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David C. G-raham, Suifu, Sseciman^ China.
January 29, 1928 to Ma.y 27, 1928

Jan. 29, 1928.
This diary does not contain the more extensive notes I am making

of Chinese social and regilious customs, or even of the artifacts I

am occasionally picking up. ' fhese will orooably appear in articles
and possibly in a book later.

I suggest that when the artifacts reach the Smithsonian Institution,,.
^*T% those from the Han Dynasty tomhs, either the Smithsonian Institution wait

until I am in U. S. A. on furlough to cooperate ¥/ith the curators in writ-
ing up these artifacts, or tiiat the descriptions be sent to me for perusal
before they are published. I am constantly leamiiig things that throw
light on these artifacts. (Box Ho. 58, Maxma.! IJo. 45.)

Jan. 30.

Weather iniproving. Mailed letter to Dr. Wetmore containing diary.
The postmaster states that specimens can be forwarded to Shanghai and
advises that they be shipped at once. I packed and labelled some speci-
mens today. (Boxes 10.59, 60, 61.)

Jan. 31.

letter Chen Grih Uen collected shrimp across the Min River.

Feb. 1.

llailed fifteen large boxes of specimens* Collector secured more
shrimp and other water specimens across the Min Biver in the large pools*
Packed boxes 62, 63.

Feb. 2.

A. M. sent Chen Sih Uen to the mountains to trap wild mice. P. M.
took a trip across the Min river. Found a fine collecting spot for moths
later on.

Feb. 3.

flailed five boxes of specimens. 'There are still four boxes packed but
not yet mailed. A bright, sunny day.

Feb. 4.

Slightly cloudy. Witnessed the great festival called ^Welcoming Spring,
fook several pictures, out with poor success because of the dense crowds and
the narrow; streets v/ith shop-roofs overhanging.

Feb. 5.

Mailed four boxes of specimens, making a total of 63 boxes to date.
Mammls lo. 46, 47, 48 49, all mice. A sunshiny day.

Feb. 6.

fhe final day of Hew Yearns celebration.
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Feb. 7.

Went to Beh Son Chi* Killed eight "birds of which two were
ruined.

Feb. 8.

J \13 \^ Went on to Igan Biln. Seciired only a few shrimp.

Feb. 9.

Heturned to Suifu. Saw a Chinese straw hat catch fire and
(^uiclcLy hum up. It was an opium den.

Feb. 11.

Humors say that civil \mr is certain to break out soon in
Sseciman. If it does^ it will bring great suffering to the Ssechuan
people.

Kerosene in Suifu lias now gone up to #30.00 a case, while it

used to be #8.00. 2hat will to some extent handicap us in the secur-
ing of night motiis.

Daring the next few days I am going to gim special training in
skinning and taking care of n^immls and birds to Chen G-ih Uen, the
netter. Then I can send him on trips, and he can both trap and net,

besides using the lantern at night.
She aborigine collector Yang Fong Shan ought to be in with his

winter catch soon. He needs more training in order to do better work
in skinning birds and maminals.

Feb. 12.

Spent several hours teaching netter Chen Sih Uen to skin and take
care of mamrmls. Secured m^aimals Uo. 50, 51, 52. ^ want to train him
so timt he can make excursions for himself, and do his own skinning.
Besides, I do not want to be too dependent on the skinner, Ho, who
might become sick or quit work. I ?^nt to give the aborigine Yang Fong
Isang better training, for I am sure tbat his skinning is still imperfect.
I am occasionally securing fish and fixing them in formalin.

Feb. 13.

Chen Sih Uen got badly chilled while practicing on a bird. He
skinned the bird very nicely, but later had to go to bed for the day, with
a headache

.

Feb. 14.

Chen Gih Uen went to the nearby mountains to trap mammal s . It is

reported that packages can not be for?\rarded jjroperly by mail now, because
of the disturbed conditions in the Yangtse G-orges. I can go on collecting
and await the time when the specimens can be forwarded.

Feb. 15.

ilammals iJ"o. 53, 54, 55. The collector, Chen G-ih Uen came in with
three wild mice or rats. One was very large . Chen caught them on a steep
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mountainside. Ihe large rat had nothing but wild grass in Ms
stomaoix.

The aborigine collector, Yang Pong Isang is now overdue. It may

be tiiat there are robbers along the route so tliat he can not get out.

If so, he will probably keep on collectings and bring out his whole

catch later.

Feb. 16.
The collector, Ohen Gih Uen, today collected fish, securing^ two

or three good specimens. Ihere is a strong movement among students

and farmers to oppose the forced planting of opium and the collectiiig

of opium taxes from farmers who do not plant opium.

Feb. 18.

Collector Yang Fong I!sang' came in with 13 mammals, 56-68, including

a young leopard, Z7 birdsidns, and 14 bird bones. I think he should get

more, and if he does not, I may cut his wages or discontinue employing

him. My present intention is to continue using him at least until next

summerls collecting is over.

Feb. 20.

Yesterday I took care of most of the specimens brought in by the

aborigine collector, Yang Fong Isang. He has improved some, but still

needs further training. I am taking him with me and trainii^^ hi n d£iily

hoping to help him get nearer perfection.

2oday I passed through one of the most beautiful places in the

Suifu prefecture. We dropped by boat from Suifu forty li down to Slxui

Mu Chi, then went sixty li overland to Gi 2ien Ba. On the way we

passed through a most beautiful and interesting ravine. In some places

sheer, bare, perpendicular cliffs were exi30sed. In one place there is on

the side of a cliff a fortified place or citadel, which is almost inaccess-

ible, where apparently the populace iias in the past escaped from robbers or

soldiers. In some places there are terraced and cultivated hillsides.
Much of the way there were woods* Ihere must be at least twenty water-
falls along the bed of a creek, some of which have natural caves under
them.

In this canyon or ravine is a kind of a tree that I have not seen
elsewhere. It is like a giant fern, excepting that th^ central tree or
stalls is pemmnent like a tree, and grows to be fully ten inches in

diameter and twenty feet high* One leaf I measured was eleven feet long.

I took one jjicture, and took pieces of the wood and samples of the leaves
or twigs, secured four birds, and allowed the aborigine to practice on them.

Feb. 21.

Mammal Eo. 69, traveled from Gi lien Ba past Muh Jia Pin to Li Duan
Tsang. Killed three birds on which the aborigine collector may practice.
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A Bvjmy day. Met tmirj friends at C^i 2ien Ba, at Man Jia ?in,

and at Li !Ihian Isang- the last place tlie cMldren were first

afraid and ran amy, but later "became very friendly.

Feb. 22.
Ifemmal Ho. 70, a mole. Went to %an Lin GMao. Met imny old

friends. Secured one bird.

ii*eb • 23* Lf-i\ L|

travelled from Hgan Lu CMao to Cxi Oliuang on foot 110 li, or

about thirty miles, all on foot. Secured only one bird. She road

was in many places middy and slippery beyond description, due to a

rain last night.

Feb. 24.
Travelled from Li ^huang to Suifu, securing four birds". I found

that the thieves have dug a simll hole through our brick wall. It

looks as if they were trying to get in. I'll have to be on the

watch, and the watch^-dog will be of invaluable value. I will notify

tiie police headquarters tomorrow and see what they will do* i?oday I

wounded a duck tiiat escaped.

Feb. 25.
Ohen Sih Uen returned with eleven wild mice and a few insects.

Mammals l"o. 71-81.

Feb. 26.

Chen Gih Uen came in. with a small catch of insects. Packed
some specimens*

Feb. 27.

Chen G-ih Uen came in with a wild rat and insects. Maniiml .No. 82.

At present we have no coimiranication with tne outside world. Hot even

letters get through the Yangtse gorges . V/e have to do the best we can

with the materials we have on hand, and keep collecting the specimens

amiting the day when the specimens can be forwarded. I ,am using the

shotgun shells very sparingly, for there is no telling wiien we can get

more.
I am daily^ almost^ taking anthropological measurements, but bones

are impossible and collecting them would raise a riot.

Feb. 28.

Ghen G-ih Uen brought in two wild mice. ^3;nimals Uo. 83-84.

Hhroh 1.

During the last few days we have had some excitement. Students

of a middle school at Ohei^tu killed their principle and threw him.

into a well. At least 14 were executed. It is said that one thousand

and four hundred fled home for fear of execution. Two Suifu students
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were executed. A ntEiiber nave returned and xiaire beerx stirring'

tip the people* A few days ago groups began to appear on the

city wall and knocked holes through our brick: mil and battered

it up. I appealed to the police. 2hey finally got busy and it

has stopped, at least temporarily.

larch 3»

Kerosene is #30 .00 a case, so I have hesitated to begin using

the Smithsonian kerosene in night"-moth catching. However, I have

decided to oegin. 2he two lanterns provided by the Smithsonian In-

stitution were supposed to be able to bum kerosene, but they ^ can

only bum gasoline. It will be exceediugly hard to get gasoline,

and probably very expensive, but 1*11 mke the attempt.

"i?or nearly two months letters from Shanghai have not been

getting through, but yesterday and today a few have arrived.

March 5.

Chen iiih Uen objdb in with a large moxmtain rat. Manmial lo. 83.

March 5.

2oday Chinese on the city wall renewed their attacks on our

conipo-imd wall, coming twice. 2hey did not do much daniage, but no

doubt they will continue until they do. Yesterday a large flock of

^?reat gray cranes flew over and more today. 2hey have been flying

this way for fully ten oay-s. In one flock yesterday I coimted 167

birds.

March 7.

More rain. People are beginning to wish for good weather and

sunshine. Chen CJih Uen brought in a wild rat. 5!he weather^^is so

cold that practically no insects are being caught. M8.mmal lo. 84.^

Soday tne police put up a placard saying they would severely punish

any mo continue to ruin our compound walls.

March 9.

Ihere have been no more attacks on the coiitpound walls so far.

People are in a very badly distrubed state of mind. Mailed letters

to ihe American Bxpress Company re specimens, and to Doctor Wetmore.

A sujishiny day*

larch 10.

2oday I went across the Hin Eiver to see an old grave, but did

not find much interesting. I secured an ismiense fish with a very

long nose, the kind I wrote about to Doctor Wetmore about two years

ago. A long bill, with a soft blimt nose. I will measure it and

^4 l^- take the best care I can je t tomorrow. I. got some letters from

family.
3oday the police cai:y^ht a boy trying to smash our compound wall

and took him to our iDOlice station. It seems that they are really
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Marcii 11.

Clien (Jih Uen canie in not well and with a poor catcli. He says

the bojrs on the street call him a foreign slave and one who is

destroying his coimti^y "because he is collectin<g specimens. He

feels -upset about it. With imny here anything or anybody foreign

is an. eneix^ of China and doii^ a work to destroy China.

March 12-15.
'look an ine>rpensi¥e trip to Li Chuangj^ 60 li domi the Yangtse

RiTer. Secured 14 birds and 2 small mammals, los. 85-86. Some of

the spring and snixmer birds are arriving, but I did not get any

uncoiiMon birds.

March 18.
'Ihe comunists liave become so bold and active that the

militarists nave begun executing. One youi^ inan was executed on the

main street of Suifu and is being left there unburied three days as

a spectacle to warn others, it is reported tlmt others are being

executed in the outlying country • Doubtless the attacks on our com-

pound wall and house have been instigated by communists* 2hey

attack foreigners in order to niake tx'ouble for the officials. I

have sent Chen Gih Uen, well supplied ??ith materials, to YachOYr to

collect for about two months. Ihere v/ill be a forei^pier with him

and he v/ill cover a wide district. Yacho?/ should yield excellent

specimens. There will be another Chinese helping him, and he will

take in the town of Moupin.

March 19*

Filled boxes 64-70 with specimens. It is not possible to mail

these now, as parcels can not at liresent be carried by the post office

to Shanglxai.

March £0.
lOoday I took a long collecting trip to the Suifu hills. I

climbed down to the side of a steep cliff and looked into a deep cave

where leopards have been seen. Later I climbed by way of the inside

stairway to the top of the black pagoda and stood up on top of it.

Secured six birds and some insects • Filled box Ho. 71, bird bones.

Sixteen comirEunists were captured in. Duifu yesterday evening. It is

reported that the coimmmists were planning to bum the city of Chung-

king, but that a few nundred were taken prisoners and the plot frustrated.

!?he black pagoda from our house registers 142 degrees.

March 21.
Shis is my birthday, but none in Suifu knows it, so it lias been

very quiet.

March 22.

Soday I entertained at a- foreign dinner General Hu, one of the

highest officers in Yunnan Province, the two chief military? officers



of Suifu, the head militia officer of the Suifii District, the two
heads of the Suifu GxiamDer of Oonmerce, and several Suifu merchants.

March 23

•

loday I learned that h^v^ name had been reported in a Chimgking
Chinese newspaper, fhis is something foreigners generally prefer
to avoid during these times, for imfavoraDle thin^^^s a,re apt to he

said. Shis time nothing imfavoraDie was said. It was merely re-
ported tlmt I Imd secured an immense fish ana was going to send it

to America. Soday I packed one dox of specimens, box ITo. 71.

March 24.
'

Shis afternoon I led a science discussion class of Chinese
leaders

.

I was invited to a feast given by all the leading Suifu oii:aniza-

tions, including the government schools and official/ departments, to

G-eneral Hu and his staff from Ymman Province, After this was over we
attended a movie. The story, the characters, tne scenes, etc., were
all Chinese* I also received a letter from Chengtu saying' that the
West Chinese Border Research Society will renew 'its activities soon,
and probably publish another Journal within the next year« Packed
box lo. 72.

March 25.

Packed box l"o. 73. IVrapped nine boxes for shipping. Uhese can
not be mailed now, as traffic is not open below Cliungfcing, but they can
be mailed later.

It is reported that British and Japanese gunboats are going to
escort merciiantile ships to Suifu. I think this is contrary;' to even
the old treaties. At any rate it is apt to raise a homet*s nest and
we here are quite apt to get some stin|:;s. Measured two Chinese with
anthropometric instruments.

Ilarch 27.

Sent in financial rejiort lo. 5* Secured a fe?/ insects.

Mai*ch 28.

'Soday I took the anthropometrical measurements of nine Chinese
women. There was an experienced nurse helping take the temperatures,
etc.

Secured a few insects.

March 29.

2ook a short hunting trip, securii^ three birds. Saw about
tiiirty soldiers bringing in four bandits.

I have had the carpenter nmke trays for carrying birdskins on
collecting trips so as to avoid pressure on the skins. Ihis should

make unnecessary spoilii^s the skins throtigh pressure.
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March. 31*
Carugnt a few insects.

Eeceived a letter from Oiien Giii Uen saying he imd arrived

at Yaciiow and was on nis my to Moupin; he is now Imsy collecting

Ijat he will tour the Yachow district rather than reroain at

present in Moirpin.

April 4*

I received a letter from the American Express Gonipany today

saying they had only received seven boxes. The rest will probably

arrive all right iji time , but lUl have inquiries mde.

April &•

I secure a few insects each day., I am exceedingly busy at

present, but do what I can. In about two weeks I hope to take a

trip of about three weeks, possibly more, i^hen I should get raany

specimens, fhe aborigine should be in with a two-month^ s catch in

about ten days. Ihree men were executed (origandsl today.

Aoril 7.

Secured some insects.

ril S.

Spent t;he afternoon collectii^ insects and secured some that

look interesting. 0!he city postmaster says that mny of packages

of specimens are at Chungking but that they will ultimately reach

^hai safely*

April 12.
I liave been dsAly collecting such specimens as I could. 2nese

have been nsy most busy days at Suifu but hereafter I will be freer

and will be doing more collecting. 2oday I mailed some films to Dr.

Wetmore. Mamrral Ho* 87.

April 16.

Soday I gave anthropometrical measurements to six Chinese. I

expect to do more collectii]^ of biological specimens hereafter. I

have been tied down with special meetings and conferences here in

Suifu.
iJhere is a oeetle in Ssechnan, which, when attacked, emits a

vapor or smoke timt ims an unpleasant smell. Ihere is also a sound.

u}onif?ht I pursued one and when about to take hold of it with hand,

it emitted the vapor. It seemed to burn fin-:ers, as thoi:^h hot,

but there was no after effect. Ihe beetle is yellow and black. I

have sent in specimens before and will send in more. She length is

approximately an inch.

Ia^er--lext morning the skin on w finger had turned brown on the

spot where, if I remember correctly, the gas from the beetle stung

or burnt me. I may be mistaken about this, but I do not think so.
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I secured some interestiBg-looking insects today, mostly

small ones. Robbers are operating in tlie country in all di-

rections from Sulfa. Last night three GMnese members of the

Ohina %land Mission Clrurch were robbed in their bungalow on

the Suiiu hills. Shey were tied and beaten. I expected to go
up there in a day or two.

April 26.

Packed boxes lo. ?3 (rats), 74 (rat and bird skeletons), and
75 (the great fish) today.

It is reported that the specimens at Chungking in the Post
Office, 59 boxes, have not been for^/zarded to Siianghai. I, will

soon iiaail more boxes. T\¥elve are no?/ ready to mail, almost, and

more can quickly be packed.
Ihere 1ms really been a sort of rebellion against exhorbitant

taxes wiiich resulted in a battle at Li Chuaiig. Over fifty were
killed outright, aaid more tiian one himdred more are said to ha¥e

died of their wounds. Ihe coxmtry has been so disturbed that it

has been wise to stay in the city.

April 25.

Packed box Ho* ?6, insects. Box 77.

April £8.
Went out for a short huntiaag trip.

April 29.
A guest from Kiating kept me busy, but 1 secured some insects.

:^y,:l.

deceived Doctor Wetmore^s letter stating that the Moupin trip

is approved and the money assured. 1*11 begin planning right a¥/ay.

2oday t;hree were executed on the river bank. I heard that two

were robbers and one a conirniinist.

Mailed fourteen boxes of specimens to the Smithsonian Institu-

tion, most of them large, boxes los. 64-77.

May 2-5.

2ook a trip to Hgan 3ien. Got two varieties of fish, and two vari-
eties of fly-catchers.

.
*

,

May 6. A box of specimens ai*rived from Yachow, collected by the netter Ohen

Ciih Uen. I picked the specimens all over and dried them. IDhis is box
lo. 78. i?ilied box Ho. 79 with specimens secured at Suifu, mostly in-

sects. Box no* 80, small fish.

May 7.
^

Filled boxlo. 81, fish.

May a..

rainy day. Straightened out Smithsonian letters, etc.
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May 9.

Sent two packag'es to the Post Office. Oaugiit some interest-

ing 'bees or msps.

May 10.
IMs morning I sent a coolie to catoii sliriicrps. Miis afteraoon

witii the skinner I went across the river to net and to catch water
specimens. Secured a good many bees and three eels.

last night five men ?/ere killed by a ntmiber of men in civilian

clothes. There was an attempt to Mil an officer, but the offiller

escaped. The city is excited about it.

May 12.

It is very hot. p
f The postmaster says tliat a G-eneral at Yachi, between Suifu and
luchovv, has stopped tliree boat-loads of parcel post packages among
which are about 12 Smithsonian packages. He wants to collect duty

on the packages. The postal authorities are refusing to pay the duty,

for there are many other such places between Chengtu and Shanghai

that v;ill collect such ''duties" if possible. 0?he postmaster thinks

there is no danger of the packages being destroyed.

May 13.
I am beginning to get reac^ for the trip to Moupin. There

are brigands in the Moupin District, and these will have to be

bribed to protect. If at the last moment I should not be able to

collect at ^bupin, I would try to collect south of Suifu on the

Imman Border.
I ¥/ill not mail any more packages xmtil I hear that the

^'General" at la Ohi lias desisted in his demands for export duty

on parcels.
Uhis sprii^* I imve been liandicapped in the securing of

lepidoptera, especially night moths, fhe t?/o 200 candle Smithson-

ian lanterns can only bum gasoline. I have sent to Chungking for

ten gallons of gasoline. If I secure gasoline, I will have greater
success in tne future

.

May 14.

Filled box Ho. 82, bird skeletons.

lay 15.
Sent a Chinese to secure water specimens. He was moderately

successful. Word has been received that the gasoline is to get
here tomorrow. I'll enjoy using it in the lanterns.

May 16.

Ihe foreign guests from down the Yangtse did not arrive today,

but should arrive tomorro?/. Then 1*11 have gasoline for use in the
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May 18.

Reports now tiiat civil v^r 1ms actually broken out in

eastern Ssseciman so that now specimens can not get tlirougli»

I snail go on collecting-, hoover.

May 19.

foday I QBw soldiers drillingc all over the Mils* This

only happens when war is imminent. Went 26 li west of Suifu
on the Yunnan Hoad and in a swamp killed 9 lairds, ten in all,

of which there may be 4 varieties I have not received before.
Filled box Ho. 85^ insects.

Ifey 20.

Wrote several Smithsonian letters re collecting', re

trans-shipping in Shanghai, etc.
Secured some nice insects.
I bothered about the gasoline. After opening a can,

I have nothing to put it in. Some way must be worked out. It

is iii5)0ssible to secure a drum in Suifu.

May 21.

Solved the problem of where to put the gasoline. Used jiags

and bottles.
I filled the gasoline lamps and began to try thera out. One

worked all right, but the other sj)rung a big leak so timt I do

not dare to use it. I ani much disapiDOinted. One lantern is

giving good satisfaction.
I expect to leave for a three-day ,trip tomorrow.

May 25.

Today I returned from a trip into the countrj^. It ms the

60th birthday of a farmer named 2sen^ a cliurch member. AH his
friends and relatives gave presents, and in return were housed
and feasted from one to tiiree days, a fev; for even longer. I

secured eight birds. One of these was taken by somebodjr. Another
was crushed by two coolies. I give the empty cartridges to the

one vmo picks up the bird* Two coolies both wanted the cartridges.
In the scuffle wiiioh ensued to secure the bird, the bird ms
crushed and spoilt* It was a common bird.

May 27.

Have secured two bats and some insects.

Moirpin is at present robber-ridden. I may or may not get in there.

It is said that tne forests imve been cut do?m so it will jjrobably

be poor collecting at Moupin now.
The civil war in the Yangtse Cxorges is over for the present.

Yang Sen has retreated northward. He may unite with Lin Chen Ho,

an enen^ of the ruling powers in Central Ssechuan, which would
mean more civil war later.



laiig foag Ssang, tlie aborigine collector, iias not appeared*
He is either doii3e> sometMng besides collecting or afraid to come
out because of di£trubed conditions,

xhe collector at fachow seems to not be getting a great deal

of specimens • 1*11 order Mm down to Suifii if he does not do

better.
About fifteen boxes of specimens are delayed indefinitely by

a military leader bet?/een Suifu and Chungking because he wants
duty paid on all parcel pacKBg'es. The Post Office ?/ill not give
in. All the other packages should reach Shanghai soon.

I will begin at once jpreparing for the Bxmmer collecting trip,

holding that I can carry it through successfully. Betv/een now a,nd

summer I expect to take a triij south of Suifu.
I intend to send specimens hereafter from here to Shanghai

as much as possible in the care of friends • 21iat will be more
e^ipensive tlian by parcel post, but quicker.

I ¥all for^/ard this Diary at once to the Smithsonian Institu-
tion. It Yri.ll probably help the secretaries understand why delays
in the forwarding or delivery of boxes of speciniens are sometimes
unavoidable.


