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C1nlIB~RLAND AS THE HATE'rlAY TO THE ,VEST - TO 1875 

From 1875 to 1876 Cumberland felt the effects of the 

panic of 1873, and suffered the worst depression of its 

history, from v.Jhich it (l id not fully recover mtil 1891 

when it took 011 a nev{ spirit of progress " This sp irit was 

dlle to the continually increas ine traffic through the city" 

The Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, the Cumberland Road, (later 

to be part of the National HL3"h'.vay ), and. the Chesapeake and 

Ohio canal pourer~ endl ess streams of traffi c and freigh t on 

i ts WG<~T wes t into Cumberland " Early in 1900 two more rai1 -

roacls, the ',- estern l\iaryland , and the Pennsylvania entered 

Cumberland . ':lith the develolJment of the autornobile , the 

National Highway again bec am e one of the greatest routes to 

the ~lest t and more than m9.cLe up for the slack , (ancl later) 

cessation of operations on the canal . 

No communi ty could st8.nd by and watch all this weal th 

pass through it" Cumberland has not" Toclay i tis the second 

largest city of the s~~ate of Marylancl , in 'rhich millions of 

dollars have been invested in industries of ~lmost all types" 

It has the Comnission form of government and is sotmd 

financially , as well as being progressive and modern " It is 

a city that has t aken great pride and ac1.vant .... ge of its very 

fitting title; TfThe Gateway to the ',{e8 t H • 
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CONTIl'Wi TION 

CUJl1berland , the Queen City of liary1and, the Gateway 

to the ',lest, by the year 1875 had ceased to be fartllerest 

western terminal of any railvifay , In this year the Bal timore 

and Ohio railroad had succeeded in extending its tracks as 

far as Sundusl:y an 0_ Chicago , Also about this time, and for 

the first time since its completion, activities on the 

Chesa'::-Jeal(e and Ohio canal began to lag , This lagging was 

due to the effects of the great national panic of a few years 

before . But by this time Cumberland had ceased to de~end 

entirely upon the railroad, canal, an(l turnpike, Clunberland 

vIas already established as a permanent city '.'ifi th a population 

of about 12 , 000 souls . Even though the decrease in traffic 

along the tl)..rnpike fell off to practically nothing, causing 

the closing of most of the taverns and throwing not a small 

number of persons out of jobs , the city was not long in re­

adjusting itself to the new circumstances . Because of its 

ideal location at the east side of the H1-;arrows H , Cumberland 

became the perfect clistribution point :for the surroundi:ng 

country, as well as a connecting point between the east and 

the west. Fini shed good_s were brought to Cumberlevlld from the 

east by rail-Nay and canal. Raw goocLs were brought into 

CumberlancL from the s1:~trrounding country , and from here these 

goods were shipped into the east . Practically all westward 

traffic passed through this city . These are the prevailing 

COlleLi tions at Ctunberland at the beginning of the time of thi s 

thesis. 



-2-

THE CAlJAL 

The first serious blow to cripple the trafftc along 

the Ches8.peaJ<:e and Ohio c anal came in the year 1877 1,'fhen it 

was partially destroyed by a disastrous flood of the Potomac 

River . But immediate steps V'lere t cl,]{ en to remedy the damaS8s . 

'v-
In 1878 bonds €\aranteed by the state of l\iaryland were 

issued by the can~l com]any to obtain flUlds for rehabitating 

the waterway, and in a few months it Vias a(";ain a sc ene of 

much activity. But the z,rowth of the Baltimore and Ohio 

Hai l Road aTIel the shorter time required in rna-king deli veries 

to the East by the swifter go ing tr.ains, was gradually diverting 

the carrying of coal from the canal to the railroael. However , 

transportation by the canal was cheL1"per and it s.l\,{ays received 

sufficient freight to keep some boats moving in the busy 

season, and it never ceaseo_ 1;·f ork entirely until after the 

disatrous flooel of Jiiiay 31 , 1889 when its b ' 3.IL>C s were so 

destroyed that boating was abandoned for two years . Then 

agitation =or the s:::.le of the canal was begun, 

The Balti r ore and Ohio Railroad had become the chief 

p oss essor of ca.nal securi ties, and this Railroad di d not 

(iesire to see the canal pass into the hands of ~] ome other 

Railroad . Consecluently the Bal tlf!10re and Ohio used its 

influences and had receivers applied for . The canal property 

passed into the ho.no.s o:f these reeei vers, who ae;ain repaired 

the canal and put it into operation in 1892. Since then the 

can.:tl, a great f8.ctor in the establishing of Cumberlancl, 

continued to carry coal s.l~nost every season up until the e2.rly 
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part of 192 11 :Then the c2,112.l was completely put o'_.t of 

com ission 1)y t'l/O great flooJ.s. 

Thus e;1 eel t 1e Ches ;,1'62-:e anr Ohio car..al. }>.- "!aterHay 

that __ ~~d joined the ff :)atcw9.y to the "!estrrto the see .. 

vrater.vay rfhich hf:vcl been a factor in the estatlishrnent of 

Cumber1 8x](. , and '·or 8 long time &. l arGe source of business . 
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RAILHOADS 

The Baltimore and Ohio R~ilroad by 1875 had already 

eX:L:)anded west 'lard as far as Chicago , but still Cumberland 

re_nained t __ e most important point alone this Railroad. At 

Cumberlancl s-,-_ops and a la1'5e rollinG mill had been 8otablishecl . 

All traffic to the ':fest on this Pailway hgd to pass through 

Cumbe1'lLnd , likewise all traffic to the ~2.st had to pass 

throueh this point . It is needless to ss.y that this flow of 

traffic \fas a prime factor to the i/;felfare an(i pro;-.:,ress of 

Cumberland_ , as well as giving it the renovm of being one of 

the greatest gateways to the West . 

During the nineties this railroad be5an casting about 

for a more southern route to the ~"lest , D.l1cl fin~"'clly decicled 

u::)on branching its line at Cumberland . By follo'.ving the 

ballies of the Potomac Hi ver T/{est from CUP1berland the desired 

route was obt2..ined . This brancr;. passes through Cincir...nati to 

st . Louis , L18SOU1'i v-'~lich VIas made its fartherest western 

t err:.inal, a!lcL is stiJ 1 . 

ITeedless to say all this extension of the Baltimore 

and Ohi 0 Hailroacl ircreasecl considerably the flo'''! of traff'i c 

through Cumberland , and has materially aicled in keeping that 

ci ty one of the most importe,nt gate-Nays to the ·:Iest . The 

importance of this ci t~l to the Bnl tiuore and Ohio Railroad is 

very 'fell expressed by 'If . B. Calloway , Passenger Traffic 

Lanaser , who stat es the follov/ing: 

rrCumberlancl has al',1{ays been rccosnized as the great 

di vic1ing 8,nd junction point on the Betl tiIJiore and. Ohio :]ailroad. 

It is tl;re that our m~,l'n ll"Ile f th = t -- - rom , e liJas i vicles into tl'{O 
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main st ems , on ext en(linc northwostv/arcl to Pi ttsburgh and 

Chicaso t and the other operating in a southwestern direction 

to Cincinnati anel St , LOl)_is , Cumberland_ is li~ ewise an 

important operating center for our comp~ny , it being the 

location of our c1iviGion headCluarters and large r~achine shops , 

both passenger and freight offices there Tr , 

The Pennsylvania Railroac.l early in 1900 reali zing the 

value of Cumberland as a shipping point to the Hest , con-

str-ncted a branch line from that city through the Narrows to 

Altoona , Penns~llvania where it connected v1ith its main line 

to the '.lest , 

These two Railroads having realized the advantageous 

position of Cumberl and_ have and still are , profj.ted by 

their sel ection of CumberlancL as a distribution point to the 

T vo other Railroads also have sel ected. Clunberland as 

an important point on their lines . These two Toad.s are 

namely ; ':Jestern Earyland Hailroad and_ the Cumberland and 

Pel1.nsyl vania Rs .. ilroact . The T.'Jestern Uarylancl extends far into 

the coal fields with C1.liuberland and other points in the East . 

The CumberlEtnd an Pennsyl vania R::Lilroad runs from Cumberland 

through the best coal fields of the state into Pie(h~ont , 

~lest Virginia . C1JJYlberland to this Hailroad is a very 

important transfer point and terninal . 

If one doubts the title 'fThe Gateway to The ',1est ff as 

fi tting CrlJnberlano. . Then just journey to that fair ci ty and 

watch the activity of these above mentioned Railroads at that 
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point , and I al sure su~ doubts viII soon dissappear . 

WESTERN MARYLAND R .R. STATION , CUMBERLAND , MD . 
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TII:8 N .. TIONAL 

Frum 
CUl\mERLA1\'D, IUD. 

Miles 
Hagerstown, Md. -............ 64: 
Frederick, Md. •.•..••••••..•• ~9 
Baltimore, Md. •.•.•••••••••• 135 
Wilmington, Del. ..••••••.•••• 211 
Atlantic City, N. J. • ••..••.•• 27g 
Philadelphia, Pa. ••••.••..••.• 23H 
New York City •.•.• 0 •• 0.0 ••• 33.5 
Chambersburg, Pa. •••••••••.• 87 
Carlisle, Pa. . .••••• 0 ••••••• 0. 119 

" Harrisburg-, Pa. • 0 • 0 • • • • • • • • •• 1::37 
Reading, Pa. • •• 0 0 ••• 0 • 000 •• o. 191 
Gettysburg, Pa. 0 0 • 0 • 0 • 0 0 0 0 0 • • :38 

" York, Pa ...... 0.000 ••••• 0 •••• 127 
Lancaster, Pa. . .• , •••• 0 • • • • •• 1;;1 
Washington, D. C. ·. 0 ••• 00 ••••• 140 
Fredericksburg, Va .••••••••.• 20:} 
Richmond, Va. • .••• 0 •• 0 • • • • •• 279 
Norfolk, Va ....... 0.0. 0 •• 000. 375 
l\Iartinsburg, W. Ya .•• 0 0 0 0 0 o. 84: 
Winchester, Va. . ..•. 0 •• 0 0 0 • o. 105 
Harrisonburg, Ya. o. 0 0.0 •• 00 •• 175 
Staunton, Va. . ..•••. 000.0 ••• 0 200 
Roanoke, Va .............•. 0. 2nD 
White Sulphur Springs, Va. .•• 300 
Uniontown, Pa. ...••...•.•••• 6::3 
Washington, PRo • 0 ••• 0 0 • 0 0 00. 99 
Wheeling, W. Ya .• 00 ••••• 0.0. 132 
Columbus, Ohio .••• 0......... 259 
Indianapolis, Ind. • ~. • • • . • • • •• 433 
Chicago, Ill. ..••••.•••••••• o. 653 
Greensburg, Pa • ••.••••••••••• 100 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 

via Fayette City, Pa. ••••• 125 
via Greensburg, Pa. • ••• o. 132 ' 

Cleveland, Ohio .. 0 • 0 0 0 • • • • • •• 275 
Morgantown, W. Va. • 0 •• 0 •• 0 • 91 
Fairmont, W. Va. 0.000.0 ••••• 10n 
Clarksburg, W. Va. ..0....... 133 
Parkersburg, W. Va .••••••.•• 218 
Bedford, Pa. • ••.•••.• 0 • 0 0 ••• 0 31 
Altoona, Pa. • •• 0.00.00.0.0 •• 0 6D 
J onnstown, Pa. 0 ••• 0 ••• 0 • • • • • 86 

KEYSERS RIDGID, on' National 
Highway, 30 miles west of Cumber­
land, elevation :WOO feet-Highest 
point east of the Mississippi RileI' 
-on the National Highway. 

FrOI:l 1875 until 1910 the traffic on this famous olel road 

:"las alnost insignif~cnnt in comparison ".Ji th uhat it had been in 

former cla~Ts . But \'lith the invention and rc",id c1evelopilicnt of the 

9.uto .. 10bile , traffic on this fe.mous turnpike beGan to __ ick up. 

So in 1910 the state of Maryland t ookover the control o~ this 

Si~ce then it has 

not ~=Do1:m \f lat an i -1 e day means . Co si.ant improvemJnts by 

the state have made this hi6hvuy the be ~ t road of the state , 
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and befitting a part of tho gref~t National HighVlay which is 

acknowled.ged to be the best road and most beautiful scenic 

route in the United St&tes • 

A fair idea of the amOl..Ult of traffic passing through 

Cumberland to the West c an be obtnined from the fo llowing 

traffic check ta$en for that city's Chamber of Commerce by the 

Boy Scouts of C1.unberland Troop 3 . 

On I~onclay, August 23, 1927, between tIl e hOllrs of 

7 : 00 A . I~ . C\,nd 7: 00 P . :t,~ . a check of traffi c on all roads into 

Cumberland was taken" This check showed a total of 5028 cars 

from all but three states of the Union, and including three 

foreion licensed caTS" Qui tting l:aryland car~3 from this total 

1 eaves 1926 cs.rs , On the National Highvray alone there were 

3055 cars, Vlhi cll is more than half of the total. Omi tting 

11aryland cars from this leaves 1559 foreign cars, indic2,ting 

that practi cally all out of state cars use the National 

Hi ghway from Cumberlancl to the ~Jest . 

The r8al importance of these fi3'11_re8 may best be set off 

by a comparison of a similar check, for the same day and time 

of traffic on the Lincoln Hi2:hv"lay at Bedford . Here the check 

Gave a grand total of all cars of 2557, of v/hich 1805 were 

Pennsylvanian c2~rs, and two of foreign Ii c ense . On the Lincoln 

Highv{ay alone there v/ere 1888 C2.rs as compared to ~30»5 on the 

r-;ational Rie;hvray , ana ami tting l)ennsyl i,~gnia cars J the Lincoln 

lI1Gh'day shovifed only 614 cars, against 1 559 for the National 

Highway Vii th karylaY1(l cars omitt ed . 

Such a comparison goes far in proving the pO~lliarity 
of the National Hi,3hway to the '.'lest , which also means the.t 
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this traffic passes throush Cur-.. lberland , thus helpin~ to 

maintain that ci ty T s title of TfThe Gateway to the '.!estrr . 

Besides this traffic there are four laree bus lines 

runninz throu.2h Cumberland to the '.Jest . These lines are 

namely : The If evin Bus Lines , The Bl ue ?idge Trans-,- ortation 

Company t The CUJIlberl2nd anrl ''{ef..lternport Bus Line , 0,11(1 The 

:r.'~ou11t<.:~in staces Bus Line . The sel cction of the ~;ational 

Hi gh ',ray by these comlJanies ir-,-cU.cates that they consider this 

hiehway , o.S a desirous route TOlest thron:;h Cumberlan(i . 
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The progress of Crunberland has attracted many industries. 

One of the first to recognize the possil)ilities of Cumberland VIas 

the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, and immediately took as an 

industrial location, aclvar.tage of the same, by establishing a 

rolling mill there. The history of this mill represents no 

small part of the histor~T of Cumberland itself • 

.l~arly in the seventi es the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad 

had constru.ct ed a rolling mill at C1J . .mberland, to produc e rail s 

for the westward extension of the Railroad. This rolling mill 

employed quite a fevl of the men of Cumberland, steady Uiltil 

the begilming of the year 1876 at which time it closed d_ovm 

entirely, due to the effects of the panic of 1873 on the entire 

COlultry. But in 1878 there was a pa~.,tial reslJJr.ption of wor]c 

at the rolling mill , and in the Sl)ring of 1879 the mill again 

resumecl in full anc.l continued i;vorking with only temporary stops 

for several years. But the rolling mill became a very uncertain 

industry because of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad changing 

its industrial policy and instead of operating eills and 

making its own rail s, beS2.n buying them from other manufacturers • 

.As a final result of this change in policy the rolling mill 

closed perm8.nently, as far as the Bal timore and Ohio was 

concerned, in 1888 . After being leased to several other 

companies , the Baltimore and Ohio Railroac.l equipped the mill for 

reclaimation work abou·t 1908 . Since then this plant has been 

turning out more than a million pieces a month of reclaimed 

material, i n the form of bar iron, nuts , bolts , etc . 
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Today the larger industries of Cumberland are as 

follows: Kelly Springfield Tire Company ($15,000,000 plant), 

American Cellulose and Chemical IV18"llufacturing Company 

($3,000,000 plant), Baltimore and Ohio, ancl 1,Vestern Maryland 

Railroad shops, N. and C. Taylor Compan:>T, Tin Ilate E l1ufacturers, 

FooterTs Dye ',Yor~s (largest in the United states), five 

. glass works, t'V'fO silk mill s, four brick vJorks, two hollow til e 

'Norks, three flour mills, one steel shafting works, six 

1 un b er Iuanuf ac turing :ni 11 s, et c II 

The progress of Cumberland fron.l 1875 to 1890 ei ther 

in population or wealth was not significant. There were few 

changes in streets buildings or the general appearance of the 

ci ty, E'illd. t 18 increas e in popula t i on was only 700. 

But ~ith the beginning of the nineties a new spirit 

seemed to talee hold of the ci ty II New plots of building lots 

,'vere laid out in the southern and northern sections of the 

ci ty, and. enterprising youne business men besan a develope!!lent 

of 10c3.1 resources that put new Ii fe and t10pe into the 

popu~ation_ In 189G the Cumbe.l-l9.Yld Electric ::1ailway was 

organi7.ed, and put into service on the 4th of July, 1891, ru1d 

at first was lJ.nabl e to handl e all the traffic ., At no time 

has there been any doubts as to the permanency of this company, 

anet is still operating uncler the o\mershi] of the Potomac-

Ec1i son C Or2P any , ','fhi ch co:npany ::11 so op erat es buses, ~\nd will 

Ita (_oubt in the near future entirely replace the railwa:>r rlith 

buses. 

From 1890 until 1900 the population increased over 
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5000 brineing the total to 17 , 128 , which was the largest per 

cent g ain in any ten yea rs of ito history, This 'Nas largely 

d_ue to the development of the south eu nberlan d 2'ollo'/ing the 

action of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad in making this 

Joint a termina l for tl'[O eli visions 0 f its ro ,.:d ~'lhich 

necenai t a t ed the bui_ding of an immense rOl.Lnd house , repair 

shops , and yard . This construction of the Bal til~ore and Ohio 

gave employment to a great bulk of the population . 

Sin~e 1900 the population of the city has been ste_dily 

increasing , and at present , incl11cling the outlying districts 

about to be annexed , its population is estimated at over 

42 , 000 persons , making it the second city in size in the state 

of rraryland. The ci ty l1as very rnoc.lern a11(l efficient ':'later , 

and. sewerage systeH1S , a :p8.id :Hotorized fi re department, a 

$300 , 000 City RaIl, and has Commission form of government . 

It is a modern city in every way . 

LAKE GORDON . WATER SUPPLY , CUMBERLAND . MD . 
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CONCLUSIOl 

CUJIlberland. because of its location at the eastern 

el trance to the 1arrovs, one of tle earliest passes over the 

Alleshanies, h3.8 been properly titled TfThe Gatevray to the 

Through this ci ty all traffic to the ','{est on ei ther 

the National Hieh'.Jay or the Bal timore and Ohio Railroad must 

:pass, and it has been due to this traffic that CUHlberland 

has thl'ived and because of never ending flow of traffic the 

city will continue to Drogress but because of its rather 

cr9i'1ped location it is d.oUbt~-_ll if it vrill ever become large 

enough to rival the larger imerican cities in size or 

populat ion . Still i tis a :DJ.:ogressi ve ci ty, and nodern in 

every ITay as is befitting a city that has been for almost tvo 

centtl..ries, antI still is; TTThe Gate~v:l.Y to the -ie st tf
• 
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