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1iM INDIAN LEGENDS
Long before the white man brought wheat and corn to the western

Indians, those near the northern lakes lived on wild rice which
they harvested in canoes by beating the tall brown stalks with their

paddles.
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This legend of the Menomini tribe tells where the wild rice came
from.

Many, many moons ago, Nanabush, a Good
Spirit, came to earth to make the first Me-
nomini. In four days, by working magic spells

upon a bear, he transformed it into the first

Menomini brave, whom he named She-

katcheke.

Nanabush made Shekatcheke head of the Menomini bear society

so that he would remember and be grateful. He took the Indian to

the river and gave it into his hands with all its fish, its great beds
of wild rice, and the sugar trees which grew along its banks.

Nanabush told the first Menomini that the tribe would always have
the wild rice no matter how the world changed.

When the tribe moved from the Menomini River to Lake Winnebago
after the white man came, there was no wild rice growing in the

lake. Yet, after the tribe had lived there a few years, most of the

wild rice disappeared from the river but grew everywhere in the

shallows of Lake Winnebago. Had not the Good Spirit, Nanabush,
promised that there would always be wild rice?





THEY OUTNUMBERED ME!

THEY ARE BETTER ARMED,
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I SHALL.CHIEF STONE

BEARf BUTTONTO HAS
TAUGHT ME THERE IS STIL1

A WAR TO BE WAGED AND /

TO BE WON IN

FIGHTING IT!









TONTO JUST COME FROM
THAT WATER HOLE f GUN-

MEN THERE NOW.1 THEY
NOT LET-UM DRINK

JNLESS YOU PAY'

WHAT?WHY THETH1EVIN'

POLECATSr THEY CAN'T

GETAWAY WITH THAT?
ATER HOLE'S
10 PROPERTY

THEY TWELVE MEN!
NEAREST TOWN WITH
TROOPS TWO DAYS'
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RIDEr YOU PAY-UM (i

OR fight-um: 1

KNOW OF'

OLD INDIAN WATER
HOLE.MEBBE YOU

/ THE FOLKS ON THIS WAGON

p TRAIN AREN'T SPOILIN' FOR A
GUNFIGHTt BUT WE ARE PAYING

NO THIEVES' TRIBUTE? WE'D BE

OBLIGED TO YOU IF YOU'LL LEAD

US TO THE OTHER I'^agg-g;
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L00K,H!$TER,MAKEIT7EH
DOLLARS A BARREL AND
WE'LL BE ABLE TO
PAY YOU f

CAN'T SELL IT CHEaO
LIKE THAT? WORD MIGHT

GET AROUND AND OTHER
POLKS'D EXPECT BARGAIN

PRtCES.TOO! NOPE, DUKE
CARSON'S HONEST
SAME PRICE TO ALL?

7 IPITWEREUPTOME.l'D V
PAY YOU OFF IH LEAD,CARSON! 1
BUT I'VE GOT NO GUNSUCK3 /
TO BACK ME UP?— A
WE'LL TAKE ONE tUtWX, /\
OP WATER AT YOUR l^!*!?"
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. ASKIN' PRICEf j/*"*"^ :

'FJtA!D NOT* ONI V
BARRELED HARDLY !

LAST YOU THROUGH
AN EMERGENCY? !

WOULDN'T WANT
YOUR THIRST ON MY
CONSCIENCE—You
F1LLANOPAYFOR
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-/wE drive wagons forward
/ NOW AND RIDE BEHIND-UI

I HAKE WAGONS GO PLENTY FAST OR
N. THEY NOT REACH WATER














