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SUMMARY (SEVENTEENTH CHAPTER)

Note: 1. Portions in brackets are supplied ideas.
2. Numbers in brackets indicate the verses.

In the previous chapter, Bhagavan said that $astra is the
pramana in determining what is right and wrong and that one should
act according to what $astra says . Based on this, Arjuna raises a
question here — “To what category does a person belong if he
worships with faith without scriptural knowledge -— sattvic, rajasic,
or tamasic?” (1)

Krsna answers that he may belong to any category according
to his temperament. An ignorant person’s faith will depend on his
nature since he has no scriptural knowledge to guide. (By observing
various types of worship done by others, he develops his faith
according to his character. On the other hand, a person who goes by
the scriptural teaching will invariably have sattvic faith) (2, 3).

Krsna differentiates three types of faith based upon the object
of worship (4). Even the nature of worship varies according to faith.
People of tamasic faith take to severe practices involving torture of
the body etc. (5, 6).

Having answered Arjuna’s question, Krsna discusses a few
more topics namely food, yajna, tapas, and charity, differentiating
them into three types based on the gunas (7 to 22). (Refer the chart.)
|A seeker has to choose the sattvic type i.e. daivi-sampat and avoid
rajasic and tamasic types i.e. @suri-sampat.]

Bhagavan concludes the teaching mentioning the significance
of the mantra “Om tat sat”. This originated from Brahma’s mouth
in the beginning of the creation, and has been traditionally chanted
during scriptural activities like yajiia, tapas, and dana. The word
‘sat’ has many meanings like existence, goodness, good action,
steadfastness and an action as an offering to the Lord (23 to 27).
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[In essence the utterance of this mantra will sanctify scriptural
actions and make them sattvic.]

In the last verse, Krsna emphasizes the importance of éraddha
(faith). Without faith all scriptural activities become asat,
1.e. fruitless (28).

The topics of this chapter are:

1. Arjuna’s question and three types of §raddha ...........1t0 6
2. Krsna introduces NeW tOPICS .uueveeererrervrrrvrreererreerseresssnmeanses 7
3. Three types of foit s s & U0 L0
4. Three types Of YA ....ccvevuerveererieieisiseesesisessesseesnns 11to013
5. Three types of tapas (based on instrument) ............. 14to 16
6. Three types of tapas (based on guna)..........cccuveee.. 17 t0 19
7. Three types OF CRATIEY oo simnn manisn-mmssnss s s sssis- 20to 22
8. Significance of “om tat sat”and conclusion ............ 23 to 28

Since §raddha is highlighted both in the beginning and in the
end, this chapter is called Sraddhatrayavibhaga-yoga.





