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THE tn^nVEIiSlTs:

Social Insurance of Texas

General

Since the first Industrial Accidents Insurance Act came into being in 1901 an extensive system

of social insurance legislation has deveioped in the Netherlands.

This primarily makes provision for the financial consequences of sickness, accidents, disability,

unemployment and death for certain sections of the population.

It is generally appreciated in the Netherlands that this type of insurance is a great social asset.

U promotes a considerable feeling of security among the working population, it makes the

economically weak less dependent on changing circumstances and it contributes to a more

even distribution of the national income.

The most important laws are the Industrial Accidents Insurance Act of 1921, the Agricultural

and Horticultural Accidents Insurance Act of 1922, the Seamen's Accidents Insurance Act of

1919, the Sickness Insurance Act, the Sick-Fund Decree, which is concerned with the costs of

medical care, the Disability Act, the Old-Age Insurance Act of 1919, the Children's Allowance

Act, the Emergency Children's Allowance Act for Self-Employed Persons of Small Means and

the Unemployment Act.

The social insurance acts have so Far applied to workers in general. However, the first nation-

wide insurance scheme came into operation on 1 January, 1957; this was the General Old-Age

Insurance Act. The General Old-Age Insurance Act will not be dealt with in this section but in

the chapter on pension questions. A second nation-wide insurance scheme, the General Widows'

and Orphans' Insurance Act, came into operation on I October, 1959.

It is the intention to set up another national insurance scheme as well, namely a children's

allowance insurance scheme. Some of the Acts, such as the Sickness Insurance Act, the Sick-

Fund Decree and the Unemployment Act, are only applicable to those earning under fls 8,000

per annum. Those earning more than this figure do not have to be compulsorily insured under

these Acts^Other Acts, such as the Industrial Accidents Insurance Act of 1921, the Children's

Allowance Act, the General Old-Age Insurance Act and the General Widows' and Orphans'

Insurance Act, do not have any wage limit.

In some cases, such as the Industrial Accidents Insurance Act of 1921, the Sickness Insurance

Act and the Sick-Fund Decree, it is possible to take part voluntarily. The employers are respon-

sible for deducting the required contributions under the social insurance acts. The Unemploy-

ment Act is partly State-supported. The amount which the employers have to pay in the total

contribution is higher than that of the employees.

Since 1946, the aim has been towards unification and coordination in order to simplify the

financing and administration of these Acts. In 1954, the Social Insurance Coordination Act

came into operation. This gave a definition of the meaning of wages on which contributions

were liable. By wages is generally understood everything that is received as a result of employ-

ment. Under the heading of wages are also included bonuses, perquisites, payments from social

funds and on special occasions, tips, etc. Furthermore, the maximum wage on which contribu-

tions have to be paid under the above Acts has been fixed at fls 22 per day.
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