide for every such person, fifty acres of unappro- 
priated lands, in some of these states, to be held by 
him and his heirs in fee simple." 

These propositions were renewed on the 26th 
of October of the ssme year. Grants of lands wera 
offered to such foreigners in the following proportion. 
To a Colonel, one thousand acres ; a Lieutenant Co- 
lonel, eighi hundred ; Major, six hundred ; Captain, 
four hundred ; Lieutenant, three hundred ; noncom- 
missioned and others, one hundred, and further re- 
ward, proportioned to the number that each should 
bring with him. 

The  extreme simplicity of the inferiour oi3cers and 
their ignorance 011 subjects, of a nature, to be the most 
easily learnt, cannot be better shown, than by an ex- 
tract from one of the daily orders. it Lieutenant Hol- 
cock being tried for assuming the rank of a captain, 
wearing a yellow cockade, and mounting guard in that 
capacity, it appearing to have been done through mis- 
conception, ancl want of experience-the court are of 
epinion, that he should be cautioned by his Colonel 
to make himself acquainted with his duty. 

This was a mild sentence for such an offence ; but 
what must have been the state of an army, where an 
oacer, from 6' want of experience" not only aseumed 
tho duties of his superiour, but actually mounted hie 
badge of superiority ! 

The  weather had been for some days, so rainy and 
~~nfavourable, that the cxpected attack had been de- 
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layad. The enemy had been completely pmpred, 
even to the emhrkation of their troops, for several 
days. The Americans, therefore, were constantly om 
the alert. On the sixteenth, Washington wrote that 
the tmop were very sickly. 
T o  the iyth of Aspst, when every tbbg was at 

stake on the vigilance of the Amerians ; and netwith- 
shading the necessity of examples fw the ref- d 
the army, whipping continues to be so ammm 8 pan- 
ishment for every ofince, that, on that day, it nu 
even ini?jcted on a centinel for huiag slept up- his 

post- 
On the i8th, the o b r s  unl men who hd been 

employed a day or two behKe in an attempt te deP 
troy the enemy's ships up the North River, were bmd- 
somely complimented : and a pecruriarg reward was 
distributed am- them in prosortiun to their desert. 

The circamsCances were these. Two Pne ship un- 
der Captains Foedick and Thomss, on the nighk of the 
sixteettth &August, which was wmmmonly dark, rm 
up the N o d  River, with tb intention of burning the 
enemy% ships and tenders. They past thet P b n k  
Captain Thomas, at length fell on Board m e  of the 
leaders aml set fire to her ; this light enabled captain 

F&k to grapple the Wcsnix. A dmpxde drug- 
gle ensued, bat the d e s  ef the ship of w u  wen ao 
high, her sailors so activq timi she sarn cleared her- 
=&and sunk the &e ship. 

It seems by the fdlowbg extract from a latter of tbe 
eighteenth,%at Lord Howe bad made som h d m r  
attempts to tell his emmy by negwhtion ; but his cta- 
Gg-bowever in%wm easily perceived by 
~ s d v e r s a r g : w t , p e ~ w i t h . b s o l n t e c e r b r i n ~  
bat so as to provide a p k t  
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(6 I am exceedingly at a loss,." says Washington, 
46 to know the motives and causes in doing a proceed- 
ing of such a nature at this time, and why Lord Howe 
has not attempted some plan of negotiation before, as 
he seemed so desirous of it. If1 may be allowed to 
conjecture, and guess at the cause, it may be, that part 
ofthe Hessians have not arrived, as mentioned in the 
examination transmitted yesterday ; or that General 
Burgoyne has not made such progress as was expyt- 
ed to form a junction of their two armies, or, what I 
think equally probable, they mean to procrastinate 
their operations for some time, trusting that the militia . 
who have come to our saccour, 'will soon become tired 
and return .home, aa is but too usual with them." 

On the 19tl1, Washington received a letter from 
@overnour TrumbuU, of Connecticut, upon whom he 
had placed the greatest reliance, which must have been 
doubly gratifying, from the disappointments he had 
niet with from other quarters. He was informed that 
a '  regiment from Massachusetts was on its march ; 
and that the council of safety for Connecticut, had or- 
dered fourteen militia regiments, to his head quarters. 

' 

These were importantyet  when three of them had 
arrived, they only amounted to one thousand and 
twenty-nine. When the wholecome in" said Wash- 

, ington, (6 w e  shall be on a much more respectable 
footing than we have been ; but I greatly fear if the 
enemy defer their attempts for any considerable time, 
they will be extremely impatient to return home, and 
if they should, we shall be reduced to dietress again.79 

The Indians had already excited the attention of 
Congress. Repeated atbmpts had been made, with- 
out success, to bind them to neutrality. A number of 
chiefs about this time visited Philadelphia, were ad- 
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mitted to Con,wss, and an address was made to them. 
The following speech,' made by Logan, is extracted 
from the Journals of Congress. 

'6 W e  still hear bad news. Commodico and some 
of us'are constantly threatened. And the Bearskin, 
(a trader from Pennsylvania) among others, says a 
great reward is offered to any person who will take 
or entice any of us to Pittsburg, where we are to be 
hanged up like dogs, by the big knife, (the Virgi- 
nians.) This being true, how can we think of what 
is good? That it is true, we have no doubt, and you 
may depend on it, that the Bearskin told Metapsico 
every word of what I have mentioned." 

A copy of this was transmitted to certain agents of 
the Congreas, who were at that time busy in counter- 
acting the influence of a number of traders, who, to 
obtain a monopoly of furs, were willing to see the 
scalps of women and children, freshly torn from the 
victinls of their dreadful cupidity, and suspended in 
the same Illit with the skins of the beaver and deer. 

The head men of the Creeks were invited to visit 
Philadelphia, whither a number of western warriors 
had once been, who returned with a high opinion of 
the power and greatness of the whites. I t  was hoped 
that a renewal of the visit, would tend to calm their 
animosity, or at least alarm them for their safety, and 
prevent any wanton outrage on the southern inhabi- 
tants. 

About this time, intelligence was brought that Gp- 
vernour Carleton, had issued a declaration, which was 
distributed through the frontiers with the greatest in- 
dustry, interdicting all intercourse between his army 
and the Americans, "except such as might be for 
imploring the kings mercy, &c." This declaration con- 
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tained the particulars of General Gordonye assassina- 
tion, which has already been related : but so artfully 
expressed as to awaken a belief that it bad been 
done merely for the purpose of pillage by an obscure 
individual. At the same time, by the removal of the 
American prisoners to the interior of the British pos- 
sessions, the exchange of prisoners, a subject of much 
anxiety wit4 the Americans, was prevented for a 
time. 

I t  will be recollected that the command of the worke 
.on Long Island, had been given to General Green.-- 
This  officer, whose indefatigable and restless spirit, 
led him to endure a greater degree of toil and expo- 
sure, than prudence would justify, became at length 
00 seriously ill, that he was compelled to d i n -  
qnish the command. He was succeeded by Gene- 
ral Sullivan. I t  was a critical momat, and the clan- 
ger of exchanging an ofllcer, at all times, on theeve of 
a battle, was rendered in this case more dangerous, 
from the character ofthe two generals. The  former 
wacl extremely cantious-ever on the watch-and ne- 
ver losing his self commalid ; the latter was a brave 
and excellent oflcer, but rather too adventurous, and 
too confident, for the command of such a p ~ s t ,  where 
every thing depended upon defence. One would have 
eucceedod best in attacking, and the other in snstain- 
ing an attack. 

By the examination of an American Captain who 
had been captured by the enemy and released, Wash- 
ington was informed, that the plan of attack was a 
subject of general discussion in the British camp. T o  
this he would have paid no regard, because it was not 
to be supposed that Sir William Howe would con- 
h c a t e  his designs to his whole army, but the plan, 



which was to land a division above the city, and cut 
off the retreat of the Americans, in that direction, while 
the principal force was to make a sudden movement 
against Long Island, so nearly corresponded with hie 

' 

view of the enemy's designs, as to strengthen his 
confidence that such an attempt would be made. Other 
circumstances contributed to establish this opinion. 
On the twenty-first, several of the enemy's ships, 
crowded with men, dropped down to the narrows. 
On the twenty-second, they were followed by others, 
and boats were seen constantly rowing about them 
with troops. 
During theexpectations, which such movements were 

calculated to excite, a small detachment was order- 
ed to march. They had no provisions. Order after 
order had been issued, every thing, short of cooking 
the provisions, and illling their canteens, with his own 
hands, had been repeated again and again, for whole 
weeks-and yet, at such a moment as this, not a man 
was provided. Sucll vexations would have discourag- 
ed any man but Washington. But he was undis- 
turbed. 

On the twenty-third, the battle appeared at hand. 
The orders were admirably calculated to awaken a 
martial spirit in the troops. The parole was Charles- 
ton, and the countersign Lee. '' The enemy bave 
now landed on Long Island," says Wasbington, 
'6 end the hour is fast approaching on wbich the hon- 
our and success of this army, and the safety of our 
bleeding country depend. Remember officers and 
soldiers, that you are freemen, figllting for the bles- 
singe of liberty-that slavery will be your portion, 
and that of your posterity, if you do not acquit your- 
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selves like men. Remember how your courage and 
spirit have been despised and traduced by your cruel 
invaders ; though they have found by dear experience 
at Boston, Charleston and other places, what a few 
brave men contending on their own land and the best 
of causes can do against theee hirelings and mercena- 
ries. Be cool-but determined. Do not fire at a dia- 
tance ; but wait for orders from your officers. I t  is the 
general's express orders, that if any man attempts to 
lie down, skulk, or retreat, without orders, he be in- 
stantly shot, as an example--he hopes no such scoun- 
drel will be found in this army :-but, on the contra- 
ry, every one for himself, resolving to conquer or die, 
and trusting i i  the smiles of heaven upon sojust acaus- 
will behave with bravery) and resolution. Those who 
are distinguished for their gallantry and good con- 
duct, may depend upon being honourably noticed, and . 
suitably rewarded. And if this army will but emu- 
late and imitate their brave countrymen in other parts 
of America, he has no doubt they will, by a glorious 
victory, eave their country and acquire to themselves 
immortal honour." 

I n  a letter of the same dab, he s a p ,  6' Ibeg leave to 
inform Congress, that yesterday morning, and in the 
course of the preceding night, a considerable body of 
the enemy, amounting by report, to eight or nine thou- 
sand, and these all British, landed in the transport 
ships mentioned in my last, at Gravesend Bay, on 
Long Island, and have approached within three miles 
of our lines, having marched across the low, cleared 
grounds near the woods at Flatbush, where they are 
halted, from laet intelligence." 

'4 I have detached from here, six battalions, as a re- 
inforcement of our troops there, which are all that I 
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cad o p w  at this time, not knowing bat the fleet may 
m v e  up with the remainder of their army, and make 
an attack trere, on the next flood tide. If they do aot, 
I shall send a further reinforcement, should it be ne- 
cesoary, and have ordered five battalions more to be 
in readiness for that purpose." 

6~ The reinforcement detached yesterday, went off 
in high spirits : and I have the pleasure to inform yoa 
that the whole of the army, that are effective and ca- 
pable of duty discover the same, and great cheerful- 
ness." 

The p a s q e  of the East River, at this time,was so 
.Betructed by booms, chains and chevaux-de-friae, as 
to quiet in a $rest m a n e t  all apprehensions en &at 
side. 

On the W ,  Washington detached four additional 
regiments, to the support of h o e d  Sullivan, witfa 
bats ,  to be redy  either to reinforce him, or to retam 
to New-York, if the remainder of the ffeet, then at the 
wabrimg place, yJlould menace the city. 

&inCorcememb were constantly passing to Long bl- 
and, and occasionally a little skirmishing took place 
between small parties : in the c a m e  of which, Colo- 
pprlMmning of the Jersey Levies, received a mortai 
WSU€?& some hw men were lest. hime out of the 
# W m n  mghats ex* from Connecticut had  

-- 4 ; ave- about three hundred and 
- nd making the entire force ef Wash&- 

vsnty thousand. but of these, a large pm- 
s in the hospitals. and on tixrlougk 
other trsnlwctiw of interest at the time, 

rp tmrmpmdence between &nerd Wssh- 
d-larct -4 respecting 
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p s .  Washington thought his excuses were far from 
being satisfactory. I t  seems he was to hold no inter- 
course with the enemy on the event-and at this time, 
he was on board their fleet. Lord Drummond had te 
explain himself to one who was not to be appeased in 
a question of tlus kind, by mere ingenuity. No com- 
mon reasons would have satisfied the Americans for 
this violation of his parole, had his Lordship fallen 
again into their hands. 

The hour of trial had at length arrived. The bat- 
tle was fought and the enemy were victorious. 

The total amount of tbe American army at the time 
of the action, was about twenty thousand. But of 
these, the effectives did not exceed sixteen thousand 
five hundred. 

The  operations of the enemy had been delayed 
from day to day, in expectation of reinforcements, un- 
til the twenty-second, when by the accession of the 
South Carolina troops, with others from Boston, Plo- 
rida and the West Indies, amounted to nearly thirty 
thousand-with these it was determined to make an 
attempt. On this day, the twenty-second, the fleet 
being so stationed as to cover the troops, they .were 
landed without opposition, on Long Island, between 
Utrecht and Gravesencl, two small villages, not far 
from the narrows, on the side nearest to Staten Isl- 
and. 

The American works, constructed under the super- 
intendance of General Green, extended across a nar- 
row peninsula, having the East River, which sepa- 
rates Long Island from N ew-York on the left ; a marsh 
running to the shore, on the right ; with the Bay and 
Governof s lsland in the rear. 



956 * AMERICAN REVOLUTIOX. 

General Sullivan was encamped, with a strong 
force, at Brooklyn, within these works, and a few 
miles from Utrecht. From the eastern side of the 
narrows, extends a ridge of hills, for about six miles, 
covered with a thick wood, and terminating near Ja- 
maica. Through these hills are only three passes ; 

_ one near the narrows ; a second on the Flatbush road; 
and a third, called the Bedford road, running across 
from Bedford to Flatbush, which lies on the southern 
side of the ridge. These passes are very namw- 
the sides exceedingly steep and ru=cl--so as to be 
maintained by a small number against any force what- 
ever, until dislodged from the heights. These were 
the only roads which led from the southern side of the 
hills, to the American lines, except one, passing round 
the eastern extremity of the ridgo to Jamaica. 

An early attention had been paid to the three pas- 
ses through the hills, and a body of eight hundred 
men were stationed for the protection of each of tbem; 
while Colonel Miles, with r battallion of rillemen, was 
placed r little to the eastward in the n-ood, to guard 
the last mentioned d, running from the southern 
side of the hills to Jamaica, to watch the operations of 
the enemy and keep up a constant commuuication 
with the other corps stationed at the passes. On the 
approach of the enemy's boats, the patrolling parties 
on the coast had retired to the guard at the second pass 
on the Flrtbush road. Lord Cornwallis followed at 
their heels with his reserve and some hastily collected 
troops, in the hope of securing the pass, but finding it 
already occupied by the Americans, in obedience to 
his orders, made no attempt to dislodge them. 

Three days afterwards, on the twenty-fifth, these 
forces of the British were reinforced by General De 
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Heister, and two brigades of Hessians from Staten, 
Island. I t  is said that this intrepid d c c r ,  who knew 
nothing of the enemy against whom he was about tb 
advance, was told by one high in command, 4' that the 
Americans had determined to give the foreigners no 
quarter." ((Very well," said De Heisbr, with the ut- 
most compqre ,  (6 ss I know the terms, I am ready 
to fight." But whether this be true or not, and it is 
rendered somewhat improbable by the indebite man- 
ner m which (cone highin command," without a name, 
is mentioned ; it is certain that the foreign troops were' 
taught that they were to fight with savages, who would 
torture befom a slow h, with every species of cruel- 
ty that could be imagined. I t  is no longer material 
whether these fancies originated at home with them- 
selves, by confounding the Indian with the American 
character, or whether they were industriously plant- 
ed by the British during their intercourse ; enough is 
known of the nature of all soldiers, to suppose that no 
great efforta would have been made by those of Bri- 
tain, to counteract prejudices, from which many advan- 
tages might be hoped. 

The consequence of such mistaken notions, wu,  aa 
might be expected, a desperate ferocity in ba t t i eno  
mercy-no giving or taking quarter; and so far they 
may have contributed to the success of the day. I t  has 
since been said that these temurs wede m e e d  entire- 
ly by the British o5ccrs, and publickly juetifled, a h r -  
wards, as a retaliation for the measurea pursued bj 
Congress to seduce the foreigners from their oervice. 
But such an excuse comes too late for the offence, if it 
were an offence ; for it is not to be supposed, that, du- 
ring the long intercourse of thc British troops with t p  
first division of the Hessiane w k b a m v e d  oome ti- 
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before this purpose of Congress became known, no- 
thing was told the former of the American character. 
Some information must have been given them, either 
true or false: if h e ,  i t  would have been too late to 
chanw their whole belief after this measure of Con- 
p s  was taken ; because the time was too short, and 
the design would naturally have been suspected- 
That ie : if the British before this had instructed the 
Germans in the true character of the Americans, it 
would have been too late, just as they were p i n g  in- 
to battle, and the Americans had publickly offered 
them rewards to abandon the British,-for the Bri- 
tish to have convinced them that the Americans were 
savages. The  information thus communicated to them 
before the attempt of the Americans to seduce them, 
wasprobably such as enmity, ignorance, and contempt, 
under all the exaggerations with which loyal troops 
might be supposed to misrepresel~t the character of re- 
bels. Charity would have been treason-truth, dis- 
loyalty--and they who were aboutto cut the throats of 
Americans to prove their faith and allegiance woulcl 
not have been over scrupulous about murdering their 
reputations. - 

Another circumstance which undoubtedly contribut- 
ed to the slaughter of the day, and the victory of the 
British was this : a defeat would have been destrnc- 
tion to them-pressed by a victorious enemy, they 
might have been prevented from re-embarking-and 
perhaps cut to piecee or made prisoners before they 
could receive reinforcements. They were obliged te 
conquer. This may be seen by a reference to what has 
been said of Washington-he certainly was placed in 
a perilous situation, and waa supposed to have risked 
too much : but he risked much less than Sir William 
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Howe, for he was within his entrenchments-And Sir 
William had no other defence than his covering par- 
ties to secure a retmat : and no rallying point. 

On the Mth, Qeneral Howe having fully matured 
a plan for the surprise of General Sullivan, directed 
Beneral De Heister to take post at Flatbush in the 
evening. This division composed the centre. About 
nine o'clock in the evening, the main body led by Ge- 
neral Clinton, EarlPercy, and Lord Cornwallis, form- 
ed of the best troops in the army, attempted to gain 
the road, leading round the easterly end of the hills to 
Jamaica;witb a view of turning the American left. On 
this road Colonel Miles was stationed, but by some 
unfortunate chance, the enemy was not discovered un- 
til they had gained two miles in his rear, when the 
alarm was instantly given. 

Just before day light, on t b  XJtb, Sir Henry Clin- 
ton, having advanced withiu half a mile of the road, 
halted his forces and made his dispositioas for an i e  
mediate attack. Every thing conspired to favour his 
enterprize--One of his parties fell in with r gatrole of 
mounted American oflicers, and took every man of them 
prisoners; and General Sullivan, depending oa them 
for intelligence, neglected sending out anotber patrole. 
He was thus left in complete ignorance of the enemy'e 
approach. 

At the first appearance of light, General Clinton with 
' a  battalion of light infantry, took possession of the 
heights which commanded the road. Some hullrs be- 
fore, about midnight, his left wIng under General 
Grant, which had been advanced to alarm the Ame- 
ricans and conceal his own designs on their left, had 
been' discovered by the pa rd .  This guard, composed 
entirely of New York and Pennsylvania troops, in- 



~tantly abandoned the IWUI and fled in the u t m d  
eonsbrnation without firing a gun, and carried to Bs- 
hem1 Parsone the &st intelligence of the enemy, who 
wae seen at the e w e  moment descending the north- 
ern 'side of the hill. About twenty of the fugitives were 
fortanatsly rallied, and posted on a height about a mile 
in front of Glenem1 Grant, who halted, and formed his 
colqns  for the attack. This gave time to Lord Stir- 
ling, with &en hundred men, to get pussession ~f a 
hill about two miles from the American camp and in 
front of Glenera1 h u t .  

The engagement began seen after day light, by the 
Hessians, under Glenera1 De Heister, from Platbush, 
and by Gteneral Grant along the coast, and was eup- 
ported by the Americans, with p a t  resolution for a 
considerable time. Those who were flmt met by l;)ene- 
ral De Heister, fought with determined gallantry un- 
til they found General Clinton had gained their left, 
*en they immediate17 broke and fled towards their 
camp. I t  was already too late ; @enera1 Clinton was 
in their repr with the whole of the British right. He 
had passed the heights, halted and refreshed hie ar- 
my, and now charged the Americans with his dragoons 
and idantry, just as they had abandoned the hills and 
were flying to their lines. His attack was irresistible ; 
they were forced back upon the Hessians-theses- 
.si&ns followed up their charge--And thus were the 
Americans hemmed in on all sides ; driven alternate- 
ly from the British to the Hessians, from theHessians 
to the British : until grown desperate, they suddenly 
concentrated-charged the enemy in turn, nnd cut 
their way to their own camp. 

The troops under Lord Bterling, composed of Co- . 
Ionel Atlee's, Uolonel Bmallwood9s, and Colonel 
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aatche's regiments, with two battalions under Colo- 
nel Miles were engaged for six hours with the wlrole 
Britiah left, under Gleireral Grant. Their coolness and 
I r m n e ~ s  weuld Bare done honour to veterans-But so 
unhappily cleficimt were these fine troops in the means 
of intelligence, that they were only apprized of the % 

movements of General Clinton by his approach, hav- 
ing traveksed the whole country in t~ikir rear. Their 
retreat being thus intercepted, a desperate effort was 
the only chance of escape ; and a large proportion af- 
ter breaking through the enemy's ranks, gained the 
woods. Many threw themselves into the marsh in 
Gowanfs Cove ; some were drowned--and others per- 
ished in the moods, but a considerable number eventu- 
ally reached their entrenchments. 

The Royal troops fought the whole day in a man- 
ner worthy of themselves. The memory of defeats, 
and a desire of retrieving their reputation, stimulat- 
ed them to their utmost efforts. The  nature of the 
-ground broke up both parties into detachments, and 
of course gave a greater opportunity for distinction. 
80 full of anlour and impetuosity were tiley after their 
victory that they could had ly  be withheld from storm- 
ing the American lines. Sir William Howe hns not 
escaped censure for having restrained them-but if 
he had not, it is probable that he would have deserv- 
ed and received more of it. 

Washington had expected and provided for this im- 
petuosity. An assault wss precisely wbat he wished- 
and if it had been made, had not the assailants been 
instantly successful, they would have been certninly 
repulsed in the event. The  entrenchments were man- 
ned with fresh troops : the British were exhausted 
with marching, and fighting ; and whatever might have 
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been their spirits, if they had not prevailed at the first 
onset-they would not have prevailedat all : their ene- 
my would have repulsed them-pursued them in their 
disorder with his fresh troops-and administered a 
terrible retribution for the first slaughters of the day. 

This is rendered more than probable from the cau- 
tious character of the American commander. He knew 
the strength of his works, and was not only willing to 
risk an assault, but invited it. Had it been made, the 
enemy might have had little to boast of; and General 
Howe might justly have been blamed for hazarding, 
with worn out troops, in such a strife, the loss of dl 
the important advantages he had gained. 

I t  is said that the works were very feeble, thatthey 
had been hastily completed but the night before, by 
closing an entrance on the right and throwing an ab- 
batis along the front : yet it is not to be supposed that 
any important means of security would have been ne- 
glected to so late au hour. Tlie enemy had been ex- 
pected for several days, and the linea had beep man- 
ned for their reception. 

That the result of the struggle on Long Island, 
~vould probably have been very different had the Bri- 
tish troops followed up their victory, by an assault on 
the lines, maybe presumed from other circumstances. 
Raw troops are easily terrified by manoeuvres in the 
field. They feel a sense of protection, not only 
against manaeuvres, but against balls and bayonets, 
in any kind of breast work, however frail. There wat, 
not a man in the American army who could not relate 
the particulars of the skirmish at Lexington, Bun- 
ker Hill, and Fort Moultrie; and not a man but 
would have attributed the success of their countrymen 
to the stone wall and embankments of the two for- 
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mer, as soon as to the fortifications of the latter. Be- 
hind any breast work, a board fence, they woulcl 
have fought better than in the open field. 

T h e  victoriaus army encamped in front of the Ame- 
rican works, on the evening after the battle ; and on the 

. twenty eighth, broke ground in form about five hun- 
dred yards infront of Putnam's redoubt, which cover- 
ecl the American left. A regular seige was begun. 
T h e  remembrance of Breed's Hill, and (L desire to 
spare his men, probably prevented a coup de main, 
which, should it prove successful, Sir William Howe 
apprehended, might disqualify him for more impor- 
tant undertaking. 

On the same day, General Mifflin reinforced the 
Americans, with one thousand fresh troops, and of- 
fered to go the rounds at night. He  ohserved the ene- 
my's appronches and the forwardness of their batte- 
ries, and was convinced that no time was to be lost. 
T h e  next morning, Aug. RQth, in a conversation with 
the commander in chief on the subject, he observed- . 
'6 you must either fight or retreat, immediatel~. What  
is your strength ? '6 nine thousand" was the reply. 
66 I t  is not sutllcient-we must retreat" eaid the for- 
mer. Such had beeh Washington's opinion. He  
never designed to sustain the regular approach of his 
enemy ;--his works were only calculated for tempora- 
ry defence. I t  was then agteed that a council of war 
should be called-that General Mifflin should pro- 
pose the retrcat ; but as he was to make the propoeal, 
and his reputation was at otake, he stipulated that if 
a retreat should he resolved upon, he should commantl 
the rear ;-and if an action, the van. 

These measures, among others, were urged in coun- 
cil. '6 T h e  heavy rains which have fallen for two 
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Colonel was unable to find the General, and immedi- 
ately on his return, the embarkation was com~ncncecl 
under all those discouragements. But about eleven, 
the wind d i d  away, and soon aftor a fresli breeze 
sprung up from the South West ; enabled them to nsa 
the sailboats, and made their retreat safe, easy and 
expeditious. The embarkation was still further pro- 
tected by a fog, (so uncommon for the season, that one 
of the citizens of New-York declared he had not 
known one for twenty or thirty years,) which canis in 
a remarkably thick mist, about two in the moniing, 
and hovered like a cloud over Long Island ehora, 
while the'New-York side was bright and clear. 

Another incident, but of a different character, which, 
with a disastrous result might havc been ciktl ao an 
evidence of the immediate agency of eome malignant 
being, is well worth recording. Colonel gcammel 
was sent to General Mifflin, who remaiued iu ilre 
trenches, with orders for a particular regiment to march 
to the ferry. T h c  Coion~l mistook the order ; under- 
stood instead of a regiment, the whole covering party, 
and so delivered it. It was obeyed-aud the linea 
were absndoned for three quartem of an hour belure 
the embarkation was completed ; but the Btitiwh, 
though so near, that their working partiee were d i u -  
tinctly heard, were enveloped in no thick a fog, tbak 
the evacuation took place without being discovered. 

The  mistake wss discovered--Ueneral MilBin hur- 
ried back to the liiee--took porwenrioo, a d  held uutil 
the next morning, when every thing e m p t  m e  h a -  
vy cannon was removed. The fog d w i d  m- 
tinued propitious till the wholt: army, awurrling to 
nipe h a s a n d ,  with a11 tbeir field u t i l l e r y 4 - b  b- 
vy ordinance m was IM& vaLuJ,l-nit& 
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left exeept a few heavy cannon, notwithstanding se- 
veral ships of war lay within a quarter of a mile. 

Ae the conduct of Washington on this occasion, 
has smetimes been censured, it would be well t o p b  
the facts together before the mind, and from them thus . 
assembled, to determine whether such ceesnre was me- 
rited. T o  do this, it will be necessary, h t ,  to in- 
quire if Long Island ought to have been defended ;- 
next if the defence was properly conducted, if the 
works, officers, troops were competent for the purpose, 
and finally, whether the issue of the battle could have 
been provided against, after it was foreseen. 

The  possession of Long Islancl was certainly an 
object of importance, or General Howe would not have 
wasted an hour upon the attempt to obtain it. He 
could have brought tbe Americans to battle, if that 
were his object, at other points. 

H e  would have made his attack upon New-Pork. 
I t  was certainly of importance, because tbe pwsession 
of New-Pork was dependent upon it. I f  it was of 
importance to the enemy, it ought io have been de- 
fended. I t  will be recollected, that while Washing- 
ton prepared to dispute the of this bland, 
he was led from many other c~~cumstancee, to expect 
a system of operations from the enemy entirely of a 
different character. He had constantly expected an 
attempt to get above him and cut off his communica- 
tion with the country. He bad provided against this 
so far as it was practicable ; and as such an kttelupt 
must have compelled him to an unequal battle, the 
evacuation of New-York with the lose of a11 his mi- 
litary storee, or a surrender--it was aecessarily a 
subject of extreme precaution and anxiety with him. 
And when he found the enemy had eo faz warted 
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him from this scheme, which he most feared, as to 
make it subordinate to an attempt on Long Island- 
dangerous as it was to defend that Island, with no 
shipping, and against a powerful Beet ; yet was it less 
dangerous by far, than his situation would have been, 
had the enemy pursued the other plan. In the first, 
he mnst attack the enemy ; in this, the enemy mnst 
attack him. l u  the former, he would fight under the 
greatest disadvantages, risking every thing if defeat- 
ed ; in this the enemy would run the greatest risk, and 
be ruined if he failed. I f  Washington wanted to 
bring Lord Howe to battle, Long Island was the 
ground for it. 

I f  he did not, if he wished to avoid a battle, Wash- 
ington should have withdrawn his troops from the Isl- 
and aucl evacuated the city, without losiug an hour, a t  
the first approach of the enemy-but a battle was to 
be fought, it could not be avoided, and the only ques- 
tion was when and where it should be fought. T o  
fight it on  at^ Island was certainly dangerons, but 
New-York was slso an Island, and if he did not fisht 
on Long Island, he must in New-York. I t  was but 
s choice of dangers and difficulties. In  either case his 
way was liable to be enGrely surrounded by ships and 
troops. 

These questions would finakty resolve themselves to 
this proposition. Either Long Island lvould be de- 
fended, or New-York evacuated. To do the former 
it is only necessary to erect a chain of slight works, ca- 
pable of withstancliug an assault; throw into them a 
sufficient number of troops to defend then1 ; give the 
eommand to an active, cautious and intelligent oacer, 
and fight such a kind of battle as will give the troops 
some confidence in themselves, and teach them to stand 
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fire, without exposing them to any great loss, while the 
enemy should gain nothing by a victory. 

All this was done, and the result would have been 
still less decisive than it was to the British arms, but 
for certain incidents which were not to be foreseen. 
The lines were constructed of sufficient strength-but 
the troops were, beaten by surprise before they could 
reach them. They who had been prepared for a bat- 
tle from which they could retreat at pleasure, to their 
entrenchments, found an enemy suddenly thrown in 
their rear-were compelled to a field fight, and after 
supp-orting the battle with great gallantry, were only 
heaten by manoeuvres. At the critical moment, when 
every thing depended upon him, the officer appointed 
to command was taken sick, and another, equally 
brave, but not so well acquainted with the strength of 
the place or the disposition of his men, and withal, 
rather incautious, was called to the command. If Ge- 
neral Greene had remained in command, the Ameri- , 
cans would not have been surprised ; and then, if the 
British army had made their attack upon the forces 
fully prepared to meet them, with their works in their 
rear to which they could retreat at their leisure, 
though the enemy had found them and stormed them 
in their trenches, the American loss would probably 
not have been so great as it was. 

The  next question is, were there troops enough em- 
ployed for the defence. There certainly were ten 
tl~ousand troops, according to the smallest estimate 
that can be made-the strength and flower of the ar- 
my were at one time on the isrand. The troops were 
well posted and the battle wae well fought. 

Washington nras a spectator of the elaughtor that 
succeeiled; but it was then too late to prevent i t h i o  
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lines were manned, every bayonet was in requisition 
to turn back the disasters of the field, upon the enemy 
if he should have the temerity to assault the works. 
This was the only way in which it was possible to 
support the troops engaged--every moment the at- 
tempt might be made on his lines, and not a man could 
be spared. Had be abandoned them and reinforced 
the troops engaged, the fate of his country would have 
been at stake on a single engagement. 

But let it be supposed that Washington had adopt- 
ed the other alternative, and abandoned Long Island 
without a single effort to preserve it. Would not n a b  
evacuation of the city have been a legitimate and im- 
mediate consequence ? A bombardment would have 
been opened from the shore, the passage of East Hi- 
ver cleared of itFl obstruction, the whole fleet moored in 
front and rear of the city, and the Americans subject- 
ed to an attack wherever the enemy pleased, unless , 

they marched out immediately. 
An evacuation of xew York without a battle, fol- 

lowing the abandonment of Long Island, without a 
battle, would have been attended with more calami- 
tous consequences to the American cause, tlmn the 
bloodiest defeat. Now, the enemy had been met, and 
fought-a few livee were lost, and there might be a 
general panick among the troops. Bat what was the 
loss of a few troops-and the confidence of a few dis- 
heartened militia, to the loss and confidence of the 
whole American ~ m p l e  ? They had been defeated, it 
is true, but &be enemy had gained nothing. It is some- 
ti- better to be beaten in battle, than to fly without 
fighting. By a series of misfortunes, againet whicb 
no human w~~ could h v e  provided, the Americans 
had Been defeated by a superiour force ; but depl.ss- 
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sing ae such a disaster was to the spirits of tbe people, 
it WPB indnitely less so, thnn a retreat would have 
h, porsoed by an active enemy, leaving the whole 
~ ~ 6 n t r g  behind him, and a whole season br his ope- 
mtiens te be effactad in, without one effort to a& 
his mm. By thia contention for Long Island, though 
the enemy had sncceeded, it was of no advantaga to 
Bian-thcseason had nearly passed away and the-mm- 

- - 

paign was soon to be terminated. 
The loss of the British and Hessians, in this battle, 

has been vtvienslg stated. O w  it has been c..tima- 
ted at fonr hundred and fifty ; but a more particular 
account states the exact loss of tho BPitish at three 
buadred and eighteen, of whom only sixty-one were 
slain, and of the Hessians at three hundred killed, and 
twenty-six wounded. Total three hundred and forty. 
seven. 

T h e  Americq loss wae much greater. Hemmed 
in on all sides, broken aud in disorder, sustaining an 
uninterrupted fire and continual charges from both par- 
ties for a considerable time, and finally escapiagth&ogh 
a morass and a creek, the estimate of one thousand will 
be regarded as much within the truth. I t  probably 
amounted to 6fteen hundred killed, wounded and 
prisoners. 

Many large bodies escaped by flight at the first on- 
set, that might have been captured, had they offered 
more resistance. General Sullivan, Lord Stirling, 
three Colonels, four Lieutenant Colonels, three Ma- 
jors, eighteen Captains, forty-three Lieutenants, 
eleven Ensigns, together with ten hundred aud 
eleven privates and non-commissiouctl officers, rrr, m- 
ported as the exact amount of prisoners takeu, i~a.lrrd- 
ing the wounded. Six pieces of brass ordnanco \\.ern 
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taken. One regiment, Colonel Smallwood's, fmm 
Maryland, was almost cut to pieces. They were all 
young men, and of the best families in the country.- 
Their conduct was sufficient to show what Americans 
could do in battle, with officers in whom they could 
trust. I t  was the mancleuvering of the enemy that 
conquered the Americans. They had withstood the 
bayonet, but they were gallantly contending in front, 
anew enemy approaching in silence, unexpectedly at- 
tacked in their rear. To  raw and unexperienced 
troops such operations are always terrible, as they 
know they are irretrieveably lost if one false step is 
made. For a long time after, the terrours of this day 
were rememberd, and the appearance of any manaeuvre 
in the enemy was the signal for a retreat to the Ame- 
ricans. 

Thus terminated the h t  great struggle after the 
Declaration of Independence, and if every thing be 
considered, the disproportionate strength, experience, 
and state of the combatants, it must be allowed that it 
terminated favourably for the Americans. 
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C H A P T E R  XV. 

l$#ect of the Defeat on Long Ihnd-State ofthe B m y 4 e g o c i a -  
tion with Lord Hwe-Preparations of the Enemy for cutting 
off the collcm&ation b e t w m  the main army and the Eastnn 
tWa-&bwful$ight at h3pp's Bay-Evacuation o j  N' 
y o r k - & j k c ~ r r a n g e n w n t  of (%ngres8 for a rigoroils 
posecution of the Wad'irited conduct of the troops who 
had lcrtcly&d at the approach of an Enemy-Retreat to the 
White Phi-Loss of Fort Washington-Evacuation of Fwt 
&+4lielaneholy prospect of the Jmericans-Re&ctbn.% 

THE effect produced on the minds of the militia by 
their recent defeat on Long Island, may be seen by the 
following extracts from letters written by omcers, high 
in command, among the Americans. General Mercer, 
.who commanded the flying camp, wrote thus on the 
subject : 6' General Washington has not, so far as I 
have seen, five thousand men to be depended upon for 
the service of a campaign, and I have not one thou- 
sand. Both our armies are composed of new militia, 
perpetually fluctuating between the- camp and their 
farms. These are not a match for, were their num- 
bers equal, veteran troops, well Attd and urged on 
by able officers. Numbers and discipline must pre- 
vail at last. Giving soldiers, or even the lower orders 
of mankind, the choice of oacers, will forever mar the 
discipline of armies." 

General Mercer was right. That '6 choice of ofi- . cers" entrusted to the common soldier, was, of itaelf, 
enough to destroy all submdination. The o5cers be- 
came dependent upon their men ; and they who would 
concede mogt, be most ffmiliar, and lcast rigorous, 

YOI,. I .  60 
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were always sure of preference. Pew men will volun- 
tarily elect masters. And no officer can be useful, un- 
less he is master of his soldiers.. 

Wasllington bcgan soon after his return to New 
York, to. entertain very serious apprehensions about 
his ability to keep possession of that city. "Till of - 
I&," he says, 4' I had no douht iu my own mind of 
defending this place ; nor should I hare yet, if the 
men would do their Outy, but this I deva i r  of." 

Another question of an alarming nature to the in- 
habitants of New York mas even worse. '' If  we should 
be obliged to abandon the town," says IVashington, 
in ariother of his despatches, 6' ougl~t it to stand as win- 
ter quarters for the encni y ? l31ey would derive good 
conveniencies from it on tlre one hand ; and much pro- 
perty would be destrored on the other. But it will 
admit of but little time for deliberation. At present, 
I dare say the enemy-mean to possess it, if they can. 
I f  Gongess, therefore, sl~ould resolve ipon the de- 
struction of it, the resolution should be a piwfound se- 
cret, as the knowledge of it will make a capiklchango . 
in their plans." 

T h e  situation of the American General must have 
been desperate indeed, to have authorized such it 

thought for a single moment. He livedin an age yhen 
mankind had not learnt to make a sacrifice of their ci- 
ties to protect them from thc unhallowed tread of the 
invader. But whatever may now be thought of such 
a design, it is probable that it did uot occur to Wash- 
ington till the question was not whetlier the cities of 
his country should be the snnctuaries and refuge of 
his enemy, or himself; but, whether that was the on- 
ly  methocl of saving the comtry. I f  the former, howe- 
ver heroick the deed %adbeen held, however sublime 
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the spectacle ef such a conflagration might have been 
regarded, by the world, he never wouM hhave smol 
tioned it. But had the last question been to bedeci- 
ded-his own hand would have l ~ l w d  the fire on her 
a l h  an& wml~petl her dwellinp and her temples in 
flames. This would have been an offering worthy of 
Liberty-worthy of Washington. T o  ambition tho 
sacrifice would not have been rash : to Independence 
it  would have been so. 

I t  has been already related that General Sullivan 
and Lord Sterling s e r e  among the prisoners taken by 
the enemy. The  former was paroled, but the latter wae 
not. Gleneral IVashington complains that his Lord- 
ship's account of the battle was not suficiently minute, 
and attributes it to some occurrence which interrupted 

, him, as the letter was unfinished. I t  is not unlikely 
that he was still considerecl as a British subject, and 
consequently a greater degree of rigour would be dis- 
covered in his treatment. 

General Sullivan was entrusted by Lord Howe, 
and his brother, Sir William, with a verbal message 
to Congress, to this effect-that his Lordship could 
not treat with them in that characterthen ; that he wacl 
extremely anxious to come to some accommodation 
speedily, while, as yet, no decisive advantage had 
been gained 1)y either party, and it could not be said 
that either bad been conquered into acquiescence 
or submission; that he would hold a conference with 
any of their members as private gentlemen; that he 
was, with the General, fully authorized to ~et t le  all 
difference8 in an honourable manner ; that, were they 
to treat, many things which the Americans had not 
yet asked, might and ought to. be granted; and if u1)- 
an a conference there appeared any probable ground 
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of lccommodation, the anthority of Congass would 
be dtemvde acknowledged to render the treaty corn- 
plete. 
Thie message was delivered to Congess, by Benc- 
d Sullivan on the ad of September. He was desir- 
ed to reduce it to writing; at the same time that a let- 
ter was received from Washington confuming his pre- 
vious account'of the diissters on Long Island, and re- 
treat therefrom. Yet Congrees was immoveable. On 
the bth, Oeneral Sullivan was directed to inform Lord 
Howe, " That C o n p s ,  being the representatives of 
the free and independent States of America, they can- 
not with propriety send any of their members to con- 
fer with his Lordship in their private characters ; but 
that, ever desirous of establishing a peace on reasona- 
ble terms, they will send a Committee of their  bod^ 
to know whether he has any authority to treat with 
persous authorized by Congress, for that purpose, in 
behalf of America, end what that authority is ; and to 
hear such propositions as be sball think fit to make 
respecting the same,'? 

On tbe following day, Benjamin Ynnklin, John 
Adams, and Edward Rutledge, were elected a Com- 
mittee for this purpose. This was doing all that Con- 
gress could do. The  proposition of Lord Bome could 
not be passed over without notice, for in the ineidious 
shape in which it appeared, immediately after a vic- 
tory, it must have been regarded as highly pacific and 
magnanimous. And thus it was regarded by the ar- 
my, the Royal party in America, and many others 
who muld not ppedetmte the design. I t  may there- 
fore be doubted, though Congress had been ever so 
well convinced that no advantage could result from 
94ch trilling;, if they mould have been juotiBable in ut- 
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terly rejecting the proposal. They were compelled 
by their' situation to play the same game with their ad- 
versary-delay would be as ruinous to him as to them ; 
and by their acceptanceof lris proposition, they disap- 
pointed him of his only hope, which was that they 
would refuse it ; and such a refusal would have given 
him great advantages, thrown the whole guilt of the 
war upon them, and given to their councils a charac- 
ter of ambition, which might have kindled the most 
dnngerous suspicions in the minds of their Republic- 
an constituentq. 

But magnanimity was not then tho attribute ofBri tisb 
negotiators. The  character of the nation had degenerat- 
ed. They were nolonger the great men, whoseforbear- 
ance was most conspicuous after victory. They were the 
soldiers of a ministry, nther ' than the ambassadors 
of a nation ; of a party with whom all measures were 
justifiable-if a proper result wcre obtained. They 
would trample on the Colonies, because of their pre- 
mature manhood, and if this could not be done by open 
warfare, it might be effected by political intrigue. If 8 

they could not, by breaking a lance with tlie youthfnl 
champion, bring him to their feet, there were other 
measures: they might lull him into security by en- 
ticement. T h e  offer of conciliation was to be ten- 
dred-if it succeeded, the omnipotence of Parliament 
would soon have little to fear from the young spirit of 
the Americans; armies, taxes, proscriptions,would soon 
have thinned their ranks, annihilated their predominant 
characters, driven asunder their confederacy, and 
boand them in fetters that a century might not bare 
loosened ; if it was rejected, then might their retribu- 
tion be measured out according to their own vieas of 
the punishment dne to rebellion ; the whole conntry 
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might be laid waste by fire and sword; the standards 
of freeciom be rent and scattered to the four winds of 
heaven--every spark of chivalry extinguished-and 
every hopeful plant of tyranny, nourished ie blood and 
tears would have been seen springing upon the name- 
less graves of martyrs ; upon the spot whence a tem- 
pest had uprooted the young tree of liberty, even 
while its branches were spre'ading over a continent, 
and pushing their greeuneis to the heavens : on a soil, 
which if it bore not a new generation of such hardy 
plants, should be cursed with everlasting barrenness. 
~ d d  all this would have been handud down in their 
histories as the work of the Americans, and not of their 
oppressors ; they who had magnanimously extended 
the olive to a people that spurned it in their madness 
and presumption. 

Such was the purpose of this offer of newciation 
As such it  was regarcied at the time by all who under- 
stood the time character of their adversary ; as such 
it was to be provided against by the guardians of Arne- 
rica : aud as such Congress wero induced to depart 
from that sublime mlrxin~ of the Roman, never to nego- 
ciatc after a defeat. They strove for independence. 
and while they woald perish to obtain it, something 
was due to the prejudices of the ignorant qnd the un- 
decided ; that they might not appear to have persisted 
through infatuation or obstinacy. I t  was in the night 
time of the revolution. Thick darkness was round 
ahout the sanctuary of their hopes. Even Washing- 
ton himself was disturbed-hut not dismayed; yet 
others saw nothing but serenity in his countenance. 
From Congress nothing was concealed : in vain they 
turned towards him for encouragement-while others - 

obtained a renowal of hope and vigour in the contem- 



AMERICAN R&VQl&JT5~N. 49'9 

pladion s f  Washington's aspect, the American Con- 
gress mw nothirag but the naked truth ; a chart that 
$old how Iwpeless was the path they had chosen- 
how beset with danger and trials. YeGant l  it ought 
never to be forgotten-Congress and Washington were 
immoveable. Not oue step was taken in wtreat from 
the ~tancl they liad chosen. America saw in her Sen- 
ate Chamber, the resurrection of the men of Rome, 
who, amid the relics of an empire, awaited the ap- 
proach of the barbariau. 

Eight tlays after their appointment, tlie Committee 
had an interview with Lord Howe, upon Staten 1s- 
land, apposite Amboy. His Lordship received and 
entertained them \\.it11 the utmost respect 3 but in the 
discussion of tile saibject was careful to express him. 
self in the most geueral aud indefinite terms. All was 
equivocal, courteous, and conclucted according to the 
most orthotlox spirit of the modern diplomatick sci- 
ence : not one irlcl~ was gained at last on either side. 
T h e  Committee, who had been appointed, not in any 
hape d ~ c c o m ~ o d a t i o n ,  but to gratify the publick, and 
to satisfy the ~vorltl on a question which hacl auitated 

? all America-the true illtentions of Great Britain- 
were soon convinced that nothing was to be 11oped. I t  
was certain that his Lordship mas only empowered to 
negotiate, nut to couclude a treaty. H e  came to amuse, 
to qualify, to explain ; not to acknowledge, retract, 
ar settle differences. No plan of accommodation was 
proposed; I~ut  something was said, and remotely in- 
sisted on, by his Lordship, about absolute and ancon- 
ditional subiuission. Lt was evident that such diplo- 
matick quibbling was painful to the frank, manly dis- 
position of Lord Howe, for he frequently exhibited a 
degree of embarrassment, which all his high breed- 
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ing and social freedom of intercourse could not a n -  
mal. I t  was painful to see such a man so employed, 
But tlie conference-for such interviews are not to be  
terminated because both parties are weary of each oth- 
er, or because each is ashamed uf such t r i f l i n g d n -  
tintled for three or four hours. 

T h e  committee made a report to Congress which 
was accepted and published. Some good consequen- 
ces resulted to the Americans from the event. T h e  
loyalists were satisfied that they had todeal with men 
uf irresistible resolution. T h e  British commissionere 
were struck with the temperate, manly discussion of 
i11e American delegates. All was calm, collect- 
ed, cligniilerl, there was nothing of the vehemence of 
yuung men ; it was the language and manner of wis- 
don1 and experience, the steru tlioughtful aspect of 
manhood in its maturity-supported by confidence in 
heaven and the justice of their cause. T h e  whole 
conduct inspired the spectators with something of re- 

' verence and awe. Tliey were plain men, entitled ci- 
tizens, deliberate talkers, such men as had met the 
British at Breed's Hill-men who had debated on a 
question uf independence, with the same coolness and 
moderatioa as they were about levying a duty onlands 
or merchandize. This conduct had its influence. Un- 
conquerable determination and greatness were in eve- 
ry word they uitered. 

T h e  Americans also were satisfied. There was 
nothing more to hope fro111 negociation. The scabbard 
was to be thrown wide, and tie who had girded the 

' 

sword upon his thigh, now saw the full extent of his 
toils before him. Ti l l  this interview many a blade 
had slumbered in its sheath, in  the hope of peace ; 
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mow, it was plucked forth, and all were prepared for 
battle. 

One of the committee, Dr. Franklin, had been, 
when in England, on a footing of intimacy with Lord 
Howe. T h e  affairs of America and the measures of 
Parliament had been discussed at their special meet- 
ing, and afterwards in their correspondence. They 
knew and respected each other. This was probably 
their last meeting on earth. They had been friends, 
they were soon to be enemies. Botlr felt the separa- 
tion, the memory of otlier days visited them, and al- 
though both werenegociators and on publick business, 
they corild not forget that they were men ant1 hacl been 
intimate, and their parting was painful. I n  the course 
of the conversation, his Lordship, without departing 
from general profession, suffered himself to speak, 
occasionally, as his heart dictated. He  expressetl 
himself warmly respecting tlre Americans, and the 
pain he felt for their approaching calamities. Frank- 
lin could not lose such an opportunity-Iris character 
triumphed over his feeling, the eveniug se1)aration was 
forgotten, and he replied with liis cool sarcastick ex- 
pression of humanity, '6 that tlie Americans \vould 
show their gratitude by endeavoring to lessen as much 
as possible, all pain he might feel on their account, by 
exerting thcir utmost abilities to take care of them- 
selves.'? 

But, to return to Washington-his situation became 
more distressing and precarious every hour. T h e  
flying camp had dwindled away to nothing. The 
militia were riotous, dismayed, and ongovcrnable. 
On one occasion sucll was tlreir intolerable panick at 
the approach of danger, arising from their recent de- 
feat on Long Island, that a large hody ran off at the 
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fhing of a ship's broadside, wben not a man wns-injar- 
ed. The  total number of men fit for duty, includbg 
all the outposts, was for many days, less thla twenty 
thousand. More than one third were militia a d  new 
levies, alike un~vorthy the name of soldiers ; and the 
regolam, who, under other circumstances, or aloae, 
might bave been depended upon for sewices eqad to 
their strength, were broken down, and defeated by 
the constant desertions of the militia. That object 
which others fly from is soon likely to be regarded 
with apprehension by the boldest ,and steadiest. The 
camp was thinning away, aa before a pestilence, by 
the uninterrupted, but silent desertion of troops ; and 
to bmplete the disheartening recapitulation, within 
pine days after the evacuation, the number of sick was 
equal to one fourth of the whole army. 

At this time too, when the very salvation of the 
country was at stake, and mutual concession, mildness 
and forbearance was most necessary, there was a ms- 
lignant and restless jealousy, quickened by mutual 
recrimination and local reflections, working its way in- 
to the marrow of the army. And what was still more 
incredible, this spirit appeared to have its growth, 
or force, from head quarters ; not from the comman- 
der in chief, he wonld have spilt his blood to quench 
the lrs t  appearance of the flame, but an Adjutant 
hnera l .  This man, whatever' might bave been his 
motive, waa the chief among those to whom the evil 
waa attributed. T o  counteract his influence, so far as 
possible, without increasing the division, by his re- 
moval, a deputy Adjutant ~ e n e r a l  was appointed. 

The  disaiTection from which the enemy hoped so 
much, and from which he had derived such important 
aid on Long Island, wae not confined to the citizens. 



Tbe intkkion had commnaiated to the soldiev. A 
L k ~ t e e r n t  C o h d  was tried md co~lvichl, of h v i q  
written a letter to GQF. Tryon, o ~ ~ g  his services, 
and s t i ~ ~ f o r  Bis reward. U%stber it was tlwght 
impolitic% to p m d  to exhmity ia this case, or wbe- 
ther, as it is said the wretch owed his wcapc, to bav- 
iag milihrg olFicers in the court, who knew nothing 
of the law, cannot oow be determined, but after cou- 
viction, his d y  punishment was dismission from the 
service, wben it would have been a greater punish* 
meat to have kept him them. 

The  dis&ected sr rather the loyalists, were a for- 
midable party in the middle states. They might be 
forgiven-many of them acted from principle, from 
a conscientious regard to their duty, from affection to 
their sovereign, and however mistaken tbey may have 
been, they deserve no censure. I t  is the infirmity of 
men's nature to err, and the majority cannot complain if 
the minority ineiet on the same privilege, for which 
tbe predominant party are contending, the liberty of 
ju*ing far themselves. But all this is no excuse for 
a traitor. 

T i e  American army, afier some further augmenh- 
tions, were at length distributed in the following pro- 
portims among the posts to be defended. 

Four theusand five hnndred men were left at New 
York ; six thousand five hnndred were posted at Haer- 
lem ; and twelve thousand at the further extremity of 
the Island, at Kingsbridge, and the publick stores 
weseramoved to Dobb's Ferry, about twenty-six milen 
-from New-Pork. The causes of this arraogomulll 
will be ci~cumstanbially exhibited. 

On the hills, and in the vicinity of t h ~  plnce~, tor19 
had been erected, and they were garrisonell wit11 l he ip  
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troops. , T h e  strongest was Fort Washington, near 
Haerlem, of difficult access, commanding the North 
Itiver, and opposite to Port Lee, on the Jersey side. 
These two were intended to defend the passage, and 
with the obstructions in the channel, were considered 
~afficient. After this distribution, it soon became evi- 
dent from the manaeuvering of the enemy, that he 
meant to throw his whole force between the American 
main army at Kingsbridge, and the division in New 
York and its neighbourhood. As soon as those indi- 
cations assumed a defiuite countenance, the American 
general posted himself at an intermediate distance, 
about ten miles from the city, and not far from Fort 
Washington. This movement induced him to con- 
centrate his force at every given poiut, and reinforce 
the two extremities, as occasion might require ; where 
that would be foretold only by conjecture. T h e  ene- 
nly was able to choose his time and place of attack, 
w l~ ic l~  gave him considerable advantages in any sud- 
clen enterprise. 

T h e  British had already taken possession of Mon- 
tezae's Island,' and thrown upon it, a large body of 
troops. I t  lies on the north of Haerlem Itiver, which 
runs out of the Sound into the North River, and af- 
forded them great facilities for landing on the low 
grounds of Morissania, if they intended to seize the 
farms above Kingsbridge ; or on the plains of Haer- 
lem, if they designed to interrupt the communication 
between the lllnerican posts. On the twelfth of Sep- 
tember, one of the enemy's ships moved towards Hurl 
Gate, but the tide left her and she coulcl not lay near 
enough to the America11 works for commanding them. 
Their batteries from this island, kept up an incessant 
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fire, but with little effect, while some indications of 
a divided attack were repeatedly manifested. 

The day before the meeting between the committee 
and Lord Howe, five ships of war ran up the East Ri- 
ver ; this movement with the urgent advice of certain 
officers, determined Washington to evacuate the city 
as speedily as possible. Col. Glover was employed 
in removing the hospital, ordnance and stores, which he 
began to do about nine in the evening, and by the next 
morning at sunrise, his brigade had landed in the 3er- 
seys, leaving only a body of sick, amounting to about 
five hundred, detached about the city. On the next 
morning he was ordered to strike his tents and move 
the heavy baggage up the North River in boats, while 
the lighter stores were carried in wagons. This was 
completed about nine at night, when an alarm wao 
given, and he was ordered to join General ~M'Dougall 
at Haerlem, immediately ; he marched and the bag- 
gage of two regiments which ha was obliged to leave 
behind, afterwards fell into the hands of the enemy. 
Hardly had he reached Kingsbridge, and his exhaust- 
ed troops were preparing to refresh themselves, when 
a new express arrived, announcing the approach of the 

' 

enemy. Their knapsacks, which had just been thrown 
off. were instantly swung, and they pushed for the 
field of battle--on their way they were joined by five 
other brigades, amounting in all to about seven thou- 
sand, formed in order of battle upon Haerlem plains. 

General Howe having now prepared his plan for a 
descent on New York island, for bringing the Ame- 
ricans to a general action, or breakiug the communi- 
cation between their posts, on the i5th of September 
began to land his men under cover of five ships of 
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war, between f h t l l  Bay and Ripp's Bay, about t h m  
miles above the city. Works had been thrown up 
there, which were capable of withstanding an attack 
fer a considemble time, and even till reinkmemeats 
6hOuld amire, if they were necessary, andtroops were 
stationed in t h m  40 oppose any landing of the enemy. 
Bnt t h y  llkd-at the first approach ef the British, 
a d  abandoned the a e r k s  with the most shameful 
precipitation. Two b r i g a h  had beta pot in moCiea 
for their snppwt en the drst intimation of the enemy's 
approach, and General Washington, in w, bur- 
Fied to the scene of action, expecting by his pmseace 
Q retrieve his l a b  disaeters and animate his tmops b 
inflict a severe retributien on the enemy. H e  met 
the whele party in a tumultnoae fight--it was a bit- 
ter lnomsnt for that great man: to have risked him- 
d f ,  his couatry, his iarmertality, with WB dastards ; 

- it was the most cruel apny of his life. For once, Be 
raased to be ~ a s b h g b n .  He gallapped though the 
crowd ; threw h s e l f  in t b i r  rear; reined his harse 
towards the enemy ;commanded, e n h d e d ,  mdY$nat- 
wed ; it was all in \-sin-he even attempkd to cut 

. &wn the corn&, and snapped Iris pidols at them. 
They were not to be stayed h r  a minute : their flight 
became still more shamefully pwcipitate at$he sudden 
a ~ e n r a n c e  of a email bocly of .their pursuers, not ex- 
ceeding sixty or sevedy. In  tbis hour of self aban- 
donme~t, Uh#hington .would have been lost, brrt for 
the violence af hi oflicere--they seized the bridle of 
his home and gave him a di&rent direction, as Be 
was advaucing h a r d s t h e  enemy. 

T h e  ship in h e  Nolrth and East rivers, duriag .this 
transaction, were throwing their grape shot and lan- 
grage quite across the island. The Hessians having 



landed, began their march, but some delay waa caus- 
ed in their junction by their seizing a number d per- 
aons, whom they found concealed in a barn, that had 
been placed there for guards. This mistake was war 
explained, and the British having landed their whole , 

force, they directed their march towards Kingsbridga. 
The retreating Americans who had fled in such dis- 
order from Kipp's Bay, never halted fur an instant, 
until they encountered Colonel Glover, who was then 
hastening to their support. This gave them some con. 
tldence ; they halted, formed aud paraded on the high 
grounds in their front. At this moment tlie enemy 
again appeared on the next eminence, with a force 
then eotimated at eight thousand. The Americans ex- 
hibited uncommon h e  ; they wished to give battle im. 
mediately : for a moment Washington, with the sting- 
ing recollection of the scene he had just witnessed 
fresh upon his heart, was on the point of leading them 
to the attack ; but a moment's conaideration changed 
his purpose. He could not depend upon undi~ciplin~ 
ed v a l o u l ~ t h e  fever of shame and indignation, for a 
victory of the cool and steady bravery of well organ- 
ized veterans. 

The Americans encamped on the heights of Haer- 
lem ; and the British Oenerals finding no proepect of 
immediate battle renewed, repaired to a neighbour- 
ing mansion for refreshment, whew so much time was 
consumed, that the rear guard of the American army, 

' about three thousand four hundred, under Gewral 
Putnam, were suffered to escape from New York, uu- 
molested. General Putnam, aware of the danger in 
taking the main road by which the enemy would ap- 
proach, directed his march along another on the banks 
of the North River, continuing along it until it turns 
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abruptly to the right, where it unites with a narrow 
way, passing to Bloomingdale. By this route he es- 
eaped unperceived. His success has been attributed 
to a great neglect in the enemy. A small body of 
troops with two field pieces, might have taken a posi- 
tion that would have cut off his retreat. 

I n  the course of this and the following day, seven- 
teen oflBcers and three hundred and fifty four privates 
were captured by the British. General Howe has not 
escaped censure for his conduct on this occasion. His 
plan was to bring Washington to an engagement. I t  
was said that if, instead of landirrg on the island as he 
did, leaving the Americans at liberty to walk where 

. they pleased, he had thrown his troops above Kings- 
bridge, hemmed in the whole American army, which 
he could have done with his ships in both rivers and 
the military forces at his command, he might'have ap- 
proached nearer and nearer to his adversary, till he 
brought on a general engagement. That such was 
his design, is certain, but how his measures were cal- 
culated to produce it can only be determined by mili- 
tary men fully acquainted with the and the 
force of the respective armies. 

The following letter from the Commander in Chief, 
may help to determine how far the causes above sug- 
gested would have been effectual, had it been adopt- 
ed at first by Sir William Howe. I t  is written on the 
8th of September. ''Since I had the honour of ad- 
dressing you on the 6th instant, I have called acoun- 
cil of the General Officers in order to take a full and 
comprehensive view of our situation, and therefrom 
form such a plan of future defence as may be immedi- 
ately pursued, and subject to no other alteration than 
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a change of operations on the enemy's side may occa. 
sion. 

6cBefore the landing of the enemy on Long Island, 
the point of attack could not be known, or any eatis- 
factory judgment formed of his intentions. I t  might 
be on Long Island, or Bergen, or directly in the city. 
This made it necessary to be prepared for each, and 
has occasioned an expense of labour, which now 
seems useless, and is regretted by those who form a 
judgment from after knowledge. But, I trust, that 
men of discernment will think differently and see that 
by such works and preparations, we have not only , 
delayed the operations of the campaign, till it is too 
late to effect any capital incursions into the country, 
but have drawn the enemfs force into one point and 
obliged them to disclose their plan, so as to enable us 
to form our defence with some certninty. 

66 I t  is now extremely obvious from all intelligence, 
from their movements, and every other circumstance ; 
that, having landed their whole army on Long Is- 
land, except about four thousand on Staten Island, 
they mean to enclose us on the island of New Pork, 
by taking post in our rear, while the shippingeffectu- 
ally secure the port; and thus, either by cutting OR 
our con~munication with the country, obliging us to 
figlit them on their own terms, or surrender at discre- 
tion ; or by a brilliant stroke endeavour to cut this ar- 
my in pieces, and secure the collection of arms and 
stores, which they well know we shall not be able 
soon to 1-eplnce. 
" Having, therefore, their system unfolded to no, i t  

becomes an important conoitleration how it could be 
most succrssfully opposed. On every ~ i d e  there io n 
choice of difficaltiee, and every measure on our part, 

YOL. I. 62 



4%0 AMEBICAN BEVOLUTIOK. 

(however painful the reflection is from experience) is 
to be formed with some apprehension that all our 
troops will not do their duty. In  deliberating on this 
great question, it was impossible to forget that histo- 
ry, oyr own experience, the advice of our ablest friends 
in Europe, the fears of the enemy, and even the decla- 
rations of Congress, demonstrate that on our side the 
war should be defensive : (it has ever been called a 
war of posts)-that we should on all occasions avoicl 
a general action, nor put any t h i ~ ~ g  to the risk, unless 
campelled by an extremity into which we ought never 
to be drawn. 

"Thearguments on which such a system was found- 
ed were deemed reasonable, and experience has giv- 
en her sanction." 

This letter should be read m d  re-read; and that 
too, under the recollection that it exhibits a plan only 
designed, and nut executed. Now, every mau, sol- 
dier or citizen, is sagacious enough to see that '' a war 
of posts"-a,war of defence, was the only hope for the 
revolution, and must have been, of necessity, success- 
ful. But a much greater degree of sagacity, and mili- 
tary science, was necessary at that time, to qualify 
one for pronouncing an opinion with such confidence : 
and much more of a gifted spirit was requisite at that 
time, to see the issue of the long conflict with such 
certainty, se to justify an oacer high in his country's 
favour, with troops eager for action, in withholding 
them in their career ; much more of moderation, too, 
than a soldier is generally endued with, to put back 
the laurels that approached him, because in the effort 
that he might make to reach them, the fate of his coun- 
try is involved ; merely because he might fail, and the 
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liberty of his country was too mighty a stake to throw ' 

at one cast, against a sudden reputation. 
ButWashington saw and did all these at the time; 

in the hour of temptation. 
"With these views," he says, in another place, 

" and being fully persuaded that it would bepresump- 
tion to draw out our young treops into open ground 
against their superiours both in numbers and disci- 
pline, I have never q a r e d  the spade and pick axe.  
I confess I have not found that readiness to defend 
even strong posts at all hazards, which is necessary 
to derive the greatest benefit from them. T h e  honour 
of making a defence does nut seem to be a sufeeienf 
stimulus when success is very doubtful, and the fall- 
ing into the enemy's hands probable ; but I doubt not 
tbis will be gradually obtained. W e  are now in a 
strong post, but not an impregnable one, nay, acknow- 
ledged by every man of judgment to be untenable un- 
less the enemy will make an attaok upon lines where 
they can avoid i t a n d  their movements indicate that 
they mean to do so. 

66 T o  draw the whole army toge ther in order to arrange 
the defence proportionate to the extent of the lines and 

' 

works would leave the country open to an approach, , 
and put the fate of this army and its stores in the ha- 
zard of making a successful defence in the city, or the 
issue of an engagement out of it. On the other hand, 
to abandon a city, abich has been by some detked 
defensible, and on wllose works much labour haa been 
bestowed, has a tendency to disspirit our troops and 
enfeeble our cause. It has also been considered as the 
key to the northern couptry. But, as to that, I am ful- 
ly of opinion that the establishing of strong posts at 
&fount Washington in the upper part of this island, 
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them long. T h e  cure of our sick is also worthy of 
much consideration ; their number, by tll~returns, form 
a t  least one fourth of the army. Policy ancl humani- 
ty require that they should be made as conrfortnble as 
possible. 

6' With these an(\ many other considerations before 
them, tlie whole couniil of General Officers met yes- . 
terday in order to aclopt some general line of coriduct 
to be pursued at this important crisis. I il~teutlecl to 
have procured the separate opinions on each poir~t, 
but time wonld not admit. I was therefore obliged to 
collect tlie same iuore generally than 1 could have 
wished. All agreccl that the town woulcl uot be leua- 
ble if the enemy wished to cannonade it ; but tlie dif- 
ficulty attending a removal operated so stro~rgly that 
a course was taken between abandoning it totally, and 
concentrating our whole force for its defence : we were 
some little iufluenced in their opinion, to whom the 
determination of Congress wag known agaitrst an 
evacuation totdly, as they were led to suspect Con- 
gress wished it maintained at any hazard. 

'6 I t  was concludecl to arrange the army under three 
divisions : five thousand men to remaill for the cle- 
fence of the city ; nine thousancl to Kii~gsbridge and 
its dependancies, as well to possess and secure these 
posts, as to be ready to attack the enemy, who are mov- 
ing Eastward on Long Island, if they slrould attempt 
to land on this side ; the remai~rtler to occ~ipy the iu- 
termediate Rpace, and s ~ ~ p p o r t  either ; that the sick 
should be immediately removed to orange tow^, and 

. barracks prepared at Kingsbridge, in order to cover 
the troops. 

'6 There were some General Officers, in whose judg- 
ment and opinion much confidence is to be reposed, 
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that were for a total and immediate removal from the 
city, urging the great danger of one party being cut off 
before the other can support i-he extremities being 
at least sixteen miles apart ; that our army, whenever 
collected, is inferior to the enemy ; that they can move 
with their whole force to any point of attack, and con- 
sequently must succeed by weight of numbers, if they 
have only a part to oppose them ; that by removing 
hence we deprive the enemy of the advantage of their 
ships, which will make at least one half of their 
force to attack the town; that we ~lhould keep tbe 
enemy at bay, put nutliing to.the hazard, but at all 
events, keep the army together, which may be re-uni- 

. ted another year ; that the transport stores will also 
be preserved ; and in this case the heavy artillery can 
also be secured. But they were overruled by a ma- 
jority, who thought for the present, a part of our force 
nrigbt be kept here, and an attempt be made to main- 
b in  the city awhile longer." 

I t  seems evident, from the positive and clear maa- 
ner in which the opinions of the minority are here re- 
ported, that the commander in chief was inclined to 
-e with them. Indeed, it appears from other cir- 
cu~u~tances that these opinians were his ; fur soon af- 
ter a petition was made for a new council, and the 
majority united with him, in an almost unanimous 
vote for the evacuation of the city. The evacuation 
took place accordingly as has been previously re- 
lated. 

I t  may be considered peculiarly unfortunate for 
Washington, that at tliis period of his command, he 
was so subject to be eutreated 1)y subordinate otlice~*s. 
If a masterly movement was effected, it was attribu- 
ted to their advice; for the natural feelings of the 

L 
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human heart would prompt every man, who had been 
at all instrumental therein to boast of it; on the con- 
trary, when any disastrous or blundering operation 
took place, tlie same reason would induce every man 
to keep his agency a secret ; and tile consequenceivns, 
that the publick seeing Washington at the head of tlre 
army, made him alone responsible for all its calami- 
ties. There were always enough to participate in lka 
triumphs, but few who had the magnanimity to share 
liis distresses. The wise measures were their's- 
those of ai~otlier character were his. I t  is true, this 
is the common misfortune of all who occupy an eleva- 
ted station, but not to the same extent. At this period, 
Washington was so trammelled by the jealousy of 
Congress, that he was but nominally the commander 
in chief. He ought not to depart frola tlie opinion of 
the ma,jority, lest at extreme haznrtl ; did he succeed, 
it would be considered a dangerous precedent, obsti- 
nacy or rashness ; did he fail, a court martial, or a 
committee of blundering politicians, who could ueither 
understand his views, nor his motives, and fully ig- 
norant of military affairs, would be assembled to sit 
in judgement upon a question of retreat atid attack. 
I n  time, however, this evil was remedied ; Washing- 
ton wau informed that he was nut to be governed by 11ia 
councils-they might be assembled for consultation, 
but he was not to be bound by their decision. This 
placed Washington, for the first time, upon tlie foot- 
ing of the captains of Europe--he was responsible, 
justly responsible, for every step of his army. Their 
'deecls were his. 

Having so far permitted Washington to speak for 
himself; becahse on him and his army at this time tho 
whole weiglit of the publickdependence was restiug, 
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and because his letters were the only circurnstantid 
history of motives and plans, and hopes and fears-- 
other sources of illformation are now exposed to te- 
search, and it is no longer necessary to follow the same 
method. A more general view of the large features d 
the revolution, will now succeed, occasionally inter- 
npersed with documents of the same character, occa- 
sional extracts only will be made from his orders and 
letters ; which will be sufficieut in the expansion and 
developement of the vast dangers by which the inde- 
pendence of America was to be achieved. They  will 
1)e so presentell as to exhibit a connected view of the 
tl-ansactions of the same period, in the several states, 
within the smallest possible compass, that the whole 
mag he seen at one glance without confusiou or delay. 

13ut before this plan is entered upon, tlie remainder 
of his despatch under the eighth of September, will 
he insertecl. 
" I am sensiBlr," he continues, 66 that with a re- 

treating army, encil-clecl with difflculties-the declin- 
ing an engagement, subjects a general to reproach, 
ant1 that the common cause may be effected by the dis- 
couragement it may throw over the minds of many ; 
nor am I insensible of the contrary effects. if a brilliant 
stroke co~lld he made with any prol)ability of success, 
especially after our loss upon Long Island. But when 
the fate of America may be at stake on theiesne ; when 
tlie wisdom of coolrr moments and experienced men, 
have ~lecitled that we should protract the war, if pw-  
si hle, I cannot think it safe or wise to adopt a differ- 
ent system, when the season for action draws so near 
s close.)' . 

6' Tliat the enemy mean to winter at New-York, 
there can be no doubt ; that with such an amonnt they 
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can drive us out, is equally clear. The  Congress 
having resolved that it should not be destroyed, no- 
thing seems to remain but to determine the time of 
their taking possession. I t  is our interest and wish to 
prolong it as much as possible, provided the duty does 
not affect our future measures." 

' 6  The militia of Connecticut is reduced from six 
thousand, to less than two thousand, and in a few days 
will be merely nominal.'' 

Such was the reasoning of Washington, on the 
eighth of September. On the fifteenth the evacuation 
took place, and the American arlsy encamped upon the 
Heights of Haerlem, where he said he should wish 
the enemy to attack him, if any dependence could be' 
placed upon his troops. But- experience had convin- 
ced him of the contrary. They might fight, for native 
valour will sometimes unexpectedly blaze forth ; but 
they could not be depended upon. They had no con- 
fidence in themselves, and little in their offlcers ; were 
not accustomed to withstand the apploach of an ene- 
my ; the whistling of balls, and the intimidating pa- 
rade of discipline. The bravest troops in the world 
are but gradually trained to encounter danger ; the 
most c6wardly will soon learn, in actual service, to 
stand fire and disregard every thing, but the bayonet. 
The discharge of a musket, which at first is an object of 
extreme termur to him against whom it appears direct- 
ed, soon becomes an object of contempt. When the 
soldier h t  receives the fire of an enemy's platoon, he 
thinks every Ball is directed at him ; in time he l e a r ~  
that no individual is selected, and that the whole front 
in which he is placed, is the target; that, instead of de- 
liberate, undisturbed aim, the ball is eent from one in 
trepidation, on the march, and directed at random ; 

VOL. I. 63 



or, w&uC utldershdibg the p~o~ees bg which his 
sakty ia hmouehble, or his fewa allayed; the most 
nntkirrking soldier m n  acqui~ee ae philosophid a 
disregard of danger, les &ws do, who hsve reclwd 
the dangers of battle a d  probabilities o# death b. 4 
science ; and can demonsbh, by the doctrineof chaa- 
ces, that in mo&rrtba&l~s, a soldier ia the m h i s  not 
exposed to greater danger than he  would^ be br wmd- 
ling and playing for amusement, Zt i s  extrcmly nue that 
one in twenty M either killed or. wounded ; and, per- 
haps an average of the slain in modern w a r h e ,  will 
not exoeed one in &My. Bt is tme thahhcuhgel play- 
ing and wrestling, very few lives ar8 lost; but it ia d- 
so true that both parties are injured more or k ; . a n d  
in battle there are at least nineteenmt of twenty who 
escape without any injury; and of those wbo are 
wounded, many are not more seriously so, &an the 
conquered. party in these mstick amusements. War, 
is now reduced to a system of manauvree. It is ea- 
sier to outgeneral, and entrap an army, than to cut it 
in pieces ; quite as advantageous, andl by far, tbe lees 
dangerous. 

The early m e a s m  of deknce adopted f b ~  the cam- 
paign of this year, by the Amerioans, were dF on a 
limited- scale ; and nnder, the dalueive hope ot: a re- 
eonciliation. Until. the E)eclamtion of Iad~ptmdence, 
there was by far the largest party who-not only expect 
ed, but prayed for a reconcilitttion. Englandi w a s  
their home and4 by that- affectionate term was alwaye 
spoken of. All the wrong which wem heapdnpn 
the children, could not make them forget theilr horn% 
or entirely alienate them for their pmnt. The l i p  
ments tbat connect nations are never less powerfol, 
though less tender, than those whioh unite individuds, 
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families and klans. Consanginity, afflnit~, dliance ope- 
rate alike oaeach. h i t h e r  can be sepakated onlees by 
unnahral convulsims ; or the hatbm.1 intleipmdenue 
of the more infirm, when it Bas ~ t l i v e d  ita clrUdhoed, 
and arrived at age and power; ok by a ternination ;Bf 
theit pditicalcentract, by the de*ctieh &f oh8 of tlm 
padie%--a gtadual weakehing of the bbhdls, hhd $I- 
lent decay of reverence and &ectiotl. 

T h e  f m e r  d these cases, was that (of the Cbloaies ; 
they *ere in their infamy. The  time td their man- 
hood had not yet arrived, when they would aatul-hlly 
be released from a kind of pareR&l huthbtity. 

Yet such a time must have arrived. The colon5es 
must have been a nation at some age sr other. Can- 
wee might' accelerate or rebatd het hbtutity ; but 
when it had arrived, the& would have beea a eilmt 
and impeweptible decay of their connwtibg hid- 
they would have been so attenuated by mutual ~ e p ~ l a i b ~  
betweed t h ~  parent country and thle Colonies, that the 
moment of their anal disruption, ~ b u l d  have been felt 
by neither; but now they weke in theh sttength, 
twined around every artery and buscle ; ihterwovea 
with t h ~  whole political constitutfon of each, and were 
only to be torn asunder by the convnlaive struggles 
of desperation. 

The declaration of Independence waJ that contul- 
sion. It was the premature strength of a youthftrl 
giantejs, btruggliag agaitlst an attempt to imprisoh 
her limbs. One mighty efmrt ! - a n d  Atnerica &roue 
with the bade8 of h ~ r  6ubjection droppidg from het 
form ; the chdnb of tgranny beneath her fekt ; hrr 
arms uplitkd b heaven, and h r  yeung bosom cover- 
ed with adamant, the hrmoui df ihdignatbtl. Thc 
enthusiasm waa electrick ; every nerve of the political 
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body testiryed its sympathy with her presence. A 
nation arose in arms. But. all this was not enough. 
Soldiers are never made by enthusiasm-warriours 
are made by nothing else. The less enthnsiasm that 
an army baa in the ranks, tbe better will it-be qualified 
for a long and disheartening struggle. The fiery intre- 
pidity of youth is temble but brief. The  cold cau- 
tious prudence of manhood and old age, are the only 
solid qualifications for a long war. Alexander would 
uever have conquered as he did, with other than old 
men. The battle, which is to be handed down from 
father to son, from generation to generation, is not to 
be fought by the chivalrick spirits, which carried the 
banners of republican France, through every kingdom 
of Europe. Enthusiasm, ,is often irresistilile in attack, 
in the battles of a season, in a summer campaign ; but 
is hopeless, desponding and desperate in defence and 
retreat, through battle after battle, year after year. T h e  
triumphs are brief and dazzling, but it burns too bright- 
ly, it consumes itself. The  most terrible enthnsiasm 
is always the least enduring. 

Such was the character of the Americans. When 
they became a nation, they were on fire with enter- 
prize. But they knew not that it was not their duty 
:o propose great actions themselves ; it was only their 
duty to prevent the enemy from preparing them. They 
were the soldiers of a Reasen ; it waa therefore poli- 
tick to fill their minds with ardour and enthuuiasm, 
although the battle which began with the Declaration 
of Independence, might be a perpetual e~tailment up- 
on their posterity. But it would have been otherwise, 
had they been arrayed for the whole season of strife- 
not to throw down their arm8 until the war was at an 
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end, then discipline, not enthusiasm, must have been 
their most effective and formidable attribute. 

The  first troops were precipitately hurried into the 
field, under their temporary engagements, operating 
like an enlistment at will ; untler officers so exactly 
their equals, that one of them has been found shaving 
his own men ; and it was a common practice for-them 
to club their pay and share it with the privates of tlleir 
regiment or company, and as might have been ex- 
pected, under such circumstances, were defeated.-. 
After their defeat, they hurried home with the same 
precipitation. Yet, some of them became solders; 
the ofacers soon felt their pride in requidion, were 
better paid, were more exposed to applause or cen- 
sure, were entitled to keep better compauy in the ar- 
m y  than they could expect at home, became unwilling 
to retire from places of authority to their tranquil equa- ' 

lity, and generally remained when tlieir troops with- 
drew. By this process of continual refinement, many 
good, and some excellent officers were produced, par- 
ticularly among the higher ranks. 

At length Congress were made toconfess the full ex- 
tent of themischiefs they had brought upon the country 
by their miserable temporizing policy ; and on the six- 
teenth of September, passed a resolution fop the imme- 
diate enlistment of eighty-eight battalions, to serve du- 
ring the war ; this resolution was afterwards, on the 
twelfth of November, amended so as to permit an 
enlistment for three years, or during the war. This 
was the first measure of Congress, proportioned to 
the question at issue. Indeed, its whole character 
was vigorous and decided. A bounty of twenty do\- 
lars to privates and non-commissioned officers, was to 
be given, and land in the followin~proportions, war 
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On the twentieth of &ptember, tbe anxiety .ad ear- 
nestneas of Washington on this u;eonat, led him fe 
nncw hia eerpostalations in the follommg mmw. It 
&I a melancholy and prinfnl c o n s i d d o n  to tboee nbe 
ue cooccroed in tbe w d  and hare tBe command, to 
be lowing armies constantly, sod to be left by troops 
jast when they b e p  to d- tbe name, or pe-rbapa 
at a  moment w h  an importaut blow is exyected.- 
This I am idoraed will be tbe case at T i c o n d e w  
with part of the troops there.?' 
On the twenty-fourth, the subject was renewed, in 

another despatch from which an ex- will Be made 
in the progrees of the detail, but something that follows 
respecting the dietream of the umy; ought not to be 
omitted here." 

66 I would beg leave to mention to CoaPssw ha 
continues 66 that the eeaeon is firet approaching when 
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 lethes of e v q  kind will be wanted for the army.- 
Their distreos is alwady peat, and will be iucreased, 
as the weather Becomes mow severe. Our situation is 
now Bad, hut it is  much better than that of the mili- 
tip whwie  coming to join us from the states of Mas- 
aach- Bw and Counecticut, it1 consequence of 
the requisition of Congress. They, I am informed, 
b v e  not a single t e d  or necessary of any kind ; nor 
aanlcmaive  how it will be possible to aupport them." 
A d  in another place, he says 6' these Eastern re-in- 
hrcmenta have not a single necessary, not a pan or 
a kettle, in which we are now greatly deficient. 

The  despatch of the twenty-fourth, above alluded b 
contains these words. 66 W e  are now as it were up- 
on the eve of aaotl~er dissolution of an army. The re- . 

lnembraace of the difficulties which happened upon the 
occasion last year ; the consequences which might have 
followed the change, if proper advantages had been 
taken by the enemy, added to a knowledge of the 
temper and situation of the troops, reflect but a very 
gloomy prospect upon the appearance of thing8 now, 
and satisfy me, beyond the possibility of doubt, that, 
unless some speedy and effectual measures am adopt- 
ed by Bonpss ,  our clruee will be lost." 

Tbs whole of the letter is the decent manly argu- 
ment of a soldier, who saw clearly all he expressed. 
He urges an increase of pay-an enlistment for the 
waz, on say terme, ae not only the most powerful and 
certain, but the m o s t ~ n ~ m i c a l  meane of defence. 4' To 
bring men to a proper degree of subordination, is not 
the work of a day, a month, or a year ; and unhappily 
for rtr, tad the cause we are engaged in ; the little dis- 
cipline I have been laboring b establish in the army, 
under my b m d i a b  wmnland, irj in a manner dona 
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away, by having such a mixture of troops as have been 
called together within these few months." 

But, to return to the situation of the army. On the . 
day after the shameful retreat of the forces from Kipp's 
Bay, a severe skirmish took place between two batta- 
lions oflight infantry and Highlanders, with threecola- 
panies of Hessian Chasseurs, (riflemen) commanded 
by Brigadier General Leslie, and a detachment of 
American? under Lt. Col. Knowlton of Connecticut 
and Major Leech of Virginia. The  Colonel in the 
heat of the action 1-eceived a mortal wound, and fell 
at the head of his men. The Major received three 
balls through his body. The Americans behaved 
with admirable coolness and resolution, and fairly 
beat their adversaries by hard fighting. Their loss, 
except in their gallant Colonel, was very inconsidera- 
ble ; about forty were wounded. The loss of the ene- 
my, considering the numbers engaged, was severe ; 
amounting to nearly one hundred wounded and twen- 
ty killed. This little affair had a wonderful effect 
upon the Americans. These were the very men, who, 
but the day before had fled so shamefully at the first ap- 
proach of arr. enemy. They had feelings, and being de- 
termined to redeem their reputation, or perish, offered 
themselves as volunteers to encounter the enemy.- 
The result shewed what might be expected from the 
rabble of the army, if they were once disciplined and 
well officered. The affair was equally inspiriting 
to the commander in chief. His orders of the follow- 
ing day conhincd a handsome notice of the brave fol- 
lowers, and an energetick appeal to the manhood of 
the whole army. Yet something of the military spirit 
was forgotten in animadverting on a remarkable fact, 
t l ~ t  some of the inferiour offlcers had disobeyed hie or- 
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ders, and counteracted his schemes ; but with the best 
intentions. Such a circumstance shows, unequivo- 
cally, in what a galling state of dependence he was 
placed. At such a critical moment as this, he dared 
not make an example of those who had disobeyed him, 
because they had been victorious ; not even when it 
wae evident that, had they pursued his instructions, 
the enemy would have suffered much more. T o  have 
ealled a court martial on them might have chilled the 
ardour so newly kindled, and would have appeared to 
the army as harshness or cruelty. Yet it was neces- 
sary, and should have been done. - Examples were 
wanted ; and there never was a better opportunity. A 
court martial should have set upon every man engag- 
ed ; and, if they were convicted of disobedience, pun- 
ished them. Let the precedent beproclaimed, and then 
pardon them for their gallantry. The troops should 
he taught to see that they were punished for a violation 
of military laws, and rewarded for doing their duty. 
They should be made to know that it is more soldier- 
like to be conquered when doing their duty, than to 
conquer when acting against it+ Examples of both 
will be recollected. Oue of the naval Captains in 
the tirue of Elizabeth, who was stationed at a parti- 
cular post to watch the enemy, and knew it was death 
to disobey, recciviug intelligence that the enemy wero 
sailing from an unexpected quarter, abandoned his 
cruiiing ground to carry the information to his Ad- 
miral. The enemy were intercepted and captured. 
The officer was sent to London. 66 How dare you," 
said Elizabeth : '6 How dare you disobey your orders? 
You knew it was death." 6'Your Majesty," said the 
sailor, 66 I should be unworthy to command in the Bri- 
tish navy, if T hesitated to risk my life for mg coua- 

Y ~ L .  I. 64 
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try." A court was called ; he was sentenced to death- 
and immediately restored. By this judicious mea- 
s m  no precedent was afforded formdisobedience. And 
once, in Marlberough's army, a picket were found 
nearly starved to death at a great distance fmm camp. 
They had been ordered out, aud forgotten. When the 
Commanding Officer was asked if he did not know 
that the army had marched, he answered, yes. Why 
did you not follow, said the other-I had no orders, 
said he. Such is the nature of true discipline. I t  is, 
indeed, the glory and pride of the soldier. 

I t  was discovered, on the day after this skirmish, 
that a much larger number of the eaemy were enga- 
ged, than had been supposed at the time. This gave 
double animation to the conquerors. A charge had 
been made and continued with such impetuosity, as 
to drive the enemy entirely from their ground; but 
the troops were immediately recalled, lest the enemy 
shAld advance his reinforcements. I t  was afterwards 
found that this was the caee-a large body were on 
their road, when the Americans were withdrawn. The 
troops engaged were chiefly New Englanders and Vir- 
ginians. The attack had been begun too soon by 
part only, and to that circumstance their loss was chief- 
ly attributed. The first party were-afterwards rein- 
forced by apart of two Maryland regiments, and a de- 
tachment from the eastern troops, who instantly charg- 
ed the enemy with their bayonets, with such fury as 
to force them through the wood in which they wew 
posted, tb a plain, and were still furiously pushing np- 
on them when they were recalled. 

Another attack was now to be expected on the main 
army. I t  became evident,' from the movements of the 
enemy, that something important w4s meditated. 
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Their cannon were advanced towards ,the American 
ranks on the heights. Eight or, nine ships of war ran 
up the North River, as it was supposed, tocannonade 
the right flank of tbe Americans, when the land bat- 
teries were opened in front. 

The city hhd been taken possession of, immediate- 
ly &r the evacuation, by a brigade of the royal ar- 
my. They had been there but a few days, when a 8m 
broke out at a place where a pa* of their sailors had 
been frolicking,* which spread with unexampled fury. 
The buildings were then chiedy covered with shin- 
gles ; the weather had been extremely dry for some 
days ; a strong southerly wind prevailed at the time ; 
and it broke out about one dclock in the morning, at 
a seaeon when the town was almost empty of its ci- 
tizens-and the engin& and pumpe were chiefly out 
of order. About one thousand buildings were destroy- 
ed, and but for the exertion8 of the sailors and sol- 
diers with engines from the fleet, the whole city must 
bave been reduced to ashes. 

There were reports at the time that the fire appear- 
peared at the same moment in different quarters of the 
town; but this was afterwards contradicted ; and the 
calamity was cominonly ascribed to the disorderly con- 
duct of the sailors. Happening as it did--so imme- 
diately after Washington had made its destruction a 
subject of inquiry in Gongress : almost recommend- 
ing the measure to Congress-the circumstance of its 
having been delayed till after the enemy bad taken 
posscesion of it, could not of itself be sufficient to de- 
stroy the presumption that it was done by the Ameri- 
cans. I t  is now, perhaps, too late to determine the 
question-but this will be concedecl by all: that if it 
had been destroyed by Congrese, it woulcl not have 
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been avowed at the time, and probably never after- 
wards. 

The local jealousies and prejudices of the diierent . 
Provincials had now arrived at such a state of bitter- 
ness and acrimony, that it was beliived, the New Bn- 
gland and Pennsylvania troops would as willingly 
fight each other as the enemy ; while the diaoders ef 
the camp, and general licetltiousness of the men, ex- 
ceeded all belief. Many of the regimental Surgeons 
were in the daily practice of selling recommendations 
for furloughs and discharges for one shilling per man. 
One of the anspected number was arraigned, and ac- 
tually convicted of having sold them for six pence ; 
but instead of being hung up aa a mark of the most 
ehameless villainy, for the abhorrence of the whole ar- 
my, he was civilly drummed out of the camp. 

Several of the regimental Surgeons had never seen 
an operation performed, and were ignorant to a de- 
gree, that would never be credited in tbese days. And 
even those who had abilities, experience, and practice ; 
and were otherwise qualified, were deficient in the most 
necessary instrumente. -4 general return was order- 
ed ; and it appeared that in fifteen regiments for fif- 
teen Surgeons and as many Mate$, all the instruments, 
and they were private property, were six sets for am- 
putation ; two for trepanning ; fifteen cases for the 
pocket ; seventy five crooked and six straight needles ; 
four incision kuives and three pairs of forcepsfor ex- 
tracting bal13. Such a deficiency in one department, 
and that so important as the hospital, will enable u s  
to judge of that in all the others. 

While the American army thus occapied the extre- 
mity of. the island, in constant expectation of an at- 
tack, with troops so ill calcul+ted, from the cliscour- . 
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aging circumstances partially. enumerated above, to 
resist it, an attempt was made by a small party under 
Colonel Jackson on one of the British outposts upon 
Mutineer Island. The party, with two pieces of can- 
non, descended Haerlem River in five flat bottomed 
boats, a b ~ u t  five in the morning. Tile post was guard- 

- ed by only eighty men. One of tho boats, as they ap- 
proached, was Bred upon by the Brune frigate, at an- 
chor near the island, and sunk. The Colonel land- 
ed, attacked the party with great spirit, bnt was wound- 
ed, deserted by his troops and compelled to retreat 
with the loss of a gallant officer, and two and twenty 
men. 

About four weeks after the evacuation, on the twelfth 
of October, General Howe having matured his plan 
for cutting off the cornrnt~nication between the Eastern 
States and the American army, began an attempt to 
enclose them and bring on a general engagement. This 
very step might havd been taken a full month earlier, 
under greater advantages, if the account of his force and 
supplies may be relied upon ; but General Howe was 
also a caotious, extremely cautious commander.- 
With this view the major part of the army passed 
throubh Hurl  ate, entered the Sound, and landed on 
Troy's Neck, in West Chester County, on the i%th 
of October. Two (lays after this movement, General 
Lee arrived from the Southern department : he had 
been anxiously expected, and his arrival was hailed 
by the whole army as a most anspicbns event. His 
success at the South, and his being a foreigner, were 
sufficient to excite such feelings in raw troops, had his 
abilities and reputation been thrown entirely out of 
the question. The entire effective force of the Ame- 
ricans, including militia, may be wtifnatecl at the time 
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of his anival, with much certainty, at nineteen thou- 
sand. The whole army were looking for his presence 
ss the signal of battle. He found a prevailing inclina- 
tion among the superiour oficers to remain on the is- 
land, which he endeavoured to counteract by his at- 
most efforts, urging with some degree of vehemence, 
the necessity of an instant removal to East or Weat 
Chester. 

A number of regiments Bad been sent away some 
day@ before, to delay the operations of the enemy : 
aud it was so 6Sectually done, that the royal army had 
spent six days at this most critical season in attempt- 
ing to land on the continent over a broken causeway, 
when there were many other places where it might 
have been effected without difEculty or molestation. 

In  the mean time, the second division of foreign 
troops had arrived at New York ; there were even- 
ty sail, with four thousand Hessians, one thousaud 
Waldeckers, twe companies of ohasseurs, or riflemen, 
two hundred English recruits and two thousand bag- 
g a p  horses. They had left St. Helm's June RSth, 
were driven into Plymouth July 7th, and there detaia- 
ed till the 19th. By this reinforcement, Sir William 
Howe's force was encreased to thirty seven thousand 
men ; he immediately determined on a more vigorous 
exertion of his power, and had already begunsa new 
system of operations at the moment of General Lee's 
prrival in the American camp. 

The remonstrances of this General had this akct  : a 
council of war was called on the l6thof October, when 
by. manly and tnnk exposom of their perilous siha- 
tion; the enemy having the command of the water on 
both sides of them ; a strong force in their front and 
rear ; and.the only chance of retreat -left being by a 
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bridge, which they must pass immediately, or be en- 
tirely enclosed--aresolution was obtained for the com- 

, pleta and inetant evacuation of the whole island.- 
' General Lee also recommended, and even urged with 

earnestness the abandonment of Fort Washington ; 
but in this measure, he was opposed by the steadiness 
of General Greene, who contended that the possession 
of that poet would divert a large portion of the enemy 
from acting; with the main body; and in conjunction 
with fort Lee, on the Jersey side, would be of the ut- 
most eervice .in covering the transportation of provi- 
sions and stores up the North River, for the use of 
the American army. He added, further, that the gar- 
rison could be brought off at any time by boats from 
the Jersey side, aud his opinion prevailed. I t  is known 
however, that Washington was with those who wished 
to abandon this post, which so materially contributed 
to the subsequent disasters of the army. The system of , 

defence, evacuation and retreat was therefore adopted 
in its fullest extent, as a general plan, and as a first 
step, the garrison of lfort Washington, amounting to 
tbree thousand, were left at the meroy of the enemy. 

General Howe was at length ready to strike the 
loug meditated blow. After posting Lord Percy with 
two brigades. of British, and one of Hessian troops, 
amoubting to about five thousand, in the lines near 
fiaerlem, to protect New-York from the garrison at 
Fort Washington, and a delay, of six days already 
mentioned, at Troy's Neck, advanced to the vicinity of 
New Rochelle, on the eighteenth of October. On their 
march they were constantly annoyed by a party of 
Americans, whom Glenera1 Lee had posted behind a 
wall. Their advance was twice repulsed, and the 
Americans did ad quit their post till the British threw 
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their whole force into solid columns, when they gave 
their several vollies, and retreated, as they had been 
ordered. The Americans had a small number kill-  
ed and about sixty wounded, but the loss of the enemy 
was much more severe, being unprotected and constant- 
ly maneuvering. On the %list, General Howe moved 
his right and centre two miles to the northward of 
New Rochelle, on the road to the 'whi te  Plains, 
where he reoeived, on the 224 a large reinforcement 

- of Hessians and Waldeckers, under General Knyp- 
hauseii. 

Owing to tlie clistressing scarcity of wagon and ar- 
tillery horses in the American army, the removal of 
their baggage was painful, laborious, and sluggish in 
the extrcme. The few teams that could be obtained 
were utterly inacrequate to the purpose, and the' de- 
kiency could only be supplied by the labour of the 
soldiers, who toiled night and day at the artillery and 
baggage. During the retreat, General Washington 
collstsntly presented a front to the enemy, extending 
i h m  East Cl~ester nearly to the White Plains, on the 
Emtern side of the high way. - This eEectually pro- 
tected the rear, which was uncommonly encumbered 
with tbe sick, cannon, and stores of the army, and pre- 
vented, what was most to be feared, their being out- 
flanked. T h e  line then presented a chain of small, 
entrenched and u~iconnected camps, occupying suc- 
cessively every height and rising ground, from Valen- 
tine's Hill, about a mile from Kingsbridge, on the 
right, and extending almost to the White Plains, on 
tlre left. 

Somelittle skirmishing took place during the march, 
the result of which served to inspirit the Americans. 
l ' l ~ e  most trivial circumstnnccs are not disregarded on 
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occasions of despondency. A small party of Oolonel 
Hand's riflemen, about two hundred and forty, enga- 
ged a detachment of Hessian chasseurs, and drove 
them in. T h e  former had one man mortally wounded, 
but the Hessians left ten dead on the field. An attempt 
was made to cut off a regiment of the enemy which 
had been advanced to Momaria Neck. T h e  expedi- 
tion was entrusted to Colonel Hazlet, but did not suc- 
ceed to the extent that had been anticipated. T h e  Ame- 
rican advance under Colonel Greene of Virginia, fell 
in with their outguard and brought off thirty six per- 
sons, sixty muskets, and some blankets. T h e  number 
of the enemy's killed could not be certain13 known ; 
it was said that twenty five were counted; but the 
American loss mas two killed, ancl ten or twelve 
wounded, among w horn was Colonel Greene, danger- 
ously. 

T h e  royal army, enabled by their facilities for tran- 
  port at ion, to move with greater freedom and celeri- 
ty than the Americans, advanced on the 25th of Ocb 
tober, and took a strong position with the Bronx in 
front. T h e  latter immediately made a correspondent 
movement, broke up their line of detached camps, left 
a corps for the protection of Kingabridge, and concen- 
trated their whole strength in the White Plains, be* 
hind the entrenchments previously thrown up by their 
advance. In this position, Bencral Howe having con- 
summated his plan for bringing his cautious advance . 
to a decisive action, advanced against the Ameri- 
cans on the S t h  in twocolumns ; his left under Gene- 
ral Heisler. Before noon the American advance par- 
ties were driven in, ancl the enemy formed with his 
right upon the road to Momarioneck, about a mile 
from the Amcrican centre; and with his left npon the 

YOL. I. 65 
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'Brow, about the same distance from the right flank 
of the American entrenchments. 

General MdDougall, with sixteen hundred men, had 
been advancedby Washington, to a commandiug emi- 
nence, separated from the right flank of the Americans 
by the Bronx, which by its windings, protected him 
from the left of the Royal force: And General Leslie w ith 
the second British Brigade ; the Hessian Grenadiers, 
under Colonel Donop, and a battalion of Hessian in- 
fantry were ordered on the twenty-eighth to dislodge 
him. With this uiew, a brisarle of the Hessians, un- 
der Colonel Rhal, passed the Bronx, and while the 
other troops assailed General MiUougall in frout, 
gained a position which enabled them to annoy his 
flank. The hill, however, was defended against this 
force and twelve pieces of artillery, for more that1 an 
hour, though General M'Dougall was deserted by two 
thirds of his men ; four whole regiments of militia had 
abandoned him in the commencement of the action, at 
the approach of a h a l l  body of light horse, not ex- 
ceeding two hundred and Afty. 

During this attempt to dislodge General M~Doupl l ,  
the American baggage was moved off iu full view of 
the British army ; and a scattering fire was contiuned 
along the adjoining walls and enclosures. The Ame- 
ricans lost forty-seven killed and seventy wounded, 
and by a return said to have been found on the field, 

' a common expedient with the Alnericana at this time, 
for discovering the superior loss of the British, that of 
the enemy was said to have been ten offickrs, inclu- 
ding Colonel Leslie, and one hundred and forty-three 
privates killed and wonncled. From the advantage 
of position, pos~eesed by the Aluericans, there seems 
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to be nothing unreasonable in allowing so small a pro- 
portion. 

Soon after this, the Hessian grenadiers were moved 
forward, within reach of the American cannon ; with 
the second British brigade in  their rear, and two Hes- 
sian brigades on the left of the second ; the eighth and 
dentre maintaining their ground. I n  this position, the 
whole royal army lay upon their arms, impatiently 
waiting for the left to make their attack. But during; 
the night, Washington changed his front ; his left kept 
its post, while his right fell back and occupied a range 
of hills. I n  this admirable position, with his works 
encreased and. strengthened, he was prepared and 
wished to receive the enemy. But Sir William Howe, 
was too wary to assail him, and on the twenty-ninth, 
after an ineffectual attempt to dislodge a small force 
under Colonel Glover, from a hill he had occupied, 
drew off his army towards Dobb'e Ferry, determin- 
ing, as he said, to defer a general action until a rein- 
forcement, which was hourly expected under Earl 
Pcrcy, who had been left to watch the garrison at 
Fort Washington ; and the Americans filed off in a 
north eastern direction. 

General Howe, it is said, was afterwards asked 
by General Lee, while a prisoner, why he did not at- 
tack Washington at tliis time ? His reply was that 
he had formed a second line. But the Americas de- 
cipline was so defective, and the difficulty with wbich 
new troops resist the contagion.of a panick, so great, 
that it was thought, if General Howe had made the at- 
tempt, and broken the first line, the second would pro- 
bably have been thrown into confusion. T o  such spe- 
culations, it is enough to reply, that General Wwh- 
ingtun knew h b  men, and wished for the attack. 



At the time of the engagement between General Led 
lie and &nerd MiDougall, while the Americanbag- 

, gage was moving off, General Lee severely condemned 
the manner in which the American army were drawn 
up. He declared that, if the enemy should attack the 
centre and bring on a general engagement,. the Ame- 
ricans must meet with a total defeat, or lose all their 
baggage, with all the labour and expense just incur- 
red in procuring new means of transportation. But the 
precautions of Washington were altogether directed 
to another object, he had no fears on this account; his 
operations were constantly made toprevent the enemy 
from outflanking him. The question can only be dc- 
eided by military men, with an exact knowledge of all 

' 
the circumstances at the time ; ahd the military char- 
&ter of Wnshin,$on, may be safely put against that 
of General Lee, in the issue. Washington was -1, 
prudent and collected. Lee headstrong, impetuous 
and daring. The former was the best soldier to keep 
a country; the latter the best to win it. And here 
was no couutry to be won but kept ; it was exclusive- 
ly a war of defence. 

The American lossduring these evolutitms and skir- 
mishing~ was very inconslderable. A few privates 
and four otl8cers only were taken by the enemy. At 
fist, it was apprehended to be much more severe; but 
the missing militia were constantly returning to camp 
after their terrour, had abated. A few prisoners, and 
among them a small number of Hessians and Wal- 
deckers, who testified some astonishment when they 
found they were to be neither tortured nor scrlpecl, 
when captured by the Americans. 

The reihforcement under Lord Percy arrived ; and 
General Howe determined to attack Washington in 
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his trenches. Reparations were made for the evening 
of the thirty-first, but a heavy rain delayed the at- 
tempt beyond the appointed hour, and it was after- 
wards postponed, although the clay was serene. 

A deserter during tbe same day to the Americana; 
gave Washington intelligence of this design, and in 
the course of the following night, he withdrew hia 
troops-totally abandoned his camp, and on the morn- 
ing of November first, occupied the high grounds in 
North Castle District, about two miles distant, leav- 
ing a strong rear in the woods and on the heights at 
White YlILins. So soon as this was known to the Bri- 
tish General, he ordered this corps to be attacked, 
but again he was prevented fmm effecting his purpose 
b r  a violent rain. The town of White Plains was set 
on fire by their rem guard, with all the forage near 
the lines, and entirely consumed. The above mea- 
sure in the bitterness of party auimosity, was charged 
to the American Commander, but it l~ecame evident, 
afterwards, that the burning of the village was wholly 
owing to the misconduct of Colonel Austin, fromMas- 
sachusetts. 

After these manoeuvres, Washington, with part of 
his army, crossed the North River, and took a posi- 
tion on the Jersey side, near Fort Lec, opposite Fort 
Washington, leaving seven thousand five huntlred 
men under General Lee, at North Castle. 

General Howe presuming that Washington could 
not be drawn into an engagement, on the fifth of No- 
vember, abancloned all his works in the American 
front, and made an u~iexpectetl movement towards the 
North River. 66 The design of this manaeuvre," Bars 
Washington in his despatch of the sixth, 66 is amatter 
of much conjectnre and opeculation, and cannot be 
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accounted for with any degree of certainty. The 
grounds we had taken possession of were strong and 
advantageous, and such as they could not have gained 
without quch loss of blood, in case an attempt had 
been made. 1 had taken every possible precaution to - 
prevent their outflanking us ; which may have led to 
the present measure. They may still have in view 
their original plan, and by sudden wheel, try to ac- 
complish it. lletachments' are constantly out to ob- 
sewk their motions, and to harrass them rs much as 
possfble." - 

'6 Ia respect to myself," he continues, aner some 
others remarks, 4' I cannot indulge an idea that Ge- 
neral HOW& supposing, he is going to New-Pork, 
means to close the campaign aud sit down without at- 
tempting something more. I think it highly probable 
and almost certain, that he will make a descent with 
part of his troops into Jersey : and as soon as I am 
satisfied that the present manaeuvre is real and not a 
feint, I shall use every means in my power to forward 
a part of Cur force to counteract his designs ; nor shall 
I be disappointed if he sends a detachment to the 
southward, for the purpose of making a pinter cam- 
paign." 

About this time too, Sir William Howe had as- 
sembled a number of transports at Red Hook, with 
three tilotisand troops, witb a designsf visiting Rl~ode 
Island. There was no observed secrecy in the trans- 
action, and perhaps from that very reason, it was be- 
lieved by Washington to be destined to that part of 
the country, for he seems to have regarded it as the 
first step to a southern expedition. 

In another place" under the same date, he says 
'6 I expect the enemy, will send their form against 
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Fort Washington, and invest it immediately." And 
this, it soon appeared was the real design of ffle move- 
ment made by Sir WilLiam Howe. General Knyp- 
hausen had already been advaeced to secure the 
heights, in the neighbourhood of Kingsbridge, the mo- 
ment they were evacuated by the Americans, who 
withdrew to Fort Washington. I n  the mean time se- 
veral ships, disregarding all ttle obstructions in the 
North River, had ascended it ; a circumstance calling 
imperiously on the Americans to change their plans of 
defence, and prepare for some new and important en- 
terprise of their enemy. On the eighth, Washington 
in writing to General areen, mentioned this circum- 
stance, ancl expressed an opinion decidedly against 

. longer hazardiug at Fort Washington, but giving no 
positive orders for its evacuation, as the character of 
General Greene, who was on the spot, made it jus titi- 
able to leave him with a discretionary power, either 
of abandoning it, or defending it to the last extremity. 
T o  this General GCreene replied, that he did not think 
the garriso~l in any danger ;.they could be brought off ' 
at pleasure, were very useful in diverting a large force 
from the main body of the enemy. 6' This post" said' 
he, speaking of Fort Lee, from which UTashington 
had recommended an immediate removal of the stores, 
66 is o fao  importance only in conjunction with Mount 
Washington. I was over there last evening, and the 
enemy seem to be disposing matters to bosiege the 
place. Colonel Morgan, (the commander at Fort 

- Washington,) thinks it will take them till December 
expires, before they can carry it. If the enemy do 
not find it an object of importance,t&ey will not trou- 
ble themselves about it ; if they do, it is a full yroef 
thst they feel an injury from our possessing it. Our 



. . @v-imgitapwillapen a f r e e ~ ~ w i t h  tb 
ceantry, by r a y  of Kingsbridge, tb@ most be 8 gat 
adrantap to t k m  d injury to us-" 

In jastice to the rcpot.tioa uf this able dmr,  that . . 
h iunasoasugb tbeseenfor   to^ 
tbis pod, from r h k b  s m h  disrstrans consequences en- 
men. tbe above extract is fiithfally given. 

While Sir William H e r e  rrrs &as taking advan- 
tage of the absence of the commander in cbief and 
ff cneml Lee, for tbe reduction of this important post, 
the former crossed the North River and took tbe po- 
sition previously mentioned, near Fort Lee. As tBc 
diesolation of the A m e h  army was now approach- 
ing, with the end of the year, and one body of three 

, thousand men were within three days of their dis- 
charge, be applied to ,M&ssachusetts for roar thousand 
militia, a d  General Lee on the sixteenth, a d d d  
thme whose terms of service had expired, with the at- 
mnst earnestness-appealed to their feelings as men, 
.I, noldiers, on whose condact the very salvation of 
their country was at stake, not to desert him at so cri- 
tical a moment, hut a11 in vain. They abandoned the 
army, leaviug only General Lincoln, with one hnn- 
dred slid lfty of their number. 

On the fifteenth, the w a l  arm+approached Mount 
Washington, and sent a summons to Colonel Alor- 
Ran ; to which Ire replied that the post sliould be de- 
funcleclh the l a d  extremity. Intelligence of this wae 
carried to Waehington ; be repaired to Forl Lee, and 
had nearly crogcrod the North River, for the purpose 
of aiding in the defence, when he met General Grcena 
and General Putnam returning; they informed him 
that the troop8 were in high spirits, and would make 
a gallant defenc-it wae late,h the evening, h s  re. 
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turned. At this time the garrison might have be& 
withdrawn-there was a misgiving in the mind of 
Washington : but even he did not believe the danger 
so imminent that r, night was to determine the fate of 
the garrison. 

On the following day, November 16th, the royal 
army advanced against the post in four daerent points. 
While the enemy were approaching, Generals Wash- 
ington, Putnam, Glreene, and Colonel Knox, with their 
Aids, had crossed the river, and were hastening to the 
fort, when a sudden eense of their imprudence, fortu- 
nately induced them to return. 

The h t  attack on the north side was conduct- 
ed by General Knypbausen, at the head of two co- 
lumns of Hessians and Waldeckers. The second, on 
the eastern side, was made by two battalions of guarde, 
supported by Lord Cornwallis, with a body of grena- 
diers and the thirty third regiment. These two parties 
crossed Haerlem Creek, in boats, and landed on the 
dmerican right. The third attack, meant as a feint, 
was conducted by Lieutenant Colonel Stirling, with 
the forty second. The fourth division was under Lord 
Percy, with his reinforcements from the south of the 
island. Each party was supported by a powerful and 
well served artillery. 

T h e  party under General Knyphausen was com- 
pelled to pass through a thick wood, where a regi- 
ment of riflemen under Colonel Rawling were posted. 
Between these parties an action immediately com- 
menced, which waa continued with unexampled spi- 
rit until the Hessians had lost a great number of their ' 
men. 

In  the mean time, a body of the British light infan- 
try advanced against a party of Americans, wbowere 
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poetad upon a steep and almost inaccessible eminewe, 
wbich poured a very destructive are from behind the 
rocks and trees; and after sdering severely, drove 
them from their position, and thus aecnred the landing 
of the main body. 

Lord Percy carried an advanced werk on his side ; 
and Colonel Stirling, with the forty secoed, and two 
battalions of the second brigade, effeded a landing en 
the left of the American lines, forced hi8 way to' tbe 
summit of a steep' hill, took one hundred and seventy 
prisoners, and then crossed the island. A detabchment 
from the American flying camp, who were stationed 
upon the lines, abandoned them after a alight resist- 
ance, and erowded tumultuously within tbe fort; inb 
which, alao, Colonel Magaw had determined to W 
himself, when thus he saw the lines forsaken. 

I n  the mean time, Colonel Rhal, wholed tbe rigbt 
column of Knyphausen's attack, pushed forwad and 
lodged his tnnps within one hundred yard8 of the 
fort, where he waa soon joined by the hft mlnme. A 
mmmons was then repeated, and the garrison sturen- 
dered as prisoners of war; the otllcers keeping their 
side arms and baggage. The tdal loss ef the Wltish 
has been represented, but very erroneously, at twelve 
hundred. In  a letter of November Rlst, it is there sta- 
ted by Washington himself, as communicated by Go- 
lone1 Cadwallader, who was paroled-That of t h  
Hessians, about three bundred privates and twenty 
seven etecers were killed and wounded : a b u t  forty 
of the British troops and two or three d c m .  No pd- 
soners, of course, were taken : and the total, instead 
of twelve hundred, was only three hundred and seven- 
ty. That of the gainers, the same letter says, (( was 
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very inconsiderable ;" but does not mention the num- 
ber. 

The number of yriollcre taken in the fort has been 
generally stated at about twenty seven hundred, and 
from that to three thousand : . if to the former be ad- 
ded those which had been pmviously captured by 
Colonel Btirling, the total will amount to twenty eight 
hundred and seventy, which reduces the difference to 
a very inconsiderable number : but there is yet some- 
thing inexplicable in the whole account. On the 23th 
of October Wauhington states, in his despatch of that 
day, that there were fourteen hundred at Fort Wash- 
ington, and six hundred at Kingsbridge. These were 
afterwards united, and amounted to only two thou- 
sand. And again on the 46th of November, the ve- 
ry day after the enemy appeared before the E'ort, 
Washington w r i h  thue. ' 6  When the army moved up 
in consequence of General Howe's landiag at Frog 
Point, Colouel Magaw was left in that command, with 
about twelve hundred men, and orders given to defend 
it to the last ;" then, after ohserving that he hadcoun- 
termanded these orders, and left the defence entirely 
to Qamral areene, he proceeds-" General Greene, 
s h c k  with the importance of the post, and the dis- 

, couragement which our evacuation of pwts must ne- 
cessarily have given, reinforced Colonel Magaw with 
detachments from several regiments of the flying camp, 
but chiefly of Pennsylvania, so as .to wake up their 
number a h t  two t h o u ~ a g d . ~  Another circumstance 
which contributes to the proof that the garrisonamount- 

' 

ed to only two, instead of three thousaod, is this :- 
the letter from which the last extract is taken, is offi- 
cial, and was not written until the g s ~ ~ i s o n  had sur- 
rendered ; at which time it cannot be supposed that 
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Washington was eo ignorant of its force, as to esti- 
mate it atone thousand men less than the truth. 

The letter continues : Cc Early this morning Colo- 
nel Magaw pmted his troops partly in the lines thrown 
up by our army, on our f is t  coming thither from 
New Pork, and partly on a commanding hill lying 
north of Mount Washington. I n  this position the at- 
tack began about ten o'clock, which our troops stood 
and returned the fire in such a manner as gave me 
great hopes the enemy were entirely repulsed. But 
at this time a body of troops crossed Haerlem river in 
boats, and landed inside of the second lines, our troops 
being then engaged in the first. 

'6 Colonel Cadwallader, who commanded in the 
lines, sent off a detachment to oppose them ; but they, 
being overpowered by numbers, gave way ; upon which 
Colonel aadwallader ordered his troops to retreat in 
order to gain the fort. I t  was done with much con- 
fusion ; and the enemy crossing over, came upon them 
in such a manner that a number of them surrendered. 

6' At this time the Heseians advanced on the north 
side of the fort in very large bodies. They were re- 
ceived by the troops posted there with proper spirit, 
and kept back a considerable time ; but at length, 
they were also obliged to submit to a superiority of 
numbers, and retire under the cannon of the fott." 

Washington then concludes, dfter mentioning that 
'the garrison had -surrendered prisoners of war, and . 
that he had sent a billet to the commanding otiicer di- 
recting him to hold out until evening, when he should 
be brought off; but which arrived too late, as the trea- 
ty was concluded so far that he could not retractin 
these words : '6 The loss of such a number of ofecere 
and men, many of whom have been trained ~ 4 t h  more 
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than common attention, will, I fear, be sorely felt." 
And this is all he says of an event which shook the . 

whole continent of America; an event which in ita con- 
sequences reduced the hopes of the country to despon- 
dency. 

On the day of the attack General Greene and some 
other oflicers united to undertake the defence of the 
fort. The  former censured Colonel Magaw for suf- 
fering the troops to crowd into the fort, when they 
abandoned the lines, instead of ordering-them to the 
brow of the hilt facing the north, to encounter the Hes- 
sians ; and was of opinion, further, that if they had 
been so posted, the royal army might have been kept 
at bay till night, when the troops could have been 
brought off. There can be little question that if (3e- 
nerd f reene had been in command at the time, that 
a more resolute defence would have been made, and if 
the enemy had not been repulsed, he would have main. 
tained his position, at all hazards for one night, which 
might have saved the garrison. 

From the position in which Washington was plac- 
ed, he could distinctly see his soldiere bayonetted, 
while upon their knees, with their hands uplifted, and 
even at that hour, great as must have been his anxie- 
ty, when the fate of so important a post wae at  take, 
the feelings of the man were as conspicuous as those 
of the soldier. I t  is said, he was affeded with the 
butchery even to tears : and General Lee, to whom 
the fate of the post was sent by express, so far for- 
got the natural aud unbending stateliness of his cha- 
racter, as to hunt into the most passionate exclama- 
tions, accompanied also with team. I t  was indeed a 
terrible blow. Even on the iQth, he hnd not recover- 
ed his composure ; far he wrote thus to Waabgkm 
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on that day--t' Oh Beneral, why would you be over- 
persuaded by men of inferiourjadgment to your own ? 
I t  wan a cursed affair!" The  defence of the post had 
always appeared impossible to this ementrick man. 
T h e  moment he was told that it was determined to 
maintain it, he exclaimed. "then we are undone!" 
Bee I. Wilkinson's Memoirs, iO8, for a letter of hie 
to General Gates, in which he says, " Entre  now,  a 
certain great man is damnably deficient." 

Fort Washington being reduced, the whole energy 
of Sir William Howe was directed immediately against 
Fort Lee. This is situated upon a narrow neck of 
land about ten miles in extent, with the North River 
on oue side, and the Hackinsack, and the English 
Neighhurhood, one of its branches, on the other side; 
neither of which were fordable near the works. Thia 
neck joins the main land nearly opposite the commu- 
nication between theNorth and East Rivers, at Kings- 
bridge. I t  had always been regarded as an append- 
age to Fort Washington, and after the fall of that, 
every effort had been making to recover the stores, ar- 
tillery, and ammunition ; the last of which wao com- 
pletely effected, but the other fell into the hands of tho 
enemy. It was not intended to withstand the enemy 
for an hour; preparations for abandoning were alrea- 
dy on foot, when on the i5th of November, in themom- 
ing, Lord Cornwallis, with the first and second bat- 
talions of light infantry ; two companies of chnssegrs; 
two battalions of British and two of Hessian grena- 
dim ; two battalions of guards, and the thirty third 
aad M y  secosd Fegiment61, passed through this cormnu- 
nication in boats, aiid landed between Dobb's Ferry 
and Fort Lee, about a mile and a half from the English 
noighbourbood. An account of this moveseent wrs 
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brought to Gleneral Greene, while in bed. An imme- 
diate evacuation was resolved upon. The gafison 
were directed to gain the English Neighboorhaod, 
which would secure their retreat ; and aa exprees was 
dispatched to Washington at the Hacknaack town. 
The main body were drawn up in front of the enemy, 
eo as to secnre the bridge, and Washingtontook com- 
maid of them, while General Greene returned to sea 
cure the remainder, and collect the etragglers, which 
was happily effected. In  the mean time the enemy, ' 

aa soon as he had gained the high ground in his front, 
formed, and advanced against the fort, extanding them* 
selves in their pmgrcss, to seize on the passes over 
the river. 

By the decisive movement of the energetick GCreene, 
much was done to counteract the evil impressions 
agbinst him for the share he had in the loss of the 
garrison at the other fort, and the garrison was snatch- 
ed from the enemy when almost within hisreach ; with 
the low, it is true, of all their artillery, then a most 
important cousideration ; a quantity of tents which 
could hot be replaced, and some stores ; with ninety 
aiae privates and six d c e r s  taken by the enemy. 

The purpose of Lord Cornwallh was to throw hi, 
trsops actma, from the place of landing, eo far ae the 
Haakinsack bridge, which would have enclosed the 
garriaon between the North and Hackinsack livers, 
where they muat have fallen speedily, by some means 
or-&her ; by land or water ; as it had already been 
demomtmted that the obstructions in the North River 
could not prevent the passage of ships. I t  woe, in- 
deed, a critical moment. 

Lord Cornwallis tnight have effected his pnrpoae 
with much greater f~cility than Greene could have 
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, prevented him : Hiis Lordship was within a mile and 
a half of tbe field; and it was four miles from the 
fort to the road approaching the head of the English 
Neighbourhood, when Greene amused his brdship 
by manoeuvering his troops as if for battle, till Wash- 
ington had secured the bridge over the Hackinsack. 

The attention of Congress had, at intervals, from 
their f i s t  assembly, been strongly directed to the im- 
portance of a navy. There were those among the 
Americans who remembered that their adversary had 
once been as helpless as themselves in that most im- 
portant engine of warfare, to a maritime people ; and 
how formidable she had became, solely on account of 
her navy. They reflected that the materials wew all 
within. their reach ; and that their extensive sea coast 
and innumerable harbours at the same time would fur- 
nish a uavy with employment, and protection. I t  is not 
to be eupposed that, at that very early period, they saw 
all the advantages of a navy. What was then specu- 
lation, has since become fact ; what was then prophe- 
cy, has in late days been fulfilled. But even specu- 
lation and propliecy did not then imagine or predict 
such facts ( ~ 9  have since occurred to demonstrate the 
indispensable importance of a navy to America. 
They had then little experience, were impressed with 
respect for that of Great Britain, and had little leisure 
to reflect upon, or investigate the subject properly. I t  
was seen that, although not an island, America was 
only to be approached by water ; that, although %he 
might never be able to barricade her coast with a line 
of battle ships ; or entrench her whole frontier be- 
hind her wooden walls, she was yet invulnerable, if 
she could defend her' shores ; that ships can only be 
fought by ships, that the most valuable commerce of 
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@reat Britain was at the mercy of the Americans- 
and could only be protected by convoys as numerous 
as their merchantmen ; that America ought not ta 
strive in battle with her enemy on the waters ; that 

- 

she wanted no fleets-no navy for disputing the em- 
pire of the ocean, but a few swift sailers, that c o d 4  
run or fight at  pleasim. 

With these considerations operating upon Con- 
gress, a naval committee after repeated propositions 
and consultations produced a report which terminat- 
ed od the twentieth of November, in a resolution for 
the immediate building and equipment of three se- 
venty -fours, five thirty-six gun frigates, and one 
eighteen gun brig, to be built in Massachusetts, 
New Hampshire, Pennsylvania, Virginia and Mary- 
land. 

On the 22d of November, General Washington, 
retreated to Newark, N6w Jersey, where hia wllole 
force, on being mastered, was found to be only three 
thousand five hundred men. His troops had aban- 
doned him in whole companies on his 'march : a 
heavy despondency lay upon the hearts of the whole 
people of America. Yet, threatening as were the pros- 
pects of the future; gloomy aswaa the present; he ntood 
amid the dreadful calm, a9 if fully anticipating the 
storm that was to burst upon him, and feeling that it 
was not to be avoided, but met. Were it for him to 
disarm it of its terrours, it had been done ; but it was 
impossible. America was not to be sheltered from 
the tempest ; but with the sublimity of great minds in 
adversity he looked forward with the hope of rescu- 
ing something from the wreck. There were heighta 
in America, yet inacceesible to tbe enemy ; rampartr 
that were not to be stormed by the soldiers of the 
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earth : He could abandon the shores of his country 
r e t r e a t  to her mountains with a few faithful follow- 
er-, and there amid clouds .ncl snows, hang out the 
banner of his dmerica, in defiance to her oppressors. 
('-Where liberty was, there was his country;" he felt 
himself wedded to her fate. and was her appointed cham- 
pion. I t  was not at this nor at that side of a river; 
it was not on the molintain or in the valley ; the city or 
the wilderness that he cared to clwel1;-it was where 
man walked erect; stood upright before his Maker , 
-the pathless wood, tbe mountain and the desert 
were places of refuge provided, by heaven itself, for 
the great and good. There in the last hold of liberty 
he would be found at bay by his hunters. 

Whither sball .we go? said he at  this time to a 
favourite officer-if we retreat to the back parts of 
Pennsylvania, will the Pennsylvanians support us? 
That  officer saw nothing but discouragement,-'If 
the lower counties," said he, in reply, ciare sub- 
dued and abandon our conrse, the back counties 
will do the same." Washington was silent for a 
moment-the memory of what 'he was, of what he 
might have been with soldiers worthy of him, came 
over his spirit, and he was disturbed ; but only for a 
moment; collecting all the force of his charaoter, 
embodying his whole seul iu one sentence, which 
ought never to be forgotten, he added, 6' we must 
retire to Virginia-numbers will repair to us for safe- - 
ty ; we must carry on a predatory war, and if over- 
powered we must cross the Alleghanies." 

What  a spirit was tbere! what should acountry 
despair of from a chief, who with all the inflexibility 
of the Roman had not his weakness-would not offer 
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himself at the threshold of the templo--would not 
perish with the liberties of his country ; but dared to 
survive them, and if he fell, would fall not at the en- 
trance, but within the deepest recesses of the sanctu- 
ary, grasping the horns of the altar. He would not 
desert the hopes of his ~ountry during the earliest ce- 
remonies of their sepulture, but would watch round 
them for Home propitious hour, when they should 
burst their cemetery and reappear in more awful sub- 
limity and potency. 

During the whole of his life ; (luring the whole of 
the revolution when the master spirits of their race 
buckled on their armour and came forth in their 
strength ; when the feeble dropped away, aud the 
strong were scattered, and when only the mightieet 
survived the trial, there was never a sentiment utter- 
ed so worthy of America. 

Hitherto the enemy had seen Washington, with 
the remnant of a disorderly rabble, vainly strug- 
gling to repress his own generous feelings, to hide 
the anguish of a soldier, and they almost pitied him. 
Hitherto his countrymen had seen him in r e t r e a t  
the enemy hanging on his footsteps-turning on his 
pursuers in desperation-struggliug with them when 
hope had abandoned him ; yet all this time with an ar- 
my powerful in numerical force. T o  day battling in 
his entrenchments; now facing his enemy, and now fly- 
ing before him ; circumstances most trying to the best 
established reputation-a mode of trial too, which 
none but the truly great can abide. Popularity is 
easily gajned and more easily lost. But Washington 
was never popular in the usual acceptation of the 
word. His wae that enduring reputation w h i ~ h  



turns away frtm pepular eulegy, in cal'm disqyrobah 
Gon ; that reputation which eaellliea are the b t  to 
proclaim. I t  is the protracted growth of years ; and 
its decay whatever be the causes thereof, is equally 
slow. Thus had Washington been viewed till tBis 
cs3amii;itu's hour, when his hopes were all in an army 
of three thousand five hundred men. But suppose 
his last hope had failed-that he had been deserted 
by his last battalion, by his soldiers and countrymen, 
which would have been more.than probable had 6bib 
little band been cut to pieces; that with a few of 
those whose Beads w m  aa lofty as his own, he bad 
abandoned the plains and sought the mountains ; that 
the name of Washington had beenthunclwed from the 
heights of the Alleghaeies-where no artillery could 
approach, and where a navy would be derided-sur- 
rounded by the tenants of the wilclerness, the savage, 
and a few of his guards ; and suppose that there, in 
the last retreat of liberty, there ! Ire had peSi@hed, 
what would have been the fame of Washington? 
when would it have been forgatten ? i t  would have 
been the rallying word for future millions w b a  op- 
pressed by bondage; tbe spirita of Wllshiagtop tmd 
Tel l  and Eosciusko, would forever have been seen in 
the van of those who mjote fer liberty; to them would 
have arisen their hymns in battle, and their invoca- 
tions in peace. With what a di%mnt feeling he 
would now be regarded by Americans, had he so 
perished? had be left his country ia  subjectioa ! He 
would have been the holiest of martyrs, and temples 
would have arisen to his name : the Allegltanies 
would be the 3iecea of true believere iu the divinity 
of patriotism. 
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Yet all this Washington meditated ; and all this he 
would have done. W h y  then should it be forgotten ? 
T h e  frigid character of history would have been ani- 
mated to enthusiasm : her conceptions would have 
Been illuminated ; and instead of epitapl~s, and morn- 
meatal entablatures of greatness, she would have been 
kindled with blazonry, eloquence, and song ; and 
who wetlld have been so fastidious as to condemn i t?  
Washkgton would bave been inspiration not only 
to tbe poet, but to the historian, the architect and 
sculptor. And shall less he done for him, because 
he did more than h i s  ? Shall he be remembered only 
in  school-boy narratives and passionless recorrls, be- 
cause he did not perish! because, instead of.beiug; 
left the heirs of bondage, Americans are free ? 

W a s h i u g h  (lid more than all this: and cleserves 
infinitely more of his countrymen t l~an if  he hacl un- 
furled his banner to the tempest, am1 perished upon 
the summit of the Alleghauies. He saved a nation by 
a sacaiiice more glo~~ious than martyrdom. A martyr 
dies but once, but Washington, the soldier and the 
man, suffered a death in every clisastel: and llumilia. 
bisn of his countrymen. Where then is their gratitude ? 
I t  is true that his name is a continued subject of pom- 
p a s ,  indiscriminate declamation-but is any of it all 
worthy of him? Tliere is also a national jubilee ; but 
is it a Ballawed day? how is it sanctified? Not as a 
day of religious celebration, in which the whole popu- 
lationof the country should be assembled, and be made 
to feel the emancipation that was wrought for them; 
but as a day of riot, chmour, and unmeaning parade. 
He is the subject of painting ; but in what manner? 
Not with his counbnance illuminated as in the coun- 
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cil or €he field. He  is now and then mentioned-but 
with the dull, monotonoas repetition of set phraees: 
in poems, he is sung as the great and good ; but why 
is he not sung as the only great man ? the only one of 
his race who has vindicated his origin ; and in the im- 
age of the Omnipotent, has foreborne to act like the ve- 
riest slave to ambition. August and terrible without 
crime; and awful even in mildness. He, too, is the 
subject of llistories : but of histories where the states- 
man and the pbilosophor forget they were men in the 
deli~~eation of men : in histories where Americans are 
given to American* with aa little of his life and cha- 
racter as are the representations of the pencil. W h y  
does not history assert her supremacy-give life ae it 
is, character in its warmth ; noA the austere and forbid- 
ding narrative of deeds. Men muat be made to feel 
as well as think ; great men are to be made by enthu- 
siasm, and enthusiasm is not generated by thought, 
but by feeling. Histories, then, whatever is the 
practice, sllould be so given, as to awaken emotion ; 
to stir the feeling, or the influence of the examples it 
records is never felt, can never be productive of ener- 
gy or utility. But this is the age of barren philoso- 

- phy-passionless elocution, apatby and coldness, 
which nothing can disturb or animate : and with which 
the firm feeli~rgs of the heart have nothing to do. 

But fashionable as it is  to dwell on wonders with 
an immoveable countenance ; to contemplate the stu- 
pendons elevations, the interminable rivers of Ameri- 
en, and the mighty era of her revolution, as mattem 
of course-the Inan who does not feel a liftiilg of his 
spirit, a more sublime conception of thehuman char- 
tatter, when the name of Washington is pronounced, 

ough it be in a history, deserves no restiug place in 
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the country he has emancipated ; he should be banish- 
ed from her atmosphere; to where the breathing9 of li- 
berty have never been felt upon the wind, where all is 
calm and motionless. America was not made for sto- 
icks. She has nursed and reared too mahy great men; 
men who want nopyramids to perpetuate theirdeeds; 
men who cannot be forgotten after they are once un- 
derstood ; whose memories should be consecrated to 
the holiest feelings of the heart ; not in useless statua- 
ry, but in the affections ; whose images should be in 
the mind, and found only by the family altar, the fire- 
side, and in the habitations of those, whom they pro- 
tected. 

As yet Americans want a national-almost a natu- 
ral feeling on the subject. They either ask too much 
or too little ; they make all their patriots demigods in 
their national anniversary, and forget them all tlie rest 
of the year. But another spirit is already awakening ; 
the genius of the country is disturbed; it will one 
day come forth, and then, Americans will speak of 
their revolutionary men, as they are spoken of, some- 
times, in Europe : as the natural productions of a great 
empire, whose march is to be as calm and irresistible 
as fate ; whose destiny, revealed at its birth, is to be 
mighty witliout Moodshed, and without convulsion. 

Though all this be generally seen in Europe, years 
may pass away before it be acknowledged; and a still , 

longer time before it be admitted by Glreat Britain. She 
has not yet forgotten that from her breast was drawn 
the spirit which made her youngest born so terrible 
in its childhood. Recollections of mutual injury pro- ' 
voke mutual injustice; but it will not always be so. 
The lioness will forget that her whelp was plucked 
from her in its birth ; and the hrn mane of the young 
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lion will not a l w a ~ s  bear testimony to his s n t f d y p  in 
the struggle. The  ligaments .that were rent asunder 
by the rerolutien may never Irarik-eqht never to 
unite: but their sensibility will be deadened, d the 
remenlbrance of the agony pass away. Mutual j o s h  
will then he clone. America will bear testimony ta 
the home of her fathers ; and Oreat Britain will look 
with admiration upon the heroick aspectof her young- 
est born. America will be the first to oppose dl who 
would disturb the venerable majesty of her parent; 
while that parent will see her age renewed, her chi- 
valry awakened, her genius rekindled, aad the stn- 
pendons resurrection of British grentqess in the west- 
em world. It  will no longer be pretended on the one 
bnnd tbat the country of mountain0 and waters muld 
exhibit only the degeneracy of creation ; that she has 
produced no p a t  captains; no legislators ; no philo- 
sophers ; nor, on the other hand, will it be m a i n k  
ed, that all her generals were soldiers ; all her legis- 
lators statesmen ; all her writers Bacons or Newtoas- 
but the few tbat she had will be plucked from oblivion, 
and distinguished from the multitude. Lesa will be 
asked by America, and more will be granted by Great 
Britain, till both unite in admiration for the truly great 
of both countries. May that hour speedily arrive ! 
But it must be the work of another and n nobler age, 
when men shall no longer be ashamti to feel, nor 
afraid to speak. 
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C H A P T E R  XVI. 

Intctcsting r w k s  on thc Btate of the hy-Lkjent  of h l d  
on the Lakes-State of preparatiuns at T i c o n d e t w g d d -  
vantages gained by the British in  the Campaign-Hmoick de- 
termination of Washington-His retreat through the Jerseys. ' 
Despzrate situation of American affairs-Capture of General , 
Lee-Issue of the Campaigt-Jliktsures of Congress-Bril- 
liant affair Id Trenton : at Princeton-Their fleets on the 
Publiclc m i ~ k i r m i s h i n g - T r e n t m m t  of PPis4ncrs. 

HAVING in the prmeding chapter followed 
Washington through a succession of retreats, evacu- 
ations, and disasters, from the defeat at Long Island, 
when at the head of nearly twenty-five thousand men 
-to his arrival at Newark, after the loss of Forts 
Washington and Lee, when his army was reduced 
to about three thousand five hundred, and constantly 
diminishing, it may be proper to show how the spi- 
rits of the people were affected by the operations of 
their army in other quarters; whether they were 
supported by counteracting triumphs, or disheartened 
by further and accumulated defeata and disgraces. 

In  the course of the preceding detail, innumerable 
eircnmstances, shewing the disorder and weakness 
prevailing in the American army, have been arrang- 
ed and exhibited. The laxity of discipline, the tri- 
vial punishments inflicted for the most alarming and 
destructive crimes, such as disobedience, fraud, sleep- 

, ing on the watch, collectively establish the fact, that the 
soldiery, so far from being in a state of subjection, 
was nearly independent of all order and l a m .  Their 
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o@cers could not, and dared not punish them. These 
dreadful irregularities were at  last reduced to mme 
degree of order. On the 10th of September, the 
Board of W a r  produced a series of articles, defining 
and regulating the duties and prescribing punishment 
for offences in the army. 

Had this been properly dose at  the commence- 
.ment of the war, the revolution would have been 
completed at furthest, in two campaigns, then every 
man who enlisted, would enter under a supposed ob- 
ligation to do hi duty, and his punishment for not 
doing it, would have been considered as an act of 
justice; now it had been delayed so long, that the 
troops had a law of tl&r own-it was published bx 
all tlmse who returned from the army, from one end of 
the count r~  to the other, and new punishment, or 
greater severity would be regarded not as justice, but 
as cruelty. Yet, late as it came, it was a vast effort to- 
wards perfection. Soldiers began to take apride in the 
profession when they found those who were a dis- 
Face  to it, no longer screened from punishment and 
infamy, no longer participating in the glory of the 
high minded and virtuous. 

Something of tlie unsettled and arbitrary notions 
which had hitherto prevailed respecting the duties of 
a military officer, will be seen in the progress of the 
following relation. T h e  commanding Oeneral exer- 
cised a power little less than absolute : and the sub- 
ordinate officers were proportionably despotick. 

On the l5th of July, General Arnold had left 
Montreal and crossed from the island of Longuiel to 
the continent, on the route to Chamblee. A great 
part of the British fleet and army had just sailed for 
the same place, and would have arrived but for n 

- -k 
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failurn of wind, about the same ti.me with Gene- 
ral Arnold. 

The  Gteneral when he left Montreal, brcmght off 
a large quantity of merchah'dize; which he directed 
Colonel Hazen to take charge of : He Bad previous- 
ly directed Captain, afterwards General Wilkinson, 
to seize his goods, but with the spirit of a soldier, he 
ventured to remonstrate, and was excused. They 
were afterwards sold, and Arnold pocketted the pro- 
ceeds. A circumstance which induced Capt. Wilkinson 
to leave his family. The  Colonel disapproving of , 

the whole measure, absolutely refused obedience. 
This refusal exceedingly exasperated the irrita- 
ble Arnold. When they reached Crown Point, a 
part of the goods was missing, the owners had fol- 
lowed them with their invoices and claimed a re- 
storation, and a court martial was assembled for the 
trial of Colonel Hazen on charges, preferred by Ge- 
neral Arnold. The Colonel was honourably acquit- 
ted ; but, such was the intemperate conduct of Ar- 
nold towards the court, that they were about pun- 
ishing him for contempt, but first demanded his ar- 
rest of Gteneral Glates, a demand to obviate which in 
tbe plenitude of military authority he only replied by 
immediately dissolving the court aud appointing A+- 
nold the next day to the command on the lake. &- 
nerd Arnold was a remarkably active daring man, 
and at that time the want of his services might not 
have been easily supplied ; much therefore should be 
allowed in palliation of the coatempt here ehown by 
Gleneral Gates to the court when they liad deliberate- 
ly complained of Amold. The court continuecl sit- 
ting notwithstanding their ,dissolution by General 
Gates, till they had finished the examinatioe, givrrt 
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judgment, and prepared their proceedings to be laid 
before Congress. 

At the same time other charges were preferred 
against General Arnold by Colonel Brown who com- 
plained that the general charged him with having 
plundered the baggage of officers contrary to the arti- 
cles of capitulation ; but General Gates had already 
determined upon him to command the 'fleet on Lake 
Champlain, and no attention was paid to the com- 
plaints of Colonel Brown. 

There could not have been a better choice for the 
command of the little navy, which was to dispute 
with that of great Britain for the possession of the 
Lake; for, with all the evil qualities of his nature, 
which may be traced to oue weaknesc-profligacy ; 
he had a resolute fearlessnoss, which qualified him, 
better than any other man in common, for desperate 
enterprises. 

The  successful operations of the British in Cana- 
da, and the failures on the part of the Americans, 
having put an end to all prospects of its annexation 
to the states, much of the great interest which hacl 
been excited for the northern department, by the he- 
roick Montgomery, and the successive disasters of 
the American forces, had entirely disappeared ; yet 
there were some questions of great magnitude, re- 
maining to be decided in that quarter. The com- 
mand of the Lakes had long been a subject of the 
deepest interest. A war of conquest was nu longer a 
theme of speculation with tlie Americans ; but their 
whole energies were now to be dir.ectetl for the dc- 
fence of the northern frontier against the eucroach- 
meats of Britons, and the devastion of savages. The 
euccesses of the British were of a nature to excile the 
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most alarming appreheneions respecting Albany, and 
the upper parts of the Hudson. They had posses- 
sion of Lakes George and Champlain, from which, 
if they could obtain Albany, a direct commuuication 
might be maintained with the royal army in New- 
York, and thus effectually separate the eastern and 
middle states. The  consequences of such dismem- 
berment, were fully apprehended by Washington, 
and the most earuest solicitude had been constantly 
expressed by him on the subject. As the danger lie- 
came more imminent, he had recommended the forma- 
tion of a distinct army in the eastern divisiou to act 
alone for its own protection. The probability of such 
a separation being effected was much increased by the 
temper of the times. The strong friends of Ameri- 
ca were few ; the decided were still less numerous, 
and a powerful party of the disaffected were already 
assembled in the state of New-York, as if for this 
very purpose. Their numbers were constantly aug- 
menting, and such was the weakness of 
that the arm of punishment was still upheld, when 
proofs of trewon were obtained. A few individuals 
were confined, but no examples were made. Such 
lenity might have been popular, but it exhibited at 
the same time, the real strength of the disaffected, 
and the impotence of the well disposed. They had 
not courage to risk their popularity by vigorous mea- 
8ure~. 

The importance of defending the frontiers, and 
thus keeping down the spirit of disaffection, by pre- 
venting tbe approach of a British army, was seen at 
an early season by Congress ; but the unhappy sys- 
tem of temporising expedients, delayed and enfeebled 
all their attempts. Instead of strengthening tbe 



a d e r n  umy f& the cuapaig~ of t?7'7, it became 
necessary to crerte one anew. The mall pox, &- 
rests and d.bmtm had &aced it to a ekeleton. T o  
qualify it  for the work of this year, such large 
dtsaghta had been made from the main army, as ex- 
poeed Washington to the most imminent hacard. 

The disputed -and between Generals khuy-  
.ler and Gates, of which something has beem said, was 
at length happily accommodated by the magnanimity 
of' the former, who only asked to be employed for his 
umntry. Tbe command of the department could not 
have been given to a mam better iitted for its arduous 
duties, than was General Schuyler. H e  had a vigorous 
mind and indefatigable permvernnce, and withal, wrs 
extremely popular in tbat pert of the country. His 
duties had been of a hatare the most complicated and 
laborious that can be imagined. He was to nego- 
ciate with the six nations, at all times the most dan- 
gerous, fickle, and tnrbnlent of their race ; he waa 
to furnish supplies to the armies id Canada; to keep 
open a constant communication with all the various 
departments; forward reinforcements when required, 
and watch the royalists. All this lie performed with 
a vigilance and ability worthy of distinction ; but, 
.unfortunste!y, snch services although the most irk- 
some and the most useful, are always the Ienst re- 
garded. They have too much substantial worth to 
excite surprise or admiration. They $re regarded 
merely as the mechanical part of a soldier's duty, 
which day labourers, and not soldiers are required 
to performl. 

A powerful British army under p e n 1  Carleton 
had been a o l l d n g  &out Montreal and at. Johns, 
after the Americana were driven wtt of Ganada; and 



d ~ a s t a b c ~ h r o r B o e p s f d \ o f  their 
Y $ i C k k . Q d ~ f a r m K -  B u t h  
armund d the Lakcw, upon which they had not a 
siq$ F& was in-k., bfon they coald 
pash their beyond the American h t i e r s .  
T o ~ t o h l h n y b y  t h i s r o o t e w ~ ~ p d -  

edbythe~h .e .nobjcdef snch iqwbncethat  
they &embed, greJ as were the ~~ and 
extrrvagad as such 8 scheme wodd have been con- 
sideted by copamon minds, to construct 8 fleet h e -  
diately, convey it in a condition for setvice b Cham- 
plain, and there bring the question of superiority to 
an issue by battle. 

But  the comnurnd of these waters was of equal im- 
portance to the Americans. The indefatipble Ge- 
neral &hnyler who was N l y  equal to the contest of 
vigpnr and activity, was disqualified by the ~ o l u t e  
want of materials, workmen, artillery aud stores, al- 
tbugh  he h d  the comnsurd of the Lakes, from 
meeting the enemy with 8 new h e t h e  could only 
strengthen the old one. Every exertion that could 
be e&ted from Washington, whose solicitude had 
always been umnqnemble, respecting the command 
of the waters, was made ; but almost in vain. Car- 
penters could find constant employment and high 
wqes  in the seaports, and Congress could not, ar 
would not abrd to pay them for the labour mqnired. 
That carpenters would have abandoned the seaports, 
if it had been made to their interest, there can be m 
doubt; but it may be a question here if n a t i d  
parsimony is justifiable at such seasons. 
Under theee discouraging circu~~~~taruces, tke whole 

American fleet, assembled at Crowrr Point, amounted 
to only fifteen vessels ; three echoom, one aloop, 

i 
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one cutter, three galliee, and eight gonddas. T h e  
largest vessel mounted only twelve guns, six and 
four pounders ; and the American armament wss 
vastly inferiour to the enemy in ships,men, weight 
of rnetal, and all the furniture of war. 
The next object, and one in which the destiny of the 

Beet and the hopes of the country must depend, was 
to 1)rovide a suitable commander. Arnold was the 
man. Washington knew him to be admirably qaal- 
ified, by his wonderful activity, spirit and resolution. 
His expedition to Quebec had already made him 
conspicuous. 

At this time, the evacuation of Grown Point took 
place; nu event upon which the sentiments of the 
commander in chief have been seen. I t  was consid- 
ered aa equivalent to a surrender of Lake Cham- 
plain, and an opeping of all New England to the in- 
roads of tlie enemy. The  field officers remonstrated 
against it, ant1 it came eo unexpectedly upon Congress 
that their deliberations were materially disturbed. 
90 far from expecting the loss of Champlain, they 
had calculated on taking possession of Ontario and 
Erie, and securing it by a competent naval force: 
But to effect such designs, something more than a 
vote for soldiers wm required. Artillery, atores, 
and money were wanted. From somewl~at magnifi- 
cent views of conquest the publick were suddenly 
circumscribed to measures of defence, and even apon 
them they could not depend. 

At length the extraordinaryplan of the British Gte- 
nerd was completed. I n  less than three months, a 
powerful fleet was constructed, the materials for 
which were transported a long distance over land ; 



tbe frr- dtbe -ress& h* bmm seat out 
fiwnlhghd; a n u m k t d l q e h t  bottaarcllhts: 
thirty long boats ; a , ~ h ,  weigchiag thi* tons : 
and n p d  of fonr hundred batteaax, were -- 
5ed np tbe rapids of St. Them and St. J o b ~ ,  mar 
Ghamblce, and on t8e 1st d October, as by cnchant- 
men& the waters of C'hamplah were suddcdy over- 
s p d  by s powerfu\ fleet. The sqoadroa consisted 
of the M e - a l e ,  a sbip carrying ei$teen twelve 
pwnders ; the ,Maria, r schoonerz mounting four- 
teen ,sms ; the Carleton, with twel~e, six pounders ; 
the Thnnderer, a Bat bottomed boat, curying six 
twenty-fours, and six twelves, tJesides Iiowiteers ; a 
gondola carqing seven nine pounders, and twenty 
pnboats carrying each a brass ielcl piece, from tine 
to twenty-four ponders ; soma large b a t s  a c h g  JL~ 

tenders, with each a carriage gun, wit11 a large num- 
ber of small ressels prepared for the transportation 
of the army, artillery and stores. This deet was nnv- 
igatecl by seven hundred prime seamen; of whom 
two hundred were volunteers from t i i ~  trausporb; 
*as commanded by an experienced and gallant om- 
ccr, and the guns were servctl by detachments from 
the artillery corps. 

Intelligence of these formidal~le preparations had 
been communicated to Washington ; but he believed 
them to be exaggerated. At the same time, he wrur 
informed that an army of about eight thousand Bri- 
ish and German hoops, under glir Guy Carleton, and 
a regiment of artillery, with the finest train ever eent 
from England, under General Pbillipe, supported by 
a large body of Canadians, were to cooperate H it11 
the fleet by invading the cnlonie~. T h e  olllcern na 
the lakes were also informed of nnother plan. ui~l~cn.llia 
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nste to this, under the direction of S i r  John Johnson, 
who was to go round by O s w e p  with eight hundred 
Indians, M'Clair's regiment, m d  some volunteers-- 
enter the country by way of Fort George? and cut off 
the commnnication between the Americans at Alba- 
ny and Ticonderoga, and they were urgecl to corres- 
pondent exertions to counteract this plan. But it 
was in vain-they were deficient in the means. They 
could only await the event in sibnce and behave like 
men. 

As soon as the British fleet was equipped it pro- 
ceeded in quest of Arnold. H e  was found posted 
very advantageously, forming a line across the pas- 
sage between the south west end of Valconr Island 
and the western main. T h e  wind proved unfavoura- 
ble to the British, and their ship Inflexible with 
some other vessels of force, could not be brought into 
action. T h e  weight of it, say the British writers, 
fell on the schooner Caileton and the gun boats, 
which after much diWculty had formed a line parallel 
to Arnold's, &out three hundred and fifty yards dis- 
tant; and they speak of their conduct in the highest 
terms. This  favourable circumstance enabled the 
American commander to support an engagement of 
several houm with the loss of his best schooner, and a 
gondola, carrying three guns, which was small. The 
action wlls close and severe. T h e  American Gene- 
ralwaterhury, of Connecticut, who was second in com- 
mand, was seen during the whole of it walking his 
deck and animating his men. All his officers were 
killed or wounded except one lieutenant, and a cap- 
tain of marines. Sir Guy Carleton was on board his 
fleet, and on the approach of night, orclered the gun 
boats to withdraw for a more favourable wind, wben 
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the ship Inflexible might be worked up. Two of .the 
British gondolas were sunk, one blown up with sixty 
men, and their whole fleet suffered severely. The 
Americans also lost about sixty men ; the Congress 
was hulled twelve times, receiving seven shot be- 
tween wind and water. All were much wounded in 
their spars. General Arnold in person directed his 
guns ; there was a great ddciency of gunners. 

During the night, which was remarkably dark 
and foggy, Arnold made his escape in a masterly 
manner, by running directly through the enemy's line. 
By daylight the next morning not a ship of the Ame- 
ricans was to be seen, but the wind freshening, the 
enemy immediately ' crowded all sail in chace, and 
during the twelfth, having captured one gondola, and 
continued the pursuit until the thirteenth, about noon, 
when they succeeded in bringing him to action a few 
leagues short of Crown Point. I t  was supported 
with the greatest resolution and gallantry by both 
parties for nearly four hours. The  Washington 
galley, commanded by General Waterbury, had 
been so shattered in the affair of the twelfth as to be 
entirely useless ; she struck after receiving a few 
broadsides, that raked her fore and aft. The  Con- 
gress galley was opposed to the ship Inflexible, two 
scheoners and the captured galley at the same mo- 
ment ; two under her stern and one on her side, with- 
in musket shot. A few of the American vessels 
which were most ahead, escaped to Ticonderoga ; 
while only two of the gallies and five gondolas pro- 
tected their escape, and gave battle to the whole 
force of the enemy. Satisfied, at length, that further 
resistance waa madness, and determined not to be 



takeo, alive, general Arnold suddenly comived 
ppd almost as syddenly executed a plan of escape. 
With tlwt decision and boldness which characterises 
the true military spirit, he ran his own galley, (the 
~ o n ~ r e s s )  with i r e  gondolas on shore in such a pod- 
tion as enabled him to lgud his mea and blow up the 
vessels. 

This masterly plaaeeam in such an ertrcmitj, 
had its effect upon fhe spirits of the epemy; such 
desperate gallantry gave a treatening aspect to the 
future. Tbe Americans fought with such fury and 
obetinacy that examples ocqurred when, after any 
ofEcer had fallen, the crews oontinued the action, still 
Crrible with the impulse that had been commuoicat- 
ed to them, though disorderly in their movements, 
and divided in their purpose. put nothing, perhaps, 
wntributed so much to enkindle a chivalric spirit iq 
the American soldiery, as t4e conduct of Arnold in 
protectiug his fa%. #e would ngt abandon his gal- 
ley till the flalpes were bursting from tLe sides, aud 
then left it still Gating in dekace to the eaeiny. 

The CerminaGop of this struggle elevated Arnold 
&ill wore ip the esteerp of biu couptrymen. T o  have 
contended so long wd eo closely, with a force vastly 
euperior, upon aa element pew to him, and familiar to 
his enemy, and when 4efeated, to have brought off 
his men in triumpb, aad prevented his vess~ls frorp 
falling into the bands of the conquerour, were cie- 
cumstances so honourable to Arnold, that the work 
of blood and expense, and tlie loss sf the Lakes, was 
dmost overlooked in the general admiration. The 
Amgrican Iket waa now reduced to two gallies, two - 
sclrooners, one sloop and one gondola. 

*>. 
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But while aeneral Arnold was pining this ap- 

plause, some disapprobation, as will always be the 
case, was mingled with it. I t  is the mark of an or- 
dinary mind to be satisfied with aoy thiog. He who 
cau discover an imperfection in what dhers admire, 
ereily acqaires the rcpuhtiou of superior discern- 
ment. There will be criticks on all subjects-men, 
whose business it is, never to be pleased. Accord- 
ingly, Amold has been condemned for uot htlving 
kept the open Lake, and a,#n for not havins sta- 
tioned his fleet justabove Clover Rock, a b u t  thirty- 
six miles from Ticonderoga, where it was said, he 
might have brought every gun to bear upon the sin- 
gle vessels of the enemy as they saccessively passed 
through the narrow channel. Bat the Lake is there 
ten times wider than is represented by the maps. I t  

*cue- appears too, that in the instructions given to (' 
ral Arnold, by General Gates, he was directed to 
station himself at the Isle aax Tiers, which a w c c ~ ~ t  
writer supposes to have becn the Oloveu Rock, or, 
as it is now called, the Split Rock, and positively or- 
dered not to proceed beyond it. T o  this order be 
paid no attention ; or indeed to any part of the in- 
stractions. 

Scarcely had the shattered relicks of his fleet ar- 
rived at Ticonderoga with a favotp-able wind on the 
fourteenth, than it suddenly changed and blew so 
freshly far eight days as to prevent the approach of 
the British, and probably, to save the post. During 
this delay, and in the continual expectation of an at- 
tack, the Americans constructed carrimges for about 
fifv gune, and mounted them ; 0nisheB and strength- 
ed their works, by surrounding their redoubts by ab- 
bati8, and received a considerable reinforcement from 
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Crown Point, who, on the approach of the enemy 
bad set tire to the works, evacuated them, and wera 
now assembled at Ticonderoga with a determination 
to defend it to the last extremity. 

Pursuing his purpose with as much celerity and 
steadiness as circumstances would admit, Sir Guy 
Carleton took possession of Orown Point, and ad- 
vanced a part of his fleet into Lake Gteorge, within 
cannon shot of Ticonderoga ; putting his land forces 
in motion upon both sides of the Lake, and menac- 
ing a seige of the place. 

Very different estimates are given of the force un- 
der Generals Gates and Schuyler, when the enemy 
were at Crown Point, the garrison was said to be 
about twelve thousand strong; but subsequent accounts 
declared it to be but eight or nine thousand, and 
these are probably the nearest the truth. The warm 
season having passed away, most of the sick had re- 
covered. But with this circumstance in his favour, 
Gcneral Gates had others to dishearten him. For 
some days after Arnold's defeat, he had less than 
two tons of powder, and when be had collected all 
within his reach, his stock did not exceed eight tons. 
Oeceral Washington had been applied to for direc- 
tions to call in a reinforcement of militia, but he had 
so often been disappointed by trusting them, that he  
declared against employing them but in the last ex- 
tremity. I t  was his belief, resting in the information 
he had received, that the northern army would be 
able to defend its possessions till the enemy were dri- 
ven into winter quarters. I n  the mean time he re- 
commended the greatest activity in removing the cat- 
tle and horses in the back country, in order to pre- 
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vent the British army, if it should pass Ticonderoga, 
from getting possession of them. 

The  lateness of the season which prevented him 
from opening trenches had its effect on General 
Carleton. After reconnoitering the works, he reem- 
barked his army and returned to Canada, where he 
went into winter quarters, having his farthest ad- 
vance upon the Isle Aux Noix. He has been cen- 
sured for this retreat. After the tme state of the gar- 
rison was known to the world, it was reasoned that 
Ticonderoga might have been easily reduced; that 
he might have wintered on the Lake, and renewed 
hib"operations early in the spring, under many ad- 
vantages. But the propriety of such a measure may 
safely be denied. T o  winter on Lake George and 
depend upon Canada for his supplies during the win- 
ter, and attempt to penetrate! the wilderness to Alba- 
ny in the spring, would have been extremely hazard- 
ous, if not impracticable. General Carleton was a 
man of sound judgment, rather than precipitate or dar- 
n .  I t  might have been easy to take the Port, but 
it would have been impossible to keep it. 

Yet it is not denied that the situation of the garri- 
son was extremely critical. The  deficiency of pow- 
der, already mentioned, and the want of flour, 
which waa so great, that on the day of the enemy's 
departure, there was not a single barrel in tlie store 
house, and General Gates once sent the commissary 
out of the way, that the men might attribute their not 
being supplied to some other than the true cause. 
This expedient was adopted at a time when it was 
known that a spy was in the garrison, who was suffer- 
ed to escape to the enemy, and his representations, it 
was thought, contributed in some measm to their 



retreat, as they immediately embarked. The umn- 
try 11eop1e upon whom the garrison depencled fur theit 
flour, were prevented from bringing it in requisite 
quantities, by their fear of the Indians. But theit 
terrours on this subject, were nearly groundless ; 
Sir Guy Carleton, with a spirit worthy of his rank 
and profession, while lie allowed the savages to take 
prisoners, positively forbad their cruelties ; declar- 
ing that he woultl rather lose the bcnefit of their as- 
sistaacr; than contribute in the smallest degree te 
their clreaclful atrocities. 

A number of militin had been collected as the Bonrof 
trial approacl~ed; hut the moment Sir  Guy Carletod 
had withdrawn, they were dismissed : for a week 
after their cleprrrture, the entire supply of bread for 
the garrirun was less than thirty barrels, w'hich wne 
brouglit by land. 

Some apprehensions were yet entertained, long 
after the retreat of General Carleton, for the safety 
of this important fortress ; though the aclvantages 
were at first of a most gratifying natul-c, as they en- 
abled the Northern Department to sc~lrl to Washing- 
ton with a powerful reinforcement, just as his army 
were about to disappear on the &laware. This de- 
tachment never arrived. Tile soldiers returned to 
tlirir l~omes on the may. 

These fears were lest an attack on the water side 
should be matle, when the Lake should be frozeu 
over, which usually took place about the middle of 
January. T h e  garrison wonld not remain an hour 
after the period of their enlistment had expired, 
which would be at  the end of the year; h t  even theu 
a new f m  might be coliected in season far their de- 
fence fmm the New England states. So thr4 
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a a e  events of this important campaign considered, 
thougll the Americans had gained nothing, they had 
lost but little, and had abundant wason fw gnti- 
tude to I~eaven. After the surrender of Montreal, a 
series of uninterrupted evacuatioas, disasters and de- 
feats liad followed each other so rapidly,as were enough 
to dishearten any people on earth ; had they not called I 

to their recollection the resources and power of the na- 
tion with whom they strove, and how very little they 
had to expect from the campaign. I t  wag victory to 
the Americans not to have been conquered-not 
to have been annihiliated, by their gigantick adver- 
sary. 

And the enemy had gained as little in other quar- 
ters. He had been shamefully driven from Charles- 
ton-he had, it is true, expelled the Am$ricans from 
their precarious possessions in Canada-poseessions 
which never extended a foot beyond their entrench- 
ments ; gained a victory on Long Island ; *captured 
Fort Washington, but nothing had been done worthy 
of his force. America had lost a few vessels, fortis, 
and troops; about four thousand privates, and three 
huudred officers, by Sir William Howe's official ac- 
count ; but she had gained experience, confidence, of- 
ficers, and soldiers. On the part of the British, a 
campaign which had cost a million sterling, and in 
which thirteen thousand men had been employed, 
was rendered in a great measure abortive; Ticonde- 
roga was not reduced, the northern frontiers ravag- 
ed, or any important diversion effected in fnvour of 
Sir William Howe. I n  other quarters, where the 
operations bad been conducted on a yet grander 
scale, the issue had been as little availing. 
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I t  is now time to return to Sir William I&, 
and the feeble remnant of the American army, not ex- 
ceeding three thousand five hundred men, daily di- 
minishing, with whom an army of thirty thousand 
vetenms, fresh from victory and triumph, were to &s- 
pute for the liberties of America. 

The General and his brother Lord Howe had, with 
that sanguine feeling of a speedy issue, which all cir- 
cumstances seemed to justify, and which, all but the 
determination of Washington to retreat to the Alle- 
p i e s ,  did justify, acting as royal commissioners, is- 
sued a proclamation on the thirtieth of November, 
calling upon the American people to throw down 
their arms in submission to their magnanimous King ; 
proclaiming a general amnesty to all who should ap- 
pear' within sixty days and claim advantage of it, by 
subscribing a recantation of their political heresies. 
Many of those who had been the most clamorous for 
independence, were the first to be quieted : others who 
had been distinguished for the vehemeace of their 
opposition, suddenly became the most orderly of 
his majesty's subjects. Some who had shared in 
the profits of the new government with few scruples, 
became remarkably conscientious on the question of 
responsibility-what was at first lawful resistance, 
now became downright rebellion. The p a t e s t  de- 
fection took place in the higher ranks of society. 
Men who had already much, had little to hope from 
revolution. The firm and undaunted-they who pre- 
sented a (lignified and determined aspect to the foes 
of America, were generally from the middle classes. 
They were neither to be bought nor sold-had enough 
to make them love their country-but too little to 
make it a matter of indifference who was their mas- 
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tar. They had possessions dearer to their hearts 
than lands. 

T h e  period for which the whole American army 
had been enlisted was now at hand. I n  November 
and December it would disappear. Only two compa- 
nies of artillery were engaged for the war. The army 
had been organized at the termination of 1n6, under 
the expectation that all deficiences would speedily be 
accommodated. A reconciliation was clonfidently ex- 
pected within a twelve month ; for which period the 
troops had been engaged. Even the flying camp, 
though formed after these hopes were seen to be fal- 
lacious, was composed of men enlisted till the first 'of 
December, from a presumption that the campaign 
would then terminate. The  knowledge of this gave 
an overwhelming advantage to the enemy. He had 
but to prepare for a single day after thew periods ter- 
minated, to strike where he pleased. 

And thus it was. At the very moment, when the 
people of America looked to be released from their 
terrours, and find a season of repose and refreshment, 
the enemy, instead of going into winter quarters, sud- 
denly commenced a new system of operations more 
alarming than all their previous victories. The ap- 
proaching dissolution of the American army, notwith- 
standing the severity of the season provoked its eno- 
my to pursue its inconsiderable remnant without giv- 
ing it time to breathe, and thus accelerate ita dissoln- 
tion, or be at hand to cut it to pieces, whenever an op- 
portunity should occur. 

General Washington was posted at Newark, whew 
his little army had been refreshing themselves, for 
about a week, withoot experiencing or anticipating 
any further molestation, when he was informed that 
Lord Cornwallis, with a chwen body of troops, was 
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dn his trcrck. Thie was the Bth of November ; he  
marched immediately for Banswick; and Lord Corn- 
~ a l l i a  entered Newark the same day. A rapid re- 
h a t  wns now the only hope of Washington. I t  
must open the heirt of the country to his enemy, but 
disWssing aa was the alternative, he preferred doing 
this to lesing the Felicks af his army, upon which, as a 
fbture rallying paint, every thing would depend. 
Lord cobwallis had six thousand men, and trod so 
vigbrbusly upon the heels 6f Washington, that his van 
successively entered Newark, Brunswick, Princeton, 
and Tkefitbn, as tl'e American rear was leaving each; 
and finally, at twelve at night, reached the banks of 
the Delawam, just as the rear of the retreating anny 
had left it. Here it was confidently expected by 
Lord Olornwatlis, that the Amelicans would lose their 
ba- and artillery ; and, but for the destruction 
of a bridge over the Raiitan (at Brunswick) which 
delayed their pursuers for some houts, it is extreme13 
@rob&-Me, that his expectatiohs would have been re- 
alized. $ut here, as Lo14 Cornwallis had orders 
not to advance beyond Branswick, the pursuit was dis- 

- continued ; and it is probable too, but for Cheae orders, 
that the event wmld h v e  taken place notwithstanding 
this delay, as the Raritan was fordable at Brnnswick 
at every recess of the tide. 0 t h  facts, somewllat 
unaccountalble at such a aeasm were these. The 
Am~rican~l did not leare Princeton till the enemy 
were within 'three mile's of it, and the two &tish co- 
lumns, which first reached Princetoh at four o'clock in 
the afimoon, actually elept there, and consumed se- 
venteen hdnm, within twelve miles of Trenton, 
while Wa*ngton was crossing the Delaware at that 
place. Bir William Hole, in.a despdch of the ZOtb 



AMERICAN REVOLUTION. 657 

ef December, declared that his first design was only to 
get possessionof East New Jersey, and Washington 
certainly conducted at thie time, as if he not only 
knew this design, but was confident that it would not 
be departed from ; fa*  after advancing his main bo- 
dy to Trencoa and leaving Lord Sterling with about 
twelve hundred, a9 a covering party ; he afterwards 
reinforced his Lordship with the whole militia that 
arrived, and privately returned himself to Princeton. 
Perhaps he also knew, that Lard Cornwallis had 
been ordered not to advance beyond Brunswick. Ex- 
cept on this sappesitian, the Pact of halting so long at 
Princeton, is ilnexplicahle ; and the conduct of the 
enemy still more so, while Washingtun was on his 
wa3 to Trenton. From Brunswick, Lord Cornwal- 
lis had despatched ra3. express to General Howe, 
assuring him that then was the time to conclude 
the war ; that, if vigorously pursued, Waeb- 

' ington must lose his stores and artillery- before he 
could moss the Delaware. General Howc replied 
t l d  he would join him immediately ; but he did not 
arrive till the sixth of December. At Brunswick, on 
the first, Washington had hoped to make a stand, but 
was again disappoint& in his militia. Had they 
supported him with spirit, he could have prevented 
the enemy from passiag the Hackinsack. On the very 
day that he left that village, tho time of service for 
ihe Jersey and Maryland brigades expired, and both 
of them abandoned him. Uader the pressure of 
this discouragement, Washington wrote to Lee to hae- 
tan hie march, or his arrival might be b o  late. 

On the eighth, LordHowe had arrived at the shorem 
of the Delaware in & pursuit, with the intention of 
pushing a strong body across the river. Early in tltc 



350 AMERICAN REVOLUTIOK. 

morning, he halted with his rear division, within six 
miles of Trenton. T h e  artillery were prepared t o  
corer his landing, and the troops kept in readiness 
for day lisht. At the place chosen, about two 
miles below Corlyl's ferry, it was only twenty-eight 
rotis to a ridge of sand, on the ~ e n n s ~ l r d n i a  side, 
on which a body was to be landed, and thence it was 
proposd to march up to Corlyl's ferry and take posses- 
sion of the boats collected there by the Americans, and 
left under a pard  of only ten men. With the boats thus 
obtained, the main body would have been passed orer 
immediately. I n  the vicinity of the place, at  which 
the attempt was to be made by the first party, there 
was a large flour boat, capable of bearing one han- 
dred men, concealed beneath a bank. Tbis had 
been overlooked, whenwashington ordered the boats 
to be removed ; but was providentially discovered, 
and brought off, in season to prevent tho enemy from 
taking possession of it. 

The  fate of America, for a season, in all probabili- 
ty depended upon that incident. The  very day be- 
fore Washington crossed the Delaware, a return of 
his forces was made to Congress; which made it only 
thirty-three hundred; andwhen he crossed, he had but 
two.thousand two hundred ; from these, such wnstanr 
and rapicl decluctions had been made, that in two 
days, he was reduced to less than seventeen hundred ; 
and by his own letter of the twenty-fourth of Decem- 
ber, to between fourteeu and fifteen hundred, hourly 
diminishing. 

Why Washington was not pursued when the shores 
of the Delaware afforded such an abundance of mate- 
rials for the construction of rafts and pontoons, ie 
one of those events which b d e s  all speculation, if it 
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be not attributed to positive orders ; but why those 
orders were given, still remains to be explained. 
Washington himself, declared in a despatch, written 
aftar he reached the Pennsylvania bank, that nothing 
could have saved him, but the infatuation of the ene- 
my. The city of Philadelphia wabl only two days 
easy march from Trenton : a greater number of men 
than Washington commanded could have been ad- 
vanced, and what part of the British fleet and 
transports were wanted, could have passed up to the 
city in one week, ,without encountering any obstruc- 
tion ; for at that time, the Fort on Mud Island was 
not built, the chevaux-de-frize nor chain prepared; 
nor had they fire rafts in any place. 

This retreat through the Jerseys, was one uninter- 
rupted series of discouragement to the American peo- 
ple. I t  hacl been commenced, immediately after the 
loss of Port Washington, and a fine garrison ; and a 
large quantity of military stores, abandoned at Fort 
Lee. I n  a few days, the whole flying camp disappear- 
ed. This was followed by the disappearance of whole 
regiments, whose periods of service had also expired. 
Even the reinforcements, which had been sent from 
the Northern Department, silently dissolved on the 
march, and General St. Clair, the commander, appear- 
ed in the camp of Washington, with only a few offi- 
cers, for his relief. Every man had abandoned him. 
Even the few troops, under the command of Washing- 
ton, were nearly useless from their wretched deficien- 
cy in necessaries. They were the garrison of Fort 
Lee, hurried away with'such precipitation, as to leave 
their blankets and cooking utensils. He had no caval- 
ry, except one troop, miserably mounted ; and no ar- 
tillery : yet under all these circumstances of distress 
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and ill fortune, with his little band, a part of whom 
were literally barefooted, Washington had the address 
to consume nineteen days, in marching ninety miles 
before his conquerours, and then to give time for the 
militia to collect for his succour. As these-the last 
hope of their country-fled before their pursuers, 
scarcely a man had the courage to strengthen them ; 
while numbers were flocking to the royal standard, at 
every step of its progress. Appearance is every thing 
with the multitude. A gallant, well disciplined army, 
well oflicered, and well provided with all the furni- 
ture of war, with their banners, and horns and kum- 
pcts; were indeed n forruidabie trial to the censtancy of 
the multitude; and all this, when contrasted with a 
foeMe band of disorderly, tattered and emaciated 
wretches, who were flying from the haunts of men, 
like a troop of malefactors, caught abroad in day ligbt. 
So powerful was the effect of this contrast, that it ope- 
rated, not only on the lower classes, but on the opu- 
lent and distinguished. Some of the leading men of 
New Jersey and Pen~sylvaoia, were terrified into 
submission by this pageantq. Among others, and 
they ought never to be forgotten-America should 
knew who were her friends in that season of doubt 
and alarm-were a Mr. Galloway, and a Mr. Allea, 
who had been members of Congress. But &ere were 
others who acted with fortitude ; who were unshaken 
and immoveable. 

I t  is said, that while retreating before his triumph- 
ant enemy, Washington again forgot the heroick fwm- 
ness of his character, and was seen to shed tears. I t  
cannot bo true. Net that Waskington mi& not have 
wept, \+?hen he looked upon his country, and thought 
of the widow ant1 the fatherless: that he might brwe 
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done; but no man on earth would have seen him 
weep. 

While Washington was thus hunted by his enemy, 
he had repeated again and again his intentions to Gte- 
neral Lee, to move forward ; but, whether it was ow- 
ing to all his expresses beiug intercepted, as some 
were, or to some other cause yet to be expl&ed,Ge-, 
neral Lee moved so sluggishly in the rear of Washing- 
ton, as never to be of m y  use, and at length was ta- 
ken prisoner. He had carelessly made his quar- 
ters in a house two miles from his most exposed flank; 
and on the 43th was carried off by Colonel Harcourt 
of the British light horse. This event was a subject 
of great exultation to the enemy : they boasted that 
they had now the palladium of American hope; and 
the Americans almost believed it to be true. The feel- 
ings of the latter were quickened to poignancy by the 
circumstances of the capture. They believed that Lee, 
their favourite-Lee, in whose military talents, from 
his European education, they had the most coniidence, 
despairing of the American cause, had chosen to aban- 
don them in this manner. His neglect to obey the w- 
iterated command of Washington ; his extreme im- 
prudence in sleeping so far from his troops, and with- 
out a guard,+ under the disheartening prospects of 
the country, would have been a suBicient foundation 
for any opinion, however extravagant, so it centribut- 
ed to the general alarm. 

But to other causes than these, bis capture must be 
attributed. Lee was ambitious: a great man with 
great faults. Excellencies and defects are always pro- 
portioned to eacli other in the liuman character : he 

*There was a p a d  ; but they were scattered about when the 
dragoons appeared. 
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militia; which had chiefly been obtained, at this eea- 
sonable moment, by the activity and iduence of Ge- 
neral Miflin, and was soon after joined by GenCrkl 
Gates with his division. 

On the very day that Washington crossed the De- 
lawam, General Clinton, with two brigades of British 
troops and two of Hessians, with a squadron under 
Sir Peter Parker, took possession of Newport id 

, Rhode Island, and blockaded Commodore Hopkins, ' 

with his squadron and a number of privateers, in Pro- 
vidence. The chief object of this movement was topre- 
vent the New England states from reinforcing Wash- 
ington ; and it had that e f fec ts ix  thousand troops, 
under General Lincoln, which were already on the 
march, were detained to watch the enemy at home. 
Another object was to interrupt the privateering busi- 
ness ; this also was effected. But such inconsidera- 
ble objects were purchased too deafly. From three 
to five thousand troops were kept in a state of inac- 
tivity for nearly three years. 

By the approach of the British army, the delihera- 
tions of Congress were disturbed, and on the 42th of 
December they adjourned from Philadelphia to Bal- 
timore, where they met on the 2Oth, p a s k g  a resolu- 
tion, at the time of their adjournment, authorisins 
Washington to direct all things relative to the war, 
and giving him full powers to act at discretion. This 
was a noble example of confidence but it came almost 
too late. 

Thus far had uninterrupted success trod in the foot- 
steps of the British army. Multitudes were crow-ding 
to its banners. Their march was contmued without 
molestation on the Jeisey side of the Delaware ; and 
they were only waiting for reinforcemeds to make a 
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and ofacer sixteen battalions of infantry in addition 
to those already voted ; three thousand light horse ; 
three 1.egiment.s of artillery; and a corps of engi- 
neers ; to displace and appoint all ofiers  under the 
rank of a Brigadier Oeneral ; and to fill all vacancies ; 
to impress stores and necessaries for his army, &c. 
in short, acknowledging, in so many words their own 
incompetence, and clothing him with full powers for 
the conduct of the war. 

This was a prelude to great events. Washington 
felt his might. If he perished now, he would perish 
in a manner worthy of himself: not as a subaltern in 
the battles of his country, but as her leader and her 
champion. True, these vast powers, were rendered 
nearly ineffectual by the poverty af his resources, 
and the lateness of the hour; but if he could survive 
this season of doubt and dismay, a brighter morning 
would soon break upon him. 

I t  might be proper here, as the campaign and the 
year are drawing to a close, to review for a few mo- 
menb the measures of the continental Congress. I t  
is necessary to understand their worth, their impor- 
tance. Under the continual and, accumulating pres- 
sure of all their calaniities not a voice was lifted for 
submission in their counsels, or even in a single state 
or town, that was not absolutely in tbe power of the 
enemy. They had chosen their cltand and it was 
not to be abandoned. But to such extremities were 
they reduced at the termination of tbe campaign, that 
some members prudently distrustful of the powers of 
America, single handed to battle with Great Britain, 
that they proposed to offer to France, whose aid they 
were then supplicating, that monopoly of their trade, 
which had hitherto been enjoyed by Great Britain. 
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dockyards and her revenue--the points where, alone, 
she waa vulnerable. 
The most powerful inducement, therefore, which 

they could offer to Prance or any other pqtent nation, 
jealous of the growing supremacy of a rival, would be 
the proof of an invincible determination, never to re- 
turn to a state of dependence on that rival. After all 
these propositions had bee11 deliberated upon, it wag 
again determined never to listen tb any terms of sub- 
mission, to assert their independence with their last 
breath, and trust their destiny and the destinies 
of their children 60 the God of Battles. Copies of 
these resolutions were distributed at the courts of Vi- 
enna, Madrid, Berlin, and the Orand Duke of Tus- 
cany, and commissioners werc appointed to solicit 
their friendship atld negotiate loans. These resolu- 
tions afterwards fell into the hands of the British 
and were published. A magnanimous step, it must 
be acknowledged, but its policy may be questioned, 
as it contributed to extend the preofs of American 
h n e s s ,  in the darkest hour of American hopes, from 
o m  extremity of Europe to the other. I t  was a sub- 
lime exhibition. At such, his horn of deepest hu- 
miliatielr, when the nations of Europe were looking 
for his entire self-abandonment, to behold the ge- 
niw of the western world, rising from his devotions, 
a@ tBrowiPg his ohield before his force, and ad- 
vancing to battle with the same undaunted ste'p-the 
same intrepid b k ,  but with a holier, steadier confi- 
dence in heaven. Such a spectacb was inspiration. 
Menarch* forgot their danger--their sceptres kem- 
bled ia tBei hands, as  they centemplated with enthn- 
aimtic admiration, tbe i1lumim.M countenance of tbe 
ywng stnrsg;er, barsting frem the solitudes of a new 
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world, d gnuping the lightenings of heaven. The3 
forgot that the bolt might be launched against them- 
eelvee before an arm could be raised for protection- 
that the commotion which already shook the thrones 
of Britain wae every moment approaching their own. 
This waa the forgetfulness of France. The kindling 
presence of liberty w h  already felt amid her govern- 
ment of ages, already its dreadful agony was toiling 
at the monumente of her strength-they were soon to 
be tumbled to the earth. 

These measures, adopted so critically in the conn- 
cils of the nation, were seconded by a proportion- 
ate energy in the field. Fifteen hundred Pennsyl- 
vania militia were immediately embodied to reinforce 
the continental army. The delay of nineteen days in 
the retreat of the latter through New Jersey, enabled 
these reinforcements to assemble. The force undw 
Washington, it has been mentioned, was fluctuating 
between two and three thousand men ; but soon af- 
ter it was augmented by these seasonable supplies, 
to about seven thousand. T o  give battle to the Bri- 
tish with such a handful, would have been madness ; 
yet something to inspirit the nation, the army, and 
give life to the recruiting service, had long been a 
subject of anxious meditation in the mind of Wash- 
ington. So enrly as the isth of December, the roy- 
al army, were so scattered along the Jerseys, that 
the probability of effecting something of this nature 
was constantly working in his thought. Oppoptuni- 
ties were presented, but he was unable to take advan- 
tage of them ; it was too hazardous in his enfeebled 
elate, but as the Pennsylvania militia came in, a part 
were posted at Bristol, and the remainder of the ar- 
my were cantoned along theDelaware to oppose any 

L 
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attempt of the enemy to moss, and be ready for tak- 
ing advantage of every oversight or imprudence. 
But instead of pushing their advantage over a nar- 
row, smooth river, with such means of transportation 
rs the neighboarhood of Trenton afforded, the Bri- 
tish troops were thrown into temporary cantonments ; 
forming 8 chab  from Brunswick to the Delaware, 
stretchiag down its shore for several miles, and pre- . 
senting a h n t  towards Philadelphia, at thc extremity 
of the line. An account of their situation and num- 
bers was brought to Washington, by a lad who, on 
account of his extreme simplicity, was long per~uitted 
to mix with the British soldiers and traverse their camp 
without suspicion. 6iNow then," said Washio,@.on, 
6' is the time to clip their wings, while they are so 
spread ! " and immediately all the energies of his nature 
were labouring to effect the wish. But before it 
could be done, he was almost discouraged from the 
attempt, when he reflected on the probable reduction 
of his army which was at hand., No dependence 
could be placed on those whose terms of service had 
expired ; and every informstion he could obtain, led 
him to expect the enemy would cross as soon as the 
ice should be formed. I saw him at that gloomy pe- 
riod, says Glenera1 Wilkinson, dined with Iiim, and 
attentively marked his aspect; always grave and 
thoughtful, heappeared at that time pensive and solemn 
i n  the extreme. An exact return of hie forces wan 
called for. They proved far less eficient than hir 
worst fears had anticipated. But Wasliington way a 
man to know the worst at once : he would meet hi$ 
fate and not shrinkfrom it. His situation waa com- 
municated to a conficlential officer. Let it not he 
discovered, said Washington; a discovery may bc fa- 

VOL. r. 72 
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tat to us. This  officer was Colonel Joseph Iteed, aI- 
ways a favourite of the Commander in Chief, and 
afterwards Govemour of Pennsglvania : He had writ- 
ten to Washington in a noble and manly strain of 
argument, apologizbg for the freedom of a soldier- 
he, like Washington had every thing at stake, and 
urged a blow at the enemy, ho~vever, or wherever it 
might be given, as an event, r~pon wllich the saira- 
tion of the country depended. Washington felt the 
force of liis arguments, ancl subscribed to the necessi- 
ty of doing something immediately-but how? or 
where?-these were important questio~is. At lea,@ 
he had determined. On the REJd, lie said to the same 
officer, ~cnecessity, dire necessity, will-nsy, must 
justify the attempt. Prepare, andin concert with Grif- 
fin, attack as many posts as you possibly oan, ~ v i t L a  
prospect of success. I hnve ample testimony of the 
enemy's intentions to nthck Philnclelphia, as soon as 
the ice will afford the means of conveyance. One 
hour before day is the time fixed upon, for an attempt 
upon Trenton. If we are successful, which Heaven 
grant ! and other circumstances favour, we may push 
on. 1 shall direct every ferry and ford to be well 
guarded, and not a soul suffered to pass." 

T l ~ e  Colonel (frifEn here spoken of, while entirely 
unacquainted with the hour aud plan of attack, had 
crossecl over from Philadelphia, and being joined 
with a few Jersey militia, advanced to Mount Holly ; 
a movement which drew Colonel Donop, twelve miles 
from Bordentown, and contributed, in some measure, 
to the success of the attack on Colonel Rhal. 

I t  was a part of the plan prepared by Washington, 
for General Putnam to keep Count Donop employed, 
but the latter represented the disorderly conduct of the 
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militia, and the danger of an insurrection among the 
loyalists in Philadelphia, so earnestly, that this put 
of the design was abaudoned. The, question of iu- 
dependence had been defermined in the dllrmative, by 
a p t  majority in Philadelphia ; but the minoriby 
were powerful, respectable, and turbulent. Most of 
the Qnakers were in the negative, perhaps from their 
pacific principles, m d  antipathy to revolutionuy dis- 
orders-not with open violence, but with their caunte- 
nance and influence, which mdered  the minority yet 
more formidable. Theirs' is a dangerous neublity 
in all seasons ; for it is never strictly observed. They 
were not required to unite in active opposition to the 
ruling powers, to whom political obedieucc, with 
them, is an absolute duty; and they should, at least, 
have held themselves aloof from all measures, whicl~ 
might lead to more continued and desperate scenes of 
battle and bloodshed. But, whether unwilling or 
not, they certainly contributed to prolong the war. 

I t  was at length determined byWashington, to pass 
the Delaware in three divisions : one consistiug of 
five hundred men, under General Cadwallader fruu 
the vicinity of Bristol, which miscarried by a strange 
and unfortunate inattention to the tide aud state of 
the river, then filled with ice, by which the oppusile 
hanks were rendered i~iaccessible to his arlillery and 
horseu. The next day, l~omever, after \Vashin:;ton'a 
return, supposing him still on t11e Jersey side, Gene- 
ral Cadwallader crossecl with about fifteen hundred 
meu, and pursued tlie panick struck euelny to Bur- 
lington. During the day, lie was still further rein- 
forced with about eight hundrerl men, from General 
3Iifllin. There was no want of zeal or activity, on 
the part of General Cadwalladcr. He (lid dl tIld 



cPlle AMEBIC A# UEVOLUTIBI. 

could be done to support Washington. T h e  nnfbtJ 
of a small number of grenadiers left at Bordentown, 
By Count Donop, was only owing to the ice. 

A second division, under the command of Gleneral 
Ptving, wae to cross at Trenton Ferry, and secure the 
bridge leading from tbe town ; brit there, the same 
obstacle presented iteelf. T h e  ice had suddenly rrc- 
cumulated in such qnantitiee, that he was compelled 
to abandon the attempt. Here, therefore, were two 
divisions out of three, absolutely prevented from co- 
opperating in the enterprize. 

The  third, and main body, not exceeding twenty- 
five hundred men, under the command of Washing: 
ton in person, asssisted by Generals Qreene and Sul- 
livan, and Colonel Knox, of the artillery, were pa- 
ratled on the evening of the twenty-fifth, at the bnck 
of Mr. Konkey'~ Ferpy, with the intention of em- 
barking so soon as it became dusk. I t  was determin- 
ed td attack the enemy early in the morning of the 
Mth, when tlie festivities of the preceeding day, 
(Christmas) wol~ld probably leave them, in some mea- 
sure, unprepared. By twelve, it was calculated that 
.this body, with the artillery, would have gained the 
Jersey shore ; and it being but nine miles to Trenton, 
it was thought that, allowing for all delays, the at- 
tack might be made, as early as five in themorning. 
But the quantity of ice which had gathered during the 
night, so obstructed this division also, that it was 
three, before the artillery had landed ; ancl nearly 
dve, before the troops were on their march, when it 
began to hail and snow. I t  was then too late to re- 
treat without discovery, and though all hopes of sur- 
prising the town were necessarily abandoned, it was 
determined ta proceed. 

- 
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I t  is a somewhat singular fact, that a vague -our 
ef this design, had reached Golonel Bahl ; that ob 
this very night his men were paraded, and a picket 
advanced to prevent a surprise ; and that a captain 
Washington,afterwards so distingnished at the Houtb, - 
having been abroad during the whole day without 
effecting any thing, determined, on his return to take , 
a slight brush with the enemy's advance at Trentoa 
His party encountered this picket guard, exchanged r 
few vollies, and disappeared. This attack, it will 40 
thought, would necessarily, have confirmed the enemy 
in his expectations of an attempt to surprise him, but 
from the manner in which it was conducted, they w e n  
led to treat the whole as a frolick and had returned to 
their quarters. 

As the Americane were approaching, they fell in 
with Oapt. Washington's party, and from his kccount, 
very naturally concluded that the enemy would be 
prepared ; but it was then too late to deliberate. The 
troops were thrown into two divisions ; the right un- 
der Major Glenera1 Sullivan with St. Clair'e brigade 
was directed to take the river road to Trenton, while 
the left under Washington himself, accompanied by 
Gtenerals Oreene, Morin, and Stevens, advanced on 
the upper, or Pennington Road. This division en- 
countered and drove in the enemy's advance, precise- 
ly at eight o'clock ; and within three minutes, the fir- 
ing of the other party was heard, from the quarter 
where they had been directed to enter, and push into 
the centre of the town before the enemy could form. 
The  picket, which was driven in by the iicet party, 
believing this a second dtrclr from the marauders 
who had just left them, neglected to give the alarm ; 
nnd the Hessian outposts, being very inwnaiderable, 
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were unable to check the approach of the Americans. 
'Ebat they fought with great spirit, was said by 
Wasl~ington himself, keeping up a constant fire, and 
retreating behind the houses. The person of Wash- 
iagton was much exposed the whole time. 

By the time the main body of the Hessians had 
formed, they had lost their artillery, and were com- 
pletely surrounded. They attempted to file off to- 
wardo Princeton, but Washington, foreseeing this 
measure, had thrown a body in advance, which pre- 
vented it. There was left but one alternative ; to sur- 
render immerliately, or be cut to pieces. They chose 
the former ; and, to the numbcr of eight hundred and 
eighty-six men and twenty-three officers, laid down 
tlieir arms on tlie spot. Nine hundred end eighteen 
prisoners, twelve drums, six brass field pieces, and 
four pair of colours were taken, with tile loss of only 
two or three men kitled, Captain Washington and 
six others wounded, and three or four frozen to death; 
for the night was exceedingly cold, accompanied with 
hail and sleet, which 11ot only chilled the troops, but 
retarded their approach over the slippery roads. The 
Hessians had a gallant officer, Colonel Rahl, and 
about forty others, killed and wounded. During the 
tumult, a troop of British light horse, and a body of 
troops amounting together t6 about six hundred men, 
escaped by the Bordentown road. These also, 
would have been taken, had General Erring gained 
the Bridge as Washington directed. The  whole 
force of the enemy was about fifteen hundred men, 
under Rahl, Losburg, and Kniphausen, with the 
troop of horse. General Wilkinson, who was pres- 
ent in the action, speaks in animated terms of Captain 
Washington, Lieutenant Monroe, (now President of 

. -, 
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the United States,) and Colonel Stark; of their gal- 
lantry, and conduct. 

From Trenton, General Wasliington, seconcled by 
the wishes of General Greene, and Coloncl Knox, 
would have continued his march to some other past, 
but they were overruled by the council, who protested 
against any farther measures that qhould hazard 
what they now gained ; and the design was abanden- 
ed. On the evening of the same day, he recrw&. . 
theDelaware, bearing with him his trophies, a d i l l e d  I 
and prisoners ; justly elated with anticipations of tfke 
effect, which such a spirited manclcuvre, must pro- 
duce on tlie aspect of publick affairs. But, what- 
ever was its operation on the minds of the Ameri- 
cans, it fell upon the enemy like a slidden burst of 
thunder in a serene day ; a blow so uneqectecl, con- 
ceived in a spirit so different from that which had 
hilllerto directed tlie labours of Washington, and 
executed in such aworkmaalike manner-it was abso- 
lutely unaccountable to the enemy. They attributed 
it to the neglect of Colonel Rahl in omitting to en- 
trench himself; but Colonel Donop was equally 
guilty-his post was not entrenched. T h e  truth is, 
they were surprised, defeated by themauterly, though 
alruost desperate conduct of Washiugton ; not by the 
blunders of Colonel Rahl. T h e  errour of Lord 
Howe lay in advancing so small a body of foreigners, 
so near the main body of the -4mericans. -4s fo- 
reigners, they laboured under every disadvantage in 
their communication with the people, but had they 
been Britons, they were too weak for their extreme 
point of advance as a frontier post. T h e  spell wm 
now broken which made the Hessians so terrible, and 
the British testified much of that kind of involuutary 
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and reluctant admiration for their adversary, in their 
subsequent operations, which might have h e n  expect- 
ed, if Washington had silently surrounded their 
main body, and charged upon them in tbe dead of 
the night. They forgot their own force, and his 
weakness at the same moment. Terrour and dis- 
may contributed to magnify the one in the same propor- 
tion as it diminished the other. The first shock was 
felt like dectricity along their ranks, but at the se- 
m d ,  which was given at Trenton, their extremities 
weresuddenly contracted;-and their ceutre, for a mo- 
ment, was affected like the human heart, when its pul- 
gation is stopped. 

At the very moment when this daring plan was 
executed, they had a strong battalion of infantry at 
Princeton, and a force distributed near the Delaware, 
mueh superiour to the whole American army. The 
krmwledge of this, induced Wasbington to march off 
his prisoners to Philadelphia, on the evening after 
the$ capture. Having thus provided against the suc- 
cess of auy attempt to retake them, he recrossed the 
Delaware again,and Cook possession of Treuton; while 
the scattered detachments of the British were instantly 
concentratedat Princeton, and were soon joined by the 
main body from Brunswick, formerly under Lord 
Cornwallis. From Princeton, nearly the whole body 
was put in motion against Trenton, with a view of 
retrieving the loss of reputation by the late disaster, 
and deciding at once and forever, the long litigated 
question. 

The situation of Washington, at this moment, waa 
extremely critical. When he took possession of Tren- 
ton on the 29th of Dacember, &i force was only eigh- 

hundred continental troops; of these, twelva 
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liundred were to be released on the first of January. 
Attempts had been made, but in vain, to detain them 
for a few ~veekslonger. A bounty of two dollars was 
offered for this period. I t  was accepted, but nearly 
one half abandoned the camp immediately after. At 
this time it was determined to advance the Pennsylva- 
nia militia to Washington's relief ; but when they 
arrived, his total force of continentals and militia,did 
not exceed five thousand. 

T o  retreat with this force, at the very moment when 
the hearts of all America were lifted to exultation, by 
an enterprise achieved with means so much less em- 
cient-to abandon a post with five thousand,men, 
and retreat, immediately after having advanced and 
beaten the enemy, with half that number, was but ljttle 
else than quenching, at once, the light which had 'just 
been kindled. Yet, to risk an action with a force so m- 
periour in front, and a river in the rear, wae hazardone 
in the extreme. T h e  first might have eclipsed the 
star of their hopes for a time, but the latter, if the is- 
sue should be calamitous, would ba blotting it out 
from the heavens. 

An opportunity soon presented itself for avoiding 
the one, and the other of these alternatives. There 
were links and joints in the amour  of his adversary, 
and Washington had an eye to discover, and a hand 
to take advantage of them. Lord Cornwallis had 
once gone to New York with the intention of carryiag 
to Great Britrrii~ the intelligence of their successee-the 
entire destruction of the American army, which cer- 
tainly seemed unavoida1)le; and the consummation of 
American slavery ; but the unexpected awakehing of 
Waehington at Treuton, so startled his Lordship, that 
he began to think such communicatione might be a tittle 
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premature ; abandoned his design for a time ; hurried 
back to the Jersey8 ; joined the main army just be- 
fore its' arrival at Trenton, and leaving the fourth bri- 
gade, consisting of the seventeenth, fortieth, and fitty- 
dfth regiments, under Lieutenant Colonel Mawhood, 
at Princeton, and the second brigade under General 
Leslie at Maidenhead, was now advancing against 
Washington. 

For checking the adranco of Cornwallis, and gir- 
ing his own main hody an opportunity for passing 
the enemy's advance, alld gaining his rear, Washing- 
ton advanced a considerable detachment, under Bo-  
era1 Greene, with four field pieces, to the support ot 
a small body which had been previously stationed 
about a mile in front ; but General Greene found them 
already on the retreat, which they continued with 
such precipi+tion, as to throw his reinforcement into 
confusion. The British pushed forward until the)- 
were checked at the bridge on Surpinck Creek, by 
four field pieces, when they soon fell back beyond 
t b i r  dre. The passage of this creek, was guarded 
by about forty pieces of artillery ; but this was a very 
inconsiderable protection to a stream which mas for- 
dable in many places. The Americans were clrawn 
up in order of battle upon the bank, and, in that situa- 
tion, remained till night, cannonading the enemy, 
Lord Cornwallis displayed his columns and extend- 
ed his lines to the heights at the westward of the 
town. & e q  thing was to be apprehended by Wash- 
i n e n  ; his mar might be gained by a small circuit ; 
d, from the superiority of the enemy and the naturr 
of the ground, he coulcl not but anticipate a disastrous 
~ e u e .  I n  this critical situation, two armies, upon 
which the destinies of a phole continent reposed. 
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w e r e  within one thousand yards of each other, 
crowded into a small village, and only separated by 
a fordable creek. 

I n  the mean time, a council was called in the Ame- 
rican camp. Their situation was deliberately con- 
sidered. They were to ratreat by the Jeraey sida 
and cross the Delaware at Philadelphia, or fight. 
30 th  were extremely hazardous ; but there seemed ne 
other alternative. At length Glenera1 St. Elair pro- 
posed to turn the enemy's left flank. On considera- 
tion, it was adopted by the Commander in Chief, 
who before had inclined to give battle in fon t ;  he 
agreed that Lord Cornwallis must have advanced 
with his main body, in the hope of atoning for the de- 
feat at Trenton, and, consequently, must have left a 
weaker rear at Princeton. How exactly this wae the 
case, will be seen by the event. The  proposition wae 
agreed to. A fortunate, and somewhat remarkable 
change took place at the same, time, that rendered the 
movement of their artillery and heavy baggage over 
roads, which for several days before, had been almost 
impassible, as expeditioue and easy, as it would have 
been over a solid pavement. I t  had been warm and 
rainy, but the wind suddenly changed to the north 
west while the council was sitting, and, blew so cold- 
ly, that by the time the troops were put in motion, 
the roads were firm enough for the heltviest artillery. 
Washington ordered the fires to be doubled along the 
whole front of his army, and constantly supplied tilk 
day light. Theee flree necessarily concealed tbe ope- 
rations in their rear, m d  the baggage, with three 
pieces of ordinance, was sent off to Burl inen,  to 
divert the attention of the enemy. About one, the 
troope were iUed otP in detachments, with the graat- 
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eet silence, the creek was croseed, and the w h l e  
umj arrived at Princeton a little before day break, 
I t  happened that the three Britiehregiments, was d- 
ready on thek march to Trenton, by another road, 
about a qmrfar of a mile distant. They were firsl 
diecovered by Major, sfterwards General Wilhinson, 
4 General Mercet, with the Philadelphia militia 
was d v d  rgribet them. Colonel Mawhood, whe 
coarmanded tbe &st party, regarding the Americana 
aa only a flying b~dg, detached to h a m s  hh.on the 
march, neither halted nor formed, but advanced stead- 
By till his bayonets almoet crossed, poured in a vd- 
ley upon them, and then charged. The Americana 
e v e  way in all directions, many were armed only 
with riflee, and the elseers were pnick stmck. I t  
wle a momeat of extreme peril. Washington saw i t  
-1- bis horse ihto tbe Barrow space between the 
British and the Americsas-reined his head towards 
the former, and in that sitaation, while waving his 
award to hie troops, received successively the fire ef 
each, when oot mere than meen yards from either 
party. Nd a ball struck him. This decided the bat- 
tle. Bixty of the enemy were bayonetted on the spd. 
%t tbe gallant Colonel, wits a few followers, cut hie 
Way throogh the ewrounding battalions, and pnrsued 
&I route, though in great disorder, over fields and 
fence4 towards Peaaingtou. At the mmiept of attack, 
intelligenoehad been commanicated .to the mmc, which 
+as thns enabled to save itaelf. The fitty-fifth being 
had pressed, and finding it could not advance, haql 
wtreated to Bmnewick by the way of Hillsborough. 
I\hef&tb wae bat little engaged, _aed with a very 
incensiaerable loss, retired to the same p l m .  Duripg 
theaim a prrtyhaeeCwdIke the @db@, bu&.thw 
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soon abandoned it, and a part made prisoners. I t  
wasdetermined, so soon as this action was over, to ad- 
vance upon Brunswick, where the baggage of the 
whole British srmy had been left, and where General 
Lee was known to be confined. Such objects were 
animating rewards for toil and peril; but there were 
limits to the daring of the greatest. The American 
troops were worn down with fatigue : they could 
scarcely drag their limbs after them. For eighteen 
hours they had been under arms, and for two days 
and nights, they had been almost constantly engaged 
in mnrching, mawavering, and fighting without pro- 
visions, liquor, or rest. I t  was then proposed to file 
off to Cranberry, crose the Delaware and proceed to 
Philadelphia ; but General St. Clair urged the qpe- 
diency of a -rent route, which, as he was known 
to be familiar with the country, was immediately 
adopted. General Greene, led the main body pushed 
fcrward directly without any directions respecting 
the ground which Qeperal Knox had recommended ; 
but he had scarcely taken up his march, when his rear 
was fired upon by a pew enemy. 

When the American canaon were first heard by 
the British in their encampment, so little auspicion 
httd they ofthe truth, that they supposed it to be thun- 
der ; they were actually under arms at the moment 
and on the pOint of storming the American lines. But 
they were saan un*ved. Lord Gornwkllir had 
b r a t  to respect the G e n e r a w  of his advereary, 
and alarmed for his baggage at Bran~wick, pvt bia 
rtmy instantlg in motion for its protaction. 

Some skirmishing took place with Gencrrl Oraepe'a 
rm (rnd his adveuce : but not&- w4s @wid. The 
Am- .pm#ed . W r  anaruh W e s t e Q ,  rsd & 
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etroying all the bridges in their progress, arrived at 
Morristown on the sixth. Numbers of them had 
dropped down in their march ; many others fell 
asleep in the woods ; and the whole were so complete- 
ly  overcome when they amved, that five hundred 
fresh troops might have cut tbem to pieces. Sucb, 
however, was the effect of this spirited affair, that the 
enemy continued his march without halting for a mo- 
ment, till his arrival at Brunswick. 

In  this affair, General Howe admitted a loss of se- 
venteen killed, and nearly two hundred wmnded and 
missing; but the Americans reported nearly three 
hundred prisoners taken, including fourteen ofEcers ; 
upwards of sixty were bayonetted, and probably ma- 
ny others wounded. The American loss was very 
inconsiderable in number, not exceeding thirty in 
killed and wounded ; but of the former, were some 
invaluable odicers, Colonels Hazlett and Porter, Ma- 
jor Moms, Captains Sheppen and Neal ; and among 
the latter was tbe intrepid high minded General 
Mercer. He had abandoned his horse in his impe- 
tuosity, and was leading his-men to the charge, when 
by an unexpected movement, he found himself a pri- 
sorier ; he surrendered, hut was instantly bayonetted 
in thirteen places, and left for dead by the exasperst- 
ed soldiery. Of these wounds he died on the twelftb. 

An amiable and interesting young man, Captain 
Leslie, the eon of a distinguished nobleman, was 
ampng the slain of the enemy. He was buried with 
military honours, and eome of the men he had com- 
manded, who were taken prisoners, actually sobbed 
aloud at hie interment. 

The gallantry of the enemy was a subject of admi- 
ration to the Ameriram, even in the heat of battle. 
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  he cool, steady manner in which Colonel Mawhood 
brought up his men, without firing a shot, till their 
muzzles almost met, was so new to them, that an 
American officer was heard to exclaim-when will 
our men fight like those fellows ! 

Such was the astonishment of the British, at these 
unexpected and spirited manmuvres of their enemy- 
that enemy, whom they believed already upon his 
back--that they immediately assembled their whole 
force, commenced a retrogade movement ; for it might 
be held uncourteous to call it a retreat-successively 
abaudoning every foot of ground they hnd gained to 
the south of New York, except Brunswick and Am- 
boy ; while the American militia awakening and con- 
centrating, by a new impulse, overran the whole coun- 
try, fought and cut to pieces the small parties of the 
enemy wherever they could be found, and communi- 
cated a sudden vigour to the whole military and po- 
litical constitution of America. 

Thus within the period of thirty days, the whole 
of New Jersey which lies between New Brunswick 
aud Delaware, was twice successiv~;ly won and lost ; 
won by a greatly superiour and triumphant army of 
veterans, and recoveretl by a dispirited and almost 
annihilated body of militia. 

But in the meau time a mighty change was silently 
operating. It hha hitherto been working in secrecy, 
at the fire sides, and-within the hearts of the people- 
they had learnt a lesson of bitterness in their habita- 
tions, that was never to be forgotton. Submission 
had been made to the British in the conliclence of pro- 
tection. I t  had been made when the American army, 
famieled, destitute, and flying before a powerful and 
~plendid body of British troops, had heen under the 
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, necessity of impressing provisions and cattle for their 
very preservation. They who could not tolerate in 
their countrymen such proceeding, when occasioned 
by necessity, could not readily brook the wanton 
depredations, cruelties, and excesses of an enemy. 
The British commander, and the British troops were 
all loyal subjects, and the sufferings of rebels, the sin- 
cerity of whose submission, could only be a matter 
of opinion, could not have been expected to excite 
much cornmisseration. They had little sympathr 
with the plundered and insulted inhabitants ; but 
their want of feeling was Christian charity and kind- 
ness, to the desperate licentiousness of their mercena- 
ries. The Hessians had fought the Americans as 
savages, and like savages, they had conquered them, 
as they supposed ; and they were not to be troubled 
with squeamish aucl casuistical distinctions between 
the spoils of those who had resisted, and the pro- 
perty of those who had not. Every thing upon which 
they could lay their hands was lawful plunder to 
ihem. T o  plain cou~itry farmers, and their families, 
nnaccustomed to the rapacity and licentionsness of 
military guardians, and taught to confide in the royal 
troops as their protectors ; in the royal commander, as 
the representive of majesty, even common and par- 
donable irregularities, wo111d have been hard to en- 
dure. Insulb and indignities are forgiven in ene- 
mies, sooner tllnn in friends. But here, these insults 
and indignities were quickened to poignancy, by eve- . 
ry species of robbery and violence. I lorscq and cat- 
tle were driven away without ceremon~-. 01. ~vantonly 
destroyed ; dwellings pillaged, and their furaitnre 
carried off, or consumed;~in@nt., . . cbljdreo, old me. 
and women s t clothing md b1an.k- 
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e k v e r y  species of mockery and outrage reiterated 
- a n d  to complete the scene of humiliation and hor- 
rour, wives and daughters were ravishedain the pre- 
sence of their husbands and their fathers. This is not 
declamation-it is fact, plain, undeniable fact. A so- 
lemn inquiry was made, and oaths administered, 
when it was found that twenty-three females had 
been violated, in one neighbourhood. And these 
must have been far short of the truth-there is some- 
thing in the nature of fathers, busbands, brothers and 
friends, as well as in the wretched victims to such vio- 
lence-which urges them to concealment. What  
racks and agony might never extort, may have been 
discovered by strangers, nncl by such accidental in- 
stances, must the evidencs of thia number have beea 
obtained. 

T h e  recruiting service, which, till the battle of 
Trenton, was at a stand, was so suddenly and gene- . 
rally accelerated by tbat event, tbat Washington be- 
gan to look forward with clreerfulness to the opening 
of the next campaign. He threw his army at ,Mm- 
ristown into tolerably comfortable quarters. The  ap- 
proach from the seaboard is rendered clificult and 
dangerous by a chain of sharp hills, extencling from 
Chickamia by Bound Brook and Springfield to near 
the Passaic river; in a rich country, nearly equi- 
distant from New Pork and Ambog, and from New- 
ark and Brunswick, with defiles in its rear; and to 
provide against an enemy wliidb had thinned 11is 
ranks with a more wasting energy than battle, had 
the whole of the men inoculated with the emall pox. 
Very few died under it, aad so little: hindrance waq 
.theindisposition which ensued, that there wae 11ot n 
single day when they would not have turned out and 
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fought the British, if they had been attacked.. At  
the same time, to provide for proper attendance to the 
troops, all the inhabitants and families of the neigh- 
Bouring countrs were also inoculated. By this step 
the solcliers were enabled to take the field in the: 
spring witllout any frlrtlrer apprehensions of their 
most formidable enemy. 

Viproas prepar~tions were making in all quarters 
for an early campaign for 1m ; and the attention of 
the Americans was \yholly directed to the security of 
their present aduantage. General Putnam with a 
few hundred troops was stationed at Princeton, with- 
in eighteen miles of tbe British army at Brunswick, 
and at oile time, had not so many under his command, 
as he had miles of frontiers to protect. Dr~ring this 
critical season, he resorted to a stratagem, so entire- 
ly characteristick of himself, that it ought not to be 
forgotten. One of his prisoners, a British oflicer, lay 
at the point of death : and expressed a strong anxie- 
ty to see some person from the British army, to whom 
be could entrust something for Iris wife and children. 
The humanity of Putnam led him to accede to the 
prayer; but to provide against a discovery of his 
weakness, he ordered candles to be placed in every 
room of the College, and the dwellins houses, and 
kept his hanclful of troops perpetually in motion. 
From these appearances the Bri t i~h officer was led 
to estimate and report Putnam9s force at several thou- 
sands. 

Nor was the situation of Washington much more 
enviable. His force, when compared with that of 
the British, was insignificant in reality ; while not 
enly to his own countrymen, but to the enemy, it was 
regarded as formidable. The  latter, however, may 
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be regarded as the natural consequence of the former. 
T h e  deception was profitable and important to Wash- 
ington, though somewhat mortifying and injurious to 
his reputation, during subsequent eventa ; and, tlgre- 
fore, he contributed to strengthen md extend it by 
every stratagem in his power. Military parade, 
cheerful countenances, and the best troops were con- 
stantly exhibited. T h e  American posts were all dif- 
ficult of access, and the utmost vigilance was on foot, 
to prevent the approach of the suspected. Among 
many other partial encounters f ia t  took place during 
this season of expectation, between the foraging and 
scouting parties of their respective armies, there were 
two, of which an account may not be uninteresting. 
On the ROth of January, @&era1 Dickinson, with 
four hundred Pennsylvania militia, and fifty Pennsyl- 
vania riflemen, passed Millstone river, near Somerset 
Court-House, and attacked a large foraging party of 
tbe British with such fury, that they abandoned their 
convoy, left nine of their number prisoners, and fled. 
Forty wagons and upwards of one hund~wd horses, 
with aconsiderrhle body were taken. About a month 
after this affair, Col. Nelson, of Brunswick, with one 
hundred and fifty militia captured, at Laurena neck, 
a major and fifty-!tine privates of the refugees, who 
were in British pay. 

Thus ended the campaign of ln6. A retrospect 
of the movements and conquests of the enemy 11as al- 
ready been exhibited ; hut a few moments will not be 
lost i n  reflecting on the vicissitudes experienced to- 
wards its termination, by both parties. Sir William 
Iio~ve, after hunting his encmy through the Jerseys, 
ant1 almost wncl~iug 13hiluclelphia, was unexyected- 
Iy turned upon ancl driven back to his entrenchments; 
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and at the conclusion of the campaign instead of bar- 
ing the country, be seemed farther than ever from 
it;  his army wlls diminishing day after day, in 
inegnsiderable numbers, i t  is true, but with a cer- 
tainty and frequency that must som disable him, 
nnless reinforced ; while that of his elremy wae hour- 
ly augmenting. 

Examples of cruelty were frequent at tirst with 
both parties ; but much more so with the British thul 
the Americans. The latter were iduced by every 
motive of policy to twat their captives with humanity: 
and nothing could have driven them to severity in any 
case, but the duty of self-preservation; and stil3 
more reluctant was tbeir progress to cruelty ; for ie 
the earliest stage of the war, when it became necessa- 
ry to march the prisoners from Philadelphia, to the 
interiour of the country, it was done with great ten- 
derness, and their families were ,permitted to choose 
their own season for following them ; and even after re- 
peated evidences had been prodnced before Congress, 
of plots for escaping, it was wit11 undissembled reluc- 
tance that farther measures of security were adopted. 
Much of this was surely policy ; some part of it fear; 
but there was a part in all their transactions, which 
had kinclness and humanity for its ingredients. Most 
of the prisoners were meu who had hitherto been treat- 
ed  as fellow citizens under the same government, 
rather mistaken than guilty--and their conflncment, 
at first, was rather nominal than effectual. And 
when prisoners were afterwards taken in battle, the 
same feelings were extended towards them. They 
were treated like men. Not so with the British. Ex- 
amples of the most persevering cruelty were freqnen t. 
lnmlt, oppression, and l i t tmese were measured out 
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to all; but upon the ottlcers a double portion was heap. 
4, aad this was doubly felt by them, from their better 
education, rank, and precedinq habits nf life. They 
were regarded ant1 t ~ ~ ~ t c d  as rclwls : and not a few 
ouffered more in  t l ~ c i r  impriqonmrnt than would have 
been inflicted upon them by British hw, l~ad  they 
been convicted of rebellion. TIley (lied many lin- 
gering deaths-of famine, wretclledness, filth, and 
disease ; accompanied with every unmanly reproach, 
end l~umiliating indignity. 

These barbarities had been begun by the pereowl 
exasperation of Geueral Gage. He could never for- 
get, as the Mo~rarch of Prance did, the affronts that 
had been offered to the Duke of Orleans-that Gov- 
ernour Gage had been put to shame in the colony of 
Maesachusetts. I n  this spirit believing that a speedy 
restoration of the British power was at hand, and, 
consequently, the speedy and exemplary punishment 
of the rebels ; ant1 dreading no retnliatiun, he had 
ventured to anticipate tlre rigours of jastice. Ame- 
~ i c a n  officers of all ranks, soldiers, and ilistinguished 
citizens were thrown into tbe common jail and treat- 
ed as state criminals. T o  this conduct, General 
Washington remonstrated with temper and dignity. 
f dt ica l  opinion, he said, was to form no part of the 
pre~ent question ; demanded the laws of war, and the 
usagee of humanity to be observed ; and hoped he 
ehould not be driven to retaliation. T o  this, Uene- 
ral Gage replied in a haughty and intemperate msn- 
ner ; retorted the charge of cruelty, and said tbat 
clemency alone, and not justice, had hitherto protect- 
ed the American prisooers from the Imlter. 8aclr 
sentiments, thus avowed, by a military commancler, 
high in the aervice of his country, at a time when all 
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the paasions of human nature were in uproar, called 
for a determined and immoveable stand on the part 
of the Americans. Washington took that stand-he 
replied calmly, but firmly and unequivocally. That  
letter, he said, was to close their correspondence-- 
perhaps forever ; he assured General Gage, in a man- 
ner that could not be mistaken or doubted, that the 
measures of retaliation should be religiously admin- 
istered on every man within lris reach. Congress were 
immediately informed of the whole correspondence 
and they ordered the British officers at Watertown 
into close confinement. This  soon brought General 
Gage to terms. But the question was soou agitated 
ngniu. Colonel Ethan Allen, a remarkably daring 
and resolute man, belonging to that part of the coun- 
try now known hs Vermont, who, on lris own respon- 
sibility, had assemblecl a small body of men and gone 
against Moutrenl, ut the time of General Mou$ome- 
ry's attack on Qucl~cc, lracl beer1 taken prisoner; 
and, under pretence tlrut he was acting without au- 
thority, was ironed autl seut to England for trial as a 
traitor. 

This prorlriced anotlic-1. investigation in Congesu, 
and it was determined that General Prescott, who 
had beerr iustrumental in tlie ill treatment of Colonel 
Allen, and was then a prisoner, in the American camp, 
ehould be held as a Irostage fur the safety of Colonel 
Allen, nud experience the most scrupulons retalia- 
tion. This  resolution was communicated to General 
Howe who paid no attention to it. Some further in- 
quiries were tl~enmacle, and General Prescott, accord- 
ingly was thrown into jail. But again American 
lrumnnity was triumphant. On a repoi% that his 
11eslth was muth impaired, was suffering from the 
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dampness of his prison, he waq removed to a com- 
fortable lodging and strictly ~;unrciecl. At lcngtlr 
this system of cruelty and absurdit3 wae lrbarrdonetl 
by the British. Sit William Howe, soon after his - arrival at New York, agreed to an cx<;hunge of pris- 
oners ; but cruelty and insult 11acl not yet terminated, 

Sir Guy Carleton was one among the few I3rilieh 
oEcem who \rere buss in the Americau revolution, 
ancl showed any rencration for the history and char- 
acter of Great Britain; almost the only man among 
them all, whose enmity did not survive the battle-be 
forgot that he was not an American, when ,4mericans 
were defenceless and in his power. By I ~ i m ,  the 
brave men he hat1 conquered, were treated tw fellow- 
soldiers, as human creatures; he pit id tl~eir detu- 
sion-but wben t h y  were fallen, the heart of a Bri- 
tain rose to proted them. They were actually cloth- 
ed, fed, md supplied wiUl money to abeint them in re- 
turning to their f~milies. That  was the hour of trial 
for their constancy. Who would be outdoue in geue- 
msity3-Xot an American. Tbe memory of their 
enemy was hallowed in their recollection, and buch 
were the feelings of those who had been clothed and 
fed by their generous conquerour, t h t  they not only 
would hare thrown themselves before Lb enemy to 
pro&-t him : but they trauscrilml the rcmembronca 
and the @Qde of tlreir hearts to their jmteritj-. 
There are men in America at thib J~our, demud.  
ed fiwa the prisoners of Uir Guy Corlcb~l. who 
would perish for the ywrvation uf ;:I!! c l c  11ik cb:- 
scad&. In America gratitude lib, I ( . - ( - ~  1 1  4 t r f .  i, 
hereditary. I t  is alwayb easier tu forgel irljuriu,a tbarl 
kindnem; and that little difliculty ia diuiuinbed w l ~ e ~ ,  
instan- of tbe h h  H, Y W ! ,  Pb tj~ust: h Bri. 
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tish were to their prisoners. They became excep- 
tions, which in the pride of feeling are remembered, 
to prove that geneiral recrimination is just. 
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