


In the name of Allah 
the most 

2ompassionate and Merciful 
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1. BAHAI SITUATION IN IRAN HAS MARGINALLY IMPROVED SINCE 

REESTABLISHMENT OF DEGREE OF ORDER BY NEW MILITARY GOVERN- 

MENT. THERE REMAINS MAJOR DEGREE OF HOSTILITY AGAINST 

AMEPBASSY TEHRAN 

BAHAIS, PARTICULARLY ON PART OF ISLAMIC RELIGIOUS OPPOSI- 

TION, WHICH IS LEADING ELEMENT OF POLITICAL OPPOSITION TO 

SHAH AND GOI. GO1 HAD RECOGNIZED THIS PRESSURE AND BAHAIS 

ARE STILL BEING DISMISSED FROM GOVERNMENT JOBS. SEVERAL 

DOCTORS AT GOVERNMENT HOSPITALS WERE DISMISSED LAST WEEK, 

ACCO~ING TO PERSIAN FRIENDS WHO KNOW THE INDI~IDUALS. 

HOWEVER, THERE IS NO OPEN STREET HOSTILITY TOWARD BAHAI 

CONFIDENTIAL 

ISF 
SHIR 
TABR 

I SECT BEING MANIFEST AT THE MOMENT. BAHAI TEMPLE HAD 

, 1652 

I MILITARY GUARD DURING RECENT DISTURBANCES,BUT AS FAR AS 

ACTION: SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 
1 

I WE KNOW THERE WERE NO ATTACKS AGAINST IT IN RECENT MONTHS. 
2. WE UNDERSTAND BAHAIS ARE LEAVING IRAN, BUT SOME 
- 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
Classzlic~lion M R N  

 PROMINENT ONES DO REMAIN. LOWER MIDDLE CLASS BAHAIS 1 
AND 

TELL US HARASSMENT FROM MOSLEM NEIGHBORS/- PROSELYTIZING 

MULLAHS INCREASED THROUGH OCTOBER BUT HAS EASED OFF SINCE 

GENERAL AZHARI BECAME PRIME MINISTER. NO CONNECTION IS 

ALLEGED, BUT SOME SAY THAT MOSLEM OPPOSITION IS NOW 

FOCUSING ON CONFRONTATION WITH GO1 DURING MOHARRAM 

(ADDING THAT IF KHOMEINI "WINS," BAHAI SITUATION IN 

IRAN WILL BECOME INTOLERABLE). 

3. WE BELIEVE DEPTOFFS COHEN AND PRECHT TOOK RIGHT LINE 

ON POTENTIAL FOR POSITIVE USG ACTION. SINCE U.S. IS 

SEEN AS SUPPORTING GOI, ANY PUBLIC ACTIONS ARE LIKELY TO 

ENRAGE PRECISELY THOSE PEOPLE MOST LIKELY TO COMMIT 

VIOLENCE AGAINST BAHAIS. WE BELIEVE BEST POSSIBILITY 

FOR INFLUENCING SITUATION IN POSITIVE DIRECTION IS CONTINUED 

D~SCREET DISCUSSION WITH GO1 OFFICIALS ON NECESSITY TO 

PROTECT MINORITIES, COUPLED WITH REPEATED REITERATION 

TO OUR OPPOSITION CONTACTS THAT PERSECUTION/VIOLENCE 

AGAINST BAHAIS DOES THEIR CAUSE LITTLE GOOD. WE BELIEVE 

THIS REMAINS BEST POLICY FOR USG SPOKESMEN AT HOME AS 

WELL. 

4. COlXPLICATING FACTOR IN SITUATION IS FACT THAT SOME 

BAHAIS PARTICIPATED IN WHAT ARE SEEN AS EXCESSES AND 

CORRUPTION OF PAST FEW YEARS. PERHAPS THE MOST NOTABLE 

BAHAI BUSINESSMAN CASE IS PROMINENT INDUSTRIALIST/FINANCIER 

HOJABR YAZDANI, WHO HAS BEEN HELD SINCE AUGUST ON CHARGE 
L 3 
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URN 
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rOF FRAUD AND ILLEGAL USE OF GOVERNMENT LANDS. -1 
WE HOPE 

DISTINCTIONS WILL BE MADE BETWEEN THOSE WHO MAY BE 

ARRESTED AND TRIED FOR POSSIBLE CORRUPTION OR OTHER 

SPECIFICALLY ILLEGAL ACTIVITIES AND GENERAL PERSECUTION 

AGAINST SECT. CONCERNING THE SABET FAMILY WE UNDERSTAND 

ALL KEY MEMBERS ARE OUTSIDE IRAN: IRAJ IN SWITZERLAND, 

HARMOZ IN THE U.S . AND THE FATHER, HABIB, BETWEEN NEW 
YORK AND SWITZERLAND. 
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PE RUOPHR 16755/01 179 ** 
ZNY S S S S S  ZZB CLASS: SECRET 
0 2813162 JUN 79 CBRGE: STATE 6/2F!/?' 
FV AMEMBASSY TEHRAN APPRV: CHARGE:LBLAI 
TO SECSTATE YASHDC IMMEDIATR 2332 PFFTE:  P0L:CCLEMXYT 
BT CLEA?: POL:VLTOMSET: 
S E C R 3 T SECTION 01 OF T99RAN 06755 DISTR:  POL-4 C 4 5  

LIMDIS 

E.O. 12065: GCS 6/28/85 (CLEMENT, 6.) OR-P 
TAGS: SHCP,  I R  
SUBJECT: PAHAI COMPUNITY SITUATION 

REF: ( A )  STATE 158779, ( B )  TERRAN 6421, ( C )  TEHRAN 6500 

2. EPBOFFS HAVE OBTAINED INDEPENDENT VERIFICATION O F  
BASIC POINTS I N  INFORMATION PREVIOUSLY PROVIDED BY 
REVEREND PRYOR AS REPORTED IN REFTELS. VERIFICATION COMES 
FROM FSN SOURCE WHO I S  CONSIDERED KNOWLEDGEABLE AND 
RET.IABLE. SOURCE I S  WORKING ON SETTING UP MEETING . . - - . . - . - - . . - . 
BETWEEN EMBOFFS AND BAEAI LEADERS. 

3. I N  KOST RECENT DISCUSSION WITH PRIOR ON JUNE 28. RE 
SAID THAT CURRENT SITUATION OF  EABAI COMMUNITY SHOULD 
PERHAPS BE MORE APPROPFfIATELY ERARACTERIZED $5 ONE OF  

HARASSMENT AND CISCRIMINATION RATHER THAN PERSECUTION." 
BE T H I S  AS I T  MAY, I T  I S  ABUNDANTLY CLEAR TBAT TRE BARAI 
LEADERS ARE EXTREPELY WORRIED AND S E T  THEMSELVES FACING 
TRE WORST C R I S I S  IN THE HISTORY OF BARAISM. EVERY DAY 
BRINGS ACDITIONAL EXAMPLES OF BARASSMENT. 

4 .  TBP RARLT LEADERS ARE S T I L I  HOPING THAT VIOLENCE CAN - - - - -- -. -- - - -. - -. . 
B i  AVOIDEC IN  SBIRAZ O N  J U L Y  10. TRET H A V E  ASKED TO SEE 
PM BAZARGAN REGARDING THIS .  MEANWHILE :BET DO NOT WISH 
TO PUBLICLY EXACERBATE THE ALRSADY TENS& SITUATION. TREY 
RAVE SPECIFICALLY REQUESTED TEAT TEE USC NOT TAKE ANY 
ACTION AT T B I S  TIME BECAUSE OF  THE POLITICAL SITUATION 

5. THE BAB.41 LEADERS DO WANT TO MAKE SURE THAT INFORMATION 
AND DOCUMENTATION I S  SAFELY IN PLACE OUTSICE IRAN S O  TpAT 
THET C A N  GO P U B L I C  WITH TBEIR STORY WHEN AND I F  NEEDED. 
TREY HAVE ASKED PRYOR TO GO TO GENEVA AND ZURICH. AND A& 
WILL DO SO ASOUND JYLY 7. PRYOR WILL REPORT TO THE WORLD 
COUNCIL OF CBURCHSS BUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION I N  SENEVA AND 
LEhVE DOCUMENTATION I N  SAFE HANDS I N  SWITZERLAND. HE I S  
AFRAID,  HOWEVER. TSAT THE SITUATION COULD BEGONE SUBSTAN- 
TIALLY WORSE BEFORE THEN. 

6. PRYOR PROVIDED TBE TOLLOWING INFORMkTION (WHICH WE HAVE 
NOT YET BAD TIME TO VERIFY FROP OTHER SOORCES) ON JUNE 28: 
OF THE ROUGHLY 400 000 BAHAIS IN ISAN. ABOUT 75.000 ARE IN 
T E H R A N .  T H E  MASTE; MEMBERSRIP LIST FOR TEHRAN WAS STOLEN 
ABOUT S I X  WEEKS \GO. TEE EARAIS BELIEVE I T  I S  IN ISLAMIC 
FANDS. BECAUSE A NUMBER OF BAPAIS RAVE BEEN RECEIVING 

.i SECRET TEHRAN 6?55/1 
I 



SECQET TEHRAN 6 7 5 5 / 1  

IT1'TFRS IN T H E ~ R  LAMS AT THEIB POMT AEDRESS FFOM T s E  , I S l & M I C  PBOPASAMDA OSGANIZATIOV IN 2OM STROYSLY \%.GINS 
T l l l M  TO CONVERT TO ISLAM. SPTRITVAL ASSTMBLY MPETIN>S 
HhYE EEEN BROTEN UP,  AND F I L E S  EAVE BEEY DESTROYED. 

/ bHFHFAS R3LISIOUS MEETINGS NOXPALLY WF93 AmTENDEC PY 2 8 0  
PT*BERS, TEEY 4RE NOW LIMITED TO 1 0 - 1 5  PEOPLE SO AS TO 
AIOID HARASSVENT. 

7 .  TO DATE, THE PERSONAL BANK ACCOUNTS OF THE TOP 2 7  SAHAI 
LEADERS WHO MAKE UP TH3 NRTIONAL COCNCIL HAVE EEEN FROZFN 
LEUT NOT PET CONFISCATED). TWO 0 3  TRESS LEADERS EAVE EESN 
DENIED EXIT  PERMITS. OTBERS H4VE NOT 4TTEMPTFD TO OBT4IN I ONE. IN ADDITION TO IREVIOUSLI  SIXPORTID CONFISCATIOVS OF  
HAHAI COMMUNITY ASSETS, FOUR OP THE M4IN F IVE ADMINISTRA- 

1 TIVE BUILDINGS OF THE COMMUNITI EAVE REIN CONFISCATFD. 
THESE BUILDINGS ARE VALUED AT EETWEEY $?fl-IQ@ MILLION. 
THE NUWBER OF C I V I L  SERVANTS DISMISSED FROq THEIR JOBS 
SINCE EARLY DECEMBER ON T 3 E  S P E C I F I C  GROUND T 9 4 T  TPFY WFPE 
R A H A I  IS ABOUT 3 0 ,  A C C O R D I Y G  TO I N F O R M A T I O N  I D O C U M S Y T F D )  
PROVIEED TO FRYOR. 

f . .  TAE BAHAI LEADERS DO NOT BAVE ANY FSAL IFEA OF HOW YANP 
PAHAIS BAVE LEYT IRAN. BUT ARB I'NDER THE I ~ P R S S S I O N  TFAT 
THE EXODUS EAS NOT SO FAP BFSY S I J N I F I C A N T .  TH9 LEPDSFS 
ARE URGING TEEIR MEMBERS TO STAY IN IRAR. 

Q. UP TO NOW THE ACTIONS HAVE BEEN DIRECTED PRIMARILY 
A;AINST THE COMMUNITY AS AN ENTITY. RATQYR THAN ASAINST 
IYJIVIDUAL BAHAIS--EXCEPT FOP THE FROZEN EANr ACCOIJNTS-O? 
THE LEADERS, DISMISSAL OF C I V I L  SERYLNTS, hTTEMPTS TO 
PRESSURE INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS TO CONVERT, AND THE HARASSMENT 
OF RELISIOUS MEETINGS. THE EAHAI LEAITRS ARE FEARFUL TYAT 
THE SITUATION FOR 1NDIVII)ULLS WILL CHAN9E FOR THE WORSE 
ennu .. -" ,, . 
10. NO BAHAJS HAVE BEEN KILLED I N  THE POST-REVOLUTION ERA 
A N D  N O N E  O F  THE MORE T H A N  T H R E E  P U N D R E D  PEOPLE W B O - R A V E -  

' 

H ~ E N  EXECUTED WERE BABAIS ( I T  IS  A G A I N S T  B A B A I  RULES FOR 
MEMBERS TO BE ACTIVE I U  F O T T T I P S ) .  ROFEFUILY THE SAME CAY . . . - - . . - - - - - - - 
S T I L L  BE S A ~ U  AFTER JULY 10. E J A H ~ I S M  ST4RTED IN SXIRAZ IN 
1844 WITB BAHAULLAH P R O C L A I M I N G  HIMSELF AS THE MISSING 
hT 
*6?55  

NNNN 
SECRET TEHRAN 6 ? 5 5 / 2  

I MAN. 

11. AS FURTBER INFORMATION BFCOMSS 4VAILABLE THROUGH OTHER 
SOURCES, YE WILL UP-DATE REPORTING ON T H I S  SUBJECT. 
LAINCPN 
BT 
88755 

NNNN 
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R 1183852 S E P  19  
m AMEMBASSY C O ~ O N B O  
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I N F O  RUQMHR/AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 487 
BT 

, "LIMITED OITICIB~/USE COLOMBO 4698 

( - E d , A  
TAGS:  C V I S *  I R *  CE 
SWJt  I N C R E A S E  I N  I R A N I A N  V I S A  A P P L I C A N T S  I N  SR1 LANKA 

I. S I N C E  EYD O F  AUGUST E M B A S S Y  H A S  O B S E R V E D  D E F I N I T E  
I I N C R E A S E  I N  NUMBER O F  I R A N I A N  NON-IMMIGRANT V I S A  A P P L I C A N T S  

A P P E A R I N G  I N  OUR CONSLLAR S E C T I O N .  NUMBER O F  A P P L I C A N T S  NOW 
AVERAGES FOUR P E R  WEEK A S  CONTRASTED T O  ONE E V E R Y  TWO W E E K S  
PREVIOUSLY.  S I X  A P P L I C A N T S  C A L L E D  ON CONSUL ON 9/ 10. 

2. A P P L I C A U T S  U S U A L L Y  H A M  B E E N  MALE S T U D E N T S  I N  E A R L Y  
28*SI BUT T H E Y  N W  I N C L U D E  B U S I N E S S M E N  AND F A M I L I E S .  T H E  
I R A N I A N S  E X P L A I N  T H A T  S I N C E  U.S. V I S A  F A C I L I T I E S  I N  T E H R A N  
ARE NO LONGER A V A I L A B L E ,  S R I  LANKA IS A C O N V E N I E N T  P O R T  O F  
CALL FOR THEM. A P P L I C A N T S  SHOW EXTREME T E N S I O N  AND ANXIETY.  

3. T H U S  FAR DOCUMENTATION A P P E A R S  T O  B E  I N  ORDER AND CONSUL 
IS I S S U I N G  M A J O R I T Y  O F  V I S A S .  A P P L I C A N T S  D I S P L A Y I N G  
GREATEST T E N S I O N  C L A I M  T O  B E  MEMBERS O F  B A H A I  AND 
Z O R O A S T R I A N  M I N O R I T Y  G R O U P S  AND S T A T E  T H E Y  CANNOT 
R E T L R N  T O  I R A N  B E C A U S E  O F  P E R S E C U T I O N .  

4. EMBASSY W I L L  K E E P  DEPARTMENT INFORMED O F  DEVELOPMENTS.  
ANY GUIDANCE AND I N D I C A T I O N S  O F  I R A N I A N  A P P L I C A N T  T R E N D S  
ELSEWHERE WOULD B E  A P P R E C I A T E D .  

W R I G G I N S  
Bf 
14698 

CONS 

C H R G '  
P O L  
ECON 
CHRN 
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DE RUEHC #I745 2571858 -~ -~ ---- 
ZNY CCCCC ZZH 
0 1418202 SEP 79 
rn SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASST TEHRAN IMMEDIATE 4546 
n'p 

J 
C-0 N P I D E N T I A L STATE 241745 

CHARGE"  
ECON 
R F 
CHRON 

' 1.0. 12065: GDS, 9/13/35 (CLEMENT, CARL) 

' TAGS: SEUM, SOPN, IR 

1 :SUBJECT: RUMORS OF ATTACKS ON BAHAIS IN SHIRAZ 

1 REF: FEERAN 10001 

! I .  (C - ENTIRX TEXT) 
' 2 .  MR. GLENN MITCBEL OP THE BAHA'I HIGH ASSEMBLY TN TRF - - - - - . . - - - - . . - - - 
:US (PROTECT), WHOM W E  HAVE BEEN IN-CONTACT WITH BEFORE. 
CALLED NEA/IRN SEPTEMBER 13 TO SAT THAT DESPITE REUTERS 
STORY DENTING DESTRUCTION OF THE BIB'S SHRINE IN - SBIRAZ. TAE BAHA'IS BAD INCONTROVERTIBbR PnnnP n l  T l  

3. ACCORDING TO YITCHELL WRECKING CREWS HAVE BEEN AT 
WORK OVER TEE PAST S E V E R A ~  DAYS IN RAZING THE BUILDING 
AND ARE PROBABLY STILL DOING SO. YE KNOW THAT THE SHRINE 

4 IS NOT EASY TO LOCATE, BUT MOULD IT NOT BE POSSIBLE FOR 
ONE OF THE StIIHAZ CONSULATE NATIONALS TO TRY TO CHECK 
ON THE STATE 3F THE SHRINE? 

4 .  MITCHELL ALSO CLAIMED THAT THERE AAS BEEN A GOVERNMENT 
LNNOUNCEMENT RECENTLY GIVING THE NAMES OF THIRTY BAHA'IS 
WKOAREPROSCRIBED PROM LEAVINP IRAN AND IITE WEOM NO ONE 
IS ALLOWED TO HAVE ANY DEALINGS. ACCORDING TO MITCEELL. 
THE GOVERNMENT, OR PEOPLE CLOSE TO GOVERNING RELIGIOUS 
CIRCLES. ARE I N  TEE PROCESS OF FABRICATING EVIDENCE 
REGARDING SEXUAL MISCONDUCT, BUSINESS CHEATING CORRUPTION, 
AND INVOLVEMENT WITA THE PREVIOUS REGIME OP BA~A'IS SO 
TPAT THEY CAN T!EN BE TRIED BY REVOLUTIONARY COURTS ON 
TBESE GROUNDS RtTHER THAN FOR BEING BAEA'I. 

5 .  ANY INFORMATION TFAT EMBASSY CAN DEVELOP ON SITUATION 
or BAHA'IS WILL BE APPBECIATED. VANCE 
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C O N F I D E N T I A L  TFHRAN 10234 

b t  IUQMHR #0284 263 ** 
b T CCCCC Z Z H  C L A S S  : C O N F I D E N T I A L  

1 0 1 3 2 8 2  S E P  79 CHRGE: S T A T  9/28/79 

I AMEMBASSY TEHRAN P P P R V :  C H A R G E : L B L A I N G E  
S I C S T A T E  b A S H D C  I M Y E D I A T E  3881 I R F T D :  P 0 L : E A S  J 1 F T : G O  

C L I A R :  Y O h P  
8 0 N ? I D E N T I A L T E H R 4 N  10284 I I S P R :  P O L 2  CHG I C A  

ECON CONS CHRON 
R F  

t .O .  12065: G C S  9/29/85 ( S W I F T .  E L I Z A B E T B  A. ) OR-? 
AOSt SBUM S O P N  I R  
O B J E C T :  B ~ H A ' I S ' I N  I R A N  

i ~ l l t  S T A T E  246627 
d 

@ I  ( C  - E N T I R E  T E X T ) .  

11,. EMBASSY R E C O G N I Z E S  T H A T  MOUNTING P R E S S U R E  B Y  B A E A ' I S  ' 

W I U  US MAT WELL R E S U L T  I N  C O N G R E S S I O N A L  A C T I O N  I N  FORM 
01 Y F S O L U T I O N S  AND I N  DEMANDS T H A T  E M B A S S Y  OR S T A T E  
?ACE S O M E  A C T I O N  ON B E H A L F  O F  BAHA' I  COMMUNITY. 

J .  01 T H E  MAJOR R E L I G I O U S  M I N O R I T I E S  I N  I R A N ,  T H E  
B A H A ' I S ,  A S  DEPARTMENT KNOWS, A R E  T H E  ONLY G R O U P  NOT 
I I C O C N I Z E D  OR G I V E N  SOME FORM O F  O F F I C I A L  S A N C T I O N  B Y  
1 ' 0 0 1 .  B A H A ' I S  A S  Y A Z D I  HAS T O L D  CHARGE A R E  C O N S I D E H E C  
A P O L I T I C A L  G R O U P I N G .  M A J O R I T Y  S H I I T E  COMMUNITT I N  
I H A h  R E G A R D S  B A H A ' I S  A S  H E R I T I C S  WHO A R E  O P E N L Y  D E S P I S E D .  

I (3OYEWAERE BETWEEN A S N A K E  AND A COCKROACH I S  T H E  
USUAL D E S C R I P T I O N ) .  B A H A ' I S  F A V O R E D  P O S I T I O N  UNDER T H E  
f P A U  MEANS T H A T  MANY A R E  S U S P E C T  BY T H E  P G O I  AS WELL 
I O R  C O R R U P T I O N  OR OTHER A N T I - R E V O L U T f O N A R Y  A C T I V I T I E S .  

' 4 .  BAHA'I  COMMUNITY I N  I R A N  I S  P E R S E C U T E D  T O  E X T E N T  
T h A T  T H E I R  B U I L D I N 3 S  HAVE B E E N  S E I Z E D ,  T H E Y  ARE F E A R F U L  
0 1  M E E T I N G  O P E N L Y  AND S O M E  RAVE P R O B A B L Y  L O S T  J O B S  O R  
B U S I N E S S  O P P O R T U N I T I E S  B E C A U S E  O F  T H E I R  R E L I G I O N .  S O Y E  
N A V E  A L S O  B E E N  J A I L E D ,  P R O B A B L Y  MORE B E C A U S E  O F  T H E I R  
V A S T  C O N N E C T I O N S  T O  T H E  R E G I M E  T E A N  T H E I R  R E L I G I O N .  
r l  dAY6, HOWEVER,  HAD N3 R E P O R T S  O F  BAHA' I  BEIY:  K I L L E D  
I E C F N T L Y .  ALTHOUGH I F  T H E R E  WAS A MOB ATTACK I N  S H I R A Z ,  
1 l ' I C H  WE T E N D  T O  DOUBT , WE WOULD NOT D I S C O U N T  T H I S  
P O S S I B I L I T Y .  I ' I FMBERS O F  J R W I S H  COMMUNITY H E R E  D E F I N I T E L Y  F E E L  
 AT I N T E R N A T I O N A L  P R E S S U R E  ON P:OI B A S  H E L P E D  T O  P R O T E C T  

1 I l A N I A N  J E W I S H  COMMUNITY. UE WONDER. HOWEVER,  WHAT T A E  
l l r E C T  W I L L  3E CF S I N I I A R  P R E S S 7 R E  ON T H E  P A R T  O F  T Y E  , I A I I A ' I S .  

C .  YOULC h P P K E C I A T E  D E P A R T M E N T  C H E C S I N :  W I T H  L E A D E R S  OF I ::;:a COMMUNITY IN US T O  S E E  T H d T  T H E I R  A C T I O N S  A R E  B E I N G  
C OUT AT h R Q U E S T  O F  OR W I T H  C O N S E N T  OF L E A D E R S  O F  

hUNN 
C O N F I D E N T I A L  17 TEHRAN 18284 
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C E  RUQMHR t 0 2 8 E  263 ** 
ZNY CCCCC Z Z H  
0 2013452 S E P  79 
m r n a n s A s s r  T E H R A N  
T O  S E C S T A T E  WASHDC I M M E C I A T E  3884 
UP 

C L A S S  : C O N F I D E N T I A  
CERCE:  S T A T  9/20/7 
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$ 2 .  EMBOFF TALIED WITH NEW ZEALAND AMBASSADOR AUGUST 2e 
YRE B A H A ' I S .  AYBASSACOR HAD T A L K E C  W I T H  A MEMBER OF 
:BAHA'I LEADERSHIP C O U N C I L  GHADDEYI ( P E O N )  T W O  DAYS A&O . 
i C H A D D E M I  S A I C  B A B A ' I S  Y E R E  NOT C E R T A I N  WBO WAS R E S P O N S I S L E  
 FOR D E S T R U C T I O N  O F  BAB'S H O U S E .  L O C A L  MULLLAA !N/AilOUT 
Z S E P T  6 DEMANDED FROM B A H A r I S  I N  S H I R A Z  AND WAS v I V E N  
U K E Y S  S O  HE COULD PROTECT HOUSE. O N  SEPT a A C C O R D I N G  
:TO G H A D D E Y I ,  C R O U P  O F  ABOUT 100 Y E N ,  S O N E  ARMED, 

A T T A C Z E D  H O U S E  W I T H  HAMMERS 4ND S P E N T  A L L  DAY S I S T E V A T I -  
C A L L Y  C E M O L I S H I N G  I T .  

3. GHADDEMI  A L S O  T O L D  AMBASSADOR H E  D I D  NOT T H I N 1  
BAHA'IS IN  LARGE CITIES  YERE I N  L N Y  CANGEQ OF LIFE. 
SECURITY SITUATION I N  RURAL TOWNS FOR BAHA'IS ,VAS, 
HOWEVER, R I S L Y .  NO B A H A ' I S  HAVE B E E N  K I L L E C  R E C E N T L Y ;  
BAHA'I  P R O P E R T Y  AND C O Y P A N I B S  HAVE B E E N  C O N B I S C A T E E  
AND S O P E  B A H A ' I S  HAVE B E E N  J A I L E D  ON WiiAT 3 E A D D E M I  C A L L E D  
TRUMPED UP CHARGES.  ABOUT 100 B L H A ' I S  H A V E  BEEN EISYISSED 
FROM S O V E R N M E N T  S E R V I C E .  

4. OHADDEMI  A P P A R E N T L Y  A G R E E D  W I T E  AMBASSADOR T H A T  
NEW ZEALAND E M B A S S Y  I N T E R V E N T I O N  I N  TEHRAN M I 2 H T  NOT 
B E  H E L P F U L  BUT W4S O E F I N I T E L Y  I N T E R E S T E O  I N  S T I R R I N G  
U P  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  I N T E R E S T  I N  B A H A ' I S .  S H A D D E M I  S A I D  
B A H A ' I S  HAVE S E N T  MANY L E T T P R S  T O  P R I M E  M I N I S T P R  
BAZARGAN B U T  T H E Y  HAD BEEN I G N O R E D .  L A I N G E N  
B T  
U 0 2 8 6  
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October 3, 1979 

OFFICIAL-INFORMAL 
CONFIDENTIAL 

Ms. Ann Swift 
Political Officer 
American Embassy 
Tehran, Iran 

Dear Ann : 

Thanks -- as I leave for NYC meeting -- for 
your letter of September 23. You all have done good 
work on the Baha'i question and it has enabled us to 
satisfy our many callers from the Hill and within the 
American Baha'i community. It is strange that the 
press has paid virtually no attention and the Con- 
gressional interest has seemed perfunctory -- compared 
to past experiences. 

All of us here and others around the town are 
deeply appreciative for the fine work POL is producing. 
It has been a long time since Embassy Tehran had such 
a competent political section. (Stop preening and 
start sending us memcons.) 

Tell your Farsi colleagues on the front lines 
we stand behind them. 

Sihcerely, 

Henry Precht 

CONFIDENTIAL 
GDS 10/3/85 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Warhmnpton. D.C. 20520 

OFFICIAL-INFORMAL 
CONFIDENTIAL 

October 11, 1979 

Ms. Ann Swift 
Political Officer 
American Embassy 
Tehran 

Dear Ann: 

Henry has already answered your letter on the 
Baha'is, but I want to follow-up on it with a few 
lines. First of all let me echo Henry's praise 
for current reporting by the political section. 
I hope that you, too, will soon have a chance to 
do some traveling in Iran and that the section as 
a whole will take every opportunity that presents 
itself for taking the political pulse of the pro- 
vinces. 

1 On the Baha'is, I am sending along copies of 
some documents that we have received from the Baha'i 
National Assembly here. The paper put out in Switzer- 
land is in fact one prepared by Reverend Bob Pryor. 
He carried it to Switzerland in July after discussions 
with Victor and me about the subject. His role should, 
of course, be kept quiet. 

I note in the New Zealand Ambassador's cable that 
you sent us a copy of,that Ghadimi had fully accepted 
the suggestion of the New Zealand and British Ambassadors 
that a coordinated and well publicized campaign of pro- 
test'from Baha'i communities around the world could be 
useful. While I do not believe that we should get into 
the business of suggesting to Ghadimi what to do, we 
should continue to make sure that we are fully informed 
about the views and plans of the Baha'is in Iran. 
Therefore, we would urge you and Victor to keep in 
touch with Ghadimi. 

CONFIDENTIAL 
GDS 10/11/85 



CONFIDENTIAL 
I -2- 

As a f i n a l  p o i n t ,  l e t  me a l e r t  you t h a t  yesterday 
t h e  Head of t h e  Assyrian Church had a meeting with t h e  
Vice Pres ident .  We do n o t  have a r e p o r t  y e t  on what 
t r a n s p i r e d ,  bu t  it would no t  s u r p r i s e  me i f  you were 
asked t o  r e p o r t  on t h e  Assyrian s i t u a t i o n .  

With t h e  very b e s t  of regards  t o  a l l  of  you, 

S incere ly ,  

LJ- 
Carl  Clement 
Deputy Di rec tor  
Off ice  of I r a n i a n  A f f a i r s  

Enclosure. 

CONFIDENTIAL 
2 1  
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CONFIDHNTIAL 

MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATIOE 

1 PARTICIPANTS: Iraj Farnoush, Recruiter, Iran Electronics 
Industries 

Sandra L. Mendyk, Vice Consul, Shiraz 

DATE 6 PLACE: November 2, 1978, Shiraz 

SIIBJECT: Religious Intolerance in Iran 

~TSTRIBUTION: AMB/DCM INR/RNA/SOA for ORDA/SOA 
POL NEA/IRM 
POL/M INR/RNA 
ECON 
OR Amconsul SHIRAZ 3 
USIS Amconsul ISFAHAN 
CONS Amconsul TABRIZ 

Mr. Farnoush is one of several members of Shiraz's Jewish 
community who have recently inquired about immigration to 
the United States at the Consulate in Shiraz. After nine 
years of study in the United States, Mr. Farnoush returned 
to Iran to accept what he terms a very good job at Iran 
Electronics Industries. When asked why he wishes to leave 
Iran, he replied that as a member of a religious minority 
the future here looks grim. He asked if there weren't 
some provision of United States immigration law which 
permitted members of persecuted religious groups to obtain 
immigrant visas more easily than the average applicant. 

ile stated Shiraz's Jewish population of approximately 
10,000 is extremely nervous about recent manifestations of 
relqious intolerance in Iran by Moslem fundamentalists, 
a group he described as volatile and unpredictable. Es- 
pecially concerned are older Jews who still remember the 
holocaust of the World War I1 period. 

Mr. Farnoush noted that though religious discrimination 
1s less overt in Shiraz than in certain other cities in 
Iran, it still exists. For example, his sister, a nurse 
at Nemazi Hospital in Shiraz, has learned that a petition 
is being circulated by Moslem fundamentalists demanding 
Jewlsh and Bahai employees of the hospital be fired. 

CONFIDENTIAL 
2 3  



CONFIDENTIAL 

Ile said some Jews here are talking of emigration to Israel, 
while others are looking to the United States as a safe- 
haven. He stated a substantial group, however, hasn't this 
option because of binding ties in Iran. Those, for example, 
whose wealth is tied up in land have found no buyers for 
their properties. For them there appears no alternative 
but to ride out Iran's pfesent social and political crises 
and hope for the best. 

CONFIDENTIAI. 
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1 2 P 6 5 :  XSDS 1/8/95 (LAPI?BA<IS. GEOR3Z a OP. LPN ST DAO 
: PINT. IR 
PCT: STATUS OF YINORITT GROUPS 

TO BEST 3 F  Eu5ASSY'S <NOWLEC:E TYERE 9 W E  EEFY YO MORE 
' T  SPECIF!C P*TAC7S Oh BAHAIZ OP OTfiPR MIhOPITIYS 
LhR 'I0 THE LOOTINE AYE CESTBUCTIO? OF EARAI PROPERTIES 
TCCS PLAC? IN SZIRAZ OY CFC 13 (IEHRAM 1 2 3 4 2 1 .  hCR HAVE 

I Cw'NEr Bh'viS OR SIYILAB INSTITUTIONS 3EEN TAR33TS 01 
l F I C  ATlACY AS THEY HAr 3EEN IN BP:ICNIYG OF TROiIBLES 
YONTSS AGO. i F  HAVF HSART VC R6CENT STORIES OT 

1UCTI3N OF JEWISH SEOPS OR SOYES IN PROVINCIAL CITIES.  

VTVERTHEIESS, MINCRITIES EAVE NOT BEEN EXEMPTFt FROM 
.3  TFEIR KNOCLS AL3NG VITA OTHEii POXTIONS OF I'C.FULATION, 
)OR A VARIETY CF REASCNS THEY ARE SCAREI'. SCME ( JEVS)  - .  
HEARD DAR< TAKES OF ECW BAD TPIN3S JZRE BEFORE THE 

iVIS .  CTAERS IPAHAISI FEAB A KHO!'EINl VICTORY WILL 
PCGROYS AIMET AT PEOPLE L I l E  TSEMSELVFS. THE 

:IANS ARE (EEPIN: A LOW PROFILE SINCE EAVIN: RSCEIVED 
ETS THREATING IEATE TO PEOPLE WHO COOPERhTE WITH 

'S RESIYE. ATTENDANCE AT CHURCSES HAS PROPPED CONSI- 
611. ZOROASTRIANS AXE ALSO YORRIED. ALL f?INORITIIS 
TEE UNYWOCN I F  THE SAAS LEPARTS -- ANC BCST SEE H I S  

ITURE IjAkD-WRITTEN ON THE WALL. 

lCCORCING TO THE UMOPFICIAL ISRAELI MISSICN HERE. 
9-1P.PPP JEYS HAVE LEFT TPP COUNTRT. LEAVING A 
"ITY O F  '70.000 08 SO. SPOT CKECTS 07 YIV ISSUANCE 
'.SOLAT? IN EARLY NOVENBER FGUNC YIh'CRITY APPLICANTS 
\G AT 3U-40 PEBCZNT OF TOTAL. WITS JEVS MATINl UP 

MAJOfITY CF 'ISCSE MIKCRITY APPLICAtJTS. TEEST; PER- 
i:ES APPEAR TO BS SL'PS1DIN"JOMIWfiAT IN JANUARY. AND 
'SSUMPTIOh I S  THAT EOST OF T30SE WHO WERE SCARED 
r q  BY EVENTS IEAEIhG UP TO ASBWA TO GC EAVE ALSEACT 
!ST GOTTE4 TEEIR VI'nS. A NUMBSR OF JEYS WIT9 
~ S S E S  EPRE A R E  T R A V E ~ I N G  TO U.S. oa E L S X T ~ ~ ~ R E  TO 

CUT TEE FOSSIBILITIES ON TFE GROUNC PUT RETVPVINC 
3 5  TEEIS  PUSINESSES T3R TYE T I P E  EEIN3.  YlYY OTH59S 
UPSE EAVE NCdSEQE TC GC h#I NO MOVAELZ VEALTB TO 
ATE FLSFbFERE WITS. TfiZIR ONLY OPTIOh I S  TO TEEP 

;!?ADS DOo'N. 

'71: WEEN A R?FFES?NTATIVT CT FC2LD JFYRY FPCY FRkVCS 
TZ TFT AMEPSSADO? 3l' CUIC? FACT-FItiDIN3 T91P A FEY 

L6C. EF PIP?IASIZEL TBE CESIRE CF JE'iS TC STAY IK - . - - -  
EE??ESE\TATIVES Sf  ISRLEL? Y I ~ S I O N  SZa?, OK THF 

?P.!iC, ?Z:dC TC EYPEASIZE IN TiiEIS CONVEHSETIONS TSE 
"3 OP r h S 3 i 9  # S I X  E?2 LLfATIhS JEYS TC SXIGRATE. 
f. LOT OF J'XS GO FIRST TO I S M B E  A ' D  TZTN FIND I T  

:'[IT TC GET VISAS FCB TEZ U.S. CR GO ELSSYAERE. WE 
r I F  TRERE Y14RT NOT 3P Ah ILEY3NT OF POLICY IhVOLVED 

C O N F I C E N T I A L  TERRAN 0 3 7 9  
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C O N F I D E N T I A L  TEHRAN 027! 

IN TAF ISRAELI YISSIOY'S RFLATISE ILAEMISM ASO'JT THE 
SITUATION BEFX. THIS I S  ZSPECIALLY TRUE I F  OVE COIISIDERS 
TPAT YCST OF T 9 E  JEWS 'AHO VANACE T C ' L E A V E  ARE I'IICLE-CIASS 
PEOPLE WITH S < I L L S  AYD SOYE F I N ~ h ' C I A L  MEAYS. THE TY?ES OF 
I t N I C R A N T S  ISRAZL ZAS LChG 3EFN ETTEYPTIYC TO ATTRAIT. - 
E I D  F Y I  SULLIVAN 
6 T 
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W J t C T t  CONTINUING CONCERN FDR SAFETY OF IRANIAN JEWS 

(o) ENTIRE TEXT 

IWAT EbBASSY WAS REPORTING FREQUENTLY. WE GAVE THEM A 

VE pRONISED TO RAISE WITH THE ElrlBASSY TWO S T E P S  THAT I T  
OUT CONSIDER I N  ISSUANCE OF VISAS. F I R S T ,  WE AGREED 

tWAT UNLESS EM3ASSY OBJECTED 1 - 2 0  FORMS COULD BE SENT TO 
IWt CONSULATE DIRECTLY TO CONGEN GOELZ OR VIA NEA/IRN, 
QOWsULATE WOULD MAINTAIN THESE PAPERS ON F I L E  UNTIL APPLI -  
@ANTS CALLED. SECONDLY, WE S A I D  WE WOULD SUGGEST THAT 
LIUASSY CONSIDER NOTATIONS I T  MADE ON VISAS WHICH 11: EFFECT 
MECLUDE VISITORS FROM CHANGING THEIR STATUS (FOR EXAMPLE, 
J I Y l S H  STUDENTS WHO RECEIVE A 0 - 2  VISA WITH A NOTATION THAT 
l l A I U S  CANNOT BE CHANGED FIND I T  DIFFICULT TO CONTINUE THEIR  
IoUOICS HERE AND AT THE SAKE TIME F IND I T  IMPOSSIBLE TO 
a c r u r t r r  TO I R A N ) .  WE ARE REPORTING THIS CONVERSATION 

IN ADDITION, WE ARE WORKING WITH I N S  WITH A VIEW TO 
' 

VAINING FOR IRANIANS THE SAME KIND OF  LIBERALIZED 

CONFIDENTIAL 
- 
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T A G S :  SHUN,  I R  

S B J C T :  S T A T U S  O F  J E W I S H  COMMUNITY ( C )  E N T I R E  T E X T  

1. P R O M I N E N T  MEMBER O F  L O S  A N G E L E S  J E W I S H  COMMUNITY,  
O S l A S  G. GOREN,  H A S  C A L L E D  A S S I S T A N T  S E C R E T A R Y  D E R I A N  ABOUT 
FORMER'S  U N D E R S T A N D I N G  O F  R A P I D L Y  D E T E R I O R A T I N G  S T A T U S  O F  
T E H R A N  J E W I S H  COMMUNITY. L O S  A N G E L E S  COMMUNITY HAS R E P O R T  
BY T E L E P H O N E  FROM T E H R A N ,  F O L L O W I N G  E L G H A N I A N  E X E C U T I O N ,  
T H A T  MANY MEMBERS O F  T E H R A N  J E W I S H  COMMUNITY B E I N G  P I C K E D  
U P  AND E N T I R E  COMMUNITY IS I N  DANGER. A P P E A L  T O  A S S I S T A N T  
S E C R E T A R Y  WAS FOR I M M E D I A T E  USG A C T I O N .  

2. I N  L A T E R  C O N V E R S A T I O N I  GOREN T O L D  D E P O F F  HE COULD NOT 
D I S C L O S E  NAME O F  T H E  T E H R A N  J E W  WHO HAD R E P O R T E D  T H E  MANY 
A R R E S T S  S I N C E  E L G H A N I A N  E X E C U T I O N .  GOREN D I D  S A Y  HE 
WOULD HAVE F U R T H E R  T E L E P H O N E  C O N T A C T S  W I T H  T H E  T E H R A N  
SOURCE AND I T  WOULD B E  U S E F U L  I F  L A T T E R  COULD CONTACT 
SOMEONE I N  EMBASSY. D E P O F F  GAVE NAME O F  J O H N  S T E M P E L .  

3. P E N D I N G  ANY CONTACT BETWEEN S T E M P E L  AND UNNAMED T E H R A N  
SOURCE O F  T H E S E  R E P O R T S ,  A P P R E C I A T E  I M M E D I A T E  R E P O R T  ON 
J E W I S H  COMMUNITY D E V E L O P M E N T S  F O L L O W I N G  E L G H A N I A N  EXECU-  
T I O N .  F O L L O W I N G  I S  L I S T  O F  J E W S  S A I D  T O  B E  I N  D E T E N T I O J :  

\. -- K H A L I L  NAHAI  - B U S I N E S S M A N  

-- MORAD D A N I E L - P O U R  - NEPHEW O F  L O T F A L L A H  HAY, E X - M A J L I S  
MEMBER 

-- MR. COHEN - C O N S T R U C T I O N  B U S I N E S S  I N  P A R T N E R S H I P  W I T H  
WOLLEL BONEH, I S R A E L I  F I R M  

-- Y U S S U F  COHEN 

-- KHANBABA S H I R A Z  I 

-- P A R V I Z  HAY - B E L I E V E D  T O  B E  P E R S O N  I N  G R E A T E S T  DANGER 

-- ALBERT D A N I E L P O U R  

-- RON H A B I B  ( S P E L L I N G )  

-- MR. KUKENOUR ( S P E L L I N G )  

-- MR. A R G A I E  ( S P E L L I N G )  

4. HAVE A D D I T I O N A L  P E R S O N S  B E E N  A R R E S T E D  S I N C E  E L G H A N I A N  
E X E C U T I O N ?  ARE T H E R E  S I G N I F I C A N T  NEW D E V E L O P M E N T S  I N V O L V -  
I N G  OTHER R E L I G I O U S  M I N O R I T I E S ?  WHAT IS R E A C T I O N  O F  P G O I  
T O  F O R E I G N  OUTCRY OVEi? E L G H A N I A N  E X E C U T I O N ?  

5. WE HAVE R E C E I V E D  FROM W H I T E  HOUSE,  C O N G R E S S ,  AND T H E  
P U B L I C  S T A T E M E N T S  O F  I N T E N S E  CONCERN ABOUT S T A T U 5  O F  
I R A N I A N  J E W I S H  COMMUNITY. P L h A 5 E  $LUG R E P L Y  FOR W H I T E  
HOUSE AND D. VANCE 
BT 
X9243 2 8 
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SH1IM. IR 

8UIJrCTf IRANIAN JEWS 

I ,  f C - ENTIRE TEXT) 
UC YOULD APPRFCIATE ?MEASST'S EFST INFORMATION OR 

b(lCI ON FOLLOWING QUFSTIONS lHICB RAVE BEEN RAISED BT A 
* I f  KCMBER OF CONGRFSS. 

ARr THERE AN? GENERAL OR SPECIFIC RESTRICTIONS WEICH 
ULF PREVENT QELATIVES OF BABIB ELGRANIAN FROM LEAVING 
RAN? SPECIFICALLY JE HAVE EEEN ASYE9 ABOUT HIS SON. P (RIDO~N,-AND DAuGETER IN LAY ELIANI, AND NEPHEW 

IARIWARZ.  1E YOULD ALSO APPRECIATE EMBASSY'S 
OMMENDATIONS WEETHER A LETTER FROM MEMBER OF CONGFESS 
ING THAT THEY BE PERMITTED TO LEAVE IRAN WOULD BE 

li!TllL ONE SUGGESTION IS TuAT LETTER BE ADDRPSSZD TO 
1#0((11i1 AND CONTAIN GENERAL PLFA ON BEHALF OF IRAWIAN 
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P l Y :  I BE ,EbEJNO 1ETAI:'LD BUT COULD rJOi COYPJRM I?. A 
HL- I  B R  O P ~ T H E S S  IL~I ' JDINS A YR.  nr.Lanm MERE YAIITED,  
BCT oPPARENlb t  BAD P' V35D k F P C S T  SO ZIP. THEY HAY NAVY 
t V t h  DOTTZN OUT OF I Y A N .  Hf SAID THA? THERL HAD BEZN NO 
PkCSNT APBYSTS THAT 'R WAS AWARE OP. DAVID SHOOFAT S A I D  
TPA: PARVI t  BAI I S  YOUNG (ABOUT 2 5 )  AID TO TUE.Bl fT  O r  HIS 
XN3VLBbCE TBE ONLY MiYBER OP HI: FAMILT STILL I N  IRAN. 
R E  SAID TRAr YOUNG l i d 1  I S  SLIGYTLT Y T A R O E D  hkD PROBABLY 
zh:  LITTLE ~ N D Z R S T A N D I N O  OF d l i h r  H L  15 OriA.iCFl) UI'I'H. 
AI I !2  FROM IlE AND DANIPLPOUR, Ti? O T f E ?  J W S  EITgZB U"IPER 
A1 S T  OR BSIYG SOUGI'C ABE Cti4;i;ED JIT'! LicrNJnIC CltIt474 
fil ? E9 TITAN EEINJ ISrmAGLI ACGYTS, AS IN TBL CASE O? THC: 
PO. * r R  4YO rEU. BOTX SHOOFBP3 S A I D  TdAT I T  I S  D I P Z I C J L T  
T b  hOU 1fiS SITUATIOb OUTSIYE TERRIF.. 

E .  RABBI SHOOEAT'S SSTIYITI:  OF TIiE N'JYYEH O? J C U S  d.IC 
AbYI. DSPAUrED IRAN I S  CONSIDYRABLY LOeEB TBAN OUR PSTlMbTY 
03 ;o.oaa TO zs,eaa. i3E r t r w o n r  IT w x o h ~  Y E  no H I ~ H E P  . 
T P r h  10,0@8. ALTBOUSII AGAIN. R E  SAID, I T  I S  DIFFICULT T3 
C h J i  BOY HAMI M I c t l r  HkVT LEFT YROH JEWISH COBnUNJTIPS IN 
PPOIINCIAL C I T I E S .  

9.  I N  SpU. ZHS SHOOFAIS* PRIMARY MESSAGE VAS THAT T9EPF 
i h -  SOUE YAYS 483 U.5. C A N  ISLP Z N A Y I A N  J E W S  PUT THAT A 
P L - L I C I T I  CAUPSISN, UifET9PB IN TNE PaESS OR I N  TRE U.S. 
CChLqESS, WAS NOT TbB YAY TO DO IT .  YAAS 
2;  ' 
1 5 . . 1  
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1. (C  - E N T I R E  T E X T . )  

2. SUMMARY:  THE FOLLOWING I N ~ O R M A T I O N  WAS DERIVED r R o M  
C O N V E R S A T I O N S  BETWEEN E M B O F F S  S K U D  AND R I C H A R D S O N  AND A 

?NUMBER O F  J E Y I S H  (AND I N  O N E  I N S T A N C E  AN A R M E N I A N )  B U S I N E S S -  
I n E N .  T H E S E  C O N V E R S A T I O N S  R E F L E C T  T H E  C O N T I N U I N G  CONCERN O F  
$ I R A N I A N  J E W S  AND A L S O  P R O V I D E  I N S I G H T S  T O  C E R T A I N  X C O N O f l I C  
"PBNOMENA I N  TODAT'S  I R A N .  E N D  SUMMARY. 
P 
i3. O N E  J E W I S H  C A R P E T  MERCHANT S K U D  T A L K E D  T O  J U N E  29 COM- 

P L A I N E D  ABOUT l'HE S I T U A T I O N  A S  I T  A F F E C T S  E I S  COMMUNITY AND 
:MADE A FEW R U D E  REMARKS ABOUT K H O M E I N I .  H E  WANTED T O  KNOW 
~ Y H E N  TEE EMBASSY'S VISA SECTION WOULD REOPEN. #EEN HE WAS 
~ T O L C  THAT I T  WOULD BE AWHILE YET,  HE ASKED I F  H E  C O U L D  
:APPLY FOR A V I S A  I N  EUROPE A N D  WHAT HIS  CHANCES WOULD BE 
" O  G E T T I N G  O N E  I F  H E  D I D .  

4. ANOTHER J E W I S E  C A R P E T  MERCHANT T O L D  S K U D  T O  HURRY BACK 
NEXT WEEC I F  H E  WAS S E R I O U S  ABOUT B U Y I N G  S O M E T E I N G  B E C A U S E  
H E  WOULC B E  L E A V I N G  F O R  C A L I F O R N I A  W I T H I N  TWO WEEKS.  BE 
A L S O  S A I D  T H A T ,  W H I L L  P R I C E S  F O R  T R I B A L  C A R P Z T S  Y E R E  
D E C L I N I N G ,  T H E  P R I C E S  F O R  T H E  F I N E R  S I L X  C A R P E T S  HAD 
I N C R E A S E D  S H A R P L Y .  T H E  A P P A R E N T  R E A S O N  F O R  T H I S  WAS T H A T  
TEX C A R P E T S  COULD S E  U S E D  A S  A MZANS O F  E X P A T R I A T I N G  
C A P I T A L  I N  C O N T R A V E N T I O N  O F  R E S T R I C T I V E  F O R E I G N  E X C H A N G E  
C O N T R O L S .  

5. S K U D  A L S O  T A L K E D  T O  A J E W I S H  MONEY CHANGER.  T H E  B U Y I N G  
RATE FOR DOLLARS THAT D a y  HAD REACHED A NEW H I G H  OF 120 
R I A L S .  T H E  MONEY C H A N S E R  S A I D  T E A T  H E  B A D  A DAUGHTER I N  
I S R A E L  ANT TWO SCHOOL-LGED S O N S  I N  ALAYENDA.  C A L I F O B N I h .  
H E  BAD J U S T  R E T U R N E D  P R O M  A N  E A R L Y  M O R N I N J  V I S I T  T O , , T H E  
T E L E P H O N E  O F F I C E  T O  C A L L  H I S  DA'JGHTER. H E  S A I D  I T  L A S  NO 
LONGER P O S S I S L E  T O  C A L L  I S R A E L  FROM P R I V A T E  P H O N E S .  B E  
HAD E N C O U N T E R E D  NO D I F F I C U L T I E S  A T  T H E  T E L E P H O N E  O F F I C E .  
B U T  HAD B E E N  R E V J E S T E D  T O  S P E A I  I N  P A R S I - N O T  E N G L I S H  O R  
AEBBEW ( P R E S U M L B L Y  T O  HAKE T H P  WOBg O F  I S L A Y I C  E A V E S -  
DROPPERS E A S I E R ) .  

6. T H E  MONEY C H A N 3 P R  P R O U D L Y  D I S P L A Y E D  A C O P Y  O F  AN 
ALAKEDA PAPER F E A T U R I N G  A F R O N T  P A G E  S T O R Y  ABOUT H I S  TWO 
soas, ACES 13 ~ N D  17 WHO WERE 'SEEKING REFUGE F r t o n  A 
TROD E D  I R A N .  A S  SOON A S  H E  CAN S E T T L E  H I S  A F F A I R S  I N  
I u & m  T o m  s m D .  HE. ms W I P E  AND R E M A I N I N G  D A u G A T E R  
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SETTLE. 
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Z U 7 .  DURING THE c c u R s e  OF SYUD'S CONVERSATION WITH THE 
MONEY CHANGER, AN ARMENIAN ACQUAINTANCE CONNECTED WITH 
THE BANK OF IRAN AND THE MIDDLE EAST DROPPED IN TO SAY 
EELLO. DISCUSSION TURNED TO THE SKYROCKETING VALUE OF 
THE DOLLAR. THE ARMENIAN'S  WIFE (RESIDENT I N  THE u.s.) 
BAD ASKED kiIM TO WITHDRAW HER RIAL DEPOSITS,  BUT EXCHANZE 
RESTRICTIONS ANC THE HIGH FREE MARKET RATE HAD SO FAR PRE- 
VENTED RIM FROM CONVERTING HER BIALS TO DOLLARS. 

8 .  BE SAID TEE BANKS HAD BEEN DELUGED BY PEOPLE SEEKING 
TO BUY FOREIGN CURRENCY. REGULATIONS LIMITED SLLES FOR 
NON-COflMERCIAL PURPOSES TO $ 3 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 ,  AND ONLY PERSONS 
HOLCING VALIC PASSPORTS, EXIT STAMPS AND AIRLINE TICKETS 
WERE ELIGIBLG TO BUY. NOT ALL PURCHASERS WERE BONA FIDE 
TRAVEIERS, EOWIVER. THE DIFFERENCE I N  THE OFFICIAL SELLING 

PRATE ( 7 0 . 6 1  BIALS) AND THE FREE MARYET BUYINS RATE (120 
;RIALS) ENCOURAGED BRIBES TO BANI EUPLOTEES TO NEGLECT TO 
LSTANP PASSPORTS OF EXCHANGE PURCHASERS, THUS ENABLING T H M  
'TO WORK TEE SCAM AGAIN. TBE BANK OFPICIAL SAID THAT THE 
BPOSSIBILITT  OF CLOSING THE FREE MARKET DOWN HAD BEEN DIS- 
5 ~ U S S E D  (RUMORS TO THIS EFFECT SUBSEOUENTLT DROVE TEE PRICE 
:OF FOREIGN EXCHANGE ON THB FREE M A R ~ E T  DOWN SOPIEVEAT), BUT 
SICCED THAT NO ACTION HAD YET BEEN TAKEN. THE MO!EY CHANGER 
ZOPINED TEAT THE PGOI WAS ALLOWING TEE RACKET TO -0 ON TO 
&KEEP PEOPLE OFF THE STREETS. 
b - 
3. THE BANK OFFICIAL BRIZFLY DISCUSSED THE RECENT BANK 
ZNATIONALIZATION. BE SAID THERE SHOULD NO LONGER BE ANY 

REAL COMPETITION AND THE ATTITUDE TOWARD CUSTOMERS WOULD 
CONSEQUENTLY CHANGE. I N  THE PAST, BE SAID, BANK EMPLOYEES 
BAD BEEN POLITE TO TEE PUBLIC AND THE BANKS OFFERED 

?. - COMPETITIVE TERMS TO ATTRACT BUSINESS. HE DID NOT EXPECT 
THIS TO CONTINUE TO BE TEE CASE. 
1 0 .  A JEWISH ACQUAINTANCE OF RICHARDSON'S. A MEMBER OF THE 
XOARD OF GOVERNORS OF THE CARPET EXPORTERS ASSOCIATION - (PROTECT), RECENTLY TOLD KIM THAT UEMBERSEIP CURRENTLY 
CONSISTED OF FIVE JEWS,  O N E  ARMENIAN AND 19 n u s L I n s .  THESE 
PEOPLE HAD BEEN ELECTED BY TBE MEMBERSHIP AT THE LAST 

GENERAL ELECTION (WHICH I S  HELD ONCS EVERY THXEE YEARS). 
NOT LONG AGO. HOJEVEH. A PFTITION YAS SUBNITTEP TO :HE 
CEANBER OF COMMERCE COVPLAINING THAT WHEREAS ONE J E d  I S  
SUFFICIENT FOR PARLIhMENT THERT ARE F I V E  ON TEE EXPORTERS 
BOARD. AS A RESCLT. NEW LLECTIONS ARE TO BE CALLED, A N D  
RICPARDSON'S CONTACT EXPECTS J E J I S H  REPRESENTATION TO FALL 
TO A SINGLE MEMBER. LAINGEN 
BT 
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5 0.0. 1 2 0 6 5 :  GDS, 9/18/79 (CLEHENT, CARL) 

TAGS: 

SUBJECT: NIV APPLICATIeNS IN'*?OST-CLISIS" IRAN 
z : REF: TEERAN 9M3, STATE 35557 

1. (C - ENTIRE T U T )  

; 2 .  DEPARTMENT APPRECIATES EMBASSY'S CANDII VIEWS ON 
"SITUATION IN IRAN. DEPARTHENT CANNOT AGREE, EOWEIER, 

UITH EMBASSY SUGGESTION THAT POLICY ENUNCIATED IN STATE 
ot, 35557 BE RBSCINDPD IMMEDIATPLY. TEAT POLICY WAS CARE- 

FULLY FORMULATPD AND BASED ON PRECEDENTS SET BY POLICIES 
APPLIED IN REGARD TO APPLICANTS rnon OTHBR TROUBLED AREAS, 
SUCH AS LEBANON. AS THE EMBASSY I S  AWAm. THE POLICY 

N BAS BEEN REVIEWED AND REAO1IRMED SEVERAL TIMES. WE PLAN 
TO REVIEW TEE POLICY AGAIN IN OCTOBER AND WILL TAKE 

r EMBASSY'S VIEWS INTO ACCOUNT. 

5. I T  SHOULD BE KEPT I N  HIND THAT THE UNDPRLYING IIASIS 
FOR THE POLICY HAS RELEVANCE NOT ONLY TO BONA'1IDES OP 
VISA APPLICANTS BUT ALSO TO THB STATUS 0 1  IRANIANS 
ALREADY IN THE ~ N I T E D  STATES. AT TTB DDPARTMENT~S 
RPQUEST, CURRENT INS INSTRUCTIONS CALL FOR BLANKET 
EXTENSIONS 0 1  IRANIAN STAYS IN TEE U.S. UNTIL JUNE 1, 
1988. TEE NEXT POLICY EXVIEW WILL CONSIDER WHAT PARALLEL 
ADJUSTMENTS SEBULD BE MADE IN STATE AND INS POLICIES. 
IN TUB CASE 0 1  MINORITY OROUP MEMBERS, THE DEPARTMPNT'S 
POSITION I S  THAT A DEIINITIVE TRACK RECORD CONCPRNING 
THEIR TREATMENT HAS NOT BEPN BSTABLISHPD YET. 

4. DEPARTMENT REMAINS CONVINCED TEAT CONDITIONS IN IRAN 
ARE 0 1  SWCE A NATURE AS TO JUSTIFY T I E  CONTINUATION OF 
THE CURRENT NIV POLICY 1 0 ~  THE t I n P  BEING. THIS IS 
CERTAINLY TEE PERCIIPTION 0 1  TEE PUBLIC IN THE U.S., 

ON MEDIA REPORTS OF CAPRICIOUS JUSTICE AND 
Y EXECUTIONS. WHILE WHAT PASSES POR PUBLIC ORDER 

AND SECURITY AND A SYSTW 01 JUSTICE IN THE IRAN OF 
TODAY HAY HAVE COMP TO SEPH AS NORMAL n 0 M  EMBASSY'S 
VANTAGB POINT. WE wautr a o r p  TEAT THIS IS NIT THX CASE 
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1. SUMMARY: C O N S U L A R  O F F I C E R  W A S  A P P R O A C H E D  S E P  I0  
B Y  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  O F  J E W I S H  I R A N I A N  C O M N U N I T Y  I N  M I L A N  
WHO A S K E D  I F  S P E C I A L  I N S T R U C T I O N S  H A V E  B E E N  G I V E N  T O  
F O R E I G N  S E R V I C E  P O S T S  R E G A R D I N G  H A N D L I N G  O F  I R A N I A N  
N I V  A P P L I C A T I O N S  O F  J E W I S H  AND O T H E R  M I N O R I T I E S .  
E N D  SUIIMARY. 

2. O N  S E P  10, M A N O U T C H E H R  K A S H A N I A N ,  L E A D E R  O F  
M I L A N ' S  L A R G E  I R A N I A N  J E W I S H  C O L O N Y ,  V I S I T E D  C O N S U L A T E  
G E N E R A L  T O  I N Q U I R E  I F  WE HAD R E C E I V E D  S P E C I A L  
I N S T R U C T I O N S  F R O M  D E P T  R E G A R D I N G  N I V  A P P L I C A -  

T I O N S  F O R  I R A N I A N  M I N O R I T I E S ,  E S P E C I A L L Y  F O R  
S T U D E N T S .  R E F E R R I N G  T O  T H E  W O R S E N I N G  P O L I T I C A L  
S I T U A T I O N  I N  I R A N ,  K A S H A N I A N  S A I D  H E  H A D  J U S T  S P O K E N  T O  T H E  
H E A D  R A B B I  I N  T E H R A N ,  Y E D I D I A ,  W H O  T O L D  H I M  T H A T  
I R A N I A N  M I N O R I T Y  A P P L I C A N T S  S E E K I N G  E N T R A N C E  T O  

T H E  U S  W O U L D  B E  G I V E N  " S P E C I A L  T R E A T M E N T "  U N T I L  
J U N E  1980, W H E N  T H E Y  A P P L Y  A T  U S  E M B A S S I E S  A N D  
C O N S U A T E S  F O R  V I S A S .  



(. K A S H A N I A N  A D D E D  T H A T  HE A L S O  D I S C U S S E D  W I T H  
a O I D I A ,  O N  S E P  l a ,  HOW T O  P R O C E S S  A L A R G E  G R O U P  
)I A P P R O X .  1,@00 I R A N I A N S  WHO W I L L  
O O N  B E  L E A V I N G  T H A T  C O U N T R Y  T O  A P P L Y  T O  L O N G - T E R N  
D U D I E S  I N  T H E  US. HE S A I D  T H A T  I R A N I A N  R A B B I  
MD D E C I D E D  T O  S E N D  H A L F  O F  T H E  G R O U P  T O  L O N D O N  F O R  
R I O C E S S I N G  A N D  T H E  O T H E R  H A L F  T O  R O M E  S I N C E  T H E R E  
VlRE NOT " A D E Q U A T E  F A C I L I T I E S  I N  I T A L Y  T O  H A N D L E  
?HF W H O L E  GROUP". 

r. C O N S U L A T E  H A S  T U R N E D  DOWN A N U M B E R  O F  I R A N I A N  
m l V  A P P L I C A N T S  U N D E R  S E C T I O N  214 (0) O F  T H E  A C T  I N  
I 1  C E N T  D A Y S .  W H I L E  MANY O F  T H E  R E F U S E D  A P P L I C A N T S  
1 6 ~ 1 )  P R O P E R  D O C U M E N T A T I O N  F O R  A D N I T T A N C E  T O  U S  
t l C l ( O L L S ,  AND A D E Q U A T E  F I N A N C I A L  R E S O U R C E S  T O  C O V E R  
C t l ! : T S  O F  S T U D I E S ,  T H E Y  C L E A R L Y  HAD NO I N T E N T I O N  O F  
r l T U R N I N G  T O  I R A N  U N T I L  C O N D I T I O N S  S T A B I L I Z E D  I N  
!%IT C O U N T R Y .  - 

1 9 .  A C T I O N  R E Q U E S T E D :  C O N S U L A T E  N E E D S  D E P T ' S  
~ I I D A N C ~  I M M E D I ~ T E L Y  ON HOW T O  R E S P O N D  T O  
n n , : h A N I A N * S  I N Q U I R Y  A P O U T  S P Z C I A L  I N S T R U C T I O N S  ON 
I N A N I A N  M I N O R I T I E S  WHO A P P L Y  AT T H I S  P O S T  F O R  

I ~ ( J E N T  OR T O U R I S T  V I S A S  T O  T H E  U S  AND WHO A R E  
I @ I T  A B L E  T O  D E N O N S I R A T E  T H E I R  I N T E N T I O N  T O  R E T U R N  
1 1 0  I R A M  IN  T H E .  NEAR FUTURE. 

HARWOOD 





- - - - - . . - . 
ACSTATP d -  : t D C  2 I O v I T I  1 4 '  - DiiPZD: CON, 

C L E A B :  NO 
h P 1 3 7 n I' I . L l?!lI!14 I: ' 5587 DISl 'Rx  C O  

. l2i36L: :;P? 5 / 1  - /  45 ( i i IC! lAT.DSON,  C.V.\, o h - C  
: :":;Urn. C U ' I 3 .  I.' 

C L A S S : l  C O I : P I ~ L T I A L  :\ 
CBRGE: S T A T E  
L P P R V  t C l T 9 2 > C ~ N & A S  ' " 

c , , c . p  
'" g 
Irs CB3 

: YISA:: I.,,D ~ X Y ~ I A Y  M I N O R I T I T S  

: .1. T u ~ r k l i b  4644. 8 .  T L f l R X N  1241, C .  STATE 35557 

, ., - \ *  E G P I P .  T E X I ' ;  * C T I J I  ..?.U'.'STPE) 

&V- 
.$  ? I P O ~ T Z J  ~k ~ . Y T L L  1, I P : - %  T H H L F I  T . U R A M  H A S  lnuc . - -  -...- --,.- 

r C O N 5 C I 5 i i f :  O P  I"' : ~ S I T L J C ' I " I ! I ~ I  f.lP +lIKOJiITIES I N  I R A N  
1- 

.':.IS ~ d ~ * ; ) r i . S S  : !\3 TiPEtl f;?i 'LiCTFI) ; f l  O C R  KIV I S S U -  
i i  ON SUIIX D?,TS 3BEn HALF 6 '  ShOSP Y S C L I Y I Y G  V I S A S  

C I A L  CON- 

" i l Z  FOSL' "LLLY I I T Y J D S  TO PURSLIZ T?IS P O L I C Y  UI'l'li 
,9D T O  f l 1 b  ) = I  TT 4 Z P L I C R R I ;  AFTPR R X S U f l I l r C  F U L L  N I V  
b'. I O h S  I N  J U L Y .  !1C)b'L'J? 2 ,  I T C S N N O ' I '  APFE;hR T H A T  T3E 
.-ST I S  :'ZVOfiING 1Illi)RIIY OY-M OT'TPd APPLICAUTS d1TY- 
'alb.:1?2 NYCAl!V4: Y C L L I C  B - I I C T I C N .  I N  T:!E COWl"l'XT 

I.:*: LAR, I ( IC- .YP-J?  DiMhbC ?OR V I Y I S  W I T B I N  ALL TLE- 
5 0 1  IR;NI*\. S O ? I t T Y .  4 P3TULBB P E a C E P T I O N  Oh' FAVORED 

l ' ! p ' ~ \Y  3 3  O h <  S I , Z E S T  OF TH7 P O P U L A T I O N  COULD O P E X A T F  
I J A C  FLXOUP'S bSlt l3US D?TaIY-VT.  

.. ., ' 
I .c. 3.1:: - . C ' ; S  A TPwS~Y:OU* '!AS i I h  C S P I % C " ~ I ' I ) ~  ' Id? .  .: 

, -~LLir ' ; 'k:> :K1'1 3 r . V  .:43, OF JHfC,: T i i % f  Oi '  t l I N O R I I ; Y  t J ) O ? L C P  
F L Y  . I Uh:-!3N. 'L'i:'!;' i r k  I ? 'POPaCANT P O R T I O N .  NUMI'SI- ?' 




