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A Christmas tale of John Brown’s ghastly family (suburban
snobs), Captain Bonaventure de Camp and his equally awful
brood (a dubious crew), and poor Soavo Spohf, organist of
St. Stiff the Martyr, gifted in musical ability but not blessed

in looks or love.

No-one could call this a great work of literature, but it
definitely raises a few chuckles and it also offers a
fascinating glimpse into Christmas festivities and social
mores in well-to—do households in the mid—19th century.
(Introduction by Ruth Golding)
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