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INTRODUCTION.

The dominating interest of the world was for a long
time private property and profit. All legislative efforts
of society evolved exclusively around these two poles of
the axle of capitalism, private property and profit.

But since the world war the equilibrium of this system
has been disturbed. Part of the globe has emancipated
itself from the centrifugal forces of caiptalism. This part
began to rotate in a different direction.

The Russian revolution took one-sixth of the globe from
capitalism. )

While the capitalists maintain that the purpose of
the world is to supply the highest possible profits even
tho the workers may starve by it, the Russian revolu-
tioy raised the principle that the world ~ “Ast supply the
workers with the best living possible tho“the capitalists
may starve by it. And the howl of the “outraged” cap-
italists against this new principle is answered by the echo
of a phrase which the capitalists themselves have in-
variably thrown into the faces of complaining workers:
Why don’t you work!

This new world of the proletariat, which was begun by
the Russian workers, could not be finished in one day.
Its upbuilding is a difficult process. The Russian work-
ers are still alone in the work of accomplishing this
process.

As a foundation for this new world the Russian work-
ers have made themselves the ruling class. And as the
ruling class they center their legislative efforts no longer
on how to make and how to increase profits but on how
to help and how to protect the workers.

The constitution of the Soviet Union supplies the
structure of the workers’ government in Russia. And
the labor laws of the Soviet Union give a picture of the
accomplishments of the workers’ rule in the direction of
{he protection of the workers and their rights,

The constitution and the labor laws of the Soviet
Union thus become matters of tremendous interest for
the workers of the world. The accomplishments of the
proletarian revolution in Russia cannot be judged alone




by the immediate changes in the economic well being
of the Russian workers. Although a great change has
taken place in this direction too, yet the general back-
wardness of Russian industrial life and the incomparably
lower standards that the Russian worker was subjected
to in old Russia must lead judgment on this basis only
to unsatisfactory and incomplete conclusions. The main
question is how far have the workers of Russia succeeded
in building up their political power. Success in this line
insures the speedy progress of the construction of the
new society in every other line.

In order to enable the American workers to judge for
themselves what progress the Russian workers have
made in their revolution we submit to them in this little
volume the most important portions of the constitution
of the Soviet Union and of the labor laws.

We do not¥#wgnt to hide from the reader the limjta-
tions of franchise which this constitution provides. On
the contiary. We call their attention to them. But we
also point out that every constitution is in the last
analysis an instrument limiting the rights of some people.
The outstanding feature of the Russian constitution is
whose rights it limits. And here we can state with the
pride and satistaction of a class conscious worker that
the constitution of the Soviet Union supplies the fran-
chise to the workers and limits the rights of the cap-
italists.

it is this fact which made the establishment of the
labor laws possible which we include in this volume.
A careful study will be very instructive.

This little booklet is intented as a manual for Ameri-
can workers containing in the form of adopted laws all
of the demands that they themselves must fight for in
the United States. But it also shows what can be done
in the way of protection of labor in a country where a
child labor law cannot be declared unconstitutional be-
cause it interferes with profits. In Russia child labor is
judged not from its effects on profits but on the health
of the children.

We send out this booklet to make friends for the
Workers’ GGovernment of Russia, and to remind the work-
ers that only struggle will give and protect their rights.

CONSTITUTION

(FUNDAMENTAL LAW)

OF THE RUSSIAN SOCIALIST FEDERATED
SOVIET REPUBLIC

/ bty

SECTION I, CHAPTER 1.

2. The Russian Republic is a Socialist State of Work-
ers and Peasants which is being built up on the basis
of the federation of national soviet republics. Within
the precincts of the Russian Socialist Federated Soviet
Republic, all power is vested in the Soviets of workers,
beasant, Cossack and Red Army deputies.

4. In order to guarantee to all workers real freedom of
conscience, the church is separated from the state and
the school from the church, and freedom of religious
and anti-religious propaganda is bestowed on all citizens.

5. In order to guarantee to all workers real freedom of
cpinion, the Russian Socialist Federated Soviet Republic¢
abolishes the dependence of the press on capitalism and
blaces at the disposal of the working class and the peas-
m.b:.v,‘ all the technical and material means for the pub-
lication of newspapers, pamphlets, books, and all other
productions of the press and guarantees free circulation
for them throughout the country.

6. In order to guarantee to all workers freedom of as-
sembly the Russian Socialist Federated Soviet Republic
bestows on the citizens of the Soviet Republic the right
to freely organize assemblies, meetings, processions,
etc, and places at the disposal of the working class and
the peasantry all the premises suitable for the holding
of meetings,
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