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Chapter Eleven

The Chapter Concerning the Belief that
the Sahabah #&&E@2 Had in the Unseen

This chapter highlights how the Sahabah @@ believed in the unseen and
how for the news Nabi #8 gave them, they forsook temporary pleasures,
human evidence, transitory opinions and worldly experiences. It was as if they
were actually witnessing the unseen and rejecting what they witnessed.

The Magnificence of Imaan
Rasulullaah %88 Gives the Glad Tidings of Jannah for the Person who Testifies
with Conviction that there is none worthy of worship but Allaah
Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah &I&@% narrates, "We were a group of Sahabah #&&ids
including Abu Bakr )&% and Umar 6@ sitting around Rasulullaah 43385,
when he got up to leave. Because Rasulullaah $%#£ delayed in returning to us, we
feared that he may have come to some harm in our absence. This alarmed us and
we quickly got up. I was the first to be alarmed and in my search for Rasulullaah
#3%E 1 reached an orchard belonging to the Banu Najjaar tribe of the Ansaar. I
circled the orchard looking for a gate, but could not find any. I then came across
a stream running into the orchard from a well outside. 1 therefore squeezed
through and found Rasulullaah 8 there.
'Abu Hurayrah?' Rasulullaah %88 asked. 'Yes, O Rasulullaah #2£," I replied.
'‘What is the matter? he asked. I explained, 'You were with us when you left.
When you delayed in returning to us, we feared that you may have come to some
harm in our absence. This alarmed us and I was the first to be alarmed. When 1
reached this orchard, I squeezed through as a fox would do and entered. The
others are all behind me.' Handing me his shoes, Rasulullaah &84 said, 'O Abu
Hurayrah! Take these shoes of mine and give the glad tidings of Jannah to every
person you meet outside this orchard who testifies with conviction of the
heart that there is none worthy of worship but Aliaah.
The first person I met-was Umar )&%, 'What are these shoes, O Abu Hurayrah?'
he asked. These are Rasulullaah #3%'s shoes. He has sent me to give the glad
tidings of Jannah to every person I meet who testifies with conviction of the heart
that there is none worthy of worship but Allaah.' Umar )&% then struck me so
hard on the chest that I fell down on my buttocks. He then instructed me to
return and I returned to Rasulullaah 833 seeking help in tears. Umar 43
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was almost upon me as he came in my footsteps. 'What has happened to you, O
Abu Hurayrah?' Rasulullaah %8 asked. I related the incident to him saying, 'l
met Umar &&@% and when 1 told him the message you had sent me with, he
struck me so hard on the chest that I fell down on my buttocks. He then told me
to return.’ ’

'O Umar!" Rasulullaah $8E said, 'What made you do that?' Umar &5 said,
'May.my parents be sacrificed for you, O Rasulullaah 3! Did you send Abu
Hurayrah with your shoes to give the glad tidings of Jannah to every person he
meets who testifies with conviction of the heart that there is none worthy of
worship but Allaah?' 'l certainly did,' Rasulullaah %88 replied. 'Do not do that,’
Umar 5455 pleaded, 'because I fear that people would pin all their hopes in this
(and stop doing good deeds). Rather leave them to continue doing good deeds.
Rasulullaah &8 then said, 'Then leave them."(!)

Rasulullaah %82 Gives the Glad Tidings of Jannah
for the Person who Dies Without Committing Shirk

Hadhrat Abu Dharr @&8% narrates, "When I came outdoors one night, I
happened to see Rasulullaah §88 walking all alone. Thinking to myself that
perhaps Rasulullaah #%£ did not like anyone to be walking with him, I started
walking where the moonlight was not shining (so that he may not notice me).
Rasulullaah #8285 however turned around and when he saw me, he asked, 'Who is
there?' 1 replied by saying, 'It is Abu Dharr. May Allaah sacrifice me for you!
'Come here, O Abu Dharr,' Rasulullaah $33 called out. After walking with him for
a while, Rasulullaah #38% said, 'Verily those with plenty of wealth will have the
least (rewards) on the Day of Qiyaamah except for the person whom Allaah gives
wealth in abundance and he distributes it to his right, his left, in front of him and
behind him, using it all in good causes.'

I then walked on a while longer with Rasulullaah #3852 when he said, 'Sit down
here.' It was an open plain surrounded by stones where he made me sit. He then
said to me, 'Remain here until [ return.' Rasulullaah #3885 then walked away into
the rocky plain until he disappeared from my view. He was away for a long time
until I eventually heard him say as he returned, 'Even though he commits
adultery or steals?' When he returned, I could not wait to ask, 'May Allaah
sacrifice me for you, O Nabi of Allaah #88' with whom were you talking
amongst the rocks? I heard no one reply to you.' Rasulullaah %88 replied, 'That
was Jibra'eel SBE who came to me when [ was a amongst the rocks. He said,
'Give your Ummah the good news that whoever of them dies without
committing Shirk shall enter Jarinah.' 'O Jibra'eel” 1 asked, 'Even though he
commits adultery or steals? ‘'Yes,' he replied.

‘Even though he commits adultery or steals, O Rasulullaah 9508E>' | echoed. 'Yes,'
Rasulullaah $38E replied. I repeated, 'Even though he commits adultery or
steals?' 'Certainly,' Rasulullaah e replied, '‘even though he drinks wine."?)

(1) Muslims, as quoted in Jam'ul Fawaa'id (Vol.1 Pg.7).
(2) Bukhaari and Muslim, as quoted in Jam'ul Fawaa'id (Vol.1 Pg.7).
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Another narration adds that after Hadhrat Abu Dharr &G repeated the
question for the fourth time, Rasulullaah 83 said, "Even though Abu Dharr’s
nose is rubbed in dust (i.e. this shall be the case even though Abu Dharr may not
agree)"’“)

The Incident of the Bedouin with Great

Understanding

Hadhrat Anas ‘S5 reports that an old Bedouin called Hadhrat Algamabin
Ulaatha &)&%55 once came to Rasulullaah #8285 and said, "O Rasulullaah &8%%! 1
am an old man who is unable to learn the Qur'aan. However, 1 do testify that
there is none worthy of worship but Allaah and I testify that Muhammad $8£ is
the servant and Rasul of Allaah. In this I have firm conviction." When the old man
had left, Rasulullaah #3%8% remarked, "That man has great understanding.” It has
also been reported that Rasulullaah 285 said, "That companion of yours -has
great uriderstanding."(®

The Narration of Hadhrat Uthmaan &)&:5 Stating
that Jahannam is Forbidden to the One who

Recites the Shahaadah

Hadhrat Uthmaan 4}&#3 narrates that he heard Rasulullaah 33 say, "I know a
statement which if a person says sincerely from his heart, he will become
forbidden to the fire of Jahannam." To this, Hadhrat Umar &J&@®52 said, "Should 1
not tell you what it is? It is the statement of sincerity upon which Allaah has
made Muhammad %3 and his Sahabah #&&i¥% steadfast. It is the statement of
Taqwa that the Nabi of Allaah #3% had encouraged his uncle Abu Taalib to recite
at the time of his death. It is to testify that there is none worthy of worship but
Allaah "®

Rasulullaah $%£ Gives the Glad Tidings of

Forgiveness to the Sahabah @ who Recited the

Shahaadah with him in a Particular Gathering
Hadhrat Ya'la bin Shaddaad reports that Hadhrat Ubaadah bin Saamit &3
was also present and confirming Hadhrat Abu Shaddaad &3

% when he said,
"We were with Rasulullaah &E8 when he asked, 'Is there any stranger amongst
you?' Rasulullaah #2£ was referring to_the presence of any Jews or Christians.
When we assured: Rasulullaah #8#% that there was none, he had the door closed
and said, 'Raise your hands and say: Laa Ilaaha lllallaah'. We (together with
Rasulullaah #38%) had our hands raised for a while, after which Rasulullaah ¢88
put his hands down saying, "All praise is for Allaah. O Allaah! You sent me with
(1) Tirmidhi.
(2) Ibn Asaakir, as quoted in Kanzu/ Ummaal (Vol.1 Pg.70). Kharaa'iti in his Makaarimul Akhlaaq and
Daar Qutni in his Afraad have reported a similar narration, as quoted in /saabah (Vol.2 Pg.503).
(3) Ahmad, as quoted in Majma'uz Zawaa'id (Vol.1 Pg.15). Abu Ya'la, Ibn Khyzaymah, Ibn Hibbaan,
Bayhagqi and others have also reported the narration, as quoted in Xanzu/ Ummaal (Vol.1 Pg.74).
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this Kalimah, instructed me with (believing in) it and promised me Jannah for it.
Verily, You never break Your promises." (!

Rasulullaah £ Gives Glad Tidings to the
Sahabah #&&@%2 in Kudayd

Hadhrat Rufaa'ah Juhani $J&@% reports that they were once returning with
Rasulullaah %845 (to Madinah) when we arrived in Kudayd. When some people
started seeking permission from Rasulullaah #2#% to return to their families,
Rasulullaah %38 granted permission. Rasulullaah &28% then stood up and after
duly praising Allaah, he said, "What is the matter with some men who feel that
the side of the tree near Rasulullaah %88 is more repulsive to them than the
other side?" When Rasulullaah #38£ said this, there was not a person who was
not in tears. Someone then remarked, "Whoever seeks leave after this must be a
fool!"

Rasulullaah #3£ then praised Allaah, said many good things and then added, "I
testify before Allaah that when a person testifies with sincerity of heart that there
is none worthy of worship but Allaah, that I am the Rasul of Allaah and he then
proceeds to walk on the right, he will certainly walk the path to Jannah as soon

as he dies. My Rabb @&3E has promised me that He will admit seventy -~

thousand members of my Ummah into Jannah without reckoning or
punishment. However, I strongly believe that even before they enter, you
people as well your righteous forefathers, spouses and progeny will have
already occupied your abodes in Jannah." )

Another narration clarifies that it was Hadhrat Abu Bakr &JE@®% who said,
"Whoever seeks leave after this must be a foolt" )

The Shahaadah Atones for a False Oath

Zhr

Hadhrat Anas &}\&#5 narrates that when Rasulullaah $88% chargéd a particular
person for doing something, the man denied it saying, "No. | swear by the Being
besides Whom there is none worthy of worship that I did not do it." Rasulullaah
#5%% was however certain that the man had done it, so after repeating himself
several times, Rasulullaah ¢3%% said, "Atone for this by attesting that there is
none worthy of worship but Allaah." ) Another narration states that Rasulullaah
#3948 said, "Atone for your lie by confirming that there is none worthy of worship
but Allaah." ©) '

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Zubayr &384@% reports that Rasulullaah &% said, "When
a man took a false oath using the words 1-swear by the Being besides Whom
there is none worthy of worship', Allaah forgave him (because he recited the

(1) Ahmad, Tabraani and Bazzaar, all reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami (Vol.t
Pg.19).

(2) Ahmad and Ibn Maajah, reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami (vVol.1 Pg.20).

(3) Daarmi, Ibn Khuzaymah, Ibn Hibbaan and Tabraani, as quoted in Kanzul/ Ummaal (Vol.5 Pg.287).

(4) Bazzaar. ]

(5) Abu Ya'la. Both Bazzaar and Abu Ya'la report from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami
(Vol.10 Pg.83). Ibn Hajar has however commented on the chain of narrators.




THE LIVES OF THE SAHABAH {&JGW5% (vol-3) 45
words of the Kalimah)." M

People who Recited the Shahaadah will Leave

Jahannam
Hadhrat Abu Moosa Ash'ari )&% narrates that Rasulullaah §88¢ said, "When
the people of Jahannam will get together, amongst them will also be those who
faced the Qibla (Muslims). The Kuffaar will then say to the Muslims, 'Were you
people not Muslims?' When the Muslims reply in the affirmative, the Kuffaar will
ridicule, 'Then of what use was your Islaam when you have ended up with us
here in the fire?' The Muslims will reply, 'We were detained because of the sins
that we committed.'! When Allaah hears what the Kuffaar have to say, He will
issue orders that all those who faced the Qibla should be removed from
Jahannam. When the Kuffaar remaining behind in Jahannam see this, they will
lament, 'If only we had been Muslims so that we could leave just as they have
left." Rasulullaah ¢#%E then recited:
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Alif Laam Raa (Only Allaah knows the meaning of these letters). These

are the verses of the Book and the clear Qur'aan. Many a time the

Kuffaar will wish that they-had been Muslims. {Surah Hijr, verses 1,2}(2)
Hadhrat Anas &)E@% narrates that Rasulullaah #5883 said, "When some believers
in (the Kalimah) 'Laa Ilaaha Illallaah' will enter Jahannam because of their sins,
the worshippers of (the idols) Laat and Uzza will ridicule them saying, 'Of what
use was your recitation of 'Laa Ilaaha Illallaah' when you are with us in
Jahannam.' Allaah will then get angry for their part. He will remove the Muslims
from Jahannam and put them in the river of life where their burns will be healed
just as the moon recovers from its eclipse. They will then enter Jannah where
they will be called 'the people from Jahannam'." @)
Another narration of Tabraani reports that because of the blackness on their
faces, they will be called 'the people from Jahannam'. They will then plead to
Allaah saying, "O Rabb! Remove this name from us." Allaah will then command
them to bath in a river in Jannah, after which the name will be removed from
them (because the blackness will be removed). -

A Group of Mu'mineen that will be Saved

from Jahannam
Hadhrat Hudhayfah &J&@%% narrates that Rasulullaah 88 said, "Islaam shall
fade away just as decorative work fades from a garment. People will have no

(1) Tabraani, reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami (Vol.10 Pg.83).
(2) Tabraani. Ibn Abi Haatim has reported a similar narration.
(3) Tabraani, as quoted in the 7afseerof Ibn Katheer (Vol.2 Pg.546).
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idea what fasting, Sadaqah or sacrifice are. Then such a night will pass over the
Qur'aan after which not a single verse of the Qur'aan will be found on earth (the
angels wiuf remove every Qur'aan from earth). There 'shall then remain only a few
pockets of people amongst whom anold manand anold lady will say, 'Because we
found our forefathers reciting this Kalimah ‘Laa llaaha 1llallaah’, wealsoreciteit.”
To this, one of the narrators called Hadhrat Sila asked, "Of what use will the
Kalimah 'Laa Ilaaha Illallaah' be to them when they will have no idea what
fasting, Sadagah or sacrifice are?" When Hadhrat Hudhayfah &JE#% ignored the
question, Hadhrat Sila repeated it thrice. Each time, Hadhrat Hudhayfah G52
ignored the question until on the third occasion, he turned to Hadhrat Sila and
said, "O Sila! It will save them from Jahannam! It will save them from Jahannam!
It will save them from Jahannam?!" M

The Statements of Hadhrat Ali ¥)5i%, Hadhrat

Abu Dardaa &€& and Hadhrat Abdullaah bin

Mas'ood &I5@% Concerning the Shahaadah and
those Reciting it

Hadhrat Ali %&@% once said, "The people with the clearest record with Allaah
S&E and who know Him best are those who have the most love for and who
most honour the sanctity of the believers in 'Laa llaaha Illallaah'." 2)

Hadhrat Saalim bin Abul Ja'd reports that someone once .informed Hadhrat Abu
Dardaa &% that Abu Sa'd bin Munabbih had set a hundred slaves free.
Hadhrat Abu Dardaa %385 remarked, "Setting a hundred slaves free from the
wealth of a single person is a great deed. However, if you please, I can inform
you of something better than that. (It is) Imaan that is attached to the heart day
and night and keeping your tongue moist with the Dhikr of Allaah #@E. ")
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood #&)&@% said, "Verily Allaah has distributed good
character amongst you just as He has distributed your sustenance: Whereas
Allaah has given wealth to those whom He loves as well as those whom He does
not love, He gives Imaan only to those whom He loves. Therefore, it is only
when Allaah loves someone that He gives him Imaan. The person who is too
miserly to spend (in Sadaqgah), too scared to fight the enemy in Jihaad and cannot
exert himself in Ibaadah at nights should recite 'Laa llaaha Illallaah’, 'Allaahu
Akbar', 'Al Hamdu Lillaah' and 'Subhaanallaah' in abundance." “)

The Gatherings of Imaan

The Eagerness of Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Rawaaha
EEWs to Participate in the Gatherings of Imaan
Hadhrat Anas bin Maalik @& narrates that whenever Hadhrat Abdullaah bin

(1) Haakim (Vol.4 Pg.545), reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Dhahabi.

(2) Abu Nu'aym in his Ailya, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.1 Pg.76).

(3) Abu Nu'aym in his Hilya (Vol.1 Pg.219). Ibn Abi Dunya has reported a similar narration, as quoted
in Targheeb wat Tarheeb (Vol.3 Pg.55).

(4) Tabraani, reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami (Vol.10 Pg.90) and Mudhiri in
his Targheeb wat Tarheeb (Vol.3 Pg.95).
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Rawaaha ¥E@% met one of the Sahabah @&, he say to him, "Come! Let us
believe in our Rabb for a moment (let us refresh our Imaan by talking about
Allaah for a while)." When he said this to someone one day, the man became angry
and reported it to Rasulullaah %88 saying, "O Rasulullaah #3381 Look at Ibn
Rawaaha. He prefers your Imaan to the Imaan of a moment." Nabi ¢Z%£ replied,
"May Allaah forgive Ibn Rawaaha. He loves the gatherings about which the
angels boast." (1)

Hadhrat Ataa bin Yasaar narrates that Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Rawaaha )&
once said to one of his companions, "Come here so that we may believe for a
while." "Are we not already believers?" the other asked. "Certainly," Hadhrat
Abdullaah bin Rawaaha %&&®s replied, "but let us talk about Allaah so that our
Imaan can be increased." %

Hadhrat Shurayh bin Abdullaah reports that Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Rawaaha
EI&@% would grab hold of the hand of one of the Sahabah #J&@% and say,
"Stand with me so that we may believe for a while by sitting in a gathering of
Dhikr."

Hadhrat Abu Dardaa %425 says, "Abdullaah bin Rawaaha @)E#% once caught
hold of my hand saying, 'Come! Let us believe for a moment because the heart
overturns faster than a pot boiling at its pitch." )

Hadhrat Abu Dardaa ¥E@% says, "When Abdullaah bin Rawaaha )&% would
meet me, he would say, 'O Uwaymir! Sit down so that we may discuss (Imaan) for
a while.' We would then sit down and discuss, after which he would say, 'This is a
gathering of Imaan. The example of Imaan is like that of your Qamees. When you
have taken it off, you will again be putting it on and when you have put it on, you
will again be taking it off. The heart overturns faster than a pot boiling at its
pitch." ®

The Eagerness of Hadhrat Umar ¥I\5@% and
Hadhrat Mu'aadh ¥J5@: to Participate in the
Gatherings of Imaan
Hadhrat Abu Dharr )&% reports that Hadhrat Umar 4J&#5% would grab hold of
the hands of one or two Sahabah #&&®% and say, "Stand awhile with me so that

we may renew our Imaan." They would then talk about Allaah S (©)
Hadhrat Aswad bin Hilaal reports that they were walking with Hadhrat Mu'aadh

bin Jabal &)&@% when he said to them, "Sit with us so that we may believe for a
moment." ()

(1) Ahmad, as quoted in Targheeb wat Tarheeb (Vol.3 Pg.63). Haafidh has commented on the chain of
narrators in A/ Bidaayah wan Nihaayah (Vol.4 Pg.258).

(2) Bayhaqi.

(3) Haafidh Abul Qaasim Laalkaa'ee.

(4) Tayaalisi.

(5) 1bn Asaakir, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.1 Pg.101).

(6} Ibn Abi Shaybah and Laalkaa'ee in his Sunnah, as quoted in Kanzu/ Ummaal (Vol.1 Pg.207).

(7) Abu Nu'aym in his Hilya (Vol.1 Pg.235).
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Renewing Imaan
Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah ¥&&@% reports that Rasulullaah $588% once said, "Renew
your Imaan." "O Rasulullaah #Z#£1" someone asked, "How are we to renew our
Imaan?" Rasulullaah #28 replied, "Abundantly recite 'Laa Ilaaha Illallaah'." (!

Rejecting Experience and Eye-Witness Accounts
The incident of a Man With Diarrhoea

Hadhrat Abu Sa'eed Khudri &85 narrates that a man once came to Rasulullaah
%38 saying, "My brother is suffering from diarrhoea.” "Give him honey to drink,"
Rasulullaah 2224 said. The man went, gave honey to his brother and then
returned saying, "O Rasulullaah #3881 I gave him honey but it only made his
diarrhoea worse." "Go and give him honey to drink," Rasulullaah &84 repeated.
The man went, again gave his brother honey and then returned yet again saying,
- "His diarrhoea is now even worse." Rasulullaah &% said, "Allaah speaks the
truth and it is your brother's belly that is lying. Go and give him honey." This
time when the man gave honey to his brother, he was completely cured. 2)

The Incident of Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood
“15ws and his Wife

Hadhrat Zaynab G&&®% who was the wife of Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood
ESWs says, "Whenever (my husband) Abdullaah came home after relieving
himself, he would clear his throat at the door and spit so that he does not enter
upon us unexpectedly while we are in a condition that he would find unpleasant.
He happened to return one day while I had with me an old lady who was busy
reciting some incantations to cure me from erysipelas(3). When he cleared his
throat, I quickly hid her beneath the bed. He then came in and sat next to me.
Noticing a thread around my neck, he asked, 'What is this thread for?' I replied,
'An incantation has been read on it for me.' He held it, cut it and then said, 'The
family of Abdullaah have no need for Shirk. 1 have heard Rasulullaah %528 say
that incantations, talismans and amulets amount to Sh/rk (when people
believe that they possess the inherent quality of healing)."

Hadhrat Zaynab G8&@% continues, "I then said to him, 'Why do you say that
when it is true that I often experience pain in my eye and whenever 1 go to a
particular Jewish lady who recites incantations on it, the pain subsides?' He
replied, 'That is because Shaytaan pokes your eye and when the incantations are
read on it, he stops poking at it. All you need to do is to recite what Rasulullaah
%584 used to recite (which is):

SR by 9 50s I 2hayi slhs  Saladt S35 bty Lol 5 Gt P
"0 Rabb of mankind, remove the difficulty. You grant a cure for there is

(1) Ahmad and Tabraani, reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami (Vol.1 Pg.82) and
Mundbhiri in Targheeb wat Tarheeb (Vol.3 Pg.75).

(2) Bukhaari and Muslim, as quoted in 7afseer of Ibn Katheer (Vol.2 Pg.575).

(3) A severe bacterial skin rash accompanied by fever and vomiting.
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none who can cure besides You. There is also no cure like Your cure.
Grant a cure that does not leave out any iliness." 0

The Incident of Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Rawaaha
E)Sws and his Wife

Hadhrat Ikramah reports that Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Rawaaha %% was once
lying beside his wife when he got up and went to have intercourse with one of his
slave women in another part of the house. His wife was alarmed when she did
not see him lying where he had been so she immediately got up and left the
room. When she saw him on the slave woman, she returned to her room, took a
knife and went back. Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Rawaaha %&E@% had just finished
and had stood up when he met her carrying the knife. "What is the matter?" he
asked. "What is the matter indeed!" she replied, "Had I found you where I had
seen you just now, I would have plunged this knife between your shoulders!"
"And just where did you see me?" he asked. "I saw you upon the slave,” she
replied. "It could no* have been me thay'you saw," he said. He then continued,
"Rasulullaah &% has prohibited anyo/ne from reciting the Qur'aan when one
is impure (as I should be if I had had intercourse, yet I can recite for you)." "Then
recite," she challenged. He then recited the following (couplets which mean):
"Rasulullaah %885 came to us reciting the Book
That shines forth like the rising dawn
He brought guidance after darkness and our hearts are convinced that
whatever he says must happen ks
While he spends the night separated from his bed (engaged in Ibaadah)
the Mushrikeen lie heavily on their beds”
(Thinking that these are verses of the Qur'aan) His wife said, "I believe in the
Book of Allaah and reject what the eyes have seen." When Hadhrat Abdullaah bin
Rawaaha ¥J&#5% went early to Rasulullaah $388% the next morning and informed
him about what had transpired, Rasulullaah 8% smiled so broadly that his
molars became visible. 2

The Incident of Hadhrat Umar )&% and
Rasulullaah $&£ at Hudaybiyyah

Hadhrat Habeeb bin Abu Thaabit narrates that when he went to pose some
questions to Hadhrat Abu Waa'il &)&#55, the Sahabi related to them that when
they were fighting at Siffeen, someone asked, "Have you not seen those who are
called towards the Book of Allaah (to settle their disputes)?" "Yes, we have,"
replied Hadhrat Ali bin Abi Taalib @5, It was then that Hadhrat Sahl bin
Hunayf )&% said, "You have only yourselves to blame! I have seen us at
Hudaybiyyah when Nabi &84 entered into a peace treaty with the Mushrikeen.
Had we deemed fighting to be the solution, we would have fought (but it was in

(1) Ahmad, as quoted in 7afSeerof Ibn Katheer (Vol.2 Pg.494).
(2) Daar Qutni (Pg.44,45). The author of Ta'leequl Mughai (Pg.45) has commented on the chain of
narrators.
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the best interest to enter into the treaty)." He then continued to narrate that at
the time Hadhrat Umar &&E®% asked, "Are we not on the truth and the
Mushrikeen on falsehood? Will not our martyrs go to Jannah while their dead
will go to Jahannam?" "Certainly,” Rasulullaah 4328 replied. "Then why should we
. compromise our Deen?" Umar &)\5i5 asked, "WhyshouldwereturnwhenAllaah has
not yet decided between us and the Mushrikeen?" Rasulullaah 88 reassured
him saying, "O son of Khattaab! I am the Rasul of Allaah and Allaah shall never
ever lead me to destruction."

Hadhrat Umar &% was still upset when he went away. He proceeded straight
to Hadhrat Abu Bakr #3652 and asked, "O Abu Bakr! Are we not on the truth and
the Mushrikeen on falsehood?" "O son of Khattaab! Hadhrat Abu Bakr 4&N&ius
said, "He is the Rasul of Allaah and Allaah shall never ever lead him to
destruction." It was after this that Allaah revealed Surah Fatah. ()

Another narration states that Hadhrat Sahl bin Hunayf &% said, "O people!
You have only your own opinions to blame! | have seen myself on the day of Abu
Jandal (when Rasulullaah #8 was forced to hand him over to the Mushrikeen
according to the demands of the treaty). Had I the ability to reverse this decision
of Rasulullaah %88, 1 would have certainly done so (but no one's Imaan would
allow him to oppose a decision coming from Rasulullaah #%%). Yet another
narration adds that when Surah Fatah was revealed, Rasulullaah #88 sent for
Hadhrat Umar 8@ and recited it to him. @)

In the chapter concerning Da'wah tcwards Allaah and His Rasool #2885 (Chapter
one) and under the discussion of the Treaty of Hudaybiyyah, the narration of
Hadhrat Miswar bin Makhramah &5 has already been quoted. The narration
states that Hadhrat Abu Jandal ®J&@% addressed the Muslims saying, "O
gathering of Muslim! Why should I be returned to the Mushrikeen when I have
come as a Muslim? Have you not seen how I have suffered?" Hadhrat Abu Jandal
&IGp% had endured severe torture at the hands of the Mushrikeen,

Hadhrat Umar )&% then approached Rasulullaah #8% and said, "Are you not
the true Nabi of Allaah?" "I am indeed," replied Rasulullaah $3%%. Hadhrat Umar
&9 asked further, "Are we not on the truth and our enemies on falsehood?"
"Certainly," said Rasulullaah #3888 "Then," asked Hadhrat Umar $}&@5, "why do we
have to submit?" Rasulullaah &8 said tohim, "lam certainly the Rasool of Allaah.
I cannot disobey Him and He is my Helper." Hadhrat Umar 4S54 asked, "Did
you not tell us that we shall arrive at the Kabah and perform Tawaaf around it?"
Rasulullaah &#8% replied, "Indeed I did but did I tell you that it would be this
year?" "No," said Hadhrat Umar &&@%. "Then you shall certainly arrive there and
perform Tawaaf around it," Rasulullaah $&# assured him.

Hadhrat Umar @5 then approached Hadhrat Abu Bakr &% and asked him,
“Is he not the true Nabi of Allaah?" "He is indeed," replied Hadhrat Abu Bakr
@G, Hadhrat Umar 52 asked further, "Are we not on the truth and our

enemies on falsehood?" "Certainly," said Hadhrat Abu Bakr &i&@%. "Then,” asked

(1) Bukhaari and Muslim.
(2) Nasa'ee, as quoted in 7afSeer of Ibn Katheer (Vol.4 Pg.200).
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Hadhrat Umar 5853, "why do we have to submit?" Hadhrat Abu Bakr 4iE@s
said to him, "O person! He is certainly the Rasool of Allaah. He cannot disobey
Allaah and Allaah is his Helper." Hadhrat Umar %)@ asked, "Did Rasulullaah
#328E not tell us that we shall arrive at the Kabah and perform Tawaaf around it?"
Hadhrat Abu Bakr %&@% replied, "He did indeed, but did he tell you that it
would be this year?" "No," said Hadhrat Umar $&J&4¥%3. "Then you shall certainly
arrive there and perform Tawaaf around it," Hadhrat Abu Bakr %1548 assured
him. After narrating this incident, Hadhrat Umar &6@% says that he later carried
out numerous good deeds to make amends for this behaviour.

The Happiness of Rasulullaah %84 when
Revelation About Forgiveness and Victory Arrived
as they were Returning from Hudaybiyyah

Hadhrat Anas %J&@% narrates that as Rasulullaah §88 was returning from
Hudaybiyyah, Allaah revealed the verse:
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So that Allaah may forgive you (O Rasulullaah #88) for your past

shortcomings and those that may occur in the future. {Surah Fatah, verse 2}
Rasulullaah ¢33 then said, "Such a verse was revealed to mg tonight that I love
more than everything on earth.” When Rasulullaah #88 recited the verse to the
Sahabah #&U@s8, they said, "Congratulations to you, O Nabi of Allaah ¢33,
Allaah has made it clear how He will be treating you, but what about us?" it was
then that the following verse was revealed:

2 T I T Y L O TP T4 'P R L4 R T L4 TR L .

555 W Gt 91 G %8 g 2y Gkl G2 0D

(ov-«J:cﬂ 8)gu) é me-; ‘33; '}h‘:’:{; él.j'_’s CJ@3 b;-’e-:"l;-; /’-)G:‘;

So that Allaah may admit the Mu'mineen men and women into’Jannaat

beneath which rivers flow. They will live there forever and He shall

@lso) pardon them for their sins. This is the great success in Allaah's

sight. {Surah Fatah, verse 51
Hadhrat Anas )&% reports that after Rasulullaah ¢332 had been prevented
from performing Umrah, he was returning from Hudaybiyyah when the following
verse was revealed:
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Indeed, We have granted you (O Rasulullaah %) a clear victory®).

{Surah Fatah, verse 1} )
When Rasulullaah 88%% and the Sahabah #J&@% slaughtered their sacrificial
animals at Hudaybiyyah, they were filled with grief and sorrow. Rasulullaah 3%

(1) Ahmad. Bukhaari and Muslim have reported a similar narration, as quoted in 7afseer of Ibn
Katheer (Vol.4 Pg.183). B .

(2) Allaah granted the victory through the Treaty of Hudaybiyyah because after this treaty large
numbers of people accepted Islaam and it led to the conquest of Makkah.
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then said, "Such a verse was revealed to me that 1 love more than all the world.”
He then recited to them the verse:
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Indeed, We have granted you (O Rasulullaah 688%) a clear victory

(through the Treaty of Hudaybiyyah). (Allaah granted this victory to

Rasulullaah %385 so that he may be greatly rewarded for the many

people entering the fold of Islaam and together with this,) So that

Allaah may forgive you (O Rasulullaah $2%E) for your past shortcomings

and those that may occur in the future; and so that He may complete

His favour on you, guide you on the straight path and (so that) Allaah

may grant you assistance that is most powerful (with which you can

never be defeated). {Surah Fatah, verses 1-3}
When Rasulullaah %88% recited the verse to the Sahabah #&&5%, they said,
"Congratulations to you, O Nabi of Allaah #2%%..." The rest if the narration is the
same as the one above. (1)
Hadhrat Mujammi bin Jaariya Ansaari &&@@% who was one of those Sahabah
#BG@ who were proficient in the knowledge of the Qur'aan reports that he was
also present at Hudaybiyyah. After they had left, they saw people racing their
camels. "What is the matter with them?" they asked each other. When they were
informed that revelation had come to Rasulullaah #&, they all rushed to
Rasulullaah ¢28, who was then sitting on his camel at a place called Kuraa'u/
Ghameem. When the Sahabah #)&@% had gathered around, Rasulullaah #5385
recited to them:
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Indeed, We have granted you (O Rasulullaah %% ) a clear victory.

{Surah Fatah, verse 1}
Someone asked, "O Rasulullaah ¢85! Is this a victory?" "Yes," Rasulullaah %585
replied, "l swear by the Being Who controls the life of Muhammad that this is
certainly a victory." The Hadith continues further. (&)
Hadhrat Baraa $)&@% once said, "You people regard the conquest of Makkah as
the 'victory' (referred to in the first verse of Surah Fatah). Although that certainly
was a great victory, we (the Sahabah #Wi@%) regard the 'victory' to be the pledge
of Ridwaan taken at Hudaybiyyah." The narration still continues further.
Hadhrat Jaabir &)@ says, "We regard the 'victory' to be nothing other than the
Treaty of Hudaybiyyah." “)

(1) Ibn Jareer (Vol.26 Pg.44).

(2) Ahmad. Abu Dawood has reported a similar narration, as quoted in Tafseer of Ibn Katheer (Vol.4
©g.173).

(3) Bukhaari, as quoted in Tafseer of Ibn'Katheer (Vol.4 Pg.182).

(4) ibn Jareer (Vol.26 Pg.44).
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The Incident of the River Nile during the Khilaafah
of Hadhrat Umar &&@5

Hadhrat Qais bin Hajjaaj reports from his teacher that after Egypt was conquered
(by the Muslims), the people approached the governor Hadhrat Amr bin Al Aas
)&% when the month of Buna) started. "O governor!," they said, "There is a
ritual (we carry out) for our Nile without which it will not flow." "What is the
rituai?" Hadhrat Amr $&J&®% enquired. They then explained, "After twelve days of
this month have passed, we look for a virgin living with her parents. After
satisfying her parents (with a vast sum of money), we adorn her with the best of
jewels and clothing and then throw her into the Nile." "This cannot happen in
Islaam," Hadhrat Amr %585 told them, "Islaam wipes out all (rituals) that
takes place before it."

It so happened that the Nile did not flow and although the people stayed in Egypt
all through the month of Bu'na, they eventually decided to leave Egypt. Hadhrat
Amr $&)&5@% wrote a letter to Hadhrat Umar $&i%% and informed him about the
situation. Hadhrat Umar )&% wrote back to Hadhrat Amr 4)&@% saying, "Your
course of action was correct. I have enclosed a note with this letter that you
should throw into the Nile..." The narration continues further and will be
narrated in the chapter discussing unseen assistance from Allaah. The end of the
narration states that the note was thrown into the Nile and on the following
morning which was a Saturday, the people found that the Nile was already
flowing sixteen arm's length high in a single night. In this manner, Allaah cut out
the Egyptian ritual to this day. )

Hadhrat Alaa bin Hadhrami 5% leads the

Muslim Army into the Ocean

Hadhrat Sahm bin Minjaab reports, "We were on a military expedition with Alaa
bin Hadhrami %}&®$ when we approached the island of Daarayn. The ocean
however posed an obstacle for us to land on the island. Alaa &% then prayed
to Allaah saying, 'O Aleem! O Haleem! O Aliyy! O Adheem! Verily Your servants are
in Your path fighting Your enemies. O Allaah! Create for us a way to reach them.'
He then led us into the water and as deep as we went, the water did not even
reach our saddle-cloths. In this manner, we reached the enemy." %)

Another narration from Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah &}&@# adds that when Ibn
Muka'bir the Persian Emperor's governor saw the Muslims (travelling through the
water), he said, "No! By Allaah! We can never fight such people!" He then
boarded his ship and returned to Persia. 4 —_

Similar narrations have also been reported from Hadhrat Sahm bin Minjaab,
Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah 4}@@% and Hadhrat Anas )&%, as will soon appear in

(1) A month in their Egyptian calendar, -

(2) Laalkaa'ee in his Sunnah, as quoted in 7afseerof Ibn Katheer (Vol.3 Pg.464).
(3) Abu Nu'aym in his Hijya (vol.1 Pg.7).

(4) Abu Nu'aym in his Hifya (Vol.1 Pg.8). Tabraani, Ibn Abi Dunya and Bayhagqi.
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the chapter detailing the control that Allaah gave Muslims over the oceans. There
the narration will also appear showing how Hadhrat Sa'd bin Abi Waqqaas
£J5ws crossed the Tigris River during the Battle of Qaadisiyyah. The narration
cites the announcement Hadhrat Hujr bin Adi ¥4 made when he said, "What
prevents you from crossing over these few droplets viz. the Tigris." He then
recited the following verse of the Qur'aan;
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A person shall die only by the commaﬁd of Allaah; (at a time that is)
recorded (in the Lowhul Mahfoodh), fixed (and therefore can neither be
postponed nor delgyed). {Surah Aal Imraan, verse 145}
He then plunged his horse into the river and the other Muslims followed. When
the enemy saw them, they took to their heels shouting, "Demons! Demons!"

Hadhrat Tameem Daari &% Drives a Fire Away
Hadhrat Mu'aawiya bin Harmal reports a narration that mentions a fire emerging
from Harra (a rocky terrain near Madinah). Hadhrat Umar %#}54%% then came to
Hadhrat Tameem Daari ¥&@% saying, "Go and see to that fire!" "Who am I and
what am I?" Hadhrat Tameem &&@% said. Hadhrat Umar &&E@% however
insisted until Hadhrat Tameem %854 went with him. The narrator reports that
he followed them as they proceeded to the fire where Hadhrat Tameem %J&is2
rounded up the fire with his bare hands until it returned into the crevice it had
come out from, with Hadhrat Tameem )&% behind it. Hadhrat Umar 4&&@s
then remarked, "The one who has witnessed this can never be like the one who
has not (because it serves to boost one's Imaan)." (1) Bayhaqi and Baghawi have
also reported a similar narration, as will be quoted in the chapter discussing

unseen assistance from Allaah.

What Rasulullaah #4% saw when He struck A
Boulder During Preparations for the Battle of
Khandaq and the Glad Tidings he gave the
Sahabah &G
A Sahabi %)&@% reports that when Rasulullaah 88 gave the command for the
trench to be dug, a large boulder presented an obstacle to the digging.
Rasulullaah 8% took up a spade, placed his shawl beside the trench and

recited:
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The words of your Rabb have been completed (perfected) in truth and

justice. There is none to alter His words and He is the All Hearing, the
All Knowing. {Surah An'aam, verse 115}

(1) Abu Nu'aym in his Dalaa'il (Pg.212).
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When Rasulullaah 838 struck it, a spark flashed and a third of the boulder
crumbled as Hadhrat Salmaan Faarsi )&% watched. When Rasulullaah 233
struck it a second time, he again recited the verse:
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The words of your Rabb have been completed (perfected) in truth and
justice. There is none to alter His words and He is the All Hearing, the
All Knowing. {Surah An'aam, verse 115}
Again a spark flashed and another third of the boulder crumbled. Hadhrat
Salmaan #}\6%% witnessed this as well. Rasulullaah 88 then struck it a third

time as he recited:
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The words of your Rabb have been completed (perfected) in truth and

justice. There is none to alter His words and He is the All Hearing, the

All Knowing. {Surah An'aam, verse 115}
This time, the last third of the boulder crumbled. Rasulullaah ¢85 then got out
from the trench, tooK his shawl and sat down. "O Rasulullaah #&!" Hadhrat
Salmaan $&&@% said, "I was watching as you struck the boulder and noticed that
every time you struck it, a brilliant spark flashed." "O Sulaymaan!" Rasulullaah
#388 said, "Did you also see that?" "I swear by the Being Who has sent you with
the truth that I definitely did," Hadhrat Salmaan &5 replied.
Rasulullaah 885 then explained, "When I struck it the first time, the cities of the
Persian Emperor, their surroundings and numerous other cities were shown to
me so vividly that I could see their every detail." \The Sahabah #&\&% who were
present there said, "O Rasulullaah #2£! Pray to Allaah that He allows us to
conquer those placeé, to have their progeny as our booty and to raze the place
down with our hands." Rasulullaah $#88 made the du'aa and then continued,
"When 1 struck it the second time, the cities of the Roman Emperor and their
surroundings were shown to me so vividly that I could see their every detail." "O
Rasulullaah $#84!" the Sahabah #&)&ss asked, "Pray to Allaah that He allows us
to conquer those places, to have their progeny as our booty and to raze the place
down with our hands." Rasulullaah #%# again complied.
Thereafter, Rasulullaah &8 continued, "When I struck it the third time, the
cities of Abyssinia and the cities in their surroundings were shown to me so
vividly that Icould see their every detail. You should however leave the Abyssinians
alone as long as they leave you alone and also leave the Turks alone as long as
they leave you alone." (!)

(1) Nasa'ee, as quoted in A/ Bidaayah wan Nihaayah (Vol.4 Pg.102). Abu Dawood has reported the
concluding portion which states: "You should however leave the Abyssinians alone as long as they
leave you alone and also leave the Turks alone as long as they leave you alone."
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Hadhrat Amr bin Auf Muzani reports a similar narration. This narration states
that when Nabi 88 arrived, he took a spade from Hadhrat Salmaan &}z
then struck the boulder so hard that the boulder was crushed and a spark so
bright flashed that it lit up everything between the two mountains of Madinah. It
actually appeared as if it was a lantern in the middle of a dark night. Rasulullaah
#5285 cried out "Allaahu Akbar" as people cry out when they attain victory over an
enemy. The Sahabah #&&#% echoes the cry of Rasulullaah #8%. When
Rasulullaah #33% struck the boulder a second time, the same thing happened and
on the third strike again.

When Hadhrat Salmaan %1% and the other Sahabah #8&i% spoke about this
to Rasulullaah %%, they asked him what the meaning of the light was.
Rasulullaah 588 explained, "On the first occasion, the palaces of Heera and the
cities of the Persian Emperor were lit up for me, appearing (shining) like the
canines of a /héund. Jibra'eel $4E then informed me that my Ummah shall
conquer these places. On the second occasion, the red palaces of Rome were lit
up for me, appearing like the canines of a hound. Jibra'eel #3i§ then informed
n;ie that my Ummah shall conquer these places as well. Eventually, on the third
occasion, the palaces of San‘aa were lit up for me, appearing like the canines of a
hound. Jibra'eel $E again informed me that my Ummah shall conquer these
places. You should therefore rejoice about this."

The Sahabah #&&5#% became very happy and said, "Al Hamdu Lillaah! The
promise is true indeed." When the Kuffaar armies arrived, the Mu'mineen said:
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"This (trying occasion and Allaah's help that comes with it) is what

Allaah and His Rasool #38% have promised us. Allaah and His Rasool

#3%% have spoken the truth."They then increase in Imaan and submission

(to Allaah, instead of faltering in these). {Surah Ahzaab, verse 22}
In the meantime, the Munaafigeen quipped, "He tells you that from Yathrib he
can see the palaces of Heera, Madaa'in and the Persian Emperor and that you
people will be conquering these places when you are digging a trench and are
unable to even contest the enemy on the battlefield." It was with reference to this
that Allaah revealed the verse:
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When the hypocrites and those with a disease (doubts) in their hearts

said, "Allaah and His Rasool & have made only deceptive promises

to us (they promise victory when all we can see is imminent defeat)."

{Surah Ahzaab, verse 12}{!)

A lengthy narration from Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas )&% will soon appear
(1) Ibn Jareer, as quoted in A/ Bidaayah wan Nihaayah (Vol.4 Pg.100),
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in the chapter discussing the unseen assistance from Allaah with regard to the
blessings in food. The narration states that (when called for the boulder)
Rasulullaah #33 said, "Let me be the first to strike it." Rasulullaah #3238 then
recited "Bismillaah" and struck the boulder, causing a third of it to be crushed.
He then exclaimed, "Allaahu Akbar! The palaces of Rome, by the Rabb of the
Kabah!" Rasulullaah #3% then struck the boulder a second time and another
portion was crushed. This time, he cried out, "Allaahu Akbar! The palaces of
Persia, by the Rabb of the Kabah!" It was then that the Munaafigeen jibed, "wWe
are busy digging a trench to save our lives and he is promising us the palaces of
Rome and Persia?!" (1)

Hadhrat Khaalid &JE@2 Drinks Poison and the
Statement of a Christian about the Sahabah &&&@2

Also coming shortly in the chapter discussing the unseen assistance from Allaah
is the incident of poison having no effect on Hadhrat Khaalid bin Waleed

C&IE@% and his statement that no soul can die until its time is up™ Also to appear
are the words of (the Christian) Amr who said, "O assembly of Arabs! I swear by
Allaah that you will always have sovereignty over any region you want as long as
there is a single member of this generation (of Sahabah #&{%) with you."
Addressing\the people of Heera, he also said, "To this day, I have never seen
anything as viable as this."

Statements of the Sahabah #&JE@ss Attesting that

Large Numbers Does not Bring Assistance

Soon to appear in the chapter discussing the sources of assistance is the
statement of Hadhrat Thaabit bin Aqram &}&@% who said, "O Abu Hurayrah! Do
you perhaps see a large concentration of forces?" "O yes," replied Hadhrat Abu
Hurayrah 436, Hadhrat Thaabit $}&®% then said, "You did not witness the
Battle of Badr with us for (then you would have seen that) it was not large.
numbers that assisted us.”

There it will also be narrated that when someone remarked, "The Romans are so
many while the Muslims so few!" Hadhrat Khaalid bin Waleed )&% responded
by saying, "The Romans are so few while the Muslims so many! Armies are
increased only by Allaah's assistance and reduced only by Allaah withdrawing
His assistance, and not by their numbers. By Allaah! I wish that (my horse)
Ashqar was well and that the enemy was doubled in number."

Also to appear there is the letter Hadhrat Abu Bakr &G wrote to Hadhrat Amr
bin Al Aas $)88% in which he said, "You letter has just reached me detailing the
massive build-up of Roman forces. Verily it was neither with large numbers nor
with large armies that Allaah assisted us during the time of His Nabi %%, When
we were with Rasulullaah ¢3%, we sometimes fought battles with only two
horses and at times we even had to take turns riding our camels. When we

(1) Tabraani. Haythami (Vol.6 Pg.132) has commented on the chain of narrators.
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fought the Battle of Uhud with Rasulullaah 2388, we had only one horse which
Rasulullaah %885 rode. It was always Allaah Who backed us and assisted us
against those who opposed us.”

The narration has already passed(! discussing how Hadhrat Abu Bakr &i&iss
dispatched the army of Hadhrat Usaamah &&@#. This was during a time when
the Arabs were revolting on all fronts, when (apatt from a few tribes) all the Arab
tribes started turning away from Islaam, when hypocrisy started surfacing and
the Jews and Christians started rearing their ugly heads. At the time, the Muslims
were like a lone goat caught in a stormy night because they were still reeling
from the loss of their Nabi %% and their numbers were very few compared to
the large numbers of the enemy. However, when the Sahabah #&&#% proposed
to Hadhrat Abu Bakr %4%i% that he detain the army of Hadhrat Usaamah 365,
he said, "How can I hold back an army that Rasulullaah &% had dispatched? |
would then be doing something very bold! I swear by the Being Who controls my
life that I would prefer having all the Arabs attack me rather than restraining an
army that Rasulullaah 8% had dispatched! O Usaama! Proceed with your army
whence Rasulullaah 83 had commanded you and fight in the area of Palestine
where Rasulullaah $8# had commanded. Fight the people of Mu'ta for Allaah
shall be sufficient for those whom you are leaving behind (in Madinah)."

The narration has also passed® discussing the Battle of Mu'ta when Hadhrat
Abdullaah bin Rawaaha %)@ addressed the Muslims as the enemy amassed a
force of two hundred thousand troops. He said to them, "O people! By Allaah!
The thing that you seem to dislike is the very thing for which you have left;
martyrdom. We have never fought with reliance in our numbers and our
strength. We have always fought on the strength of this Deen that Allaah had
blessed us with. March ahead! You will have either one of two excellent things,
victory or martyrdom." The others echoed, "By Allaah! Ibn Rawaaha has
spoken the truthr

There are so many more such incidents of the Sahabah #&&¥ss scattered
throughout this book and many other books discussing Ahadeeth, battles and
biographies of Rasulullaah &8%. We shall not lengthen this book with
mentioning them all and repeating them.

The Reality and Perfection of Imaan

Rasulullaah %88 asks Hadhrat Haarith Bin Maalik
%55 how he Felt and his Reply
Hadhrat Anas %J&@ reports that Rasulullaah %28 entered the Masjid one day

(1) In the chapter concerning Jihaad, under the heading "Rasulullaah ¢88 is Particular about
Dispatching the Army of Hadhrat Usaama bin Zaid &% even on his Deathbed, after which
Hadhrat Abu Bakr @ also Gives the Same Importance to the Matter When he Becomes the
Khalifah" and the subheading "Hadhrat Abu Bakr %85 Rejects the Request of the Muhaajireen
and Ansaar to hold back the Army of Hadhrat Usaama $J&g55".

(2) Under the heading "The Enthusiasm of the Sahabah #8&@% to Die and Give their Lives in the path
of Allaah" and the subheading "Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Rawaaha %% Encourages the Sahabah
#8Ew% towards Martyrdom".
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where he found Hadhrat Haarith bin Maalik &)@ asieep. Nudging him with his
foot, Rasulullaah #2£ said, "Raise you head." As he raised his head, Hadhrat
Haarith &85 exclaimed, "May my parents be sacrificed for you, O Rasulullaah
#58851" "How do you feel this morning, O Haarith bin Maalik?" Rasulullaah et
asked. Hadhrat Haarith 555 replied, "I feel like a true Mu'min this morning, O
Rasulullaah &328£." Rasulullaah #%£ said, "Every fact requires substantiation,
so how do you substantiate your statement?" Hadhrat Haarith $&&@s% replied, "I
have turned my eyes away from this world, I keep myself thirsty during the days
(because I am fasting) and 1 stay awake (in Ibaadah) during the nights. In
addition to that, it is as if 1 can actually see the Arsh of my Rabb and as if I can
actually see the people of Jannah visiting each other and the people of Jahannam
barking at each other." Rasulullaah ### remarked, "You are a man whose heart
Allaah has illuminated. You have understood (the reality of Imaan) so now
remain steadfast." (1)

Another nartation names the Sahabi &% as Hadhrat Haaritha bin Nu'maan
&5 and states that Rasulullaah 233 said to him, "You have seen (the reality
of Imaan), so remain steadfast. He is a man in whose heart Allaah has

illuminated Imaan." "O Rasulullaah $

1" Hadhrat Haaritha @&@% then asked,
"Pray to Allaah that I become a martyr." Rasulullaah %8 then made the du'aa for
him. One day the announcement was made, "O horsemen of Allaah! Mount your
horses (and ride out in Jihaad)." Hadhrat Haaritha %J&#% was the first to take to
his horse and also became the first to be martyred. @)

Hadhrat Anas )&% narrates that Rasulullaah %8 was walking somewhere
when he met a young man from the Ansaar. "How do you fe€l this morning, O
Haarith?" Rasulullaah %##% asked. He replied, "This morning I feel like a true
believer in Allaah." "Consider well what you say," Rasulullaah #&8£ advised,
"because every statement requires substantiation." He replied, "O Rasulullaah
%581 1 have turned my eyes away from this world..." The rest of the Hadith is
similar to the one quoted above. &

Another narration states that Rasulullaah 8388 said, "Every statement requires
substantiation, so how do you substantiate your Imaan?" “

Rasulullaah %% asks Hadhrat Mu'aadh &&E®5
how he Felt and his Reply

Hadhrat Anas bin Maalik ¥E@% narrates that when Hadhrat Mu'aadh bin Jabal
@)% arrived one day, Rasulullaah 388 asked him, "How do you feel this
morning, O Mu'aadh?" Hadhrat Mu'aadh $&3&@% replied, "I feel like a true believer
in Allaah." "Every statement requires substantiation," Rasulullaah §8%% told him,

(1) Ibn Asaakir. .

(2) Askari, as quoted in Muntakhab Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.5 Pg.160).

(3) Ibn Najjaar, as quoted in Muntakhab Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.5 Pg.161).

(4) Ibn Mubaarak in his Zuhd. Haafidh has commented on the chain of narrators, as quoted in
Isaabah (Vol.1 Pg.289). Abdur Razzaaq has reported a similar narration, as have Tabraani, Ibn
Mandah, Bayhaqi, Bazzaar and Tabraani, but Haythami (Vol.1 Pg.57) has commented on Bazzaar's
and Tabraani's chains of narrators.
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"so how do you substantiate your statement?” "O Nabi of Allaah §##5!" Hadhrat
Mu'aadh &g explained, "Every morning I feel that I will not see the evening
and every evening I feel that 1 will never see the morning. Every time I take a
step, 1 feel like I shall not be following it up with another and it is as if I can
actually see every nation kneeling (on the Day of Qiyaamah), being called to their
records of deeds with their Ambiyaa and the idols they worshipped. 1t is also as if
I can actually see the punishment of the people of Jahannam and the rewards of
the people of Janhah." Rasulullaah #8# commended him saying, "You have
understood (the reality of Imaan) so now remain steadfast." ()

Rasulullaah 8% asks Hadhrat Suwayd bin

Haaritha &G and his Companions

In the chapter discussing giving Da'wah towards Allaah and His Rasool €k @,
the narration of Hadhrat Suwayd bin Haarith &}&@%has passed. In the narration
he states that he was one of seven persons who met Rasulullaah %88 as a
delegation. When they arrived in his presence and spoke to him, he was
impressed by their mannerisms and appearance. Rasulullaah 38 asked them,
"What are you?" They replied, "Mu'mineen." Rasulullaah #3% said, "Every
statement has a reality (to substantiate it). What is the reality of your Imaan?"
They replied, "Fifteen attributes (prove the existence of our Imaan). Five are those
that your messengers have commanded us to believe in, five are those that your
messengers have commanded us to carry out and five are those that we have
adopted from the Period of Ignorance and are still practising until now unless
you dislike them {in which case we are prepared to forsake them)..." The
narration continues to mention belief in Allaah, in His angels, in His Books, in
His prophets, in predestination - whether good or bad, in Islaam and in good
Character.

The Incident of a Munaafiq who Approached

Rasulullaah $24£ to Seek Forgiveness on his behalf

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar \&@% narrates that they were sitting with
Rasulullaah 3% when Hadhrat Harmalah bin Zaid Ansaari &% of the Banu
Haaritha tribe came and sat in front of Rasulullaah 8388. Pointing to his tongue,
he said "O Rasulullaah #2851 Imaan is here." He then pointed to his chest saying,
"But in here is only hypocrisy. This heart remembers Allaah very little."
Rasulullaah %3 remained silent, but Hadhrat Harmalah &)&@% repeated
himself. Rasulullaah #28% then held the tip of Hadhrat Harmalah 43&%'s tongue
and prayed, "O Allaah! grant him a truthful tongue, a grateful heart, love for me,
love for those who love me and point him in the right direction.”

Hadhrat Harmalah 4@ then said, "O Rasulullaah #8285 | have many brothers

(1) Abu Nu'aym in his Hilya (Vol.t Pg.242).

(2) Under the heading "Rasulullaah ¢88 Calls people towards Fulfilling the Faraa'idh of Islaam" and
the subheading "The Hadith of Hadhrat Alqama &% Concerning the Reality of Imaan, Giving
Da'wah towards Imaan and the Faraa'idh",
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who are Munaafigeen and I had been their leader. Should I not point them out to
you?" Rasulullaah #38£ replied, "If they come to us as you have come, we shall
seek forgiveness on their behalf as we have done for you. However, it is best that
Allaah deals with those of them who are obstinate in their ways." (0

Imaan (Belief) In the Being of Allaah
8% and His Attributes
A Sahabi &)E@% Recites Surah Ikhlaas in

Abundance

Hadhrat Aa'isha B&&Wss narrates that a Sahabi )&% whom Rasulullaah %5385
dispatched as commander of an expedition used to lead his companions in
salaah but would always conclude (the Rakaah) by reciting el i.ut,f. :ﬁ) (Surah
Ikhlaas). When they returned and reported this to Rasulullaah Y%L he told them
to ask him why he did this. When they asked him, he replied, "(I recite it so often)
Because it discusses the attributes of Ar Rahmaan. I therefore love to recite it."
Rasulullaah #5882 then told the Sahabah #&E@%, "Inform him that Allaah loves
him as well." @)

Rasulullaah #3255 Corroborates what a Jewish

Scholar had to say about Allaah

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ¥)\&i@% reports that a (Jewish) scholar once came
to Rasulullaah %8 using the address of "O Muhammad" or "O Rasulullaah
#3285", he said, "Verily Allaah shall place the heavens on one finger, the worlds on
another finger, the mountains and trees on another finger, water and clay on
another finger and the rest of creation on another finger. He will then shake
them saying, "I am the King." In confirmation of the scholar's statement,
Rasulullaah ##£ smiled so broadly that his molars became visible. He then
recited the verse:

(0‘:‘” JH‘ 1‘1"_’ T I YA PR ).,”/J 2 & . ) Vot s
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They have not revered (appreciated or comprehended) Allaah as He
deserves to be revered (they do not realise His power and greatness as
they ought to). On the Day of Qiyaamabh, the entire earth will be in His
grasp, and the skies will be folded in His right hand®®. He is Pure and
Exalted above all that they ascribe as partners to Him. {Surah Zumar,
verse 67} (4)

(1) Abu Nu'aym, as quoted in Kanzu/ Ummaal (Vol.2 Pg.250). Tabraani and Ibn Mandah have also
reported the narration, as quoted in Isaabah (Vol.1 Pg.320).

(2) Bayhagi in his Asmaa was Sifaat (Pg.208), as quoted by Bukhaari and Muslim as well.

(3) The meaning of this is best known to Allaah. Allaah says about such verses, "None knows their
interpretation except Allaah" [Surah 3, verse 7].

(4) Bayhagqi in his Asmaa was Sifaat (Pg.245), as quoted by Bukhaari and Muslim as well.
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The Narrations of Hadhrat Anas $)&is and
Hadhrat Abu Dharr ¥ about how Allaah
will Resurrect People

Hadhrat Anas bin Maalik %&@#% narrates that someone once asked Rasulullaah
&85, "How will the Kaafir be resurrected on his face!!) on the Day of Qiyaamah?"
Rasulullaah #3% replied, "Indeed the One who makes him walk with his legs can
certainly make him walk on his face on the Day of Qiyaamah." )

Hadhrat Hudhayfah bin Usayd reports that Hadhrat Abu Dharr ¥)\&8i#% once said,
"O tribe of Ghifaar! Talk (to each other) without taking oaths because the truthful
one to whom the truth was always brought (viz. Rasulullaah #%%) told me that
people will be resurrected in three groups (on the Day of Qiyaamah). One group
will be riding, eating and well dressed. Another will be walking and running,
while the third will be dragged by the angels on their faces and driven towards
Jahannam.” Someone from the audience said, "Two of the groups we are aware
of, but what about those who will be walking and running?" Hadhrat Abu Dharr
BIS@5 replied, "Allaah shall send a calamity on all riding animals (causing them
all to die) so that there shall be not a single one left. In fact, a person will want to
give away his magnificent orchard in exchange for an old camel with a carriage.

However, he will be unable to do this (because no animal will be available)." @)

-

Rasulullaah 2% Instructs the Sahabah #E@% to say,
"G 1,5 9 53 s

Hadhrat Tufayl bin Abdullaah $)&#% who was Hadhrat Aa'isha B8&@s's uterine
brother relates that he once saw a group of Christians in a dream. He said to
them, "You people are excellent people, had it not been for your belief that
Maseeh (Isa) #HLE is Allaah's son.” They responded by saying, "And you people
are excellent people had it not been for your saying 'wa 5Lt Anidc ' (what Allaah
and Muhammad %88 wills')." Thereafter he met a group of Jews and said to
them, "You people are excellent people had it not been for your belief that Uzair
SARE is Allaah's son." They also responded by saying, "And you people are
excellent people had it not been for your saying "f.gé AT (What Allaah
and Muhammad #3385 wills')."

Hadhrat Tufay! then went to Rasulullaah #388% and related the dream to him. "Did
you relate this to anyone else afterwards?" Rasulullaah 3% asked. When he
declared that he did, Rasulullaah #888% praised Allaah and then addressed the
Sahabah #&&@2 saying, "The dream that your brothef has seen has already
reached you. You should therefore not say those words but should rather say: "'

(1) As referred to in verse 97 of Surah Bani Israa'eel and verse 34 of Surah Furgaan.

(2) Bayhaqi in his Asmaa was Sifaat (Pg.256). Bukhaari, Muslim, Ahmad, Nasa'ee, Ibn Abi Haatim,
Haakim and others have reported a similar narration, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.7 Pg.28).

(3) Ahmad, as quoted in the Tafseer of Ibn Katheer (Vol.3 Pg.65). Haakim (Vol.4 Pg.564) has also
reported the narration from reliable sources, as confirmed by Dhahabi.
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' &8,3 94335 A 3E0 (What the One Allaah Who has no partner wills')." (1)
Hadhrat Hudhayfah &% narrates that one of the Muslims saw in a dream that
he met a man from the Ahlul Kitaab who said to him, "You people are excellent
people had it not been for your committing Shirk by saying "sexs 5133 Lt 560
(What Allaah and Muhammad %38 wills')." When he reported the dream to
Rasulullaah #388%, Rasulullaah $8# said, "I had always' disliked you saying this.
You should rather say, 'What Allaah wills'. Thereafter, you may add what
someone else wills." ?) :
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas &}&{¥%% narrates that when a man came to discuss
something with Rasulullaah §#8%, the man said, "What Allaah wills and what you
will." Rasulullaah ¢ rebuked him saying, "Are you equating me with Allaahr?
It is only what the One Allaah wills (that will happen)." () '

A Jew Questions Rasulullaah 4% about Volition
Imaam Awzaa'ee reports that a Jew once approached Rasulullaah ¢ asking
about volition. Rasulullaah ¢#8% replied, "Everything occurs by the will of Allaah."
"What if I decide to stand up?" the man asked. "Then it is by Allaah's will that you
will stand," Rasulullaah ¢ replied. The man asked further, "And if 1 decide to
sit?" "Then it is by Allaah's will that you will sit," Rasulullaah #28% replied. Again
the Jew asked, "And what if I decide to cut down this date palm?" Again
Rasulullaah &% replied, "Then it is by Allaah's will that you will cut it." "And if I
then decide to leave it alone?" he asked. "Then," Rasulullaah #&2 replied, "it is by
Allaah's will that you will leave it."

Hadhrat Jibra'eel 84 then came and said to Rasulullaah &8, "You have been
inspired to present the correct facts just as Ibraheem Sl was inspired.” It is in
the same meaning that Allaah says in the Qur'aan:
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Every date palm that you (Muslims) cut (and burnt) or left standing on
its roots® was by Allaah's permission and to humiliate the sinners (it
was done by Allaah’s command and not merely to destroy property).
{Surah Hashar, verse 5}(5)

Rasulullaah $#£ and the Sahabah #&&&Ewss
Oversleep by the Will of Allaah
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood 4JE@5% reports that when Rasulullaah (588 was
returning (with the Sahabah #3&@%) from Hudaybiyyah, he set up camp at a
particular place in the last portion of the night. "Who will stand guard over us?"

(1) Bayhagqi in his Asmaa was Sifaat (Pg.110).

(2) Bayhaqi in his Asmaa was Sifaat (Pg.110).

(3) Bayhagi in his Asmaa was Sifaat (Pg.110).

(4) This verse refers to the date plantations of the Banu Nadheer tribe that the Muslims destroyed to
break the morale of the Jews so that they surrender.

(5) Bayhaqi in his Asmaa was Sifaat (Pg.111).
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Rasulullaah &85 asked. "I will,” Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood &1&E@®% said, "I
will." "You?" Rasulullaah 2885 said, "You? (You will fall asleep)" Rasulullaah A
repeated this twice or thrice but eventually appointed Hadhrat Abdullaah bin
Mas'ood ¥)&45 for the task. (He then stood guard as the others slept.) As dawn
was beginning to rise, Rasulullaah #88's words held true and Hadhrat Abdullaah
bin Mas'ood &)&Ei55 fell asleep. None of the Sahabah @& woke up until the
sun started beating down on their backs. Rasulullaah 885 stood up and did as
he usually did. He then led the Fajr salaah, after which he said, "Had Allaah
willed, you would have not slept through Fajr. However, Allaah willed that this
should be a lesson for those after you who (would now know what to do in such
a situation if they) oversleep (through the time of salaah) or forget (to perform
their salaah)." (1)

In his narration about the wudhu utensil, Hadhrat Abu Qataadah )&% reports
that Rasulullaah §88 said, "Verily Allaah seizes your souls when He wills (as you
sleep) and releases them when He wills." The Sahabah #&&@% then proceeded to
relieve themselves and perform wudhu. By the time they had finished, the sun

was already white. Rasulullaah ¢332 then stood up and led them in salaah. )

A Jew Questions Hadhrat Umar &G about the
verse "Jannah has the vastness of the heavens
and the earth"

Hadhrat Taariq bin Shihaab narrates that a Jew once asked Hadhrat Umar
E)Ss5, "Tell me where is Jahannam when Allaah says:

(rrenioes JTasg € Jo31 5 Sye il 4235 1555

Jannah has the vastness of the heavens and the earth. {Surah Aal Imraan,

verse 133} "
Addressing the Sahabah #&&i#% present there, Hadhrat Umar &5 said, "Give
him an answer.” When no one could give a reply, Hadhrat Umar %365 said, "Tell
me where the day goes when the night appears and filis the earth?" "It is where
Allaah wills," the man replied. "Then," said Hadhrat Umar 4&}&@%, "Jahannam is
also where Allaah wills." The Jew then remarked, "I swear by the Being Who
controls my life that what you have mentioned is exactly what appears in Allaah
revealed Book (the Torah)." 3

Hadhrat Ali €54 Debates with a man about

Volition
Hadhrat Muhammad narrates that Hadhrat Ali )&% was once introduced to a
man debating the issue of volition. "O servant of Allaah! Hadhrat Ali )&% said,
"Has Allaah created you as He willed or as you will?" "As He willed," the man

(1) Bayhagqi in his Asmaa was Sifaat (Pg.109).

(2) Bayhaqi in his Asmaa was Sifaat (Pg.109). Bukhaari has reported a similar narration.

(3) Abd bin Humayd, Ibn Jareer, Ibn Mundhir and Ibn Khusru, as quoted in- Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.7
Pg.277).
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replied. "Does He make you ill when He wills or when you will?" "When He wills,"
the man admitted. Hadhrat Ali &J&#% questioned him further, "Does He then
cure you when He wills or when you will?" Again the man replied, "When He
wills." "Does Allaah take you where He wills or where you will?" "Where He wills,"
came the reply. "By Allaah!" Hadhrat Ali &4\5@% said, "Had you replied differently,
I would have used my sword to severe the part of your body that hosts your
eyes." (1

Rasulullaah %% tells the Sahabah #&EW% what
Hypocrisy is not

Hadhrat Anas &% narrates that the Sahabah #&®% once said, "O
Rasulullaah 8821 We experience a wonderful frame of mind when we are with
you, but no sooner we leave your company, our frame of mind changes (we
therefore fear being hypocrites)." "How is your relationship with your Rabb?"
Rasulullaah ¢ asked. "Allaah is our Rabb in private and in public," they
replied. "Then," replied Rasulullaah £, "that is not hypocrisy." @

" The Incident of Rasulullaah #8% with a Bedouin

asking about Reckoning
Hadhrat. Abu Hurayrah &% reports that a Bedouin once approached
Rasulullaah %38 with a question. "O Rasulullaah &88" he asked, "Who will ask
the creation to render their accounts on the Day of Qiyaamah?" "Allaah S&5IiE,"
Rasulullaah %88 replied." "By the Rabb of the Kabah!" the Bedouin cried out, "We
are then saved." "What do you mean, O Bedouin?" Rasulullaah %38 asked. The
Bedouin explained, "When Someone Magnanimous is in authority, He always

forgives." (3) . »

The Incident of Hadhrat Mu'aadh )&% when
Hadhrat Umar @5 Sent him to Collect zakaah

Hadhrat Sa'eed bin Musayyib narrates that Hadhrat Umar %J&®% once sent
Hadhrat Mu'aadh &% to collect zakaah from the Banu Kilaab tribe. Hadhrat
Mu'aadh &85 distributed everything amongst the (poor) people of the tribe
until nothing was left over. All he returned with was the sack he had left with,
carrying it around his neck. His wife asked, "Where is the gift that collectors
usually bring back for their families?" Hadhrat Mu'aadh )63 replied, "I had an
inspector with me (and therefore could not bring anything back)." She exclaimed,
"You were trusted by Rasulullaah #3£ and Abu Bakr )&% but Umar &)6n5%
sent an inspector with you?" She then made a furore about it amongst the

women of her tribe as she complained about Hadhrat Umar &3,

When the news reached Hadhrat Umar 1555, he sent for Hadhrat Mu'aadh
ﬁé(f:‘n-

% and asked, "Did I send an inspector with you?" Hadhrat Mu'aadh iG55
(1) Tbn Abi Haatim, as quoted in the 7afSeerof Ibn Katheer (Vol.3 Pg.211).

(2) Bazzaar, as quoted in the TafSeer of Ibn Katheer (Vol.4 Pg.397).

(3) Ibn Najjaar, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal(Vol.7 Pg.270).

X
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replied, "I had no other excuse but this to give my wife." Hadhrat Umar S35
laughed and gave Hadhrat Mu'aadh ¥J8@% something saying, "Give her this to

make her happy." Ibn Jareer has mentioned that Hadhrat Mu'aadh &&% was
referring to Allaah when he mentioned the inspector. (1)

The Narration of Hadhrat Aa'isha GaGwe

concerning the Lady who Debated
Hadhrat Aa'isha GEIE@ss said, "All praise belongs to Allaah Who hears everything.
The Mujaadalah (the lady who debated) came to speak with Rasulullaah #28 and
although I was in the corner of the room, 1 heard nothing. Allaah then revealed
the verse:
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Allaah had certainly heard the speech of the lady (Hadhrat Khowla bint Tha'laba
GB&@s%) who debated with you (O Rasulullaah $865) concerning her husband and
who complained to Allaah. Allaah was listening to your discussion. Verily Allaahi
is All Hearing, All Seeing. {Surah Mujaadalah, verse 1}(2)

Hadhrat Aa'isha G8&E@% said, "Blessed is that Allaah Whose hearing captures
everything. As I was listening to Khowla bint Tha'laba complain to Rasulullaah
#3288 about her husband, there were words that I could not hear. 'O Rasulullaah
#BE1 she said, 'He has consumed my wealth, finished my youth and my womb
has even borne him children. Eventually, when I have grown old and I can no
longer bear children, he has practiced Zihaar'® with me.' She then prayed, 'O
Allaah! To You do I place my complaint.' She had not yet stood up when Hadhrat
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Allaah had certainly heard the speech of the lady who debated with you

(O Rasulullaah $885) concerning her husband and who complained to

Allaah. Allaah was listening to your discussion. Verily Allaah is All
Hearing, All Seeing. {Surah Mujaadalah, verse 1}

Her husband was Aws bin Saamit & "4

The Statements of Hadhrat Abu Bakr &G
Concerning Belief in Allaah &&E50E
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar &5 reports that when Rasuluilaah §8% passed

away, Hadhrat Abu Bakr &J&@% addressed the people saying, "O people! If

(1) Abdur Razzaaq and Muhaamili in his Amaali, as quoted in Kanzul! Ummaal (Vol.7 Pg.87).

(2) Ahmad and Bukhaari, as quoted in the Tafseer of Ibn Katheer (Vol.4 Pg.318).

(3) A form of divorce during the time.

(4) Ibn Abi Haatim, as quoted in the 7afseer of Ibn Katheer (Vol.4 Pg.318). Bayhaqi has reported a
simitar harration in his Asmaa was Sifaat (Pg.36). T
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Muhammad %885 was your deity whom you worshipped, then you should know
that he has passed away. However, if your deity was the One in the heavens, then

you should remember that He will never die." He then recited the verse:
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Muhammad %88 is but a messenger (of Allaah). Indeed many
messengers have passed before him. If he passes away or is martyred,
would you (Mus/ims) then turn back on your heels (and forsake
Islaam)? He who turns back on his heels can never harm Allaah in the
least (because he will be harming only himself). Allaah shall soon
reward the grateful ones. {Surah Aal Imraan, verse 144)(D)
The sermon that Hadhrat Abu Bakr &j&i%% delivered has already been quoted in
the chapter®) discussing how the Sahabah #&# rallied around Hadhrat Abu
Bakr ¥)&is. Hadhrat Abu Bakr &&@% said, "Allaah had given a lifetime to
Rasulullaah #%% and kept him alive until he established the Deen of Allaah,
made the commands of Allaah explicit, passed on the message of Allaah and
exerted himself in the path of Allaah. In this condition, Allaah then took him
away after he had left you on a path. Now whoever dies will die after being
exposed to the clear proofs (of Imaan) and the great cure (to kufr, which is the
Qur'aan). Therefore, whoever took Allaah as his Rabb should know that Allaah is
Alive and shall never die. On the other hand, whoever worshipped Muhammad
#3455 and took him as a god should know that their god is no more. Fear Allaah,
O people! Hold fast to your Deen and relyon your Rabb because the Deen of
Allaah has been established and the word of Allaah is complete. Allaah will assist
whoever assists the Deen of Allaah and it is Allaah Who will strengthen His Deen.
Indeed, the Book of Allaah that is amongst you is a light and a source of healing.
It is through this Book that Allaah had guided Muhammad #&# and it contains
the details of the things that Allaah has made Halaal and what He has made
Haraam. By Allaah! We have no concern for any of Allaah's creation that wishes
to attack us because the swords of Allaah are drawn and we shall never put them
down. We shall continue fighting those who oppose us just as we did with
Rasulullaah 58"

The Statement of Hadhrat Aa'isha E&d2 when a

Woman Passed Away while in Sajdah

Hadhrat Algamah narrates from his mother that a woman once entered the room

(1) Bukhaari in his Taareekh, Uthmaan Daarmi in his Radd alal Jahamiyyah and Isfahaani in his
Hujjah, reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Ibn Katheer and quoted in kanzu/
Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.51).

(2) In the chapter entitied "The Standpoint of the Sahabah #&&#38 Concerning the Khilaafah after the
demise of Rasulullaah &&" and under the subheading "The Sahabah #8&#% Unanimously Accept
Hadhrat Abu Bakr &84 as Khalifah."
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of Hadhrat Aa'isha B8 (to visit the tomb of Rasulullaah #58%£). She was
perfectly healthy when she started performing salaah near the grave of
Rasulullaah #3% but she passed away without lifting her head from Sajdah. To
this, Hadhrat Aa'isha GE&®% said, "All praise to Allaah who gives life and death!
There is certainly a lesson in this for me with regard to the death of (my brother)
Abdur Rahmaan bin Abu Bakr $&#%." Abdur Rahmaan bin Abu Bakr &% had
been sleeping one afternoon in the place where he always slépt and when some
people went to wake him up, they found that he had passed away. This caused
Hadhrat Aa'isha B&&{#% to doubt whether something foul had been done or
whether the people had been too hasty (to declare him dead) and had buried him
alive. Hadhrat Aa'isha @& therefore took a lesson from (the sudden death of)
this woman and the doubts she had (surrounding the death of her brother)
vanished from her heart. ()

Imaan (Belief) in the Angels

The Statement of Hadhrat Ali €15@% Concerning
the Turbulence of the Water and Wind when the
Nation of Hadhrat Nooh S and the Nation of

Aad were Destroyed
Hadhrat Ali ¥&@®% once said, "Every drop of water passes through a measure in
the hand of an angel (referred to as the Khazzaan whom Allaah has appointed to
the task). However, on the day of Nooh #E (when his nation was punished),
Allaah commanded the water directly without commanding the Khazzaan. The
water therefore went out of the Khazzaan's control and burst forth. It is for this
reason that Allaah says:

(W g bl 5y go0) Q{Eﬁ\ a;L W b@
When the waters burst out of control... {Surah Haaqa, verse 11}
Similarly, Every gust of wind passes through a measure in the hand of an angel
(whom Allaah has appointed to the task). However, on the day of Aad (when they
were pur}ished), Allaah commanded the wind directly without commanding the
" Khazzaan. The wind therefore went out of his control. Allaah refers to this when
He says:

(1 il 5 q ;Lgl.cro}a é{}
A freezing wind that was out of (the Khazzaan's) control... {Surah Haaqa,
verse 6}(2)

Hadhrat Salmaan 855 says at the Time of his
Death, "I have a few Visitors who have entered"

Hadhrat Buqayrah B8&s who was the wife of Hadhrat Saimaan &J&E% says,

(1) Haakim (Vol.3 Pg.476).
{2) 1bn Jareer, as quoted in Kanzu! Ummaal (Vol.1 Pg.273).
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"When Salmaan ¥)&#% was on his deathbed, he called for me to his upper story
room that had four doors. He said, 'O Bugayrah! Open all the doors because 1
shall have a few visitors today and I know not from which of these doors they
will enter. He then asked for some musk and said, 'Dilute it in small container.'
When [ did this, he said, 'Sprinkle it all around my bed and then go and wait
downstairs. When you come to look soon, you shall see something on my bed.' (I
did as he bid and) When I came to see, 1 saw him lying on his bed with his soul
having already departed. He appeared as if he was sleeping." 1

Hadhrat Sha'bi reports that when Hadhrat Salmaan &% was on his deathbed,
he called for his wife and said, "Bring me the bag I asked you to keep away."
When she brought the bag of musk, he asked for a cup of water. He then put
some musk into the water and dissolved it by hand. Thereafter, he said, "Sprinkle
this around me because such creations of Allaah (angels) are coming to me
who can smell fragrances but do not eat food. You may then lock the doors
behind you and go downstairs." His wife did as he bade and sat for only a short
while when she heard a faint sound. When she went upstairs, Hadhrat Salmaan
@S5 had already passed away.

A brief narration from Hadhrat Ataa bin Saa'ib states that Hadhrat Salmaan
BISs5 said, "Because tonight some angels will be coming to me who can smell
fragrances but do not eat food." 2

Some more narrations will soon be quoted in the chapter discussing Allaah's
unseen help in the form of assistance from the angels.

Imaan (Belief) in Predestination

Rasulullaah #885's Words to Hadhrat Aa'isha

E8GWws at the Funeral of a Child from the Ansaar
Hadhrat Aa'isha @&@% reports that when Rasulullaah #3%# was called to the
funeral of a child from the\Ansaar, she remarked, "O Rasulullaah #8851 Glad
tiding for him! a sparrow fromamongst the sparrows of Jannah! Neither did he
do any evil, nor did he reach the age to doany." Rasulullaah #38% said, "It-is not
like that, O Aa'isha! Verily Allaah has created Jannah and created some people
whom He has destined shall be its inhabitants even while they are in the backs of
their fathers. Similarly, Allaah has created Jahannam and created some people
whom He has destined shall be its inhabitants even while they are in the backs of
their fathers." 3

Hadhrat Ubaadah bin Saamit &J&@% enjoins his
Son to believe in the Predestination of
) Good and Evil

Hadhrat Waleed bin Ubaadah narrates, "I once went to see (my father) Ubaadah

(1) Tbn Sa'd (Vol.4 Pg.92).
(2) tbn sa'd (Vol.4 Pg.92), ’
(3) Muslim, as quoted in the 7afseerof Ibn Katheer (Vol.2 Pg.268).
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bin Saamit )&% when he was so ill that I anticipated he would soon pass
away. 'Dear father,' I said, 'Do take the pains of advising me.' 'Help me to sit,' he
said. When we helped him to sit, he said, 'Dear son! You shall never taste Imaan
and shall never reach the true reality of knowledge about Allaah until you believe
in the predestination of all good and evil.' 'Dear father! I asked, 'How am 1 to
know what predestination is good and what is evil?' He replied, 'You should
know that whatever (fortune or ill-fortune) passes you by was never intended to
strike you and whatever strikes you was never intended to pass you by. Dear son!
I have heard Rasulullaah %% say that the first thing that Allaah crated was
the pen. He then instructed it to start writing and from that time onwards, it
started writing everything that is to happen until the Day of Qiyaamah. Dear
son! Should you die without subscribing to this belief, you shall be entering
Jahannam." (1)

A Sahabi %52 Weeps on his Deathbed because He
knew Not What Allaah had Destined for him

Hadhrat Abu Nadhrah narrates that a companion of Rasulullaah 42 known as
Abu Abdullaah &J&@% was weeping when his companions came to visit him.
"Why are you weeping?" they asked, "Did Rasulullaah $2#8% not say to you, 'Trim
your moustache and then remain like this until you meet me' (you will therefore
be in the company of Rasulullaah #&# in the Aakhirah)." "Rasulullaah §#% did
“say this," he confirmed, "however, 1 have also heard Rasulullaah $2%£ say, 'allaah
grabbed a handful (of souls) with his right hand and said, 'These are for that
(Jannah) and I care not any more.' Allaah grabbed another handful (of souls) with
his other hand and said, 'These are for that (Jaha'nnam) and I care not any more.'
(I am weeping because) I know not in which handful 1 was." )

Hadhrat Muaa'dh &E®% Weeps on his Deathbed
because He knew Not What Allaah had

Destined for him
When death came to Hadhrat Muaa'dh bin Jabal #8155, he started weeping.
"What makes you weep?" someone asked. Hadhrat Muaa'dh &J&W% replied, "By
Allaah! It is neither fear for death nor an unsettled debt that makes me weep.
However, I heard Rasulullaah %8 say, 'There were only two handfuls (of souls
that Allaah took). While one handful will go to Jahannam, the other will go to
Jannah.' (I am weeping because) I know not in which handful I shall be." &)

‘What Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas &&®% said
about People who Contested Belief in

Predestination

Hadhrat Muhammad bin Ubayd Makki reports that someone once said to

(1) Ahmad and Tirmidhi, as quoted in the Tafseerof Ibn Katheer (Vol.4 Pg.278).
(2) Ahmad, reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami (Vol.7 Pg.186).
(3) Tabraani. Haythami (Vol.7 Pg.187) has commented on the chain of narrators.
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Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas ¥&i%%, "A man who denies predestination has
come to us." Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas &% had gone blind by then, so
he told the people to lead him to the person. "What will you do with the man?"
the people asked. He replied, "I swear by the Being Who controls my life that if 1
get my hands on him, I will bite his nose until I sever it from his face and should
his neck fall in my hands, 1 shall break it. This is because I heard Rasulullaah
$E say, 'It is as if I can actually see the Mushrik women of the Banu Fihr
shaking their buttocks as they circle the Khazraj. This (denying predestination)
is the first Shirk to take place amongst this Ummah. I swear by the Being Who
controls my life that this evil belief will lead them to deny that Allaah
predestines good just as they will deny that He predestines evil." (!

Hadhrat Ataa bin Abu Rabaah relates, "I came to Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas
@S5 at a time when he was drawing water from the Zamzam well and the
bottom of his clothing had already become wet. 'People have started objecting to
predestination,' I said. 'Are they really doing that?' he asked. When I confirmed
that they were indeed, he said, 'By Allaah! It was with reference to them alone
that the verse was revealed:
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(It will be said to them) "Taste the touch of the Blaze!" We have
certainly created everything by (finely calculated) measure (so that
everything meets the requirements for its task and so that everything
happens when it is destined to happen). {Surah Qamar, verses 48,49}
Such people are the worst of this Ummah! You should neither visit their ill nor
perform the Janaazah salaah for their dead. If I should ever see any of them, I
shall pierce his eye with these very fingers of mine." %)
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas %}&##5 once said, "I wish that there was a person
who denied predestination with me so that I could trample his head." "Why
would you do that?" someone asked. He replied, "Because Allaah has created the
Lowhul Mahfoodh from a pearl. Its two covers are made of rubies, its pen and
wiring are of celestial light and its width spans the distance between the heavens
and the earth. Every day Allaah glances at it three hundred and sixty times and
with every glance He creates, gives life, gives death, gives honour, gives disgrace
and does as He pleases.” %

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar &)&@% severs
Relations with a Friend who Objected to

Predestination
Hadhrat Naafi reports that Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar &% had a friend in
Shaam with whom he corresponded regularly. Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar
E)%5wsH wrote to him one day saying, "The news has reached me that you have

(1) Ahmad.
(2) Ibn Abi Haatim, as quoted in the TafSeer of Ibn Katheer (Vol.4 Pg.267).
(3) Abu Nu'aym in his Hilya (Vol.1 Pg.267).
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raised some objections to the belief in predestination. 1 warn you never to write
to me again because I have heard Rasulullaah §3%% say, 'There shall be people in
my Ummah who will deny predestination."(!)

The Statement of Hadhrat Ali ¥J&E®% concerning
predestination and Those who Object to it

Hadhrat Nazzaal bin Sabrah narrates that someone once said to Hadhrat Ali

N85, "O Ameerul Mu'mineen! There are people here who believe that Allaah
does not know about something until it actually takes place." "Their mothers

ought to have lost them!" Hadhrat Ali &% exclaimed, "From where did they
deduce this?" The person replied, "It is their interpretation of the verse:
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We shall certainly test you (Mus/ims) until We come to know those of
you who (sincerely} strive (to uplift Allaah’s Deen) and those who are
steadfast and until We examine your condition. {Surah Muhammad &2,
verse 31} .
Hadhrat Ali $@@% said, "Those without knowledge are destroyed." He then
mounted the pulpit, duly praised Allaah and said, "O people! Acquire knowledge,
practise it and teach it. Whoever finds it difficult to understand any part of the
Qur'aan should ask me. The news has reached me that some people believe that
Allaah does not know about something until it actually takes place. They says
this because of the (misunderstanding they have about the) verse:
[ Y Ly b .0, 00,
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We shall certainly test you (Muslims) until We come to know those of
you who (sincerely) strive (to uplift Allaah's Deen). {Surah Muhammad
ERE, verse 31} .

‘The words "until we come to know" mean "until we see whether those upon
whom striving (for Deen) and steadfastness have been enjoined actually strive
and actually remain steadfast through the hardships that have been destined for
them".(2)

In the chapter discussing Tawakkul‘®), the narration has passed in which Hadhrat
Ali ¥\6@% said, "Nothing happens on earth until it is decided in the heavens.
There are two angels assigned to every person who protect and guard him.
However, when a predestined matter arrives, they leave him to it. I therefore have
a fortified shield from Allaah which will leave me only when death arrives. No
person can taste the sweetness of Imaan until he is convinced that whatever
{difficulty) afflicts him would never have passed him by and whatever (good)

(1) Ahmad and Abu Dawood, as quoted in the Zafseerof Ibn Katheer (Vol 4 Pg.268).

(2) 1bn Abdul Birr in his Ilm, as quoted in Kanzu/ Ummaal (Vol.1 Pg.265).

(3) Under the heading "The Tawakkul of the Sahabah #8&i%" and the subheading "The Tawakkul of
Ameerul Mu'mineen Hadhrat Ali 1805, ’
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passes him by would never have come to him in the first place.”

The Couplets Hadhrat Umar “J&@2 would Recite

on the pulpit Concerning predestination
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood 4&J&i#% reports that very often when delivering a
sermon on the pulpit, Hadhrat Umar &&i#% would recite the following couplets
(which mean):
"Go easy on yourself because the destinies of all matters are in Allaah’s hand
Those that He has thwarted can never come o you just as those that He has
commanded can never be thwarted"!)

Imaan (Belief) in the Signs of Qivaamah

The Words of Rasulullaah ¢£% When Allaah

Revealed the verse "When the trumpet is blown"
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas &}&@% narrates that when the verse:

h cipunye) § Q) JYcH? 55 136D
When the trumpet is blown (to signai the arrival of Qiyaamah)... {Surah
Muddathir, verse 8} A
was revealed, Rasulullaah §3% said, "How can I live in luxury when the blower of
the horn already has the horn in his mouth and is waiting with his forehead
bowed for the command to blow." The Sahabah #&&E@% then asked, "What du'aa
should we make?" Rasulullaah 88 then told them to recite:
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"Allaah is Sufficient for us and He is the Best of Guardians. In Allaah do
we trust." @)
Another narration states that when the Sahabah #&&W% heard this from
Rasulullaah $88, they were troubled and asked, "O Rasulullaah $#8£1 what
should we do." Rasulullaah &8 then told them to recite:

u&g}j‘ ;;.33 ;C'U‘ r.’t > :’ »

"Allaah is Sufficient for us and He is the Best of Guardians." 3

The Fear of Hadhrat Sauda Yamaaniyyah G&&ss
for the Appearance of Dajjaal

The narration has already passed in the chapter discussing the relationships of
women® in which Hadhrat Hafsah B8 said to Hadhrat Sauda Yamaaniyyah
G8wss, "The one-eyed (Dajjaal) has appeared!" "Really’?" Hadhrat Sauda GENE@ws
(1) Bayhagi in his Asmaa was Sifaat (Pg.243).

(2) Tbn Abi Shaybah, Tabraani and Ibn Mardway, as quoted in Kanzu/ Ummaal (vol.7 Pg.270).

(3) Baawardi, as quoted in Kanzul/ Ummaal (Vol.7 Pg.270).

(4) Under the heading "Relationships between Men, Women and Children" and the subheading "The

Relationship Between Hadhrat Aa'isha B&&@# and Hadhrat Hafsah @8 with Hadhrat Sauda
Yamaaniyyah GEGHE .
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cried out. She was extremely shocked and started to shiver. "Where shall I hide?"
she asked. "You will have to go to the tent," Hadhrat Hafsah B8&&ss told her. The
tent was made of palm leaves and was a hiding place for the people. It was
however filled with dirt and spider webs. Hadhrat Sauda G&8&@% went to hide
there as Rasulullaah 8% arrived. Seeing the two women laughing so much that
they were unable to talk, Rasulullaah ##8 asked, "What is all the laughter
about?" Rasulullaah $## had to repeat the question thrice before they pointed
towards the tent. Rasulullaah %825 went to the tent where he found Hadhrat
Sauda B8GWE shivering (with fear). "What is the matter, O Sauda?" Rasulullaah
#3285 asked. "O Rasulullaah $#E™" she said, "The one-eyed one has appeared."
"He has not appeared," Rasulullaah #3885 clarified, "but he is still to appear. He
has not appeared but is still to appear.” Rasulullaah #388 then helped her out and
dusted the dirt and spider webs off her.

The Statements of Hadhrat Abu Bakr £)E@s and
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas “)&Eis

Concerning Dajjaal
Hadhrat Sa'eed bin Musayyib narrates that Hadhrat Abu Bakr &}&@s% once asked,
"Is there a place in Iraq called Khurasaan?" When he was informed that there
was, he said, "Verily Dajjaal will emerge from there." (I
Hadhrat Abu Bakr Siddeeq 5% stated that Dajjaal would be from the Jews of
a place called Marw. )
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abu Mulaykah %&#%% narrates, "When I went to Hadhrat
Abdullaah bin Abbaas %% early one morning, he said, 'I have not had a wink
of sleep all night." 'Why is that?' I asked. He replied, 'The tailed star has appeared
and I now fear that the smoke shall appear (which is a sign of Qiyaamah). It is for
this reason that 1 have not slept all night."'(3) Another similar narration states
that Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas &i&% said, "I now fear that Dajjaal shall
appear." 4

Imaan (Belief) in What is to Happen in
the Grave and the Existence of Barzakh

The Words of Hadhrat Abu Bakr Siddeeq &}\&5@% on
his Deathbed

Hadhrat Ubaadah bin Nasi reports that when death came to Hadhrat Abu Bakr
@55, he said to (his daughter) Hadhrat Aa'isha G8E@s%, "Wash these two
garments of mine and bury me in them because (in the grave) your father shall be
one of two types of men; either one who will be dressed in the best of clothing

(1) Ibn Abi Shaybah. .

(2) Nu'aym bin Hammaad, as quoted in Kanzu/ Ummaal (Vol.7 Pg.263).

(3) 1bn Jareer, as quoted in the 7afseerof Ibn Katheer (Vol.4 Pg.139).

(4) Haakim (Vol.4 Pg.459), reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Dhahabi.

5 R
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or one whose garments will be most brutally torn off." )

Hadhrat Aa'isha B8&Ws% reports that when Hadhrat Abu Bakr @&)&iss was about to
pass away, she recited a couplet (which means):

"By your life! An abundance of wealth are useless to a youth

when his breath heaves one day and his chest tightens (as he dies)”

SLW L Iy e e

"Do not say that, dear daughter," Hadhrat Abu Bakr €& said, "Rather say:
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The pangs (agony) of death will bring the truth (of Imaan to every
person). (It will then be said to the dying person,) 'This (death)is what
you used to avoid (However, now you have no option).' {Surah Qaaf,
verse 19}
He then continued, "Take these two garments of mine, wash them and bury me in
them. The living need new clothing more than the dead because the clothing of
the dead are intended to be destroyed." )
Hadhrat Aa'isha BE/&i narrates that when Hadhrat Abu Bakr )&% became
extremely ill, she started weeping and when he fell unconscious, she recited a
couplet (which means):
"When tears are forever veiled
They must burst forth (at some time)"
Hadhrat Abu Bakr &I&#s% then regained consciousness and said, "Do not say
that, dear daughter. Rather say:
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The pangs (agony) of death will bring the truth (of Imaan to every

person). (It will then be said to the dying person,) 'This (death) is what

you used to avoid (However, now you have no option).! {Surah Qaaf,

verse 19}
He then asked, "On what day did Rasulullaah &2 pass away?" "On a Monday,"
Hadhrat Aa'isha @8&@% replied. "And what is today?" he asked further. When she
informed him that it was a Monday, he said, "I hope in Allaah (that he will take
my soul) between now and tonight." He then passed away on Monday night (the
night between Monday and Tuesday). ’
Thereafter, Hadhrat Abu Bakr &&@i%% asked, "In how many sheets was
Rasulullaah %88 shrouded." Hadhrat Aa'isha G&&@ss replied, "We shrouded him
in three new white sheets made in Sahoo/ that neither included a Qamees nor a
turban." He then said, "Wash this cloth of mine that has traces of Saffron and
add two new sheets with it (to complete a shroud of three)." "But it is old,"
Hadhrat Aa'isha G8&E@% noted. Hadhrat Abu Bakr &&@% however said, "The
living need new clothing more than the dead because the clothing of the dead are
intended to be destroyed." () Another narration states that he said, "...because it

(1) Ahmad in his Zuhd, as quoted in Muntakhab Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.563).

(2) Ahmad, Ibn Sa'd and Daghooli.

(3) Abu Ya'la, Abu Nu'aym, Daghooli and Bayhaqi, as quoted in Muntakhab Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.4
Pg.362).
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(the clothing of the dead) will only be given over to body fluids and decay." ()

The Words of Hadhrat Umar &E%% on

his Deathbed

Hadhrat Yahya bin Abu Raashid Nasri narrates that when death approached
Hadhrat Umar bin Khattaab &8&#58, he said to his son, "Dear son! When death is
approaching (when I am in the throes of death), turn me (on my right side), place
your knees against my back, your right hand on my forehead and your left hand
beneath my chin. Then when I pass away, close my eyes and shroud me in a
shroud of average quality because if there is good in store for me with Allaah, He
will exchange it for something much better. However, if things are otherwise, He
will quickly remove it. You should also give me an average grave because if there
is good in store for me with Allaah, He will extend it for me as far as the eyes can
see. However, if things are otherwise, He will narrow it so much that my ribs will
interlock. Do not take any women along with you (for my funeral) and do not
expound any virtues that were never mine because Allaah knows me best. When
you are carrying me (to the grave) then watk swiftly because if there is good in
store for me with Allaah, you are taking me to something much better. However,
if things are otherwise, then you will need to quickly throw off your shoulders a
most terrible thing that you are carrying." )

In the chapter discussing the fear that the Khulafaa had for Allaah, the
narration® has already passed in which Hadhrat Umar &% said when he was
about to die, "I swear by the Being besides Whom there is none worthy of
worship that if 1 owned the world and all its contents, 1 would have offered it as
ransom to be saved from the frightening scene that lies ahead of me."

The narration has also passed there® in which Hadhrat Umar £J&%5 instructed
his son Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar &% to place his head on the ground.
When Hadhrat Abdullaah %}&#% moved his head from his lap to the ground,
Hadhrat Umar %% said, "My mother and [ are destroyed if my Rabb does not
have mercy on me!"

The Weeping of Hadhrat Uthmaan $&&E@s5
whenever he Stood by a Grave
In the chapter discussing the weeping of the Sahabah #&&i%%, the narration of
Hadhrat Haani has already passed stating that whenever Hadhrat Uthmaan
I stopped at a graveyard, he would weep so much that his beard would get
wetl. Someone once asked him, "You do not weep when you think of Jannah and
Jahannam but weep when you think of the grave?" He replied, "I have heard

(1) Ibn Sa'd (Vol.3 Pg.197).

(2) 1bn Sa'd (Vol.3 Pg.58). Ibn Abi Dunya has reported a similar narration in his Quboor, as quoted in
Muntakhab Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.427).

(3) Under the subheading "The Narration of Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas $J&i{% Concerning the
Fear Hadhrat Umar 435i@% had for Allaah",

(4) Under the subheading "The Narration of Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar &% and Hadhrat Miswar
Concerning the Fear Hadhrat Umar &4 had for Allaah."




g

THE LIVES OF THE SAHABAH KRGS (vol-3) 77
Rasulullaah 38 say, 'The grave is the first stage from amongst the many stages
of the Aakhirah. If one is successful there, the later stages are easier. However, if
one is unsuccessful there, the later stages will be extremely difficult." Hadhrat
Uthmaan 435453 also added, "I have also heard Rasulullaah $38 say that he had
never seen a sight more frightening than that of the grave."

The Words of Hadhrat Hudhayfah 5@ on
his Deathbed

Hadhrat Khaalid bin Rabee narrates that when his tribe and the Ansaar heard that
Hadhrat Hudhayfah 4455 was gravely ill, they went to him sometime during the
middle of the night or at dawn. "What time is it?" he asked them. When they
informed himthatitwassometimeduringthemiddle of the night or dawn, he remarked,
"I seek Allaah's protection from the morning of Jahannam." He then asked, "Have
you brought something to enshroud me with?" When they told him that they had,
he said, "Do not use an expensive shroud because if there is good in store for me
by Allaah, it will be exchanged for something much better. However, if things
are otherwise, it will be quickly removed." M :

Hadhrat Sila bin Zufar narrates, "Hudhayfah %}&@% sent Abu Mas'ood “EN&Gip%
and me to purchase a burial shroud for him, we bought a striped and decorated
sheet for him for three hundred Dirhams. 'Show me what you have bought for
me,' Hudhayfah &G asked. When we showed it to him, he remarked, 'This
shroud is not for me. All I need are two plain white sheets without a Qamees
because it will be only a short while before it is exchanged for something either
much better or worse.' We then proceeded to purchase two plain white sheets for
him." )

Another narration states that Hadhrat Hudhayfah %% said to them, "What will
you do with that? If your companion (myself) is a righteous person, Allaah will
exchange it for something else (much better) and if your companion is otherwise,
it will be thrown from one end of the grave to the other until the Day of
Qiyaamah." (3) vet another narration states that he said, "...and if your
companion is otherwise, Allaah will smite his face with it on Day of Qiyaamah."(4)

The Words of Hadhrat Abu Moosa &5 at the
Approach of Death

Hadhrat Dahhaak bin Abdur Rahmaan reports that when death drew close to

Iz

Hadhrat Abu Moosa Ash'ari #)5@%, he called his attendants and instructed them,
"Go and dig me a wide and deep grave." They complied and returned saying, "We
have dug your grave wide and deep." Hadhrat Abu Moosa $&\&@% then said, "By
Allaah! The grave is one of two places. It may either be broadened so much that

(1) Bukhaari in his Adab (Pg.72). Abu Nu'aym has also reported the narration in his Hilya (Vol.1
Pg.282) from Hadhrat Abu Waa'il. In his Mustadrak (Vol.3 Pg.380), Haakim has also reported a
similar narration in brief from Hadhrat Abu Mas'ood Ansaari 54055

(2) Abu Nu'aym in his Hilya (Vol.1 Pg.282).

(3) Abu Nu'aym in his Hilya (Vol.1 Pg.282).

(4) Haakim (Vol.3 Pg.380).
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each corner is forty arm's length wide. Then a door to Jannah will be opened for
me so that I can look at my wives and my palaces and every other token of
hospitality that Allaah has prepared for me. I will then know my way to that
home better than I know my home (in this world) today. Thereafter the breeze
and comforts of Jannah shall reach me until the Day of Qiyaamah. However, if
things are otherwise - may Allaah protect us from it - my grave shall narrow
around me until it is narrower than the end of a spear where it meets the head.
Then a door to Jahannam will be opened for me from which I can look at my
chains, yokes and fellow inmates. I will then know my way to that home better
than [ know my home (in this world) today. Thereafter the smoke and fire of
Jahannham shall reach me until the day I am resurrected."

Hadhrat Usayd bin Hudhayr &E@% Longs to be in
One of three Conditions

Hadhrat Aa'isha G8E@% narrates that Hadhrat Usayd bin Hudhayr ¥E¥% was
amongst the best of people. He would always say, "I have no doubts about being
amongst the inhabitants of Jannah if I could remain in one of three conditions.
{Firstly) The condition when I am reciting Qur'aan or listening to it being recited,
(secondly) the condition when I am listening to Rasulullaah §38%'s sermon and
(thirdly) the condition when I am present at a funeral. At every funeral 1 have
been, 1 have thought about nothing other than what will become of the deceased
or where it is heading." (1)

Imaan (Belief) in the Aakhirah

Rasulullaah #£8's Description of Jannah

Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah )&% narrates that the Sahabah #&Ei% once said, "O
Rasulullaah #2851 Whenever we see you, out hearts are softened and we think
only of the Aakhirah. However, when we separate from you, the world appeals to
us and we start smelling (enjoying) our wives and children." Rasulullaah 255
consoled them saying, "Should you remain at all times in the state you are when
with me, the angels will actually shake your hands with theirs and visit you in
your homes (this is however impossible). If you do not sin, Allaah will replace
you with a nation that does sin merely so that He may forgive them (when they
repent because He loves to forgive)."

The Sahabah #J&#s% then asked further, "O Rasulullaah #&&! Tell us about
Jannah and its buildings." Rasulullaah &% described, "One brick (of the
buildings) will be gold and the next silver with cement made of fragrant musk.
The pebbles will be pearls and rubies while the grass will be saffron. Whoever
enters Jannah shall only enjoy luxuries and never experience any difficulty. He
will live forever without ever dying. Neither will his clothing fade nor will his
youth ever wane. There are three persons whose du'aas are never rejected; the
just ruler, the fasting person until he terminates his fast and oppressed person.
(1) Abu Nu'aym, Bayhagi and Ibn Asaakir, as quoted in Muntakhab Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.5 Pg.138).




THE LIVES OF THE SAHABAH #&&@5% (vol-3) 79
Their du'aa is lifted above the clouds where the doors of the heavens are opened
for it and Allaah says, 'l swear by My honour that I shall definitely assist you even
though it may be after some time." (1

The Incident of Hadhrat Faatima G&&@2 when she
Went to her Father %28 for something of benefit in
this World and Returned with Something of
Benefit in the Aakhirah

Hadhrat Suwayd bin Ghafalah )&% narrates that when Hadhrat Ali &% was
suffering extreme hunger one day, he suggested to (his wife) Hadhrat Faatima
B85S to approach (her father) Rasulullaah $8# for some food. When she went
to Rasulullaah #8%, Hadhrat Ummu Ayman G&&E@% happened to be there.
Hearing Hadhrat Faatima G&&@% knocked on the door, Rasulullaah €8 said,
"That is the knock of Faatima. She has come at a time that we are not
accustomed to having her come to us." "O Rasulullaah #51" Hadhrat Faatima
B8EwS said, "The food of the angelsis torecite Laa flaaha lllallaah, Subhaanallaah’
and Al Hamdu Lillaah’ What is our food?" Rasulullaah &84 replied, "I swear by
the Being Who has sent me with the truth! For the last thirty days, no fire (to
cook) has been lit in the house of the family of Muhammad #2%£. However, a few
goats have come to us. If you please, I shall have five given to you. Alternatively,
if you so please, I shall teach you five words (of supplication) that Jibra'eel SEE
has taught me." Hadhrat Faatima G&8&®% immediately said, "Do rather teach me
the five words that Jibra'eel St has taught you." Rasulullaah %88£ then told her

to say the following words:

P .
,,,i” .y PP PPN f’i

25316 LA 230 it a5 1565 G3ys ¥ 3 G als

Hadhrat Faatima G&8&i#s then left and when she came back to Hadhrat Ali
&G, he asked, "What happened?" She replied, "While I left you to get
something of benefit in this world, I returned with something of benefit in the
Aakhirah." "This is the best of all your days," Hadhrat Ali @& remarked. 2)

The Statement of Hadhrat Abu Moosa Ash'ari
EJEWss Concerning the Reason for People being
Oblivious of the Aakhirah
Hadhrat Anas bin Maalik %&&®% reports that they were on a journey with
Hadhrat Abu Moosa Ash'ari &85 when he heard people talking and having
eloquent discussions. "O Anas," he said, "what benefit is there for me in that.

Come, let us engage in the Dhikr of our Rabb because it seems like those people
can even skin a person with their tongues." He then asked, "O Anas! What has

gn
“h

(1) Ahmad, as quoted in the 7afseer of Ibn Katheer (Vol.4 Pg.49).
(2) Abu Sheikh, as quoted in Kanzu/ Ummaal (Vol.1 Pg.302).
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made the people delay in matters of the Aakhirah and what has made them

oblivious of it?" "Their desires and Shaytaan," Hadhrat Anas %J&:% replied. "No,
by Allaah!" Hadhrat Abu Moosa &% said, "It is because the world is before
them and the Aakhirah is still to come. Had they witnessed the Aakhirah, they

would never turn away from it and never incline towards the world." (1

Imaan (Belief) in What is to Happenon
the Day of Qivaamah

Rasulullaah 2£4%'s Desire for his Ummah to
Comprise of Half the people of Jannah

o

Hadhrat Imraan bin Husayn &J&@% narrates that Rasulullaah §88% was on a
journey when the verse was revealed:
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O people! Fear (the punishment of) your Rabb (by obcymg His
commands). The earthquake of (the Day of) Qiyaamabh is a tremendous
thing indeed. When you will witness the day (of Qiyaamah), (you will
see that people will be so frightened and worried that) every nursing
mother will forget her suckling infant and every pregnant woman will
abort (her unborn child). You will also see people in a drunken stupor
although they will not be drunk, but (they wili be in this condition
because they will realise that) Allaah's punishment is severe (Worried
that they should not have to face His punishment, people will be
oblivious of everything else). {Surah Hajj, verses 1,2}
Rasulullaah %58 then asked the Sahabah #&J&@%, "Do you know what day is
that?" "Allaah and His Rasool %8 know best," the Sahabah #&&iss submitted.
Rasulullaah $38£ then explained, "That will be the day when Allaah shall say to
Aadam &3LE, 'Dispatch the people of Jahannam.' 'O my Rabb!' Aadam S
say, 'Who are those to be dispatched to Jahannam?' Allaah will reply, '(From every
thousand) Nine hundred and ninety nine shall go to Jahannam and one will go to
Jannah."
This made the Sahabah #J&#% weep. Rasulullaah %% then said to them,
"Adopt moderation and continue treading the straight path. Remember that
before the coming of every Nabi is a period of ignorance. The quota (for
Jahannam) will first be completed from these people. Otherwise (if they are not
sufficient), it will be completed from the Munaafigeen. Your example and that of
other nations like a little lump on the foreleg of an animal or like a mole on the
side of a camel. 1 however have great hope that you people (members of my

(1) Abu Nu'aym in his AJlya (Vol.1 Pg.259).
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Ummah) will comprise a quarter of the people of Jannah." "Allaahu Akbar! the
Sahabah #&@5% exclaimed. Rasulullaah %88 then added, "In fact, 1 have great
hope that you people will comprise a third of the people of Jannah." Again the
Sahabah #&EWs exclaimed, "Allaahu Akbar!" Thereafter, Rasulullaah 2828 said, 'I
also have great hope that you people will comprise half the people of Jannah."
This time again the Sahabah @& cried out, "Allaahu Akbar! The narrator says
that he is not sure whether or not Rasulullaah %4 later said that he had hopes
of them being as much as two-thirds of the people of Jannah. (!

A narration from Hadhrat Abu Sa'eed Khudri #&@% also discussing the
explanation of the above verse states that Nabi %88 said, "On the Day of
Qiyaamah, Allaah will call for Aadam $#Lé. He will respond by saying, 'At your
.service, our Rabb! It is an honour to serve You.' A voice will then tell him, 'Allaah
commands you remove from your progeny those to be dispatched to Jahannam.'
'O my Rabb! Aadam L will say, 'Who are those to be dispatched to
Jahannam?' Allaah will reply, '(From every thousand) Nine hundred and ninety
nine shall go to Jahannam (and one will go to Jannah)." It is on this occasion that
expectant mothers will abort their foetuses and youngsters will turn white.
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You will also see people in-a drunken stupor although they will not be

drunk, but (they will be in this condition because they will realise that)

Allaah's punishment is severe." {Surah Hajj, verse 2}
This had a great impact on the Sahabah #J&@% and their faces actually turned
pale. Rasulullaah %388 then said, "(From every thousand) Nine hundred and
ninety nine will be from the Ya'jooj Ma'jooj and only one shall be from amongst
you. Compared to the rest of people, you resemble only a single black hair on the
side of a white bull or only a single white hair on the side of a black bull. I have
great hope that you people (members of my Ummah) will comprise a quarter of
the people of Jannah." The Sahabah #8G@% exclaimed, "Allaahu Akbar!".
Rasulullaah 2385 then added, "In fact, (I have great hope that you people will
comprise) a third of the people of Jannah." Again the Sahabah @G5 exclaimed,
"Allaahu Akbar!" Thereafter, Rasulullaah $34£ said, "(I also have great hope that
you people will comprise) Half the people of Jannah." This time again the
Sahabah #&E®5 cried out; "Allaahu Akbar!" )
Another narration states that what Rasulullaah 488 said (about nine hundred
and ninety nine going to Jahannam), the impact was heavy on the Sahabah
fENE@ss and they became very grieved and worried. )

Hadhrat Zubayr 45@% Asks Rasulullaah 1885

about Certain Conditions in the Aakhirah
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Zubayr &&@% reports that when the verse:

(1) Tirmidhi, Ahmad and Ibn Abi Haatim.
(2) Bukhaari, Muslim and Nasa'ee, as quoted in 7afseerof 1bn Katheer (Vol.3 Pg.204).
(3) Haakim (Vol.4 Pg.568).
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Then, on the Day of Qiyaamah, you will all bring cases (against each

other) in the presence of your Rabb. {Surah Zumar, verse 31}
was revealed, Hadhrat Zubayr &&@% asked, "O Rasulullaah #3285 will cases be
repeatedly brought against us?” When Rasulullaah £ replied in the affirmative,
Hadhrat Zubayr ¥&#% remarked, "In that case, the matter will be a serious one
indeed." (1)
Another narration adds that when the verse:
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Thereafter, on that day (of Qiyaamah) you w1ll deﬁmtely be questioned
about the bounties. {Surah Takaathur, verse 8}

- was revealed, Hadhrat Zubayr )&@% also asked, "O Rasulullaah £31 What
types of bounties will we questioned about when all that we have are the two
black things, dates and water?" ?)

Yet another narration states that when the verse:
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Verily you (O Rasulullaah #38%%) will soon pass away and they will also

pass away. Then, on the Day of Qiyaamah, you will all bring cases

(against each other) in the presence of your Rabb. {Surah Zumar, verse

30-31}
was revealed, Hadhrat Zubayr 41645 asked, "O Rasulullaah &85 Together with
having to account for specific sins, will cases be repeatedly brought against us
regarding the dealings we have between each other?" "Certainly," Rasulullaah
#58E replied, "cases will be brought repeatedly until everyone to whom a right is
due receives his right." "By Allaah!" Hadhrat Zubayr ¥J6##s% remarked, "In that
case, the matter will be a serious one indeed."

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Rawaaha £JE@2 Weeps at

the Thought of a Verse Concerning Jahannam
Hadhrat Qais bin Abu Haazim reports that Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Rawaaha
%)@ was once lying down in his wife's lap when he started to weep. His wife
then also started to weep. "What makes you weep?" he asked. "Seeing you weep

has made me weep as well," she replied. He then said, "I thought of the verse:
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Every one of you shall pass by it (evezyone shall pass over Jahannam as
they cross the bridge of Siraat that spans Jahannam). This is a decreed
(1) tbn Abi Haatim.
(2) Ahmad, Tirmidhi and Ibn Maajah.

(3) Ahmad and Tirmidhi, as quoted in the 7afseer of Ibn Katheer (Vol.4 Pg.52). Haakim (Vol.4 Pg.572)
has reported a similar narration from reliable sources.
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command of your Rabb. {Surah Maryam, verse 71}

(I am weeping because) 1 know not whether 1 shall be rescued from it or not." A

narra}i)on states that Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Rawaaha %)\&5i%% was ill at the

time.{

Hadhrat Ubaadah £)5@% Asks his Family and
Neighbours to Take Retribution from him When
Death Approached

Hadhrat Ubaadah bin Muhammad bin Ubaadah bin Saamit narrates that when
death approached Hadhrat Ubaadah bin Saamit %)&5@%, he requested that his
slaves, servants, neighbours and everyone associated with him should be
gathered. When they had all gathered, he said, "I expect that this will be my last
day in this world and my first night in the Aakhirah. I know not whether my
hands or tongue may have caused you any harm which - [ swear by the Being
Who controls my life - will be a cause for retribution to be taken from me on the
Da{y of Qiyaamah. It is with great emphasis that I stress to each one of you in
whose heart is something about this that he must take retribution from.me
before my soul departs.”

Because Hadhrat Ubaadah &&®% had never spoken ill even to his servants,
everyone said, "You were a father and a mentor to us (we therefore have no
grievance against you)." Hadhrat Ubaadah &% then asked, "Do you then
forgive anything of the sort that may have happened?” When they said that they
did, Hadhrat Ubaadah &% said, "O Allaah! Ydu be witness!" He then
continued, "Since there is nothing of the sort, then remember this parting advice
of mine. It is with great emphasis that I stress to each one of you not to weep for
me. When my soul departs, each of you should perform wuidhu properly, go to
the Masjid, perform salaah and then seek Allaah's forgiveness for Ubaadah and
his soul because Allaah says:
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Seek assistance with patience and salaah. {Surah Bagarah, verse 45 and
verse 153}
You should hasten with my corpse to the my grave without following me with
any fire and without placing a purple cloth beneath me." )

Hadhrat Umar &E@:4's Fear for Reckoning on the
Day of Qivaamah

In the chapter discussing cautiousness in spending, the narration has already
passed(3) in which Hadhrat Umar &6&@% asked Hadhrat Abdur Rahmaan bin Auf
E)5as foraloan of fourthousand Dirhams. Hadhrat Abdur Rahmaan bin Auf )&%
(1) Abdur Razzaaq, as quoted in the Tafseerof tbn Katheer (Vol.3 Pg.132). )

(2) Bayhagqi and Ibn Asaakir, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.7 Pg.79).

(3) Under the heading "Abstention from using Public Funds for Personal use and for Close Relatives
and the subheading "The Incident of Hadhrat Umar ¥&@% and Hadhrat Abdur Rahmaan bin Auf

SN
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sent a message back with the messenger that Hadhrat Umar &J&@% should take
the loan from the public treasury and pay it back later. When the message
reached him, Hadhrat Umar &&@5 felt it most difficult to do so. When Hadhrat
Umar &JE@% met Hadhrat Abdur Rahmaan bin Auf $JEW%, he asked him, "Are
you the one who said that I should take the money from the public treasury?
Should I die before the caravan returns, you would say, 'The Ameerul
Mu'mineen had taken the money. Let us waive it.’ I shall then be taken to task
for it on the Day of Qiyaamah."

The Weeping of Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah £i5#2 and

-

Hadhrat Mu'aawiya ¥&JE@% when they Heard a
Hadith about the Aakhirah

In the chapter discussing being influenced by the knowledge of Allaah and of
Rasulullaah %&£, the narration will Inshaa Allaah be narrated in which Hadhrat
Abu Hurayrah @@@% gave a heavy sigh and collapsed upon his face when he
mentioned the Hadith concerning Allaah's taking accountability from a man- with
knowledge about the Qur'aan, a wealthy person and a man martyred in the path
of Allaah.

It will also Inshaa Allaah be narrated that how Hadhrat Mu'aawiya $&3&#5% wept
so much when he heard this Hadith that the people thought he would die.

Imaan (Belief) in Intercession

Rasulullaah £8 says, "My Intercession shall be for
those members of my Ummah who

never commit Shirk"
Hadhrat Auf bin Maalik &% reports, "We were once with Rasulullaah $53E
when we set up camp towards the end of the night. Laying down our heads by
the foot of our carriages, we all went to sleep. I awoke sometime during the night
and was alarmed when I did not see Rasulullaah #3%% by his carriage. When 1
then started to search for Rasulullaah $82#£, 1 found Abu Moosa Ash'ari &3

and Mu'aadh bin Jabal &5 also alarmed by the same thing that alarmed me.
As we stood in that condition, we heard a sound from the top of the valley that
resembled the sound of a grindstone grinding. (When we headed in that
direction, we found Rasulullaah #88E and) We then informed him what our
concern was. Rasulullaah ##£ explained, 'An angel came to me from my Rabb
HSPE giving me a choice between intercession and having half my Ummah
admitted into Jannah. I chose intercession (because in this way there was
hope of even more being admitted into Jannah).'

‘O Nabi of Allaah #3887 I pleaded, 'l ask you in the name of Allaah and in
consideration of our relationship with you to include us amongst those you will
be interceding for.' 'You people shall certainly be amongst those 1 will be
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interceding for,' Rasulullaah %88 confirmed. We then accompanied Rasulullaah
#3%E back to the camp where we found all the others also alarmed by
Rasulullaah %88E's absence. Rasulullaah #3%£ then explained to them saying, 'An
angel came to me from my Rabb G&E giving me a choice between intercession
and having half my Ummah admitted into Jannah. I chose intercession.' 'O Nabi
of Allaah %8851 they pleaded, 'We ask you in the name of Allaah and in
consideration of our relationship with you to include us amongst those you will
be interceding for.' When they had all gathered around Rasulullaah #88%, he said,
'T make everyone present here witness to the fact that my intercession shall be
for those members of my Ummah who never commit Shirk, 1)

The Du'aa Rasulullaah 424 will Make for his
Ummah Before Allaah shall be his
Intercession on their Behalf

Hadhrat Abdur Rahmaan bin Abu Aqeel ¥)&@% reports, "I went to Rasulullaah
#5%E with a delegation from the Thageef tribe. When we made our animals sit at
the door, there was not a person we hated more than the man we had come to
see. However, by the time we left, there was no one more beloved to us than the
man we had been to see. One of us said, 'O Rasulullaah #32! why don't you ask
Allaah for a kingdom like the kingdom of Sulaymaan SE?' Rasulullaah #5885
laughed and said, 'Your companion here (myself) shall perhaps receive
something better from Allaah than the kingdom of Sulaymaan S, Allaah has
granted every Nabi Sl that He sent a special prayer (that is sure to be
accepted). There were those who used the prayer for this world while others used
it to curse their nations when they disobeyed them. It was then because of it that
these nations were destroyed. Allaah also granted me one such prayer that 1 have
kept in store with my Rabb and shall use it to intercede for my Ummah on the
Day of Qiyaamah." (%) ’

Rasulullaah 3£ says, "I am an Excellent man for

the Sinners of my Ummah"

Hadhrat Ummu Salamah GgJ&i5% narrates that Rasulullaah #8382 once said, "I am
an excellent man for the sinners of my Ummah." "O Rasulullaah #28!" a man
from the Muzaynah tribe asked, "If you are such for the sinful ones, then what
about the righteous ones?" Rasulullaah §328£ replied, "While the righteous ones of
my Ummah shall enter Jannah because of their good deeds, the sinners shall
await my intercession. Although my intercession shall be available to every
member of my Ummah, it will not be for a person diminishing the rank of my
Sahabah #&)&iss." )

(1) Baghawi and 1bn Asaakir, as quoted in Kanzu/ Ummaal (Vol.7 Pg.271).

(2) Baghawi, Ibn Mandah and Ibn Asaakit, as quoted in. Kanzu/ Ummaal (Vol.7 Pg.272). Bukhaari and

Haarith bin Abu Usaamah have reported a similar narration, as quoted in /saabah (Vol.2 Pg.411).
(3) shiraazi in his Alqaab and Ibn Najjaar, as quoted in Kanzu/ Ummaal (Vol.7 Pg.272).




LNy

86 THE LIVES OF THE SAHABAH {&E)&(%% (vol-3)
The verse of the Qur'aan that kindles the Most

Hope According to Hadhrat Ali ‘&5
Hadhrat Ali bin Abi Taalib J&#5 narrates that Rasulullaah $3%£ once said, "I
shall continue interceding on behalf of my Ummah until my Rabb asks, 'Are you
now satisfied, O Muhammad?' 1 shall then say, 'Yes. I am satisfied.' Turning to the
people, Hadhrat Ali %J5@% said, 'O people of Iraq! Don't you people believe that
the verse of the Qur'aan that kindles the most hope is the verse:
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Say, "O My bondsmen who have wronged their souls (by committing
kuff or other sins)! Never lose hope of Allaah's mercy (so do not abstain
from seeking forgiveness thinking that you will not be forgiven). Vérily,
Allaah forgives all sins (that are free of kufr and Shirk). Undoubtedly,
He is the Most Forgiving, the Most Merciful." {Surah Zumar, verse 53}
When the people admitted that they believed so, Hadhrat Ali &5 said,
"However, we who are members of Rasulullaah 838's family believe that the
verse of the Qur'aan that kindles the most hope is the verse:
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Your Rabb shall soon grant you and you shall be pleased. {Surah Duha,
verse 5}

What Allaah will grant Rasulullaah %28 shall be the privilege of intercession." (!

The Statement of Hadhrat Buraydah “E@% in
front of Hadhrat Mu'aawiya &E@s

Concerning Intercession

Hadhrat Ibn Buraydah narrates that (his father) Hadhrat Buraydah &&i#% once
went to Hadhrat Mu'aawiya &J&@% where a man was busy talking (in praise of
Hadhrat Mu'aawiya &E®%). "will you permit me to speak, O Mu'aawiya,"
Hadhrat Buraydah )&% asked. Thinking that he will also speak as the previous
person was doing, Hadhrat Mu'aawiya %&J&i#% granted him permission. Hadhrat
Buraydah %165 said, "I heard Rasulullaah #3 say, 'On the Day of Qiyaamah I
expect to intercede on behalf of as many people as there are trees and stones on
earth.' You, O Mu'aawiya should pin your hopes in this intercession (because you
will need it) while Ali ¥&@% need not pin his hopes in it (because he will enter
Jannah without it)." (2)

e

The Reply Hadhrat Jaabir 5@ gave a person
who Denied Intercession

Hadhrat Talg bin Habeeb says, "I was a person who most vehemently denied

(1) Ibn Mardway, as quoted in Kanzu/ Ummaal (Vol.7 Pg.273).
(2) Ahmad, as quoted in the 7afseer of Ibn Katheer (Vol.3 Pg.56).
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intercession until I met Hadhrat Jaabir &)&@s5. After I recited to him all the verses
of the Qur'aan I could recite that spoke of the people of Jahannam remaining
there forever, he said, 'O Talq! Do you think that you have more knowledge of the
Qur'aan and the Sunnah than I? The verses you have recited refer to those who
belong in Jahannam. They are the Mushrikeen. However, those (for whom
intercession will take place) are people (Mu'mineen) who have sinned, who will
be punished for their sins and then be removed from Jahannam.' He then held
both his ears and said, 'May these become deaf if 1 have not heard Rasulullaah
#58%£ say that they will leave Jahannam after having entered it (because of
Rasulullaah $§8#'s intercession). We also recite the Qur'aan as you recite." (M
Hadhrat Yazeed Fageer reports, "l was once sitting with Hadhrat Jaabir bin
Abdullaah #15#% as he was busy narrating Ahadeeth. When he narrated that
some people would leave Jahannam, [ became very angry because during those
days 1 was one who rejected such a belief. 1 therefore said, 'l am not as
astonished with common people (making such statements) as I am astonished
with you companions of Rasulullaah #8481 You believe that people will leave the
fire of Jahannam when Allah says:
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They will try to escape from the Fire (of Jahannam) but they will not be
able to escape. They will have.a permanent punishment, {Surah
Maa'idah, verse 37}
His companions started rebuking me, but he was the most tolerant of them all.
'Leave the man alone!' he said. He then explained, 'That verse refers to the
Kuffaar.' He then recited the verse:
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Without doubt (even) if the Kuffaar possessed all (the wealth) within the
earth and as much more in addition to ransom themselves from the
punishment of the Day of Qiyaamah, it will not be accepted from them.
They shall have (to suffer) a painful punishment. They will try to escape
from the Fire (of Jahannam) but they will not be able to escape. They
will have a permanent punishment. {Surah Maa'idah, verses 36,37}

He then asked, 'Do you recite the Qur'aan? 'l certainly do," 1 replied, 'in fact, |

have memorised it.' He then said, 'Does Allaah not say:
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(1) Ibn Mardway.
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In a portion of the night perform the Tahajjud salaah that is an extra
(salaah) for you. Soon your Rabb will accord to you (O Muhammad
$588L ) the "Magaam Mahmood" ("The Praised Position"). {Surah Bani
Israaeel, verse 79}
That (Magaam Mahmood) is the position (of intercession). Allaah will detain
some people (Mu'mineen) in Jahannam for a while because of their sins
without speaking to them. Then when Allaah wills, He will remove them from
Jahannam." :
Hadhrat Yazeed says, "After this, I never repeated my mistake of denying this
belief." (!

Imaan (Belief) in Jannah and Jahannam

The Sahabah #&5@2 Picture the Scene of Jannah in
a Gathering with Rasulullaah $23£ as if they can

Actually see it before their Eyes

Hadhrat Handhala Kaatib Usaydi 4J&@% who was one of Rasulullaah #3885's
scribes narrates, "We were once with Rasulullaah $828£ when we spoke of Jannah
and Jahannam (with) so much (conviction) that it seemed to appear before our
very eyes. I then went to my wife and children with whom I started laughing and
.playing. However, when I thought of the state of mind I had been in (with
Rasulullaah £8485), 1 left the house. I then met Abu Bakr &)@, to whom 1 said,
'O Abu Bakr! I have become a Munaafiq.' 'Why do you say that?' he asked. 1
explained, 'When we are with Nabi $88£ and he speaks to us about Jannah and
Jahannam, it seems as if it is before our very eyes. However, when we leave his
presence and become engrossed with our wives, children and occupations, we
forget." Abu Bakr @&)&5@% remarked, 'But we do the same.' I then approached
Rasulullaah 8% and mentioned this to him. Rasuluilaah ¢85 said, 'O Handhala?
If you can be with your families as you are when you are with me, the angels will
actually shake hands with you on your beds and on the street. O Handhala! There
are times for this and times for that." (%)

Rasulullaah £2% Tells the Sahabah &GS
about the Last Day

-,

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood &% narrates that one night they spent a long
time speaking to Rasulullaah &% When they went to him early the following
morning, Rasulullaah $38 said, "I was shown the Ambiyaa and their Ummahs
(nations). As the Ambiyaa passed by me, 1 would see a Nabi with a group of
followers, another with three persons and another with no followers at all." At
this juncture Hadhrat Qataadah recited the verse:
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(1) Ibn Abi Haatim, as quoted in Kanzu! Ummaal (Vol.2 Pg.54).
(2) Hasan bin Sufyaan and Abu Nu'aym, as quoted in Kanzu! Ummaal (Vol.1 Pg.100).
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Is there not a righteous man among you? {Surah Hood, verse 78}
Rasulullaah %88 continued, "Eventually Moosa bin Imraan S passed by me
with a large group of the Bani Israa'eel. I asked, 'O Rabb! Who is this?' 'This,' |
was told, 'is your brother Moosa and those of the Bani Israa'eel who followed
him." I then asked, 'Dear Rabb! And where is my Ummah?' 'Look to your right
amongst the hills,’ Allaah said. When I looked, I saw the faces of scores of
people.' 'Are you satisfied?' Allaah asked. 'l am satisfied, my Rabb,' I replied.
Allaah then said, 'Now look to the horizon on your left." When I looked, I again
saw the faces of scores of people.' 'Are you satisfied?' Allaah asked again and
again I replied by saying, 'T am satisfied, my Rabb.' Allaah then said further, 'Verily
with these there are also seventy thousand who will enter Jannah without

reckoning."

At that moment, Hadhrat Ukaasha bin Mihsin 4&#5% who was a veteran of the
Battle of Badr said, "O Nabi of Allaah §3%! Pray to Allaah to include me amongst
them." "O Allaah!" Rasulullaah 8% prayed, "Include him amongst them." Another
man then stood up with the request, "O Nabi of Allaah &&8£1 Pray to Allaah to
include me amongst them as well." Rasulullaah #2488 however, said, "Ukaasha
has beat you to it."

Rasulullaah 2% then said, "May my parents be sacrificed for you! If you are able
to include yourselves amongst the seventy thousand, you should certainly do so.
Otherwise, you must include yourselves amid the men amongst the hills or
amongst the men on the horizon because I have seen a great many whose
conditions were unlike these. I however have great hope that you people
(members of my Ummah) will comprise a third of the people of Jannah." "Allaahu
Akbar!" the Sahabah #&&i% exclaimed. Rasulullaah #8858 then added, "In fact, 1
have great hope that you people will comprise half of the people of Jannah."
Again the Sahabah #E®% exclaimed, "Allaahu Akbar!" Thereafter, Rasulullaah
§53E recited the verse:s
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A large group from among the early ones and a large group from

among the later ones. {Surah Waagqi'ah, verses 39,40}
When the Sahabah #&J&@% later started discussing amongst themsélves about
who the seventy thousand would be, some opined, "They must be those who
were born to Muslims and then never committed Shirk." When this reached
Rasulullaah #&8%, he clarified the matter saying, "They will be those who never
brand themselves (with something hot as a form of treatment), who never use
amulets, never divine with birds and who have trust only in their Rabb." (1)

A Bedouin asks Rasulullaah 2855 about a

Tree in Jannah
Hadhrat Sulaym bin Aamir reports that the Sahabah #&JG¥% always used to say,

(1) Ibn Abi Haatim, Ibn Jareer and several other reliable sources, as quoted in the Tafseer of Ibn
Katheer (Vol.4 Pg.293). In his Mustadrak (Vol.4 Pg.578), Haakim has reported a similar narration
from reliable sources as confirmed by Dhahabi.
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"Verily Allaah gave us tremendous benefit from the Bedouins and their
questions." A Bedouin came one day and said, "O Rasulullaah ¢3! Allaah has
mentioned a tree in Jannah that is harmful to its owner." "What tree is that?"
Rasulullaah #3%£ asked. "It is the lotus tree that has thorns which can hurt a
person." Rasulullaah &8 replied, "Does Allah not say:
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They will be (enjoying themselves) in (gardens of) thornless lotus

trees... {Surah Waagqi'ah, verse 28}
Allaah will remove the thorns from the trees and replace each of them with a
fruit. The tree will actually grow fruit and each fruit will have seventy two
different flavours, with no two flavours being alike." m
Hadhrat Utba bin Abdus Sulami $&&@% reports that he was sitting with
Rasulullaah $8%£ when a Bedouin arrived and said, "O Rasulullaah #8%£! | hear
you speak about a tree in Jannah that has more thorns than any other tree I
know, the acacia tree." Rasulullaah 8525% replied, "Allaah will remove the thorns
from the trees and replace each of them with a fruit resembling the testes of a
large goat. Each fruit will have seventy two different*flavours with no two
flavours being alike." @

A Bedouin asks Rasulullaah é;fl‘é@f,ﬁ about the
Fruit of Jannah

Hadhrat Utba bin Abdus Sulami &% reports that a Bedouin once came to
Rasulullaah ## to enquire about the pond (Kowthar) and to speak about
Jannah. He asked, "Are there fruit there?” "Of course," Rasulullaah %% replied,
"And there is also a tree there called Tooba." The narrator says that Rasulullaah
P88 then mentioned a few other things that he cannot recall. However, the
Bedouin then asked, "Which tree in our region resembles the trees of Jannah?"
Rasulullaah #3%8 replied, "There is nothing there resembling the trees in your
region, but have you been to Shaam?" When the Bedouin said that he had not,
Rasulullaah $8#¢ said, "There is a tree in Shaam that bears a resemblance. The
tree is the walnut tree, which grows on a single trunk with the upper branches
spreading out." The Bedouin asked further, "What is the size of its clusters?”
Rasulullaah #3885 replied, "The distance a spotted crow flies in a month." "And
what is the size of its roots?" he asked. Rasulullaah #2%% said, "Should one of
your young camels start travelling, it will be unable to cover the distance of its
roots even after its ribs break because of old age."

The Bedouin asked further, "Are there grapes in Jannah?" "There are," Rasulullaah
#328% replied. "Then," the Bedouin asked, "what is the size of a grape?" "Has your
father ever slaughtered a large goat?" Rasulullaah $35 asked. When he replied in
the affirmative, Rasulullaah #&85 asked further, "And then did he skin the goat

and give your mother the skin saying, 'Make this into a bucket for us?" "Oh yes,"

(1) Ibn Najjaar.
(2) ibn Abu Dawood, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.288).
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the Bedouin replied. (Each grape will be the size of such a bucket). The Bedouin
then asked, "Then will such a grape be able to fill my family and I?" "Certainly,"
Rasulullaah 88 replied, "and (it will) also (fill) most of your tribe." (1)

An Abyssinian Man Dies in Rasulullaah $&8's

Gathering after Hearing the Description of Jannah
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar £3&@% narrates that an Abyssinian man once came
to Rasulullaah %88 "Ask what you wish," Rasulullaah #&8% said to him. The man
said, "O Rasulullaah #8285 You people have been favoured above us in terms of
looks, complexion and (now) Nabuwaat. Tell me. If I believe in all that you
believe in and do as you do, will I be with you in Jannah?" "Of course,"
Rasulullaah %885 replied. Rasulullaah 433 then added, "In fact, 1 swear by the
Being Who controls my life that the brilliant complexion of a black person will
be seen in Jannah from a distance of a thousand years. Whoever recites ZLaa
llaaha Illallaah’ has entered into a pledge with Allaah and whoever recites
‘Subhaanallaah wa Bihamdihi’ shall earn the reward of one hundred and
twenty four thousand good deeds."
The man asked further, "How will we be destroyed after this, O Rasulullaah
S Rasulul]aaﬁ #584L said, "A person will come on the Day of Qiyaamah with
SO many good deeds that they will be even to heavy for a mountain to bear.
Thereafter, Allaah's bounties (to the person) will be brought (to be paid for by the
good deeds) and if it were not for Allaah's mercy enshrouding the person, the
bounties would surely exhaust all the deeds.
Thereafter Allaah revealed the verses:
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Undoubtedly, a moment in time has passed by man when he was not
even something worth mentioning (he was still a drop of semen)...If
you look (around) there (in Jannah), you will see (tremendous) bounties
and an enormous kingdom (vastly superior to anything in this world).
{Surah Dahar, verses 1-20}
The Abyssinian then asked, "Will my eyes be able to see whatever your eyes will
see in Jannah?" "Most assuredly," Rasulullaah 8% replied. The man then started
weeping until he passed away. Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar )&% says, "I saw
Rasulullaah #584E personally lowering the man's body into the grave." 2)
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Wahab reports from Hadhrat 1bn Zaid &4&8@& that an
Abyssinian man was with Rasulullaah &8%% when Allaah revealed the Surah:
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Undoubtedly, a moment in time has passed by man when he was not

(1) Ahmad, as quoted in the TafSeerof 1bn Katheer (Vol.4 Pg.290).
(2) Tabraani, as quoted in the TafSeerof Ibn Katheer (Vol.4 Pg.457).
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even something worth mentioning (he was still a drop of semen)...
{Surah Dahar verses 1}

Rasulullaah #3% recited the Surah to the Sahabah #&jEi#% and when he reached

the verses describing Jannah, he gave a deep sigh and passed away. Rasulullaah

#5%E remarked, "It was the longing for Jannah that snuffed out the soul of your

brother." (1) ‘

Hadhrat Ali €G@% Gives Hadhrat Umar &&E@% the

Glad Tidings of Jannah on his Deathbed
Hadhrat Abu Matar reports that he heard Hadhrat Ali &)E®% say, "When Umar
EJE0% was stabbed by Abu Lu'lu, I went to him and found him weeping. 'What
makes you weep, O Ameerul Mu'mineen?' | asked. He replied, 'It is the news from
the heavens that makes me weep. I know not whether 1 shall be taken to Jannah
or to Jahannam.' Ithen said to him, 'Rejoice with the glad tidings of Jannah because
more times than I can count I have heard Rasulullaah 8 say, ‘The two leaders
of the middle-aged people of Jannah shall be Abu Bakr and Umar. What
excellent men are they both?!" Umar &J&&s5 asked, 'Will you testify to my entering
Jannah, O Ali?' I said, T certainly will. O Hasan! You also be witness for your
father that Rasulullaah &% said, 'Verily Umar shall be amongst the inhabitants
of Jannah.”’(z) :

Hadhrat Umar 5@ Weeps at the
Mention of Jannah

In the chapter discussing the abstinence of Hadhrat Umar @wws®), the
narration has already passed which mentions that when served a good meal,
Hadhrat Umar )55 said, "While we eat this, what will the poor Muslims have
who die without filling themselves with even barley bread?” Hadhrat Umar bin
Waleed replied, "They shall have Jannah." Tears then started to flow from the eyes
of Hadhrat Umar &5 as he said, "If this (food) is our share while they have
made off with Jannah, then they have certainly excelled us with a tremendous

virtue."

Hadhrat Sa'd bin Abi Waqqaas &)&@% Is Hopeful of
Jannah on his Deathbed
Hadhrat Mus'ab bin Sa'd (the son of Hadhrat Sa'd bin Abi Waqqaas “&I&552)
relates, "My father's head was in my lap as he was surrendering his soul (to
death). When he saw my eyes filling with tears, he asked, 'What makes you weep,
dear son?' 1 replied, 'Your position and the condition I see you in.' 'Don't cry for
me," he said, 'because Allaah will never punish me and I shall be amongst the
inhabitants of Jannah (as Rasulullaah 3525 clearly stated). As long as Mu'mineen
do things to please Allaah, Allaah will reward them for their deeds. As for the

(1) Tafseerof Ibn Katheer (Vol.4 Pg.453).
(2) Ibn Asaakir, as quoted in Muntakhab Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.438).
(3) Under the subheading, "His Abstinence in Eating".
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Kuffaar, their good deeds (done for Allaah) will serve to lighten their punishment.
When their good deeds are finished, it will be said, 'Everyone who did anything
should claim the reward of their deeds from those they did it for."(1)

Hadhrat Amr bin Al Aas &5 Fears the Life after
Death at the time of his Death

Hadhrat Ibn Shamaasa Mahri reports that they went to see Hadhrat Amr bin Al
Aas EJE@% when he was on his deathbed. Turning his face towards the wall, he
wept for a long while as his son recounted to him the glad tidings that
Rasulullaah #8285 had given him. He kept weeping all the while with his face
towards the wall until he finally turned his face towards the people and said,
"Verily the best deed that I have to my account is my recitation of the
Shahaadah Laa llaaha Illallaah Muhammadur Rasulullaah ‘&%ﬂ’@i" 1 have
however passed through three stages. The first stage I found myself in was the
time when there was none I hated more than Rasulullaah $38£. At that time there
was nothing I would have liked more than to grab hold of him and kill him. Had 1
died during that period, 1 would have surely been from amongst the inmates of
Jahannam. Allaah then placed Islaam in my heart and I approached Rasulullaah
%328E to pledge my allegiance to him saying, 'Do give me your right hand so that I
may pledge allegiance to you, O Rasulullaah §Z#%.' However, when he gave me
his hand, I withdrew mine. 'What is the matter, O Amr?' he asked. 'l wish to make
a condition,' I replied. 'What is the condition?' he queried. I said, 'The condition is
that 1 should be forgiven.' Rasulullaah &28% explained, 'O Amr! Don't you know
that Islaam wipes out everything (every sin) that took place before it, that
Hijrah wipes out everything that took place before it and that Hajj wipes out
everything that took place before it?"

Hadhrat Amr bin Al Aas &% continued, "At that time 1 saw myself in a state
that none was more beloved to me nor more respected in my sight than
Rasulullaah &84%. 1f 1 was asked to describe Rasulullaah %285, 1 would be unable
to do so because I was never able to look at him directly out of respect for him.
Had I died during that stage of my life, I would have expected to be amongst the
inhabitants of Jannah. Thereafter (came the third stage when) we became
governors and I know not what is my condition after this. When I die, let not any
wailing woman or fire accompany my bier. Throw the sand into a heap when you
bury me and when you have completed the burial, I want you to stand by my
graveside for as long as it takes to slaughter a camel and distribute its meat.
In this way, 1 will have company for awhile until I can prepare the answers I will
have to give to the messengers from my Rabb." 2)

Hadhrat Abdur Rahmaan bin Shamaasa narrates that when death approached
Hadhrat Amr bin Al Aas &JG@%, he started to weep. His son Abdullaah &5
asked, "What makes you weep? Is it for fear of death?" "Not at all," Hadhrat Amr

(1) Ibn sa'd (vol.3 Pg.147).
(2) 1bn Sa'd (Vol.4 Pg.258). Muslim (Vol.1 Pg.76) has reported a similar narration.
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ENSiss replied, "By Allaah! It is for what is to happen after death." His son said,
"But you have lived in a most excellent period." He then started reminding his
father about his association with Rasulullaah 8% and about his conquests in
Shaam. Hadhrat Amr &% said, "You have omitted to mention the best of all;
the Shahaadah Laa llaaha illallaah’.."” The narration continues briefly like the
one above. The narration however ends with Hadhrat Amr 5@ saying, "When
I die, no woman should wail over me, neither should any such person follow me
who praises me or carries a fire. Tie my loincloth firmly because 1 shall be in a
struggle (when the angels wrestle my soul from me, in which condition my body
should not become exposed). Heap the sand upon my grave because my right
side is by no means more deserving of sand than the left. You shoulc als= not
place any wood or stones in my grave." )

Another narration adds that afterwards Hadhrat Amr 5% (again) turned his
face to the wall and said, "O Allaah! You issued commands but we disobeyed. You
forbade us but we did not abstain. We now need nothing else but Your
forgiveness." Yet another narration adds Hadhrat Amr &J&E@®% then placed his
hand around his neck like a yoke, raised his head to the sky and said, "O Allaah! I
am not powerful enough to take revenge and not innocent enough to offer
excuses. I do not deny any of my sins but am seeking pardon. There is none
worthy of worship but You." He continued repeating this until he passed away.
May Allaah be pleased with him. 2)

According to another narration, Hadhrat Amr #&&®% said the following after
advising his son: "O Allaah! You issued commands that we did not fulfil and You
forbade us from things but we destroyed ourselves (by doing them). I am not
innocent enough to offer excuses and not powerful enough to take revenge.
There is none worthy of worship but You." He continued repeating this until he
passed away. %)

T he‘Previously Quoted Statements of the Sahabah

fEEWs Concerning Belief in Jannah and Jahannam
In the chapter discussing the assistance rendered to Rasulullaah $E@  the
words of the Ansaar have been quoted when Khaybar was conquered,
Rasulullaah #&8% said to the Ansaar, "You have fulfilled your duty towards us.
Now, if you please, you may hand over your shares (of plantations) in Khaybar (to
the Muhaajireen) and have your date crops (in Madinah all for yourselves without
sharing it with the Muhaajireen, who will now receive from Khaybar)." The
Ansaar (accepted the proposal and) said, "You have placed several responsibilities
on us while you have taken the responsibly that (in exchange for this) we shall
have Jannah. We have now fulfilled what you had asked of us and require your

(1) Ahmad, as quoted in A/ Bidaayah wan Nihaayah (Vol.8 Pg.26).

(2) Muslim,

(3) Ibn Sa'd (vol.4 Pg.260).

(4) Under the heading "The Financial Assistance that the Ansaar gave to the Muhaajireen” and the
subheading "Sharing Dates and an Ansaari &S Refuses to be Paid Back”.
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condition to be met." Rasulullaah 485 said, "You have it."

In the chapter discussing Jihaad‘!), the words of Hadhrat Umayr bin Humaam
)5 have passed. When Rasulullaah #5388 encouraged them on to fight during
the Battle of Badr, he exclaimed, "Wow! All that stands between me and my entry
into Jannah is the Mushrikeen killing me." He then threw down the dates in his
hand, grabbed his sword and fought until he was killed.

Another narration states that when he exclaimed, "Wow!", Rasulullaah #£&% asked
him why he said this. He replied, "O Rasulullaah %845 By Allaah! There is no
reason other than thatIshould be among its inhabitants." Rasulullaah &85 assured
him, "You are certainly from amongst its inhabitants." Hadhrat Umayr &S5k
took out some dates from his quiver and started eating them. However, he then
said, "If I live until I have eaten these dates, it would take too much time." He
then threw down the dates he had left and jumped into the thick of battle until he
was martyred. May Allaah shower His mercy on him.

In the chapter discussing injuries sustained in Jihaad, the words of Hadhrat Anas
bin Nadhr )@@ have passed® when he said, "How wonderful is the fragrance
of Jannah that I smell coming from behind Mount Uhud!" He then fought until he
was martyred.

In the chapter discussing the desire the Sahabah & had for fighting in the
path of Allaah®, the words of Hadhrat Sa'd bin Khaythama 415 have passed
who said, "Had it not been to attain Jannah, | would have certainly given you (O
father) preference (to have it your way). However, [ really do aspire for
martyrdom on this trip." This he said after his father stated that only one of them
will be able to participate in the expedition (to Badr).

The words of Hadhrat Sa'd bin Rabee & have also passed® who said during
the Battle of Uhud, "Salaams to Rasulullaah #&% and to you. Tell Rasulullaah
$598E that I can smell the fragrance of Jannah." This he said to Hadhrat Zaid bin
Thaabit 4J&i5 who brought him the message that Rasulullaah #&8 had sent
Salaams for him and wished to know how he was feeling.

Also quoted were the words of Hadhrat Haraam bin Milhaan $&&@®s% in the
chapter discussing the battle at Bir Ma'oona®. When he was martyred, he cried
out, "By the Rabb of the Kabah, 1 am successful! he was referring to his
successful entry into Jannah.

In the chapter discussing the valour of Hadhrat Ammaar )@@, his words are

(1) Under the heading "Rasulullaah ¢ Encourages Striving in the path of Allaah and Spending
One's Wealth for this Cause" and the subheading "Rasulullaah &8 Gives Encouragement before a
Battle and the Statement of Hadhrat Umayr bin Hamaam £l&ass",

(2) Under the heading "Enduring Injuries while in Jihaad in the path of Allaah" and the subheading
“The Injury of Hadhrat Anas bin Nadhr 565",

(3) Under the heading "The Enthusiasm of the Sahabah #&&i#% to Die and Give their Lives in the path
of Allaah" and the subheading "The Incident of Hadhrat Khaythama &J&i¥% and his son”.

(4) Also under the heading "The Enthusiasm of the Sahabah #&J&@% to Die and Give their Lives in the
path of Allaah" but under the subheading "The Incident of Hadhrat Sa'd bin Rabee &J&#5",

(5) Also under the heading "The Enthusiasm of the Sahabah #8458 to Die and Give their Lives in the
path of Allaah" but under the subheading "The Last Words of Hadhrat Haraam )&% Because of
which his Killer Accepted Islaam”.

(6) Under the subheading "His Desire for Jannah as he Fought".
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quoted as follows: "O Haashim! Advance! Jannah lies beneath the shadow of
swords and death lies at the points of spears. The doors of Jannah have been
flung wide open and the damsels of Jannah have been beautified. Today I shall
meet those I love, Muhammad %8 and his group. He then launched an attack
with Haashim &% and they were both martyred.

Again in the chapter“) are his words when he said, "O Assembly of Muslims! Are
you running away from Jannah? [ am Ammaar bin Yaasir! Are you running away
from Jannah? I am Ammaar bin Yaasir! Come to me!"

In the chapter discussing refusal to be an Ameer?) the words of Hadhrat
Abdullaah bin Umar ¥J&2 are quoted when he said, "Never before had my heart
ever aspired for worldly things and I almost said, 'That person (myself) desires
the Khilaafah who had hit your neck and the neck of your father to accept Islaam
until he made you two enter its fold!" However, I thought of Jannah and its
bounties and refrained from saying it." This he said when Hadhrat Mu'aawiya
YEWs announced, "Who is desirous of the Khilaafah?"

The words of Hadhrat Sa'eed bin Aamir ¥&@% has also passed. When after
spending in Sadaqah, he was told that his wife and in-laws also have a right, he
said, "Just as 1 would not give preference to anything else over their rights, I
would also not forsake my desire for the wide-eyed damsels of Jannah in
exchange for pleasing some people. Should a damsel of jannah peep into this
world, the world will be illuminated just as the sun illuminates it."

Another narration® states that he once told his wife, "Take it easy. | had some
companions who have recently left me. Even in exchange for the world and all its
contents, 1 would not like to leave the path they tread. If a single damsel of
Jannah has to even peep into this world from the sky, everything on earth would
be illuminated and the radiance of her face would outshine the sun and the
moon. The scarf that she is given to wear is more precious than the world and all
that it contains. It is therefore more appropriate that I leave you for them rather
than leaving them for you." His wife then accepted what had happened and was
satisfied.

Also quoted in the chapter discussing perseverance through illness are the words
of a woman from the Ansaar who thrice repeated, "No! By Allaah! I would rather
exercise patience, O Rasulullaah %88 instead of jeopardising (my entry into)
Jannah." This she said when Rasulullaah $&% said to her, "Which would you
prefer; that I pray to Allaah to cure you (of your fever) or that you exercise
patience and be assured of Jannah?"

Also quoted were the words of Hadhrat Abu Dardaa #1505 when he said, "I

(1) Under the subheading "He Lends Courage to the Muslims and Fights Bravely During the Battle of
Yamaamah".

(2) Under the subheading "The Incident that Occurred Between Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar &5
and Ummul Mu'mineen Hadhrat Hafsah G884 Concerning Dowmatul Jandal".

(3) In the chapter discussing how the Sahabah #&&@% spent in the path of Allaah, under the heading
"The Spending of Hadhrat Sa'eed bin Aamir bin Judhaym Jumhi $JE@%" and the subheading "His
Spending as the Governor of Shaam".

(4) Under the heading "The Sahabah #&J&i% Exercise Patience with Iliness" and the subheading "The
Patience of Hadhrat Abu Bakr &% and Hadhrat Abu Dardaa @&is"
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wish for jannah" when his friends asked him what he wished for.

Also quoted in the chapter discussing patience upon the death of children were
the words of Hadhrat Ummu Haaritha G@&@s upon the martyrdom of her son.
She said, "O Rasulullaah #8851 Tell me what has become of Haaritha. If he is in
Jannah, 1 shall exercise patience. If not, I shall show Allaah what 1 will do." She
was referring to wailing, which had not yet been forbidden at the time. Another
narration states that she said, "O Rasulullaah #88% If he is in Jannah, I shall not
weep and will not be grieved. However, if he is in Jahannam, 1 shall continue
weeping as long as 1 live." "O Ummu Haarith!" Rasulullaah 8% consoled her,
"There is not only one Jannah. There are many levels of Jannah and Haarith is
in Firdous which is the highest of them all." She then returned laughing as she
said, "Well done, Haarith! Well done!"

Hadhrat Aa'isha G5Es Weeps at the Thought of |

Jahannam and the Words of Rasulullaah %383

Hadhrat Aa'isha B8&% narrates that she once started to weep at the thought of
Jahannam. "What is the matter, O Aa'isha?" Rasulullaah ¢88% asked. She réplied,
"I thought of Jahannam and started .to weep. Will you think of your family on the
Day of Qiyaamah?" Rasulullaah 28 said, "There are three places where none
shall think of another. (1) At the scales until a person knows whether his scale
(of good deeds) is heavy or light. (2) When the books of actions will be handed
out until a person will call out (out of jubilation) 'Come and see my beok! or
until he knows whether his book will be given in his right hand (a sign of
success) or in his left hand from behind his back (a sign of failure). (3) At the
bridge of Siraat when it is spanned across Jahannam. There shall be hooks on
either side and plenty of thorns. Allaah shall detain whoever He wills with these
until they find out whether they have attained salvation or not." ()

An Old Man and a Youngster Pass Away at the

Mention of Jahannam

Amongst the Sahabah #&&@3 was a very old man when Rasulullaah #8 recited
to them the verse:
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O you who have Imaan! Save yourselves and your familtes from the Fire
(of Jahannam), the fuel of which is people and stones. {Surah Tahreem,
verse 6}
"O Rasulullaah #3321 the old man asked, "Are the stones of Jahannam like the
stones of this world?" Rasulullaah &2 replied, "I swear by the Being Who
controls my life that a single boulder of Jahannam is larger than all the
(1) Haakim (Vol.4 Pg.578). Dhahabi has commented on the chain of narrators.
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mountains of this world." The old man then fell unconscious. Placing his hand
on the old man's heart, Rasulullaah #8%# discovered that he was still alive.
Rasulullaah 885 therefore said, "Respected old man! Say ZLaa llaaha lllallaah’"
When the old man recited the Kalimah, Rasulullaah &3 gave him the glad
tidings of Jannah. The Sahabah #&8i% remarked, "Is this (tidings of Jannah) only
for him?" Rasulullaah 838 replied, "Yes, because Allaah says:

(\iuﬂ_’.\-:,._ab\)g\ 8)9-) { -);fs ;3[;3 ‘}:L’a; ;91; &;é él.fb?

This is for him who fears standing before Me (on the Day of Qiyaamah)

and who fears My warning (of punishment). {Surah Ibraaheem, verse

14}(1)
In the chapter discussing the fear the Sahabah #&Ei% had for Allaah@®, a similar
incident as occurred to the old man is reported about a youngster. It is also
related there that when the fear for Allaah gripped a young Ansaari, he wept so
much every time he heard mention of Jahannam that this kept him indoors.
When this was mentioned to Rasulullaah 885, he went to the house. As
Rasulullaah #3% entered, he embraced the Ansaari )&%, who then expired (in
Rasulullaah ##85's arms). Rasulullaah 838 then said, "Enshroud your
companion because fear of Jahannam has ruptured his liver." )

The Previously Quoted Statements of the Sahabah

| ¥EEWs Concerning Fear for Jahannam
The restlessness of Hadhrat Shaddaad bin Aws &J&@% in his bed has already
been quoted(4) with his words, "O Allaah! The fire of Jahannam has dispelled my
“sleep." Thereafter, he would stand up and perform salaah until the morning.
Several incidents have also reported in the chapter discussing the weeping of the
Sahabah #&&@5.
In the chapter discussing the Battle of Mu'ta, the weeping of Hadhrat Abdullaah
bin Rawaaha ¥}&#% has been reported together with his words: "I swear by
Allaah that it is neither love for this world nor my attachment to you that makes
me weep. However, | have heard Rasulullaah &2 recite a verse from the Qur'aan
that speaks of the fire of Jahannam:

el o) @) s K5 5 e Oyl ’5}/-%-:: ol
Every one of you shall pass by it (everyone shall pas; over Jahannam as
they cross the bridge of Siraat that spans Jahannamy). This is a decreed
command of your Rabb. {Surah Maryam, verse 71}
I have no idea how am I to return after this crossing."

(1) 1bn Abi Haatim, as quoted in the Tafseer of Ibn Katheer (Vol.4 Pg.391).

(2) Under the subheading "The incident of a young Ansaari",

(3) Haakim has reported the narration from reliable sources from Hadhrat Sahl &4
Dunya has reported a it from Hadhrat Hudhayfah @3,

(4) Under the heading “The Fear of the Sahabah #J&#4" and the subheading "The Fear of Hadhrat

Shaddaad bin Aws Ansaari &J&155".

% while Ibn Abi
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Conviction in the Promises of Allaah

The Conviction of Hadhrat Abu Bakr 5% in the
Battle between the Romans and the Persians as
‘ Promised by Allaah

Hadhrat Nayyaar bin Mukram Aslami %}&&% reports that the Persians were
prevailing over the Romans at the time when Allaah revealed the verses:
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Alif Laam Meem (The people of) Rome will be defeated (by the Persians)
in the (land that is) nearer (to the Arabs than the) land (of the Persians)
and, after their defeat, (the Romans) will again be victorious within a
few years. {Surah Room, verses 1-4}
The Muslims liked the Romans to be victorious because they were people with a
divine scripture just like the Muslims. It is for this reason that Allaah says:

(O 2o gl 5 80 0 20 L1, i ) Dyiadl 50 st
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And on that day (when Rome defeats Persia) the Mu'mineen will rejoice
about Allaah's assistance. Allaah assists whoever He wills, and He is the
Mighty (none can defeat Him), the Most Merciful. {Surah Room, verses
4-5}

On the other hand, the Quraysh liked the Persians to be victorious because

neither of them had a divine scripture nor believed in resurrection. When Allaah
revealed these verses, Hadhrat Abu Bakr %55 went out of his house shouting:
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Alif Laam Meem (The people of) Rome will be defeated (by the Persians)

in the (land that is) nearer (to the Arabs than the) land (of the Persians)

and, after their defeat, (the Romans) will again be victorious within a

few years. {Surah Room, verses 1-4} ,
Some members of the Quraysh then said to him, "This will decide the affair
between us and you (it will prove whether your religion is true or not). Since your
guide assumes that Rome will defeat Persia in a few years time, let us place a bet
on it. Hadhrat Abu Bakr )&% agreed because betting had not yet been
forbidden at the time. Hadhrat Abu Bakr ¥J&#%% and the Mushrikeen therefore
took a bet and agreed on the sum. They then said to Hadhrat Abu Bakr &1&@5%,
"How would you specify 'a few' which can be anything between three to nine
years(!)? Specify a time in between so that we may have a time frame between us
(1) The Arabic word ‘&' used in the verse denotes any number between 3 and 9.
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(when we will determine who has won and who has lost). The time period they
then set was six years.

When six years passed without the Romans attaining victory, the Mushrikeen
took the payment from Hadhrat Abu Bakr &&@2. However, it was when the
seventh year entered that the Romans defeated the Persians. Some Muslims
therefore criticised Hadhrat Abu Bakr 483 for stipulating six years because
Allaah had only mentioned "a few years" (without specifying). Nevertheless,
(seeing that the Qur'aanic prediction was true) many people accepted Islaam on
this occasion. (1)

Hadhrat Baraa )&% narrates that when the verses:

(@ i ),"Q“LFJ‘”’ gﬂ)‘)up)m@-ﬂ@‘})ﬂ\u&ﬁ‘)ﬂ}

(U Vgl iagyygm)
Alif Laam Meem (The people of) Rome will be defeated (by the Persians)
in the (land that is) nearer (to the Arabs than the) land (of the Persians)
and, after their defeat, (the Romans) will again be victorious. {Surah
Room, verses 1-3}
were revealed, the Mushrikeen said to Hadhrat Abu Bakr %&&@%, "Don't you see
what your master believes? He assumes that Rome will defeat Persia.” Hadhrat
Abu Bakr )&% immediately replied, "My master is true." They then challenged
Hadhrat Abu Bakr &i&@% to a bet and specified a time period. When the time
expired before Rome could defeat Persia and the news reached Rasulullaah 28,
he was displeased and asked Hadhrat Abu Bakr @&®3, "What made you do
this?" Hadhrat Abu Bakr 5% replied, "To prove the veracity of Allaah and His
Rasool #38% " Rasulullaah #38% advised him saying, "Now approach them to
increase the bet and set the time for '¢.«q ' (@ period anywhere between three and
- nine years)."
Hadhrat Abu Bakr &% then approached the Mushrikeen saying, "Would :you
like to renew the bet? The renewal is a better deal." They agreed. It was before
the expiry of the (specified) years that Rome defeated Persia, set up a stronghold
in Madaa'in and built the city of Roomiyya. (After collecting the payment) Hadhrat
Abu Bakr )E®5 came to Rasulullaah #&£ with it saying, "This is unlawful
(what should I do with it)." Rasulullaah #8% then told him to give it away as
Sadagah. 2

The Conviction of Hadhrat Ka'b bin Adi &5

about the Domination of Islaam
Hadhrat Ka'b bin Adi 5% says, "I came with a delegation from Heera to Nabi
#588. when Rasulullaah 888 presented Islaam to us, we accepted and then
returned to Heera. It was not long thereafter that the news of Rasulullaah $58's
demise reached us. My companions started having doubts and said, 'Had he been

(1) Tirmidhi.
(2) Ibn Abi Haatim, Ahmad, Tirmidhi, Nasa'ee and Ibn Jareer, as quoted in the Tafseer of Ibn Katheer
(Vol.3 Pg.423).
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a true Nabi, he would not have died.' I said to them, 'But the Ambiyaa before him
all passed away as well.' I therefore remained steadfast and left for Madinah. On
the way I happened to pass by a monk without whom we usually made no
decisions. I said to him, 'Tell me about the purpose I am heading for because
some uncertainty has cropped up in my heart. '‘Bring something with your name,’
he said. I then brought an anklebone (because an anklebone is also called Kab in
Arabic). He took out some hairs and told me to throw the anklebone into them.
When I did so, 1 saw Rasulullaah #%% as I had seen him and saw his demise
taking place at the exact time he passed away. My sights on my Imaan were
therefore bolstered (and I continued to Madinah). ]

(Upon my arrival in Madinah) I went to see Hadhrat Abu Bakr 4J&@% and after
reporting everything to him, I stayed on with him. He dispatched me to Maqoqis
(the king of Alexandria) and when 1 returned (after he had passed away),
Hadhrat Umar &&@% sent me back. I therefore returned to Maqoqis with
Hadhrat Umar %)&@%'s letter (of appointment). This was after the Battle of
Yarmook about which I had no idea. Maqogis said to me, 'Do you know that the
Romans fought a battle with the Arabs and defeated them?' 'That is not possible,’
I said. 'Why not?' he asked. I said, 'Because Allaah promised His Nabi 3% that
He would make his Deen dominate over all feligions. And Allaah never breaks a
promise.' Maqogqis then said, 'By Allaah! The Arabs massacred the Romans just as
the nation of Aad were massacred. Your Nabi &8 had spoken the truth.'
Maqoqis then asked me about all the prominent Sahabah #&&@% and sent gifts
for them. I also said to him, 'Abbaas %% who is the uncle of Rasulullaah #3855
is still alive. You should maintain good relations with him as well."

Hadhrat Ka'b &4&@% continues, "I had been Hadhrat Umar 4&@%'s business
partner and when he formed a registry to distribute allowances, he included me
amongst (his tribe) the Banu Adi bin Ka'b." M

The Statements of Hadhrat Abu Bakr $&3\&@s3,
Hadhrat Umar &35 and Hadhrat Sa'd 3506
about Conviction in the Allaah's Promise to

Assist the Mu'mineen
In the chapter discussing the Jihaad against the Murtaddeen!?), the following
words of Hadhrat Abu Bakr )&% are quoted: He said, "I swear by Allaah that I
shall remain devoted to the laws of Allaah and continue fighting in Jihaad until
Allaah. fulfils His promise to us. Those of us who are killed shall be martyrs
bound for Jannah while those who survive shall remain as Allaah's deputies on
His earth and successors of His bondsmen. Allaah has spoken the truth and there

(1) Baghawi, Ibn Shaaheen, Abu Nu'aym, Ibn Sakan and Ibn Yunus in his history of Egypt, as quoted
in /saabah (Vol.3 Pg.298). )

(2) Under the heading "Hadhrat Abu Bakr $)&@#% Ensures that Jihaad is Waged Against the
Murtaddeen and Those Who Refused to Pay Zakaah" and the subheading "Hadhrat Abu Bakr
@NEWE Consults with the Muhaajireen and the Ansaar about Waging Jihaad and Delivers a
Sefmon in this Regard".
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can be no going back on His word. Allaah has declared:
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Allaah has promised those of you wha_have imaan and. who do good
actions that He will definitely make them successors (of the rulers) on
earth just as He had made those before them successors. {Surah Noor,
verse 55} A
The words of Hadhrat Umar )&@: have also passed(!) when he encouraged the
Muslims to wage Jihaad saying, "Where are those Muhaajireen who were always
leaping towards the promises of Allaah? March to the lands that Allaah has
promised in His Book that He would make you inherit. Allaah has declared:

(Freqy 3),.4){ uSgaJ\dJBZ:,.qu}
To make it (Islaam) dominate over all other religions. {Surah Taubah,
verse 33, Surah Fatah, verse 28 and Surah Saff, verse 9}
Also quoted® are the words of Hadhrat Sa'd bin Abi Waqqaas $J5@% when he
encouraged the Muslims to wage Jihaad saying, "Allaah is definitely True. He has
no partner in His kingdom and never goes back on His word. Allaah The Majestic
declares:
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Without doubt, We have already written in the Zaboor after the

reminder (the Torah) that My pious bondsmen shall inherit the land.

{Surah Ambiyaa, verse 105}
This earth is your legacy and the promlse of your Rabb. For the past three
years, Allaah has give you use of this land. You are feeding others from it and
yourselves eating from it. To this day, you have killed its people (in the wars that
took place), collected their wealth and taken prisoners from amongst them. In
the previous battles, those before you have caused much harm to them. Now
their army has come to you (ihe army of Yazdgird, numbering approximately two
hundred thousand). You are amongst the pride of the Arabs, their nobles, the
cream of every tribe and the most honourable of those you have left behind you.
If you are detached from the world and aspirant to the Aakhirah, Allaah shall
grant you both worlds. This battle cannot take you any closer to your deaths

(1) Under the heading "Hadhrat Umar Bin Khattaab X85 Encourages Jihaad in the Path of Allaah
and Consults with the Sahabah #8&@# in Matters Arising Before him" and the subheading
"Hadhrat Umar )65 Encourages People Towards jihaad".

(2) Under the heading "Hadhrat Sa'd bin Abi Waqqaas S&bs Encourages the Muslims to Wage
Jihaad" and the subheading "The Speech of Hadhrat Sa'd $3\&@4# during the Battle of Qaadisiyyah".
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(because death is predestined). However, if you lose courage, become cowardly

and weak, your strength will leave you and you will be destroying your
Aakhirah."

Conviction in the Words of Rasulullaah {52@‘

Hadhrat Khuzaymah bin Thaabit £8355s
Corroborates the Words of Rasulullaah ”""v

Dispute with a Bedouin
Hadhrat Umaarah bin Khuzaymah bin Thaabit narrates from his uncle who was a
Sahabi that Rasulullaah #3¥ once purchased a horse from a Bedouin.
Rasulullaah 838¥% asked the Bedouin to follow him (home) so that he could give
him the money. The Bedouin however fell behind because Rasulullaah 585 walked
very briskly. Not knowing that Rasulullaah &8 had already purchased the
horse, two men entered into negotiations with the Bedouin to buy the horse.
When one of them offered him a price higher than that which Rasulullaah 28
agreed to pay, the Bedouin called to Rasulullaah #3882 saying, "If you wish to buy
the horse, buy it now. Otherwise, I am going to sell it." Rasulullaah $8% stood
still when he heard this and, returning to the Bedouin, he said, "Did I not already
buy it from you." The Bedouin denied it saying, "No! I swear by Allaah that I
did not sell it to your" "But I did buy it from you," Rasulullaah %38 insisted.
As the two contested the issue, people started gathering around them. The
Bedouin finally said, "Then present a witness to attest that you did buy it from
me." Every Muslim who came by reprimanded the Bedouin saying, "Shame on
you! Rasulullaah 88 speaks nothing but the truth!” In the meantime, Hadhrat
Khuzaymah bin Thaabit-%J&{@% had also come along and heard the exchange of
words between Rasulullaah #28% and the Bedouin. When the Bedouin demanded
a witness from Rasulullaah %3, Hadhrat Khuzaymah %1655 said, "I testify
that you sold it to Rasulullaah &285." Turning to Hadhrat Khuzaymah 4,
Rasulultaah 888 asked, "On what basis do you testify?" Hadhrat Khuzaymah
%)5@ss replied, "On the basis that I believe in you, O Rasulullaah #5285
TheMr Rasulullaah 838 regarded the testimony of Hadhrat Khuzaymah
)55 as equal to the testimony of two men. (1) ‘
Another narration states that Rasulullaah 8885 asked, "O Khuzaymah! On what
basis do you testify when you were not with us?" "O Rasulullaah #2851" he
replied, "When I believe the news you give from the heavens, how can I not
believe what you say?" Rasulullaah #38% then always considered the testimony of
Hadhrat Khuzaymah %)&@% to be equal to the testimony of two men. Another
narration states that Hadhrat Khuzaymah &% said, "I am convinced that you
speak only the truth and we have believed you in matters of our Deen that are
much more important.” Rasulullaah ##8% then permitted his testimony. @

(1) Ibn Sa'd (Vol.4 Pg.378). Abu Dawood (Pg.508) has reported a similar narration.
(2) Ibn Sa'd (Vol.4 Pg.379).

ma




104 THE LIVES OF THE SAHABAH RE)\SIS (vol-3)
Hadhrat Abu Bakr %55 Verifies Rasulullaah
#588%'s Account of his Night Journey

_ (to the heavens)

Hadhrat Aa'isha GE&@% narrates that after Rasulullaah #&% was taken on the
historic night journey to Masjidul Agsa (and then to the heavens), he narrated it
to the people the following morning. On that occasion (by disbelieving it), some
people who had previously profeésed Imaan left the fold of Islaam. The people
then rushed to Hadhrat Abu Bakr &J&@3% saying, "What have you now to say
about your friend who claims that he was taken on a night journey to Baytul
Maqdas?" "Did he say that?" asked Hadhrat Abu Bakr &}&@s%. "Yes, he did," they
confirmed. Hadhrat Abu Bakr &i&@% then said, "If he said it, then He is
speaking the truth." The people exclaimed, "Po you believe that he could have
gone to Baytul Maqdas at night and then returned before dawn?" "Of course,"
Hadhrat Abu Bakr &% said, "In fact, I believe him regarding matters that seem
much more unbelievable than that. [ believe in the news from the heavens that he
brings day and night." It was because of this that Hadhrat Abu Bakr &}
received the title of Siddeeq. (!

Another narration states that on this occasion, some people who had previously
professed Imaan left the fold of Islaam, while others believed (without question).
The incident was in essence a great test for the people. ‘2 Yet another narration
states that after hearing Rasulullaah #88's account, they went to Hadhrat Abu
Bakr )@ saying, "What have you now to say about your friend who says that
he travelled a distanice of a month's journey last night and returned before
dawn?" "Did he say that?" asked Hadhrrat Abu Bakr 4&)&@%... The rest of the
narration is the same as above. ®

Hadhrat Umar &E@%'s Conviction in the Words of
Rasulullaah 8388 Concerning the

_ Extinction of Species
Hadhrat Jaabir bin Abdullaah @@ reports that during the year in which
. Hadhrat Umar ¥)#@# became the Khalifah, the numbers of locusts declined
drastically. When Hadhrat Umar $&®% made enquiries and received no
response, he sent riders to many areas including Shaam and 'Iraq to enquire
whether locusts had been seen or not. A rider eventually retuned from Yemen
with a handful of locusts that he placed before Hadhrat Umar 4)&i#%. When he
saw them, Hadhrat Umar 4}&@% thrice exclaimed, "Allaahu Akbar!! He then said,
"I heard Rasulullaah $88% say, 'Allaah S&3 has created a thousand species;
six hundred in the oceans and four hundred on land. The first of these to
become extinct is the species of locusts. As soon as they become extinct, the

(1) Bayhagqi, as quoted in the 7afSeerof 1bn Katheer (Vol.3 Pg.21).
{2) Abu Nu'aym, as quoted in Muntakhab Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.353).
(3) Ibn Abi Haatim, as quoted in the TafSeer of Ibn Katheer (Vol.3 Pg.7).
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others will follow like (the beads of) a necklace when the string is cut.

Hadhrat Ali ¥&\&W2's Conviction in the Words of

Rasulullaah 42 Concerning his Assassination
Hadhrat Fudhaala bin Abu Fudhaala Ansaari relates, "I accompanied my father
(Hadhrat Abu Fudhaala %)&@#%) to Yamba to visit Hadhrat Ali )&% who had
become extremely ill there. My father who was also a veteran of the Battle of
Badr said to him, 'What keeps you camping at this place? If you die here, there
are none here but the Bedouins of the Banu Juhaynah tribe. Persevere until you
reach 'Madinah and should you die there, your companions will be nearby and
they will perform.the (Janaazah) salaah for you.' Hadhrat Ali &% however
said, 'I shall not die from this illness because Rasulullaah &£8 emphatically
told me that I shall not die until I become the Khalifah and then this (his
beard) becomes dyed with the blood of this (his forehead).'"(z) .
Hadhrat Ali @5 narrates that Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Salaam &&®% one day
came to him as he placed his foot in the stirrup (of his animal, ready to ride off).
"Where do you intend going?" Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Salaam )&% asked.

“When Hadhtat Ali §)&@5 informed him that he was headed for Iraq, Hadhrat
Abdullaah bin Salaam @55 remarked, "Remember that if you go there, .it will
be the sharp edge of a sword that is sure to strike you." Hadhrat Ali {5 says,
"I swear by Allaah that I had heard this from Rasulullaah %88 even before he
(Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Salaam &) said it." @) i
Hadhrat Mu'aawiya bin Jareer narrates that Hadhrat Ali %&\&#% was once
inspecting the cavalrywhen Ibn Muljim passed by. When Hadhrat Ali 4!5&@% asked
him his name, he gave a name other than that of his father. "You are lying,"
Hadhrat Ali $J6@5% told him. When he eventually gave his father's name, Hadhrat
Ali 8)8@5% said, "Now you have spoken the truth. (Turning to the others, Hadhrat
Ali $)555 said) Rasulullaah 833 informed me that my assassin will be a man
frorr(\4)amongst the Jews and this man is from them. Nevertheless, let him
go."

Hadhrat Ubaydah narrates that whenever Hadhrat Ali $)&@% saw Ibn Muljim, he
would recite the following couplet (which means): '

"While 1 wish him life, he wishes to kill me

Bring me an excuse from a friend from the Muraad® clan”(©)

Hadhrat Abu Tufayl narrates that he was with Hadhrat Ali bin Abi Taalib &5
wheh Abdur Rahmaan bin Muljim came. After issuing instructions for his
allowance to be given to him, Hadhrat Ali 435@# pointed towards his beard and

(1) Abu Ya'la, as quoted in the Tafseerof 1bn Katheer (Vol.2 Pg.131).

(2) Ahmad in his Zawaa'id, Ibn Abi Shaybah, Bazzaar, Haarith, Abu Nu'aym, Bayhagi in his Dalaa'i and
Ibn Asaakir, as quoted in Muntakhab Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.5 Pg.59).

(3) Humaydi, Bazzaar, Abu Ya'la, Ibn Hibbaan, Haakim and others, as quoted in Muntakhab Kanzul
Ummaal (Vol.5 Pg.59).

(4) Ibn Adi and Ibn Asaakir, as quoted in Muntakhab Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.5 Pg.62).

(5) Ibn Muljim bBelonged to the Muraad clan.

(6) Abdur Razzaaq, Ibn Sa'd and Wakee, as quoted in Muntakhab Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.5 Pg.61).
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said, "None can stop this wretch from dying, from the top with this (the blood of
my forehead)." Hadhrat Ali &36i@% then recited the following couplets (which
mean): ' ‘

"Bolster your heart for death because death shall come your way

And never fear being murdered when murder arrives at your valley”)

Hadhrat Ammaar &&Ws%'s Conviction in the Words

of Rasulullaah #2%%£ Concerning his Death
Hadhrat Ummu Ammaar @86 who brought Hadhrat Ammaar &5 up
reports that when Hadhrat Ammaar $¥J&@% became very ill one day, he said, "I
am not going to die from this illness because my beloved friend Rasulullaah (28
“informed me that 1 will be killed in a battle between two warring armies of
Mu'mineen." ()
Already quoted in the chapter discussing the enthusiasm of the Sahabah )
to dieinthe pathof Allaah!® are his words when he said, "I am to meet Al Jabbaar
{Allaah) and marry the damsels of Jannah! Today I shall meet my beloved friends,
Muhammad #88 and his companions because Rasulullaah %88 informed me
that the last provision of my worldly life shall be the curds of milk."
Also in the same chapter the narration has passed stating that Hadhrat Ammaar
bin Yaasir &)&@% was fighting in the Battle of Siffeen but was not martyred. He
then approached Hadhrat Ali &% and said, "O Ameerul Mu'mineen! This is
that very day (about which Rasulullaah 8588 said that ! would be martyred. How
come | am still alive?)." Hadhrat Ali )&% replied, "Do not worry about that."
This occurred three times until Hadhrat Ammaar &}&#% was given some milk.
He drank it and said, "Indeed, Rasulullaah #8# said that this (milk) will be the
last drink that I shall drink in this world." He then stood up and fought until
he was martyred.
Hadhrat Khaalid bin Waleed &% reports from the daughter of Hishaam bin
Waleed bin Mughiera E8G&@ who nursed Hadhrat Ammaar )&% that Hadhrat
Mu'aawiya $)&@5 once visited Hadhrat Ammaar )&% when he was ill. When
he left, Hadhrat Mu'aawiya %)&id% said, "O Allaah! Do not let his death be on
our hands because I have heard Rasulullaah $3% say that it will be a
rebellious group that will kill Ammaar.” 4

Hadhrat Abu Dharr &&i@%'s Conviction in the
Words of Rasulullaah #38% Concerning his Death

Hadhrat Ibraheem bin Ashtar narrates from his father that when death
approached Hadhrat Abu Dharr %%, his wife started to weep. "What makes
you weep?" he asked. "I am weeping," she said, "because I do not have the

(1) Ibn Sa'd and Abu Nu'aym, as quoted in Muntakhab Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.5 Pg.59).

(2) Ibn Asaakir, as quoted in Muntakhab Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.5 Pg.247).

(3) Under the heading "Miscellaneous Stories about the Enthusiasm of the Sahabah #8&i#s to Fight
in the path of Allaah" and the subheading "“The Enthusiasm of Hadhrat Ammaar bin Yaasir 15
to Fight in the Path of Allaah".

(4) Abu Ya'la and Ibn Asaakir, as quoted in Muntakhab Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.5 Pg.247).

1047, #
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strength to bury you or a cloth large enough to shroud you." "Do not weep," he
consoled her, "because 1 was part of a group of persons to whom Rasulullazh
#3848 said, 'One of you shall certainly die in a wilderness in the presence of a
party of Mu'mineen.' Since every person from that group has passed away in a
city amongst large numbers of people, It will definitely be I who will die in a
wilderness. By Allaah! Neither am I lying nor did Rasulullaah %&£ tell me a lie.
Go watch the road.” She said, "But the people performing Hajj have long stopped
travelling and the road is closed."

She however still ran to a hillock, stood upon it and looked (to the road). (When
"she saw no one,) She then returned to nurse Hadhrat Abu Dharr &&@35.
Thcreafter she would again run to the hillock. As she was busy doing this, she
suddenly noticed some travellers whose animals were carrying them along
swiftly, appearmg like vumlres peghed on their carriages. When she waved to
them w\ltellirzheet they turned towards her. As they reached her and asked her

what the-matter was, she replied, "There is @ man from amongst the Muslims °
who is about to-pass away. Will you please shroud him (and bury him)?" "Who is
this man?" they enquired. As soon as she informed them that he was Hadhrat Abu
Dharr 6%, they all exclaimed, "May our parents be sacrificed for him!" They
then whipped their animals and raced towards him.

When they reached him, Hadhrat Abu Dharr &% said, "Congratulations to you
(because Rasulullaah #32 had referred to you as Mu'mineen)!" He then related
the Hadith to them and said, "I have heard Rasulullaah %8 say that when two or
three children of a couple pass away and they exercise patience and anticipate
rewards from Allaah, they will not even see Jahannam. Do listen well. Had 1 a
sheet large enough to be my burial shroud, I would have not want to be
shrouded in anything else but that which is my own. Similarly, if my wife had a
sheet large enough to be my burial shroud, I would have not want to be
shrouded in anything else but that which is hers. (However, we have nothing of
the sort, so we appeal to one of you to give something). 1 however plead to you in
the name of Allaah and Islaam that no such person should provide the shroud
who has been a governor, a chief, a leader or an envoy."

Every member of the group had assumed one of these posts at some stage
besides a young man from the Ansaar, who said, "I shall provide the shroud
because 1 have not assumed any of the positions you have mentioned. 1 shall
shroud you in the shawl I am wearing and two more sheets in my bag that my
mother had woven for me." Hadhrat Abu Dharr &J&@% said, "You should then be
the one to shroud me." The young Ansaari then shrouded Hadhrat Abu Dharr
ISP in the presence of the group. Amongst the group was Hujr bin Adbar and
Maalik Ashtar and all of them hailed from Yemen. (!

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood &% narrates that Hadhrat Uthmaan &5
had sent Hadhrat Abu Dharr %)\§@% to a place called Rabdha, where his death
came to him. At the time, there was none with him besides his wife and slave. His

(1) Ibn Sa'd (Vol.4 Pg.233).
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parting instructions to them was, "Bathe me, shroud me and then place me in the
centre of the road. Then say to the first passing caravan, 'This is Abu Dharr a
companion of Rasulullaah #%. Do assist us in burying him." When he passed
away, the two did as he instructed and placed him in the centre if the road.

It was Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ¥&i¥5 with a group of people from Iraq
who happened to pass by on their way to performing Umrah. It was the sight of a
corpse on the road that startled the party just as their camels were about to
trample upon it. Hadhrat Abu Dharr &J&i@'s slave then approached them saying,
"This is Abu Dharr a companion of Rasulullaah #8#5. Do assist us in burying
him." Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood @ burst out crying loudly as he said,
"Rasulullaah 885 spoke the truth when he said (to Hadhrat Abu Dharr 45@:5),
'You walk by yourself, will die by yourself and will be resurrected by yourself."
He then dismounted along with his companions and they buried Hadhrat Abu
Dharr 8@%. Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood 4}&@5% then informed the people
about Hadhrat Abu Dharr £J&#% and what Rasulullaah %% had mentioned to
him on the journey to Tabook. (1)

Hadhrat Khuraym bin Aws &JE@%'s Conviction in
the Words of Rasulullaah ¢ Concerning

Shaymaa bint Bugaylah

Hadhrat Khuraym bin Aws &% relates, "I migrated to Rasulullaah $5%¥£ and
met him upon his return from Tabook, when I accepted Islaam. I heard
Rasulullaah #38 say, 'l have been shown the city of Heera together with
Shaymaa bint Buqaylah from the Azd tribe riding a white mule and wearing a
black Starf.' 'O Rasulullaah #88 1 said, 'When we conquer Heera and find her as
you have described, may I have her (as my slave)?' 'She is yours,’ Rasulullaah
OB replied. /

(After the-demise of Rasulullaah $53) When people started leaving the fold of
Islaam, no one from (my tribe) the Banu Tay left islaam. We then marched to
Heera with Khaalid bin Waleed &J&#% and the first sight that met us as we
entered the city was Shaymaa bint Buqaylah just as Rasulullaah 285 had
described her. She was riding a white mule and wearing a black scarf. 1
immediately seized her saying, 'She is the one whom Rasulullaah 28 described
to me.' When Khaalid bin Waleed )@ asked me for witnesses, Muhammad
bin Maslama ¥}5% and Muhammad bin Basheer 4&#% both from the Ansaar
stood witness for me. He then made her over to me. When he came to make a
treaty {with the Muslims) Shaymaa's brother Abdul Maseeh bin Buqaylah offered
to buy. her from me. 'I shall accept nothing less than ten hundreds for her,’ I told
him. He readily gave me a thousand Dirhams and I handed her over to him.
When the other Muslims told me that he would have easily paid me a hundred
thousand had I asked for it (because he was extremely wealthy), I submitted, 'l

(1) Ibn Sa'd (Vol.4 Pg.234).
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never knew that there existed a number greater than ten hundreds.™(!

Hadhrat Mugheirah bin Shu'ba &J&@s% is Convinced
by the Words of Rasulullaah %8 Promising

, assistance and Victory
Hadhrat Jubayr bin Hayya reports, "When the Kaafir leader Bandaarfaan sent a
message that the Muslims send someone to him for negotiations, Hadhrat
Mugheirah bin Shu'ba %355 was selected for the task. I can actually picture him
with his long hair and one eye. Hadhrat Mugheirah 43\&i5

&g proceeded to see the
leader and when he returned, we asked him what he said. He said, '1 praised
Allaah and then said, 'We lived in a most remote place, were the hungriest of
people, the most ill-fortuned of them and furthest from prosperity until Allaah
sent a Nabi to us. He promised us assistance (Allaah's) in this world and Jannah
in the Aakhirah. We have then continued to know only victory and assistance
from our Rabb &P every since Rasulullaah #5285 came to us. We have now
come to you where we see a vast kingdom and prosperous lives. By Allaah! (After
seeing all of this,) We shall now never return to our ill-fortuned times. We shall
now either take control over everything in your hands or be killed in your
land."®

Hadhrat Jubayr bin Hayya also narrates a lengthy Hadith in which an army under
the command of Hadhrat Nu'maan bin Mugarrin &% was sent to the people
of Ahwaaz. When they requested for someone to be sent to them, Hadhrat
Mugheirah bin Shu'ba &% was sent. When the interpreter asked, "What kind
of people are you?" Hadhrat Mugheirah &5 replied, "We are Arabs who had
suffered immense misfortune and hardship for a very long time. Out of hunger,
we were forced to suck on leather and date stones. Our clothing was made of
animals hair and wool and we worshipped trees and rocks. Suffering in this
condition, the Rabb of the heavens and the earth sent to us a Nabi from our own
people, whose parents we knew well. Our Nabi Rasulullaah #5885 instructed us to
fight you people until you either worship the One Allaah or pay the Jizyah. Our
Nabi Rasulullaah ###£ also conveyed to us the message of our Rabb that any of
us who die (while fighting) shall go to Jannah where he will enjoy bounties that
have never been seen before. As for those of us who survive, they will have you
people as slaves." )

The Conviction of Hadhrat Abu Dardaa %)@ in
the Words Rasulullaah $&8: Taught him for

Protection

Hadhrat Talq narrates thataman once came to Hadhrat Abu Dardaa &5 saying,

(1) Abu Nu'aym in his Dalaa'il (Pg.196) and Tabraani, as quoted in /saabah (Vol.1 Pg.224). Bukhaari
has reported a similar narration in brief and Ibn Mandah in detail, as quoted in /saabah (Vol.3
Pg.371).

(2) Abu Nu'aym in his Dalaa'il (Pg.198).

(3) Bayhaqi in his Asmaa was Sifaat (Pg.148), as narrated by Bukhaari. Abu Nu'aym has also reported
the narration in his Dalaa'il (Pg.199)
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"O Abu Dardaa! Your house has burnt down!" "It could not have burnt," Hadhrat
Abu Dardaa &&®% said. Another person then came with the same news and
again Hadhrat Abu Dardaa %&J&i@% adamantly said, "It could not have burnt."
Eventually a third person came to him saying, "O Abu Dardaa! A fire raged
(through your street) but went off as soon as it reached your house." Hadhrat Abu
Dardaa 4&J&@s said, "I knew that Allaah would never do that (never allow my
house to burn down)." "O Abu Dardaa &35! the people said, "We do not know
which of your words are more astonishing; whether it is 'It could not have burnt'
or 'I knew that Allaah would never do that'.”

Hadhrat Abu Dardaa %)&i% then explained, "That is because of some words that
1 heard from Rasulullaah #3885 Whoever recites them in the morning will not
suffer any calamity until the evening. (The words are:)
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"O Allaah! You are my Rabb. There is none worthy of worship but You.
In You do 1 place my trust and You are the Rabb of the Glorious Throne.
Whatever Allaah wills shall happen and what He does not will can never
happen. There is no power or might but with the High and Majestic
Allaah. I know that Allaah has power over all things and that He has
knowledge of all things. O Allaah! I seek Your protection from the evil
within me and from the evil of every creature over which You have
control. Indeed my Rabb is (the One Who guides people) on the straight
path." (1

Statements of the Sahabah #)&®% that have Been
Quoted Previously Concerning Conviction in the

Words of Rasulullaah #8855

In the chapter of Dawah!®), the words of Hadhrat Adi )@ have been quoted
who said, "I swear by the Being in whose control is my life, the third prophesy
shall also come true because Rasulullaah #38 said it."

Also quoted® were the words Hadhrat Hishaam bin Al Aas &)&®% and other
Sahabah #&J&Ed% who said to Jabala bin Ayham, "By Allaah! We shall soon be
taking from you this place where you sit and we shall also be taking the kingdom
of your high emperor (Heraclius), Inshaa Allaah! Our prophet Muhammad %885

(1) Bayhaqi in his Asmaa was Sifaat (Pg.125).

{2) Under the heading "Rasulullaah %538 pPreaches to Individuals" and the subheading "Rasulullaah
&3 Invites Hadhrat Adi bin Haatim 6455 to Islaam".

(3) Under the heading "The Sahabah #&i5@%% Dispatch Individuals and Groups to Give Da'wah" and the
subheading "Hadhrat Hishaam bin Al Aas &)@ and others are sent to Heraclius".
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has informed us of this."

In the chapter discussing the importance Hadhrat Abu Bakr $&}&@% gave to
dispatching armies to Shaam(!) were the words of Hadhrat Ali £ to Hadhrat
Abu Bakr &), He said, "I feel that whether you march against them yourself
or whether you send others against them, you will have Allaah's assistance, Inshaa
Allaah." Hadhrat Abu Bakr &5 said, "May Allaah always give you good news!
How do you know this?" Hadhrat Ali &5 replied, "I have heard Rasulullaah
¥5%E£ say that this Deen will always dominate those who oppose it until the
Deen and its adherents are victorious." Hadhrat Abu Bakr &)J&@2 exclaimed,
"Subhaanallaah! What a beautiful Hadith! You have made me very happy with
this. May Allaah always keep you happy."

Soon to be narrated in the chapter discussing the unseen assistance that Allaah
gave the Muslims shall be the narration in which Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar
@)5uss grabbed hold of a lion's ear, pinched it and removed it from the road
saying, "Rasulullaah ##8£ has not spoken an untruth about you. I heard
Rasulullaah #3%£ say, 'Only that which man fears shall gain the upper hand
over him. If man fears only Allaah, nothing but Allaah will have the upper hand
over him."

Conviction in the Recompense for Actions

The Conviction of Hadhrat Abu Bakr ¥JE@% in the
| Recompense for Actions

e

Hadhrat Abu Asmaa narrates that Hadhrat Abu Bakr &% was once having

lunch with Rasulullaah $2% when the verse was revealed:

(heveal i3 3»~'>< el 235 JL‘*‘ dw-j v peE 235 d‘-w Jan u*’}
Whoever (sincerely) does an atom's weight of good will see it (its
consequences when he is rewarded for it) and whoever does an atom's
weight of evil (without securing Allaah’s forgiveness for it) will see it (its
consequences when he is punished for it). {Surah Zilzaal, verses 7,8}

Hadhrat Abu Bakr %)&@5% stopped eating and said, "O Rasulullaah $38E1 will we
see (be punished for) each and every evil that we perpetrate?” Rasulullaah $388%
replied, "Everything that happens to you (in this world) which you dislike is
retribution (for your sins), while the rewards for good deeds will be given to
those who deserve them in the Aakhirah." ) ~

Another narration states that Rasulullaah &8 replied, "O Abu Bakr! Do you see
everything that happens which you dislike? Weli, these are from (the punishment

for) the weight of sins while the (rewards for the) weight of good deeds will be

(1) Under the heading "Hadhrat Abu Bakr &J&i% Ensures that Armies are Dispatched in the Path of
Allaah. He Encourages the Muslims to March in Jihaad and Consults with the Sahabah #&Gis
About Fighting the Romans" and the subheading "Hadhrat Ali ¥)\&@% Gives Glad Tidings to
Hadhrat Abu Bakr &8, Who is Pleased by this and then Delivers a Lecture to Motivate the

Sahabah #&4% to March in Jihaad".

(2) Ibn Abi Shaybah, Ibn Rahway, Abd bin Humayd, Haakim and others.
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kept in store for you and be given in full on the Day of Qiyaamah. Confirmation
for this appears in Allaah's Book where He says:
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(O mankind!) The misfortunes that afflict you (in this world) are a result
of the (evil) actions you earn, and fbecause of your many sins, you
deserve to suffer even more adversities, but) Allaah pardons a great
deal (of your sins, because of which you are spared many more

. hardships). {Surah Shura, verse 30D
Hadhrat Abu Bakr 4@ reports that he was once with Rasulullaah §%8% when
the verse was revealed:
(\\'Tc..J:;L-J 8)9) é ‘;y:ﬂ: i; @j ;Ui 033 &: ﬁl:r.:» ';3 ? t’U;:’r: 1 :3:» J:ua’f :J;

Whoever commits an evil act will m/eet (receive) its punishment and will

not find for himself any friend nor any assistant besides Allaah. {Surah

Nisaa, verse 123} »
Rasulullaah #388 then said, "O Abu Bakr! Should I not recite to you a verse that
was just revealed to me?" When Hadhrat Abu Bakr &I&@% asked to hear it,
Rasulullaah #3%€ recited it for him. Hadhrat Abu Bakr %)@ says, "All 1 know is
that it seemed my back was about to break, causing me to yawn. 'What is the
matter with you, O Abu Bakr?' Rasululaah %88 asked.' I said, 'O Rasulullaah
#3%%1 Which of us do not sin? Will we be punished for everything we do wrong?"
Rasulullaah ##8 replied, 'As for you and the Mu'mineen, you will suffer
retribution (for your sins) in this world so that you have no sins to your
account when you meet Allaah. However, the_ others (the Kuffaar) shall have
their accounts accrued until they are punished for it on the Day of
Qiyaamah."?)
Hadhrat Abu Bakr &% once asked, "O Rasulullaah #5885 When we will be
punished for every sin, who can keep himself in good stead after the verse:
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Whoever commits an evil act will meet (receive) its punishment...

{Surah Nisaa, verse 123}
Rasulullaah %88 said, "May Allaah forgive you, O Abu Bakr! Do you not fall ill?
Do you not get tired? Do you never feel depressed? DO you never suffer
hardship? Do calamities never befall you?” "These things do happen,” Hadhrat
Abu Bakr 1655 replied. Rasulullaah #& then said, "This is the retribution
(for your sins) in this world." )

The Conviction of Hadhrat Umar bin Khattaab

&5 in the Recompense for Actions
Hadhrat Muhammad bin Muntashir narrates that a man once came to Hadhrat
(1) Ibn Mardway, as quoted in Kanzu/ Ummaal (Vol.1 Pg.275).
(2) Abd bin Humayd, Tirmidhi and Ibn Mundhir. Tirmidhi has commented on the chain of narrators.

(3) Ahmad, Tbn Mundhir, Abu Ya'la, Ibn Hibbaan, Haakim, Bayhaqi and others, as quoted in Kanzu/
Ummaal (Vol.1 Pg.239).
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Umar $&@% saying, "I know which is the harshest verse in Allaah's Book."
(Because referring to a verse of the Qur'aan as being harsh is disrespectful)
Hadhrat Umar @&&E@% got down and struck the man with his lash saying, "Have
you studied the verse so deeply that you know all about it?" The man then went
away. The following morning Hadhrat Umar 4}&@% said to the man, "Which

verse were you referring to yesterday?" The man said that it was the verse:

OYr el islad 839) @ tlt.gf.z’,:: oy J;.;j o
Whoever commits an evil act will meet (receive) its punishment...
{Surah Nisaa, verse 123}
He then said, "(This means that) Since every one of us commits sins, we wi%t;e
punished for it." Hadhrat Umar %% said, "When this verse was revealed,
neither did we enjoy food nor drink until Allaah relieved us by revealing the

verse:
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Whoever commits a /minor) sin or wrongs himself (by committing a
major sin) and then seeks Allaah's forgiveness, he will surely find that
Allaah is Most Forgiving, Most Merciful. {Surah Nisaa, verse 110}{!)

The Conviction of Hadhrat Amr bin Samurah

&)5we and Hadhrat Imraan bin Husayn &)&5@%
Hadhrat Tha'laba ¥}&@5% narrates that Hadhrat Amr bin'Samurah bin Habeeb bin
Abdush Shams &4 once came to Rasulullaah 88 and said, "O Rasulullaah
#5421 1 have stolen a camel from a certain tribe, so please do cleanse me." When
Rasulullaah %388 sent a message to the people of the tribe, they confirmed that
one of their camels were missing. Rasulullaah §2% then gave instructions for his
hand to be amputated, upon which he said (to his hand), "All praise belongs to
Allaah Who has cleansed me of you who wanted to admit my entire body into
Jahannam." ®)

Hadhrat Hasan narrates that some friends went to visit Hadhrat Imraan bin
Husayn %J&@% when he was suffering from a disease. One of them said, "We are
extremely distressed by what we see of your ailing body.” "Do not be distressed
by what you see," he said, "What you see is because of my sins and those that
Allaah has forgiven (without punishing me) are even more." He then recited the
verse:
s Zs e 3lses sty s ee s st ey b sw s Ko s tTas
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The misfortunes that afflict you (in this world) are a result of the (evil)
actions you earn, and (because of your many sins, you deserve to suffer

(1) Ibn Raahway, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.1 Pg.239).
(2) Ibn Maajah, as quoted in the TafSeerof 1bn Katheer (Vol.2 Pg.56).
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even more adversities, but) Allaah pardons a great deal (of your sins,
because of which you are spared many more hardships). {Surah Shura,
verse 30}(1)

The Belief of Hadhrat Abu Bakr 4JE{¥2 and another

Sahabi )&% Concerning Recompense

The narration has already been quoted!? that when death came to one of
Hadhrat Abu Bakr %1&#%'s sons, the youngster kept looking at the pillow. After
he has passed away, the people informed Hadhrat Abu Bakr &J&@% that they
noticed his son looking towards the pillow. When they lifted the corpse off the
pillow, they noticed five or six Dinaars beneath it. Hadhrat Abu Bakr &J&@s5 hit
one hand on to the other saying, "Innaa Lillaahi wa Innaa Ilayhi Raaji‘oon! I do
not think that your skin will be able to withstand (the punishment for not
spending in Sadagah) those Dinaars." (3)

Also previously quoted in the chapter discussing swearing at a Muslim‘® are the
words of Rasulullaah &% to a man who came to enquire about his slaves.
Rasulullaah $#8% said, "On the Day of Qiyaamah, their cheating, disobedience
and lies will be calculated together with the punishment you gave them. If your
punishment is equal to their wrongs, the slate will be clean and you will neither
have anything for you or against you. However, if your punishment exceeds their
wrongs, they will be allowed to have revenge for the excess." The man then
stepped aside and started crying loudly. Rasulullaah &85 then said, "Did you not
read (in the Qur'aan) that Allaah says:
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On the Day of Qiyaamah, We will erect the scales of justice (to weigh
the good and bad actions of people) and no soul will be oppressed
(wronged) in the least. Even if a deed (good or bad) is equal to the
weight of a mustard seed, We shall bring it (to be weighed on the
scales). We suffice as Reckoners (and need no one else for the task).
{Surah Ambiyaa, verse 47} —
The man then said, "O Rasulullaah 838! | see nothing for them and myself better
than being separated from each other. I make you witness that they are all
free."®

(1) Tbn Abi Haatim, as quoted in the 7afseerof Ibn Katheer (Vol.4 Pg.116).

(2) Uhcler the heading "Rebuking and Advising Caution to those who. Do Not Abstain from Worldly

Luxuries and Who Indulge themselves” and the subheading "The Incident of Hadhrat Abu Bakr

¥)E05% and a Son of his who was About to Pass Away".

3) ad and Abu Nu'aym as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.2 Pg.145).

(4) Under the subheading "A Narration of Hadhrat Aa'isha W@ Concerning a man who Swore his
Slave".

(5) Tirmidhi, reporting from reliable sources.
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The Strength of the Imaan of the
Sahabah #&EjERs5
The Sahabah &5 Abide by the verse "Whether you

make known what is in your hearts or hide it..."

Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah %)\%@% narrates that the Sahabah #&E{% felt a hard blow
when Allah revealed the verse:
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(To Allaah belongs whatever is in the heavens and whatever is in the

earth. Whether you 'make known what is in your hearts or hide it,

Allaah will bring you to account for it (wil/ remind you of it on the Day

of Qiyaamah). He forgives whoever He wills and punishes whoever He

wills. Allaah has control over all things fownership, knowledge and

control of everything are in Allaah's hands). {Surah Bagarah, verse 284}
They approached Rasulullaah 8538, knelt down and said, "O Rasulullaah 45851
We have been instructed to do something that is beyond our capabilities."
Rasulullaah $88 said, "Do you wish to say what the people given the two
previous books!!) before you said when they stated, 'We hear and we disobey!
Rather say, "We hear and we obey. (We ask) Your forgiveness, (O) our Rabb. To
You is our return." When the Sahabah #&&@##% started to say the same words and
their tongues grew accustomed to it, Allaah followed the verses up with the
following:
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The Rasool (Muhammad 8 ) believed in that which has been revealed
to him from his Rabb and (so doj) the Mu'mineen. Each one believes in
Allaah, His angels, His Books and His Rusul. (They say) "We make no
distinction between one and another messenger (we believe in every
one of them, unlike others like the Jews and the Christians who reject
some prophets)," and they say, "We hear (Allaah's commands) and we
obey. (We ask) Your forgiveness, (O) our Rabb. To You is our return."
{Surah Bagarah, verse 285}
When this happened, Allaah abrogated the initial decree by revealing:

s
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(1) The Jews and the Christians who were given the Torah and Injeel respectively.
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Aliaah does not place on a soul a responsibility (duty) except what is
within its capability (Allaah shall therefore not take one to task for
involuntary thoughts that enter one'’s mind). 1t (every soul) shall receive
to its favour that (good acts) which it had earned and to its harm shall
be what {sins) it had carried out. (Sgy,) "O our Rabb, do not take us to
task if we forget or make mistakes (do not punish us if we do wrong
through forgetfulness or by mistake). Our Rabb, do not place such
responsibilities (duties) on us as You had placed on those before us.
Our Rabb, do not enforce on us that which we do not have the strength
to bear. Overlook (our sins), forgive us and have mercy on us. You are
our Protector so assist us against the nation of Kaafiroon." {Surah
Baqarah, verse 286}(1)
Hadhrat Mujaahid says that he once approached Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas
@S@# and said, "I was with Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar &J&@% when he
recited a verse and started weeping." "What is the verse?" Hadhrat Abdullaah bin
Abbaas &I&@% enquired. Hadhrat Mujaahid replied that it was the verse:
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Whether you make known what is in your hearts or hide it, Allaah will
bring you to account for it (will remind you of it on the Day of
Qiyaamah). He forgives whoever He wills and punishes whoever He
wills. Allaah has control over all things fownership, knowledge and
control of everything are-in Allaah's hands). {Surah Bagarah, verse 284}

- Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas ¥)&i% explained, "When this verse was revealed,

it filled the Sahabah #&@ % with worry and extreme anxiety. 'O Rasulullaah

¥BBET they said,"'We are destroyed! While we may be taken to task for what we

say and do, our hearts are beyond our control (we cannot control our thoughts).'

Rasulullaah ¢85 said, 'Say, 'We hear and we obey'." When they said 'We hear and

we obey', the decree was abrogated by the verse:
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The Rasool (Muhammad %885 ) believed in that which has been revealed
to him from his Rabb and (so do) the Mu'mineen. Each one believes in

(1) Ahmad. Muslim has reported a similar narration.
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Allaah, His angels, His Books and His Rusul. (They say) ”We make no
distinction between one and another messenger (we believe in every
one of them, unlike others like the Jews and the Christians who reject
some prophets)," and they say, "We hear (Allaah’s commands) and we
obey. (We ask) Your forgiveness, (O) our Rabb. To You is our return."
Allaah does not place on a soul a responsibility (duty) except what is
within its capability (Allaah shall therefore not take one to task for
involuntary thoughts that enter one's mind). It (every soul) shall receive
to its favour that.(good acts) which it had earned and to its harm shall
be what (sins) it had carried out. {Surah Baqarah, verses 285, 286}
People are therefore excused for their thoughts and will be taken to task only for
what they actually do." b
A brief narration states that Rasulullaah #388% advised the Sahabah #&J&i5 to say,
"We hear, we obey and we accept". Allaah then entrenched Imaan into their
hearts. @

The Response of the Sahabah #&&@s to the verse
"Those who do not mix their Imaan with
wrong-doing"

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood %% narrates that it was a hard blow to the

Sahabah #&1&@% when Allaah revealed the verse:

(AYaal R HE YWY q,l.b e L;.’;H,.’J,:B}
Those who do not mix their Imaan with Dhulm (wrong-doing)... {Surah
An'aam, verse 82}
They repaired to Rasulullaah ¢ thus, "Which of us does not commit Dhulm
(wrongs)?" Rasulullaah #8 clarified the matter saying, "It is not as you think. (Dhulm
in this context does not refer to mere wrong-doing). Luqmaan said to his son:
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"O my beloved son! Do not commit Shirk Allaah. Wlthout doubt, Shirk
is the worst Dhulm. {Surah Lugmaan, verse 13}
(The word Dhulm in the verse therefore refers to Shirk and not just any sin). (3)
Another narration states that when the verse:

(A\‘uyj:,.la.ﬂ 8)ge) {f‘b :..;l;;\ ‘;.L:J; ;j}}
Those who do not mix their Imaan with Dhulm (wrong-doing)... {Surah
An'aam, verse 82}
was revealed, Rasulullaah #328% said, "I was told (by Allaah) that I am amongst
such people." @)

(1) Ahmad.

{2) Ahmad. Muslim and Ibn Jareer have reported a similar narration, as quoted in the Tafseer of Ibn
Katheer (Vol.1 Pg.338).

(3) Ibn Abi Haatim and Bukhaari.

(4) Ibn Mardway, as quoted in the TafSeerof 1bn Katheer (Vol.2 Pg.153).
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The Response of the Ladies of the Sahabah &&d2
when Allaah revaled the verse: "And they should

wear their scarves over their Chests"
Hadhrat Safiyya bint Shaybah G8&i% reports that they were once with Hadhrat
Aa'isha GEEB% discussing the women of the Quraysh and their virtues. Hadhrat
Aa'isha G8E@% remarked, "No doubt the women of the Quraysh have great
virtues, but 1 swear by Allaah that I have not seen women better than the women
of the Ansaar. They were the strongest believers in the Qur'aan and in revelation.
When Allaah revealed the verse of Surah Noor:

(T’\c..ﬁ:),} 3y ge) {U’ :;-g;;; ULLE :)f_zi;i &:’,:“"‘;‘33
And they should wear their scarves over their chests. {Surah Noor, verse 31}

their men went to the them to recite the verse to them. Every man recited the
verse to his wife, his daughter, his sister and to every Mahram of his. Every one
of these women took their decorated shawls and wrapped it around themselves
because of their strong faith in what Allaah has revealed in His Book. The
following morning they all performed salaah behind Rasulullaah 88 with their
shawls wrapped (and protruding above their heads because of its large size) and
looking as if there were crows perched on their heads." (1)

The Incident of an Old Man who had Committed
many Sins and the Incident of Hadhrat Abu
Farwah &g

Hadhrat Makhool narrates that an extremely old man whose eyebrows had
actually fallen over his eyes once came and said, "O Rasulullaah ¢88%1 There is a
man who had been treacherous and sinful. There was not a passion (right or
wrong) that he did not grab at with his right hand and should his sins be
distributed amongst the inhabitants of the earth, they would all be destroyed. Is
there any repentance for him?" "Have you accepted Islaam?" Rasulullaah 885
asked. The old man said, "I testify that there is none worthy of worship but Allaah
and I testify that Muhammad 88 is the servant and Rasul of Allaah."
Rasulullaah #3%& then said, "As long as you remain like this (as a Muslim), Allaah
shall forgive all your treachery and sins and convert all your evils into good
deeds." "O Rasulullaah 281" The man said, "All my treachery and sins?" "Yes,"
Rasulullaah ¢ assured him, "all your treachery and sins.” The man then left
reciting “Allaahu Akbar"and "Laa llaaha Illallaah Muhammadur Rasulullaah”®

Hadhrat Abu Farwah 45/ narrates that a man once came to Rasulullaah ¢
saying, "O Rasulullaah §331 Tell me about a man who had committed every type
of sin and has not left any passion unfulfilled. Can he repent?” "Have you
accepted Islaam?" Rasulullaah 38 asked. When the confirmed that he did,

(1) Ibn Abi Haatim and Abu Dawood, as quoted in the 7afSeer of ibn Katheer (Vol.3 Pg.284).
(2) Ibn Abi Haatim.
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Rasulullaah #2£ said, "Do good deeds and abstain from evil. Allaah will then
convert them all (your past sins) into good deeds." The man said, "Even all my
treachery and sins?" "Certainly," Rasulullaah 8% assured him. The man then
continued calling o8t "Allaahu Akbar"untif he disappeared from sight. ()

The Incident of a Sinful Woman and Hadhrat
Abu Hurayrah 5%

Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah $3&#5% relates, "A woman once came to me and asked, 'Is
there any repentance for me when I have committed adultery, given birth to a
child and then killed it?' 'Not at all!' I cried out, 'Neither can you expect and
goodness or honour.' She then got up (and left) with deep remorse. After
performing the Fajr salaah behind Rasulullaah #388%, 1 related to him what the
lady had said and what reply I gave her. Rasulullaah #3 said, 'Your reply was a
terrible one indeed! Do you not recite the verse:
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(Ar Rahmaan's bondsmen are) Those who do not call to (do not
worship) another Ilaah with Allaah, who only kill a soul forbidden by
Allazgh with a warrant (when required to execute a person whom a
court of Shariah sentences to death), and (they are those) who do not
fornicate. Whoever commits these (sins of Shirk, murder, adultery or
fornication) shall meet with a grave punishment. (In fact,) Punishment
will be multiplied for him on the Day of Qiyaamah and he shall remain
" disgraced in it (punishment) forever. Except for those who (sincerely)
repent, accept imaan and perform good actions. For such people Allaah
will convert their sins into good deeds. Allaah is Ever Most Forgiving,
Most Merciful. {Surah Furqaan, verses 68-70}
When | then recited these verses to the woman, she fell down in Sajdah saying,
"All praise belongs to Allaah Who has created an escape for me." )
Another narration states that she cried out, "O dear! Has this beauty been created
for Jahannam?" The same narration further says that after leaving Rasulullaah
%88, Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah &J&%$ searched for the woman throughout the
neighbourhood of Madinah but was unable to find her. It was only when she
came to him the following night that he was able to inform her about what
Rasuluilaah #28% said. She then fell down in Sajdah saying, "All praise belongs to
Allaah Who has created an escape for me and had allowed me repentance from
my actions." She then set free a slave woman she owned together with the slave's

(1) Tabraani, as quoted in the 7afseerof 1bn Katheer (Vol.3 Pg.328),
{2) Ibn Abi Haatim.
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child and proceeded to repent sincerely to Allaah. (1)

The Response of Rasulullaah ##'s Poets when
Allaah Revealed the verse: "Only deviant people

follow the poets"
Hadhrat Abul Hasan the freed slave of Hadhrat Tameem Daari )&% narrates
“that when the verse:

(\‘\'tv.qi':;ba& 8)y4u0) {@ ij\ S w’} b}
Only deviant people follow the poets. {Surah Shu'araa; verse 224}
was revealed, Hadhrat Hassaan bin Thaabit w Hadhrat Abdullaah bin
Rawaaha ¥@&@% and Hadhrat Ka'b bin Maalik &5 all came weeping to
Rasulullaah #38%. They said, "Allaah knew well that we are all poets when he
revealed this verse (the verse therefore refers to us)." Rasulullaah eﬂé’@l then
recited the verse:
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Except those who have Imaan, who do good acts...
"That is you," Rasulullaah #3285 said.

(Mitliey) )
...who remember Allaah abundantly...
"That is also you," Rasulullaah ¢ said.
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...and who avenge themselves after bemg oppressed (by counteracting
the satirical poetry that the Kuffaar direct at Islaam with poetry of their
- own). {Surah Shu'araa, verse 227}
"And that is also you," Rasulullaah #9082 said (you men are therefore excluded
from the deviant poets). (@

The Longing to Meet Allaah and Dislike

to Meet Him

Hadhrat Ataa bin Saa'ib narrates that the first time he saw Hadhrat Abdur
Rahmaan bin Abu Layla &}&{¥%% was when he saw an old man with white hair and
a white beard following a funeral procession on his donkey. He was narrating
from someone else that Rasulullaah 888 said, "Whoever loves Allaah, Allaah
loves to meet him and whoever dislikes meeting Allaah, Allaah dislikes
meeting him.* When the people present there started to weep, he asked, "What
makes you all weep?" They replied, "We dislike death." "That is not what is
meant," he explained, "what is meant is that when a person is about to die, he
will like o meet Allaah when (by the angels) he is given the good news of:

(1) Ibn Jaréer, as quoted in the Tafseerof Ibn Katheer (Vol.3 Pg.328).
(2) Ibn Ishaaq, Ibn Abi Haatim and 1bn Jareer, as quoted in the 7afseer of Ibn Katheer (Vol.3 Pg. 354)
Haakim (V\ 3 Pg.488) has reported a similar narration.
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Therefore, if someone was from among those brought close (to Allaah)
he shall have comfort, sustenance and the Jannaat of bliss. {Surah
Waagji'ah, verses 88,89 }
At the same time, Allaah loves to meet him even more. On the other hand, he
dislikes meeting Allaah and Allaah dislikes meeting him even more when he is
told:
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However, if he was among the rejecters and deviated ones, he will be
served boiling water and shall enter the blazing fire. {Surah Waagqi'ah,
verses 92-94}(1)

Hadhrat Abu Bakr &5 Weeps when Allaah
reveals the verse: "When the earth shall quake

, . most violently”

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Amr bin Al Aas &)&@% narrates that Hadhrat Abu Bakr
Siddeeq ®E@% was sitting somewhere and started weeping excessively when
Allaah revealed the verse:

Ot 05 83 90) { L’e:“;‘e Jﬁ;‘j‘ ?3233 \31}
When the earth shall quake most violently. {Surah Zilzaal, verse 1}
"What makes you weep so, O Abu Bakr?" Rasulullaah 8588 asked. "It is this Surah
that makes me weep," Hadhrat Abu Bakr &)\ replied. Rasulullaah $88% then
said, "If you people were such that you neither erred nor sinned so that Allaah
could forgive you, Allaah would create a nation that errs and sins just so that
He could forgive them." %)

Rasulullaah 2285 Informs Hadhrat Umar &6

About what would Happen in the Grave
Hadhrat Umar 5@ reports that Rasulullaah #8845 once said to him, "O Umar!
What would be your condition when you are in a piece of ground measuring four
arm's lengths by two arm's lengths and when you see Munkar and Nakeer?" "O
Rasulullaah #@285" Hadhrat Umar 8% asked, "What is Munkar and Nakeer?"
Rasulullaah $8% replied, "They are the two examiners in the grave. They will
dig the grave open with their canines and approach treading on their
(extremely long) hairs. Their voices will be*like devastating thunderclaps and
their eyes like blinding lightning. They will both be carrying hammers so large
that all the people of Mina are unable to even lift, yet for them it will be as

(1) Ahmad, as quoted in the Tafseer of 1bn Katheer (Vol.4 Pg.301).
(2) Ibn Jareer, as quoted in the Tafseerof Ibn Katheer (Vol.4 Pg.540).
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easy as carrying this staff.” Rasulullaah 888 then shook a little staff that he had

in his hand. They will then examine you. Should you fail to answer or delay, they

will strike you with their hammers and reduce you to dust." Hadhrat Umar

£)&@5% then asked, "O Rasulullaah §88E! Will 1 be in the condition I am in now
(in control of my senses)?" When Rasulullaah s replied in the affirmative,
Hadhrat Umar @5 said, "In that case, I shall be able to handie them.” (1)
Another narration adds that Rasulullaah #88% then said to Hadhrat Umar &5,
"l swear by the Being Who has sent me with the truth that Jibra'eel S has just

" informed me that when the two of them come to you and pose the questions,
you will say to them, 'Allaah is my Rabb, who is yours? Muhammad #88% is my
Nabi, who is yours? Islaam is my Deen, what is yours?' They will then both
exclaim, 'How strange! We do not know whether we have been sent to you
(question) or whether you have been sent to (question) us!”?)

The Statement of Hadhrat Umar )&%
Concerning the Strength of Hadhrat Uthmaan
EJ5@s's Imaan
Hadhrat Abul Bahriyya Kindi narrates that Hadhrat Umar &)&@% once came out
of his home and found a gathering in which Hadhrat Uthmaan bin Affaan )&
was present. Referring to Hadhrat Uthmaan %}&@%, he said to the people, "You

have amongst you a man whose Imaan is such that if it is distributed amongst
an entire army, it would suffice for them ail."

Words of the Sahabah #&5@% that have Already

Been Quoted about the Strength of Imaan
In the chapter discussing the attributes of the Sahabah #&1&@54, the narration
has already passed in which it is stated that when someone once asked Hadhrat
Abdullaah bin Umar #)&@% if the Sahabah #8&% ever laughed, he replied,
"Yes. However, the Imaan in their hearts still remained firmer than
mountains." .
Already quoted in the chapter discussing how the Sahabah #&&@% bore
hardships(®, is the istatement of Hadhrat Ammaar 4}&@% who said, "I find that
my heart is content with Imaan."” This he said after the Mushrikeen forced him to
praise their gods and Rasulullaah ¢ asked him, "How is the condition of your
- heart?" 6
(1) Abu Dawood in his Ba'th, Abu Sheikh in his Sunnah, Haakim in his Kuna, Bayhagi in his Kitaabu
Adhaabil Qabr, Isfahaani in his Hujjah and others, as quoted in Kanzu! Ummaal (Vol.8 Pg.121).
Sa'eed bin Mansoor has reported a similar narration.
{2) Abdul Waahid Maqgdasi in his book At-Tabseer, as quoted in Riyaadhun Nudhrah (Vol.2 Pg.34).
(3) Tbn Asaakir, as quoted in Muntakhab Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.5 Pg.8).
(4) Under the heading "Statements of the Sahabah #&A@# Concerning Their Qualities",
(5) Under the heading "Hadhrat Ammaar bin Yaasir @&®% and his Family Members Endures
Hardships and Difficulties” and the subheading "Hadhrat Ammaar )&% is Tortured Untit he is
Forced to Utter Words of Kufr While his Heart was Content with imaan".

(6) Abu Nu'aym in his AZlya, Ibn Sa'd, 1bn Jareer and Bayhaqi, as quoted in the Tafseer of Ibn Katheer
(Vol.2 Pg.587).
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In the chapter discussing the appointment of a Khalifah, the words of Hadhrat
Abu Bakr )&% have passed, who said, "Are you scaring me with my Rabb? My
prayer is, 'O Allaah! I have appointed the best of them to be my suecessor.™ In
another narration he said, "I know Allaah and Umar better than you."

Also passed(” were the words of Hadhrat Umar &% when he decided to
distribute all the funds in the state treasury and someone advised him to keep
some behind in case an enemy attacks or for any other emergency. He said, "It is
Shaytaan speaking with your tongue. Allaah has inspired me with the response
and I swear by Allaah that I shall never disobey Him today for the emergencies of
tomorrow. I shall not (do as you say) but shall rather prepare for the Muslims
that which Rasulullaah %% had prepared for them (obedience to Allaah and
Rasulullaah $2%8£) " Another narration states that he said, "I swear by Allaah that I
shall never disobey Him today for the emergencies of tomorrow."

Yet another narration quotes him as follows: "I have prepared Taqwa as a
defence for the Muslims. Allaah mentions:

(rtT“TU%S)}N)é M”QL:-;&J:.;;}:;‘ P J;:’Jd.“&':&s
Allaah shall create an escape (ffom difficulties) for the one who fears
(disobeying) Allaah (one who has Tagwa) and shall provide for him
(what he requires) from sources that he never expected (fo receive
provisions from). {Surah Talaaq, verses 2,3}

In the chapter discussing the fervour of the Sahabah #&#% to spend in the path
of Allaah, the words of Hadhrat Ali )&% are quoted thus: "The Imaan of a
person cannot be true until he has more trust in that which is in Allaah's
hands than that which is in his hands." This he said when he wanted to spend
on a beggar and Hadhrat Faatima G&@% said, "You had left the six Dirhams to
purchase flour." 2

Also quoted were the word of Hadhrat Aamir bin Rabee'ah &% who said, "I
have no need for your land because today a Surah has been revealed that makes
us oblivious of this warld:

aIr 3y IS . ff’
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Peoples' reckoning (¢the Day of Qiyaamah) has drawn near, yet (failing

to take heed) they are turning away in negligence. {Surah Ambiyaa, verse -
1}

The words of Hadhrat Aa'isha @g&@% have also been quoted(4) when she said,
"Usayd bin Hudhayr )% was amongst the best of people. He would always
say, 'l have no doubts about being amongst the inhabitants of Jannah if 1 could

(1) Under the heading "Hadhrat Umar $)&@% and Hadhrat Ali 4!
Baytul Maal".

(2) Under the heading "The fervour that Rasulullaah #28 and the Sahabah #&) had to Spend in
the Path of Allaah" and th¢ subheading "The Incident of Hadhrat Ali $&@% and a Beggar".

{3) Under the heading "Hadhfat Aamir bin Rabee'ah $@% Refuses Land" and the subheading “The
Incident with another Arab".

(4) Under the heading "Imaan (Belief) in What is to Happen in the Grave and the Existence of Barzakh"
and the subheading "Hadhrat Usayd bin Hudhayr &% Longs to be in One of three Conditions".

T

5% Distribute Everything in the
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remain in one of three conditions. (Firstly) The condition when I am reciting
Qur'aan or listening to it being recited, (secondly) the condition when I am
listening to Rasulullaah #845's sermon and (thirdly} the condition when I am
present at a funeral. At every funeral 1 have been, 1 have thought about nothing
other than what will become of the deceased or where it is heading."(!)

(1) Haakim, reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Dhahabi.
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Chapter Twelve

The Chapter Concerning the Sahabah
W5 Getting Together for salaah

This chapter highlights how Nabi #38 and the Sahabah #&&i gathered h
together in the Masjid for salaah, how great was their fervour for this, how they
encouraged others to do the same and how they understood that as they
proceeded from salaah to salaah, they were required to allow their lives to
progress from ene command of Allaah to another. It also highlights how they
forsook their occupations to do the acts Allaah had commanded, which
contributed to the strength of their Imaan and the features of their Imaan. The
chapter also tells us how they spread their knowledge together with the deeds
linked to knowledge, how they added life to Dhikr and made du'aa with all its
requirements for acceptance. They therefore never turned their attention
towards the apparent means and took no benefit except from the Creator of
L these means and the One Who controls them.

The Encouragement Nabi (85
gave for Salaah

The Narrations of Hadhrat Uthmaan “&@% and
Hadhrat Salmaan &G
Hadhrat Haarith who was the freed slave of Hadhrat Uthmaan $)\&@®:% narrates
that they were once sitting with Hadhrat Uthmaan )&% when the Mu'adhin
arrived (to call out the Adhaan). Hadhrat Uthmaan )@@ asked for a utensil
which the narrator estimates contained approximately a Mudd of water. After
performing wudhu, he said, "I saw Rasulullaah 488 performing wudhu just as I
have performed it and then say, 'Whoever performs a wudhu like this and then
stands up to perform the Zuhr salaah, all his sins between the Fajr salaah and
Zuhr salaah are forgiven. When he then performs the Asr salaah, all his sins
between the Zuhr salaah and Asr salaah are forgiven. Thereafter, when he
performs the Maghrib salaah, all his sins between the Asr salaah and Maghrib
salaah are forgiven. Similarly, when he performs the Isha salaah, all his sins
between the Maghrib salaah and Isha salaah are also forgiven. He may then pass
the night in sin, but if he wakes up, performs wudhu and then the Fajr salaah, all
his sins between the Isha salaah and Fajr salaah are forgiven. These salaahs are
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the good that wipe out sins(D "

The people then asked, "O Uthmaan! If these are the good deeds, what then are
the 'lasting good deeds'®?" Hadhrat Uthmaan 4&@55 replied, "That is to recite
'Laa Ilaaha Illallaah' ({19121 9), 'Subhaanatlaah’ (d01 $&2%), 'Al Hamdu Lillaah' (i
;lg) ‘Allaahu Akbar'(141), and 'Laa Howla wa Laa Quwwata Illaa Billaah'(%; J3 95
iy g

Hadhrat Abu Uthmaan reports that he was once with Hadhrat Salmaan &5
beneath a tree when Hadhrat Salmaan ¥@@®% caught hold of a dry branch and
shook it until its leaves all fel]l off. "O Abu Uthmaan!" he said, "Will you not ask
me why I did that?" "Why did you do that?" Hadhrat Abu Uthmaan asked. Hadhrat
Salmaan 4)&W% replied, "This is exactly what Rasulullaah #& did when I was
once standing with him beneath a tree. He took hold of a dry branch and shook it
until its leaves all fell off. 'O Salmaan!' he said, 'Will you not ask me why 1 did
that?' 'Why did you do that?' I asked. Rasulullaah &£8% explained, 'When a Muslim
performs wudhu properly and performs his five salaahs, his sins fall off him just
as these leaves have fallen.' Rasulullaah 88%E then recited the verse:

vw Frr, ‘er 7
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Establish salaah at the two ends of the day (with Fajr salaah and Zuhr
salaah at the one end and Asr salaah and Maghrib salaah at the other)
and during portions of the night (the Isha salaah). Verily good deeds
(such as the five Fardh salaah) wipe out evil acts. This is advice to those
who will take heed. {Surah Hood, verse 114}‘4)

The Incident of Two Brothers who Passed away,

One as a Martyr and the Other some time Later
Hadhrat Aamir the son of Hadhrat Sa'd bin Abi Waqqaas narrates that he heard
his father and other Sahabah #&&@% narrate that two brothers lived during the
time of Rasulullaah &% The one who was the better of the two died a martyr
while the other lived some after him before also passing away (forty days
later(5)). When someone mentioned to Rasulullaah 484 that the one was a better
person (who carried out more good deeds), Rasulullaah 428 asked, "Was he not
performing salaah?" When the Sahabah #&E@% confirmed that the person was
performing salaah, Rasulullaah 488 remarked, "You have no idea where his
salaahs (after the demise of his brother) may have taken him." It was on this
occasion that Rasulullaah %38 said, "The example of salaah is like a deep and
pure river running by the door of a person. When he bathes in it five times a

(1) As referred to in verse 114 of Surah Hood where Allaah says, "Verily good deeds wipe out evil acts."

(2) As referred to in verse 46 of Surah Kahaf.

(3) Ahmad, Abu Ya'la and Bazzaat, as quoted in Targheeb wat Tarheeb (Vol.1 Pg.203). Haythami (Vol.1
Pg.297) has commented on the chain of narrators.

(4) Ahmad, Nasa'ee and Tabraani, as quoted in Targheeb wat Tarheeb (Vol.1 Pg.201).

(5) Tabraani in his Awsat. » :
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day, do you think that any dirt can remain on his body?" (!)

Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah $}&@% narrates that two men from the Baliy branch of the
Qudhaa‘a tribe accepted Islaam at the hands of Rasulullaah #22. While the one
was martyred, the other lived another year (after which he passed away
naturally). It was Hadhrat Talha bin Ubaydullaah &% who saw in a dream that
the one who passed away later entered Jannah before the martyr. Surprised at
this, he or someone else reported it to Rasulullaah #& the next morning.
Rasulullaah 8% explained, "Did he not fast a Ramadhaan after the other and
perform six thousand odd more Rakaahs of salaah in the year afterwards?" ()
Another narration adds that the difference in their stages was as large as the
distance between the heavens and the earth. )

Rasulullaah #25£ tells a Sahabi that his Salaah is

Compensation for his Sin
Hadhrat Ali 3% narrates that they were once with Rasulullaah #88£ in the
Masjid when a man stood up and said, "O Rasulullaah #8851 I have committed a
sin." Rasulullaah 8% ignored him and after the salaah was complete, the man
again stood up and repeated himself. Rasulullaah 434 asked him, "Did you not
perform the salaah with us after making a proper wudhu?" When the man replied
that he had, Rasulullaah #38 said, "That is then compensation for your sin." )

Rasulullaah #Z#£'s Reply to a man who asked Him

about the Best of all Deeds

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Amr ¥)&@3% narrates that a man once asked Rasulullaah
#3%E what the best of all deeds was. "Salaah," Rasulullaah 88 replied. "What
then?" the man asked. Again Rasulullaah &8 said that it was salaah. For the
third time the man repeated the question and again Rasulullaah #383£ told him
that it was salaah. When he repeated the question too often, Rasulullaah %58
said, "Jihaad in the path of Allaah." "But I have parents," the man said. "Then,"
Rasulullaah &2 said, "I instruct you to treat your parents well." Thereafter the
man said, "I swear by the Being Who has sent you as a Nabi with the truth that I
shall fight in Jihaad and leave them." To this, Rasulullaah 488 said, "You know

best (that they have someone else to serve them while you are away)." )

Rasulullaah $2£ tells a man who has Fulfilled the
Pillars of Islaam that he is From Amongst the
Siddeeqeen and the Martyrs

Hadhrat Amr bin Murra Juhani narrates that a man once said, "O Rasulullaah

(1) Ahmad, reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami (Vol.1 Pg.297). Maalik, Nasa'ee
and Ibn Khuzaymah have reported a similar narration, as quoted in Targheeb wat Tarheeb (Vol.1 Pg.206).

(2) Ahmad, as quoted in 7argheeb wat Tarheeb (Vol.1 Pg.208).

(3} Ibn Maajah and Ibn Hibbaan.

(4) Tabraani. Haythami (Vol.1 Pg.301) has commented on the chain of narrators,

(5) Ahmad. Haythami (Vol.1 Pg.301) has commented on the chain of narrators. tbn Hibbaan has
reported a similar narration, as quoted in Targheeb wat Tarheeb (Vol.1 Pg.211),
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#3351 Tell me in which category of people I will belong if I testify that there is
none worthy of worship but Allaah, that you are the Rasul of Allaah and if 1
perform my five salaahs, pay my zakaah, fast in Ramadhaan and perform (Nafl)
salaah during Ramadhaan?" Rasulullaah &£ replied, "You shall be amongst the -
Siddeeqeen and the martyrs." (1)

Rasulullaah $28 Emphasises the Performing of

. Salaah Even on his Deathbed
Hadhrat Anas )&% says, "What Rasulullaah #2885 emphasised most on his
deathbed was, '(Take good care of your) Salaah and your slaves.' In fact, he was
saying these words even when his soul had reached his throat and he was unabie
to say them clearly." @
Another narration states that what Rasulullaah g8 emphasised most on his
deathbed was, "(Take good care of your) Salaah and your slaves" until his breath
was caught in his chest and he was unable to bring the words to his tongue." )
Hadhrat Ali %545 relates, "Rasulullaah &2 instructed me to bring him a slate
to write down something that his Ummah should never forget :after his
demise. Fearing that he would pass away (before I could bring it), I said, "(Tell
it to me and) I shall memorise it well." He said, "I wish to emphasise (that my
Ummah take good care of their) salaah, zakaah and their slaves." (4)
Another similar narration adds that Hadhrat Ali &)&@% said, "Rasulullaah %385
then emphasised the performing of salaah, the paying of zakaah and kind
treatment of slaves until his soul departed. It was also right up to the departure
of his soul that he also emphasised the reciting of-the Shahaadah that there is
none worthy of worship but Allaah and that Muhammad &% is the servant and
Rasul of Allaah. He also mentioned that the fire of Jahannam is forbidden for the
person who testifies to these two beliefs (contained in the Shahaadah)." ®)
Yet another narration from Hadhrat Ali #&J&@% states that the last words of
Rasulullaah 238 were, "(Guard your) Salaah! (Guard your) Salaah! Fear Allaah
with regard to your slaves." ()

The Encouragement the Sahabah #&&@ds
gave for Salaah

The Statements of Hadhrat Abu Bakr &35 and

Hadhrat Umar $£5@% Concerning Salaah
Hadhrat Abu Bakr &% once said, "It is by performing salaah that a person

(1) Ibn Khuzaymah and 1bn Hibbaan, as quoted in Targheeb wat Tarheeb (Vol.1 Pg.200).

(2) Bayhagqi, Nasa'ee and ibn Maajah.

(3) Ahmad. .

(4) Ahmad, as quoted in A/ Bidaayah wan Nihaayah (Vol.5 Pg.238).

(5) Ibn Sa'd (Vol.2 Pg.243).

(6) Ahmad, Bukhaari in his Adab, Abu Dawood, Ibn Maajah, Ibn Jareer, Abu Ya'la and Bayhaqi, as
quoted in Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.180).
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secures Allaah's protection on earth.” (M .

Hadhrat Abu Maleeh reports that he heard Hadhrat Umar &\5@s say from the
pulpit, "There can be no Islaam in the person who does not perform salaah."?)

-

The Statements of Hadhrat Zaid “)&@2, Hadhrat
Hudhayfah ©)&@2, Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar
@)W and Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Amr £
Concerning Salaah
Hadhrat Zaid bin Thaabit ¥5&@% said, "When a man performs (Nafl) salaah at
home, it is a source of light (for the house). As a person stands irralaah, his sins
stand suspended above his head and they are erased each time he prostrates."‘(*”)
Hadhrat Hudhayfah @885 said, "When a person performs wudhu properly and
then stands for salaah, Allaah turns towards him and converses with him. Allaah
then does not turn away from him until the person himself turns away or turns

towards the right or left." (4)

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar &\&5i@s% said, "Salaah is an extremely virtuous deed
and I care not who joins me in it." (5)

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Amr &% said, "Whenever a Muslim goes to an elevated
location or to a Masjid built of stone and performs salaah there, the ground says,
'Salaah has been performed for Allaah on His ground. (O person) 1 shall testify
on your behalf the day you meet Allaah." ()

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Amr %J&#5 also narrates that when a cyst developed on
Hadhrat Aadam SEE's neck, he performed salaah. This made the cyst fall to his
chest. When he again. performed salaah, the cyst dropped to his hip and then to
his ankle when he performed salaah yet again. After performing salaah again, the
cyst moved to his toe and then finally left his body when he performed salaah
once more. (7

Some Statements of Hadhrat Abdullaah bin

Mas'ood &G, Hadhrat Salmaan 592 and
Hadhrat Abu Moosa Ash'ari “j&Eds
Concerning Salaah
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood &% said, "You are knocking at the King's
(Allaah's) door as long as you are performing salaah and the door of the King

opens to whoever knocks." @)
Another narration states that he said, "Stack your needs on the Fardh salaahs

(1) Hakeem.

(2) Ibn Sa'd, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.180).

(3) Abdur Razzaaq.

(4) Abdur Razzaaq.

(5) Abdur Razzaaq, as quoted in Kanzul/ Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.181).
(6) Ibn Asaakir,

(7) Abdur Razzaaq, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.181).
(8) Abu Nu'aym in his Hilya (Vol.1 Pg.130).




130 THE LIVES OF THE SAHABAH RAEJSS (vol-3)
(pray after these salaahs for them to be fulfilled)."

"Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood &% also said, "The salaahs compensate for
all sins committed between them as long as major sins are avoided." (!

He also said, "Salaah compensates for the sins committed after them. Hadhrat
Aadam BLE once developed a cyst on his toe that went up to his foot and then
further to his knee. Thereafter, it travelled further to the base of his hips and then
to the base of his neck. He then performed salaah, causing it to fall to his
shoulders. When he again performed salaah, the cyst dronped to his hip and then
to his knee when he performed salaah yet again. After periorming salaah again,
the cyst moved to his foot and then finally left his body when he performed
salaah once more." ?)

Hadhrat Salmaan Faarsi &&@% said, "When a person siands up to perform
salaah, his sins are raised above his head and by the time he completes his
salaah, they fall away from him just as the fronds of a palm fall to the right and
left."

Another narration states that Hadhrat Salmaan &% once said, "As a person
stands in salaah, his sins are all gathered above his head. They then fall off
each time he prostrates just as leaves fall off a tree."” (4)

Hadhrat Taarig bin Shihaab narrates that he once spent the night with Hadhrat
Salmaan $E&u

W% to observe how he exerted himself (in Ibaadah). Hadhrat
Salmaan ¥)\&@% however woke up only in the last portion of the night (to
perform Tahajjud) and Hadhrat Taariq therefore did not see what he had

b

expected (he expected that Hadhrat Salmaan &M% would spend the entire
night in Ibaadah). When this was mentioned to Hadhrat Salmaan &I&&%, he
remarked, "Guard the five (Fardh) salaahs well because they compensate for all
one's sins as long as major sins were not perpetrated (which are forgiven only
after Taubah). At night people are divided into three categories. There are those
who have good to their credit and no sin to their detriment. Then there are those
who have no good to their credit and only sin to their detriment. Finally, there
are those who have neither good to their credit nor sin to their detriment. The
person who exploits the negligence of the people and the darkness of the night
to stand in salaah until the morning is the one with good to his credit and no sin
to his detriment. As for the person who exploits the negligence of the people and
the darkness of the night to immerse his head in sin is the one with no good to
his credit but only sin to his detriment. Then there is the person who gocs to
sleep immediately after performing his Isha salaah (without getting up to perform
the Tahajjud salaah). This is the person with neither good to his credit nor sin to
his detriment. Beware of exerting yourself so much (in Ibaadah) that you are
unable to cope (and continue). Ensure that you always adopt moderation and

(1) Abdur Razzaaqg.

(2) Ibn Asaakir, as quoted in Kanzul/ Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.181).
(3) Abdur Razzaaq.

(4) Ibn Zanjway.
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constancy." (1) '
Hadhrat Abu Moosa Ash'ari #&#% said, "(By committing sins) We are constantly
burning ourselves up but when we perform the Fardh salaah, our sins are
compensated for. When we again burn ourselves up, the salaah we perform again
compensates for the sins committed before it." )

Rasulullaah $2%'s Fervour for Salaah and
the Extreme Importance he Gave to it

'Rasulullaah §3%£ says that The Coolness of his Eyes is

AAAAAA

Hadhrat Anas bin Maalik &J&@% narrates that Rasulullaah $8£ once said,
"Perfume and women have been made beloved to me and the coolness of my
eyes (my source of comfort and joy) has been kept in salaah." @)

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas )&% narrates that Hadhrat Jibra'eel $8& once

said to Rasulullaah %88, "Salaah has been made beloved to you, so take from it
as much as you please." )

Rasulullaah %88 says, "My Passion is for Standing
in salaah at Night"

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas &% narrates Nabi %8 was once sitting with
the Sahabah #&J&i#% around him when he said, "Allaah has given every Nabi
$ARE a yearning for something and my yearning is for standing in (Tahajjud)
salaah at night. Therefore, when I stand up for salaah (at night), none of you
should ever follow me. Allaah has also created a means of income for every Nabi
SLE and my source of income is the Khums (a fifth of the spoils of war). When |
pass away, it will go to the leaders (of the Muslims) after me." )

Statements of the Sahabah #&&@2 Concerning
Rasulullaah £28%'s salaah at Night

Hadhrat Anas &% narrates that Rasulullaah #3£ used to stand so long in
(Tahajjud) salaah that his feet would swell. Another narration states that his calves
would swell. Someone asked him, "Has Allaah not forgiven all your past and
future mistakes (then why do you exert yourself so)?" Rasulullaah &8 replied,
"Should I then not be a grateful servant?" )

Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah 0% also narrates that Rasulullaah %83 used to stand

(1) Abdur Razzaaq, as quoted in Kanzu/ Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.181). Tabraani has reported a similar
narration in his Kabeer from reliable sources, as confirmed by Haythami (Vol.1 Pg.300).

(2) Abdur Razzaagq, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.182).

(3) Ahmad and Nasa'ee.

(4) Ahmad, as quoted in A/ Bidaayah wan Nihaayah (Vol.6 Pg.58). Tabraani has reported a similar

_narration in his Kabeerbut Haythami (Vol.2 Pg.270) has commented on the chain of narrators.

(5) Tabraani. Haythami (Vol.2 Pg.271) has commented on the chain of narrators.

(6) Abu Dawood, as quoted in Kanzu! Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.36). Abu Ya'la, Bazzaar and Tabraani have all
reported a similar narration from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami (Vol.2 Pg.271).
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so long in (Tahajjud) salaah that his feet would swell. (-

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood &}&% also reports that Rasulullaah 488 used
to stand so long in (Tahajjud) salaah at night that his feet would swell. The rest
of the narration is as quoted above. @)

Hadhrat Nu'maan bin Basheer &84 narrates that Rasulullaah 88 used to
stand so long in (Tahajjud) salaah that his feet would cut (after becoming
extremely chapped). The rest of the narration is as quoted above, )

Hadhrat Aa'isha G8E®% says, "Rasulullaah 8% used to stand so long in
(Tahajjud) salaah at night that his feet would rupture. I said to him, 'O
Rasulullaah #2851 Why do you do this when Allaah has forgiven all your past and
future mistakes?' He replied, 'Should I then not be a grateful servant?” The
same has been reported from Hadhrat Mughiera %&@%(® and Hadhrat Abu
Hurayrah 4543 (6)

Hadhrat Anas )84% says, "Rasulullaah #3& used to exert himself so much in
Ibaadah that he became like an old water bag. 'O Rasulullaah %51 the Sahabah
#ES% said, 'What makes you do this? Has Allaah not forgiven all your past and
future mistakes?' He replied, 'Of course! Should I then not be a grateful
servant?"(7) :

Hadhrat Humayd narrates that when Hadhrat Anas bin Maalik )&% was once
questioned about the salaah Rasulullaah ##% performed at night, he replied,
"The times we wanted to see Rasulullaah $88 performing salaah at night, we
would see him and the times we wanted to see him asleep, we also saw him (he
would spend part of the night in salaah and also sleep). There were times when
he fasted so often during the month that we would think he will now not stop
fasting. Then there were also times when he would not fast for so long that we
would think he would now not fast at all (that month)." (8)

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood %J&@% relates, "I followed Rasulullaah &E#5 in
salaah one night and he remained standing so long that I contempplated doing
something terrible." "What was it that you contemplated?" the people asked.
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood &5 replied, "I actually contemplated sitting
down and leaving." ()

Hadhrat Abu Dharr %)&@% narrates that Rasulullaah §88 once stood the entire
night until dawn (in salaah) reciting the verse:

(SIS AT AP R AN S kvl
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(1) Bazzaar, reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami (Vol.2 Pg.271). Tabraani has
reported a similar narration from Hadhrat Abu Juhayfah 683,

(2) Tabraani in his Sagheer and Awsat.

(3) Tabraani in his Awsat, as quoted in Majma'uz Zawaa'id (Vol.2 Pg.271).

(4) Bukhaari and Muslim.

(5) Riyaadh (Pg.429).

(6) Ibn Najjaar.

(7) Ibn Najjaar, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.36).

(8) Bukhaari and Muslim.

(9) Bukhaari and Muslim, as quoted in Safwatus Safwah (Vol.6 Pg.58).
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If You punish them, then verily they are Your slaves (and You are at
liberty to treat them as You please), and if You forgive them, then surely
You are the Mighty, the Wise (and Your reason for doing so is filled
with wisdom). {Surah Maa'idah, verse 1 183D
Hadhrat Anas )&% narrates that Rasulullaah #&% was injured one day. The
following morning, someone remarked, "O Rasulullaah #8851 The effect of the
injury is still clearly noticeable on you." Rasulullaah %83 said, "Despite that, I
recited seven lengthy Surahs last night." (2)

The Incident of Hadhrat Hudhayfah &\&@% with

Rasulullaah $2

Hadhrat Hudhayfah &)@ says, "I performed salaah behind Rasulullaah #3885
one night and when he commenced with Surah Baqarah, 1 said to myself that he
would proceed into Ruku after completing a hundred verses. When he carried on
(after a hundred), I told myself that he would complete the Surah in two Rakaahs.
However, when he still. continued, I anticipated that he would complete the
Surah and then proceed into Ruku. (After competing Surah Bagarah) Rasulullaah
#3E however then started reciting Surah Nisaa and after completing it, he
commenced Surah Aal Imraan. Rasulullaah #3885 recited unhurriedly. Whenever
he recited a verse mentioning 7asbeeh, he recited Tasbeeh, when he passed a
verse speaking of asking from Allaah, he asked from Allaah and When he passed
a verse speaking of seeking Allaah's protection, he sought Allaah's protection.
Thereafter, Rasulullaah 285 proceeded into Ruku, in which he recited, &) H
( ~ail(Subhaana Rabbiyal Adheem'). The time he took for Ruku was almost as
long as the time he spent standing. Thereafter, he said, (s3a> dn &ss) (‘Sami
Allaahu Liman Hamidah') and stood up {from Ruku). The time he remained
standing was almost as long as the time he spent in Ruku, after which he
proceeded into Sajdah. In Sajdah, he recited (3 55 &) (Subhaana Rabbiyal
Alaa) and the time he took in Sajdah was almost as long as the time he spent
standing." _

Hadhrat Hudhayfah 3655 relates, "I once came to Rasulullaah #3288 as he was
busy performing salaah and I joined him in salaah at the back without him
knowing. When he started Surah Baqarah, I thought that he would soon proceed
into Ruku, but he continued (reciting even after completing the Surah).
Rasulullaah ¢388 went on to perform four Rakaahs with the Ruku being as long
as the standing posture. When 1 mentioned this to Rasulullaah %88, he said,
'Why did you not let me know (that you were behind me)?' 1 said, 'l swear by the
Being Who has sent you as a Nabi &% with the truth that even now 1 can feel
the strain in my back.' Rasulullaah #3885 remarked, 'Had 1 known that you were
behind me, I would have shortened the salaah."4)

(1) Ahmad, as quoted in A/ Bidaayah wan Nihaayah (Vol.6 Pg.58).

(2) Abu Ya'la, reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami (Vol.2 Pg.274).
(3) Muslim, as quoted in Safwatus Safwah (Vol.1 Pg.75).

(4) Tabraani. Haythami (Vol.2 Pg.275) has commented on the chain of narrators.
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The Narration of Hadhrat Aa'isha GE&S0s
Concerning Rasulullaah #%85's Recitation of

Qur'aan in Salaah

When it was reported to Hadhrat Aa'isha E8E@% that some people completed a
recitation of the Qur'aan once or twice in a single night, she remarked, "Although
those people have recited the Qur'aan, they have actually not done so. I used to
stand in salaah with Rasulullaah #8£ the entire night and he would recite (only)
Surah Baqgarah, Surah Al Imraan and Surah Nisaa. Whenever he passed a verse
containing a warning, he would pray to Allaah and seek protection. Similarly,
whenever he passed a verse giving glad tidings, he would pray to Allaah and look
forward to it." (1)

Rasulullaah %328 Issues the Command during his
Illness that Hadhrat Abu Bakr &% should Lead
the people in Salaah

Hadhrat Aswad reports that they were once with Hadhrat Aa'isha G8&d% when
they spoke about the importance of salaah and constancy in performing it.
Hadhrat Aa'isha G805 then said, "When Rasulullaah $33£ was suffering the
illness that claimed his life, the time for salaah arrived and Bilaal &)\&@% called
out the Adhdan. 'Tell Abu Bakr to lead the people in salaah,' Rasulullaah ¢88%
instructed. One of Rasulullaah ##%5's wives remarked, 'Abu Bakr is a soft man
who will be unable lead the salaah when he stands in your place.' Rasulullaah
#3885 however repeated the instruction, but again met with the same response.
When this happened a third time, Rasulullaah 238 said, 'You women are just like
the women around Yusuf $EE. Tell Abu Bakr to lead the people in salaah.'

Abu Bakr %#)&i% then stepped forward (to lead the salaah) and, feeling a bit
better, Rasulullaah #38£ came out of his room with the support of two men. I can
still picture his feet leaving lines on the ground (as he was dragging them, too
weak to lift them) because of the severity of his illness. (Seeing Rasulullaah #3%
arrive) Abu Bakr 4165 decided to step back, but Rasulullaah %% indicated
to him to remain where he was. Rasulullaah %23 was then brought to sit
beside Abu Bakr &)Eiwss."

Another narration states that Hadhrat Aa'isha B8&@% said, "I continuously
repeated myself to Rasulullaah #%& (trying to convince him not to appoint Abu
Bakr &% to lead the salaah) only because I feared that the people would
regard him as a foreboding (that Rasulullaah #8% is going to pass away). I knew
well that anyone who stood in Rasulullaah #&'s place would be regarded by the
people as a foreboding and 1 therefore wished that Rasulullaah #3888 would divert
this from (my father) Abu Bakr to someone else." @

Yet another narration from Hadhrat Aa'isha @G states that she said, "O
<

(1) Ahmad. Haythami (Vol.2 Pg.272) has commented onvthe chain of narrators.
(2) Bukhaari.
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Rasulullaah #8851 Abu Bakr is extremely soft-hearted and cannot control his
tears when he recites the Qur'aan. Why don't you command someone else (to
lead the salaah in your place)?" Hadhrat Aa'isha B&\&iiks says, "By Allaah! The only
thing that made me say this was my dislike that people should regard the first
person to stand in Rasulullaah $8#'s place as a bad omen. I therefore repeated
myself to Rasulullaah #3838 two or three times, but he insisted saying, 'Abu Bakr
should lead the people in salaah. You women are just like the women around
yusuf e (1)
Hadhrat Ubaydullaah bin Abdullaah narrates that he once went to Hadhrat
Ad'isha Ga8E@5 with the request, "Will you not tell me about the (final) illness of
Rasululiaah #8857" "Certainly,” she obliged, "When Rasulullaah &2 illness
became severe, he asked, 'Have the people performed their salaah?' 'No,"' we
replied, 'they are waiting for you, O Rasulullaah $3£.' He then asked us to pour
water for him in a basin and when we did so, he took a bath. However, as he
tried to stand up, he fell unconscious. When he recovered, he again asked, 'Have
the people performed their salaah?' 'No,' we replied, 'they are waiting for you, O
Rasulullaah #385.' He again asked us to pour water for him in a basin and when
we did so, he took another bath. As he tried to stand up, he again fell
" unconscious. After recovering, Rasulullaah &8 asked yet again whether the
people had performed their salaah? 'No,' we replied, 'they are still waiting for you,
O Rasulullaah #3#£ ' He then asked us to pour water for him in a basin and when
we did so, he took a bath. However, as he tried to stand up, he fell unconscious.
When he recovered, he asked once more, 'Have the people performed their
salaah?' 'No,' we replied, 'they are waiting for you, O Rasulullaah #38%.' The
people were patiently seated in the Masjid awaiting Rasulullaah #38%£'s arrival for
the Isah salaah. Rasulullaah $3%£ then sent a message to Abu Bakr &JE@5 to
lead the salaah. Abu Bakr @&)&iks was a soft person so he said to Umar )53,
'You lead the salaah, O Umar!' Umar &E#2 however said, 'You are more
worthy of the privilege.'! Abu Bakr ¥)&@s5 then led the salaah during those
days." The narration goes on to speak about how Rasulullaah #3%% came out
of his room afterwards, as mentioned in the narration above. ?

The Happiness of the Muslims when they Saw
Rasulullaah $23 Looking at them as Hadhrat Abu
Bakr 455 Led the Salaah
Hadhrat Anas $J&@3 relates, "Abu Bakr #J&@s% used to lead the people in salaah
during Rasulullaah #&£'s final illness. It was on Monday and the Sahabah
#EEW% were standing in their rows in salaah when Rasulullaah 88 opened the
curtain leading to his room and looked at us. As he stood there, his face was as
radiant as a page of the Qur'aan and he smiled in happiness (to see them

(1) Muslim, as quoted in A/ Bidaayah wan Nihaayah (Vol.5 Pg.232).

(2) Ahmad, as quoted in A/ Bidaayah wan Nihaayah (Vol.5 Pg.233). Bayhagqi (Vol.8 Pg.151) and Ibn Abi
Shaybah have reported a similar narration, as quoted in Kanzu/ Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.59), as has lbn
Sa'd (Vol.2 Pg.218).
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fulfilling Allaah's command as a united Ummah). We were on the verge of
breaking our salaah out of our sheer joy at seeing Rasulullaah #£. Thinking
that. Rasulullaah %88 was coming out for salaah, Abu Bakr &}k stepped back
into the (first) row but Rasulullaah #3388 indicated to us that we should complete
the salaah. Rasulullaah %88 then dropped the curtain. It was on that very day
that Rasulullaah & passed away." (!

o

In another narration, Hadhrat Anas &% says, "Rasulullaah #52%% did not come
out of his room for three days. (On Monday) When the Igaamah was called out
and Abu Bakr &J§i stepped forward to lead the salaah, Rasulullaah $88 gave
the instruction for the curtain (between his room and the Masjid) to be lifted.
When the curtain was lifted and Rasulullaah $&#'s face became visible to us,
there was nothing that pleased us so much as to look at his face. Rasulullaah
#5885 indicated to Abu Bakr &J&@5 to step forward (to lead the salaah) and the
curtain was then dropped. Until he passed away (that day), Rasulullaah #3285 was
unable to this again." (2)

The Fervour the Sahabah #&&E@ had for
Salaah and the Extreme Importance
They Gave to it

Hadhrat Umar &5 is Roused from his Coma
with the Announcement of Salaah

Hadhrat Miswar bin Makhramah %% reports, "Il went to see Umar &I&@#5 when
he was covered in a sheet (and still in a coma after he had been attacked). 'How
is he?' I asked. 'Just as you see him (he has not yet roused from his coma),' the
others replied. I then said, 'Rouse him with salaah because there is nothing as
effective in rousing him as salaah.' The others then called out, 'Salaah, O
Ameerul Mu'mineen! ‘'What!' Hadhrat Umar $38i5% said with a start, 'By Allaah! 1
will then have to perform it. There is no part in Islaam for the person who does
not perform his salaah.' He then performed his salaah even though blood was
flowing from his wound.” 3

Another narration from Hadhrat Miswar %)\5i% states that after Hadhrat Umar
“I5w% was stabbed, he fell into a coma. Someone said, "If he is still alive, you
will not be able to rouse him with anything more effective in jolting him than
with salaah." Someone then said, "Salaah, O Ameerul Mu'mineen! The time for
salaah has already set in!" Hadhrat Umar ¥)&i#% regained consciousness and
" said, "What! Salaah!? By Allaah! I will then have to perform it. There is no part in
Islaam for the person who does not perform his salaah." “4)

(1) Bukhaari. '

(2) Bukhaari and Muslim, as quoted in A/ Bidaayah wan Nihaayah (Vol.5 Pg.235). Abu Ya'la, Ibn
Asaakir, Tbn Khuzaymah and Ahmad have reported similar narrations, as quoted in Kanzu/
Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.57) and Majma'uz Zawaa'id (Vol.5 Pg.181). Bayhaqi (Vol.8 Pg.152) and 1bn Sa'd
(Vol.2 Pg.216) have also reported similar narrations.

(3) Tabraani, reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami (Vol.1 Pg.295).

(4} Ibn Sa'd (Vol.3 Pg.350).
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Hadhrat Uthmaan 5% Spends the whole night
reciting the entire Qur'aan in a single
Rakaah of salaah

Hadhrat Muhammad bin Miskeen narrates that when the rebels surrounded the
house of Hadhrat Uthmaan $&)&@5, his wife said to them, "You wish to
assassinate him?! Whether you kill him or leave him, he spends the whole night
reciting the entire Qur'aan in a single Rakaah of salaah." (!

Another narration states that when the rebels assassinated Hadhrat Uthmaan bin
Affaan &35, his wife said, "You have killed him when he was a man who spent
the whole night reciting the entire Qur'aan in a single Rakaah of salaah!" (%)
Hadhrat Uthmaan bin Abdur Rahmaan Taymi reports that his father said, "I once
told myself that I would ensure that I was the only one to stand in Ibaadah by the
Magaam Ibraheem one night. Therefore, after performing the Isha salaah, I had
the Maqaam to myself as I stood there. As 1 was standing there, someone placed
their hand on my shoulder. It was Hadhrat Uthmaan bin Affaan &I&@%. He
started with Ummul Qur'aan (Surah Faatiha) and continued reciting until he had
completed the entire Qur'aan. Thereafter, he performed Ruku and Sajdah
(completed the second Rakaah) and then took his shoes (and left). I cannot
however recall whether he had performed any other salaah before that or not." ()
Hadhrat Uthmaan bin Abdur Rahmaan Taymi relates, "I saw Hadhrat Uthmaan
@S5 step forward to the Magaam Ibraheem one night where he recited the
entire Qur'aan in a single Rakaah before leaving." )

Hadhrat Ataa bin Abi Rabaah reports that after leading the people in salaah,
Hadhrat Uthmaan &i%@% would stand behind the Magaam Ibraheem where he
would recite the entire Qur'aan in a single Rakaah of his Witrsalaah. 5)

Hadhrat Muhammad bin Seereen would stand in salaah all night in which he
would complete the entire Qur'aan in a single Rakaah. (©

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas 4} Refuses to
Forego standing in salaah for Treating

his Blindness
Hadhrat Musayyib bin Raafi narrates that when Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas

W55 became blind, a man came to him saying, "If you are able to restrain
yourself from (standing and) performing salaah for seven days, I shall be able to
treat you and Insha Allaah cure you. You may however perform salaah while lying
down and making gestures." Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas &% sent for

(1) Tabraani, reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami (Vol.9 Pg.94). Abu Nu'aym has
reported a similar narration in his Hilya (Vol.1 Pg.57).

(2) Abu Nu'aym in his Hilya (Vol.1 Pg.57).

(3) Abu Nu'aym in his Hilya (Vol.1 Pg.56).

(4) 1bn Mubaarak in his Zuhd, 1bn Sa'd, Ibn Abi Shaybah, Ibn Munee, Tahaawi, Daar Qutni and
Bayhagqi, as quoted in Muntakhab Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.5 Pg.9).

(5)
(6) Ibn Sa'd (Vol.3 Pg.75), as quoted in Muntakhab Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.5 Pg.9).
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opinions from various Sahabah #&@% of Rasulullaah #3%% including Hadhrat
Aa'isha G8Eis5 and Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah &%, The message from all of them
was: "What will you do with your salaah if you happen to die during the seven
days?" Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas &l therefore forsook the treatment. (1)
Another narration states that when Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas ¥&i4 lost his
eyesight, someone offered to treat him on condition that he does not perform
salaah for few days. Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas &}i&{ss said, "Never (I cannot
forsake salaah). Rasulullaah %¥8 said that the person who does not perform
salaah will meet Allaah in a condition that Allaah will be angry with him." @
Hadhrat Ali bin Abu Jameelah reports that Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas &\&is
made Sajdah a thousand times every day. 3)

The Fervour Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood
EN5W2 had for Salaah

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood )&% would not fast (optional fasts) very often
because he would say, "I become too weak to perform salaah when 1 fast and 1
love salaah more than fasting.” When he did observe (optional) fasts, he fast only
three days a month. ) Another narration states that it was only the midmorning
(Duhaa) salaah that he was not very regular with.
Hadhrat Abdur Rahmaan bin Yazeed narrates that when Hadhrat Abdullaah bin
Mas'ood ¥\&i5 was questioned about why he did not fast very often, he replied,
"I become too weak to perform salaah when I fast and I love salaah more than
fasting." )
Hadhrat Abdur Rahmaan bin Yazeed says, "I have not seen a Faqeeh(6) who
fasted less (Nafl fasts) than Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ¥%&)&i%%. When
someone asked him why he did not fast (Nafl fasts very often), he replied, "I have
given preference to salaah over fasts because 1 become too weak to perform
salaah when I fast." (7)

The Fervour Hadhrat Saalim &5 the Freed Slave

of Hadhrat Abu Hudhayfah &&@% had for Salaah

Hadhrat Aa'isha G8Gis reports, "I was late in coming to Rasulullaah %33 one

night after Isha. When I came to him and he asked where I had been, I replied,

Py T

'We were listening to one of your Sahabah &5 reciting the Qur'aan in the
Masjid. I have never heard a voice like his nor such recitation from any of your
other Sahabah #&&@%.' Rasulullaah %8 got up and I got up with him as he
listened attentively to the man. He then turned to me saying, ‘That is Saalim
&S5 the freed slave of Abu Hudhayfah $&J&iks. All praise belongs to Allaah

(1) Haakim (Vol.3 Pg.546).

(2) Bazzaar and Tabraani. Haythami (Vol.1 Pg.295) has commented on the chain of narrators.
(3) Tabraani. Haythami (Vol.2 Pg.258) has commented on the chain of narrators.

(4) Tabraani, reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami (Vol.2 Pg.257).

(5) Ibn Jareer, as quoted in Kanzu/ Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.181).

(6) A jurist with a very deep and fully-fledged understanding of the injunctions of the Shari'ah.
(7) Ibn Sa'd (Vol.3 Pg.155).
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Who has made such people amongst my Ummahr(!)

The Fervour Hadhrat Abu Moosa Ash'ari &&E@:2
and Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah &J&@% had for Salaah

Hadhrat Masrooq reports, "We were with Hadhrat Abu Moosa Ash'ari ¥)&@% on a
journey when the night gave us sanctuary in a plantation. When we set up camp
there, Hadhrat Abu Moosa &&@®% stood up in a part of the night to perform
salaah." Hadhrat Masrooq then went on to describe the beautiful voice of
Hadhrat Abu Moosa ¥I8@% and his melodious recitation of the Qur'aan.
Whenever he passed a verse invoking a supplication, he made the supplication
and then prayed, "O Allaah! You are the Giver of peace and You love peace. You
are the giver of safety and You love the Mu'min. You are the Giver of protection
and You love those who give protection. You are The Truthful and You love the
truthful ones." )

Hadhrat Abu Uthmaan Nahdi says, "I was the guest of Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah
@)Ewss for seven days. His servant, his wife and he would take turns to each
spend a third of the night in Ibaadah." ©)

The Fervour Hadhrat Abu Talha Ansaari &JE@s

and Another Sahabi &lG@shad for Salaah

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abu Bakr $&@% narrates that Hadhrat Abu Talha Ansaari
“ISWs was once performing salaah in his orchard when a little bird flew by and,
unable to find an opening (through the thick growth), it started to flutter about.
The sight captivated Hadhrat Abu Talha $&@8's attention and his eyes followed
the bird for an instant. When he refocused his attention to his salaah, he had
forgotten how many Rakaahs he had performed. He said, "A great test has
afflicted me in this property of mine." He then went to Rasulullaah 2% and
recounting the loss he suffered in his salaah, he said, "O Rasulullaah $8851 1 give
over this orchard in Sadaqah. Dispose of it as you please." )

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abu Bakr \S@5% also narrates that an Ansaari &)\&i% was
once performing salaah in his orchard in the vicinity of Quf which was one of the
valleys of Madinah. The season for dates was at its peak with the branches of the
date palms hanging low with the weight of the dates. When his glance happened
to fall on the laden palms, the sight of the dates captivated his attention and
when he turned his attention back to his salaah, he had forgotten how many
Rakaahs he had performed. "A great test has afflicted me in this property of
mine," he sighed. He then went to Hadhrat Uthmaan bin Affaan &8 who was
then the Khalifah and related the incident to him, saying, "I am donating it as
Sadaqah, so use it for some good cause." Hadhrat Uthmaan &% sold the
orchard for fifty thousand Dirhams, because of which the property was then

(1) Haakim (Vol.3 Pg.225), reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Dhahabi.
(2) Abu Nu'aym in his Hilya (Vol.1 Pg.259).

(3) Abu Nu'aym in his Hilya (Vol.1 Pg.383).

(4) Maalik, as quoted in Targheeb wat Tarheeb (Vol.1 Pg.316).
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named the 'Khamseen' {'the fifty). )

The Fervour Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Zubayr &iGEWs

and Hadhrat Adi bin Haatim &\5@:% had for Salaah
Hadhrat Asmaa GE&@#% reports that (her son) Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Zubayr
WEWs passed the nights in salaah and the days fasting. He was therefore called
the pigeon of the Masjid (because he was always there). )

Hadhrat Adi bin Haatim &J&i$ says, "When the time for any salaah arrives, !
have already prepared for it and am brimming with fervour for it." (3)

The Construction of Masaajid

The Narration of Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah &JE@s
and Hadhrat Talq bin Ali ¥&E®% Concerning The
Construction of Masjidun Nabawi
Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah $IE@% reports, "Rasulullaah 488 was with us as we
carried the bricks to the construction site of the Masjid (Nabawi. This incident
took place after the Battle of Khaybar when the Masjid was rebuilt). When I met
Rasulullaah 83 carrying a brick lengthways across his abdomen, I felt that this
would be difficult for him. I therefore said, 'Give it to me, O Rasulullaah %328%r
Rasulullaah %285 said, ‘Take another, O Abu Hurayrah! There is (true) no life

other the life of the Aakhirah,™(*

Hadhrat Talq bin Ali #&@% says, "When 1 assisted in the construction of the
Masjid together with Rasulullaah # he said (to the others), 'Let this Yamaami
(Hadhrat Talq &&#%) handle the mortar because he mixes it best and has the
strongest shoulders." )

Hadhrat Talq bin Ali $J&4¥55 relates, "I came to Rasulullaah $8#£ at the time when
his Sahabah #&GiE% were busy constructing the Masjid. It appeared to me that
Rasulullaah %3 was not too pleased with the manner in which the work was
being done, so I took a spade and started mixing the mortar. Rasulullaah &E%5
seemed to like the manner in which I handled the spade and the work\‘l‘\\/vas
doing, so he said (to the others), "Leave the Hanafi to the mortar because he is
most proficient with it."©)

The Effort that the Wife of Hadhrat Abdullaah bin .
Abu Awfa &JE2 Put into the Construction of the

Masjidun NAbawi

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abu Awfa &JG@% narrates that when his wife passed

(1) Maalik, as quoted in Awjaz (Vol.1 Pg.315).

(2) Abu Nu'aym in his Hijya (Vol.1 Pg.335).

(3) tbn Asaakir, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.7 Pg.80). Ibn Mubaarak has reported a similar
narration, as quoted in Jsaabah (Vol.2 Pg.468).

{4) Ahmad, reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami (Vol.2 Pg.9).

(5} Ahmad and Tabraani, reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami (Vol.2 Pg.9).

(6) Ahmad. Haythami (Vol.2 Pg.9) has commented on the chain of narrators.




THE LIVES OF THE SAHABAH SE)\GEWMS vol-3) 141

away, he said to the people, "Carry her (bier) with great fervour because she and
her slaves would carry rocks for (the construction of) the Masjid that was
founded on Taqwa (the Masjidun Nabawi) during the night while we would
manage carrying only two rocks at a time during the day." )

Rasulullaah §38L's Desire to have His Masjid like
the Shelter of Hadhrat Moosa $liE

(e

Hadhrat Ubaadah bin Saamit &% narrates that the Ansaar once said to him,
"For how long will Rasulullaah 43 perform salaah beneath (a roof made of)
these palm branches?" They then collected many gold coins which they presented
to Rasulullaah &&8 saying, "We wish to renovate and beautify this Masjid."
Rasulullaah 4845 however replied, "I do not wish to veer from the example of my
brother Moosa Sl (who had a shelter made of palm branches). The ceiling (of
the Masjid) should remain like the shelter of Moosa SEE "(2)

Another narration states that the Ansaar once collected a sum of money which
they presented to Rasulullaah &8 saying, "O Rasulullaah #2#£! Rebuild this
Masjid and beautify it. How long will we perform salaah beneath these
branches?" Rasulullaah %8 however replied, "I do not wish to veer from the
example of my brother Moosa . The ceiling (of this Masjid) should remain
like the shelter of Moosa Sl ")

Describing the shelter of Hadhrat Moosa &4, Hadhrat Hasan explains that
when Hadhrat Moosa $£& merely lifted his hand, it would reach the top. )
Hadhrat Ibn Shihaab reports, "The pillars of the Masjidun Nabawi during the time
of Rasulullaah %% were trunks of palm trees while the roof was made of palm
branches and leaves without any plaster. The Masjid would therefore be full of

Rasulullaah £Z8 Prostrates in Mud in the Masjid
In the chapter discussing Laylatul Qadr, Imaam Bukhaari reports a narration
(from Hadhrat Abu Sa'eed Khudri &J&@%) that states: "Rasulullaah 4328 said, '(In
a vision informing me when Lapatul Qadr will be) 1 saw myself prostrating in
mud. Therefore, all those who had been observing I'tikaaf with Rasulullaah $5%%
should come back.' We then returned although we saw not a trace of clouds in
the sky. A cloud however appeared and when it rained, the water flowed through
the roof, which was made of palm branches. When salaah started, 1 saw
Rasulullaah %885 prostrate in mud. Traces of the mud were later visible on his
forehead.” (©

(1) Bazzaar. Haythami (Vol.2 Pg.10) has commented on the chain of narrators.
(2) Tabraani. Haythami (Vol.1 Pg.16) has commented on the chain of narrators.
(3) Bayhagqi in his Dalaa'il.

(4) Bayhaqi.

(5) Bayhaqi.

(6) Wafaa'ul Wafaa (Vol.1 Pg.242).
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Rasulullaah $23 Refuses to Build the Masjid Like

the Buildings in Shaam

Hadhrat Khaalid bin Ma'daan narrates that Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Rawaaha
@E@% and Hadhrat Abu Dardaa )&% were once measuring the Masjid with a
stick. Coming out of hisroom, Rasulullaah 2% asked, "What are you twa doing?"
They replied, "We wish to construct the Masjid of Rasulullaah 285 like the
buildings of Shaam are built. The expenses shall be borne by the Ansaar." "Bring
me that stick," Rasulullaah §28% instructed. He then took the stick from, them and
walked away with it. When he reached his door, Rasulullaah #8485 threw the stick
away and said, "Never! (The Masjid should never be built like that!) It should be
made of grass, sticks and roof like the shelter of Moosa #4E. Death is much
nearer at hand." When someone asked what the shelter of Hadhrat Moosa $lE
was like, Rasulullaah (Eé’&& replied, "When he stood up, his head touched the
roof."(1)

The Masjid is Extended during the Periods of
Hadhrat Umar &5@% and Hadhrat
Uthmaan &\&5@%

Hadhrat Naafi narrates, "Hadhrat Umar &% extended the Masjid from the
pillars to the Magsoorah (the room built for the Imaam). He said, 'Had | not
heard Rasulullaah #3£ say, 'We ought to extend our Masjid', I would never

have extended it." @

Hadhrat Naafi reports from Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar &J&i% that during the
time of Rasulullaah #84, the Masjid was built with unbaked bricks, the roof was
made of palm branches and the pillars were palm trunks. While Hadhrat Abu
Bakr &S made no extensions to the Masjid, Hadhrat Umar 38 did. He
however built the Masjid as it was during the time of Rasulullaah ###, using
unbaked bricks, palm branches and replacing the pillars of palm trunks. Hadhrat
Uthmaan &JG@% changed the building and made a large extension. He used
decorative stones and plaster for the walls with decorative stones for the pillars
and teakwood for the roof. 3)

Hadhrat Atiyya narrates that Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar )&@% said, "During
the time of Rasulullaah %&£, the pillars of the Masjid consisted of palm trunks
with the top shaded with palm branches. When this deteriorated during the
Khilaafah of Hadhrat Abu Bakr 4645, he rebuilt it also using palm trunks and
branches. When it again deteriorated during the Khilaafah of Hadhrat Uthmaan
NS5, he had it rebuilt with baked bricks and it has remained standing to this
day." )

Hadhrat Mahmood bin Labeed reports thatwhen Hadhrat Uthmaan &2 expressed

(1) Ibn Zabaalah, as quoted in Wafaa'ul Wafaa (Vol.1 Pg.241).
(2) Ahmad.

(3) Bukhaari and Abu Dawood.

(4) Abu Dawood.
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the intention to rebuild the Masjid, the people disliked the idea because they
wanted him to leave it as it was. He however said, "I heard Rasulullaah 4% say
that whoever builds a Masjid for (the pleasure of) Allaah, Allaah will build him
one just like it in Jannah." (!

Hadhrat Muttalib bin Abdullaah bin Ibn Hantab narrates that when Hadhrat
Uthmaan @2 became the Khalifah in the year 24 A H., the people requested
him to extend the Masjid, complaining that it was too congested on Fridays,
because of which they were forced to perform salaah on the adjoining ground.
Hadhrat Uthmaan #6®% then consulted with the senior Sahabah #&@% and
they unanimously decided that the building be demolished and extended. After
leading the Zuhr salaah, Hadhrat Uthmaan &J&@% mounted the pulpit and after
praising Allaah, he said, "O people! 1 have decided to demolish the Masjid of
Rasulullaah #3% and to extend it. I testify that I have heard Rasulullaah #5%
say, 'Whoever builds a Masjid for Allaah, Allaah shall build him a home ‘in
Jannah.' I have also a precedent and leader who has passed before me and
paved the way for me. He was Umar bin Khattaab who also extended and
rebuilt the Masjid. In addition to this, I have consulted with the senior
Sahabah #&E@% of Rasulullaah %24, who are unanimous that the Masjid be
demolished, rebuilt and extended.”

The people liked the idea and made du'aa for him. The following morning,
Hadhrat Uthmaan €& summoned the builders and himself participated in the
construction even though he was person who always fasted by day and
performed salaah during the night. In fact, he was a person who seldom left the
Masjid. His instructions were that filtered plaster be made in Batn Nakhl.
Construction work commenced in the month of Rabee'ul Awwal in the year 29
A.H. and was completed when the new year entered with the arrival of the
crescent of Muharram of the year 30 A.H. The construction therefore took ten
months, @

Rasulullaah 5% Demarcates A Location in
Madinah for a Masjid for the Juhaynah Tribe

Hadhrat Jaabir bin Usaamah Juhani &% says, "When I once happened to run
into Rasulullaah $3%£ and some of his companions in the marketplace, 1 asked
them where Rasulullaah #%% was héaded. They replied, 'He is going to
demarcate a Masjid for your people.' By the time I got there, Rasulullaah %&3&
had already demarcated an area and stuck a stick into the ground to fix the
direction of the Qibla." @

(1) Muslim.

(2) Muslim, as quoted in Wafaa'ul Wafaa (Vol.1 Pg.355,356).

(3) Tabraani in his Awsat and Kabeer. Haythami (Vol.2 Pg.15) has commented on the chain of
narrators. Abu Nu'aym has reported a similar narration in his Hilya, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal
(Vol.4 Pg.262) and Baawardi as well, as quoted in Kanzu/ Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.263).
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The Letter of Hadhrat Umar &5@% to the
Governors of the Various Districts Concerning the

Construction of Masaajid
Hadhrat Uthmaan bin Ataa narrates that when Hadhrat Umar &85 started
conquering cities, he wrote to Hadhrat Abu Moosa Ash'ari EJ&E#2 who was the
governor of Basrah. He instructed him to build a (large and central) Masjid for
salaah to take place in congregation and also several (small) Masaajid for the
various tribes (in their localities). The people were all to gather in the central
Masjid on Fridays to perform the Jumu'ah salaah. He then wrote a letter with the
same instructions to Hadhrat Sa'd bin Abi Waqqaas &% who was the
governor of Kufa and another to Hadhrat Amr bin Al Aas &&®% who was the
governor of Egypt. He then wrote to the commanders of the various armies not to
base themselves in rural areas but to set up bases in the cities and to build only
one Masjid and not several Masaajid for every tribe as was being done in Basrah,
Kufa and Egypt. The people abided strictly by this instruction of Hadhrat Umar

@y ()
\ Maintenance and Cleanliness of
the Masaajid

Rasulullaah %84 's Instruction for Places of Salaah to
be made inside Houses and that they Be kept Clean

Hadhrat Urwa bin Zubayr ¥E@% reports that one of the Sahabah &S said,
"Rasulullaah #524E used to instruct us to make places of salaah within our homes,
to build them well and to keep them clean." @

Hadhrat Aa'isha GEEES reports that Rasulullaah &8 gave instructions for
places of salaah to be made within homes and that they be kept clean and

fragranced. )

Rasulullaah 4% Sees in Jannah a Woman who
Used to Keep the Masjid Clean

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas &J&#% narrates that when a woman who used to
remove dirt from the Masjid passed away, the Sahabah #&&@% did not inform
Rasulullaah $E85 about her funeral (and they proceeded to bury her). (When he
found out,) Rasulullaah #22£ said to them, "You must inform me when any of you
passes away." Rasulullaah #38£ performed the janaazah salaah and then said, "1

saw her in Jannah picking up dirt from the Masjid." @)

(1) Ibn Asaakir, as quoted in Kanzu!/ Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.259).

(2) Ahmad, reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami (Vol.2 Pg.11).

(3) Abu Dawood, Tirmidhi and 1bn Maajah, as quoted in Mishkaatul Masaabeeh (Pg.61).
(4) Tabraani. Haythami (Vol.2 Pg.10) has commented on the chain of narrators.
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Hadhrat Umar &&E@®% Burns Incense in the

Masjidun Nabawi
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar )&% reports that Hadhrat Umar &% used to
burn incense in the Masjid of Rasulullaah $2# every Friday. ()

Walking to the Masaajid

The Incident of an Ansaari who Walked to the

Masjid from his Distant home

Hadhrat Ubay bin Ka'b %% says, "There was a person who in my knowledge
lived furthest from the Masjid. He however never missed a single salaah.
Someone once suggested to him, "Why do you not buy a donkey that you could
ride in the dark and through the blistering sands?" The man replied, "(Let alone
doing that,) I would not even be happy with a house right next to the Masjid
because I want my walking to the Masjid and my retuning to my family to be
recorded for me (in my record of good deeds)." Rasulullaah 43 remarked,
"Allaah has accumulated it all for you." @

In another narration, Hadhrat Ubay bin Ka'b ¥&@% says, "There was a person
from the Ansaar whose house was the furthest (from the Masjid) in Madinah. He
however never missed a single salaah with Rasulullaah #3£. Taking pity on him,
I suggested, 'Whydoyounotbuyadonkey that could protect you from the blistering
sands and creatures on the ground?' The man replied, 'Listen well! By Allaah! (Let
alone doing that,) I would not even be happy with a house right next to that of
Muhammad #3.' This statement weighed heavily on me and I reported it to
Rasulullaah #8885 When Rasulullaah $88 summoned the man (and questioned
him), he repeated himself, explaining that he -hoped for rewards in every step.
Rasulullaah #8 said, 'You shall have what you hope for."® Another narration
states that Rasulullaah #8288 said, "His stages (in Jannah) are elevated with
every step that he takes." )

Rasulullaah %8 Shortens his Steps to the Masjid
Hadhrat Zaid bin Thaabit &J&@®% narrates that when he used to walk with
Rasulullaah 3% when they went for salaah, Rasulullaah 48% took short steps.
"Do you know why I shorten my steps?" Rasulullaah #3885 asked. "Allaah and His
Rasool #88¢ know best," Hadhrat Zaid replied. Rasulullaah &85 explained, "A
person remains in salaah (receives the rewards of salaah) as long as he is
engaged in the effort of salaah (doing anything contributing towards salaah)." ©)
Another narration states that Rasulullaah #53#'s explanation was: "l am doing
this only so that my steps in the effort of (going for) salaah are increased." ©)

(1) Abu Ya'la. Haythami (Vol.2 Pg.11) has commented on the chain of narrators.
(2) Ahmad, Muslim, Daarmi, Abu Awaana, Ibn Khuzaymah and Ibn Hibbaan.

(3) Tayaalisi, Ibn Maajah and Muslim.

(4) Humaydi and Abu Dawood, as quoted in Xanzu/ Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.244).

(5) Tabraani.

(6) Tabraani. Haythami (Vol.2 Pg.32) has commented on the chain of narrators.
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Hadhrat Anas bin Maalik &5 Shortens his Steps

when Walking to the Masjid
Hadhrat Thaabit &% says, "I was once walking with Hadhrat Anas bin Maalik
)50 in Zaawiyah (a district of Basrah) when he heard the Adhaan. He then
started to shorten his steps until he entered the Masjid. 'O Thaabit! he asked, 'Do
you know why I have walked with you in this manner?' 'Allaah and His Rasool
$388E know best,' I replied. He said, 'So that my steps in the effort of salaah are
increased."(!)

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood &&ss
Hurries for Salaah

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood &5 once left home for the kasjid. When he
started to hurry, someone asked, "Why are you doing this whe: vou prevent
others from it?" Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood &% replied, i v#3h (o attain
the frontier of salaah, which is the first Takbeer. "(?)

Hadhrat Salamah bin Kuhayl narrates that when someone objected to Hadhrat
Abdullaah bin Mas'ood @55 hurrying for salaah, he replied, "Of the things that

you hurry towards, is salaah not the most deserving of them all?" *

Rasulullaah 8 Prohibits Running for Salaah

Hadhrat Abu Qataadah narrates that as they were once performing salaah behind
Rasulullaah &8, he heard some clamouring from the people at the back. After
completing the salaah, Rasulullaah %8 asked what the matter was. When the
Sahabah #8@#% informed him that it was them running for the salaah.
Rasulullaah #58 said, "Do not do that. You should (not hurry and then) perform
the Rakaahs you manage to join and complete afterwards the ones you could not

join." 4)

What Masaajid are Built for and what the
- Sahabah #&EW2 did therein

The Sahabah #&&@% Condemn a Bedouin who
Urinated in the Masjid and the Stance Rasulullaah
#%6E took in the matter

Hadhrat Anas &l&@% narrates that they were once in a Masjid with Rasulullaah
58 when a Bedouin stood in the Masjid and started urinating there. "Stop!
Stop!" the Sahabah #&E@%% shouted. Rasulullaah %3885 however said to them, "Do
not stop him from urinating. Leave him alone!" The Sahabah #&Ed% then
allowed him to finish urinating. Rasulullaah #5%E then called him and said,

(1) Tabraani in his Kkabeer. Haythami (Vol.2 Pg.32) has commented on the chain of narrators.
(2) Tabraani.

(3) Tabraani. Haythami (Vol.2 Pg.32) has commented on the chain of narrators.

(4) Tabraani, reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami (Vol.2 Pg.31).
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"These Masaajid are not intended for the purpose of urinating and any other
filth. They are there for the remembrance of Allaah, for salaah and for the
recitation of the Qur'aan." Rasulullaah #3%# then instructed someone to bring a
bucket of water, which was poured over the (contaminated) area. (M

The Incident of Rasulullaah $28£ with Some
Sahabah #5@2 who were sitting in the Masjid
to Engage in Dhikr

Hadhrat Abu Sa'eed Khudri &3§@% narrates that Hadhrat Mu'aawiya #3&@% once
approached a group of people in the Masjid. "What makes you people sit here?"
he asked. "We are sitting here to make the Dhikr of Allaah," they replied. Hadhrat
Mu'aawiya ¥)&E®2 asked further, "Do you swear by Allaah that there is no other
reason for your sitting here?" When they confirmed that there was no other
motive, Hadhrat Mu'aawiya &)@ said, "1 have not asked you to swear by Allaah
because 1 am suspicious (that you may lie to me). There is none who despite
being as close to Rasulullaah 883 as I was, narrated fewer Ahadeeth than I have
(out of cautiousness, I narrate very few Ahadeeth. However, 1 shall now narrate
one to you people). Rasulullaah #3%% once came out of his room where he found
a group of his Sahabah #&\&@% (sitting in the Masjid). 'What makes you people sit
here?' Rasulullaah %% asked. They said, 'We are sitting here to engage in the
Dhikr of Allaah and to praise Him for guiding us to Islaam and for blessing us
with the bounty of Islaam.' Rasulullaah ¢85 asked further, 'Do you swear by
Allaah that there is no other reason for your sitting here?' 'We swear by Allaah
that there is no other reason for us sitting here?' they replied. Rasulullaah ¥
then said to them, 'I have not asked you to swear by Allaah because I am
suspicious (that you may lie to me). However, Jibra'eel #35& has come to inform
me that Allaah is boasting about you before the angels."?)

The Incident of Rasulullaah %88 with Three
Persons and the Incident when he Sat with those
Busy with the Qur'aan

Hadhrat Abu Waaqid Haarith bin Auf %}&@#% narrates that they were once sitting
with Rasulullaah #3885 when three persons arrived. While two of them came
towards Rasulullaah %84, the other turned and left. From the two that came to
Rasulullaah #33, one saw a space in the gathering and occupied it while the
other sat behind the people. When Rasulullaah #3% had finished, he said,
"Should I not tell you about three persons? As for one of them, he sought a place
with Allaah and Allaah granted it to him. The second was shy, so Allaah treated
him accordingly (without depriving him of His mercy). However, the third turned

away from Allaah, so Allaah turned away from him as well." )

(1) Muslim (Vol.1 Pg.138) and Tahaawi (Vol.1 Pg.8).

(2) Muslims, as quoted in Riyaadhus Saaliheen (Pg.156). Tirmidhi and Nasa'ee have reported a similar
narration, as quoted in Jam'ul Fawaa'id (Vol.2 Pg.249).

(3) Bukhaari and Muslim, as quoted in Riyaadhus Saaliheen (Pg.515). Maalik and Tirmidhi have
reported a similar narration, as quoted in Jam'ul Fawaa'id (Vol.1 Pg.21).
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Hadhrat Abul Qamraa ¥)545 relates, "We were once sitting in several gatherings
in Rasulullaah %8%5's Masjid, discussing Ahadeeth when Rasulullaah #388£ came
out from one of his rooms. Looking at the various gatherings, Rasulullaah #588:
sat down with those busy with (learning and teaching) the Qur'aan. He then said,
'I have been commanded to sit with this gathering."(!)

The Statement of Hadhrat Ali €54 Concerning

the Qurraa of the Qur'aan

Hadhrat Kulayb bin Shihaab narrates that Hadhrat Ali &1&#@% once heard a lot of
sound from the Masjid as people were busy reciting the Qur'aan and teaching
others to do so. He remarked, "Glad tidings for these people! These are the
people whom Rasulullaah %5 loved the most." @

It is also Hadhrat Kulayb who narrates that Hadhrat Ali ¥&i@% was once in the
Masjid of Kufa when he heard a lot of sound. "Who is that?" he asked. When he
was informed that the sound was coming from some people who were busy
reciting or learning the Qur'aan, he commented, "Take note that it was such
people whom Rasulullaah £88 loved most." ©)

The Incident of Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah &5 with
the People in the Market place

Hadhrat Hasan reports that Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah &% once passed through
the market place of Madinah when he stood there and called out, "O traders!
What makes you so helpless?" "What are you talking about, O Abu Hurayrah
E)s@?" they asked. He said, "There you have the inheritance of Rasululiaah
#3%E being distributed whereas you people are still here! Are you not going to
claim your shares?" "Where is it?" they all asked. "In the Masjid," he replied. They
all rushed to the Masjid as Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah &85 remained there waiting
for them. When they returned (and he noted the despondency on their faces), he
asked, "What is the matter?" "O Abu Hurayrah &J&@s!" they replied, "We went to
the Masjid but found nothing being distributed there." Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah
NS asked, "Did you see absolutely no one there?" "O yes we did," they replied,
"we saw some people performing salaah, others reciting the Qur'aan and
others discussing what was Halaal and what was Haraam.” Hadhrat Abu
Hurayrah &&E@% remarked, "Shame on you! That is the inheritance if
Rasulullaah $8285."4)

(1) Ibn Mandah, as quoted in /saabah (Vol.4 Pg.160). Ibn Abdul Birr has also reported the narration in
his Istiaab (Vol.4 Pg.164), as has Abu Amr Daani in his Tabaqaattul Qurraa, as quoted in Kanzu/
Umimaai (Vol.1 Pg.219).

(2) Tabraani in his Awsat, as quoted in Majma'uz Zawaa'id (Vol.7 Pg.166). Haythami has however
commented on the chain of narrators. Ibn Munee has reported a similar narration, as quoted in
Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.1 Pg.218).

(3) Bazzaar, as quoted in Majma'uz Zawaaid (Vol.7 Pg.162).

(4) Tabraani in his Awsat, as quoted in Targheeb wat Tarheeb (Vol.1 Pg.66).
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Hadhrat Umar ¥J&E@s5 Praises the Gatherings
in the Masaajid

Hadhrat Ibn Mu'aawiya Kindi reports that when he once went to see Hadhrat
Umar $J8@% in Shaam, Hadhrat Umar $15i%% asked him about the condition of
the people and said further, "Does it not happen that when a man enters the
Masjid like an escaped camel and then sits with a group only if they belong to his
tribe or if they are pecple whom he knows?" "Not at all," Hadhrat Ibn Mu'aawiya,
replied, "In fact, there are several gatherings (in our Masjid) in which the
people participate to learn and to rehearse good to each other." To this
Hadhrat Umar &)&@% remarked, "You people will always remain in good stead
as long as you remain like this." (!

Rasulullaah %28 Walks from the Masjid with the
Sahabah #&&@2 to Address the Jews

Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah )% narrates that they were sitting in the Masjid one
day when Rasulullaah #3%8% came out of his room and said, "Let us go to the
Jews." (When he reached them) Rasulullaah #8% said, "Accept Islaam and you
will live in peace. "But you have already conveyed this message to us," they
replied. "But that is still what 1 want (that you people accept Islaam). So (I repeat)
do accept Islaam and you will live in peace.” Again the Jews responded by saying,
"But you have already conveyed this message to us." "But that is still what I
want," Rasulullaah #3 reiterated. When Rasulullaah %38 repeated himself for
the third time (and they again refused to accept), he added, "You ought to know
that the earth belongs to Allaah and His Rasool ##£. I now wish to banish you
from this land. Whoever wishes to sell any of his belongings may do so,

otherwise you should bear in mind that the earth belongs to Allaah aid His
Rasool ¥ ")

Rasulullaah £&% has Hadhrat Sa'd bin Mu'aadh
&S5 placed in the Masjid when the latter was

Injured during the Battle of Khandaq
Hadhrat Aa'isha G&&i@% narrates that Hadhrat Sa'd bin Mu'aadh @&&% was
injured during the Battle of Khandaiq-wh_en a person by the name of Hibbaan bin
Ariqah shot an arrow that struck Hadhrat Sa'd %J&@%'s brachial artery.
Rasulullaah %8 had a tent pitched for Hadhrat Sa'd bin Mu'aadh &5 in the
Masjid so that he could be close by to visit him. When Nabi #5885 returned from
the Battle of Khandag, he removed his armour and took a bath. It was then that
Hadhrat Jibra'eel S84 came to Rasulullaah #3; wiping dust off his head. "By
Allaah!" Hadhrat Jibra'eel $E said, "You have already removed your armour
whereas we (the angels) have not yet removed ours."March to them." "Where

should we march?" Rasulullaah 8 asked. Hadhrat Jibra'eel SILE pointed

(1) Marwazi and Ibn Abi Shaybah, as quoted in Kanzu/ Ummaal (Vol.5 Pg.229).
(2) Bukhaari, Muslim and Abu Dawood, as quoted in Jam'u} Fawaa'id (Vol.2 Pg.44).
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towards the Banu Qurayzah tribe.

Rasulullaah #33£ then marched (with the Sahabah #&&#¥53) to the Banu Qurayzah
and (after a siege) they surrenderec} themselves with the agreement that
Rasulullaah %38 decides their fate. Rasulullaah ##£ however handed over to
Hadhrat Sa'd %8545 the decision (to decide what to do with them). Hadhrat Sa'd
E)Swss pronounced his decision stating, "I pronounce that all their able-bodied
fighters be executed, that their women and children be taken as slaves and
that their wealth be distributed (as booty)."

A narrator by the name of Hadhrat Hishaam reports from his father who reports
from Hadhrat Aa'isha GG that Hadhrat Sa'd &@i@s prayed, "O Allaah! You
know well that I do not love to fight anyone more than the people who rejected
your Rasool 8% and banished him. O Allaah! 1 have a feeling that You have
ended the fighting between them and us but if there are any more wars to take
place between us and the Quraysh, do allow me to live on to fight them for your
pleasure. However, if You have ended the fighting (between us and the Quraysh),
then allow this wound to open so that I may die because of it." The wound then
erupted close to his chest and a group of people from the Banu Ghifaar who were
in the Masjid were not alerted except by the blood that came running towards
them. "O people of the tent!" they called out, "What is this we see coming from
your direction?" They then discovered that it was the bleeding wound of Hadhrat
sa'd 's wound, from which he passed away. (1)

The Men of Suffa, Hadhrat Abu Dharr &E@s and
other Sahabah #&5@2 Sleep in the Masjid
Hadhrat Yazeed bin Abdullaah bin Qusayt $J&®% says that the men of the Suffa
were men during the time of Rasuiullaah ¢ who had no homes. They slept
and took shelter in the Masjid for they had no other shelter. Rasulullaah #3%
would call them at night when he ate supper and after distributing them amongst
the Sahabah #&&@%, there would still be a group of them who ate with

Rasulullaah $338£. This took place until Allaah made them independent. ) ‘
Hadhrat Asmaa bint Yazeed G2 narrates that Hadhrat Abu Dharr 8@ used
to be in the service of Rasulullaah &85 and whenever he had finished, he took
shelter in the Masjid, which was his home where he lay down to rest. When
Rasulullaah #3%£ entered the Masjid one night, he found Hadhrat Abu Dharr
455 lying on the grqund. When Rasulullaah ##8% nudged him with his foot,
Hadhrat Abu Dharr )65 sat up straight. "Did I see you sleeping?" Rasulullaah
#528E asked. "O Rasulullaah #3351 Hadhrat Abu Dharr &)&@% said, "Where can |
sleep? Which other home do I have?” The rest of the Hadith has been reported in
the chapter dealing with the Khilaafah. (¥

Hadhrat Abu Dharr 4} himself reports that after serving Rasulullaah #33£, he
used to lie down in the Masjid. @)

(1) Bukhaari and Muslim, as quoted in Jam'ul Fawaa'id (Vol.2 Pg.52).

(2) Ibn Sa'd (Vol.2 Pg.20).

(3) Ahmad and Tabraani. Haythami (Vol.2 Pg.22) has commented on the chain of narrators.
(4) Tabraani.
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Several incidents describing how the Sahabah eSS slept in the Masjid has
passed in the chapter discussing hospitality towards guests.

When Hadhrat Hasan &J&E@d% was asked about people taking their siesta in the
Masjid, he replied, "I have seen Hadhrat Uthmaan bin Affaan ¥)&@5% taking his
siesta in the Masjid during the period when he was Khalifah." (1)

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar #)&@s5 said, "When we were still youngsters during
the time of Rasulullaah #2%, we used to spend the night at the Masjid." He also
said, "After gathering for the Jumu'ah salaah, we would return to the Masjid to
have our siesta." (%)

Hadhrat Umar &I&@% once said, "When any of you has been sitting too long in
the Masjid, there is no harm in him lying down on his side because this is the
most appropriate manner to prevent his sitting from tiring him." (3)

Hadhrat Khaleed bin Abu Ishaaq narrates that he once asked Hadhrat Abdullaah
bin Abbaas &&@% about sleeping in the Masjid. Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas
#)@W5 replied, "There is no harm in it if you are sleeping (to gain strength) for
performing salaah or Tawaaf." (@)

Rasulullaah #32%3£ Hastens to the Masjid when the
Wind Blows Fiercely and During an Eclipse

Hadhrat Jaabir &J&@% says, "Whenever the wind blew fiercely at night,

Rasulullaah #3%£ hastened towards the Masjid and would remain there until the
wind subsided. He would also hasten to the place of salaah whenever the sun or
the moon eclipsed.” '+ (5)

Hadhrat Ataa reports that a Sahabi by the name of Hadhrat Ya'la bin Umayyah®
BEw» used to sit for even a moment in the Masjid with the intention of

performing I'tikaaf. (©)

Rasulullaah %3 Makes a Delegation from the

Thagqgeef stay in the Masjid

Hadhrat Atiyya bin Sufyaan bin Abdullaah &&#% narrates, "When a delegation
from the Thageef came to Rasululiaah %885 one Ramadhaan, Rasulullaah' #5385
pitched a tent for them in the Masjid. When they accepted Islaam, they started to
fast with Rasulullaah #2827

Hadhrat Uthmaan bin Abil Aas ¥@@% narrates that when the Thaqgeef delegation
came to Rasulullaah 488, he accommodated them in the Masjid so that it would
soften their hearts. The rest of the narration has already passed in the chapter
concerning Da'wah towards Allah and His Rasool £#8(8)

(1) Bayhagqi and 1bn Asaakir, as quoted in Kanzul/ Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.261).

(2) 1bn Abi Shaybah, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.261).

(3) Ibn Sa'd (vol.3 Pg.294).

(4) Abdur Razzaaq, as quoted in Kanzu! Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.261).

(5) 1bn Abi Dunya, as quoted in Kanzul/ Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.289).

(6) Abu Nu'aym in his Hilya (Vol.3 Pg.312).

(7) Tabraani. Haythami (Vol.2 Pg.28) has commented on the chain of narrators.

(8) Under the heading "The Banu Thageef tribe of Taa'if Accept Islaam" and the subheading "The
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What the Sahabah #&&@2 did in the Masjid Apart
from Ibaadah and Dhikr

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Zubayr ¥i&#% says, "We once ate roasted meat with
Rasulullaah #&8 in the Masjid. When the Iqgaamah was called out for salaah, all
we did was wipe our hands with some pebbles.” (!

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar &% reports that the Masjidul Fadeekh got its
name from the fact that it was in this Masjid that some Fadeekh (%) was served to
Rasulullaah #88 and he drank it." 3 Another narration states that Rasulullaah
%33 was in the Masjidul Fadeekh when he was brought a jug of Fadeekh made
from half-ripe dates. Because Rasulullaah #598% drank the Fadeekh there, the
Masjid was named Masjidul Fadeekh." )

In the chapter discussing spending of wealth, narrations have already been
quoted stating that food and wealth were distributed in the Masjid. Narrations
have also passed mentioning that the people pledged allegiance to Hadhrat
Uthmaan &G and Hadhrat Abu Bakr &i&i#% in the Masjid. The incident
describing the Da'wah given to Hadhrat Dimaam 4552 in the Masjid has also
passed, which also states that it was in the Masjid that he accepted Islaam. The
chapter discussing Da'wah towards Allaah and His Rasool §¥#% also states the
narration in which Hadhrat Ka'b bin Zuhayr )&% accepted Islaam and then
recited a famous poem in the Masjid. The chapter discussing unity also contains
a Hadith in which it is stated that the consultative assembly also gathered in the
Masjid. Another narration (in the chapter of spending) makes it evident that it
was in the Masjid that the Sahabah #&&@% sat with Rasulullaah %845 in the
mornings. The chapter discussing how the Sahabah #&E#s feared having too
much of wealth also states that Hadhrat Umar &)@ used to sit in the Masjid
after salaah to tend to the needs of people. It is also established that it was also
in the Masjid that Hadhrat Abu Bakr &% and the other Sahabah &% sat
and wept when Rasulullaah $8¥ passed away. This was quoted in the love that

the Sahabah #&)&t5 had for Rasulullaah 23855

Things that Rasulullaah %24 and the

Sahabah #&&@s Disliked Happening
in the Masjid

Rasulullaah & Disapproves of Interlacing the

Fingers when in the Masjidx
A freed slave of Hadhrat Abu Sa'eed Khudri {5 says that he was once with

Thageef Tribe Sends Abd Yaaleel bin Amr with a Delegation to Rasulullaah ¢, who is Informed
of their Arrival."
(1) Tabraani, Haythami (Vol.2 Pg.21) has commented on the chain of narrators.
(2) A sweet drink made from crushed dates.
(3) Ahmad.
(4) Abu Ya'la. Haythami has commented on the chain of narrators.
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Hadhrat Abu Sa'eed Khudri )&% and Rasulullaah $38£ when they entered the
Masjid. There they saw a person sitting in the Idtibaa posture“) with his fingers
interlaced. When Rasulullaah #&% gestured to him (not to do what he was
doing), he failed to understand the gesture. Rasulullaah #28 then turned to
Hadhrat Abu Sa'eed Khudri %% and said, "When any of you are in the Masjid,
he should never interlace his fingers because interlacing the fmzers is prompted

by Shaytaan. As long as any of you remains in the Masjid, he réemains in salaah
n (2)

(continues receiving the rewards of salaah) until he leaves.

Rasulullaah %88 Disapproves q[f a person entering

the Masjid after Eating Garlic or Onions

Hadhrat Abu Bakr )&% narrates that after Rasulullaah #84 conquered
Khaybar, the Sahabah #&&ik8 became infatuated with garlic and started eating it
often. It was then that Rasulullaah %88% said, "The person who eats this pungent
vegetable should never come near our Masaajid." (3)

In his Jumu'ah lecture, Hadhrat Umar bin Khattaab &&i% once said, "The next
thing, O people, is that there are two plants you people eat from, which I regard
as being too pungent; namely onions and garlic. I have noticed that whenever
Rasulullaah 488 smelt these on a person in the Masjid, he would give
instructions that the person be removed from the Masjid and taken to Baqee.
Therefo:e, whoever wishes to eat them should first kill the odour by cooking
them."®

Rasulullaah %28t Disapproves of Spitting
in the Masjid

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar 4&J&@% narrates that as Rasulullaah &85 was once
delivering a lecture, he noticed some phlegm on the wall in the direction of the
Qibla. Rasulullaah &2 became very angry with the people and then scraped it
off. He then sent for some saffron, which he applied to the area and then said,
"Allaah is in front of a person's face when he performs salaah, so he should never
spit in front of him." (%)

A narration from Hadhrat Abu Sa'eed Khudri &}&#5% states that Rasulullaah 85
then turned to the people in anger saying, "Does someone amongst you like to
spit in the face of a person facing him? When any of you is performing salaah,
His Rabb is in front of him and an angel is on his right. He should therefore
never spit in front of him nor on his right." ()

Yet another narration from Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah 65 states that Rasulullaah
#53E said, "Verily the Masjid shrivels with phlegm just as a piece of flesh or skin

(1) Where a person sits with his legs folded in an upright position and thighs against the chest, held
by the arms or by a cloth tied around them and around the back.

(2) Ahmad. Haythami (Vol.2 Pg.25) has commented on the chain of narrators.

(3) Tabraani. Haythami (Vol.2 Pg.17) has commented on the chain of narrators.

(4) Muslim, Nasa'ee and Ibn Maajah, as quoted in Targheeb wat Tarheeb (Vol.1 Pg.88).

(5) Bukhaari, Muslim and Abu Dawood.

(6) Ibn Khuzaymabh, as quoted in Targheeb wat Tarheeb (Vol.1 Pg.163).
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shrivels with fire." (})

Rasulullaah #2% and the Sahabah &&)\GWws

Disapprove of Drawing a Sword in the Masjid
Hadhrat Jaabir &JG4ik% reports that Hadhrat Banna Juhani )&% informed him
that Rasulullaah £ once saw or passed by some people who were exchanging
naked swords amongst themselves in the Masjid. Rasulullaah $88 remarked,
"Allaah curses the people who do this. Have I not forbidden you from this? When
a person draws his sword and then intends giving it to another, he should
sheathe it before handing it over." ()

Hadhrat Sulaymaan-bin Moosa narrates that when Hadhrat Jaabir )&% was
asked about drawing swords in the Masjid, he said, "We have always disapproved
of it. In fact, when a person was giving an arrow away as Sadagah in.the Masjid,
Rasulullaah #3 instructed him not to pass through the Masjid with arrows
unless he held their heads firmly." )

Hadhrat Muhammad bin Abdullaah narrates that they were once in the Masjid
with Hadhrat Abu Sa'eed Khudri #&@% when a person turned an arrow around.
Hadhrat Abu Sa'eed Khudri #)&#% said, "Does he not know: that.Rasulullaah
%% forbade the turning around of weapons in the Masjid?" (9

Rasulullaah £2% and his Sahabah &jGWws
Disapprove of Announcing Lost Items in the Masjid

Hadhrat Buraydah )&% narrates that a man once made an announcement in
the Masjid saying, "Who has called for (the owner of) a red camel (that he has
found)?" Rasulullaah %&8% remarked, "May you not find it! The Masaajid were
built for their specific purposes (and not for announcing lost items)." ©

When Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood #J&#¥% heard a person announcing a lost
item in the Masjid, he told him to be silent and reprimanded him. "We have been
forbidden from doing this,” he added. (©)

Hadhrat Ibn Seereen reports that when Hadhrat Ubay bin Ka'b &)&d% heard a
person asking after his lost item in the Masjid, he became angry (and rebuked the
man). "O Abul Mundhir!" the man said, "You were never one to be so harsh."
Hadhrat Ubay @J&@% replied, "We have been commanded™to do this (to rebuke
people who announce {ost items in the Masjid)." @

.

Hadhrat Umar &JE@% Disapproves of Raising the
Voice, Making a Noise and Reciting Poetry
in the Masjid

22 S

Hadhrat Saa'ib bin Yazeed )&% narrates that he was once sleeping in the

(1) Abdur Razzaaq, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.260).

(2) Baghawi, Ibnus Sakan, Tabraani and others, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.262).
(3) Abdur Razzaaq, as quoted in Kanzu/ Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.262).

(4) Tabraani. Haythami (Vol.2 Pg.26) has commented on the chain of narrators.

(5) Muslim, Nasa'ee and Ibn Maajah, as quoted in Targheeb wat Tarheeb (Vol.1 Pg.167).

(6) Tabraani, as quoted in Targheeb wat Tarheeb (Vol.1 Pg.167).

(7) Abdur Razzaaq, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.260).
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Masjid when someone threw a pebble at him. When he looked up, he saw that it
was Hadhrat Umar &)5@%. Hadhrat Umar &E@% said to him, "Go and bring
those two men to me." When Hadhrat Saa'ib @& brought them, Hadhrat Umar
)55 asked them who they were. "Welare from Taa'if," they replied. Hadhrat
Umar @& then said, "Had you been from this town (Madinah), I would have
certainly punished you. How can you raise your voices in the Masjid of
Rasulullaah 4857 () ‘

Hadhrat Sa'eed bin Ibraheem reports from his father that when Hadhrat Umar
&N heard someone speaking in the Masjid, he asked, "Do you know where
you are? Do you know where you are?" Hadhrat Umar &850 dislikes hearing
people speak (loudly) in the Masjid. 2)

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar )@@ narrates that whenever Hadhrat Umar
E)\5@% went to the Masjid, he announced in the Masjid, "G« refrain from making
a noise." Another narration states that Hadhrat Umar %4&5@% woul+ announce at
the top of his voice, "Refrain from futilities in the Masjid!" )

It is reported that Hadhrat Umar &i&@% forbade noise in the Masjid saying,
"Voices should never be raised in our Masaajid." @)

Hadhrat Saalim narrates that Hadhrat Umar &85 had & piatform built next to
the Masjid, which he called Butayhaa. He would then say, "Whoever wishes to
make a noise, to recite a poem or to raise his voice ¢hould go to the
platform."®

Hadhrat Taariq bin Shihaab narrates that it was in the Masjid that a person was
brought before Hadhrat Umar &J&is5 for some crime. Hadhrat Umar &3&i55 gave
instructions that the man be taken out of the Masjid before being given a

beating.‘6)
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood &)\&@s
Disapproves of Reclining Against the Wall of the

Masjid in the Direction of the Qjbla

It was between the Adhaan and Iqaamah of Fajr that Hadl'rat Abdullaah bin
Mas'ood 4&J6i5% once saw some people reclining against the wall of the Masjid in
the direction of the Qibla. He said to them, "Do not be an obstacle between the
angels and their salaah." (7)

Hadhrat Haabis Taa'ee 4E@% Disapproves of
People Performing Salaah at the Front of the

Masjid before Dawn

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Aamir Alhaani narrates that a Sahabi by the name of

(1) Bukhaari and Bayhaqi.

(2) Ibraheem bin Sa'd and Ibn Mubaarak, as quoted in kanzu/ Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.258,260).
(3) Abdur Razzaaq, Ibn Abi Shaybah and Bayhaqi.

(4) Abdur Razzaaq and 1bn Abi Shaybah, as quoted in Kanzu/ Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.259).

() Maalik and Bayhagi, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.259).

(6) Abdur Razzaaq, as quoted in Kanzu/ Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.260).

(7) Tabraani, reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami (Vol.2 Pg.23).
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Hadhrat Haabis bin Sa'd Taa'ee &I&E®% once entered the Masjid before dawn and
saw some people performing salaah at the front of the Masjid. "By the Rabb of
the Kabah!" He exclaimed, "They are showing off! Scare them off because
whoever will scare them off has obeyed Allaah and His Rasool %&#." Some

people then approached them and saw them off. Hadhrat Haabis &% then
said, "Verily the angels perform salaah at the front of the Maﬂsj.id»baforp-dawn."(”

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood "B}
Disapproves of Performing Salaah behind Every
Pillar in the Masjid

Hadhrat Murrah Hamdaani says, "I told myself that 1 would perform two Rakaahs
salaah behind every pillar of the Masjid in Kufa. As I was busy performing salaah,
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood 455 appeared there and as I was about to
inform him about my resolve, someone else beat me to it. Hadhrat Abdullaah bin
Mas'ood &JE®% then said, "If he knew that Allaah is at the closest pillar, he
would not pass it without completing all the salaahs (he had undertaken to
perform because the reward is the same at all the pillars)." 2

The Importance Rasulullaah $% and the
Sahabah &5 Gave to the Adhaan

Before the Direction to Call out the Adhaan,
Rasulullaah 3£ rejects the Proposals to Ring a

Bell or to Blow a Trumpet to Announce the Salaah
Hadhrat Abu Umayr bin Anas narrates that from his uncles who belonged to the
Ansaar that when Rasulullaah %388 became concerned about how to gather the
people for salaah, someone suggested that a flag should be flown when the time
for salaah arrived and when they saw it, people would inform each other. When
this idea did not appeal to Rasulullaah #88%, someone else suggested the
trumpet. This also held little appeal for Rasulullaah ##8% and he dismissed the
idea saying, "It is a practice of the Jews." When someone else suggested ringing
a bell, Rasulullaah #3%% also dismissed it saying, "It is the practice of the
Christians." Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Zaid &% left with the concern of
Rasulullaah #3%¥ foremost in his mind and he was shown the Adhaan in his
dream. The Hadith still continues further.

Hadhrat Abu Sheikh narrates that Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Zaid &&@% said,
"Announcing the salaah was a great concern for Rasulullaah ¢ (during the
early days). Whenever the time for salaah arrived, he would have a person climb

high and wave his hands. Whoever saw the man came for salaah and whoever

(1) Ahmad and Tabraani. Haythami (Vol.2 Pg.16) has commented on the chain of narrators. 1bn
Asaakir and Abu Nu'aym have also reported the narration, as quoted in Kanzu/ Ummaal (Vol.4
Pg.262). Ibn Sa'd (Vol.7 Pg.431) has reported a similar narration.

(2) Tabraani. Haythami (Vol.2 Pg.16) has commented on the chain of narrators,

(3) Abu Dawood.
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did not see him did not know about the salaah. This made Rasulullaah 488 very
worried. 'Rasulullaah &88" someone said, 'Why don't you have a bell rung.' 'No,'
Rasulullaah #%E replied, 'That is the practice of the Christians.' Others
suggested, 'Then why don't you have a trumpet blown?' 'No,' Rasulullaah 2388
replied, 'That is the practice of the jews.' I then returned home, overcome with
the worry that 1 saw Rasulullaah ¢28£ so troubled. It was just before dawn when
slumber eventually overcame me and as 1 lay there halfway between
consciousness and sleep, 1 saw a man wearing two green garments. He stood on
the roof of the Masjid, placed his fingers in his ears and called out the
Adhaan."(")

Yet another narration from Hadhrat Anas &J&@55 states that when the time for
salaah arrived during the (early) period of Rasulullaah #5% someone would run
through the streets calling out, "Salaah! Salaah!" This was difficult for the people
and some of them suggested ringing a bell...". The Hadith continues further.®

Before the Directive to Call out the Adhaan, the
Call "As salaatu Jaami'ah" was Made during the

Time of Rasulullaah 3882
Hadhrat Naafi bin Jubayr, Hadhrat Urwa bin Zaid bin Aslam and Hadhrat Sa'eed
bin Musayyib all relate that before receiving the directive to call out the
Adhaan, Nabi 484's caller would call out, "As salaatu jaami'ah". This was how
the people gathered for salaah and it was only once the Qibla was changed to the
Kabah that the command for Adhaan was given. Since one of Rasulullaah %88

RBE's
greatest worries was how to inform people about the times of salaah, the
Sahabah #&E@% suggested some methods of getting the people together for
salaah. While some of them suggested the trumpet, others suggested the bell.
The Hadith continues further to the point where it states that when the Adhaan
was being called out (to call people for salaah), the announcement of "As
salaatu jaami'ah” was made only when important matters arose so that the
people could present themselves and be informed. In this manner they were
informed about conquests or about commands that they were to fulfil. At such
times, "As salaatu jaami'ah" was called out (to gather the people) even though it
was not the time for salaah. )

Hadhrat Sa'd Qaradh &E@ss Calls out The Adhaan

for Rasulullaah % at Quba
Hadhrat Sa'd Qaradh )&% reports that whenever Rasulullaah #3885 arrived in
Quba, Hadhrat Bilaal ¥}&@s% would call out the Adhaan to inform the people that
Rasulullaah &% had arrived so that they could gather before him. However,
when Rasulullaah #848 arrived one day without Hadhrat Bilaal &&@%, the
(non-Muslim) slaves started looking at each other. Hadhrat Sa'd Qaradh &E®%

(1) Abush Sheikh, as quoted in Kanzul/ Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.263).
(2) Abush sheikh, as quoted in Kanzu/ Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.265).
(3) Ibn Sa'd (Vol.1 Pg.246).
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immediately climbed upadatepalmandcalled out the Adhaan. "What made you call
out the Adhaan, O Sa'd?" Rasulullaah $3£ asked. Hadhrat Sa'd &)&@®% replied,
"May my parents be sacrificed for you! I saw you with only a handful of people
and did not see Bilaal ¥&}&@% with you. When I then noticed the slaves looking at
each other and then at you, I feared that they would harm you, so I called out the
Adhaan (so that other Muslims would come quickly)." "You did the right thing, O
Sa'd," Rasulullaah %83 said, "Whenever you see Bilaal not with me, you should
call out the Adhaan." Thereafter, Hadhrat Sa'd &&@% called out the Adhaan
thrice during Rasulullaah $28's lifetime. ()

Statements of the Sahabah ¥&&E@% Concerning the

Adhaan and the People who Call out the Adhaan
Hadhrat Sa'd bin Abi Waqqaas %I\&@s% said, "The share (of rewards) of those who
call out the Adhaan on the Day of Qiyaamah will be like the share of those who
wage jihaad. During the time between the Adhaan and the Iqaamah, the
Mu'adhin is like the martyr tossing and turning in his blood in the path of Allaah.
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood @& said, "If I were a Mu'adhin, I care not
whether 1 perform Hajj or Umrah or wage Jihaad."

Hadhrat Umar bin Khattaab &% said, "If 1 were a Mu'adhin, my affairs would
have been perfected and I care not whether 1 woke up for (Nafl) salaah during the
night or whether I fasted (Nafl fasts) during the day because I heard Rasulullaah
#3885 pray, 'O Allaah! Forgive those who call out the Adhaan. O Allaah! Forgive
those who call out the Adhaan.' 'O Rasulullaah %! 1 said, 'But (why do you
emphasise calling out the Adhaan so much when) you have left us in a condition
that we would draw swords to call out the Adhaan?' Rasulullaah #&8 replied,
'That is not the case, O Umar because there will soon come a time when people
will leave the Adhaan to the weak ones amongst them. The flesh that is
forbidden for Jahannam is the flesh of those who call out the Adhaan."
Hadhrat Aa'isha G8&@% mentioned that it is the Mu'adhin to whom Allaah refers
in the verse:
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Whose speech can be better than the one who calls (others) towards

Allaah, who performs righteous deeds, and (humbly) says, "I am from

the Muslims (ffom those who submit to Allaah)." {Surah HaaMeen Sajdah,

verse 33}
She says further, "The Mu'adhin calls towards Allaah when he says ’5,1211 v 3
(Come to salaah’), he performs a righteous deed when he performs the salaah
and he is certainly amongst the Muslims when he says, ATl *J\ 2‘.[!1‘ ' (There is none
worthy of worship but Allaah')." ?)

(1) Tabraani. Haythami (Vol.1 Pg.336) has commented on the chain of narrators.

(2) Bayhaqi in his Shu'abul Imaan, as quoted in Kanzu/ Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.265). Abush Sheikh has
reported similar narrations from Rasaafi in his Kitaabul Adhaan, as quoted in Kanzu/ Ummaal
(Vol.4 Pg.266).
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Hadhrat Umar 464% once said, "Had | been a Mu'adhin, I care not if I neither
perform Hajj or Umrah except for the Fardh Hajj. Had the angels descended on
earth, none would be able to beat them to calling out the Adhaan (they would
allow no one else to do it because they know its tremendous virtue)." M

Hadhrat Qais bin Abu Haazim narrates that when they went to Hadhrat Umar
&5, he asked, "Who calls out the Adhaan amongst you people?” When they
informed him that it was their slaves who did it, Hadhrat Umar &% said,
"That is a grave deficiency in you. Had I the choice of being a Mu'adhin instead
of the Khalifah, I would have chosen to be a Mu'adhin."2)

Hadhrat Ali 4J5@% said, "I regret not requesting Rasulullaah $%% to assign
the duty of calling out the Adhaan to (my sons) Hasan and Husayn." 3)

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ¥)&@% said, "I do not approve of you appointing
blind people to call out the Adhaan (because they are unable to determine the
correct times of salaah) and 1 also do not apf)rove of you appointing learned
scholars of the Qur'aan to call out the Adhaan (because this would affect their

teaching)." “)

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar ¥JE@%'s Words to a
man who Adopted a Singing Tone when Calling out
the Adhaan and took Payment for it

Hadhrat Yahya Bakkaa narrates that a man once said to Hadhrat Abdullaah bin

Umar )&%, "I love you for the sake of Allaah." Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar

oo

&G responded by saying, "But I detest you for the sake of Allaah." When the

man asked why this was, Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar 5@ replied, "Because

you adopt a singing tone when calling out the Adhaan and you take payment for
it."®

Rasulullaah %&£ and Hadhrat Abu Bakr 45653
Instruct that Jihaad be Waged Against Tribes

amongst whom the Adhaan is not called out

When Rasulullaah #3 dispatched Hadhrat Khaalid bin Sa'eed bin Al Aas %13
to Yemen, he gave him instructions to take as prisoners the inhabitants of all the
towns he passed in which the Adhaan was not called out. Therefore, when
Hadhrat Khaalid ¥)&@5 passed by the Banu Zubayd tribe and did not hear them
call out the Adhaan, he took them all as prisoners. However, when Hadhrat Amr
bin Ma'dikarib &J&@% spoke to him about them, Hadhrat Khaalid $JG@s5 eleased
them into his custody. (©

Hadhrat Talha bin Abdullaah bin Abdur Rahmaan bin Abu Bakr )&% reports

(1) Ibnuz Zanjway, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.265).

(2) Abdur Razzaaq, Ibn Abi Shaybah and Bayhagqi, as quoted in Kanzu/ Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.265).
(3) Tabraani. Haythami (Vol.1 Pg.326) has commented on the chain of narrators.

(4) Tabraani, reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami (Vol.2 Pg.2).

(5) Tabraani. Haythami (Vol.2 Pg.3) has commented on the chain of narrators.

(6) Ibn Asaakir, as quoted in Kanzu/ Ummaal (Vol.2 Pg.298).
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that when Hadhrat Abu Bakr %&#% dispatched his armies against the
Murtaddeen, he instructed the commanders saying, "When you hear the Adhaan
in a town that you surround, take no action until you question them about
their grievances. However, if you do not hear the Adhaan, you should launch
your attack, fight them, burn their property and be inexhaustible in inflicting
casualties so that they see that the demise of your Nabi #38 has brought no
weakness in you." (!

Hadhrat Zuhri narrates that when Hadhrat Abu Bakr &)\&i5 dispatched his
armies against the Murtaddeen, he instructed them saying, "Monitor them
overnight and take no action if you hear the Adhaan because the Adhaan is a
sign of Imaan." ()

Rasulullaah %24 and the Sahabah &GS
Wait for Salaah |

Rasulullaah #88£'s Directive in this Matter

Hadhrat Ali ¥l&@% narrates that when the time for salaah arrived and
Rasulullaah &% saw that the people were few in number, he remain sitting and
did not lead the salaah. He would then lead the salaah only when he saw a
substantial gathering. )

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abu Awfa &JE&@55 reports that Rasulullaah 828 would
wait until he heard the sounds of people's shoes. “)

The Sahabah #&EW2 Wait for Salaah until Half
the Night had Passed

Hadhrat Umar )&% reports that Rasulullaah #3%8% was busy dispatching an
army until half the night had already passed or was about to. He then came out
for salaah and said (to those waiting), "While other people have performed their
salaah and left, you people are still waiting for salaah. Take note that you have
remained in salaah (kept earning its rewards) as long as you have been
waiting for it." (5)

Rasulullaah £2&85's Words to those who Waited for

the Next Salaah after Maghrib and After Zuhr
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Amr )@@ narrates that after Rasulullaah %% had
performed the Maghrib salaah, some people left while others remained seated.
Rasulullaah $3%£ then went to them (those still sitting) and said, "Your Rabb has
opened a door to the heavens and is boasting before the angels saying, 'My
servants have completed a Fardh and are now waiting for the next."(®)
(1) Bayhaqi.
(2) Abdur Razzaaq, as quoted in Kanzu/ Ummaal(Vol.3 Pg.141).
(3) Abu Dawood, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.246).
(4) Ton Abi Shaybah, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.247).
(5) Ibn Abi Shaybah and Ibn Jareer, as quoted in Kanzul Umimaal (Vol.4 Pg.193).

(6) ibn Jareer, as quoted in Kanzu/ Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.245). Ibn Maajah has also reported the narration
from Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar &I&@5%, as Targheeb wat Tarheeb (Vol.1 Pg.246).
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Hadhrat Abu Umaamah Thaqafi ¥&#% reports that after leading the Zuhr salaah,
Hadhrat Mu'aawiya &I&i@% told the people to remain where they were until he
returned. He then left and put on his shawl. After leading the Asr salaah, he said,
"Should 1 not inform you of something that Rasulullaah $3£ did?" When the
people asked to be informed, Hadhrat Mu'aawiya ¥\&@% said, "The Sahabah
#8\895% once performed the Zuhr salaah behind Rasulullaah 4% and then
remained sitting. When Rasulullaah 285 came out again (for the Asr salaah), he
asked, 'Have you people not left after the last salaah?' 'No,' came the reply.
Rasulullaah ¢ then said, 'If only you could have seen your Rabb open a door
from the heavens to show you to the angels and boast about you sitting in

wait for salaah."(!)

Rasulullaah £28%5's Address to those who waited

until Midnight for the Isha Salaah

Hadhrat Anas )&% narrates that Rasulullaah #% once delayed the Isha
salaah until midnight. After leading the salaah, he turned to face the Sahabah
REIG@sH saying, "Whereas other people have already performed their salaah and
gone to sleep, you people have remained in salaah for as long as you have been
waiting for it." %)

Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah &J&@% reports that Rasool #8 said, "A person is in
salaah for as long as it is salaah that keeps him waiting and (all the while) the
angels keep praying, 'O Allaah! Forgive him. O Allaah! Shower Your mercy on
him." This continues for as long as he does not stand up from his place of salaah
or does not break his wudhu."

Another narration states that a person remains in salaah for as long as he
remains on his place of salaah or as long as he does not break his wudhu." 4 yet
another narration states that a person remains in salaah for as long as he
remains on his place of salaah, waiting for the next salaah. And all this while the
angels keep praying, 'O Allaah! Forgive him. O Allaah! Shower Your mercy on
him.' This continues for as long as he does not leave or does not break his
wudhu.” "How will his wudhu break?" one of the narrators asked. Hadhrat Abu

NS

Hurayrah 4} replied, "When he passes wind either audibly or silently." ©)

Rasulullaah $3%% Encourages Waiting for Salaah
Hadhrat Jaabir bin Abdullaah &J&@% reports that Rasulullaah #88% said, "Shall I
not point you towards something that wipes out sins and is expiation for
misdeeds?" "Why not, O Rasulullaah 87" the Sahabah #&@% said.
Rasulullaah ¢ said, "Making a proper wudhu in adverse conditions, taking
inany steps towards the Masjid and waiting for one salaah after another. This is

(1) Tabraani, as quoted in Majma'uz Zawaa'id (Vol.2 Pg.38).

(2) Bukhaari.

(3) Bukhaari.

(4) Muslim and Abu Dawood.

(5) Muslim and Abu Dawood, as quoted in Targheeb wat Tarheeb (Vol.1 Pg.245).
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(an act that will earn the reward of) guarding the borders." (1)

Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah &JE@s5's Interpretation of
Guarding the Borders during the Time of '
Rasulullaah %232

Hadhrat Dawood bin Saalih narrates that Hadhrat Abu Salamah once asked him
if he knew why Allaah revealed the verse:
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Exercise patience, compete in patience, guard the borders... {Surah Aal

Imraan, verse 200}
when Hadhrat Dawood admitted that he did not know, Hadhrat Abu Salamah
said, "I heard Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah &% say that during the time of
Rasulullaah 28 there was no war because of which the borders had to be
guarded, but waiting for one salaah after another was their form of guarding

the borders." 2

o Py 4

The Statement of Hadhrat Anas &J&@#% Concerning

the verse "Their sides part from their beds"
Hadhrat Anas )64 said that it is waiting for the Isha salaah that is referred to
in the verse:
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Their sides part from their beds... {Surah Sajdah, verse 16}

Emphasis and Importance shown to
Performing Salaah in Congregation

The Importance Rasulullaah 33 Showed to
Salaah in Congregation and His Unwillingness to

Allow a Blind Man to Forego it

Hadhrat Amr bin Ummu Maktoom &J&@ once said, "O Rasulullaah #3431 | am a
biind man who lives far (from the Masjid). While I have a guide, he is a person
with whom I cannot get along. Are you able to grant me permission to perform
salaah at home?" “Can you hear the Adhaan?” Rasulullaah 484 asked. When
Hadhrat Amr )& said that he could, Rasulullaah $3%£ said, "I am then unable
to grant you permission." )

Another narration states that Rasulullaah $2 once came to the Masjid and
found only a few people there. He then said, "I have a good mind to appoint an
Imaam to lead the people (in salaah) and to then go out and burn down the

(1) Ibn Hibbaan, as quoted in Targheeb wat Tarheeb (Vol.1 Pg.247).
(2) Haakim, as quoted in Targheeb wat Tarheeb (Vol.1 Pg.251).
(3) Tirmidhi, as quoted in Targheeb wat Tarheeb (Vol.1 Pg.246).
(4) Ahmad, Abu Dawood, Ibn Maajah, Ibn Khuzaymah and Haakim.
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house of every person I find who does not come for salaah." Hadhrat Ibn Ummu

Maktoom &JE@s5 then said, "O Rasulullaah 38851 There are many palms and
trees between my house and the Masjid and [ cannot find a guide at all times. Is
it possible for me to perform salaah at home?" Rasulullaah %84£ asked, "Can you
hear the Iqaamah?" When he replied that he could, Rasulullaah 8 said,

"Then you should come (to the Masjid) for salaah." (!

The Statements of Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood
&5 and Hadhrat Mu'aadh bin Jabal &G
About Salaah in Congregation
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood &J&#¥3 once said, "Whoever wishes to meet
Allaah tomorrow as a Muslim should regularly perform these (Fardh) salaahs in
the place where the Adhaan is called out because Allaah has selected for His Nabi
#%BE certain practices that give guidance and amongst these practices are the
salaahs (in congregation). Should you ever perform your salaah at your homes
as those staying behind at home do, you will be forsaking the Sunnah of your
Nabi &8 and as soon as you do this, you will go astray. Whenever a person
purifies himself properly and then heads for one of the Masaajid, Allaah records
for him the reward of a good deed for every step he takes, Allaah elevates his
rank by a stage and erases a sin from his record. I saw (a time when) none of us
would dare miss a salaah (in congregation) except for an open hypocrite. In fact,
a man (who was very ill) would be brought with the support of two men and

placed in the row."

Another narration states that Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood &4 said, " I saw
(a time when) none of us would dare miss a salaah (in congregation) except for a
person whom everyone recognised as a hypocrite or a very sick person. If a (sick)
man was capable of walking with the support of two men, he would come for the
salaah." Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood &5 also added, "Verily our Nabi 43882
has taught us certain practices that give guidance and amongst these practices is
to perform salaah in the Masjid where Adhaan was called out.” )

A narration states that Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood )&% added, "And now 1
cannot find who does not have a place of salaah inside his house where he
performs salaah. If you perform salaah in your homes and forsake the Masaajid,
you will be forsaking the Sunnah of your Nabi #&& "¢3)

Hadhrat Mu'aadh bin Jabal &% said, "Whoever would like to go peacefully to
Allaah should perform these five (Fardh) salaahs at a place where the Adhaan is
called out because these are amongst the practices that give guidance and what
your Nabi %38 practically showed you. You should never say that you have
reserved a place in your house where you perform salaah because if you do that

(1) Ahmad, as quoted in Targheeb wat Tarheeb (Vol.1 Pg.238).

(2) Muslim, Abu Dawood, Nasa'ee and Ibn Maajah, as quoted in Targheeb wat Tarheeb (Vol.1 Pg.224).
Abdur Razzaaq and Diyaa in his Mukhtaarah have reported a similar narration, as quoted in
Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.181).

(3) Tayaalisi (Pg.40).
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you will be forsaking the Sunnah of your Nabi 8 and as soon as you forsake
his Sunnah, you will go astray." ()

The Sahabah #&ER%'s Suspicion about the Person
who did not Perform the Fajr and Isha Salaahs in
Congregation
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar $i&i@% says, "When we did not see a person for the

Fajr and Isha salaahs, we became suspicious of him (because it is the
Munaafigeen who do not perform these salaahs).” (2)

Hadhrat Umar ¥JE@3's Statement concerning a
Person Who missed the Fajr Salaah in
congregation because he had Stayed awake

at Night In Ibaadah

Hadhrat Abu Bakr bin Sulaymaan bin Abu Hathma narrates that Hadhrat Umar
BIE@e once did not see Hadhrat Sulaymaan bin Abu Hathma 43&@% for the Fajr
salaah. Hadhrat Umar $)&@% was on his way to the marketplace that morning
and because Hadhrat Sulaymaan ¥&@%'s house happened to be between the
Masjid and the marketplace, Hadhrat Umar $}&@% passed by Hadhrat Sulaymaan
. B)S@Ps's mother Hadhrat Shifaa G8E@. "I did not see Sulaymaan for the Fajr
salaah," Hadhrat Umar %}&@s% said. She explained, "He spent the night in salaah

ot gl
M

and sleep overpowered him." To this, Hadhrat Umar $3&@% remarked, "I prefer
attending the Fajr salaah in congregation to standing in salaah all night." )
Hadhrat Ibn Abu Mulaykah %&@s5 narrates that Hadhrat Shifaa @G8&@#% who
“belonged to the Banu Adi bin Kab tribe once came to Hadhrat Umar ¥1&@% during
Ramadhaan. Enquiring about her husband, Hadhrat Umar &I&@% asked, "Why
did 1 not see Abu Hathma for the Fajr salaah?" "O Ameerul Mu'mineen!" she
explained, "He exerted himself (in Ibaadah) throughout the night and was too
tired to go out to perform the Fajr salaah, so he (performed salaah at home and)
slept." Hadhrat Umar %&I%@% remarked, "By Allaah! Had he been present for the
Fajr salaah, it would have been more beloved to me than his exertion throughout
the night."
In another narration, Hadhrat Shifaa bint Abdullaah G55 says, "Hadhrat Umar
&5 once came to my house where he found two men (my husband and son)
fast asleep. 'What is the matter with these two that they were not present with us
for salaah?' he asked. 'O Ameerul Mu'mineen! I explained, ‘They fell asleep after
performing their Fajr salaah (at home).' To this Hadhrat Umar &}&@% remarked,
'l prefer performing Fajr salaah in congregation to performing (Nafl) salaah

(1) Abu Nu'aym in his Hilya (Vol.1 Pg.235).

(2) Tabraani and 1bn Khuzaymah, as quoted in 7argheeb wat Tarheeb (Vol.1 Pg.232). Sa'eed bin
Mansoor has also reported the narration from Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar )&, as quoted in
Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.244), as has Bazzaar, as quoted in Majma'uz Zawaa'’id (Vol.2 Pg.40).

(3) Maalik, as quoted in Targheeb wat Tarheeb (Vol.1 Pg.235).
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throughout the night and until dawn." (1)

The Statement of Hadhrat Abu Dardaa &E:2
Concerning Salaah in congregation and the Action
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar 5% took when he

Missed Isha Salaah in congregation

Hadhrat Ummu Dardaa G882 says that when (her husband) Hadhrat Abu
Dardaa )&% once came home angry, she asked him what the matter was. He
replied, "By Allaah! 1 know nothing else about the affairs of Muhammad %88
except that the Muslims performed salaah only in congregation (and now people
are starting to do otherwise)." 2)

Hadhrat Naafi narrates that when Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar &% missed
the Isha salaah in congregation, he would remain in Ibaadah for the rest of the
night. ) Another narration states that whenever Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar
WYEW5 missed any salaah in congregation, he would remain engaged in salaah
until the next salaah. (4

Hadhrat Haarith bin Hassaan )52 leaves home
for the Fajr Salaah the night he got Married and

the Taunting he Received
Hadhrat Ambasah bin Azhar narrates that it was customary for a newly married
man to remain indoors for a few days after getting married and not to leave for
the Fajr salaah. However, when a Sahabi by the name of Hadhrat Haarith bin
Hassaan $)5@s was married, he was leaving for Fajr when someone taunted,
"You are leaving when you have just married this night?" Hadhrat Haarith %35
said, "By Allaah! The woman who prevents me from performing the Fajr salaah

in congregation is a terrible woman indeed."

Straightening and Arranging the
Rows of Salaah

The Importance Rasulullaah #32# Attached to
Straightening the Rows of the Sahabah #&\&i2

in Salaah
Hadhrat Baraa bin Aazib )&% narrates that Rasulullaah &% used to go to the
ends of the rows and straighten the chests and shoulders of the people saying,
"Do not be in disarray otherwise your hearts will be in disarray (will be
disunited). Verily Allaah bestows His special mercy on the people standing in the

(1) Abdur Razzaaq, as quoted in Kanzul/ Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.243).
(2) Bukhaari.

(3) Abu Nu'aym in his Hilya (Vol.1 Pg.303).

(4) Bayhaqi, as quoted in /saabah (Vol.2 Pg.349).

(5) Tabraani, as quoted in Majma'uz Zawaa'id (Vol.2 Pg.41).
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first row and the angels pray for their forgiveness." (n

Hadhrat Baraa bin Aazib %3&¥% says, "Rasulullaah 88 used to weave between
the rows from one end to the other, touching our chests and shoulders (when
straightening the rows) and saying, 'Do not stand in disarray."?)

Hadhrat Jaabir bin Samurah &J&@% narrates that Rasulullaah %3%£ once came
out to them and said, "Will you not form your rows as the angels form theirs in
front of their Rabb?" When the Sahabah #&&#% enquired how it was that the
angels formed their rows, Rasulullaah ¢ replied, "They first complete the front
rows and stand close to each other."

Hadhrat Jaabir bin Samurah &% also narrates that they were once performing
salaah with Rasulullaah 88 when he motioned them to sit down. When they sat
down, Rasulullaah %28 said, "What prevents you from forming your rows as the
angels form theirs?" The rest of the narration is similar to the one above. “)
Hadhrat Nu'maan bin Basheer &JGi@% says, "Rasulullaah &88% used to straighten
our rows as meticulously as he would straighten an arrow. This he did until we
had understood him perfectly. On one occasion when Rasulullaah 228 came out
for salaah, he stood there and was about to say 'Allaahu Akbar' when he noticed
someone's chest standing out from the row. He then said, 'O servants of Allaah!
You will have to straighten your rows otherwise Allaah will cast disunity between
you." ® Another narration states that Hadhrat Nu'maan %)@ added, "I then
saw a man touching his shoulders with those of the person beside him, touching
his knees with those of the other. man and also touching his ankles with those of
the other man." (6)

Hadhrat Umar 5@, HadhrattUthmaan &2
and Hadhrat Ali &5 Instruct the Straightening

of Rows before the Takbeer

Hadhrat Naafi narrates that Hadhrat Umar &J&@% used to instruct the people to
straighten their rows and it was only when they reported to him that the rows
were straightened did he call out the Takbeer (to commence the salaah). {7)
Hadhrat Abu Uthmaan Nahdi &% reports that Hadhrat Uthmaan &&@% used
to instruct the people to straighten their rows and would actually call people by
their names to tell them to move forward. He also said, "When people keep
staying back, Allaah will eventually keep them back." @)

Hadhrat Abu Uthmaan &&@% also reports that he noticed that whenever
Hadhrat Umar $)&@% stepped forward (to lead the salaah), he would look at the

(1) Tbn Xhuzaymah, as quoted in Targheeb wat Tarheeb (Vol.1 Pg.282).

(2) Abu Dawood, as quoted in Targheeb wat Tarheeb (Vol.1 Pg.289).

(3) Muslim, Abu Dawood, Nasa'ee and Ibn Maajah, as quoted in 7argheeb wat Tarheeb (Vol.1 Pg.283).
(4) Abu Dawood and Ibn Maajah, as quoted in Kanzu/ Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.255).

(5) Maalik, Muslim, Abu Dawood, Tirmidhi, Ibn Maajah and Nasa'ee.

(6) Abu Dawood, as quoted in Targheeb wat Tarheeb (Vol.1 Pg.289).

(7) Maalik, Abdur Razzaaq and Bayhagqi.

(8) Abdur Razzaaq.
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shoulders and feet of the followers (to see if they were in line)." (!

Hadhrat Abu Nadhar narrates that when salaah was about to begin, Hadhrat
Umar bin Khattaab %J&@% would tell people to straighten their rows and would
take people's names as he told them to either move forward or backward. He
would also add, "Keep your rows straight because Allaah wishes you to adopt the
method of the angels (when they form their rows)." He would then recited the

verse:
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"Indeed, we (the angels) are standing in rows (worshipping Allaahi).'indeed, we
are glorifying Allaah (a/l the time)." {Surah Saafaat, verses 165, 166}2
Hadhrat Maalik says, "I was with Hadhrat Uthmaan bin Affaan 1555 when the
people stood up for salaah. I was busy requesting him to grant me an allowance
and continued doing so as he straightened some pebbles with his shoe.
Eventually some men whom he had appointed to straighten the rows reported to
him that the rows had been straightened. He then told me to stand straight in
one of the rows and called out the Takbeer." )

Another narration states that Hadhrat Ali %S5 used to say (to the people
standing in rows for salaah), "Stand straight and your hearts will be straight,
stand close to each other and you will have compassion for each other." “

The Statement of Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood

%5 Concerning the Straightening of Rows
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood %N&@% said, "I saw a time when salaah would
not begin until we had completed the rows of salaah." (5)

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood &5 also said, "Verily Allaah bestows His
special mercy on the people who advance through the rows to the first row of
salaah and the angels pray for their forgiveness." ©)

Statements of Rasulullaah ¢34 and Hadhrat
Abdullaah bin Abbaas &J&%% Concerning

the First Row
Hadhrat Abdul Azeez bin Rufay reports, "It was during the Khilaafah of Hadhrat
Abdullaah bin Zubayr )&% that Hadhrat Aamir bin Mas'ood Qurashi &)@
was trying to get ahead of me to the first row at the Maqaam [braheem in
Makkah. 'Is there much good mentioned about the first row?' I asked. 'By Allaah!
There certainly is,' he replied, 'Rasulullaah &8% said that if people realised the
value of the first row, the only way in which the rows would be formed would be

(1) Abdur Razzaaq, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.254-255).

(2) Abd bin Humayd, Ibn Jareer and Ibn Abi Haatim, as quoted in Kanzu/ Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.255).
(3) Abdur Razzaaq and Bayhagqi, as quoted in Kanzu/ Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.255).

(4) Ibn Abi Shaybah, as quoted in Xanzul Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.255).

(5) Ahmad, reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami (Vol.2 Pg.90).

{6) Tabraani. Haythami (Vol.2 Pg.92) has commented on the chain of narrators.
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by drawing lots." (I

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas %5@% said, "Ensure that you always stand in the
first row and ensure that it is on the right of the first row. You should also refrain
from forming rows between pillars." %)

Rasulullaah $2£ Instructs that the Muhaajireen
and Ansaar should Occupy the First Row

Hadhrat Qais bin Ubaadah says, "I was present in Madinah when the people
stood up for salaah. I then forged ahead and stood in the first row. Hadhrat Umar
)&% arrived and made his way through the rows to get to the front (io lead the
salaah). With him was a tanned man with a sparse beard. Looking =t the faces of
the people there, his eyes fell on me and he pushed me aside o stand in my
place. This hurt me very deeply. However, when the salaah was over, he turned to
me and said, 'Let not what had happened upset you or cause you grief because |
am sure that it hurt you. However, | have heard Rasulullaah $388£ say that none
save the Muhaajireen and Ansaar should occupy the first row.' When I asked the
people who the man was, they informed me that he was Hadhrat Ubay bin Ka'b
Bews."?

In another narration, Hadhrat Qais says, "As 1 was performing salaah in the first
row of the Masjid of Madinah, someone came from behind, pulled me back and
stood in my place. After the salaah was over, heturned tomeand| realised that he
was Hadhrat Ubay bin Ka'b $)5@%. He then said to me, "May Allaah never make
you upset, dear youngster. This was something that Rasulullaah &85 enjoined
upon us..." The narration then continues like the one above. 9

Involvement of the Imaam with the Needs
of the People after the Iqaamah has
Been Called out

Rasulullaah $2#'s Involvement With Such Matters

Hadhrat Usaamah bin Umayr 4} says, "People would have already stood up
for salaah when a person would stand between Rasulullaah #3%# and the Qibla,
presenting his need to Rasulullaah ¢ He would remain standing there and
talking with Rasulullaah &8 for such a long time that I sometimes saw some
people nodding off to sleep because of the long while Rasulullaah &8 had to
remain standing there." (5)

Hadhrat Anas $)5@% narrates that the people would be ready to perform the Isha
salaah when Rasulullaah #%8% needed to speak to a person. A few of the Sahabah

(1) Tabraani. Haythami (Vol.2 Pg.92) has commented on the chain of narrators.

(2) Tabraani. Haythami (Vol.2 Pg.92) has commented on the chain of narrators.

(3) Haakim in his Mustadrak (Vol.3 Pg.303), reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Dhahabi.

(4) Abu Nu'aym in-his Hijya (Vol.1 Pg.352).

(5) Abdur Razzaaq, as quoted in Kanzu/ Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.234). Abdur Razzaaq and Abush Sheikh
have reported a similar narration from Hadhrat Anas &%, as quoted in Kanzu/ Ummaal (Vol.4
Pg.273).
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@85 would actually fall asleep (during the wait) and would then wake up
when the salaah began. (1) )

Hadhrat Urwa )&% narrates that people would discuss their needs with
Rasulullaah #3# after the Mu'adhin had called out the lgaamah and the people
had already hushed. Rasulullaah #8 would then see ti’\at the need was fulfilled.
Hadhrat Anas $)&@5 mentions that Rasulullaah ##% had a staff on which he
would lean (when the dialogue became too long). 2

Hadhrat Anas &85 says, "Rasulullaah %38 was the most compassionate of
people and whenever someone came to him (with a request), he would promise it
to him (if he did not have then) and then give it to him when he had it. People
had already stood up for salaah one day when a Bedouin arrived and, grabbing
on to Rasulullaah #888's clothing, he demanded, 'A smalil portion of what 1 need
is still due and I fear that I may forget about it (so I want it now).' Rasulullaa
#588E then stood up with him and only returned to lead the salaah after he had

finished with the man." 3

Hadhrat Umar £5@% and Hadhrat Uthmaan

E)EW2's Involvement With Such Matters
Hadhrat Abu Uthmaan Nahdi says, "Salaah would be about to commence when a
person would come before Hadhrat Umar #J&@% to discuss something. In fact,
some of us would actually sit down because we would be standing so long." )
Hadhrat Moosa bin Talha says, "As he sat on the pulpit and the Mu'adhin was busy
calling out the Iqgaamah, I heard Hadhrat Uthmaan bin Affaan )&% asking
people about their conditions and market prices."
The narration has already passed in the chapter discussing the straightening of
rows in which Hadhrat Maalik says, "I was with Hadhrat Uthmaan bin Affaan
&)&@% when the people stood up for salaah. 1 was busy requesting him to grant
me an allowance and continued doing so as he straightened some pebbles with
his.shoe..."

Leading the Salaah and Following the
Imaam During the Time of Rasulullaah 5%

The Statement of Hadhrat Abu Sufyaan ¥JE@s
Concerning the Discipline of the Sahabah #&&iis

when he saw them Performing Salaah

Detailed narrations have already appeared in the chapter discussing the Treaty of
. Hudaybiyyah and the Conquest of Madinah in which it is stated that Rasulullaah

(1) Ibn Asaakir, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.273).

(2) Abush Sheikh in his Adhaan, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.234).

(3) Bukhaari in his Adab (Pg.43).

(4) Abur Rabee Zahraani, as quoted in Kanzu/ Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.230).

(5) Ibn Habbaan, as quoted in Kanzu/ Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.234). Ibn Sa'd (Vol.3 Pg.59) has reported a
similar narration.
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#5%E said to Hadhrat Abu Sufyaan 4J&@2%, "O Abu Sufyaan! Accept Islaam and live
in peace." After Hadhrat Abu Sufyaan $)&®% accepted Islaam, he proceeded with
Hadhrat Abbaas &% to his camp. The next morning when the Sahabah
#ENGE rushed to perform wudhu, Hadhrat Abu Sufyaan %085 asked, "What is
the matter with the people, O Abul Fadhl? Have they received an order?" "No,"
" replied Hadhrat Abbaas &\&#5, "they are preparing for salaah." Hadhrat Abu
Sufyaan )&% then performed wudhu on the instructions of Hadhrat Abbaas
&)E@s5, who then took him to Rasulullaah #8285, Rasulullaah %33 started the
salaah and when he called out the Takbeer, the Sahabah #&&@3 followed suit.
They all then made Ruku when Rasulullaah %% made Ruku and got up again
when Rasulullaah &8 got up. To this, Hadhrat Abu Sufyaan %5 remarked,
"To this day have I never seen such discipline from a nation who have been
gathered together from such varying backgrounds! Neither are the nobles of
Persia nor the long-established Romans as well disciplined as this!" Addressing
Hadhrat Abbaas &J&is5, he said further, "O Abul Fadhl! Your nephew has
certainly founded a great kingdom." "It is not a kingdom," Hadhrat Abbaas
#6345 replied, "This is Nubuwwah." (I

Another narration from Hadhrat Maymoona G&&Ei@s% quoted in the chapter
discussing the Conquest of Makkah states that when Rasulullaah #8# got up to
perform wudhu, the Muslims would compete to get the wudhu water and rub it
on their faces. To this, Hadhrat Abu Sufyaan ¥&@% remarked, "O Abul Fadhl!
Your nephew has certainly founded a great kingdom." "It is not a kingdom,"
Hadhrat Abbaas %}&#% replied, "This is Nubuwwah and it is this that the people
are so zealous about." @

A narration from Hadhrat Urwa $i5@% states that when Hadhrat Abu Sufyaan
@)W awoke the morning after he had spent the night with Hadhrat Abbaas
&)545s5, he saw the Sahabah #EG% (eagerly) preparing for salaah and scattering
about to purify themselves. Hadhrat Abu Sufyaan &% became alarmed at this
sight and asked Hadhrat Abbaas ¥)&@% what the matter was. Hadhrat Abbaas
&JEw% replied, "They have heard the Adhaan and are now scattering about to
prepare for salaah." When salaah commenced and Hadhrat Abu Sufyaan &%
saw the Sahabah #8&@% bow and prostrate when Rasulullaah #3#% did so, he
remarked, "O Abbaas! Do they do everything he instructs them to do."
"Certainly," Hadhrat Abbaas !4 replied, "they would obey Rasulullaah #5235
even if he were to command them to forsake their food and drink." ()

The Sahabah #\5@% Perform Salaah behind
Hadhrat Abu Bakr &5 upon the Instruction of
Rasulullaah 535

In the chapter discussing the enthusiasm Rasulullaah &8 had for salaah, a

narration from Hadhrat Aa'isha @8&i% has already passed stating that (when he

(1) 1bn Abi Shaybah, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.5 Pg.300).
(2) Tabraani. Haythami (Vol.6 Pg.164) has commented on the chain of narrators.
(3) Al Bidaayah wan Nihaayah (Vol.4 Pg.291).
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was critically ill) Rasulullaah &8 sent a message to Abu Bakr &JEi5 to lead the
salaah. Abu Bakr &15i%% was a soft person so he said to Umar &J&E#5%, "You lead
the salaah, O Umar!" Umar % however said, "You are more worthy of the
privilege." Abu Bakr )&% then led the salaah during those days.
A narration of Bukhaari also quoted in the chapter states that Rasulullaah $885
said, "Tell Abu Bakr to lead the people in salaah," Rasulullaah $88% instructed.
One of Rasulullaah $#'s wives remarked, "Abu Bakr is a soft man who will be
unable lead the salaah when he stands in your place." Rasulullaah %88 however
repeated the instruction, but again met with the same response. When this
happened a third time, Rasulullaah #8885 said, "You women are just like the
women around Yusuf &3¢, Tell Abu Bakr to lead the people in salaah."
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Zam'ah &5 reports, "A few Muslims and I happened to
be with Rasulullaah #8£ when his illness had become critical. When Bilaal
QIS@5 called out the Adhaan, Rasulullaah #38E said, 'Appoint someone to lead
the salaah.' I left and found Umar )&% amongst the people. Abu Bakr &z
was not there. I therefore told Umar ¥} to lead the salaah. Umar )&% then
stood up and when he said 'Allaahu Akbar' Rasulullaah #3%% heard his voice
because his voice was very loud. Rasulullaah #3 then asked, 'Then where is
Abu Bakr? Neither Allaah nor the Muslims can accept this! Neither Allaah nor the
Muslims can accept this!' Rasulullaah %88 then sent for Abu Bakr )&% and
when he arrived, Umar &J&@% had already completed the salaah. Abu Bakr
)@@ then lead the people in salaah. Umar #&i#% then said to me, 'O dear!
What have you done, O Ibn Zam'ah? 1 swear by Allaah that when you told me to
lead the salaah, 1 thought that it was an instruction from Rasulullaah $FE. Had 1
known better, 1 would have never led the salaah.' I explained, 'By Allaah!
Rasulullaah #3%% certainly did not instruct me to appoint you but when I did not
see Abu Bakr ¥&i8% and only saw you, I regarded you as being most worthy of
leading the salaah,"(})
Another narration states that when Rasulullaah @8 heard Hadhrat Umar
W)Swss's voice, he came out and with his head out of the room, he said angrily,
"No! No! None but the son of Abu Quhaafah (i.e. Hadhrat Abu Bakr &)\&i55)
should lead the salaah." (2)
In the chapter discussing how the Sahabah #3&@% elected Hadhrat Abu Bakr
)55 to the post of Khilaafah!®, a narration has passed in which Hadhrat Abu
Ubaydah bin Jarraah &5 said, "I am not likely to step head of a person whom
' Rasulullaah #388% had commanded to lead us in salaah and who then led us in
salaah until Rasulullaah 28 passed away."

(1) Ahmad and Abu Dawood, as quoted in A/ Bidaayah wan Nihaayah (Vol.5 Pg.232). Haakim (Vol.3
Pg.641) has reported a similar narration.

(2) Abu Dawood, as quoted in A/ Bidaayah wan Nihaayah (Vol.5 Pg.323).

(3) Under the heading "The Sahabah #&&@#% Place Hadhrat Abu Bakr £J&ii% Ahead for Khilaafah, Are
Pleased to Select him and Condemn Anyone who desires to Divide their Unity" and the subheading
"A Hadith of Ahmad and the statements of Hadhrat Abu Ubaydah bin Jarraah )&% and Hadhrat
Uthmaan 5@ Concerning the Khilaafah of Hadhrat Abu Bakr $3&igs".




172 THE LIVES OF THE SAHABAH RENGIS (vol-3)
Also quoted in the same chapter(!) is the statement that Hadhrat Ali )&% and
Hadhrat Zubayr )&% made when they said, "However, we are also of the
opinion that Abu Bakr &J&i% is most worthy of the post after Rasuiullaah 432,
He was the companion of Rasulullaah #28 in the cave and the 'second of the
two'. We definitely acknowledge his status and his seniority. After all. Rasulullaah
#5888 did instruct him to lead the Muslims in salaah while Rasulullaah %38 was
alive."

The Statements of Hadhrat Umar &5 and
Hadhrat Ali ¥)5@®% Concerning Hadhrat Abu Bakr
E)Ews Leading the Salaah
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood )&% narrates thatwhen Rasulullaah 83385 passed
away, the Ansaar said, "There should be an Ameer from us and one from you
(Muhaajireen)." Hadhrat Umar &% then went to them and said, "Did you not
know that Rasulullaah %8 had placed Abu Bakr )&% forward (to lead the
salaah)?" The Ansaar then said, "Allaah forbid that we should ever place ourselves

ahead of Abu Bakr &) ()

Hadhrat Ali @@ said, "Rasulullaah &8¢ certainly instructed Abu Bakr &5
to lead the salaah when 1 was present, neither unavailable nor ill. Therefore, to
take charge of our matters of this world (as Khalifah) we are pleased to have the
person whom Nabi 88 selected to take charge of our matters of Deen (our
salaah)." @)

The Statement of Hadhrat Salmaan Faarsi &5

Concerning the Leadership of Arabs

Hadhrat Abu Layla Kindi reports that Hadhrat Salmaan Faarsi &% once
arrived with a group of twelve or thirteen riders from amongst the companions of
Rasulullaah #%%. When the time for salaah arrived, the others addressed
Hadhrat Salmaan 8% saying, "Go forward (to lead the salaah), O Abu
Abdullaah." Hadhrat Salmaan 5@ declined saying, "We (non-Arabs) cannot
lead you (Arabs) in salaah nor marry your women because it is through you
that Allaah has guided us." One of the men from the group then went ahead and
performed four Rakaahs salaah. After he had completed, Hadhrat Salmaan
WSws said, "Why did we need to perform four Rakaahs salaah when half of it
{two Rakaahs) would have sufficed. (Since we are on a journey) We are most in
need of concessions." ()

The Sahabah {&EWs follow Slaves in Salaah

Hadhrat Abu Sa'eed was a slave of the Banu Usayd tribe. He prepared a meal one

(1) Under the subheading "Hadhrat Abu Bakr &% declines to Accept the post of Khalifah and the
statements of Hadhrat Ali 48 and Hadhrat Zubayr $J&@# he is most Worthy of the Position".

(2) Nasa'ee, as quoted in Jam'ul Fawaa'id (Vol.2 Pg.206).

(3) Muntakhab Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.354).

(4) Abu Nu'aym in his Hilya (Vol.1 Pg.189). Tabraani and Abu Ya'la have reported a similar narration.
Haythami (Vol.2 Pg.156) has commented on the chain of narrators.
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day and invited Hadhrat Abu Dharr &%, Hadhrat Hudhayfah &I&@% and
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood )&%, When the time arrived for salaah,
Hadhrat Abu Dharr &\%#5% stepped forward to lead the salaah when Hadhrat
Hudhayfah @3 said to him, "Step back because the owner of the house is
entitled to leading the salaah." "Is that so, O Ibn Mas'ood?" Hadhrat Abu Dharr
sy asked. When Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood )&% confirmed what
Hadhrat Hudhayfah &% said, Hadhrat Abu,Dharr &5@% stepped back.
Hadhrat Abu Sa'eed says, "They then put me forward (to lead the salaah)
whereas I was just a slave. Nevertheless, I led them in the salaah.” (1)

Hadhrat Naafi reports, "People had stood up for salaah in a Masjid in a district of
Madinah where Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar @2 had a property. The Imaam
of the Masjid was a slave and when Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar &J&#% came for
the salaah, the Imaam requested him to lead the salaah. Hadhrat Abdullaah bin
Umar &JE@@% declined saying, 'You have a greater right to lead the salaah in
your Masjid.' The Imaam then proceeded to lead the salaah." ¥

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Handhala )&% narrates, "We were in the house of Qais
bin Sa'd bin Ubaadah &}Gi#% with a group of Sahabah #&\&i@5% when we told him
to lead the salaah. 'l cannot do so (in the presence of men better than I),' he
submitted. 1 said, 'Rasulullaah %8 said that a man has a greater right to the
front of his bed, to the front of his animal and to lead the salaah in his house.' He
then instructed one of his slaves who went forward and led the salaah." ()

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood £)&E% Performs
Salaah Behind Hadhrat Abu Moosa Ash'ari &3

in his house
Hadhrat Alqgama narrates that Hadhrat Abduilaah bin Mas'ood &&i#% once
visited Hadhrat Abu Moosa Ash'ari &JG@% at his house. When the time for salaah
arrived, Hadhrat Abu Moosa &J&@% said to Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood
SIS0, "Go forward (to lead the salaah), O Abu Abdur Rahmaan because you are
elder and more knowledgeable than 1." Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood &%
replied, "You rather go forward because I have come your house and your Masjid.
You therefore have a greater right." Hadhrat Abu Moosa &% then stepped
forward and removed his shoes (and led the salaah). After he had completed,
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood %&&@% asked, "What was your reason for
removing your shoes? Are you on the Waadi Muqaddas (where Hadhrat Moosa
SEIE was when he had to remove his shoes)?" )
‘Another narration states that Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood &% said to
Hadhrat Abu Moosa Ash'ari $15@%, "O Abu Moosa! You know well that the
Sunnah practice is for the owner of the house to go forward (to lead the salaah).”
However, Hadhrat Abu Moosa Ash'ari &% refused to do so until one of their

(1) Abdur Razzaaq, as quoted in Kanzu/ Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.246).

(2) Abdur Razzaaq, as quotd in Kanzu/ Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.247).

(3) Bazzaar and Tabraani. Haythami (Vol.2 Pg.65) has commented on the chain of narrators.
(4) Ahmad. Haythami (Vol.2 Pg.66) has commented on the chain of narrators.
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slaves went forward. () )

Hadhrat Furaat bin Hayyaan &% Performs
Salaah in his Masjid behind Hadhrat Handhala
bin Rabee ¥JEW% on the Instruction of
Rasulullaah $523%

Hadhrat Qais bin Zuhayr &5 says, "l once walked with Handhala bin Rabee
Y85 to the Masjid of Furaat bin Hayyaan ¥)\5@5%. When the time for salaah
arrived, Hadhrat Furaat &5@%% told Hadhrat Handhala &% to go forward (to
lead the salaah). Hadhrat Handhala )45 refused saying, "I canhnot lead you in
salaah when you are elder than me and have migrated before me. In addition to
this, it is your Masjid. Hadhrat Furaat “nsee however said, "l have heard
Rasulullaah %24 say something a})’out you because of which 1 can never lead you
in salaah." "So were you also present during the Battle of Taa'if when Rasulullaah
#52%8E sent me as a spy?" Hadhral Handhala %}&@% asked. When Hadhrat Furaat
W& confirmed that he was present, Hadhrat Handhala &W§@% stepped

forward and led the salaah. ‘

(When the salaah was over) Hadhrat Furaat %&6§9% (turned to the people and)
said, "O tribe of Ijal! I have made him lead the salaah because Rasulullaah 5%
once sent him to Taa'if as a spy and when he reported back, Rasulullaah (583
said to him, 'Your information is correct. You may return to your camp because
you have been awake all night.' As he turned and left, Rasulullaah 88¢ said to
us, ‘Always follow him and the likes of him,"(@

The Ameer of Makkah Appoints Hadhrat Ibn
Abzah as his Deputy to Lead the salaah To the
Approval of Hadhrat Umar &I5@%

Hadhrat Abdur Rahmaan bin Abu Layla %)&@% narrates that when he once
accompanied Hadhrat Umar &J&@% to Makkah, they were received by the
Hadhrat Naafi bin Alqama #}&@% who was the Ameer of Makkah. "Who have you
appointed as your deputy over the people?” Hadhrat Umar &J&i5 asked. "Abdur
Rahmaan bin Abzah &J&is5," came the reply. Hadhrat Umar &35 said, "You
chose a man from amongst the slaves over members of the Quraysh and the
Sahabah #&J&@% of Rasulullaah #3&85?" "That I have done," Hadhrat Naafi )&%
replied, "because 1 found him to be the most proficient reciter of the Qur'aan and
because Makkah is a place where people from all parts gather, I wanted them to
listen to Allaah's Book from a person who recited well." "Your judgement is

excellent,"” Hadhrat Umar €38@% commended, "Abdur Rahmaan bin Abzah
ktévlf:‘)-

% is certainly amongst the people whom Allaah has elevated through the

(1) Tabraani, reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami.

(2) Tabraani, reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami (Vol.2 Pg.65}. Abu Ya'la,
Baghawi and 1bn Asaakir have reported a similar narration, as quoted in Kanzu/ Ummaal (Vol.7
Pg.28).
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Qur'aan." (I

Hadhrat Miswar @55 pulls back an Imaam
Whose Recitation was not Clear and Hadhrat
Umar £JE@s Sanctions his Act
Hadhrat Ubayd bin Umayr %85 narrates that it was during the Hajj season
when a large gathering of people amassed around a spring in Makkah. When the
time for salaah arrived, a person who was not Arabic speaking and who belonged
to the family of Hadhrat Abu Saa'ib Makhzoomi )&% stepped forward (to lead

it g s

the salaah). Hadhrat Miswar bin Makhrama )&% pulled the man back and put
another man forward. When the news reached Hadhrat Umar @&, he said
nothing to Hadhrat Miswar &&@% until Hadhrat Miswar &'%@% arrived in
Madinah. It was only when Hadhrat Miswar &)&@% came to Madinah that
Hadhrat Umar &% questioned him about it. "Give me a chance, O Ameerul
Mu'mineen!" Hadhrat Miswar %55 entreated. He then explained, "The man was
not Arabic-speaking (whose recitation was unclear) and because it was during Hajj,
I feared that some people who were there for Hajj would hear his recitation and
adopt its non-Arabic mode of recitation." "Was that the express reason for what
you did?" Hadhrat Umar %@ asked. When Hadhrat Miswar $&3&@% confirmed

that it was, Hadhrat Umar 3&@% said, "You did the right thing." (2)

Hadhrat Talha &)\5@% asks a Congregation he had
Led in salaah whether they were Pleased with

his Salaah
Hadhrat Talha bin Ubaydullaah %}&4#% once led some people in salaah. When he
turned tc them (after completing the salaah), he said, "I had forgotten to consult
with you before going ahead and leading the salaah. Are you pleased with my
salaah?" "Of course," the congregation replied, "who will be displeased with it, O
selected companion of Rasulullaah %885 ." Hadhrat Talha &)&@% then said, "l
have heard Rasulullaah #3588 say that when a person leads others in salaah and
they are displeased with him, the salaah does not even pass his ears (let alone

reach the heavens)." 3

Hadhrat Anas $E@s% 's Differences with Hadhrat
Umar bin Abdul Azeez and Hadhrat Abu Ayyoob
E)Ewe's Differences with MArwaan
Concerning salaah
Hadhrat Umar bin Abdul Azeez once asked Hadhrat Anas &J&@2 why he did not

perform salaah behind him¥). Hadhrat Anas &5 replied, "I had seen

(1) Abu Ya'la, as quoted in Muntakhab Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.5 Pg.216).

(2) Abdur Razzaaq and Bayhaqi, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.246).

(3) Tabraani. Haythami (Vol.2 Pg.68) has commented on the chain of narrators.

{4) Before he became the Khalifah, Hadhrat Umar bin Abdul Azeez used to prolong the salaah until the
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Rasulullaah %38 perform salaah and I shall perform salaah with you only when
your salaah is consistent with Rasulullaah $85's salaah. However, when your
salaah differs from Rasulullaah #328£'s salaah, I shall perform salaah (by myself)
and then return to my family." (!

Marwaan bin Hakam once asked Hadhrat Abu Ayyoob 4J&#% why he did not
perform salaah behind him. Hadhrat Abu Ayyoob &&i5 replied, "I have seen
Rasulullaah 83%% perform salaah in a certain manner and will follow you only
when your salaah conforms to his salaah. However, when your salaah differs
from Rasulullaah ¢&8E's salaah, I shall perform salaah (by myself) and then
return to my family." 2

The statements of Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah s,
Hadhrat Anas 52 and Hadhrat Adi E15Ws
-About the Salaah of the Sahabah &&GEs

Behind Rasulullaah $3845

Hadhrat Abu Jaabir Waalidi says, "I once asked Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah &g
(after he had led the salaah), 'Was the salaah of Rasulullaah £ like this?' 'What
did you not like about the way I performed salaah?' he asked. '(There is nothing 1
do not like but) I only wanted to know,' [ replied. He said, 'Yes, it was like this,
only shorter.' His Qiyaam was as long as it takes a Mu'adhin to descend from the
Minaret and reach the row of salaah.” Another narration states that Hadhrat Abu
Jaabir added, "I once saw Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah @)&i% performing a very
short salaah."

Hadhrat Anas %165 once said, "The salaah we performed with Rasulullaah %%
was such that you people will criticise if anyone had to perform the same
(because of its brevity)." “) :

Hadhrat Adi bin Haatim &J&% once attended a gathering and when the time for
salaah arrived, the Imaam went forward and led the salaah. However, because he

Ryt s

prolonged the sitting posture, Hadhrat Adi ¥

W said after the salaah was
completed, "The person leading the salaah should complete the Ruku and Sajdah
properly (but not prolong the Qiyaam and sitting postures) because behind him
are young children, old people, sick people, travellers and people with urgent
needs." When the time arrived for the next salaah, Hadhrat Adi %% himself
went forward and while completing the Ruku and Sajdah properly, he made the
salaah brief. After completing the salaah, he turned to the people and said, "That
was how we performed salaah behind Rasulullaah faggg )

time expired, just as the Umayyad tulers used to do. This was why Hadhrat Anas $&§@5% refused to
follow him in salaah.' However, when Hadhrat Umar bin Abdul Azeez became the Khalifah, he
stopped doing this.

(1) Ahmad, reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami (Vol.2 Pg.68).

(2) Tabraani, reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami (Vol.2 Pg.68).

(3) Ahmad and Abu Ya'la, reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami (Vol.2 Pg.71).

(4) Ahmad, reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami (vol.2 Pg.71).

(5) Tabraani and Ahmad, reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami (Vol.2 Pg.73).
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Rasulullaah 2% and the Sahabah &)W
Weep in Salaah

~

Rasulullaah £8% Weeps in Salaah
Hadhrat Aa'isha G&lE@s5 says, "After spending the night, Rasulullaah 28 would
be summoned (to salaah) by Bilaal &)@ calling out the Adhaan. He would then
get up and take a bath. I would then see the water dripping on his cheek and
beard as he left for salaah, after which I would hear him weep in salaah.” (!
Hadhrat Ubayd bin Umayr %&@% once asked Hadhrat Aa'isha Gg8&@:%, "Tell me
what the most remarkable incident that you saw with Rasulullaah #38%£." Hadhrat
Aa'isha BE)&is was silent for awhile and then she said, "One night Rasulullaah
#584£ said to me, 'Do excuse me to worship my Rabb tonight.' 'By Allaah!' I replied,
'‘While I love to be near you, I also love anything that pleases you.' Rasulullaah
#5%8E then stood up, performed wudhu and started performing salaah. He wept so
much as he was sitting that his lap became wet (with tears). He then continued
weeping until hisbeard was drenched. He had then eventually wept so much more
that the ground around him became soaked. When Bilaal E}&@% came to inform
him that the time for salaah had arrived, he saw Rasulullaah 8% weeping and
asked, 'O Rasulullaah $341 Why do you weep so much when Allaah has forgiven
all your previous and future errors?' Rasulullaah %3 replied, 'Should I then not
be a grateful slave? A tremendous verse has been revealed to me tonight. Woe be
to the person who recites it without pondering over it: (The verse is)
A s ? P e . 5% L 2. 3”2 - < Y. o, @
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Verily in the (perfect and wonderful) creation of the heavens and the

earth (and whatever is within these) and in the alternation (changing)

of the night and 'day are signs (that show Allaah's great power) for

those who have intelligence (who care to ponder). (Those who have

intelligence are) They who remember Allaah while standing, sitting and

lying down (they do not forget Allaah at any time), and they think about

the creation of the heavens and earth (so that they may be able to see

Allaah’s greatness in this). (Then, amazed by Allaah's creation, they say)

"Our Rabb You have not created all this without a purpose! (These

things certainly display Your power and greatness and have not been

created in vain) We glorify Your purity (none can ever be equal to You)

so save us from the punishment of the Fire (of Jahannam)..." {Surah Aal

Imraan, verses 190+ }%)
Hadhrat Mutarraf reports from his father &% who says, "l saw Rasulullaah

(1) Abu Ya'la, reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami (Vol.2 Pg.89).
(2) Ibn Hibbaan, as quoted in Targheeb wat Tarheeb (Vol.3 Pg.32).
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#3885 performing salaah while there came from his chest a sound resembling the
sound of a grindstone because of his weeping." (1) Another narration states that
the sound from Rasulullaah &#'s chest resembled the sound of a (boiling)
pot.@

Hadhrat Umar &I5@% Weeps in salaah
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Shaddaad bin Al Haad says, "I was standing in one of the
last rows during the Fajr salaah and ! could hear Hadhrat Umar &3&@% cry aloud
as he recited Surah Yusuf and reached the verse:

Wby by a0 1 (3355 S RS ID
"I complain of my sorrow and my grief only to Allaah." {Surah Yusuf, verse 86}
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar &&E@% says, "When performing salaah behind
Hadhrat Umar &4, 1 could hear his weeping from three rows back." “)

Devotion and Concentration in Salaah

The Devotion of Hadhrat Abu Bakr £JGE% and

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Zubayr &J&@% in salaah
Hadhrat Sahl bin Sa'd 4% says that Hadhrat Abu Bakr 4% could not be
distracted when performing salaah.

Hadhrat Mujaahid says, "Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Zubayr )&% would stand (still)
like a stick in salaah, which was exactly as Hadhrat Abu Bakr &&@% used to do.
That is what devotion in salaah means." ©

Hadhrat Mujaahid says, "Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Zubayr )&% would stand (still)
like a stick in salaah. It is said that this was due to his devotion in salaah.” (7)
Hadhrat Ibnul Munkadir says, "Had you seen Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Zubayr
s performing salaah, you would surely say that he is a branch of a tree that
the wind laps over. In fact, missiles fired from catapults would be falling all about
(around him as he performed salaah) but he would pay no attention to them."
Another narration from Hadhrat Ataa states that when Hadhrat Abdullaah bin
Zubayr &5 performed salaah, he was like a cane fixed in the ground. (8)

The Devotion of Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar
&)5ws and Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood &G0
in salaah

Hadhrat Zaid bin Abdullaah Shaybaani says, "Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar &}@@s5

(1) Abu Dawood.

(2) Nasa'ee, as quoted in Targheeb wat Tarheeb (Vol.3 Pg.32).

(3) Abdur Razzaaq, Sa'eed bin Mansoor, Ibn Abi Shaybah, Ibn Sa'd and Bayhaqi, as quoted in
Muntakhab Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.387).

(4) Abu Nu'aym in his Hijya (Vol.1 Pg.52).

{5) Ahmad in his Zuhd, as quoted in Muntakhab Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.347).

(6) Muntakhab Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.360). )

(7) Abu Nu'aym in his Hilya (Vol.1 Pg.335), as quoted in /saabah (Vol.2 Pg.310).

(8) Abu Nu'aym in his Hilya (Vol.1 Pg.335). Tabraani has also reported the narration from reliable
sources as confirmed by Haythami (Vol.2 Pg.136).
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walked so slowly for salaah that if an ant were walking beside him, you would
say that he will not beat the ant." h

Hadhrat Wadsi bin Hibbaan says, "Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar &6 liked
everything of his to face the Qibla when he performed salaah and would even
face his thumbs towards the Qibla." )

Hadhrat Tawoos says, "l have never seen anyone perform salaah like Hadhrat
Abdullaah bin Umar &J&®%. He was so particular about facing the Qibla that
even his face, palms and feet faced Qibla." )

Hadhrat Abu Burdah narrates, "I once performed salaah next to Hadhrat
Abdullaah bin Umar €i@%. When he was in Sajdah, 1 heard him say, 'O Allaah!
Make Yourself the most beloved entity to me and the one I fear most.' I also
heard him recite in salaah:

T a1y €6 S 3T (g 0381 8 (16 EXSTG, L3 B
'O my Rabb! On account of the favc;urs (forgiveness, knowledge and
wisdom) you have given me, | shall never be among those who are
accomplices to criminals.’ {Surah Qasas, verse 17}
He also said, "Whenever | perform salaah, 1 hope that it will be a means of
atonement (for my sins)." )
Hadhrat A'mash stated that whenever Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ¥3&@% performed
salaah, he (was so still that he) appeared to be a discarded piece of cloth. (5)

Hadhrat Abu Bakr &JEis Reprimands his wife
Hadhrat Ummu Roomaan E8&@% for Leaning

in her Salaah
~ Hadhrat Ummu Roomaan G8&i% says, "When Abu Bakr &&#55.once saw me
leaning while performing salaah, he reprimanded me so sternly that 1 almost
“terminated my salaah. He then said, ' heard Rasulullaah %88 say, 'When any of
you stand in salaah, his limbs shoiild be at ease and he should never lean to
any side as the Jews do. Being at ease during salaah serves to complete the
salaah."(©)

The Importance Rasulullaah %88 Attached
to the Emphasised Sunnah Salaahs

The Narration of Hadhrat Aa'isha G&&tss Regarding

the Sunnah Salaahs Rasulullaah $28% Performed
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Shageeq reports that he once enquired from Hadhrat

(1) Ibn Sa'd (vVol.4 Pg.154).

(2) Ibn Sa'd (Vol.4 Pg.157).

(3) Abu Nu'aym in his Hilya (Vol.1 Pg.304).

(4) Abu Nu'aym in his AHilya (Vol.1 Pg.304).

(5) Tabraani. Haythami (Vol.2 Pg.136) has commented on the chain of narrators.

(6) Ibn Adi and Abu Nu'aym in his Hjjya (Vol.9 Pg.304), as quoted in Kanzu{ Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.230).
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Aa'isha @G5 about the optional salaahs that Rasulullaah #388 performed. She
replied, "Rasulullaah &88 would perform four Rakaahs at home before the Zuhr
salaah. He would then leave for the Masjid to lead the people in salaah.
Thereafter, he would return to my room and perform two Rakaahs. After leading
the people in Maghrib salaah, he would return 16 my room and perform two
Rakaahs. Afterwards, he would lead the people in Isha and then return to
perform two Rakaahs in my room. At night, he would perform nine Rakaahs
salaah including the Witr. At times he would perform salaah for long time
standing while at other times, he would perform salaah for a long time sitting.
When performing salaah standing, he would perform Ruku and Sajdah from a
standing position and when performing salaah sitting, he would perform Ruku
and Sajdah from a sitting position. Then when dawn broke, he would perform
two Rakaahs before leaving for the Masjid to lead the people.ir: the Fajr
salaah."(})

The Extreme Importance Rasulullaah £24£ gave to

the Two Rakaahs Before the Fajr Salaah
Hadhrat Aa'isha GB&E@% says, "Rasulullaah %88 did not attach as much
importance to any optional salaahs as much as he attached to the two Rakaahs
of Fajr." ) In another narration, Hadhrat Aa'isha G&J&is5 states, "I have not seen
Rasulullaah 832 so eager to do any good deed as much as he was to perform
the two Rakaahs before Fajr. In fact, he was not even that eager for booty." )
Hadhrat Aa'isha GEIS5 also mentioned that Rasulullaah $8#5 would never omit
the four Rakaahs before Zuhr salaah and the two Rakaahs before Fajr. “4)
Hadhrat Bilaal 4% reports that he once went to inform Rasulullaah $#48% that
the time for Fajr had arrived. Hadhrat Aa'isha GB8E@®% occupied Hadhrat Bilaal
% by asking him about something until the sky had started to get very
bright. Hadhrat Bilaal )54 then started to call Rasulullaah %388 several times,
—btit Rasulullaah #3855 did not come out. After a while, Rasulullaah #84% came out
and after leading the salaah, Hadhrat Bilaal “&@% informed him that Hadhrat
Aa'isha G852 had occupied him by asking him about something and that
(despite him calling) Rasulullaah %23 had delayed in coming out. Rasulullaah
#28E said, "(1 was delayed because) I had been performing the two Rakaahs of
Fajr." "O Rasulullaah ¢35 Hadhrat Bilaal $J&% asked, "(Why did you not leave
it out because) The sky had already become very bright?" Rasulullaah 48%£ replied,
"Even if the sky had become brighter than that, I would have still performed it
and performed it well and propetly.” )

(1) Muslim, as quoted in Safwatus Safwah (Vol.1 Pg.75). Abu Dawood and Tirmidhi have also reported
the narration, as quoted in Jam'ul Fawaa'id (Vol.1 Pg.110).

(2) Bukhaari, Muslim and others.:

(3) Ibn Khuzaymabh, as quoted in Targheeb wat Tarheeb (Vol.1 Pg.361).

(4) Bukhaari.

(5) Abu Dawood (Vol.2 Pg.259), reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Nawawi in Riyaadhus
Saaliheen (Pg.416) o -
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The Extreme Importance Rasulullaah %% gave to
the Four Rakaahs Before the Fardh of Zuhr Salaah

Hadhrat Qaaboos reports that his father once sent someone to ask Hadhrat
Aa'isha GEEWs which salaah (apart from the Faraa'idh) Rasulullaah $8#5 most
loved to perform with consistency. Hadhrat Aa'isha G&&@e replied, "It was the
four Rakaahs before Zuhr in which Rasulullaah #338 prolonged the Qiyaam and
meticulously performed the Ruku and Sajdah." (1)

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Saa'ib &J&®% narrates that Rasulullaah %3 used to
perform four Rakaahs salaah after the sun had crossed the meridian but before
(the Fardh of) Zuhr. To this Rasulullaah 28 would say, "This is the hour when
the doors to the skies are opened and 1 would love to have my good deeds
ascend through them." 2)

Hadhrat Ali )&% reports that Rasulullaah %28 used to perform four Rakaahs
before (the Fardh of) Zuhr and two Rakaahs after. 3)

Hadhrat Aa'isha G8J&4% narrates that if Rasulullaah 3% was unable to perform
the four Rakaahs before (the Fardhof) Zuhr, he would perform them afterwards. 4

Hadhrat Abu Ayyoob 4&J&i@% says that from-the time Rasulullaah 88 started
staying with him, he noticed that Rasulullaah &8 regularly performed four
Rakaahs before Zuhr and said, "The doors of the skies are opened when the sun
crosses the meridian and no door closes until the Zuhr salaah has been
performed. I1thereforeloveto have a good deed of mine raised during this time."(®

Rasulullaah $%L's Salaah before Asr and
After Maghrib

Hadhrat Ali 4J6@5% said, "Before the Asr salaah Rasulullaah %% would perform
four Rakaahs salaah, separating them with Salaam to the high-ranking angels
and the Muslims and Mu'mineen who follow them." ) Another narration from
Hadhrat Ali &)&#@% states that Rasulullaah #3288 performed two Rakaahs before
Asr.t7)

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas @&)&@s% narrates that after the Maghrib salaah
Rasulullaah $33£ used to perform two Rakaahs salaah in which he prolonged the
recitation of the Qur'aan so long that the people in the Masjid had already
dispersed (by the time he completed). (8)

(1) Ibn Maajah, as quoted in Targheeb wat Tarheeb (Vol.1 Pg.364).

(2) Ahmad and Tirmidhi, as quoted in Targheeb wat Tarheeb (Vol.1 Pg.364).

(3) Tirmidhi (Pg.57). '

(4) Tirmidhi (Pg.57).

(6) Tabraani, as quoted in Targheeb wat Tarheeb (Vol.1 Pg.364) and Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.189).

(6) Tirmidhi (Pg.58).

(7) Abu Dawood, as quoted in Riyaadhus Saaliheen (Pg.419). Abu Ya'la and Tabraani have reported
similar narrations from Hadhrat Maymoona GG
Pg.221).

(8) Tabraani. Haythami (Vol.2 Pg.230) has commented on the chain of narrators.
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The Importance the Sahabah &l\&us
Attached to the Emphasised Sunnah Salaahs

The Importance Hadhrat Umar &\5@% gave to the

Sunnah Salaahs Before the Fajr and Zuhr Salaahs
Hadhrat Sa'eed bin Musayyib narrates that Hadhrat Umar $&@% said about the
two Rakaahs before Fajr, "They are more beloved to me than red camels.” M
Hadhrat Abdur Rahmaan bin Abdullaah reports that he once went to Hadhrat
Umar bin Khattaab %J6i% when the latter was performing salaah before Zuhr. "What
salaah is this?" Hadhrat Abdur Rahmaan asked. Hadhrat Umar $&E®% replied, "It
is counted from amongst the salaah of the night (i.e. it carries the reward of the
Tahajjud salaah)." (2)

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Utba says, "I performed four Rakaahs salaah with Hadhrat
Umar &)\ in his house before the Zuhr salaah.”

The Importance Hadhrat Ali &i&@% and Hadhrat
Abdullaah bin Mas'ood &)5@% gave to the Sunnah

Salaahs Before the Zuhr Salaah
Hadhrat Hudhayfa bin Usayd reports that he noticed Hadhrat Ali bin Abi Taalib
&)5@s% performing four long Rakaahs of salaah after the sun has crossed its
meridian and asked about it. Hadhrat Ali &% replied, "I saw Rasulullaah 838
performing this salaah..." The rest of the Hadith is similar to the narration of
Hadhrat Abu Ayyoob )&% quoted above. 4
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Yazeed says, "Someone closest to Hadhrat Abdullaah bin
Mas'ood %JE@% informed me that after the sun had crossed its meridian,
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ¥&@% would stand up and perform four
Rakaahs salaah in which he would recite two Surahs from the Mi'een (Surahs
that have more than a hundred verses). Thereafter, when the Mu'adhin called out
the Adhaan, he would dress fullyandthen leave (for the Masjid) for the salaah."®)
Hadhrat Aswad, Hadhrat Murra and Hadhrat Masrooq all narrate that Hadhrat
Abdullaah bin Mas'ood &% said, "No salaah of the day equals the salaah of
the night except for the four Rakaahs before Zuhr. The virtue of this salaah over
the other (optional) salaahs of the day is like the virtue of the congregational
salaah over the salaah performed individually. (©
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood &% said, "No salaah of the day equals the
salaah of the night except for the four Rakaahs before Zuhr because they have
always been regarded as being on par with the Tahajjud salaah." ()

(1) Ibn Abi Shaybah, as quoted in XKanzu/ Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.201).

(2) Ibn Jareer.

(3) 1bn Abi Shaybah, as quoted in Kanzu/ Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.189),

(4) Tbn Abi Shaybah, as quoted in Kanzu/ Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.189).

(56) Tabraani. Haythami (Vol.2 Pg.221) has commented on the chain of narrators.
(6) Tabraani. Haythami (Vol.2 Pg.221) has commented on the chain of narrators.
(7) 1bn Jareer, as quoted in Kanzul/ Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.189). -
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The Importance Hadhrat Baraa ©)&@5 and
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar &E@< gave to the

Sunnah Salaahs Before the Zuhr Salaah
It is reported that both Hadhrat Baraa &&@% and Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar
&S performed the four Rakaahs of Sunnah salaah. oY
It is also narrated that whenever the sun passes its meridian, Hadhrat Abdullaah
bin Umar &% would proceed to the Masjid where he would perform twelve
Rakaahs salaah before the (Fardh of) Zuhr. Only then would he sit down. ()
Hadhrat Naafi narrates that Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar ¥&@s% would perform
eight Rakaahs salaahbefore the Zuhr salaah and then four Rakaahs afterwards.3)

The Importance Hadhrat Ali £ gave to the
Sunnah Salaah Before the Asr Salaah and The
Importance Hadhrat Ali &)\5@% and Hadhrat
Abdullaah bin Umar “&E@% Attached to the
Sunnah Salaahs Between the Maghrib

and Isha Salaahs
Hadhrat Ali )&% said, "Rasulullaah #3%% emphatically advised me never to
forsake three acts throughout my life. One of them is to perform four Rakaahs
before Asr. I shall therefore never leave them out for as long as I live." 4)
Hadhrat Abu Faakhtah narrates that when Hadhrat Ali )&% once mentioned
that the salaahs between the Maghrib and Isha salaahs are called Salaatu/
Ghaflah ('salaah of negligence'), he added, "Now you people have fallen into
negligence (because you neglect these salaahs)." )
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar &J&i#% once said, "The person who performs four
Rakaahs salaah after Maghrib is like the person fighting battle after battle (in the
path of Allaah)." (©) .

The Importance Rasulullaah 2% and the
Sahabah #&&@Ws Attached to the
Tahajjud Salaah

A Narration of Hadhrat Aa'isha E&Ws Concernin

The Importance that Rasulullaah #2485 Attached to
Qivaamul Layl

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abul Qais narrates\that Hadhrat Aa'isha EE&@% said,

(1) Ibn Jareer, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.189).

(2) 1bn Jareer, as quoted in Kanzu/ Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.189).

(3) Ibn Jareer, as quoted in Kanzu/ Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.189).

(4) Ibn Najjaar, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.191).

(5) Ibn Abi Shaybah, as quoted in Kanzu/ Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.192).
(6) Ibn Zanjway, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.193).
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"Never omit the Qiyaamul Layl because Rasulullaah #3#£ never left it out. Even
when he was ill or very tired, he would perform it sitting down rather that leaving
it out." (1)

The Narration of Hadhrat Jaabir &15@% About the
Tahajjud Salaah Being Compulsory Before
Concession was Granted

Hadhrat Jaabir &J&4@% says, "Qiyaamul Layl became compulsory for us with the
revelation of the verse:
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O you wrapped in a cloth! Stand up all night @n Tahajjud salaah) except
for a little while (in which to take a rest)..." {Surah Muzammil, verses 1,2}
We therefore stood so long in salaah that our feet would swell. Allaah then
revealed the verses granting concession when He said:
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Allaah knows that some of you may fall ill, others will travel in the
world in search of Allaah's bounty (fo earn a living) and others will fight
in Allaah's path (in each of these cases, they will be unable to perform
Tahajjud as they do at home). Therefore, recite (only) that of the
Qur'aan (in Tahajjud) which is easy. (Although Tahajjud is not
obligatory, do not neglect to) Establish (the Fardh) salaah, pay zakaah
and give to Allaah a good loan (spend in charity for Allaah's pleasure).
Whatever good you send ahead for yourselves (as reward to the

- Aakhirah), you will find it with Allaah in a better and more rewarding
state. Seek forgiveness from Allaah. Verily Allaah is Most Forgiving,
Most Merciful. {Surah Muzammil, verse 20}?)

Hadhrat Sa'eed bin Hishaam asks Hadhrat Aa'isha

BEIGWs About Rasulullaah $£83's Witr Salaah
Hadhrat Sa'eed bin Hishaam divorced his wife and then journeyed to Madinah to
sell the property he had there. He intended to invest the money from the sale in
horses and weapons to use in the Jihaad against the Romans until he died. En
route, he met a group of people from his tribe who narrated to him that when six
persons of his tribe also wanted to do the same thing during the time of
Rasulullaah &%, Rasulullaah #3%£ forbade them saying, "Do you not have an

(1) Abu Dawood and Ibn Khuzaymah, as quoted in Targheeb wat Tarheeb (Vol.1 Pg.401).
(2) Bazzaar. Haythami (Vol.2 Pg.251) has commented on the chain of narrators.
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example in me?" Hadhrat Sa'eed then took his wife back in marriage and made
the group witness to this. .

Be later returned to his people and informed them that he had been to‘Hadhrat
Abdullaah bin Abbaas &% to ask about Rasulullaah #8's witr salaah.
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas &J&45 said, "Should I not tell you which person
has more knowledge than anyone else about the Rasulullaah &28E's Witr?” When
Hadhrat Sa'eed asked to know, Hadhrat Abbaas &J@#% said, "Go to Aa'isha
EESW and ask her. Thereafter, 1 want you to return and inform me what she
told you."

Hadhrat Sa'eed narrates further, "1 then approached Hadhrat Hakeem bin Aflah
@G5 to request him to accompany me to Hadhrat Aa'isha BEEE. He said, 'I
shall not go near her because when | forbade her from speaking out against the

P

two factions (the group of Hadhrat Ali &% and that of Hadhrat Mu'aawiya
BJEw2), she still did so.' However, when 1 begged him in the name of Allaah, he
accompanied me. When we went to her house, she recognised Hakeem &)&E@3
and asked, 'Is that Hakeem?' When he confirmed that it was he, she asked, 'Who
is that with you?' 'He is Sa'eed bin Hishaam,' Hadhrat Hakeem replied. 'Which
Hishaam?' she enquired further. 'The son of Aamir,' came the reply. Hadhrat
Ad'isha GBEWE then made du'aa for Aamir &EWS's forgiveness and remarked,
'What an excellent man Aamir was!'

'O Ummul Mu'mineen!’ 1 asked, 'Do tell me about Rasulullaah &885's character'.
‘Do you recite the Qur'aan?' Hadhrat Aa'isha GEl&Es asked. When I confirmed that
1 did, she said, 'Well, the character of Rasulullaah #8285 was the Qur'aan.' I then
started to get up but it occurred to me to ask about Rasulullaah $E#E's salaah at
night. I therefore asked, 'O Ummul Mu'mineen! Do inform me about the salaah of
Rasulullaah &85 (at night).' 'Do you recite the Surah of the Qur'aan (j.-,,ili Eo
(Surah Muzammil)?' When I told her that I did, she said, 'Allaah had made
Qiyaamul Layl compulsory at the beginning of the Surah, because of which
Rasulullaah %88 and the Sahabah #J&@3 stood for such long periods at night
that their feet would become swollen. Allaah held the end of the Surah back in
the heavens for twelve months, after which he revealed the concession.
Therefore, Qiyaamul Layl became optional after it had been compulsory."
Hadhrat Sa'eed continues, "I was again about to leave when it occurred to me to
ask about the Witr salaah. Therefore, I said, 'O Ummul Mu'mineen! Do inform me
about Rasulullaah %8#%'s witr salaah. She replied, 'We would keep Rasulullaah
#5288's Miswaak and wudhu water ready and when Allaah wished him to awake,
he would get up, brush his teeth with the Miswaak and then perform wudhu.
Rasulullaah %88 would then perform eight Rakaahs salaah without sitting in
between (for the final sitting preceding the Salaam) except in the eighth Rakaah.
He would engage in Dhikr of Allaah and making du'aa to Him while he sat, after
which he got up for the ninth Rakaah without making Salaam. He would then
perform the ninth Rakaah and then sit down. As he sat, he would again engage in

Dhikr and du'aa before making Salaam audibly. After the Salaam, he would
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perform two Rakaahs salaah in a sitting posture. That, dear son, was eleven
Rakaahs. However, as Rasulullaah &8 grew older and heavier, he would make
the seventh Rakaah the Witr and then perform the other two Rakaahs. That, dear
son, was nine Rakaahs. Whenever Rasulullaah #32 performed a salaah, he liked
to be consistent with it and if sleep, pain or iliness ever prevented him from
Qiyaamul Layl, he would perform twelve Rakaahs the next day. ! do not know of
Rasulullaah #2885 completing the entire Qur'aan in one night until dawn and I am
also unaware of him fasting an entire month except for the month of
Ramadhaan.’

I then returned to Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas &I&@#% and when I informed
him about what Hadhrat Aa'isha @8&##% had told me, he said, 'She is right. Had 1
been one to go to her, I would have reported the narration directly from her."(!)

The Narration of Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas
“I5Wss Concerning the Witr of the Sahabah #&&iWs

after Surah Muzammil was Revealed
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas ¥\&i#% reports, "When the beginning of Surah
Muzammil was revealed, the Sahabah #&&% stood in salaah as long as they did
during Ramadhaan. A year had passed between the revelation of the first part of
the Surah and the last part." 2)

The Tahajjud Salaah of Hadhrat Abu Bakr &

and Hadhrat Umar &5
Hadhrat Yahya bin Sa'eed narrates that Hadhrat Abu Bakr %J&#% used to perform
his Witr salaah at the beginning of the night and when he stood for (Tahajjud)
salaah, he would perform it in units of two Rakaahs. )
Hadhrat Aslam says, "Hadhrat Umar bin Khattaab %)\&i# used to perform salaah
for a long while at night and when half the night had passed, he would awaken

his family for salaah, saying, 'Salaah! He would then recite the verse:

T IPIR r! LA A P 1 2%
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Instruct fencourage) your family to perform salaah and (you) yourself
(must) remain steadfast on it. We do not ask provision (sustenance)
from you, but We provide for you. The best result (reward in the
Aakhirah) is for (adopting) Taqwa. {Surah TaaHaa, verse 132)@

Hadhrat Hasan narrates that when Hadhrat Uthmaan bin Abul Aas %)@ married

one of Hadhrat Umar &)&@%'s widows, he said, "By Allaah! I did not marry her
simply for wealth or children. I however wanted her to inform me about Hadhrat

(1) Ahmad and Muslim, as quoted in the Tafseer of Ibn Katheer (Vol.4 Pg.435).
(2) 1bn Abi Shaybah, as quoted in Xanzul/ Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.281).

(3) 1bn Abi Shaybah, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.278).

(4) Maalik and Bayhaqi, as quoted in Muntakhab kanzul Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.380).
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Umar &JG@%'s nights (in Ibaadah)." When he asked her how it was that Hadhrat
Umar ¥J&Ei% would perform salaah at night, she explained, "After performing the
Isha salaah, he would instruct us to place a dish of water at his headside and to
keep it covered. When he then woke up at night, he would dip his hand into the
water, wipe his face and hands and then engage in Dhikr for a while. (He would
then doze off and) It would occur several times that he would awaken (engage in
Dhikr and doze off) until the time for him to get up for the Tahajjud salaah
arrived." (One of the narrators called) Ibn Buraydah asked (Hadhrat Hasan), "Who
narrated this to you?" When Hadhrat Hasan replied that it was the daughter of
Hadhrat Uthmaan bin Abul Aas 4855, Hadhrat Ibn Buraydah conformed that
she was a reliable source. ()

Hadhrat Sa'eed bin Musayyib reports that Hadhrat Umar &5 loved to perform
salaah in the middle of the night. )

The Tahajjud of Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar £&5@%
Hadhrat Naafi narrates that Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar &% used to perform
salaah for a long while at night and then ask, "Naafi! Has the last portion of the
night arrived?" If Hadhrat Naafi replied in the negative, Hadhrat Abdullaah bin
Umar &\&@% would continue performing salaah. He would then ask later on,
"Naalfi! Has the last portion of the night arrived?” When Hadhrat Naafi would
eventually reply that the time had arrived, Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar &G
would sit down and engage in Istighfaar and du'aa until dawn broke. )

Hadhrat Muhammad says, "Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar &&@% would start
performing salaah whenever he awoke during the night.”

Hadhrat Abu Ghaalib says, "Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar 545 used to stay with
us in Makkah and always performed the Tahajjud salaah. One night just before
dawn he said to me, 'O Abu Ghaalib! Why don't you get up and perform salaah,
even if you recite only a third of the Qur'aan?' I said, 'But how will I recite a third
of the Qur'aan when dawn is so close by?' He replied, ‘Verily Surah Ikhlaas (.3

@&314u33) is equal to a third of the Qur'aan."®

The Tahajjud salaah of Hadhrat Abdullaah bin

Mas'ood )&% and Hadhrat Salmaan &
Hadhrat Algama bin Qais relates, "l once spent the night with Hadhrat Abdullaah
bin Mas'ood &J&@%. He got up during the early part of the night and started
performing salaah. He recited as an Imaam in the local Masjid would recite,
steadily and without adopting a singing tune. He recited audibly enough for the
people around him to hear and he would not regurgitate his voice. Eventually
when only that part of the night was left equal to the time it takes between the
Maghrib Adhaan and the end of the Maghrib salaah, he would perform his Witr

(1) Tabraani, reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami (Vol.4 Pg.380).

(2) 1bn Sa'd (vol.4 Pg.289).

(3) Abu Nu'aym in his Aifya (Vol.1 Pg.303), as quoted in /saabah (Vol.1 Pg.349). Tabraani has reported
a similar narration.

(4) Abu Nu'aym in his Hilya (vol.1 Pg.304).
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salaah."(1)

Hadhrat Taariq bin Shihaab reports that he once spend a night with Hadhrat
Salmaan %JE@% to see how he exerted himself in Ibaadah at night. When
Hadhrat Salmaan )&% got up to perform salaah during the last portion of the
night, Hadhrat Taariq did not get to see what he expected. When he mentioned
this to Hadhrat Salmaan )&%, the Sahabi &E®% explained, "Guard your five
(Fardh) salaahs closely because they atone for the sins you commit, except for
the major sins. After people have performed 'the Isha salaah, they are divided into
three groups. One of the groups has‘nothing fof them but plenty against them.
The other group has something for théth but nothing against them, while the last
group has neither anything for them tor against. The person with nothing for
him but plenty against him is the one who takes advantage of the darkness of the
night and obliviousness of people to outdo himself in'Sinning, because of which
he has plenty of sin to his detriment and no good to his name. The person with
something for him and nothing against him is the one who also takes advantage
of the darkness of the night and obliviousness of people, but uses it to engage in
salaah. It is for this reason that he has much to his credit but nothing to his
detriment. As for the person with neither anything for him nor against, he is the
one who goes to bed immediately after performing the Isha salaah. He will
therefore have no sin to his account, nor any good. Beware of being hasty and
always adopt moderation and constancy." %)

The Importance Rasulullaah $&% and the
Sahabah #&Es Attached to the Nawaafil
Salaahs between Sunrise and Midday

The Narrations of Hadhrat Ummu Haani GE&@s
and Hadhrat Aa'isha G83@% Concerning the
Salaatud Duhaa that Rasulullaah %85 Performed

Hadhrat Ummu Haani $8&@% whose name was Faakhtah and who was the
daughter of Abu Taalib, reports that when Makkah was conquered, she went to
see Rasulullaah #3885 When she got to him, Rasulullaah #8# was busy taking a
bath. After completing the bath, Rasulullaah 2% performed eight Rakaahs
salaah, which is referred to as Salaatud Duhaa (the midmorning salaah).‘3)
Hadhrat Aa'isha GE&4ss says, "While Rasulullaah &£ usually performed four
Rakaahs of Salaatud Duhaa, he also sometimes increased the number of
Rakaahs."4)

(1) Tabraani, reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami (Vol.2 Pg.266).
(2) Tabraani, reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami (Vol.1 Pg.401).
(3) Bukhaari and Muslim, as quoted in Riyaadh (Pg.424).

(4) Muslim, as quoted in Riyaadh.
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Narrations of Hadhrat Anas &&5®2 and Hadhrat
Abdullaah bin Abu Awfa &J&E@% Concerning the
Salaatud Duhaa that Rasulullaah 8% Performed

T

Hadhrat Anas &J&@% narrates, "I saw Rasulullaah #&# perform six Rakaahs of
Salaatud Duhaa and I have never forzaken them thereafter.” (!)

Another narration from Hadhre: Unn.u Haani G8E@% states that when
Rasulullaah 42% went to her hoise the day Makkah was conquered, he
performed six Rakaahs Salaatud Dukizz, (2)

When Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abu Awfa &!&&5% performed only two Rakaahs
Salaatud Duhaa, his wife asked, "You have performed only two Rakaahs?" He
replied, "Rasulullaah $2% also performed two Fakaea s of this salaah when he
was given the good news of a victory and also when the head of Abu Jahal was

brought to him." 3

The narration of Hadhrat Abdullaah bi.n Abbaas

L5 from Hadhrat Ummu Haani GEG@ss
Concerning the Salaatud Duhaa that
Rasulullaah %88 Performed

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas ¥&J&#% once said, "There is a verse of the Qur'aan
that I used to recite without understanding what it referred to. The verse is:

(\As-..J WP ) qg‘;&::ﬂ"s ;{jg}
...by evening and at Ishraaq (daybreak)... {Surah Saad, verse 18}
This was until Ummu Haani G&8&4@% narrated to me that Rasulullaah #3285 once
came to her and asked for a dish of water to make wudhu. She said, 'I could still
see traces of dough in the dish (because I had just used it for making dough).
Rasulullaah %#8 however made wudhu and performed the Salaatud Duhaa
saying, 'O Ummu Haani! This is the 'Ishraaq' salaah (the daybreak salaah’)."*)

Rasulullaah £33 Encourages the Performing of
Salaatud Duhaa and explains its Virtues

Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah &5 reports that when Rasulullaah %2 once
dispatched an army, they returned very quickly with a large booty. Someone
remarked, "O Rasulullaah %8851 1 have never before seen an army returning so
quickly with such a large booty." Rasulullaah #38 said, "Shall I not inform you of
an army that returns even quicker with an even larger booty? It is the person who

(1) Tabraani. Haythami (Vol.2 Pg.337) has commented on the chain of narrators.

(2) Tabraani in his Awsat and Kabeer, reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami (Vol.2
Pg.238).

(3) Bazzaar and Tabraani. Haythami (Vol.2 Pg.238) has commented on the chain of narrators. Ibn
Maajah has reported a similar narration, stating that Rasulullaah 38 performed the Salaatud
Duhaa in this manner when the head of Abu Jahal was brought to him. This narration does not
state that Rasulullaah #2885 did so when receiving news of a victory.

(4) Tabraani. Haythami (Vol.2 Pg.238) has commented on the chain of narrators.
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performs wudhu properly, proceeds to the Masjid to perform the Fajr salaah and .
then follows this up with performing the Salaatud Duhaa. Such a person returns
even quicker with an even larger booty." (1)

Hadhrat Ali ¥1&@%, Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas
&5 and Hadhrat Sa'd bin Abi Waqqaas “&@s
Perform Salaatud Duhaa
Hadhrat Ataa Abu Muhammad says that he saw Hadhrat Ali )&% performing

the Salaatud Duhaa in the Masjid. %)

Hadhrat lIkramah reports that Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas @&is would
perform the Salaatud Duhaa once every ten days. ©

The daughter of Hadhrat Sa'd bin Abi Waqqaas %)&#%, Hadhrat Aa'isha narrates

that (her father) Hadhrat Sa'd ¥&iis% used to perform eight Rakaahs of Salaatud
Duhaa. )

The Importance Attached to the Nawaafil

Between Zuhr and Asr
Hadhrat Sha'bi reports that although Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood &&@% did
not perform the Salaatud Duhaa, he performed Nawaafil salaahs between Zuhr
and Asr together with the long shift he took at night. )
Hadhrat Naafi narrates that Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar 4
in salaah between Zuhr and Asr. (©

The Importance Attached to the Nawaafil
| Between Maghrib and Isha

The Salaah Rasulullaah $&% Performs salaah
between Maghrib and Isha and the Salaah of
Hadhrat Ammaar &)\80%

Hadhrat Hudhayfah @@ says, "I went to Rasulullaah 2% and performed the
Maghrib salaah with him. Thereafter, Rasulullaah #33 continued performing

salaah until Isha. (7
Hadhrat Muhammad bin Ammaar bin Yaasir reports that he saw (his father)

-

Hadhrat Ammaar bin Yaasir £JG5 perform six Rakaahs salaah after the Maghrib
salaah. Hadhrat Ammaar &i&®% said, "l saw my beloved friend Rasulullaah et
perform six Rakaahs salaah after the Maghrib salaah. Rasulullaah %88 said,

(1) Abu Ya'la, Bazzaar, Ibn Hibaan and Tirmidhi, as quoted in Targheeb wat Tarheeb (Voi.1 Pg.428).
the narration of Bazzaar adds that the person referred to was Hadhrat Abu Bakr &%, Ahmad
and Tabraani have reported a similar narration, as quoted in Targheeb wat Tarheeb (Vol.1 Pg.427).

(2) Tabraani, as quoted in kanzuf Ummaai (Vol.4 Pg.281).

(3) Ibn Jareer, as quoted in Kanzu/ Ummaal (Vol.2 Pg.282).

(4) Ibn Jareer, as quoted in Kanzu/ Ummaal (Vol.2 Pg.283).

(6) Tabraani in his Kabeer. Haythami (Vol.2 Pg.258) has commented on the chain of narrators

(6) Abu Nu'aym in his Hifya (vol.1 Pg.304). ’ '

(7) Nasa'ee, as quoted in 7argheeb wat Tarheeb (Vol.1 Pg.369).

% engaged himself
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'Whoever performs six Rakaahs salaah after the Maghrib salaah will have all
his sins forgiven even though they may be as much as the foam on the
oceans."(!)

The Salaah of Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood
“)Ews and Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas G55
between Maghrib and Isha
Hadhrat Abdur Rahmaan bin Yazeed says, "There was a time when 1 would always
find Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood &% engaged in salaah. The time was
between Maghrib and Isha. | once said to him, 'Whenever | come to you during
this time, I always find you engaged in salaah (Why is this?)' He replied, 'This is a

time of negligence (when people are generally negligent of Allaah)."(?

Hadhrat Aswad bin Yazeed reports that Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood &)&iwss
said, "How excellent is the time of negligence i.e. the time between Maghrib and
Isha." ¥

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas &l6#%% said, "Verily the angels surround the
people who perform salaah between Maghrib and Isha, which is the Salaatul
Awaabeen." (4.

Giving Importance to salaah when Entering and

, Leaving the House
Hadhrat Abdur Rahmaan bin Abu Layla ¥&% narrates that when someone
married the widow of Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Rawaaha &J&i% and asked her
about some special deed that he carried out, she replied, "He would perform two
Rakaahs salaah whenever he left the house and whenever he entered." ©)

The Taraweeh Salaah

Rasulullaah #Z8£ Encourages the Taraweeh salaah
Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah &J&@% says, "Rasulullaah %2 encouraged standing in
(Taraweeh) salaah during Ramadhaan without emphatically commanding it (so
that it should not be regarded as Fardh). He would say, '‘Whoever stands in
(Taraweeh) salaah during Ramadhaan with Imaan and hope-in being rewarded
shall have all his previous sins forgiven.”(® Another narration adds that
Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah %645 also said, "After Rasulullaah %33 passed away,
matters remained the same during the Khilaafah of Hadhrat Abu Bakr &5 and
during the beginning of Hadhrat Umar $)6@#'s Khilaafah." (7)

(1) Tabraani in his Thalaatha. Tabraani and Mundhiri (Vol.1 Pg.368) have commented on the chain of
narrators.

(2) Tabraani. Haythami (Vol.2 Pg.230) has commented on the chain of narrators.

(3) Tabraani. Haythami (Vol.2 Pg.230) has commented on the chain of narrators.

(4) Ibn Zanjway, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.193).

() ibn Mubaarak, as quoted in /saabaf (Vol.2 Pg.306).

(6) Muslim, as quoted in Riyaadh.

(7) Bukhaari, Muslim, Abu Dawood, Tirmidhi, Nasa'ee and Ibn Maajah, as quoted in Jam'ul Fawaa'id.
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Hadhrat Ubay bin Ka'b &l§d2Leads the people in
Taraweeh and the Taraweeh salaah during the
Time of Rasulullaah $2% and the time of

Hadhrat Umar &J&5@s |

Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah @5 reports that it was during Ramadhaan that
Rasulullaah %88 once saw some Sahabah &S performing salaah (in
congregation) inthe corner of the Masjid. "Who are they?" Rasulullaah #38£ asked.
Someone said, "They are people who do not know the entire Qur'aan (by
memory) and are following Ubay. bin Ka'b ¥&#% as he leads them in salaah."
Rasulullaah #3% remarked, "What they are doing is correct and an excellent
deed." (!

Hadhrat Abdur Rahmaan bin Abdul Qaari says, "I entered the Masjid with Hadhrat
Umar bin Khattaab )&% one night in Ramadhaan where we found people in
various groups. Everywhere there were individual people performing salaah, each
with a group following them. Hadhrat Umar &J&#% remarked, 't would be much
better if all these people were collected behind one Qaari.' Therefore, according
to his resolve, Hadhrat Umar &iE#% got everyone to perform salaah collectively
behind Hadhrat Ubay bin Ka'b &J&#%. When I again entered the Masjid with
Hadhrat Umar #&@3 another night, the people were all performing the
(Taraweeh) salaah behind their Qaari (Hadhrat Ubay &N\&i@s). To this, Hadhrat
Umar &J&@s remarked, 'This is an excellent innovation! However, the part of
the night in which you are asleep (the latter part) is much better than the part
in which you stand in salaah.' This Hadhrat Umar &@% said because the
people used to perform the Taraweeh salaah during the early part of the night."‘z)
Hadhrat Naufal bin Iyaas Hudhali says, "In Ramadhaan during the Khilaafah of
Hadhrat Umar bin Khattaab &&i#3, we used to stand in various groups
everywhere in the Masjid (while performing the Taraweeh salaah) because people
would be inclined to follow the person whom they felt had the best voice. To this
Hadhrat Umar &% remarked, 'In my opinion, people have made the Qur'aan
a song. By Allaah! I shall definitely change this if I have the ability.' Barely
three days had passed when Hadhrat Umar &J&4#% instructed Hadhrat Ubay bin
Ka'b ¥5@% to lead the people in salaah. Then standing in last of the rows,
Hadhrat Umar &J@4@s said, 'If this is regarded to be an innovation, it is truly an
excellent innovation.")

Hadhrat Umar ¥J&@2 has the Masjid lit up for the
Taraweeh Salaah to be Performed and the Du'aa
Hadhrat Ali &5 made for him on this Occasion

.

Hadhrat Abu Is'haaq Hamdaani reports that Hadhrat Ali ¥J@4% once entered the

(1) Abu Dawood, as quoted in Jam'ul Fawaa'id.
(2) Maalik, Bukhaari, Ibn Khuzaymah and others, as quoted in Kanzu/ Ummaal and Jam'ul Fawaa'id.
(3) Ibn Sa'd (vol.5 Pg.59).
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Masjid on the first night of Ramadhaan to find lanterns burning and the Book of
Allaah being recited. To this he said (to Hadhrat Umar &3&i&%), "O 1bn Khattaab!
May Allaah illuminate your grave as you have illuminated the Masaajid of Allaah
with the Qur'aan.” (0

Hadhrat Ubay ¥J&@s, Hadhrat Tameem Daari

&J%ws and Hadhrat Sulaymaan bin Abu Hathma
“%J5@s Lead the People in Taraweeh

Hadhrat Urwa &8 reports that when Hadhrat Umar @& had all the people
perform the (Taraweeh) salaah of Ramadhaan collectively, he gathered the men
behind Hadhrat Ubay bin Ka'b ¥}&®% and the women behind Hadhrat Sulaymaan
bin Abu Hathma &3, ?) '
Hadhrat Umar bin Abdulaah Ansi reports that it was Hadhrat Ubay bin Ka'b
@)Ew% and Hadhrat Tameem Daari ¥&#5% who stood in the place of Rasulullaah
¥8E to lead the men in Taraweeh salaah inside the Masjid while Hadhrat
Sulaymaan bin Abu Hathma %J&@% led the women in Taraweeh salaah in the
courtyard of the Masjid. (This was during the Khilaafah of Hadhrat Umar &3&is)
- However, when Hadhrat Uthmaan bin Affaan &3&@% became the Khalifah, he had
both men and women follow one Qaari, who happened to be Hadhrat Sulaymaan
bin Abu Hathma #J5i#%. Hadhrat Uthmaan %1% would instruct the women
to stay back and they were only allowed to leave (the Masjid) after the men
had all left. )
Hadhrat Arjafa says, "Hadhrat Ali bin Abi Taalib &% used to instruct the
people to perform the (Taraweeh) salaah of Ramadhaan and would appoint an
Imaam forthemenandanother for the women. I was the Imaam of the women."(4)

Hadhrat Ubay bin Ka'b €& Leads the Women of

his Household in Taraweeh Salaah
Hadhrat jaabir &% reports, "Ubay bin Ka'b &J&#% came to Rasulullaah #3885
one night of Ramadhaan saying, 'O Rasulullaah #3231 | have done something
tonight (and wish to know if it was correct).” 'What is it, O Ubay?' Rasulullaah
#3828 enquired. Hadhrat Ubay %J&@5% explained, 'The women of my household
said to me, 'Since we cannot recite the (entire) Qur'aan (from memory), we shall
- follow you in salaah.' I therefore led them in eight Rakaahs of salaah and then
performed the Witr.' Rasulullaah 84 (approved and) did not condemn what
Ubay @& did. The act is therefore established as a Sunnah because of
Rasulullaah ###'s approval." )

(1) Ibn Shaaheen, as quoted in Kanzul/ Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.284). Khateeb in his Amaalin and Ibn Asaakir
have reported a similar narration, as quoted in Muntakhab Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.387).

(2) Firyaabi and Bayhaqi, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.283).

(3) Ibn Sa'd (Vol.5 Pg.26).

(4) Bayhaqi, as quoted in Kanzu/ Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.284).

(5) Abu Ya'la and Tabraani, reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami (Vol.2 Pg.74).
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Salaatut Taubah
Hadhrat Buraydah 4}&®% narrates that Rasulullaah §# summoned Hadhrat
Bilaal %&®% one morning and said, "O Bilaal! How did you beat me to Jannah?
When I entered Jannah last night, I heard your footsteps ahead of me." Hadhrat
Bilaal ¥&@ssaid, "O Rasulullaah #3851 Whenever I commit a sin, I perform
two Rakaahs salaah (Salaatut Taubah) and whenever my wudhu breaks, I
make wudhu immediately and then perform two Rakaahs salaah (Tahiyyatul

wudhu)." ()

Salaatul Haajah

Hadhrat Anas &E@% performs salaah at the Time
of Need and His Need is Fulfilled

Hadhrat Thumaamah bin Abdullaah narrates that during the summer months, the
caretaker of Hadhrat Anas $}&@%'s orchard came to him complaining apout the
drought. Hadhrat Anas ¥8@% sent for some water, made wudhu and started
performing salaah. Hethenaskedthemantoseeifhe could see anything (any clouds).
When the man reported that he saw nothing, Hadhrat Anas &}&¥% returned
indoors and again performed salaah. It was after the third or fourth time of
asking the man to look that the man reported back to say that he saw a cloud the
size of a bird's wing. Hadhrat Anas $}&@#% then continued performing salaah and
making du'aa until the caretaker came to him and said, "The sky had become
overcast and rain has fallen." Hadhrat Anas )& said to him, "Take the horse .
that Bishr bin Shighaaf had sent and see up to where the rain had reached."
When the man went to have a look, he discovered that the rain had not fallen
further than the Musayyireen and Ghadbaan areas (i.e. it had fallen precisely on
the land belonging to Hadhrat Anas 4}&@s5)."%)

Rasulullaah #2¥ Performs Salaah for Hadhrat Ali
%)W to be Cured and he is Cured
Hadhrat Ali E5@5% relates, "I was once suffering intense pain, so.l went to
Rasulullaah §3%£. He put-me where he was standing, covered me with the end of
his shawl and started performing salaah. He then said, "You will be alright now,
O son of Abu Taalib? There is nothing to worry about. Whenever I ask anything
from Allaah, I always ask the same for you. Allaah has granted me everything I
have asked, but I have been informed that there shall be no Nabi after me.' When
I then stood up, it seemed as if I had never had any pain at all." ()

The Du'aa of a Sahabi Hadhrat Abu Mu'liq ¥&JE@®s5 is
Answered when a Robber Wanted to Kill him

Hadhrat Anas %J&#% narrates that there was a companion of Rasulullaah ¢85 -

(1) Ibn Khuzaymabh, as quoted in Targheeb wat Tarheeb (Vol.1 Pg.437).

(2) Ibn Sa'd (Vol.7 Pg.21).

(3) Tbn Abi Aasim, Ibn Jareer, Tabraani in his Awsat and Ibn Shaaheen in his Sunnah, as quoted in
Muntakhab Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.5 Pg.43).
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called Hadhrat Abu Mu'liq iS5, He was a trader who traded both his own
goods as well as those of others. He was a person who was always engaged in
Ibaadah and was extremely abstinent. He was out on business one day when an
armed robber confronted him. "Put down your goods," the robber demanded,
"because 1 am going to kill you." "You may have all the goods," Hadhrat Abu
Mu'liq ¥JE@% told him. "It is only your life that I want," the robber barked. "Then
permit me to perform salaah," Hadhrat Abu Mu'liq &4 requested. The robber
laughed, "You may perform as much salaah as you piease."

Hadhrat Abu Mu'liq ¥&@% made wudhu and started performing salaah. he made
this duaa:
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"O The Most Loving! O Master of the Glorious Throne! O the One Who

does as He pleases! By Your Honour that none can hope to have, by

Your kingdom that none can harm and by Your light that filis the

foundations of Your throne do I implore You to protect me from the

evil of this robber. O Helper, do help me."
When he had made this du'aa thrice, a rider suddenly appeared with a spear held
high above his head. The rider thrust the spear at the robber and Killed him. He
then went up to the trader and asked, "Who are you?" Hadhrat Abu Mu'liq %5\
replied, "I am the one whom Allaah has rescued through you." The rider then
explained, "I am an angel of the fourth heaven. When you first made the du'aa, I
heard the doors of the heavens rattle. When you made the du'aa the second time,
I heard the inhabitants of the heavens cry out. When you again made the du'aa
for the third time and it was announced that this was the du'aa of a person in
distress, I sought permission from Allaah to grant me the ability of killing the
robber. You ought to know that good news that whoever makes wudhu,
performs four Rakaahs salaah and then makes that du'aa, his du'aa will be
answered whether he is in distress or not." (1)
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(1) Ibn Abi Dunya in his Mujaabad Da'wah, as quoted in /saabah (Vol.4 Pg.182).
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Chapter Thirteen

The Chapter Concerning Knowledge
and The Fervour the Sahabah #&E)&i@s2
had for Knowledge

This chapter highlights the tremendous fervour that Nabi 438 and the Sahabah
#8%@w% had for divine knowledge and how they encouraged it. It further
discusses how they taught and learnt knowledge pertaining to Imaan and good
deeds and also how they preoccupied themselves with it whether they were on
journey or at home, undergoing hardship or enjoying prosperity. Also
highlighted is how they dedicated themselves to teaching guests who arrived in
Madinah Munawwarah (may millions of salutations and greetings go to the
master of the place). Furthermore, the chapter illustrates how they blended the
dissemination of divine knowledge with Jihaad and earning a living. In addition
to this, it describes how they dispatched’individuals to cities to disseminate
divine knowledge and how they also gave importance to inculcating within
k themselves qualities that promote the absorption of this knowledge.

The Encouragement Rasulullaah £83%
Gave towards Knowledge

Rasulullaah f&:k" Welcomes Hadhrat Safwaan bin
Assaal &5 who had come to Seek Knowledge

Hadhrat Safwaan bin Assaal Muraadi 58 , "I once came to Rasulullaah
#28E in the Masjid as he was reclining on hlS red shawl. 'O Rasulullaah 285 1
said, 'l have come to seek knowledge.' Rasulullaah %88 exclaimed, 'Welcome to
the seeker of knowledge! Verily out of the love for what the person seeking
knowledge is out to seek, the angels encircle him with their wings -and then
mount each other until they reach the sky above the earth."(!)

Rasulullaah £5245's Words to Hadhrat Qabeesah

EJ5W2 when he Came to Seek knowledge
Hadhrat Qabeesah bin Mukhaariq %&I&@% says, "When 1 once went to Rasulullaah
#3E he asked me what brought me there. I replied, 'I have grown old and my
(1) Ahmad, Tabraani, 1bn Hibbaan and Haakim, as quoted in Targheeb wat Tarheeb (Vol.1 Pg.59).
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bones have weakened. | have come to you to teach me something by which

Allaah will grant me great benefit.' Rasulullaah #3%% said, 'Every stone, tree and
mound of sand that you passed (on your way here) prayed for your forgiveness. O
Qabeesah! You will be saved from blindness, leprosy and paralysis if after
performing your Fajr salaah, you thrice recite the du'aa ' ' 3 i it S2)
(g.).’.é,:o Qabeesah! You should also recite the du'aa:
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'O Allaah! 1 implore You for that which is with You. Pour Your grace
upon me, shower Your mercy upon me and send down Your blessings
to me."(!)

Rasulullaah §&£ Tells Two of the Sahabah #&JGi
that Seeking Knowledge Atones for Sins

Hadhrat Sakhbarah ¥)5i% narrates that two men were passing by when
Rasulullaah %388 was busy giving a talk. Rasulullaah %885 said to them, "Sit
down because you two are upon great goodness." When Rasulullaah %88 (had
completed and) got up, the Sahabah #8&#ss dispersed. The two men then also
got up and asked, "O Rasulullaah #885' You had mentioned that the two of us
were upon great goodness. Is this for us exclusively or for the general public as
well?" Rasulullaah #328 replied, "Whenever a servant of Allaah seeks
knowledge, it atones for all his past sins." @

The Superiority of an Aalim over an Ordinary
Worshipper in the Words of Rasulullaah #2845

Hadhrat Abu Umaamah Baahili #)8@% says that someone once spoke to
Rasulullaah %&# about two men, one being an Aalim and the other an ordinary
worshipper. Rasulullaah &88% remarked, "The superiority of an Aalim over an
ordinary worshipper is like my superiority over the lowest amongst you."
Rasulullaah 433 then proceeded to say, "Verily Allaah showers His mercy on the
person who teaches people to do good. In addition to this, the angels, the
inhabitants of the heavens and even the ants in their anthills and the fish in the
oceans pray for his forgiveness." )

Another narration does not mention the incident of the two men but continues to
state that Rasulullaah #%£ said, "The superiority of an Aalim over an ordinary
worshipper is like my superiority over the lowest amongst you." Thereafter,
Rasulullaah 3% recited the verse:
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(1) Ahmad, as quoted in Jam'ul Fawaa'id (Vol.1 Pg.21). Mundhiri and Haythami have commented on
the chain of narrators.

(2) Tirmidhi and Tabraani, as quoted in Targheeb wat Tarheeb (Vol.1 Pg.60).

(3) Tirmidhi,
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From Allaah's bondsmen, it is only the Ulema who truly fear Him.
{Surah Faatir, verse 28}
The rest of this narration ends off just like the one quoted above. (1)
Hadhrat Hasan narrates that Rasulullaah #3%% was once questioned about two
men who were from amongst the Bani Israa'eel. While one was an Aalim who performed
only the compulsory salaahs and then sat to teach the people good, the other
fasted throughout the day and performed salaah all night. The Sahabah #&}&%
wanted to know which of the two were better. Rasulullaah $£8's reply was: "The
superiority of the Aalim who performed only the compulsory salaahs and then sat
to teach the people good over the one who fasted throughout the day and
performed salaah all night is like my superiority over the lowest amongst you."(z)

The Encouragement Rasulullaah #3% gave for

Seeking Knowledge
Hadhrat Ugba bin Aamir $ii5 says that they were on the Suffa platform when
Rasulullaah #%8 came out of his room and said, "Which of you would like to
every day to go to the marketplaces of Buthaan or Ageeq and return with two
excellent camels with large humps without committing any sin or severing any
family ties?" "O Rasulullaah #33" the Sahabah #&&®5% said, "Each one of us would
love to do that." Rasulullaah 8388 then said, "If you go to the Masjid and teach
or learn two verses of the Qur'aan, it will be better for you than the two
camels. Similarly, three verses are better than three camels, four verses better

than four camels and any number of verses better than an equal number of camels."©)

Rasulullaah $&%£'s Words to a Working Man who
Complained of his Brother who was Busy
Acquiring Knowledge :
Hadhrat Anas )&% reports that during the time of Rasulullaah #2% there were
two brothers, one of whom worked while the other was always with Rasulullaah
#3885 to learn from him #38. When the working brother complained about his
brother to Rasulullaah #3885 (that he did not work), Rasulullaah %88 said to him,
"It is perhaps because of him that you are granted sustenance.” “)

sy

The Encouragement the Sahabah #&&EWs
Gave towards Seeking Knowledge

Hadhrat Ali £)5@%% Encourages Acquiring
Knowledge and the Narration of Hadhrat
Kumayl from him

2

Hadhrat Abu Tufayl narrates that Hadhrat Ali 5@ used to say, "Indeed the

(1) Daarmi.

(2) Daarmi, as quoted in Mishkaatul Masaabeeh (Pg.26,28).

(3) Muslim, as quoted in Mishkaatul Masaabeeh (Pg.175). Abu Nu'aym has reported a similar
narration in his Hilya (Vol.1 Pg.341).

(4) Tirmidhi, as quoted in Jam'ul Fawaa'id (Vol.1 Pg.20). Ibn Abdul Birr has reported a similar
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people closest to the Ambiyaa are those who practise most on what they
brought." He would then recite-the verse:

SN PR FINPY. (K BT O [ s B AR R I 1)
Verily those closest to Ibraheem SLE are the ones who followed him
and this Nabi and those who have Imaan... {Surah Aal Imraan, verse 68}

He would then explain, "The verse (the words 'this Nabi and those who have
Imaan ') refers to Muhammad %&£ and those who follow him. You people
should therefore never change because those close to Muhammad %28 are
those who obey Allaah. On the other hand, the enemies of Muhammad #88 are
those n/)ho disobey Allaah even though they may be close relatives of Muhammad
Hadhrat Kumayl bin Ziyaad narrates, "Hadhrat Ali bin Abi Taalib %% once
caught hold of my hand and took me into the desert. When we were in the
desert, he sat down, sighed and said, 'O Kumayl bin Ziyaad! Hearts are like
containers and the best of hearts are those that take heed the most. Remember
well what I have to say to you. People fall into three categories. There is the
Aalim who is attached to Allaah, the learner who is on the path of salvation and a
mean uncultured type of person who follows every noise-maker, who sways with
the wind, who has gleaned nothing from the light from divine knowledge and
who has not even taken support from a strong pillar. Knowledge is better than
wealth because while knowledge guards you, you have to guard wealth and while
knowledge increases with spending (by practising on it and tedching it), wealth
decreases with spending. Love for knowledge is a loan that will be repaid (by
Allaah). Knowledge earns authority for the Aalim in this life and fond memories
after his death while the achievements of wealth disappear once the wealth is no
more. Even though they are alive, the treasurers of wealth are really dead while
the Ulema live on throughout the annals of time. While the Ulema (after death)
may not be visible to the eye, their honour and love still lives on in the hearts (of
people).”

"Ah" Hadhrat Ali 5% sighed. Pointing to his chest, he said, "Verily in here is
such knowledge that I wish | could find a bearer for it. However, all I can find are
quick-witted people who cannot be trusted. They use the instruments of Deen for
worldly purposes by employing Qur'aanic arguments against the Qur'aan and the
bounties of Allaah.against His servants. The only other type of person I find is
one who follows people of the truth but has no insight into inspiring it. He
therefore falls into doubt with the first doubt that presents itself, because of
which he does not know where he stands. The other type of person I find is one
immersed in carnal pleasures, who is a devout follower of passions. The other
type 1 find is the one who is infatuated with wealth and amassing wealth. In fact,
the last two types are not even callers to the Deen(® and the most fitting

narration in his Jaami Bayaanil Ilm (Vol.1 Pg.59), as has Haakim in his Mustadrak (Vol 1 Pg.94),
. reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Dhahabi.
(1) Lalkala'ee, as quoted in kanzu/ Ummaal (Vol.1 Pg.96).
(2) While the first two are callers to Deen, their other iniquities make them ineffective.
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description of them is to liken them to grazing animals. So knowledge dies with
the death of people capable of bearing it. At the same time, the earth is never
empty of people who stand up for Allaah using His contentions so that everything
that Allaah has proved and made clear to people should never be lost to
mankind. Such people are however exceptionally few in number but most valued
by Allaah. It is by them. that Allaah rebuts criticism against His arguments until
they pass on and cultivate (their knowledge and expertise to) others like them.
Their profound knowledge swiftly guides to them perceive the reality of all
matters, making it easy for them to understand intricacies that are beyond those
who live in affluence and luxury. They are comfortable with matters that perplex
and frighten ignorant people. While their bocies are in contact with the world,
their souls are attached to a greater srene (the Aakhirah). Such people are
Allaah's deputies in the lands and the true callers to his Deen. Aht Ah! How 1 long
to meet them! I seek Allaah's forgiveness for me and for you. You may now leave
if you please." (1)

The Encouragement Hadhrat Mu'aadh bin Jabal
E)S@s gave Towards Knowledge
Hadhrat Mu'aadh bin Jabal 8@ said, "Acquire (divine) knowledge because
learning it is fear of Allaah, going out in search of it is Ibaadah, rehearsing it is
Tasbeeh, discussing it is Jihaad, teaching it to those who do not know is
Sadagah and spending it on those worthy of receiving it promotes nearness to
Allaah. This is so because knowledge highlights what is Halaal and what is
Haraam, it is a beacon for people on the road to Jannah, it is a companion in
loneliness, a friend in the wilderness, a partner to talk to in solitude and a guide
in prosperity and in adversity. Knowledge is also a weapon against the enemy
and makes one shine out when amongst friends. Allaah elevates nations by virtue
of this knowledge, making them leaders in virtue so that people follow in their
footsteps, emulate their actions and always adopt their opinions. In addition to
this, the angels are eager to be with them and rub their wings against them.
Everything on land and water seek forgiveness for them, even the fish and other
creatures in the oceans and the wild and tame animals on land. This is all
because (divine) knowledge brings life to hearts (that have died after suffering)
from ignorance, it is a lantern of the eyes against darkness and by virtue of this
knowledge, a person reaches the ranks of the chosen ones (of Allaah) and
elevated stages in this world as well as in the Aakhirah. Thinking deeply about
such knowledge equals fasting while learning and teaching it equals standing in
salaah. It is because of this knowledge that family ties are maintained and the
lawful is distinguished from the unlawful. This knowledge is the leader of deeds
and all deeds follow from it. It'is only the fortunate who are inspired with it,

(1) Abu Nu'aym in his Hilya (Vol.1 Pg.79). Ibn Ambaari has reported a similar narration in his
Masaahif, as have Murhabi in his Ilm, Nasr in his Hujjah and Ibn Asaakir, as quoted in Kanzu/
Ummaal (Vol.5 Pg.231). Ibn Abdul Birr has also reported part of the narration in his Jaami Bayaanil
lim (Vol.2 Pg.112) where he slates that the narration is so renowned amongst scholars that the
chain of narrators need not be quoted.
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while those deprived of it are most unfortunate.” (1

The Encouragement Hadhrat Abdullaah bin
Mas'ood &5 gave Towards Knowledge
Hadhrat Haaroon bin Rabaab narrates that Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood
@Eis said, "Start your mornings as either an Aalim or one busy acquiring the
knowledge of Deen but do not be something other than these two because
anyone other than these is an ignorant person. Verily, out of their happiness for
what he is doing, the angels spread out their wings for a person who ventures

out in the morning to seek knowledge." 2) v

Hadhrat Zaid reports that Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood &J&#% once said,
"Start your mornings as either an Aalim or one busy acquiring the knowledge of
Deen but do not be one who knows nothing and follows blindly." 3)

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood )&% once addressed the people saying, "O
people! Ensure that you acquire the knowledge of Deen before it is taken away
from this world. The manner by which it will be taken away is the departure of its
bearers. Ensure that you acquire the knowledge of Deen because none of you
knows just when you will need it. Ensure that you acquire the knowledge of
Deen but beware of hair-splitting and excessiveness. You should also ensure
that you follow traditions (that which the Sahabah #&i% did) because there
will soon appear people who will recite the Qur'aan but then cast it behind
their backs. () .

Hadhrat Abul Ahwas narrates that Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood )&% said,
"No person is born an Aalim. Knowledge is gained only through studies.” )
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood &J&@% also said, "Start your mornings as either
an Aalim or one busy acquiring the knowledge of Deen but do not be something
other than these two. If you are unable to do this, then at least have love for
the Ulema and never despise them." ()

The Encouragement Hadhrat Abu Dardaa &)G0%

gave Towards Knowledge
Hadhrat Hasan narrates that Hadhrat Abu Dardaa &6#% once said, "Either be an
Aalim, a student acquiring the knowledge of Deen, one who loves such people or
one who follows them. However, never be the fifth person otherwise you will be
destroyed." Hadhrat Humayd says that when he asked Hadhrat Hasan who the
fifth person was, he replied, "He is the one who innovates acts of Bid'ah." (7)

(1) Abu Nu'aym in his Hilya (Vol.1 Pg.239). Ibn Abdul Birr has also reported the narration in his Jaami
Bayaanil Itm (Vol.1 Pg.55) and it is also quoted in Targheeb wat Tarheeb (Vol.1 Pg.58).

{2) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami Bayaanil llm (Vol.1 Pg.29).

{3) 1bn Abdul Birr has also reported the narration in his Jaami Bayaanil lim (Vol.1 Pg.29).

{4) Tabraani. Haythami (Vol.1 Pg.126) has commented on the chain of narrators. Abdur Razzaaq has
reported part of the narration, as quoted in the Jaami if Ibn Abdul Birr (Vol.1 Pg.78).

{5) Ibn Abdul Birr has also reported the narration in his Jaami Bayaanil Ilm (Vol.1 Pg.100)

{6) Tabraani. Haythami (vVol.1 Pg.122) has commented on the chain of narrators.

(7) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami Bayaanil lim (Vol.1 Pg.28).
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Hadhrat Dahhaak narrates that Hadhrat Abu Dardaa ¥3&i% once addressed the
people saying, "O people of Damascus! You people are our brothers in Deen, our
neighbours in nationality and our allies against the enemy. However, what
prevents you from being friendly with me when it is others (and not you) who are
paying my expenses. Why is it that | see your learned ones leaving while the
ignorant ones fail to learn? Why do 1 see you people hankering after that
(sustenance) which is being taken care of on your behalf while you neglect that
which you have been commanded to do? Remember that there were people who
constructed sturdy buildings, who amassed an abundance of wealth and who
entertained distant hopes. However, their buildings became their graves, their
hopes proved to be deceptive and all they amassed was destroyed. Remember
that you must learn and teach others because the reward of the student and
the teacher is alike and had it not been for these two, there would be no good
in the rest of people.” (!

Hadhrat Hassaan reports that Hadhrat Abu Dardaa &i\&{i% addressed the people
of Damascus saying, "Are you people content to just filling yourselves with bread
made of wheat flour year in and year out without speaking of Allaah in your
gatherings? Why is it that your Ulema are leaving and your ignorant ones are not
learning? If your Ulema had the desire, their numbers could increase and if your
ignorant ones look for knowledge, they will certainly find it. Do what will benefit
you rather than that which will harm you. I swear by the Being Who controls my
life that every nation that was destroyed, was destrdyed only because they
followed the dictates of their passions and regarded themselves as spiritually
pure." @)

Hadhrat Qurra narrates that Hadhrat Abu Dardaa %)\8i#% once said, "Acquire
knowledge before it is taken away because its disappearance will be effected by
the demise of the Ulema. There are only two categories of men; the Aalim and the
student. There is no good in those who do not fall into these categories." ()
Hadhrat Abdur Rahmaan bin Mas'ood Faraazi reports that Hadhrat Abu Dardaa
@S5 once said, "Whenever anyone proceeds to the Masjid to learn or to
teach anything virtuous, he receives the reward of a Mujaahid who returns
with booty." )

Hadhrat Ibn Abu Hudhayl narrates that Hadhrat Abu Dardaa Si&@% said, "A
person is lacking in intelligence and good judgement if he thinks that spending
mornings and evenings in (learning and imparting) knowledge is not Jihaad." ¢!
Hadhrat Rajaa bin Hayaat reports that Hadhrat Abu Dardaa &% said,
"Knowledge is derived from studies." )

(1) Abu Nu'aym in his Hilya (Vol.1 Pg.213),

(2) Abu Nu'aym in his Hilya (Vol.1 Pg.222).

(3) Abu Nu'aym in his Hilya (Vol.1 Pg.222).

(4) Ibn Abdul Birr In his Jaami Bayaanil {Im (Vol.1 Pg.32).
(5) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami Bayaanil Ilm (Vol.1 Pg.31).
(6) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami Bayaanil llm (Vol.1 Pg.100).
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The Encouragement Hadhrat Abu Dharr &J&Eds5
and Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah &E% gave

Towards Knowledge

Hadhrat Abu Dharr &&@% and Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah &&@s both said,
"Learning even a single chapter of knowledge is more beloved to me than a
thousand Rakaahs of Nafl salaah." They also narrate that Rasulullaah #28 said,
"If death comes to someone studying the knowledge of Deen when he is still
studying, he dies as a martyr." ()

Another narration states that they stated, "Learning even a single chapter of
knowledge is more beloved to me than a thousand Rakaahs of Nafl salaah,
regardless of whether the knowledge is practised upon or not." {2

The Encouragement Hadhrat Abdullaah bin

Abbaas ¥)Ei2 gave Towards Knowledge
Hadhrat Ali Azdi reports that when he once asked Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas
)% about Jihaad, the Sahabi ¥15@s5 replied by saying, "Should I not tell you
about something that is better than Jihaad? It is that you go to the Masjid and
teach the Qur'aan, Figh or the Sunnah." @)

Hadhrat Ali Azdi reports that he once asked Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas
%&i5 about Jihaad. Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas %% replied by saying,
"Should I not tell you about something that is better than Jihaad? It is that you
build a Masjid and then teach the Qur'aan, the Sunnah of Rasulullaah &E%E
and Deeni Figh." ()

Another narration states that Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas @& said,
"Everything seeks forgiveness for the one who teaches people what is good, even
the fish in the oceans." (®)

The Encouragement Hadhrat Safwaan bin Assaal

5% gave Towards Knowledge

Hadhrat Zirr bin Hubaysh reports that when he went to Hadhrat Safwaan bin
Assaal &S5 one morning, Hadhrat Safwaan &% asked, "What brings you
here this morning, O Zirr?" "I have come in search of knowledge," Hadhrat Zirr
replied. Hadhrat Safwaan )&% remarked, "Begin your mornings as either an
Aalim or a student of Deen, but never as anyone’¢élse.” ()

Another narration states that Hadhrat Safwaan bin Assaal &% said, "Whoever
leaves home in search of knowledge should know that the angels spread out
their wings for the student and the Aalim of Deen." (/)

(1) Bazzaar and Tabraani, as quoted in Targheeb wat Tarheeb (Vol.1 Pg.61).

(2) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami Bayaanil Ilm (Vol.1 Pg.25).

(3) Ibn Zanjway, as quoted in Kanzu/ \Ummaal (Vol.5 Pg.230).

{4) 1bn Abdul Birr in his Jaami Bayaanil Ilm (Vol.1 Pg.62).

(5) 1bn Abdul Birr in his Jaami Bayaanil llm (Vol.1 Pg.124).

(6) Tabraani in his Awsat. Haythami (Vol.1 Pg.122) has commented on the chain of narrators.
(7) Tabraani in his kabeer. Haythami (Vol.1 Pg.123) has commented on the chain of narrators.
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The Fervour that the Sahabah #&5&5is
had for Knowledge

The Statement Hadhrat Mu'aadh &J&Ws Made on

his deathbed about his Fervour for Knowledge

When he was on his deathbed, Hadhrat Mu'aadh bin Jabal &S asked the
people to see whether dawn had broken. When they reported that it had not yet
come, he again sent them to see. After this happened several times, they
eventually reported to him that dawn had broken. To this, he said, "I seek
Allaah's protection from the night followed by a morning that takes one to
Jahannam. 1 welcome death with open arms. It is that long absent visitor and a
friend in need. O Allaah! While I had always been afraid of You, today ! long to
meet You. O Allaah! You know well that 1 never loved this world or to live long
here to dig canals or to plant trees. I loved it only for the thirst in the extreme
afternoon heat (when fasting), for enduring times of hardship and to sit on my
knees when associating with the Ulema in gatherings of knowledge." ()

The Fervour that Hadhrat Abu Dardaa &)5is

had for Knowledge

Hadhrat Abu Dardaa &)\&4%% once said, "Had it not been for three things, 1 would
have loved to be no-longer in this world. When asked what the three things were,
Hadhrat Abu Dardaa @&J&@% said, " (The first is)Placing my head on the ground
before my Creator in Sajdah during the hours of day and night so that it is sent
ahead (as rewards) for my (true) life (in the Aakhirahy~(The second is) Enduring
thirst during hot afternoons (while fasting) and (the third is) sitting with
people who choose their speech as carefully as you choose your fruit." The
narration continues further.

The Fervour that Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas
&)%5Ws had for Acquiring Knowledge
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas &J&@s% says, "When Rasulullaah 8388 passed
away, 1 said to an Ansaari friend of mine, 'The Sahabah &% are plenty in
number. Come. Let us learn from them.' I am astonished at you, O Ibn Abbaas!
he said, Do you think that people will need you (to learn from) when so many of
Rasulullaah #38£'s senior Sahabah #8&@% are amongst them?' [ left that as it
were and proceeded to learn from the companions of Rasulullaah ##8%. When 1
heard that a Hadith was narrated by someone, 1 would go to his door and if he
was having his siesta, | would roll up my shawl there and use it as a pillow. (As a
I waited there) The wind would blow sand on me and when the man came out,
he would ask, 'What brings you here, O cousin of Rasulullaah #33£? Why did you

not send for me and | would have come to you?' I would then say to him, 'No. It

(1) Abu Nu'aym in his Hilya (Vol.1 Pg.239). Ibn Abdul Birr has also reported the narration in his Jaami
Bayaanil Ilm (Vol.1 Pg.51).
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is 1 who should be coming to you.' I would then ask him about the Hadith. My
Ansaari friend happened to live to the time when he saw people gathering around
me to learn and would say, 'He has been a much smarter youngster than .
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas ¥)&i% says, "When the various cities were being
conquered (by the Muslims) and people started focussing their attention towards
the things of this world, I started focussing my attention on Hadhrat Umar
E)&." 1t is because of this that most of the Ahadeeth narrated by Hadhrat
Abdullaah bin Abbaas G55 are from Hadhrat Umar )55, (%)

Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah &J&G@2's Fervour for knowledge
Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah 4)@@% narrates, "Rasulullaah $8% once said to me. 'Are
you not going to ask me for a share of the booty as your companions are asking
me?' 1 replied, 'All I ask of you is to teach me that which Allaah has taught you.' I
then spread out the striped shawl I was wearing between us. In fact, I can even
picture seeing the lice crawling on it. Rasulullaah 888 then narrated Ahadeeth to
me and when I had heard everything, he told me to pick up the shawl and wear it
{which I did). Thereafter, I have never forgotten even a single letter of what
Rasulullaah #3% had narrated to me." )

Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah ¥&@% once said, "People say that Abu Hurayrah narrates
plenty of Ahadeeth! It is with-Allaah that we have an appointment (and He will
judge). People ask why the Muhaajireen and Ansaar do not narrate as many
Ahadeeth as Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah &)&@%! While trade in the marketplaces
occupied my Muhaajireen brothers and commitments to their properties
occupied my Ansaar brothers, 1 was a poor man who stuck close to Rasulullaah
$3%8£ so that my belly could be filled. I would therefore be present (with
Rasulullaah #&§) when they were not. I also remembered much when they had
forgotten. Rasulullaah #8285 one day said, 'If any of you spreads out a cloth
until I finish speaking and then holds it close to his chest, he will never forget
anything that I say.' I therefore spread out my striped shawl because I had
nothing else (to spread out). After Rasulullaah &% had finished speaking, I put
it to my chest. 1 swear by the Being Who sent Rasulullaah 88 with the truth that
from that day to this, I have never forgotten anything Rasulullaah %388 said. By
Allaah! Had it not been for two verses of the Qur'aan, I would never have narrated
anything to you people. (The verses are):
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(1) Haakim in his Mustadrak (Vol.1 Pg.106), reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Dhahabi.
Daarmi and Haarith in his Masaaneed have reported a similar narration, as quoted in /saabah
(Vol.2 Pg.331). Tabraani has also reported the narration from reliable sources as confirmed by
Haythami (Vol.9 Pg.277). A similar narration has also been reported by Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami
(Vol.1 Pg.85) and by Ibn Sa'd (Vol.4 Pg.182).
(2) Bazzaar, reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami (Vol.1 Pg.161).
(3) Abu Nu'aym in his Hilya (Vol.1 Pg.381).
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Certainly those who hide (from peopie) the clear things and guidance
which We have revealed after We had explained it to them in the Book
for the people; such people (those who hide these things) are cursed by
Allaah and by all those who (are commanded to) curse (such as the
angels, humans, Jinn, animals). (This applies to all such people} Except
those who repent, correct (the wrong they did) and clarify (what they
hid). These are the ones whom 1 will forgive, for verily 1 am The
Greatest Acceptor of repentance, The Most Merciful. {Surah Baqarah,
verses 159,160}(1) :

Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah &% once said, "People complain that Abu Hurayrah
narrates too many Ahadeeth. I was a person who stuck with Rasulullaah 88 to
have my belly filled because it was a time when I was unable to eat leavened
bread, wear silk or have slaves in attendance. Because of extreme hunger, I
would press my stomach against stones (so that the coolness of the stones
would alleviate the burn of the hunger).I would ask a person to recite a verse of
the Qur'aan for me although I knew it only so that (as we engaged in discussion)
he may (offer to) take me home for meals. The person who treated the poor best
was Ja'far bin Abi Taalib %}5@%. He would take us home and feed us everything
he had in his house. In fact, he would even take out for us a (honey or butter)
container that was empty, wipe out whatever remained (stuck to the sides and
bottom) and then give this to us to suck." ) '

The True Meaning of Knowledge and
what the Word Knowledge Refers to when
Used in a General Context

Narrations from Rasulullaah &% Concerning the

True Meaning of Knowledge

Hadhrat Abu Moosa Ash'ari $J&@% narrates that Rasulullaah 88 said, "The
example of the guidance and knowledge that Allaah has sent me with is like a
drenching rain that falls on a particular piece of ground. While a part of the
ground is fertile and absorbs the water to grow grass and an abundance of
vegetation, another portion of the ground is hard and holds the water. However,
Allaah still allows it to benefit people because they drink from it, give their
animals to drink from it and also irrigate their fields with it. The rain also falls on
another portion of the ground that consists of a rocky terrain which neither
holds the water nor grows any grass. Such is the example of a person who has a
deep understanding of the Deen of Allaah. That which Allaah has sent me with
benefits him, because of which he becomes knowledgeable and teaches others as
well. It is also the example of the person who pays no heed to it and refuses to
accept it." @)

(1) Bukhaari (Vol.1 Pg.316).
(2) Bukhaari, as quoted in Targheeb wat Tarheeb (Vol.5 Pg.175).
(3) Bukhaari and Muslim, as quoted in Mishkaatul Masaabeeh (Pg.20).
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Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood %J&@# narrates that Rasulullaah 2% said,
"Every Nabi Sk that Allaah has sent before had close friends and companions
who adopted his ways and obeyed his instructions. However, there came after
them generations who did not practise what they preached and who did what
they were not instructed to do. Whoever resists them physically is a Mu'min,
whoever resists them verbally is also a Mu'min and whoever resists them by heart
(by disapproving of what they do) is also a Mu'min. After these-(three categories
of people) there remains none with even a mustard seed of Imaan.” (!

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Amr %)&@% reports that Rasulullaah 88 said,
"Knowledge is of three types; explicit verses of the Qur'aan, concrete Ahadeeth
(with authenticity that is beyond doubt) and injunctions of the same standing
(Ijmaa(z) and Qiyaas®™ that is beyond doubt). Everything apart from this is extra
(it is not compulsory to learn)." “

Hadhrat Amr bin Auf @5 reports that Rasulullaah §88¢ said, "I have left with
you two factors that you will never go astray as long as you hold fast to them.
They are the Book of Allaah and the Sunnah of your Nabi ¢3."©)

Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah &1@% reports that Rasulullaah #88% once entered the
Masjid where he found the people gathered around a man. "What is happening?"
Rasulullaah %58 asked. "O Rasulullaah 881" the Sahabah #&@% replied, "He
is an Allaamah.” "What is an Allaamah?" Rasulullaah ##% enquired. The Sahabah
#E&)S5s5 said, "Someone who knows Arabic better than anyone else and also has
the most knowledge of poetry and the differences between the Arabs.”
Rasulullaah &2%% remarked, "That is knowledge that does not benefit a person
and no harm will be done to remain ignorant of it." (6)

The Statements of Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar
“IGWss and Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas 43653

Concerning the real meaning of Knowledge
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar &@% once said, "Knowledge is in three things;
the talking book (the Qur'aan), the perpetual Sunnah and to say 'I do not
know' (when one does not know something)." (7)

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas &% said, "Knowledge is really in the Book of
Allaah and the Sunnah of Rasulullaah ##8%. Based on personal opinion, if anyone
says anything other than this, I cannot say whether he will find it included
amongst his good deeds or amongst his sins." @)

Hadhrat Mujaahid says, "Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas

SLIMTE IR Zet
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(1) Muslim, as quoted in Mishkaatul Masaabeeh (Pg.21).

(2) Consensus of authorities in Islaamic jurisprudence.

(3) The sound Sharee analytical deduction of accepted Muslim jurists.

(4) Abu Dawood and Ibn Maajah, as quoted in Mishkaatul Masaabeeh (Pg.27). Ibn Abdul Birr has
reported a similar narration in his Jaami (Vol.2 Pg.23).

(5) 1bn Abdul Birr in his Jaami Bayaanil llm (Vol.2 Pg.23).

(6) bn Abdul Birr in his Jaam Bayaanil IIm i (Vol.2 Pg.23)

(7) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaam Bayaanil Ilm i (Vol.2 Pg.24).

(8) Tbn Abdul Birr in his Jaami Bayaanil Ilm (Vol.2 Pg.26).
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performing salaah while Ataa, Tawoos and lkramah and I, all his students, were
sitting together. A man arrived and asked, 'Is there a Mufti amongst you?' 'Ask
your question,' I said. He said, 'Every time 1 urinate, a spurting liquid follows the
urine out.' 'Is it the type of liquid from which a child is born?' we asked. When he
replied in the affirmative, we ruled that he should take a bath (each time it
happened). The man then turned away saying, 'Innaa Lillaahi wa Innaa Ilayhi
Raaji'oon'. Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas %&3&is

% hastened with his salaah and as
soon as he made the Salaam, he said, 'Tkramah! Go bring that man back.' When
lkramah brought him back, Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas &% turned to us
saying, ‘Tell me whether the verdict you gave this man was sourced from the
Book of Allaah?' 'No,' we admitted. 'Then was it sourced from the Sunnah of
Rasulullaah #388£?' he asked further. When we again conceded that it was not, he
asked, ‘Then was it from the Sahabah #3455 of Rasulullaah $E#£?' Again we said
no. Then from who did you learn it?" he asked. 'We derived it from our own
judgement,' we replied. To this, he remarked, 'It is for this reason that
Rasulullaah &8 said, 'A single jurist is more difficult for Shaytaan to contend
with than a thousand (ignorant) worshippers.' He then turned to the man and
asked, 'Tell me. Do you feel any lust in your heart when this happens to you?' 'No,
I do not,' the man replied. Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas @15 asked further,
'Then do you feel any weakness in your body (after it emerges)?’ When the man
again replied negatively, Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas )&% said, 'This
happens because of coldness (in the body), so wudhu would suffice for you (there
is no need to bath)."(!

Reprimanding those who Occupy Themselves
with Learning Things that are Contrary to

1Y

that Which Rasulullaah #8282 Taught
Rasulullaah 5L Reprimands People who did this

Hadhrat Amr bin Yahya bin Ja'dah &J&@% narrates that when someone brought
to Rasulullaah #38£ a scripture written on the shoulder blade of an animal,
Rasulullaah %83 remarked, "It is enough for a person to have himself classified
as a fool or a person gone astray just to turn his attention away from what his
Nabi $E has brought and to focus it on what another Nabi #3t& had brought,
or to turn his attention to a scripture other than his own." It was then that Allaah
HEE revealed the verse:
(o\g.j:g:)risﬁ 5))—») @b;-e;l; “;L;:‘: a&'sj‘ u;L;lE Lj;itﬁ :g.e.fi; ;33‘?

Is it not sufficient for them that we have revealed a Book (the Quraan)

245, which is recited to them? {Surah Ankaboot,

verse 51 }(2)

(1) Ibn Asaakir, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.5 Pg.118).
(2) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami Bayaanil Ilm (Vol.2 Pg.40).
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Hadhrat Umar &5 Rebukes a man who Wrote
the Scripture of Hadhrat Daaniyaal $3l.¢ and His

(e

Incident with Rasulullaah 83885

Hadhrat Khaalid bin Urfuta narrates that he was with Hadhrat Umar )&% when
a man from the Abdul Qais tribe was brought. The man lived in a place -called
Soos (where Hadhrat Daaniyaal $#3¢ is believed to be buried). When Hadhrat
Umar &% asked him whether he was a particular person from the Abd tribe,
the man replied that he was. Hadhrat Umar &% then struck him with a staff
that he had with him. "O Ameerul Mu'mineen!" the man cried, "What have I
done?" Hadhrat Umar 4E4% told him to sit down and when he did, Hadhrat

Umar 643 recited the following:
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In the name of Allaah, the Most Compassionate, the Most Merciful. Alif
Laam Raa. These are the verses of the clear Book (the Qur'aan).
Undoubtedly We have revealed it (the Quraan) as an Arabic Qur'aan so
that you may understand. We narrate to you a most beautiful story in
this Qur'aan that We reveal to you. Before this you were of the unwary.
{Surah Yusuf, verses 1-3} '
Hadhrat Umar ¥3&i#% recited the verses thrice and hit the man thrice. Again the
man asked, "What have I done, O Ameerul Mu'mineen?" Hadhrat Umar %}
said, "You are the person who wrote the scriptures of Daaniyaal #EE." "I am
prepared to do whatever you instruct me," the man said. Hadhrat Umar $&@5%
then said to him, "Go and erase it with (pouring) hot water (over it) and (the
wiping with) white wool. I neither want you to read it or to give it to anyone else
to read. If the news reaches me that you had read it or had given it to someone
else to read, I shall punish you very severely.”
Hadhrat Umar $&&4#%5 then told the man to sit down, and when he sat in front of
Hadhrat Umar ¥&@%, the Ameerul Mu'mineen narrated, "1 once copied a
scripture from the Ahlul Kitaab on a piece of leather. When Rasulullaah #3885
asked me what it was I had in my hand, 1 said, 'O Rasulullaah R 1tis a
scripture that I copied to supplement the knowledge we have.' Rasulullaah %88
then became so angry that his cheeks flamed red. (By the instruction of
Rasulullaah 83£) The announcement 'As Salaatu Jaami'ah' was made (to gather
the people), to which the Ansaar said, 'Take your weapons! Take your weapons!
Your Nabi #88£ has been angered.' The people then amassed around Rasulullaah
#3882's pulpit. Rasulullaah #38 said, 'O people! I have been granted speech that
is comprehensive, conclusive, yet very concise. I have also brought to you a
creed that it exceptionally pure. Therefore, you need never be confused and
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never allow yourselves to be deceived by the confused ones (the Ahlul
Kitaab)."

Hadhrat Umar $@@% continues, "I then stood up and said, 'I am satisfied with
Allaah as'my Rabb, with Islaam as my religion and with you as my Nabi.'
Rasulullaah #28 then descended from the pulpit." (1)

Hadhrat Jaabir 4J6@% narrates that Hadhrat Umar bin Khattaab $)\&@% once
brought to Rasulullaah ¢ a scripture that he got from some people of the
Ahlul Kitaab. "O Rasulullaah 885" he said, "I just got an excellent scripture from
some people of the Ahlul Kitaab." Rasulullaah #88£ became angry and said, "Are
you people in doubt, O son of Khattaab? I swear by the Being Who controls my
lifet What 1 have brought to you is clear and pure. You therefore have no need to
" ask them. (The danger is that) They might tell you some truth that you may reject
or tell you some false that you may believe. I swear by the Being Who controtls
my life that even if Moosa $24E was alive, he would have no option but to follow
me."2)

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Thaabit %% narrates that Hadhrat Umar bin Khattaab
%)5@% once came to Rasulullaah 888 and said, "I was passing by a friend from
‘the (Jewish) Banu Qurayzah tribe, so he wrote down for me some quotations
from the Torah. Should I read them to you." When Rasulullaah &8s face started
reddening (with anger), Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Thaabit )&% said to Hadhrat
Umar &J&@s%, "Can you not see Rasulullaah $8#'s face?" Hadhrat Umar %613
immediately exclaimed, "I am satisfied with Allaah as my Rabb, with Islaam as my
religion and with Muhammad 48 as my Nabi." Rasulullaah 88%'s anger then
subsided and he said, "I swear by the Being Who controls the life of Muhammad!
If Moosa S#3LE had to be amongst you and you leave me to follow him, you
would certainly go astray. You are meant to be my Ummah and I am meant to be
your Nabi."®®

Hadhrat Umar &5 Rebukes a man who told
him That he Found a Scripture with

. wonderful Content
Hadhrat Maymoon bin Mahraan narrates that a man came to Hadhrat Umar
W& saying, "O Ameerul Mu'mineen! When we conquered Madaa'in, [ found a
scripture with wonderful content.” "Is the content consistent with the Book of
Allaah?" Hadhrat Umar &)&@% asked. When the man said that it was not,
"Hadhrat Umar 4J&i%% sent for his whip, lashed the’'man and recited the verse:
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(1) Abu Ya'la. Haythami (Vol.1 Pg.182) has commented on the chain of narrators. Ibnul Mundhir, Ibn
Abi Haatim, Uqayli, Nasr Maqdasi, Sa'eed bin Mansoor and Abdur Razzaaq have reported a similar
narration, as quoted in Kanzu/ Ummaal (Vol.1 Pg.94).

- {2) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami (Vol.2 Pg.42). Ahmad, Abu Ya'la. and Bazzaar have reported a similar
narration but Haythami (Vol.1 Pg.174) has commented cn the chain of narrators.

(3) Ahmad and Tabraani. Haythami (Vol.1 Pg.174) has commented on the chain of narrators.
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In the name of Allaah, the Most Compassionate, the Most Merciful. Alif
"~ Laam Raa. These are the verses of the clear Book (the Quraan).

Undoubtedly We have revealed it (the Quraan) as an Arabic Qur'aan so

that you may understand. We narrate to you a most beautiful story in

this Qur'aan that We reveal to you. Before this you were of the unwary.

{Surah Yusuf, verses 1-3}
He then said, "Those before you (the Jews and Christians) were destroyed only
because they forsook the Torah and Injeel and turned to the books of their
scholars and priests. These two scriptures then eventually disappeared along
with the knowledge they contained." (!

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood &35 and
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas &)%@% Condemn

Questioning The Ahlul Kitaab
Hadhrat Hurayth bin Zuhayr reports that Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood $3&i%
said, "Never question the Ahlul Kitaab about anything because since they are
misguided, they cannot guide you. (The danger is that) They might tell you some
truth that you may reject or tell you some false that you may believe." 2
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood &% also said, "If you have to ask them (the
Ahlul Kitaab), then consider what they say. If it coincides with the teachings of
Allaah's Book, you may accept it, but you must reject it if it does not." (3)
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas ¥@#% once said, "How can you people ask the
Ahlul Kitaab about anything when you have with you the Book that Allaah has
revealed to His Nabi 838, which happens to be the latest scripture from your
Rabb? It is new and has not been interpolated. Has Allaah not informed you in
His Book that they (the Ahlul Kitaab) had altered Allaah's scriptures (the Torah
and Injeel) with their own hands and said that it was from Allaah? This was done
only to earn some meagre worldly profits. Does the knowledge that has come to
you not prevent you from asking them? By Allaah! I have never seen any of them
asking you about what Allaah has revealed!" @
Another narration states that Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas &J&4%% said, "You
ask the Ahlul Kitaab about their scriptures when you have Allaah's Book which is
- the latest of Allaah's scriptures? It is new, has not been interpolated and you are
even able to read it."

(1) Nasr Maqdasi, as quoted in Kanzu!/ Ummaal (Vol.1 Pg.95).

(2) 1bn Abdul Birr in his Jaami (Vol.2 Pg.40). Abdur Razzaaq has reported a similar narration.

(3) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami (Vol.2 Pg.42). Tabraani has reported a similar narration from reliable
sources as confirmed by Haythami (Vol.1 Pg.192).

(4) 1bn Abdul Birr in his Jaami (Vol.2 Pg.42).

(5) Ibn Abi Shaybah, as quoted in the Jaami of Ibn Abdul Birr.
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Being affected by the Knowledge of Allaah
and His Rasool 5255

Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah #J5@% and Hadhrat
Mu'aawiya &)5@% are Affected by a Hadith of
Rasulullaah #5885

Hadhrat Shufay Asbahi narrates, "Upon entering Madinah one day, 1 saw many
people gathered around a particular man. When I asked who the man was, 1 was
informed that he was Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah @, 1 then went close and sat
down in front of him as he narrated Ahadeeth. After he had completed and was
alone, I asked, 'I ask you in the name of the rights (1 have upon you in that I am a
Muslim, a traveller and a student) to narrate to me a Hadith that you heard from
Rasulullaah 282 and that you understood well.' He said, 'By all means. 1 shall
narrate to you a Hadith that Rasulullaah #38% narrated to me and which I
understand well.' He then sighed so deeply that he was close to falling
unconscious. We waited a while until he regained his composure and said, 'l
shall relate to you a Hadith that Rasulullaah %3 narrated to me in this very
house when there was none here besides him and 1. Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah
4&J0@% then again sighed so deeply that he was close to falling unconscious.
When he regained his composure, he wiped his face and said, 'I shall relate to
you a Hadith that Rasulullaah $3% narrated to me in this very house when there
was none here besides him and I, Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah &% then again
sighed so deeply that he actually fell on his face. I held him up for a long while
and when he regained consciousness, he said, 'Rasulullaah $@% narrated to me
that on the Day of Qiyaamah, every nation will be-er its knees when Allaah will
descend to pass judgement between the people. The first to be summoned (for
reckoning) will be the person who memorised the Qur'aan, the person who was
martyred in the path of Allaah and the man with plenty of wealth. Addressing the
Qaari, Allaah will say, 'Did I not teach you that which I revealed to my
messenget?' 'Indeed you did, O my Rabb!' he will respond. Allaah will ask him
further, 'And what did you do with that which I taught you?' He will reply, 'l
recited it day and night.’! 'You are lying,' Allaah will declare. The angels will
reiterate saying, 'You are lying.' Allaah will then add, 'Your only motive was that
people should call you a Qaari, which they have already done.'

Next, the wealthy man will be summoned. Allaah will ask him, 'Did 1 not grant
you plenty so that you never depended on anyone else?' 'Indeed you have, my
Rabb! he will admit. 'Then what did you do with that which I gave you?' Allaah
will ask. He man will say, 'I used to maintain family ties and give charity.' 'You are
lying,' Allaah will declare. 'You are lying,' the angels will reiterate. Allaah will then
say, 'Your only motive was that people should call you a generous person, which
they have already done.’
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Next to be summoned will be the one who was martyred in the path of Allaah.
Allaah will ask him, 'For what objective were you killed?' His reply will be,
'because we were commanded to fight in Jihaad, 1 fought until 1 was killed.' 'You
are lying,' Allaah will declare. 'You are lying,' the angels will reiterate. Allaah will
then say, 'Your only motive was that people should call you a brave person,
which they have already done.' Rasulullaah %% then hit his hands on my knees
and said, 'O Abu Hurayrah! These three will be the first of Allaah's creation with
whom the fire of Jahannam will be fuelled on the Day of Qiyaamah."

(After hearing this Hadith from Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah &%) Hadhrat Shufay
then went to Hadhrat Mu'aawiya )&% and narrated the Hadith to him. Hadhrat
Alaa bin Hakeem says that Hadhrat Shufay was the person who tended to
Hadhrat Mu'aawiya $¥)8@%'s swords. He reports, "When this Hadith from
Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah &)&@% was narrated to Hadhrat Mu'aawiya $&N&@s,
Hadhrat Mu'aawiya $&J&@% remarked, 'If this is what will happen to these three,
" what about the rest of mankind?' He then wept so much that we thought he
would expire. Wesaid, 'Thismanhascertainly brought a calamity upon us (by upsetting
the Khalifah in this manner)' When Hadhrat Mu'aawiya &% regained his
composure, he wiped his face and said, 'Allaah and His Rasool &8 have
certainly spoken the truth when they say:
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Whoever desires the life of this world and its splendour (without a

concern for the Aakhirah), We shall grant them the full rewards for their

(good) deeds in this very world and they will not be wronged (they will

not be given less than they deserve). They are the ones who shall have

only the Fire for themselves in the Aakhirah. Whatever (good actions)

they did in the world will be lost to them (in the Aakhirah) and all their

(good) deeds will be in vain (because they will see no rewards for these

in the Aakhirah where they will require them most. This is because they

acted only for worldly objectives). {Surah Hood, verses 15-16}(1)
Hadhrat Abu Salamah bin Hadhrat Abdur Rahmaan bin Auf %% reports that
when Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar @@ and Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Amr bin Al
Aas @)5@% met at Marwa, they started discussing Ahadeeth. When Hadhrat
Abdullaah bin Amr &)&@s5 left, Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar )&% remained
there weeping. "What makes you weep so much, O Abu Abdur Rahmaan?"
someone asked. Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar $&5@% replied, "That man
Abdullaah bin Amr )&% says that he heard Rasulullaah #23 say, 'Allaah will

throw a person headlong into the fire of Jahannam if he has pride equal to

(1) Tirmidhi (Vol.2 Pg.61). Targheeb wat Tarheeb (Vol.1 Pg.28) states that Ibn Khuzaymah and Ibn
Hibbaan have both reported similar narrations.
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even a mustard seed in his heart."(!)

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Rawaaha &E@®% and
Hadhrat Hassaan &l5@% Weep when Allaah
Revealed the Verse: "Only deviant people

follow the poets"
Hadhrat Abul Hasan the freed slave of the Banu Naufal tribe reports that Hadhrat
Abdullaah bin Rawaaha &l&@#% and Hadhrat Hassaan bin Thaabit &}&i%  (both
acclaimed poets) came weeping to Rasulullaah &3 when Allaah revealed Surah

TaaSeenMeem Shu'araa. Rasulullaah #8885 recited to them the verses:
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Only deviant people follow the poets (by repeating those poems of
theirs that contain rambling speech and useless talk). Do you not see
that they (poets) wander lost (distracted) in every valley (have no
direction and tend to sway to the extremes)? And ‘(do you not see) that
they say things which they never do? (Such is the condition of all poets)
Except.those who have Imaan, who do good acts, who remember
Allaah abundantly and who avenge themselves after being oppressed
{by counteracting the satirical poetry that the Kuffaar direct at Islaam
and at Rasulullaah ¢88% with poetry of their own). {Surah Shu'araa,
verses 224-227}

"When Rasulullaah #3%% recited the verse "Except those who have Imaan, who
do good acts ", he said, "That refers to you." Thereafter, when he recited "who
remember Allaah abundantly”, he again said, "That refers to you". Again, when
reciting the verse "and (those) who avenge themselves after being oppressed”,
he said, "That refers to you." )

The People of Yemen Weep when they Hear the
Qur'aan During the Khilaafah of Hadhrat
Abu Bakr 5@

Hadhrat Abu Saalih narrates that when some people from Yemen came to Madinah
during the Khilaafah of Hadhrat Abu Bakr ¥&@®% and heard the Qur'aan, they
started weeping excessively. To this, Hadhrat Abu Bakr %&&#% remarked (in
humility), "That is how we used to be, but then hearts started to harden." Hadhrat
Abu Nu'aym explains that the phrase "hearts started to harden" means that their
hearts strengthened and became content with the recognition of Allaah. ()

(1) Targheeb wat Tarheeb (Vol .4 Pg.345),
(2) Haakim (Vol.3 Pg.488).
(3) Abu Nu'aym in his Hilya, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.1 Pg.224).
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A Warning to the Aalim who does not Teach others

and to Ignorant Person who does not Learn

Hadhrat Abzah Abu Abdur Rahmaan )&% reports that Rasulullaah %88 once
praised certain groups of the Muslims in his sermon. Thereafter, Rasulullaah
#R8E said, "What is the matter with certain tribes who neither make their
neighbouring tribes understand Deen, nor do they teach it to them, explain it to
them, enjoin them (to do good) or forbid them (from evil)? What also is the
matter with other tribes who neither learn from their neighbours nor make an
attempt to understand the Deen or to be conversant with it? Take note that
people will have to teach Deen to their neighbours, explain it to them, enjoin
them (to do good) and forbid them (from evil). At the same time, others will have
to learn Deen from their neighbours and make an attempt to understand it,
otherwise they will all be punished very soon in this very world." Rasulullaah
#2%E then descended from the pulpit and entered his room.

"Who do you think Rasulullaah 288 was referring to?" some people asked. "We
think that he must have been referring to the Ash'ar tribe who have a good
understanding of Deen while their neighbours are uncultured Bedouins living at
an oasis. When the news reached the people of the Ash'ar tribe, they came to
Rasulullaah %38 and said, "O Rasulullaah #3251 Why is it that when you praised
some people, you criticised us? What have we done?" Rasulullaah $88¢ replied, "
that people will have to teach Deen to their neighbours, explain it to them, enjoin
them (to do good) and forbid them (from evil). At the same time, others will have
to learn Deen from their neighbours and make an attempt to understand it,
otherwise they will all be punished very soon in this very world." "O Rasulullaah
433851 they pleaded, "Will we be held responsible for the wrongs of others?" When
Rasulullaah &8 repeated his words, they again asked, "O Rasulullaah 2331 will
we be held responsible for the wrongs of others?" This time again, Rasulullaah
#328E repeated what he had said. They then requested Rasulullaah ¢33 for a
year's grace to educate their neighbours and to give them a sound
understanding of Deen. Rasulullaah &&% granted them the grace. Rasulullaah
285 then recited the verse: :
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Those of the Bani Israa'eel who committed kufr were cursed on the
tongues of Dawood &L and Isa 2L the son of Maryam. That was
because they were disobedient and they overstepped the limits (of their
religion). (Among the reasons for which they were cursed was that) They
would never prevent each other from the evil that they used to carry
out. Evil indeed was that which they did (not preventing each other
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.from sinful acts). {Surah Maa'idah, verses 78-79}(})

Allaah will Grant Whoever Strives to Gain
Knowledge and Imaan

The Words of Hadhrat Mu'aadh &E@% to a Man
who Was Weeping by his Bedside before his Death

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Salamah narrates that a man came ko (the bedside of)
Hadhrat Mu'aadh bin Jabal ¥&@% and started to weep. "What makes you weep?"
Hadhrat Mu'aadh $)&@% asked. The man replied, "By Allaah! I am neither crying
because of the ties of kinship we have nor because of the material gains I used to
get from you. What makes me weep is the fear that the knowledge I used to glean
from you will soon come to an end." Hadhrat Mu'aadh ¥&@% consoled him saying,
"Do not cry because whoever strives to acquire knowledge and Imaan, Allaah
will grant them to him just as He granted Hadhrat Ibraheem SlE during
times when there was no knowledge and Imaan." %

Hadhrat Haarith bin Umayrah reports that when Hadhrat Mu'aadh bin Jabal
@E@» was about to pass away, the people around him started to cry. "What
makes you people cry?” he asked. They replied, "We are crying because of the
knowledge that will stop coming to us when you pass away." Hadhrat Mu'aadh
$IG@% said, "Verily knowledge and Imaan shall remain as they are until the Day
of Qiyaamah. Whoever searches for them shall find them in the Qur'aan and the
Sunnah. While you ought to judge every piece of information by the standards of
the Qur'aan, never judge the Qur'aan by the standards of any piece of
information. Seek knowledge from Umar $&&@%, Uthmaan &®2 and Ali
H®IEB@$ and if you do not meet them, seek knowledge from four men; from
‘Uwaymir E\&@% (Abu Dardaa $&@5), Abdullaah bin Mas'ood 4)&@55, Salmaan
@S@% and from Abdullaah bin Salaam )&, who had been a Jew before
becoming a Muslim. In fact, I heard Rasulullaah #3888 say that he (Hadhrat
Abdullaah bin Salaam ¥)&@%) will be the tenth of ten people to enter Jannah
(without reckoning). You must however ensure that you beware of the mistakes
of an Aalim. You should accept the truth from whoever brings it to you and
reject falsehood from whoever brings it to you, regardless of who the person
may be." &) -

Hadhrat Yazeed bin Umayrah narrates, "During the illness that claimed his life,
Hadhrat Mu'aadh bin Jabal $6@% would often fall unconscious and then regain
consciousness. When he once fell unconscious for a long time, we feared that he
had passed away. When he regained consciousness, 1 was standing in front of
him crying. 'What makes you cry?' he asked. 1 replied by saying, 'By Allaah! It is
not because of the worldly benefits I received from you that I am weeping and

(1) Ibn Raahway, Bukhaari in his Wahdaan, Ibnus Sakan, Ibn Mandah, Tabraani, Abu Nu'aym, Ibn
Asaakir, Baawardi and Ibn Mardway, as quoted in Kanzu/ Umimaal (Vol.2 Pg.139).

(2) Abu Nu'aym in his Hilya (Vol.1 Pg.234).

(3) Ibn Asaakir and Sayf, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.7 Pg.87).
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also not because of our kinship. What makes me weep is the departure of the
knowledge (of Deen) and knowledge of Islaamic law that I had been acquiring
from you.' His response was, 'Do not weep because knowledge and Imaan shall
remain as they are and whoever seeks them shall surely find them. Seek them as
Ibraheem S3LE sought them. When he had not acquired them fully, he asked
Allaah saying:
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'l am going to (a place where) my Rabb (has commandéd me to go), (it

Is only Allaah) Who will soon guide me.' {Surah Saaffaat, verse 99}
After 1 die, seek knowledge from four persons. If you cannoi find what you seek
with any one of them, then ask the people for the best amongst them. The four
men are Abdullaah bin Mas'ood @&&@®%, Abdullaah bin Salaam ENSEy,
Salmaan £}&5@% and Uwaymir Abu Dardaa &%, You shoul¢ alsc beware of
the blunders of the wise and the verdict of a hypocrite.'
'How will I identify the blunder of a wise man?' I asked. He exnalained, 'It is
misguided speech that Shaytaan casts on the tongue of a man which he utters
without thinking. However, it sometimes also occurs that a hypocrite speaks
what is true. You should therefore absorb sound knowledge from wherever it
comes to you because there is light in the truth. Matters that are dubious should
however be avoided."(!)
Hadhrat Amr bin Maymoon narrates, "We were in Yemen when Hadhrat My'aadh
bin Jabal &J&i@%% came there and addressed us saying, 'O people of Yemen! Accept
Islaam and live in peace. 1 am the envoy of Rasulullaah 88 to you.' Since then, 1
took a liking to him and never parted from him until he passed away. When he
was leaving the world and I started to weep, he asked, 'What makes you cry?' I
replied, 'l am weeping because of the knowledge that will be leaving with you.'
He consoled me saying, 'Verily knowledge and Imaan shall remain until the Day
of Qiyaamah..." The rest of the narration is similar to the ones above.

Learning Imaan, knowledge and Practise
All at the Same Time

The Statements of Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar
&)G5ws, Hadhrat Jundub bin Abdullaah £)E@% and
Hadhrat Ali &5@% in this Regard
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar $&@% said, "During the greater portion of my life 1
have seen that a man (from the Sahabah #}&®%) learns Imaan before the
Qur'aan. Whenever a Surah was revealed to Muhammad %88, the man would

learn what was proclaimed lawful and unlawful and where it was appropriate to
stop just as you people learn the (words of the) Qur'aan itself. However, I now

(1) Haakim (Vol.4 Pg.466).
(2) Ibn Asaakir, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.7 Pg.87).
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see people learning the Qur'aan before Imaan and while they have read from
Surah Faatiha up to the end of the Qur'aan, they have no idea about what the
Qur'aan instructs and what it prohibits. They also do not know where it is
appropriate to stop and scatter the verses about like unwanted dates." M
Hadhrat Jundub bin Abdullaah &)&@% said, "We were youngsters almost
coming of age when we learnt Imaan before the Qur'aan with Rasulullaah
$5252. When we then learnt the Qur'aan, our Imaan grew even stronger.” %)
Hadhrat Ali %i8@% once said, "Whenever a Surah, a verse or a few verses were
revealed during the time of Rasulullaah &8, it would serve to strengthen the
Imaan and submission of the Mu'mineen and if it contained a prohibition, they
would immediately abstain." )

How the Sahabah #&)&i% would not Learn another Verse of the Qur'aan until
they had Learnt how to practise on the Previous verse

Hadhrat Abu Abdur Rahmaan Sulami says, "The Sahabi &)&@#% who taught us
mentioned that when they learnt ten verses from Rasulullaah 828, they would
not proceed to another ten verses until they had learnt everything about the
previous ten verses and how to practise on them. He would also say, 'Our
knowledge consisted of both theory and practice."*)

Another narration adds that the Sahabi ¥)&@% also said, "We used to learn the
Qur'aan as well as how to practise on it. There shall however come people who
will inherit the Qur'aan after us who will drink up the Qur'aan like water without
it passing by their collarbones. In fact, it will not even pass here." He then placed
his hand on his throat. )

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ¥)&@% said, "Whenever we learnt ten verses of
the Qur'aan from Rasulullaah &8, we would not proceed to learn the next ten
verses until we had learnt whatever was in them." When someone asked a
narrator named Hadhrat Shareek whether this referred to practising the ten
verses first, he replied in the affirmative.

'Acquiring That Much of Deeni knowledge
that One Needs

The Words of Hadhrat Salmaan )& to a man
from the Banu Abs Tribe in this Regard

Hadhrat Hafs bin Umar Sa'di narrates from his uncle that Hadhrat Salmaan
@IS@% once said to Hadhrat Hudhayfah &)&@%, "O member of the Banu Abs! -
While knowledge is abundant, life is short. You should therefore acquire only
that much of Deeni knowledge that you need and leave out that which does not

(1) Tabraani, reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami (Vol.1 Pg.165).

(2) Ibn Maajah (Pg.11). .

(3) Askari and 1bn Mardway, as quoted in kanzu! Ummaal (Vol.1 Pg.232).

(4) Ahmad (Vol.5 Pg.410). Haythami (Vol.1 Pg.232) has commented on the chain of narrators,
{5) Tbn Sa'd (Vol.6 Pg.172). )

(6) 1bn Asaakir, as quoted in Kanzu/ Ummaal (Vol.} Pg.232). ‘
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concern you." ()
Hadhrat Abul Bakhtari reports that a man from the Banu Abs tribe was once in

ML I

the company of Hadhrat Salmaan @& when he took a sip of water from the
Tigris River. "Drink again," Hadhrat Salmaan %I§@% bade the man. When the
man declared that he was sated, Hadhrat Salmaan @5 asked, "Do you think
that your sip decreased much from the river?" The man said, "How can the sip 1
took decrease anything from it?" Hadhrat Salmaan )&% then remarked, "In the
same manner, knowledge never decreases. You should therefore glean as much

knowledge as would benefit you." @)

The Words of Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar 5@

to a man who Wrote to ask him about Knowledge
Hadhrat Abu Qayla reports that when a man wrote to ask Hadhrat Abdullaah bin
Umar &)Ei5 about knowledge, the Sahabi %4&@% wrote back saying, "You have
written to me asking about knowledge. Knowledge is however something much
greater than 1 can write back to you about. However, (the advice I will offer is) if
it is possible for you to accomplish, you must make an effort to meet Allaah in a
manner that you have held your tongue from dishonouring a Muslim, you do not
have the burden of any Muslim's blood on your back, your belly is empty of the
wealth of the Muslims and you have remained united with them." )

Teaching Deen, Islaam and the Faraa'idh

Rasulullaah $3£ Teaches the Deen to Hadhrat
Abu Rifaa'ah G2

Hadhrat Abu Rifaa'ah )&% narrates, "I came to Rasulullaah §38£ at a time
when he was busy delivering a sermon. 'O Rasulullaah §8#Er 1 said, 'A stranger
has come to enquire about his Deen because he knows not what his Deen is.'
Leaving the sermon aside, Rasulullaah #88 turned to me and came to me. His
chair, the legs of which I think were of iron, was then brought. Rasulullaah $3#85
sat on it and started teaching me that which Allaah had taught him. Thereatfter,
he returned to his sermon and completed what remained of it." ()

Y

Rasulullaah %&£ Teaches Deen to a Bedouin, to
Hadhrat Farwah bin Musayk &&@% and to a

delegation from Bahraa

' Hadhrat Jareer ¥&@% reports that a Bedouin once came to Rasulullaah %385
saying, "Teach me Islaam." Rasulullaah #3885 explained, "(Islaam is) That you
testify that there is none worthy of worship but Allaah and that Muhammad 3%

(1) Abu Nu'aym in his Hilya (Vol.1 Pg.189).

(2) Abu Nu'aym in his Hilya (Vol.1 Pg.188).

(3) Ibn Asaakir, as quoted in Kanzu/ Ummaal (Vol.5 Pg.230).

(4) Muslim (Vol.1 Pg.287). Bukhaari has reported a similar narration in his Adab (Pg.171), as have
Nasa'ee in his Zeenah, Tabraani and Abu Nu'aym, as quoted in Kanzu/ Ummaal (Vol.5 Pg.242).
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is the servant and Rasul (messenger) of Allaah, that you establish salaah, pay
zakaah, fast during Ramadhaan, perform Hajj of the Kabah, love for people what
you love for yourself and dislike for people what you dislike for yourself." M
Hadhrat Muhammad bin Umaarah bin Khuzaymah bin Thaabit says, "Hadhrat
Farwah bin Musayk Muraadi )&% forsook the royalty of Kindah and arrived
with a delegation to follow Rasulullaah #3%%. He stayed with Hadhrat Sa'd bin
Ubaadah 4)@#% where he learnt the Qur'aan, the Faraa'idh of Islaam and the
Shari'ah." The narration continues further. )

Hadhrat Dubaa'ah bint Zubayr bin Abdul Muttalib E8&i¥s reports that a
delegation from Bahraa in Yemen once came to Madinah. They were thirteen
men and when they arrived, they led their animals to the door of Hadhrat
Miqdaad bin Amr 43&@ in the district of the Banu Jadeelah tribe. Hadhrat
Miqdaad ¥}&i% met them, extended a warm welcome to them and hosted them
in a room of his house. When they came before Rasulullaah #8%, they all
accepted Islaam. Thereafter, they stayed several days and learnt about the
Faraa'idh of Islaam. When they later returned to Rasulullaah 8% to bid him
farewell, Rasulullaah #3%3 had gifts given to them, after which they left for their
homes. )

Hadhrat Abu Bakr ¥)E5@% and Hadhrat Umar
LIS Teach Deen

* Hadhrat Ibn Seereen reports that when teaching Islaam to the people, Hadhrat
Abu Bakr ¥J&@% and Hadhrat Umar $&&@% would say, "Worship Allaah without
ascribing any partners to Him. Establish on time the salaah that Allaah has made
obligatory for you because any deficiency in this spells certain destruction. Pay
zakaah with a cheerful heart, fast during Ramadhaan and listen to and obey your
leaders." 4

Hadhrat Hasan narrates that a Bedouin once came to Hadhrat Umar &0 saying,
* "O Ameerul Mu'mineen! Teach me the Deen." Hadhrat Umar &&@% said, "(The
* Deen of Islaam is) To testify that there is none worthy of worship but Allaah and
that Muhammad 388 is the Rasul (messenger) of Allaah, to establish salaah, to
pay zakaah, to perform Hajj of the Kabah and to fast during Ramadhaan. You
should also look only at the apparent actions of people and beware not to
probe their private lives. Furthermore, beware not to do anything that will be a
cause of embarrassment (if people found out) and when you meet Allaah, tell
Him that Umar instructed you to do these things." ()

Another narration states that Hadhrat Umar @@ added, "O servant of Allaah!
Hold fast to this and when you meet Allaah, then tell Him whatever comes to mind." 6)

(1) Ibn Jareer, as quoted in Xanzul Ummaal (Vol.1 Pg.70).

(2) Ibn Sa'd (Vol.1 Pg.327).

(3) Ibn Sa'd (Vol.1 Pg.331).

(4) Abdur Razzaaq, Ibn Abi Shaybah, Ibn jareer and Rustah in his imaan, as quoted in Xanzul Ummaal
(Vol.1 Pg.69).

(5) Bayhagqi and Isfahaani in his Hujjah.

(6) 1bn Adi and Bayhaqi, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.1 Pg.70).




THE LIVES OF THE SAHABAH #E)SH5 (vol-3) 221
Hadhrat Hasan narrates that a man approached Hadhrat Umar ¥3&@s saying, "O
Ameerul Mu'mineen! 1 am a man from the countryside and have many duties to
tend to. Do advise me to do something that I can trust in to convey me (to
Jannah)." Hadhrat Umar 3@ said to him, "Give me your hand and ‘understand
me well." When the man gave him his hand, Hadhrat Umar %l&@% said, "You
should worship Allaah without ascribing partners to him, establish salaah, pay
the obligatory zakaah, perform Hajj, perform Umrah and obey (your leaders). You
should also look only at the apparent actions of people and beware not to probe
their private lives. Do every such deed that will not embarrass you when the news
of it spreads amongst people and stay away from every such act that will be a
cause of embarrassment and disgrace when the news reaches others."

"O Ameerul Mu'mineen!" the man said, "I shall practise on this advice and when I
meet my Rabb, [ shall say, 'It was Umar bin Khattaab who told me to do this." To
this, Hadhrat Umar 43&@% remarked, "Hold fast to this and when you meet your
Rabb, you may tell Him whatever you like." {1

Teaching Salaah

Rasulullaah #2% Teaches the Sahabah &&% How

to Perform Salaah
Hadhrat Abu Maalik Ashja'ee reports from his father &i&@% that salaah was
the first thing Rasulullaah #88 taught anyone who accepted Islaam, %
Hadhrat Hakam bin Umayr %8 reports that Rasulullaah #38% taught them
thus: "When you stand up for salaah, say 'Allaahu Akbar' and raise your hands
without passing your ears. Then recite:

2 Vy7 - “ & PR I PR A I 1 )
“Wd U1 Hia I St 5055 Haasey agld! Eibels”
'You are Pure, O Allaah and we praise You, Blessed is Your name, Lofty
is Your honour and there is none worthy of worship but You."®)

Rasulullaah #2# Hadhrat Abu Bakr &G,
Hadhrat Umar &5%% and Hadhrat Abdullaah bin

Mas'ood ¥E#s Teach the Tashahhud

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar ¥3&@% says, "Hadhrat Abu Bakr &5 used to
teach us the Tashahhud from the pulpit just as little children are taught at
school." )

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas &5 says(®), "Hadhrat Umar bin Khattaab
&IEW5 once took hold of my hand and taught me the Tashahhud, informing me
that Rasulullaah $8 has also taken him by the hand and taught him the
Tashahhud, which is:

(1) Ibn Asaakir, as quoted in Kanzu/ Ummaal (Vol.8 Pg.208).

(2) Tabraani and Bazzaat, reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami (Vol.1 Pg.293).
(3) Abu Nu'aym, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.203).

(4) Musaddad and Tahaawi, as quoted in Xanzu/ Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.217).

(5) Daar Qutni, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.217). .
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Hadhrat Abdur Rahmaan bin Abd Qaarl narrates that he heard Hadhrat Umar bin
Khattaab $&Sd%% teaching the Tashahhud to the people from the pulpit. He was
telling the people to recite.. (u.l ..aLa.J!) The narration still continues further. (!
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas %J&@5 says, "Rasulullaah &% used to teach us
the Tashahhud just as he taught us a Surah of the Qur'aan."
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood )&% said, "Rasulullaah $588% taught me the
Tashahhud with my hand in his just as he would teach me a Surah of the
Qur'aan." The narration then proceeds o cite the words of the Tashahhud.
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood &% also mentioned, "Rasulullaah &% used
to teach us the beginnings-ef-the Surahs and the Qur'aan, as well as the
Khutbahs for salaah and for other occasions (such as the Khutbah for marriage)."
The narration then continues to discuss the Tashahhud.
Hadhrat Aswad reports, "Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ¥46®% used to teach us
the Tashahhud just as he would teach us a Surah of the Qur'aan. In fact, he
would even correct the simple errors we made in the A/if() and Waaw ()." ©

Hadhrat Hudhayfah £&@% Teaches Salaah to a

man who Could not Perform Salaah Well

Hadhrat Zaid bin Wahab reports that when Hadhrat Hudhayfah &% once
entered the Masjid, he noticed a man who was performing salaah without
carrying out the Ruku and Sajdah properly. When the man had compieted, Hadhrat
Hudhayfah @)&@5% said to him, "For how long have you been performing salaah
like this?" When the man informed him that he had been performing salaah in
that manner for the past forty years, Hadhrat Hudhayfah $IE®% remarked, "You
have performed no salaah for the last forty years. Had you died while performing
salaah in this manner, you would not have died on the creed in which Allaah
created Muhammad 438" As Hadhrat Hudhayfah &}&@% then proceeded to
teach the man how to perform salaah properly, he said, "Even though a man
makes his salaah brief, he must carry out the Ruku and Sajdah properly." ©)

Teaching Adhkaar and Du'aas

Rasulullaah £2#: Teaches Adhkaar and Du'aas to
Hadhrat Ali &G

Hadhrat Ali bin Abi Taalib %)@ narrates that Rasulullaah %% once said to
him, "Should I give you five thousand goats or teach you five phrases that

(1) Maalik, Shaafi'ee, Tahaawi, Abdur Razzaaq and others.

(2) Ibn Abi Shaybah. Another similar report has been narrated.from Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood
BN

(3) Ibn Abi Shaybah.

(4) Askari in his Amthaal. -

(5) Ibn Najjaar. The above narrations have been quoted in Kanzu/ Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.218-219).

(6) Abdur Razzaaq, Ibn Abi Shaybah, Bukhaari and Nasa'ee, as quoted in Kanzu/ Ummaal (Vol.4
Pg.230).
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contain the welfare of your Deen and your worldly life?" "O Rasulullaah §538Er
Hadhrat Ali 36855 replied, "While five thousand goats are plenty, 1 prefer that

you teach me the five phrases.” Rasulullaah &% then told Hadhrat Al 3@ to
recite the following:
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"O Allaah! Forgive my sins, make my character accommodating, make
my earnings lawful, make me content with what You provide for me
and never allow my heart to hanker after something that You have not
decreed for me." (1)-

Hadhrat Ali @U@B Teaches Adhkaar and Du'aas to

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Ja'far &)\&@%

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Ja'far 43§ used to teach his daughters certain words
(of du'aa) and instructed them to always recite them. He mentioned that it was
Hadhrat Ali )05 who taught these to him and informed him that Rasulullaah
#2% used to recite them whenever he faced a difficulty or was worried about
something. The words were: _
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"There is none worthy of worship but Allaah The Most Tolerant and

Magnanimous. Pure is He the Most Blessed Allaah Who is the Rabb of

the universe and the Rabb of the Glorious Throne. All praise belongs to

Allaah the Rabb of the universe." 2)
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Ja'far ¥\&@% says, "Ali )&% once said to me, 'Dear
nephew! I shall teach you some words that I heard from Rasulullaah #3885
Whoever recites them at the time of his death shall certainly enter Jannah.
(They are) To recite three times:

Wl St 7} sb G G

‘There is none worthy of worship but Allaah The Most Tolerant and

Magnanimous'
To recite three times:
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'All praise belongs to Allaah the Rabb of the universe'

To recite three times:
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'Blessed is the Being in whose hand is all kingdom, who gives life and

(1) lbn’Najjaar, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal (Vol .4 Pg.230).
(2) Nasa'ee and Abu Nu'aym, as quoted in Xanzu!/ Ummaal (Vol.1 Pg.298).
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death and Who has power over all things'(!)

VAN

Rasulullaah %48 Teaches Adhkaar and Du'aas to
Some Sahabah &EE8e

Hadhrat Sa'd bin Junaadah ¥)&5@% says, "I was one of the first persons from the
people of Taa'if to meet Rasulullaah &8 (to accept Islaam). I left early in the
morning from Saraat in the upper reaches of Taa'if and reached Mina at the time
of Asr. 1 then climbed a mountain and descended (to Makkah where I accepted
Islaam). Rasulullaah #33£ then taught me the words:

STAG Al ) 15 U AR50 Al Gl
Rasulullaah #5888 then said, "These words are the Baagiyaatus Saalihaat
(everlasting good deeds) (2)."@)
Hadhrat Ubay bin Ka'b %)&@#% narrates that Rasulullaah 88 taught them to

- recite the following du'aa every morning:
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"We begin the morning on the natural way of Islaam, the Kalimah of
sincerity, the Sunnah of our Nabi Muhammad ### and on the creed of
Hadhrat Ibraheem SRE who was never a Mushrik."
Rasulullaah #8 also taught them to recite the same du'aa in the evenings." ¢
Hadhrat Sa'd %}&4% reports that Rasulullaah #388% taught them the following

du'aa just as a teacher would teach children to write:
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"O Allaah! I beseech You to protect me from miserliness, from
cowardice, from being returned to an age of infirmity (senility), from
the tribulations of this world and from punishment in the grave." ®)
Hadhrat Naufal &% narrates, "Rasulullaah #338 taught us the following du'aa

to be recited when a person passes away:
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'O Allaah! Forgive our brothers, unite us and create love between us. O
Allaah! We know only good of this servant of Yours (take his name) but
You know him better than us. Do forgive us and him.'
I was the youngest of the Sahabah #&&% at the time and 1 asked, 'And what if 1

(1) Kharaa'iti in his Makaarimul Akhlaaq, as quoted in Kanzu/ Ummaal (Vol.8 Pg.111).
(2) As referred to in verse 46 of Surah Kahaf and verse 76 of Surah Maryam.

(3) Tabraani, as quoted in the 7afSeer of Ibn Katheer (Vol.3 Pg.86).

(4) Abdullaah bin Ahmad in his Zawaa'id, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.1 Pg.294).
(5) Ibn jareer, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.1 Pg.307).
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* do not know anything good about him?' Rasulullaah % replied, 'Say only that
which you are certain of." (!

Hadhrat Ubaadah bin Saamit ¥)@&#% narrates that when Ramadhaan arrived,
Rasulullaah #28 would teach them the following du'aa:
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"O Allaah! Keep me safe and well for Ramadhaan, keep Ramadhaan safe
and well for me and accept it (my fasting and Ibaadah in Ramadhaan)

from me." @

Hadhrat Ali 452 Teaches People how to Send

- Salutations to Rasulullaah #3845
Hadhrat Salaamah Kindi narrates that Hadhrat Ali $J&@#% taught the people to
send salutations to Rasulullaah #28 with the following words:
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"O Allaah The One Who has spread out the earth and created the
heavens. Q The One Who has authority over the nature of hearts, be
they good or evil. Bestow Your most selected mercies, Your every
. increasing blessings and the kindest of Your compassion on
Muhammad %8 who is Your servant and Rasul (messenger), who is
the seal of the Ambiyaa (prophets) before him, the key to the locked
(treasures of wisdom and Your graces), the one who used the truth to

make the truth evident and who repelled the armies of falsehood. As

3% ¢7o3?

(1) Abu Nujaym, as quoted in Kanzu!/ Ummaal (Vol.8 Pg.114).
2) Tabraarij in his Du'aa and Daylami, as quoted in Kanzu/ Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.232).
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was entrusted to him, he fulfilled Your commands with the valour of
his obedience to You and was always prepared to please you without
shuffling his feet about and without weakness in his resolve. He called
towards Your revelation, fulfilled his pledge to You and constantly
strove to enact Your commands until the fire (of Islaam) had been
stoked for anyone wishing to take a spark from it. It is by him that
hearts were guided after being immersed in evil and vice. It was him
who made manifest the clear signs and distinct features of Islaam and
its unmistakable injunctions. He is the one whom You trust and with
whom You have placed Your trust. He is the treasurer to Your
knowledge and the one in whom You have vested Your knowledge. He
shall be Your witness on the Day of Qiyaamah and it is he whom You
have sent with Your bounties. He is after ail, Your true Rasul (prophet).
O Allaah! Expand Your eternal Jannah for him and from Your
ever-increasing grace, do reward him with the purest of rewards that
are given time and time again and grant him from Your abundant
bounties that are safely treasured. O Allaah! Raise his house above all
others, grant him the best hospitality with You and grant him the most
complete light. When¥ou raise him (on the Day of Qiyaamah), do also
grant him the privilege of having his testimony accepted by Yourself
and let his words be pleasing to You, just, decisive and a clear and
triumphant proof (against the Kuffaar)." ()

Teaching Guests and Those who Came
to Madinah

Rasulullaah #2248 Instructs the Sahabah #SWs to

Teach the Delegation from the Abdul Qais Tribe
Hadhrat Shihaab bin Abbaad reports that he heard a Sahabi %&i&#% who had
been part of the Abdul Qais delegation say, "When we came to Rasulullaah $5%35,
the Muslims were extremely happy with our arrival and they made ample way for
us to sit when we reached their gathering. Rasulullaah %33 welcomed us and as
he looked at us, he asked who our leader was. When we all indicated that he was
Mundhir bin Aa'idh, Rasulullaah %88 remarked, 'Is he the Ashaj (the one with the
scar on his face)?' This was the first time that this name was used for him on
account of an injury to his face caused by the hoof of a donkey ‘That is him, O
Rasulullaah $845" we confirmed. .

Mundhir $)J&@5 had stayed behind the rest of the delegation (when they went
before Rasulullaah %8£) to tie their animals and secure their belongings. He
then took out his bag, removed his travelling clothes and wore his best clothes.
When he made his way to Rasulullaah %8¢, Rasulullaah #2£ was reclining with

(1) Tabraani in his Awsat and Abu Nu'aym in the Awaali of Sa'eed bin Mansoor, as quoted in Kanzu/
Ummaal (Vol.1 Pg.214). In his Tafseer (Vol.3 Pg.509) Haafidh Ibn Katheer has commented on the
narration.
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his legs stretched out. As he approached the gathering, the people made way for
him, saying, 'Sit here, O Ashaj.' Rasulullaah #88 was now sitting up, holding his
legs up. Rasulullaah 8%E said, 'Sit here, O Ashaj.' He sat on Rasulullaah #385's
right hand side and, sitting up straight, Rasulullaah 8% welcomed him and
treated him warmly. Rasulullaah 338 then asked him about his land, taking the
names of various places in the territory of Hajar, such as Safa and Mushagar.
'May my parents be sacrificed for you, O Rasulullaah #8851 Mundhir )&% said
in astonishment, 'You know the names of our towns better than us.' Rasulullaah
%388 said, ' have travelled extensively through your land.'

Rasulullaah #32 then turned to the Ansaar saying, 'O assembly of Ansaar! Treat
your brothers well because together with being Muslims like you, they also
resemble you most closely in hair and complexion. (Like you) They have accepted
Istaam willingly and have neither been forced to accept nor was there any need to
attack and fight them for refusing to accept.' (The Ansaar then hosted the delegation).
Some time later, Rasulullaah ### asked the delegation, 'How did you find the
hospitality that your brothers gave you? They replied, 'They are the best of
brothers. They gave us soft beds to sleep in, superb food to eat and they spent
their days and nights teaching us the Book of our Rabb and the Sunnah of our
Nabi %245’ This impressed Rasulullaah &% and made him very happy.
Rasulullaah 2% then turned to each one of us to assess what we had learnt and
what we had been taught. While some of us had learnt the Tashahhud, some had
learnt Surah Faatiha, others had learnt a Surah, others two Surahs and there
were also others who had learnt one or two Sunnah practices." The narration still
continues further in great detail. ()

Hadhrat Abu Sa'eed Khudri &&5i5 reports, "We were sitting with Rasulullaah
288 when he said, 'A delegation from the Abdul Qais have come.' We could see
no one, but after a short while, we saw that they had arrived. After they had
greeted Rasulullaah 88, he said to them, 'Have you any dates or any provisions
left over?’ When they said that they had, Rasulullaah &3 had a leather spread
laid out. They then poured out the dates they had left over and Rasulullaah 34
gathered the Sahabah &% around. Rasulullaah %88 then said to them, 'This
date is called Barni.' He then proceeded to name all the different varieties of
dates and the delegation confirmed all the names as correct.

Thereafter, Rasulullaah $8# gave instructions for every man of the delegation to
be hosted by one of the Muslims, who would teach him the Qur'aan and salaah.
They stayed a week, after which Rasulullaah $3%£ summoned them and assessed
that they had not yet learnt well enough and had not yet developed a keen
understanding (of Islaam). Rasulullaah %328 then handed them over to another
group of Muslims, with whom they stayed for another week. When Rasulullaah
2508 again summoned them (and assessed them), he discovered that they had
learnt well and developed a sound understanding. 'O Rasulullaah #&8£¢ they
submitted, 'Allaah has taught us tremendous good and granted us

(1) Ahmad (Vol.4 Pg.206), reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami (Vol.8 Pg.178)
and by Mundhiri in his 7argheeb wat Tarheeb (Vol.4 Pg.152).
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understanding. However, we are now yearning for home.' Rasulmlaah #5338 then
permitted them to return home. They then said, 'Why don't we ask Rasulullaah
{34 about the drinks that we consume in our land?' ... The Hadith then
proceeds to cite the prohibition of consuming drinks fermented in pumpkin
shells, hollowed wood and dyed containers. (!

Acquiring knowledge While Travelling

Rasulullaah %2 Teaches the Injunctions of Deen
While Travelling for the Farewell Hajj

Hadhrat Jaabir &J6@% narrates that after living in Madinah for nine years,
Rasulullaah #88% did not perform Hajj until the announcement was made one
day that Rasulullaah ##8% would be performing Hajj that year. A great multitude
of people then arrived in Madinah with the intention of following Rasulullaah
%385 and doing what he did. There were still five days left of Dhul Qa'dah when
Rasulullaah &8 left (Madinah) with the Sahabah #&&@%. It was when they
reached Dhul Hulayfah that Hadhrat Muhammad bin Abu Bakr €& was born
to Hadhrat Asmaa bint Umays B8&@%. She sent a message to ask Rasulullaah
#3852 what she was to do, Rasulullaah 838 replied saying, "Take a bath, use a
cloth to hold the blood and enter into Ihraam."

Rasulullaah %88 then proceeded further and it was when his camel took him to
Baydaa that he called out the Talblya of Towheed saying:
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The Sahabah #&)&48% also recited the Talbiya and although Rasulullaah ¢ heard
some of them add phrases like " " ("Dhal Ma'aarij"), he did not rebuke them.
Hadhrat Jaabir )&% says, "The people in front of Rasulullaah §#%% reached as
far as 1 could see. They were on foot and on animals. Behind Rasulullaah #5885
were just as many people, and there were also that many on his right and his left.
Rasulullaah %% was in our midst and he was well aware of the meanings of the
Qur'aanic verses that came to him. We therefore did exactly what we saw
Rasulullaah &8 doing.” ¥

The aspects of Deen that Rasulullaah #88 taught the Sahabah #J6

journey and in the sermons he delivered during the Hajj will be quoted in the
chapter discussing Hajj. Some of it has however passed in the chapter discussing
learning while out in Jihaad.

The Incident of How Hadhrat Jaabir Ghaadiri
EI5@s Acquired Knowledge during Rasulullaah
#88%'s Journey

Hadhrat Jaabir bin Azraq Ghaadiri #J&&% says, "I was riding my animal and
(1) Abdur Razzaagq, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.3 Pg.113).
(2) Ahmad, as quoted in Al Bidaayah wan Nihaayah (Vol.5 Pg.146).
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carrying my provisions when I came to Rasulullaah #3#. 1 rode with him until
we reached a waypoint. Rasulullaah #%% dismounted and entered a leather tent,
the door of which was guarded by more than thirty men armed with whips. As 1
drew closer, one of them started pushing me away. I said, 'If you push me, I shall
push you and if you hit me, 1 shall hit you.' 'You must be the worst of all men!' he
remarked. 'By Allaah! I retorted, 'You are worse than me.' 'How is that?' he asked.
'T have come form the far ends of Yemen to listen to Rasulullaah #3&8£ so that I
may report back to my people at home, yet you are pushing me away.' 'You are
right,' the man submitted, 'I swear by Allaah that 1 am worse than you.'
Rasulullaah %% then rode on and it was from the Jamarah Agabah in Mina that
people started crowding around him in great numbers to ask him questions.
However, because of their large numbers, none of them could get close to him. A
man who had trimmed (and not shaven off) his hair came to Rasululiaah ¢33
saying, 'O Rasulullaah #&&! Do pray that Allaah showers His mercy on me.'
Rasulullaah 8588 said, 'May Allaah shower His mercy on those who shave off
their hair.’ Again the man pleaded saying, 'Do pray that Allaah showers His mercy
on me.' Rasulullaah 88 repeated, 'May Allaah shower His mercy on those who
shave off their hair.' When the man again appealed, 'Do pray that Allaah showers
His mercy on me', Rasulullaah 28 again said, 'May Allaah shower His mercy
on those who shave off their hair.' After Rasulullaah ¢33 repeated this three
times, the man went to have his hair shaved off. Thereafter, 1 only saw men
with shaved heads." (1)

Allaama Ibn Jareer's Interpretation of the verse "It is not for the Mu'mineen to
proceed (in Jihaad) all together” .

Allaama Ibn Jareer has cited numerous interpretations of the verse:
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It is not for the Mu'mineen to proceed (in Jihaad) all together
(simultaneously when it is not Fardh for all to participate). Why does a
small group from every large party not proceed to attain a deep
understanding of Deen so that they may warn their people when they
return to them so that they may beware (of sin)? {Surah Taubah, verse
122}
After citing them, he states: "With regard to the phrase "to attain a deep
understanding of Deen so that they may warn their people when they return to
them so that they may beware" the most correct interpretation is that of those
scholars who say that the deep understanding of Deen is attained by the group
proceeding out (in Jihaad) because they witﬁess first-hand the help that Allaah
renders to the people of the Deen and to the companions of Rasulullaah 5885
against the enemies and Kuffaar. It is by this first-hand observation that they can

(1) Abu Nu'aym, as quoted in Kanzu! Ummaal (Vol.3 Pg.49). Ibn Mandah has also reported the
narration, as quoted in /saabah (Vol.1 Pg.211).

1
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make unwary people understand the truth of Islaam and that it will prevail over
all other religions. At the same time, when they return home, they may warn their
own people against doing anything that will attract Allaah's punishment as they
had witnessed it afflict the Mushrikeen whom they had conquered. In this way,
their people will also beware (not to transgress Allaah's commands). The verse
therefore tells us that when these people warn their people about what they have
seen, their people would take heed and their Imaan in Allaah and His Rasool
#38E would increase out of fear that they should not be afflicted by the
punishment that afflicted the people they have been informed about." ()

Combining Jihaad and Acquiring Knowledge

The Statement of Hadhrat Abu Sa'eed Khudri
&)Ewse about how the Sahabah #E#% Combined
Fighting Battles with Acquiring Knowledge
Hadhrat Abu Sa'eed Khudri &% says, "When we marched to battles, we would
leave behind one or two men to listen to Ahadeeth from Rasulullaah #23£ and
when we returned from the battle, they would narrate to us all that Rasulullaah

¥P% said. Therefore, when we narrate these Ahadeeth, we can say that
Rasulullaah 8% said it." @

Combining Earning and Acquiring
Knowledge

The Narration of Hadhrat Anas ¥&E#% about how
the Sahabah @& Combined Earning with
Acquiring Knowledge

Hadhrat Thaabit Bunaani reports that Hadhrat Anas bin Maalik &3&ig5
mentioned seventy men from the Ansaar who would go to a specific place in
Madinah as soon as night fell. They would then spend the night there learning
and teaching the Qur'aan. When morning arrived, whoever amongst them still
had some strength would gather firewood and fetch drinking water. Those who
had some money would then slaughter a goat, prepare the meat and hang it at
Rasulullaah &E8's rooms.

Hadhrat Anas &I&@% continues, "When Khubayb %8 was martyred (in
Makkah), Rasulullaah ¢ dispatched these seventy Sahabah #&&i% on an
expedition. Amongst the group was my uncle Haraam bin Milhaan &J&@3%. When
they approached a clan belonging to the Banu Sulaym tribe (who seemed
antagonistic), Haraam %88 addressed the leader of the clan saying, 'May |
inform your people that we have no intention of attacking them so that they may
leave us alone.' The leader agreed but it was when Haraam )&% was

(1) Ibn jareer (Vol.11 Pg.51).
(2) 1bn Abi Khaythama and Ibn Asaakir, as quoted in kanzul Ummaal (Vol.5 Pg.240).
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addressing the people that someone thrust a spear at him that penetrated right
through his body. When Haraam &% felt the spear strike his belly, he
exclaimed, 'Allaahu Akbar! 1 swear by the Rabb of the Kabah that | am successful!’
The people of the clan then attacked the other Sahabah #&i#%% and did not spare
anyone to tell the tale. I have never seen Rasulullaah #338% so pained about any
expedition than he was at this. In fact, every time Rasulullaah %&£ performed
the Fajr salaah, I would see him raise his hands to curse the people of the
clan" (D

Hadhrat Thaabit narrates that Hadhrat Anas ¥&@5 said, "A group of people once
approached Rasulullaah #33% with the request, 'Send some people with us to
teach us the Qur'aan and the Sunnah.' Rasulullaah #32 sent a group of Ansaar
with them who were referred to as the Qurra. Amongst the Qurra was my uncle
Haraam ¥)54%, These were a group of Sahabah #&&E@% who were proficient in
the Qur'aan and who spent the nights learning and teaching the Qur'aan. During
the day they would fetch water to place in the Masjid and also gather firewood to
sell. The profits of their sales were then employed to purchase food for the men
of Suffa and other poor people. Nevertheless, when Rasulullaah $845 sent them,
they were attacked and martyred before they could even reach their destination.
Their final du'aa was, 'O Allaah! Convey the message to Your Nabi #38 on our
behalf that we have already met with You, that we are pleased with You and that
You are pleased with us.’ It was from the back that a man thrust a spear right
through the body of my uncle Haraam &}&@®%. When this happened, Haraam
@Gis exclaimed, 'l swear by the Rabb of the Kabah that I am successful!’
Rasulullaah ¢85 (in Madinah) then informed the Sahabah #85@% about the
situation saying, 'Your brothers have been martyred and have prayed, 'O Allaah!
Convey the message to Your Nabi #3% on our behalf that we have already met
with You, that we are pleased with You and that You are pleased with us. "2

Hadhrat Umar &)\&@% and his Ansaari Neighbour

Take turns to Learn
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas $)8i%% reports that Hadhrat Umar ¥J&@% said, "I
had an Ansaari neighbour from the upper reaches of Madinah who belonged to
the Banu Umayyah bin Zaid tribe. He took turns with me in attending Rasulullaah
#2%E's gatherings. He would go one day and I the next so that he brought me
the news of revelation and other matters the day he went and I brought it to
him the day I went. It was on the day when it was his turn that he came
knocking hard on my doot, calling, 'Is Umar here! 1 was alarmed and came out
immediately. 'Something serious has taken place,' he said ... When [ went to see
Hafsah, she was in tears. 'Has Rasulullaah $8# divorced you?' I queried. 'l do not
know,' she replied. 1 then went to Rasulullaah $2# and was still standing when I
asked, 'Have you divorced your wives?'. When Rasulullaah %88 declared that he

(1) Abu Nu'aym in his Hilya (Vol.1 Pg.123),
(2) 1bn Sa'd (Vol.3 Pg.514).
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had not, 1 cried out 'Allaahu Akbarm(1)

Hadhrat Baraa &N\SW% says that all of them could

not Hear Ahadeeth from Rasulullaah %535
Hadhrat Baraa %)@ says, "All of us (Sahabah #&&i#5) were unable to (exclusively
devote all our time to) listen to Ahadeeth from Rasulullaah %88 because we had
properties and occupations (that kept us busy). However, during those days, no
one spoke lies and those who were with Rasulullaah #33% would convey the
Ahadeeth to those who were absent." %)

Hadhrat Baraa %)@ also said, "We did not hear every Hadith directly from
Rasulullaah $2% but our companions would narrate them to us when we were
(unable to be with Rasulullaah 88 because we wete) grazing the camels." @

Hadhrat Talha &&@% says that it was During the

Ends of the day that they went to Rasulullaah #3%8

Hadhrat Abu Anas Maalik bin Abu Aamir Asbahi says that he was with Hadhrat
Talha bin Ubaydullaah 4&@% when a man came to him saying, "O Abu
Muhammad! By Allaah! We do not know whether that Yamaani (Hadhrat Abu
Hurayrah &&@%) knows more about Rasulullaah #2£ than the rest of you
(Sahabah {##&)5455)! He seems to be making stories about Rasulullaah ¢ that
you others do not mention." Hadhrat Talha &% replied, "By Allaah! We have
no doubts about the fact that he has heard from Rasulullaah 88 what we have
not heard and knows what we do not know. Because we were independent
people with houses and families, we would go to Rasulullaah 3% at the two
ends of the day, after which we would return home. On the other hand, Abu
Hurayrah $&@% was a poor man with neither wealth, family or children. He was
always with Rasulullaah @8 and went wherever Rasulullaah #3% went. We
therefore have no doubts about the fact that he knows what we do not know
and has heard from Rasulullaah % what we have not heard. None of us
(Sahabah {#&}@%) have ever accused him of attributing to Rasulullaah #328%
statements that he never made."

Learning the Deen before Earning a Living
Hadhrat Umar $}@@% said, "None may trade in our marketplace unless he had
developed an understanding of Deen (enabling him to trade in a manner that
complies with the Shari'ah)." © '

(1) Bukhaari (vol.1 Pg.19).

(2) Haakim (Vol.1 Pg.127), reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Dhahabi.

(3) Haakim in his Ma'rifa Uloomil Hadith (Pg.14) and Ahmad, reporting from reliable sources as
confirmed by Haythami (Vol.1 Pg.154). Abu Nu'aym has reported a similar narration, as quoted in
Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.5 Pg.238). '

(4) Haakim (Vol.3 Pg.512).

(6) Tirmidhi, as quoted in Kanzu/ Ummaal (Vol.2 Pg.218).
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Educating one's Family

Hadhrat Ali %&I5@2's Interpretation of the verse:

"Save yourselves and your families from the Fire"
Allaah says in the Qur'aan:

-~ 7 3 2y ,r,,),),/;—{
(Weg\:,{,a?in)(‘)U)&.}AbM\ ‘9}

"... Save yourselves and your families from the Fire ..." {Surah Tahreem, verse 6}
In his commentary of the above verse, Hadhrat Ali &% said, "Educate
yourselves and your families in all that is good." (1)

Another narration quotes Hadhrat Ali $)&@3%'s interpretation as, "Teach them

(your families) and educate them in good etiquette (manners)." @

Rasulullaah $2% Instructs People to Teach and

Educate their Families
Hadhrat Maalik bin Huwayrith %@ reports, "We were a few youngsters of
similar ages when we came to Rasulullaah $88 and stayed with him for twenty
days. When Rasulullaah ¢33 sensed that we were yearning for home, he asked
us about our families and we told him about them. Rasulullaah §& was
extremely compassionate and merciful so he said to us, 'You may return home.
You should however teach your families (the Deen you have learnt), instruct
them (to fulfil the requisites of Deen) and perform your salaah as you have seen
me performing salaah. When the time for salaah arrives, one of you should call

out the Adhaan and the eldest amongst you should lead the salaah"®)

Learning the Language of the Enemy and
of Others for Sake of Deen

Rasulullaah &85 Instructs Hadhrat Zaid &5 to

Learn the Jewish Language

Hadhrat Zaid bin Thaabit &J&®% says, "When Rasulullaah #3 just arrived in
Madinah and I was brought before him, the people said, 'O Rasulullaah 885!
This boy from the Banu Najjaar tribe has already learnt seventeen of the Surahs
that have been revealed to you.' When | then recited to Rasulullaah 488, he was
very impressed and said, 'O Zaid! Would you learn how to write the Jewish
language because 1 swear by Allaah, I do not trust them to write for me.' I started
learning the language and it was barely half a month later that I had mastered
it. 1 was therefore Rasulullaah $#8's scribe when he wrote to the Jews and 1
would read to him the letters they wrote to him." ¢

(1) Haakim, as quoted in Targheeb wat Tarheeb (Vol.1 Pg.85).
(2) Tabari in his Tafseer (Vol.28 Pg.107).

(3) Bukhaari in his Adab (Pg.33).

(4) Abu Ya'la and 1bn Asaakir.
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In another narration, Hadhrat Zaid &i&@% says, "Rasulullaah #85% once asked
me, 'Do you know the Syriac language well because letters written in that
language come to me?’ When I declared that 1 did not, Rasulullaah %88 requested
me to learn it. I then learnt the language in seventeen days." ()

Yet another narration states that Rasulullaah #3% once said to Hadhrat Zaid
IS5, "Certain letters come to me that I would not like just anyone to read for
me. Would it be possible for you to learn to write in the Hebrew or Syriac

language?" Hadhrat Zaid ¥)&@55 complied and learnt it in seventeen days.

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Zubayr &JE4% understands

the Language of his Slaves (

Hadhrat Umar bin Qais says, "Although Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Zubayr &)@
had a hundred slaves, all of whom spoke a different language, he was capable
of speaking to each of them in his own language. Whenever 1 saw him engaged
in any worldly affair, I would say, 'Here is a man who does not think of Allaah for
the blinking of an eye.' Then when 1 would see him engaged in any matter of the
Aakhirah, 1 would say, 'Here is a man who does not think of this world for the
blinking of an eye."'(3)

Hadhrat Umar &5@:% Instructs the Study of

Astronomy and Genealogy
Hadhrat Umar &&@% said, "Study as much astronomy as will assist you to
navigate over land and sea during the darkness. Thereafter you should stop." “4)
Another narration states that Hadhrat Umar &&@% said, "Study as much
astronomy as will assist you in navigation and study as much genealogy as

will assist you in maintaining good family ties." (%

Hadhrat Ali E&5% Instructs Hadhrat Abul Aswad
Duwali to Write the Fatha, Dhamma and Kasra

into the Qur'aanic Text
Hadhrat Sa'sa'a bin Sowhaan narrates that a Bedouin once came to Hadhrat Ali
W&@% and asked, "O Ameerul Mu'mineen! How do you recite the verse:'ij N
(6351;!5'.31 (‘'Only those who take steps shall eat it (the filth of Jahannam)')? By
Allaah! Every one of us takes steps!" Hadhrat Ali 4}&@% smiled and recited the
verse thus:

- Py PER] ¢ 225,
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"Only the sinners shall eat it (in Jahannam)." {Surah Haaqqa, verse 37}
The Bedouin then said, "You have spoken the truth, O Ameerul Mu'mineen. It is
(1} Abu Ya'la, Ibn Asaakir and Ibn Abi Dawood.
(2) Ibn Abi Dawood and Ibn Asaakir, as quoted in Muntakhab Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.5 Pg.185). Ibn Sa'd
{Vol.4 Pg.174) has reported a similar narration.
(3) Haakim (Vol.3 Pg.549) and Abu Nu'aym in his Hilya (Vol.1 Pg.334).
(4) 1bn Abdul Birr in his Ilm,
(6) Hannaad, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.5 Pg.234).
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not like Allaah to just leave His servant (in Jahannam)." Hadhrat Ali &% then
turned to Hadhrat Abul Aswad Duwali and said, "All types of non-Arabs are
entering into the fold of Islaam, so include something (in the Qur'aanic script) by
which they may receive guidance to recite properly." It was then that the Fatha,
Dhamma and Kasra(!) were written.

For A Leader to Appoint someone to Teach the People
Hadhrat Urwa )&% reports that when Rasulullaah #88% left for Hunayn, he
appointed Hadhrat Mu'aadh bin Jabal &)&i@% over the people of Makkah with
instructions to teach the Qur'aan to the people and to create an understanding of
Deen amongst them. Thereafter, when Rasulullaah &#8 left for Madinah, he
again appointed Hadhrat Mu'aadh bin Jabal J&s5 over the people of Makkah.®)
Hadhrat Mujaahid narrates that Rasulullaah #&% appointed Hadhrat Mu'aadh bin
Jabal ¥JG@% over the people of Makkah when he left for Hunayn so that he
should create an understanding of Deen amongst them and teach them the

Qur’aan.(4)

Can a Leader Prevent Someone from
Proceeding in the path of Allaah for the
sake of Knowledge?

Hadhrat Umar &&@% Confines Hadhrat Zaid bin
Thaabit ¥J5@% in Madinah to Teach the People

Hadhrat Qaasim narrates that whenever Hadhrat Umar &J&@% left on a journey,
he would leave Hadhrat Zaid bin Thaabit &% as his deputy in Madinah.
Whereas Hadhrat Umar &)&i¢ used to dispatch men to various cities (for
teaching), he would send Hadhrat Zaid bin Thaabit &J&#% only for the most vital
tasks (but would otherwise keep him in Madinah). When requests were made (by
the people of the various Islaamic territories) to send specific people and Hadhrat
Zaid @&@s5 was asked for by name, Hadhrat Umar 4% would say, "Zaid's
status in my estimation has not fallen at all. I keep him back only because the
people of Madinah need Zaid in the matters they encounter and cannot get from
anyone else what they get from him."(®
Hadhrat Saalim bin Abdullaah says, "We were with Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar
@81 the day Hadhrat Zaid bin Thaabit ¥}&@ passed away. 'A great Aalim has
passed away today," Iremarked.'MayAllaah shower His mercy on him today,' Hadhrat
Abdullaah bin Umar &J&@% commented, 'He was certainly a great Aalim and
academic during the Khilaafah of Umar &@i¥5. While Umar )&% dispatched
l(l) These are the diacritical marks found above and beneath Arabic letters indicating which vowel
sound is to be read.
(2) Bayhagqi, Ibn Asaakir and Ibn Najjaar, as quoted in Xanzu/ Ummaal (Vol.5 Pg.237).
{3) Haakim (Vol.3 Pg.270).

(4) Ibn Sa'd (Vol.4 Pg.164).
(5) 1bn Sa'd (Vol.4 Pg.174).
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many people to the various cities an forbade them from passing verdicts by their
own judgment, Zaid &% used to sit in Madinah and pass verdicts for the
people of Madinah and those coming from outside."(!)

Hadhrat Zaid bin Thaabit &l\5®% Teaches People
During the Khilaafah of Hadhrat Uthmaan &J&5@5%
and the Statement of Hadhrat Umar &&E@:%
Concerning Hadhrat Mu'aadh &&5@2's

Leaving for Shaam

Hadhrat Abu Abdur Rahmaan Sulami reports that he used to recite the Qur'aan to
‘Hadhrat Uthmaan $}&@%. However, Hadhrat Uthmaan &3&@% once tolq him, "If
you continue to do this, you will be distracting me from tending to public
matters. You had rather go to Zaid bin Thaabit ¥J&i% because he has more time
for this. Recite to him because his and my recitation is the same, without any
differences whatsoever." 2)

The narration has already passed® in which Hadhrat Ka'b bin Maalik %G5
narrates that Hadhrat Umar $&% used to say, "The departure of Hadhrat
Mu'aadh bin Jabal $4&i#% to Shaam was an event that presented much difficulty
to Madinah and its people with regard to questions of Islaamic jurisprudence and
the religious rulings (Fataawa) that Hadhrat Mu'aadh %1% issued. I had spoken
to Hadhrat Abu Bakr ¥3&#% about keeping Hadhrat Muaa'dh &5 behind (in
Madinah) because the people needed him but Hadhrat Abu Bakr %55 refused
this request saying, 'l cannot stop a man who wants to go somewhere in search
of martyrdom.' I responded by saying, '‘By Allaah! When a person is serving
+ important interests of his townspeople, he will be blessed with the status of a
martyr even as he lies on his bed in his own home."

Dispatching the Sahabah #&E5 to
Various Lands for Teaching

Rasulullaah %% Dispatches a Group of Sahabah

@E5Ws to Educate the Udhal and Qaara Tribes

Hadhrat Aasim bin Umar bin Qat'aadah’ narrates that delegates from the Udhal
and Qaara tribes, both branches of the Jadeelah clan, came to Rasulullaah 8388
after the Battle of Uhud. They requested Rasulullaah &8% saying, "Islaam has
come to our land, so please send some of your companions with us to teach
us the Qur'aan and assist us in understanding Islaam.” Rasulullaah 828 then
sent six Sahabah &% the Ameer of whom was Hadhrat Marthad bin. Abu
(1) Ibn Sa'd (Vol.4 Pg.176).

(2) Ibn Ambaari, as quoted in Muntakhak Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.5 Pg.184).

(3) Under the heading "The Enthusiasm of the Sahabah #&&@s% to March in Jihaad for the Pleasure of
Allaah" and the subheading "The Incident of Hadhrat Umar &)&i% and Hadhrat Abu Bakr @N&@s

Concerning the Departure of Hadhrat Mu'aadh $18@5"
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Marthad ¥)8i5%, who was a close friend of Hadhrat Hamzah bin Abdul Muttalib
6055, The Hadith then continues to speak about the Battle of Rajee. (!

Rasulullaah 4528 Sends Hadhrat Ali )&% and
Hadhrat Abu Ubaydah bin Jarraah G52
to Yemen

Hadhrat Ali 4J&@% narrates, "Some people from Yemen once came to
Rasulullaah §8% saying, 'Please send to us someone who will help us develop an
understanding of the Deen, who will teach us the Sunnah and judge between us
by the Book of Allaah.' Rasulullaah #38L said, 'O Ali! Go to the people of Yemen,
develop an understanding of Deen amongst them, teach them the Sunnah and
judge between them by the Book of Allaah.' I responded by saying, 'But the
people of Yemen are a foolish bunch who will bring me cases about which I will
have no knowledge.' Rasulullaah &% placed his hand on my chest and
reassured me saying, 'Go. Allaah shall guide your heart and make your tongue
unwavering.' (By the blessings of this du'aa) Until this day, [ have never doubted
any judgement I have passed between two persons.” @)

Hadhrat Anas @2 narrates that some people from Yemen once approached
Rasulullaah 48 with the request, "Do send with us someone who will teach us
the Quraan." Rasulullaah #8885 took hold of the hand of Hadhrat Abu Ubaydah
bin Jarraah %E@®% and sent him with them saying, "This is the most trustworthy
person of this Ummah." ) Another narration states that the people of Yemen
requestid Rasulullaah #&8 for someone who would teach them the Sunnah and
Islaam. )

Rasulullaah #2% Sends Hadhrat Amr bin Hazam
&5is, Hadhrat Abu Moosa Ash'ari 52 and
Hadhrat Mu'aadh bin Jabal &jE@% to Yemen
Hadhrat Abu Bakr bin Muhammad bin Amr bin Hazam said, "Here with us is the
letter (of appointment) that Rasulullaah §3% had written for Hadhrat Amr bin
Hazam 4J&@% when Rasulullaah %28 sent him to Yemen to educate the people
(in Islaam), to teach them the Sunnah and to collect their zakaah. The letter was
an undertaking from Hadhrat Amr bin Hazam @&}&@% and a briefing. The letter

stated:
"In the name of Allaah, the Most Kind, the Most Merciful
This is a letter from Allaah and His Rasool 885,

~ I T T S PP Py
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O you who have Imaan, fulfil the undertakings you make. {Surah

Maa'idah, verse 1}

(1) Haakim (vol.3 Pg.222).
(2) Ibn Jareer, as quoted in Muntakhab Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.5 Pg.37).
{3) Haakim (Vol.3 Pg.267).
(4) Ibn Sa'd (Vol.3 Pg.299).
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This is an undertaking that Muhammad Rasulullaah 3% is making with Amr bin
Hazam when dispatching him to Yemen. His instructions are to have Taqwa in all
matters because verily Allaah loves those who have Taqwa and those who do
good." (V '

Hadhrat Abu Moosa Ash'ari &J&@% reports that Rasulullaah %388 send him and
Hadhrat Mu'aadh bin Jabal ¥&@®% to Yemen with instructions to teach the
Qur'aan to the people. %)

Rasulullaah %&% Sends Hadhrat Ammaar %)\5@% to
a Clan belonging to the Qais Tribe

Hadhrat Ammaar bin Yaasir 4645 relates, "Rasulullaah #&% once sent me to a
clan belonging to the Qais tribe to teach them the Shari'ah of Islaam. However, |
found them to be like wild camels, with their gazes always aspiring for more and
with no other interests besides their goats and camels. I therefore returned to
Rasulullaah %88, who asked, 'O Ammaar! What happened? When 1 related to
Rasulullaah #2%£ what the people were like and how indifferent they were,
Rasulullaah #33 said, 'O Ammaar! Should I not inform you of people even
stranger than these? They are people who know what these people are ignorant
of and are still indifferent towards it as these people are."()

Hadhrat Umar ¥ Dispatches Hadhrat
Ammaar ¥J5s and Hadhrat Abdullaah bin
Mas'ood &5 to Kufa and sends Hadhrat

" I

Imraan &E@% to Basrah
Hadhrat Haaritha bim Mudarrib narrates that he read the letter Hadhrat Umar

BI&@5 wrote to the people of Kufa. The letter read:

"I have sent Ammaar @@ as your governor and Abdullaah bin Mas'ood &JEEss
as your teacher and advisor. These two are from amongst the choicest
companions of Rasulullaah #$88% so listen to them and follow them. Take note
that | have given precedence to you people over myself by sending Abdullaah bin
Mas'ood 41155 to you (because I require him here in Madinah)." (4)

Hadhrat Abul Aswad Duwali says, "When 1 arrived in Basrah, Hadhrat Imraan bin
Husayn Abu Nujayd %)&i#% was there. Hadhrat Umar bin Khattaab “N\S@% had
sent him there to create an understanding of Deen amongst the people." )

Hadhrat Umar ¥&E@% Dispatches Hadhrat
Mu'aadh bin Jabal £J&@®% and Hadhrat Abu
Dardaa £JG@2 to Shaam
Hadhrat Muhammad bin Ka'b Qurazi &&E#5 reports that only five persons (from

(1) Ibn Abi Haatim, as quoted in the 7afSeerof Ibn Katheer (vVol.2 Pg.3).

(2) Abu Nu'aym in his Hilya (Vol.1 Pg.256).

(3) Bazzaar and Tabraani in his Kabeer, as quoted in Targheeb wat Tarheeb (Vol.1 Pg.91).
(4) Ibn Sa'd (Vol.6 Pg.7).

(5) Ibn Sa'd (Vol.7 Pg.10).
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amongst the Ansaar) had memorised the entire Qur'aan during the lifetime of

Rasulullaah %28, These were Hadhrat Mu'aadh bin jabal &JGis5, Hadhrat
Ubaadah bin Saamit &5, Hadhrat Ubay bin Ka'b 418455 Hadhrat Abu Ayyoob
655 and Hadhrat Abu Dardaa )65, It was during the Khiizafeh of Hadhrat
Umar &G that Hadhrat Yazeed bin Abu Sufyaan &J&i%2 vrote to Hadhrat
Umar &&E@2 with the request, "The population of Shaam is great. The cities are
overflowing with people who have accepted I1slaam and are in dire riced of people
to teach them the Qur'aan and to create an understanding of Deen amongst
them. O Ameerul Mu'mineen! Do assist me by sending men who will teach them."
Hadhrat Umar &)@ then sent for the five Ansaar mentioned and said to them,
"Your brothers in Shaam have pleaded to me to send to them people who will be
able to teach them the Qur'aan and create and understanding of Deen amongst
the people. Please assist me with three of you. May Allaah shower His Mercy on
you! You may draw lots if you please, or if there are any volunteers amongst you,
they may leave immediately." "There is no need to draw lots," they submitted,
"While this man Abu Ayyoob @@ is too old, this man Ubay bin Ka'b &5 is
ill." It was therefore Hadhrat Mu'aadh bin Jabal &3&#%, Hadhrat Ubaadah bin
Saamit &% and Hadhrat Abu Dardaa $&&@s2 who went.

Hadhrat Umar &JG@#s's instructions to them was, "Start with Hims because there
is a variety of people there and there you will find such people who learn very
quickly. When you identify such people, direct the others towards them (to learn).
~ When you are eventually satisfied with the people there, one of you may remain
behind while the second proceeds to Damascus and the third to Palestine."

The three Sahabah ¥&)&@2 therefore proceeded to Hims, where they stayed until

they were satisfied with the (learning of the) people. Hadhrat Ubaadah )&
stayed on there while Hadhrat Abu Dardaa &)\&5i#% proceeded to Damascus and
Hadhrat Mu'aadh @5 to Palestine. Hadhrat Mu'aadh £3&@% stayed on in
Palestine until he passed away there in the plague of Amwaas. Hadhrat
Ubaadah bin Saamit £I5i5% then left for Palestine and also passed away there.

As for Hadhrat Abu Dardaa }5%5%, he lived in Damascus until his death. (V)

Undertaking Journeys in Search
of knowledge

Hadhrat Jaabir &IG@% Travels to Shaam and to

Egypt to Hear Two Ahadeeth of Rasulullaah %%

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Muhammad bin Ageel reports that he once heard Hadhrat
Jaabir ¥)&4%% say, "The news once reached me that there was a man who had
heard a particular Hadith from Rasulullaah &882. | purchased a camel, tied a
carriage to it and rode for a month until 1 reached Shaam. When 1 discovered that

Tz

the man was Abdullaah bin Unays &i\54@s5, [ (went to his house and) said to his

(1) Ibn Sa'd (Vol.4 Pg.172) and Haakim, as quoted in Kanzu/ Ummaal (Vol.1 Pg.281). Bukhaari has
reported a similar narration in his Taareekh Sagheer (Pg.22).
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usher, 'Tell him that Jaabir is at the door.' 'The son of Abdullaah?' he enquired.
When 1 replied in the affirmative, Abdullaah bin Unays &% rushed out,
tripping over his clothes (in the rush). He hugged me and I hugged him, after
which I asked, 'A Hadith narrated by you has reached me concerning retribution.
(I have come to you because) I feared that either you or me would die before I
had the opportunity of hearing it (directly from you)."

Abdullaah bin Unays 43@% said, "I heard Rasulullaah ¢388£ say, "On the Day of
Qiyaamah Allaah shall resurrect people naked, uncircumcised and
empty-handed.” When someone asked one of the narrators what was meant by
empty-handed,.he replied that people will have nothing of their worldly
possessions with them. Then in a voice that those. far off can hear just as well as
those nearby, Allaah will make an announcement stating, 'l am the One Who pays
back in full and I am the Master! It is not proper for any person destined for
Jahannam to enter Jahannam while a person in Jannah owes him some right that
I have not claimed for him. Similarly, it is not proper for any person destined for
Jannah to enter Jannah while a person in Jahannam owes him some right that I
have not claimed for him, even though it may be retribution for a single.slap.' We
asked, 'How will this retribution be done when people will be naked,
uncircumcised and empty-handed?' Rasulullaah ¢88£ replied, '1t will be done with
good and bad deeds (people will pay for their injustices by giving their good
deeds to the wronged party and when their goed deeds are exhausted, they will
be burdened with the sins of the wronged party)."'“)

Hadhrat Jaabir 43&@s% says, "lused tohearaHadith from Rasulullaah 8% concerning
retribution which was being narrated by someone in Egypt. I therefore purchased
a camel and travelled until I reached Egypt. I then headed for the door of the
man..." The Hadith is then similar to the one above. ?)

Hadhrat Maslamah bin Mukhallad %1% narrates, "It was during the period that
I was governor of Egypt that my usher once came to me saying, 'There is a
Bedouin at the door riding a camel who is requesting to see you.' 'Who are you?' |
asked. 'l am Jaabir bin Abdullaah of the Ansaar,' he replied. Looking at him (from
the upper storey), I said, 'I can come down to you or, if you prefer, you may come
up here." He said, 'Neither should you come down, nor shall 1 be coming up. I
have heard that you narrate a particular Hadith from Rasulullaah $% about
concealing the faults of a Mu'min. I have come to listen to it.' I said, 'I have heard
Rasulullaah %% say that the person who conceals a fault of a Mu'min is like
one who has given life to a girl who has been buried alive.' He then whipped
his camel to lead it back home." ®

Hadhrat Muneeb narrates from his uncle that the news once reached a particular
Sahabi #)&@% that another Sahabi ¥)&@% was narrating a Hadith stating that
when a Muslim conceals the faults of his fellow Muslim brother in this world,

(1) Ahmad and Tabraani. Haythami (Vol.1 Pg.133) has commented on the chain of narrators. Bukhaari
in his Adab and Abu Ya'la have reported a similar narration, as quoted in Fat'hul Baari (Vol.1
Pg.127), as have Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami (Vol.1 Pg.93) and Haakim (Vol.4 Pg.574).

(2) Tabraani in Masnadush Shaami'een and Tammaam in his Fawaa'id, as quoted in Fat'hul Baari.

(3) Tabraani in his Awsat. Haythami has commented on the chain of narrators.
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Allaah shall conceal his faults on the Day of Qiyaamah. He therefore travelled all
the way to Egypt to ask the Sahabi &J&@% about the Hadith. The other Sahabi
E)5W% confirmed saying, "Yes, 1 have heard Rasulullaah s say that when a
Muslim conceals the faults of his fellow Muslim brother in this world, Allaah

shall conceal his faults on the Day of Qiyaamah." The first Sahabi &I\&5i% then
said, "I too have heard this Hadith from Rasulullaah #&."())

Hadhrat Abu Ayyoob Ansaari &J&#:2 Travels to
Egypt to Hear a Hadith from Hadhrat Ugba
bin Aamir &)&E®2

Hadhrat Ibn Jurayj narrates that Hadhrat Abu Ayyoob Ansaari &)\ travelled all
the way to Egypt to see Hadhrat Ugba bin Aamir &% When he arrived there,
he said, "I wish to ask you about a Hadith that besides you and I, no other
companion of Rasulullaah ##% survives who had heard it. What did you hear
Rasulullaah %88 say about concealing the faults of a Muslim?" Hadhrat Ugba
)E5wss replied, "l have heard Rasulullaah #2% say, 'Whoever conceals the fault
of a Mu'min in this world, Allaah shall conceal his faults on the Day of
Qiyaamah." Hadhrat Abu Ayyoob ¥I&@®% then returned to Madinah and had
already narrated the Hadith to others before even alighting from his
conveyance.?)

Hadhrat Ugba bin Aamir &&E®% Travels to see

Hadhrat Maslama bin Mukhallad 5@ and

another Sahabi &5 Travels to see Hadhrat

Fudhaala bin Ubayd &\&5@%

Hadhrat Makhool narrates that when Hadhrat Ugba bin Aamir ¥&&% went to
see Hadhrat Maslama bin Mukhallad ¥}&@%, an argument ensued beween the
usher and Hadhrat Uqba %§#s. Hearing the voice of Hadhrat Ugba $&)&iks,
Hadhrat Maslama &J&#% permitted him entry. (When he entered) Hadhrat Ugba
5% said, "I have not come merely to visit you, but have come for an urgent
need. Do you remember the day when Rasulullaah #88 said, 'If a person
conceals a sin that he knows his brother committed,, Allaah will conceal his sins
on the Day of Qiyaamah'?" When Hadhrat Maslama &&®% confirmed that he did
remember, Hadhrat Uqba %655 said, "That is why I have come." ()
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Buraydah narrates that a Sahabi )&% once travelled all
the way to Egypt to see Hadhrat Fudhala bin Ubayd &% about a Hadith. “4)
Another similar narration adds the Sahabi &&#% came to Hadhrat Fudhala

&JEWs5 at a time when he was feeding his camel. When Hadhrat Fudhala &@@%

2 gy gty

welcomed the Sahabi %JE@%, he said, "I have not come on a mere visit. Both you

(1) Ahmad. Haythami (Vol.1 Pg.134) has commented on the chain of narrators.

(2) Ahmad. A similar narration has been reported by 1bn Abdul Birr in his /stiaab (Vol.1 Pg.93).
(3) Tabraani in his Kabeer and Awsat, as quoted by Haythami (Vol.1 Pg.134).

(4) Abu Dawood, as quoted in Fat'hul Baari (Vol.1 Pg.128).
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and I have heard a particular Hadith from Rasulullaah #88£ and I (have come in
the) hope that you still remember it." "What is the Hadith?" Hadhrat Fudhala
)55 asked. The narration continues further. (!

- Hadhrat Ubaydullaah bin Adi ¥J&@2 Travels to see
Hadhrat Ali &)E@% and the Statement of Hadhrat
Abdullaah bin Mas'ood &5 Concerning

Travelling in Search of Knowledge
Hadhrat Ubaydullaah bin Adi )&% says, "When I heard that Hadhrat Ali $&JGi@s5
knew a particular Hadith, I feared that if he passed away, I would be unable to
hear it from anyone else. I therefore embarked on my journey until I reached him in
Iraq." 2’ Another narration adds that Hadhrat Ubaydullaah bin Adi %155 said,
"When I asked Hadhrat Ali %J58% about the Hadith, he narrated it to me but then
made me promise that I would never report it to anyone else. I wish that he had
not done that so that I could have narrated it to you people." @)
The statement of Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ¥3%{% shall shortly be related
in which he said, "If 1 knew of anyone who has more knowledge of Allaah's
Book than I, I would definitely travel to him." ()
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood &)&@% also said, "If a camel could take me to a
person who has more knowledge of what has been revealed to Muhammad #5%5%
than I have, I shall certainly go to him to increase the knowledge I have." ®)

Learning from Worthy and Reliable People
and what Happens when Knowledge Lies
with People Unworthy of it

Rasulullaah %28 Sends Hadhrat Abu Tha'laba
)55 to Learn from Hadhrat Abu Ubaydah bin
Jarraah &E®% and Praises him
Hadhrat Abu Tha'laba % says, "I once went to Rasulullaah ¢85 with the
request to refer me to someone who could teach well. Rasulullaah $38£ then
referred to Hadhrat Abu Ubaydah bin jarraah %J&@%, saying, 'I am referring you
to someone who will give you excellent education and teach you exceptional
manners." ©)
Another narration states that Hadhrat Abu Tha'laba &)&@% added, "When [ came
to Hadhrat Abu Ubaydah bin Jarraah &I&i¥%, he was busy talking with Hadhrat
(1) Daarmi (Pg.55).
(2) Khateeb, as quoted in Fat'hul Baari (Vol.1 Pg.128). Ibn Asaakir has reported a similar narration, as
quoted in Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.5 Pg.239).
(3) Ibn Asaakir has reported a similar narration, as quoted in Kanzu/ Ummaal (Vol.5 Pg.239).
(4) Bukhaari.

(5) Ibn Asaakir.
(6) Ibn Asaakir, as quoted in Kanzu/ Ummaal (Vol.7 Pg.95).
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Basheer bin Sa'd Abu Nu'maan 4)\&i55 Seemg me approach, they fell silent. 'O

Abu Ubaydah!' I said, 'By Allaah! ThlS is not how Rasulullaah 8% addressed me -
(he did not fall silent when I came).' He said, 'Sit down so that we may narrate a

Hadith to you. Rasulullaah #8 said, 'While you now have a Nabi in your midst,

there shall soon come Khilaafah on the pattern of Nabuwaat, to be followed by

monarchy and tyranny." (!

Rasulullaah $% Makes it Clear that Seeking
Knowledge from Unworthy People is Amongst the
Signs of Qiyvaamah

Hadhrat Anas )&% narrates, "I once asked Rasulullaah 83 when the time will
come when people will stop enjoining good and forbidding evil. Rasulullaah #58%
replied, 'When that appears amongst you as appeared amongst the Bani
Israa'eel before you.' 'O Rasulullaah ¥28ET we submitted, 'And what was that?'
Rasulullaah %% replied, 'When the best amongst you start to compromise
(principles), when the sinners amongst you start being shameless, when
kingship falls to the lot of your youngsters and when the knowledge of Deen is
carried by the wretches amongst you." @)

Hadhrat Abu Umayyah jumhi %J&@% reports that when they once asked
Rasulullaah #28 about the signs of Qiyaamah, Rasulullaah ##% said, "Amongst
the signs of Qiyaamah is that knowledge will be sought from juniors." )

Statements of Hadhrat Umar %)&#% and Hadhrat
Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ¥JE@% Concerning

Acquiring Knowledge from Seniors

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Ukaym narrates that Hadhrat Umar &% used to say,
"Remember that the most truthful words are those of Allaah,. the best way of life
is that of Muhammad %8 and the worst of matters are those that have been
fabricated (matters that have been made part of Deen when they are not). Take
note of the fact that people will always remain in good stead as long as their
knowledge comes to them from their seniors." ()

Hadhrat Bilaal bin Yahya reports that Hadhrat Umar &5 said, "I know exactly
when people will remain righteous and when they will start to degenerate. When
the knowledge of Deen will stem from juniors, the seniors will disregard them
{and degeneration will start). However, when knowledge will stem from the
seniors and the juniors will follow them, both groups will be rightly guided." ()
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ¥&#% said, "People will always remain

(1) Tabraani. Haythami (Vpl.5 Pg.189) has commented on the chain of narrators.

(2) Ibn Asaakir and Ibn Najjaar, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.2 Pg.139). Ibn Abdul Birr has also
reported the narration in his Jaami (Vol:1 Pg.157)

(3) 1bn Abdul Birr in his Jaami. Tabraani has also reported the narration but Haythami (Vol.1 Pg.135)
has commented on the chain of narrators.

(4) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami (Vol.1 Pg.158).

(5) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami (Vol.1 Pg.158).
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righteous and steadfast as long as their knowledge of Deen comes to them from
the Sahabah #&E5 of Rasulullaah 4%% and from their seniors. However, as
soon as it starts coming from their juniors, they will all be destroyed." (!)

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood &J&@% also said, "People will always remain in
good stead as long as they acquire their knowledge of Deen from their seniors.
However, as soon they start acquiring it from their juniors and sinners, they will
all be destroyed." )

Another narration quotes Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood &% as saying, "You
people will remain in good stead as long as the knowledge of Deen remains in
the custody of your seniors. However, as soon as it is entrusted to the juniors,
they will start to regard the seniors as fools."

Hadhrat Mu'aawiya ¥&@% and Hadhrat Umar
@)E@®% Both Warn Against Acquiring Knowledge
from people who are not Worthy of it
Hadhrat Mu'aawiya %63 said, "Verily the most effective tool for leading people
astray is a man who recites the Qur'aan without understanding it and then
proceeds to teach it to children, slaves and women who in turn use it to argue

with the scholars.” )

Hadhrat Umar bin Khattaab &% said, "I do not fear for this Ummah a Mu'min
whose Imaan restrains him nor a sinner whose sinful life is manifest. However,
what 1 do fear for them is a man who learns the Qur'aan until his tongue is fluent
with it but then interprets the Qur'aan in a manner it should not be
interpreted.” )

Hadhrat Ugba bin Aamir ¥)&E@% Emphasises to his
Children to Accept Ahadeeth Only from

Reliable Sources
When Hadhrat Ugba bin Aamir &J&{#%% was on his deathbed, he advised his sons
saying, "Dear sons! [ forbid you from three things, so take note of what they are.
Never accept a Hadith of Rasulullaah $##5 except from a reliable person, never
ask for loans even though you may have to wear coarse clothing and never take
to writing poetry because it will distract your hearts from the Qur'aan." (©)

The Sermon Hadhrat Umar £15Ws Delivered at
Jaabiyah About Acquiring Knowledge from the

Scholars of the Sahabah &GS
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas &J&{% narrates that it was at Jaabiya that Hadhrat

(1) Tabraani in his Kabeer and Awsat, reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami (Vol.1
Pg.135). Ibn Abdul Birr has also reported the narration in his Jaami (Vol.1 Pg.159).

(2) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami (Vol.1 Pg.159).

(3) bn Abdul Birr in his Jaami (Vol.1 Pg.159).

(4) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami (Vol.2 Pg.194).

(5) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami (Vol.2 Pg.194).

(6) Tabraani. Haythami (Vol.1 Pg.140) has commented on the chain of narrators.
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Umar &05@% delivered a sermon to the people saying, "Whoever has any queries
about the Qur'aan should go to Ubay bin Ka'b #1%i%, whoever has any queries
about inheritance should go to Zaid bin Thaabit &&®%, whoever has any
queries about Figh should go to Mu'aadh bin Jabal ¥)\&#% and whoever requires
money should come to me because Allaah has given me authority over it and

entrusted me with its distribution." (!

Salutations and Glad Tidings for the Student

Rasulullaah £&% Welcomes Hadhrat Safwaan
bin Assaal &5

The narration has passed at the beginning of the chapter(z) in which Hadhrat
Safwaan bin Assaal Muraadi £J&&55 says, "I once came to Rasulullaah &8 in the
Masjid as he was reclining on his red shawl. 'O Rasulullaah 8881 | said, 'I have
come to seek knowledge.' Rasulullaah $8#£ exclaimed, 'Welcome to the seeker
of knowledge! Verily out of the love for what the person seeking knowledge is
out to seek, the angels encircle him with their wings and then mount each
other until they reach the sky above the earth."

Hadhrat Abu Sa'eed Khudri &5 Welcomes

Some Students
Hadhrat Abu Haaroon narrates that whenever they went to Hadhrat Abu Sa'eed
Khudri &JE@5, he would say, "Welcome to the people about whom Rasululiaah
#58 gave us emphatic instructions! Rasulullaah &% said, 'People are your
followers and men will come from far-off places to acquire an understanding of
Deen from you. When they come to you, it is my emphatic instruction to you to
treat them well." ()
Another narration states that Hadhrat Abu Sa'eed Khudri &i&@% quoted
Rasulullaah 888 as saying, "People will come from the East to learn from you. It
is my emphatic instruction that when they come to you, you must treat them
well." Hadhrat Abu Haaroon narrates that whenever Hadhrat Abu Sa'eed Khudri
$E®s saw them, he would say, "Welcome to the people about whom
Rasulullaah 88 gave us emphatic instructions!" (4)
Another narration® adds that part of Rasulullaah §3¥'s instruction was, "Teach
them that which Allaah has taught you." Yet another narration states that
Rasulullaah #38% said, "Soon people will come to you from the ends of the earth
to ask you about your Deen. When they arrive, accommodate them and teach

them and it is my emphatic instruction that you must treat them well."

(1) Tabraani in his Awsat. Haythami (Vol.1 Pg.135) has commented on the chain of narrators.

(2) Under the heading "The Encouragement Rasulullaah #2#: Gave towards Knowledge" and the
subheading "Rasulullaah #58% Welcomes Hadhrat Safwaan bin Assaal &)&@% who had come to
Seek Knowledge".

(3) Tirmidhi.

(4) Tirmidhi and Ibn Maajah (Pg.37). Haakim (Vol.1 Pg.88) has reported a similar narration from
reliable sources as confirmed by Dhahabi.

(5) Ibn Jareer and Ibn Asaakir.
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Yet another narration states that Rasulullaah 838 added, "Teach them and'say to
them, 'Welcome! Welcome! Come closer!™(!)

Whenever the young students came to Hadhrat Abu Sa'eed Khudri @5, he
would say, "Welcome to the people about whom Rasulullaah &84 gave us
emphatic instructions! Rasulullaah &8 gave us instructions to accommodate
them in our gatherings and to make them understand the Ahadeeth because you
people are our successors and are the ones who will narrate Ahadeeth after us."
Amongst the things Hadhrat Abu Sa'eed Khudri &% used to say to the new
students was, "If there is anything you do not understand, do ask me to explain it
to you because I prefer you leaving here after understanding rather than leaving
without understanding.” )

Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah &5 Welcomes Students

Hadhrat Ismaa'eel reports that so many of them once went to visit Hadhrat Hasan
that they filled his house. Pulling his legs together, he said, "So many of us once
went to visit Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah &% that we filled his house. Pulling his
legs together, he said, 'So many of us once went to visit Rasulullaah &2 that we
filled his house. Rasulullaah $88# was lying down on his side, but when he saw
us, he pulled his legs together and said, 'After my demise, people of various
nationalities shall soon come to you in search of knowledge. You should
welcome them, greet them and teach them.' By Allaah! We have also met such
people (after the Sahabah #&&i5) who neither welcomed us, greeted us nor

taught us anything. All they did when we went to them was to act harshly with
w (3)
us.

Hadhrat Abu Dardaa )&% Smiles when

| Narrating Ahadeeth
Hadhrat Ummu Dardaa GE/&@#5% says, "Whenever Hadhrat Abu Dardaa &)@ narrated
Ahadeeth to people, he would always smile. | once said to him, 'I fear that people
would regard you to be a fool.' He explained, 'Rasulullaah %88 also smiled
whenever he narrated Ahadeeth."

Gatherings of Knowledge and Being in the
Company of Ulema

Rasulullaah 8% Encourages the Gatherings of
Knowledge and the Sahabah &2 Sit in Groups

Around him
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas )&% narrates that Rasulullaah ¢33 was once

(1) Ibn Asaakir, as quoted in XKanzul Ummaal (Vol.5 Pg.243).

(2) Ibn Najjaar, as quoted in Xanzul/ Ummaal (Vol.5 Pg.243).

(3) Ibn Maajah (Pg.37). .

(4) Ahmad and Tabraani in his Kabeer. Haythami (Vol.1 Pg.131) has commented on the chain of
narrators. :
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asked, "O Rasulullaah §3£! Which of our companions are best?" Rasulullaah
#33%E replied, "The person who reminds you of Allaah when you look at him,
whose speech increases your knowledge and whose deeds remind you of the
Aakhirah." (D

Hadhrat Qurra &J&@% reports that when Rasulullaah 838 sat in a gathering, the
Sahabah #&{% would sit in groups around him (to learn and teach, asking
Rasulullaah %88 when they needed to)."

The Gatherings of the Sahabah #&E®% after

the Fajr Salaah
Hadhrat Yazeed'Raqaashi says that after narrating Ahadeeth to them, Hadhrat
Anas &J&@@% would say, "By Allaah! This Hadith has not been learnt as you people
learn when people gather around a person who lectures to them. What used to
happen is that the Sahabah #J&i% used to sit in groups after the Fajr salaah
to recite the Qur'aan and learn the compulsory and optional aspects of Deen.")
Rasulullaah $2£ Sits with a Gathering of the

Sahabah #&&@s that Included many Poor People
Hadhrat Abu Sa'eed Khudri &% relates, "I was sitting with a group of
Muhaajireen amongst whom were people who (because of poverty) had so little
clothing that they were hiding behind each other. A Qaari of ours was busy
reciting the Qur'aan and we were all busy listening to Allaah's Book. Rasulullaah
$28E (arrived there and) said, 'All praise is for Allaah who has created in my
Ummah people with whom 1 have been instructed to remain with." The group
turned and faced Rasulullaah 8%, who recognised none of them besides myself.
Rasulullaah #38# then said, 'O impoverished Muhaajireen, listen to the good
news that you will have perfect light on the Day of Qiyaamah. You will enter
Jannah half a day before the rich, which is equal to five hundred years""(‘“

Rasulullaah ¢34 Prefers the Gathering of

Knowledge to the Gathering of Dhikr
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Amr 4}&@% narrates that Rasulullaah #3 once passed
by two gatherings in his Masjid. While the people in one gathering were making
du'aa to Allaah and concentrating on this, the other was learning and teaching
Figh. Rasulullaah &% remarked, "While both gatherings are doing excellent
work, the one is superior than the other. As for the one, they are making du'aa to
Allaah and concentrating on this. If Allaah wills, He shall grant them (what they
ask) and if He wills, He may refuse them. As for the others, they are learning
and teaching the ignorant and I have been sent as a teacher." Rasulullaah &%

(1) Abu Ya'la. Mundhiri (Vol.1 Pg.76) has commented on the chain of narrators.

(2) Bazzaar.

(3) Majma'uz Zawaa'id (Vol.1 Pg.132).

(4) Bayhaqi, as quoted in A/ Bidaayah wan Nihaayah (Vol.6 Pg.57). Abu Nu'aym has reported the
narration at greater length in his Hilya (Vol.1 Pg.342).
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therefore sat with this second group. M

Hadhrat Abu Moosa Ash'ari &&E@% and Hadhrat
Umar ¥E@% Sit One Night in a Gathering
of Knowledge

Hadhrat Abu Bakr bin Abu Moosa narrates that Hadhrat Abu Moosa #J&@% once
went to Hadhrat Umar $J&5@55 after Isha. "Whatbringsyou here?" Hadhrat Umar &j&@s
asked. "I have come to speak with you," Hadhrat Abu Moosa @J&5 replied. "At
this hour?" Hadhrat Umar 4J&&% remarked. When Hadhrat Abu Moosa %&J&is5
informed Hadhrat Umar &I&#% that it was an important matter of Figh that he
needed to discuss, Hadhrat Umar $&@% sat up and the two men discussed for a
long while. Thereafter, Hadhrat Abu Moosa ¥\&#% said, "What about the
(Tahajjud) salaah, O Ameerul Mu'mineen?" Hadhrat Umar ¥&&@55 replied, "It was
in salaah that I had been engaged (when you arrived)." 2)

The Incident of Hadhrat Jundub Bajali with
Hadhrat Ubay bin Ka'b &l\&5@% Concerning

Seeking Knowledge

Hadhrat Jundub bin Abdullaah Bajali says, "When ! arrived in Madinah to seek
knowledge, 1 entered the Masjid of kasulullaah #5285 where I saw people engaged
in discussions in various groups. Passing by the groups, 1 eventually arrived at a
group in which there sat a pale man wearing two pieces of cloth and who
appeared to have just arrived from a journey. 1 heard him say, 'l swear by the
Rabb of the Kabah that the people in authority have been destroyed and I am not
sorry for them! This he repeated several times. I then sat down with him and he
continued to narrate Ahadeeth for some time. When he got up to leave, I asked
the people who he was. They said, 'He is the leader of the Muslims! He is Hadhrat
Ubay bin Ka'b 4&4is%.'

I then followed him to his house, which I discovered was in a dilapidated state. 1
also discovered that he was very ascetic, had severed all ties with this world and
was a man of habit. When I greeted him, he replied to my greeting and asked mé
where I came from. When I informed him that [ was from Iraq, he remarked,
‘They (Iragis) are people who ask even more questions than 1 do.' This remark
made me very angry and [ immediately fell to my knees, raised my hands like this
before my face and faced the Qibla saying, 'O Allaah! It is to You that I complain.
We have spent our wealth, tired our bodies and rode our conveyances in search
of knowledge. However, when we meet them, they are inhospitable and make
remarks about us!' Hadhrat Ubay )& started to weep and tried to pacify me
saying, 'Oh dear! 1 did not mean to offend you. I really did not mean to offend
you.' He then said, 'O Allaah! I make a promise with You that if you keep me alive
until Friday, I shall definitely state what I heard Rasulullaah %88 say without

(1) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami (Vol.1 Pg.50). Daarmi has reported a similar narration.
(2) Abdur Razzaaq and Ibn Abi Shaybah, as quoted in Kanzu/ Ummaal (Vol.5 Pg.228).
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fearing reproach from anyone.’

After he said that, 1 left him and waited for Friday. When 1 left my room that
Thursday for something, I found the streets jammed with people. I could see
hordes of people on very street 1 took. 'What is the matter with the people?' 1
asked. 'You must be a stranger here?' the people asked. When I confirmed that 1
was, they said, 'The leader of the Muslims Ubay bin Ka'b &% has passed
away.' When [ later met Hadhrat Abu Moosa Ash'ari &J&#% in Iraq and related to
him the incident of Hadhrat Ubay &}&i5, he sighed, 'How tragic! If only he had
lived so that you could have reported his words to usi(!)

- g

Hadhrat Imraan bin Husayn )&% Narrates
Ahadeeth in the Masjid of Basrah

Hadhrat Hilaal bin Yasaaf says, "When | arrived in Basrah and entered the Masjid,
I saw an old man with white hair and a white beard leaning against a pillar and
narrating Ahadeeth to a group of people. When I enquired about the man, I was
informed that he was Hadhrat Imraan bin Husayn )&z, ()

People Flock to the Door of Hadhrat Abdullaah bin
Abbaas “I5w5, who Taught them all Aspects of
Deeni Knowledge

Hadhrat Abu Saalih says, "I have seen such a large gathering around Hadhrat
Abdullaah bin Abbaas &% that if the entire tribe of the Quraysh boasted about
such numbers, they would be the envy of all. 1 have seen so many people flock to
him that the street could not even contain them and none was able to move
forward or backward. When 1 went in and informed him about all the people at
his door, he instructed me to fetch some water for him to perform wudhu. He
then performed wudhu and sat down saying, 'Go outside and announce that
whoever wishes to ask about the Qur'aan and its words and meaning should
come in.' When I went out and made the announcement, the people who entered
filled the room as well as the entire house. In addition to informing them about
everything they asked, he also told them much more. 'Now allow your brothers
the opportunity,' he said.

When they had left, he instructed, 'Go outside and announce that whoever wishes
to ask about the Tafseer of the Qur'aan and its interpretation should come in.'
When I went out and made the announcement, the people who entered filled the
room as well as the entire house. In addition to informing them about everything
they asked, he also told them much more. 'Now allow your brothers the
opportunity,’ he said. When they had left, he again instructed, 'Go outside and
announce that whoever wishes to ask about what is Halaal and Haraam and
about Figh should come in." When I went out and made the announcement, the
people who entered filled the room as well as the entire house. In addition to

(1) Ibn Sa'd (Vol.3 Pg.501).
(2) bn Sa'd (Vol.4 Pg.291).
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informing them about everything they asked, he also told them much more. 'Now
allow your brothers the opportunity,’ he said. ’

When these people had left, he instructed me again saying, 'Go outside and
announce that whoever wishes to ask about inheritance and the likes thereof
should come in.' When 1 went out and made the announcement, the people who
entered filled the room as well as the entire house. In addition to informing them
about everything they asked, he also told them much more. 'Now allow your
brothers the opportunity,’ he said. When they had left, he instructed, 'Go outside
and announce that whoever wishes to ask about Arabic, poetry and rare words
should come in.' When 1 went out and made the announcement, the people who
entered filled the room as well as the entire house. In addition to informing them
about everything they asked, he also told them much more. If the entire tribe of
the Quraysh boasted about such numbers, they would really be the envy of all
because I have never seen such a large gathering around any person." {!)

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood )G Praises the

Gatherings of Knowledge
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood )&% once said, "The best of all gatherings is
the one in which matters of wisdom are discussed." %)
Another narration states that Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ¥}&i% said, "The
best of all gatherings is the one in which matters of wisdom are disseminated
and in which Allaah's mercy is anticipated.” ) .
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood $&@s5 also said, "People with Taqwa are the
chiefs, the jurists are the leaders and attending their gatherings is a means of
increasing (one's Imaan and kﬁowledge)." )

The Statements of Hadhrat Abu Juhayfah &5

and Hadhrat Abu Dardaa %5 in this Regard

" Hadhrat Abu Juhayfah ¥1&@% always used to say, "Sit in the company of the
seniors, associate with the Ulema and mingle with the wise." ©)
Hadhrat Abu Dardaa 4)&@% said, "It is the deep understanding a person has that
will makehimaccompanyandstayin contact with men of knowledge." ) In another
narration, Hadhrat Abu Dardaa &% added sitting in their gatherings.(”)

Respecting the Gatherings of Knowledge

Hadhrat Sahl bin Sa'd Saa'idi &)@ Gets Angry
with People who Fooled Around in his Gathering

Hadhrat Abu Haazim says, "Hadhrat Sahl bin Sa'd Saa'idi 4% was narrating

(1) Abu Nu'aym in his Hilya (Vol.1 Pg.320). Haakim (Vol.3 Pg.538) has reported a similar narration.
(2) Tabraani in his Kabeer, reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami (Vol.1 Pg.167).
(3) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami (Vol.1 Pg.50). )

(4) Tabraani, reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami (Vol.1 Pg.126).

(5) 1bn Abdul Birr in his Jaami (Vol.1 Pg.126).

(6) 1bn Abdul Birr in his Jaami (Vol.1 Pg.127).

(7) Abu Nu'aym in his Hilya (Vol.1 Pg.211).
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the Ahadeeth of Rasulullaah #3# to a group of his people when some of them
started turning to each other and talking. This made Hadhrat Sahl &&@% angry
and he said, 'Look at them! Some of them are turning to talk to each other when
I am narrating to them what my eyes have seen and my €ars have heard. |1 swear
by Allaah that I shall leave them and never return to them ever again! 'Where will
you go?' I asked. ' shall go to wage Jihaad in the path of Allaah,' came the reply.
'But how will you fight in Jihaad,' I submitted, 'when (because of your old age)
you are unable to ride a horse, strike a blow with a sword or éven use a spear?' 'O
Abu Haazim,' he said, '1 shall stand amongst the ranks of the soldiers to be struck

by a stray arrow or rock by which Allaah shall bless me with martyrdom."(1)

The Conduct Of Ulema and Students

Rasulullaah $3%£'s Kind Address to a Youngster

who Requested Permission to Fornicate
Hadhrat Abu Umaamah %34 narrates that a youngster from the Quraysh once
approached Rasulullaah 8 with the request, "O Rasulullaah &1 Do permit
me to fornicate." The Sahabah @J&®% turned to him and started rebuking him
saying, "Don't say that! Don't say that!" 'Bring him closer,” Rasulullaah 88 said.
When the youngster went close to Rasulullaah #28, Rasulullaah §885 asked,
"Would you like someone to fornicate with your mother?" "By Allaah!" the
youngster exclaimed, "l would never tolerate it! May Allaah sacrifice me for you,
O Rasulullaah §2821" "Then," Rasulullaah &8 explained, "other people will also
" not want anyone to fornicate with their mothers."
Rasulullaah 88 continued, "Would you then like someone to fornicate with
your daughter?" "By Allaah!" the youngster exclaimed again, "I would never
tolerate it! May Allaah sacrifice me for you, O Rasulullaah $8851" "Then,"
Rasulullaah ¢ said, "other people will also not want anyone to fornicate with
their daughters.” Rasulullaah %88 asked further, "Would you like someone to
fornicate with your sister?" Again the youngster exclaimed "By Allaah! I would
never tolerate it! May Allaah sacrifice me for you, O Rasulullaah 1" "Then
other people will also not want others to fornicate with their sisters," Rasulullaah
428 said.
Again Rasulullaah 882 asked, "Would you like someone to fornicate with your
paternal aunt?" Again the youngster exclaimed "By Allaah! I would never tolerate
it! May Allaah sacrifice me for you, O Rasulullaah ¢2#5" "Then other people will
also not want anyone to fornicate with their paternal aunts. Would you like
someone to fornicate with your maternal aunt?" "By Allaah! I would never
tolerate it! May Allaah sacrifice me for you, O Rasulullaah 881" the youngster
exclaimed. "Then other people will also not want people to fornicate with their
maternal aunts," Rasulullaah #28 said.
Rasulullaah 882 then placed his hand on the youngster's chest and prayed, "O
Allaah? Forgive his sins, purify his heart and keep him chaste.” Thereafter, the

(1) Tabraani in his Kabeer. Haythami (Vol.1 Pg.155) has commented on the chain of narrators.
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youngster's attention never again swayed in that direction. (!

Rasulullaah $%£ Repeats Himself Thrice to Make

himself Understood
Hadhrat Abu Umaamah &% says, "When Rasulullaah %385 spoke (something
of importance), he would repeat himself thrice so that he would be
understood.” ?)

Hadhrat Aa'isha G&E@2 Instructs Hadhrat Ibn Abi

Saa'ib to hold fast to Three Factors when Teaching
Hadhrat Sha'bi narrates that Hadhrat Aa'isha E8G@% once said to the lecturer of
Madinah Hadhrat Ibn Abi Saa'ib, "You must obey me in three factors, otherwise 1
shall oppose you most vehemently." Hadhrat Ibn Abi Saa'ib said, "I shall most
definitely obey you, O Ummul Mu'mineen! What are they?" Hadhrat Aa'isha
GBSy said, "(Firstly) Refrain from going out of your way to rhyme your du'aas
because Rasulullaah &% and the Sahabah #J&@% never did this. (Secondly)
You should deliver a lecture once every week. If you do not want to do so only
once, you may do so twice or otherwise thrice at the most because you should
never allow people to become tired of the Qur'aan. (Thirdly) 1 never want to
find you going to people who are engaged in some discussion and then you
cut short their talk (by starting your lecture). Rather leave them to talk and
you start your lecture only when they approach you and ask you to talk." ¢

The Conduct of Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood
“)5ws when Teaching

Hadhrat Shaqeeq bin Salamah narrates that Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood
I once came to them and said, "I know well that you people are sitting here
but the only thing that prevents me from coming out to you every time is the fear
of you getting tired. It was the practice of Rasulullaah #%% to consider us
when delivering lectures for fear of ever tiring us out." (9

Hadhrat A'mash narrates that when Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood &5 once
passed by a man delivering a lecture, he said, "O lecturer! Do not make the
people despondent (of Allaah's mercy)." ()

Hadhrat Ali &5 Describes a True Scholar

Hadhrat Ali ¥\%@% once said, "Should I not inform you who a true scholar is. He
is one who neither makes people despondent of Allaah's mercy nor grants them
the licence to disobey Allaah. At the same time, he does not allow them to feel
that they are immune from Allaah's punishment. He is one who does not turn his

(1) Tabraani and Ahmad, reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami (Vol.1 Pg.129).

(2) Tabraani in his kabeer, reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami (Vol.1 Pg.129).

(3) Ahmad, repotting from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami (Vol.1 Pg.191). Abu Ya'la has
reported a similar narration.

(4) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami (vol.1 Pg.105)

(5) Tabraani in his Kabeer. Haythami (Vol.1 Pg.191) has commented on the chain of narrators.
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attention to something else, thereby neglecting the Qur'aan. There is no good in
the Ibaadah that is devoid of (the relevant) knowledge, no good in the knowledge
that is devoid of understanding and piety and no good in the recitation of the
Qur'aan that is devoid of contemplation.” M

Rasulullaah £845's Words to Hadhrat Mu'aadh bin
Jabal &G and Hadhrat Abu Moosa Ash'ari

%)% when Dispatching them to Yemen
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar &% narrates that when Rasulullaah %885 sent
Hadhrat Mu'aadh bin Jabal &% and Hadhrat Abu Moosa Ash'ari ¥)&@s to
Yemen, he addressed them saying, "Assist each other, work together, teil the
people good things and do not make them averse (to the Deen)." When
Hadhrat Mu'aadh ¥&&@% delivered a lecture to the people, he encouraged them
towards Islaam, developing a deep understanding of Deen and the Qur'aan. He
also said, "I can inform you about those destined for jannah and those destined
for Jahannam. A person is destined for Jannah when people speak good of him
and destined for Jahannam when they have no good to speak of him." @)

The Statement of Hadhrat Abu Sa'eed &)&Wwss

)

Concerning the Gatherings of the Sahabah &&EWs
and the Statement of Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar
“)EWs Concerning the True Aalim
Hadhrat Abu Sa'eed Khudri &} said, "When the Sahabah #&E@% of Nabi 45242
sat together, their discussion always concerned Deen unless one of them was

reciting a Surah or having someone else recite a Surah." (%)
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar &&@5% said, "A man can never occupy a respectable

position as a scholar unless he is not jealous of those above him, does not look
down on those beneath him and does not seek a price for his knowledge." )

The Statement of Hadhrat Umar &JEws

Concerning the Conduct of an Aalim
Hadhrat Umar $&@5% said, "Acquire knowledge and teach the people. Learn also
the respectability and composure that goes with it. Humble yourself before those
you learn from as well as before those you teach, and never be arrogant Ulema.
In this manner, your ignorance will be unable to stand up to your knowledge." 5)

(1) Ibn Dharees, Abu Nu'aym in his Hilya (Vol.1 Pg.77), Ibn Asaakir and others, as quoted in Kanzu/
Ummaal (Vol.5 Pg.231). In his Istiaab (Vol.2 Pg.44), Ibn Abdul Birr has reported the words from
Rasulullaah &58%.

(2) Tabraani, reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami (vVol.1 Pg.166).

(3) Haakim (Vol.1 Pg.94), reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Dhahabi.

(4) Abu Nu'aym in his Hilya (Vol.1 Pg.306).

(5) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami (Vol.1 Pg.135). Ahmad in his Zuhd, Bayhagqi, Ibn Abi Shaybah and others
have reported a similar narration.
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The Statement of Hadhrat Ali ¥&@% Concerning

the Conduct of Students

Hadhrat Ali &% said, "Amongst the rights of an Aalim is that you should not
pose too many questions to him, you should not press him to give answers and
should not pressurise him if he chooses to ignore something. Also amongst his
rights is that you should not hold his clothiné (and compel him to teach) when
he is tired, you should never point your finger at him, never hint at him with your
eyes and never question his gatherings. You should also never wait for him to
slip up and if he does, you should wait for him to correct himself and accept his
excuse for the slip-up. Never tell him that someone else opposes his opinion,
never disclose his secrets, never gossip to him about anyone and always
maintain his honour in his presence and his absence. While you may greet
people collectively, greet him specially and sit in front of him. If he has any need,
beat others in serving him and never tire him by sitting too long with him. He is
like a date palm by which you ought to wait for some benefit to fall to you at any
time. The Aalim occupies the status of a person who is fasting while fighting in
Jihaad in the path of Allaah and when he passes away, a void is created in
Islaam that can never be filled until the Day of Qiyaamah. {Also take note that)
Seventy thousand high-ranking angels of the heavens escort the student of
Deen." (D

- The Conduct of Hadhrat Thaabit Bunaani with his
Teacher Hadhrat Anas %35

Hadhrat Jameela the slave woman of Hadhrat Anas &)\&#% who mothered some
of his children says, "Whenever Thaabit came to Hadhrat Anas %}&&%%, Hadhrat
Anas %55 would instruct me to bring him some perfume to apply to his hands
saying, 'Ibn Ummu Thaabit (Hadhrat Thaabit) will not be satisfied until he kisses
my hands."(?

The Conduct of Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas
“I5we with Hadhrat Umar &5@% and his
Awe for him
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas ¥J&@is% says, "For many years [ had wanted to ask
Hadhrat Umar bin Khattaab &J#% about an incident but it was my awe for him
that prevented me from doing so. The opportunity eventually came when he
lagged behind the rest of the people on a journey for Hajj or Umrah because he
needed to attend to the call of nature. It was in a place called Araak in Marruz
Zahraan and I was alone with him when he had completed. 'O Ameerul
Mu'mineen! 1 said, 'For many years I had wanted to ask you about an incident

(1) Murhibi and Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.5 Pg.242), Muntakhab
Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.4 Pg.73) and Khateeb in his Jaami, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.5
Pg.229).

(2) Abu Ya'la. Haythami (Vol.1 Pg.130) has commented on the chain of narrators.
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but my awe for you prevented me from doing so.' 'Do not do that,' he said,
‘Whenever you need to know anything, feel free to ask me. If I know anything, I
shall inform you and if I do not, I shall tell you that 1 know nothing about it and
you may ask someone who does.' I then asked, 'Who are the two women that
Allaah speaks about who acted together against Rasulullaah $38£?' 'They were
Aa'isha E8EM% and Hafsah E8&4s, Hadhrat Umar )&% replied. The narration
continues to relate the incident at length. (1)

The Awe Hadhrat Sa'eed bin Musayyib had for
Hadhrat Sa'd bin Abi Waqqaas &I\5is

Hadhrat Sa'eed bin Musayyib says, "I once said to Hadhrat Sa'd bin Maalik (Abi
Waqqaas) &)&E@2, '1 wish to pose certain questions to you, but I stand in too
much awe of you.' 'Dear son of my brother,' he said, 'do not stand in awe of me. If
you feel that 1 know anything, feel free to ask me." I then asked, 'What was it that
Rasulullaah ##8 said to Hadhrat Ali )&% when he appointed him as his
deputy during the expedition to Tabook?' Hadhrat Sa'd &@% replied,
'Rasulullaah #8# said, 'O Ali! Does it not please you to know that your status
with me is like that of Haaroon S84 with Moosa S3l&."(?)

Hadhrat Jubayr bin Mut'im 4)&%% Responds to a
Question by saying, "I have no knowledge

on the subject”

Hadhrat Uthmaan bin Abdullaah bin Mowhab narrates that Hadhrat Jubayr bin
Mut'im #JG@% was passing through an oasis when the people questioned him
about a matter of inheritance. Hadhrat Jubayr &% responded by saying, "I
have no knowledge on the subject. You may however send someone with me
and 1 will enquire about it on your behalf." The people sent someone with him
and Hadhrat Jubayr 436@% posed the question to Hadhrat Umar %3&@s%. Hadhrat
Umar %}E@% remarked, "Whoever wishes to be an Aalim with keen
understanding should do as Jubayr bin Mut'im &% has done. When asked
about something he did not know, he said, 'Allaah knows best."(®)

The Conduct of Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar
&S5 in his Teaching
Hadhrat Mujaahid reports that when Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar &&@% was
once questioned about an aspect of children's inheritance, he replied, "I do not
know." "What prevents you from replying?" someone asked. His reply was, "When
Abdullaah bin Umar was asked about something he did not know, he replied by

saying, 'l do not know."4)

-¢1) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami (Vol.1 Pg.112).

{2) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami (Vol.1 Pg.112). Ibn Sa'd (Vol.3 Pg.24) has also reported the narration
with some additions.

(3) Ibn Sa'd, as quoted in Kanzul/ Ummaal (Vol.5 Pg.241).

(4) Ibn Abdul Birr in his /stiaab (Vol.2 Pg.52).




256 THE LIVES OF THE SAHABAH f&EJ&55 (vol-3)
Hadhrat Urwa @45 reports that when Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar &3&@53

% was
questioned about something he had no knowledge of, he replied by saying, "I
have no knowledge on the subject." As the man turned to leave, Hadhrat
Abdullaah bin Umar &J@@% said to himself, "When Abdullaah bin Umar was
questioned about something he had no knowledge of, he replied by saying, 'l
have no knowledge on the subject."’“)

Hadhrat Ugba bin Muslim says, "I stayed with Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar
&S@s for thirty four months and on many occasions when he was questioned
about something, he would reply by saying, 'l do not know.' He would then turn
to me saying, 'Do you know what those people wanted (by asking me about
something I had no knowledge of)? They intended making our backs a bridge to
Jahannam."'(z)

Hadhrat Naafi narrates that a man once posed a question to Hadhrat Abduliaah
bin Umar &%, Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar &@5% lowered his head and did
not respond for such a long time that the man thought his question had not been
heard. "May Allaah have mercy on you,” the man said, "Did you not hear my
question?" Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar %% replied by saying, "I certainly did
hear it. However, it seems like you people feel that Allaah will not question us
about the things you ask us about. May Allaah have mercy on you! Leave us to
think about your question. If we have a reply, we will inform you, otherwise we
shall tell you that we do not know." )

Statements of Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood
)8, Hadhrat Ali £)5@% and Hadhrat Abdullaah
bin Abbaas ¥J5@% about an Aalim Conceding that

he does not know
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood &l&#% once said, "O people! When a person is
questioned about something he has knowledge about, he should give the reply
and if he does not have the knowledge, he should say, 'Allaah knows best'. To say

'Allaah knows best' in reply to something one does not know is also and integral
part of knowledge. Addressing His Nabi #585E Allaah says:

- g Morsd . :r-,: I y2e 3 LAy, DS
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(O Rasulullaah %8851 Say, "I do not ask you people for any payment for

this (propagation of the message), and 1 am not among those who

pretend (those who pretend to know something when they do not)."

{Surah Saad, verse 86}(¥
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Basheer states that when Hadhrat Ali bin Abi Taalib
Si% was once asked a question, he replied by saying, "I have no knowledge
on the subject." He then said, "What a great source of comfort! I was questioned

(1) Ibn Sa'd (Vol.4 Pg.144),
(2) 1bn Abdul Birr in his Jaami (Vol.2 Pg.54)
(3) Ibn Sa'd (Vol.4 Pg.168).
(4) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami (Vol.2 Pg.51).
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about something 1 did know and I conceded that I did not know." M

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas &}&#% said, "When an Aalim forsakes the
statement 'l donot know', then hehasreached his point of destruction." Another
narration also states that Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas %}&&#% said, "When an
Aalim omits using the statement 'l do not know', then he has reached his point of
destruction." ?)

The Conduct of Hadhrat Umar &)@, Hadhrat Ali
L)E@s and Hadhrat Uthmaan 4305053

when Teaching
Hadhrat Makhool reports that when Hadhrat Umar &&@% noticed that the
people were getting tired as he narrated Ahadeeth to them, he would occupy
them with planting trees. )
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mus'ab narrates that Hadhrat Umar bin Khattaab &
said, "Do not pay more than forty Awgiya as dowry, even though the bride may be
the daughter of Dhul Udda Qais bin Husayn Haarithi. If anyone pays more, I shall
deposit the surplus into the state treasury.” A tall woman with a flat nose then
stood up from the women's row saying, "You do not have the authority to do
that." "'Why not?" asked Hadhrat Umar ¥E@%. She replied, "Because Allaah
declares:

,,’tff’f’.‘}

SO ERTPIRY (PPN S TA I P
...when you have given one of them a fortune, then do not take
anything from it ..." {Surah Nisaa, verse 20}
To this, Hadhrat Umar $&4% remarked, "The lady is right and the man is
wrong." @)
Hadhrat Muhammad bin Ka'b Qurazi 3@ narrates that a man once posed a
question to Hadhrat Ali #J&@%, to which he gave a reply. "O Ameerul
Mu'mineen!" the man said, "That is not the answer." He then proceeded to give
the correct answer, to which Hadhrat Ali %)&i#% conceded, "You are right and 1
was wrong." He then recited the verse:

(il ichoy iy € 2245 r’-‘ &3 Jé 3%
Above every knowledgeable person is one who is more knowledgeable.
{Surah Yusuf, verse 76}
Hadhrat Sa'eed bin Musayyib says, "Hadhrat Umar bin Khattaab ¥&@% and
Hadhrat Uthmaan bin Affaan %¥&&@% used to debate a question so vehemently
that an onlooker would be convinced that they could never be reconciled.

(1) Sa'd bin Nast, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.5 Pg.241). Daarmi has reported a similar narration
in bried, as quoted in Kanzu/ Ummaal (Vol.5 Pg.243).

(2) Abu Dawood and Maalik as quoted in Jaami Bayaanil Ilm (Vol.2 Pg.54).

(3) Ibn Sam'aani, as quoted in Kanzu/ Ummaal (VolL.5 Pg.131).

(4) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami (Vol.1 Pg.131).

(5) 1bn Abdul Birr in his Jaami (Vol.1 Pg.131). Ibn Jareer has reported a similar narration, as quoted in
Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.5 Pg.241).
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However, they always parted ways most amicably (as if nothing had transpired
between them)." (1)

For a Person to Forsake Attending a gathering of Knowledge so that a Group
of People may Acquire Knowledge

The Incident of Hadhrat Ugba bin Aamir &I&@3
and his Tribe when they Came to Rasulullaah #£8:

Hadhrat Ugba bin Aamir £I&@5% relates, "I arrived riding with twelve members of
my tribe to see Rasulullaah %85 When we had tied our camels, Mustahab
companions said, 'Who will tend to the camels so that the rest of us could go and
receive enlightenment from Rasulullaah %8852 When we return, we will then
convey to him what we heard from Rasulullaah #8%£.' I assumed the
responsibility for a few days until the thought occurred to me that I may be
duping myself because my companions were hearing from Nabi &85 what I was
not hearing and they were learning from him what I was not learning.

I therefore presented myself one day (leaving the others to tend to the camels).
There 1 heard someone say that Nabi #3% said, 'The person who performs a
complete wudhu shall be free of sins as he was on the day his mother gave
birth to him.' This impressed me tremendously. Hadhrat Umar bin Khattaab
“IEBs then said, 'If you think that is impressive, you will be even more
impressed if you had heard what was said before that.' 'Repeat if for me,' 1
pleaded, 'May I be sacrificed for you" He said, 'Rasulullaah #&# said that if a
person dies without ascribing partners to Allaah, Allaah shall open for him all
eight gates of Jannah so that he may enter from whichever gate he pleases.'
Rasulullaah #3%3 then came out to us and I sat in front of him. He however
turned his face away from me several times. When he did it for the fourth time, 1
asked, 'O Nabi of Allaah %3#E1 May my parents be sacrificed for you! Why do you
turn your face away from me?' Rasulullaah #3% then turned to me saying, 'Do
you prefer one or twelve?' Understanding what he meant, I returned to my
companions." 2)

The Incident of Hadhrat Uthmaan bin Abul Aas
©5wss and his Tribe when they Came to Nabi $83%

Hadhrat Uthmaan bin Abul Aas @& reports, "l arrived with the delegation of
the Thaqeef tribe when they came to see Rasulullaah SE%E. We were changing our
clothes at Rasulullaah #88£'s door when it was asked, 'Who will hold our animals
for us?' Each one of us wanted to go to Rasulullaah #8# and did not want to stay
behind. Because 1 was the youngest of them all, I said, 'If it pleases you, I-shall
hold your camels for you on condition that you make a promise to Allaah that
you will wait here for me when you come out.' They made the promise and then
went in to see Rasulullaah %88

(1) Khateeb, as quoted in Kanzu! Ummaal (Vol.5 Pg.241).
(2) Ibn Asaakir, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.1 Pg.77). Abu Nu'aym has also reported the
narration in his Hilya (Vol.9 Pg.307).
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When they came out, they said, 'Come! Let us go.' 'Where to?' | asked. 'Home,'
they replied. 1 protested saying, 'l have left my home to come right here to
Rasulullaah $2¥'s door just to return without seeing him after you had made me
the promise you well acknowledge?!" 'Then hurry,' they said, 'because we have
already done all the questioning for you. There is nothing that we have not asked
Rasulullaah $E#E about.' I then went in and said, 'O Rasulullaah #2851 Pray to
Allaah to grant me a deep understanding of the Deen and to teach me.' 'What was
it you said?' Rasulullaah #3%3£ asked. When I repeated my request, Rasulullaah
#E remarked, 'You have asked me for something that none of your companions
have asked. Go! You are now their Ameer and the Ameer of all of your tribe's
people who come to you." The Hadith still continues further. () In another
narration, Hadhrat Uthmaan bin Abul Aas &% states that when he entered,
Rasulullaah %885 had a copy of the Qur'aan with him. This Rasulullaah ¢85
gave to him when he asked to have it. %)

Learning, Teaching and Rehearsing the
Knowledge of Deen and Questions that
are Appropriate and those that are
Inappropriate

The Sahabah #5w% Rehearse in Rasulullaah &85’
Gathering and Ask him Questions

Hadhrat Anas “&J@@% says, "When we used to sit with Rasulullaah #8# as he
narrated Ahadeeth to us, we would sometimes number as many as sixty. Then
when Rasulullaah %34 needed to leave for some need, we would rehearse
amongst ourselves, repeating (what Rasulullaah ¥598E said) one after the other
so that it was firmly rooted in to hearts by the time we left." ()

Hadhrat Abu Moosa Ash'ari 6% says, "After Rasulullaah %885 performed the
Fajr salaah, we would turn towards him. Some of us would then ask him about
the Qur'aan, others about inheritance and others about dreams.” (4)

The Words of Hadhrat Fudhaala bin Ubayd )G

to his Companions in this Regard
When his companions used to come to him, Hadhrat Fudhaala bin Ubayd &)&#s
would say to them, "Learn and teach each other, convey glad tidings and
increase (your knowledge). May Allaah increase you in all good, love you and
love all those who love you. Rehearse the lessons (you have learnt) because the
reward for the last one is as great as that of the first. You should also add

(1) Tabraani. Haythami (vol.9 Pg.371) has commented on the chain of narrators.

(2) Tabraani.

(3) Abu Ya'la. Haythami (Vol.1 Pg.161) has commented on the chain of narrators.

(4) Tabraani in his Kabeer. Haythami (Vol.1 Pg.159) has commented on the chain of narrators.
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Istighfaar to your discussions.” (1)

Statements of Hadhrat Abu Sa'eed &)&i, Hadhrat
Ali €& Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood &)E@s
and Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas 5%

Concerning Rehearsing what was Learnt
Hadhrat Abu Nadhra says that when they once requested Hadhrat Abu Sa'eed
Khudri $)&@% to write down Ahadeeth for them, he said, "I shall never write it
for you and never make it like the Qur'aan. You should learn the Ahadeeth from
us as we had learnt from Rasulullaah #28 (by memory and not in writing)."
Hadhrat Abu Sa'eed Khudri &5 also used to say, "Rehearse the Ahadeeth
arhd'ngst yourselves because this reinforces the memory." @

Another narration quotes Hadhrat Abu Sa'eed Khudri ¥)&@% as saying, "Rehearse
the Ahadeeth amongst yourselves because this rejuvenates the memory." 3) -
Hadhrat Ali ¥)&i%% said, "Rehearse the Ahadeeth amongst yourselves because if
you do not do this, you will forget them." 4} Another narration states that
Hadhrat Ali )65 also added, "Keep visiting each other." :
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ¥)&®% said, "Rehearse the Ahadeeth amongst
yourselves because this keeps it alive." (6) Another narration quotes Hadhrat
Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ¥}&@:% as saying, "Rehearsing (Deeni knowledge and the
Ahadeeth) reaps the reward of (Nafl) salaah.” (V)
Hadhrat Abdutlaah bin Abbaas @55 said, "I prefer rehearsing the knowledge
of Deen for a part of the night to engaging in Ibaadah throughout the night."®

Hadhrat Umar £J5@% asks Hadhrat Ali &)\&5@%
Three Question and is Overjoyed with the Replies

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar $)\&@#% narrates that Hadhrat Umar &% once
addressed Hadhrat Ali %)@ saying, "O Abul Hasan! There were times when you
were present with Rasulullaah $#8 when we were not and there were times
when we were present with Rasulullaah %% when you were not. 1 have three
questions to pose to you. Do you know anything about them?" "What are they?"
Hadhrat Ali ¥)&@3 asked. Hadhrat Umar 6% said, "(Is it possible that) A man
likes another when he has seen no good in him or dislikes a man when he has
seen no bad in him?" "That is certainly possible," Hadhrat Ali &)&55 replied,
"Rasulullaah #28 once said, 'All souls had been gathered together in
metaphysical realm where they met and associated. Those that got to know each

(1) Tabraani in his Kabeer, reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami (Vol.1 Pg.161).
(2) Tabraani in his Awsat, reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami (Vol.1 Pg.161).
(3) Haakim (Vol.1 Pg.94) and Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami (Vol.1 Pg.111).

(4) Haakim (Vol.1 Pg.95). N

(5) Ibn Abi Shaybah, as quoted by Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami (Vol.1 Pg.101).

(6) Haakim (Vol.1 Pg.95).

(7) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Istiaab (Vol.1 Pg.22).

(8) 1bn Abdul Birr in his Istiaab (Vol.1 Pg.24).
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other there, bond in this world and those who were detached there remain
detached here."™

"That was one question (to which we have a reply)," Hadhrat Umar $&J&@s% said,
"(the second question is that) when speaking about something, a man sometimes
remembers and sometimes forgets." Hadhrat Ali ¥ responded by saying,
"Rasulullach w3 said, 'Every heart has clouds passing over it just as clouds pass
across the moon. While the moon is shining, a cloud passes across it, causing
the light to vanish, but it again shines through once the cloud has passed.
Similarly, when a man is busy speaking, one of the clouds passes across (his
heart), causing him to forget. Then when it passes by, he is once again able to
remember."

"That was two questions," Hadhrat Umar &&i% said, "Now what about a man
who sees dreams, some of which are true and others false." Hadhrat Ali &85
said, "I have a reply for that as well. I heard Rasulullaah #3 say, 'Whenever any
male or female falls into a deep sleep, their soul rises up to the Arsh (Allaah's
throne). Those that awaken after reaching the Arsh have true dreams and those
that awaken before reaching the Arsh have false dreams." Hadhrat Umar $)&ii5
remarked, "These were three answers that I had been in search of. I thank Allaah
that I have found them before my death." )

Hadhrat Umar &&8@% Questions Hadhrat
Abdullaah bin Abbaas &J&is about the
Differences Amongst the Ummah

Hadhrat Ibraaheem Taymi narrates that Hadhrat Umar )&% was alone one day
when he started thinking to himself. He then sent for Hadhrat Abdullaah bin
Abbaas 41&@% and asked him, "How will this Ummah have differences between
them when their Book is one, their Nabi #8% is one and their Qibla is one?" "O
Ameerul Mu'mineen!" Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas ¥J&@% said, "When the
Qur'aan was revealed to us, we recited it knowing exactly for what reason every
verse was revealed. However, after us there shall come many nations who will
recite the Qur'aan without knowing why the various verses were revealed. Every
nation will therefore have its own opinion about every verse. When this
happens, they will naturally have differences between them and when
differences crop up, they will start to fight each other.” (In his grief over this)
Hadhrat Umar &)@ rebuked Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas ¥&}&s%, who then
left. Hadhrat Umar 438 however realised the truth of what Hadhrat Abdullaah
bin Abbaas )&% said and again called for him. When Hadhrat Abdullaah bin
Abbaas ¥} arrived, Hadhrat Umar $38@% said to him, "Do repeat what you
have said.” @

(1) Tabraani in his Awsat. Haythami (Vol.1 Pg.162) has commented on the chain of narrators.
(2) Sa'eed bin Mansoor, Bayhaqi and Khateeb, as quoted in Kanzu/ Ummaal (Vol.1 Pg.228).
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Hadhrat Umar &5@% Questions the Sahabah
¥)&8@5 about a Particular verse and is Impressed
by the Reply that Hadhrat Abdullaah
bin Abbaas &)\5@% gave
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas &% narrates, "Hadhrat Umar $JG4% once said,

'Trecited a verse last night that kept me awake. (The verse is):
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Would any of you like to own a garden (an orchard) containin;g all types

of fruit for himself, with palm trees, vines and rivers flowing beneath?

(Later, however) He then suffers old age while he (st///) has weak

(roung) children (who cannot assist him) and a severe wind carrying

fire strikes (his orchard), burning it down (leaving him in desperate

want when he most needs wealth to care for his children). In this

manner does Allaah make His Aayaat clear for you so that ysu may

ponder. {Surah Bagarah, verse 266}
'What does it refer to?' Hadhrat Umar &% wanted to know. When some
people responded by saying, 'Allaah knows best', Hadhrat Umar ¥\&@% said, 'l
know well that Allaah knows best, but I have asked because if any of you know
anything about it or have heard anything about it, he should inform me about
what he has heard.' Everyone was silent. Hadhrat Umar &% then noticed me
whispering something and said, 'Dear son of my brother! Say your piece and do
not undermine yourself.' 'It is actions that are being referred to,' I said. 'What.
makes you say that actions are being referred to?' I said, 'It was something that
came to my heart which I stated.' Hadhrat Umar )&% then left me and started
explaining it himself. He said, 'You are right, dear son of my brother. It is actions
that are being referred to. A man is most in need of his orchard when he is old
and when he has many dependents. He is also most in need of his actions on the
Day of Qiyaamah. You are definitely right, dear son of my brother."(!)

“Hadhrat Umar &% Questions Hadhrat
Abdullaah bin Abbaas &J&E@% about Some Difficulty

he was Experiencing with Surah Nasr
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas s says, "Because Hadhrat Umar 6% used
to allow me in with the veterans of Badr, Hadhrat Abdur Rahmaan bin Auf G
objected saying, 'Why do you allow this youngster in with us when we have

children hjs age?' Hadhrat Umar &% replied, 'He is of a calibre that you will

(1) Abd bin Humayd and 1bn Mundhir, as quoted in Kanzu/ Ummaal (Vol.1 Pg.234) reporting from
reliable sources as confirmed by Haakim (Vol.3 Pg.542)
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soon come to know.' Hadhrat Umar &J5@ss therefore summoned them one day
and called for me as well. 1 believe that he called them that day only to show me
off to them. He said, 'What comments do you have about the (following) words of
Allaah:

5 0 B 3 0 (31528 Gl 55 €0 05 s T )
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(O Rasulullaah #84) When Allaah's help (to the Muslims) and /victor)’/
come and you see people entering the Deen of Allaah in droves then
glorify the praises of your Rabb (in gratitude for this great favour) and
seck forgiveness from Him. Without doubt, He is the Greatest Acceptor
of repentance. {Surah Nasr}
Some said, "Allaah is commanding us to praise him and seek His forgiveness
when His help arrives and when he grants us victory.' Others conceded that they
were unable to comment and others remained silent. Hadhrat Umar &% then
said to me, 'O son of Abbaas! Do you share that view?' When I declared that 1 did
not, he asked, 'Then what have you to say?' 1 replied, 'The Surah speaks of the
demise of Rasulullaah #&8E that Allaah is informing him about. Allaah is saying
to Rasulullaah #388E: 'When Allaah's help and victory, namely the Conquest of
Makkah, come and you see people (enlering the Deen of Allaah in droves), then
this is an indication that your demise is imminent. At this stage, you should
glorify the praises of your Rabb and seek forgiveness from Him. Without doubt,
He is the Greatest Acceptor of repentance.’ Hadhrat Umar &% then remarked,
'That is exactly what [ understood."(!)
Another narration quotes that Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas ¥&&@% said,
"Because Hadhrat Umar €& used to consult with me together with the senior
Sahabah #&&#% of Rasulullaah 434, Hadhrat Abdur Rahmaan bin Auf &N&@%
objected saying, 'Why do you consult him with us ..." The rest of the narration is
like the one above, @

Hadhrat Umar ¥J&@% and Hadhrat Abdullaah bin
Abbaas ¥JE@s Discuss a Verse and an Incident with
Hadhrat Ali )68
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas &% reports that he once asked Hadhrat Umar

)@ about the verse:
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O you who have Imaan! Do hot ask questions concerning those things
that you will dislike when they are made known to you (because they
are too difficult to carry out). {Surah Maa'idah, verse 101}

(1) Sa'eed bin Mansoor, Ibn Sa'd, Abu Ya'la, Ibn Jareer, Ibn Mundhir, Tabraani, Ibn Mardway, Abu
Nu'aym and Bayhagi both in their Dalaa'il, as quoted in Kanzu/ Ummaal (Vol.1 P'g.276), Abu
Nu'aym has also reported the narration in his Hilya (Vol.1 Pg.317)

(2) Haakim (Vol.3 Pg.539), reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Dhahabi.
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Hadhrat Umar )@ explained, "When some people from amongst the
Muhaajireen had certain doubts about their lineage, they said, 'We wish that
Allaah would reveal verses of the Qur'aan concerning our lineage.' It was then
that Allaah revealed the verse you have just recited.” :

Hadhrat Umar %% then asked Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas %JE@% about
Hadhrat Ali bin Abi Taalib &&@% saying, "I know that if that companion of yours
assumes the post of Khilaafah, he will be abstinent. However, 1 fear that he
should not be carried away by conceit." "What are you saying, O Ameerul
Mu'mineen?" Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas &JE@% exclaimed, "You are well
aware of (the virtues of) our companion. By Allaah! He has never changed or
spoiled (after the demise of Rasulullaah #%%) and has never offended
Rasulullaah 388 as long as he stayed with Rasulullaah $2%£." Hadhrat Umar -
$)5@s asked, "And what about Abu Jahal's daughter that he wanted to marry
while Faatima GBS was still his wife (did this not upset Rasulullaah 528)?"
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas &% replied by arguing, "Concerning the
decisive error Hadhrat Aadam S8, made, Allaah says:

a1y (G035 i 155 (5P
...but he forgat'ahd We did not find him to be determined (to disobey
Our command). {Sural TaaHaa, verse 1156}
Similarly, our companion was not determined to offend Rasulullaah #88. The
idea was merely a thought that no person is capable of driving out of the mind.
In addition to this, people with a deep understanding and profound knowledge of
Allaah's Deen are also prone to err sometimes. However, they retract and repent
as soon as they are alerted." Hadhrat Umar &&@% then said, "A person will be
sorely mistaken if he thinks that he will ever be able to dive and reach the depths
(of knowledge and wisdom) with people like you." (1)

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar &% Asks Hadhrat
Aa'isha GEE@% About a Hadith that Hadhrat Abu
Hurayrah $@@®% Reported about

Attending Funerals

Hadhrat Sa'd bin Abi Waqqaas 8% reports that he was once sitting with
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar &§@% when Hadhrat Khabbaab came there saying,
"O Abdullaah bin Umar $&@%! Have you heard what Abu Hurayrah $&@% is
saying? He claims to.have heard Rasulullaah #33 say, 'When a person
accompanies a funeral bier from the house, performs the Janaazah salaah and
then follows it until it has been buried, he will receive the reward of two Qiraats,
each Qiraat being equal to Mount Uhud in magnitude. As for the person who
returns after performing the Janaazah salaah, he shall have a reward equal in
magnitude to Mount Uhud'."

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar $}&@# sent Hadhrat Khabbaab to Hadhrat Aa'isha

(1) Zubayr bin Bakkaar in his Muwaffaqiyaat, as quoted in Muntakhab Kanzu/ Ummaal (Vol.5 Pg.229).
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W% with instructions to verify the words of Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah &3&
and to then report what she said back to him. In the meantime, Hadhrat
Abdullaah bin Umar ¥&@% took a handful of pebbles from the ground and kept

Abdullaah bin Umar &% threw the pebbles down saying, "We have lost a great
number of Qiraats.” M ‘

Another narration adds that Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah &% said, "wWe (the poor
men of Suffa) had neither plantations nor trade in the marketplaces to distract us
from being with Rasulullaah 2. All 1 did was to seek a word from Rasulullaah
#3%% to teach me or a morsel to feed me (I therefore heard a lot that others did
not hear)." To this, Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar @@ remarked, "O Abu
Hurayrah 43&@#' You stayed more with Rasuluilaah #88£ than we did and
therefore know more Ahadeeth than us." (2

The Statement of Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas
¥ISi5 Concerning how Few Questions the Sahabah

#&)Gw% Posed to Rasulullaah §F8E

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas ¥}&@% said, "I have never seen people better than
the Sahabah #&JGiis% of Rasulullaah #33%. Until he passed away, they did not ask
him more than thirteen questions, all of which appear in the Qur'aan (Some of
these are): "They (the Sahabah #&1&i55) ask you (O Rasulullaah $5%5) about the
sacred months", "They ask you about wine and gambling”, "They ask you about
orphans", "They ask you about menstruation”, "They ask you about the spoils
of war", "They ask you about what they should spend". The Sahabah XG5
questioned Rasulullaah #3882 only about matters that were of benefit to them."
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas &% stated further, "The first beings to perform
Tawaaf of the Kabah were the angels. Between the Hajar (Aswad) and the Rukn
Yamaani are the graves of several Ambiyaa. When any of these Ambiyaa was
harassed by his people, he left them to worship Allaah here until he passed
away." ®

The Women of the Ansaar ask Rasulullaah 24
Questions about Deen and Hadhrat Ummu Sulaym

G855 asks about Wet Dreams
Hadhrat Aa'isha G8&@% said, "The women of the Ansaar were the best of women.
Modesty did not prevent them from asking questions about Deen and attaining a
deep understanding of Deen." “)
Hadhrat Ummu Sulaym G8G@% narrates that she was sitting next to Rasulullaah

(1) Muslim, as quoted in Targheeb wat Tarheeb (Vol.5 Pg.302). .

{2) Haakim (Vol.3 Pg.510). Ibn Sa'd (Vol.4 Pg.332) has reported a similar narration.

(3) Tabraani. Haythami (Vol.1 Pg.158) has commented on the chain of narrators. Bazzaar has reported
a similar narration, as quoted in Al Itgaan,

{4) ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami (Vol.1 Pg.88).
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#58E's wife Hadhrat Ummu Salamah G8&4% when she asked, "O Rasulullaah
#3885 Sshould a woman have a bath if she dreams that her husband is having
intercourse with her?" "Shame on you, O Ummu Sulaym!" Hadhrat Ummu
Salamah B8&@% cried out, "You have disgraced all women in front of Rasulullaah
¥51" Hadhrat Ummu Sulaym GE&#s5 responded by saying, "Allaah does not shy
away from the truth and rather than remaining in darkness about the matters we
find difficulty with, we must ask Rasulullaah #33%% " Rasulullaah #88E replied to
the question by saying, "Bless you, O Ummu Sulaym! The woman should take a
bath if she finds any semen." "O Rasulullaah 851" Hadhrat Ummu Salamah
EEEE exclaimed, "Do women also have semen?" "Then how else do her children
resemble her?" Rasulullaah $3% asked, "Women are but offshoots of men." (1)

The Consequences of Asking too many Questions
and Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood “JE@:s's

Condemnation of the Same
Hadhrat Sa'd $&@5%, "People used to question each other about certain matters
that Rasulullaah ##% mentioned and would then question Rasulullaah #2% so
much about it that although it had been Halaal, it would eventually be declared
Haraam." )
Hadhrat Jaabir %85 says, "The verses of Liaan were revealed only because of
the many questions that were asked." (%)
When people were posing too many questions to Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood
L)@, he said to Hadhrat Haarith bin Qais, "O Haar bin Qais! What do you think
they ask so many questions for?" Hadhrat Haarith replied, "They want to know
the answers only to forget them afterwards (they have no intention of putting
their knowledge into practice)." To this, Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood &5
remarked, "I swear by the Being besides Whom there is none worthy of worship
that You are right!" )

The Sahabah #G@s Condemn Asking about Things

that have not Occurred
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar $3&@% once said, "O people! Never ask about things

-t

that have not happened because Hadhrat Umar ¥3\&i@% use to curse people who
asked about things that have not happened." 8)

s

Hadhrat Umar 6% said, "It is not permissible to ask about things that have
not happened because Allaah has already decreed everything that is still to
happen." )

Hadhrat Khaarijah bin Zaid bin Thaabit narrates that his father (Hadhrat Zaid bin
(1) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami (Vol.1 Pg.88).

(2) Bazzaar, Haythami (Vol.1 Pg.158) has commented on the chain of narrators.

(3) Bazzaar, reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami (Vol.1 Pg.158),

(4) Tabraani in his Kabeer, reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami (vVol.1 Pg.158).

(5) ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami (Vol.2 Pg.143).
{6) Tbn Abdul Birr in his Jaami (Vol.2 Pg.142).
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Thaabit &I&®%) would never voice his opinion concerning anything he was
asked about until he ascertained whether the matter problem had already
occurred. If it did not yet occur he would not say anything and he would
comment only if it had occurred. Therefore, whenever he was once asked
something, he queried, "Has it already happened?” "O Abu Sa'eed," the reply
would come, "it has not yet happened, but we are preparing for it." "Then leave
it,” he would reply. 1t was then only when the incident actually occurred that he
would duly inform the people (about what to do). )

Hadhrat Masrooq relates, "When 1 once questioned Hadhrat Ubay bin Ka'b
@EWs about something, he asked, 'Has this actually occurred? When I informed
him that it did not, he remarked, 'Then let us rest until it does." Another
narration® adds that he said, "Then let us rest until it does happen. Then when
it does happen, we shall be able to apply ourselves and to get a solution for
you." @ '

Hadhrat Aamir narrates that when Hadhrat Ammaar &&@% was once questioned
about something, he asked, "Has this actually occurred?” When informed that it
did not, he remarked, "Then leave us until it does. Then when it happens, we
shall be able to apply ourselves and to get a solution for you." 9

Learning and Teaching the Qur'aan and
Reciting it to People

Rasulullaah 2% Encourages a Person who Earned

a Profit to Learn the Qur'aan

Hadhrat Abu Umaamah @@ narrates that a man once came to Rasulullaah
#3%% and explained how much profit he had earned by buying (and selling) the
shares of a particular tribe. "Should I not inform you about something even more
profitable?" Rasulullaah #3888 asked. "Can there be anything more profitable?" the
man asked. Rasulullaah #388% replied, "For a man to learn ten verses of the
Qur'aan." The man then went to learn ten verses, which he reported to
Rasulullaah #5gE.©)

Rasulullaah #£#: Teaches Hadhrat Ubay bin Ka'b
&I the Virtue of Surah Faatiha
Hadhrat Ubay bin Ka'b &)&@% narrates, "Rasulullaah 2% once said to me,
'Should I not inform you of a Surah, the like of which has not been revealed in
the Torah, the Zaboor, the Injeel or the Qur'aan?' 'Certainly,' I replied. Rasulullaah
¥R said, 'l expect that you will know it before you leave through that door.'

ZANY

Rasulullaah %8 then stood up and I stood up with him, as he continued

(1) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami (Vol.2 Pg.142).

(2) Ibn Sa'd (Vol.3 Pg.500).

(3) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami (Vol.2 Pg.142).

(4) 1bn Sa'd (Vol.3 Pg.256).

(5) Tabraani, reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami (Vol.7 Pg.165).
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speaking to me with my hand in his. I then started to slow down fearing that
Rasulullaah %&£ would leave before informing me about the Surah. As we drew
close to the door, 1 said, 'O Rasulullaah &% The Surah that you promised me?'
Rasulullaah &8 asked, 'What do you recite when you stand up in salaah?' I then
recited Surah Faatiha. Thereafter, Rasulullaah 8% said, 'That's it! That's it! Those
are the seven often repeated verses that [ have been granted and about which
Allaah speaks when He says:

vl o 83 Q0D e SN RN 3 GA0 S5 355D
Verily We have granted you (O Muhammad ¥8%) seven verses that are
often repeated (especially in salaah), and the Glorious Qur'aan. {Surah
Hijr, verse g7y ()

Rasulullaah $3%£ Teaches the Men of Suffa
Hadhrat Anas &&@% says, "Abu Talha %45 once arrived (at the Masjid) to find
Rasulullaah 88 teaching the men of Suffa with a portion of a rock tied to his
belly in-order to keep his back straight because of extreme hunger." (2

Rasulullaah #33% Overhears Hadhrat Abu Moosa

Ash'ari &)52 Reciting the Qur'aan to some People

Hadhrat Anas &)@ narrates that Hadhrat Abu Moosa Ash'ari )&% was once
sitting at home and when some people gathered there, he started reciting the
Qur'aan to them. A man then went to Rasulullaah ¢ saying, "O Rasulullaah
#2821 Should I not tell something remarkable of Abu Moosa_&@%? He was
sitting at home when some people gathered there and he started reciting the
Qur'aan to them." "Can you find me a place to sit from where none of them will
be able to see me?" Rasulullaah #88 asked. "Certainly," the man said.
Rasulullaah &2 then went with the man, who seated him in a place from where
none of the people could see him. After listening to Hadhrat Abu Moosa Ash'ari

&% reciting the Qur'aan, Rasulullaah &8 remarked, "He recites in one of the
tunes of the family of Dawood s ")

Hadhrat Abu Moosa Ash'ari &)5@% Teaches the

Qur'aan in the Jaami Masjid of Basrah
Hadhrat Anas $3&&%% relates, "Hadhrat (Abu Moosa) Ash'ari )& once sent me
to Hadhrat Urhar %45@%. Hadhrat Umar &J&@% asked, 'How was Ash'ari when
you left? I replied, 'He was busy teaching Qur'aan to the people when I left.'
Hadhrat Umar $J&@#% remarked, 'Take note that he is an extremely intelligent
man. You should however never let this reach his ears. How were the Bedouins
when you left?' 'The Ash'ari people?' 1 asked. 'No, the people of Basrah,' he
replied. 'They will be extremely offended to hear that (you are referring to them

(1) Bayhaqi, as quoted in Kanzu/ Ummaal (Vol.1 Pg.220).

(2) Abu Nu'aym in his Hilya (Vol.1 Pg.342).

(3) Abu Ya'la, reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami (Vol.9 Pg.360). Ibn Asaakir
has reported a similar narration, as quoted in Kanzu/ Ummaal (Vol.7 Pg.94).
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as Bedouins),' I remarked. Hadhrat Umar %3845 said, 'Then you need not inform
them. They will all remain Bedouins except for the man amongst them whom
Allaah blesses with the inspiration to wage Jihaad in the path of Allaah." (1)

Hadhrat Abu Rajaa Utaaridi says, "Hadhrat Abu Moosa Ash'ari &&@5 used to
come around to us in this Masjid of Basrah and sit in each gathering. I can still
-picture him wearing two white sheets as he taught the Qur'aan. It was from him
that I learnt the Surah Q;&:ﬁtJQSggﬁj(Surah Alag). It was the first Surah

revealed to Allaah's Rasool Muhammad %85 "(2)

Hadhrat Ali £&)EWs Memorises the Qur'aan after
the Demise of Rasulullaah 4388

Hadhrat Ali &)@ says, "When Rasulullaah %88 left this world, 1 vowed never to
remove my shawl from my back (would not rest) until I had memorised what was
contained between the two covers (of the Qur'aan). I therefore did not remove
the shawl until I had memorised the entire Qur'aan." &)

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar ¥J5&@% Learns Surah

Baqgarah in Four Years
Hadhrat Maymoon ¥ reports that Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar %3855
learnt Surah Baqara in four years. ).

Hadhrat Salmaan $&E@Ws Recites Surah Yusuf to
the People in the Masjid of Madaa'in-

A man from the Ashja tribe narrates that when the people of Madaa'in heard that
Hadhrat Salmaan &J&@% was in the Masjid, they continued arriving there until
almost a thousand people had gathered. Hadhrat Salmaan %i&#@5% stood up and
bade the people to sit down. When they were all seated, he started reciting Surah
Yusuf. The people then started dispersing and leaving until there were only about
a hundred people left. Hadhrat Salmaan &% became very angry and said,
"You want an enchanting lecture, but when I recite the Book of Allaah to you,
you start to leavel?" 5)

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood %I&5@% Teaches
Qur'aan to the People and Encourages

them to Learn
Whenever Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood @&@ks taught a verse of the Qur'aan
to someone, he would say, "This (verse) is better than everything upon which the
sun rises and everything upon the surface of the earth. He would then say this for

(1) Ibn Sa'd (Vol.4 Pg.162).

(2) Abu Nu'aym in his Hilya (Vol.1 Pg.256).
(3) Abu Nu'aym in his Hilya (Vol.1 Pg.67).
(4) Ibn Sa'd (Vol.4 Pg.121).

(5) Abu Nu'aym in his Hilya (Vol.1 Pg.203).
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every verse of the Qur'aan. Another narration states that when people arrived at
his house every morning, Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood #E#% would bade
them to sit down and then passing by each person learning the Qur'aan, he
would ask them which verse they had reached. When they informed him, he
would then teach them the next verse and say, "Learn it because it is better for
you than everything between the heavens and the earth. In fact, for a person to
even look at a verse of the Qur'aan written somewhere outside the Qur'aan is
better than everything between the heavens and the earth." He would then
proceed to the next person and tell him the same thing, until he had said it to
each one of them. (1)

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ¥\ used to say to the people, "Ensure that
you stick to this Qur'aan because it is Allaah's tablecloth (laden with food).
Whoever is capable of taking anything from Allaah's tablecloth should do so.
Knowledge is acquired ohly through studies.” %)

Another narration states that Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood )&% said, "Verily
this Qur'aan is Allaah's tablecloth (laden with food). Whoever is capable of
learning anything from it should do so because the house most deprived of any
good is the one that has nothing of the Allaah's Book within it. Indeed, the house
with nothing of Allaah's Book in it is like a deserted house with none to occupy it
and Shaytaan leaves the house in which he hears Surah Bagarah." (3)

Hadhrat Umar &E@% Instructs a Man to Leave his
Door to Study the Qur'aan

Hadhrat Hasan narrates that Hadhrat Umar &5 once said to a man who very
often came to his door, "Go and study the Book of Allaah." The man left and
Hadhrat Umar $J&@2 actually started to miss him. When Hadhrat Umar &G
met him again, Hadhrat Umar %)&485% almost rebuked him. the man said, "I have
found in the Book of Allaah such things that have made me independent of being

at Umar £8@%'s door." ()

What Amount of the Qur'aan Should every

Muslim Learn
Hadhrat Umar &8 said, "It is necessary for every Muslim man to learn six
Surahs, two Surahs for the Fajr salaah, two Surahs for the Maghrib salaah and
two Surahs for the Isha salaah." :
Hadhrat Miswar bin Makhrama @J&@:5 says that he heard Hadhrat Umar G
say, "Learn Surah Baqarah, Surah Nisaa, Surah Maa'idah, Surah Hajj and Surah
Noor because they contain the Faraa'idh." ()

(1) Tabraani, reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami (Vol.7 Pg.167).
(2) Bazzaar, reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami (Vol.1 Pg.129).
(3) Abu Nu'aym in his Hifya (Vol.1 Pg.130).

(4) Ibn Abi Shaybah, as quoted in Kanzul/ Ummaal (Vol.1 Pg.217).

(5) Abdur Razzaaq, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.1 Pg.217).

(6) Haakim and Bayhagi.
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Hadhrat Haaritha bin Mudarrib narrates that Hadhrat Umar &G wrote to
them with instructions to learn Surah Nisaa, Surah Ahzaab and Surah Noor. M

Another narration states that Hadhrat Umar 188 said, "Learn Surah Baraa'ah,
teach Surah Noor to your women and give them silver jewellery to wear." 2)

What a Person Ought to do when it is Difficult for

him to Learn the Qur'aan
Hadhrat Abu Rayhaana &% reports that he once complained to Rasulullaah
#E8E that it was difficult for him to learn the Qur'aan and that what he learnt
escaped his memory. Rasulullaah 88 advised him saying, "Do not take on
more than you can manage and perform Sajdah (Nafl salaah) in abundance."
Hadhrat Umayrah reports, "Hadhrat Abu Rayhaana came to Asqalaan where he
used to perform Sajdah in abundance." ©®

Specialising in the Qur'aan

Hadhrat Qaradha bin Ka'b &J&@% reports that when they were leaving for Iraq,
Hadhrat Umar &% accompanied them to a place called Siraar. There Hadhrat
Umar &8ss performed wudhu and said, "Do you know why I have walked with
you?" "Yes," they replied, "you have walked with us because we are the Sahabah
RIS of Rasulullaah $245." Hadhrat Umar &&®% said, "(1 have come to tell
you that) You are headed for a region where the people are humming with the
recitation of the Qur'aan just as bees are constantly humming. Do not preoccupy
them by narrating Ahadeeth before them. They should occupy themselves with
the Qur'aan aione and narrate few Ahadeeth of Rasulullaah $3%4. Proceed and I
shall be with you."

When Hadhrat Qaradha i arrived at there (in Irag) and the people asked
him to narrate Ahadeeth to them, he said, "Hadhrat Umar bin Khattaab $“i&Eis
has prohibited us." )

Another narration states that Hadhrat Umar €59 said, "Do not preoccupy them
with Ahadeeth for it will prevent them from mastering the Qur'aan.” Yet another
narration states that Hadhrat Umar &)&@s8 asked the Sahabah #&8&@®4, "Do you
know why I have walked with you?" They replied, "You have walked with us
because you wish to see us off and to honour us." Hadhrat Umar &% said, "In
addition to that, I have come for another purpose as well. (I have come to tell
you that) You are headed for a region where..." The rest of the narration is like

the one above. ©®

(1) Abu Ubayd.

(2) Sa'eed bin Mansoor, Abu Shaikh and Bayhagi, as quoted in Kanzu/ Ummaal (Vol.1 Pg.224).

(3) Abdul Ghaafir bin Salaamah Himsi in his Taareekh, as quoted in Isaabah (Vol.2 Pg.156).

(4) Haakim (vol.1 Pg.102), reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Dhahabi.

(5) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami (Vol.2 Pg.120). Ibn Sa'd (Vol.6 Pg.7) has reported a similar narration
with the words "it will prevent them from specialising in the Qur'aan” in place of the words "it will
prevent them from mastering the Qur'aan”.
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Reproaching Those who Question the
Mutashaabih® Verses of the Qur'aan

Hadhrat Umar &5@% Reproaches Sabeegh for

Questioning the Mutashaabih Verses of the Qur'aan
A freed slave of Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar @3 narrates that an Iraqi called
Sabeegh in the Muslim army was questioning certain (Mutashaabih) verses of the
Qur'aan and continued doing so until he reached Egypt. From there, Hadhrat Amr
bin Al Aas ¥)\5#%% sent him to Hadhrat Umar bin Khattaab %3845, A messenger
brought the letter to Hadhrat Umar &J&@%5 and after he had read it, he asked,
"Where is the man?" "He is still on the carriage,” replied the messenger. Hadhrat
Umar 8@ instructed, "Go see if he is still there because 1 will punish you very
severely if he has escaped.”

When Sabeegh came, Hadhrat Umar &&®% said to him, "What are your
questions?" When he stated his case, Hadhrat Umar $)&@% asked Hadhrat
Abdullaah bin Umar 5@ for a branch of a date palm. He then beat the man
until his back was scarred. Hadhrat Umar 4)&@% then left him until his wounds
healed. Thereafter, he repeated the treatment and again left him to recover. When
Hadhrat Umar &J&®% called him back for more of the same, Sabeegh pleaded
with him saying, "O Ameerul Mu'mineen! If you wish to kill me, do so in a nice
manner and if you intend to cure me, then I swear by Allaah that 1 have already
been cured.”

Hadhrat Umar ¥&E@# then permitted him to return to his land but sent a letter
with him to Hadhrat Abu Moosa Ash'ari ¥ stating that none of the
Muslims should associate with him. When this became unbearable for him,
Hadhrat Abu Moosa Ash'ari 4J&@% wrote back to Hadhrat Umar &)@ stating
that Sabeegh had truly reformed. It was only then that Hadhrat Umar $&0&gss
permitted the people to associate with him, )

Another narration from Hadhrat Sulaymaan bin Yasaar states that a man from
the Banu Tameem called Sabeegh bin Isl once arrived in Madinah. He had many
books and always questioned the Mutashaabih verses of the Qur'aan. When
Hadhrat Umar &4 heard about this, he sent for Sabeegh while keeping some
branches of the date palm ready for him. When he arrived, Hadhrat Umar &%
asked him who he was. "I am the servant of Allaah, Sabeegh," came the reply.
"And I am the servant of Allaah, Umar!™ Hadhrat Umar $&l&@% retorted. Hadhrat
Umar )543 then motioned him (to come forward) and started beating him with

(1) Mutashaabih (plural - Mutashaabihaat): These are those verses of the Qur'aan that are not as clear
as the "Muhkamaat" in their interpretation. Their meanings are best known to Allaah. Allaah says
about these verses, "None knows their interpretation except Allaah" [Surah 3, verse 7]. It is
necessary to interpret these yerses only in a manner that does not contradict what the Muhkam
verses mention. When a suitable interpretation cannot be found, one should not delve too deeply
into their meanings because the injunctions of Islaam are clearly mentioned in the Muhkamaat
verses and failure to perfectly interpret the Mutashaabih verses will not affect a person's life.

(2) Daarmi, Ibn Abdil Hakam and Tbn Asaakir.
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the branches until his head was injured and blood started to drip down his face.
Sabeegh then cried out, "Enough, O Ameerul Mu'mineen! By Allaah! That which
was in my head has now disappeared.” ) _

Another narration adds that Hadhrat Abu Uthmaan said, "Hadhrat Umar &5
then wrote to instruct us not to associate with Sabeegh. Therefore, if he ever
arrived, we would all disperse, even if we were a hundred people.” 2)

Yet another narration states that whereas Sabeegh was then despised amongst
his people after he had once been their leader. (3

The Incident Between Hadhrat Umar £15@&% and
Some People who Arrived from Egypt

Hadhrat Hasan narrates that when some people met Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar
NS4 in Egypt, they said, "We have come across some matters in the Qur'aan
that we have been instructed to carry out when they cannot be carried out. We
wish to meet the Ameerul Mu'mineen to ask him about this." Therefore, when
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar &N\54%5 arrived in Madinah, these people arrived
with him. Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar &&®% then went to Hadhrat Umar
LGS saying, "O Ameerul Mu'mineen! Some people met me in Egypt and said,
'We have come across some matters in the Qur'aan that we have been instructed
to carry out when they cannot be carried out.’ They therefore wished to meet you
in this regard."

Hadhrat Umar $J@&@% asked for them to be brought before him and when they
were, he called the one closest to him. Hadhrat Umar &&@% asked him, "I ask
you to tell me in the name of Allaah and by the right Islaam has upon you
whether you have read the entire Qur'aan." When the man replied that he did,
Hadhrat Umar &858 further asked, "Have you then gathered it all in your
heart?" When he replied in the negative, Hadhrat Umar &G5% continued, "Have
you then gathered it all in your sight?" When he again admitted that he did not,
Hadhrat Umar “&45 asked, "Have you then memorised it all? Have you put it all
into practice?” Hadhrat Umar &6 then questioned each one of them in a like
manner and after he had finished with the last of them, he said, "Umar's mother
should have rather lost him! Do you expect me to make every person steadfast on
the Book of Allaah?! Your Rabb knows well that we slip up.” He then recited the verse:
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If you avoid the major sins you are forbidden from, We shall wipe out
your evil actions (minor sins) and enter you into a place of honour
¢gannah). {Surah Nisaa, verse 31}

Hadhrat Umar ©&J&@% then asked them, "Do the people of Madinah know why

(1) Daarmi, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal (Yol.1 Pg.228).

(2) Khateeb and 1bn Asaakir, Daar Qutni has reported a similar narration.

(3) Ibn Ambaari. Ismaa'eeli has reported a similar narration. The narrations above have been quoted
in /saabah (Vol.2 Pg.198).
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you have come." "No," they replied. Hadhrat Umar &J&@% then said, "Had they

known, I would have taught them a lesson with you." ()

Dislike for Accepting Remuneration for
Teaching the Qur'aan

Rasulullaah #3%£'s Advice to Hadhrat Ubaadah
&EW% and Hadhrat Ubay ¥)E@2 in this Regard
Hadhrat Ubaadah bin Saamit }&@% says, "Because Rasulullaah &85 was very
occupied, he would hand over to one of us any person who migrated so that we
may teach him the Qur'aan. Rasulullaah #32£ once placed in my care a person
who stayed in my house, ate meals with me and whom 1 taught the Qur'aan.
When he returned home, he felt that he owed me something and therefore gave
me a bow as a gift. I had never seen a bow made of better wood nor more
flexible. | however went to Rasulullaah ¢3¥% and asked him his opinion.
Rasulullaah #3¥ said, "It is a burning ember that you are hanging between your

shoulders."
Hadhrat Ubay bin Ka'b &l&#% once taught a Surah to a man who gave him a
garment or a shawl as'a gift. When he informed Rasulullaah $£%% about this,
Rasulullaah ##£ remarked, "If you wear it, you will be wearing a garment of
fire." 3 Another narration states that when Hadhrat Ubay )55 taught the
Qur'aan to a man, he gave him a bow as a gift. @)
Hadhrat Tufayl bin Amr &% says, "When Hadhrat Ubay @& taught me the
~Qur'aan, [ gave him a bow as a gift. When he went to Rasulullaah %88 the next
morning with the bow hanging around his neck, Rasulullaah ¥ asked, "Who
gave you this bow, O Ubay?" Hadhrat Ubay &&@% replied, "It was Tufayl bin Amr
Dowsi to whom I had taught the Qur'aan.” Rasulullaah #28% remarked, "You are
hanging it around your neck when it is a spark from Jahannam?!" "O Rasulullaah
Fg4 Hadhrat Ubay %)&@5% said, "But we even eat from their food." Rasulullaah
#3%8E said, "There is no harm in eating the food that was prepared for others and
which you ate by being there. However, if the food is prepared specially for you
and you eat from it, you will be eating from your share (of the Aakhirah, because
of which you will have less there)." ¢

Rasulullaah 284£'s Words to Hadhrat Awf bin
Maalik €15 and Another Sahabi &5
in this Regard

Hadhrat Awf bin Maalik )&% reports that there was a man with him to whom

* (1) Ibn jareer, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.1 Pg.228).

(2) Tabraani and Bayhagi, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.1 Pg.231). Haakim (Vol.3 Pg.356) has also
reported the narration from reliable sources as confirmed by Dhahabi.

(3) Abd bin Humayd, as quoted in Kanzu/ Ummaal (Vol.1 Pg.231). ibn Maajah, Rooyaani and Bayhagqi

" have reported a similar narration.

(4) Sa'eed bin Mansoor, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.1 Pg.230). ,

(5) Baghawi and Ibn Asaakir, as quoted in Kanzu/ Ummaal (Vol.1 Pg.231). Tabraani has reported a
similar narration but Haythami (vVol.4 Pg.95) has commented on the chain of narrators.
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he had taught the Qur'aan. When the man gave him a bow as a gift, he mentioned
it to Rasulullaah &8, Rasulullaah %388 remarked, "O Awf! Do you want to meet
Allaah while carrying an ember of Jahannam on your back?" L

Hadhrat Muthanna bin Waa'il says, "When I went to Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Busr
&JG45 one day, he passed his hand over my head and 1 held him by the forearm.
Just then someone asked him about remuneration for a teacher and he replied, 'A
man once came to Rasulullaah &8%, carrying a bow over his shoulder.
Rasulullaah #328£ was very impressed by the bow and remarked, 'What an
excellent bow! Did you buy it?' 'No,' the man replied, 'Someone gave it to me as a
gift because 1 had taught his child the Quraan.' To this, Rasulullaah &8%% said,
'Do you want Allaah to hang a bow of fire around your neck?' 'Not at all' the man

replied. ‘Then return it,' Rasulullaah #88 instructed.” @

Hadhrat Umar &)\5i5 Disapproves of Accepting

Remuneration for Teaching the Qur'aan

Hadhrat Usayr bin Amr narrates that the news once reached Hadhrat Umar bin
Khattaab %)&@5% that Hadhrat Sa'd &)\&@% said, "I shall include those who teach
the Qur'aan amongst the people who receive an allowance of two thousand." To
this Hadhrat Umar &J&i@% remarked, "Oh dear! Oh dear! Are people being paid
for (teaching) the Book of Allaah?!

Hadhrat Sa'eed bin Ibraaheem narrates that Hadhrat Umar
of his governors saying, "Give people an aliowance for t_ea'ching the Qur'aan." The
governor wrote back saying, "You have written to say that people should be given
an allowance for teaching the Quraan, but then such people will start to teach
the Qur'aan whose only inclination would be to be enlisted (and thereby receive a
state allowance like the soldiers of the national army)." Hadhrat Umar )52
then wrote back saying, "Rather give people an allowance by merit of them being
family and companions of Rasulullaah o 3

Hadhrat Mujaahid narrates that Hadhrat Umar bin Khattaab &% addressed
the people saying, "O men of knowledge and men of the Qur'aan! Do not accept
remuneration for imparting your knowledge and for teaching the Qur'aan
because then even adulterers will beat you to Jannah." )

(NOTE: Since there are also Ahadeeth permitting the acceptance of remuneration
for teaching the Qur'aan, a person may do so if he has no other option. While it is
best not to accept remuneration, if a person does accept remuneration, he

SEMAE s

2 Wrote to one

should accept it as remuneration for his time and not for his teaching.)

(1) Tabraani in his Kabeer, as quoted in Kanzu/ Ummaal (Vol.1 Pg.232). Haythami (Vol.4 Pg.96) has
commented on the chain of narrators.

(2) Tabraani in his Kabeer. Haythami (Vol.4 Pg.96) has commented on the chain of narrators.

(3) Abu Ubayd, as quoted in Kanzu/ Umimaal (Vol.1 Pg.229).

(4) Khateeb, as quoted in kanzul Ummaal (Vol.1 Pg.229).
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Fear of Differences Arising once the
Qur'aan Spread amongst Different People

The Fear that Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas
EI5Ws had about this and the Incident with
Hadhrat Umar &5
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas 4)&i¥5 narrates, "l was sitting with Hadhrat Umar
bin Khattaab J&@% when alettercametohim from Kufa, informing him how much
Qur'aan the people had learnt. 'Allaahu Akbar!' Hadhrat Umar $&JE®% exclaimed
(out of happiness). May Allaah have mercy on him. 'They will soon start to have
differences,' 1 remarked. 'What are you saying!" Hadhrat Umar &&@% exclaimed,
‘How would you know that?' Because he got so angry, I left and went home. A
while later, he sent for me, but 1 made an excuse. He however sent a message
saying that I have no option but to come. When I got there, he said, 'There was
something that you had said (What was it?).' 'l seek Allaah's forgiveness,' I said, 'l
shall never repeat what 1 said.' It was only when Hadhrat Umar )&% forced me
to repeat my words that I said, 'A letter came to you stating how much Qur'aan
the people had learnt, to which 1 said that they will soon start to have
differences.' 'How did you come to learn this?' he asked. I replied, "I read the

verse:

2. 20, . PaPT 32, o9d s, (A% 7 »E 5 - v -
}:}ywdb‘;&AU\ig::JLgM\é,;:d\ded;Muﬁww\w)
’,‘4 R T LA T T 3 . - ""4: e /.’ &
* ey Sy B g Gwdld 2331 3 e T3 131 © allasdt I
-~ PRPIE B4 L W
(Y20 (Yotizag) 23 30 5 ) gov) q St g,..‘i:j b )A.U\J
From mankind is he whose speech pleases you in this worldly life and
(claiming to be a Muslim) he calls Allaah to be witness over that which
is in his heart, yet he is the hardest of opponents (to a/l Muslims).
When he turns away (ffom you) he exerts himself to cause corruption
(trouble and mischief) on earth and (among other things) to destroy
crops and stock (cattle and other animals). Allaah dislikes corruption.
{Surah Baqarah, verses 204,205}
When this happens, men of the Qur'aan will be unable to contain themselves. 1
then read the verse:
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When he is told to fear Allaah (because of his behaviour), pride leads
him to (commit more) sin. Jahannam will suffice for him ras
punishment). 1t is a terrible resting place indeed. From mankind is he
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who would sell himself seeking Allaah's pleasure. Allaah is Most
Compassionate (Kind) towards His bondsmen.’ {Surah Bagarah, verses
206,207}

To this, Hadhrat Umar )&

s

% remarked, 'l swear by Allaah that you are right." (”

Another Incident about the Fear Hadhrat

Abdullaah bin Abbaas ¥)&@ had in this Regard

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Ubayd bin Umayr reports that Hadhrat Abdullaah bin
Abbaas &2 said, "I was with Hadhrat Umar &6 when he caught hold of
my hand and said, 'I think that the Qur'aan has now spread amongst the masses.'
1 do not like that too much, O Ameerul Mu'mineen,’ I remarked. Hadhrat Umar
&5 pulled his hand away saying, 'And why not?' 'Because,' | started to explain,
‘when they all start to learn the Qur'aan (without proper understanding), they will
start to propound their own opinions. Once they do this, they will start to dispute
and once the disputes start, they will start killing each other.'
Hadhrat Umar &5 then sat aside and left me alone. Only Allaah knows the
anxiety I endured during the rest of that day. It was only the following afternoon
that his messenger came to inform me that the Ameerul Mu'mineen was calling
me. When 1 got there, Hadhrat Umar %)@ asked, 'What was it that you said?'
After 1 had repeated my words to him, he said, '(I had also understood the same
but) I had been concealing this from the people."?

The Advice that the Sahabah #&EE@%
gave to Qurraa

The Advice of Hadhrat Umar bin Khattaab 3555
Hadhrat Kinaanah Adawi narrates that Hadhrat Umar %)&&% wrote to the
commanders of his armies to send him a list of all the men who were Huffaadh of
the Qur'aan so that he could dispatch them to the ends of the empire to teach the
Qur'aan. Hadhrat (Abu Moosa) Ash'ari )&% wrote back to Hadhrat Umar
W)Ewss stating that the Huffaadh with him numbered just over three hundred.
Hadhrat Umar $8@%'s reply to him was as follows:

"In the name of Allaah the Most Kind, the Most Merciful

From the servant of Allaah Umar to the servant of Allaah Qais and all the
Huftaadh with him

Peace be upon you all

This Quraan is a great source of reward and hohour for you and ssall be a
treasure for you in the Aakhirah. You should therefore follow its dictates and
never allow it to follow yours (by distorting its interpretation to suit your desires)
because the person whose dictates the Quraan is forced to follow shall have it
shoved on to his neck to throw him into jahannam. As for the one who follows
the Quraan, the Quraan shall lead him to Jannatul Firdous. So as far as you can,

(1) Haakim (Vol.3 Pg.540), reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Dhahabi.
(2) Haakim (Vol.3 Pg.540).
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let it be an intercessor for you and never let it be a complainant against you. The
person for whom the Quraan intercedes shall enter Jannah and the one against
whom the Quraan complains shall surely enter Jahannam. Always bear in mind
that the Quraan is a fountainhead of guidance, a flower of knowledge and the
final scripture from the Most Merciful. It is by this Quraan that Allaah opens
blind eyes, deaf ears and locked hearts.

You must also bear in mind that when a man wakes up at night, brushes his
teeth with a Miswaak, performs wudhu, says Allaahu Akbar' and then recites the
Quraan, an angel places his mouth on the person'’s mouth and says, ‘Recite,
recite. You are doing an excellent thing and it is most excellent for you.’ If he
performs wudhu without using the Miswaak, the angel protects him and does
nothing else. Behold! Recitation of the Quraan in salaah is a protected treasure
and an ordained excellence. You should therefore do as much of it as you
possibly can. Salaah is a celestial light, zakaah is a symbol, patience is an
illumination, fasting is a shield and the Qur'aan is a proof either for you or
against you. You should therefore honour the Qur'aan and never cause it
disgrace because Allaah will honour the one who honours the Quraan and will
disgrace the one who brings it disgrace. You also ought to know that the person
who recites the Qur'aan, memorises it, practises on it and abides by its
injunctions shall have his duaas accepted by Allaah. If Allaah pleases, He may
accept them in this world and if He wills, he may reserve them as a ireastire for
the Aakhirah. Remember that what remains with Allaah is better and more lasting
for those who have Imaan and who rely on their Rabb."1)

The Advice of Hadhrat Abu Moosa Ash'ari %)\Sis
Hadhrat Abu Kinaanah reports that when Hadhrat Abu Moosa Ash'ari &% gatherea
together the Huffaadh (of the army he commanded), they numbered close t2
three hundred. Hadhrat Abu Moosa 4545 lectured to them about the greatness
of the Qur'aan saying, "Verily this Qur'aan shall be either a source of reward for
you or a burden (in the Aakhirah). You should therefore follow the dictates of the
Qur'aan and never force it to follows yours because the one who follows the
Qur'aan shall be with it in the gardens of Jannah while the one who forces the
Qur'aan to follow his desires shall have it shoved on his neck and it will fling him
into Jahannam." (2)

Hadhrat Abul Aswad Daly reports that Hadhrat Abu Moosa Ash'ari &% once
gathered all the Qurraa, emphasising that none but the Huffaadh should come
to him. It was approximately three hundred men who came to him, He then addressed
them saying, "You men are the Qurraa of the city and should therefore never
allow the passage of time to harden your hearts as it happened to the Ahlul
Kitaab. A Surah had been revealed that we thought resembled Surah Baraa'ah in
length and in the stern subject matter it contained. A verse from it which I had
memorised stated that if man had two valleys of gold he would seek to have a

(1) bn Zanjway, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.1 Pg.217).
(2) Abu Nu'aym in his Hilya (Vol.1 Pg.257).
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third and it would only be the sand (of his grave) that would be able to fill his
belly. Thereafter, another Surah was revealed which we thought resembled the
Musabbihaat because it begins with the wordsgi; cf..' (Sabbaha Lillaah). The verse
from it that I had memorised is:

(el io iy {0V 90 S8 31y 5n IETY
O you who have Imaan! Why do you say that which you did not do?
{Surah saff, verse 2}
Testimony will therefore be taken for everything you do and you w1ll be
questioned about it on the Day of Qiyaamah.” (

The Advice of Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood &g

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ¥}&i#% once addressed the people of Kufa. After
greeting them with Salaam and instructing them to observe Taqwa, he said,
"Never dispute about the Qur'aan and never oppose each other concerning it
because there are no discrepancies in the Qur'aan, it will never be (completely)
forgotten and constant repetition of the Qur'aan will never tire one. Do you not
see that the restrictions, the Faraa'idh and Allaah's explicit commands in the
Shari'ah of Islaam are one? It would be said that the Qur'aan has discrepancies il
a part of it commands an act which another part forbids. Every part of the
Qur'aan rather complements the rest of it. I am convinced that such deep
understanding and knowledge shall surface amongst you people that surpasses
all other people. If a camel could take me to a person who has more knowledge
of what has been revealed to Muhammad ## than I have, I shall certainly go to
him to increase the knowledge I have. I know well that while the entire Qur'aan
would be recited to Rasulullaah £88 once every year, it was recited to
Rasulullaah $#8% twice during the year that he passed away (every Ramadhaan
Hadhrat Jibra'eel &3¢ would recite the Qur'aan to Rasulullaah 288 and
Rasulullaah ££8 would recite to him). Whenever | recited Qur'aan to
Rasulullaah 8%, he would approve of my recitation, therefore whoever recites
Qur'aan in the manner that I recite, should not turn away and forsake it. In a like
manner, whoever recites the Qur'aan in another authentic manner should also
not turn away and forsake it because whoever rejects any one of the various
manners of recitation will reject them all." @)

A student of Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood )&% from Hamdaan narrates that
before Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood &4k left for Madinah, he gathered all
his students together and said, "By Allaah! I am convinced that such
religiousness, deep understanding of Deen and knowledge of the Qur'aan shall
surface amongst you people that surpasses that of all other Muslims..." The
narration continues until it states that he said, "Verily there are no discrepancies
in the Qur'aan, neither does the Qur'aan ever age or lose its dignity by
continuous repetition." 3)

(1) Abu Nu'aym in his Hilya (Vol.1 Pg.257).
(2) Ibn Asaakir, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.1 Pg.232).
(3) Ahmad. Haythami (Vol.1 Pg.450) has commented on the chain of narrators.
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Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood 6% also said, "It is only befitting that a man
of the Qur'aan be recognised by his nights (when he is engaged in Ibaadah)
when others are asleep, by his days (spent fasting) when others are eating, by
his sorrow (pondering about his plight in the Aakhirah) when others are
rejoicing, by his weeping when others are laughing, by his silence when others
are socialising and by his humility when others are behaving arrogantly. It is
also befitting of a man of the Qur'aan to be weeping and sorrowful, wise and
tolerant, knowledgeable and composed. It does not behove a man of the
Qur'aan to be uncouth, negligent, boisterous, rowdy and short-tempered.”
Another narration states that Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood &J&@% said, "Do
your best to be a listener (rather than always speaking) and take careful note
when you hear Allaah say, 'O you who have Imaan!' because it is only something
good that you are being instructed to do or something evil that you are being
prohibited from." (P

Occupation with the Ahadeeth of
Rasulullaah $23 and Befitting Behaviour
for those Occupied with this

A Bedouin Questions Rasulullaah #2845 ahout

Qiyaamah when he was Busy Narrating Ahadeeth
Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah &)&@% narrates that Rasulullaah $8%£ was busy narrating
Ahadeeth when a Bedouin arrived and asked, "When will Qiyaamah take place?"
When Rasulullaah 828 continued narrating, some of the Sahabah #&&W% said
that Rasulullaah ¢2# (was not giving a reply because he) heard the man but did
not like the question. Others said that Rasulullaah &8 did not hear the man at
all. When Rasulullaah #88 had completed narrating Ahadeeth, he asked, "Where
is he (the Bedouin)?" "Here am I over here!" the man said. Rasulullaah #383£ then
said, "Wait for Qiyaamah when a time arrives in which trusts are
misappropriated.” "How will they be misappropriated?" the man asked.
Rasulullaah 3% replied, "Wait for Qiyaamah when authority is placed in the
hands of unworthy people.” (%)

Hadhrat Waabisah &% Propagates a Hadith of
Rasulullaah #2 in Conformance with the
Instruction Rasulullaah 388 gave in his

Farewell Sermon
Standing before the people in the largest Masjid of Rigga during the days of Eidul
Fitr and Eidul Adhaa, Hadhrat Waabisah &&@% used to say, "I was present with
Rasulullaah #3%% during the Farewell Hajj when he addressed the people saying,

(1) Abu Nu'aym in his H/lya (Vol.1 Pg.130).
(2) Bukhaari (Vol.1 Pg.14).
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'O people! Which month is most sacred?’ 'This month (of Dhul Hijjah) is,' the
people replied. Rasulullaah &8% asked further, 'O people! Which city is most
sacred?' 'This city (of Makkah) is,' the people replied. Rasulullaah %84 then
declared, 'Until the day you meet your Rabb, your blood, your wealth and your
honour are as sacred to you as this day, this month and this city are. Have 1
conveyed the message?’ 'You certainly have,' the people replied. Rasulullaah %285
then raised his hands to the sky saying, 'You be the witness, O Allaah.' Thereafter,
he said, 'Those of you present here should pass the message on to those who
are absent.' Do come closer so that I may convey to you what Rasulullaah $5%%
said to us.” (D) :

Hadhrat Abu Umaamah £)5@% Instructs his

Students to Propagate
Hadhrat Makhool says, "Ibn Abu Zakariyyah, Sulaymaan bin Habeeb and I once
went to Hadhrat Abu Umaamah &J&Gi@% in Hims. After we had greeted him with
the words of Salaam, he said, 'This sitting of yours here is a means Allaah has
used for the Deen to reach you and will also be Allaah's evidence against you (if

=an

you do not propagate it). Rasulullaah %%# propagated, so you too should
propagate."

In another narration, Hadhrat Saleem bin Aamir says, "When we would sit with
Hadhrat Abu Ubaadah ©&@% and he narrated to us many Ahadeeth of
Rasulullaah #3%£, he would say to us after he had completed, 'Have you
understood? Now propagate as it has been propagated to you."'(Z)

Rasulullaah 2%4%'s Du'aa for those who Narrate his

Ahadeeth and Teach them to the People
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas &iE% narrates that Rasulullaah 4885 once
prayed, "O Allaah! Shower Your mercy on my successors." "O Rasulullaah #32g5r"
the Sahabah #&J5#55 asked, "Who are your successors?" Rasulullaah %388 replied,
"Those who will come after me, who will narrate my Ahadeeth and teach them
to the people.” (¥

Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah £JE#5 Narrates Ahadeeth
in the Masjid of Rasulullaah #Z5% before the

Jumu'ah Salaah
Hadhrat Aasim bin Muhammad narrates from his father that he saw Hadhrat Abu
Hurayrah )&% come to the Masjid of Rasulullaah #38£ on the day of jumu'ah.
Standing and holding the two knobs of the pulpit, he said, "Abul Qaasim
Rasulullaah 328 the truthful and veritable narrated to us..." He then continued

to narrate Ahadeeth until he heard the door of the Imaam's room open as the

(1) Bazzaar, reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami (Vol.1 Pg.139).

(2) Tabraani in his Kabeer, reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami (Vol.1 Pg.140).

(3) Tabraani, as quoted in Targheeb wat Tarheeb (Vol.1 Pg.74). 1bn Najjaar, Khateeb in Sharfus
Sahabah @& and others, as quoted in Kanzuw/ Umimaal (Vol.5 Pg.240).
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Imaam emerged to lead the salaah. He then sat down. (1)

- The Difficulty Hadhrat Umar “i&Eis, Hadhrat
Uthmaan ¥J5@% and Hadhrat Ali $)\50s2
Experienced Narrating Ahadeeth

Hadhrat Aslam reports that when they used to ask Hadhrat Umar &S to
narrate Ahadeeth to them, he would say, "I fear that I may add a word or omit a
word because Rasulullaah 8% said, 'The person who intentionally lies about
me is headed for jahannam."

Hadhrat Abdur Rahmaan bin Haatib says, "l have not seen any of the Sahabah
#EIE% narrate Ahadeeth as well and as thoroughly as Hadhrat Uthmaan 5@,
However, he was a man who was extremely reluctant to narrate Ahadeeth." G
Hadhrat Uthmaan $#&E#% used to say, "What prevents me from narrating
Ahadeeth from Rasulullaah #28 is not the fact that I was not one of those

VorTI

Sahabah #8545 with the best memories. What prevents me is that I can testify
that I heard Rasulullaah 4322 say, 'Whoever attributes anything to me that I never
stated should prepare for his abode in Jahannam." Another narration quotes
Rasulullaah §8%£'s words as, "Whoever speaks lies about me should prepare for a
house in Jahannam." 4

Hadhrat Ali @55 said, "When narrating Ahadeeth to you, I prefer falling from
the sky rather than stating something that Rasulullaah $#%£ never said. However,
when speaking to you about matters between us, then (precautions need not be

s0 strict because) wars are won by strategy." )

The Difficulty Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood
5@ Experienced with Narrating Ahadeeth

Hadhrat Amr bin Maymoon reports that sometimes an entire year would pass by
without Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood &% narrating a single Hadith. When
he narrated a Hadith one day, he started to shiver and perspiration beaded up on
his forehead. He then said, "Rasulullaah #&¥% said something like that or stated
similar words." (6)

Hadhrat Masrooq reports, "Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood &)@ started to
narrate a Hadith one day, but as soon as he said, 'Rasulullaah &8 said,' he
started to shiver so much that even his clothing shook. He then added,
'Rasulullaah #5388 said something to the effect or something similar."(?)

(1) Haakim, reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Dhahabi.

(2) Ahmad, Ibn Adi, Uqayli and Abu Nu'aym in his Ma'rifah, as quoted in Kanzu! Ummaal (Vol 5
Pg.239).

(3) Ibn Sa'd and Ibn Asaakir, as quoted in Muntakhab Xanzu/ Ummaal (Vol.5Pg.9).

(4) Ahmad, Abu Ya'la and Bazzaar. Haythami (Vol.1 Pg.143) has commented on the chain of narrators.

(5) Bukhaari, Muslim and others, as quoted in Kanzu/ Ummaal (Vol.5 Pg.240).

(6) Haakim (Vol.3 Pg.314), reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Dhahabi.

(7) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami (Vol.1 Pg.79). /saabah (Vol.3 Pg.156) has reported a similar narration.
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Hadhrat Abu Dardaa &G, Hadhrat Anas &JE@s
and Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar &J&E@% all use
the words "something like that or something

similar" when narrating Ahadeeth.
Hadhrat Abu Idrees Khowlaani says, "I noticed that whenever Hadhrat Abu
Dardaa &% completed narrating Ahadeeth, he would add, 'Rasulullaah e
said that, something similar to that or something resembling that."(1)
Hadhrat Muhammad bin Seereen narrates that whenever Hadhrat Anas bin
Maalik 4485 narrated Ahadeeth from Rasulullaah 3%, he would end with the
words, "It was something like this that Rasulullaah %% said." %)
In another narration, Rasulullaah #3%% said, "Hadhrat Anas bin Maalik &5
narrated few Ahadeeth from Rasulullaah %885 but when he did, he would end
with the words, "It was something like this that Rasulullaah $2%£ said." )
Hadhrat Abu Ja'far Muhammad bin Ali says, "There was no companion of
Rasulullaah #88 more cautious of adding anything to or omitting anything from
the Ahadeeth of Rasulullaah %88 than Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar &J&i@ss."(4)
Hadhrat Sha'bi says, "I sat in the company of Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar &&@3
for an entire year without hearing him narrate anything from Rasululiaah

@&g.u(f})

The Dependability of Hadhrat Imraan bin Husayn

“&)\Sw5's Memory and Narration of Ahadeeth

Hadhrat Imraan bin Husayn &% said, "I have heard many Ahadeeth from
Rasulullaah #2%£ which I have memorised. All that prevents me from narrating
them is that some of my companions may differ with me in the narration." 6)

Hadhrat Mutarraf reports that Hadhrat Imraan bin Husayn &% said to him, "O
Mutarraf! By Allaah! | am certain that if I chose to do so, I could narrate Ahadeeth
from Rasulullaah 8% for two days continuously without repeating a single
Hadith. However, what makes me reluctant to do so and makes me disapprove of
doing such a thing is that although I was there when many Sahabah #&&i%s of
Muhammad %83 were there and I also heard what they heard, they confuse the
sequence of the words when they narrate." Sometimes, Hadhrat Imraan bin
Husayn 84% would say, "If I were to narrate to you what Rasulullaah &#4%
said, I am certain that ! will be accurate." When he quoted the words of

Rasululiaah #3%, Hadhrat Imraan bin Husayn &% would do so with great
certainty and say, "I heard Rasulullaah ¢33 say..."(")

(1) Tabraani, reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami (Vol.1 Pg.141). Abu Ya'la, Rooyaani
and Ibn Asaakir have reported a similar narration, as quoted in Kanzu/ Ummaal (Vol.3 Pg.156).

(2) Ibn Abdul Birr in his jaami (Vol.1 Pg.79).

(3) Ahmad, Abu Ya'la and Haakim, as quoted in Kanzul/ Ummaal (Vol.5 Pg.240).

(4) Ibn Sa'd (Vol.4 Pg.144). -

(5) Ibn Sa'd (Vol.4 Pg.145).

(6) Tabraani in his XKabeer, reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami (Vol.1 Pg.141),

(7) Tabraani. Haythami (Vol.1 Pg.141) has commented on the chain of narrators.
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Hadhrat Suhayb £JE@% 's Reluctance to say,

"Rasulullaah #Z& said"
Hadhrat Sulaymaan bin Abu Abdullaah reports that he heard Hadhrat Suhayb
LJEW% say, "By Allaah! 1 shall never intentionally narrate Ahadeeth to you saying
that it is what Rasulullaah #3% said. However, 1 shall gladly'relate to you what I
experienced in the expeditions 1 participated in with Rasulullaah &£85. Then

again, 1 shall never say, 'Rasulullaah 95288 saig' (V)

Hadhrat Waathila bin Asqa ¥J&@% Narrates only
the Intended Meaning of the Ahadeeth

Hadhrat Makhool relates, "Abul Azhar and 1 once went to Hadhrat Waathila bin
Asqa &JE®% and said, 'O Abu Asqal! Narrate to us a Hadith that you heard from
Rasulullaah $&£ without any uncertain words, and without any additions or
omissions.' Hadhrat Waathila 4)&@% asked, 'Has any of you recited any part of
the Qur'aan last night? 'Yes,' we replied, 'But since we are not Huffaadh, we tend
to add a Waaw (5) or an Alif (1).'

To this, Hadhrat Waathila $3&@% remarked, 'And that is the Qur'aan which you
have still not mastered when it has been in your midst for such a long time.
When you feel that you are adding or omitting letters to it, what about the
Ahadeeth that we had perhaps heard only once from Rasulullaah E88? It is
sufficient for you that we narrate only their intended meanings to you." @)

Hadhrat Umar £)5W< Censures those Sahabah

&% who Narrated Plenty of Ahadeeth

Hadhrat Ibraheem bin Abdur Rahmaan bin Auf relates, "By Allaah! Before he
passed away, Hadhrat Umar ¥}&i#%% sent messengers to various distant places to
summon Sahabah #J&#% such as Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Hudhaafa &3,
Hadhrat Abu Dardaa ¥)&i¥%, Hadhrat Abu Dharr ¥)&®% and Hadhrat Ugba bin
Aamir @@ When they had gathered, he said to them, 'What Ahadeeth have
you people spread to even the far distant lands?' 'Are you forbidding us from
narrating them?' they asked. 'No,' Hadhrat Umar %J&@5 replied, 'l just want you
to remain with me. By Allaah! 1 do not want you to part from me (here in
Madinah) for as long as I live because we know best which of your narrations we
shall accept and which ones we will not.' They therefore did not part from
Hadhrat Umar 5@ until he passed away." (3)
Hadhrat Ibraheem bin Abdur Rahmaan relates that Hadhrat Umar )&% sent for
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood &%, Hadhrat Abu Mas'ood Ansaari and
Hadhrat Abu Dardaa )&% and said to them, "What are the Ahadeeth that you
are so frequently narrating to the people?”" He then confined them to Madinah
until he was martyred. “

(1) Ibn Sa'd (Vol.3 Pg.229), as quoted in Muntakhab Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.5 Pg.203).

(2) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami (Vol.1 Pg.79).

(3) Ibn Asaakir, as quoted in Kanzu/ Ummaal (Vol.5 Pg.239).

(4) Tabraani. Haythami (Vol.1 Pg.149) has commented on the chain of narrators. Ibn Sa'd (Vol.4
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The Difficulty Hadhrat Zaid bin Arqam &5
Experienced with Narrating Ahadeeth in
his Old Age
Hadhrat Ibn Abu Awfa &I&8@% reports that when they used to request Hadhrat
Zaid bin Argam &J&#% to narrate the Ahadeeth of Rasulullaah #3%£ to them, he

would say, "We have aged and have begun to forget. Narrating the Ahadeeth of
Rasulullaah %88 is a very serious matter (which cannot be taken lightly)." (1)

Attaching More Importance to Practise
than to Theory

Statements of Hadhrat Mu'aadh )&, Hadhrat
Abu Dardaa &JG@ and Hadhrat Anas &3
in this Regard
Hadhrat Mu'aadh )@@ and Hadhrat Abu Dardaa )&% both said, "Learn
as much as you wish to learn but Allaah will place no benefit in your
knowledge until you practise what you know."
Hadhrat Anas 35@5% said, "Learn as much as you please, but I swear by Allaah
that you will not be rewarded for your knowledge until you put it into
practiseA"(‘}) '
Hadhrat Abdur Rahmaan bin Ghanam says, "Ten Sahabah #&@@% of Rasulullaah
%28 informed me that they were learning in the Masjid of Quba when
Rasulullaah %845 came to them and said, 'Learn..." The remainder of the words
are like the narration above. )

Rasulullaah £88's Words to a Man in this Regard
and the Statement of Hadhrat Umar “JGE@s

Hadhrat Ali %J&45% reports that a man came to Rasulullaah 8% and said, "O
Rasulullaah #3851 What will satisfy the evidence that ignorance will hold against
me?" "Knowledge," Rasulullaah %88 replied. "And what will satisfy the evidence
that knowledge will hold against me?" he asked further. Rasulullaah $E8E's reply
was, "Action." )

Hadhrat Umar &J&@5% said, "Study the Book of Allaah and you will be known
for it. Practise on its teachings and you will be amongst its worthy bearers." (7

Pg.153) has reported a similar narration which states the name of Hadhrat Abu Dharr #J&i#% in
place of Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood &35,

(1) Ibn Asaakir, as quoted in Kanzu! Ummaal (Vol.5 Pg.239).

(2) Ibn Adi and Khateeb.

(3) Ibn Asaakir.

(4) Abul Hasan bin Akhram in his Amaali, as quoted in Jaami'us Sagheer.

(5) 1bn Abdul Birr in his Jaami (Vol.2 Pg.6).

(6) Khateeb, as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.5 Pg.229).

(7) Ibn Abi Shaybah, as quoted in Kanzu/ Umimaal (Vol.5 Pg.229).
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The Statements of Hadhrat Ali 4&)&E#% in this regard

Hadhrat Ali )&% said, "Study and you will be known for it. Practise on your
knowledge and you will be amongst its worthy bearers because soon a time will
come when nine-tenths of the truth will be rejected and the only person who will
be saved will be one who remains anonymous and aloof from people. Such
people are the beacons of guidance and the lanterns of knowledge. They are not
hasty, do not promote immoral behaviour or immoral speech." (1

Hadhrat Ali )55 once said, "O men of knowledge! Practise on your knowledge
because only that person is an Aalim whose knowledge is followed by practise
and whose practise conforms with his knowledge. There shall soon come people
whose knowtedge will not even transcend their collar-bones. Their private lives
will contradict their public lives just as their actions will contradict their
knowledge. They will sit in groups, boasting to each other and will get angry if
anyone sitting in their group had to leave to sit with another group. The actions
of such people will not even transcend their gatherings on its way to reach
Allaah." @

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ¥&@% Emphasises

Combining Knowledge with Action
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ¥J&@% said, "O people! Study, but whoever
studies should practise what he learns." @)
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Ukaym says, "It was in this very Masjid that I heard
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood &JE@% begin his speech with an oath as he said,
"Your Rabb shall be Alone with every one of you just as you see the fourteenth
moon all by itself. Allaah will say, 'O son of Aadam! What deceived you about Me?
O son of Aadam! How did you respond to the Ambiyaa? O son of Aadam! Did you
practise on your knowledge?"
Hadhrat Adibin Adi narrates that Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood £3&% repeated
the following words: "Destruction be to the person who does not acquire
knowledge. Still, if Allaah wills, Allaah shall educate him. However, seven times
destruction be to the person who has the knowledge but does not practise.” )
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood %3545 said, "Everyone has fantastic words to
say but only those will be successful whose deeds are consistent with their
words. The one whose deeds contradict his words shall have only himself to
blame." ©®)
It was also Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood &l&@3 who said, "People are in need
of anyone who is engrossed in Allaah. People are also in need of that person’s

(1) Ahmad in his Zuhd, Abu Ubayd, Deenowri in his Ghareeb and Ibn Asaakir, as quoted in Kanzu/
Ummaal (Vol.5 Pg.229). i

(2) 1bn Abdul Birr in his Jaami (Vol.2 Pg.7), as quoted in Kanzul Ummaal (Vol.5 Pg.233).

(3) Tabraani. Haythami (Vol.1 Pg.164) has commented on the chain of narrators. Abu Nu'aym has also
reported the narration in his Hilya (Vol.1 Pg.131) from Hadhrat Alqama.

(4) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami (Vol.2 Pg.2).

(5) tbn Abdul Birr in his Jaami (Vol.2 Pg.6).
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knowledge who practises on his knowledge." (1)

Hadhrat Abu Dardaa &5 Fears that on the Day
of Qiyvaamah he will be Questioned about how
much he Practised on his Knowledge

Hadhrat Lugmaan bin Aamir narrates that Hadhrat Abu Dardaa 6% used to
say, "What I fear most about Allaah on the Day of Qiyaamah is that he would call
me in front of all creation saying, 'O Uwaymir! Then when I respond by saying, 't
am at Your service, O my Rabb!, Allaah shall ask, 'Did you practise on your
knowledge?"?)

Another narration quoted Hadhrat Abu Dardaa &% as sayjng, "What 1 fear
most is that I should be asked on the Day of Qiyaamah, 'O Uwaymir! Did you
acquire knowledge or remain ignorant?' If [ reply that I had acquired knowledge,
every verse containing a command and every verse containing an admonition
shall claim their rights. The verses containing commands will ask, 'Did you carry
out (what was commanded)?' and every verse containing an admonition will ask,
'Did you take heed (to the admonition)?' I seek Allaah's protection from
knowledge that does not benefit, from desires that are not sated and from
du'aas that are not answered." ©®

Hadhrat Abu Dardaa &J&@% said, "None can possess Tagwa until he has knowledge
and one can attain beauty through knowledge only if one practises on it. "4
Hadhrat Abu Dardaa $}&@% also said, "The worst of people in Allaah's sight on
the Day of Qiyaamah shall be that person with knowledge whose knowledge
does not benefit him (which he does not practise on)." )

Hadhrat Mu'aadh bin Jabal ¥J&@% and Hadhrat
Anas &2 Encourage Combining Knowledge
with Practise
Hadhrat Mu'aadh bin Jabal &I&@ss said, "No person will be able to move his feet
on the Day of Qiyaamah until he is questioned about four things; (1) about how
he used his body, (2) about how he spent his life, (3) about how he earned and

spent his wealth and (4) about how he practised on his knowledge." (©)
Hadhrat Mu'aadh bin jabal ¥&)&#% also said, "Learn as much as you want but
Allaah shall not reward you for it until you practise on your knowledge." (V)

(1) Tbn Abdul Birr in his Jaami (Vol.2 Pg.10), as quoted in Kanzu/ Ummaal (Vol.5 Pg.243).

(2) Bayhaqi, as quoted in Targheeb wat Tarhe¢eb (Vol.1 Pg.90). Abu Nu'aym has also reported a similar
narration in his Hifya (Vol.1 Pg.214).

(3) Abu Nu'aym in his Hilya (Vol.1 Pg.214).

(4) Abu Nu'aym in his Hilya (Vol.1 Pg.213). Abu Nu'aym in his Hilya (Vol.1 Pg.211) has also reported
from Hadhrat Abu Dardaa ¥)&i#% a narration similar to the one Hadhrat Adi reported from
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood &J&i@s.

(5) Abu Nu'aym in his Hilya (Vol.1 Pg.223).

(6) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami (Vol.2 Pg.3).

(7) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami (Vol.2 Pg.6). Abu Nu'aym has reported a similar narration in his Hilya
{(vol.1 Pg.236).
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Hadhrat Anas &)&i%s said, "Learn as much as you want to learn but Allaah shall
not reward you for it until you practise on your knowledge. While the objective of
true Ulema (when acquiring knowledge) is to remember (and practise), the
objective of foolish people (when acquiring knowledge) is to relate it to others

(without practising)." )

Following the Sunnah and the Ways of the
Pious Predecessors and Rejecting Bid'ah

The Encouragement Hadhrat Ubay bin Ka'b &i&ds

Gave in this Regard

Hadhrat Ubay bin Ka'b &&#% said, "Hold fast to the straight path and the
Sunnah because Allaah shall never punish a person who is steadfast on the
straight path and the Sunnah and whose tears then flow from his eyes out of fear
for Allaah when he thinks of Allaah. When a person who is steadfast on the
straight path and the Sunnah thinks of Allaah and his hairs stand on end out of
fear for Allaah, is just like a tree with dry leaves. Just as its leaves fall off when a
strong wind blows, all his sins fall off him in the same manner. Moderation
when doing something for the pleasure of Allaah and according to the Sunnah
is better than exerting oneself in something that is not for the pleasure of
Allaah and against the Sunnah. You should therefore check well that your deeds
conform with the pattern of the Ambiyaa and their Sunnah, regardless of whether
the deeds be an exerted effort or something done in moderation.” @

The Encouragement Hadhrat Umar £J&5@2 and
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ¥JE@% Gave
in this Regard

Hadhrat Sa'eed bin Musayyib narrates that when Hadhrat Umar $&@% arrived
back in Madinah, he addressed the people saying, "O people! The Sunan have
been demonstrated to you and the Faraa'idh have been ordained for you. You
have therefore been left on a clear and distinct path, (which you will be able to
follow with ease) unless people lead you to the right and to the left (lead you
astray)."(®)

When lecturing the people every Thursday, Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood
)& would say, "There are only two matters of importance. One is a way of life
and the other is speech. While the best and truest of speech is that of Allaah, the
best way of life is that of Muhammad %88, Everything newly introduced (into the
Deen) is a Bid'ah and every Bid'ah is a means of leading people astray. Behold!
Prolonged periods (of stagnation) should never pass over you, causing your

(1) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami (Vol.2 Pg.6).

(2) Laalkaa'ee, as quoted in Kanzu! Ummaal (Vol.1 Pg.97). Abu Nu'aym has reported a similar
narration in his Hifya (Vol.1 Pg.253).

(3) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami (Vol.2 Pg.187).
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hearts to harden and distant hopes should never make you negligent (of the
Aakhirah) because everything still pending is nearby and something far off is that
which is never to come." (!

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ¥JEiss said, "Moderation in the Sunnah is
better than exerting oneself in Bid'ah." ¢

The Encouragement Hadhrat Imraan bin Husayn
E)EW% Gave in this Regard

Hadhrat Imraan bin Husayn @&#% said, "The Qur'aan was revealed and
Rasulullaah #38% demonstrated his way of life (which we emulated). You people
must follow us because if you do not, you shall go astray." )

Hadhrat Imraan bin Husayn %@ once said to someone (who insisted on
following only the Qur'aan), "You are a fool! Do you find any verse of the Qur'aan
telling you that there are four Rakaahs in Zuhr and that the Qiraa'ah should be
silent?” He then proceeded to enumerate the other salaahs, zakaah and other
injunctions of Deen, saying, "Are the details of these found in the Qur'aan. While
the Book of Allaah only briefly mentions these things, the Sunnah explains the

details."®

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood &}E%% Encourages
Following the Sahabah #&J&@s

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood %85 said, "Whoever wishes to follow anyone,
should follow the companions of Muhammad #23 because from amongst the
entire Ummabh, their hearts are most righteous, their knowledge is deepest, they
are the least pretentious, they are most unswerving in example and their
(religious) condition is best. Allaah had selected them to be the companions of
His Nabi 433 and to establish His Deen. You should therefore acknowledge their
worth and follow in their footsteps because they had been fixed on upright
guidance."(5)

Hadhrat Hudhayfah &5@% Encourages the Qurraa
to Follow in the Footsteps of those who

Preceded them
Hadhrat Hudhayfah &J&i% used to say, "O assembly of Qurraa! Fear Allaah and
follow the path of those before you. I swear by my life that if you follow them,
you will go very far ahead and if you forsake their path to go this way and that,

(1) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami (vVol.2 Pg.181).

(2) Haakim (Vol.1 Pg.103), reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Dhahabi. Abu Nu'aym has
reported a similar narration in his Hflya (Vol.1 Pg.173).

(3) Ahmad. Haythami (Vol.1 Pg.191) has commented on the chain of narrators.

(4) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami (Vol.2 Pg.191).

(5) Tbn Abdul Birr in his Jaami (Vol.2 Pg.97). Abu Nu'aym has reported a similar narration from
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Umar 3685 in his AHilya (Vol.1 Pg.305), as has been quoted in the chapter
describing the qualities of the Sahabah @55,
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you will have gone far astray." (1)

Hadhrat Sa'd bin Abi Waqqaas %352 Tells his son,

"We are the leaders to be followed"
Hadhrat Mus'ab bin Sa'd reports that whenever his father (Hadhrat Sa'd bin Abi
Waqqaas &&@#) led the salaah (in congregation), he would make it brief
together with performing the Ruku and Sajdah properly. However, when
performing salaah at home (by himself), he would prolong the Ruku, the Sajdah
and the salaah. He would then say, "Dear son! We (the Sahabah #&&@2) are the
leaders to be followed."
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood #&)&@% said, "Follow and do not introduce"
and his Statement about Hadhrat Abu Bakr &)@ and Hadhrat Umar &15@%
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood )&% once said, "Follow and do not introduce.
(new ways) because everything has been done for you (Rasulullaah &% and
the Sahabah #&&@55 have already blazed the trail)." )
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood &% also said, "An integral part of the Sunnah
is to love Hadhrat Abu Bakr &J&@% and Hadhrat Umar &)\&®3% and to
acknowledge their worth." “4)

Hadhrat Ali )G Forbids People from Following
Living People

Hadhrat Ali 38455 said, "Be careful not to emulate people because while a man
can be doing the deeds of the people of jannah, he can change according to the
knowledge of Allaah and then start doing the actions of the people of Jahannam.
When he then dies, he becomes an inmate of Jahannam. It may also happen that
while a man can be doing the actions of the people of Jahannam, he can change
according to the knowledge of Allaah and then start doing the deeds of the
people of Jannah. When he then dies, he becomes a worthy dweller of Jannah.
However, if it is absolutely necessary for you to follow someone, let it be those
who have died (as practising Mu'mineen) and not those who are alive." ©©

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood &J5i@% Reproaches
a Group who Opposed the Sunnah by Changing
the Method of Dhikr.

Hadhrat Abul Bakhtari says that someone once informed Hadhrat Abdullaah bin
Mas'ood )&% about a group of people who sat in the Masjid after Maghrib
when one of them would tell the others to recite "Allaahu Akbar" in a particular
manner, to recite "Subhaanallaah” in a particular manner and to recite "Al Hamdu -

(1) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami (Vol.2 Pg.97). Ibn Abi Shaybah and ibn Asaakir have reported a similar
narration, as quoted in Kanzul/ Ummaal (Vol.5 Pg.233).

(2) Tabraani, reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami (Vol.1 Pg.182).

(3) Tabraani, reporting from reliable sources as confirmed by Haythami (Vol.1 Pg.181).

(4) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami (Vol.2 Pg.187).

(5) Ibn Abdul Birr in his Jaami (Vol.2 Pg.114).
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Lillaah" in a particular manner. "Do they then do as he says?" Hadhrat Abdullaah
bin Mas'ood ¥J&i#ss asked. When the person confirmed that they did, Hadhrat
Abdullaah bin Mas'ood &J&@s% told him, "Inform me when you see them
gathering again." v

(When the person informed him afterwards,) Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood
@& then came to this group, wearing his high hat, and sat with them. When
he heard what they were saying, he, being the stern man that he was, stood up
and said, "I am Abdullaah bin Mas'ood. By Allaah, besides Whom there is none
worthy of worship! Verily you people have certainly perpetrated a terrible wrong
by carrying out this act of Bid'ah! Have you then superseded the companions of
Muhammad #&2 in knowledge?"

A person named Ma'dad said, "By Allaah! We never intended to perpetrate a
wrong with this new act, nor have we superseded the companions of Muhammad
#5383 in knowledge." Amr bin Utba said, "O Abu Abdur Rahmaan! We seek
forgiveness from Allaah."

Thereupon Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood $&@% told them, "It is compulsory
for you to follow the path (of Rasulullaah %88 and the Sahabah #&J&i#%) and to
strictly adhere to it. By Allaah! If you will do so, you will have advanced far ahead
and if you start swerving to the left and right, you will stray far off." )

Another narration states: "The news reached Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood
@S that a group of people were sitting in the Masjid between Maghrib and
Isha..." The rest of the narration is like the one above. The only difference is in
the following words:

"Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood )&% said to them, "You people have certainly
perpetrated a terrible wrong by carrying out this act of Bid'ah, otherwise we the
companions of Muhammad #32# must have strayed." Amr bin Utba bin Farqad
said, "O_Abdullaah bin Mas'ood &35! We seek forgiveness from Allaah and we
repent to Him." Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ¥3&@®% then ordered them to
disperse.(z)

Another narration states that when Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood &J&@% saw
two groups in the Masjid of Kufa, he stood between the two and asked, "Which of
you two was before the other?” When the one group said that they were first,
Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood ¥@{#% ordered the other group to join them,
thereby combining the two into one. )

An authentic abridged narration¥) states that Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood

@S5 approached them covering his face and said, "Whoever recognises me will
have recognised me. As for those who do not recognise me, I am Abdullaah bin '
Mas'ood. Are you people more rightly guided than the companions of

2ZIngz s

Muhammad #3885?" The narrator says that Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood 43

(1) Abu Nu'aym in his Hilya (Vol.4 Pg.381). Abu Nu'aym has reported a similar narration from Abu
Za'raa, stating that it was Musayyib bin Nujbah that reported the gathering to Hadhrat Abdullaah
bin Mas'ood 452,

(2) Tabraani. )

(3) Tabraani. Haythami (vVol.1 Pg.181) has commented on the chain of narrators.

(4) Tabraani.
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also may have added, "You people are definitely clinging to the tail of deviation."
Hadhrat Amr Ibn Salamah says that they were sitting at the door of Hadhrat
Abdullaah bin Mas'ood &J&ii%'s home between Maghrib and Isha when Hadhrat
Abu Moosa Ash'ari &% came to the house and said to Hadhrat Abdullaah bin
Mas'ood @&E5, "Come with me, O Abu Abdur Rahmaan." When Hadhrat
Abdullaah bin Mas'ood &&E@% came out from the house, he asked, "O Abu
Moosa! What brings you here at this hour?" Hadhrat Abu Moosa Ash'ari $&E@5
replied, "By Allaah! The only thing that brings me here is something that I have
seen whi