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The history of the ~'ed.1c~.1 :suildin6 t atarting vi th tl' e nlr-n • 

discu'-'sir ns, ·.nd d e ras of -tl'e founder (; n orking u to the eree-

tior. O..L the H:e~i cal Building ( t Lo'''' al d ~ t,nd \;rre6ue· c treat in 1812 

gene 1t'. rdel1. 

'rh . ' ter"al () 

ing r£1 obtained by b 
_ tr~ ticn v: the, build

and interv.iewa ither ond ra,~ 111' r 

,1 th the building. l!o l("tn~ or reoorda ere ava.iIable d ~ to t e 

age of the structure. 
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HISTORY OJ!" THE UNIVERSITY G.t " ~RYLAND 

MEDICAL BU!LDIN~ 

The establish ent of the Uni versi ty of M-'1ryla nd tW l' be 

re . rded as tlle fina l a nd oro ming event of a. long aerie , of 

discussions, . pl ans and a ttempt _ a ll I ,Goking towar ' s organiza tion 

of the -prafes ion a nd the s ecuring 'Of opportnni t.1es of advanoed 

medic~l 1nstruet1Qt1 for this com..~i ty. 

The first indica tion of aJ tendency to . rds a. oommuni ty 

of interest a nd aotion in the profe&sion W8.S an interesting 

discussion in the newspa era. upon the subject of ediea l reform 

andl1l?p ressi-Ml ot quaokery~ hleh began in 178.5 and 5 carried 

on for se~eral y a rB ,. A soeiety ,13 foriledbY the physlciall of 

the town for the purpose Qf' disc Baing the most eligible plan for 

th.e carrying ,on of this movett1ent. but further p~ gres8 a ended 

by. the d 90 th of the lea der, Dr. Charles Frederick Wi8,enth 1. 

In the f all of 17' 9 e. more complete organiza tion of the phy-

sici ne of the to effeeted by the fo·rmation. of the -Medica l 

Society of B? lti ored under the l.eadership of Dr. Andre Wisenthal. 

a sou of the above, a.nd Dr. Georg Buchauan. Under auspices of' the 

society dissection was a ttempted a.nd the body err an executed 

oriminal s procured for the instruc,tion ot students of ana-to 

and surgery. The "eople of th town, however, interfered and took 

posses i On of' the body, which greatly dB.. the s'Piri t of the 

te~cher8. Wisenthal continued to conduct cl~sses until hi 's dea th 

in 178,. 
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HI T Rt . rt' • : _' UNIV ( a ITY 

I I AL BU 1LD I N ... .r 

The est bli . ent of he Univer ity 0 ~~ ryl nd .y b 

re rde tle fin 1 nd era in event of a long er i of 

di eus ions , lana nd tte pt t 11 lookin to ards org nization 

o the )rof'e ion nd th s ecuring of o ~ ortunitie 0 

edic 1 in tr etion for this co. nity. 

he fir t indio tion 0 t nde cy to rds oommunity 

o in ere t an ~ction in t e rote · ion ,8 an interestin 

discu s1 n in the ne sp, era, uo n the subject of edic 1 r for 

nd u re sion of qUr ok y, hi h be an in 1785 and . s c rri d 

A s 'ciety s for ' ed by the hy l.Cl . 11 0 

th to fa:r the", ur 0 e of diso . ing the m t Ii ible plan for 

th earryin on o~ thi ovement, but further r gr s end d 

by. the d th f the 1 ~ der , Dr. C rles ed rick i enth 1. 

In the a ll of 17' 9 or co. lete organization of the hy-

sici ns of the r et d by th f r ntion,of the • 

Sooiety f B .1 ti or·e" Ullder the 1 ader hip of Dr . Andre 

n f t e bove. nd Dr . G org Buchanan . Under uspie 

ociety d1 s ctio atte. ted and the body of an ex outed 

ic 1 

nthal, 

o~ the 

cri in~,l pr ur d or the in truotion of tudent of n to 

nd urg y . The e pie of th to h interf re k 

p ss ion of th b dy, hioh r tly d<· the 6 irit 0 th 

te eh s . is nt 1 cantin ed to cond: ct clp s until hi d th 

in 17 • 
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The Coll ·ege ·of f edicitte 'of ~ ~ryland, the present School of 

dlcine of the UUlver ity, 0 s its foundation to Dr . John Bea.le 

Davidgebo se·ttled for ractice in Ba.lt1 ore 1n 1'796 . He early 

ent rt ined th id . of founding here a choQl o£ ce ieine and was 

only deterred. by the lae.k of cooperati·on of ether physicia.ns. In 

180'2 he tarted class in Anatomy. Surgery, - tfery, !I~nd Physi-

ology. These clasee were h 14 twice a week and were eo~tinued until 

1807 hen the·' di 1 College l3111 \Va P ssed by the legislature. 

I e es Cocke and John Shaw as·socia. ted them elves 1 th Davidge t s 

proj ect in ~OO7 . They conducted cla.sse in a B 11 bull ing e:reet d 

on round belonging to Da1fldg t · 0'11 Libe·rty street, j.ust $outh of 

Sara aga . They secured nubj act a had their .-redec ssors a.nd at 

wi th a s1. 11a.r fe.te when 1 t be _ e known. This mishap r suI ted in 

a gr at loss tor David e and interupted the olasses for time. but 

it had tneffect of bringing th prafes ion to te s pport of th 

enterpris • 

So tl e early in 1808 a building ecured st~nding on 

the south est corner of Fayette (then called eha. t ) treet and 

l(oClellan " s III y . hich had formerly been uaed n . a chool house. 

b t ha.d b en tenantless for everal years. Its conequently in 
f!t> 

a. dila 1 . ted condition, but ren"ire s far 0 ible and erved 

the urpo es of the College until the oompl tlon of the building 

on the eorner of Lombard a.n r entre ts in 1 13. The want of 

a uitabl building for the purposes of the allege hcd been p 1n

fully fe1t fro hirst, ·nd the y an me~ns for securin it 
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d n f'requ ntly nd nxio sly d1 a e . 'f h ere ein no 

va ilable truct re in th ci y. ne s ~ry t build 

nd the only y i hleh this QuId be done ci S y t e he of 

a 1 ery . L ere th rit e ort in 1 0 e ery 

nter r of t d Y. co in to the id of both ub11c p iv te 

enter ri ea . 1· t rie bonn ed in th n ct-

ent f he for a. If en ry nd u :;11 l~ r rev n e 

a rrying n the over ent. 

Th fi ct authoriz1n th r a ing f 1 tt Y f r th 

b nefit of the College ~ s p ad by the i ,l tur on ~ nn ry 20 , 

1 08 . e ount d r'v d £ro. the 1 tt ry not to exceed ·. 4 " 00 . 

ther Acts re1:;. tin t , th Uni v r 1. ty lotlt ery ere s ed 

the s s ion of 811 , 1813, 1816, 1820 1826, (,nd 1827 . _ The amount 

de ive reI ahed 8 eh 1 0 , 0 • Nothino s e lv€d from th 

lottery until .. fter th colle a Univerity, nd th expense 

r n hile b rne by tee ber of t b ~~c~JtY J ho de th 

elva p r nally respon ibl for the debt i curred . LO<::o.n fro 

b a in ividu 1 ere eff cted nd h 1 an - nt- s 

b n' M e , f publio- ~irit cltiz n, s ec "a lly Jo n g r 

Ho rd, Robert Oliver , d R b rt G lor . 

r ureha e of t 10 on the orthea st 0 rner 0 Lo b - rd 

r n G een treets, fro C 1 nel Eo r f r the no inal , 
i on in . t ance of t liber lity of thr. t c1tiz n . 

Th 1 n r t e recti a buil ln on t i s lot n-

t r te to R. ry Lng, rchi eo • to ho. B Iti ~ re 
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qu t r ~ .... tra. t ~h€ 1 tf. 

endure f·r 'es. 



The Roman Pantheon-Concrete Dome nearly 2,000 years old-Rome, Italy 
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Me'Iioal College, :)",:J ' the c en',1er fr.o.t1\ hich the !) '~her del :;!!· t l'H.~nts 

aI' \;< to di el'&,e, s1,;':-nds onoJal '-' r, . I::>treet eJ.!tcl'ld d in tl e !!ieatern 

end f the oi ty . It i s con,)t~uc;Jed on t C 1)18.11 

a t Rome. The front faceo on the ··? ahlngton F. a • Q 

eX'cen 1 ire pr ~. eet down the Fp, tf'l.ps-co a d The grandeur 

of ,., e buil .. ill 1 exterior ~oe'''' not exce 1 t e i tt.!r1t~: convenlenoe 

The An··,to lical t e~ .tre" wi t 1 it 

Eur :lean ochools . The leaturin.::; room al i~ ~~pable of conta in-

ins twelve hundred p eru ns ith c nv ,.nicuee. The eherdieal 0::. 11. 

immeaiG, tely belo , is '0 t 1i ttla inf'el"' i . rJ i v will :lcc<rod.a te· p_b ' ut 

a 'tho $?tnd, a. ) rt of i ts are~ being t ke o.Pi by the: l a barr' tol."Y 

and nace sary ap~aT~ tus . The 

1-815. 

lhe iter f thi.s a rtiole fla rently erred in his.ju . 
\ 

ment f the ting C3.o,"o1 ty of t he lect "x'"e 1'00 s mentioned bove., 

The f'lo 1" s ce n S n t been al te e since the originu.l bail ing 

as erected and no on.ly aec.ood~ tea tn,.,ree hundr · d students. 

Th builders,. To s on and it er, st·, I t d 0 era. tions in 1811 

It is B l a re brick buildi '.I ) the' ei cul< r fo of which 

terna l di eter f si ty- five f at an ' .11s of ei i~ht-een 
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inch thickness thr u h~ut. Ie rtie extn t nt ... f~ feet 

to the r ,ont nd' orn: m nt, Y ight m'".ssi t ' irty in h columns . 

The c lumns a?nea r to have been brick d u 

a re re rkably well reserved . 

nd t.ueco and they 

There ~ .. e l' 10 a on ch ide t ere ,ngular ortico 

hich , 1 eon ins t a ir .. y to the up'Oer floor of the circula r 

porti n. The s eoond floor of' the ort.ic·o 1 nita-ble for littl 

other t n store ae ·du to th ery irregult.r low roof bove. 

A ix r ot naireles the ntire circul, .:-ortion 

on e ch 1 , r B.nd 00 t a il15 entrance int the tiered cl~ aroma 

ithin and affel' exit by 8. OJ ood n cireul r sta irway. s.i feet in 

dia at r. n orthea,st corne 0 th b ilding, hi ch evi e tly' 

s rve " fire G ;Je . Ihe t · ir ! y i s 0 in ver~ P" conditi 

~nd 1 1i tIe sed . 

n 

The 10 ·ter lecture roo 1s entered on tv' 0 levels, on t he ground 

floo '''' level by four tunnel und r the tier of r..'!€ ts a nd n h1 eher 

Ie el t the t the tiers h ting s ' oe f"a c the south 

ide of the buildin a nd rise f'ro floor lev 1 to a bout t elve 

fe t. In th ou 11 are b 11 t leI ti ces hie 

ri >in~l ] cIty 

ere a. 

r:. rt of the oder equl ' ent :f ieh t he 

r ud '1nd ~re no obsole,te but are " reserved bee u e of t elr hiat r

ical nt .re t . 

The p . t;r 1 ture roo is a lso entere • the 

second flo ' r level by tot lnel a t1 to ..l. the tie s by four 

entr, nces. the e ting a ce extends Bround t e entire ~ll The 



dt':r. e ~b ')ve i e
";. of trick . r1 . et'?i i n J • .. Jh t t. ro 1~11 el[,:h t, " Ii ;hts 

fa r feet in dlc;.,!J1_ter, pla ced. t r Tty-five egr P, interva (3 Fnd. 

a . ~e ten 'fae o-t ter L t th ~ tOry 0 t ... !e dom ~ is 

1 . ae . ky .i"'ht~ 

ect r • 

whieh is !uuch 

10 ar lect re r QYI . 

eet in i a t r w~ io is , iv! . c i nt o f ... fteen 

fo an exoellent et ad. of ll.~ht.ng 

to the 1i ' t l1P:)lied by th~ in 0 S 11 th 

rhe edio 1 Bull ing wa n of t ·e :rirat to 115 .... g. 6 i um-

inati , hich "& .. 0 intr duced tnt l$s'l t-. re by R . C.l!;{ Long a !; 10-. 

e r in ~s illm1na ti ' n.. '.1: e bt ld.ing i 6 no mde_~nly eq ill i th 

e1 .. ctrlcl ty . 

Defectl. ve 'uir;i.Jag urine; the insta J l a.t. i n of t elect ic 

syst ca.ued a fire about ~en ea r go. T 1. iil"...- nd r 

tn . :>den br oe ier f t Ie 10 er let e t:.l1 and . tly We1' 

ned th • A . arently () eft rt ha s been . de t re air the g 

but the ea ti '" paoe a.bove is still in u e . Ttl buildin~ s it 

st' nd, tits ooden eonatl' oted int rior. i s very subs entible 

to fire .. 

r.t-he on tr' c tlon . f the buildin ~ 110 ery no r utiliza-

tion OI s. ace d °t i no 1 n aT sui ble t b us d for l ab r a tory 

or re arch 10rk" b t no f rnishes nlyleo't re ~pace . 

D;. T • • Heat ,ole, ~eor ry 0 the ~.lti ore Scholls 0 

the UnlV r ity r : ryl"nd .. lans to , te tne bui lding nd til ... 

ize the l.)"' ce to better ur' e Devoted t t ,6 .:.. U ' a th·~ t 

h l~n > n wi th the h1at ,ric b ckgr und which 1 t 0 poss 
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