Clouds

for flute and three guitars Andreja Andric 1994

The composition consists in three parts that should be played one after another, without breaks.

There is no explicit synchronization between musicians throughout the piece, but they need to rehearse
together and listen to each other in order to get the piece right. Note: flute does not appear in the First
part. Total duration of the piece is 28 minutes.

First part

for three guitars

Performers play without common time, therefore their parts are given separately. Each performer uses a
stopwatch. Content of each measure needs to be repeated for the period of time indicated for that measure.
Each measure should be played very fast with a long crescendo and decrescendo.

First guitar ends one minute before the other two, then immediately passes to the Second part. Other two
guitars join later.

First guitar

Duration of this part: 10 minutes and 45 seconds
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Second part
for flute and three guitars

As each performer ends their part from the First part, they immediately pass to the Second part. Flute
joins a li‘itle later. Here again the performers play without common time, and their parts are again given
separately.

Flute

Dynamics and articulations are free. Groups of notes may be repeated. Notes can be embellished at will.
Accidentals are applied only to the immediately adjacent note. A black note head means a short duration
(less than half a second). A white note head means a long duration (more than two seconds). A whole rest
means a pause of any duration.

Duration of this part: 6 minutes
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for flute and three guitars
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These seven fragments can be played in any order. A fragment may be repeated any number of times, but
everyone must play each fragment at least once. Dynamics, articulations and durations are free. Accidentals
are applied only to the immediately adjacent note. Every note can be embellished at will.

Duration of this part: 6 minutes
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Third part

for flute and three guitars

As each performer ends their part from the Second part, they immediately pass to the Third part.
During transition, flute is silent, and joins only a little later. Here again the performers play without
common time, and their parts are again given separately.

Flute

Dynamics and articulations are free. Groups of notes may be repeated. Accidentals apply only to the
immediately adjacent note. A black note head means a short duration (less than half a second). A white
note head means a long duration (more than two seconds). A whole rest means a pause of any duration.
Note: very little material is offered for the 10 minutes duration of this part. This part should be shaped
with lots of pauses, very long notes and frequent repetitions.

Duration of this part: 10 minutes
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for flute and three guitars

Three guitars

Each player does the following their own way:

Play very fast all the time.

Repeat a short phrase on the three lowest strings (6, 5, 4).

Place the first finger of your left hand on any of the three strings, in any position.

Repeat the phrase some more.

Eventually move the finger two-three positions up or down the guitar neck, and repeat the

phrase some more.

Add the second finger of your left hand to any of the available positions, keeping the first one in place.
Repeat the phrase some more.

Eventually move the two fingers two-three positions up or down the guitar neck, and repeat the
phrase some more.

Add the third finger of your left hand to any of the remaining positions, keeping the first two in place.
Repeat the phrase some more.

Eventually move all the fingers two-three positions up or down the guitar neck, and repeat the
phrase some more.

Add the fourth finger to any of the remaining positions, keeping the others in place.

Repeat the phrase some more.

Eventually move all the fingers two-three positions up or down the guitar neck, and repeat the
phrase some more.

Now release the fourth finger, keeping the others in place.

Repeat the phrase some more.

Eventually move the remaining fingers two-three positions up or down the guitar neck, and
repeat the phrase some more.

Now release the third finger, keeping the remaining two in place.

Repeat the phrase some more.

Eventually move the remaining fingers two-three positions up or down the guitar neck, and
repeat the phrase some more.

Now release the second finger, keeping the first in place.

Repeat the phrase some more.

Eventually move the first finger two-three positions up or down the guitar neck, and repeat the
phrase some more.

Release the first finger, and repeat the phrase some more.

Now, instead of the strings (6, 5, 4) that were only active so far, focus on the strings 6, 5, and 3.
On these three strings repeat all that you had done previously on the strings 6, 5, and 4. Repeat the
process differently, as the moment leads you.

When done, do everything again on strings 6, 5, 4.

When done, redo everything again on 6, 5, 3.

Then on 6, 4, 3.

Then on 5, 4, 3.

Then on 4, 3, 2.

Then on 4, 3, 1.

Then on 4, 3, 2.

Then on 4, 3, 1.

Then on 4, 2, 1.

Then on 3, 2, 1. Here, on top three strings, repeat the whole process three times.

Then get back to 4, 2, 1.

Then to 4, 3, 1.
Then to 4, 3, 2.
Then again to 4, 3, 1.

Then again to 4, 3, 2.

Then to 5, 4, 3.

Then to 6, 4, 3.

Then to 6, 5, 3.

Then to 6, 5, 4.

Then again to 6, 5, 3. And, finally,

again to 6, 5, 4, the three lowest strings.

Aﬁply crescendi and decrescendi all the time, so that overall dynamics gets wavy.

The overall sound of all the three guitars should give an idea of a dark, dense, tumultuous chord getting
very slowly and gradually brighter and brighter, as each guitar in its own way, but loosely together,
approaches higher and higher registers of their respective instruments. The returning back to the lower
registers and darker colors should be equally smooth. The long, occasional flute sounds should pierce
here and there through the dense mass of guitar sound.

Duration of this part: 10 minutes
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