


CONSTITUTION OF THE SOCIALIST YOUTH LEAGUE
ARTICLE | NAME

TH1s ORGANIZATION SHALL BE KNOWN AS THE So=
ClALIST YOUTH LEAGUE, HEREINAFTER REFERRED
TO AS THE SYLe

ARTIGLE 1] PURPOSE

THE PURPOSE OF THE SYL 18 TO BRING THE POLI™
T10s AND PROGRAM OF SOOIALISM AND MARXIST
EDUGCATION TO YOUNG WORKERS AND STUDENTS; TO
MAKE THEM OONSCtOUS OF THE NEED FOR ORGAN{=—
ZATION DIRECTED TOWARD THE ABOLITION OF OAPR™
{ TALISM AND BUREAUGCRATIC COLLECTIVISM (STAL™
IN1SM) AND THEIR REPLACEMENT BY A DEMOORATI|C
SOCIALIST SOCIETYs ;

ARTICLE 1l AFFILIATION

THE SYL 18 AN ORGANIZATIONALLY AUTONOMOUS AF~
FILIATE OF THE INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE,
THE PROGRAM AND AIMS OF THE SYL SHALL BE IN
AGCOORD WITH THOSE OF THE 1SLe POLITIOAL DIS™
PUTES BETWEEN SYL UNITS AND BRANGCHES OF THE
1SL SHALL BE REVIEWED BY THE NATIONAL Bure
OF THE SYL AND FINAL DECISY{ON RESTS WITH THE
NATIONAL CoMmiTTEE oF THE 1Sle

ARTICLE IV WMEMBERSHI!P

SECTION 1, THE MINiMiM POLITIOAL REQUIREMENT
FOR MEMBERSHIP IN THE SYL Is AGREEMENT WITH
THE AIM OF BUILDING A DEMGCRATIC SOOCIALIST
SOCIETY e

SECTICN 2, EVERY MEMBER MUST BELONG TO THE
UNIT IN HIS VICINITY AND WHERE NO@ SUCH UNIT
EX1STS HE SHALL BE GIVEN THE STATUS OF MEM<™
‘BERSHIP~AT~LARGE UNTI!L SUCH A UNIT HAS BEEN




FORMED & EXCEPTINHE T2 Y4is POLIOY CAN RE
TAKEN ONLY WIiTH 7HE AFPROVAL OF VvHE NAT ONAL
BUR!, P

SECTION 3, WHERE A UN;YT EXIiSTSs APPLICANTS
FOR MEMCERSHI!F sisAtl. BE ACQCEPTED BY A VOTE
OF YHE UN;v. Wirgar M2 tiMt!y EX{59Y8y, & FERSCN
MAY JOIN AS A MuMBER™A, ~LARGEG APPLICANTS
FOR MEMBERSZHII*™AY-LAPGT STATUS SHALL BE YO®
TED oN .Y THY NATIONATL, BURO,

SECTION 4, A1l MEMBERS 0f THE SYL SHALL ORw
IENY TOWARD JOINIHG ‘HE 'Sl,

ARTICLE V  ORGAN!ZATION
SECTION 1, FIVE OR MORE MEMBERS IN ANY LO=
CALE, UPON APPLICATION TO THE NATIONAL Buro,
MAY BE CHARTERED AND KNOWN AS A "UNITS

SECTION 2, WHERE MORE THAN ONE UNIT EXISTs
PN ANY LOCALE, A DISTRICT ORGANJZATION MAY,

"SUBJECT TO THE APPROVAL .OF THE NaTiOMAL BiirO,
- BE SET UP' WITH A DISTRIAT LEYEZAUTIVE GCOMMIT

TEE ELECTED BY A DISTRIO[ GONVENT.ON» WHEN
S® ELECTED |7 SHALL. BE YHE H!GHES) GOVERN!NG
BODY FOR THAT AREA,

SECTION 3, [N QEOCRAPHIPALLY 1. ARGER AREAS,
A REGIONAL GOMMITTIE MAY BE SET uF SUBJEOT
TO THE APPROVAL OF THE BURO. BEYI WEEN REGIONAL
OONVENTIONS IT SHAL! BE THE H!GHEST GOVERN®

ING BODY FOR THAT AREA,

ARTICLE VI NATIONAL GONVENT | ON
SECTION 1, THE'H?GHEsWYéOVERNzNG BODPY OF THE

SYL 1s tTs NAT:ONAY, ConNVENTON.

SECTION 2, THE Naw<onaj, ONYENTION SHALL BE
HELB AT LEAST ONOE ZVEKY TWO YEARS, PREFER-
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ABLY FOLLOWING THE OONVENTION OF THE [SLe

.SECTION 3, A SPECJAL OONVENTION MAY BE OCALL™

ED BY A MAJORITY OF THE NATionNAL COMMITYTEE

-QRBY ' TWO®FIFTHS OF THE UNITS WITH AT LEAS'X’

ONE"THIRD OF THE MEMBERSHIPe

SECTION 4¢ THE ConVvENTION CALL, [INCLUDING
AGENDA AND RULES OF THE OONVENT!ON AND PFPRO™

~ POSALS OF THE NAT!ONAL CeMMITTEE, MUST BE

SENT OUT THREE MONTHS BEFORE THE DATE OF THE
CONVENT IONe

SECTION 56 ALL RULES GOVERNING A OCONVENTLON
NOT DEFINED {N THE CONSTITUT!ON SHALL BE ES&=
TABLISHED BY THE NATIONAL COMMITTEE IN TS
CONVENTION CALLe

SECTION 6o ONLY MEMBERS 1IN GOOD STANDING
SHALL HAVE THE RIGHT TO VOTE FOR DELEGATESe
VOTING SHALL TAKE PLAGE ON A UNIT BAS1S AND
EACH UNIT SHALL ELEOT ONE DELEGATE FOR A
GIVEN NUMBER OF MEMBERS 1IN GO®D STANDING OR
MAJOR FRACTION THEREORe JHE NUMBER 1S T© BE
SPECIFIED BY THE NATIONAL COMMITTEE N TS
CONVENTION CALLe UNITS MAY ELEOT ALTERNATES
TO THE CONVENT]ONe

SECTION 74 IN A UNIT ENTITLED TO ONE DELEw
GATE, THE DELEGATE SHALL BE THE PERSON WITH
THE HIGHEST VOTEe I[N A UNIT ENTITLED T® TWO
DELEGATES, A MINORITY CANDIDATE WHO RECE|VES
ONE~THIRD OF THE VOTES SHALL BE ELECTED AS A
PELEGATE; IN A UNIT ENTITLED TO THREE DELE=
GATES, A MINORITY WHI10H RECEIVES A QUARTER &F
THE VOTES SHALL BE ENTITLED TO ELECT A SINGLE
DELEGATE; IN A UNIT ENTITLED Te® FOUR DELE~
GATES, A MINORITY WHICH RECEIVES ONE FIFTH OF
THE VOTES SHALL HAVE THE RIGHT T® ELEOT ONE
DELEGATE, AND TWE®~FIFTHS OF THE VOTES SHALL
ENTITLE IT TO TWO DELEGATES,




ARTICLE VII NATIONAL OOMMITTEE

L SECTICN 1, DETWEEN NATIONAL CONYENT!ONS AND

SUBJEQT T® THEIR DECISICNSy; THERE SHALL BE A
NATtONAL @IMMEITTEE WHIOH HAS VESTED (N IT
THE AUTHORITY OF THE NATIONAL CGNVENTION BY
WHICH IT WAS ELEOTED.

SECTION 24 THE NAT1ONAL COMMITTEE SHALL MEET
AT LEAST TWICE DETWEEN OONVENTONSe

SECTION ae - THE NATIONAL COMMITTEE SHALL OGON«
sisT oF _____.. (NuMBER AND _ =~ (NUMBER)
ALTERNATES TO FILL VAOANOIES ON THE NATIONAL
OOMMITTEE 1IN AN 6RDER DECIDED UPON BY TNE
NATIONAL CONVENT1ONe THE NAT]oNAL CoONVEN=-
YieN SHALL ELECT ALL MEMBERS ANDC ALTERNATES
Ye THE NATIONAL COMMITTEES,s

SECTI 6N 44 ELEOTIONS TO THE NATIONAL CeMM{T~
YEE SHALL EE BY MODIFIED PROPORTIONAL REPRE*
SENTATION WITH THE LIMITATION THAT A MINOR=
ITY 4S8 TO RECEIVE AS A MAXIMUM TWe~FIFTHE OF
THE NATIONAL COMMITTEE, SUBJEGT TO UPWARD
FREVESION BY THE CONVENTIONa

SECTION 5, MEMBERS OF THE NAT1ONAL ComMmITTEE
CAN BE SUSPENDEEL FROM THE NATIONAL COMMITTEE
ANB/OR. SYL MEMBERSHIP BY A TWe=THIRDS VOTE
®F THE NATIONAL COMMITTEE, PENDING FINAL DE=
©1S1ON 8Y THE NATIONAL CONVENT1ONe A MEMBER
OF THE NATIeNAL CoMMITTEE OAN BE EXPELLED
FROM THE SYL ONLY 8% THE NATIONAL CONVENTIeONs

SECTION 6o ALL MEMBERS AND ALTERNATES OF THE
NATI@NAL OOMMITTEE SHALL HAVE THE RIGHT Te
ATTEND AND SPEAK AT MEETINGS OF LOWER BODIES
#F THE SYL. .

SECTION 7. MEMBE®S AND ALTERNATES OF THE NA=
TIONAL CeMMITEE SHALL 2E FRATERNAL DELEGATES
TO THE NAT!IENAL - CeNVENTION, WITH VOlOE BUT




NO VONEs

SECTION 64 THe NATIONAL COMMITTEE SHALL Ew
LEGT A REPRESENTATIVE . Te THE [8L NaTlENAL
OaMMxTTEE. AR , :

"7 ARTIGLE VIl NATIONAL BURC

SECTION 14 THE NATJONAL BURO SHALL OONSIST
OF NAT!ONAL COMMITTEE MEMBERS ELEGCTED 0Y THE
NATIONAL COMMITTEEe THE NATIONAL CeMMI{TTEE
6RALL SELEGCT NATIONAL BURO MEMBERS IN TERMS
OF PRESERVING THE SAME RAT!O THAT EX{8TS BE~
TWEEN MAJORITY AND MINORITY ON THE NATJONAL
COMMITTEE, AS FAR AS THIS 1S POSSIBLE. ANY
MINORITY WITH ONE-~F{FTH OF THE VOTES O©OF THE
NATJONAL CONVENT!ON SHALL BE ENTITLED TO BE =
PRESENTATION ON THE NATIONAL BIJR0e A REPRE™
SENTATIVE FROM THE |INDEPENDENT SecCiAxL1IST
LEAGUE SHALL BE REGOGNJZED AS A REGULAR MEM®™
BER OF THE NATIONAL BURO.

SECTION 24 THE NATIONAL BURO SHALL COKBUOT
THE NATIONAL POLITICAL AND ORGANIJZATIONAL
AFFRIRS OF THE SYL BETWEEN OONVENTIONS, SUD~—
JEOT TO THE APPROVAL OF THE NATIONAL CommiT™
TEE s

"SECTION 3., A MEMBRER OF THE NAT!ONAL BuRe

SHALL BE ELECTE® BY THE NATIONAL CeMMITTEE
To THE PoST OF NATIONAL SEOCRETARYe THE NaA=
TIONAL SEORETARY SHALL BE 1IN OHARGE OF AFw
FAIRS RELATED TO THE FUNCTIONING OF THE NA=~
TIONAL CFFIOE ANB SUBJEOT TO THE AMPROVAL OF
THE NATIONAL Buxe.

"ARTICLE |X REFERENDUMS .

SECTION 1. BETWEEN OONVENTIONS A BEC|S]ON
OoF THE NATIcNAL COMMITTEE OAN BE OVERRULED

BY A NAT!ONAL MEMBERSHI|P® REFERENDUMs REFER®™

ENDUMS SHALL BE BECIDED BY MAJORITY VOTE.




SECTION 2« INITIATIVE FOR A REFERENDUM ©AN
BE MADE BY ONE=THIRD CF THE MEMBERSHILP OR
TWOF }FTHS OF THE SYL UNITSe

ARTICLE X DEMOCRACY AND DISGIPLINE -

SECTIONY. THE SYL sHAL!L BE BASED UPON THE
FULLEST INTERNAL DEMOORACY COMBINED WITH Loy~
AL UNITY OF ACT]ON TO EFFECTIVELY CARRY O0UT
"DEC}SIONS ADOPTED BY AUTHORIZED BODIES ©F
THE SYlLa

SECTION 2o THE NATIONAL COMMITTEE 1S TO PROw
VIDE FOR A YEAR~ROUND D|SOUSSION BULLETIN [N
WHICH DIVERGENT POLITICAL AND ORGANIZATIONAL
VIEWS OF MEMBERS OAN RESEIVE FULL EXPRESSICNe

SECT I ON 3, A UNIT MUST PROVIDE MEMBERS WITH
THE OPPORTUNITY TO PRESENT THEIR VIEWS ©N
ORGAN1ZATIONAL AND POL|TICAL PROBLEMS BEFORE
THE MEMBERSHIPs, THE EXAOCT FREQUENOY OF SUOCH
DISCUSSION MEETINGS 18 LEFT TO THE DISORE™
"TION OF THE UNITSe

SECTION 4, THE NATIONAL CCMMITTEE 18 Te
PROVIDE FOR A SPECIAL THREE MONTH PRE-OONw
VENTION D}SCUSSION PERIODs

SECTION 5, MEMBERS WHOSE DUES ARE THREE
MONTHS IN ARREARS ARE AUTOMAT!OCALLY SUSPEND=
ED FROM THE SYL; THOSE WHO ARE 8IX MONTHS
IN ARREARS ARE AUTOMATICALLY DROPPED FROM
MEMBERSHIPe

SECTION 6« CHARGES OF VIOLATION ®F B1SOIl=
PLINE OR ACTIVITY HARMFUL TO THE SOQlALIST
CAUSE, MABE AGAINST AN INDIVIDUAL MEMBER,
MUST BE MADE 1IN WRITINGs THE INDIVIBUAL 8¢
OHARGED [S ENTITLED TC A TRIAL BEFORE A CeM«
MITTEE OOMPOSED OF MEMBERS OF HIS UNIT, AND
ELEGTED BY lT. THE TRIAL OCOOMMITTEE WILL
BRING N A RECOMMENDATION T® THE UN{IT FOR



FINAY, ACT,ON: A TWO=TH.RDS VOTE |S NECESSARY
FOR EXPULSION; A MAJORITY VOTE |S NEGESSARY
FOR SUSPENS}ON OR CENRIiiRKF

CSECTION 74 ALL MEMRERS HaVE THE RIGHT TO
APFEALlL TO HIGHER EODIES® oF THE SYL wp TO AND
INCLUD:NG THE NatTiowai. CONVENTIONa A MAJOR™
ITY DEGISION ©F ANY FiGHER LODY 18 NECESSARY
YO SUSTAIN OR G7VERRULE THE DECiSiON OF A
LCWER BOD?: THE DECiS{ON OF THE CONVENTION
SHALL BE FINAl.s ‘

SECTION 8¢ A MEMBER OF A COMMITTEE ELECTED
BY A NATIONAL, REG!ONAL OR DISTRICT CONVEN~
T1ON CAN BE TRIiFD BY THE OOMMITTEE OF WHICH
HE 1S A MEMBER OR 3Y THE MEMBERSHIP OF THE
UNITS IN THE AREA WHI!CH ELECTED HIMe CHARGES
BROUGHT BY ANY AFOREMENT!OMED COMMITTEE A=
GAINST A NON~COMM]TTEE MEMBER MUST BE ' PRE"™
SENTED TO THE UNIT TO WHICH THE INDIVIDUAL
BELONGS FOR ACTIONe A HJGHER BODY OF THE
SYL HAS THE RIGHT TO TRY A MEMBER ©OF ANY
LOWER COMMITTEE UNDER |T8 -IURISDIOTION. ‘

SECTION 9 A SUSPENDED MEMBER SHALL NOT HOL®
ANY OFFICE OR YOTE i{N THE BODY FROM WHIOH 'HE
HAS BEEN SUSPENDED BUT HL SHALL HAVE ALL THE
OBLIGATIONS OF MEMBERSHIP IN THAT BODY.

SECTION 10. THE NaTIONAL COMMITTEE HAS THE
POWER TO EXPEL A UNIT FOR OONDUCT DOETRIMEN=
TAL TO THE ORGANIZATIONs [N SUCH OASES, ALL
UNIT PROPERTY REVERTS 10 THE NATIONAL Com=~
MITTEE»

ARTICLE X1 FINANCIAL OBLIGAT | ONS
SECTICN 1. NEW MEMBERS ARE TO PAY A TWENTY"
FIVE GCENTS INIT!ATION FEE TO BE FORWARDED T®
THE NATIONAL OFF10GEe . :

SECTION 2. EAOH MEMBEK 1S TO PAY A MINIMUM




OF TEN OENTS A WEEK DUES« MEMBERS OAN BE EX~-
EMPTER FROM PAYMENT OF THE MINIMUM DUES WITH
THE APPROVAL OF THE UNIT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.
IT SHALL BE THE PCLIGCY OF EVERY UNIT TO RE=
VIEW EAGCH MEMBER'S FINANGIAL STATUS AND TO
ESTABLISH A PLEDGE SYSTEM ABOVE THE MINIMUM

DUES

SECTION 3 ALL MINIMUM DUES ARE TO BE FOR™
WARDED TO THE NAT]ONAL OFF)CE, AND ALL MONEY
ABOVE TH]S SUM SHALL BE RETAINED BY THE LO~
CAL UNI1Te

ARTICLE X11 AMENDMENTS

AMENDMENTS MAY BE MADE TO THE CONSTITUTION BY
THE NAT) ONAL CONVENTION OR [N REFERENDUM VOTEs

ARTICLE X111 PRESS

ALL OFMCIAL PUBLICATIONS OF THE SYR ARE sue=
JECT TO THE DJRECTION OF THE SYL AND THE NA®
TIONAL COMMITTEE.

ARTICLE X!V PARLIAMENTARY RULES

SECTION 14 AT ALL MEETINGS AND OONVENT!ONS
oF THE SYL RoBERTS' RULES OF CRDER SHALL GO=
VERN PROOEDURE EXCEPT AS SPECIFJED BELOW,

SECTION 2, A SEGONE SHALL NOT BE REQUIRED
FER ANY MOTION AND ALl DEOJSIONS ARE TO BE BY
MAJORITY VOTE UNLESS OTHERWISE SPECIFIED IN
THIS CONSTITUTION

SECTION3, THE CHAIRMAN 1S TO HAVE THE RIGHT
TO VOICE AND VOTE AT ALL TIMES.

SECTION 4, ON VOTES TO OALL THE QUESTION,
THE NAY VOTE SHALL BE TAKEN FIRSTs
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