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Wars of the Roses History Plays, Volume 1

William Shakespeare
1) The Tragedy of King Richard 11
The Tragedy of King Richard Il, by William Shakespeare, is the first of the history series that continues

with Parts 1 and 2 of King Henry IV and with The Life of King Henry V. At the beginning of the play, Richard Il
banishes his cousin Henry Bolingbroke from England. Bolingbroke later returns with an army and the support of some
of the nobility, and he deposes Richard. Richard is separated from his beloved Queen, imprisoned, and later murdered.
By the end of the play, Bolingbroke has been crowned King Henry IV.

Run time: 03:02:38

Chapters: 5

2) King Henry IV, Part 1
King Henry 1V, Part 1 is the second of Shakespeare's eight Wars of the Roses history plays, with events

following those of King Richard Il. As the play opens, King Henry IV (formerly Henry Bolingbroke) and Henry Percy
(Hotspur) argue over the disposition of prisoners from the Battle of Holmedon. The King's attitude toward Mortimer and
the Percy family prompts them to plot rebellion. In the meantime, his son Prince Hal is living the low life in the
company of Sir John Falstaff. As the time of battle nears, Prince Hal joins his father and is given a high command.
The play's climax is the Battle of Shrewsbury, in which Prince Hal and Hotspur meet and fight, with Prince Hal and the
forces of the King prevailing. The action continues in King Henry IV, Part 2. From the start this has been an extremely
popular play both with the public and with critics. (Summary by Laurie Anne Walden and Wikipedia)

Run time: 02:50:40

Chapters: 5

3) King Henry IV, Part 2
Henry IV, Part 2 is a history play by William Shakespeare, believed written between 1596 and 1599. It is the
third part of a tetralogy, preceded by Richard Il and Henry IV, Part 1 and succeeded by Henry V. The play picks up
where Henry IV, Part 1 left off. Its focus is on Prince Hal's journey toward kingship and his ultimate rejection of
Falstaff. (Summary from Wikipedia)
Run time: 03:10:55
Chapters: 6

4) Henry V
After the turmoil and uncertainty of Henry IV a new era appears to dawn for England with the accession of

the eponymous Henry V. In this sunny pageant, the Chorus guides us along Henry's glittering carpet ride of success as
the new king completes his transformation from rebellious wastrel to a truly regal potentate. Of course, there is an
underlying feeling that the good times won't last, and this is all the more reason to enjoy the Indian summer before
the protracted and bitter fall of the house of Lancaster. (Introduction by Algy Pug)

Run time: 03:04:02

Chapters: 5

Chapter Details:

King Henry IV, Part 1 King Henry IV, Part 2 King Richard |1 Henry V

0 - Dram. Per. - 00:03:19
1 - Actl -00:32:57 1 - Actl -00:35:25 1-Actl-00:44:27 1-Actl-
2 - Act Il - 00:50:01 2 - Act Il - 00:43:14 2 - Act 2 - 00:38:05 2 - Act 2 -
3 - Act Il - 00:35:21 3 - Act Il - 00:26:30 3 - Act 3 - 00:39:24 3 - Act 3 -
4 - Act IV - 00:19:49 4 - Act IV - 00:49:53 4 - Act 4 - 00:23:43 4 - Act 4 -
5 - ActV -00:32:32 5 - Act V - 00:32:34 5 - Act 5 -00:36:59 5 - Act 5 -
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