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Preface

Those of us who have worked on this project feel particularly honored because
we are well aware that the age of folklore telling is vanishing and that the
repositories of that age old knowledge — our Tibetan elders — are fast leaving us.
We understand the reasons for the accelerating, seemingly unstoppable alterations
to our traditional society that once placed elders firmly in the center of our world.
The pre-electrified world was a time when children gathered expectantly around
elders on a warm sleeping platform in the evening to listen to tales, and a time
when villagers felt very close to each other, freely visiting each other's homes to
exchange the latest news, tell, and listen to folklore.

This has all changed as it has in much of the world as modernity in the form of
electricity, radios, television, DVD/ VCD players, mobile phones, and so on arrives
in once remote areas. This has now deprived our elders of an audience for their
folklore and memories of monsters, witches, demons, demonesses, and amazing
worlds colored by imaginative genius. When elders are not asked to tell folklore,
they do not tell it, and when they do not tell, they tend to forget, and the next
generation loses access to knowledge that was once central to life. Furthermore, the
poetics of Tibetan oral literature and archaisms that characterize these traditions are
rapidly moving out of the consciousness of young Tibetan people as they are
replaced by the offerings of globalized media.

Aware of these changes, we set out to record folklore from Tibetan elders living
in Xunhua Salar Autonomous County, Haidong Region, Qinghai Province, China.
These tellers are:

Shesrab (b. 1933) of Rimang Village, told The Servant and The Princess, The
Foxy Sister in-law and Brothers, and The King with a Magic
Donkey.

Bsangbdag (b. 1936) of Rimang Village, told The King Steals, Learning
the Language of Birds, The Rabbit and the Bear, The
Wolf and the Sheep, and The Rich Son Finds a Wife.

Mkha' ‘grordorje (b.1941) of Mdo rtse Village, told The Dog-man, The Golden
Spindle, The Two Sisters, the White Man and the White Horse,
The King and the Poor Man, King Gong tse rab brtan,
The Chinese Couple, The Butcher, Minister Mgar
dampa, The Prince's Recovery, The Rabbit and the
Hunter, The Brother Visits the King of Death, and Two Monks
Visit the Jobo.



MaNi ‘'bum (b. 1939) of Mtha 'ba Village, told Saddle-maker Rabbit,
A Baby Monkey Steals a Pair of Shoes, The Mare's Son,
The Banished Mother, and The Wise Birds.
Bkrashis (b. 1953) of Grasar Village, told The Fortuneteller, The Tiger King
and the Poor Son, The Herdsman and the Frog, The Magic
Bowl, The Princess and the Poor Man,and The Army of Mice.
Klumosgrol ma (b. 1936) of A sde Village, told The Maitreya Statue, A Beggar’s
Daughter, Melon Killing, Two Brothers, The Tiger, The
Wolf and the Rabbit, and The Woodcutter and the Boulder.
Phagmothar (b. 1942) of Bar skor Village, told The Little Lamb, The Old
Couple and Two Children, Thag thag of the Forest, Two
Brothers, and Ra lu ma and Ri lu ma.
Chogru (b. 1943) of Gshoangsa Village, told The Beetle, Frog, and
Lizardand, The Story of a Kid’s Tail.
Dantug (b. 1929) of Bar skor Village, told An Old Lady and the Demon,The Old
Man and the Bull Skin, A Poor Mother and Her Daughter,
The Woodcutter and the Princess's Shoe, and Friendship.

All the stories were collected September-November 2011 by Bsod nams rdo rje.

The stories were retold in the versions that appear here. We will make available
both orally retold stories and the original recordings.

We hope these stories might bring joy to future generations who read and hear
them.

A number of people made this project successful, including graduate students at
Qinghai University for Nationalities, Darlene Clubb, Gerald Roche, Steve Frediani,
Tim Thurston, Devin Gonier, Sarah Oliphant, Laura Fitch, Miguel Fialho, and
other individuals, all of whom are thanked. Thank you also to the Canada Fund for
Local Initiatives (China) for their generous funding support.

Wendu Education Association
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The Servant and Princess

Once there was a king whose servant helped him administer the kingdom. One
day after some time of loyal service, the servant said, "I won’t be able to assist you
as | did in the past. | have only one request that | hope you will fulfill.”

“What is it?” the king said.

“I have never been to the roof of your palace, though | have served you for
many years. Please allow me to go there,” the servant said. After the king nodded
in agreement, the servant went to the palace roof and looked down through a
skylight into a room where he saw a pretty girl embroidering a flower. The servant
was so attracted by the beauty that saliva from his drooling dribbled onto her work.
The girl sucked up the saliva as soon as she saw the liquid, not knowing where it
had come from.

The servant returned home full of delight and asked his father to arrange his
engagement with the princess. “How does a family as poor as ours ask to marry a
princess? Ridiculous! I’ll find another girl for you,” said the father.

But the son stubbornly said, "Let’s go, Father! The princess has already
agreed.”

The father despondently went to the king accompanied by the servant, with a
bottle of liquor ornamented in five-colored silk and ka btags."

The king was an alcoholic, and drank much of the liquor immediately. The
father warned the king that the liquor was different than usual liquor, but the king
drank it anyway. Then the father said to the king, "We came to engage my son to
your daughter.”

The king disappointedly said, "What shall 1 do now? I’ve already drunk the
engagement liquor. I’ll not say anymore until we discuss it with the princess.”

When the princess arrived, she looked at the servant, and said, “I don’t know
who that young man is, and | certainly will not marry him.”

“Didn’t you suck up my saliva, which dripped on your embroidery, with your
mouth yesterday?” asked the servant.

“Oh, yes, it wasn’t raining and as soon as | saw the moisture I did suck it up
without thinking,” said the princess.

“The liquor has been drunk, the words of engagement said, and so we can’t
refuse you, but we demand betrothal gifts that are nearly impossible to find and
then they won’t take the princess,” thought the king. He said, “Betrothal gifts

! A scarf-shaped cloth or silk, used to welcome guests, and during religious rituals.
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should be an egg of conch, a gold wing, and a gold brick.” He was sure they would
not find such treasures.

“You didn’t listen when | said it wasn’t easy to marry a princess. What shall
we do now?” the father complained.

“l will go ask advice from the Buddha,” replied the son and started a long
journey. He walked a long way and met a dragon, who asked him where he was
going. The boy explained he was going to holy India to get advice on his marriage
from the Buddha. The dragon said, “I can’t fly after living in this cave since last
summer. Please ask the Buddha what | should do.” The boy promised the dragon
he would.

The boy saw a peacock in a tree after walking for another long period. The
peacock asked him where he was going. When he replied that he was going to holy
India to ask the Buddha for advice about his marriage, the peacock said, “l am
stuck in this tree. | haven’t been able to fly since last year. Please ask the Buddha
what | should do.” The young man agreed.

After days of more walking, he met some people building a house. When they
asked him where he was going, he said he was going to visit the Buddha to ask
advice about his marriage.

“We’ve been building this house since last year but the walls repeatedly
collapse. We can’t finish it. Please get some advice for us,” the workers pleaded.

The boy set out again and soon reached the Buddha’s abode. He knelt and
reported why he had come and the situation of the creatures he had met on the way.
The Buddha said nothing particular about his marriage, but did say, “There is a
conch egg under the dragon. If you take it, the dragon will be able to fly as usual.
There is a gold wing at the foot of the tree where the peacock is. Take it and the
peacock can fly. There is a gold brick under the pillar. Take it and they can build
the house successfully.”

The boy did as the Buddha had advised and happily brought the treasures he
found back to his home. To his surprise, his father told him that such treasures
were so rare that the king’s storeroom would surely not have them. “It isn’t worth it
to give them to the king for your wife. We will find another girl for you,” he said.

“I tried my best to reach the Buddha, seeking his advice for my marriage. How
can | give up at this point? I truly wish to marry my beloved,” replied the boy, who
went to king with the requested betrothal gifts, invited the princess to his home,
and then they lived happily ever after.
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The Foxy Sister-in-law and Brothers

Once an elder brother was very rich while the younger brother was poor. One
spring day when they were sowing the fields, the younger brother did not have
enough mustard seeds, and went to the elder brother to borrow some. His hateful
and conniving sister-in-law roasted a bag of mustard seeds and gave them to the
younger brother.

After sowing, only a single mustard plant sprouted on the younger brother’s
field. Day after day it grew bigger and bigger, eventually becoming as large as a
tree. The younger brother happily went to see it every day but one day, the big
mustard plant was stolen. He tracked the footprints and eventually after a long walk,
came to a cave. He entered and found a house inside, walked into the house, and
met a dog. The dog was very surprised and said, “Hey! Young man, you shouldn’t
be here! A female devil lives here. Anyway, | guess you have to stay here tonight,”
and hid the younger brother in the house.

After awhile, the female devil returned and asked, “There is the odor of
humans in the room. Did anybody come here today?”

“Of course! We are all human. Nobody came here,” the dog answered.

“Did anybody come here with insteps today?” the devil asked.

“We have insteps,” the dog answered.

When they went to bed that night, the devil’s child asked his mother to tell
folktales. “My dear, it’s not good to tell stories in the evening. If | tell stories until
midnight, we’ll fall asleep without paying attention to thieves,” the mother said.

“Dear Mother, what happens if the thief comes to our house?” the child asked.

“We have a golden hand-turned mill and the thieves might steal it. It is so
valuable that gold dust comes out when it turns clockwise, and silver dust comes
out when it turns counter-clockwise,” the mother answered. Then they slept. The
younger brother stole the gold hand-turned mill while they were sleeping and
returned home. The younger brother then became rich.

One day his elder brother visited him and asked in great astonishment, “Hey!
Brother! How did you become so rich?” The younger brother was so lacking in
guile that he explained how he had become rich.

The elder brother’s greed soon drove him to the cave where he hid in the
female devil’s house and waited motionlessly. When the devil and her child
returned at night, the mother said, “There is the odor of humans today. The last
time a thief hid and stole our gold hand mill. “I must find the thief tonight,” and
then she searched every part of the house. When she finally found the elder brother,
she cruelly pierced his nose with a wire, tied the wire into nine knots, and then let
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him go. He was very sick after he returned home, and always wept and shook
because of the pain.

The younger brother was very sympathetic and wondered if there was a
solution. He went to the devil’s home at night and hid. The devil’s child asked his
mother, “What is the thief who came to our house doing now?”

“He is suffering from the wire knots in his nose. It can’t be treated nor will he
die very easily,” explained the devil mother.

“Mother, how could the knots be untied?” the child asked.

“Only our gold hammer can untie the knots. Each time it points to the knots,
one knot can be untied. For the nine knots, the hammer must be pointed nine
times,” the devil mother said.

After the younger brother heard these secrets, he stole the gold hammer,
returned home, pointed the hammer at the knots, and untied the knots. When he
was ready to untie the last one, his sister-in-law said, “I will untie the last one,” and
grabbed the hammer from the younger brother. However, she did not grip the
hammer tightly and it fell from her hand, and hit the elder brother’s head, Killing
him.
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The Donkey Rider King

A King visited every part of his kingdom once annually. One year he rode a
donkey while making his annual tour. One night during his inspections, he asked to
stay in a home where a mother lived with her son. He asked about local conditions
and learnt that the county headman had instituted an illegal policy whereby
butchers sold meat they did not weigh. They just cut a hunk of meat once and the
customer had to pay for the resulting piece, even if it was obviously too little.

The king decided to learn more about this, disguised himself as an ordinary
citizen and went to buy meat. When he asked a butcher to sell meat for a certain
number of coins he had, the butcher held up his knife, cut off a piece of meat, and
gave it to the king. The piece was clearly not equal in value to the number of coins
that the king had offered to pay. When the king complained, the butcher said, “This
is the policy made by the headman: meat is only cut once, no twice.”

The king then put his hand into his pocket and withdrew some coins.

The butcher said, “It’s not enough.”

“Your headman has his rule for measuring meat, and | have my rule to pay. |
pay only once, not twice,” the king said. The butcher was unhappy and charged the
king before the county headman, who put the king in jail.

The mother and the son who had hosted him for a night sent food to the king
every day. One day, as the mother and the son were on their way to the king with
food, they saw a notice that the prisoner would be executed the next day. The king
was afraid when they informed him, took a magic needle from his pocket, and said,
“Ride my donkey and prick the donkey’s ear with this needle. The donkey will
then take you to your destination without stopping during day and night.” The king
also gave them a letter. In fact the donkey was a gyi ling.?

The donkey took the boy to the king’s palace, following the king’s instruction.
The boy gave the letter to the ministers who sent a message to the headman that
said: “If there is a prisoner who betrayed you or needs to be executed, send them to
the palace.”

The headman received the message and thought he was supported and valued
by the king. He then got on his horse and brought the prisoner to the palace. The
ministers said that they would consider the case the next day, and arranged the king
and the headman in separate quarters.

The headman went to the palace at the king’s invitation the next morning and
was shocked to see the prisoner seated on the throne. He then realized that the

2 A horse with magic power in legend and epics.
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prisoner was the king, who then took the headman back to his county, executed
him and commanded his chieftains to not oppress the people. He also appointed the
boy, who had sent him food when he was in jail, as the county’s new headman.
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The King Steals

A king annually did rituals suggested by a fortuneteller. He went to the
fortuneteller one day as usual and was told that the first day of the New Year would
be his last day to live and doing rituals would make no difference. However, he
could go out to steal on New Year’s Eve to get rid of his bad luck. “If you go out
stealing you will meet someone and thus your bad luck will end,” said the
fortuneteller. Thus persuaded, the king went out to steal. With no idea where to go,
the king wandered to a crossroad, where he met a young man. The king asked,
“Where are you going?”

“It’s New Year’s Day tomorrow, but my mother and | have no meat to eat. I’m
trying to steal some meat,”replied the young man.

The king said he was trying to find some meat and that they should go together.
The young man agreed.

“Where can we steal some meat?” asked the king.

“The king’s uncle is extremely rich, so it won’t be a big loss for him, if we steal
from his family,” replied the young man.

The king agreed and they set off. When they reached the king’s uncle’s home,
the young man told the king to climb over the wall first, but the king pretended to
be afraid and refused. Thus the young man went inside while the king waited
outside.

The king’s uncle’s family was making steamed dumplings and dividing them
into two piles: one group was poisoned and the other was not. The young man
overheard that they planned to offer the poisoned dumplings to the king early on
the New Year’s morning. Then the young man picked up some mutton and ran out.
The king tried to get the young man to go back and steal more meat for him, but he
refused. When the king asked why, the young man said, “The king is very popular
his people, his uncle plans to poison him tomorrow morning. Since it is
meaningless to live without the king, | only took this much mutton.”

On their way home, the young man said to the king, “You take this mutton. I’ll
be fine.”

The king insisted that the young man keep the mutton. They also both agreed
to meet outside the palace the next morning, visit the king the next morning, and
offer him dumplings before the king’s uncle did. The king suggested changing their
hats in case they did not recognize each other the next morning.

Early the next morning, the king told all his servants to find a man wearing his
hat and bring him inside the palace. The young man was found and brought to the
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king. When he saw the king on the throne wearing his hat he thought, “The king
would never go out stealing, so why is he wearing my hat?”

The king then told the whole story to the young man and then said to the
young man, “My uncle came here to invite me to his home. I’ve been waiting for
you. Come with me. When they offer me the poisoned dumplings today, | will
offer them back to all of his family. When I do, frighten them with your sword if
they hesitate to eat them.” Then they left for the king’s uncle’s home.

At his uncle’s home, the family showed respect and hospitality, offering
dumplings and all kinds of delicious food. “I feel full just looking at all this food.
All of you please begin and enjoy yourselves,” said the king, offering dumplings to
everyone. The uncle’s family members were shocked and froze in fear.

The young man then took out his sword and shouted to the uncle’s family,
“How dare you not eat the dumplings that the king has offered you!” The uncle’s
family members then ate the dumplings and died one by one.

The king rewarded the young man with all his uncle’s property and invited the
young man and his mother to stay in his uncle’s house. The young man was then
made a minister, and they all lived comfortably and peacefully.
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Learning the Language of Birds

An old man had three sons who did nothing but waste time. One day the old
man got an idea to motivate his sons and said, “You three cannot continue like this.
I will give each of you some money to trade. Later, please return with some
products.” The youngest son knew that he was not good at trading and thus asked
his elder brothers to take him with them. However, they refused because each
wanted to trade by himself.

Since the youngest son was not interested in trading, and did not know what to
do with the money given by his father, he went to a fortuneteller, who told him the
best thing to do was learn the language of birds and animals.

The youngest said, “Where can | learn such a language?”

The fortuneteller instructed to take offerings and find a quiet place in the forest
where he would find a yogi from whom he could learn the language of birds and
animals. The youngest son found the yogi, taking with him the money his father
had given him, and began learning the languages of birds and animals.

When he became fluent in the language of birds and animals, he went home
and met his father and brothers, who had returned with their products. The old man
asked his youngest son, “Where are your products?”

The youngest son then told the whole story to his father, who angrily said,
“Are you going to live with birds and animals? Go stay with them if you like!
Don’t ever come back here again!” Thus the youngest son was kicked out by his
father, just like that.

After a long period of wandering he reached a very strange forest-- all the tree
branches opened out when it was warm and closed tight when it was cold. A big
storm blew over just as he entered the forest, so he took shelter in a huge tree with
a bird nest. The branches closed as he hid there, trapping him. The boy was so
frightened that he started to cry, and then he heard birds crying in the nest, too.

After awhile the mother bird came and the baby birds cried, “Why did you
come home so late, Mother? There is a man trapped in the branches. He cried and
when we couldn’t see you returning, we cried t0o.”

“The princess was very sick and the king was doing various rituals. They left
sacrificial objects made of rtsam pa®on the roof. | spent so long enjoying it that |
got back late. The trapped man needn’t be afraid because he will be released at
sunrise tomorrow morning,” replied the mother bird.

“What’s wrong with the princess?” asked the baby birds.

3 Roasted barley flour.
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“A bug entered her ear, so she has a terrible headache, but nobody in the
palace knows that’s the problem,” said the mother bird.

“How can the princess be cured?” asked the baby birds.

“Two ants live in the center of a huge boulder outside the king’s palace. One
of the ants is white and the other is red. They should put the white one in milk and
put the red one in blood for a couple of days. If they put the white ant in the
princess’s ear it will cause the bug in her ear to move. Then, if they put the red ant
in her ear, that ant will drag the bug out and she will recover,” said the mother bird.

Early the next day, the mother bird said to the baby birds, “Let’s go enjoy the
rtsam pa offerings on the king’s roof. The trapped man will be released as soon as
the sun rises,” then they all flew off. The old man’s youngest son had heard every
detail. When he was released, he set off for the king’s palace.

On the way he met one of the king’s servants riding a mare, followed by a foal,
crying to his mother, “Wait for me mother! I can’t catch up!”

“Hurry! 1 don’t have time to wait! I’'m also suffering terribly from being
pricked by a needle in the saddlecloth, which was forgotten by a female servant
yesterday,” replied the mare.

The boy overheard this, stopped the rider, and told him to check under his
saddle. When the servant incredulously did so, he found a needle in the cloth. “You
have amazing abilities! Do you know what disease ails the princess?” asked the
servant. The old man’s youngest son replied that he did indeed know, and thus the
servant took him on the mare to see the king.

The king scolded his servant, saying, “I told you to fetch a doctor and you
return with some random stranger!” But when the servant told the whole story
about the needle in the saddlecloth, the king was convinced and asked how his
daughter might be cured. Following the youngest son’s instructions, the king
arranged stonemasons to destroy the huge boulder outside his palace. Two ants
were found and the youngest son used them as the birds had described. The bug
moved when he put the white ant in the princess’s ear and it was dragged out by
the red ant, after which the princess completely recovered. The king was so
delighted that he married his daughter to the youngest son and, since she was the
king’s only child, the youngest son eventually became king. The old man’s
youngest son then lived happily ever after.
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The Rabbit and the Bear

A mother bear and a mother rabbit lived together with their children. One day,
the mothers decided to leave their children at home and go out together to dig wild
yams. When they started digging, the rabbit suggested to the bear, “Let’s eat the
yams that we dig this morning and take home the ones that we dig this afternoon.”

“OK,” agreed the bear, and ate the yams she dug that morning and put the ones
she dug in the afternoon in her bag.

Unlike the bear, however, the rabbit put all the yams in her bag without eating a
single one. When they were ready to go home, the bear discovered what the rabbit
had done. She became very angry with the rabbit for tricking her, killed the rabbit,
ate her, and then took all the yams home.

When the mother bear returned, the baby rabbit ran to her and asked, “Aunty
Bear, is my mother coming home?”

“Your mother is with the second group,” replied the mother bear.

The little rabbit waited for her mother and when she did not come home with
the second group, the little rabbit went to the mother bear again and asked, “My
mother is not with the second group. Where is she?”

“She must be with the last group,” answered the mother bear.

The little rabbit waited until the last group came home, and when her mother
was not with them, she realized that the bear had eaten her mother.

The little rabbit ran outside the next day when the mother bear went to dig
yams, and said to the baby bear, “Baby bear! Come outside! Let’s play together!”

“My mother told me not to go outside and | must be obedient,” replied the
baby bear from inside the house.

“Oh, mothers say a lot of things!” exclaimed the little rabbit. “My mother tells
me not to go outside too, but you know how mothers are! We don’t have to obey!”

Then the baby bear went outside to play and was killed by the little rabbit.

The mother bear finished digging yams that day, came home, and discovered
that her baby had been killed by the little rabbit. She began chasing the little rabbit,
who took off running as fast as she could. While running, the little rabbit met a
sheep herder.

“Oh, Mr. Sheep herder!” cried the little rabbit. “My father was taken by an
eagle and my mother was killed by a bear. | killed the bear’s baby and now his
mother is chasing me. Please help me hide!”

The sheep herder asked her to circumambulate the sheep and hide in the sheep’s
fleece.
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When the mother bear arrived she asked the sheep herder, “Did you see a little
rabbit come by here?”

“No, I certainly did not,” answered the sheep herder.

“Tell me where she is or I’ll kill you,” threatened the bear.

Frightened, the sheepherder confessed to the mother bear, “Well, she might be
in the sheep’s fleece.”

The mother bear went to check the fleece and the little rabbit fled. After
running a long time, the little rabbit met a yak herder. The little rabbit told him the
same story she had told the sheep herder and begged him to help her hide. The yak
herder asked the little rabbit to circumambulate the yaks and hide in a yak’s tail.
When the mother bear came, she frightened to kill him if he did not tell her where
the little rabbit was hiding. The yak herder was so frightened that he told her the
truth.

The mother bear went to check in the yaks’ tails and the little rabbit fled and
soon came upon a horse herder. When he heard the little rabbit’s story, the horse
herder told her to hide under the horse’s mane. He also was frightened when the
angry mother bear threatened to kill him and told her where the little rabbit was
hiding. The little rabbit had to run for her life again.

After running for a long time she met a wild yak and told him her story too.
Before the yak would help her hide, he wanted her to please him by praising his
five sense organs.

“Uncle Wild Yak’s mouth is a golden mouth, his nose is a golden nose and his
eyes are golden, too,” chanted the little rabbit. This pleased the yak so he let the
little rabbit hide in his nose. When the mother bear arrived and threatened him, the
yak became very angry.

“Eat me, if you can!” he bellowed.

When the bear charged him, he gored her to death. Then the yak told the little
rabbit to get out of his nose while praising his five sense organs. “Uncle Wild
Yak’s mouth is made of iron,” taunted the little rabbit, “his nose and eyes are made
of iron, too!” This enraged the wild yak who began to blow his nose but the little
rabbit would not come out.

“Blow your nose into the marmot’s burrow and I’ll come out,” the little rabbit
said.

The yak then blew his nose into the marmot’s burrow and the little rabbit came
out. The yak was very angry and he charged at the burrow, hitting it so hard that he
broke his neck and died.
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The Wolf and the Sheep

Once a wolf fell into a deep hole and could not get out. One day, a sheep was
grazing on grass nearby. The wolf, seeing the sheep, asked, “Oh, Madam Sheep,
could you please help me get out of here?”

“l could help you get out, Mr. Wolf, but you will eat me if | do,” replied the
sheep.

“Please,” pleaded the wolf, “help me get out of here! I promise | won’t hurt
you!”

The sheep decided to trust the wolf, reached down into the hole, and helped the
wolf out. Once the wolf was out of the hole, he turned to eat the sheep. “Wait!”
objected the sheep. “You promised to not eat me! No one has ever acted like this! |
saved you from dying in that hole and rather than eating me, you should be
grateful!”

“Nonsense,” retorted the wolf. “People talk about cause and effect. They talk
about being grateful and repaying the kindnesses of others, but they don't really do
it very often!

In this way the sheep and the wolf argued a long time and could not come to an
agreement. Finally, they decided to ask three other animals what they thought and
set off together to find them.

After walking a long time, they met a horse. The sheep said to the horse, “Mr.
Wolf here fell into a deep hole and was trapped. | found him, helped him get
out, and saved him. Then, as soon as he was out of the hole, he was going to eat me.
I think most people would never act like that! What do you think?”

The horse replied, “Oh, people talk about the law of cause and effect, but when
I was young people rode me here and there all the time. Then, when I got old, they
released me into the mountains and left me with no one to look after me. If | had
still been useful, | would surely have been sold. Therefore, | think repaying the
kindness of others is quite rare.”

The wolf exclaimed, “Now I’ll eat you!”

“It’s not time, we must consult other animals,” replied the sheep.

The wolf and the sheep took off walking to find another animal to consult and
after a long time they met a female yak.

The sheep told her story and the female yak replied, “Actually, | think most
people are quite ruthless. When | was young, my masters benefited from me in
many ways. They enjoyed my milk, yogurt, butter, and cheese. Then, when | got
old they took me into the mountains and left me with no one to look after me. If |
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had been stronger and fatter you can be sure that they would have butchered me
and the whole family would have enjoyed my meat and blood.”

The wolf exclaimed, “Now | will eat you!”

“It’s not the time, we must consult another animal,” replied the sheep.

The wolf and sheep continued on their journey. They only had one more
animal to consult to settle the argument. The wolf was filled with joy. The sheep,
however, was very anxious. After walking for some time, they met a rabbit and the
sheep told her story to the rabbit. She told every detail of her story this time and
asked the rabbit if the wolf was not repaying her kindness in a terrible treacherous
way.

The rabbit replied, “It’s actually quite difficult to know who is right and who is
wrong here. Do you two remember where that hole is located?”

“Of course we do,” the sheep and the wolf answered in unison.

“Could you take me there,” the rabbit asked.

“Of course,” they replied.

When the three of them reached the hole, the rabbit asked them to show her
their positions when they met. The wolf jumped into the hole and the sheep stood
at the edge.

“Our positions were exactly like this,” they said in unison.

The rabbit said, “It’s too difficult for me to decide whether the way of dealing
things is right or wrong, so it’s better for the two of you to stay where you are.”

Then the rabbit hopped off to its home leaving the wolf stuck in the deep hole.
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The Saddle-maker Rabbit

As a rabbit was making a saddle by a mountain pass, a wolf snuck up and
said, “Hi, Uncle Rabbit, what are you doing here?”

“I’m making a saddle. That’s why people call me Saddle-maker Rabbit,”
replied the rabbit.

“Why are you making a saddle?” asked the wolf.

“If 1 put this saddle on your back, you will catch more sheep,” the rabbit said.

“Please make one for me, the wolf said.

“I’ll give you this one,” the rabbit said. After the rabbit put the saddle on the
wolf’s back, the wolf chased sheep grazing on a hillside. As the wolf ran down the
hill, the saddle slid onto his head and thus the saddle was broken. Meanwhile, the
shepherd hit him with stones. The wolf was barely able to escape his life. Thinking
the rabbit had deceived him, the wolf went back looking for the rabbit. On the way,
he had met another rabbit who was boiling some glue at the foot of a rocky
mountain.

“Hi! Where is Saddle-maker Rabbit?” asked the wolf.

“I don’t know. I’m boiling glue here at the foot of this rocky mountain. That’s
why people call me Glue-boiler Rabbit,” replied the rabbit.

“Why are you doing this?” said the wolf.

“If you put some glue on your eyes, the sheep will be immobilized and easy to
catch,” said the rabbit.

“Please put some glue on my eyes,” said the wolf and the rabbit did as the wolf
asked. The wolf then went once more to catch sheep, but was unsuccessful. After
escaping from the shepherd again, he met another rabbit that was making a fire
atop a rocky mountain.

“Hi, what are you doing here? Did you see Glue-boiler Rabbit?” said the wolf.

“No, I didn’t. I am Fire-maker Rabbit,” responded the rabbit.

“Why are you making a fire?” asked the wolf.

“If a fire singes your eyelashes, you’ll be able to see more, which will certainly
help you catch sheep,” answered the rabbit.

Then the wolf said, “I will singe my eyelashes while warming myself by the
fire,” sat by the fire, and the rabbit singed his eyelashes as they chatted.

The rabbit covertly shoved the coals closer to the wolf, saying, “Dear wolf,
please move back a bit, otherwise you will be burned,” and the wolf moved back a
bit. The rabbit did the same thing again a while later, and the wolf moved back
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again. When the rabbit said this a third time, the wolf fell off the edge of the cliff
behind him and died.
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The Rich Son Finds a Wife

When a rich family’s only son reached marriageable age, they could not find a
suitable bride for him. All the fortunetellers they visited told them that he would
meet the right person only if went wandering and begging. His mother was very
upset that she would be separated from her only son. When she saw him off, she
handed him her precious stone and tearfully told him that the jewel would help him
whenever he was thirsty or hungry.

The boy eventually reached a lake. He was very thirsty from wandering and
begging and accidently dropped the precious stone in the lake, as he attempted to
drink from it. He was then so sad that he cried until he went blind. He then began
living off food that was given to him by a rich family whose door he always sat by.

All the local people were invited to a performance by the local king one day.
The rich family sent their three daughters, dressed in nice clothes and beautiful
jewelry. When the daughters returned home, their parents asked them whose
clothes were the nicest and whose jewelry got the most attention. “Our clothes
were the nicest and our jewelry got the most attention,”replied the three daughters.

The parents asked, “Is this from your parents or from your own fate?”

“It is all from our parents,” replied the eldest daughter. Then, the same
questions were asked to the second and the youngest daughters. The second
daughter gave the same answer as the eldest, and their parents were extremely
delighted.

However, the youngest daughter replied, “It might be from my parents, but |
believe it was mostly due to my own destiny.” Her enraged father then shouted,
“Fine! Go stay with the beggar by our gate and leave all your clothes and jewelry
here with me!” Thus the youngest daughter was expelled from the home.

The youngest daughter went to the beggar at the gate, leaving her beautiful
clothes and jewels behind, and said, “Let’s go find somewhere else to live,” and
held the beggar’s hand.

“I have nowhere to go. Please leave me here, as this family gives me food,” the
beggar said. When the girl explained that she had been given to him as a wife by
her father, the beggar insisted, saying, “How could you be happy with such a man
as me? I’'m not only blind, but also poor. Where would we go? Now leave me
alone!” But after hearing the whole story about how the girl got kicked out of her
home, he decided to take her to his home as she wished. The girl then asked the
beggar about his eyes and he explained that he had not been born blind, so she led
him to the lake to retrieve his precious stone.
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At the lake, the girl told the beggar to sit down, and then she started shouting
and running around crazily. The water deities of the lake appeared and asked the
girl why she was acting so strangely. She replied that a cursed stone had been put
in the lake, and that would dry the lake up, leaving all the water deities homeless.
This frightened the water deities, who asked her what they could do. She told them
to remove all the stones from the lake bottom, which they dutifully began doing.

After awhile, four frogs waddled out of the lake carrying a stone and said, “We
usually can lift bigger stones by ourselves, but this one is so heavy that it took four
of us to carry it.”

The girl replied, “This is the cursed stone. Give it to me and now you can leave
without fear,” and took the stone back to the blind beggar.

The stone was the one the beggar had dropped, and he was so happy to have it
back that he regained his vision. Then the two of them returned to the beggar’s
home and lived happily ever after.
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The Fortuneteller

A wife rested at home and ate food secretly while the husband plowed. One
day, an old woman who was their neighbor told the husband what his wife was
doing and he decided to investigate. He pretended to go to the field early the next
morning but then returned and observed his wife eating the freshest butter and
drinking milk tea. After she finished, she prepared to take breakfast to her husband
by adding water to the remaining milk tea and putting the remaining barley bread
in a bag. The husband ran back to field and pretended to be sleeping.

When she arrived and saw the field unplowed, she said, “Why aren’t you
plowing?”

“Oh my dear! I’d continue dreaming if you had not awakened me,” he replied.

The wife asked, “What were you dreaming about?”

The husband told her what he had seen at home, and his wife blushed in
shame.

An old woman lost one of her pigs while she was herding a few days later. The
wife met the old woman and told her about her husband’s ability to see things in
dreams. The old woman then asked the husband to dream and tell her where her
pigs were. The husband agreed on the condition that she slaughters a pig for him to
eat and give one of its ears as an offering. The old woman agreed. The husband
then spent a whole day eating pork and then searched for the lost pig at night. He
found the pig feeding its piglets in an empty courtyard. He then took a careful look
at the pig and piglets, paying attention to the color, sex, and number of piglets, and
reported it all to the old woman in great detail and thus his fame spread.

One day, a local king lost the key to his storehouse and sent two ministers to
invite the man to dream about the whereabouts of his key. The man was frightened,
but could not resist and told his wife, “Please set our stack of dry fodder on fire
when | reach the mountain pass.” The man and the ministers then took a nap at the
mountain pass some time later. Then the man shouted suddenly, “My fodder is on
fire!” When they returned to his home, his fodder was indeed on fire, and the two
ministers helped extinguish the flame. Witnessing his ability, the two ministers
admitted that they had stolen the king’s key. He told the two ministers that they
would definitely be punished if the king learnt they were the thieves. They then
went to the king after they had buried the key. The king was told to slaughter a pig
and he then promised to give half of his wealth if his key could be found. After
seven days, the man unearthed the key and received half the king’s wealth.
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One day another king heard about the man’s dreaming ability. His wife had
been very sick, so the king sent his ministers after the man. The man was very
anxious because all of his previous work had been accomplished without recourse
to supernatural abilities. He knew that he was in big trouble this time. A big
boulder was in front of the palace. He peed and farted on it, pulled some grass from
the boulder, and went to see the king after putting the grass in his shoes. He asked
the king to slaughter a pig. When the time had almost approached for him to tell
the king how to cure his wife, he had not yet found any answers and prepared to
escape. One night he jumped in the yak herd and mounted a milk yak. The milk
yak took off, and the man fell off. The milk yak rushed to the big boulder and
shouted, “Boulder! It’s no good!”

The boulder replied, “That man noticed. He rained and thundered on me when
he arrived here, scratched my head, put my hair in his shoes.”

A maidservant came out and asked what was happening. The milk yak and
boulder told her the whole story. “He stared at me when | offered him tea. He knew
everything at the beginning,” the maidservant said. The man overheard all this, and
realized that they were the cause of the queen’s illness. He asked the king to gather
stonemasons and bring charcoal as well. The boulder was destroyed by the
stonemasons, and the milk yak and the maidservant were burned with the collected
charcoal. The queen thus recovered and the man received half of the king’s wealth.
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The Tiger King and the Poor Son

An old woman and her son made a living collecting firewood. A tiger living in
the forest where they cut wood decided to test the young man’s sense of
compassion. The tiger shoved his head between two closely grown branches,
pretended to be about to die, and waited to see what the young man would do.

“This tiger will surely eat me if I help him and my mother will be alone if | die.
But he will die if I don’t save him,” thought the young man, and decided to help
the tiger. Moved by his compassion, the tiger helped the young man collect fuel
afterwards. The man and his mother then led a more comfortable life after moving
to another place with the tiger’s help. The tiger noticed that the young man lacked a
wife and brought a princess. The princess’s father believed that his daughter had
been eaten by a tiger and thus was doing many rituals after her ‘death’.

The boy often brought a picture of the princess to field and looked at while he
plowed, but forgot it in a field after plowing one day. It was then blown away by
the wind. A servant of the king happened to get it, and thus the king learnt that his
daughter was still alive. The king then announced that anyone who found the
princess would be rewarded with half of his wealth. Finally, the king’s ministers
found the couple and the old woman, and ordered them brought to the palace.
When the tiger came to visit the young man, nobody was there. The tiger realized
that the king had taken them, gathered five hundred tigers, and surrounded the
king’s palace. The king was terrified and asked the young man to confirm if the
leader tiger was the one he had saved. The woodcutter said it was. The young man
then met the tiger, who told him to ask for a pig for every tiger. The king agreed,
and the young man mounted the leader tiger and rode off, leaving the other tigers.
Witnessing these events, the king believed that the young man was truly an
amazingly capable man, and thus gave him half of his wealth. The whole family
then lived happily ever after.

66



@“ﬁa’ﬂm%z‘_\:@?’l:q@]

55 N G R g AR gar e xR R N aER §R AN Fa A R N AR A Kap Ty

RERAF PRI F RpwarFR AR MR R R EN YR B SRR N H SR K|
Nf@ﬂ'ﬁ“‘“‘ﬁ] “Eﬂ?‘ﬁ'qa'Ca\"imfﬁ"ﬂ:%'f“‘:g:'c“\}'qﬁ"i“\f“"“"i:'ﬁ:'%“@&ﬂaﬁ"iﬂ'
ﬁ:‘qm‘ﬁm’qﬁ‘q&@?ﬁ:’%ﬁ'ﬂ'ﬁq Rﬁqq’éﬁ'Q'g-\au\m:'%q'ﬁgl:'ﬁ'&'ﬂ“\fﬂ&'@ﬁ'&'
ﬁaﬁmmmﬁqqg%wq’iﬁ"%qunﬁq‘qq\ FRNER VR AN RN @GR A PR
Traramags ANy ERay TR MmN g RN G g aRA v K g R g R g n TN G
RaE| SN wR A ER A T A MR SR s G RGR § § S g E S|
5’6i'%R’@U]'EG\IN'Gﬁ"('ﬁ:’i’%’%?’qgﬂ]‘%l\lgl\lﬂ'ﬁ] “5*5*’*’%"55:'1 FETTRE
ﬁ:a“m‘cﬁq'@quﬁ”a‘vquﬁqw w:ﬁmnﬁ'ﬁﬁ'ﬁ'ﬁﬂ%ﬁs’%mﬁmm R TRF

67



FNARTRAN GG IFN G FIN AN TR RgR A FNE NGV AGH R TR SN ET Y
2SR FN IR A BN B R FNAR FHR IR N AA FRIGR N E) Ry HCE
E]ﬂ'ﬁ:‘fﬂ'ﬁ'ﬁ:‘%ﬂ'E\W':165'%5;&\1'ﬁ'x:'a“v\maqw@m'?gm@ﬁqwgqﬁ:nm‘gﬁ%n‘
xR FaamE Prar Fr Ean R gR gn g ¥l s garamer i ga
ﬁg‘m&';ﬁ'ﬁ'%w:'a'qqr\'qx'ﬁﬂﬂagmngzqm'qaq'am'%\l'é:'&mgm'ﬁa'ﬂwﬁ'qﬁ'
&’N’qg:'qmgq'ﬁﬂi‘@f‘ﬁ:ﬁ&'ﬂﬂﬂ
ngquﬁvﬁqvquiﬂvﬁmvaﬂv&:'imvﬁvmvﬁa&'ﬂ@&vq@qquﬁqvﬁv§a'§ﬂvmqu@a‘rqxv
%W%ﬂﬁwx:va’@:a""""Nvmxvﬁﬁvﬁaﬂnﬁgqﬁ'ﬁﬁ“’“Nvﬁ:ai@‘%ﬂ%&gwq'
5 AVAYENIRBR IR AR GHARINAFAFA| AN U GRS &
RANRN T 55 G AR Svags| AENAVRI NS AN SAINAERGR N <R

68



645’:”:1%‘11'QR’QEﬂN'3'Eﬁ'ﬁ'qq?znﬂq'f@mqmﬂgq'N'ng'Q'q'rﬁN'ﬁﬂ]‘@'@*‘ﬂ}@&'&'
a'a‘m.]vmva:&'qva:vs‘]gm'ivngvm:vﬁqvg'qﬁqvﬂxquaqw @NﬁaﬂN§&§&§R§:QN
%’&qqum'q%‘q'm:q:'am§'5'tﬁ:’g&'x:@g“gﬂ'amq'f'aqﬁ'aﬁz'@:'ng ar
@:‘ﬁ&'ﬁ'&ﬁ:@:’ql\l'%q@q'N'Gaw'ql\l'qgm'ﬁf:ﬂ'ﬁﬁ'] %’iﬁﬁ@agﬂlw?ﬂmé\mﬂm
ﬁqgﬁN%\ﬂquaqﬂéﬁﬁﬁ%aﬁq“‘&ﬁmﬁﬁﬁﬁgﬁqﬂﬁqﬂ ﬂmﬁl\j%%qa
R QU SIS NG AN A NG P g g gan g R AgR AN gARR Y IR AT
AR e gR ) |

69



A EME B

I A AT — B A R A )L, ANL T RAREE A,
A — RAAERSE DR i s T — BRI G ), g a4 s3h T (10 75
S, XA R T BT ZJE LT R A R
BEIGET . 7R, ADKEARRASEN LG BP0, 3 g AT
HK? FNUGE - MIREER SR N SZA A, UL T a2 1. R
LR ENJERRE HFI AL, AT XAEAATRE 7. KEBEEHHED
JUTIRE] T 2RI AT, 28 N2/ JLT 55 BT A T IRIEK, 5N AR
B, AN AR —SE.

NLTHERFE R L SR AL, BRI E B N DR
DL, MRS NEIEXR B RR . SRR IO T, LR, A RnE, &
KRR NN W B L5, E TS MUk L. )
NPT EE LS B R A FE 2 55555 i o /N LU RGZ XA, (3 228t
LA K IH Ly, HWESR A EAF 0 585, fhvrinig 25y <p)h, Al
NARH MR T

g Al a2y sy Sp R Ak, FRRESE — PR SR T, AR & B
TR R ek, — B I JE L BESR R 1. 3 T RIE R MR B T
TUIRRFE L CL20 1, HA SRS EE FHR A EHAEA E
B o LSV Lk B L N I M B 250 AR — B 3 — N ER
st B, AR R AN Z R, A B A B EECE, R
P ERFEE WK T o ARy I 22 3240 fe 4 B I BT (KT, 2 F2 i 2
WL R 1 L SR B RERE B, A LR 2 AR RD R A AR
NEIW, AEWS D)L LR et BT e B L dr ]
FEWREL, (A1 A A 1 B SRAR A SR 1 B R s . 2 32 SRR
LI e AR, it R RS — B R RV LI . TR TR
—Ya AN A BT TR SRR R, BRI SREIT R
FIRARES 2 EFRERBE L5 o BE 20U A5 MR AR A5 Sk o A e A e, R
Wil NUT LR BB LB D, A B L AR T A L T B AL
5, BAE R FEC I T BRSO IRI BIEA T IOk T, IRESE — T K
BN T R S5 A I ISI0ES JE 35 1 AP ORI E30E,  wb IR Uk B ol —

M T

70



APCBE e /N LT AR EUREG I, BB BRI F Al aF=F 50 2E A
BAERE, b ey ERJE A B E AR D3 E 7, AR LTt
A RAET B 7 ARG AL T E L EE SR A OB T A, Al
LM AR 2] T B G —R, A FRRAEFEERSFHIEAM, HN
TORIVNILT, G ER AT, T e s BB R AN — A 15— TR AAT
LN 2~ A LHTOE SRt sid2 1 1

BRI BN LT AE I IE, Al fl T 5 — R T R R AR 1
o b, HETT & T HANCHIK 1 — Sk he At i & 728 1 =18, Al &K
% o BERZJE M ARG B AR PSS W, EORELRITE AR, (HAE TR LR
B, T RRdr, BERBEE LMK BME . FRIB K2
W, NTRBRG B, R EAMEEME LIRS TANLT, BEEES
—PERTL g TR, M AN LR B T SRR AR . A R AR e
frf A uf LRI ERER, Wi Bl BERERIE—ERR, Ak EwE
K AR gy 1 A =R R AR, BT — URIE B4 R
ERETE B

bR FJR RILFE R 7, KL T a2 BEMIE B SRS SR IUER K
BE TR, NLTERZATE A EA M = MBI AR B RA ML T
—IERML. BRI ATED T, MR+ ar B RIS, SREER
BF T HCHEIER#G BN, PR —X 70 B R AR S N — RS S e —
&, AR NATEIR A BN A 2 B — DMEA DR IEAE AT
Goy Mg~ EHOTBEE TSy, SR T AT EAM. B, BT
W25 KL AT F 25 7 /8N)LTF o ABERUE, /L8 3 AN
“HUR” BANA T CCREET YL, E LSRR

71



The Princess and the Firewood Collector

An old woman had two sons. Her younger son made a living for himself and
his mother collecting fuel. One day on the way home he met a tornado, waved his
axe at it, and a shoe suddenly dropped down from it. He took it to the market and
sold it for a high price.

The shoe belonged to a princess who had recently disappeared. Later people
were informed that the princess was lost. Meanwhile, one of the king’s servants
saw the shoe in the market and had gotten all the details from the merchant who
had bought the shoe. The firewood collector was arrested and ordered to find the
princess or his whole family would be punished.

After a long walk, the firewood collector came to an unfamiliar place where
some people were crying and others were laughing. The firewood collector asked
them what they were doing. He was told that they had to guard a temple in turns.
The people who were crying were supposed to guard the temple that night, and the
ones laughing did not have to go there that night. The firewood collector said,
“Bring me an iron bow and arrow and | will stay at the temple tonight.”

A demon arrived at the temple that night in a strong wind and terrible sound.
The firewood collector used all his strength to notch and shoot an arrow at it. The
demon vanished in a huge gust of wind. Early next morning, the firewood collector
told the villagers that the demon was destroyed, and that he had to go after the
princess. He then followed drops of blood and finally entered a high and wide cave
where he found the princess herding sheep. “How can | get to the other side of this
river?” asked the firewood collector.

The princess said, “Just say, ‘White goat | need to cross to the other side of the
river. Give me a way to get over please!’”

“How can | make sheep and yaks get in their stables?” asked the firewood
collector.

“Just say, ‘Horses get into the horse stable, yaks get into yak stable,”” the pri
ncess said.

“How can | take the demon’s soul?” asked the firewood collector.

“There is a mole like a sheep on her neck and an ant nest on the stove. Her life
can be taken by either hitting the mole or destroying the ant nest. She was hurt
before and is now recovering. I must drink a bowl of milk and lick her wound
every day till she recovers,” the princess said.

After putting the livestock in the right places, the firewood collector and the
princess killed a dog and took its tongue with them. When they got to the demon,
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they rubbed the dog tongue on the demon’s wound. “Why is your tongue so rough
tonight? Please lick my wound after you drink a bowl of milk,” ordered the demon.

The firewood collector did so and said to the demon again, “You have lice in
your hair. I’ll help you catch them.” Then he cut off the mole on the demon’s neck,
boiled some water, and poured the hot water on the ant nest. A serpent came out off
the nest and he killed it, and thus the demon died.

The firewood collector and the princess decided to leave the cave. When they
reached the mouth of the cave, the firewood collector’s elder brother was waiting
and helped take the princess out of the cave but covered the entrance before his
brother could get out. The elder brother then pretended to be the one who had
saved the princess.

The princess knew that the man who had saved her was left behind and refused
to speak. Everyone assumed the demon had struck her dumb. The firewood
collector found an iron vase in the cave. He hit it with a hammer and a serpent
came out. He was frightened by the serpent and fainted. When he revived he said,
“You can eat me if you want.”

The serpent said, “No, no. | was controlled by the demon and you liberated
me.” The firewood collector then followed the serpent and realized that the serpent
was the son of the Naga King, Gtsug na rin chen. The Naga King later gave half of
his wealth to the firewood collector, who then lived happily with a naga wife.

One day the firewood collector asked his wife, “Is there a way that I can go to
the land above?”

His wife replied, “If you go you will not return!”” He promised he would return,
and thus his wife gave him three colored, folded papers, and said that he would
need them in the world above. When the firewood collector got to the outside
world, his elder brother saw him and ordered his people to imprison him. The
firewood collector was put in jail. He held the folded papers and a rainbow
appeared atop the jail. The princess saw the rainbow, curiously came to the jail,
and found the man who had truly saved her.

Both the firewood collector and the princess were shocked into stillness.
Everyone around them were surprised to see the princess behaving this way when
she saw the prisoner. The princess then broke her silence and told the whole story,
and thus the firewood collector got half of the king’s wealth and they lived happily
after receiving wealth from both kings.
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The Magic Bowl

Once a poor mother and a son lived together. While other villagers went
shopping in preparation for Tibetan New Year, they stayed at home. Finally, the
mother took out all their money — three copper coins — and told the son to buy
something for New Year.

The son took the money and set out. On the way to the local market, he saw
some children who had caught a little dog. They were trying to kill it. He took a
copper coin and said, “If you let the little dog live, I’ll give you this copper coin.”
The children were pleased to see the money and left.

Halfway to town, he saw another group of children trying to kill a cat. He did
the same thing and saved the cat.

When he was almost in the town, he saw some fishermen who had caught a
fish. He then sacrificed his last copper coin and saved the fish. He held the fish in
his hands and, as he thought over his journey, the fish flopped about and slipped
into the river. “Oh, even though you escaped, | won’t try to kill you because | have
used my only copper coin to save your life,” he said emotionally.

After a while, a white man riding a white horse approached and said, “You
saved my life, so please ride my horse. | will take you to my father. He’ll offer you
much gold, silver, and silk. Don’t accept them because they become soil and stones
above ground. If he asks what you want, bravely ask for the bowl on the shelf. It
can provide you whatever you want.” The poor son agreed. The white man ordered
him to close his eyes for a moment, and when he opened them, he was in a sea, the
realm of water deities.

The son saw huge frogs and enormous serpents but showed no fear. Then he
met the king of water deities who offered him much silk to express his gratitude for
saving the fish but the boy refused. The king then tried to give him boxes of silver
and gold, but the son also refused. The king was astonished by the son’s reaction
and asked what he wanted.

The son answered, “I want the bowl on your shelf.”

“l would not give this bowl to anyone else, but since you saved my son, you
may have it.” The king offered the bowl. He then ordered his son to take the visitor
back to land.

When the son got home, his mother asked what he had purchased for the New
Year. The son showed her the puppy dog and cat. “While others buy delicious food,
you intend to slaughter these two little living things for our New Year meal?” his
mother said.
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The son showed the bowl to his mother and said, “We can get whatever we
need from this bowl.” The mother was pleased and they lived comfortably for a
long time. The son later decided he needed a wife and asked his mother to propose
to the king’s daughter on his behalf. “The king won’t even give his daughter to a
prince so why would he agree to your proposal?” she said in amazement.

“Maybe he will agree,” the son said hopefully and his mother decided to try.
The son escorted his mother to the other side of the river that flowed between their
home and the palace. The mother wandered around the palace for a long time but
failed to see the king.

The next day the mother wandered around the palace as the day before. The
king noticed her and sent a minister to find out what she was doing. The mother
truthfully reported that she wanted the princess to be her daughter-in-law.

“l have never agreed to let my daughter marry other princes so why would |
accept your strange offer?” the king replied deprecatingly. “But if you insist on
proposing, | order you to build an iron bridge between your home and the palace,
with iron trees on the sides with birds and insects. White and red carpets should
cover the bridge. I’ll kill you and your son if this is not completed by tomorrow
morning.”

When the mother anxiously repeated what the king had said, the son sent her
to bed without showing any emotions. The son stared at the bowl that night and
said, “lron bridge,” and an iron bridge stretched to the palace. A bit later, trees,
birds, and carpets appeared, just as the king ordered. At daybreak, the king saw the
bridge, trees, birds, insects, and carpets had appeared, just as he had demanded.
There was no way to retract the powerful words he had spoken, and thus the
princess and the poor son married.

After a long time, the princess’s maidservant learned the bowl was the source
of power and reported to the king, “The mother and the son became rich because
they have a magic bowl that gives them whatever they ask for. Your Majesty, you
have a bowl in your storeroom that looks similar, I’ll exchange it for you.” The
maidservant then stole the magic bowl, and the mother and the son became as poor
as before and the princess left them.

The cat and dog decided to steal the magic bowl from the king’s palace. The
dog carried the cat on his back and crossed the river. When they reached the palace,
the dog watched the door while the cat went in to find the bowl. The cat learned
that the king had an army of mice guarding the bowl. The cat stole some dried beef,
and went back to share the beef with the dog and to explain what he had seen.
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During the night, the cat bravely slept at the gate of the mice’s house. The
mouse armies peed on the cat’s head, pulled its tail, and played many tricks on it,
but the cat pretended to be dead. When the mice king came to check if the cat was
really dead, the cat suddenly jumped up, bit the mice king on the neck, and
frightened the mice king into returning the bowl.

The cat put the bowl on its head and rode on the dog back across the river.
Before they reached the riverbank, the cat lifted its head and the bowl fell into the
water. They were so ashamed about their failure that they decided to leave their
home when they reached the bank. The cat explained what had happened.

“I’m going to live on mice in the forest,” the cat said.

“I’ll survive by eating dead fish here and continue looking for the bowl,” the
dog said.

One day, the dog found the bowl in the belly of a dead fish. Then it called the
cat in the forest, they crossed the river carefully, gave the bowl to the mother and
the son, and then again enjoyed a comfortable life.
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The Dog-man

Long ago, there were a poor man with three daughters and a rich dog. The
poor man borrowed a box of barley from this rich dog. Later, the poor man could
not repay the rich dog. One day the dog said, “If you can’t return my barley, you
must give me one of your daughters.”

The poor man agreed and gave his oldest daughter to the rich dog. While at the
rich man’s home, she went to fetch water and returned with little water. She went
to collect fuel and returned with very little fuel. Whenever they cooked meat, the
daughter of the poor man ate all the flesh and gave the bones to the rich dog.

Then the dog thought, “I must return this girl to her father,” took the girl to her
father, and said that he did not need her. The poor man still had no barley to give
the dog and asked if he could give his second daughter instead of barley. The dog
agreed. When she got to the dog’s home, she behaved as had her sister, and was
also returned to her father.

The poor man had no choice but to give the youngest girl to the rich dog, who
agreed to take her. This girl was different from her two sisters. She went to fetch
water and returned with much water. When she went to collect fuel she returned
with much fuel. When they cooked meat, she ate bones with little flesh and gave
bones with much flesh to the rich dog. The dog was pleased with her and they lived
a happy life together.

One day, the local king organized a feast and invited all the locals. The dog
dressed his wife in fancy clothes and jewelry and sent her to the feast. When she
was gone, the dog removed his dog skin, put on red silk clothes, and rode a red
horse to the king’s feast. After the feast, he returned home before his wife and put
his dog skin back on. When the wife returned, the dog asked her, “How was the
feast today? Who was there?”

“A man in red silk clothes rode a red horse. He was a good singer, a good rider,
and also a good archer. He excelled in so many ways that nobody could compare,”
said the poor man’s daughter.

The next day, the girl again dressed in beautiful clothes and jewelry and left
for the king’s feast. The dog took off his dog skin, put on yellow silk clothes, and
rode a yellow horse to the king’s feast. In the afternoon, he returned home early,
put on his dog skin, and waited for the girl. When she returned he asked, “Who was
the best man at the feast today?”

“It was the same man as yesterday. Today he wore yellow silk clothes and
rode a yellow horse. Nobody compared to him,” replied the girl.
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On the third day, the girl dressed in beautiful clothes and jewelry and left for
the feast. The dog removed his dog skin, put on white silk clothes, and rode a white
horse to the king’s feast. The rich man returned home early and waited for the girl.
When she got home, the rich man asked, “Who was the best man at the feast
today?”

“It was the same man as the previous two days. He wore white silk clothes
and rode a white horse. Unfortunately, he fell off his horse and broke his teeth,”
replied the girl. The rich dog burst out laughing and the girl saw that his front teeth
were broken. She realized that the dog was actually a real man, and is a man in
dog’s appearance. The girl then pretended to go out to work one day, returned and
saw his dog skin in the room. She burned the dog skin secretly and then they lived
a happy life together.
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A Baby Monkey Steals a Pair of Shoes

Many monkeys lived in a remote mountain valley in a dense forest. One
naughty baby monkey tramped to the end of the valley where he saw children
playing. He thought that if he could have a pair of shoes like the children wore, he
would be able to play like them. Then he snuck into a nearby village to steal a pair
of shoes, but did not find any.

The children returned to their homes at dusk and the little monkey resolved
anew to steal a pair of shoes. After a long time searching, trying to be as quiet as
possible, he finally found a pair of shoes that a child had left on a windowsill. The
monkey stole the shoes, put them on when he reached the edge of the forest, and
then returned home.

One day a hungry lion slowly snuck up on the baby monkey, hoping to eat him.
All the other monkeys promptly climbed the trees to escape. But the baby monkey
could not climb the tree because he was wearing a pair of shoes. At the very last
moment, his mother jumped down from a tree top and saved him.

As his mother removed his shoes she said, "From today, you must be obedient
to your parents and not tramp around without our permission. Follow our own
customs and don’t adopt others’ customs."
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The Mare’s Son

Long ago, a mare gave birth to a boy. When he grew up he was called Mare’s
Son. One day he made a bow and arrows and went to hunt in the forest. When he
arrived in the middle of the forest, he saw smoke, hesitated for a bit, shot into the
smoke, and then a man as dark as charcoal appeared out of the smoke.

“Why do you interrupt my meditation? Birds are not allowed to fly and rich
men are not allowed to pass here. Why are you bothering me?” said the dark man.

“I’m sorry. Can we be friends?” replied Mare’s Son. The dark man agreed and
said he was Big Head, Pine Tree’s son.

The two men walked for a long time until they noticed smoke billowing from
some slate. They both shot arrows into it and a man as green as turquoise came out
of the smoke and said, “Why did you interrupt my meditation? Birds are not
allowed to fly and rich men are not allowed to pass here. Why are you bothering
me?”

“We’re so sorry. Can we be friends?” the men asked. The green man agreed.
His name was Flat Head, Son of Slate.

After a long trip, they reached an old empty house in a desolate valley. To
their surprise, every time they returned to the house after a day of hunting, a
delicious meal awaited them and the house had been cleaned. One day they decided
to learn what was happening while they were out.

The next morning, Big Head pretended to go hunting but stayed behind the
door. Three birds flew to the ground and turned into three pretty young girls, who
cooked, cleaned the house, and turned back into birds and then flew away. Big
Head reported what he had seen when Mare’s Son and Son of Slate returned from
hunting.

Son of Slate stayed at home the next morning. The three birds came, turned
into three beautiful girls, cooked, cleaned the house, and then flew away.

On the third day, Mare’s Son stayed behind. Three birds came, turned into
three girls, leaving their bird bodies, but while they were cooking and cleaning the
house, he took the three birds’ bodies and threw them into a river. When dusk came,
the three girls could not turn back into birds and so began living with the three men.
The three men discovered that they were the daughters of the sun, moon and stars.

To their dismay, every time they returned home from hunting, the girls had
become thinner. Once again, the men decided to watch and learn what was
happening.
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Pine Tree’s son stayed on the first day. An old woman came and picked lice
from the girls’ heads. Nothing else happened. When Mare’s Son and Son of Slate
returned, he told them what he had seen.

The second day, Son of Slate stayed home. The old woman came with a basket
on her back and the same actions were repeated.

Mare’s Son stayed on the third day. The old woman came, put the basket
outside the door, and then entered the house. Mare’s Son realized she was a ghost
and was not picking lice but sucking the girls’ blood. While the old woman was
sucking blood, he replaced the iron fire-pit pincer with a wooden pincer; the metal
chain with a wooden one, and her copper fangs with wooden fangs—the contents
of her basket. Then he approached the old woman.

“Are you Mare’s Son?” said the old woman.

“Yes,” he replied. She had tried to escape as soon as she heard this, but Mare’s
Son stopped her. The old woman fell to the ground, took the pincer from the basket,
but when she tried to attack him she discovered the pincer was broken. She then
tried to use the chain to tie him but it had been cut. She tried to use the copper
fangs and they were broken as well. He then took the iron pincer and nipped her.
She shouted, “Damn it, that’s mine!” He then used the metal chain to bind her. She
shouted, “Damn it, that’s mine!” He took the copper fangs and bit her. She shouted,
“Damn it, that’s mine, too!”

Afterwards, he cut off eight of the old woman ghost’s nine heads and tied her
to a gigantic tree. The two other hunters returned and went to see the old woman
ghost after dinner. They found that the ghost pulled up the tree and escaped. They
followed the trail of blood to a very deep cavity in the ground. They discussed
how to follow her. Pine Tree’s son offered to go first with a rope tied around his
waist. He said, “When | say “It’s not right,” pull me up.” Soon he shouted, “It’s not
right! 1t’s not right!” and they pulled him up. Then Son of Slate tried to go down,
but after a while he was also pulled up.

Eventually Mare’s Son picked up the iron fire-pit pincer, the metal chain, and
the copper fangs. He said “When | say ‘It’s not right,” you must pull me up.” After
a little while, he shouted, “It’s not right! It’s not right!” but the other two were
jealous and left him at the bottom of the cavity, in the underworld.

Mare’s Son walked for a very long time and finally met a girl herding a flock
of sheep. “What are you doing here?” asked Mare’s Son.

“I’m a herder. Where are you going?” said the girl.

“I’m just a wanderer,” said the Mare’s Son. They talked for a long time while
the girl looked for lice on his head. She eventually said, “Mother went to the
human world, and met a man named Mare’s Son who cut eight of her nine heads
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off. The heads are growing back and | need to lick the wounds to cure them after
drinking a bowl of milk. Soon she will be able to return to the human world and
take revenge.”

“Where is your mother’s soul?” he asked her.

“It is a bowl of ants above the fireplace and a needle below the fireplace,” said
the girl.

Mare’s Son Killed the girl, put on her clothing, and then drove the sheep back
to the old woman’s home.

He said, “Mother, where should I take the sheep?”

“Do as before,” said the old woman.

“Mother, where is the bowl of milk?” he said.

“It’s in the same place,” said the old woman.

He gathered a dog’s tongue, a sheep’s tongue, and a yak’s tongue. Soon after
he drank the bowl of the milk, he approached the old woman. He licked her
wound with the yak’s tongue. She said, “Oh, it’s so rough! Go drink another bowl
of milk and come back.”

Mare’s Son said, “OK, Mother, today | told too many stories,” went back,
had another more bowl of milk, and then licked the wound with the sheep’s
tongue.

“Damn, it’s still too rough. Go have another bowl of milk and come back,”
said the old woman ghost.

“OK, Mother. | ate too many fruit today, no wonder it’s rough,” said Mare’s
Son. He drank another bowl of milk and then returned and licked her wounds with
the dog’s tongue.

“That’s comfortable,” said the old woman.

Mare’s Son next threw the bowl of ants into the fire and broke the needle. He
snipped the old woman ghost with her iron fire-pit pincers and the old woman
shouted, “Damn it, that’s mine!” He then pricked her with the copper fangs and
she again shouted, “Damn it, that’s my mine!" Finally, Mare’s Son tied her up
with the iron chain and killed her.

On his way home, he encountered an eagle’s nest atop a gigantic tree and a
serpent crawling underneath. He killed the snake, made a pillow from it, and tried
to take a nap. An eagle flew over his head making loud sounds with its wings and
landed atop the tree. The eagle saw that her chicks were safe, wondered who had
saved them, looked down under the tree, and saw Mare’s Son. “Who are you?”
said the eagle.
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“I’m from the upper world and I need to return, but I have killed the snake so
I am unable to go. Please help me reach the upper world,” said Mare’s Son.

“It’s easy to take you there, but first you must kill 108 birds and bring them
to me. You have saved my children, so I’ll surely help you,” said the eagle.

Mare’s Son killed only 107 birds and returned, but did not tell the eagle that
he needed one more bird. While he was riding on the eagle’s back, he fed the
eagle dead birds as it turned its head, one by one. When they had nearly reached
the upper world the dead birds were finished, so Mare’s Son had to cut out one of
his kneecaps to feed the eagle.

When they reached the upper world, Mare’s Son got off the eagle and limped
away, dragging the leg he had injured.

“What’s wrong with your leg?” said the eagle.

“l only killed 107 birds, so | had to cut out my kneecap to feed you,” said
Mare’s Son.

“OK, hit my back with your fist and I will vomit it up,” said the eagle.

Mare’s Son did as the eagle said, the kneecap came out of her mouth and he
put it back. From then on, men could bend their knees.
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The Golden Spindle

An old man had three daughters. He herded everyday, and while he was
herding, he also spun wool. One day, accidently the man’s gold spindle tumbled
into a hole where a snake lived. He asked the snake to return his gold spindle,
and cried in sadness. The snake answered, “If you offer one of your daughters to
be my wife, I’ll return your spindle.”

The old man tearfully returned home and said, “The only property | have of
any value is the gold spindle, and it fell down into the snake’s home. He
demands that | offer him one of my daughters to be his wife or he will not
return the gold spindle.”

The old man sadly told this to his elder daughter as she was making bean
flour gruel.

She was furious, beat her father with the scoop, and shouted, “I don’t even
want to marry a human above the ground so why should | marry a reptile under
the ground?”

The old man went to his middle daughter and asked her to marry the snake
as she was making noodles. She also refused, beat him with chopsticks, and
gave the same response.

Finally, the old man asked his youngest daughter to marry the snake,
explaining the situation while she was cooking porridge, “Father, don’t worry
and have a bowl of porridge. I’ll obey you and marry the snake,” said the
daughter, delighting the old man.

The youngest daughter married the snake and her father got the gold
spindle back. Beyond their expectations, she had a very happy life with the
snake. The baby snakes always made happy sounds near her when she fetched
water with a bucket on her back in the mornings. The old man was also pleased
when he saw that his obedient daughter was happy and complained to his two
elder daughters, “Your youngest sister enjoys her happy life even though she
married a snake. Even without your help, I got the golden spindle back.”

The two elder sisters were jealous and killed the youngest sister when she
was fetching water by the river. They put on the youngest sister’s clothes and
carried water back to the snake’s house. When they reached the gate, they called
to the baby snakes, asking them to open the door. The baby snakes made happy
sounds and opened the door. The elder sisters were scared and hit them with soil,
so the snhakes rushed back into their house and shut the door. Eventually they
realized the sisters were not their mother. They then asked them to bring their
mother back, crying and yelling.
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The youngest daughter was eventually reincarnated as a bird by the river.
One day, the king’s stable-boy drove livestock to the riverbank where the bird
did not let them eat the grass or drink by flapping its wings in their faces while
chirping, “Don’t drink spoiled water, don’t eat stained grass. This is the place
where a woman was killed by her sisters.” The stable-boy then drove the
livestock back home without watering them.

As the stable-boy arrived, the king scolded, “Don’t you see the livestock
have dried dung? You didn’t water them well.”

The stable-boy explained what the bird had said. The next day, the king
drove the livestock to the river bank. The bird chirped, flapped its wings and
again did not let them drink water.

“If you are a divine bird, please land on my right shoulder. If you are an
evil bird, land on my left,” the king said to the bird. The bird then landed on his
right shoulder. The king thought it must be a divine bird, took it home, and put
it on the gate lintel.

One day, the king invited many guests, including all the civilians under his
administration, to a party. The bird kept silent until the two sisters came and then
it shat on them. The sisters then twisted its neck and Killed it, leaving it behind
the door.

The bird then reincarnated behind the door as a bush with thorns.It
contracted its branches and did not hurt when guests arrived, but when the two
sisters entered, it extended its branches and injured them. The sisters then cut it
off and angrily burned it in the fireplace, where it suddenly became a gold
spindle. At the time, an old woman came for some fire and she took the spindle
home as soon as she noticed it in the pit. The old woman thought it was very
special and kept it in a nice box. After seven days the spindle became an oval,
and after seven more days, it had become a beautiful girl. Then they lived
together, enjoying a happy life happily ever after.
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The Little Lamb

One day, an ewe told its lamb that she would go collect grass and told the lamb
to stay at home and not open the door after she left with a basket.

While the ewe was away, a wolf went to the ewe’s home, pretending to be the
ewe, and said, “Little lamb, I’m your mother. Please open the door.”

“My mother isn’t like you. She’s white,” replied the little lamb.

The wolf went to white soil, rolled back and forth, and came back covered in
white. The wolf said, “Little lamb, please open the door for your mother.”

“My mother is unlike you. She’s black,” said the little lamb.

The wolf went to black soil, rolled back and forth, returned and said, “Little
lamb, please open the door for your mother.”

The lamb responded, “My mother is different from you. She’s red.” The wolf
then went to red soil, rolled back and forth, returned to the lamb, and said, “Little
lamb, please open the door for your mother.”

The lamb thought that she should open the door, did so, and then hid under a
wooden vessel. The wolf called the lamb many times but the lamb remained quiet.
The wolf got closer to the wooden vessel, sat on it, and then farted. The lamb said,
“Farting-king Wolf.”

The wolf realized that the lamb was hiding under the wooden vessel and said,
“Oh! You’re here. | was looking for you and couldn’t find you,” as he was attempt
to eat the lamb, they heard the ewe coming and the wolf escaped away.

The ewe returned home with a basket of grass and said, “Little lamb! Please
open the door for your mother.” The lamb came and opened the door. As she said
wolf came here and just escaped, the ewe was shocked and said, “I told you not to
open the door! This is the result of opening the door to strangers. Now we must
find a way to kill the wolf.”

The ewe and the lamb then dug two big holes. They put fire in one hole and
soil in the other one. They covered one hole with a white carpet and the other with
a red carpet. They put a table beside the carpets. While the ewe was preparing a
meal for the wolf, she said to the lamb, “Let’s kill the wolf today,” and sent the
lamb to invite the wolf.

The lamb went to the wolf’s home and said, “Uncle Wolf, my mother has
invited you for breakfast.”

“l don’t want to go. I’m full today,” said the wolf.

“My mother said you must come today,” insisted the lamb and brought the
wolf back for breakfast.
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The ewe said, “Uncle Wolf, please sit on the red carpet.” The wolf sat on the
red carpet and dropped into the hole. The ewe and the lamb then put fire on the
wolf and killed him. After that, the ewe and lamb lived happily ever after.
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An Old Lady and the Demon

An old lady and a demon lived together like sisters, each with their only
daughter. One day the old lady died and was reborn as one of their cows, although
the family was not aware of it. Following her death, the demon treated the old
lady’s daughter badly, ordering her to herd the cow, fetch bundles of firewood, and
spin wool.

Although the demon and her daughter mistreated the girl, the cow secretly
fried bread for her daughter every day and instructed her daughter to eat it all
before she returned home. However, one evening she went home with some
leftover bread in her bag. The demon discovered the bread, and asked the girl
where she got it. The girl answered truthfully.

The next morning, the demon’s daughter took the cow out to graze while the
old lady’s daughter stayed at home. The demon’s daughter did not collect firewood
or spin wool, she just wanted to eat fried bread, but the cow ran around the whole
time and the girl did not have a chance to rest. When she returned home that night,
she told her mother that it was hard to herd the cow and it would be best to
slaughter it and enjoy the meat.

The cow overheard the conversation between the demon and her daughter and
instructed her daughter, “If they kill me tomorrow, ask the butcher for my heart,
lungs, and intestines and bury them near the door. Then look for them a few days
later.” The next morning, the butcher slaughtered the cow and the cow’s daughter
did as her mother had instructed.

The king’s family looked for a wife for the prince sometime later. They invited
all the young girls of the kingdom to attend an eighteen day party. The demon
mixed a box of rapeseed and hemp together, and told the old lady’s daughter she
could not attend the party until she had separated the seeds, then left for the party
with her daughter.

Meanwhile, the old lady had been reborn as a little bird and lived near their
house. She went to her daughter and urged her to dig up the heart, lungs, and
intestines buried near the door. The daughter dug them up and found a beautiful
pair of shoes and a robe with a sash.

The bird said, “I’ll do the housework for you, while you go to the king’s party.
Wear this robe and these shoes, and come home earlier than the demon and her
daughter.” The girl then went to the party while her mother did the housework.

When she arrived at the party, the demon’s daughter said, “Mother, that looks
like the old lady’s daughter.”
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The demon knew the girl could not have finished her task and said, “No, she
is at home busy separating seeds.” She did not realize that this was indeed the old
lady’s daughter and gave it no more thought.

The young girl enjoyed herself so much she had to hurry to get home before
the demon and her daughter. As she ran, she lost one of her shoes. Someone from
the king’s family found it and it was decided that the prince should marry the girl
who could put on the shoe. A search then began for the girl who could put on the
shoe.

When they reached the demon’s house, the demon’s daughter tried to put the
shoe on, but it did not fit her no matter how hard she tried. Then the old lady’s
daughter tried, it fit her foot perfectly, and she was then declared the prince’s bride-
to-be.

The demon said to her daughter a few days later, “Your sister will soon marry
and leave us. We will go for a farewell picnic as departure party.” So the three
then went for a picnic on a forested mountain. During the picnic, the demon gave
butter to her daughter. She broke three snake eggs in a bowl and forced the old
lady’s daughter to drink it. Afterwards, the young girl’s belly got bigger and bigger.
Apparently she was pregnant with snakes. The demon drove the girl from their
home and said that she had no right to marry, because of her pregnancy, hoping
that her daughter could marry the prince.

As the old lady’s homeless daughter was wandering, she met a servant at the
gate of king’s home. The servant asked her if she could watch the pigs and she
agreed. She then stayed and slept in the pigsty at the gate of the king’s palace. One
night, the king came out to pee and saw the young girl surrounded by rainbows and
colored lights. He asked his servant about the girl, and the servant explained that
she watched the pigs.

“She is an uncommon person. Call her in,” said the king. The king then asked
about her past, and girl told everything honestly, including her pregnancy with
snakes. The king soaked a peacock feather in butter, removed three poisonous
snakes from her belly, with the soaked feather, put them in three big pots, and fed
them.

Several days later, the king sent a message to the demon to send the bride to
him. The bride’s relatives came with the demon’s daughter as invited. The king put
the three big pots with snakes in front of them. When the snakes came out during
the wedding party, the bride’s relatives were enraged and said the king did not
respect them, since they were also unaware of the demon’s evil deeds.

Finally, the king explained everything to the relatives, killed the demon and
her daughter, and then the old lady’s daughter lived happily with them.
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The Old Man and the Bull Skin

An old man had a son and a bull. The old man told his son, “After | die, wrap
my corpse in the bull skin, and carry it around the village three times. Then you
will discover something.”

When the old man passed away, the son wrapped his corpse in the bull skin,
carried it around the village three times, opened it, and discovered a gold tiger. The
son then went to Lhasa carrying the gold tiger. He cut the golden tiger into three
pieces and offered them to three famous lamas so they would pray for his deceased
father. The first lama gave him a sword, the second gave him a wheel, and the third
lama gave him a bag of sand. He then set out for his home carrying these things.

During his travels, he asked an old woman to let him stay in her home. She
said, “I’ll let you stay for one night. There is an empty building here in the village
and every night one girl must go there. No one ever returned. My daughter must go
there tonight after dinner. Can you go instead of her? ”

He promised the old woman that he would, and then left. He found a queen in
the empty hall who said, “The girls who come to protect me always vanish before
the next morning.” After the queen slept, her face became red, and slowly two
snakes slithered out of her nose. The man immediately cut them into pieces with
the sword and wheel given by the lamas, but the snakes joined back together again
and again. The he cut the snakes into pieces and poured the bag of sand on the
pieces, which prevented the pieces from rejoining, thus the snakes were finally
killed.

The boy eventually married the old woman’s daughter and they lived happily
ever after.
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The Old Couple and Two Children

An old couple had a son and a daughter and owned only a cow and a few
hens. One day the old woman secretly said to her husband, “If we could get rid of
these children, we would have two cups of milk and two eggs for ourselves every
day.” The husband agreed.

“We’ll take you to a beautiful place to play tomorrow,” the old couple said
and the old woman prepared food for the children to eat on the way.

When the bright sun rose in the east the next morning, the husband took them
a long way from home and said, “Play here. | need to go some distance away.
When | wave my hand by the mountain pass, please come. I’ll be waiting there.”

Then he left and put a stick in the ground with a piece of cloth tied to it at the
mountain pass where a small zigzag path passed through. The children played until
evening. When darkness was about to swallow the earth, the elder sister saw the
cloth flapping in the wind and thought their father was waving his hands.

“We need to go now, Brother,” said the girl and they headed back toward their
home.

When they reached the mountain pass, they realized they had been tricked by
their parents and were very sad. They had no idea what to do. Fortunately they
found a piece of bread on the ground and dug up the ground under the bread with
their fingers. The ground suddenly sank revealing a deep hole underground. They
went in and found the house of a demon.

“Where shall we sleep?” the brother asked.

“Let’s sleep on the ceiling tonight,” the sister replied.

Soon the demon and her son returned. The boy asked, “Is that the smell of
something living in our house today?”

“Aren’t we alive?” his mother said.

The boy insisted something was different and said, “Someone with an instep
entered our house.”

“Don’t we have insteps?” asked his mother.

“These are different,” said the devil son.

“Will we sleep in the pot or on the heated bed?” he asked his mother, and then
they slept on the heated bed as the son wished.

Later the younger brother asked, “I must pee. What shall | do? | must pee!”

“Pee little by little,” instructed his sister.

The younger brother peed as his sister advised. Urine then dribbled on the bed.
The demon and her son thought it was raining outside and moved into the pot to
sleep.
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The two siblings then covered the pot, put the gold grind stone on the lid, lit a
fire under the pot and kept it burning until next morning as the demon mother and
devil son screamed and struggled inside. When dawn came they opened the pot and
realized that the demon mother and her son had changed into two brooms, which
they used to clean all the dirt from the house. Luckily, there was also a magic mill
that produced silk when it turned clockwise and generated other treasures when it
was turned counter-clockwise. Eventually they became very rich and lived
wonderful happy lives.

One day, they saw their parents begging. The brother said, “They are our
parents” to his sister.

“No, they aren’t ours. Even if they were, because they didn’t take care of us,
we have no responsibility for them.”

“No matter how bad they were in the past, they are still our parents,” the
brother said. Finally they agreed to take care of them and invited them to their
home. The ensuing days then had passed with endless happiness.
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A Poor Mother and Her Daughter

An old lady had a daughter named Sang gi “du li ma. One day, an old-man
headed toward their house, hoping to water his yak. He saw a rabbit and asked it to
find out the girl’s name. The rabbit saw a spindle on the way to the house and told
the old man the girl’s name was Spindle. The old man did not believe the rabbit
and angrily threatened to kill the rabbit if he did not learn the girl’s real name.
Then, the rabbit stayed by the gate where the old-lady and her daughter lived.

“Sang gi "du li ma, please make that rabbit go away,” the old-lady said to her
daughter.

The rabbit thus learnt the girl’s name and reported it to the old-man. When the
girl came near the old man and rabbit, the old man asked, “Where should I go if I
want to cross this river where it begins and where | should go if | want to cross it
where it ends?”

“Go the mountain peak if you want to cross the river where it begins and go
down to the ocean if you want to cross the river where it ends,” answered the girl.

When the girl told her mother what she had said to the old man, her mother
was unhappy, scolded her for lying, and told her to go find the old man and tell him
the truth.

“Just walk through the river,” she told him when she found him. “Even rabbits
walk through the river.”

The old man then went to the old lady’s house and asked to marry her
daughter.

“l can’t let her marry you,” the old lady replied, “I depend on her to help me
make a living.”

The old man assured her that there was nothing for her to worry about. Then
he promised he would meet all her needs. He even promised to take care of her
funeral rituals after she died. Her daughter argued with her mother as well,
complaining that it was not right to have to stay at home and remain single when
she had a suitor. Under such duress, the old lady agreed to let her daughter marry
and when the old man returned home, Sang gi "du li ma was with him.

When they reached the old-man’s house, Sang gi “du li ma discovered that
there was another girl of her age living with the old-man. Later, the old man
murdered the other girl and cooked soup using chunks of her flesh. When the soup
finished cooking he filled one bowl with it for himself and another bowl for Sang
gi “du li ma. They sat down to eat. Sang gi "du li ma pretended to eat, but when the
old man was not looking she secretly threw her soup into the fire-pit.
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The next day, the old-man left on his horse. Once he was gone, an old woman
came out of the fire-pit and said, “I ate the food you threw into the fire-pit
yesterday. I’ve come to express my gratitude. You must leave. | am this man’s
mother and | can tell you that he has gone to get another young girl. When he
returns, he will murder you just as he murdered the girl who was here when you
arrived. He will eat you if he returns with another girl when he comes back today.
Please take the skin from my head and cover your face with it. Escape from here
quickly. If you meet him on the way, he’ll ask you where you’re going. Tell him
you are going for meat and milling.”

Sang gi “du li ma followed these instructions and fled the cannibal’s cave. She
met the old man on the way, but escaped by repeating what the old lady had
advised her to say.

When the old man got home, he realized that the girl he had met on the road
was Sang gi “du li ma. He then set out to catch her and bring her back.

While she was fleeing, the girl met some hunters and pleaded with them. As
the cannibal got close to the hunters, they invited him to have tea with them.

“No,” he replied, “I need to catch a girl.”

“Don’t worry, we’ll help you catch her, but let’s have tea first,” they said.

They had earlier dug a deep pit and covered it with a white carpet. When the
cannibal stepped onto the carpet, he fell into the pit and then the hunters buried him
alive.

After wandering for several days, Sang gi "du li ma reached a place ruled by
three kings. There sons, the princes were choosing their wives at a big party. Many
girls were in three lines. The girls in each line wore a particular color of clothes.
One line wore red clothes, another wore yellow, and the girls in the third line were
clad in white. Every girl hoped to be chosen by a prince. After some time passed,
one prince chose a girl from the white line. Another prince chose a girl from the
red line and the third prince chose Sang gi “du li ma from among the beggars who
were not in the lines.

The father of the third prince was very unhappy with his son’s choice and
shouted, “You didn’t choose from the white line, the red line, or even the yellow
line! You chose a beggar! Live by your own efforts if you want her!”

The king gave the couple an old female yak, an old ewe, and a mare, and threw
them out of the palace. After several years, the yak, the mare, and the sheep had all
given birth to many offspring and the young couple had become rich.

One day, Sang gi “du li ma said to her husband, “I want to visit my mother.”
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They discussed the idea and decided to go. When they reached her mother’s
house, Sang gi "du li ma called to her mother. “No one calls me mother anymore,”
her mother said, tears welling in her eyes, “My daughter was Killed by a cannibal.”

“No, Mother, it’s me, Sang gi "du li ma,” her daughter replied, approaching
her mother, smiling with delight. Her mother had missed her daughter so much
after she went with the cannibal, which she had cried every day until her pillow
was soaked with tears. The mother and daughter had missed one another terribly.

Sang gi ‘du li ma then took her mother to the home she shared with her
husband and they lived happily ever after.
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Thag thag Of the Forest

Long ago there lived a ghost called the Thag thag of the Forest in an area ruled
by a king who had three daughters and a yak-cow crossbreed that had metal horns.
The upper part of the cow’s body was made of gold, the middle part was made of
silver, and the lower part was made of conch. The rope passing through the cow’s
nose was made from the queen’s silk.

One day, the cow was lost and Thag thag took it to her yak enclosure and kept
it tethered. One of the king’s daughters came and asked, “Did you see a cow whose
upper part is gold, middle part is silver, lower part is conch, and has a rope through
its nose made from the queen’s silk?”

“l didn’t see any animal like that. Little girl, please come in. Eat some food
and drink some tea,” said Thag thag. Just after she entered the house, the ghost hit
the girl’s head with a stick, killing her. Then she put her corpse in a coffin. The
second girl came and asked the ghost if she had seen the cow. The ghost also killed
her and put her in the coffin. The third girl then came and asked the same question
as her sisters had. She was also invited into the house for food and tea.

Thag thag had no water in the home and said she would go fetch some. Before
she left to fetch water, the third girl used a needle and pricked the ghost’s leather
bag a hundred times. When the ghost went to fetch water, the water leaked from
the leather bag. The ghost pulled out her own teeth and hair trying to stop the leaks,
but was unsuccessful. While the ghost was away, the girl searched the house and
found an old woman, who was almost dead. She said, “Little girl, don’t stay here. |
have been a prisoner here since | came. Your cow is in the yak enclosure, your
sisters are in the coffin, and there is a crock of nectar on the stove. If you pour the
nectar on your sisters, they will return to life. Don’t stay here! Go! Go!” said the
old lady in the stove. The youngest sister resurrected the two girls and fled with the
cow. The ghost later chased the girls but she could not catch them. The three sisters
arrived home and led a happy life.
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The Two Sisters, the White Man, and the White Horse

An old couple had a daughter and a young son who did no work, he just
played everyday. The old man thought that the son was useless and just like
a pig, doing nothing and wasting food. He discussed this with his wife, who
argued that the son would be able to do things when he grew up. The old
man was still not convinced.

The old man made a box in which he intended to stuff the son. While
the old man’s wife and daughter were away, the old man put his son inside
the case with some meat, bread, and butter and then locked it, took it to a
river, threw it into the current, and left.

The old lady returned in the afternoon, when she learned that her son
had disappeared, she was frightened and asked the old man where he was.
The old man replied, “He was just now playing at the door. There was also a
Chinese merchant there, so maybe he took him,” pretending to know
nothing.

The girl looked for the case in the home and when she didn’t find it, she
ran to the river and saw the case floating in the middle of the river. She was
so sad to see her brother in the case and sang, “My little brother, please
listen, did you finish eating the bread? Did you finish eating the butter? Did
you finish eating the meat? Are your feet wet?”

Then her brother sang back, “My dear sister, my butter is almost
finished. | finished eating the bread. | almost finished eating the meat. My
feet are wet. Let’s not talk about my sadness. Please don’t stay at the river
and go home.”

On the way back home, the girl met a passerby and said, “Hello, sir,
please help get my brother out of the river. If you do, I’ll be your wife if you
need one. I’ll give you my brother if you need a son.” The man ignored her
and left.

After a while, she met a dark man on a black horse and said, “Hey, dark
man on a black horse! Please help me take my brother out of the river. If
you do, I’ll be your wife if you need one. I’ll give you my brother if you
need a son.” The dark man said he needed neither and left.

Later, she met a pale man on a white horse and said, “Hey, pale man on
a white horse! Please help me get my brother out of the river. If you do, I’'ll
be your wife if you need one. I’ll give you my brother if you need a son.”
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The passerby said, “I need a wife and a son.” Then he looked around,
found a metal hook, used the hook pull the little boy from the river, broke
the lock on the case and took the boy out and fed him tsampa. The little boy
was saved. They put him on horseback to go to the pale man’s home and
began a happy life together.

Meanwhile, the old couple had been reduced to such poverty that they
had become wandering beggars. The old couple’s son and daughter gave
them some food and sent them back home. Later, the pale man and the girl
married and lived a happy life with the little boy.
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The Woodcutter and the Princess’s Shoe

A woman and her son made a living by cutting and selling firewood. One day
when the boy was in the forest collecting wood he rested on a stone image of a lion.
Suddenly, a voice said, "Why do you always sit on me when you rest? | can bear it
no longer. Please rest on the ground and | will give you whatever you want." The
boy then asked for an ax and the lion gave him a very sharp ax. He then collected
much more wood than before.

One day, he went to the forest as usual and discovered a shining shoe in a tree.
He brought the shoe back to his village, and asked who owned the shoe. A villager
told him that it belonged to the emperor’s daughter. The son then went to the
emperor’s palace with the shoe where the emperor and the emperor recognized it as
the princess’s shoe. The emperor rewarded the boy and asked him to search for the
lost princess.

He went to the middle of a rocky mountain with some of the king’s ministers
who lowered the boy into a deep ravine with their sashes tied together. He
discovered a sleeping monster and killed the gold and silver frogs that surrounded
it. Then he killed the monster with his ax and saved the princess.

He broke an iron chain that tethered a dragon and flew to the top of the rocky
mountain. Later, he married the princess and had a happy life.
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The King and the Poor Man

An old beggar mother and her son lived in dire poverty and lived by begging
for food. The son said to his mother one morning, “Last night | dreamed of the sun
shining from my right shoulder, and the moon shining from my left shoulder. This
must be auspicious. I’m sure we won’t need to beg in the future. Please don’t tell
others about this dream when you go to enjoy the sunshine by the wall of the king’s
palace.” However, the mother was so delighted with what she had heard that she
could not control herself, and told others she met at the wall of the king’s palace.

As soon as one of the king’s servants heard the dream, he reported to the king,
who worriedly thought, “If that is the case, he will surely take control of my
kingdom.” Then he called the beggar’s son to the palace, gouged out one of his
eyes, and banished him under the watch of two ministers who wore armor. The
king dismissed them, saying, “Take him to a desolate place. Don’t return until your
armor and metal shoes are worn out.”

The two ministers took the beggar’s son and walked for days and nights.
Eventually they were tired of walking and began complaining. The boy said, “Dear
ministers, the king asked you to take me away until your armor and metal shoes are
worn out, but that’s impossible! You should rub your clothes and shoes on a rock
and then put them in water. They will then quickly become worn out and you will
be able to go home without fear of punishment from the king.”

The two ministers did as he said, and soon returned to the palace. After the
ministers left, they boy lay on the ground, using his hat as a pillow. Through his
one good eye he saw a kite carrying a baby snake. He threw a stone at the kite and,
though he did not hit it, the frightened the bird dropped the snake, which fell right
on his head. Worried that the kite would still try to catch the snake, he hid it under
his hat.

After a while, the snake said, “I’m a water deity and a black man on a black
horse will soon come and ask you if you saw a kite carrying a serpent. Don’t tell
the truth. Just reply that you are blind and can’t see anything. He is my eldest
brother and will give you nothing for saving my life. After the black man, a red
man on a red horse will come and ask you the same thing. Give the same answer.
He is my elder brother and won’t give you anything for saving my life. Next, a
white man on a white horse will come and ask you the same thing. This time tell
the truth. He is my father and he will repay your kindness. He will lead you to the
realm of water deities and offer you thousands of meters of silk and hundreds of
kilos of gold and silver. However, all those things will become stone and soil as
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soon as you return to land. Ask only for the bowl on the stove, and it will benefit
you in the future.”

The black man soon came riding a black horse and the red man came next
riding a red horse. When they asked if he had seen a kite and a serpent, he lied. He
only told the truth to the white man on a white horse. Then the white man said,
“Please come with me under the sea and I’ll give you whatever you want.”

“I’m afraid to go under the sea,” replied the boy.

The white man said, “There’s nothing to be afraid of. Close your eyes. When
you open them again, you’ll be in the realm of the water deities.” Then the white
man led him underneath the sea.

Once in the realm of the water deities, the king said, “Please tell me what you
want. | can give you thousands of meters of silk or hundreds of kilos of gold and
silver to show my gratitude.”

When the boy requested only one of the three bowls on the stove, the king said,
“I really shouldn’t give you this bowl, but because you saved my son, I can only
agree.” With the bowl’s magic help, the beggar’s eye-sight recovered completely
and the king of the water deities took him back above the sea.

The boy kept the bowl in his robe and wandered about. One day he met a man
carrying a heavy piece of wood, “Why are you carrying that piece of wood and
sweating like a bullock?” asked the boy.

“If you want anything from others, this piece of wood will beat them and
obtain it for you,” the man explained.

“My bowl can provide meat, butter, tea, whatever you want. How about
exchanging your piece of wood for my bowl?” said the boy, and they then
exchanged. After a short while, the boy said to the magic branch, “We have
nothing to eat now, please bring the bowl back to me.” The branch then flew away,
beat the man, and brought the bowl back.

Next, he met a man carrying an iron hammer. When he asked the man what the
hammer was for, the man replied that when the hammer struck thrice lightly, the
foundations of a building would appear, and if it struck three times forcefully, a
nine-floored iron building would appear. Then, he explained the use of his bowl
and exchanged it. After a while, he sent the branch to bring back the bowl.

He next met a man carrying straw. When he asked the use of the straw, he
learned that if the straw was pulled lightly, it would make the sky cloudy, and if it
was pulled forcefully, a flood would destroy the king’s palace. Then the boy
explained the use of his bowl, exchanged it, and then sent the branch to bring the
bowl back. Soon afterwards, he arrived home.
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He was still angry with the king, went behind the king’s palace, used his
hammer to lightly hit the ground three times, and then forcefully hit the ground
three times. A nine-floored iron building appeared.

The next morning, the king ordered his oldest queen to find out what the
strange sounds were from behind the palace. She reported exactly what she saw
and the king killed her in anger. Then the king ordered another queen to investigate
and report. Afraid that the king would kill her if she told the truth, she cut her
finger on the blade of a knife as an excuse to escape the punishment. Finally the
king ordered his youngest queen to investigate. She went to their neighbor to ask
advice. The old woman advised her to convince the king to go look for himself,
and that is exactly what she did.

When the king saw the nine-floored iron building, he was astonished. He
collected firewood from all the villages under his administration, piled it around
the iron building, and set fire to it.

When the first floor heated up, the boy went up to the upper floor, and
gradually reached the ninth floor. He then lightly pulled the straw three times, and
it became cloudy. When he pulled forcefully three times, a flood struck, destroying
the king’s palace.

Afterwards, the king gave the kingdom to the beggar’s son and served him as a
minister. The new King treated the civilians kindly and led a happy life with his
mother.
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The Herdsman and the Frog

A boy who herded livestock once found a frog on his way back home, picked
it up, put it by the gate under a basket, and fed the frog using his own food. As boy
became progressively thinner, his father noticed and found that the boy was giving
all his food to the frog under the basket.

The father ordered his son to give the frog away. The boy said that he had fed
the frog since he was young. He asked his father whether or not his father would
provide food for the frog if the frong needed to be carried away. The father agreed
and provided the frog with carts of food when the son took the frog to a cave. After
awhile the frog became so large that he hardly fit in the cave. At this time, two
kings and the boy were each struggling for the throne. The frog was hungry, since
all the provided foods were finished, so it killed many people to eat. It also caught
the boy.

The boy shouted, “I fed you and you still want to eat me!” “I have been
waiting for you because all my food is finished. | was forced to eat people to live.
Please cut open my stomach and you will find a precious stone there. It will make
all your dreams come true,” said the frog.

The boy refused and said, “I don’t want to take your life to get that precious
stone.”

Then the frog cut open his own stomach and handed the precious stone to the
boy.

The boy went to the scene of a recent battle and found many people dead on
the battleground. They all came back to life after he touched them with the
precious stone. Eventually the precious stone helped the boy get the throne.
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Two Brothers

Two brothers in a poor family had a bull that could understand human
language. The older brother married while the younger one remained single. The
two brothers often drove the bull where there was fresh water and good grass. As
the bull grazed, they collected firewood to sell and thus made a living.

As time passed, the sister-in-law came up with an evil idea for getting rid of
the younger brother so their lives would be better and urged her hushand to
persuade the younger brother to leave. One day he told his brother about his wife’s
idea.

“We’re not rich and | think it’s too early to discuss dividing our family. What
do you think of living individually after we sell more firewood and have some
savings? At that time we would have some property to divide,” the younger brother
responded.

The younger brother went to fetch firewood as usual every day, but the couple
persistently urged him, and he finally agreed to leave. “We have nothing except
the bull, a cart, and a house. Which do you want?” asked his brother.

“l want the bull and cart,” said the younger brother. The younger brother then
drove the bull to a distant place with the cart hitched behind it. Unfortunately, the
cart broke and the bull said, “Go to that mountain facing us. There will be a lake
behind that mountain where goddesses come to bathe. Take the green dress and
hide. The girl whose dress you take will become your wife.” Then the bull
suddenly died.

The younger brother did as the bull instructed and when he reached the
mountain top, he saw a lake surrounded by colorful flowers, and a forest with birds
melodiously singing everywhere. Many goddesses from Paradise came to the lake
to bathe, he happily took the green one among many dresses and then hid in the
trees.

All the goddesses flew back to Paradise except the one who was sadly looking
for her dress. The younger brother went to her and sincerely talked to her.
Eventually they fell in love and lived happily ever after.
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Friendship

A frog, a parrot, and a goose lived together in one place. They were friends
who got along well. One day the parrot was about fly to a big forest and the goose
planned to fly to a beautiful lake. The frog could only stay behind alone. He
became very sad and sobbed.

The two birds thoughtfully talked about how they had grown up together and
therefore should take the frog with them. They made a small basket, put the frog in
it, tied it to a stick, and then each bird held a stick end in their mouth and flew off.

As the birds were flying, carrying the frog in the basket, some children saw
them and said, “What a clever idea! Whose idea was it? ”

The parrot proudly said, “It was my idea.”

As soon as he spoke, the frog fell to the ground. A crow caught the frog in its
beak, before it hit the ground.

The parrot flew down and asked the crow, “Do you know its name?”

“No.” replied the crow.

“Its name is Brave-hearted. Wash it before you eat it,” the parrot instructed.

The crow took the frog near a river and, as he began to wash it, the frog
escaped under a stone. The crow thus lost his delicious meal and realized the parrot
had tricked him.
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King Gong tse rab brtan

A Kking and queen had three very beautiful princesses and no sons. According
to Tibetan tradition, a man’s estate should be inherited by his son. The king thought
about how he needed a son to take care of him when he got old and to inherit his
estate after his death. He knew that his daughter would be unable to manage such
things.

As time passed, the three princesses grew up and it was time for them to marry.
The king thought that for the sake of having someone to care for his estate and the
three princesses, he must find grooms for them. He thought that King Gong tse rab
brtan would be the best choice for one princess. When King Gong tse rab brtan
learned that the king wanted him to marry a princess, he disguised himself as a
beggar, went to the king’s well, and waited for the princesses to come fetch water.

The next day, the king sent the first princess to fetch water. King Gong tse rab
brtan disguised himself as an old monk and lay in the middle of the road, blocking
the way to the well. The princess saw the old monk in the middle of the road and
said, “ Hey! Old monk, go away. My father ran out of water to wash and my
mother ran out of water for cooking. I must fetch water.”

“You can jump over if it’s urgent, or go around to fetch water,” he said.

The princess said, “l don’t have time to go around,” jumped over the old monk,
and went to fetch water.

On the second day, the second princess went to fetch water and encountered
King Gong tse rab brtan who now seemed to be a beggar, lying in middle of the
road, blocking the way. The princess said, “Hey! Poor guy, go away. My mother
has no water to wash her hands and my father has no water to make offerings. |
must fetch water.”

“You can jump over me if it’s urgent, or go around to fetch water,” said the
beggar.

“l have no time,” said the princess, jumped over him, and went to fetch water.

On the third day, the youngest princess was sent to fetch water and King
Gontse rab brtan was disguised as a beggar in the middle of the road, blocking the
way. The princess said, “Hey! Go away! My father has no water to wash to wash
and my mother has no water to drink. I must fetch water.”

“Your sisters jumped over me and went to fetch water. You can do the same if
it’s urgent or you can go around,” said King Gong tse rab brtan.

The princess thought, “I have never even jumped over insects since coming to
this world, so how can | jump over a human?” She didn’t jump over King Gong tse
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rab brtan, but went around to fetch water. Before she left, King Gong tse rab brtan
stopped her and asked, “Will your family accept me as a groom?”

“l can choose you but I won’t be able to recognize you on the day we choose
grooms,” the youngest princess said.

“I’ll pretend to be a beggar with a stick on that day,” said King Gong tse rab
brtan. The princess agreed to the plan.

The king’s family started to choose grooms for the three princesses a few days
later. The first and second princesses chose two rich handsome men as their
husbands and offered them liquor. The youngest princess had chose King Gong tse
rab brtan, who had disguised himself as a beggar. The king was enraged with her
choice and said, “Listen! How can a king’s family choose a beggar? Look! Your
sisters chose rich, good-looking men.” The king then beat the youngest princess
and expelled her from his home.

The princess and King Gong tse rab brtan wandered to many places and
encountered many difficulties. Then one day, the princess asked King Gong tse rab
brtan, “Don’t you have a nice home?”

“Yes,” said King Gong tse rab brtan and they then went to his home. As they
walked in the direction of King Gong tse rab brtan’s home, he said to the princess,
“I’ll go first, dragging the stick. You follow the trail a distance.”

The princess agreed and followed. Then she suddenly lost sight of King Gong
tse rab brtan. The princess continued walking and met King Gong tse rab brdan’s
yak herder, she asked him, “Did you see a beggar dragging his stick?”

“l didn’t see a beggar but | saw King Gong tse rab brtan pass by,” replied the
yak herder.

The princess wondered how she might have the good fortune to marry King
Gong tse rab brtan and continued walking. She next met King Gong tse rab brtan’s
sheep herder and asked, “Did you see a beggar dragging his stick?”

“l didn’t see a beggar but | saw King Gong tse rab brtan pass by,” answered
the sheep herder.

The girl wondered how she might have good fortune to spend her life with
King Gong tse rab brtan and continued walking. She then met King Gong tse rab
brtan’s horseman and asked, “Did you see a beggar dragging his stick?”

“l didn’t see a beggar but | saw King Gong tse rab brtan pass by,” replied the
horseman.

She continued walking and thought that she would never have the good
fortune to marry King Gong tse rab brtan. Although her sisters had wanted to
marry King Gong tse rab brtan, they could not. “How wonderful it would be to be
to spend my life with King Gong tse rab brtan,” she thought and continued walking.
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She eventually reached a place where there were many flowers. It was just
like paradise. She was reunited with King Gong tse rab brtan, who was still
disguised as a beggar. He told her to pick many flowers and put them in her pocket.
She did so and all the flowers turned to such treasures, as jade and coral in her
pockets. King Gong tse rab brtan said, “When we reach my home, my parents will
ask you if you met a yak herder, a shepherd, and a horseman. They will also ask if
there were many livestock. Say that you have seen a yak herder, a shepherd, a
horseman, and many livestock, but none of them can compare with yours.” The
princess tried to remember what king Gong tse rab brtan said to her as they walked
to his home.

When they reached King Gong tse’s home, the king’s parents asked questions
and she replied to them according to what the king had said. King Gong tse rab
brtan’s mother was greedy and asked the princess, “If your family is so rich, what
dowry did your parents give you?”

The girl then took out the jade and corals from her pocket and gave them to
King Gong tse rab brtan’s mother, who was delighted thinking her son had found a
wife from a very wealthy family.

After a few days, King Gong tse rab brtan’s parents decided to send King
Gong tse rab brtan and the princess with many soldiers to the princess’s home. The
princess then suggested she go home first and inform her parents. The princess then
went home but was afraid to go tell her parents. Instead, she found her oldest sister
and told her everything, but the oldest sister didn’t believe her. She said that that
beggar with a stick could not be King Gong tse rab brtan, laughed at her, and then
ignored her.

The princess next went to her second sister’s home and told her everything.
The second sister also disbelieved her and told the princess that she and her eldest
sisters lacked the fortune to marry King Gong tse rab brtan, so how could the
youngest princess be so fortunate.

Without any other choice, she visited her parents and told them she had
married King Gong tse rab brtan.

Her parents doubted her and said, “How are you so fortunate to live with King
Gong tse rab brtan? Even your sisters didn’t get to marry him. Aren’t you two here
to beg?”

“If you don’t believe me just look outside and see King Gong tse rab brtan
coming with his people,” said the princess. They did go outside and saw King
Gong tse rab brtan coming with his entourage. The parents were surprised and
changed their attitude because they wanted King Gong tse rab brtan as a son-in-law!
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The family delightedly welcomed King Gong tse rab brtan. The princess’s family
then gave many sheep, yak, horses, and other valuables as a dowry to the princess.
Afterwards, the princess and King Gong tse rab brtan lived a happy life together.
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The Story of a Kid’s Tall

An old couple lived together for many years and then decided they had such
serious differences that it was time to separate. However, they could not agree on
how to divide their property, which was one hundred nannies and one hundred kids.
After much debate, the husband suggested. “Let’s compete in baking bread. The
one whose bread is cooked first gets all the nannies.”

The wife agreed and they commenced baking bread. They both made a fire and
put their steamers on it with dough inside. After a few minutes, the old woman
realized they lacked enough so she went to fetch some. During her absence, the old
man opened her steamer and discovered that her bread was almost cooked. He
exchanged steamers and, when his wife returned, said, “Let’s see whose bread is
cooked.”

When they opened the lids, what appeared to be the old-man’s bread was well
cooked.

“Now all the nannies are mine and the kids belong to you!” the old man said.

They separated the nannies and their kids, and the old man left with the
nannies. All the kids ran after their mothers. Although she tried her best, the old
woman could not keep the kids with her. Exasperated, she tried to stop the very last
kid from running away and grabbed at it with all her might. The kid jerked away,
leaving her with only its tail.

“What can | possibly do with this tail?” she asked herself and was about to
throw it away.

Just then, the tail said, “Don’t throw me away, Grandmother. I’ll be useful in
the future.” Then, the old woman put the tail behind a pot by the stove.

One day, the old woman met a man riding a horse as she returned home from
weeding. He asked her how many times she had lifted her trowel in the field that
day.

“I don’t know. | really don’t know how many times | lifted my trowel,” she
said.

“Tomorrow when you go to the field, count how many times you lifted the
trowel. 1 will meet you here and you report me, or will kill you,” the man said.

This worried the old woman so much that she cried the rest of the way home.
When she arrived, the tail asked her what was wrong. The old woman explained,
“Don’t worry. Put me in your basket, take me with you tomorrow, and I’ll help
with this problem,” the tail said.

The next day, the man on the horse came to where the old woman was weeding
in the field. “How many times have you lifted your trowel today?” he asked.
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“How many times did your horse’s hooves strike the ground today,
Grandfather,” the tail asked in turn.

This silenced the man, who grabbed the tail and said to the old woman, “This
tail is not something you need! It belongs to me!” and took the tail with him, and
left.

When they reached a cliff, at dusk the man looked at the tail and said, “We
must stay here tonight.” The man then laid down to sleep, using his saddle as a
pillow. As midnight came, the man tried to throw the tail off the cliff. He gave a
kick, missed and hit his saddle, sending it off the cliff.

The tail laughed victoriously and said, “Ah, Grandfather, please prepare to go
get your saddle!” The tail then shoved the man and returned home to the old
woman.
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The Banished Mother

A man often wandered around aimlessly and was rarely at home. His wife
never did any work, she just sat collecting lice from her hair. All the housework
was done by the man’s mother who was so aged that there was not a single tooth in
her mouth. She often chewed a piece of cheese while working.

One day the wife said to her husband, “Mother eats constantly while she works.
If she keeps this up, we won’t be able to feed ourselves.” The man decided to
investigate and, when he saw his mother chewing, he put her in a basket and
carried her on his back. On the way to a remote place where he planned to leave his
mother, she said, “Son, please stop. | dropped my chewing gum on the ground.”
The man stopped, turned back, picked it up, and discovered that it was a tiny piece
of chewed cheese. Realizing his mother was not eating all their food, he brought
her back home.

The mother chewed cheese while working as before. The wife said, “Look!
She really is eating all our food.” This time he listened to his wife and took his
mother far away and left her.

In the isolated place where the mother had been abandoned, there was only a
rabbit that dug wild yams and fed them to the old woman. One day, two hunters
were hunting the rabbit that hid behind the aged woman.

The two hunters saw the old woman and asked in surprise, “Who are you?”

“My son and daughter-in-law discarded me here. The rabbit has fed me until
now, so please don’t kill her” said the old woman.

“We don’t have a mother. Please be our mother,” the two hunters said.

“You two often go hunting for a long time and it has become very difficult for
me to walk, so how can | be your mother?” said the aged woman.

“That’s not a problem,” the two hunters said and made a contraption to carry

her. They took her everywhere they went. After a long walk, they decided to live
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in a cave near a king’s castle and made a living by doing occasional labor for
villagers.

One day the old woman told her two sons, “Go to the king’s palace today
and ask for a piece of land for us.”

“How much should we ask for?” said the two men.

“Ask for a half kilogram of wool’s worth of land,” said the old woman.

The two hunters went to the king’s palace and said, “Dear king, we came to
ask for a piece of land. We need only half a kilogram of wool’s worth.” The king
thought that such a piece of land would be very small and agreed. The two hunters
said to each other on the way back home, “If mother sleeps on our piece of land
then we will have no space to sleep.”

“Mother, the king gave the land, but how will we use it?” the two men said,
when they got home.

“Now you two need to spin half a kilogram of wool into yarn, and measure
according to the yarn’s length,” said the old woman. The sons measured the land,
came back home, and said, “Now that we’ve marked off the land, what should we
do next?”

“From today, you two need to dig the foundation,” said the old woman

The two men worked very hard every day to dig the foundation. One day they
dug up a piece of strange rock and brought it home. The old lady instantly
realized it was a piece of gold covered in dirt and said, “You no longer need dig
the foundations yourselves. Hire others.”

The two men hired many people and soon a very large house was completed.
The family prepared to celebrate the completion of the new house and invited all
the villagers. According to custom, they needed to give gifs to each guest. On the

first day, the two men said, “Mother, how will we give gifts to our guests?”
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“Begin by giving gifts from the head of the lines on both sides of the room,”
said the old woman.

The two men started giving gifts from the head of the lines on both side of the
room and the gifts were finished before they reached the ends of the lines. The
couple, who had driven the old woman out of their home were at the end of the
lines and receive no gifts.

The hunters asked on the second day, “Mother, how should we give gifts
today?”

“Start from the end of each line,” she said.

The two men did as their mother said. Again the gifts were finished before
reaching the beginning of each line. Because the gifts had been given from the
head of each line, the couple had sat at the head of each line on the second day,
and thus received nothing.

On the third day, the two men asked the same question and the mother said,
“Start giving gifts from the middle of the lines.”

The two men did exactly as their mother told them and again the couple
received no gifts. They were furious, went to the king’s palace, and said, “That
family has celebrated for three days, but we haven’t received a single gift.”

The king went to the family and said, “You’ve celebrated for three days and
this couple still has not received gifts. Please give them something.”

The old woman said to her two sons, “Bake seven big loaves of bread and put
fifty grams of silver in each loaf. Give the bread to the couple and do not bring
them to me.”

The couple thus received seven loaves of bread. On the way back home, the
couple found the bread was too heavy to carry, and exchanged them for eggs. The
person who exchanged the eggs was then invited by the hunters and their mother to
their house-warming celebrations, and gave them the bread as a gift.
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From that day on, it was said that the two beggars’ selfishness made them lose

three chances to receive gifts.
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Ra lu ma and Ri lu ma

Many years ago, three people were called Ra lu ma, Ri lu ma and Cong Idog
ma. They asked if they could stay overnight at a demon’s house while they’re
travelling and the demon agreed. As they were about to go bed, the demon ordered
the Ra lu ma, Ri lu ma and cong Idog ma to sleep at different locations on the bed.

The demon said, “Please, bring me a cup of water and a plate of roasted barley
and put them by the pillow before you all go to bed.”

At night, the demon ate Cong ldog ma who was sleeping beside her, and drank
her blood. The sound awoke the Ra lu ma and Ri lu ma, who asked, “What’s going
on, Granny?”

“I’m drinking and eating the water and roasted barley you prepared,” replied
the demon.

They realized that she had killed Cong Idog ma, then said they needed to go
pee. The demon ordered them to tie a rope to each of their hands, and then they
went out with their hands tied to the end of a rope. As they walked, they prayed to
the moon to take them up to her or take their lives if it could not save them, before
they would surely be killed by the demon. The moon threw fire down on the rope
and burned it off, and then the moon dropped a long chain to take them up to the
moon and brought them there. That is why there are two black spots on the moon
today, they are Ra lu ma and Ri lu ma.
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The Chinese Couple

A kind, wealthy Chinese couple had no children. The husband was a
businessman, went to another place on business, and did not return home for seven
years. During this time, a devil came to their home and called to the wife in her
husband’s voice. A black whirlwind entered the house when she opened the door
and overpowered her. The devil entered her body and killed all the villagers one by
one.

When the husband returned, he gazed at the village from a nearby mountaintop.
When he had left seven years earlier, many livestock were in the yards, the
pathways were full of people, and it was a happy village. Now, there were no
people and no livestock. Plants grew in the paths and everything was grey. He
was surprised and thought the village was deserted. When he got near his house, he
saw smoke coming from his chimney. He yelled his wife’s name when he came to
the door of his home. When she opened the door, he said, “When | was leaving,
there were many livestock in the yards, the paths were full of people, and it was a
happy village. Now, there are no people and no livestock, the paths are overgrown
and everything looks grey. What happened? Why are you the only one in the
village?”

The wife said she did not know. He thought something must be wrong.
Needing a place to stay, he stayed in his home that night. The next morning, he
visited a friend who lived on the other side of the river near the village. He said to
his friend, “When | left the village, there were many livestock in the yards, the
paths were full of people, and it was a happy village. Now, there are no people and
no livestock. The paths are overgrown and everything looks grey. | asked my wife
about the village and she said she knew nothing. | am frightened to stay in that
village. Please help me find a new house.”

His friend did help him find a new house to live in and then he happily went
back home. The couple prepared all that they needed for the new house. On the
way back to his friend’s village, they came near the river. His wife said, “Please,
go first and I’ll come later.” When the husband reached the new house, his wife
had also mysteriously arrived.

A powerful Taoist lived in the new village. The day they arrived, the Taoist
said to the villagers, “Last night | dreamed of a Chinese woman circling the village
with fire. Are strangers in the village?”

When the villagers told the Taoist about the new couple’s arrival and he asked
the villagers to bring the Chinese man to him. The husband told the whole story to
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the Taoist, who warned him to beware of his wife. That night he pretended to sleep.
At midnight, his wife got up, looked at him three times, she went in front of a
mirror took off the Chinese woman’s head, washed the devil’s original head, put
the devil’s head on her body, applied blood-colored lipstick to her lips, laughed
several times, and left. The Chinese man was scared to death and wondered what
to do. After a while, she came back home with a bag of heads and put them in a
wooden box where they made noises the whole night. He dared not to sleep that
entire night.

Early the next morning, the Chinese man went to the Taoist and told him this
story:

“My wife is a devil. She is no longer human. | pretended to sleep last night. At
midnight she got up, looked at me three times, went in front of the mirror, removed
my wife’s head, washed the devil’s original head, put the devil’s head back on,
made herself up, put on blood-colored lipstick, laughed several times, and then left
the house. | was scared to death and wondered what to do. She came back home
after a while with a bag of heads and put them in a wooden box. The heads made
noises the whole night. | dared not sleep the whole night. Please kill this devil or it
will eat all the villagers.”

“She is a real devil and | have ways to kill her. Does she collect wood from the
forest?” asked the Taoist.

The Chinese man said, “Yes, she needs to collect wood regularly.”

“After she leaves home, put these seeds on the paths and windows of your
home, stick these yellow and red papers inside your home and put a long desk on
your bed and put three bowls on it. Pretend you are chanting and put these seeds in
the bowls. She won’t dare go out when she sees all of these. She will be enraged
and jump on you. Hit her with these seeds every time she jumps. At the end yell
my name and I’ll appear,” replied the Taoist.

The Chinese man returned home, and prepared as the Taoist instructed. The
wife came home and noticed she could not go out. She was enraged, and she
jumped on her husband, her face became red as blood, long fangs protruded from
her mouth, she slung her right breast over her right shoulder, and dragged her left
breast on the ground. The Chinese man hit the devil with the seeds and shouted the
Taoist’s name.

The Taoist suddenly appeared, threw the devil to the ground, and said, “Don’t
be scared, after we burn the devil inside your wife’s body, your wife will be fine.”

They burned the devil from his wife’s body, and she became human. She
looked like a corpse and was very weak. The Taoist said, “You must put her body
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inside that valley. When you go, scatter this roasted barley behind you, and she will
follow you.”

“After | put her in the valley, I’ll immediately return,” the Chinese man
answered.

“You don’t need to be scared. She will become a normal human being,”
replied the Taoist.

The Chinese man followed the Taoist’s orders, and returned after doing so. His
wife followed the barley seeds and also returned. The Chinese man was very afraid
to be with her, and asked the Taoist to kill her.

The Taoist said, “Don’t be afraid. We already killed the devil inside her body,
and now she is the same as before. If you don’t believe me I’ll stay with you for
some time.”

Then the three of them stayed together for a long time, and the husband came
to believe the Taoist and trust his wife. In the end, he had confidence in his wife,
and the Taoist left, and they had a happy life.
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The Butcher

A butcher in the village was the only one who slaughtered pigs locally. One
day, a hermit came and stayed at the butcher’s house. He invited the hermit to the
top floor of his family home and the hermit chanted the whole night. The butcher
thought the hermit was a monk who had taken Buddhist vows. The butcher thought,
“Instead of chanting and praying for the next life, I am slaughtering pigs and
creating much sin.” He felt strong regret for what he had done in his life. The next
morning, he told his feelings of regret to the hermit and took vows of not killing.

That very day, the village headman asked him to slaughter a pig. When the
man explained how he had taken vows of not killing from the hermit, the village
headman angrily said, “Slaughtering pigs is your responsibility. If you don’t
slaughter pigs for my family, then you need to bring the almighty precious from the
ocean for our forgiveness.” The butcher then decided to go to the ocean.

Before leaving, he asked the hermit to give him an amulet and a blessing. The
hermit said, “On the way to the ocean, don’t go to the surface of the sun and the
moon, and don’t eat eggs of the bird king Garuda. You will then return home safely,
and no one will ask you to slaughter pigs. What you are doing is a great honor and
you will surely return to the village.”

After the hermit’s blessing, the butcher started his long journey. He traveled
for several days, and met some people on his way to the ocean. He told his story to
the strangers and they agreed to help him. They reached a rocky mountain and his
companions said, “We will destroy the nest of the garuda and eat the eggs.”

The butcher relayed the words of the hermit to his friends and they did not eat
the eggs. After a while, a gigantic garuda landed on the ground and swallowed his
friends one by one. The garuda asked the butcher why he did not destroy the nest.
He told his story and the hermit’s instructions to the faruda.

The garuda said, “It’s very difficult to go such a long way and get the almighty
precious, therefore I will bring it to you.”

Immediately, the garuda brought three almighty precious objects from the ocean.
“Now, please get on my back and I will take you to the village,” the Garuda said.

“If 1 get on your back, will we go to the surface of the sun and the moon?” he
asked.

“Yes, we will go to the surface of the sun and the moon,” the Garuda replied.

The butcher said, “The hermit told me not to go the surface of the sun and the
moon. So I’ll go to the village on foot.”

“Then, please go on foot and one day you will reach the village safely. You
need to give one of the almighty precious to the village headman, and keep two for
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yourself. Misfortune will come to the headman’s family,” replied the Garuda.
Finally, the butcher reached the village safely and did as the Garuda had said.
One day, a sudden flood took everything that belonged to the king. The king
discovered the reasons for the flood, asked for the butcher’s forgiveness, and
returned the almighty precious to the butcher. From that time on, he prayed every
day and kept his promise not to kill for the remainder of his life.
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The Wise Bride

Once a dull-minded son was born into a very wealthy family. Realizing that if
his son didn’t marry a wise girl he would not make good use of his life, the father
decided to find an intelligent bride for his son. To locate such a bride, he gave his
son a saw and sent him out with a herd of a hundred male yaks. He told the boy to
return home with the yaks loaded.

The son went to the grassland, stayed with the yaks, and cried. Finally, one
day, he met a girl who was gathering water at the river. “Why are you crying,” the
girl asked.

“I’ve been staying here alone, far from my family. Father told me not to return
unless each yak was carrying a load, | can’t figure out what the load should be,” he
said.

“Other than the yaks, what things did your father send with you when he sent
you here?” she asked.

“A saw,” answered the boy.

“Well, that’s very easy. Saw off each yak’s horns and load them onto the yaks,”
the girl said.

The dull-minded boy did as the girl instructed and returned home with all the
yaks loaded. He told his father how he got the idea to saw off the yaks’ horns. His
father then knew his son had met an intelligent girl and decided to give her another
test. He gave his son a pair of shears, sent him to the grassland with a hundred
sheep, and told him not to return until each sheep was carrying a load.

The dull-minded boy took the shears and the sheep and went looking for the
girl. After a long walk, he found her. “Father told me not to return home until each
sheep is carrying a load, | don’t know what to do,” said the boy.

“What else did your father send with you,” the girl asked.

“He gave me a pair of shears,” answered the boy.

“It’s very simple. Shear off the sheep and load each one with its wool,”
advised the girl.

The dull-minded boy did exactly as the girl had instructed, returned home
with the loaded sheep, and told his father about meeting the girl. His father then
decided to make a marriage proposal for his son. He journeyed through a valley to
the girl’s home and, when he arrived, the girl greeted him. “Where is your father,”
he asked her.

“My father has gone to buy ‘speech’,” answered the girl.

“Where is your mother,” he asked.

“She has gone to purchase ‘eye’,” answered the girl.
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He thought it impossible to buy such things. When the girl’s parents returned
home at dusk, her father brought a bottle of liquor and her mother had purchased a
lamp. The boy’s father told them he had come to make a marriage proposal for his
son. They had a discussion, the parents agreed to the marriage, and the young
couple was soon married.

One day, the boy’s father decided to test the wisdom of his son’s wife again.
“Daughter-in-law, please take the ducks to the river.”

“Father, please gather the ducks and I’ll take them to the river,” she said.

“Daughter-in-law, please put manure on the roof. | need to sow,” said the
father.

“Father, please plow and I’ll put manual on the roof,” replied the girl.

Some years passed, the dull-minded boy’s father was put in the king’s prison
for breaking the king’s rules. While in prison, two of his fellow prisoners were
released. He asked them to take a message to his family. They carried this message
to his son and daughter-in-law: “Do not worry about me. | am surrounded by
thousands of soldiers and riding a pale colored horse. A pigeon needs to be sent, a
decision has been made to entertain the white goat. The grey goat needs to be
killed.”

The man’s son then began preparing to kill a goat.

“We don’t need to kill a goat. When your father asked us to entertain one goat
and kill the other, he meant to entertain one of the men who brought your father’s
message and kill the other, when he asked us to send a pigeon, he meant to send
some silver coins to save his life,” said the girl.

The couple followed the message’s instructions as interpreted by the bride,
thus saving the life of the dull-minded boy’s father and then they lived happily ever
after.
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The Minister Mgar dampa

Once a king had two ministers, named Mgar dampa and Barber. One morning
the king said, “I dreamed of a woman climbing our iron tree, please investigate!”

Minister Mgar dampa left with a wand hidden in his sleeve and found a
woman in the tree as the king had dreamed. He said to the woman, “Please come
down or I’ll cut the tree down.”

The frightened woman obeyed him. As soon as she was on the ground, he hit
her with the wand on the foot, which broke off. The woman disappeared in a
whirlwind. Mgar dampa then went to the king, reported, and handed him the
broken foot.

“Aw! Excellent, the monkey in my storehouse doesn’t have a foot as deft as
this one. How nice it would be to have her other foot!” said the greedy king.

“Dear great king, it’s easy! If you order Mgar Dampa to look for it, he will
surely find it,” advised Barber deviously.

The king ordered Mgar dampa, “Use all your effort to obtain the other foot.”

Mgar dampa set off and after he had walked for a long time, he reached a large
village where some people were dancing, singing, racing horses, and shooting
arrows. Some were laughing, while others were crying with excessive sadness.
Mgar dampa was surprised and asked, “Why are some people dancing, singing,
racing horses, and shooting arrows while laughing, while some others are crying?”

The villagers explained, “We must pay tax to a demon in turn. The one who
pays the tax never returns. The crying ones are chosen to pay, and the happy ones
are those who still have some days left to enjoy the rest of their lives.”

“I’ll pay the tax for you tonight,” replied Mgar dampa, which delighted
everyone. The villagers explained that they did not know much about the demon
other than that she lived with a daughter in a milling house, and only a few lucky
ones returned after paying the tax.

“What do | need to take for the tax?” asked Mgar dampa.

The villagers said, “Take a pot of porridge and put it where the daughter tells
you. Then ask the girl if the demon wants you to stay or leave. Listen to whatever
the demon says.”

Mgar dampa then set off for the milling house with a pot of porridge. When he
arrived he asked where he should put the porridge.

“Put it on the ground,” replied a girl.
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When he asked if the demon wanted him to stay or leave. The girl said,
“Mother wants you to stay tonight,”

“Where is your mother?” asked Mgar dampa.

“Mother isn’t here, but she’ll be back soon,” the girl said.

“How will she come?” asked the Mgar danpa.

“When it is a little windy here, it means she is ready to come. When the wind
blows stronger, she is on the way. She arrives here in a dust storm,” the girl said.

They both waited for her mother’s arrival. Soon, it was a little windy and the
girl said that her mother was ready to come. When the wind blew stronger, the girl
said her mother was on her way. The demon soon arrived in a dust storm, drank the
pot of porridge in noisy slurps, and then exclaimed, “Bring the one who brought
the porridge tax!”

“The man who came here today is different from the others. He’s on the
millstone and I’m a little afraid of him,” said the girl.

“There’s nothing to be afraid of. Call him here!” ordered her mother.

Minister Mgar dampa came with a wand hidden in his sleeve. The mother saw
him and screamed, “This is the one who broke my foot!” and vanished in a wind
storm.

The minister frightened the girl saying, “If you don’t tell where you mother
went, I’ll kill you.”

She then timidly led him to where her mother lived, after making him promise
he would not Kill her. They reached a place deep in the valley and the girl said,
“There are a wooden door and a conch door inside. Once through those doors, you
will come to a golden door. Mother will be on a magic chair that takes her
wherever she wants to go.”

The minister then kicked the girl off of a cliff, breaking his promise. He
entered the doors, closing the doors behind him. The demon saw him and screamed,
“This is the man who broke my leg!” and went into a hole under the chair.

“Come out. | won’t kill you. I’ve come to chat,” Mgar dampa said.

“You must promise not to kill me,” said the demon.

When she hesitatingly came out of the hole, he hit her on the head and killed
her. He then piled all the treasures on the magic chair, cut off the demon’s other
foot, and made a wish to return to the village. As soon as he opened his eyes, he
was back in the village.

He hid the magic chair, went to the villagers, and said, “Pay no more taxes.
Enjoy happy times. | have killed the demon mother and daughter. The one you
called goddess actually was a demon!”
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“Please dwell here as our king. We will build a nice palace and provide you
with a beautiful queen,” beseeched the villagers.

“I can’t stay here as your king, because | am a minister of another king,” Mgar
dampa said, and went to the magic chair, sat in it, wished to return to the palace of
his king, opened his eyes, and was back in the palace. He took the demon’s other
foot to the king who was so delighted that he planned to host a party for eighteen
nights and days. The barber, out of jealousy, advised the king, “This is not the
exact time for celebration. We still lack divine fruit from Heaven.” When the king
asked who should go to Heaven, the barber said, “Minister Mgar dampa would
surely be successful.”

“Dear Minister Mgar bampa, please bring me divine fruit from Heaven and |
will celebrate your accomplishment for eighteen days and nights,” said the king.

“I will go for the divine fruit, even you don’t celebrate my victory for eighteen
days and nights,” Mgar dampa replied, then went to Heaven in the magic chair, and
returned with divine fruit.

As the king was ready to celebrate the party he had promised, Mgar dampa
thought, “Even if | am promoted to a higher position, | won’t have time to live well
with this barber.” He then said, “Dear great king, we don’t have time to celebrate.
Nowadays, gods and goddess in Heaven have hair so long that it reaches their
shoulders. They have sent a message through me to you saying order the barber
minister to go cut their hair in Heaven.”

“Dear Minister Barber, this time it’s your turn to go. Please try your best and
do as well as Mgar dampa has done,” ordered the king.

“How did you get to Heaven?” the barber asked Mgar dam pa.

“I collected firewood and offerings from all over, put it all together, sat on it
and, when it was lit, | prayed to arrive in Heaven with my eyes closed, and then |
arrived there,” Mgar dampa explained.

The barber then collected firewood and offerings, put it all together, sat on it,
and wished to arrive in Heaven, while people kindled a fire. When he opened his
eyes after making his wish, he was still on the pile. He closed his eyes again and
continued wishing. Then the fire burned him to death. Later, everyone lived
happily ever after.
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The Beetle, Frog and Lizard

A beetle, frog and lizard met and planned a robbery. They came to a road and
decided to steal a horse. After a while, a man galloped toward them. They decided
to rob him by standing in the middle of the road to stop the horse.

When the horse got near, the lizard scuttled away and the frog jumped into a
small pond beside the road. The beetle was very small and did not dare move. The
horse stepped on the bottom of the beetle, wounding him. After the horse left, his
friends came and asked, “Dear friend, are you OK?”

The beetle said, “I didn’t run away like the lizard, and | didn’t hop into the
water like the frog. The horse just destroyed a part of my clothes, and | am fine.”
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The Recovery of the Prince

A prince was fond of riding mules. One day he fell off his mule and broke
both his legs. A devil discovered him and took away his heart. He thus became a
zombie and did not return home. He stayed in a deep valley behind his house.

A woman and her daughter lived adjacent to the king’s home. The daughter
was named Drel skyid. Every day she fetched water. She saw a mule being ridden
by a zombie who called to her, “Sister Drel skyid, come! Let’s go home together!”

The daughter told her mother about the zombie. The mother asked, “Are you
afraid of the zombie?”

“No, I am not afraid,” replied the daughter.

“Then, follow the mule and see where they go,” the mother said.

The next day, the daughter went to fetch water and met the zombie. The
zombie said, “Sister Drel skyid, come! Let’s go home together!” She then
followed the zombie into a deep valley behind the king’s home. The zombie said,
“l am the prince of the king’s family. Several days ago, | fell off a mule and broke
my legs. Then a devil came and took my heart. 1 know where my heart is and
where the devil lives, but | can’t get the heart without your help. If you can bring
the heart to me, | will be fully alive.”

“I will help you get your heart back. If I can bring your life back, I won’t
regret it even | die,” the girl replied.

The zombie said, “On the way to the devil’s place, you must jump three times
at the Jumping Place, rest at the Resting Place and make a fire by the Fire Place.
You will meet two quarreling yaks fighting for a wooden nose string. Divide the
string into two pieces and give it to them. Then, you can escape from the devil
safely. The daughter of the devil is herding the yaks and you must Kill her first.”

The daughter went to the devil’s place and did what the prince had said. She
went to the grassland and met the devil’s daughter and asked her, “What do you do
when you get home?”

“| tether all the goats in their own places. If | say ‘Elders to elders, youths to
youths,” then the goats go to their own places. Mother offers me a bowl of milk and
| drink it. If the weather is cloudy, | collect the heads drying in the sun on the
roof.”

“I’ll help you catch lice in your hair,” she said to the daughter of the devil.

“No, | have a mole atop my head, and if you mash it | would die immediately,”
the daughter said.

She convinced the devil’s daughter to let her collect lice and killed her by
mashing the mole. She then put on her clothes, and went to the devil’s home. After
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she put the goats in their proper places, she said, “Dear Mother, it’s cloudy so I’ll
gather the heads from the roof.”

“It’s not cloudy so you don’t have to,” the devil replied, not noticing it was not
her daughter.

She went to the roof anyway and found many heads and hearts on the roof.
She found the prince’s heart and escaped. The devil waited a long time. Then she
noticed a girl running with the prince’s heart and ran after her.

When the girl got to the Jumping Place, Resting Place, Fire Place and the yaks,
the devil asked each of them to stop the girl, but they said, “You passed us
thousands of times and never helped us. We won’t stop this girl, but actually we’ll
stop you!”

When the girl was about to reach the prince, she fell and the heart she held
leapt into the prince’s body, He then recovered and married the girl, who
eventually became the queen and had a happy life.
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The Maitreya Statue

A poor mother and her daughter lived in the corner of an empty yard, where
they also cooked. A great king lived nearby. When his servants went to cut wood,
the mother and the daughter lit a fire to warm them up and offered them boiled
water. The servants were very grateful and decided that each of them would give a
log to the daughter and mother when they returned, which they did when they
returned.

Later, the mother and the daughter saw the king’s carpenters going to work,
and did the same for them. The carpenters discussed and one man said, “What a
pity! They have the wood, but they don’t have a house. Why don’t we make a
house to show our gratitude?” then they constructed a house for the mother and the
daughter.

At another time, the king’s sculptors were going to work, and the mother and
the daughter lit a fire, boiled water for them, and even let the statue makers stay in
their house. “What a pity they have no image to worship,” said the sculptors, and
they made a Maitreya statue for them.

Afterwards the mother often worshipped the statue and said, “I’m about to die,
and then no one will care for my daughter. Dear compassionate Maitreya, please
bless my daughter with a good husband and a good family before my death.”

A street vendor overheard the old woman, secretly came to the house, and hid
behind the statue one night. When the woman prayed to Maitreya, the street vendor
said, “Give your daughter to whoever comes first to your home tomorrow
morning.”

The old woman thought the statue had spoken, got up early the next morning
to worship the statue, and waited. When a street vendor appeared outside the house,
calling for customers, she thought he must be the person the statue had referred to
and gave him her daughter. The street vendor put the girl in his box and left.

After walking for awhile, he saw a king holding a banquet, hid the box under
a mound of dirt on the bank of a river, and went to the banquet. At the banquet, the
king planned for his son to toss an arrow into the crowd. Whoever the arrow hit
would be his son’s wife. After enjoying the banquet, the prince tossed an arrow at a
group of pretty girls, but the arrow fell on the mound on the river bank. Since they
didn’t see anyone there, they collected the arrow and the prince threw it again, but
it fell in the same spot. They were then very curious about the mound, dug there,
and discovered the girl in the box, who married the prince.
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Although the girl became a queen, her mother lived alone and became a
wandering beggar. One day the daughter saw her mother wandering around the
palace, led her to a storehouse, and provided her with food. After a few days, her
mother died, and the princess worried about where to bury the corpse. She
worshiped the Maitreya statue and prayed, “How good it would be if my mother’s
corpse becomes a piece of gold as big as a sheep’s head.” Her wish then came true.
One day a minister said, “There is a bad odor in the warehouse. Let’s investigate.”

They opened the door and saw a chunk of gold as big as a sheep’s head. The
king said, “This gold wasn’t here before. Who brought it here?”

The prince’s wife nervously said, “It was sent by my family.”

“Do you have a family? We thought you didn’t have a family, because we
discovered you in a mound. If you have a home, we will visit tomorrow since you
haven’t returned home for a long time,” said the king.

Then the king, ministers, and the king’s soldiers prepared to visit the queen’s
home. The wife knew that there was only the Maitreya statue in her home and
worried. She prayed to Maitreya and that night she dreamed of Maitreya, who said
in her dream, “Don’t worry! Come home with them tomorrow. You will meet a
flock of sheep. When they ask whom they belong to, reply that they are your
family’s. You then will meet a herd of horses. When they ask you whose they are,
say that they are your family’s. You will then meet many yaks. When they ask
whose they are, say they are your family’s. Then | will transform myself into your
brother and your dead mother will transform into your sister-in-law to greet you
with many people. Stay at your home for only seven days, because my miracle will
vanish after that.” The wife felt very happy when she heard all this.

They saw beautiful grasslands speckled with a flock of sheep on the way to
her old home. They asked, “Whose sheep are these?”

“They are my family’s,” the queen said.

Later they saw many horses on the mountain and asked, “Whose horses are
these?”

“Those are my family’s horses,” answered the wife. When they saw yaks the
wife said the same thing. When they arrived at the wife’s home, many troops came
out to welcome them. Maitreya transformed himself into her brother and her dead
mother transformed into her sister-in-law and greeted them. They held a great
banquet and servants served everyone very well. On the seventh day, the daughter
said, “I feel bored here, let’s leave.” Even though the brother and sister-in-law
politely tried to stop her, she left.

One day the Maitreya statue said, “I will fly into the sky a few days later.
Please worship me and then you will be able to see me.” On the specified day, the
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queen burned incense, looked at the sky for a while, and saw the yellowish
Maitreya flying into sky, saying, “Never return to your home.
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The Rabbit and the Hunter

Long ago, an old woman lived happily with her son. One day, the son went to
a forest to collect wood and noticed a sleeping rabbit. He decided to kill it and
lifted up a big stone but, just before he hit the rabbit with it, the rabbit said, “Please,
don’t kill me. | have an eighty year old mother at home.”

The boy then said, “We both have mothers who are in their eighties, so let’s be
friends.” The boy then took the rabbit to his home.

When he arrived, he said “Dear mother, today | brought a rabbit home. He has
an eighty year old mother so we decided to become friends.”

The mother said, “Good! If you can be an animal’s friend, that is great. You
mustn’t hurt your rabbit friend in the future.”

“We are different, but we both have mothers in their eighties. | want to do
something good for your son because we are friends. What can | do?” said the
rabbit.

The boy’s mother said, “We don’t have a good house and we don’t have
enough food. After my death, there will be no one to care for him. Please, help
him find a good wife.”

The rabbit then promised to find a good wife for the son and the next day
asked the son to prepare a new kha btags and an old kha btags, and put one in the
boy’s pouch and the other in the shoes. They went to the front gate of the king’s
palace and called to the king several times. The king ordered his oldest daughter to
check on who was calling him. When the oldest daughter came out from the palace,
the rabbit stood in front of the gate in order to judge the princess’s character. When
the princess saw a rabbit in front of the gate, she closed the gate and returned inside
the palace.

The king asked his daughter “Who was it?”

“Only a rabbit,” replied the princess.

The rabbit called the king’s name again. The king was curious, sent his second
princess, who soon returned with the same report.

The king’s name was called again. The king sent the third princess to
investigate. When she reached the gate, she saw a boy and a rabbit. The boy and
rabbit both thought the third princess had good character. The rabbit took out the
kha btags from his shoes, put it into his robe’s pouch, went inside with the third
princess and said to the king, “This boy is very rich and has a marvelous house. It
would be wonderful if you allowed one of your daughters to marry him. We
consulted many oracles and they said that your third daughter is the most suitable.”

“l agree if my daughter is willing,” replied the king.
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The princess agreed to marry the boy and then the rabbit said, “The day after
tomorrow is an auspicious day, so please send your daughter to this boy’s home.
Please bring rifles with you and, when you reach the mountain pass near this boy’s
home, fire the rifles and shout aloud so we will be ready to welcome you.”

On their way back home, the rabbit entered a marvelous house where there
were two ghosts and sighed sadly. A ghost asked, “What’s happening?”

“The king knows you are here and will come and kill you in a few days. They
are preparing horses and rifles now. It’s better that you run away. | feel compassion
for you so | came here to warn you,” said the rabbit. The two ghosts then ran up
into the mountains. The next day, the rabbit and the man removed all the horse and
human corpses from the ghosts’ house. The ghosts saw the rabbit and the man
cleaning the cave and realized that the rabbit had lied to them and cursed the rabbit.

The next day, the two ghosts were returning to their house as the king’s
entourage was escorting his third daughter to the groom’s home. When the king’s
group reached the pass, they fired their rifles and shouted. The ghosts then believed
that the king’s men were coming and fled. The rabbit warmly welcomed the third
princess to what had been the ghost’s home and they had a happy life together.

The third princess later gave birth to a son and a daughter. The man’s mother
was delighted that her son had married and had two children. After everything was
perfectly arranged, the mother thanked the rabbit and died.

When the children were four and five years old, the rabbit decided to check if
the man was loyal. She pretended to be sick. The man said, “Friend rabbit, what’s
wrong with you? You are more important than my parents. | must find a way to
cure your sickness.

“If you really want to care for me, please go atop that mountain that stands
above the valley bottom. You will see my sister. She is a great oracle and will tell
you how to cure me. When you are returning, walk along the edge of the valley,”
said the rabbit to the man pointing to a distant mountain.

While the man was walking in the bottom of valley, the rabbit ran up to the top
of the mountain along the edge of the valley and waited. It took a long time for the
man to reach the mountaintop. When he finally arrived, he saw a rabbit exactly like
his rabbit friend. “Are you the sister of my rabbit friend?” asked the man.

“Yes,” the rabbit said.

The man told the rabbit how generous his mother rabbit was and asked, “Now
my rabbit friend is seriously sick. Please do a divination for the rabbit.”

259



“You have two children and if you take their hearts and feed them to your
rabbit friend, she will be cured,” the rabbit said, then ran down along the bottom of
the valley, while the boy was returning along the valley’s edge.

The rabbit got home before the man. When the man arrived sometime later, he
started to sharpen a knife. “Why are you sharpening a knife? Are you going to kill
me?” the rabbit said.

The man said, “No,” and continued sharpening. He said he was going to Kill
the two children and take out their hearts.

The rabbit then explained everything to the man and said, “I wanted to see if
you were loyal. I am not ill. You are a very loyal man. | am an animal and | must
return to the mountains. You and your family have a happy life together.”

“You are really like a parent to me. If you go to the mountains then | will be
very sad,” said the man and after that he really treated the rabbit like his own
parent and they lived a happy life together.
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The Brother Visits the King of Death

An old lady lived with her son and daughter. They were kind and good to each
other. Sadly, suddenly the girl passed away. The old lady then cried every day.
One day, the boy said, “If you cry like this everyday, | can’t sleep. Even if I sleep,
you will cry in my dream. Give me enough food for a few days and I’ll go look for
my sister.”

The old lady knew that her son would not find her daughter, but nevertheless,
she gave some food to her son. The boy walked to the end of a valley and found a
huge boulder. The boy made three prostrations to the boulder and said, “No matter
if you are a god or a ghost. May you be blessed!” and then he spent the night on the
boulder.

The next day he continued to walk up into the valley. He met many people
going up into the valley but saw very few people coming down the valley. He knew
none of them and nobody talked to each other. As he continued walking, he
reached a pass where there was a shop crowded with people, but he knew no one
there and everyone was silent. As he approached with the intention to buy some
goods, he realized it was all an illusion. He walked towards the crowd on the road,
and saw his sister carrying a bucket of water and walking away. He called to her
but she did not turn back. He then realized that she was the Lord of Death’s cook.
A man from the After-death realm came and said, “These are beings in the After-
death Realm. They are not worldly beings. Don’t you know that this is the After-
death Realm?”

“I am a worldly being. After my sister died, my mother cried everyday so |
came here looking for my sister. | saw my sister and she ignored me,” said the boy.

“Life in After-death Realm is not what you expect. When she was carrying
water, you should have thrown three stones into her bucket, breaking the bucket
bottom,” said the man.

The boy did as instructed, and his sister stopped and said, “Did you also die
and come here? Why did you come here and leave Mother alone?”

“l didn’t die. I’'m still alive. Mother misses you terribly and you should return
with me,” said the boy.

“l can’t go back. Please return home quickly,” said the girl.

The boy explained how sad their mother was and then they decided to go see
the Lord of Death. Worried that her brother would be afraid of the Lord of Death,
she asked the Lord of Death to remove his mask and then took her brother to him.
They told the Lord of Death about their mother’s suffering.
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The Lord of Death said, “Do you still have her corpse? If you do, then she can
return to the human world.”

“We burned the corpse,” replied the boy.

“If you burned the corpse then there is no way for her to return,” said the Lord
of Death and took the boy to see the metal door. There they saw some people being
reborn in higher realms of being and others going to the lower realms of living
beings. “Don’t move at the metal door,” said the Lord of Death. The boy stood still
for a while, but got tired and moved a bit. As soon as he moved, he went directly to
Hell, entered a pig, and was reborn as a pig with white legs.

The Lord of Death went to the owner of the pig and asked, “Can | buy your
pig?”

“l have already sold the pig to someone so | cannot sell it to you,” replied the
pig’s owner.

“I’ll pay you double. This little pig is my cook’s brother. He accidently moved
at the metal door, fell to Hell, and was reborn as a pig. He must return to the human
world,” the Lord of Death said and bought the pig.

Then the boy moved back into his previous body. The Lord of Death told the
boy to go home but he said he had to go back with his sister. “If my sister can’t
return then | need another girl to be my wife,” said the boy. The Lord of Death and
the sister were then at a loss.

In the end the Lord of Death told the boy to take someone who was going
down the valley, and not to take anyone who was going up the valley. The boy
delightedly went to the valley where he met many people going up into the valley.
He saw nobody going down. He continued walking and arrived at the end of the
valley where he saw a girl who was coming down. He said, “Why are you coming
back?”

“l have a mother and son at home. | miss them very much and | can’t go to the
next life,” said the girl.

“Please be my sister. There is only me and my mother in my family,” the boy
responded.

“Okay, | can be your sister. I’ll do the housework for you and your mother,”
replied the girl.

The boy took the girl to his home. When the boy’s mother saw them, she asked,
“Where is your sister?” The boy explained what he had seen in the After-death
Realm, and introduced the girl to her mother. He said that she was his new sister.
The mother also agreed she could live with them. However the new sister was not a
real human, but instead she was a ghost with magic powers. She used her magic to
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cook many different dishes and her time in the home was brief. One day, a man
who could subdue ghosts came to the boy’s home, saw the ghost, and asked the
boy’s mother if her family had a guest.

The mother replied, “We don’t have a guest, but we have a new bride.”

“How is the new bride?” asked the man.

“She is pretty and hard working,” said the boy’s mother.

“Okay. Tomorrow put a thresher stone on the floor and ask her to bring you
lunch. Then we will know if she is a ghost,” replied the man.

The mother was surprised, went home, and said nothing about the conversation.
But the bride knew something was wrong and cried. When the boy asked her what
was the matter, she told what she knew and said she was afraid of the threshing
stone since she was not human. The bride promised the boy and the mother that she
would not harm them. The next day, the mother went to the threshing stone and
waited for the bride to bring lunch. The bride came with some dishes for lunch but
disappeared when she approached the threshing stone. Someone whom the mother
could not see put food in front of her. The mother realized the bride was a ghost
and thought that she should be driven from the village. She then decided to subdue
the ghost bride and went to see the man who subdued ghosts. The bride, realizing
that she would be subdued, pretended to be sick, lay in bed, and suggested to the
boy, “If you really love me, ride a horse to the place where we first met. Do this
tomorrow when people come to see me and that man is preparing to subdue me.
When you arrive, call my name, do three prostrations, and return. I will be gone
when you return. Please hold me and kiss me three times, no matter how | look and
smell. Don’t feel disgusted. If you do all of this, I will become human.” The boy
did exactly what the ghost bride said and afterwards the boy, the bride, and the
mother lived happily together.
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A Beggar’s Daughter

A great king had an unlucky son. When the prince reached marriageable age,
an astrologer said to the king, “You should make a pair of shoes for your son and
try them on all the girls. Whoever’s feet fit this pair of shoes is your daughter-in-
law.”

Then the king made a pair of shoes when it was about time for the prince to
marry. The king held a grand party and brought everyone together. The king tried
the shoes on all the same aged girls, but the pair did not fit any of them. Some
ministers saw there were a mother and a daughter outside in the yard. The daughter
wanted to join the party but her mother did not give her permission and beat her.
The daughter was crying.

“What’s the wrong with that girl?” the king asked.

“She wants to join the party but her mother won’t let her enter. She doesn’t
want to obey her mother, so her mother beat her,” the ministers answered.

The king then ordered the girl to join the party, and tried the shoes on her.
They fit properly. The king then told the prince to marry her.

The king died a few years later. The prince was an unlucky drunkard who
owned a valuable watch and a gold ring. He had no other valuable things. He often
drank and boasted. One day a young man said, “Why do you boast? You have
nothing but that watch and gold ring.”

The prince, who was now king, angrily said, “It’s not like that. | can break
these now,” and then smashed the watch and the golden ring.

The next day when he boasted again, another young man said, “You have
nothing to boast about. If you are capable, why didn’t you marry a princess instead
of a beggar’s daughter? Without your wife’s help, you couldn’t support your
family.”

The king angrily said, “It’s not like that. Let’s drive her out and we can see
what will happen.”

Then he went back home and said to his wife, “You must leave this family.”

“l can’t go anywhere this night so please let me stay one more night, | beg
you!” said his wife, but he insisted she leave immediately. Then the wife asked him
to give the good mule to her, and he agreed. The mule went on without stopping for
a long time. When they got to a forest it was dark. They came to a small house
made of willow in the center of a yard. The mule pushed the door open with its
nose. The king’s wife thought that this was where they should stay, opened the
door, and saw an old woman in the room.

“What happened to you?” the old woman asked.
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“l was driven out of my home and have not found a place to stay. Please let
me stay here for one night,” the woman said.

“Certainly you can stay here. My son went out to collect firewood. Usually he
comes back early, but it’s already very late. I’m worried about him.”

At that moment the young man came back with a heavy, unbalanced load on a
donkey, “Why are you so late? What happened?” his mother asked.

“Today the donkey’s load was unbalanced, so | put some stones from the
stream in the valley on the load,” said the son.

When they unloaded the donkey, the stones had become gold. The girl said,
“They are gold.”

They were very surprised. The young man said, “I took these from the stream
in the valley.”

The old woman then felt this girl was good and asked her to marry her son.
She agreed. The next day the couple went to collect gold stones in the valley. After
a few days they went to town to sell the gold stones. The buyer asked, “What do
you want for them?”

The man answered, “l want one hundred carriages and one hundred small
rooms.”

Actually, the mother and son were once the king’s neighbors. The king had
driven them away and the young man wanted revenge. The couple loaded the wood
on the carriages, went near the king’s home, and began to build the rooms. They
completed a house and lived there happily.

One day they saw the king begging for bread outside their home. The girl felt
sympathy, put a piece of gold in the bread, and gave it to him. Afterwards the king
met a woman selling wine and exchanged the bread for wine. The next day the old
woman thought she should give a gift to the girl’s family for completing their home
and gave the bread to her, thus the bread with gold returned to her. The family of
the beggar’s daughter lived happily in a new big home. The king went to his
father’s friends and everywhere to beg, while the beggar’s daughter was a lucky
woman and lived happily.
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Melon Killing

Many years ago, an old Salar man went to a village and sold melons until
sunset. He felt very sleepy, and stayed under a big tree that night. He tied his mule
to the tree before he slept. When he woke up the next morning, his mule was gone,
so he went around looking for his mule until he found it eating wheat in a villager’s
wheat field. The mule had eaten a lot of wheat, and he felt very sorry for the farmer,
thought he should give something to the farmer, and left a big melon in the field.

The next day the farmer came to the field and saw the big melon with its
stem coiling up a bit. The farmer had not seen a melon before, and was very afraid.
He returned to the village and said, “There is a strange insect in my field. Its tail is
coiled up a bit, and it ate a lot of wheat. I’ve never seen an insect like this before.
What should we do?”

All the villagers then went to the field. They all agreed the melon was a large,
strange insect and worriedly discussed how to kill it. They then decided to get the
village idiot to kill it.

The next day the villagers all went to the field and they told the idiot, “You
must kill the insect,” and handed him a sword.

The idiot took the sword as the other villagers stood around the insect with
spears, knives, and sticks. The idiot went near the insect and chopped it with the
sword as seeds flew.

The villagers noticed and said, “This was the right time to kill it or the small
ones would have matured and destroyed our crops.” They then rewarded the idiot
with gifts and kha btags.
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Two Brothers

An elder brother had a wife and no children. His family was rich and happy.
Conversely, the younger brother had many children and his family was very poor.
The elder brother always scolded the younger brother by saying things like, “Your
wife is very lazy and had many children, so your family became very poor. My
wife was lucky and had no children. She is also a good cook and likes to clean.
This is why my family is rich and happy.”

One day the younger brother heard that his elder brother wanted to go trading
and asked his brother if he could go with him. The elder brother agreed. The elder
brother constantly scolded his younger brother as they walked along: “If you had
gotten another wife, your family wouldn’t be like it is now. Your wife is lazy, so
your family became very poor.”

Then the younger brother thought and said, “Please don’t talk like that. My
wife is a very kind and good hearted woman. We are poor because we have many
children. She is actually better than your wife.”

The elder brother responded, “What is your wife good at doing?”

The younger brother said, “If you really do not believe me, let’s return to our
families and test them.” The elder brother agreed and they went back to test their
wives that evening.

They climbed up on the roof of the elder brother’s home to watch the elder
brother’s wife through the skylight. The sister-in-law sat for a while, ate a lump of
meat, and said, “I have no children so who else will eat this?” She thought for a
while and then ate a large sausage. She said to herself, “It’s better to sleep after
drinking a bowl of yogurt. | don’t have any children, so | don’t need to share with
anybody.” Then she went to bed after drinking a bowl of yogurt.

Next the two brothers climbed up on the roof of the younger brother’s home
and heard the little children yelling at their mother, “Mother, I am not full with just
porridge. I’m still hungry!”

The mother said, “Each of us has eaten one bowl. Your father has gone out to
make money for us, and what will he eat if he comes back?”

Then the two brothers returned to the elder brother’s home, knocked on the
door, and called to the sister-in-law. She pretended to be very surprised, and as
energetic as a monkey, said, “Why did you come back? How are you two?”

The younger brother said to his sister-in-law, “Please don’t be nervous or
worry. Far from our village, we met a snake as fat as the sausage you were eating
some moments ago. We were scared and beat it with a stone as big as the chunk of
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meat you were eating moments ago. Its brains fell out, just like the big bowl of
yogurt you were having. We felt disgusted and scared, so we ran back.”
Then the sister-in-law was very embarrassed.
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Two Monks visit the Jobo*

Once, two monks made the decision to go on a pilgrimage to Lhasa to worship
the Jobo. When they began their journey, each prepared a new pair of shoes and
wore their old ones. On the way to Lhasa one of the monks got sick and died, while
the other continued.

After a few days the dead monk came back to life, caught up with his friend,
and asked his friend if he could borrow a pair of shoes. The other monk said, “We
both brought a pair of new shoes and wore our old ones at the beginning of our
journey. What have you done with your new shoes? You are dead, aren’t you?”

“No, I’'m not dead and all my shoes are worn out,” the revived monk answered.

“Both my new shoes and old shoes are still fine. Why are both of your pairs of
shoes worn out?” asked the other monk.

“I’ve been wandering the three realms,” the revived monk answered. Then the
other monk thought that his friend was not human, but they continued on together
as before.

Halfway to Lhasa the revived monk said, “This time | want to offer a butter
lamp to the Jobo but if you tell anybody about this, I will eat you.” Then the monk
realized that the revived monk would burn the Jobo and he knew he must warn
others.

They went to visit the Jobo when they reached Lhasa. While worshiping, the
monk showed strong faith and concentrated on praying. Then he told the
compassionate Jobo story of his friend: how he died, came back to life, how he
planned to burn down the Jobo, and what he thought about it. Then the Jobo gave
him an amulet and incense and said there would be no obstacles or interference on
his return home.

Then the monk started his return journey in great worry. He heard that there
was a ghost on the way and believed that it must be his friend. He decided to delay
his journey and stayed in a rocky cave for a few days on his way back home.

A king with a hundred soldiers met the monk and asked where the ghost was.
The monk pointed to a valley in front of him and said the ghost was there. The king
then told the monk to lead him to the ghost. The monk said, “I can show you the
road but | can’t take you there because I’m very afraid of the ghost.” The monk

35

* A precious image of the Buddha brought to Tibet by King Srong btsan’s Chinese
bride.
5 Desire realm, form realm, and formless realm.
292



showed the road to the king and the king and his soldiers left. Then the monk
returned to the rocky cave, sat, and watched.

The ghost was returning from hunting wild yaks. He was driving one wild yak
cow accompanied by three wild yak calves, carrying a dead wild yak on his back,
and tanning a wild yak skin. The ghost killed all the soldiers with a single flick of
his finger and slashed the king’s belly with his knife. The monk thought he was not
in danger because the Jobo had given him the amulet and incense, but he still dared
not leave the cave.

A king with six tiger-like soldiers came to the monk a few days later and asked,
“Have you seen a ghost? Please show me where the ghost is.”

“The ghost lives in a valley but | can’t take you there because | am afraid of
the ghost,” the monk answered.

“Just show me the way,” said the king.

“There are two valleys and the ghost lives in the valley to the left,” the monk
said. Then the monk went back to his cave and watched as the king and his men
were Killed when the ghost slashed their bellies.

The monk was concerned, thinking it would be difficult to subdue the ghost. A
very old monk came to that place the next day carrying his religious robe on his
back and holding a drum, “Honorable monk, where is the ghost?” the old monk
asked.

“I can tell you the place where the ghost is, but | can’t take you there because
I’m afraid of the ghost,” the monk answered. Actually, the old monk was the
Jobo’s apparition. The monk showed the way, then went back to the cave and
watched.

The ghost was returning from hunting wild yaks, driving one wild yak cow
accompanied by three calves, carrying a dead a wild yak on his back, and tanning a
wild yak skin by hand. The old monk sat in a cross-legged posture in the ghost’s
cave, reciting religious teachings. The ghost did not know what to do and sat there
with the dead yak on his back, tanning the wild yak skin. Immediately the ghost
became smaller and smaller, and finally completely disappeared.

The monk thought the ghost must now be subdued. “There is no doubt that the
old monk is the Jobo,” he thought and fervently prayed to The Three Jewels.®

The old monk came and said, “I am the Jobo. Don’t be afraid of anything on
the way back to your home starting from today. | didn’t send the ghost to the lower
realm. He will be reborn near your home, when you return.”

6 Buddha, Dharma, and Sangha.
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When the monk got home from Lhasa a baby was born in his brother’s family
just as the old monk said.
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The Tiger, the Wolf, and the Rabbit

A tiger, wolf, and a rabbit lived in one area. One day they saw an exorcist was
going home with his drum, cymbals, and provisions. He was returning from a home
where he had just finished a ritual. The rabbit said, “Let’s steal the exorcist’s
things.”

The tiger and the wolf responded, “How?”

The rabbit said, “You two wait here and watch. I’ll jump from the rocky hill
in front of the exorcist, pretend to have pain in my feet, and go very slowly. I’'m
sure he’ll chase me. When he gets near me, I’ll run a little faster, so he will leave
his things behind. Then you two grab his things and run away. I’ll run just below
the mountain pass.”

The rabbit then jumped out from a rocky hill in front of the exorcist and
dragged his left leg, pretending injury. The exorcist thought he could catch the
rabbit and chased it, but the rabbit hopped a little more quickly. The exorcist left
his goods behind and chased the rabbit. The wolf and the tiger then took the goods
and went into a forest. The rabbit soon hopped behind a hill, losing the exorcist.

The rabbit, the tiger, and the wolf met in the forest and started to divide the
goods. The rabbit said to the tiger, “You should take the drum because you have
many babies. Beat the drum night and day to help them grow more quickly.”

The rabbit said to the wolf, “You also have many babies. Take the cymbal
and clang it night and day to help them grow up. | have no babies, so, I’ll take the
bag, even if there is nothing in it.” Then they left in separate directions.

The rabbit opened the bag and saw burned bread. He ate some, smeared
excrement into the remaining bread, and bound his mouth with thin grass.

The tiger and the wolf played the drum and the cymbal night and day, and
their babies died. They thought this was caused by the rabbit’s trickery and agreed
to kill him in revenge. The rabbit guessed they would come to him, so he made his
mouth bleed and pretended to be very sick. When they came, the rabbit way lying
on the ground and his mouth was bleeding. He said to the tiger and the wolf, “It’s
very good you two have come for | will die soon.”

“What happened to you?” they asked.

The rabbit said, “I ate a little of the exorcist’s bread, then it slashed my lips,
and | feel very ill. I’'m sure I will die soon. | hope you two will eat the bread.”

The tiger and wolf said, “Our babies died. Maybe all these things were caused
by our stealing the goods from the exorcist.”
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“Please eat the bread. If you are the son of a great man, you should break it
with your head; if you are the son of a bad man, you should break it with your
kneecap,” said rabbit.

The wolf thought he was surely the son of a great man, and broke the bread
with his head, so the excrement fell out from the bread onto his face, which
explains why the wolf’s face is not flat.
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The woodcutter and the Stone

An older brother had a cruel wife who often asked his younger brother to go
out with a donkey and collect fuel. The younger brother saw a shiny stone as he
passed through the forest. He eventually decided that the shiny stone must be very
special, so he took it home and put it in the family shrine. Every night before he
went to bed, he did three prostrations.

One day when he returned from the forest, someone had prepared bread, meat,
and tea for him. He was surprised to see this and wondered who was responsible.
He thought that his brother and sister-in-law would never give him such good food.

This continued and one day he pretended to go collect fuel but actually hid
nearby. To his surprise, a girl came out of the shiny stone and cooked delicious
food for him. He asked, “Why do you come and cook for me?”

“You have no parents. Your brother and his wife are unkind to you. So | came
from Heaven to cook for you and be your wife,” she said.

“It’s appropriate that a goddess from Heaven cooks for a poor man like me and
become my wife. But | must report this to the king,”said the man but his wife did
not agree. He insisted that he report this news to the king and finally, his wife
despondently agreed.

"When then king arrives here, | will make some tasty tea. If the king finishes
drinking the tea, please don’t call me to make more tea," said the girl and then they
invited the king to have a meal.

When the king arrived, the girl served the tea and pretended to be sad to mask
her beauty. After a while the king finished his tea and said, “Such tasty tea! Please
make more.” The girl didn’t say anything, while maintaining a dour expression.

Her pretense, however, did not work and the king discovered her beauty when
she served the second round of tea, and said “This girl is just like a goddess. She is
not suited for a poor man like you. It would be wonderful if she could be my wife.
If you don’t agree, then I’ll order you to go to the Land of Rashasa’ and steal the
valuable lotus flower,” the king threatened.

The man explained that he could not go but his request was rejected. Then the
girl said, “In the Land of Rakshasa, you will find my sister who is under the control
of Rakshasa. When you reach a rocky hill, call my sister’s name and she will help
you. You must call her name when Rakshasa is absent.”

The man then started off to the Land of Rakshasa. His wife’s sister said, “I
have heard about that flower but 1’ve never seen it. | have all the keys to the

7 Vampire
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storage rooms except one. | will ask the vampire when he returns. Please hide in
the well and overhear our conversation.”

The man’s wife’s sister said to the vampure, “Is there a flower called lotus
here? | have heard about it but have never seen it.”

“Yes, there is a flower like that. Ordinary beings are not allowed to see it, but
you can see it if you want,” he said and gave the key to the man’s wife’s sister.

The sister and the man went to the storage room and stole the flower. They
also took a gold pot, a bag of beans, a bag of ash, and a bag of vampire killing
disease. The sister of the man’s wife’s sister also escaped with him.

When the vampire learned the goddess was gone, he ran after the man and the
goddess, who flung a handful of ashes in the air and said a curse to turn them into a
cloud, which covered the vampire’s eyesight and he could not run after them as
quickly as before. They repeated this several times, and went through all the ashes.
They then flung the beans and cursed them to turn into hailstones, but the beans
were also exhausted after a while. Just at that time, they crossed a river and blew
disease from the vampire Killing disease bag and all the vampires died in a second.
Then the man and the sister took the lotus flower to the king.

The king said, “Just bringing this flower is not enough. Let’s see if you can
cover the mountain in front of my palace with silk. If you can, then | will give you
my position as king. If not, | will take your wife.”

The man went home in great worry, and his wife’s sister told him to find the
place where he found the shiny stone and say, “Father in-law, your big box of silk
is too large, your small box of silk is too small, please lend me the medium-sized
box of silk.”

The man then followed the goddess’s instructions, obtained a box from the
shiny stone, and covered the mountain in front of the king’s palace. But the king’s
silk could only cover half of the mountain. The king had failed.

But the king was tricky and said, “This is not enough. Let’s fight.”

The sister in-law told the man to return the box of silk and say to the stone,
“Your big box of soldiers is too large, your little box of soldiers is too small, so
please lend me your medium-sized box of soldiers.”

He then got the medium-sized box of soldiers from the father in-law. On the
way back, he wondered what was in the box and opened it. The magic soldiers
came out of the box and asked the man what they should attack. He did not know
what to say and told the soldiers to attack the forest. The soldiers cut down all the
trees in the forest and were then a bit tired. The man then took the box home.

The sister in-law asked, “Did you open the box?”

306



“No, I didn’t open it,” he lied. Then they took the box to the king’s family and
asked the soldiers to fight. The king’s soldiers were surprised and scared, and
would not come out.

The king again asked to compete using cocks. The man borrowed a cock from
the father in-law. It fought the king’s cocks and killed them all. The king then had
to give his position to the man. The man and his wife lived a happy life together.
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The Mice Army

There once was a coral king, a turquoise king, and a mouse king. One day, the
mouse king’s family ran out of food and went to borrow food from the turquoise
king. The mouse king went to the turquoise king’s door and shouted, “Please take
the cat away! | need to talk to your king,” and was allowed to enter.

When he met the turquoise king, he said, “My family ran out of food and my
fellow mice have nothing to eat. Many of them have died. Can you lend me a box
of barley?”

“l don’t even lend my barley to people, so how could | lend barley to
animals?” replied the turquoise King.

The mouse king then went to the coral king, who agreed to lend the mouse
king some barley. That evening the mouse king led his fellow mice and took the
borrowed barley from the coral king.

The next year, the mouse king’s family returned the barley to the coral king.
The mouse king thanked the coral king for his help, told the coral king that his
mouse country would help if the coral country encountered problems, and then
returned to his home.

After a period, the coral country and the turquoise country were about to start a
battle. Both sides arranged to fight on the two sides of a river at a certain time. The
coral king thought that the mouse king would probably help and went to ask help
from the mouse king, who agreed to assist. The mouse king requested the coral
king to put plenty of baskets of horse dung along the river bank.

In the evening, all the mice crossed the river riding the horse dung and cut all
the horse reins, saddles, sashes and shoes of the turquoise king’s soldiers into
pieces on the opposite side of the river.

The next morning when the battle was engaged, the turquoise king’s soldiers
found all their horse reins, saddles, and shoes were cut into pieces. The turquoise
king thought that it was a bad omen and said, “Even if we went to war we could
not win.”

He accepted the loss and the coral king became the winner.
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