
 

Picture here 

 

 

S
h

ip
w

re
c
k

 o
f 

th
e

 W
h

a
le

-s
h

ip
 E

s
s
e

x
 b

y
 O

w
e

n
 C

h
a
s

e
 

 

Shipwreck of the Whale-ship Essex 
by Owen Chase 

 

"Narrative of the most extraordinary and distressing shipwreck of the whale-

ship Essex of Nantucket which was attacked and finally destroyed by a large 

spermaceti whale, in the Pacific Ocean: with an account of the unparalleled 

sufferings of the captain and crew during a space of ninety-three days at sea, 

in open boats, in the years 1819 & 1820." 
 

Owen Chase (October 7, 1797 – March 7, 1869) was First Mate of the whale 

ship Essex, that was struck and sunk by a sperm whale on October 28, 1820. 

Chase wrote about the incident in Narrative of the Most Extraordinary and 

Distressing Shipwreck of the Whale-Ship Essex. This book, published in 

1821, would inspire Herman Melville to write Moby-Dick. ( Wikipedia) 

 

Read by Phil Schempf                                 Total running time:  2:30:42 
 

This recording is in the public domain and may be reproduced, distributed, or modified 
without permission. For more information or to volunteer, please visit librivox.org. 
Cover picture from The Mariner’s Chronicle (1834), Engraving No. 14, 
https://ia600408.us.archive.org/21/items/marinerschronicl00dunc/marinerschronicl00dunc.pdf. 

Copyright expired in U.S., Canada, EU. and all countries with author’s life +70 yrs laws. Cover 
design by Fritz. This design is in the public domain.  
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