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On November 20th, 1965, Norman Thomas was 80 years old. In New York City
his friends and admirers in addition to SP members formed a committee with A.
Philip Randolph as chairmm, Harry Fleischman, Secretery snd James Lipsig, Treas-
urer, to commemorate the event. The committee raised a fund for Thomas and held
a reception at the Hotel istor which was attended by almost 2,000 people. 4n
; impressive list of spomsors, including Congressmen and Senators as well as lesd-
ers of radical and liberal organizations and old-time friends of Thomas was
drewn up. Birthday greetings were received from Socialist parties all over the
o world, in eddition to such personages as Chief Justice Barl Warren, Martin
Luther King, Jr., and Vice President Hubert Humphrey. The progem at the recep-
tion included a playlet vritten by Harry Gersh with the assistance of Harry
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o Fleischmen and Tom Brooks and narrated by Ossie Davis, Ruby Dee, Robert Ryan, .
Bardack Frederick O'Neal and balladeer Tom Glazer. A. FPhilip Rendolph was program chair-
3e Normen Thomas' 80th v Bl man, Michael Harrington and Norman Thomas spoke.
Ss Cedre Organization Ve Al Judy Bardacke, Executive Director of the Norman Thomas 80th Birthday Commit-
West E = tee and SP member, recounts her remembrences of the affair in the following ar-. .
8 Bibliography: Western Europe ticle,
i Social Democratic Perties /
é Iy EIRININiNIN]
9. Report on December 19th Vie tnem : e it
Protest David McReynolds ;
RN WSt 80 Judy Bardacke
Tl Proposed Civil Rights Statement Peter Meyer R R 4
13, Secretary's Report It might seem strange that one as young as I am could becoms so excited
Ikt and involved in a birthday of one as old as 80, However, it was not the age
15, SP Activities alone that impressed me so much, but the man himself and the e xtent to which
L Charlotte Roe 80 very -many others admire and feel affection for him, 1% is nok necessary
17. New .imorice = to document here the qualities and deeds which, blended, make Normen Thomas a
man of such great stature. I tend to agree with Irving Howe's article in NEW
1le. Report on the YPSL AMERIGA (December 30th): what is exciting about Thomas is not so much that he
possesses .those seemingly mystical qualities of a "great man,” but the fact
2l. Lettel eompo iro that, ;at 80, he has. maintained his. socialist ideology. Moreover, he is g living-
2 Lit & list broathing socialist, instead of a tired, dried-up old socialist. He is not g
3o lterature

man ‘touched by so much cynicism end disillusionment that he cannot par ticipate
in the events which are taking place sround him, nor does he cling to "the good
0ld times," the times which seemed to offer an easy hope for a better world,

NOTE: Please send erticles and reports of your activities for

f H d T A steadfast commiﬁfment to the possibility for a better world. It was this,
future issues of Hammer and Tongs.

and not only sentimentality, which I believe affected the thousands of people -
Who responded in one way or another to the opportunity to participate in
orman: :Thomas - 80th birthday celebration. fThose who did not attend the re-
ception at the Hotel istor in New York City sent birthday greetings or contri-
putions to the "Fund for Peace and Freedom" which, 'in the end, amounted to al—
ost twenty thousand dollars. The impressive fact about the fund was not the
emount (much more than that figure had to be collected to pay the expenses of
raising that much), but the fact that it grew as the result of many, meny

small contributions ranging from $1 upwards, rather than a much smaller num-

Socialist Perty ber of large contributions.

1182 Broadway

N.Y., N. Y. 10001 I would be amiss if I did not mention .the tireless and selfless donations

Pf time and talents of thosewho worked +o meke the 80th birthday celebration

0 successful. . I am not speaking only of the members of the birthday commit-
tee itself, but also of the numerous people who co-operated by making a phone
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call, writing a letter, mounting a photograph or collecting tickets at the doore
I couldn't even begin to reconstruct the list.

The "big event" was far from enti-climactic. Quite the contrery. The long
reception line of hundreds who waited to shake hands with Thomes end wish him
happy birthday. The Grend Rallroom filled. to overflowing with e crowd which re-
sponded with delight to the famous Thomas wisecracks; . with deepfelt emotion to
the song "We Shall Overcome" which ended ‘the playlet at the first part of the pro-
grem; and with serious consideration and encouragement to the words of Norman
Thomas end Ifichesl Herrington as they talked of the problems of today's world and
the” possibilities for their solution. _

1 have ©iried to convey 4in this rether brief, personal account of Normen .
Thomas! 804K birthday the sense of excitement ‘and hope that this isolated event .,
engendered in thos who perticipated. slthough I am sorely tempted, I do not want
to give the idea that I was overly impressed. The significance of the resounding
success of the 80th birthday Tecoption is onlyimpressive in the context of its
ass Goiation with a dedicdted but smell end stouggling Socialist "movement" , and..
does not in and of itself represent a "begimning" or a trend for the future. ..,
Normen Thomas has a large personal follcwing whose only link to socialist politios
or orgenized socialist cotivity is respect end edmiretion for Normen Thomas himself.
Although it does not sound the note of a new era, ‘the response of so many people to
the birthday celebration is in itself of positive significance.

(L g

Trenscript of tape sent to Normen Thomas? 80th birthday celebration:

Congratulations on'your 80th birthday. I cen think of no men who has done
more then you to inspire thenvision of a society free of injustice snd exploita-
tion. While some would adjus#dido, the status quo, you- urge, struggle. While some
would corrupt struggle with violent: and .undemocratic perversions, you alone
stood firmly for the integrity.of ends end meens. Your pursuit of racial and
economic democracy at-home,-end of senity and peace in the world, hes been eawe-
some in scope. Your example has enobled and dignified the fight for freedom,
end all. that we hear of; the Great Society seems only sn echo of your prophetic
eloguence. - 1% is with deep admiration end indebtedness that I carry the inspi-
ration of. your life to Oslo. : G

Mertin Luther King, Jre
Dear  Normen

T understend that the moment of truth has arrived and you ere confessing
another birthday. In your instance this should be sasy, because you remain
eternally young of heert and young of spirit. s ome of your older friemds, I
wish to join in wishing you not only & happy birthday but continued good health.
Your life has been dedicated to the practice of .the principles end ideals of de-
mocracy. It has also been a 1ife of courage im battle against gll forms of to-
taliteriamisn. With equel vigor end determination, you heve challenged the evil
forces of facism end communism -- never flinching, or retreating -- always ad-
vocatingthe cause of freedom and social justice. tmerice is a better land be-
cause of you, your life, your works, your deedss

Huber t H. Humphrey, V:Lc %H'esident Elect
(telegram) e

Se

CADRE ORGANIZATION: WHAT IT IS AnD WHY SOCIALISTS NEED IT.

Bill Allen

! on election eve this year I looked up the national returns for the 1960
el?ctlons and was struck by an utterly disgusting statistical footnote. It
said that a) The Socialist Labor Party, running in 16 states, got L7 -521
votes, and b) the Socialist Workers Party, on tﬁe ballot in 15 gtates, received
L0,175 votes. The combined total for the De Leonites and the Trotsk ites i
to about 88,000, and this represents only about a third of the staty ey
they were not on the ballot elsewhere. ; S

Of course there are those who vobte SLP or SH ‘ ua k
2 : ! WP because they act i
:.:z:;‘drispicglze do%mss.‘ There are adlso.those who cast protesz vot:;’ilw{tigsspt
o labels. ut even eliminating the screwball:
of the 88,000 voted simply becatse t i el R m el g
Y d s he word “socialist" was involved? |
supremely cautious ard say that of those 88,000 in 16 states only 10'00361;:: o8
Egzintla% member;tof the Socialist Party. But the point is that the;’y’are poten.
meimbers right now! TUhy aren't they actual m . v
I e embers? They vote iali
but no one'has ever pushed a Platform, an application b lank, agd a :enstlfri;t"

. havi }l;lizili_zur;i;dsio exsogndhoi what 10,000 new members would do for us. And
5 ggested what we really need to get us those n '
] ted ; ew memb ;
::ngzrsl Zegs;Et fror'n fghe civil rights movement, Where is. the pamphlet whic}elricin-—If
g o pamphieicﬁ;iﬂ thatdhe really can't afford not to join our party? Vhere
t 1l persuades a peacenik that he should be in the SP i .
. . P f |
Ze;'al_‘ggz iggﬁiigzezinzlgg planetary incineration? Where is the pamphlei tkl;lztsshows
2 v a 1 AFL~CIO is not enough and that th rati
is headed away from his 3 i a e
goals at present. The literat 1 i i !
where in our literature do we tie i i i s e S
€ e it to capitalism? Exposés of ‘
ruption make the best-seller lists where ' ; ¥Rt el
s it : -— where's our statement diagnosing this
lzggrgé'gegﬁg ihcure? ldealists flow into the Peace Corps, farmgrs in%o t:lLle NFO
0 the streets, but the Socialist Party, potentially an umbrella for ;

all, can't even recruit the :
prrr the 10,000 Americans who my Almanac says are waiting to

We all know we need or i
al : ganizers, pamphlets, a speaker's bureau d i
;% i;g;u;ie:?gn;uggrgr_utpee,vbu‘}cl none of these t}’xings have been fortﬂcizinz na'gi-rzg-
: e ioning right how, they would not be enough to bui the
. now, 7 uild us
kind of party that is needed to make a dent in American pfliticsu Wth ;»tr}e}eneéd
3

first as a substitute for
s i then as a i i i
zation, is a system of caére organizaizopg.lement' e Y UGUoRet S RERR S

" 1
sons’fkeeacﬁagrl;': O;on;;p‘; means simply that there should be a core of trained per-
i which can go f{)rph to create a new core. Applied to political
bers’w;uld s recsiult ‘:'.n an elitist monstrosity since the cadre (or core) "mem-
s e viewed as "more equal" than others. “But applied to organization
+» recruitment from scratch) or to training (i.e., leéding people along t?he "

R e .
rst steps), it is simply common sense. . Union organizers do it, Armies do it,
i 3

i G -
Universities reproduce themselves through it; in fact wherever you have formal

organization the choice is between so i 1
S e s some fqrm of gentrallzed replacementr mechanism

In Local C i Mi i
e OZ; aoAlumb:l_a, Missouri, we are conducting an experimental program to cre-
o ganizers out of our own membership. Ours is a university Local. This
every year an average of ‘a guartér of our members leave our Local &nd




CADRE ORGANIZATION:

go-to live and work elsewhere. Ve want these Comrades to be as well prepared as
possible to become effective organizers wherever they are. If one of them set-
tles in Springfield, ilissouri (population 95,000; SP membership 0), we expect to
see a thriving local there within two or three years. We who remain behind will
feed our exiled Comrade with literature, advice, and speakers, but he has got to
make it go by himself. And for this he must be trained.

Unfortunately we have no master organizer here to train us, so we are doing
it by ourselves. An effective Socialist organizer must be able to explain the .
Party's position on many aspects of contemporary life: automation, foreign pol-

icy, poverty, d emocratic socialism abroad, etc. To recruit in a hostile environ-

ment he has to be able to answer such questions: "If socialism is so good then

why is the suicide rate in Sweden the highest in the world?" (Answer: "The Swed-

ish suicide rate is seventh in the world with 15.4 per 100,000; the U.S. suicide
rate is tenth in the world with.13.0 per 100,000, but the U.S. murder rate is

seventh highest in the world while the Swedish rate is below thirtieth; in other

words Swedes and Americans kill themselves at aboubt the same rate, but Americans
kill each other like mad and what does that indicate about the glories of capi-
talism?"} The cadre organizer would not have known that answer before, but he
does nowe.

The reason is that each member of this program in Local Columbia has taken a

topic, such as Western European Socialism, made himself an expert on it, .and. con-

ducted a seminar for the other members on it. In the course of this year nine
such seminars will be held, which means that nine of our members know one sub-
ject in depth, and eight other subjects at least well enough to answer questions

on them. In addition to his Seminar report, each “expert® also provides his fel-

low potential "experts" with an outline of his own presentation plus a select

critical bibliography on the subject. . Fach bibliography whould be designed to
give the seminar members basic, easy-to-reach material so that they can work up
the subject in suitable depth with about three to five hours additional study..
We are not trying to create scholars, simply knowledgeable Socialists.
term training we depend on New America and other Party literature (What a shame
that New America does not run short book or article lists to benefit us alll).

Through these nine seminars each member should have at least nine speeches
he can give in the future on subject ranging from Welfarism, Liberalism, and
Socialism" to "Socialism and the Emerging Nations.™ The topic list could vary
adccording to inclination. The key is self-education. (Incidentally, since we
open these meetings to the public, we have an automatic average of one meeting
a month to keep us in the limelight).

But even the most fact-filled Socialist needs more than this. He needs to
know how to get good publicity for meebtings (how do you prepare. a press release?
what's the best day of the week far getting a good spot in the Village Bugle?
are supermarket bulletin boards a good place to stick up notices? how much does
a spot radio announcement
He needs to know about TV debates, meeting halls, mimeo machines, arena work,
fundraising, leafleteering, how to protect himself from the local fascists --in
short, hundreds of practical details that so often serve to separate the wish
from the act.

To supply some of these, we intend to hold a state-wide workshop here in
Columbia late in the spring. Since we are ignorant ourselves, we'll ask

For long-

cost .or can you get it on the local news program free?).

i

Te
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sympathizers who are students or teachers in journalism, sociology, social
workers, unionlsts, etc., to help us out. Those of us who have exp-rience
will share it. “'hose who hawe had problems will compare them with others.
Again, we won't-get all the answers. at once, but we will at least learn some-
thing, and year by year the cadre in Columbia will know more.

But most 1mportant of all, that Tomrade who took up residence in bpr:_ng-
field, Missouri (pop. 953865, socialist potential at a rate of .0001% equals
95 members) will know how to begin. Beyond that, he can look forward to the
day when, with enough members, Springfield, Missouri, can create its own cadre
to nurture the:towns and hamlets around Springfield so that they don't have to
wait for the millenium to hear the good word.

One of the most embarrassing questions that ~)ocn.allsts are confronted with
is: "How do you actually propose to go about .creating a Socialist America? "
Once our answers'were: faintly mystical. But. on the basis of the cadre organi-
zation concept we can’ now reply that at present we are back to where we started
in 1901, only this time we plan to start over again doing it the right way. No
get-rich-quick schemes, just slew plodding, area by area, until we have built
an instrument that will involve local organlzatlons in almost every town in
Amerlca.

Jhen we are in that position, then we can talk seriously about realignment
of the major parties, formatien of a labor party, running our own candidates.
Until that time, however I.commend that concept of cadre organization to. other
:Locals and would be most pleased to hear new ideas on it or to answer questions

“"about it.

We may. yet recruit those-10;000  socialist voters.

B -

The following is-the 1ist ‘of Local Columbia's topics for 196L-65:

November 10:
December 3 :

"Miestern European Socialist Parties" Bill Allen
YThe Social Effects of Automation™ David Troupe

Januvary 7 : "Anti-Communism in America® Panel

February it : % The Case for Socialized iedicine! Nancy Rupprecht
February 18: " Welfarism, Liberalism, and Socialism" Gordon Burnside
February 25: ‘ “Socialism and the Emerging Nations" Jim Hamilton
March L : "Socialists and the 'War on Poverty!" Byron Lander

Date open "The Socialist Approach to World Peace" Kathy Keefe

April 10-11: WORKSHOP: The ABC's of Organization from Scratch

SHHHE A



SEIECT BIBLIOGRAPHY: Western European Social Democratic Parties

CGENERAL
Ebenstein, Wn.; Todey's Isms (paper). Best short introduction to concepts.

Socialist Information (Bulle®in of the Socialist International).

Gordon Wright& Arthur Mejia, An Age of Controversy (paper, 1963).
"Democratic Socialisn at id-Century: Transition or Decay?" pp L22-70.

Joll, J.: The Second International (ca 1950). Sympathetic history.

Laidler, H.Wi.3 Social-Lconomic lovements (best quick reference; superficial).

Durbin, E.F.W.: The Politics of Democratic Socialism (recent survey).

TEE S.P.D. AND GERMANY: : A PARTY OUT OF POWER

Wolfgang Leonhard: "Marx and Engels visit Walter Ulbricht" (New Politics,
Volume I, No- L, p. L5).

Evelyn Anderson: Hammer or Anvil (Best short history down to 1940).

Karl Kaeutskey: Social Democracy vs Communism (basic theory).

Willi Brandt: My 2 to Berlin (memoirs by the head of the SFD).

A, Schuman: Godetermination: Labor's Middle Way in Germany.

Basic Program of the SPD (available in fnglish from SPD, Ebertstr., Bonn).

BRITAIN'S TABCR PARTY: INTERMITTENTLY IN PCWER.

R. H. Tawney: The Acquisitive Society (paper - influential on theory).
C. A. R. Crossland: The Future of Socialism (Schoken paper SB6L $1.95).

Chief ‘revisionist¥ viewpoint.

G. D. H. Coles: A Short History of the British Labour Party. The best one volume

arty in Perspective (by Labor's Prime Minister 1945-51).

Harold Wilson: “ihe

history of the BLE, Written by an extremely intellectual and influential BLP'er.

vance of British Social Democracy® (Encyclopedia Brittanica

Book of the Year 196L, pp 1-h3 ).
A. AU Togow: The Labor Government and British Industry, 19L45-51.
J. G. Ross: onel Health Service in Great Britain (on Socialized Medicine).
Commi nt, (1959). & dozen left-wingers provide stimulating comments.
Eric Heffer: "British Labor and the Coming Llections® (NP, III, 1, p. 98).
Douglas Jay: “The Future of British Socialism” (NP, W 63, p. 96).
"British Socialism: Two View" (NP, Fall 1961).

SCANDINAVIA: SOCIALISH IN OFFICE

“Scandinavia"(Time, July 3, 196L). Also letters column, following week.

W. L. Shirer: ~The Challenge of Scandiravia (recent and focused on welfare).
P. Marnicke: Debmark, A Social Laboratcry.

A. Bourneuf: Norway, The Planned Revival.

M. Childs: Sweden, “he Middle Way.

D. A. Rustow: The Politics of Compromise (on Sweden).

G. H. Snith: Social Legislation in Sweden.

"Sweden - Workshop of the World" (National Geographic, March 196l).

OIHER DEMOCRATIC SOCIALIST PARTIES AND PROBLEMS

James Joll: Three Intellectuals in Politics (on France's Leon Blum).

A. Noland: The Founding of the French Yocialist Party.

“Currents in Italian Socialist Thought™ (NP, Vol I, o L).

"The New Democratic Party in Canada® (NP, Vol 1, No. 3, p. 151).

Peter Gay: The Dilemma of Democratic Socialism (paper) on Bernstein.

Eric Fromm: Beyond the Chains of Illusion (paper) on Marx and Freud.

Sce also: Belgium,Holland, Austria, Switzerland, ilapai Israel Party, Australian
and New Zealand Labor Party.

9.

REPORT ON DECEMBER 19th VIETINAM PROTEST David lMcReynolds

Over 1500 persons turned out in sub-freezing weather in New York City on
December 19 to hear A. J. Muste, Norman Thomas and A. Philip Randolph call for
an end to war in Vietnam. New York is but one of more than thirty cities and
towns across the country where Americans picketed, leafleted and vigiled on
that day, not to mention the supporting actions which took place in at least
eleven countries. ]

In San Francisco, more than 1000 persons marched to an outdoor rally where
Joan Baez, famed folksinger, performed in between talks by Rev. William Shirgey,
Roy Kepler, and State representative John Burton.

In Minnheapolis, despite a heavy blizzard, more than 75 persons picketed the
federal building and in Miami, under a hot sun, over 60 persons vigiled. In
Austin, Texas, a dozen pickets walked down the main street. In Sacramento,
California, some 35 persons picketed the State Capitol and in Philadelphia 150
pickets marched at City Hall. Vigils were held in Boston and Cleveland.

In Chicago and Washington, there was mass- leafleting. Other demonstrations
took place in Seattle, Washington; Columbia, Missouri; Syracuse, New York; New
Haven, Connecticut; Providence, “hode Island; St. Louis, Missouri; Rockland County,
New York; Barre-Montpolier, Vermont; Salem, Oregon; New Brunswick, New Jersey;
Albany, New York; Salt Lake City, Utah; Morgantown, Vest Virginia; Kansas City,
Missouri; Portland, Oregon; Princeton, New Jersey. Across the country on December
19 over 100,600 copies of a special leaflet on Vietnam were distributed.

Supporting demonstrations by Canadians were held both in Montreal and Toronto.
In France, Brazil, Ireland, India, Germany, fustralia, England, New Zealand and
Japan, delegations called upon U.S. embassies or consulates to e xpress their suppg
port. A front page story of the worldwide protest action appeared in a Tanzanian
publication.

The December 19 mobilization grew out of a deep concern of several organiza~
tions -- principally Socialist Party, War Resisters League, Committee for Non-
violent Action, Fellowship of Reconciliation and Student Peace Union —-- for giving
voice to the sense of moral horror felt by many Americans over U.S. actions in
South Vietnam. Planning for the December 19 protests did not even begin until
November 17. Uith barely a month in which to work, an impressive list of indivi-
dual sponsors joined in signing an "Appeal to the American Consciencel" which -
urged an immediate ceasefire in South Vietnam, and the earlist possible withdrawal
9f U. S. troops. The Appeal further urged that a conference of all those nations
involved in Southeast Asia be convened to reach agreement on three points. (1) re-
lief and rehabilitation for the war-ravaged. pecple of South Vietnam, (2) free e-
lections in South Vietnam to secure an independent and neutral government, (3) guar-
antees that no foreign power would intervene militarily in the affairs of any of

the nations of what was formerly known as Indo China (Laos, Cambodia, North and
South Vietnam).

The Appeal was signed by 36 leading citizens, inciuding Father Dan Berrigan
S.J.. Rev. Phillip Berrigan, S.5.J.,.Rev. Harold Bosley, Kay Boyle, Dorothy Dav,
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“iilliam Davidon, Jules Feiffer, W. H. Ferry, Paul Goodman, Patrick_E. Goixgan,
Michael Harrington, Nat Hentoff, Darlington Hoopes, Paul Jacobs, Sidney ens
Twight MacDonald, Carey McWilliams, Lenore Marshall, gtewart Meach?xn? Lewis b
1:eford, A. J. Muste, A. Philip Randolph, Bayard Rust}n, Glgnn E. omlley%tl. X
Stone, I:Iarvey Swados, and Dagmar Wilson. Amer.lcan Frlem%s -Sef'nge Clc;mm%, ee,
Catholic Worker, Students for a Democratic Society, and TVJomen s Strike for
Peace all gave help in circulating it.

" The Appeal said: "As we joined others in vigorously condemning Soviet
“ztions in Hungary and Franch actions in Algeria, so we now call upon c.)thers' .
t5 join with us and to help us kindle the conscience of the U.S. Adninistration.

This fépdrt is not complete. It represents most of the actions that took
place on or near December 19th, but there is every reason to suppose a nmber
of cther projects, demonstrations, leafletings, etc., took place abog‘o which I
T. cannct report.

- A

h

do not know and on whict

I.N. MEMORI LM

stoa, Idaho
ber 8, 1964

Fraternally yours,
~C. E. Robel
FHHHH

P ’- ore sympathies end condolences to Comrade Be J. Wi(.lick, D‘etroit, whose
o, -Jackic, was killed in en automobile accident in Michigen this fall.

2

i 1 iali i ts the loss of their
‘s Central Philadelphis Brench .of the Socialist Party regre g c b
émifaveig and friénd: J]%alter St. Clair. Walter died after a long illness in his

T'1%h yesr on November 15th.

e, 8%, Clair wes a lst Lt. in World Wer I. In the following years he beceme a
ialist, formally joining the SP in the twenties. He was interesj:ec} in the
3l rig};ts movemsnt., In recent years his activity was severely limited by fail-

ing health.

el services were conducted on Thursday, November 19th by Rev. llax Daékam.

of the Germentown Uniterien Church, of which Walter was e long time mem-
Comrede 5t. Clair is remembered for his gentle menner and his profound be-
in the gcednass of mankinde

R

11.

The Statement below was submitted too late to be considered by the National

Committees. Comrade leyer asked that it be printed in the October Hammer and

Tongs. Since it was inadvertently ommitted, we apoligize and print it here . .
. : National Office

Proposed Civil Rights Statement -- Peter Meyer, Chicago

The murder of three.civil rights workers, the bombings in McComb, Mississippi
and other parts of Mississippi and the harassment of local fighters for civil
rights are only the most recent indications that the authorities of the state of
Mississippl are for all practical purposes in insurrection against the United States
Bill of Rights. These racist officials are conspiring with the Ku Klux Klan and
other segregationist groups to terrorize the civil rights movement in an effort
to drive that movement out of the state and maintain the status quo.

Similarly, the New York City Government's violent response to Harlem Negro
demonstrations against police brutality and the red baiting of the demonstrations
by the press prove that the machine government of New York City is as unwilling
to protect the rights of Negroes as the reactionaries of the South.

While police terrorism is not officially encouraged in the northern cities
as it is in the deep South, the reluctance of government officials to end police
brutality has seriously hindered the struggle for a better and more human society,
and has provided a measure of political justification for the southern politicians
who point to the hypocrisy of Northern officials.,

Yet as the crisis in civil rights ;l\ears a climax, the Liberals, including
the national leadership of most civil rights organizations, have panicked. The
fear of a Goldwater victory in November has silenced criticism of the Johnson ad-
ministration to the extreme point of calling a moratorium on civil rights demon-
strations. At the point in history when a massive, vociferous Left Wing force is

most necessary, the movement for demo cracy and human dignity has surrendered its
most powerful weapon.

It is already clear that the Democratic National campaign is shaping up as a
campaign, not for human dignity, Jobs, and a real end to poverty, but for "modera-
tion" in reply to conservatism and reaction. The President swiftly offered to
send troops to suppress Negroes in New York, but has steadfastly abstained from
the same response to Mis sissippi.

v As Socialists, we deplore these trends. e encourage our Negro friends and
tne}r allies to, as an absolute minimu, withhold support from all candidates in the
National elections who are not unconditionally pledged to:

1. .Oppose the congressional seniority system;

2. Enforce the 1Lth amendment, reducing congressional representation
in proportion to the number: of votes illegally disenfranchised,

3. Force the Federal government to protect citizens attempting to
exercise their Yonstitutional rights,

L. Vithhold Federal Economic Aid from all state and local governments
which practice and encourage discrimination against minorities.
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Proposed Civil dights Statement

We Vmustve_mphatically support. the efforts of the IvlissiSSJ:.ppi frgsiogegzrfo-v
cratic Party Belegation, backed by COFO, ?o unseat the all-white raci
gation to the Democratic Naticnal COI’lVentl?Ha » :
s iy ivi ights forces can only
ast analysis we believe that the civil rights an ol .
achiew];g J\Dli}.litir; when ’r:{hey havea political apparatus which mcomprom31ngly de;;

fends their cause against all its opponents. o en BRI
it
In honor of Noiman Thomas! 80th Birthday
The Central Philadelphia Branch of = the o

Socialist Party
has issued a folio of four .. . ‘ o

CHARACTER SKETCHES OF NORMAN.THOMAS
as seen by the artist, Marjorie Ruben !

You can obtain a copy of this falio by sending f‘;;il.,OQ ho ¢

~Francis k. Carner _
£501 Houghton Street
- Philadelphia, Pa. 19128

LGRS

AR

s s s WANTED' -
¢P and YISL Organizer.in Ohio

The Ohio Socialist Party-is looking fo-r.an‘“orga‘nxzer for
““he Socialist, Party and the Young Peoples Soel.alis.t'League; ol
T with' féom, board, expenses andsa liti}le ‘sper.lding moneyt}glg:
teed. If a qualified young comrade is leaving scho?l f; A
year, and would be eble %o devote six months-to this e °_ e

: pleas_e,i qu%y Eet

e Na';;ional Office

" ;1182 Broadway
oNew York, N. Y.
- 10001 ¢ -

HibH T A
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SECRETARY'S REPORT

You will find listed on the next two pages the meetings, parties and other
functions that have been reported to the National Office sin?e theilas?: Hamx.ner
and Tongs. 4gain we urge you to report your sctivities for 1nclus%or.1 in this Y
bulle tin, We also would like to know what individual’m§mb§1'§ are doing on their
own -- speaking ‘tours, small or large; ar ticles and boox§ wrl‘tj;en;‘forelgn Social-
ists entertained; Ilocal campaigns on various questions in which they have been
active.

We hear rumors that several members have books coning out this spring but
unfor tunately we have no real information on this yet. We saw Peter Iron's art‘}cle
on automation in The Progressive (Feb.).and Tom Brooks' articles in EM_
ist on the Jewish Labor Committee and in Dissent on the civil rights movement; and
Henry -inderson's article on' elienation in Liberation. Henry was also editor of
the current ‘issue of Farm Labor, which was devoted to describir}g ‘how big California
growers ere trying to bring in braceres under the McCarran £ct, now that the
bracero program (P.Lab 78) has been ended. 4mong cSther members active in this pub-
lication are.Anne Draper and Paul Jacobs, and if you want to know the problems of
the agricultural workers you should subscribe 4o this magazine ($3.00 for 12 issues
issues, PO Box 1173, Berkeley, California). Many other members have undoubtedly
published articles we didn't-see. How about a note from future authors, notify-
ing us of -their articles 'and books as soon as publication is. arranged?

Two new publications have been issued by the National Office since October:
the printed complete version of our 1964 Platform and a mimeographed issue of
Some Questions and Answers About Democratic Socialism., A4 complete literature
list has been printed on the last Page of this bulle tin, so that you can de-
tach the page, and check your private 1iteraturs supply and (for Locals) your
stock for your literature tables, and.mail in your orders. ]

. Mo issues of Washingbon Socialist Newsletter (Washington State) and one
issue of the Yankee Radical (Massachusetts and New England) have been received
recently. Missouri announces that it will soon have a newsletter bntitled
"Missouri Whiplash." Weshington State has also adopted a state program, fea-
turing stands on tax structure, government, industry and commerce. state wel-
fare and education. Wisconsin State has also adopted a 16-page program, with
a full preamble and sections on government, education, state planning, agri-
culture, economic development, natural resources and conservation,
tion, welfare, lebor, civil liberties, finance, the Jjudiciary;
protection. Copies are aveilable upon request,

transpor ta-
and consumer

Our new J;ddressogra_ph equipment has arrived and is now in operating or-
der, a project which occupied most of our time from December 1 o Januery 15,
Copies of New Americ_a will reach its subscribers much sooner and address chan-
ges will be handled more quickly and accurately. .11 SP lists of members, con-
tributors, etc., have also been transferred to the new system, thanks to the
mejor help provided by Max Wohl and Ben Parker of Cleveland.

The Fund Drive letter to the membership went out only a few days ago, but
T{{e have already received $342 .50, with Nassau sending in $65, New York City
$102.50, Philadelphia §15 , Seattle $20, Cleveland $135, and Los Ingeles $5, Each




mail brings others, and we sincerely hope to be able to report a successful
completion to our Fund Drive in our next issue.

Frank Zeidler reports that William Hart's independent campaign for
Mayor of Madison, Wisconsin, is off to a good start. Carl Schwartz reports
that the Washington State SP is now considering local candidates to be run
by the SP in 1966, and is scheduling a series of meetings in different cit-
ies in the state. (Everett, February 21, Tacoma, Olympia, Spokane, Vancouver)

The Central Philadelphia Branch ran its own local campaign to get ad-
ditional contributions for the Norman Thomas Fund being raised in New Yofk.
Greetings and contributions from a total of 86 people gnd organizations were
received, and the branch prepared a folio of four sketches by an artist as a

momento of the occasion. About 60 copies are left-and are offered for sale
at $1,00 each to cover printing ard mailing costs (see ad elsewkere in this
issue)s The sket@hes' are in black and white, with en attractive blue cover,
and Central Philadelphia is to be congratulated for its initiative. Order
your copy nowl :

On April 11, the-television program Twentieth Century will do a half-
hour broadcast on Norman Thomas and his influence on American life. It is
seen in the East at 6 pm on Sundays, end the date is somewhat subject to
change., WATCH FOR THIS!

---—-= Betty Elkin

P.S. Apologies: among the SP bulletins received at the National Office were
the monthly issues of Strike, the 12-16 page magazine published by the Ohio
State Socialist Party. A donation of a dollar or two toward expenses will bring
you this magazine monthly. (Strike, % Freedman, 28L9 Mayfield Road #1, Cleveland
Heights 18, ohio).

JEIL L L L g g
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Everyone Should Read:

THE SOVIET REVOLUTION
by Raphael A. Abramovitch

"There are very few people now alive who have anything like the combination
of Bbramovitch's memories and authority with relation to the Russian Re-

volubiomrh, g
--George Kennan

Order from ($4.95) :
Rudolph Pakalns

780 Riverside Drive
New York, New York 10032

9-26

10491
1@
10-18

10-19
10-2k
10-25

10-26-

10-27
10-28
10-29
10-30
10-30

10-31
11-1
11-3
11-7

11-13
11-13

11-19
11-19

11-21
11-28
12-3

12-11

12-17
12-19

12-19
12-22
12-31
1L
1-8
1L
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Activities of SP Locals and Branches
(as reported to the National Office)

(2:30 pm) Lox and Bagel breakfast, with herring and vodka.

Community Action Branch, Bay Area.

"The Civil Rights Picture, National and Local®-Detroit SP Forum.
“Election, 196L,% Speaker Carl Schwarz. Washington State SP, Seattle.

. Annual Picnic, Leng Island “New America® Forum.

"Equality, Poverty and the '6l Elections" with Speakers Normen Thomas,
Tom Kahn, David McReynolds.

“Norman Thomas ve. Barry Goldwater! - tape. Uriversity of Uhicago SP.
Norman Thomas tour. Local Cleveland. |
Norman Thomas tour, Indianapolis comrades.

-Norman Thomas tour. Iocal Boulder, Colorado.

Norman Thomas tour. Houston comrades.

Worman Thomas tour. Local Tdcson.

Norman Thomas tour. Bay Area.

Norman Thomas tour. Sacramento. i .
"Socialist Developments .in furope in 196li," gpeakers Ernst fapanek,

and John Lester Lewine. Upper West Side Branch, N:Y.C.

Norman Thomas' 80th Birthday Dinner, ILocal Los Angeles.

Business meeting, election of new officers, South Side Branch, Chicago SP.
Election N;ght -Party, South Side Branch, Chicago. o

“Perspectives for Democratic Socialists in the Wake of the 16l Elections,"
Speaker Hugh Cleland. TLocal Nassau. .

Business -- educational; discussion of the Muslim movement. Los Angeles SP
"Post-Election Forecasts,;* Speakers Seymour M. Lipset and Alex: Garber.
Norman Thomas YFSL, Bay Area.

"Jestern Luropean Socialist Parties," Speaker -Bill Allen, Local Columbia,
Missouri. |

Business meeting, Center City Branch, Philadelphia. #lection of offieers,
publication of anti-poverty panphlet, post-mortem on the '6l, EBlections.
"The Crisis in the Communist World," Speaker Alex Garber. Tos Angeles SP.
Normen Thomas' 80th Birthday Dinner, Illinois SP, Chicago.

"The Social Effects of Autemation,” Speaker David Troup, Local Columbia.
Business -- educational; on.the agenda: a move to challenge ultra-right
groups to debates on socialism; talk ‘on Scandinavia by Erances Troy.

Los Angeles SP.

Taped interview with Canadian Catholic priests on Democratic Socialism.
Center City Branch, Philadelphia.

Nationwide and international demonstrations against current American
policy in Vietnam (see special report).

Christmas Party for the benefit of New America. Los Angeles SP.

Business meeting. Local Boston. . .

New Year's Eve Party. Bosta SP.

YAnti-Comminism in America," panel. Local Columbia.

Election of officers, TLos Angeles, SP.

Conference on The Student Revolt; 1:00 pm. "“The Multiversity vs. the
Free University" (Speakers Mario Savio, Marvin Garson, W. Michael Rabbit);
3:30 pm. “Mounting Social and Political Action' (Michael Shute, Jack
Weinberg, Jim Petras); 7:00 pm. "Freedom Fighters or Misguided Rebels"
(Nathan Glazer, Hal Draper). Independent Socialist Club, Berkeley.
"Unrest in Labor's Rank and File," SpeakersEd Grey, Norman Hill, Al
Shanker, moderator Thomas R. Brooks. Lower Manhattan Branch, NYC.
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Activities of SP Locals aad Branches
1-17 “The Death of the Civil Rights Movement in '6L?," speaker John Stuckey.
Sowth Side Branch, Uhicago. . : :
1-2h "Poverty, U.S5.A," Speaker Michael Harrington, Tucson New Amer:l..ca F:orum.
1-29 "The Forgotten People," Speaker Paul Jacobs. Tucson iew America Forum.
1-30 “The Free Speech lovement in Berkeley," Speaker James Burnett.
Los Angeles SP. :
2-l “"The Case for Socialized Medicine,' Speaker Nancy Rupprecht.
Local Columbia. :
2-6 City Convention, New York City SP. it
Textile Workers Hall, 99 University Place, 10:00 am.: :
2-7 "Economics nd the iegro Revolution," Speaker Tom Kahn. Reading, Pa.
Labor Lyceum Forum, YMCA, 631 Washington St. 8:00 pms !
2-18 ‘Welfarism, Liberalism ahd Socialism," Speaker Gordon Burnside.
Local Columbia. ‘
2-21 “Student Uprising in Berkeley," Speakers Paul Goodman, Paul Jacobs.

Sponsors: Wew America, Dissent, SIS. Fraternal Clubhouse, 110 W. L8th
Street, 8:00 pm. :

2-25 "Socialism and the Emerging Nations," Speaker Jim Hamilton.
Local Columbia. : ! ; ‘
2-26 Tensiens in the Communist World," Speakers Max: Schactman, Joseph Clark,

Donald Zagoria, New York Socialist Party, Academy Hall, 853' Broadway
(near 1hth St.), N.Y.C.

3y is U i a y Fleischmen.
2-28 "What.is Virong with the War on Poverty," Speake:f‘ Harry

Reading, Pa. Labor Lyceum Forum, YMCA, 631 Washington St. 8:00 pm.
3-L 9Socialists and the 'War on Povertyl! .Speaker Kathy Keefe.

Local Columbia. s §i !
3-21 Wghat Socialists Propose to do about Poverty," Speaker.Sam Bottone.

Reading, Pa. Labor Lyceum Forum, YiCA, 631 Washington St., 8:00 pm.
L-10&11 Workshop:. The ABC's of QOrganization from Scratch. Local Columbia.

and

12-6 Norman Thomas'! 80th Birthday Party, New.York City
: z (see special report)

AL

REPCRT ON THE YPBSL

In September, 196L, as the last issue of Hammer and Tongs was
going to press, the National Action Committee of the Socialist Farty sus-
pended the Young Peoples Socialist League, until the following meeting of
the Party National Committee. This was the culmination of events of the
previous elghteen months, and our continuing concern over the state of the
YPSL had been reflected during that time in our minutes.

£s the 10Z of the 3P membership who regularly receive those min-
utes will remember, the YPSI, in its December 27-29, 1963 convention passed
only one resolution, stating that Mall Previous political decisions of this
convention are nullified,” that ¥the crisis and break-up of the old Labor
Party majority, and efforts to prevent this, have meant that many of the
deleggtes to the convention have spent both day and night in meetings and
discussions of this crisis, while the convention floor has been deserted,
confused and demoralizing for observers, non-delegates and major tendencies
not engaged in these discussions," and proposed that 'a national administra-
tive secretary be elected to hake care of day-to-day functions and to pre-
pare for a new national convention in the following September, 'and that a
National Executive Committee and a National Action Committee be elected on
the basis of three and one respectively of each of the seven tendencies with-~
in the YPSL. The tendencies listed by the YFSL were: Boulder Realignment,
New York Realignment, the group which agreed with the Meier-Mendelsohn posi-
tien, the Labor Party, the Parker-Geier t endency, the Left-Wing (Barton) ten-
dency and the libertarians. {

Naturally. a convention as disastrous as this had not come as a com-
plete surprise. The quarrels within the majority tendency had b een openly
aired at the previous January, 1963 YPSL NEC, and the breakdown of communica-
tions between the tendencies, and the demoralization and lack of support gi-
ven to a succession of YFSI, secretaries in New York, had been the occasion
of ‘much discussion by the Socialist Party National Action Committee and Na-
tional Conimit‘tee during that entire year. ]

Even before the YPSL Convention mentioned above, at its meeting' s
November, 1963, the SP NC had set up a special NC sub-committee composed of
Comrades Alexander, Bottone, Elkin and Steinsapir to discuss the situation
with the YESL and to present recommendations to the YPSL and SP #Hational com-
mittees. After three months:! discussion, this sub-committee drew up for YPSL
considgration a.statement designed to-alleviate the pursuit of the various
factional disputes which had led to a virtual breakdown of YFSL activity at
the national level and in some localities. This statement asked that all ten-
dencies acknowledge that all YESLs were committed to a broad concept of demo-
cratic socialism, that YPSL was a multi-tendency organization, that all mem-
bers were committed to build the YPSL as a democratic socialist youth organi-
zation affiliated with the Socialist Party, and that all tendencies acknowledge
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the great importance of ending the intense factional atmosphere o%‘ recent
months, in order to take advantage of the potential for growth which then
existed. Unfortunately, neither the NAC, the NC_nor the 1nc.11v1dual ten-
dency caucuses of the YPSL ever took serious action to obtain any endorse-
ment of this statement, despite tentative agreements with the sP zub-com-
mittee. Very little financial or organizational support was given to the
caretaker secretaries » communication between tendencies broke dotim a?.mos'l;
completely, and the result was the September, 196L, YFSL Convention in
Chicago during the Labor Day Weekend, which brought about the suspension
of the YFSL.

The convention itself, although quite properly prepared for by
the YPSL National Office, Was not representative of the YFSL. Of the 100
delegates called, only 37 attended. Many chapters did not elect @elegates i
many of those elected did not attend, and several of those attending left
the convention after the first day. Of the various factions of the YPSL,
only one was present in force, and its leaders, Tom Barton and Bob Brown,
were elected as National Secretary and Chairman, and 13 of its members.
were elected to the 17-man NEC. All speakers emphasized the organizational
collapse of the YPSL: it was most manifest in the token nature of the SoLe
vention itself.

i Three special organizational resolutions were passed which indi-
cated the attitude of the leadership toward the SP: a motion to move the
National Office to Chicago, without any attempt to consult with the Party;
a motion not to enforce and to recommend the repeal of those sections of
the YPSL donstitution having to do with YFSI-Party relations;_and the de-_-
feat of a motion presented by the Labor Party tendency to affirm the mult_;l—
tendency nature of the YPSL. Discussion from the floor also repeatedly in-
dicated sharp hostility to the Party.

Furthermore, a syb-faction of the Barton group circulated a docu-
ment at the convention which specifically repudiated the Socialist Party and
its traditions. It boasted of the shallowness of its YRSL-SP loyalty and
called upon the rest of the YPSL to join it in the reconstruction L?f ‘tcom-
munist" politics. It also called for organizational cooperation with the
Socialist Workers Party, its youth affiliate, YSA, the Spartacist group
(SWP splinter group), and’ Progressive lLabor (Maoist ex-CP group). The ‘rest
of the Barton faction did not disassociate itself from this document and
elected its two authors to the YPSL NEC.

Therefore, the NAC of the Party, meeting at its regularly sched-
uled meeting on September 9, passed the following motion:

“In view of the crisis that has arisen within the YPSL as
as result of its recent convention, at which a leadership
gained control of YPSL which does not, in the view of the
NAC, accept either a loyal relationship to the Social-
ist Party as an organization s or, more urgently, accept

f18.al

the basic principles of democratic socialism, a leader-
Ship that; in’fact, holds positions that constitute
clearly a political and organizational split both with
the Party and with the traditions of VEST i boodd te hh e

- NAC therefore immediately suspends the YESL until the
next meeting of the Party NC, at which time all views
will be heard and a final decision will be made on the
future form of YESL."

The new YPSL NEC refused to recognize the constitutional rights
of the SPNAC to take this action. Although they had every right to fight'
this action through the procedural means embodied in the Party constitution,
they did not initiate these steps, but simply declared the decision illegal
and continued to issue bulletins and statements in the name of the YFSL.

The SP-NC, to which the suspension motion had been referred by the
NAC, met in Chicago on November 28-29, 196l. Members of the YBSL were pre-
sent and took part in the discussion. The YL NEC made such impossible de-
mands (the firing of the current NAC, the ‘election of a new NAC which would
agree with them and Mwould not suspend us again,® and the firing of the edi-
tor of New America) that it was obvious that they had not come in any frater-
nal spirit to discuss our mutual problems. In its evaluation'of these prob-
lems, the NC deliberately excluded all political considerations from its
discussion, considered only the organizational relationships between the YFSL
and the Party, and was in complete ‘agreement that the YPSL had been at fault
in the organizational actions they hadi'taken, although there were some dif-
ferences as to the exact time the suspension would be lifted. From the long
NC resolution we quote the following final paragraphs:

e reaffirm the traditional constitutional position of YPSL
within the Party, i.e., as Youth Section of the Party. YISL
must not be conceived of as autonomous or simply fraternal-
1y associated to ‘the Party, for such conceptions deny the
basic unity between them. .

"The National Committee also meaffirms its concern for
maximum internal democracy within the party, the YFSL and
in the organizational procedures: between the two. We al-
So feel that the exercise of these democratic processes
requires concern with the organization's welfare and the
concomitant responsibility.

"In reviewing the entire situation, the National Com-
mittee feels that' the continuance of a harsh sectarian
spirit is deplorable.” We ask all comrades to remember
that, whatever the logic of their position, effective col-
laberation for the great goals of Socialism depends upon
mutual tact, thoughtfulness; and consideration. It is es-
pecially incumbent upon those of us who contend that
American society must be built on the basis of rationality
and trust to maintain these principles within the Party

- and the YFSL. : i
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2The National Committee lifts the suspension of the YPSL
upon their acceptance of .the understanding of our Constitu-
tional relationship. . Assuming YPSL's ‘expressed desire
then to remain the Youth Section of the Party, the NC re-
cognizes the authority and decision of %he September 196L
YPSL Convention sxcept for those constitutional amendments
specified above and establishes a Youth:Committee [1 Chi-
cago, 1 Indiana NC membergj to work with the YPSL.Y

The NC, feeling that an additional motion was necessary in the event
the above motion was not accepted by the YFSL NEC, also passed the following
motion:. Sies At e

“The NC is hopei‘ul. that: the officers of. the YFSL will.under- :
stand and accept the definition ofjthe constitutional re=
lationships between the Party and the YPSL. Nevertheless,
in the unfortunate contingency that the present officers
of the YPSL, chgose no%:to remain as:the officers of the
Youth Sgction of the Socialist Party; the suspension of -the’ ™
YPSL will be regreifully conbinued.: Specifically, if the
officers :elected at. the September:conwentibn fail to con
cur after reviewing:our decision, ourWational: Chairman:

i 7, .and National Administrative Secretary are empowered td:de-
¥ ... clare vacant the seats.-on the YFSL National Executive Con-.
: mittee. At the same time, hhe National Action €ommittee’ -~
shall designate a special ‘Youvh Committee wo coerdinate
the -activities of J':ndivj;dual YESL chapters and members: who
accept our course. of acticn. The Special Committee shall’ -
carry on its work with.a view towasd wonvening a YFSL con=tt
vention as soon as possible to allow the Youth to a2ssume
_its constitutional position once againa'i’.. ;

 Following our meeting, the YPSL NEC meb. and vobed to:dissolve the or-
ganization. This decision coﬁld‘jipt, be accepted, 'since no megbership organi-
gation gives its executive committee the right to dissolve its:organization
without a vote of the members, and. because the YFSL: is the fouth Section of tre
Socialist Party. Therefore the NAC has, as instrueted, appoimbed a Youbh Com-
mittee of Comrades Bolitzer, Bykofsky,. tblkin and Josn Suell toiserve as coor-
dinators of YBSL ac;i\'ritieshmtil a representative convention‘can sgain take
place. i

The Youth Committee has : asked .each.chapter of the YL to elect a re-
presentative to a YESL Natignal .Advisory Council and is planning to issue a
Y2SL bulletin. Literature has been made available on easy térms and new li-
terature will be published. Three new chapters have recently-been organized
in Providence, R.I,; Muncie, Indiaya;.and Brooklyn, N.Y., while most YFSL chap-
ters plus many mem'b"e,ré‘, at large cq.hfgif»lue their activity =s theYouth Section of
the SP. It is our hope that .many, more new YFSLs will socgn -join with the present
YPSL chapters and members and with the Socialist Party in‘building a meaningful
dissent from the corruption of American 1life .and dthe barbarism -of Communism in
the iron curtain countries. Together, if we both do.our parés, it may be possi-
ble for this generation of American students to make the world a more meaning-
ful place for their successors in the fight for Socialism.
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NEW AMERICA: OPERATION FROMOTION Gheslloit Bos

New America has been growing in the four years of its publication, but
the number of subscrib_ers is very small compared to our potential audience.
Some say this 1s because the appeal of.a democratic socialist Jjournal in the
U.S.-is necesserily restricted to a tiny,intellectual audience. We tend to
find other reasons for our present limits, however: chiefly, that no one has
yet’ put thought, energy and resources into a long, econtinuous drive to broad-
en our base of readers. ! -

We are aware of the difficulties of such a campaign. But we feel that
now, more so than in the 1950's, the #fme is ripe for radical, creative Jjour-
nalism like ours to flourish., With an expanded base of subscribers, we could
afford to pay a national distribution agency to spread. our paper and our
ideas even further, as well as invest in some improvements in format.that' :
could make New America a more attractive and sizeable reading piece. nd by
ieaching out to affi]}: ggeater range of people, we could help bind new groups

O an gwareness o e Sociali ital’politi i
A N i:f]j:t Party as a v;tal political and educ?t;ongl

- With such goals as" these in mind, we have begun a major promotienal cam-
paign for 1965. (Qne part of owr program is-a series of Sympos iums we have
launched, or plan to, on such topics as Lebor and the Intellectuals, Chris.’
t:.Lanlty and Social Change, The New Student Radicalism, Prospects fo; Econo-:
mic Planning, Consensus -or Majority Rule?, Civil Rights and Coalition Poli
tics, etc, .For each topic, we are inviting leaders in The Fielq %o par tici-
pate and stimulate exchanges of views from other analysts on the subject. We
havg been meiling out the best of these symposium articles, along with a."’co'-
Zz;lnglz’afte{' about_lge_vi J}meriea and its writers, to participants in those 'lvab-
the,is;z;s g;{fg‘;séil;zislgégrls and liberal groups that are most involved with

So far, we have completed. a few such rna:'L:lin' ion 3
evol.cnég & generous response to- New America. as we%i atg iazzzdug:r?; S:mc;p:i’t’)'
seriptions. - 13 Catholic liberals: &
succgsstL Small mailings to Catholic liberels: have also been swprisingly
S x;buil;:k)leszzy part of'our program will be larger mailings (20,000 or more
iy f ur promofglonal‘hterature to s ubscribers of other. liberal snd
alszcs | ?ubzllcathns, whose. lists we are e xchanging with' or renting. We are
o wt;g&nnlpg‘tq adver tise in a number of other publications, as finances and
£ forpe:m:fté'an(‘i to aPply for listings ins everal good indexes and cata-
b Sincp rio 1c?ls.; Finally, we are sterting =- on a 'small-scale at
on‘th’ ince we can't yet contract a national distributor. :

© newsstands, both outside and within New York City,

ngcqurse the§e prog'ects will cost dearly, although e ventually ﬁhey will pay‘

o . Jjust as richly in new subseriptions. But we need far more than'money to

ggerztgood h;ad start. Even more urgently, at first, we need your active co-
ion. ere are some of the ways we'd like to sfx est i

New Ameriqg in this drive: . . e

-~ to get New America
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l. Subscribe to the paper. yourself -= rig&t now, far less then half
"of the members of the-SPare subscribers.  :BEven if you receive Eivl America
through a bundle order toryour ldocal, it is important “that you have a sub.
. as well. The more subscribers we heve, the better off we are in exchanging
advertising and lists with other phblications, and the more promotion work
is possible for us. i

2. Give:gift subscriptions to friends,essociates, _teachers, libreries,
- research centers, schools, unions, civil rights groups, training institutes --
each one that you or your local can afford accomplishes a small miracle of
support for New America. Librariés are an especially fine choice for gift
subs: when the year is up, “they usuelly renew automztically and will remain
on our rolls almost indefinitely. ' i
3. Help us get activists in the democrstic left familisr with New

America. By the end of Februsry, we will have a new bréchure printed up and
made available to you. Try %o distribute it, along with copies of New ,
4merica, at public.meetings, gethering, conferences and conventions of other
© Worthwhile groups.. We've had very good responses from distributing New
Amsrica among verious - audiences, &nd too little of this kind éf promotion
s .hew being done,, Try:;to plan’'ahead, to give us. at least a Week ‘tomail -
you special bulk orders of the latest issue, and o that'we can run off extra
‘topies-in advance for:wery.large meetings. To meet you halfway, we will'- ‘-
cherge. only 2¢ per copy plus pos tege when you place ‘specisl orders of the
paper for such distributing activities: But in the ‘Puture, try to place
“larger bundle orders, for each-issue (at only 57 per copy plus postage), so.
“that you can sell or distribute New America regularly among new groups.®

4. If you live in an urban or university area, find out what news-
stends are stocked with other radical and liberal publications, and se d us
their exact addresses.. We will mail them a samplé copy of Néw ‘America, of=-
fering ‘e bundle ¢rder at 5¢ a copy. el gl :

In the first year of our promotion campaign, we hope at least to doub-
le our base of subscribers and to get a fairly wide ‘newss'tand distribution
for lelﬁ_ dmerica. Your joint efforts will help us tremendously ftowerds this
‘end. "If you are in a locsl, talk over the ‘sbove suggestions with your
group, start developing at least one active literstire “dgen't, and see if
“you cen plan & regional campaign to0 coordinate with ours.” If you are a mem-
ber a% large, you could help us just as-grestly by seeing New Americs and
its brochure get Spread . around %o other interested individuals and groups.
You could probably come up with ideas: just as:good ‘as ours for ways to make
New Americe grow, and we welcome your suggestions. Today there are greater
Chances than ever before in recent years to get a hearing for our social- -
ist views.  With your cooperation, we can do. justice to these new oppor- -
tunities.: : i : 5 <
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William Allen, Golumbia, Missouri

Tie had a successful pisnic to cele rate the 100th anniversery of the So.-
cialist Internstional. Two little old ledies with tennis shoes on (I sweer
it) sat outside with a cer plestered with Goldwater stickers werning people °
not to come because we were Socislists. Eventuelly, one of our people told
them thet he certainly didn't went to go to that picnic because he was really
a Communist, So the ladies called the cops Who set oufside during the whole
picnic and cast 2 pall over the proceedings. But sbout 75 people ceme and we
wound up with a profit of $25 which brings our tressury up to $46.

We feel that we ought to have 'some local bases beyond the  university com-
munity and therefore began 2 project to establish a mess bese. We originally
had two tergets: the merried students housing development (pop, ca. 1000) end
the Negro-housing development (pop. ca. 400). We slso toyed with the idea of
doing ‘something with Centralie,' lio., 2 town 30 miles from here which is John
Birch dominated (though it did go for Johnson 2-1 -- 3-1 in the workers' werds )
In Centralia we picketed the Republicen headquer ters, but haven't followed it
up, and now that our locel tie (Frank Headbrink) is gone we'll leeve it slone
for a while. We cun only work through the wnion there.

<

48 to the other places, we spent two Saturdeys passing out lesflets and
talk?ng door to door in University Village and the Negro Housing Development.
From"this experience we decided thet the latter was more promisirlg,'and 50 we!
have ‘begun work: there, the First phase of which was cur election evé'réll'y:.
We now héve sbout s halfidozen contacts there and-intend %o organiie the place
t}qoroughly. Ve know thet this will teke considerable time and energy, but
these people are just becoming politically sware, snd this will give 1’1s 8
chance to control one ward in Columbie. We all think that the SP has talked
too long about getting ¢ mass bese and never done anything about it. I have
hope§ this may serve as a pilot project for other Locels ‘but we'll have to
see if we get anywhere first, g

Mary Daniels, Secramento, California

e tNorman Thomas' telk ‘at the college yesterday noon was the best, most bril-
e:Lan s most ecute anq anglytic end at the seme time the wittiest that I have
ver heard. He outdid even himself and thet is 1ot an easy thing to do. I

have never ceesed to mervel at hi
© P58 ] im. One of the profess i i
that his students ceme away just "vibreting," i bt s

Well, we mustn't take oo much out of him,

though h ki
gledly for the ceuse and for the future of menki ° ARy i it

nd.

y We are so grateful to heve had the o

ot gt e ppor tunity of hearing»him agein end of

if -only for 2 very few hours,
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LETTERS FROM LEMBERS

Frank Headbrimk, Centrelia, Missowuri

+o 0T .almost 13 yeérs, from 1948 to 1961, I worked for the 4. B. Chance.Co.,
in Centralia, MNo., until.I was forced out of my job because I denounced the
Birch,Society to,my. fellow em_ployees as soon ss its existence wes. mede publlcs
elong.with the fact thet F. Gano Chisnce, Cheirman of the Bosrd, was als
liissouri Stete Chairmen and a member of the national committee of. the Bi :
Society. (The 4. B. Chance Co., was one of those connected in the i price- flxmg
scandals along with Genersl Electric, etc., pleaded nolo contenderc, and was
fined about $17,000 if I remember correctlys)

I was instr}menta‘l' in getting the members of the Local in Columbis to
assist in further action,, principally in the form of picketing the Goldwater
Headquer ters in.Centralia, as reported .in. the last issue of Hemmer end Tongs.-:
Four days. later I went beck %to picket hy. myself (other members being in,cless
ot the time) and, after. five hours of picketing,.I joined e Republlcan parede,
as mentioned in the enclosed clipping. 3

So you see I have been qui te active since I beceme a member of the Perty
last summer. .

N.B. The cllippilf;_g from fhe Columbia Tribune reads::-!'"One cer in the perade had
not been planned by the Centralia Republicen gronp, It bore bemmers on ifts

sides and top denouncmg Sen. Barry Goldweter:and 4rging. voters to vote the So-
cialist ticket." : : !

Joe Stetson, Madison, Yiisconsin

To Paul Feldmen, Editor
NEW AMERIC.Z

I have just received information from the. Netionel Office-indicating that
we must raise ;12,120 in the next Fund Drive and pay $3,700 in bills and back
saleries. In view of these circumstances, I should like to make & modest pro-
Gl : : S o B

NEW AMERICA and & consﬁderable ssctlon of : Ahe Soclallst Per ty have:been
among President Johnson's most ardent supportsrs in this campaign. . They have
rushed to defend the President in his hour of dire need lest his maJorlty fall
below flfteen mlllzon, or perhaps, ten .million votes,

Would it be too much to ask that Corporate leerallsm and its great leader

reward such faithful servents with. alms to ease their. flnenclal dlstress” Sure..

ly a mere $15,820 is but a feather An Ledy Bird's bommet. i ,uy

Perhaps when they return empty-handed, assuming they have the courage or
na:.vete, to ask, these champions of the Administretion will reelize thet they
heve given all and gotten nothing.
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