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does not follow that population has no choice, after it has-

become too numerous for direct legislation, but allow all

its power to ooze out of itself and ooze into the officials

whom it elects to represent it. So cardinal is this princi-

ple of democracy that—with the single exception of the

United States Supreme Court Justices, with whom the old

leaven is still maintained under a variety of pretexts—

life-terms are not recognized in this country. All offi-

cials are elected for a certain, usually a short term. This

is a check upon official irresponsibility. Any additional

check, such as the Initiative, the Referendum and also the

Recall, can not but be wholesome. It is in line with the

limitation of officers' terms. Rationally applied, the one and

the other are aidful to the maintenance of the people's

sovereignty. So far as that goes, Initiative, Referendum

and Recall deserve applause. For this very reason the

posture of Representative Ferris calls for condemnation.

No greater injury can be done to a good measure than to

exaggerate its efficacy. To expect from a measure, good

and desirable in itself, an effectiveness that is not in it, is

to cover up, intentionally or unintentionally, and to protect

the very evils that the new measure is falsely boosted to

alleviate. The end of the story can only be to discredit the

good measure itself. This is what Ferris-like orations are

calculated to achieve.

Inherently, the Initiative, the Referendum, the Recall

are nothing but differentiations of the Suffrage. The three

measures partake of all the power, and also of all the weak-

ness, of the Suffrage. What this weakness is the man

and woman of average information knows in this year of

grace.

INITIATIVE, REFERENDUM, RECALL. 89

Once upon a time it used to be believed that the Suffrage

was a sort of miraculous weapon, instinct with the power to

perform wonders. With this superstition as the impulse,

the right of the Suffrage was striven for to the neglect of

all other things. Once obtained, the right of the Suffrage

revealed its weakness. It revealed itself as an alphabet,

with which bad as well as good words can be spelled—

according to the speller, or the wielder of the Suffrage. Fire

will burn, whether in the hands of child or man. Other-

wise with the Suffrage. Its effectiveness has been ascer-

tained to be no more and no less than the knowledge of

him who wields it. Thus in republican and manhood-suf-

frage America, poverty has been seen to deepen and widen

:

tyranny, political and economic, to increase. Despite the

recall-power of the masses at periodical elections to recall,

by voting down, the political agencies of plutocratic and

political tyranny, these have been duly reelected :
despite

the referendum-power to condemn the legislation that ty-

rannized and pauperized the workers, the same was en-

dorsed and confirmed by the reelection of the evil-doers

;

despite the initiative-power to introduce measures in the

interest of the masses, these measures were either ignored

or voted down. Obviously, to a perceptible extent, Initia-

tive, Referendum and Recall are powers or rights that the

people now have. Equally obvious is the fact that these

powers have not been used, or, if used, remain ineffective

for good.

Why?

Indiscriminate praise of the Initiative, Referendum and

Recall drowns the answer.

The answer is that what our people have been exercising
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their suffrage on, initiating, referenduming and recalling,

has been MEN, not PRINCIPLES. Deluded with the

idea that our Government was "the best possible/' our
people have been pining their faith on men—"good men"—
"honest men"—only to find out that things remained as

they were. Hence disheartenment Once enlightened

upon the facts; once realizing that our "best of all pos-

sible governments" has seen its day; once aware that the

country has outgrown its old-time clothes and now needs

a suit in keeping with its present ampler proportions; in

short, once our people have become Socialists—from that

moment on the Suffrage power they now hold would be

ample for all practical purposes. Wild, lurid declamation

for "the Initiative, Referendum, Recall—and Freedom/'
is calculated to turn the people's thoughts away from the

essence to the shadow, from the goal to the means, and
thus turn means into goal to the injury of the working
class.

Representative Ferris spoke without interruption. Even
the Republicans must have been gratified at the chloroform

that he was plentifully dispensing for public consumption.

Was Victor L. Berger also chloroformed ? Did his pure and

simple political Socialist physiology succumb to the Ok-
lahoman's narcotic? Or was he of the opinion that the

false sociology dealt out by Representative Ferris did "not

bear upon fundamental questions"? Whatever the reason,

the "first Socialist in Congress" failed to puncture the Fer-

ris bubble, and, by so failing, earned the reprobation of

Working Class and Socialists.

THE "PEOPLE'S WEALTH." 91

BERGER'S MISS NO. 27.

[Daily People, September 14, 1911]

The "People's Wealth"
On a previous occasion we commented upon the miss

scored by Victor L, Berger in the baked-owt-like silence

in which he joined his Republican colleagues during the

first hour of the speech delivered by Representative Will-

iam G. Brantley of Georgia on June 8, despite the, to-

wards the working class, brazenly false theory set up by the

Georgian, It is our painful duty to enter a second miss

scored by "the first Socialist in Congress" on the same

occasion.

In the course of the second hour of Representative

Brantley's speech, several Republicans seem to have recov-

ered their breath. Ex-Speaker Cannon led the way in

breaking the ice.

Representative Brantley was boasting of the "astound-

ing" increase of wealth during the decade of 1850 to 1860,

that is, under a Democratic tariff. Ex-Speaker Cannon

broke in with: "Will the gentleman yield right there?"

The gentleman having answered "with pleasure/' the fol-

lowing dialogue ensued

:

"MR. CANNON.—Will the gentleman tell us that,

after we have lived as we have from 1860 to the present

time, the wealth of the United States has increased from

$1,600,000,000 in 1860 to $125,000,000,000 in 1910?"

MR. BRANTLEY.—Mr. Crairman, I have not the fig-

ures before me, but if my friend states that those are the

figures, I am not prepared to take issue with him. He

can incorporate them with his speech,"
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"MR. CANNON.—But I wanted to get them in at this

point."

"MR. BRANTLEY.—Unfortunately, I have not the

figures before me."

"MR. CANNON.—But I state that that is so."

The ex-Speaker's purpose was obvious. If, under a

Democratic tariff, the increase of wealth was "astounding,"

then the Democratic tariff is a good thing; and if, under

the Republican tariff, the increase of "the wealth of the

United States" was decidedly more astoundingly "astound-

ing," then the Republican brand of tariffs must be a bet-

ter thing. Representative Brantley was knocked out-

knocked out on a double falsehood, that closely concerns

the working class.

It is not true that the wealth of the United States was

125 billions in 1910.

As to the figures, they are violently inflated. Facts came

out before the Investigating Committees of this very spe-

cial session of Congress that the plant of the now Steel

Trust, estimated at the already highly inflated value of

$130,000,000, rose over night by the "value" of $300,000,-

000, and was sold for and bonded in that amount; and

that the sugar refineries of the now acting president of

the Sugar Trust, valued by him at $500,000 were within

shortly "consolidated" with the Trust for $900,000. Even

before this special session, the Congress Committees of re-

cent years have been unearthing secrets of the formation of

a large number of gigantic syndicates and trusts, proving

in all instances the issuance of stocks and bonds in sums

fabulous in themselves, and all the more fabulous when

their ratio to the actual capital invested is considered. And

THE "PEOPLE'S WEALTH/' 93

even before these investigations, the railroads, accused of

issuing watered stock, have been "educating" the people

with extensive literature that admits and justifies the

watering process.

All this is called "capitalization," that is, a mortgage

upon the future and probable yield of Labor's toil. It is

not wealth in existence, it is the wealth which, in increas-

ing quantity, the increasing productivity of Labor is ex-

pected to yield.

As to the 125 billions, or whatever amount of wealth

there is actually in existence, being "the wealth of the

United States" that may or may not be, according as

"the United States" is interpreted. If the words mean

what they are supposed to mean, the people of the con-

try, the words are false. As well say "the people of the

United States own the villas on the Rhine and on the

Riviera which our capitalists are purchasing," as say, even

by the remotest implication, that the people own the pres-

ent billions in existence. The billions are wealth "of the

capitalists" which may at any time be used against the

United States if by so doing the billions would yield larger

dividends.

When ex-Speaker Cannon interrupted Representative

Brantley, he declared he wanted to get his figures "in at

that point." The working class of America, at that point

—the point where the ex-Speaker misrepresented the econ-

omic and social status of the people with colossally false

figures and loud phraseology—thundered into the ears of

the "first Socialist in Congress" that he be wise and get

their facts "in at that point." But the silence was un-

broken, and the only word there spoken was the whis-
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pered words—"Miss No. 27," whispered by the sorrowing

Genius of Socialism that hovered over Mr. Berger's seat,

hopeful, expectant, and once again, as so often before, took

its flight with drooping head.

BERGER'S MISS NO. 28.
[Daily People, September 21, 1911]

Political False Mathematics
Proud of his own and fellow Democrats' achievements,

in the line of cutting down expenses by the abolition of

superfluous House offices, Representative A, Mitchell Pal-

mer of Pennsylvania narrated in his speech on the floor of

the House, on May 9, how his committee began by abol-

ishing six superfluous House Committees, thereby saving

$6,0G0 ; and furthermore by cutting the House police force

down from 21 to 10; by reducing the Capitol police force

from 72, many of whom "soldiered on their job/' down to

36; and by sweeping away, wholesale, a raft of offices which

had been carried along on the rolls and the incumbents of

which performed no manner of work—Assistant Stenog-

raphers to Committees, an Assistant Doorkeeper, a clerk

to the Doorkeeper, nine messengers under the Doorkeeper,

two telegraph operators who "sat by silent telegraph ma-

chines" since the installation of the telephone, two night

watchmen, a string of laborers, an Assistant Journal Clerk,

and a mass of other "sinecurists, aggregating a saving of

$228,745.26."

So proud of his work was Mr, Palmer that he asked sev-

eral times for an extension of time, and, not satisfied with

that, asked, and of course obtained, consent to extend his

remarks in The Record. Mr, Palmer was evidently de-

POLITICAL FALSE MATHEMATICS. S$

livering himself of a campaign document to be used at

next year's Presidential contest. The document is expected

to contribute quite considerably towards helping the Demo-

cratic party to victory. The party's record for "economy

and retrenchment" is to be one of the campaign slogans,

to capture the Labor Vote.

By May 9 Victor L. Berger's leave of absence, used by

him to exhibit himself in the North, had expired. He was

back in Washington; presumably also (he is entitled to

the benefit of the doubt) in his seat in the House. There,

and for nearly an hour, he heard—agreeable to the fraudu-

lent, yet catchy theory that Labor pays the taxes, hence,

that retrenchments in government are tantamount to put-

ting money into the workingman's pockets—the detailed

amounts reeled off that were to be "saved to the taxpayer"

;

and the insult was aggravated by the transparent expecta-

tion that the Democratic victory would be brought about

by the workingmen voters thus trepanned, and, moreover,

rejoicing over the sacking of rafts of their fellow prole-

tarians, at whose expense, almost exclusively, the $228,-

745.26 were saved to the capitalist class only.

Of the many provocations to cause the Socialist to

breathe the disinfecting breath of Reason into bourgeois

Unreason, and of Rectitude into bourgeois Duplicity, the

speech, and the arguments, both stated and implied, of

Representative Palmer surely were not the slightest.

Speech and speaker should have been riddled on the spot

with the logic and the ridicule that they exposed them-

selves to:

—

"Is not the gentleman from Pennsylvania rather hasty

in his conclusions? Even if, indeed, Labor paid the taxes,
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is the wholesale dismissal of workers calculated to endear

his party to the Labor Vote ? Has the Democratic party

forgotten the lesson of 1896? Its Presidential candidate

was the most brilliant Presidential orator since Henry

Clay, or Douglas. Yet every speech that Bryan made be-

fore workingmen audiences lost him the support of most

of them. It is a mathematical proposition, founded upon

obvious human impulses. Mr. Bryan's argument was:

'Make the "Common people/' the middle class, richer, and

from their abundance you will have an ampleness. Their

interests lie with the free coinage of silver at the ratio of

16 to 1. According as your employer^ interests are pro-

moted will you promote yours/ Seeing that the top-

capitalist or plutocratic class preached to the working

class the identical theory that Bryan preached to them:

'According as your employer's interests are promoted will

you promote yours'; seeing that the interests of the plu-

tocracy lay with goldbugism; finally, seeing that to every

one employe whom the middle class hires* the top-capitalist

hires 1,000;—seeing all this, it followed that the credulous

Labor Vote went, and had to go, overwhelmingly for Mc-

Kinley, and left Bryan stranded.

"I would like to ask the gentleman from Pennsylvania

what essential difference, if any, there is between the tac-

tical blunder of Bryan in 1896 and the Labor-discharging

policy of the gentleman from Pennsylvania as affecting the

Labor Vote. Top-capitalism is luxurious. As such it at-

tracts dependents in large numbers, and provides

for them. The unemployed, according to ex-Speaker

Cannon himself, number to-day not less than 3,000,-

000 If capitalism is to endure, whom are the vast
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majority of these jobless people more likely to support at

the hustings and elsewhere—the party that swells their

ranks by retrenchments, or the party that will reduce their

numbers by jobs, though the jobs be useless?"

There was a variety of ways to breathe this disinfecting

breath into the House. It was not breathed. The "first

Socialist in Congress" may plead in explanation that the

gentleman from Pennsylvania showed scant courtesy to

interrupters, and refused to yield. That is true. But

would the gentleman from Pennsylvania have displayed

equal discourtesy towards one, who, as "the gentleman

from Wisconsin" has said of himself, is not taken for a

joke in Congress, but is taken seriously?

BERGER'S MISS NO. 29.

[Daily People, September 26, 1911]

The Sire of the Trust
Returning once more to the speech delivered in Con*

gress on May 3rd by Representative James M. Graham of

Illinois, the gentleman announced amid "applause on the

Democratic side" that "protection has borne two legitimate

children"—the Trusts and the Panics.

Where was the Socialist Congressman when so superbly

an anti-Socialist doctrine was set afloat among the peo-

ple of the United States from the shipyard of Congress,

and for what reason did not the Socialist Congressman

rise deliberately, and deliberately say:

—

"Will the gentleman from Illinois yield for a moment?
The railroads of the land are said by some to be controlled

by only fifty magnates. Some reduce the figure to twenty-
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five. Whether twenty-five or fifty, certain it is that the
railroad industry is a colossal Trust. But, apart from
its magnitude the railroad Trust is of a nature to grip the
vitals of the land. We might get along without oil, at a
pinch, and use tallow. We might find some temporary,
however inadequate, a substitute for meat, leather, copper,
and the rest of the trustified necessaries. One necessary
there is for which there is no substitute. That necessary
is transportation. It reaches into all the corners of the
land. Without it the Nation is hamstrung. Here you
have a Trust of Trusts—the Trust par excellence. The rail-

road industry can by no stretch of the imagination come
under the head of 'protected industries/ If the indus-
tries are to be divided into 'protected' and 'free trade' ones,
the railroads would come under the designation of 'free

trade industries/ And yet the industry is the best trusti-

fied, with all the powers for mischief of such—a despot
over other industries except those who find shelter under its

shadow, and identify themselves with it; a builder and
smiter of cities; a cruel despot over its employees whom
it slaughters by the scores of thousands. If the Trust
is as the gentleman states, a legitimate child of Protection,
must it not then follow, seeing the railroad industry is

foremost among Trusts and it is not born from the womb
of Protection, that it is an illegitimate child? From forth

the kennel of what womb does this illegitimate monster
come forward? Do not, I would ask the gentleman, the
facts in the case point to a Mormon father, potent enough
to beget upon a multiple mother—Dame Free Trade,
along with Dame Protection,—his brood of social-econ-

omic monsters? The question then comes, Who may that
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father be? How can the gentleman from Illinois escape

the conclusion that the Trusts—meaning thereby the evils

of the privately owned and highest developed contrivance

for production,—trace their line of descent lineally and

legitimately from the Capitalist System, a System, which,

by leaving in the hands of private concerns the necessar-

ies for production, dooms the rest of the people to various

grades of vassalage, subjection and wretchedness? Who, if

not Capitalism, is the sire of the mischief?"

Where, we asked, was Victor L. Berger when Eepresen-

tative Graham's violently anti-Socialist pronouncement was

made? Why did not Berger rise in his seat on the spot

in due parliamentary form, and in the exercise of his par-

liamentary rights? Why?—Simply because the "first So-

cialist Congressman" was not at his post of duty. Having

regxilarly missed every opportunity to do his duty by the

Working Class and by Socialism when he was present in

Congress, he, logically enough, concluded he might as well

stay away from his post in Congress, away even from

Washington, and exhibit himself upon public platforms

where to solace himself in the sun of the facile popularity

yielded by gaping and curious crowds.

BEKOEK'S MISS NO. 30.

[Daily People, October 8, 1911]

John Warwick Daniel

The afternoon of June the 24th was given over by the

House to speeches in eulogy of the deceased Senator from

Virginia, John Warwick Daniel,

The hour to adjourn having arrived, Representative

James Hay of Virginia asked "unanimous consent that all
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gentlemen who desire to do so have leave to print remarks
on Senator Daniel"; and, no objection being raised, it was

so ordered.

The nine Representatives who had spoken pronounced

speeches of the regulation laudatory funeral oration type

—

words, words, words, interspersed with poetry, poetry, poetry.

Unconditioned "leave to print" having been extended, and

the leave having been availed of by several of the Mem-
bers, it was to be expected that the "first and only Social-

ist in Congress" would not have missed the opportunity

to put some sense into the twaddle, and justify his claim

of representing Socialism, with a funeral oration worthy

of the occasion.

Indeed, the occasion demanded, urged, ordered a speech

from a Socialist Member somewhat to this effect :—
"Mr. Speaker, I also wish—I deem it incumbent upon

me—to contribute my tribute to the memory of the late

Federal Senator, John Warwick Daniel.

"In doing so I yield not to the weakness of a desire to be

on a popular side in this House; I am prompted by no

sentimentality regarding naught being due to the dead but

praise; nor yet am I animated by the ambition of attain*

ing immortality by connecting my name with the illus-

trious dead. I speak in all solemnity—in all sincerity,

"Such a posture on my part—on the part of a Socialist

—moreover, on the part of the first and only Socialist

elected to this Chamber—the sole representative on this

floor of the International Socialist Movement—might seem

paradoxical. It might even seem contradictory. It is

neither.

"Socialism is not a breath of Anarchy, which sees, not
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and knows nothing of the Compulsory Logic of Events.

Socialism is a breath of Science—and Science is the child

of Evolution. As such, in the measure that Socialism is

fascinated by the coming social glories of which it is the

apostle, it recognizes the debt it owes to the preceding, ths

present, the capitalist social link, without which those ap-

proaching glories would be impossible.

"John Warwick Daniel contributed mightily in forging

the capitalist link from which alone Socialism, the next

link on the social evolutionary chain, could at all evolve.

"His was not the acre on which the Rockefellers, the

Carnegies, the Woodses of textile celebrity, tbe Douglasses,

MeCormicks, the Wanamakers, in short, the 'Captains of

Industry' plowed—the economic acre where small produc-

tion was weeded out, and the ground cleared for the stately

oak of the Trust with its possibilities of bountiful economic

blessings. Not that was his acre.

"The acre that John Warwick Daniel plowed was the

equally important one of the Political State. On that acre

he labored with singular abnegation. Easy was the task of

his fellow workers, north of Mason and Dixon's line, on

that particular field. With them, tradition and habits of

thought combined to attune their minds for the dictates of

progress. With them the task was easy of laboring for

the establishment of a strong, well-centralized political gov-

ernment over the whole United States, without which the

course of social progress and the triumph of Socialism

would have been indefinitely hindered. It was exactly the

opposite with him. With John Warwick Daniel tradition

and habits of thought bent his mind the other way.

True to the convictions bred by such circumstances, he
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unsheathed his sword; and brave, like all men of con-

victions, he battled for the cause of State Rights. The
crippled body that he carried off that battlefield bore for

life the stamp of his convictions—and of the error of his

youth. All these impediments notwithstanding it is to

John Warwick Daniel, more than to any other one per-

son, that the Cause of Progress in the United States owes
it that the military achievements of Grant and Sherman
did not remain barren. It is to John Warwick Daniel, more
than to any other one person, North and South, to whom
Socialism is indebted for locking the switch that would
have led away from, and to cause the engine of the State

to run straight towards its goal—the terminal of the

Political State, the portals of the Industrial, or Socialist

Republic.

"Of what avail was suppression of political Secession

in the South if economic Secession was to be tol-

erated in the North? Gov. Altgeld tried the feat

under the second Cleveland administration. It was a,

critical moment in the Nation's life. Then it was that

John Warwick Daniel rose to the full, the giant height of

his intellectual and historic inches. While Secession, after

its defeat in the South, raised its hideous head, thirty years

later, in the North, in the very state of Grant and Lincoln,

John Warwick Daniel, the ex-Confederate Adjutant-Gen-

eral, rolled off his being the slough of the past. It was he

who steeled the tremulous arm of Cleveland, imparting

to it the gesture of command, at which the Federal troops

marched upon and occupied Chicago,—and canceled the

State militia.

"And he did more.
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"It was John Warwick Daniel who, thereupon, seized the

laboring oar in the Senate, and there shielded the Execu-

tive against the attacks of Southern Senators of smaller

intellectual stature, and of Northern ones who weakened

under the strain of the emergency. The unity of the

Nation was saved. The economic and the political achieve-

ments of capitalism were rescued from being washed back

into the deep by the threatening wave of reaction that set

in from capitalist quarters themselves—arid, rescued, the

future birth of Socialism was assured.

"It matters not that it was not love for the Working

Class, not love for Socialism, surely not solicitude for the

success of the Social Revolution, that animated Senator

Daniel;—it matters not that what animated him were sen-

timents exactly the opposite of these. What does matter

is that, of all the pillars of capitalist society it was John

Warwick Daniel who, at that emergency, alone rose to the

height of class-consciousness, the class-consciousness of his

own class, and, breaking with all his own past traditions,

saw the demand of the hour, and bravely voiced it, and

made it good.

"The class, whose interests Senator Daniel saved at that

critical hour, is the very class that Socialism is to-day in

the field against. In now rendering tribute to the memory
of John Warwick Daniel, and doing so in the name of

Socialism, I am not rendering tribute to mere valor, though

the valor be displayed by a foe. In rendering tribute to

the memory of John Warwick Daniel I am rendering

tribute to a brave man for an act of bravery that was

essential to the perfection of a Class System, upon the per-

fection of which is predicated the final emancipation of

u
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the proletariat^ and thereby of the human race—the So-

cialist Republic in America."

Mr. Berger flunked again. Although chosen umpire of

the Republican and Democratic Congressmen's baseball

match; he muffed the ball thrown into his hands by Rep-

resentative Hay of Virginia. The opportunity, tendered

to him to insert in the Record whatever he wanted, was

missed.

The preceding twenty-nine misses record but a small

fraction of the misses perpetrated in the special session of

the Sixty-second Congress by the "first and only Socialist"

in the Federal House of Representatives. The series may

be fitly closed with this "Miss No. 30/' It summarizes

those recorded, and the many more left unrecorded. As

such it sums up the indictment of a Great Opportunity

Lost.
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