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       Bjt at that  INSTANT,

       YOU'RE HURT BAD, COCHISE/ WE'LL HAVE  TO GET yOU TO A DOCTOR.. TUCSON'S ONLY SEVEhl   HOURS   FROM HERE.'  r  —"

       V    AND WE HAVE ONLY -^~-      ONE HORSE

       IEFT-TAGGERV5!
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       THEN   WE'LL LEAVE TAGGER'

       JL  HERE J>

       NO, MY BROTHER UNLESS TAGGERT IS RETURNED  TO TUCSON LAREDO WILL DIE.'

       WE COULD SEND A SMOKE SIGNAL--BUT THAT MIGHT BRING My ENEMY, GEROMIMO, OR PERHAPS   TAGGERT'S   FRIENDS/      , <;

       I'LL  TRY TO  THINK OF SOMETHING, WHILE I TAKE CARE OF THIS WOUND/
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       ALL RIGHT, ON YOUR FEET/ WE'RE TAKING J VOU INTO TUCSON FOR THE MURDER OF^gf THAT PROPRIETOR/

      
        [image: picture2]
      

       As  THE TINY CAVALCADE HEADS OUT ACROS: THE WASTELAND...
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       THEY'LL BE COMING- THIS WAV IN A MINUTE, TA&SERT/ IF YOU'RE SMART YOU'LL GET DOWN BEHIND THESE BUSHES WITH   U5.'      J  YOUR &UN CALLS THE
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       TIME TO MOVE ON    I THAT INDIAN CAN'T AGAIN, TAGGERT/    J  MAKE IT TO TUCSON... -, r -, „ —-^ BUT MY FRIENDS-MUST

       V/-*-. f  BE SOMEWHERE CLOSE BY/

       LET ME SIGNAL THEM—AND I'LL HELP YOU 6-ET HIM TO  A DOCTOR.'     , .
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       &H0 SO  THE DESPERATE JOURNE/ BEGINS ■ ONCE MORE

       BUT IF THEY'RE GOING TO MAN.;-/ Ale, L MIGHT AS WELL DIE OUT HERE. WHY SHOULD I GO TO TUCSON?  j  BECAUSE AN INNOCENT
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       As JEFFORDS BINDS THE wdUNDEP HAND...

       I GUESS THERE'S NOT \  YOU  TRIED HARD, MUCH USE IN GOING- ON  J AW  BROTHER/ IF NOW, COCHISE/  ,  .,* /  HE KNEW, LAREDO *' r   WOULD THANK YOU
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       CHIE, I'M GLAD      YOU HID YOUR CAMP TO SEE YOU'    /  WELL, ASENT JEFFORDS

       ^/  WE WOULD NEVER HAVE

       I   FOUND YOU '
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       Later..

       JEFFORDS, VOU  ARE A  BROTHER

       TO COCHISE  AND A FRIEND OF THE APACHE.

       MY PEOPLE ARE TIRED/     r—  —

       THE WOMEN,  CHILDREN   J  YOUR PEOPLE' AND OLD ONES    ^^-^  MAY CAMP IN THIS

      
        [image: picture11]
      

       AND YOUR PEOPLE WILL GO  HUNGRY.' LOOK, ALREADY THE BLUECOATS BRING FOOD TO  YOUR CAMP,

       T WILL BE SO OD TO

       LIVE IN

       PEACE ONCE

       MORE/
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       BUT AT DAWN THE NEXT DAY,' AN ARMY PATROL   JuST THEN APPROACHES THE FORT... i  

       HE LOST HIS PROMOTION,

       INMOST OF HIS MEN AND ALL OF HIS PRIDE

       JN THAT ATTACK/ HE'S PAYIN& FOR HIS

       —y   v.,qM1STAKES.
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       CAPTAIN ALLISON, LOOK/ AN APACHE ENCAMPMENT--AND ONLY  TWO  MILES FROM THE FORT.
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       ARMV SUPPLIES/ BY HEAVEN, THE DEVJL5 . MUST HAVE  LOOTED  A SUPPLY TRAIN.'

       WE'VE A BIG SCORE  TO  SETTLE WITH THOSE APACHES' WE'LL  ATTACK  WHILE THEIR CAMP'5 STILL ASLEEP/

      
        [image: picture15]
      

       The victory has its price, and the next pay at the fort...

       J BUT SIR, HOW COULD I kNOW?
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       IN TEN MINUTES YOU DESTROVEP A HONOR AND THE HONOR OF THE UNITED STATES ARMY/  j
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       CHEER UP, ALLISON, AFTER. ALL,  YOU  DID CAPTURE  ALL  THE WOMEN AND CHILDREN// IT'S NO U56 TALKING-
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       THE APACHE MARAUDER5 HAVE LEFT A CLEAR TRAIL, AND LATER THAT DAY,.

       THE SIGN IS CLEAR/ NANA'5 MEN BUTCHERED SOME CATTLE HERE AND MADE  JERKY/  THEN THEY DROVE OFF SOME HORSES--A80UTT
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       PAY AFTER DAY, THE TROOPERS CLING  TO NANA'S TRAIL... r

       THEY'VE GOT A THOSE RENEGAOES ARE "^\ BIG SCORE TO (RUNNING UP QUITE ASCORE/V SETTLE, FRIEND.'
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       HAD YOU SPOKEN  OTHERWISE,! WOULD NOT GO/  I WILL LEAD  YOU  TO HIM... NANA MUST BE STOPPED OR  ALL  APACHES WILL BE BLAMED FOR HIS DEEDS/
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       YOU MEAN HE CAN READ ALL  THAT  FROM SOME COLD ASHES ANDAFEW HOOFPRINTS?

       COLONEL, APACHES LEARN  TO  READ SIGNS BEFORE   ■ THEY  LEARN TO WALK.'
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       NINE DAYS ON THE TRAIL AND WE CANT \ CATCH THEM—EVEN THOUGH THEY TAKE / TIME TO RAID,  i "^^>

       FIGHT AND / COCHISE SAYS WE'RE MOVING

       MAKE JERKY,'/TOO SLOWLY.' NANA IS MAKING
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       JEFFORDS, WE'RE STARTING,/ WE WILL, IF FOR CEDAR SPRINGS.'  GO /  YOU'RE RIGHT.' AFTER COCHISE AND   ^S  6UT iF YOU'RE JOIN  US THERE/     y-~WRONG y  YOU'D BETTER CUT OVER AND JOIN  USj
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       WHY IS COCHISE SO FAR FROM HIS PEOPLE? AND WHY DOES HE COME IN THE COMPANY OF A WHITE-EYE/

       ONE OF MY ENEMIES?/AGENT JEFFORDS IS MY 8ROTHER, NANA/ AND  /AY  BROTHER IS  NO ENEMY  TO THE APACHES./
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       IF YOU SPEAK FOR HIM/ THEN / NANA,! KNOW I TRUST HIM,' LET US SIT yOFTHETREACH-AND TALK COCHISE/  J     ER/ WHICH

       FORCED YOU TO  \ TAKE THE WARPATH/ BUT
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       And as darkness falls, two shadows slip out into the night.., , ■ 

       THEY'D srnn-r; LOOK AT THEM  GO- )    STAY SILENT/

       I'VE NEVER SEEN ANYONE  J  ONE NOISY MOVE MOVE SO SILENTLY/ ./AND NANA'S GUN5 WILL CUT THEM DOWN.'
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       THOU&H YOUR 3ULLETS WOUNDED THE COLONEL,  THE SOLDIERS  HAVE NOT FIRED  IN RETURN/
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       THE BLUECOATS RISKED THEIR LIVES  TO PROVE THAT THEy COME IN PEACE. NANA,, 00 NOT THROW  YOUR  LIFE AWAY/

       BETTER THAT THAN BECOME 1 A TAME INDIAN LIKE COCHISE-ATRAITOR WITHOUT HONOR, WHO SPEAKS WITH  A DOUBLE TONGUE.
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       NANA, YOU HAVE KNOWN ME SINCE CHILOHOOD/ IF YOU BELIEVE I HAVE BETRAYED THE APACHES--HERE,

       TAKE THI5  KNIFE/
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       NOW  STRIKE/ My HEART IS BURNED WITH YOUR WORDS.' I WILL NOT FEEL THE BLADE/

       SO  WILL I BURV THE WORDS THAT HAVE PASSED BETWEEN  US, COCHISE,'

       THERE IS NO LIE  <  — r—-">*

       IN YOUR HEART.' J THEN LET IT   ^ £  \,
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       JEFF0RD5, I HAVE FOUGHT MY FIGHT/ I AM OLD AND TIRED AND MY MEN ARE WEARY/ IT' WILL BE GOOD/THE BLUECOATS ARE TO REST/     y  WAITING BELOW.' THEY

       I
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       I KNOW G-ERONIMO, LIEUTENANT.' I'M DEAP CERTAIN  HE WAS TRVIN& TO LEAD VOU INTO

       A TRAP. IT'S      i 

       AN  OLD TRICK/   THANKS FOR THE TIP, JEFFORDS '    ...BUT I WONDER WHAT HE'S

       ? IN THIS COUNTRY/&ER0MMO T BEEN  THIS FAR NORTH IN LOWC* TIME.
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       you DON'T

       THINK HE'S WILD ENOUGH

       TO TRY  TO

       ATTACK

       THE FORT

       WE'LL FIND OUT SOON,..THERE ARE RUMORS G-ERONIMO HAS HAD A POWWOW WITH  THE      ■

       TE MOUNTAIN APACHES/ MY FRIEND COCHISE EXPECTS RIDER   WITH A REPORT.'       >

       AT THAT VERy MOMENT, COCHISE' ME55EN&ER    JuST THEN... HEAPS TOWARD THE APACHE STRONO-HOLD.

       YOU  ARE NOT ALONE CUCHILLO.'  MIGUEL

       ;elp  you J  j~j
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       I WILL HELP YOU ESCAPE/ HIDE AT THE WATERHOLE   ONE SUN'S RIDE TO THE SOUTH I WILL MEET YOU THERE.

       ' NO/ COCI WAITS FOR  WORD PROM THE 'HITE MOUNTAIN  PEOPLE.' FIRST r MUST RIDE TO HIM AND THEN .- RUN  AND  .
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       MIGUEL, IF I'M TO HElpTl AM GRATEFUL

       you, you  must say      <ro  cuchillo-i

       NOTHING TO COCHISE WILL NOT SPEAK

       ABOUT My BEING HERE.'  J     HIS NAME/ .
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       AS MIGUEL HEADS FOR THE STRONGHOLD
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       Later that afternoon as miguel reports at the agency.

       i  TO FIGHT THE SOLDIERS, BUT THE ""VHED TO TALK TO  YOU  FIRST.'  THEY '        I THREE SUNS.

       ' YOU HAVE
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       THE SIGNS ARE CLEAR, COCHISE.' THERE

       WERE TWO APACHES HERE/ . '

       THE OTHER ONE RODE SOUTH-  j  IT IS HARD TO WARD DRIVING A PACK MULE// BELIEVE WHAT
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       WHOEVER THEY WERE YOU'D SETTER TRACK THEM FAST/ THAT MULE THEY STOLE.
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       CUCHILLO, I HAVE BEEN  THlNKtN©.' YOU  DO NOT HAVE TO RUN,' yOU KILLED NO ONE/

       ILL

       MISUEL, YOU SAVED

       MY LIFE, NOW 1 

       SAVE  YOURS/  NOW,

       ALL MEN'S HANDS

       'ARE RAISED AGAINST

       SOTH OF US/  WE WILL

       JOURNEY TOG-ETHER.'

       guT PURSUIT FOLLOWS CLOSELY, AND THE

       NEXT DAY-..  I "T"

        „J-THEV UNPACKED THE MULE     I

       AND THEN RELOADED  IT.' MEN DO NOT      / BURDEN   THEM5ELVES WITH  THINGS THEy DO NOT VALUE/

       THAT MEANS THEY / KNOW   WHAT THAT DYNAMITE I CAN DO AND THEY HAVE USE ^h— ■    FOR IT.'  LET'SGO.COCMSE!

       f
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       COCHISE, yOU      )/   FOR ONCE CUCHILLO CAME JUST IN    </   SPEAKS THE TRUTH., TIME/ HE WAS      >.    COCHISE, HE IS A  SPY ABOUT. TO KILL ME/J FOR OERONIMQi.
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       WE MUST RETREAT NOW,  )  WE CAN'T LEAVE W'BROTHER/  THERE ARE/ HIM ALL THAT TOO MANY IN ' ■ , ,—r-^ DYNAMITE, GERONIMO'S  BANDlJy     \   'COCHISE,

       I WINGED HIM.' THERE  HE GOES--8EHIND THOSE ROCKS/

       l'  CLIMB UP BEHIND ME, MIGUEL.' MY HORSE CAN CARR/ US BOTH/

       K^~
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       Later, on the road back to the agency,,.

       MIGUEL, I BELIEVE YOUR STORY.' BUT FOR ATTACKING- THE WHITE MAN, YOU  WILL HAVE       j

       TO BE PUNISHED.'   j  rT

       ONLY ONE THING IS IM-PORTANT--THAT THE MAN
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       NOW COCHISE CAN TELL THE WHITE     T^ MOUNTAIN CHIEFS  THAT GERONIMO'S MEDICINE  BLEW UP IN HISj;
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       A  PLEDGE

       TO PARENTS

       The Dell Trademark is, and always has been, a positive guarantee that ike comic magazine hearing it con-tains only clean and wholesome entertainment. The Dellcode elimi-

       ; mites  entirely, rather than regulates, objectionable material. That's why

       |  uhen your child buys a Bell Comic I   you can be sure it contains only good

       U our only credo and constant goal. M

       .   ■.    ■       ■ ■   .       . .     . ■

       .;■■ W

       m

       M
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       THE CHIRICAHUA STRONGHOLDS LAY IN THE IMPREGNABLE FASTNESS OF THE DRAGOON AND THE GRAHAM RANGES. VISITORS HAD TO SIGNAL THEIR APPROACH.
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       AND HERE THE APACHE WARRIORS WOULD RETURN WITH FOR EVEN IF AN ENEMY DAREO ATTACK, IT TOOK ONLY A

       THEIR LOOT AND CAPTIVES. .. THE STRONGHOLD KEPT FEW APACHE BRAVES TO DEFEND THE NARROW PASS

       THEM SAFE FROM REPRISAL.. . AGAINST A THOUSAND HOSTILE WARRIORS.
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       SOME AGENTS LINED THEIR POCKETS SELLING RATIONS   BUT MOST AGENTS WERE INTERESi ED IN THE WELFARE

       AND SUPPLIES MEANT FOR THE INDIANS   0F ™ E   RED   MflN -  THEY   TAUGHT THE TRIBESMEN HOW

       TO FARM AND RAISE CATTLE.. .
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       OFTEN THE AG.ENT WAS IN CHARGE OF ALL INDIAN FIRE  IT WAS THE AGENT'S JOB TO KEEP INTRUDERS OFF THE

       ARMS. IF A BRAVE WISHED TO GO HUNTING,THE AGENT   INDIAN RESERVE. SOMETIMES THIS EVEN MEANT DEFY-

       WOULDGIVE HIM HIS GUN AND A PASS TO LEAVE THE   ING FEDERAL TROOPS FOLLOWING THE TRAIL OF

       RESERVATION.   SUSPECTED RAIDERS.
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