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Two exciting Jim Hardie Adventures:

• THE MAN THEY COULDN'T DROWN

• THE SKELETON CAVE



Jim Hardie

The Man They Couldn't Drown

Win-]] Jim Hardie is caught offguard by a

Stealthy outlaw ambush, his own life and

8100,000 on the Bitter Creek stage seem

Until the resourceful agent rises from a

watery grave like an avenging phantom to

spring a clever trap.

The Skeleton Cave

As hate-filled Apaches swoop down on Jim

Hardie, he takes refuge in a lost cave.

In desperation, he uses a grisly discovery ;

his last hope for survival.
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Miles farther into the hills, mm
meets thetrail's first living '

creatures...

ABOUT FIVE MILES UP THE TRAIL.' I >
NOTICED SOME HORSES OUTSIDE THE OLD,

ABANDONED SLEW FOOT MINE, AND I
STOPPED TO STUDY WHAT WAS GOING ON.

NO WORTHWHILE
ORE LEFT THERE.'
I KNOW--BECAUSE
I LOOKED FOR
IT LAST YEAR.'

ALLOFA SUDDEN -WHUP/ A RIFLE SLUS
JERKED MY HAT.' AND I GOT OUT OF THERE,
FAST AS I COULD/
NOW, YOU TELL ME
WHO WOULD DO A,

THING LIKE
THAT?



W'OH, IT'S YOU, KENO/) YEAH.' TRAIL'S KIND OF \ jiLH YOUR IDEA OF A /DANGEROUS AHEAD, HARDIE.' j^jjSfc

^^^ LITTLE. JOKE? J THOUGHT I'D BETTER WARH^^M.
^^^fcfc—»-—-~-\ \\ V0Li ' =TA^ PU "T TILL IGETy-^WP
^B »S' T

'\\
,

^\ A \ X. DOWN THERE.' _ /„ .fi^j

r^"

v
v >



I HEARD THAT THE \FRlENDS OF MINE/
OLD SLEW FOOT MINE THEV'D LIKE TO MEET,/
WAS RE-OPEN1NS.' DO /VOU, HAROlE.' JUST
YOU KNOW WHO'S /LEAVE YOUR HORSE HEREY
THERE, KENO? /^ --AND WALK AHEAD/



HARD1E MEANS IX
SLINGER.' STAY PUT; AND
HE'LL TURN ME LOOSE/



/all right now.' ^
[tell your friends ill \

v be seeing them later,

iS*
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[FWheN HE COMES IN RANGE,
I I'LL LET HIM HAVE IT/ HE CAI
\SEE I'M COVERING HIM/

WHAT ARE WE GOING TO DO-TURN.)
BACK MOW? WITH THIS HUNDRED y
THOUSAND DOLLARS WORTH OF -<
GOLDJj^WE HAVE NO PASSENGERS-)

'WE'LL FIX A LITTLE SURPRISE
FOR THOSE OWL-HOOTERS! ONE
THAT THEY WON'T GET OVER
FOR QUITE A WHILE/'



WELLS FARGO
WILL STILL GET

}

THE BOX/ I'M
'

WRITING DOWN WHERE\
WE'VE BURIED IT--

AND TYING THE NOTE TO I

^THE BUTT OF HANK'S /
TEAM WHIP.' NEXT

,,

DRIVER TAKING
THE WHIP OUTOF ^

THE SOCKET
WILL FIND IT/





JUST A LITTLE MISTAKE-
ON SLINGER'S PART.' WE'LL LET
HIM FIGURE IT OUT- IN JAIL.'
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.WOULD PROBABLY
AGREE WITH VOU, MR.
HARDIE! BUT I AM
TAKING THIS STAGE.'
Jt'M NOT..AFRA1D OF

THE APACHES/

•-%

'f^lk %.r&i$

DOGGONE/ CARRYING)!. COULDN'T HAVE
AN ARMY PAYROLL / STOPPED HER--WITH-
ANP A CASE OF /OUT USING FORCE BEN.',

DYNAMITE IS ^^-AND ONE DOESN'T
DANGEROUS ^B FORCE AN ARMY
EWOUGH--WITH- & OFFICER'S WIFE/
OUT A WOMAN!

k

THE DYNAMITE IS WELL PADDED>"AND
THE BOX OF CAPS IS HERE ON THE

SEAT WITH US.'

YEAH.' THEY'VE BEEN ( THE REAL DAN"
RAIDING, JUST WEST OF \ SER BEN, IS

HERE/J"\^ APACHES!



Late that afternoon, as the stase
nears the next station . .

.

PULL UP BEN.'

SOMETHING ^
WRONG/

I SAW AN APACHE'S HEAD DUCK
BEHIND A ROCK, DOWNSTREAM/ THIS j

IS AN AMBUSH, BEN! AND WE'VE
60T JUST ONE

CHANCE.'

v

—

^M
AT'S THE IDEA, JIM? THE
K PINCHES OUT HERB,'

'£~2 ^8&m§,

Hr^JI^Rol
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flf M /jIM HARDIE VOU'RE CRAZY/ THE^
li*; / jS^^^^vater GETS DEEPER AHEAD///

("not VET, BEN.' ) '
i

„ Ip EjP^i^iMU Kit. _i m?%i
^f"|#»|'Ott£v1'^ ^^iu"^l^."2t'^t^ ^jie

isi?^?ll£iSESS^BH
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I'LL HOLD THEM FOR A WHILE.' YOU g|
PUT MRS. DREW ON ONE OF THE <

HORSES, CUT THE OTHERS
LOOSE, AND RIDE WITH A
HER OUT OF THE Jt[

. CANYON.' ^^^Kxl
WeisSw

.- aMJJHl





With deafening thunder of falling
rock and boulder, the c4nvon wall

collapses-- choking the gorge . .

.









f THERE- INA
V. THE CAVE//

iijfj

/take cover-A
Vand set him//.

ftp* ^Sa-'i

^ias

One op the araches nearest jim's
cave tries for a quick look...



^GAINST THE SUNSET SLOW, A COYOTE
LIFTS HIS WEIRD EVENING SONS...

AS THE SHADOWS DEEPEN IN THE
CANVON, A NIGHT BIRD'S CALL RISES
SILVERY CLEAR, FROM

,









^s



The Dell Trademark is, and always
has been, a positive guarantee that

c magazine bearing it con-

tains only clean and wholesome
entertainment. The Dell code elimi-

nates entirely, rather than regulates,

objectionable material. That's why
when your child buys a Dell Comic
you can be sure it contains only good
fun. "DELL COMfCS ARE GOOD COMICS"

'it our only credo and constant goat.

^^^~±. :'J^:±



I PETEf YOU'RE^/ NO LETTERS? )

BACK FROM / BUT I'VE GOT A <

I MONTH-OLO 1

\ NEWS PAPERfy
FRISCO'

(ANY NEWS s

1 OR MAIL?,

THE MINER'S
FRIEND

IN LONELY MOUNTAIN DIGGINGS. GOLD RUSH MINERS

LONGED HUNGRILY FOR NEWS FROM HOME AND LOVED

ONES FAR AWAY.

WHEN AT LAST THE WELLS FARGO COACHES REACHED
THESE ISOLATED COMMUNITIES WITH MAILTHEY
WERE WILDLY CHEERED.

...AND THE NEWS,WHETHERGOODORGRIEVOU5,LINKEO
THESE DESPERATELY LONELY MEN WITH THEIR WIVES,

MOTHERS, SWEETHEARTS.

THE WELLS FARGO AGENT PERFORMED ANOTHER
SERVICE' HE MEASURED THEIR GOLD ON HONEST

SCALES AND INSURED DELIVERY.

WELLS FARGO EMPLOYEES WERE EXPECTED TO RISK

THEIR LIVES. BAD TRAILS, FLASH FLOODS, BAOMEN,

BLIZZARDS, ALL TOOK THEIR TOLL?

THERE WERE LOST SHIPMENTS, BUT WELLS FARGO

INSURED THEM, AND PAID IN CASH FOR EVERY
DOLLAR'S WORTH.



WELLS FARGO COACHES WERE ALL MADE IN THE TOWN
OF CONCORD.NEW HAMPSHIRE, BY MEN WHO TOOK
PRIOE IN THEIR PRODUCT.

THE BODY WAS STOUTLY BUILT TO CARRY NINE
PASSENGERSJNSIDE AND A NUMBER OF OTHERS
OUTSIDE WITH THE DRIVER.

THE RUNNING GEAR WAS MADE OF TOP-GRADE HARD
WOOD, HEAVY AND STRONG TO STAND THE SHOCK
OF MOUNTAIN TRAILS.

THE BODY WAS CRADLED ON SPECIAL SLINGS, OR
"THOROUGHBRACESrMAOE OF TOUGH LEATHER,

TO STAND ANY STRAIN.

ON ROUGH TRAILS THE FAMOUS CONCORD COACHES PITCHED AND ROLLED ON THEIR
THOROUGHBRACES, LIKE SMALL BOATS IN A CHOPPY SEA. THEY WERE WELL WORTH
THE *6,000 IT COST WELLS FARGO TO HAVE THEM BUILT AND DELIVERED.


