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.~ The Korean Students' Revolt

This spring the people of South Korea became one with
the freedom fighters of algeria, South Africa, East Berlin
and Hungary, The revolutionary overthrow of Syngman Rhee
has underlined in insontrovertible terms the nature of
that regime brought inic existence by America and supported
by U. 8., political, economic and military aid for the last
twelve years, It was a corrupt, oppressive regime rasting
on police terror, The question now posed by iths revolt of
the Korean students is: wWhat of the futursy Will the .
conditions for a democratic Korea be established? ’

The South Korean regime was the product of an under-
developed nation caught up in the dynamics of the Cold
War - a procass compounded of American and Russian decisions
as well as the impac* of those decislons on the soclal-. .
political forces of Kerean society., Unless the nature of
that process is grasped Ly the democratic forces of the
West and a radical break with the past forced on American
policy mekers, the likely result is the re-emergence of the
Rhee regime wnder a different name and another disastrous
defeat for Korean democracy, ‘ Lo

Russia's responsibility for the tragic partition of
Korea and the consequont debacle is well known. America's
role, however, is lass well known, Secretary of State
Herter's statemoent of support of the Korean Revolt must.
not be permitted to obscure the nature of that fatal ;
contradiction that has held American policy fast through
the roign of four Amcrican Secretaries of State, during
administrations of both Republican and Democratic presidents,

That contradiction (which at times bordered on )
political schizophrenia) lay in the attempt to reconcile
democratic values and a realistic appraisal of Korea's
needs with the realpolitik goal of establishing friendly
bases of operation in the Cold War. Once an understanding
is had of how deeply thet contradiction was embeddad in
american actions in Korea, it will then be seen how the
removal of Rhee only raiscs in a more imperative form the
fundamental questions: Will America be capable of a radical
break with its past foreign policy? Will the democratic
forces of Bouth Korea be able to mobilize and embark on a
line of action that will achieve their aim of a democratic
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united Korea, free of both Russia and America?

As we shall see, the past history of the Korean
struggle for democracy castis an ominous shadow of doubt
over the likelihood of an easy answer %o these questions,
Although the roots of the present Korean cerisis as well
as American and Russian involvement in Korea extend back
into the 19th century, for brevity's sake we shall foous
our attention on the crucial years of Korean political

development: 1945-1960,

- On August 13, 1945, three weoks before the arrival of
American forces, Korea was liberated,

” On that summer day the Japanese Governor-General of
Korea, General Abe, met with the socialist leader of the
underground resistance movement, Lyuh Woon Heung, and
offered to turn over the government of Korea to Lyuh's
movement in exchange for a safe conduct departure for
Japenese army and oivilian personnel, After securing
agreement on & list of demands, all of which smounted to
 complete civil llberties for all Koreans, Lyuh §oon Heung
'accepted the surrender of power by the Japanese.(l)

Thus, after forty years of Japanese colonial exploitation,
democracy was born in Korea.

- In the three weeks that followed, a provisional
‘government pledged to extensive political and econemic
reform came into existence in every town and village of
every province of Korea, north and socuth of the 38th
parallel, In this period the Korean people (a people
whose backwardness and ignorance was decried by the
~Japanese and later by the Americans) revealed their genius
for democratic organization and administration. Led by a
coalition central committee in Beoul that included repro-
sentatives of more than forty political parties (only two
of which were Communist), the People's Republic established
a governing apparatus completely independent of the old
state machinery of the Japanese, This de~facto goverrment
took over a host of state functions and created a new
government, the basic principle of which was a radical dew
centralization of declision-making and police poweras,
~ Police powers weére taken over by spontaneously created,
- locally autonomous peasant militia units., This anarchist
note wes not accidentael, 1In the decade 1920~-1930 anarchiam
as a movement had considerable influence in Korean intellec-
tual circles and among the exploited peasantry of the south,
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In 1929 the snerchist movement splft,foné se@ﬁion;bé§éiing
the terrorist arm of the nationalists, the other section
golng over to the communists, =~ - - S

The gulding principle of the People's Republic in the
gconomic -sphere was an idea first propagatéd in Korea by
the 19th century peasant movement.of revolt, the Tong Hak
(later known as Chundokyo). . That idea was ihe cooperative,
In the rural areas it took the form of agricultural co--
operatives, comparable in all respects to the co-ops of the
farmers of North Dakota and Wisconsin, In the industrial
factories of the Japanese it meant the taking over and .
-running of these enterprises by councils o6f workers, When
the American. forges arrived in the provinces of Cholla
Namdo and Kyungsang Namdo they found the textile and-" -~
machinery plants in many areas in full production under the
. control and management of worker st coop@rativgéah‘ .

| It was a delicious taste of freedom. The prisons were
empty of political prisoners, the Christian sects free of
persecution for the first time in half a century; there was
a. veritable blossoming of political organization that covered
the entire political spectrum, ' Mass labor unions and farmer
associations sprang up overnight with the universal demand

of land reform and nationalization of industry under = .

, "cooperative management," = ~ o

At the end of three weeks the forces of Korean, democracy
had emerged, forces strongly imbued with revolutionary
socialist ideas and a concept of political demooracy that
bordered on anarchist libertarianism. - Y Frarar
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ghe*§ubpression of Democracy

With the surrender of Japan the problem of Korea
suddenly appeared on the agenda of the State Department
and the American military command. A hastily assembled
force under General Hodge was dispatched to Korca with a
set of directives, Thesse vague directives contained an
implicit authoritarian approach to all initial relations
with the Korean people. s :

On September 6 when the American forces arrived in
Inchon, General Hodge refused to meet with a delegetion of
the Poople!'s Republic on the basis that the only government
he was instructed to recognize was that of the Japanese,

On this same day the general looked on as a crowd of Koreans
waving hastily made American and Korean flags of welcome
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were shot down by Japanese soldiers, The Xoreans, it
turned out, were guilty of disobeying an American ordinance
issued a few,daysmb@iqrﬁgﬁn&@.prahiﬁit@& public demonstra-

%ions and ordered the Korean people to obey all directives

of the Japanese armya. , ;

9% © geveral weeks later a group of future military com-
_manders of Korea were glven more detailed information as to
“the nature of their mission. General Christ (0-5 for

- " general MacArthur) ennounced that one of the principle
. missions of military government in Korea was "o form a

bulwark against communism,”(2) AS it turnad out, the
noommunism" that was to be the main concern of the American
_ Command was not the Russian army in the north, but rather
" Yhe indigenous democratic aspirations of the people of
South Korea, ;

E. Grant Meade, a former colonel in the Amer ican occu~-
pation forces, in his 1ittle-publicized work "American
Military Government in Korea" has revealed in a dw@ailaﬁi
documented account the practical meaning of american policy
in Korea, The first consequencs was the rofusal of american

_ military and political leadars to recognisze the "Pecplo's
. Republic" under the leadership of Lyuh Woon Heung. The
' ‘second was to insist that- the only government it would

The first year of the American occupation consequently was
_devoted to wuprooting the local governments of the npooplots
" Republic® and replacing them with a centraliged police

force and other administrative bodies staffed by former
Jepanese collaborators and reliable right-wing elemonta,
(By 1948 twenty-five percent of the rank and file of the
Korean National Police were men who had seen servico in
the Japanese police force, Fifty-three percent of its
officers wore of the same origin,)(3) This process of
"forming a bulwark against communism," was implemented by
a series of ordinances backed up with Amerlcan military
provost courts that held over the Koreen pecple the ultimate
sanction against civil disobedience - the death penaliy.
Among these ordinances (4) werse:

ordinance #19 (Oct. 30, 1945) requiring that

all newspapers and publications be licensed

and copies be submitted to the AMG. (8hortly

after promulgation of this decree a Korean

journalist was arrested and imprisoned for

suggesting in print that a right-wing politician

eppointed by AMG as mayor of Seoul was

wmqualified for his job.)

Ordinance #55 (Feb. 23, 1946) requiring that
threc or more persons gathering together for
political purposes "register" with the ANG.
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7°0° 'Regardifig the "efactishs of October 1946 that rasulted
An ‘the ormation’ of ‘this "gouth Korean Intérim Leglislative
Assembly, " E, Grant Weade; in explanation of a host of
incidents of direct interference by the AMG, writes that:
"In February (19458) the Chief of the
Bureagﬂpf,lngqigghion and Public Relations
was informed verbally by the high-command
that elections were planned for the fall,
and that while the state Department
- expected Military Government to.continue
Yo operate behind a facade of political .

4

"nauﬁﬁa$i§y,@tbe~5@éricqns,WGreVexpe¢£a¢% SR

- Yo makd every effort to’ securs a rightist
Yo victory,w(s) - B
; . The sup psggﬂgq,of the People's Republic government
* and the crea ion of an incipient right-wing government. .
‘would ‘have merited criticism even in the ¢ase of an’
occupied;anemy“hamianmfAButhorea'Qas not.an enemy country,
It was a friendly nation whose libération and indepondgnce
+ had ‘been pledged’ by both Russia and America in the Cairo
'Declaration of 1943, america betrayed its pledge. . Thus
Russia was providsd

TATOB PRedar

‘ ; ) 1 an excellent opportunity to step for-
ward as the "champion" of Korean démocracy and independence -
to ocome out in support of the People's Republic, a govern-
ment  which had sanctioned land reform and workers! control
qf,industrydnringf1ts'brieffexisbence,ﬂa}govarnmaﬁggwhich

- -was not dominated by the communists, although it "had strong
communist lesdership in crucial areas 'in ‘South Korsa. .

_~ But Russid shared America's fear of Lyul Woon eung's
government, Though utilizing the structure of the People's
Republic in North Korea for its own purposes, Russia ro-
fused to recognize the authority d¢f the People's Republic
in either North or South Korca. ,The explanation? Oneé |
hypothesis is that the Russian motivation in this case
was similar to the rationale behind the failure of the
French C.PJ in '1945-46 to launch a struggle for power.
Russia in the immediate aftermath of World War II wished
to avert any direct confrontation with the West., Another
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socialist is that Lyuh's
nd the "communist movement involved an

American efforts to oreaté a rightist dominated Korea
were countered by a Russian attempt to create a Korean
regime in its own image - the result of which was the dis-
ruption and defeat of the People’s Republic mﬁv&mant% the
victory of the rightists in South Korea and the establish-
ment of a Stalinist regime in the north, To understand
the dynamics of what occurred we must turn to a

__ consideration of the forces unleashed on the Korean scene

““ py the defeat of Japan, to an examination. of ns maening
ot wright a’nfd;j*l‘ef i S.n o

Korean politics.

The iron curtain &rogpad by Russia at the 38th
parallel removed the People's Republic in the northern
half of the Korean peninsula from %h&%g}ay of forces it
was subjected to in South Korea. In the south the drama
was destined to be played out to the bitter end,

o In the first act, confusion and &haau‘was_%ha dominant
note, In Beoul the People!'s Republic quickly digintegrated
_ as the conservatives broke with 1t to follow the lead of

- the nationalist leaders flown in by the U.8. Air Force from

their exile in China and America., In other areas, however,
the Peoplets Republic remained intact well into 1946, But
the defection of the conservative nationalists of Seoul
together with the American and Russian response rosulted
in a momentary hesitation and disorientation of the leaders
" and the rank and file of the People's Republic movement,
Looking back on this periocd, it is evident that the Korean
leftists were largely unaware of the danger from the right,
For example, during the enthusiastic, turbulent period of
the People's Republic, the Korean Communist Party's candi-
‘date for the President of the People's Republic was non®
other than Syngman Rhee, However, in a matter of weeks
the basic cleavage of the Korean nationalist movement was
made clear to everyone, a cleavage that, despite frequent
blurring in the past, was an old one, It was a division
along clasa linés that the ideclogy of Korean nationalism
succeeded in obscuring, but a division that had been
implicit in the development of Korean soclety.
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Korean nationalism first emerged as a coherent politi-
- cal force out of the March First Revolution of 1919, That
rebellion, though quickly suppressed by the Japanese,
resulted in the creation of a "Korean Provisional Govern-~
‘ment" that went: into exile in shanghai and later. Chungking ,
Though dominated by the popular right-wing nationalist
leader, Kim Koo, this government-in-exile, during the
‘twentiea and 'thirties, represented a broad united front
that included even the anarchists and nationalists of a
Marxian-socialist persuasion, Even the communists entared
into relations with it for brief periods, Syngman Rhee, in
exlle in America, though the titular head of this government,
had very little influence or even contact with its leading
circles. For Koreans, the Kim:Koo group was the voice and
leadership of Korean nationalism. | S

Over the years, however, nationalist agitation and
resistance in Korea came to center in the hands of left-
wing nationalists and the communist movement of Koreas -
Both groups established small but tenacious bases among -
;oth the peasantry and the incipient labor movement of

orea, , :

Although Korea was (and still is basically) an agri-
cultural nation permeated with features of its feudal
heritage,- under Japanese domination a process of social
change was set in motion, Beginning slowly in the *twenties
and then with accelerating speed in the 'thirties, Japan
embarked upon the industrialization of Korea. With the
appearance of the first factories and plants, the Korean
communist movement (formerly splintered into half a dozen
bickering groups) came together (about 1925) and gained a
small but important folilowing anong the lower classes, A
sporadic labor movemnent under communist and socialist
leadership also came into existence., It made its power
felt in the Seoul Electric Company Strike of 1925, in the
Wonsan General Strike of 1928, and in the nation-wide
nationalist disturbances of 1929, The rapid growth of a
proletarian class in the f'thirties is ‘indicated by the fact
that in 1931 that part of the Korean labor force classified
as '"factory workers" numbered 12,000, By 1939 this number
had jumped to 730,000, (6) -

Korean labor struggles and peasant resistance in-
variably took on nationalist coloring since the management
and ownership of Korean industry and important agricultural
arsas were almost entirely in the hands of the Japanose,

(By 1939, 80 percent of tho total value of Korean property
was under Japancse control.) The Japanese also predominated
In the administrative and professional class of Korea with
the result that the Korean middle class that did manage to
emerge was a small, feeble social group closely tied to the
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colonial rulers of Korea, .Thus tnqgng&§nnal$aﬁ struggle
- 4n Korea itself < in contrast %o nationalist emigre circles -

. became a movement of the lower classes under the loaderw

ship of 1eftawingfintﬁ@lap%uﬁla@;4,?$aifaﬂ$ is important in
consideration of the ‘composition of the rightist parties and

wthe ruling clique that erterged under gyagman Rheo's
leadership. o

Tt Whatever capitalist class existed in post 1945 South

Koree was an artificial creation brought into being by the
rewarding of former Japanese enterprises as political plums
to Rhee supporters. ough for the major part Japanose
heavy industry was located in North Koroa, the political
spoils in South Korea included the important textile com-
bine, machinery plants and mining concessions, The ruling
clique of South Korea that coalesced around the right-wing
nationalist parties in 1945-46 was recruited from the moat
backward sections of Korean soclety: former wealthy land-
owners, black marketeer gangsters, monoy lenders and
former Japancse tollaborators and police agents, It waa
‘this group that turned to the old omigre nationalist |
‘1eaders and provided them with the organizational strongth
of their political parties, o

In 1945 the right-wing nationalists were roughly
divided into five groups, 1In the years that followed the
leading personalities of these groupings crossed back and
forth in and out of Pro-Rhee and Anti-Rhee blocs while
maintaining & cohesive united front against labor and
peasant forces under socialist and communist leadership,
The leading components of these groups werao:

1. The Kim .Koo nationalist party: The leaders of
this traditional type nationalist moverent, though hostile
‘to the left, were not without principles or integrity. At
one point during the American occupation Kin. Koo threatened
to launch a guerilla war to rid Korea of both the Russians
and Americans. After his assassination by a Rhee gunian in
1949, Kim Koo's group, due to a lack ol any consistent
political perspective, fell apart, some bocoming the cone-
servative opposition, others going over to Rhee, Howover,
from 1945 to 1948 the Kim Koo group was in close alliance
with the Rhee group..

2, To the surprise of both the right and left,
Syngman Rhee, the hero of the old Korean Nationalist Move-
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ment, azmrg@d as the 1aadax~ o;t’ me moat important rightist
Eoliticml force. . The group “that - formed, - argun@wahaeigﬁmed
o be the most maneuvarabla party . Theirz consc
~absolute political powsr permiﬁged them to -cooper W
‘the American Ieaders when necessary, and even t mp.-their
original gllies hha wealthy; landlords., .The peld ,
f<ta11$& of. the ® group is best illustrated i
~of Pyun Yung T@i, an important men in Raee's party, and
later in the South Korean government., In a polemic, dealing
with opponents who had denounced him as a fascist, Pyun
wrote: MGrant that Korea is tending toward Faﬁciem to offer
effectiva resistance to Communism, who is to. fear.Korean
-Fascism except.her would-be conqueror?" .And on- anether,
occasion in pleading for a postponement of representative
démocracy, he wrote: Dot
"Yhy can .we not wait ‘for a couple of "~wM oy
years?... The idea that human society .
should consist of the leader and the 1ed ﬂﬂﬂ.‘.’h
is ineradicable from the Korean minds,.
Demolish this rallying point and you will .
have an unworkable Korea., It is un-
desirable to have our president haggled
into a nonentity by a divided, turbulent .
House at the very first stage of our
national renaissance, We earnestly roe~
quest owr American brethiren to swallow
this rather undemocratic pill for poor o
dear Korea's sake, " T P

3« To . the right of Pyun Yung Tai was an outright
fascist movement led by General Lee Bum Suk., BRhee did not
trust the general and made several moves to check h e e,
bitions. But Lee Bum Suk's devotion to Rhee never waqered.
On more than one occasion his terrorist organization .
rendered Rhee inValuable service, .

4, A small group of genuine Christian democrats ade
hered to a program of parliamentary democracy. During the
occupation, the Kim Kyu Sik group functioned as Rhee's
left wing, teectering at times on the brink of a coalition
with the social democrats, Later this political force re-
eppeared as the liberal minority wing of.the conservative
opposition to Rhee, ’

5, Initially an important forco, tho wealthy land-
lord party had their cohesion broken by the land reofew <
pushed through by American pressure, - This act however did
not destroy the group, As individuals their wealth went
into grain speculation and black market activities. Their
political allegiance to Rhoe remained firm,
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It was only a matter of time before these groups came
* 'together into two right-wing groups = one tn‘pauwr‘anﬂ one
ut of powers The social ‘homogeneity of thege groups was

wgerlined by the fact ¥ jat the newly m;aawd class of

g e

ory owners and ‘black markete
,wgﬁing@firgywiglffﬁgpv: both ‘groups. At the time of
y #liberation of Korea® 4l - forces were com letoly
overshadowed by the forces of the lefl, What the rightists
desperately ned¢ded was time. And this was generously pro-
- yided by America.

o ﬁhﬁ1945‘th&_pﬁii@icalﬂxa%ﬁwafgkora& presented a vastly
more oo  13$ ?£0%ﬁ@@}“?Th@fMﬁ$$ complicating factor was the
overnight appearance of mass suppor - for Lyuh Woon Heung's
sabolalist grouping and for communist 1ed organizations.
Party organization was in a very fiuid and confused state,
The socialists lacked a cohesive party organization, thoir
forces underwent a constant fragmentation and coming to-
gether again, The communists were also subject to the same
process, although Pak Hun Yung's C.P., was eventually able
to give a sensé of cohesion to the communist forces.

ers j’M@ it a grmmm of

i

At the time of the formation of the people's Republic,
evon the communists lacked a centralized organization;
groups of communists in different locales operated indo-
pendently of one another, The striking power of both the
socialists and communists rested during this period in
organizations that were more or 1ess the creation of tho
workers and farmers of Koreas - '

~ Foremost among those wore tho widospread committecs of
' the People's Republic in whose hands actual state power
‘rested in some regions late into 1946, When the American
- army succeeded in breaking the power of the People's
Republic (7) these committees fracturod into Lyuh's Soclal
Democrat Party and other leftist parties, and into the
Farmers' Assoclation of which the dominant force was the
Communists. The second mass organization was the trade
union movement in the cities under conmunist and socialist
leadership, By 1947 this labor movement had split into two
trade union federations, each of which numbered scveral
‘hundroed thousand workers, one under anti-Stalinist leader-
ship, the other under Stalinist leadership,

Though vastly complicated by the existence of soclalists
and “communists" operating independently of any party or-
genization together with a host of minor labor and peasant
parties, the main lines of leftist party organizations in
the years 1945-47 were as follows:

1. With the dissolution of the People's Republic
government, the main body of socialists came togother under
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Lyuh Woon Heung's People's Republitan Party. After ‘the
disintegration of an ill-fated attempt at a united front
of all, leftist parties-in Augusﬁ“ﬂ946iﬂaébtions'pf,jhiai
party split to join the dissident” Yenan. "Socialist" party
while; the rest came out}undsrfthe'lable‘@f~thewsoﬁia§"

H
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- &y . The "New People's Party" under the leaaefghipggf

;Pak Nem Un-constituted the original "Yenan Party,? the ~

leadership oadres of which were left-wing nationalists,
- 8oclallists, and Communists who had either passed through
~ Mao Tse Tung's Yenan or had sympathized with the Chinese

communist movement in the past. This party contained a
great many Marxist and socialist groupings who shared a
sénse of political division from orthodox Stalinism. In
August 1946 this party eplit into  the South Korean Labor
Party and the Diligent Laboring People's Party, The former
adhered to an "orthodox Marxist" line, the latter became
known as a "moderate socialist" party.

5. The more or less orthodox Stalinists came together
under Park Hun Yung's Communist Party., But even this party
was nol free of dissension. S8everal years later the leader-
ship of this party was liquidated by the North Xorean
Stelinist regime for its questioning of Russian hegemony..

. At this point we come up against the extraordinary
neture of the Korean "communist" in 1945, Korean communists
were divided into half a dozen factions: There were "Yenan
communists, " "Moscow communists! as well as some strange,
indigenous hybrids, For example, there were two communist
dominated political parties whose eventual division into
separate organizations was based on the old dispute as to
which social class, the proletariat or the peasantry, was
to play the predominant role in the revolution in the under-
developed countries, Other communists proved restive under
the subordination of the Korean revolution to the needs of
Russien foreign policy. In 1947 a C.P, group under the
leadership of Cho Bong Ahm, a one-time member of the Far
Eest Bureau of the Comintern, broke from the communists to
go over to the socialists, As an indication of the un-
orthodox nature of Korean communism, there was the
declaration of the important Cholla Namdo C.P. leadership
which announced as its purpose the establishment of "a
democratic communist government similar to that of the
United Btates, but geared to the benefit of the working
people," (The appearance at this samc time of virulent
anti-american, rabidly pro-Russian C.P. statements in other
regions rulos out any Machiavellian explanation,)

; There is every indication that during the years 1945~
47 America, by simply refraining from giving direot and



balance of power to those socialist, labor and peasant
‘forces genuinely committed to a really independent demoe
‘oratic Korea., Lyuh Woon Heung up to the moment of his
‘assassination in the summer of 1947 continued %o give
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the

indirect support to the rightists, could have swung

every sign of his non-communist, independent socialist
position, In any case, the failure in August 1946 of the

attempt to form-a united front of the leftist parties

clearly underlined the fact of the stormy independence of
the Korean left, But America chose to support the
rightists and to ignore the terror and repression directed
toward the socialist end Christiasn democratic moderates by
the police and political parties under American sponsor-
ship, One tragic consequence of this Americsn failing was
the demoralization of the independent socialists, Another
was the forecing of the heretical communist elements into

‘the arms of the orthodox Stalinists,

- The roéh ﬁa power for the Korean rightists was not a
smooth one, America was not Russia. america could not act
with the brutal consistency of its rival to the north. The

.. Rhee clique end its American friends had to contend with
democratic critics inside and outside of American leadership

circles, Resistence to the roughshod methods of the

‘Korean rightists ocourred even within the ranks of the

American Army Command in Korea, which made several genuine
attempts to steer a middle course between the right and the
left, The defenders of the AMG and the 8tate Department
can point to the land reform pushed through over the pro-
tests of the Rhee party, to ill-fated attempts to draw
Lyuh Woon Heung's group into a coalition with the Rheo-

Kim Koo bloc, and to efforts at restraining the terrorists
of the right in the attempt to preserve a semblance of
democratic forms,.

The case of General Lee Bum Suk clearly rovealod the
pressures and counter-pressures operating in the jmerican
commend, General Lee, a favorite of both Chiang Kai-shek
and General MacArthur, had initially been provided with
both American funds and military advisors the building
of a fascist youth organization which was projected as the
nucleus of a Korean army., When the fascist ideology of this
organization became too noticeable and when it was dise
closed that its major activity consisted of torreorist
attacks not only upon the communists but on anti-communist
moderates as well, some saner heads in the american command
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succeeded in having American sponsorship withdrawn and the
organization disbanded,

' On one’of the feﬁkégoaéiéhs;whénfthe AMG succeeded in
ian Science Monitor-
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‘that ‘e had ran’agreement with the State Department which

we:nt far beyond wiat ls known by American authorities  in

" Korea,.® What is of crucigl importarce in the final evalua-

ticn of the American efforts in Korea was the nature of the
siule apparatus that America brought into existeace in

~ South Korea - & police decminated structure, the centraliza-

ticn'and bureaucratic complexity of which surpassed even
thut of the Japanese government in Korea, N

The repressive nature of the AMG-created Korean
police-judicial system was most clearly revealed in the
experience of the labor movement of South Korea during the
yeers 1945-47, During these years over 8,000 trade
unionists were arrested by the police and over 160,000 .
workers (8) were dismissed from thejr jobs, acts which, in
effect, amounted to the purging of the working force o%'not
only 1ts leaders but its militant rank and file as well,

The prisons were emptied by Lyuh Woon Heung in 1945,
By 1948 they were once again crowded with political
prisoners, - Regarding this period, the Voics of Korea, an
anti-communist nationalist journal published in Washington
D.C., was to write: S
"As long as the vicious activities of

the cruel reactionaries go unchecked there

18 no immediate hope for Forean freedom -

but only chaos and violence.,. At the early

stage of occupation, the Command alienated

the so-called leftists by ignoring them in

favor of the reactionarics, The moderates

are luke warm toward the half-hearted

attitude of the Military Government towards

them, The reactionaries are hostiloc and

bitter because South Korea was not turned

over to thsm,,. Instead of taking the bull

by the horns and fighting intelligently,

the Command seems to be frozen by its

communist phobia." (9)

The end result was a government under the leadership
of Syngman Rhee, Pyun Yung Tai and Genocral Lee Bum Suk.
The inclusion (due to American pressure) of the socialist,
Cho Bong aAhm, in the cabinst of the R.0.K, for'a short
period of time did little to hide the cold truth regarding
the nature of tho regime; for when Cho Bong Ahm as Minister
of Agriculture became too energetic in carrying out the

s



14,

provisions of the land reform he was quiockly removed by
Rhee,

o The final act of America in the launching of the
i/ Republic of Korea was not without a disquieting note.
~ South Korean socialists along with right-wing national ist
©" leaders had, up to 1948, favored jmmediate independence,
“ipogether they went out into the streets to protest the
1945 announcement of a Jjoint Soviet-American st rustesship”
over Korea agreed upon by Washington and Moscow for "a
period of up to five years." (Park Hun Yung's Communist
Party was alone in its defense of the trusteeships) When
the prospect of independence finally arrived, however, and
it became evident that partition of their nation was
likely, the Bouth Korean socialists and the nationalist
leader, Kim Koo, drew back in fear of the consegquences,

on November 5, 1947 the Politlcal and Security
Committee of the U.N, referred a resolution to the U.N.
General Assembly calling for elections to be held in all
ot Kovoa not later than March 31, 1948 and for withdrawal
of both occupation powers, This resolution, adopted by
the General Assembly November 14, 1947, was attacked by
the Soviet U.N. delegate, Maniulsky, for its re ection of
the Russian proposal thab the General Assembly first confer
-with representatives of both South and dorth Korea before
reaching a decision as to The future of Korea, The 8South
Korean delegation, to iis oredit, pleaded with the UsBe
State Department to accept the Russian proposal in order
that the basis of the last Soviet objection to Korean ine
dependence be removed, The American State Dopartment ro-
jected the BSouth Korean plea to include representatives of
the Korean people in the General Assembl discussions as
nimpracticable due to lack of times* (10

The U.N,. sponsored elections in gouth Korea on May 10,
1948 brought a violent reaction from both the non-communist
left and the important party of the right-wing leader, Kim
Koo. Together, the left and right called for a bmyca%t of
the U.N. elections out of the justified fear that the
holding of the elections would make definitive the split of
their nation into Russian and American sponsored regimos,
Dr. Rhee, on the other hand, urged support of the elections.

The U.N. election that was to create the Republic of
Korea turned out to be a bloody one, On June 5, 1948 the
UeS. Army in Korea amnounced that 3&3 porsons were killed
during the ten days preceding the election, and the Usa
Commission, itself, in its second report stated that it had
nexperienced considerable difficulty in making contact with
left-wing organizations, certaln of whoso representativos
were found to be either in prison or under order of arrest




on some form of police‘éﬁrvéilianbﬁ." The chairman of the
U.N., Commission stated that right-wing activity (Dr. Rhee's
followers) was "strong" and "blatant." (11) | .

. The boycott aimed et preventing the fimal partttioh of
' Korea failed. The police were able ts “urn out an’ over-
wiolming majority 4o cast their ballcis for the rightist

- greups supporting Syngman Rhee, ' U.N., Commissions, on the

hagls of a spot check o2 voting booths on election days,
gave their stamp of approval to the South Korean elections,
+ while noting in minority reports "evidence of minor ins
fringement and pre-election violence," . Tt has always been
the contention of South Korean opposition leaders that the
U.N, teams! techniques of observation were such that every-
day police terrorization of. the peasantry was inevitably
glossed over, . . ' :

In the two years preceding the outbreak of the Korean
War the Korean peopls felt the full brunt of the repressive
nature of the Rhee clique, Rhee's opponent. on the right,
Kim Koo, suffered the fate of Lyuh Woon Heung. He received
a bullet in the back of the head, The assassin, a young
RUK Army lieutenant, was sentenced to 11ife imprisonment,
only to be released after one year by Rhee and promoted
to the rank of Colonel (a lesson that was not. lost on the
ambitious gunmen of Rhee's Liberal Party). Throughout 1949
and early 1950 Seoul's.West Gate Prison resounded with -
gunfire as leftist leaders and intellectuals were brought
before Rhee's firing squads, Rhee was rapidly moving
toward a complete police state when his horrified American
sponsors blew the whistle,

In a sharply worded statement Dean Acheson expressed
his displeasure over Rhee's decision to postpone the spring
elections of 1950, and pleaded for the holding of the
elections with a minimum of police interference. Rhee gave
in and the elections were held. This election resulted in
a minor setback for Rhee, Several of his strongest .
supporters were defeated and a sizeable number of opposition
members were slected to the National Assembly, But this
victory came too late. On June 25 the armies of North
Korea launched their invasion of the south, leaving no
choice for the Korean people other than the one between
Stalinist totalitarianism and the corrupt, reactionary
regime of Rheae,
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 To America's embarrassment the war in its firat year
.., revealed the almost disastrous iaﬂk of popular support for
the Rhee regime, ROK Army soldiers disciplined by beatings,
went into battle with the ory: ) & ale becauss of my low
social status!® Their inabillity to withstand eneay atiack
brought near panic %o Anericen military commanders. The
Qumping of millions of dollars of military supplies on
Seoul' s South Gate black market by ROX officers and govern-
 ment officials did nothing to inspire American conf idence
in. the ability of its ward to carry on the crusade of the
,gfﬁrsefwgrldﬂ;;nmw&ha:abmmh, Communist guerilla units re-
ceived support from impoverished sectlons of the peasantry.
American soldiers embarking for duty in Korea were warned
 regarding the popularity of the Communist cause among the
.. Bouth Korean people., To save anything out of the Korean
. debacle required an all-out effort on the part of the armed
forces of the U,.B. ‘

»

" From America's point of view thers was on® saving
element, The Russian-directed Communist forces alionated
many of those who at the outbreak of the war gave allegiance
to Communism. As the war dragged on bringing tragic devas-
. tation to Korea, more than one Korean Communist leader came
to regard the war as a blunder on the part of the Russians,

Non-communist intellectuals of gSeoul who had initially
supported North Korea ended up regretting their dec ision.

. pissident elements in the North Korean camp began to grow
dur ing the war. Popular support for the Communist cause
even began to wane among the lower claaass of South Korea,
(The refugees from the north had a few unpleasant tales to

_tell their brothers of 1life under Communist rule,) (12)
Hunger, suffering, bombardment contributed to the asense of

- apathy and indifference of wide segments of Korean society.
More and more the Korean people came %o foel that they had
1ittle at stake in the conflict between East and Weat,

Tn the meantime the struggle between Ehes and his
opposition continued. Despite police and ROK Army inter-
ference, conservative independents and the socialist group
around Cho Bong Ahm made some show of strength in the 1952
elections. This was followed, however, by the mass arrest
of the minority opposition members of ghe National Assembly
and by renewed acts of repression on the part of Rhee's
police and terrorist organizations. gix months before the
1952 election, the labor movement of Bouth Korea suffered
s new blow, A defeated strike at the Chosen Textile Com-
pany resulted in the discharge of 600 workers and a now
purge of the South Korean trade union leadership, They




®

3‘2’

were replaced hy“&ia;hard~ghae men. SR

.. The existence of such struggles together with face-
saving American medistion of the rathlessness of the Rhee

’ragdms]gave some small hope to the opposition,

~In 1953 peace cams to Xorea, a peace that left fifty
ﬁhﬂusand*hcmelass‘children begging in the streets, a peace

Cthat left South Korea ravaged and prostrate, an uneasy
arnlstice that offered the socialists and democrats of

South Xorea a desperate second chance in their struggle
for democracy, = : .

The ‘Btrugegle Against the Rhee Dictatorship"'l953—1959

Few Americans can imagine what agony and effort went
irto rebuilding the parties of opposition. They were con-
t.rually harrassed by police terror and govermment inter-
ference.  They were built in an economy that (despite the
billions of dollars of Americen foreign aid poured into it)
corstantly teetercd on the brink of collapse. With great
sucrifices the socialists on the left and Christian demo-
crats on tho right weat out into the streets of the cities
and the villages of the countryside to embark upon their
struggle against the Rhee ragime, With the approach of the
Tirst postwar South Korean e¢lection, they were finally
ready for the first real test of strength,

In the spring of 1956, the political composition of
the opposition was as follows: The major opposition party
%o Dr. Rhee's Liberal Party was the Domocratic Party under
the lcadership of Patrick Honry shinicky, The Democratic
Party is a conservative, pro-capitalist party which includes
both old rightist elements and dedicated bourgeois liberals,
Hewnever, the leader of its right wing, Chough Pyung 0Ok, in
cenversations with the author in 1956 declared that his
Croup hed "no programatic differocnces with Rheets party,
thot 'only personclity issues scparated them from the
Rroo group; " that "given Rhoe's removal, the two parties
would merge, !

The liberal wing of this party, however, under the
luadership of Roman Catholic intollectuals took a strong
stand against Rhee's suppression of civil liberties and
the corruption a nd economic reaction of Rhee's adminis-
tration, It was in the Catholic leaders of this group and
thelr spokesman, Shinicky, that the opposition to Rhee
bocame sharply focussud, It was Shinicky's election slogan,
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nge cannot go on 1iving this way " that brough
mass rallies, one of which numbered three hundred %
sand people. '

The second major opposition party was the demoorat ioe
gociallst, Progressive Party then newly organized under
the leadership of Cho Bong Aﬁm, In 1956 its leadership was
composed of remnants of Lyuh Woon Heung's social democrata,
 independent socialists who had followed the lead of the Kim

had broken from Stalinism in 1946~47, These leaders were
men of wide political experience, with decades of work in
labor and peasant movements behind them, Their intellectwal
level was high, and their view of the immense problems
facing Korea was sober and realistic, Their long-ters
perspective was a democratic socialist Korea adhering %o a
third-camp, neutralist position in the Cold War, Their
party organization in 1956 was operating under semi-logal
conditions that forced the majority of its membership %o
conceal their socialist affiliation. Hevertheless, 1%
managed to funotion as & mass party, pelling {(deapite
police terror and fraud) over a mi&iian votes and out-
 voting the Rhee party in certain southern cities by a

2 to 1 majority.

. Communism, it should be noted, was completely dis-
~credited andynil as & political force in South Korea, a
" process that reached 1iis completion in 1954, In that year
‘the nature of the Russian puppet state was underlined
a sweeping purge of the Korean Communist Party that almost
entirely liquidated the popular indigenous leadership of
the Xorean Communist Party, including preé-war underground
and wartime leaders of the caliber of Park Hun Yung, Les
sung Yup, Lee Kang Gook and Lim Hwa, The opposition to
Rhee in 1956 was an anti-Communist opposition composed of
soclalists on the left and Christian democrats on the right,

The opposition parties were prepared and capable of
using mass action in the streets of the cities %o block and
combat police interference in the elections, In the
scattered villages of the peasantry, however, they proved
in a significant number of regions %ﬁ be powerless against
Rhee's centralized mobile police-army.

As the election drew near a tragic blow was dealt the
opposition by the death of the popular ghinicky a wook be-
fore the presidential election, Added to police inter-
ference in crucial rural areas, this guaranteed the victory
of Rhee, Thus the election that the opposition leaders be-
lieved would break the back of the Hhee government ended
with Rhee secure in power complete with the public con-

gratulations and endorsement of then erican ret 4
State, John Foster Dulles, An goe ary e
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‘and the poor of the city of Seoul at

The students a this
time participated in an explosive demonstration of ir
gnger and. sense of frustration, wWhen the funeral %
bearin P A old guard nationalisty ShHin "
arrive a mob, of ten thousand collected, ¢hing

.ved in 8eon

through the city behind the funeral hegrse, they énded up

by storming the police barricade before the presidential

palace shouting the slogan, "Down with the Rhee Dictatorship t*
- On that.rainy spring evening as the wnarmed crowd retreated

before the murderous fire of the police, carrying with them

their dead and wounded, the cry rang out in the streets of

Seogl: "We will returnt Someday we march on Kyung Mu Dal

again (" | ,

In July of that same year (1956), a few short months
after the Kyung Mu Dai riot, the opposition members of the
National Assembly walked out into the street in g demonstra=
tlon against police interference in provincial elections,
The government threw an armed cordon around the center of
Seoul, cleared the streets, and alerted politically re-
liable army units for movement into Seoul, This demon-
stration ended with some seventy elected representatives
of several million Korean people being attacked by the
professional thugs of the Anti-Communist Youth League,
Several representatives were pistol-whipped and then
arrested by the police,

American Gompliéity

American leaders were not ignorant of these events :
that led up to the revolt of this spring. National Assembly
man Kim Sun-Tae was beaten to his knees in front of the
American Embassy and hauled away to jail in an open Jjeep
with the feet of the police chief of Seoul resting on his
head, If the American leaders could not recognize the
meaning of the events on their doorstep, then certainly
they could have given credence to a worried American Army
G-2 Intelligence report of that year which disclosed that
the sympathies of important segments of the ROK Army were
one hundred percent behind gShinicky and other leaders of
the opposition. If nothing else, -they could have given
careful consideration to the words of an American official
who resigned his position with the pmerican government in
Seoul in protest over the administration of American economic
ald in South Korea,

=

In early 1957, Charles Edmunson, a one-time editor of
Fortune magazine and Public Information Officer of U,S.I.S.
in Korea, resigned his post and subscquently published two
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%étatementga ‘His views, by zha'tggk received front page

- 'coverage by Japanese and Hong Kong newspapers but almost

" no coverage in the American press.

~ In an article in the Nation of Nov. 9, 1957, on the
S baaiszof his experiences in the Far Bast, kr. Bdmun son
 warned of the dangers of the C,I.A. organization of Allen
Dulles, Mr. Edaunson wrote:
"The secret operations of intelligence

agents can easily be maripulated to channel

pubiic opinion according to the wishes of

those in charge... It should never be for-

gotten that such a.huge and well-heeled

secret agency as the C,I,A. represents a

continuing potential danger to democratic

government,

Koreans were well awared of the involvement of the
C.I.A. in the internal politics of South Korea, Due to the
position of the C,I,A. in American government, this
organization is beyond the control of public opinlon and
criticiem, This was no secret to Koreans.

Foreign ald: Down the Drain

Mr. Edmunson's revelations regarding the handling of
economic aid in South Korea threw into sharp outline the
essénce of America's role in Korea, In an article in The
Roporter of Oct, 31, 1957, Mr, Edmunson put hia finger on
the crux of the matter in his discuesion of what happened
to the 50 million dollars worth of fertilizer granted sach
year to the South Korean government as revealed by a report

"of the International Co-Operation Administration of the

" UuNe ! :
: "The fertilizer is given to the Koroan
government, which sells it to Korean farmers
for hwan, which are supposed to go Into
economic ald and defense funds, The raeport
reveals that less than thirteen per cent of
the lécal currency owed these funds was
actually pald in. Most of the other elghtiy-
seven per cent went into political slush
funds or was lost through graft,

"Meanwhile, the Korean peasant paid for
his fertilizer not the reasonable price
agreed to by the American authorities and
the Korean government of $3,72 per hundreds
pound bag but a n average of two or two and




ment -and the White House but a
UsSs Army officer who bears the
vl ¢iMPQ8“f“‘ﬁ&tl&;OfwﬁhitedﬂﬂﬂtiQn&uQOMV s
“i .00 mander in Korea... This makes for divided,
*  .authority, :The Ar 8 always oppo: :

" any action that might conc eivably dise
Pleass the leaders of Korea's armye¢ve 1

"PresidentvRhee,\furthermore, is & ...~
shrewd Propagandist with powerful friends.
in both houses of Congress and among key . . -
newspapers and news magazines, In
failing to report many essential facts -
about the aid program in Korea, the Dot
Americean press must bear some of the
blame for the situation as it now exiasts,
For example, certain american newspapers
and megazines whose reporters saw copies
of the ICA report scoring irregularities
in the distribution of fertilizer did SRS
not print the: story," i e

2

This porite ignoring of the corruption of- the Rhee
clique meant little to the American people other then the
usual fleecing of the American taxpayer, but to, the Korean
péople it meant far more. In 1957 it meant that over three
million Korean farmers during the crucial pre-harvest
months were forced to subsist on bark, grain husks and
grass roots,

Rhee, it should be noted, did accept some American
advice aimed at improving the efficlency of branches of
his government. The National Police of the Rhee regime
were generously supplied with American automatic weapons,
U.S. Army machine guns and America n advisors, 1Its leader-
ship cadres benefited conslderably from training visits to
the schools of J, Edgar Hoover's F.B.I. and to that model
force of law and order - The Police Department of
Chicago, Illinois,
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However, even this massive police-army had diffieulty
controlling the e¢lections of 1956, Although opposition
" political organizers fownd it impoasible to enter many
rural areas or to get opposition newspapers into the police
terrorized areas, the American supporters of Rnee were able
to point to the election of the opposition candidate, John
Chang, to the vice presidency over Rhee's candidate, Lee
Ki Poong as proof of the existence of democracy ahim
blithely ignoring the fact that after the %m%;@m John
Chang was forced by several assassination attempils by
Rhee's police-backed gunmen into the barricaded, armed
seclusion of his home, :

The strong showing made by the opposition in the spring
of 1956 failed to improve the political situation, The rew
action of Rhee and his police to the growth and erganization
of the anger of the people was to strengthen repressive
control over that part of the Korean electorate moatl easily
controlled - the sixty-five percent of the g@gmlmma con=
sisting of the village peasantry. In addition, measures
were taken to gag the press and to strengthen
over the elected bodies on a local and nations

solice centrol
lewal,

With the approach of the National Assembly election of
1958, Dr, Rhee succeeded in dealing a death blow %o the one
force that remained his most vonsistent and implacable
enemy - the soclal democrat movement of BSouth Korea., With
the aocquiescence of the right wing leaders of the Demooratic
Party, who shared Dr, Rheels fear of the socialist left,
the entire leadership of the anti-Communist Progressive
Party was arrested and several of the most prominent
socialist leaders of South Korea were brought to trial for
"contact and cooperation with a communist espionage unit,.®
The soclalist movement was, in affect, outlawed, ‘

Prior to his execution, the Rhee government surrounded
the prison with tanks, barbed wire entanglements and an
infantry battalion of the ROK Army under the pretense of
preventing a "communist attempt at liberation® of the
Progressive Party leader, Cho Bong Ahm,

A few weeks before the suppression of the socialist
movement the author received an enthusiastic letter from
& young Korean socialist who spoke of his groat hopes for
his party in the coming National Assembly election, The
Progressive Party, he wrote, planned "to throw caution %o
the winds and openly emerge out of its semi~legal state by
openly running more candidates in more districts since bow
fore the Korean War," With the police liguidation of the
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L Press and the Rhee Regims’
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Secretary of State Herter!s (APril 19, 1960) repr

rimand
to the Rhee government is to. be welcomed, along with the
Indignent editorials of the American press. But the indig-
nation of pmerican politicians and opinion leaders would
have been welcomed by the Korean opposition in the 1956
elections; it would have been welcomed in 1958 when the
Progressive Party was smashed; 1t would have be
during the 1958 elections; 1t would have been welcomed in
the winter of 1959 when Spposition members of the Nati
Assembly were again dragged out in the streets to be pistol-
whipped by officers of the National Police; 1t would have
been welcomed before, during and immediately after the
elections of this spring, T

>

The American attitude to the Korean events of 1958 is
best typified by the reaction of two of the important
opinion moulders on the American scene, According to
Time magazine of Kay 12, 1958, despite "minor rural attempts
at voter intimidation,,, freedom of the franchise was regis-
tered.,, it was clear that a two-party system was- beginning
to take hold.,, Police harrassment of anti-gevernment
Politicians has slackened steadlily,.n ‘

An editorial of the New York Times applauding the
triumph of democracy in South Korea said: "There will
cont inue to be a majority government, and there will cone
tinue to be an effective opposition.,s the basis of the
ballot is sound, as it should be, This is a government
by consent of the goverened,n

It is impossible to overemphasize the extent of
Amer ican whitewashing of the Rhee regime and the deliberate
Coverup of the facts about Korea., The only publication to
give any extensive coverage Lo the suppression of the




I 24 .,

‘Korean social demoorats and the imprisonment of their -
leaders, and to raise its small voice in protest was the
. ..Americen socialist newspaper Labor Action.(13) In an
" art{cle(14) dealing with the 1958 Natlonal Assembly elecw
. tlons, L%.L‘ ction put forth a radical analysis of the
_."Korean situation for the benefit of ‘its several thousand
" _American readers,  Copies were smuggled into South Korea
: into the hands otwK?rgén”igﬁg}16§§¢a1$§,

" The attention of the Labor ‘Action analyst centered on
the nature of the deadlock whic ee held the opposi
tion, The opposition could not break through the police

control of the rural areas, This fact, together with the
increasing. anger of the impoverished, explolted Korean
people, pointed toward a revolutionary solution to the im-
passe of Korean democracy. In the same issue of that
publication a socialist writer went on to emphasize not

_ only the necessity of a revolutionary overthrow of the

Rhee regime through a smashing of the urban nerve centers
~ of the National Police, but also its feasibility despite
~ the presence on the scene of the forces of america and
" Russia. -

~_ In short, on the question of the Rhee regime, there
was a world of difference between the editors of Time
magazine and the New York Times and... the American

The Call for Revolution

. : In early 1959 the first public call for revolution
‘ was made in South Korea. In the Seoul newspaper,
Hyang Shinmun, the call for revolt appeared in an article
y Choo Yo Han, Ostensibly a discussion of Ferdinand A.
Herman's (of Notre Dame University) theory of the tyramny
of the majority, the article ended with the following
words: }
‘ "political logic bases the principle of
the majority on tolerance, magnanimity and
persuasion, A true majority‘ of course, is
not expressed solely by'elac%ions. If
elections are not capable of determining a
true majority there may be another way of
doing it, It 1s the way iIn which a true
majority is decided by force, and that is
what we call a revolution., The key to
grasping the substance of the current
crisis may lie in this point." (15)




25,

BI@mhbgig,thyrgﬂggpgrm;he appearance of that issue
coef K yeng Shinmun on’the' strests of Secul, the author
~btogether wi qjﬂ&;Tpu“-1gger’w%§eiﬁnder\arrsst“on=ﬁhe charge
-9f "treason," "Bt the point had béen made, ' The article
was ‘copied, read and recited in huridreds of villages and
-towns. of South'Korea, s oankenian e e gy

&
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What occurred thi's April in ‘the streets of tha-cities
of South Korea was not” simply the outbreak of spéontanesus
mob violence, The rank and file socialists, the young,
Roman Catholic democrats, the peasant men and: women,, the
laborers and poor of the towns and cities, were prepared
and united in their determination to win out, And when
they were once again denied their democratic~n1ghts,"they
embarked upon the only course left open to them, TLed by
the students, they marched wnarmed into the fire of police
barricades to try to win what the American leaders and the
United Nations with all of their power had been either un-
able or unwilling to give them - political democracy. -

The Koroau Student Revolt ~ Its Strength and Weaknesses

P

The cirocumstances surrounding the student-led fehellion
indicate both its strengths and weaknesses as well as .the

ggnggra facing the demooratic forces of Kerea in the period
hoad, K ,

The first point to be noted is the deep roots of the
rebellion among the lower class of Korean society., In the j
city of Masan, for example, it was not the students who in i
tho decisive encounter broke the power of- the police, but "
rather a mob of working class women., And in Seoul the vic-
tory of the students was . assured not by Mr, Herter's
statement, but by the conscript peasant soldiers of the
15th ROK Army Division. Sent into Seoul under orders to
Buppress the revolt, the soldiers surrendered their tanks
to the students and refused to fire upon the rebels, It
was after this event that the pmerican Ambassador called

upon Rhes to break the unhappy news to him that he was
finished, : «

The origin of the student revolt in the southern
cities of Kwangju, Masan and Pusan is significant, In a
sengeé, it was inevitable that, given the outbreak of a
revolutionary struggle by the Korean people, it should
have begun in the towns and cities of the two southern
provinces of Cholla Namdo and Kyungsang Namdo. For during
the last hundred years of Korea's history these two
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..-provinces have been the birthplace of every Korean mass

. .movement of protest and revolt. Tt was here that in 1859
. there emerged the messianic native religion that came to
_be lnown as Chundokyo. This movement raised the cry for

[

an end to oppression by alien conquerors, equality for
women, and soclal justioce. Tt was here that the Christians

found devoted converts and that the Japanese were met with
;fpaas@m@amesistam@pxmovamente, 1t was here that the strong

pre~World tlar I Korean anerchist movement flourished, In

- the ‘twenties and 'thirties the Korean communist and left-
wing nationalist movements received their strongest support

from the impoverished lower classes in this area. These

~ two, provinces were in 1958, at the time of its brutal
. suppression, the stronghold of the social democratic move-
ment of -South Korea and of the trade union movement,

. . But the prédominanoe of the students in the leader-
ship of the revolt in Seoul and other decisive areas points

to a disturbing fact - the disorganized state of labor and
farmer organizations as well as the absence of a political
party able and willing %o sieze the initiative, The on®

~ .political force with its organization and pross presently

intact is the conservative Democratic Party. This party is
mder control of its extreme right wing and its ranks are
being swamped with the mass desertion of politicians from

 Rhee's Liberal Party, Everything points towards its emar

gence as the party of the same glements which ruled Korea

_under the Rhee police state., Of couras, the liberal

minority might split and form a now party. But such a party
would, judging from past programatic statements of Korea's
‘nliberals," offer 1little hope to the poor of the cities

and the impoverished peasantry.

There are signs that the students remain suspicious

"of the conservative opposition to Rhee and doubly suspicious

of the most likely ally of that group - America. puring the
fighting in Seoul the students devoted one of their mass
attacks to the attempt to destroy a statue of General Mac
Arthur. After the collapse of the Rhee government the
conservatives held a mass funeral ceremony to honor the
student dead. An American Army band and an Amer ican general
with flower s-in-hand participated. The students of Seoul
voted in favor of a boycott of the ceremony. Despito all
the talk of Herter's "break" with the policies of his pre-
decessor, the Korean students were well aware of the meaning
of Eisenhower's visit to Franco Spain as well as his
intended visit, before the revolt, to Syngman Rhee,

american foreign policy does not make radical shifts
easily. Many of the students realize that the temptation
will remain strong for america to back any group or strong-
man who offers the slightest prospect of preventing the
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t - students' revolt from déveloping inte a revolutionary

R force comparable to Lyuh Woon Heung's People's Republic
movement of 1945, CER

The American State Department and the U,N., of cburse,
can easily carry out the student demand for "free elec '
tions with civil liberties for all political parties,®
But the question remains whether America would welcome the
reappearance of a Korean socialist movement dedica
re-united, neutralist Korea, free of both Russian and '
American influence, 8Such a Korea would inevitably mean a
democratic socialist Korea ~ an almost certain revolutionary
factor in the status quo of the Far East, An imaginative
American foreign policy would welcome such an ‘alternative,
But will the leaders of either the Democratic or Republican
parties be capable of breaking free of their realpolitik
mystique to embrace and to work for such an alternative?
This is & zgaaticn which American liberals must be prepared
to answer in the coming period, V

The responsibility placed upon the Korean students is
a heavy one, It is quite possible that in Cholla Namdo and
Kyungsang Namdo the revolutionary and socialist sentiment of
those provinces will raise the political consciousness to a
level at which the students will realize that the natural
ally in their struggle to achieve their democratic aspira-
tions is a socialist movement representing the interests of
labor and the peasantry., 1In Seoul, however, it is almost
certain that the ranks of the student rebels will be split
by an effort of various rightist leaders to gain their
alleglance, There are indications that both these
processes are underway in the respective areas,

The gearch for a Strongman and the Reorganization
of The Korean Socliallst vaemen%

Despite the resignation of Rhee an uneasy truce exists
in South Korea. The caretaker government of Huh Chung has
given its tentative promise to the students that in three
months time new elections will be held, In the meantime,
the effective balance of power rests in the hands of the
Korean army. The new government has clamped martial law on
many of the "trouble spots" of South Xorea., It is an un-
certain period, The forces of the right and left will
maneuver for a foothold, As Korea moves off the front
pages of american newspapers a cloud of obscurity will
descend upon the day~to-~day events in Korea, Therefore
it is necessary to pay close attention to two political
events which have occurred in the last few weeks,
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T me’ p1vst” 1s the attempt of the editorial writers of

Time megazine to build up the image of a new candidate for
fhe role of an enlightened strongman of South Korea. For

.. - Mrs Luce's braintrust, the hero of the Korean Students'
Revolt 1s General Song Yo Chan, Chief of staff of the
Korean Army. . According to Time magazine of May 9, 'Hhes

. might still be there if it had rot been for one man:

., .General Song Yo Qggnjﬁﬁﬁf‘The'wiﬁe/apcount goes on to re-
late General Song's version of .t e overthrow of Rhee: pcw
.Bong through a series of conferences with Rhee brought about
his resignation. In the Luce=Sor version, the general rew

- .fused to fire upon the students because he "pelieved the

_.'gtudents' demands were Jjust." . .. .

%

igéfj;#ThefLﬁqe‘puhiicatioﬁyfailsnﬁq‘inidrm its readers that
-~ on jApril 20 while the fighting still raged in the streets

{. .. .0f Seoul, General Song publicly vewed that his troops

i

‘"mould. obush any further outbreaks without mercy."(16)
- The general®’s words wers duly recorded by correspondents
.of .the UPI, AP and Reuters news agencles, Noreover,

. elements of the 15th ROK division, under direct command of

. Song did fire on the studénts and did attempt 1o restore
norder," On the basis of news despatches of the thres

_ news agencies cited above, the San Francisco Chronicle of
..« April. 20 reported: o o S
.. "In the capital city (Seounl) troops
e ~quickly cleared most street%\apﬂ'raaturad
... . a brooding peace.,. The 15th' ROK Division
.+, . broke up daylong.riots of ‘students who at
 .one point besieged Rhee in his mansion...
_But. in northeaaxern:8§ou1;Wcaﬁter of re-
sistence agalnst Rhee!s Libéral Party,
hundreds of defiant demonstrators still
roamed. Army tanks and truckloads of
‘soldiers moved on that sector this
morning," SRR

what happened when those tanks and soldiers met the
students that morning? What happened to General Song's
vow %o crush the revolt "without mercy?" 7hat caused the
about-face on the part of General Song? Thatl evening an
ABC radio correspondent speaking directly from Seoul re-
ported that the events which had transpired in the city
that day could only be compared to the February Revolution
- +in the Russia of 1917, in that the soldlers were openly
- fraternizing with the rebel students, It was the refusal
of the rank and file soldiers of the 15th ROK Division to
‘fire on the students that brought about General song's
overnight change of heart, and nothing else ! When the
dust cleared from the confrontation of the students and
the army, the students found that not only had General
. Song. come out on "their side," but the entire body of




The mass desertion from 8y
maneuver of the Rhes cl.i ue to
‘The next step was taken By Gené

labor. peasant and socialist organizations,
outlawed Progressive Party of Cho Bong Ahm, Ac

to1a sount in the New York Times of May 8, Tthe. groy
told that suoh punlfe ’

suca p ¢ assemblies violated emergency
law &mmaa, »;\»‘; TR AT THGE n Tt apye g I T

. With'Koréa's promised eleotions three mo
1t is obvious that General Song is taking s
tnaya@arganaawat”any‘politiual foro
of*thﬂ*ﬁ%udanﬁagf*ah%vd%'&a‘ﬁhlika
Succeed in preventing the formati
Such an overt act of political rep
" the heated tempers of the students nor stay the

concarn of the American gtate Department to kee
good graces of the students, . s

nervous
in the

Time magazine's new-found hero will bear watching in
the coming period; for with the raapgearance of the Korean
socialist movement on the scene the battle lines in ‘the
struggle for Korean democracy will once again begin to form,
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g “wihe Epic of Korea," (Public Affairs

-ess, Washington, D.C., 1950,) pp 58-70, contains the
arces andia d cussiony of the ordinances issued by
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L&@ki&ﬁneMil;mary qg€ernméh£‘1hpkorea,"

) s Hedey "Development of Trade Unionism in Korea,"
or¢ nian articlé in the Chungang Eoonomic Review, July 1996,
(seoul, Korea). Prof., Tak's figures are from the
"vear Book of Korean Economy," published by the Bank
eb rnpcloioof ‘Korea (Sequl)w .. oo
SRR 4 k g s

el e Xe T Y o S ST e PLIte TERCIL DI L S o
~/The process of -the breakup of the People's Republic
Lmint ae nivardied in different provinces and cities. 1In some
cases the presence of the Americans on the scene was
sufficient to mobilize the dormant conservatives
within the People's Republic to break with it, In
some regions, however, the People's Republic and their
militia, the Chianderi, were not dislodged until

military force was brought to bear upon them,

(8) Tak, H.J., Chungang Economic Review, July 1956 - In
considering Prof. Tek's startling disclosures on what
happened to the labor movement of Korea under American
rule, it should be noted that Prof. Tak is a staunch
anti-communist and pro-American in his synpathies.

(9) "Voice of Korea," Aug. 15, 1957, washington, D.C.

(10) Louise Yim, "My Forty Year Fight for Korea," pp 272-73,
(Louise Yim was a member of the South Korean delega~-
tion to the U.N.)

(11) "Voice nf Korea," March 20, 1948,




North Korean agricul
did not suffer from th
impoverishment of tenant f.

Consequently, North Korean land
utilized to a great extent to- 1
independent landowners and to br
surplus under state control,.

I

(13) Labor Action, May 15, 1958, New York - 1
tlon was at the time the organ of the Inde
Socialist League, an organization which has s
Joined the Socialist Party - Soolal Demoo ot i
p@d&rﬂ.ﬁiﬁnw ;

(14) Labor sction, June 2, 1958, New York.
(15) Wow York Times, March 1, 1959, |
(16) San Francisco Chronicle, April 20, 1960,

| Y ork; 1951, This {s an excellent over=al
introduction to Korean history and oopture then’ oo n to
upon the political situation of 1945-1960

¥

tocay, " Harvard University Press,
18 1s the most concise and invaluable
both Russian and american policies in

source dealing with

Korea as well as the nature of the regimes of North and
South Korea,

King C » Columbia U Y, New York,
Originally submitted as a Ph,D, thesis, this little«
publicized work provides a wealth of material in the farm
of detailed accounts of the operation of the AMG in the
province of Cholla Namdo., It 4s in actuality the only

source that deals to any extent with the People's
Republic of 1945;
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