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Forewad

FREEDO)Y BEGINS AT HOME.

Todoy, iu the South, mey are hunted and lyncheq by mobg,
oman is bheaten into blimluos.s-, feelpless women pre shot doyy,
i eold Mood—agp because thei)y skin is dopje—.

Today, the second “war fop (Imnom'acy” has left less demoe.
racy thon before iy « terrorized Europe—

Today, everyone myst be told of the crimes being Committeq

Los Angeles. That is the job of #his Pamphles,

Its author, Hal Draper, hys leen in the Fforefront of the fght
aguinst raee hatred 4 this CitY, in iwords and actioy, His pajy,.
phlet, “7he Truth About Gerald Smith,” s Sl the only full.
length erposs of America’s Ny, 1 faseist. 4 Los Angeleg organ-

wer of the Workeps Puarty, he leq the first Mass-picket demon.-

Jim Croge 8 not o local Iog Angeles question byt o nationgl
evil that splotches the entire corntry. Bt ihe fight Jor Ireedoy,
beging at home. Thie namphlet 10401 make bette) Rahters againzs
Jin Croye, Whew e undeystand the roots of the el e Wil b
able to teg, it oni “/ the sofl thet nourishes i,
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JIM CrRow IN LOS ANGELES

Over 4 hundreq thousang peaple in Los Angeles liyve in a
Concentratioy camy,

Not the kind yoy read aboyt over in Europe, No barbed
wire, no 8as chambers, That isn't the only thing that makes »
Concentration camp,

Racial segregation, restrictiog of Aibeyty, Iu'ufnh':‘j/ o
form, vigilante m‘orm-{r()nper.s- nn the lnu.w*~these make the con-
centration amps that exjst in American cities, and in Los An-
geles, :

They aye the Jim Croge ghettox, Behind them is the shadow
of barbed wiype and tot:xlitarinnism.

That's pretty strong Izmguug‘v. Is jt Justified? After an, John
Smith, white American, Was brought up to think that iy only
right fop colored beople 1o Jive With theip Wi and not ¢ mix
With whijte folks,

That's not prejudiee, savs John Smiith, thags Just {he way
things onght {o I,

We'll pot around g tadking ahyoy the way things ongehy {o
be. Let's start by seeing hoy- things ARFE,

Home, Sweet Home

First of all, diq You ever tyy living jy 4 chicken Conp—yvon
and youp family-? .

Things gre tough alj over, and mayhe yoy don’t have an extry
bedroom fo) Junior. Byt

"Spot Surveys in some sections indicated nearly qif} available
garages, sheds, and in some cases even chicken €oops were ocey.
Pied for living quarters,*

That'’s the City Health Dopzn'tment reporting on (he south-
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gro district for 1944.45, People aye living there Jike
prisoners in g concentration camyp, not b.ec:mse they want to,
but because they are chained there by racin] Segregatioy.

Here's the whole picture:

During the war Years, the deman for lahor brought a quay.
ter milljon Heweomoers to Log Angeles, Seventy thousan Negrg
people came along with the rest. Without then, the city coulqd
not have hoomed into the major industrig} area it jq now,

The Negro Population of Log Angeles more than doubleq from
1940 ¢o 1946—from about 63,000 4o over 133,000,

Their Jahor Was welcomed, the fat wap Contracty and free
rovernment plants eyl NOW grind out the profits fop industyy,
But were they given 4 chaice to jyve decent]y»

Even back iy 1940 more than 84 percent of the Negro nopn-
lation were living in the arca of poorest. housing the city.
Then when the influy started-—_

Gf the auarter-miliion arrivals, tfn'e(--l'nm‘tlm had the whole
CIY to settle in becanse theiy complexiong Were whitjgp, Fiven
Sowe all knogw what the Squeeze was Jjke,

The other fourth, the Negro workers, haq to squash into $he

central Ne

A Negrg bopulation that hay doabled, 4 the resyly ol the
appeal g keep the War indostyies oMy, way Jack-lenire into
the “verflowing chetro by the diny Crow SVSstem of "res[!'icliw‘
Coveonangs.

It yoy want it iy olliria] ].‘H]j_"ll;l.m‘. hepe'y the City IIollxin;{
Authm'il,\' eporfing the Mavor on S('))l’omhm' 17, 19145 “We
therefyye have upm'().\'fnl:m-ly 125,000 neaple living, for the most
part, in sheltey Facilitiog which Wopre 1)1'1’117;12'1'1,\' suhst:uul;wd HI
Seriously OVererow e When they housed only 67,004 beople e.
Lure the war,"”

That SOy i, Possibile, Jyst tey to ing gine how jt Was done!

The “‘secret” 3 explaineqd by such things ay a publie health
nurse’s repopt which gives typical exseg like the 1'0110\\'ing': A
Ffamily of clevey, 1';101/((’4’1')/{/ cinht ep ddren ang @wnew infang, live
ina garage, sleeping thee and thyee together Duirk beds, i),
o running rwater, baty o) toilet exeept iy the Front house,

There i3 hot an inch of Space to which they can escape from
this inhuman existence Withoyt Crossing the magic Jije of the
Jim Crow ghetto.

Jim Crow Over the Housing Projects

The family in the above case wag waiting fop , vacaney ip
the Alisg Village housing Project. Sq are thousandy of othepg_
5,465 of them. Thiy is the numbep of eligible applicants (hyt
were waiting ag of September 1, 1945, and actually 59 per cent.
of them wepe Negro familjes,

Publie housing Projects brovided honeg for onjy about 9,0pp
Negroes. Private housing de\’elopments accounted [y Possibly
2,000 more. That ig why aroungd 50,000 were condemned tq live
in farages, chicke Coops and crowded Quarters. ’

Are the city lz.()uxz'u_(/ Projects oNen o Negroes? At Jeast
three are de]iberately kept ]il_\'-\\'hite, at the demand f the rey)
estate boary and banks, That does not mean that the others yupe
“open.”

There js q racial quotq,

This Syvstem wag legal and oflicial up to about TO41. Now it
IS just “understogq” Practice. I1 4 Negro Family- moves out, 4.
other moyey in—ng Mmore. The quoty May vary from o Lo 15 pop
cent or it may be only 4 token Tamily oy two. Dt there is
room for the EXpansion of the Negro population iy such projeets,

he over\\'hehning majority o Negro Tamiljes which ¢pe
settled ip Projects aye to be foung in the {('mpm'm'}/ m/i{s~jerr_\'-
built houses which thavoidably degenerate into near-slums o
Year aftey erection. As the Los 4 ngeles Sentiyel reported: “ry o
estimated that membepy of the Negro race are sope 300 pey
cent worge ol than menheyrs of the white yqee in regard o
}m;(.s-'z'ug. This hag reflected «growth of Crinme apd illnegs fiy-
nres in the crowded N(-gro'rlish'icl.s- whieh hoe Cititsed o stagrgey.
ing fnanciq) loss to the entiye Community.

Anybody who talks nice wordy about "intm'z'acial understan-
ing” ig taIking Up a spout gg long ag4 the Jim Crow practices
which bring stuch conditiong about, e winked yut,



Behind the Restrictive Covenants

The heart of this vicious svstem is the instrument
the restrictive covenant.

This is a “private” agreement by householders in a partiey

) . < R
lar area. It hinds them and their successors to refuse to rent
sell to non-whites. The enurts enforee these Fim Crow eunt [Ol

o non-wl IR0 - racts,

A present owner camiot vent or sell to a Negro even if he want
. 5 . I . ~ S
tu, beeause of u covenant made 25 vears ago by somebody g e
Foven 17 a Negro owns the property. he cannot use or occ{]p\- :1

The United States, "kome of the free,” according to the s;an .
is the ONLY natien in the world where a cifizen can be deprivegl
solely for his race and cclor, of the right to live in his own home‘
That is the fact—the rest is only a song. .
_ The present drive to renew and extend restrictiv
I3 not exactly a spontaneous movement by

e % . 3 y i
ho]('lel.\, What are the forces behind them,
white home-oirners in u Jim Crow fropt?

. In the first place, the banks and olher le
anxious to preserve their investments on re
Hu.nk of America and the Security
prime movers but not the only ones
to finance loans area is r i

\',‘.C,,,,(] ,1,.\ unlc;.s the area is restricted, thus forcing action

A v the veal estute s, Tor simi X

state boards, for similar reasons. The

South.\vest Realty Board, for example, has probably give
in\l;tuhnocmlhbtz;]cl\'ing f]m' every covenant orguanized Il‘l t};zltl)l(\lli(v.ltlrit:te
ugh the myth that Negro occupancy automatically 1. ‘ers
property values has been exploded Ly gy ;ur\'(—'\' ' h( "T (')'“EM
Association of Real Estate Boards in 7 ities “the vony ooml
snlcsvmven still like to use 1‘est1'ic:‘.;‘u\nlzz.\']: l\etlll:xllt:: t(};etl‘ml e
. Third, the federal government, throngh /1:‘-1)1'i 'nl
iy Authority, which ucts in this re\-l)eu‘.'l' th t* A,
mittee of the real estate operators, ‘ ith the.

known g4

: e covenants
imdignant house.-
eeking to line )

nding ?'nsti/uh'mm,
. al estate loans. The
-Iirst National Bank aye
- Theiv method is to refuse

' exceutive com-
but with the public’s money.,

Besides guaranteeing loans on race-restricted property, the FlrA
has actually “recommended insertion of ryace rvestriclive core-
nants as « pre-condition for its guarautee of loans.” reported
Loren Miller of the NAACP to a national confevence last May.
Since that time the FHA has deleted this from its manual but
it is still to be seen whether its local oflices will change the actual
practice.

Fourth, particular moneyed powers arith vested interesits,
Last May the magazine Nouw lifted the lid on the drive for a re-
strietive covenant in the square mile area bounded by Washing-
ton Boulevard, Grand, Exposition and Vermont, in the heart of
the city. This area contains a large amount of property ticd up
with investments of the University of Southern California and
the Automobile Club of S. C. In additioii, Chancellor KleinSmid
of USC and the Doheny oil family have nansions here. Tese
three powers were squarely behind the anti-Negro campaign. The
Auto Club’s legal department was handing out blank agreements
and recruiting canvassers and admitted working in close cotlah-
oration with USC authorities. At USC, cvery fraternity and
sorority had signed up, except a Jewish sorority.

From the USC to the KKK

The role of the USC deserves an extra word. While it has
Negro students, its school of medicine rigidly excludes them: it
has drawn the color line on the athletice field for 15 vears; it uses
a textbook on eugenics which preaches racism and Negro inle-
riority; its dormitories are Jim Crow. With all this, it is more
distinguished for foothall teams than for education, in which its
standing is notoriously low. And up to a recent revoll of its face-
ulty (which was hushed up), its professors and instructors were
being paid salaries which were among the lowest in the country.
There's the combination: Jim Crow, punor cducation, econuic
exploitation and lots of rah rah—all in a university, mind you:
not an ordinary sweatshop.

Getting back to covenants, we list fifthly—nplain yaeketoer-
ing. A fly-by-nighter sets up as a realtor. circulates covenant
agreements, and charges two to five dollars for the “privilege”
of signing, to cover the legal processing. A number of vace-hait-
ing numbskuls can even be induced to do the actual work of




canvassing for the “cause” while the operator collects the soft

fees.

Sixth on the parade is—the K Khe Klan. The Klan revival

in this state began last March with fiery crosses in Big Be

striefive covenants here and elsewhere in order to hold the
of pure Americanism.” More on that later.

From finance capitul to the undoricorld—that is where our
list has brought us. And in such « set-up vou can be sure that the
capitalist politicians are not missing, although they are the hash.
ful boys who don't like their faces to show in such Zoings-on, An

as the

exception is a gentleman named MclIntyre TFaries, who w
Southern California head of the campaign for Governer W,

War-
ren’s election. This “friend of the peep-ul” is one of the top lead-
ers of the restrictivescovenant group in South Pasadena, To
complete the circle, his law firm is also the counsel for the City

Housing Authority in Los Angeles! Do yow gel the pictures

NN

But the expanding drive from within the bursting Negro
community is making its way. In 1945 more lawsuits challenging
restrictive covenunts were filed by Negroes in this city than by
Negroes in the rest of the country. The Centra]l Avenue dis-
trict is moving west, to Broadway. The so-called JefTerson tract
on the west side is moving cast, to, Vermont Avene, Restrictive
covenants are bulging at the seams.

As this iy written, the
Supreme Court may decl
and illegal, as it ¢je
drive may be expected to shift from
ségregation, the covenant, to g

possibility exists that the Calilornia
are the race covenant unconstitutional
arly is. If and when this occurs, the Jim Crow
the “legal™ instrument of
flave-up of racist violence and

ar
Valley and an American Legion mecting there where un avowe|

Klan spokesman, Rev. Swift, declared: “We intend to form vye.

line

intimidation—encouraged by the money bowers but cgrrie(l out
by =uch agencies as the Nlan and loeat o 154'1lamte‘_tmtrm'lsts.

" Such is the connection between "l'u.\‘]\vtl';\hlt‘ Jim Crow (-us
practiced by the banks and real estate gongers) ;.m(l race vio-
lence. The latter is brought to play when thu-nt}jcl‘ .15- k‘no?kcsl ol
the head. The fight il shirt frone the courts (o the field of de-
fense against terrorist gangs.

Old Jim Crow on the Job . _

There is a “restrictive covenant™ in the m(ln.\'t.rml plants l'.lt?;

Last hived, prst tivcd: as soon as tho.“\\'zu' for democracy
and its Jabor shortuge was over, the Jim Crow pattern began to

Waele

*“*lll’);:’]";;\*?; it was automatic, because Jim Crow createx a vi-
cious circele. Being among the last hived, Negro \\‘nr.]\'el'f were
among the carliest laid off. Being given little oppm't.umt.\' for all-
around training under conditions ol war production 2l.ll(‘ 1‘1.lCL.’
prejudice, they were the more caxily \\'(‘(‘(ll'd“()‘llt \\\'hon 1,1?(111.%1:_\
L'l‘)ll.|(l afford o pick nd choose, Then the l: l'-,l’( was klllml_'m
Congress by the Democratic-Republican condition and all vestige
uf restraint was removed. . .

Or i i wasn't automatic, a shove was given, .For (:xnmp]o.
at the local Todd shipvarvd in the mnn.th l'nlln\'.'m}.’;.\'-?l I).u_\'.
Negro avelders, espectally women, were dired even :l}_";'lln.\'l.lll].ll)‘n.
senjority rules. This wie done through the pretest ol a }\'vhlm;z
re-tost :'Ul:.- vovernmaent™ Navy itspect-es cooperated by imspect-
iy Lo voloa of the welo or el theos the testb-plate. . .

. Here vonp e b reeon why tally one-gquarter ol :"H :|'n.!:
appltcanis wors o che s the ULR. ICmpIn_\'n'wm ‘.Vm\n«
I Los Angeies =< o) e L2 obe L ads s giossly out ol m‘upun'-
tion to their six per cent of the ponulation. By now. the propor-
tion of Negro unemplovine:st i prohably even higher. .

The local USES ackn b 7 ithet their obruary e
“receals « higher perecntage of vpenly acknowledged (’l.\'(‘i'll.)'l—
wation than had cver been previcosly vecarded,” Nearly '.'1 .thmyl
of the job orders in the manufacturing ﬁvk.l o.\:chvlde(l 1\0(3,1-?(.\.\..
Nearly a quarter ol «ll job arders were (Ilsm']nnn:'ltor,\'.‘T1.1:\‘.
mind ‘_\'ou. counts only employers who put (}:n\"n thu}r p'rc,l-mh(,(
on paper and sign their mames Lo it The USES poliey is to co-




operate in such race diserimination as the agent for the em-
ployer. ) . _ ) .

The Negro worker is being pushed back into the economic
blind alleys marked out for him by the economic rulers of our
society! o ‘ o o |

All the jabberwocky that was handed out during the war
about the “new freedom’” or all four frecdoms that would fol-
low the defeat of fascist Germany is being exposed as the regu-
Jur patriotic poppyeock that is handed Lo oppressed people when
their loval services become necessary to tide the capitalist rulers
pVver A Crisis,

The Lineup on FEPC S

"The attack on Jim Crow in jobs produced the drive for a
state-wide Fair Employment Practices law. The reactionary
state legislature turned it down several times. Was it just the
pad, bua Bepublienne who blecked wostate PIEPC? Noo The Ne-
gro assemblyman from the 62nd district, Gus Hawkins, openly
Jaid the responsibility upon both the Degwoernis oo b Renubliceas
(Los Angeles Sentinel, Feb, 210 19165,

fn the November, 1946, clection, Proposivion Noo Vi yor |
siate WO e dereatad by Uhe rencuioniay untict Do
nacked by plemy of money, Leading the fight against it were:
the Me-chants cond Monnraotneees Associadion, the Aszeejalod
Tarmirs, the Chombers of Commeree, the Los SAwucles Times
and Heavst, Bven the fake-liheral Daily News came out against
il Prominent by its support were the trade untons, hoth AL
and CTO, as well as the Negro oreanizations. Here over the issue
of race discrimination was the basic conflict of Capital and
Lubor.

The Workers Party backed Proposition 11 all the way, But
we know that even an FIPC with a couple of teeth in it cannot
begin to clean out an cconomic system which needs ruce discrim-
ination in-order to keep workers divided. The national wartime
FEPC showed that.

Roosevelt established the TIPC only at the threat of the
March-on-Washington movement héuded Ly A. Philip Randolph,
president of the Sleeping Car Porters Union. And then, having
headed off this militant revolt for Neero rights, the new FEPC
“wever veectved aine but tolen appropriations aid never obilained
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full presidential support™ by Roosecddt. This is quoted from the
summary made of the FEPC by its own dirvector of tield oper-
ations, Will Maslow. What is important to remnember is that even
this concession by the povermment wus made only when he
Negro people threatened to take the fight into thelr g hunds?

That's the kind of militant action that opens the road
FEPC and to the death of Jim Crow.

o

The Klan Rides Again

The fight over FEPC Lrought into town that traveling sales-
man of race hatred, Gerald L. K. Smith, to do his bit for the Big
Business campaign against Proposition 11, Smith is only a vis-
itor to town, but his tie-up with the local Ku Klux TWlan revival
has been proved.

The underworld character named Ray Schneider who was
Smith’s bodyguard in Los Angeles has also been exposed as the
“Grand Dragon’ of the Klan. The Rev. Switt, who spoke for the
KKK at the Big Bear lodge of the American Legion, openly
stated that “Gerald L. K. Smith is our leader.” The Ku Klux
Klan, whose post-war revival has made a national scandul, is
busy at work in Los Angelexs! Testimony hus been given that it
has 100 groups operating in Southern California, under various
names.

-The first fievy-cross burning in Los Awngeles proper took
place in May, 1946, on the front lawn of . G. Hickerson of 134
56th Street, whose family lor more than two veuars has heen

waging a court battle for the right to live there. They are the

only Negro residents on the block wind neighbors had hrought
suits.




Typically, the potice belittled the “incident™ as o “enildisy
prank,” and this has been their standard reaction to Kluy ouy.
yages. This is nothing but villainous hypoerisy. In the Hickep-
son case, for example. pot o single neighboyr appeared through-
out the whole commotion made Lite at night by radio cars, mij-
ing men and photo Hush bulbz—an amazing lack of curiosity !
The police did 1oL care Lo expiain how plavial children put te.
gether the large, experdy-carpentered wooden eross, This P
of the story goes for mo~sL ol the 27 cases ol Klun activity which
have occurred in the city in the past months,

A few days later, fcry crosses buried again—one in Eagle
Rock, where Grand Dragon Schneider had his KK post-office
address, and another right on the campus of our old acquaint-
aice, the University of Southern -California. Here the police
trotted out the pat explanalion “ua student prank™—a student
prank which erected a five-and-a-hall-foot c¢ross before the Jeu-
ish fraternity Zetx Beta Tau, and branded the letters KKK on
the lawn in flaming kerosene ana in two-foot letters on the wall
of the house. The materials for the cross were definitely traced
to another fraternity, hut to this day neither the police nor the
USC has lifted a finger. The university aathorities moved only
to prohibit a protest rally on the campus.

In June and July again Lhe “prankish children™ of the KKK
struck. In case after cuse their connection with the restrictive-
covenant drive wus clear lo ceeryone hut the guardiais of law
and order. Two Negroes, Richard Butes and Fred Mills, are
‘knifed, beaten and their homes set afire after threats by a couple
of avowed Klan representatives who warn them “We're going to
run the Negroes and Mexicans out of this arca.” A retired Ne-
gro police captain, Homer L. Garrott, has the sinister letters
splashed on the sidewalk in front of his house—a house in which
he tives only because he Tought and won a restrictive-covenant
case as the only Negro on the block. With 27 veuars on the force
behind him, Garrott also had to listen to the stupid police ex-
planation, “childish prank.”

The government from the Mayor down has made it plenti-
Tully clear that they arve not the least bit inte rested in getiing in
the Klaw's way. After the [irst cases, Mavor Bowron blustered,
“I shall not tolerate these oulrages.” But not a thing was done
—not one arrest, not one stspect, not one clue in the “baffling”
mystery,

By September Mavor Dowrvon was bold enough to assert that
his “investigutions™ had shown no sign of KKK activity in Los
Angeles. Not a sign! This fine gentleman could not do more for
the Klan if he donned a white robe and hood for a City Hall re-
ception.

The KKK weapon ix vigilante terror, Iy the ilearby town of
Fontana last December the entive family of O'Day H, Short, in-
cluding two young childven, was burned to death at home as the

GEQORGIA Q/FONTANA, CALIF.

result of an explosion and fire which an expert investizator de-
seribed as arson. This Tollowed shortly after warnings from two
deputy sheriffs and u real estate broker that the Shorts were
“out of bounds™ and a vigilante commitive was meeting. The
government authorities never even pushed an investigation.

Wheat you sce is o uniled [ront—police officiuldom, yorern-
ment, properticd intevests, Klan and cigilanle hoodlims—aoper-
wting in closc harivony. They are making crystal-clear that the
Negro people and Iabor must depend on their own forees and
action to defend themselves.

The Police Scandal

That’s enough on what the police do NOT do. But the dirtiest
story in Los Angeles is the disgraceful vecord of police brutality
against the Klun's chief victims, the Negro population.

Just suppose

You are driving vour car down the street, say, near Main and
101st. Two plainclothesmen stop vou—Dbecause, they explain
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later, they think vou “look like a suspicious charactoy, Becayse
you are “slow” in getting out of the ¢ as ordered, they set upon
you with fists and gun-butls. No charge is laid: vou aye not even
booked; once you've been beaten up. you're released on identifi.
cation,

This is not an atrocity tale out of Nazi Germany or Missis.
sippi. This is the story of Dr. Joseph A. Hayes, well kiown Negra
physician who served three years in the Army Medicai Corps,

Scarcely a week passes but that the local Negro press prints
one or more shameful reports of this nature. And those that o
get printed are usually only the worst in the week's news. The
Hayes case is fairly “mild.”

In the very same week another veteran, James S. Carter, is
arrested for speeding. He appavently sras speeding. He is there-
fore beaten up in a squad car, charged with car-stealing for good
measure, and the cop in the squad car tells him : “What we should
do is treut the n...rs here like they do iy Georgia, Then e
wouldn't have uny trouble with you n...rs.”

Here’s one that’s different. Lynford Johnson, who is a white
man, is arrested on June 22 Lecause he.is walking along Main
near 97th with a Negro friend. The police grill him on the pro-
priety of his association. He is NOT beaten up, just hauled to,
jail and booked for investigation. After all, he is not a Negro
—just walking with one.

Three plainclothesmen break into a house near Central and
42nd looking for a crap game. A crowd gathers to watch the ex-
citement. Finding no crap game, the‘cops charge into the crowd
instead. Mouthing racial insults, one of the officers begins hit-

ting the nearest person with a cane. The victim, Roy Howard, is
beaten unmercitully in the sight of all, then shoved into a police
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car and driven around for an hour and a Tml-f while being beaten
and cursed. An officer tells h'lm on the * ride™: Al I want to do
is to tulke my pistol and 1('111{1 « /L...,‘lln (t'c_u{h with it. The only
reason 1 dan't is becanse [ ){1!_4//11 yel in oy ‘[H‘He' rowble about it
But relax—justice finally triumphs. The vietim, Howard, is freed
of charges, even though he lands in a hospital, The Gfficerss
Nothing happens to them!

. One more case, of an instructive Kind, A 13-vear-old boy ol
Mexican extraction, I‘:ng-'(:‘l.le ;‘»[n‘ntenegm, is ordered to stop by a
deputy sheriff, on suspicion of l)urglm'_\': He runs. The oflicer
thereupon draws his gun and shoots the boy through the back!
This is what is meant by the outery against the cops who gel
“trigger-happy” when they enter minority-group districts. And
we haven't even mentioned :eeve cases of general “shoving

around,” discourtesy, rough h..-.lling, and 0 on.
13

City Hall Siips a Wink o the Cops .
Last January the Mayvor's “Committee on Home Front Unity ™
held =« eanlab with police representatives on the charges of po-
fiee brutelity. Al the police could muster was a denial that it is
sy ol the department {o use brutality against minority
vroups, This stunid defense is only a cover for the fact t}mt the
department toleralos, whitewashes and condones such action!
Walter Wunger, the motion picture producer and a member
of the Committee, contributed tie hrilliant sugeestion that the
police should improve its publie relations with the Negro press,
and a motion was passed, That's all, folks.
All the cases of police hrutality we hive mentioned took place

affer this conference.
‘ Negro police oflicers on the loree have alwavs been rt.'lo;:ul.wl
to routine {asks in uniform and neither promoted nor given in-
centive and opportunity. There has been a steady decline under
Bowron's administration in the number of Negroes assigned to
the Newton Strect detective burean. When the present crew
came into City HHall in 1938, a Negro was acting captain at the
station. Now ‘there is not one colored detective-lieutenant there
and only two detectives. In the entire force the number ot N(—\-‘
gro detectives has gone down almost half., and the number of
detective-lieutenants to zero. Does anyone Hhink these faels have
no conpeelion with the mownting menaee of KKKism in the po-
lice force?




What does “respect for law and order” begin to mean under
such conditions? ITow can one expeet Negroes. who see the hand
of the government and its police raized against them every day
of their lives, to feel anything but resentment aguinst an author-
ity which oppresses them =o erucllv? Ecovomic exploitation o
y(}ciul oppressioi—ithese are the Larin crils of capitalisin which
produce erime as a blind, anti-social protest against an intoley-
able way of life jorced o subject gromps, whether iehite or Ne-
qro.

Poison—Beware!

Anyone who thinks this is just the Negroes™ fight is making
{he mistake that keeps Jim Crow going and growing.

That goes for white workers wha think race prejudice is not
their concern. That alzo goes for Nesro workers who come o
the conclusion: “The whole white race Is my enemy.” If both
sides keep the conflict on a race hasis, then Jim Crow wins auto-
matically.

Let's be practical abou$ it. For Meqgro workers, race haired
is a club. For white labor, race hatred is a slow pojson. The only
ones who benefit are those who exploit hoth. The only hope of
victory is through working-cizss solidarity.

Negroes belong to o minorvity group, <o culled, by virtue of
color, But Negro workers and 90 per cent o Negroes are
workers) belong (o the great MAJORITY GROUP of this coun-
try. That great MAJOTRITY GROTUP iz the working class, oll of
whom are exploited by the capitalist profil-makers in oan een-
nomie system that hreeds race hatred alone with the profit.

When that MAJORITY GLOUP cloxes s ranks and under-
stinds its interests ax an awnkened CLARS, the Jim Orow ny s-
tem wWill disappear like its ancestor, the slve system.

That is why the first principle of eapitalism ix-—=DIVIDI
AND RULFE. Set native-born aguinst foreign-born. Jew against
Gentile, Negro against white, and lauglh vourthead oft while yvou
pick the pockets of all ofs them.

So the poison of “while supremacy™ is carefully pumped into
the heads of white workers by the whoele machinery: ol eduei-
tion, movies, radio, newspupers, and so on,

One of the lfactorvies of these racial myths is right in our city
—the big dream factory known as Hollvwood, Tlere, where the

16

pap for people’s thinking is doctored up and slanted, the Negro
people are systematically portrayed only in the role of humble
menial, entertainer ar Uncle Tomi——so that when ILuropeans met
American Negro soldiers in the life they weye honestly surprised
to find just MEN like themselves.

This is the Kind of poison. spread not by the Gerald Smiths
and the KKK but by respectable powers in our society like Holly-
wood and the press, which lies at the bottom of race riots. Los
Angeles too has seen these.

There was the pogrom of June, 183, which the newspapers
camoutlaged under the name of the “zoot-suit viots.” Carey M-
Wiliams described it in his book, Sauthera Colifornia ('m;uh'i/:
“Roaming the downtown streets. a mob of 2,000 h()U(”Ul;l.\‘
dragged Mexicans, Filipinox and Negroes from motion-picture
theaters and street cars, heat them on the streeis and sidewalks
and in many cases stripped them of their clothing. During the
rioting, policemen wiatched the violence., made no attempt 1o
intervene, and arrested the vietims of the mob after the mob
had finally abandoned them.”

This, like the notorious Sleepy Lagoon case of Aucust, 1042,
involved the Mexican minority mainly, Lut perhaps even more
dangerous have been recent outhreaks of ruce violence in the
publie schools directed against Negroes, In January the Gom-
pers Junior High and in July the Manual Arts High School saw
vicious attacks by white boys upen cofored pupiis, and in 1945
there had also Leen several similar events in schools,

The racist poison seeps from tke top down to those who are
the stupidest, most uneduccted and fascist-niinded, and gives
them the idea of verting all their hatreds and fears of insecurity
upon minority peoples as scapegoats. If they can even succeed
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in setting one minor:ty against another, then indeed #We race-
baiters enjoy a good beily-laugh.

Last July many Negroes in Los Angeles received posteards
from something called the “Gentile League™ warning them to
“Beware of the Jews" and “slimy Jewish finance.” All this has
the same origin as similar propaganda against Nesroes. Divide
and rule!

The same Jewish fraternity at UsC o which was the vietim
of the KKK outruagre had itself not tong betfore been one of the
signers of the anti-Negro-restrictive covenant there. In the same
way, Negroes who lall for anti-Semitic or nationalistic anti-
white propaganda wre digging their own pitfalls, Vietory ljes
only in real unity on class lines—Dblack and white Jabor fighting
together to give the nation's weaith back to the nation’s workers.

Labor Is the Enemy of Jim Crow

This means in the first place a determined struggle inside the
trade unions to destroy every sign of Jim Crow {n the labor move-
menl. lovery Negro worker knows how widespread this disgrace
is, especially in the AL, The fight against it is gaining, nation-
ally and in Los Angceles. The great “Operation Dixie” of the
CIO and ATL, the drive to organize Southern labor, is {orcing
even race-minded AFL cralt unions to reconsider their restrie-
tions, becanse the fight itsell makes clear that labor can advance
only with racial solidarity.

In Los Angeles the AFL Central Council has taken a step
against the great evil throngh a new Committee to Combat In-
toler ance and through aid Lo the Last Side Labor Committee.
This is still only a token. But this is the direetion for the strug-
gle—mnotl o rejeet the unions with scorn but to fight to make
them clean instruments of class solidarity.

Even with the running sore of Jim Crowism in many trade
unions, it is the labor mavement and only labor which has been
the greatest enemy of race discrimination. In Los Angeles, the
pressure of the (10 Auto Workers is forcing the auto plants to
open the doors to Negro production workers. After a fight by
Local 216 and the threat of action by CI0-UAW President Wal-
ter Reuther, the General Motors plant in Southgate last July
vielded and began hiring Negroes in production departments.

Labor stunds to qain by abolishing Jim Crow—Capital needs
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the Jim Crow system—rthis is why the workin
is basically the ally of the Negro struggle.

Negroes can no more distrust any white just because he j
white than they can trust any Negro Just because of his r'lcls
It is not a question of color. In fhe early months of 1946 ‘fhe‘
Culinary Workers Union started an organization drive 7i;1. thi
Central Avenue district. The average wage of ~ulinary workers
in this area was 20 to 50 per cent lower than in othey section;
of the city. Negro employ ers came “orth with the Very sane argu.-
ments for segregation and wage discrimination as their white
capitalist brethren.

The Central Avenue “community” turned out to be not one
but TWO: the community of employers versus the comlnunit\"
of labor. Race segregation and Jim Crowism, it was made clear
is indeed in the interests of certain Negro business and pmfe%-‘
sional elements, who use the sepregated Negro districts as thoir
own preserves for exploiting the members of their owp race.
Black or white, the stream of profit is thicker than the bload
stream.

9 class movement

The Communist Party. Sell-Out

Can we look to the Communist Party Lo lead the fight?

To many people the Stalinist CP iy & puzzle. On the one
hand, they remember when the CP used to lead militant strug-
gles like the defense of the Scottshoro boys. On the other hand,
more and more Negroes in latter vears have beeir disilusioned
asrthey realize that Unecle Joe Stalin's hoys use the Negro ques-
tion only as a foolball, ux it suits their changes in line.

During the war, for example, the (P line was “Nalional




unity” for the war and soft-pedal the Negro fight. No “fuss”
that' might “divide the home front.” So in the CIO here they
voted down resolutions of protest against Jim Crow in the armed
forces; they gave up their organization in the South; they liqui-
dated their “Nuational Negro Congress” in Los Angeles and else-
where: they denounced the March-on-Washington movement
hecause it was too militant. 1t wwas a polivy of lying down aind
keeping avum fust awchein the powers-that-be weve most afruiil of
Negro disconteut.

This sell-out line of the Stalinists wasn't confined to the Ne-
gro fight. The P was telling ALL lubor to play dead, not to
strike, Tet itself he kieked around, for the sake of the way.

The key to this “puzzle” is really very simple. The CP line-
changers ave intevested in only one thing: Whut helps Stalinist
Russia's world policy at the moment?

During the Stalin-Hitler alliance, Russia was hostile to Amer-
jcan imperialism Lecause it was allied with the Axis. So-=the
Stelinists heve awcent oll oul for militaney, to wealeen the Amer-
ieun acar muchine in the interests of the Aris. Then Russia Le-
came an ally of American capitalism, and the Stalinists here
followed suit. So—ihe Hoe was “nu trouble,” “wetional unity”
no strikes. Today Russian imperiatism and Wil Street imperial-
ism are again quarrelling over the division of the spoils. So—
the Stalinists opce ugain beyin {o furor “wmiitaney” against the
Awmervican capitalists, beewnse they are the agents of the Russivi
rulers. They set about reviving their National Negro Congress
in Los Angeles, and their local mouthpiece, the Culifornia Eagle,
Loes the new line.

This outfit, which still ealls itsell’ the Communist Party, is
no more “communist” or “socialist” or “red” than the Demo-
cratic Party of Bilbo and Rankin is truly demoeratic. Socinlism
or the real contmunism of Lenin and Trotsky—means political
and cconomic freedom. Tt is not the totulitaricn horror wunder
Stalin in Russiv. We want neither Uncle Toms nor Unele Joes
who wish to use the Negro people as catspaws.

Whom Can We Trust?

By their deeds shall ye know them. They told us “Trust Roose-
velt.™ They tell us “Trust Wallace.”” They tell us “trust some-
body"—bhut don’t you dare take your own fight into vour own
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pands. We of the Workers Party tell you:

Trust NO ONE, black or white, who promises to *“do you
good” while YOU sit back 2l\1(l watch. No one ever got his rights
panded to him by somebody else!

YOU have to act. YOU have to join the fight. YOU have to
organize, from the bottom up.‘THEN you will see those who are
fighting consistently at your side.

Here in the Los Angeles city gc')\'ernmen.t we hn've i g]zn'i.ng
example of the practical result of ’Slll)l')’()l“tl}lg cap\'tnlist politi-
cians who are elected as “progressives,” friends ol the people,
and so on. The same Mavor Bowron whom we have had to men-
tion so many times was elected to oflice with the complete sup-
port of the CIO leaders, the PAC and the Communist Party!

This i really air eye-opening fuef. You might say @ Well, they
got stung. Kight, butl fabor has been getting stung just this way
for a couple of hundred yeurs, hy supporting “wood™ capitalist
politicians against “worse™ capitalist politicians. The eapitalists
always give you a choice, a better and a worse, and whichever
gets in, they ave still on top.

It's about time thal labor quil wiasting voles on any capitalist
party and went into polities for itself. That means it must o~
ganize its own independent political action not to support a Bow-
ron or a Wallace vr another “good” capitalist, as the PAC does
teday, but in order to put Inbdr's men in the povernment, Work-
ers c.:l.nnot depend on anything but o workeis’” gorernnient, which
will really oust monopoly-capital and run our economic and po-
litical life fov the masses of people.

To this end. sayvs the Workers Party, labor must break with




all the Demoerats and Republicans and form ITS OWN INDE-
PENDENT LABOR PARTY, based on the trade unions. Only
an independent Labor Party which has a sweeping program of
basic social change can represent the interests of Negro and
white workers in their joint struggle for a world fit to live in.

The Final Answer to Jim Crow

The first answer is a fighting program for immediate action
against Jim Crow. Such a program for Los Angeles is on the
next page. It is the platform of the Workers Party. It should be
part of the fight of any organization worth its salt.

But the Workers Party goes beyond this first answer. We
have already tried to show why. We have tried to bring out that
the Jim Crow evil is only a part of the greater evil which besets
the world we live in. That greater evil is the exploitation of all
labor by the small minority of eapitalists who eontrol our lives
because they are the private owners of the means of life—of the
factories, mines, machinery we work on.

They divide and rule. They wage wars for their profit. They
make a farce of democracy. They throw us out an the streets
when their system breaks down. The Negro pconle are victims
caught in the gears of tie capitalist profit system.

That is why the Workers Party fights Jim Crow, as part of
the fight Tor a better world for all. That is why the Workers
Party was the organization which initiated the struggle against
Gerald L. K. Smith in Losx Angeles lust vear. That is why it brings
you this pamphlet. That is why its national newspuper, Labor
Aetion, hammers away al the race hatred which the capitalists
use to hogtie «ll inhor,

We stand for the proposition that the workingmen must take
the means of production into their own control, under their own
vwnership—and organize industry through a demoeratic Work-
ers’ Government which will abolish exploitation aud profit-
squeezing.

This is cconomic demoeracy, and it is called Socialism,

We believe that those who sce straight and fight clear to the
end cannot stop at merely patching up evils here and there. They
must band together in a fighting vanguard for the radical aboli-
tion of capitalism and lor a SOCIALIST DEMOCRACY.

Don't just grumble, curse or weep. Understand, orqganize and
fight! ALL THE WAY—WITH THE WORKERS PARTY!
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Plan of Attack on Jim Crow in Los Angeles

DEMAND OF THE GOVERNMENT:
(1) Outlaw restrictive covenants—ban any contract based

on’ racial discrimination. Withdraw city building rights and
licenses from landlords and real estate companies th
or organize race discrimination.

(2) Abolish all race quotas in housing projects, public
private.

(3) Initiate an adequate low-rent housing program which
will permanently alleviate the congestion in the Negro districts.

(4) Make all race-discriminatory practices by landlords and
employers a criminal offense.

(5) Set up a city Fair Practices Commission on Employment
and Housing, with power to put teeth into its decisions, the com- 7
mission to include representatives of labor and minority groups. §

(6) Demand that the city police and county sheriff authori-

at practice

and

ties cease shielding and giving protection to Ku Klux Klan and

vigilante terrorist groups.

(7) City Council to set-up a commission to try police officers 8
accused of racist brutality, with power to fire aud institute ac-. ‘2
tion against the criminals in uniform, the commission to include
Jabor and minority representatives.

(8) Immediate appropriations to improve transportation,
lighting, recreation and Library facilities in the Neervo distriets,
FIGHT IN YOUR TRADE UNIONS AND
NEGRO ORGANIZATIONS FOR:

(9) Labor and minority groups to organize their own de-
fense formations against vigilante and KKK threats and out-
rages and faseist campaigns like those of Gerald 1. K. Smith.

(10) Equal rights for members of minority groups in all
trade union locals. AFL and CIO Councils to demand the revoen-
tion of the charter of any local guilty of race diserimination.

(11) An independent Labor Party, based on the trade unions
—aiming at a Workers’ Government and basic social change.

(12) Get the Negro organizations, and other organizations
fo which you belong, to adopt these planks as part of their plat-
form and to organize militant action to carry them out.

AND FOR YOURSELF—

(13) Join the socialist vanguard in the Workers Party, to
push this program everywhere and to lead the fight for a revo-
lutionary Socialist Democracy!




Labahts
Collec o

READ
LABOR ACTION

A weekly socialist newspaper with hard-hitting
articles on the war and its profiteers, the trade
unions, the Negro people, the imperialist intrigues
of the Big Powers, and the fight for Socialism.

PLENTY FOR ALL by Ernest Lund

A basic booklet on socialism. Read it to find out
why capitalism cannot give the workers Plenty
for Alf but only wars, depressions, and fascism.
Find out how a socialist society would create
Plenty for All.
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P want to find out more about the Los Angeles Section
of the Workurs Par v,

........... Send me more lilerature.
wS€Nd Me Notices about your mieetings.
e T €l me how | can join the Workers Party.

Mail to:
Workers Party Your Name
Los Angeles Section
31672 West Pico Bivd. Address ........o.o...ooooooiiimiiii
Room 1
Tel.: Richmond 7-3230  City ond Zone




