
7



THE COWBIRD
The cowbird formerly associated

with buffalo, following the big
animals as they waded through
tall grass so that they could
snatch the insects stirred up
by the lumbering beasts' hoofs,
they often perched on their
backs and waited there
until the buffalo happened
to disturb insects in

the grass . when the
buffalo became an
almost extinct animal,
the "buffalo bird " found
it easy to become a cow-
bird, following the
grazing cattle of the
early trail drivers as
easily as it had the
migrating buffalo. ,<',<,

SUBSTITUTION. THE EGG IS DULY HATCHED
AND THEN THE TROUBLE BEGINS '. THE
LITTLE COWBIRD ALWAYS GROWS MUCH
FASTER THAN THE FOSTER PARENT'S
OWN BABIES AND SOON HE IS RULER OF
THE .ROOST, SHOULDERING THE OTHER
YOUNG BIRDS ASIDE WHEN THE PARENT
RETURNS TO THE NEST WITH A WORM OR
OTHER FOOD. THE COWBIRD ACTUALLY
STARVES THE OTHER YOUNG BIRDS TO
DEATH WITH HIS GREEDY SNATCHING
AFTER FOOD OR FORCES THEM OUT OF

THE NEST BECAUSE OF HIS LARGER
SIZE. .IT IS SAID THAT THE LIVES '

OF TWO TO FIVE OTHER BIRDS
ARE DESTROYED FOR EVERY

COWBIRD.



MfwtiKii® ;^

/WHAT'S GOTTEN INTO YOU TWO ? I DON'T
]

'" ""^\SEE ANYTHING.



I'VE WANTED TO DO IT FOR WEEKS— f NO! UNCLE
EVER SINCE I STARTED COMING 1 SMOKY'S

!

DOWN HERE TO WATCH THE / OWNS THIS
HORSES: ARE THEY J

\ SPREAD.BY
ALL YOURS? J _m^ | THE WAY, I'M

HOWDY? I'M JAMEY? I USED TO
LIVE IN AN ORPHANAGE BUT MISTER]
BLAKE ADOPTED ME LAST MONTH?
I SURE LIKE IT OUT IN THE i

COUNTRY?

MEANWHILE,HOW ABOUT']
RIDING TO THE HOUSE /

WITHME? IT'S _/
NEARLY NOON AND V
I'M STARVED? ^-X ^

,ONLY I DO WISH
HAD AHORSE? POP
8LAKE SAYS HE'LL

f

BUY ME ONE SOON
AS HE STRIKES

,

IT RICH?

BETTER NOT? HE ISN'T BROKEN? CHAMP'LL^
CARRY DOUBLE* CM ON? I'LL BOOST

YOU UPf

CHAMP* IS THIS THE \

WONDER HORSE
FOLKS TALK

i







I KNOW, POP
WARNED ME'
BUT HE SAID I

COULD TELL
-——, YOU!

THAT MAKES ME REAL
PROUDr NOW, PROD
THAT PONYf WE'RE
BOTH DUE HOME BEFORE,
SUNDOWN



JAMEY! WHAT HAPPENED
THIS PLACE LOOKS LIKE
A TORNADO HIT IT

I'M ALL RIGHTf
ONLY MY MOUTH'S
AWFUL DRY FROM
THAT GAG' _

:

A COUPLE OF MINUTES LATER, -

MMMM...THAT DID THE
TRICK' I DON'T SAVVY
WHY HE GAGGED ME f m/A
GUESS I'M LUCKY ^W \

TO BE ALIVE,
THOUGH !

BETTER START
AT THE BEGINNING,
JAMEY? DID YOU

NOT HE WORE A MASK? 1WAS OUTBACK^
CHOPPING WOOD? SUDDENLY, THERE HE
WAS— AT THE CORNER OF THE CABIN
POINTING A GUN AT ME?

HE MARCHED ME INSIDE' AND ^
ORDERED ME TO GET POP'S GOLO
FOR HIMr I TRIED TO TELL HIM
THERE WASN'T ANY, BUT HE ^
DIDN'T BELIEVE ME* ,^mmJ

HE HIT ME THREE OR FOUR TIMES »

THEN TIED ME UP! AFTER THAT,
HE TORE THE PLACE
APART r

DID HE H
•FIND

ANYTHING?













AS RICKY REACHES FOR HIS RIFLE..
' THEY'RE HEADING FOR THE TRESTLE
WE'VE GOT TO DOUBLE' BACK



POP* S OKAY BUTl jB GOODr C HAM P"LL STAND \

TUCKERED OUT? Iffl GUARD V HILE WE TIE
PUFFOI BRpUGHT [ J9I HIM UP BUT mrnrn^T

.

YOUR ROf E""^i||Ltol_Jl^3n^
,-'".

;., ;i.

-

F>



YEP' HE'S FRANK
SCUDDER' CLAIMS HE'S
APROSPECTOR BUT POP
SAYS HE'S NOTHING _

""
I TRAMP* -JE

THIS {GRUNT?}
OUSHTA HOLD

1 Cl\\L W$j$wt

£? til

j*»^

- t rS^a



"THE FIRST TIME SCUDDER'S TRAltAN-

-

MINE-CROSSED WAS ABOUT SlXMONTHS
AGO."



CHAMP ALWAYS )/ r wfSH : HAD A
COMES THROUGH!

( HORSE LIKE HIM*
THIS TIME, HE CAME V
THROUGH DOUBLE?

THERE'S ONVf0/V£ \ I

CHAMP, JAMEY* BUT (J
THERE'S A COLT O' HIS ^
I'M AIMING TO GIVE YOU
AFTER HE'S BROKE! -.

J

G-GOSHT THANKS,
MISTER ASHTONf
THIS SURE TURNED
OUT TO SE POP'S
AN' MY LUCKY
DAY



mmf\ COME
THROUGH

BETTER BE ON YOUR f SHUCKS, SMOKY
GUARD, JESS! LUKE ( LUKE'S ALL TALK
ROBE'Y WASN'T JUST \ AND NO DO.
EXERC1SIN" HIS VOCAL
CHORDS

HATED TO ORDER HIM OFF THAT
NEW LAND I JUST BOUGHT! HE'S
"SQUATTED" THERE SO LONG!
BUT I'M BUILD1N' UP A NEW
HERD AND NE*ED THE RANGE!



n/S KiNDQF
ROUGH ON LUKE
ROBEY, UNCLE
SMOKY! Hfl''ING

TO MOVE ALL
THE TIME





HEARD THE OLD GUV SAY YOU
WERE ALONE' RECKUN YOU
CAN SCARE ME UP SOME

I'M HALF-STARVI

THINK I'LL TAKE T AT BA ff AND
WASN'T T NICE OF SOMEBODY
TO LEAV

^
TTi

E A SADD LE HANDY' J^

Wf52
^i

s
S| l.f l.gp)

ill.
Ula
i^==
p^fei

KS^ :

IS ?«
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MEANWHILE, AT THE DODGE RANCH
^7 ...l WARNED OESS/SHERIFFr BUT

( SAID LUKE'S ALWAYS BLOWIN'A FUSE—^m» AND NOTHIN' EVER COMES OF IT

IT DOESN'Tf THAT'S WHY I'M ^^
LMOST SURE IT WASN'T LUK£ WHO ^

DRYGULCHEO MET



WE'LLFIND OUT SOON AS
GET HIM AND CHECK HIS
AGAINST THE BULLET
TOOK OUT OF

HMMM... LOOKS LIKE THE'ROBEY BROTHERS ARE HOME?
RECKON I'LL SNEAK DOWN! MAYBE I CAN FIND OUT
IF LUKE REALLY DID SHOOT MISTER DODGE?

GOSH! I'VE GOT TO FIND THAT d'i

POSSE PRONTO! AND TELL
THEM LUKE ISN'T GUILTY'

hmrI j\ X •

f!
10^IPSgs^



A LITTLE LATER— ON THE RIDGE

A RIDER? COMIN'THIS
WAY! I'LLHIDEINTHE
BUSHES AN' MAYBE

BUT REBEL'S KEEN NOSE GETS THE SCENT.. . |

1 WHAT S UP.REBEL? CORNEREDA
_g££isa**S.^ . .«. ^^M^.. COTTONTAIL?

|

Hl/Pp/

^lIfV**- f
*J

ffr?t\f,A «**!KM 4*.'>c,^- vTO?«H^i^iihs "«ny^pC$ /^vr< t fcWr.Jtf
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THAT'S WHAT I TOLD JESS DODGE
THREE YEARS AGO WHEN HE TESTI-
FIED AGAINST ME AN 1 -

tp1£d? then he's not deade i

thought my shot was high?
reckon i'm just as glad! after

I ALL,KILLIN'S TOO EASY FOR HlMf.

REBEL DOES NOT HAVE TO SE TOLD TWICE . .
j

|
I'LL STOP AJU, TUU <MH
FOUR-LEGGED

^.TORNADO' ^|H f RUN, REBEL? 1

(J^-itt&L- "
..,

1
j**

'*"' ^£>&\m^
^r^^esgL





THE OUTLAW GETS AN IDEA

.

SO THEY THINK THAT BLOKE SHOT
DODGEr WHAT A BREAK FOR MEf
I'LL DRAW THEIR FIRE*.

TAKING ADVANTAGE OF THIS TEMPORARY
DISTRACTION, THE R08EYS MAKE A
BREAK FOR IT, BUT. . .



Tm^WU,
SEP*-*





TAKE THAT HOMBRE
HANGED IF 1 KNOW

m THE JAILHOUSE.BOYS
OW HE FIGURES IN THIS

THOUGH.

w^lk. SHERIFF/ J'
*•

*j\i$fcQ>.

y^O/J^

"ItfK*

Hipfe^
Vb#



QUICKLY.RICKY TELLS HIS STORY

..AND BASCOM WAS GOING I GREAT GRIEF!
TO LET LUKE TAKE THE (WE'D BETTER
BLAME FOR POISONINGTHE I GET TO THAT
NEW HERD,TOOT ^^WATER HOLE FAST

^^H9 j^V n SMOKY





LATER, IN TOWN

YOU'RE FREE TO GO NOW,
FRANKr BUT NEXT TIME
DON'T GO SHOOTIN 1

AT t

POSSE EVEN OVER
THEIR HEADS



BUT WE'D LIKE MIGHTY WELL TO
GIVE OUR STOCK TO YOU, RICKY!
ON ACCOUNT OF YOU'RE THE.
"PAPPY" OF THOSE TWO
WONDER ANIMALS: I'D BE A
DEAD DUCK NOW, EXCEPT

GOSH, UNCLE SMOKY? CHAMP AND
REBEL DESERVE MEDALS FOR
THEIR DAY'S WORK

RECKON THEY'LLSETTLE FOR SOME
PPLES AND A STEAK? MEDALS WOULD \

GHTY HARD TO DIGEST?


