



























































PASTORAL LETTER OF BISHOP SOTER ORTYNSKY
CONCERNING THE BULLA “EA SEMPER”

[Text found in Historical Mirror: Greek Rite Catholics 1884-1963, by Fr. John Slivka, pp. 68-
75, available at: http://www.archive.org/details/HistoricalMirrorGreekRiteCatholics1884-1963]

January 2, 1908

Concerning the "EA SEMPER" Bulla | was silent. Some of my enemies were questioning me
about the Bulla. I also noticed that some of our Rusin people were angry on account of my
silence, called me a traitor. The Bishop spoke about the little faith and what does it mean to leave
the Church. In Europe the agitators were not successful in their work, they came to the United
States, where they found followers and the newspapers became their helpers in which
newspapers | was named a traitor. I am a RUSIN from the Carpathian mountains (Galicia), who
loves his own people and stands by his people. Why are you causing trouble for the bishop, why
do you not let us alone, we can take care of ourselves. We are not in need of your advice. You
are not interested in the Bulla, your only goal is to take over our Rusin people into your flock.

The enemies of ours, should worry about themselves and not us. | am aware that not only our
enemies are causing trouble for the Greek Rite Catholic Church, but also some of our own
Rusins, who are writing articles in the newspapers. What is the cause of all this? Some people
are saying, that the Bulla is causing all the trouble. It is not the Bulla that causes the trouble, let
me explain the whole matter to you.

One of the Fathers wrote me a letter, in which he says: "The Irish bishops are happy with the
Bulla, because some of our Rusins will become schismatics, others will join the Latin rite
Church, and some will be lost and finally the Greek rite Catholics will disappear, and peace will
return".

The Greek rite Catholic Rusin people are not standing on the Bulla, but, on the Rock of Peter,
therefore the Bulla is not frightening us. The Bulla is not a dogma of Faith, an order, which the
Rusin people are opposing. Instead of thinking how are we to lay aside this Bulla, or if that is
impossible, how can we evade it. Shouting will not give us advice, do not bring shame upon
ourselves with our shouting. Do not shout, but work hard as the first Christians, who in silence
lived through their hardship and organized themselves.

Are our Rusin people afraid of the Bulla? Then what is troubling you loud voiced people? Do
you not know that Cardinal Ledechowski gave out an order in 1892 that married priests cannot
be missionaries in the United States of America.

Where, were then the clergy and the people? This Bulla is only a repetition of the previous order
of 1892.
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It is known that the Latin rite bishops complained to Rome that the Greek Rite Catholic clergy
are administering the Sacrament of Confirmation to children, which they should not do. The
whole world knows that the Holy Apostolic See forbade the Italo-Greek priests to Confirm.
Therefore this order likewise is only recopied. Where were the Eastern rite bishops and people
then? Why didn’t they protest?

The Irish bishops expect all the Catholics in the United States of America have the same laws,
petitioning Rome not to give special privileges to other rites, which the Latin rite do not have.
The Latin rite clergy were always taking our Greek rite Catholic people into their flock making
them Latin rite people. WHY? To show the world that they are in majority and their laws and
order are stronger. This was done when Cardinal Ledechowski repeated the Bulla for the Rusins
in Brazil.

We cannot be surprised of all this, how many of our Rusin people joined the Latin rite,
furthermore do our children care for the Rusin language? They are forgetting about their Church
rite, becoming Latinized. People who love their own, will never join others and give up their
own.

The people are aware, that a Greek rite Catholic bishop is coming to the United States of
America. There is no Cathedral church for the bishop, no residence. Why didn’t you plan for all
this, then the bishop at his arrival could of opened an Eparchy, to become equal with the other
Catholic bishops in the United States of America.

Why didn’t the people notify Rome, that you will sign over your churches property in trust of
your bishop, signed by the trustees and clergy. Of our churches we could have organized an
Eparchy by adding the churches which were placed in trust of the Latin rite bishops.

Who are we to blame? The bishop who was not in the United States of America, or Rome, which
is unwillingly giving you a bishop, or those who shout and did not do anything positive? These
are the facts, which will remain facts .

| asked a Uhro-Rusin, Do you read the newspaper? He replied | do. What is your opinion, do you
think that there was a need for a Greek rite Catholic bishop in the United States of America? Or
was it too early to have one? Do you not think, that here, it would been necessary to send out a
devil with a broom, to sweep out the dirt, and then come an angel of the Lord to enlighten and
teach the people ?

No doubt there are respectable Rusins, who are humble and pious people, wishing to have
people, because they love God, their Church and are happy with their bishop, as are good
children with their father.

There are some people who consider everybody a swindler, an imposture and are shouting, we
are in a struggle for the people and their rights, church and Rite.

If all our bishops and clergy here and in Europe would say that these shouting people are honest,
conscientious, who want good for the Greek Rite Catholic Church, I would bow to them and do



everything that is possible. But, if the judgment would fall upon then, let them know that they are
condemned. Let them know that they are the enemies of the Rusin Greek Rite Catholic Church
and people. If this is not the truth, then | will bring facts which will prove my statements.

All good minded people, please take in consideration the movements of the trouble makers. (I
know their names.)

When I arrived in the United States a stranger, | met the clergy who greeted me and told me
about the whole program in New York, N.Y. The only thing I can add to this is thank you for
your kindness. Naturally I followed the clergy where ever they led me. We arrived at the St.
George Greek Rite Catholic Church in New York City. After the Moleben devotion | spoke to
the people who were present. After that | was led to a Hotel, where | could of stayed as long as |
wanted, as | was told. Tomorrow we will come for you, to have a Pontifical Divine Liturgy. The
church was packed with clergy and people. When we returned to the Hotel, where one of the
priests presented to me $1,200.00, saying: Bishop now you can stay here as long as you wish,
and pay only $25.00 for the room, that is the agreement we made with the manager, and all went
their way. Yes, one priest remained, who was willing to take me to Philadelphia, Pa, and to the
Apostolic Delegate in Washington, D.C.

In Philadelphia, Pa. , there was nothing prepared for me in the apartment, so I left my belongings
with the Cantor. Left for Washington, D.C, then to South Fork, Pa, to bless the church, which
blessing had been arranged in Europe. After | fulfilled my obligation, the local priest was aware
that I have no place to go to he offered his rectory for my stay, which I accepted.

May | ask you people, where could | have gone? Only there where | was led. There was someone
among us, who wrote an article in the newspaper "MAGYARORSZAG" as follows "Bishop
Soter Ortynsky arrived in the United States of America August 27, 1907, went to the St. George
Church in New York City, whereas there was another church, but celebrated the Divine Liturgy
only in the Galician church.” The rude writer if he would of looked at the program, he should of
known, that | was led by the UHRO-RUSIN clergy to the St. George Church in New York City.
The writer did not tell the truth, that in New York city are two churches, there is only one church,
the other church is in Brooklyn, N.Y. What was the aim of the writer with his article? To let the
Hungarian Government know, that the Uhro-Rusins are not considered at all by the bishop in the
United States of America. Secondly to throw a block in front of the bishop, not to go straight
forward.

Was this deed an honest one for the Greek Rite Catholics and was this person sincere, when he
wrote that article?

The same writer also wrote: “Bishop Ortynsky settled in Philadelphia, Pa., in a Galician
Schismatic Church, whereas there was an Uhro-Rusin Church there.”

Neither is this true; there is no Galician Schismatic church in Philadelphia, Pa., but one like the
Uhro-Rusin church. The Bishop did not make two churches out of one, but the Uhro-Rusin
priest, and the bishop united both churches, by becoming their pastor, thirdly the bishop did not
settle down in either church, but went to South Fork, Pa. Why was this lie written? To tell the



Hungarian Government, that the bishop is not favoring the Uhro-Rusins, and that the bishop is a
"PANSLAV", Sapienti sat.

| was occupied with my work, collecting material of the history of the people and churches, by
visiting the churches. This peaceful work of mine was not satisfying many, they requested a
battle, by setting their nets to catch the bishop. Their plans were, let’s go after him and hit him
hard, which will cause his death, then he will not be able to fight us. Let him know that we are
strong. Others said: What will happen if we lose the battle, the people will not follow us, and we
will be left alone. They should of stressed the power of the bishop, and the power of the friends,
who were scattered all over looking for a bishop.

One of the instigators went to the Irish bishop, reporting to him, that the new bishop will not
recognize him, and will go in his own way. Church law in the United States says: that the
Baltimore, Md., Synod obligates our bishop also. Please advise him about this matter. The Irish
bishop said to himself, he knows the Church law, which stresses the jurisdiction of a bishop. He
replied 1 will do my best. Others came to me saying, the Irish bishops will not recognize you,
without their permission you cannot act in their diocese. Bishop what is your opinion about the
Irish bishops, let us know to advise our people about your opinion.

The bishop seeing their sincerity that they wish to help him, said: Our first task is to have an
Eparchy, to be equal with other nationals. If you will deed your churches to me, then you will be
helpful and we will progress in our work. It seem to me, that that was not the answer they were
expecting from me.

What happened, instead of getting down to work, they demanded from me to tell the people at a
Convention, which are my rights as a bishop. This we want to know by all means, otherwise we
will not work with you nor accept you.

The Convention must be held. Bishop you have promised us a Convention when you arrived in
the United States. (They expected to corner the bishop.) .

| replied, that it is too early to have a Convention, because | do not know the people nor the
circumstances of churches. In the meantime | received a letter from a priest, in which he states
that the Convention must be held to satisfy the minds of the people. In three days the Convention
Program was set by me published in the newspapers.

Soon the opposing party came to me, questioning me: Bishop why are you calling a Convention?
It is too early. First we must consider the matter of the Convention, make up our program.
Bishop recall the Convention date. This I refused. Then they requested that | meet at least with
the delegates.

| was fully aware, that there is something in the air. | replied the delegates are invited to the
Convention. This is my final decision.

Soon the newspapers brought the news, not to attend the Convention, the bishop wants to fool
the people, he called the delegates uneducated rams. They have done everything that was



possible to stop the Convention. What happened? With the help of God all the clergy and
delegates came to the Convention.

| dared to ask the good people if the motives of the bishop concerning the Greek Rite Catholic
Church good or bad? It is strange, first there was a request for a Convention and now someone
opposed it. The Convention was held and it was a successful one. Now what am I to do? The
Convention adopted a resolution that each church pay five percent towards the bishops support
and deed their churches in trust of the Greek Rite Catholic Bishop, even those churches which
were put in trust of the Latin rite bishops.

The dissatisfied began to spread news, that the Convention was only a council among the bishop
and people, which does not obligate no one. The delegates brought up the resolutions and
adopted them, without the bishop’s influence, which validates the Convention.

In the meantime a letter was brought from an Irish bishop concerning the "EA SEMPER" Bulla,
which indicated, that the bishop has no rights, this was to discredit me the bishop. I replied: | do
not know about the Bulla, and | am not accepting this letter as a document.

Instead of helping the bishop, the opposing party fought the bishop.

The Papal Bulla "EA SEMPER" appeared in the United States of America concerning the Greek
Rite Catholic Church, an unmerciful degradation for us. The opposition, instead of counseling
with the bishop, published articles in the "AMERIKANSKY RUSSKY VIESTNIK": “The
bishop knew about the "EA SEMPER" Bulla, he betrayed us”. It seemed to them that they
conquered the bishop and destroyed him.

Now, all wanted to know, what is the bishop going to do about the "EA SEMPER" Bulla. How
will he defend himself, for saying that he did not know about the Bulla. | was silent for a time.
Finally 1 came out with the following answer:

“Concerning the "EA SEMPER" Bulla given by Rome for the Rusins in the United States of
America, | did not know about it here nor in Europe. Being in the United States of America for a
month | was called to the Apostolic Delegate, Washington, D. C. He advised me about the Bulla.
Here | have in my hand a copy of a protest against the "EA SEMPER" Bulla | considered unjust
for the Greek Rite Catholic Church and the people. I at once protested and did not promulgate it
to the clergy and people”.

That is all that | could have done. If this Bulla was most annoying to anyone, it was to me. | was
sure, that the clergy and the people will help me in this matter, the contrary happened. | was
planning how to save the Greek Rite Catholic Church the clergy and people. What happened,
some of the clergy and lay people are trying to destroy the bishop and the Greek Rite Catholic
Church,

| am accused that | am giving over our Greek Rite Catholic Church to the Latin rite bishops by
force. Did I not tell all, to deed the churches in trust of me, until you do so, you will not



have a full powered bishop. What do you want, to be Independent? Do not make shame for all of
us.

The Bulla is not permitting any married clergy to come to the United States of America. | was
reported and accused that | am importing married clergy to the United States of America and
telling the people that I am importing celibate priests to the United States of America.

The agents are shouting: “People, the Bulla will destroy us, protest. The bishop will not protest,
he is a traitor”. In the meantime telling the Church Authorities, that I am not upholding the Bulla.

Reporting also, that the bishop favors only those priests who are subjected to the Latin Rite
Bishops jurisdiction. That is a false statement. The people were silent until the clergy instructed
them to fight.

| am accused of visiting people in Pittsburgh, Pa., who are unworthy of my visit. Why are they
accusing the people and me? Because they deeded their church in trust of me the bishop. Good
people, you judge for yourself, where is all the falsehood leading us?

The only way the "EA SEMPER" Bulla will lose its strength if you will support the Greek Rite
Catholic bishop to establish an Eparchy. Our goal is to establish a Greek Rite Catholic Church in
the United States of America, to have our own Eparchy and laws. If the first bishop resigns on
account of the "EA SEMPER" Bulla, as some wish that | do, what will happen? No, the bishop
and the people will not permit the destruction of the Greek Rite Catholic Church in the United
States of America.

| wonder, where do the evil minded people want to drive the Rusin people? The Lutherans,
Schismatics, Unbelievers, etc., say why do you not let the people know all? They are accusing
me, that | want to betray you people to the Latin Rite Bishops. The people are aware who gave
over in trust the church property to the Latin Rite Bishops.

You are accusing the bishop, that he has no rights, but you must also know that without an
Eparchy what rights has a bishop? If the Eparchy would have been established before the arrival
of the bishop, he would have full Episcopal power.

You have established 120 churches amidst great struggles, so will the Eparchy be established
with the help of God? Think, did you have the right to establish churches? Whatever is your
reply I am declaring the following: That | have the right to establish an Eparchy for the Rusins,
and to have the churches property in trust. Whoever is obstructing such work is an enemy of the
Church. 1, the bishop did not come to the United States to become rich, to fool the people, but to
fulfill my obligation concerning the Church and people, to give good account at the judgment
day.

Secondly, rightfully important is that our Greek Rite Catholic Church must remain a Catholic
Church and not an Independent church, without a head, Father. | came to the United States of
America to make order in the churches, no bishop will hinder me, if | take care of our churches,
which requests my guardianship, trusteeship. No bishop is my superior nor am | someone’s Vicar



or as you claim, sacristan. | am a bishop without an Eparchy, not a servant of the Latin rite
bishops, nor am | working for them.

My spiritual children have their laws, the laws of the children, which no one can take away from
them, therefore they do not need guardians .

The following report was sent to the Apostolic Delegate, that | want to give autonomy to the
people, for the five percent Cathedraticum, which the New York Convention approved for me.
Now | am asking the Delegates and clergy who were at the New York Convention. Did |
interfere, when the Convention was stressing the Bishop’s financial matters ? 1 only remarked,
that I will accept support from no one, because | know the children will take care of their Father.
All present enthusiastically said “SLAVA, we do not want our bishop to be paid by the
Government nor Rome. We can support him ourselves”. The clergy and the delegates
unanimously approved the five percent for the support of the bishop.

| am mentioning the unpleasant five percent Cathedraticum, because the "AMERIKANSKY
RUSSKY VIESTNIK" is saying:" The bishop does not want to give the people any rights and at
the same time | was reported to my Church Authorities, that | am giving an autonomy in the
church.

You good people and clergy judge isn’t there an evil, Pharisaical work. Do you want the bishop
to be removed, why do you not stop and think, what consequences could it bring if the bishop is
removed?

Dear Brothers, Clergy and People, sons of the Greek Rite Catholic Church. I am solemnly
declaring, that | as a Greek Rite Catholic bishop appointed for the Rusin people and other
national people of the same rite, that | will place all my strength to secure and defend the laws of
our Church, help me. Fear not hardship, struggle, the struggle will bring life. The grace of God is
stronger than the temptations of the evil sons. Be assured that the bishop has done everything
possible. The Bulla is not for the betterment of our Church. Let us unite, work hard one for all
and all for one. This can happen only among righteous people, who know that all power is given
from above by God.

Dear brother priests, notify me about the evil work of certain people, that I may know how to
overcome their evil deeds and what is your opinion in this matter ?

Do not permit to publish articles in the AMERIKANSKY RUSSKY VIESTNIK, which brings
shame upon us.

1. Make order in the "SOJEDINENIJE", let them worry about their affairs and not Church
matters. Let them not be bishops above the SOJEDINENIJE members. Who lost the name
GREEK RITE CATHOLIC became independent, therefore they have no right to mix into our
Church affairs.



2. All you members of the SOJEDINENIJE call a meeting and read my letter. Let me know if
you want to listen to the independent leaders of the AMERIKANSKY RUSSKY VIESTNIK or
stay by the bishop and work hard for the Church and the Rusin people.

3. Let the Editor of the AMERIKANSKY RUSSKY VIESTNIK know that you want him to stop
writing against the Church Authority or stop sending the newspaper to you, because you will not
read it, and at the Convention demand your money for the newspaper you did not read.

4. All the faithful sons of the Greek Rite Catholic Church regardless of which organization they
belong, must see to it that order is made in the Church in one month’s time. | am giving you
freedom to place your church under the guardianship of a bishop, whom ever you choose. | have
under my jurisdiction 46 churches, and 24 under the Latin rite bishops, the others are

independent churches. Be aware not to be without a shepherd and be lost for the Greek Rite
Catholic Church.

In the meantime pray for all who are persecuted with their bishop that they choose the righteous
road.

5. I am not forbidding no one to leave the bishop and join the leaders of the AMERIKANSKY
RUSSKY VIESTNIK. I am not forcing the Greek Rite Catholic Church on no one. It will live on
and do not think that you are doing a favor for the Church.

6. All the faithful sons of the Greek Rite Catholic Church the following Sunday after the Divine
Liturgy, meet and select a reader to read my PASTORAL LETTER. In case something is not
clear to you in it, let me know, I will explain it to you. Let others read the letter also.

7. Please advise me, as to who are the instigators in your locality.

8. All of you faithful live a good Christian life.

9. Love your Church, religion, Christ is our light.

Pray for me.

Philadelphia, Pa., January 2, 1908.

Soter S. Ortynsky

Bishop
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