
Ever Slnce a cave man drew a 91ct, re of a vi1d 

1io£l:' ':i th fO'lr )eirs of le~s , men have endeavored to 

years 0 

works to c one in a fi e Id \ ':lGre t ~e hnr1D.n i 11a.:- i ne t i ~n 

is t~le only "lirri t to aecon ~)lisllment . 

~y 
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The urze tOr;1.9k e )i c ture s Dove, to leave a 

per:::anent reeord of nction as vIel1 a~~ out1inc , is as 

old as art itself . n tt. e walls of CQves ne ar 1\1 timi!'s , 

[1pain , are crude drawir\;..s of animals in WI jch tlle 

illusion of ~otion is [iven ~y several pairs of legs . 

T~eso drawin:s are at least 20 , 000 year~ old . 

Voriqticns of t' i[' ider continued to n~)"oenr 

throuzh t~ e centurie.::' until , in 182-1. , Peter r:ar1<" Ho[,:et 

discov'er'od ff pel'sistence of vision ", a )rinciple wl1ich 

made possible 811 forr1s of rr10vinc~ pictures . "ho~ets 

To:) tf, the fir.st device to lJ,tilize tlis )rincip18 , did 

not .!roduce r"1otion 'hut consiste-i 0.:' a disc >nounted on 

a spindle . On onc side of the disc was ~ainted a bird 

and on the other sid.e a car;e, r8_pic: r'otGtion of t.J.l.e 

disc mal ins the bird appear to be inside the caee . 

In 1331 anothop ~lrenchman , JOE.,e~h . .. ntoine Plateau , 

:LDvented the fir~t of B series of contrivan~es usi"tl2' 

Ro:et f s princiDle to 9rcduce motion in drawings . The 

l110st cOITlrrlonly lznovnl device of tLis ty]e "lP[1S the "'wheel 

of llfe l!, invented 1 y V:i lliarn Lincoln , w~,ich was the 



first successful "notion -oicture ff to be made in 

Americ8 .• lj,11 of tllGSe devices consisted of a series 

of pi ct"..1res ·"1.oved ra~)idly ~)efore the eye, and a rOVl 

of sli ts or shptter or)enings syncronized to allcw one 

oicture to he viewed at a time. The ~ictures s~owed 

pro:ressive positions in so~e cycle of ac~ion . 

The closest a~proach to the present-dey ani~ated 

cartoon to he IT.o.de l)efoY'o the adver.t of photogrD.~hy 

'INas known as the "Prayinoscoge". TLis developr1ent by 

.eMile Reynaud, in 1877 , cor'lbined the use of the flma~ic 

lanternff, which had been invented by a Gerrran, Anthonasius 

Kircher in 1C40 , w~th pictures drawn on B strip of 

transparent 1ICrystaloid". leynaud VI s the fi rst man 

to present bits of dramatic action in the ~orm of plays 

projected on a screen . 

In 1906 Tr ... omas ri'dison )hotocral)hed. P10re than 3000 

cartoons to )roduce the first ani~ated cartoon on 

motion ~)icture film . Jar.-:es s. ~lackton, vir'o was at that 

time a cartoonist for the {Jew York Evening '?!orld, was 

assigned to intervicp Edison on his motion oicturc experi-



ments . A feN qTlick sketchos rr.aoe of tbe inventor 

for the cal'toon . ll~ is rr .0addy fT 0 f all an 1ma t ed cart oon s 

-;vas rele a sed '.11'1o.e1' t:;Le title of tf I-:uno1'ous 1:)11a.::'es of 

}'u n D y 1 ace s 11, U nel S cor e d S 11 ch an in.::; tan t an e 0 'J. [; l' it , 

particularly one scene in ,:r ich a man smo~{c(1 a ci.:;n1' 

and ~low smoke-rlD[S at his eye-1'ollln~ :i1'1 friend , 

that ::dison In-oduced nine )"1'101'e cartoons . 

Emile :;01-11 , In ~"rance , and 'tinsor }~cCay , in 

A!'Y1e1'i ca , were the ~)roponcnt s of the .:;ro sent trends in 

s.n imat ed carto on ini~ • ~~c Cny ~)rod'.1ced t Ye firs t fe P. tu:!;"s -

len2:th cartoon jn l'~-']~ , entitled If rhe :'inkin2' of "the 

L u sit ani a fI • rh i s c a I' too n , c 0.1 ~ 0 sod 0 f 2.s , GOO n r a V'l i n Z 8 , 

was tho lon(re~'t cartoon racle before ~isne:v f s "2now '·'hito ". 

a~~rnated cartoons in the Jnited 8tntes . rIle l:..rz.e.st of 

tLe.::e is 'Ilalt lJisney ?rouuctions , \';}0E:8 stnff numr--ers 

nearly a t bousand men and \VOD'on . 

approximate or~er o~ size, Lleiscb8r Studios , Terry-

-, r--, loons , l.nc . , . G. L . Cartoon Llvlsion , 1 alter Lanz 



Productions, Leon Schlesinger ~roductions , and Screen 

Gems , Inc .. Tbese studios )roduced 192 cartoons a 

year before the war , and the ~isney studios produce 

one feature - length film eacil year in addition to 

eiSh teen 8' ort s . 

Disney's creations of ffSnow 1J'l'_i te n, n:-Jantasian , 

and "Bambi ff are leHdine-: the vlay to an era of ser ious 

artistic endeavor in the field of animated cartooning , 

not re.0lacing bu t sU9"·lementin~ the moti ve of -'-:;ure 

humor which has dominated tLe industry in the past . 

Reference: 
Ilow to l.ts.ke ... nJ mated Cartoons , b~T nat :i'alk 
Poundat ion ~,ooks , new York . 
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