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A RAVEN TOTEM
Totems are not necessarily "poles" though the

most famous type, made on the west coast of Can-
ada and Alaska, are usually made in this form.

The word totem has taken on. different meanings.
Among certain American woodland Indians, the

totem is a symbolic animal or emblem of a group
set apart within the tribe for purposes of marriage
selection or competition in games or sham war.

Totem poles are usually cut from one large tree

trunk. They have many meanings among the North-

western Indians. Some are "house poles" repre-

senting a family, or perhaps, the ancestors of a
family. A few have been found that were hollowed
out so that the owner of the house could stand in-

side and speak "with the voice of his forefathers."

Some have a tribal significance while some repre-

sent ancient gods' superstitious beliefs.

The Indians who build these towering and artistic

symbols are advanced in every way. They are a

seafaring people skilled in navigation and build

the largest dugout canoes, some reaching a length

of forty feet, from the enormous trees of the Pacif-

ic coast. Long before the white man come to their

lands, they were building houses with ridge poles

and roofs and sides made with handmade flat

planks.

The figure at the top of this pole is the creator

of heaven and earth in the Indian religion. The box
just below him is where he kept the sun and moon.
Below this is his daughter whose son is the raven
with the large beak who made mankind—the low
man on the totem pole!
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RECKON YOU'RE SURVEYING )lT WAS, BUT FROM THE STUDY I

THE NEW MAIL ROUTEf I / MADE OF THE TWO AREAS, WE
THOUSHT.IT WAS TO GO \ DECIDED THIS WOULD BE THE
THROUGH CACTUS CANYON, X, EASIER STAGE ROAD!' I'M

TAKINB FINAL CHECKINGS NOW--
THE MAIL COACHES START

THROUGH HERE TOMORROWfy





LATER THAT PAY. REX W/LWNSTON. MEETS WITH THE I

EXILES AT CACTUS CANYON. . .|f"-v b..

YOU FELLOWS ARE ALL
OUTCASTS FROM YOUR TRIBE!
HAYSE THEY DON'T WANT
YOU I DOf
TOGETHER, WE'RE GOING T
SCARE THE HAIL COACHES
OFF THEIR NEW ROUTE
AND INTO CACTUS
CANYON THEN I'L

PAY YOU OFF IN GUNS
AND GREENBACKS'"

THAT NIGHT, HEX AND THE EXILES CRAWL
j

CLOSE TO THE TRIBAL GROUNDS. .

.

\M 8®prCIJT THE TETHERS.' WS*LL ^B
- / dl -'{ STAMPEDE THEIR PONIES ) 1

Jim-^L WB AND WHILE THEY'RE CHASINGS
^^^^^g03 'EM, Wt'LLDUCK INTO THE JJ3

Sj» MEDICINE TENT AND GRAB Sfm

lift!







WE HAVE STRUCK AND NONE OF US
ARE HARMED? THE STATION OUARO'
GOT AN ARROW IN HIM, THE CABIN'S'
ON FlRE AND THE HORSES__^^

T/RC OURSf ./ THE TOTEM )i$m
PROTECTS f:¥m
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MAYBE WE SHOULD HAVE KEPT ) THEY LED BY
TO THEOmGINAL ROUTE——J FELLOW WHO OWNS
THROUGH CACTUS CANYON* I ALL OF CANYON. THEY

MIDIN6 -__/ FOLLOW HIM BECAUSE
HE HAS TOTEM
THINK THAT PROTECTS
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TONTO. WHITE RUSTLERS HAVE PREYED
UPON OUR PONIES! NOT MANY LEFT
THE RUSTLERS ESCAPE EACH
TIME.'THEY VANISH BEFORE— TFaDNTKD
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( A FEW SECONDS WORE AND 1 WILLE OUT OF RANGE f BUT
UNLESS STONE BEAU RELEASES
THE PRISONERS, THE ARMY

""
\ WILL STRIKE AT i

SOON AFTER,TONTO DELIVERS THE COLONEL'S1 ULTIMATUM. . -

TONTO, I WILL NOT SLl
FRIGHTENED PRAIRIE DOS TO THE i

PORT OF THE WHITES WITH MY
PRISONERS! IF THE COLONEL
WILLNOT BELIEVE US. LET
HIM COME ANO T*KE HIS MEN^
FROM US?

THEN THERE WILL BE NEEBLESft
'LOOOSHED, STONE BEAR.' OTHER \
HORSES HAVE BEEN STOLEN FROM %OUR PEOPLE BY THOSE TWO LET i
TONTO TRY 4 RUSE THAT MAY LEADJ
US TO THE STOLEN PONIES AND «
BIVE THE COLONEL CONVINCING I

.PROOF OF HIS HEN'S BUlLTf
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SOON AS WE'RE WEAOT TO SHOVE OFF,^
WE'LL TIE THAT INJUN ONTO ONE OF
THEM CAYUSES AND LET HIMOETA
TASTE OF HIS OWN MEDICINE

lCLEAB ACROSS THE PRAIRIE.'
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HE'S RiDIN' LOW CAN'T
SET A BEAD ON HIM OVER

>

ALU THOSE MORSES!





Driving the ponies forward, tonto cuts
between the two opposing forces..
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THE ENERGETIC BEAVER

The beaver liuiids his dome-shaped home un-

der the surface nf a pool created by damming
a stream. He makes the dam and his lodge

•i tree trunks and brandies be cuts with his

C-sflarp teeth and plugs holes with mud.



LACROSSE

East of the Mississippi, lacrosse was the

Indians' favorite game. It was played with

a very hard, stuffed deerskin ball and

long, limber racquets. There were no

real rules as to how many players com-

peted on each team but the general idea

was to get the ball across the opposing

team's goal line just as in football. The

player could not touch the ball with his

hands but he could carry il in the racquet.


