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PREFACE.

THE ancient language of Abyssinia, commonly called Ethiopic, was but very

imperfectly known in Europe before the publication of the Grammar and

Lexicon of Ludolf. This very learned, industrious, and accurate writer was Aulic

Counsellor at the Court of the Duke of Saxe Gotha, from about 1652 to 1678,

and afterwards his Resident at Frankfort, and President of the Academy of

History in that city. His works, which are the great source of information on

all subjects relating to the Ancient Language and the Literary and Ecclesiastical

History of Abyssinia, are as follows :

1. Jobi Ludolfi Lexicon ^Ethiopico-Latinum, fol. Francof. ad Mcenum, 1699.

2. Grammatica ^Ethiopica .... fol. ibid 1702.

3. Psalterium Davidis jEthiopice et Latine, curd J. Ludolfi, 4to. ibid. 1701.

4. Jobi Ludolfi Historia ^Ethiopica fol. ibid 1681.

5. Jobi Ludolfi ad suam Historiam ^Ethiopicam Commentarius, fol. ibid. 1691.

The Grammar and Lexicon were first published in 1661 ; but these were

nothing more than rough sketches of the much enlarged and complete works

above mentioned, published in 1699 and 1702. The Ethiopic part of Castell's

Polyglott Lexicon seems to have been chiefly composed from the MS. copy of

the first edition of Ludolfs Lexicon before it was put to press*.

In one of the works above enumerated, the
"
Commentarius ad Historian

jEthiopicam," Ludolf has reprinted
ee The Confession of Faith of Claudius

King of Ethiopia f," which had already been published with the First Edition of

his Grammar and Lexicon. In this Confession, Claudius, speaking of the Sab-

bath, says, that it is observed in Ethiopia,
rtf}* : /\HH-Y : ftn<tf : AiVC.?* :

njS^.R'fl^'A.P "According as our Fathers the Apostles have commanded us in

the Didascalia." On which passage, Ludolf has the following Note : (Comm. in

Hist. jEth. p. 239 :)

* See the Prefaces to the two editions of LudolPs Lexicon; and Castell, Lexicon Heptaglott. col. 853.

t Claudius reigned from 1540 to 1559.

a
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Arab.
fd*&\ ^\ &d&id) Didascalia, sive Doctrina, a Graeco

Revera libellus est ita dictus, Apostolis adscriptus, qui et apud Coptitas reperitur,

et tertius est in Collectione Canonum. Ignotus hucusque fuit ecclesiae Romansc atque

Graecae. Quisnam sit, plane incertum est, ait Beveregius in Annot. ad Prooemia et Paraphr.

Arab. Cone. Nicaen. p. 211. Europa nondum ilium vidit. Coptitis tantum notus est, a

quibus ^Ethiopes ilium acceperunt. Triginta octo Canones continet, quorum capita infra

Lib. iii. c. 4. cum lectoribus communicabimus."

In the passage here referred to (Lib. iii. c. 4.), a Table of the Canons of the

Didascalia, or rather, of the Titles of its Sections, is given, a copy of which is

subjoined to this Preface. This Table was taken by Ludolf from a work of

Wansleb's, which I have never seen, entitled
"
Histoire de 1'Eglise d'Alexandrie."

Such is all the information that Ludolf was able to give respecting the Ethiopic

Didascalia ; and later writers appear to have added little or nothing to what he

has stated.

A few years after the publication of Ludolfs works, the Didascalia became a

subject of controversy between two celebrated men of that time; the learned

Dr. Grabe, and William Whiston.

It is well known, that there is a Treatise containing various Rules of Chris-

tian Doctrine and Discipline, called, The Apostolical Constitutions ; which was

originally attributed to Clemens Romanus, and supposed to have been com-

piled by him from the Instructions of the Apostles. It has long however

been considered as the production of a much later age, and not of higher

antiquity than the fourth, or, at any rate, the third century. In the edition of

the Councils published by Labbe and Cossart (fol. Paris, 1671), the learned

editors prefix to these Constitutions the following Note on the date of their

composition : .

" Sane ut dementis Romani fcetum non esse, ita etiam erudito scriptori, qui 3

saltern seculo floruerit, vindicandum, omnibus hodie persuasum esse video, inquit illust. de

Marca, Concordim lib. iii. 2. p. 393. cum in illo commentario antiquaa disciplinae satis

expressa vestigia supersint. An vero esedem sint cum illis quarum Epiphanius meminit

adversus laseresim Audianorum uberius alias disputabitur. Interim lege Petavium in notis

ad Epiphan. et torn. II. dogm. theologicorum, Bellarminum de script, eccl. v. Clemens,

Gabrielem Albaspineum ep. Aurel. lib. I. observationum, cap. 13. Certe si quis &c., qui

S. dementi abjudicant."

In a later edition of the Councils, edited by Mansi, (Florent. 1759) it is argued,

chiefly from points of internal evidence, that the true date of the Constitutions

is about the beginning of the fourth century ; probably between the Council of

Illiberis A.D. 309, and that of Nice, A.D. 325.
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But to return to Grabe and Whiston. Whiston had set forth and strongly

maintained an opinion that the Constitutions were a genuine work of the

Apostles, and of as much authority as any of the Books of the New Testament ;

and moreover that there existed in the early Ages of the Church a book now

lost, called, The Doctrine of the Apostles, which was an Epitome of part of the

Constitutions, and of equal authority with the Constitutions themselves. He

conceived that the Didascalia of the Eastern Churches would in all probability

be found to be a Translation of this Apostolic Doctrine, and that it was there-

fore highly important that a copy of it should be obtained and published. And

of the Versions received in the several Churches under the title of Didascalia,

he considered that the Ethiopic was probably one of the most ancient and

authentic. There were at the time two Arabic Manuscripts of the Didascalia

in the Bodleian Library at Oxford. These Dr. Grabe undertook to examine for

satisfaction on this point, so far at least as the Arabic copies were concerned ;

and in an Essay on the two MSS., he communicated the result of his researches.

In giving an account of the Contents of his work, in the Introduction to it, he

thus sums up the points which he considered that his examination had clearly

established :

" FIRST I will make it plainly appear, that this Arabick Doctrine, except the Preface, and

five or six Leaves, is not an Extract from the Six Books ofthe Clementine Constitutions, but

the very first five entire Books of them, and Part of the Sixth
; (which by what accident it

came to be left out, I shall also give an account of;) and that therefore Mr. Whiston has

been greatly mistaken in esteeming it as a lost Book, and made a vain promise to publish

it as such, together with the said Constitutions, when it is the very same with these, altho'

the order of some Parts be transposed.

" SECONDLY I shall shew, that this Arabick Doctrine is not the same with that ancient

Book, call'd the Doctrine of the Apostles ; but that, altho' the latter has been the Foun-

dation of the former, yet it has been so much alter'd, and so many Things have been added

to it, as have made it a quite different and a much larger Book.

" THIRDLY I will prove, from the very Preface of this Book and the last Chapters, that

it is not an Apostolical Writing, and ought not to be calFd a Sacred Book of the New
Testament, nor to be publish'd as such." GRABE'S Essay, 2d edit. 8vo. Lond. 1712. p. 11, 12.

This Essay called forth a publication from Whiston, entitled
"
Remarks on

Dr. Grabe's Essay upon Two Arabic MSS. of the Bodleian Library
"

(8vo. Lond.

1711). As this book gives a detailed account of the origin of the controversy

and the points upon which it turned, and exhibits very clearly the views which
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Whiston entertained of the importance of procuring a copy of the Ethiopic

Text of the Didascalia, some Extracts from it are here subjoined.

The work begins thus :

" Before I saw Dr. Grabes Essay, my Thoughts were these :

"
PROPOSITION.

" That Doctrine of the Apostles which the Churches of Ethiopia and Egypt received, and

that we have in Arabick at Oxford, sofar as it is the same, is Genuine, and a sacred Book of
the New Testament. I mean this in case these copies of theformer were not an Athanasian

Abridgment of the Genuine Book only.

" The reasons are these :

"
I. This Book has no other Competitor in all Antiquity ;

and therefore, its Pretentions

ought not to be disputed without full evidence to the contrary. We have already shew'd,

and 'tis own'd by all the Learned, that there was in the Fourth and Fifth Centuries a

sacred Book of our Religion, stiTd the A/5a%^ rutv 'AvrooroAco)/, The Doctrine of the Apo-
stles. We also find by the Ethiopick Records, that those Churches, together with those of

Egypt, or the Copti, have ever had a A/5acr/caA./a or Doctrine, ascrib'd to the Apostles, and

ever receiVd by them as Genuine. Nay, Wanslebius had the book itself in the Ethiopic

Language ;
and from him Ludolphus has given us the Contents of it, as I have set them

down elsewhere. At the same time we know of no other book that can so much as pre-
tend to be the same in all Antiquity besides. This therefore having so strong a claim, and

having no other Book than can set up any opposite claim, ought to be allow'd to be the

same, till some other appear. I mean this in case there be not very convincing Evidence

to the contrary. If I know there was a genuine Epistle of Clement to the Corinthians, and

find in the Alexandrian MSS. a Book with that very Title, and find no other Book with

that Title in the World, I readily suppose it the very same genuine Epistle, till mighty

Arguments are produced to the contrary. The application is easy."

The next Extract exhibits more directly the importance attributed to the

Ethiopic Text of the Didascalia, in reference to this controversy :

"
Scholium. We must here note, that till we have the Ethiopick or Coptick Copy of this

Book published, it will be very hard to determine how far that Arabick Version we have

at Oxford is genuine, and how far alter'd or enlarged. Nay, till we have the Original

Greek it will not be easy to satisfy ourselves intirely in this matter. So far seems plain,

that the Preface is genuine ;
and that this Book, in the main, includes that original Doctrine

of the Apostles, which was extracted from the Constitutions in the first Century. But

because this Arabick Version must be very late in comparison of the Ethiopick and Coptick ;

and long after the Constitutions themselves were publick ;
because it seems to be conside-

rably larger than the Original Doctrine of tlie Apostles, at least, than the Ethiopick and Coptick
Versions

;
because it appears not as any Epitome or Abridgment, as the other do, but

indeed contains about half the former Six Books of the Constitutions themselves ; because

it has a long additional spurious Chapter at the end, no way derived from the original
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Constitutions, nor appearing in the other Editions ;
and because there were so many other

Extracts and Branches of these Constitutions extant by themselves in those later Ages,

when the Arabick Version must have been made, this Edition can hardly claim to be the

uncorrupt exact Doctrine of the Apostles, nor the same with that common to the Ethiopick

and Coptick Churches, but some other Work thereto relating. If I might guess, till we

have testimonies to supersede guessing, I should think it a transcript of those parts of the

Constitutions at large, of which the Original Doctrine of the Apostles was a short Extract

or Epitome, and no other. Not to say that "'tis not impossible that it may be that Extract

from the Clementines spoken of by the Author of the Synopsis Sacra Scriptures, in the

words elsewhere set down : KAijjKevna
1

e wv juera^>pacrfl>j(rav EK\eysvra ra dhydEcrrspa KOI

Seoirvevara. Unless the larger spurious Ethiopick Constitutions themselves, of which in

my Essay on the Constitutions, be therein referred to. When we have the Ethiopick or

Coptick Edition of this Doctrine of the Apostles intirely published, which I hope will be

done ere long by some learned Person who is skilled in those Languages, and has the

opportunity of perusing it, we shall be better able to clear this matter.

" As for the Objections that are made by Dr. Grabe in his late Book, they chiefly

.concern that Arabick Edition only ;
and so are generally of no force against the other.

11

pp. 12 14.

One more passage only from Whiston shall be given. It is as follows :

" But now having done with my Observations, I shall proceed to my History, or such a

clear and honest Account of my Procedure about these MSS. as may free me in good mea-

sure from the Imputation of Rashness, at least of such Rashness that can hardly be paral-

leVd and other the like severe Reflections which the Doctor makes upon me and my Con-

duct. I shall here only give a true Account of my Procedure : and then leave it to the im-

partial Reader to judge how far I have been too rash, or at all culpable in this matter.

When I was examining the Authentickness of the Constitutions themselves, I perceived, that

tho' Eusebius and the Antients did hardly ever mention them in express Terms, among
the Catalogues of Sacred Books, either undoubted, doubtful, or spurious ; according to

those strict Rules of Secrecy which they then thought themselves under about them
; yet

did they not only discover the exactest knowledge of, and greatest Veneration for them

on other Occasions, but did expressly name a parallel Book call'd the Doctrine of the

Apostles, which seems plainly to have been an Extract out of the former Six Books, therein

contained; with these Differences only, that the Constitution Word for Doctrine was

Afao7caA/a, and the other Ai&oc^, which yet seemed to me then of no very great conse-

quence ;
tho

1

I now own myself of another mind ; that the former contain'd many
Doctrines and Accounts usually then conceal 'd from the Catechumens, while the latter

was particularly fitted for their use
;

and that the former appeared to be a much larger

Book than the latter. 1 found also that the Ethiopick and Coptick Churches had such a

Doctrine among them, only call'd A/Jacr/caA/a, and not A/%J), which they ownn

d for

Sacred
;
and that yet the Ethiopians had admitted no Books from the Greeks since the

Fourth General Council, in the middle of the Fifth Century ;
or since the Ages when we

have the certain Accounts of such a Sacred Book among Christians. So that it seeni'd

highly probable that the Ethiopick and Coptick A/ctacr/cocA/a might be the genuine Doctrine
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of the Apostles. I had by me, from Ludolphus and Wanslebius, the Contents of all the

Ethiopick Chapters or Canons, into which that Book was by them divided, in Number 38
;

and found reason to think it might well enough answer the ancient Descriptions and Cita-

tions from the true Book. I perceived it was a Methodical Extract, or rather two or

three distinct Methodical Extracts join'd together, from the former Six Books of the

Constitutions, and ending with the last Chapter of the Sixth Book. When I came to

Oxford about Michaelmas last, to my great joy and surprize, I found two copies of the like

Arabick A^acr/caTv/a or Doctrine, ascribed to the Apostles ;
or of that very Book ;

so far as

then appeared ; as having a particular Preface in the Name of the Twelve Apostles, which

expressly belonged to that true Doctrine of the Apostles, as distinguish'd from the Catholick

Doctrine, or former Six Books of the Constitutions
;

its contents were almost the very
same with those of the Ethiopick Copy ;

the Number of the Chapters but one more
; it was

generally taken out of the Constitutions ; and had a Passage not unlike that which Origen

quotes from a certain Little Book belonging to the Apostles; as had the Constitutions

themselves the same : And tho' we could not readily find that other Quotation among
the Works of Cyprian, yet was I not sure but it might be there; nay did not know

whether that Citation was not made from another spurious Book of the like Title,

mention'd by Dr. Grabe. Only I was a little surpriz'd to find it such an Extract as

generally agreed verbatim with the parallel parts of the Constitutions, tho' often in a

different Order
;
and that it was so much larger than I expected : Yet in a case of

this nature, I could not think such Difficulties equivalent to the foregoing Arguments ;

especially to the express Affirmation of the Preface prefix'd thereto. Upon the whole, I

concluded that what Dislocations, Additions, Interpolations, or Alterations soever this late

Arabick Copy might have, yet that it must probably preserve the antient Doctrine of the

Apostles ; (as not then dreaming of Athanasian Deceit or Forgery in the case
; tho

1

I

did suspect it before I saw the Drs. Book, as appears above) and till we could procure an

Ethiopick, Coptick, or Syriack, if not a Greek Copy, must be highly worthy of the public

View
;
and at the least, would give great Light and Attestation to the present Copies of the

Constitutions themselves. My affairs in London, and the approach of our Cambridge Term,

hindring my longer stay at that time at Oxford, I had not Opportunity to desire Mr.

Ockley to go over any great part of the Book with me then
;
but only recommended the

Translation of it to him before I came away ; and so I defer'd the exact Examination of

the Book, and the fixing my own distinct Opinion about it, till I should receive that Transla-

tion. And had not Mr. Ockley's private Affairs hindred him, I had long since had that Trans-

lation, and so could have formed my own Judgment upon it : While in the mean time, for

want of it, I was forc'd to content myself with informing the World in general what a

Treasure I had found
;
as it on all Accounts most certainly is

;
with publishing the genuine

Preface of the Apostles intire therein contained
;
and with using the Contents of the Ethi-

opic Copy, which I had before me
; and which was to be a kind of Standard whereby to

judge of this Arabic Edition, when I should receive it. Accordingly, till I heard that Dr.

Grabe had a Book almost ready to be published against me, I never once fixed or wrote

down my own Thoughts distinctly about it
;
as knowing that till I had that Translation by

me, or some particular Account of the Book, I could not do any such thing either to my
own or others

1

Satisfaction. Now this being the Truth of the Case, what mighty Occasion
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was there for Dr. Grabe's numerous and pathetical Exclamations, Admirations, or Imputa-
tions upon my Conduct in this matter ? None of which yet shall I here return upon Mm ;

as being very willing to undergo all this, and much more, in case the Church and the

Learned will at last hear the Merits ofmy Cause, and come to fair Enquiry and Examination.

But to wave this matter and return: I proceed now to my third and last Head, viz. To

express my present Thoughts concerning this Arabick Book and its Preface, since I have had

*he happy Opportunity of perusing the Account and the Arguments which Dr. Grabe has

given us about them ; which I shall do under the following Proposition. Desiring the

Reader only to Note, that the fourth Argument for the genuineness of the Preface to the

Arabick Books, taken from that name of Apostle of Jerusalem instead of Bishop of the

same, therein supposed to be ascribed to James, is to be omitted
;

as being, it seems, the

bare mistake of the first Translator : and that all the other Arguments are still insisted on

by me in that case : as being agreeable to that intire and more exact Translation of the

whole which I have now by me, and which I design to give the Reader in my Essay on the

Constitutions.
"
PROPOSITION.

" The Preface to this Arabick Doctrine is the real Preface to the Original Doctrine of the

Apostles ;
but the Book itselfis a corrupt Edition of <AeCatholickDoctrine, orformer Six Books

of the Apostolical Constitutions, made by the Athanasians in the Fourth Century of the Church"

pp. 3541.

In all this it does not appear that Whiston had changed his views of the im-

portance and authority of the Ethiopic Didascalia, though he gives up the case

of the Arabic Doctrine ; but in a work which he published in the same year

(1711), called "An Essay on the Apostolical Constitutions/'* he says (p. 549)

that the Ethiopic Didascalia is either the very same as that Arabic one at Oxford,

or a mere abridgment of it.

On this I have only to say, that he seems here at length to have come to a

right opinion upon the subject. We have now the greater part of the Ethiopic

Didascalia before us ; and we find that the Proposition, just quoted above, about

the Arabic Didascalia, is precisely applicable to the Ethiopic : it is precisely

what Whiston, with his views, must have said of the Ethiopic Text also, if he

had seen it. The work is set forth in the name of the Twelve Apostles ; he

would regard its Preface therefore to be the real and genuine Preface : but the

Book itself, so far as we have it, is nothing more nor less than
"
a corrupt

Edition of the Catholic Doctrine, or former Four Books of the Apostolical

Constitutions."

It results, however, from what has been here adduced, that no copy of the

Ethiopic Didascalia could be obtained at the time of this controversy ; and what
r

*
Forming the Third Volume of his

"
Primitive Christianity reviv'd."
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Ludolf had said of the work before it, remained equally true after it,

"
Europa

nondum ilium vidit."

Among the Manuscripts brought from Abyssinia by Bruce is one thus

described in the Printed Catalogue of them, under the head
"
BIBLICAL MSS." :

" No. 5. The Constitutions of the Apostles, or a Collection of the Canons made by the

First General Council, which is the Statute Book of the Church of Abyssinia ; contained

in one large and beautiful volume, 13 inches long by 12 in. broad, and 3 in. thick."

Whether this be the Didascalia or not, is uncertain. It is much to be

regretted that the negotiations which have at different times been entered into

for transferring this valuable Collection of MSS. to some public Repository

where they would be freely accessible, have hitherto been unsuccessful.

The latest account that we have of Abyssinia is the Journal of the Rev.

S. Gobat, a Missionary sent thither by the Church-of-England Missionary

Society *. He resided some time at Gondar in 1830. It will be found, that in

the conversations with Abyssinians which he records, the Didascalia is occa-

sionally mentioned by them, as a work of authority with their Church.

We proceed to the History of the present edition of this work :

About ten years since, the Rev. William Jowett, formerly Fellow of St. John's

College, Cambridge, and then residing at Malta as Representative of the Church-

of-England Missionary Society, while on a journey in Palestine, for promoting

the objects of the Society, obtained at Jerusalem several Ethiopic Manuscripts,

which he transmitted to this country. The Society above mentioned pre-

sented them to the British and Foreign Bible Society : in whose Library, of

which at that time I had the charge, they are now deposited. Two of them

were found to contain the entire New Testament. The rest were chiefly of a

liturgical or devotional character, and their contents do not seem to possess

any particular interest. But one of them I observed to bear the Greek title

Aiurofyu} rav 'Ktoffro'huv, written upon one of the blank leaves at the beginning ;

and its Ethiopic title I found to be ^^UCt1
: ,/!*<&.? : HMlCD* : : From

the word E.JS.ftfcA,? :
(Didiskalia)t, I naturally conjectured that this MS. might

contain the Didascalia of Ludolf. The work was divided into Sections ; and on

examining the headings of them, I found them to be in most cases precisely the

* " Journal of a Three Years' Residence in Abyssinia, in Furtherance of the Objects of the Church

Missionary Society. By the Rev. Samuel Gobat, one of the Society's Missionaries." 8vo. Land. 1834.

t I have adopted Ludolf 's orthography, g 1K"fl*l
>
l?ltJP :
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same, both in matter and order, with the Canons of the Didascalia as given by

Ludolf from Wansleb. The work purported also to have been drawn up by

the Apostles ; to whom, as we have seen above, the Didascalia is attributed by

the Abyssinians. There could be no doubt, therefore, that this MS. contained

the very document of which Ludolf had spoken.

Having already some knowledge of the Ethiopic language, I immediately set

about the Translation of the MS. into English : and when the Oriental Trans-

lation Committee was established, I laid my Translation before them, together

with the original Ethiopic MS. ; the use of which the Committee of the British

and Foreign Bible Society very liberally granted to the Oriental Committee, with

permission to publish it, if they should think fit to do so.

The Committee determined to publish it
; and the work accordingly now

appears. The types from which the Ethiopic Text is printed are the property of

the British and Foreign Bible Society ; and were cut under the direction of the

Editor of this work, for an impression of the Entire Bible in the Amharic Lan-

guage, the Modern Vernacular Dialect of the greater part of Abyssinia.

The publication of the work has been much delayed by the researches that

have been made for a more perfect copy of the Didascalia
;

for the MS. above

mentioned, the only one that we possess, is seriously mutilated at the close.

The first fifteen Canons are found in it at length, precisely according to Ludolf's

Table of their Titles. Seven others follow ; which do not exactly correspond with

his Table, either in the words of their Titles or the order of their arrangement.

They seem to comprehend the same subjects as Canons 16 18, and 31 35,

in Ludolf 's list. In the middle of the 35th Canon, or Section, the MS. ends,

and our endeavours to procure a more perfect copy have been without success.

Whiston appears to have understood that the Ethiopic Didascalia might be

probably found at Rome
;
and he says (Remarks, p. 8),

"
I sent to Rome long

since among other things to enquire about it, but without effect." The Oriental

Translation Committee have done the same thing, with precisely the same result.

What the Didascalia contains has been already stated, both on the Title-page

and in the course of this Preface. It is in fact a very loose and inaccurate

Translation of the Apostolical Constitutions, the work which has been so often

mentioned above. The subjects occur in the same order as in the Original,

and the translation of clauses and even of particular words of the Greek Text

may be perpetually traced throughout ; but many additions are made to it, and

the omissions are yet more numerous ; and they are often omissions of a kind

that entirely obscure or destroy the sense. The latter part of an argument, for
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instance, will be omitted, and then the inference follow: in the Greek Text,

the whole argument having been stated, the connexion is natural and obvious,

but here of course it is entirely obscured. So in quoting Texts from Scripture,

part of a passage will be given, and the very clause of it which relates to the

point in hand, omitted.

To form any conclusions from such a Translation as this, either as to the

original reading of any passage in the Greek Constitutions, or as to the Ancient

Doctrine and Discipline of the Church, must of course be very hazardous. If

it could be more safely depended upon, some not unimportant deductions might

probably be drawn from it. I will give but one instance.

In the Constitutions, Lib. II. cap. 57, at the end, after prescribing a form of

prayer to be used by the Bishop at the time of celebrating the Sacrament

of the Lord's Supper, the text goes on :

Mera 8e ravra yivitrdu fj dvcria, ecmorof Travros TOU Aaov, KOI 7rpo<reirxp[j.vov ^cru^o)?, KOI

OTO.V avevexdrj, jUera\a^/3aveTco e/cacrn; rai? Kad' iavrr/v TOV KvptaKou (rw/iocTOf KCU TOV T//X/OU

al/xarof, Iv rafef, fcera aidous KCU euAa/3e/a?, tbf jQacnAeco? Trpocrep^ojuei/oi (rw/xarr KOU at

'yuvouKEs KaTaKeKaAu/x/zei/cu rr/v Ke^)aAJ)v, co? ap/xofet yuvaiK&v ra^et, TrpotrEpxea-dtocrav fyvXar-

T(T0a)crav e al dvpat, pr/ris aTTHTTOs eiffehdot, rj d[J.iir]TOs.

" Postea vero fiat sacrificium, cuncto populo stante, et silentio precante, et oblatione

facta, quisque ordo seorsum corpus Domini et pretiosum sanguinem sumat, accedentes

ordine cum pudore et reverentia, utpote ad corpus regis. Item mulieres operto capite, ut

ordinem eai'um decet, accedant. Januae autem sedis sacrae custodiantur, ne quis infidelis,

aut non baptizatus, ingrediatur." (Versio Latino, Turriani.)

Upon this passage, Turrianus the Jesuit, in his edition printed at Antwerp,

1578, makes the following note, turning it against the Protestants :

"En sancta Eucharistia sacrificium est secundiim Apostolicam doctrinam, et corpus

Domini extra usum et sumptionem : non enim prsecipit hxc Apostolica constitutio sumere

tantum cum reverentia, sed accedere cum reverentia ad sumendum. Quod si reverentia

opus sit ad accedendum, accedere autem ad sumendum, non est sumere, igitur ante sump-
tionem est reverentia dignum, quia est corpus Domini : et si accessus cum reverentia est

pius et laude dignus, cur non erit pia et laude digna circumgestatio cum reverentia,

contra Protestantes ?""

But to this passage, as represented in the Ethiopic Version, the above re-

marks cannot in any way be applied : for it stands thus :

" And after that the Priests have taken into their hands the Mysteries, let them take

heed that none enter who are not believers. And then let the people stand up, and let

the women also, by themselves, veil their heads, and let them stretch out their hands, and

pray for pardon, and receive His flesh and precious blood." (p. 97.)

The words Iflrh : and 1fl*h : which are of frequent occurrence, I have gene-
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rally rendered
"
repent" and "repentance." In many cases, however, the word

"
penance" would probably have expressed more accurately the meaning of the

Ethiopic, and in some cases I have so translated the word Tflkh : as in p. 95,

I'm. antepenult. The penance described in this work is not set forth as a com-

pensation for sin, in which view it has doubtless given rise to great abuses in

later times, but as a part of wholesome and necessary discipline.

In editing this work, I have closely followed the Ethiopic MS. Having no

other copy to compare it with, I have not ventured, except in very few instances,

to amend or alter the text. Wherever I have done any thing of this sort, it

will be found mentioned in the Notes which I have added, I have there also

stated and discussed any difficulties that have occurred to me, whether relating

to Grammatical Construction or of any other kind, and have examined the

meaning of such passages as appeared doubtful.

One emendation I have ventured to adopt throughout the whole work, which

is not noticed in the Notes : I have written h,A,fl4l*fl :
"
Bishop," and in the

plural, h.A/1** 1^* :, instead of 7tft.l1 : #f| : and ft.fc.fl : *#i1^ : which is

the orthography of the MS. Ludolf says, in his Lexicon, h.ft/1 : <P#fl : Grcecum

'EmWoTrof, duobus punctis male interslindum. I have ventured to expunge the

two points.

It will have been observed, that the controversy between Grabe and Whiston,

referred to in the former part of this Preface, turned in a great measure upon

the contents of the Arabic Didascalia.

There are now two copies of this work in the British Museum ; one in the

Arabic language and character ; the other in what is called Carshuni, that is, in

the Arabic language and Syriac character. They are among the MSS. collected

by the late Mr. Rich, while Resident at Bagdad. As I believe they are not yet

inserted in any printed Catalogue, it may be as well to mention, that the Arabic

copy will be found in a MS. marked "Bibl. Rich. 7211,"/o/. 45 verso ; and the

Carshimi in
"
Bibl. Rich. 7207," /o/. 62.

The beginning of the Arabic MS. has been transcribed for me by Mr. Mitchell,

the Assistant Secretary of the Royal Asiatic Society, (whose kind assistance I am

glad to take this opportunity of acknowledging,) and it is here subjoined. I

have added also the Introduction and the First Chapter of the Greek Constitu-

tions. An opportunity is thus given of comparing the Original and the two

Translations ; and of comparing also the opening of the Greek Constitutions

with the Preface to the Ethiopic Version, referred to by Whiston.



( xii )

THE BEGINNING OF THE GREEK CONSTITUTIONS ;

CONTAINING

THE INTRODUCTION, AND THE FIRST CHAPTER OF THE FIRST BOOK.

'OI 'ATrocrroAoi KOI ol HpEfffivTEpot TTcccn rots ef Idvutv moTEwracnv sis TOP Kvptov 'Iqcrovv

XptffTov, %ap/f vfuv KOI Etprjv)) O.TTO TOV TlavroKparopos QEOV /a TOU Kvplov r/fj.o)v 'lyo-ov

XpuTTOv TrArjOvvdEtt] lv iinyvu><Tt avTov.

QEOV (jivTEt'a y KadohiKr/ fiK/cAj/cr/a, KOI d/tfreAov auToD IK\EKTOS, ol TreTT/OTev/coTe? els TJ/V

a7rAav>jf ,9eocre/3e/av O.VTOV, ol TYJV at&vtov Kap7rov/j.Evot Bid Tr/brewf /3acnAeiav avTov, ol

avTov Ei\Yj(j)6TS Ka} ^erot/cn'av TOU *A.ytov Hvevnaros, oTrAicr/nevoi Sta
y

lyo~ov, KM eV

TOV <po(3ov avTov, pavrlo'/jLOiros jJisro^pi
TOV TI/JLIOV KOU adciov af/xaros

1 TOI; XptcrTov, ol Ttapprjcriav

elhrjtyoTEs TOV TiavTOKpaTopa QEOV iraTEpa KAe~v, crwyK\ripov6fj.ot Kcti
o-v/j.fj.To%ot TOV

rj-yonrr}-

/J.EVOV Traumas avTov' aKovcraTE Btao~KO\lav Ispav ol avTE^o/JiEVOt Trjs en<x.yyE?\Ja$ avTov IK irpoo~~

Tayyuaroj- TOV Hcor^jOof, o/xotrro/^oi/ TOIS eWoo/? (fidoyyat's avrov. $t/Aa<rcre(r5 ol QEOV vlot

airavTa sis v-naKOYjv QEOV npda'a'Ei.v KOU 'yivEffQe dpso'To't iv Tracrt Xp/crr^ TW QEU> j^

yap TIS avofjilav juera&aiK?? KOU TO. evavTia TW S-eA^/xocr/ TOV QEOV Ttoirj, u>$ Troipavo[j.ov sdvos

6 TOIOVTOS \oyKT6rj(TETai.

ovv iracrris 7rAeoi/e/a? /cat adiKtas' KOU jap lv TO vo/xw ys'ypaiTTar OVK li

TTJV yvvaiKcc TOV 7rA/<nW crof, OVE TOV dypov O.VTOV, ovds TOV TrcuBa avTov, OVTE

KOUtO~K}]V ailTOV, OVTE TOV fiovV O.VTOV, OVTE TO Vlloty'ytOV UVTOV, OVTE O0~a TOV TT\r](r!oV CTOU

ItjTiV OTI
f]

Tracra TOVTUV Eirtdv/jiia EK TOV irovripov inrdp^Et.
CO yap l-jridv/j.ijo'as Trjv -yvvouKo:, r)

TOV TraiSa, r/ Tr/v TfouBi<TKif]v TOV TrA^cr/ov, rjt) KOTO. Sidvotav
f4or)(ps KOU /cAeTrr^f ECTTIV lav

JJ.Y]

o*, KEKptTou vTTo TOV Kvpt'ov Y^JiUtv 'l^o~ov Xpt(TTOv, St' ov
rj 6t-a TW Qeu> sis TOVS at&vas'

Asysi yap lv TU> vayyE\ic^, dvaK(j)a\atovnEvos KOI a-Tqpl&v KOJ 7rA;pwv TYJV SsKa-

\oyov TOV vo/JLOV OTI lv TO) i/o/i&j "yeypairrai, Ov HOI^EVCTEIS' lyu> s Aeyw V/MV' TOVTECTTIV lv

TW i/o/xw Sid Mcotrew? eyw eAA?;cra, vvv Ss 6 avTos V/MV hsyto' nas OCTTIS e/x/3Aei^< sis Tr/v

yvvouKa TOV TrAycr/ov irpos TO liridvpj(rai avTtjv, ydt] e/xor^efcrei/ avTrjv lv Trj Kapdi'q. ai/rotr

Of iKpldtj poiyps KKT swoittv, 6 Im dvpya-as.
CO e TOV flovv rj

TOV ovov eViflu/x^craf, OVK

TO /cAe^a*, Kai i$ioiTotr]craa'dai, t)
KOU dirayays'tv avTa 5avoerra; rj

6 TOV dypov traKiv

KOC< eTTi/ie/va? Trj TOtofis Stadso'Ei, ov -novripEVETat, OTTU>S opoyXvfyrjcras dvayKao~ri TOV

TOV /xjy^evof ditodocrdat O:VTU>
; (j)t](ri yap TTOU 6

trpo(pr]Tr)s' Ova} ol vvvcntTOVTEs otKtav

oiKi'av, Ka} dypov npos dypov lyytovTE$, ?va TOV TrXyGiov d^eAwi/ra/ TI' b*i' o Aeyer My
IJLOVOI Im Ttjs y*js ', f/Kovvdri yap Ets TO. WTa Kvpt'ov 2a^ao0 TavTa. Ka} aAAa^otr

6 ^TaT/0e}? opta TOV irAqo-lov avTov' KOI lp~t iras o Aaoj, TEVOITO. A/o
<f>jjcriv

6 Mtocr^f Ov [j.ETai<tvqo-ts opta TOV 7rA?;o-/ov o~ov, a E&EVTO iraTp$ crov. Aid TOVTO ovv
(j)6(3oi,

SdvaTot, SiKao~Tr]pia, KaTaStKat, irapd TOV QEOV TO~S TOIOVTOIS TraKO\ovdov<n' To7s Ss VTrr/Koois

00 dvdpa>irois sts VQ/J.OS QEOV avrAovf, dhydrjs, fwv, OVTOS IvvTrapXEt'
AO crv nto-~s vcji ETEpov

<TOI yV(rdat, cru aAAo ov TTO^CTE/?. Ov /Bov?(.t Ty yvva^Kt o~ov Ttvd s^Ke^rai KaK&s ts Sta

avTrjs' /J.ys o~v Trj TOV Trhrjcrtov crov yvvatKi KaKor/dws aTEVtcrys- Ov flovfat o~ov TO
t/j

dpdr/vai' prjds crv TO TOV ETepov apys. Ov 2s\ts irXyyrjvai, Kot^oprjQrjvai, vfipto-dr/var fj.t]$E

(TV aAAo TaCra
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THE BEGINNING OF THE ARABIC DIDASCALIA;
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TABLE OF THE CANONS OF THE DIDASCALIA, AS GIVEN BY LUDOLF.

(Comm. in Hist. yEthiop. Lib. III. cap. 4. pag. 334.)

PRIMUS Canon jubet ditiores et non plane inopes Sacram Scriptwram legere.

2. Uxores ad obedientiam maritis prsestandam hortatur, utque modeste incedant.

3. Tractat de Episcopis, Prcsbyteris, et Diaconis.

4. Oportere Episcopos paenitentes lubenti animo recipere.

5. Neminem a communione Ecclesise excludendum, cujus crimcn sufficienter non sit

probatum.

6. Jubet seculares eleemosynas dare Ecclesiae pro uniuscujusque facultate.

7. Diaconos vetat quicquam facere sine permissione Episcoporum suorum.

8. Necessarium esse, ut Episcopi bene examinent ornnia, antequam condemnent aliqueni.

9. Boni Christian! esse peccata sibi invicem condonare quovis tempore.

10. Necessarium esse, ut Episcopi ament et promoveant pacem.

11. Non decere Christianos nuptiis atque aliis festivitatibus Infidelium interesse.

12. De viduis atque virginibus.

13. Foeminis baptismwn administrare interdicit.

14. Seculares munera Ecclesiastica exercere prohibet.

1 5. De viduis, quse non more viduarum genuinarum vivunt.

16. De Episcopis.

1 7. Viduas atque Orphanos grato animo eleemosynas accipere decet.

18. Parentum officium esse instruere liberos.

19. Virginibus ante pubertatem votum facere interdicit.

20. De diebus festis et Paschate agit.

21. De Martyribus.

22. Christianos decere scandalum verbaque inhonesta vitare.

23. Indignum esse Christiano jurare per nomina Idolorum.

24. Vetat festum Paschatis in alia hebdomade celebrare, quam in ea in quam 14 dies

lunse incidit.

25. De Structura Templi et ejusdem Heikel*.

26. ------ [deest apud Wanslebium].

27. De Ordinatione Episcoporum.

* Hebraicum est ^y\f] Hecal, quod CoptitE et jEthiopes vocant UJKlflA : Heikel, Sacrarium.

-Adytum est in illorum templis, in quod nemini nisi Clericis intrare licet. (Laid.)



28. De Orationc Episcoporuin cum Ecclesiasticis.

29. Dejejunio Epwcopi.

30. Continet Mystayoyiam, sen doctrinam occultam, quapti Apostoli docuerunt.*

31. De Orphanis.

32. Episcopis orphanos eurae esse debere.

33. Episcoporuin esse, scire quea oblationes Deo gratee, quceve minus siut.

34. Episcopum a fidelibus cottecta accipere debere in sustentationem pauperum.

35. Jubet servos obtemperare heris suis, quamvis infideles sitit.

36. Omnes homines ultimo die judicii resurrecturos.

37. Dies festos hilaritate animi spirituali celebrandos esse.

38. In exsequiis mortuorutn fidelium cantum cum precibus conjungendum esse.

* Num Me intelligatur discipline! an-ani, suo tcmporo videant eruditi. (Lud.)
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SECTIONS OF THE ETHIOPIC DIDASCALIA.

: <HHfh

II.

III.

IV.

V.

flTd-fl :

: Yion :

: Yion : h,on/r(|), : M
oo- :

VI. flVlT :

TM1 :

VII.

VIII.

IX.

n

X.

" AH : Knrt : AOAlfon-
^. : Ifl/h

PHI- :

That it zs f/ie duty of the Rich to search into

the profit of the Scriptures at all times, [m
the strength of] the Holy Spirit. p. 8.

That it is the duty of Women to obey their

Husbands, and to walk in wisdom and

virtue. p. 12.

Of Bishops, Priests, and Deacons. p. 16.

Concerning the duty of Bishops to receive the

repentance of those who turn, in love and

meekness. p. 34.

That it is not lawful for us to enforce disci-

pline against any man, unless testimony

be established against him, that he hath

sinned. p. 47.

Concerning the duty of the people to bring

offerings to the Church, according to their

ability. p. 60.

That it is not lawfulfor the Deacon to do any

thing but by authority of the Bisho]}. p. 66.

That it is the duty of the Bishop to try and

inquire into every matter in justice and

uprightness. p. 73.

That Christians ought toforgive the trespasses

of their neighbours, and not let revenge

dwell in their hearts, nor think evil. P. 88.

It is the duty of Bishops to be peace-makers,

merciful, pardoning him ivho hath trans-

gressed against them, and that they should

receive the repentance of those who return

unto the Lord: and if they do not thus,

they shall not be called Bishops, but they

shall be called evil-doers. p. 90.



SECTIONS OF THE ETHIOPIC DIDASCALIA.

XI.

CD-flT :

XII.

XIII.

XIV.

XV.

XVI.

XVII. IVXTT
XVIII.

: JPT.9P3>

: (D

zi zs not lawful for Christians to enter

into the assemblies of the Heathen, nor to

see the playing, nor to hear the singing.

p. 103.

Of Widows. p. 105.

That it is not lawfulfor Women to baptize.

p. 114.

That it is not lawful for the Layman to do

any work belonging to the Priesthood.

p. 115.

Of Widows. p. 11 6. (See Note on p. 11 6. 1. 7.)

That it is not lawful that ye should do evil

against your neighbours. p. 118.

Concerning Orphans. P. 121.

That it is required of Bishops to provide for

Widows and Orphans. p. 122.

That it is required of the Unmarried Women,
and Widows, that they receive that which is

bestowed upon them thankfully. p. 124.

That it is required of Bishops to be discreet

in receiving offerings from those only ivho

are worthy. p. 125.

That it is required of Fathers to keep their

Children under discipline. p. 129.

That it is required of Servants that they be

subject unto their Masters in all purity,

whether they be faithful or unbelievers.

p. 130.

NOTE. It will be observed that each of the above Sections, except the Tenth, begins with the word

^'5lk^"l" : This word, when followed by a substantive, means
" of" or "

concerning" ; when followed

by a verb, the particle Tfl00 : is inserted after it, and the literal translation would be " How that ",

as, "How that it is required",
" How that it is not lawful" &c.

KYl-'tT -

XIX.

xx.

XXL

XXII. n"K"lf : Yin" :

: 1?A :

: JEtihf :



- 5viH.<vnch,c : K-n -. KUH, "ft*A- -. CDT^K- -. CD

CDAg, = h.

:: (09 ft

: CD

: VIC.'-

: AMI;

AA :

ft : ftCft-f-ft : CD-ftf :

: <DtlXft =

: (DTLA :

THE DOCTRINE OF THE DIDASCALTA OF THE FATHERS.

THE HOLY APOSTLES IN THE NAME OP GOD THE FATHER ALMIGHTY, AND HIS ONLY-

BEGOTTEN SON JESUS CHRIST, AND THE PARACLETE THE HOLY GHOST.

WE the Twelve Apostles, Messengers of the only-begotten Son Jesus Christ,

being assembled together in Jerusalem, the city of the Great King, and with us

our good and holy brother Paul, the Apostle of all the Gentiles, and James

the brother of our Lord, Bishop of this same city of Jerusalem, have ordained

this the right faith . We have appointed thus degrees and offices in the Church

according to the example of that which is in heaven. We charge you, each and

every one of you, giving thanks that our Lord Jesus Christ hath called us unto

his glory. The Bishop is in the likeness of the shepherd of the sheep, and the

Priest in the likeness of a reprover, and the Deacon the likeness of a minister,

and the Sub-deacon, behold, he is as the same
;
and the Reader, and the skilful

Singers and the rest of the people, as those who listen to the voice of the Gospel,

B l



A*I1<D. : Y} : nwf* := tiflV : Yl^o-H : ^Ifl-fll : (I)lU^.Oi : AT : AftT

HIT

HIT : HRdvq. : (D'fl'tl* : VHV : chfiDT : HA^A?" :: "jFVfl^ : <DlVfl<h

f :

: CD"flT :

: "XA :

A : (D9nthdt' : nin : /VlH.JvndtC '- ?v-n : ?i^H = l^A- : %A9 : (IHDA

: (D-flt :

: <D*,I*I : (D^^n- : rh^O)T : HA^A?" : nHt : K^T : 0)

U : H.KU- : HILHgDOW : OTHfT : go** *R.h : CDlnn-C :: fflXlfpow : fl-n

: AA^H, : Yl^A- :

and understand the word of reproof. For thus have we framed and ordained the

law of the Church, which we have written in this book of instruction
; and we have

sent it, by Clemens our brother and messenger, into the world,, that men may
walk according to the ordinances of the Churches which are under heaven ; and

that they may understand it accurately, that, having heard that which is written

therein, they may obtain everlasting life ; and glory and praise from our Lord Jesus

Christ, who hath graciously given to us this mystery which is from Himself.

And those who keep not his law shall be cast into fire which is not quenched,

yea, their dwelling shall be in hell-fire for ever, as it is written. But Apostles

and Priests, and all the people that believe in our Lord Jesus Christ and

work righteousness and peace, shall find mercy and compassion from God the

Father, the Ruler of the whole world, and his Son Jesus Christ, and shall come

in the knowledge of Him into the Holy Church of God. And those who obey
Him shall become a pure, good, and holy vineyard, and shall find life everlasting,

by this faith, and victory by the Holy Ghost, and shall prevail, in the might of

Jesus Christ and in the fear of Him who hath redeemed them by the sprinkling

of his holy and precious blood ; and hath granted to them the glory that they
should call upon the Almighty, and that He should be to them their Father and

2



: (DTLA : fl^XHH : nJR"f 1.* : <DH,f :

: H^A-'X : fl-fia/r :: frKt* : 'XlH.MMi.C : 0*Pn- : jl'A" :

U- :

A : >kA : OA(D- :

g : (D't'OlA't- : (Dft/l'fi.fcK, : ACftflft00"
= 1W.K = 51Q.A : HPOO. :

5100- : th<v :: Ykfl 010 : Sth-q. : (D-flT : JhT : H^-flA : h.^Q.'^a^

qo : O)h,?i^-1 : (D

: "iTP- : A^t-Vl : (DYl^A- : HJK^JflA" : A"HTP : >kfl9 :

: A

: Yl

their God and their Friend, and that they should be fellow-heirs and partakers

with his Holy Son. Hear this sacred charge, ye that receive the voice of the

Gospel at the command of our Saviour, and the glad tidings of his word, which

are full of glory ! O ye Children of God, keep his Word and his Command-

ments, and do his Law and his Will ! And if there be any man that will follow

sin, and do all things that are not pleasing to the Lord, he shall be numbered with

those who rebel against his Law and his Commandments. And now I say unto

you, depart from violence and wrong, and desire not to take for yourselves the

larger portion, and leave for your neighbours the less. For it is written in the

Law, saying, Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's wife, nor his field, nor his

man-servant, nor his maid-servant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing ; none

of the possessions of thy brother, nor any thing like this ;
for this is evil desire.

And if there be any one who will do after this manner in the desire of his heart,

he shall be driven far from God and our Lord Jesus Christ ; to whom be glory,

with his Father and the Holy Ghost, for ever and ever, Amen. For He teaches

us, and makes us to understand, and strengthens us by the Holy Spirit, that he

may accomplish the Prophecy, and the Law ; wherein it is written, Thou shalt not

commit adultery ; but I say unto you, that whosoever looketh upon a woman
and lusteth after her hath committed adultery already in his heart. And in

3



fl- :: (!)*. = H<5.*- : inc = Tloo-H : *r\itt Vfttl : H<ni(D*JP"} : = (Df

U : tl<ro : O^VF = H<h.A. : DAD- : <D<5.1* : tfWfc : nOOg : AUqP : 3\

CD- : ?v-1 = 7vO>* : *!.? : (DPdiB : "K1H : Yl^-H : *M1C = Ji^l-A** : 9"

flA : H9(D\P1 "
"Xfl 011 : JEfL : ll\. : AA-A *"**1

: A>*A : JPflf'Af H- :

^flA : IVt" : (D^A : ^flf 1'CH- : I^-U^ : 9flA :
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like manner, he who will do these things shall be condemned with the adulterers.

And, behold, he that thinketh in his heart, and desireth to take by violence his

neighbour's ox or his ass or his field, and continues through his life doing after

this manner, he shall be numbered with the adulterers. For the prophet saith,

Woe unto them that join house to house, and add field to field, and wall to wall,

that they may seize upon that which is not their own ! And again he saith, Know

ye that dwell upon the earth, that this matter hath been heard in the ears of the

Lord of Sabaoth. And in the Law He saith, Cursed be he that stealeth

his neighbour's land-mark : and the people shall say, So be it. And for this

cause Moses said, Desire not the boundary of thy neighbour, and remove not

the law which thy fathers have ordained. Through these things come fear

and death and confusion ; and judgment shall overtake them from the Lord,

against those who do these things. But they who hear the word of the Lord,

and keep his enlightening law with faith, these shall find loving-kindness and

mercy. For He saith, That which thou hatest for thyself, do not against

thy neighbour. And as thou wouldest not that another, no, not any man,

should look upon thy wife, to turn her aside unto evil, so likewise do not thou

look upon the wife of another with evil thoughts. As thou wouldest not that
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another should take thy garment, in like manner thou, too, take not the garment
of another. And as thou desirest not for thyself curses and reproaches and

beating, so likewise do not thou thus unto thy neighbour. And if any man have

cursed thee, do thou bless him
; for it is written in the Book of Numbers,

Blessed shall they be that bless thee
;
and cursed shall they be that curse thee.

And moreover it is written in the Gospel, Bless them that curse you, and pray
for them that wrongfully oppress you. Do good unto them that hate you ; and

return not evil to them that wrongfully oppress you, but bear them patiently.

For the Scripture saith, Thou shalt not avenge thyself upon thine enemy for the

evil that he hath done against thee. And for this cause the Lord will help thee,

and will bring judgment upon thine enemy. For he saith in the Gospel, Love

your enemies, and pray for them that persecute you, that ye may be the children

of your Father which is in heaven ;
for He maketh the sun to rise upon the evil

and the good, and sendeth rain upon the just and the unjust. O beloved I let us

keep in mind these commandments, that we may be the children of light. Bear

with one another, O children of light, and children of God I And let a man, too,

bear with his wife, and not be haughty or false ; but let him be compassionate and

upright, and cherish her alone in love and gentleness. And let him not take

pleasure in or desire another woman, to lead her aside unto evil. And if thou
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hast committed adultery, and hast done thus, thou shalt die the death ;
and the

judgment of God shall come upon thee, and thou shalt be condemned with a

bitter condemnation. Moreover, if thou thinkest evil in thy heart, and hast not

committed adultery with her, it shall be sin unto thee. And if thou preparest

and adornest thyself that the wife of thy neighbour may love thee, thou hast sinned,

and art become unto her a stumbling-block, and hast made her commit adultery.

And for this cause shall judgment come upon thee ;
for God hath said, Desire

not, and commit not adultery. But if thou hast drawn her aside by the beauty
of thy youth and the fairness of thy face, that she should love thee, through this

hast thou partaken .with her in the work of sin and the curse. And for this cause

it behoveth thee to pray to the Lord thy God that all this sin overtake thee not.

But thou oughtest in purity to please the Lord, that thou mayest find rest and

life everlasting in the presence of the Lord. For He saith. Make not the hair o

thy head long, but cut it, and make thyself pure, that thou mayest be obedient

unto the Lord, and not depart from Him. And do not thou anoint thyself with

perfumed ointment, and put not on gay apparel, to draw women aside ; and be not

vain, nor become an occasion of sin, but follow after purity and doing good.
Thou then, O man of God ! make not the hair of thy head long, neither plait it
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nor curl it, for all these things are the arts of impurity and fornication. For it is

written in the Book of Deuteronomy, saying, Put not on a garment that is

woven with wool and with flax
; and thou shalt make for thyself a spun fringe.

Moreover, it is not lawful for us to shave our beard, nor to change the nature of

man into another form. And if thou doest thus, thou art become cast out from

the Law, and far from God, who created thee in His image and in His likeness.

But, if thou desirest to please the Lord, do not that which is bad ;
and put far

from thee evil, and all that thy God hateth. And be not a drunkard, and walk

not in the streets with the adulterers, without wisdom and understanding ; but be

thou obedient, and live by the work of thine hands, and seek to do every thing

that is pleasing to God, and remember the word of our Lord Jesus Christ, and

follow him at all times. For the Scripture speaketh of him who meditates in His

Law day and night, whether on the way or in the house, and even when thou

sleepest, love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy mind, and

with all thy strength, that thou mayest find from Him mercy and compassion.
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I. That it is the duty of the Rich to search into the profit ofthe Scriptures at all

times, (in the strength of) the Holy Spirit.

If then thou art rich, and needest not the art and labour of thy hands, with

which to get thy bread and to live, be not slothful and sit not idle
;
but go to the

faithful, and sit with them, with those that are united with thee in the faith ; and

talk of the word of life, and read that which is in the Scriptures, the Law, the

Kings, and the Prophets ; and sing a Psalm of praise, and listen to the word of

the Gospel, which is the completion of the whole. And be far from all subjection

to the gods of the Gentiles
;
and be not engaged in vain words which profit not;

and seek not another law, nor false prophets, who change and corrupt the faith.

What then is there that thou canst not find in the Law of the Lord, that thou

shouldst seek after the learning of the Gentiles ? If thou desirest to know

the force of the interpretation of the Scriptures, search the Book of Kings :

and if thou desirest to know the power of the wise and their doctrine, thou hast

the Prophets, Job, and Solomon ;
these are they who are filled with wisdom, and

with them thou shalt find knowledge. These shall increase understanding more

than all teachers ; for their words are the voice of the Lord God, who alone is
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Most Wise. And if thou desirest a song, thou hast the Psalms of David.

If again thou desirest to understand the creation of the world, and the genera-

tion of the ancient Fathers, thou hast the Books of Moses. And if thou

desirest to know wisdom and doctrine, thou hast the Book of the Law, which is

full of the glory of the Lord God. Be thou far then from every evil work and

doctrine of Satan, and every vain word which is not in the Law. But read

what is in the Law of Ceremonies, that thou mayest understand and know
the glory of the Lord, that he hath saved thee from many snares of Satan.

For the Saviour came not to destroy the Law and the Prophets, but to fulfil

them, and to loose the bonds which are in the Law of Ceremonies and bring
men into a spiritual doctrine. And for this cause doth he invite us, saying, Come
unto me, all ye that are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest. And
thou, when thou hast read the Law, and the Prophets, and the Kings, and the

Gospel, shalt understand how many have been the good men who have reigned
in righteousness and pleased the Lord in their lives, and for this cause have ob-

tained life everlasting. And moreover thou shalt know the number of evil kings
who have transgressed the commandment of the Lord, through lack of under-

standing. But these have perished and come to an end, by the stroke of the

Lord's judgment, and have lost eternal life. Being then acquainted with these
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things, thou shalt abide in the right faith, and find grace and favour with Jesus

Christ ; for thou art become one of his members.

Thou moreover, when thou wilt bathe thyself, enter not into the bath where

the women wash themselves, lest they see the beauty of thy youth and the fairness

of thy flesh, and thou be a stumbling-block to them, and thyself also shouldst sin

and fall into error with them. My children, let us hear and understand the

Holy Word, which saith, Observe ye my commandment : say unto Wisdom,
Thou art my sister ; and make Knowledge thy familiar friend, that she may keep
thee from the strange and evil woman, though she bring unto thee enticing

words. For she looketh out from the windows of her house into the streets ;

and if she see one of the foolish children, a young man void of understanding,

who walketh in the corners of the paths of her house, and talketh at even in the

darkness of night, when the quietness and darkness of night is come on, then the

woman cometh upon him, having the ornaments of adultery, which make the

hearts of young men flutter. She is rambling and wanton, and her feet rest not

in. her house : at times she wandereth about out of doors a little, and at times is

in the streets, and in every corner, and lieth in wait. Then she taketh hold of

him, and kisseth him, and with a shameless face saith unto him,
'
I have a peace-

offering ; to-day I pay my vows ; therefore came I out to meet thee, desiring thy
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countenance, and I have found thee. I have spread my bed with fine linen, I have

spread out carpets from Egypt ; I have sprinkled my bed with saffron and my
house with cinnamon. Come, let us enjoy ourselves with kisses till the morning,

and wanton in love : for my husband is not in the house ; he is gone on a far

journey, taking his bag of gold in his hand, for many days ere he return into the

house.' Thus she deceiveth him with many words, and draweth him in with the

net of her lips ;
and he followeth her, in the evil desire of his soul, and in the

blindness of his heart.

And again he saith, Look not on the evil woman ; for honey floweth from the

lips of the adulterous woman, which for a time is sweet to thy throat, but after-

ward thou shalt find that it is more bitter than gall> and sharper than a two-

edged sword.

And again he saith, Turn thy way far from her : draw not near to the door of

her house ; lest thou give thy life to strangers, and thy substance to them that

are without mercy ;
lest strangers be satisfied with thy strength, and thy labour

enter into the house of a stranger. Then shalt thou repent afterwards, when the

flesh of thy body faileth, and say, How have I hated instruction, and mine ear

hath turned away from reproof, and I have not heard the voice of them that

c2 11
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rebuked me and instructed me, and have not caused my ear to listen : almost

have I been in all evil.

And now I say unto you, choose for yourselves all good things, which are

written in the Holy Scriptures, that we may not neglect this testimony, and turn

away into a multitude of words, but may abide in the right faith, and in doing
that which is good. And let us depart from every evil work, and be clean from

all impurity before the Lord, that we may obtain everlasting life.

II. That it is the duty of Women to obey their Husbands, and to walk in

wisdom and virtue.

Let the Woman be subject to her Husband ; for the head of the woman is the

man ; and the head of the man who walketh in the right way, is Christ ; and the

head of Christ is God the Father, who is above all, who was and is to come,

the Creator of all things, together with his son Jesus Christ our Lord, unto

whom be majesty and praise and glory. Ye women then be obedient to your

husbands, and be subject in humility and in the fear of the Lord. And please

your husbands with good service, that ye may find favour with them, as we

have said before. For thus saith the wisdom of Solomon, If any man have found
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a virtuous woman, she is more precious than a pearl of great price. She that is

thus, the heart of her husband trusteth in her : she that is thus, bringeth in good

spoil. She ceaseth not to help her husband with good in that which is good, and

not evil in that which is evil, through all her life. Spinning wool and flax, she

maketh what is good with her hands. She is as a ship which bringeth mer-

chandise from afar ; she gathereth together for herself all riches : she riseth up
at night, and giveth food to her house, and their work to her maidens. She

seeth a field and purchaseth it ; with the fruit of her hands she planteth her

possession. Strongly girding up her loins, she putteth forth her hands to

work ; she tasteth that labour is good, and her lights are not put out. She

stretcheth forth her hands to that which is profitable, and her arm is strong

to spin ;
she stretcheth out her hands to the poor, and her hand is open to

the needy. Her husband is not troubled about his house, if he tarrieth long any
where. All her men are clothed with double clokes : she maketh for her hus-

band clothing of fine linen and purple ; she maketh for herself garments. Her

husband is looked upon in the gates, when he sitteth in the council with the

elders of the land. She maketh fine linens, and giveth them, and girdles for

the Canaanites. She openeth her mouth according to the law, and setteth a rule
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to her tongue : she is clothed with strength and beauty, and rejoiceth in the

latter days. Many are they that enter into her house ; she eateth not her

bread in idleness. She openeth her mouth with wisdom, and according to the

ordinances of the law : her compassion bringeth up her children, and they be-

come rich ; and her husband praiseth her. Many women have done virtuously ;

but thou excellest, and surpassest them all. Knowledge is deceitful, and

beauty is despised ; but the wise woman shall be blessed, and she that feareth

the Lord shall be praised. Give her of the fruit of her lips, and let her husband

be praised in the gates, that women may learn wisdom : for the woman that

loveth her husband shall find glory and blessing and mercy from the Lord God.

Take heed and understand, O woman that desirest to be faithful and to please

the Lord, make no vain show, and deck not thyself out for another man. Put

not on ornamented garments ; neither put sandals on thy feet for vain glory, as

the adulterous women do, to lead astray : but keep thyself from every evil work

and adultery, that other men may not be offended in thee. And be obedient to

thy husband, and carry thyself well towards him. But if thou wilt walk about in

the midst of the streets, to entrap the souls of many, then judgment shall come

upon thee from the Lord, and thou shalt be as one without hope, as when a wicked
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man falleth into great tribulation, and bringeth upon his head disgrace and sorrow.

Even so shall a wicked woman draw down upon her head reproach. And as a

lion that lieth in wait and devoureth, so doth she entrap the foolish. As it is

written, saying, As a moth to a garment and a canker to a tree, so doth sorrow

waste away the heart of a man. And again it is said, It is better to dwell in a

wilderness, than with a quarrelsome and babbling and angry woman. And now
I say to you too, O Christian people, look not after and follow not adulterous

women. But it is right for faithful women to veil their heads with purity, not

setting off the beauty of their faces with paints, and adding colouring powder and

ornaments, which are unprofitable, to the form which God hath created : let them

not do thus. But when they walk in the way, let them turn their faces down-

ward, being veiled. Take heed to yourselves, O faithful women, and talk not

contentiously with any one, and above all not with your own husbands. O ye

good and humble and virtuous women, worship the Lord with joy and rejoicing.

And you also, our brethren, and our children, and kinsmen, and well-beloved,

search into that glorious wisdom which directeth our minds aright, and en-

lighteneth our hearts, and bringeth us near unto the Lord, and giveth us entrance

into the kingdom of heaven, into everlasting rest.
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III. Of Bishops, Priests, and Deacons.

Concerning Bishops, we have heard thus from our Lord Jesus Christ : The

Shepherd of the sheep who is appointed a Bishop in all the churches, must be

without spot, good and pure, one who thinketh not on the cares of this world ;

who is not younger than fifty years of age, who hath passed the strength of his

youth ; who speaketh not that which is false among the brethren. For He saith

in the Gospel, Every word that a man shall speak idly and without thought, by
it shall he be condemned in the day of judgment. And again He saith, By thy
words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned.

Wherefore it behoveth him to be full of all things that are good ; and if he be not

learned, yet let him be discreet, and a man of understanding, and of middle age.

And if the city be small, and there be not found in it such a man fit for the Bishop's

office, but of the younger men there be found one who understandeth and is

wise, whose years are fewer, and to whom those who know him bear witness

that he is worthy to be appointed Bishop ;
if he have lived from his youth in

the works of the Holy Fathers, perfect and humble, walking in the right way,
tried in every work, of whom men witness that he is perfect, let him be

appointed in peace. For Solomon also, when he was but twelve years old,
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reigned over the people of Israel. And Ozias was made a ruler when he had

attained seven years, and then in the eighth year he reigned in righteousness.

For the Lord God spake by the mouth of Isaiah the prophet, and said, To

whom shall I look, but to him that is meek and lowly and quiet, that trembleth

at my word ? And again he saith in the Gospel, Blessed are the meek, for they

shall inherit the earth. Let him then be merciful; for he saith, Blessed are the

merciful, for they shall obtain mercy. Let him be a peace-maker ; for he saith,

Blessed are the peace-makers, for they shall be called the sons of God. Let

him be pure in heart, without malice and evil and unrighteousness ;
for he saith,

Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. Let him be a spiritual

man, ready to do good, without covetousness and without wrath ; not a drunkard,

not revengeful, without hatred and strife, not vain-glorious, nor a lover of gold,

nor an evil-speaker. Neither let him be puffed up, lest he fall into the snare of

the devil : for every one that exalteth himself shall be abased, and he that

humbleth himself shall be made honourable.

Let such a man then be made a Bishop, a man that hath married one wife,

a woman befitting him, who can govern his house as a good teacher and reprover,

who hath brought up his children in purity. And let his wife be faithful, one
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who nurtureth her children in the true worship and in the fear of the Lord. It

is right regarding a Bishop, that the men of his household should be obedient

to him, with humility and fear
;
and let him also be a master : as it is written,

Let them try him, that he be a man without spot : neither let him be an angry

man, for thus saith Wisdom ; An angry man destroyeth wisdom. But let him be

merciful, and a giver of alms. For our Lord saith, And by this shall all men
know that ye are my disciples, if ye love one another. Let him be, therefore,

a lover of mankind, one who receiveth strangers, who accepteth not persons, a

judge who favoureth neither the rich nor the poor, who is ready to serve others,

whose hands are open to give, who receiveth widows, a lover of the poor, the

fatherless, and the desolate. And, moreover, let him feed those who have children.

But if there be a slothful man, who hath wasted his substance in drunkenness

and fornication, and desireth that men should give him alms, let not the Bishop
shew any care towards him, and let him not suffer him to enter the church. For

the Scripture saith to those who do thus, How long wilt thou sleep, O sluggard !

and when wilt thou awake from thy slumber ? A little thou wilt sleep, and a little

thou wilt sit still, a little thou wilt slumber, and a little thou wilt fold thy hand

in thy bosom. And then poverty shall come upon thee like an evil messenger ;

and want, as a swift runner.
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It is not good for a Bishop, when he judgeth, to accept the person of the rich,

and to neglect the poor. For the Lord said unto Moses, When thou judgest,

accept not the person of the rich, and turn not aside the judgment of the poor ;

for judgment belongeth unto the Lord. But it behoveth him to judge uprightly.
Let the food of the Bishop be meat seasoned with moderation, that he may

be able to teach and rebuke the multitude, and to turn them to the Lord. And
let him be far from all evil, and read the Scriptures at all times, and be a lover

of wisdom, that he may be able to interpret the Scriptures, through the Holy
Spirit, both the word of the Gospel, the Law, and the Prophets. For our Lord

said, Understand ye the voice of the Scriptures, for they are witnesses concerning
me. It becomes a Bishop to think upon searching into and expounding the

Scriptures, in order that he may satisfy the people with doctrine, and water them
from the light ofthe Law of the Lord, with much admonition. As the Lord said,

Light up upon you the light of wisdom, for it is time. Thus then it behoveth the

Bishop to labour and toil and wrestle for righteousness' sake ; and so much
the more in the presence of the people, that they, seeing his works, may be

ready to receive his teaching.

And, moreover, let him not become surety for any man, nor make friendship
with the great, nor let him be of a double heart or of a double tongue ; neither

let him follow after princes, but let him fear the Lord : neither let him hear
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false accusation against his neighbour. And let him not neglect to fast, nor

make pretexts for eating, and say, To-day is a feast, as the Gentiles do, to eat

and to drink and to take their pleasure ; but let him cast away from himself

every idle desire, in which there is no profit ; for all this is despised and hated

in the sight of the Lord, and well-pleasing to the devils. It becomes the Bishop,

therefore, to command and exhort the people, that they put away from them-

selves all these doings. But let him teach them, and turn them, that they may
become like himself, and follow his way in uprightness. For the Lord said to

the Children of Israel, Observe my Law, and my covenant, and my command-

ments. And Jesus Christ himself, our Lord and our God, first did all things,

and then taught us to become like himself; and therefore he saith, that he who

shall teach and do, shall be great in the kingdom of heaven.

It is your office, O Bishops! to teach the people, and preserve them from

error, according as Christ hath given you grace. For the Lord spake by the

mouth of the Prophet Ezekiel, and said, Son of man, I have set thee as a watch-

man to the House of Israel ; and thou shalt hear the word from my mouth, and

shalt rebuke them with my word. When I say unto the sinner, Thou shalt

surely die
; and he hath not repented, and thou hast not told him, nor reproved
20
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him, that he may repent and turn from his way and live, that sinner shall die

in his sin, but his blood will I require at thy hand. But if thou hast rebuked

the sinner, and he hath not turned from his sin, he shall die in his iniquity, but

thou hast saved thyself. And if the righteous man hath turned from his

righteousness and committed iniquity, while I shew him judgment before his

face, he shall surely die in his iniquity, neither will I remember his righteousness
which he hath done ; but his blood will I require at thy hand. But if thou

reprove the righteous man, that he sin not, that righteous man shall surely live,

and thou also hast saved thy soul. In like manner as when there ariseth a war

and fighting in the midst of the people, and they search out a watchman, to

give them word, that they may take heed to themselves ;
if he do not tell them

before, that they may be saved from destruction, his blood shall be upon his head,

for they heard not the voice of the trumpet. But if he see the sword coming
against the land, and blow the trumpet for a sign to the armies, and any
man hear the sound of the trumpet and get him not away, and the sword
come and overtake him, his blood shall come upon his own head; for he
heard the voice of the trumpet and gat him not away, and his blood shall be

poured out upon him. But he that gat him away saved his life : so shall it be

also with the Bishop, if he teach the word of everlasting life. For the sword is
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Judgment, and the voice of the trumpet is the Holy Gospel. And the watch-

men are the Bishops of the Holy Church. The Bishop must feed the flock, and

teach, and hold fast the word of Scripture, and make men fear because of judg-
ment. And therefore let him rebuke them that walk without knowledge, and

guide them plainly ; let him teach them that know not, and confirm them that

know. And let him gather in those that are lost, and speak to them at all times

concerning their salvation, that when they hear these things they may receive

instruction and do that which is good. For the Lord saith by the prophet, Testify

against this people, and tell them their sins, if so be they will turn and repent and

be saved from their transgression. And Moses moreover saith unto the people,

Hear, O Israel ! the Lord our God is one. And again it is said in the Gospel,
He that hath ears to hear, let him hear ! And Solomon also saith, Hear, my son,

the instruction of thy father ; and despise not the commandment of thy mother.

Yet they have not heard, even unto this day ; but have left the Lord, the only

true God, and He hath called them a perverse and adulterous generation ; of

whom we have spoken before.

And now know ye, O beloved ! who have been baptized into the death of

our Lord Jesus Christ, that it becometh not you to transgress, who have received

such grace as this. Understand, brethren ;
for they that, after having received
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baptism, turn back to the works of iniquity, go down into the condemnation

of hell. And there are others, also, who have not been believers ; but after-

wards, when they have been baptized, they become blessed before the Lord ;

as our Lord said in the Gospel, Blessed are ye when men shall persecute

you, and revile you, and speak all evil against you falsely, for my sake : rejoice

and be glad, for great is your reward in heaven. If there be any one against

whom men have spoken falsely, he is blessed. For it is written, saying, Every
man who is not tried, is not chosen before the Lord. If any man have departed

from the Law, and men curse him, he hath brought the curse upon his own

head. And so we also, if we obey not the commandments of the Lord, and do

not His will, shall bring upon ourselves a curse, and moreover shall be driven far

from the Lord. For those who do not what themselves teach, neither turn from

following their own ways, such men the Bishop ought to reprove and put to

shame. But he must teach them, in the love of Christ, how they ought to be

obedient. The Bishop ought to seek after righteousness, and not honour

transgressors, nor shew partiality in judgment, nor receive gifts from any one
;

for a gift blindeth the eyes of the wise : nor must he pervert the right cause.

And, moreover, it is said in a certain place, Remove from yourselves all evil
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And Solomon also saith, Go not to the place where they pitch their tents ; come

not thither; remove from them; and turn back. For they sleep not, unless they
do evil ; sleep is taken away from them, and they sleep not who devour iniquity.

But if the Bishop hath not wisdom, but walketh in deceit and vileness, doing as

Saul did to Agag, and as Eli the priest, who reproved not his sons when they

departed from the commandment of the Lord and behold how he lost his honour,

and, moreover, the holy tabernacle of his city ! then doth he commit iniquity

in the sight of the Lord, and becometh a stumbling-block and cause of offence to

many, both to the new converts, to those who are receiving baptism, and more-

over to the young believers, to men and women alike. And if the Bishop teach

not, nor reprove, and walk not in the right way, but depart from the command-

ments of the Lord, for this cause he shall receive excommunication, and the

judgment of the Lord shall come upon him ; for he hath perverted the way of the

people, in like manner as the people erred in the days of Jeroboam, and as those

who were destroyed with Korah. But if any man offend against the Bishop
and against those who are ordained, while there is no offence in them, and they

are guiltless, he is not worthy to enter into the Church of the Lord, for he hath

been without shame, and hath walked in folly, and after the lust of his own mind.

Therefore shall that come upon him which came upon those who mocked at
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Noah ; and as Achan, who received the curse upon himself; or as Gehazi, who

took the substance of Naaman the Syrian. Behold then, the shepherd of the

sheep must teach and reprove in humility and in the fear of the Lord, and turn

them to repentance ; inquiring into the life of each one, that he may regulate their

manner of living as it is fit, in peace ; that the people may lead good lives, and

turn from their sins. This is that which is acceptable in the sight of the Lord :

for when a man turneth away from his sin, and returneth to repentance, then

others, seeing him, are taught the true service of God. Therefore ought the

Bishop to be watchful to do good, that his good conversation may be known to

all; for he is the guide of the people, and the shepherd of the chiefs and

rulers and teachers, and of all those who are under him. It becomes the Bishop,

therefore, that he should sit in the church with the priests, and that they should

give judgment for every man, as it is fitting ; for to them the Lord hath given

power, and commanded them, saying, Whatsoever ye bind on earth shall be bound

in heaven, and whatsoever ye loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.

It becomes the Bishop to turn the people to the knowledge of the Lord, and

to receive the repentance of those who turn to the Lord, to teach and comfort

them in humility and love and lowliness and joy of heart ;
for the Lord God
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himself is merciful. For He saith by the Prophet Ezekiel, As I live, saith the

Lord God, I desire not the death of a sinner, but that he should repent, and turn

from his evil way : why will ye die in your sins, O House of Israel ? Thou,
son of man, say unto the children of thy people, The righteousness of the righte-

ous shall not save him when he transgresseth, neither shall the wickedness of the

sinner afflict him when he repenteth from his transgression ;
nor shall the righteous

man be saved when he sinneth. And when I speak to the righteous man, ifhe trust

in his righteousness and commit sin, all his righteousness that he hath done I

will not remember unto him : in his sin that he hath committed shall he die.

And if I say unto the sinner, thou shalt surely die, and he repent of his sin, and

do that which is just and right, and return the pledge of his debt, and restore that

which he hath taken by violence, and walk in the way of life, and commit not sin,

he shall surely live, and not die in his sin that he hath sinned, neither will I

remember unto him his transgression : for he hath done that which is just and

right, and in it shall he live. And therefore is there hope for sinners, when they

turn from their sins and repent, that they shall find a good hope ;
and they shall

inherit the earth. And let them that have not transgressed take heed that they

fall not into condemnation, and affliction, and sorrow, and weeping. Know and

understand, O man, if thou hast transgressed in this world and hast committed

2G



: (OftA-flYl : <hJE(D :: Iflth : "/TllTl : VlH : thfOP : KIT
:'! : ^fl 010 : J\AP : IICD-fit : ^P* : H^HLlltfl :

90"*i : ^"P : AAP :

OP : TinC : JfATTUk : ma< = UJFtf <D1fr = nS.f

It : AH* ". "3ftonO : >kTh : CD1AI* : HJEIL : KC^O : ftr^P : CDftntf-P :

Inon : ln.-nYl
" CDMYKnn, : fhltstt : ^^Vl

.
: <D-flT : (DTLA :

: RF1A :

= YllJP :

: (D-ftT :

In :

t"
' CfO : (D'Ko^Yl 1"1 : -toojCfll" : .g'fCDYlQ. : ^ft'r^l1UOT^i : nWUA : (DO 1

!?

:: (Dh.AHCD'Yl : H^fl, :

sin, and hast not repented, thou shalt surely die, and hast not life. Repent,

therefore, while thou art alive ; for David saith, There is none that remembereth

thee in death ;
and in the grave who trusteth in thee ? For after men are dead,

there is no repentance. It is right therefore, brethren, that we should stand

ready in doing good, and should walk in the right way, in which there is no

sorrow. Let us hear, then, and understand that which he saith, Direct my way
and my goings, according to Thy word: and let us not fall behind in any good

work, but observe the holy word that is written in the Gospel concerning the

five wise virgins, neither let us be as the five foolish virgins, with whom the

oil of good works was spent, and they were cast out from the heavenly mar-

riage. Therefore ought we to keep ourselves, and be diligently watchful over

ourselves, and observe the time of the bridegroom, that we fall not into sin
;
but

he that doeth righteousness, let him take heed to do it unto the end.

It behoveth the Bishop, therefore, to understand, and to judge with righte-

ousness ; for judgment is the Lord's. Let him rebuke sinners that they walk

in the right way ;
and when they turn, let him receive their repentance with

compassion and mercy. Remember what our Lord saith, There is great joy
in heaven over one sinner that repenteth. But if thou receivest not them
that repent, but rejectest them, thou hast dispersed thy flock, and hast not
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understood what David saith, Give not up unto the fierce beasts the soul that

confesseth unto thee. For thus hath the Lord said, That which falleth, shall it

not arise ? and that which hath erred, shall it not be brought back ? Wherefore

have the people rebelled with an evil rebellion, and confirmed their purpose, and

refused to leave it ? Hearken now, and hear, say they not thus ? Is there not a

man that repenteth of his evil, and saith, What have I done ? Turn, O ye children

that are gone afar off, and I will heal your wound. Receive them that repent, O
Bishop ! and be not of a double heart, neither harden thy heart as those that

have no pity. For he that doeth thus feareth not the Lord ; but let him rather

consider to direct the concerns of the people, as it is fitting. Let us keep ourselves

therefore ; and have thou no communion with sinners and wicked men, who do

thus. The righteousness of the righteous shall be for himself; and he that doeth

sin after this manner without law, his transgression shall come upon his own
head. For He saith by the Prophet Ezekiel, If a land sin against me and err and

transgress, and I lift up my hand against it and cut off the strength of its bread,
and send against it famine, and destroy from it man and beast, though these

three men, Noah, Daniel, and Job, were in the midst of it, they (only) shall be saved

in their righteousness, saith the Lord God. And if I send evil beasts against
and upon that land and punish it, and destroy it, and there be left none that
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moveth before those beasts, though these three men were in the midst of it, as

I live, saith the Lord God, they shall save neither their sons, nor their little ones,

nor their daughters; but they only themselves shall be saved, and that land shall

be destroyed. As it is written, if there be in this world a righteous man and a

sinner, the righteous shall not perish with the sinner. But He causeth his

rain to fall upon the good and the evil. And if there be any one that thinketh and

saith otherwise, yet isjudgment equal towards all; for in battle also there is a strong

man, and there is another stronger than he ; and he that conquereth receiveth

his crown of victory openly. For the Lord condemneth not the righteous man
with the sinner. Noah was not drowned in the water of the flood ; and Lot was

not burnt in the fire ; and Rahab the harlot perished not. And if ye will know
that which hath happened among us : Judas Iscariot, though he was united with

us in the same ministry, perished ;
and Simon the sorcerer also received the seal

of the Lord ; yet inasmuch as these two were evil, their wickedness was made

known openly. Judas strangled himself ; and Simon, flying up into the air, fell upon
the earth. And while Noah was in the ark with his sons, Ham, by his wicked-

ness, brought a curse upon his children. And, therefore, he hath taught us that

the fathers are not recompensed for the sin of their children, nor the children for
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the sin of their fathers. And this thing is manifest, that women are not condemned

for their husbands, nor young men for their wives ; nor servants for their masters,

nor masters for their servants ; nor relations for their relations, nor friends for their

friends ; nor the just for sinners, but every one shall be recompensed according

to his doings. For Noah also perished not in the sin of the people, nor was Lot

burnt in the fire of Sodom, nor did Rahab perish in the sin of Jericho, nor the

Children of Israel on account of the Egyptians. We must not, therefore, follow

the way and the works of the violent and unjust and deceitful, and adulterers and

murderers, who make pretexts for evil, men full of hatred, who are ready for

violence and death ; for every man shall be recompensed according to his deeds ;

as David saith, For thou wilt recompense to every man according to his works.

And therefore it is right that we should help the afflicted, and visit the sick, and

convert sinners, who have been wounded by their sinful deeds. Let us teach

them, and instruct them with the voice of reproof, that they may be saved from the

death of sin. For the whole need not a physician, but they that are sick : for our

Father who is in heaven willeth not that one of these little ones should perish.

O Brethren ! let us not hear the voice of the foolish, and of them whose hearts are
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darkened ; but let us perform the will of God the Father, the Creator of the whole

world by our Lord Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever ! Amen.

The Bishop ought not to hear the word of accusation from the evil man who

speaketh falsely against his neighbour. But do thou put thy trust in the Lord,

and direct the people as is right. And let not the son exalt himself against his

father, nor the servant against his master, nor the disciple against his teacher,

nor the officer of the Court against the King, nor the layman against the Bishop.
For a teacher must not have communion with the wicked; for the sinner

desireth not the voice of reproof. Ezekiel the Prophet saith, As I live, saith

the Lord God, they shall not again speak this proverb in Israel : for the soul of

every man is mine. As the soul of the father, so the soul of his children, and so

the soul of every man is mine
;

and the soul that sinneth, it shall die. But
the man that doeth that which is just and right, and hath not eaten upon the

mountains, nor lifted up his eyes to the imagination of the House of Israel, nor

hath denied his neighbour's wife, nor come near to a woman in her uncleanness,
nor hath done violence to his neighbour ; and hath returned the pledge of his

debt, and hath not taken by violence, nor oppressed, and hath given of his sub-

stance to the poor, and clothing from his garments to the naked, and hath not

lent his money upon usury, nor hath taken unjustly, but hath turned his hand
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firom violence and sin, and hath done judgment and righteousness and justice
between a man and his neighbour, and hath walked in my commandments and

kept my law, and done righteousness, he shall surely live, saith the Lord

God. But if he beget a son who is a sinner and a murderer and doeth violence,

and hath not walked in the way of his righteous father, hath eaten upon the

mountains and hath defiled his neighbour's wife, hath oppressed the poor and

needy and hath committed violence and injustice, hath not restored the pledge
of his debt, hath turned his eyes towards idols, and hath done iniquity, hath lent

his money upon usury, and oppressed, and taken that which was stolen, he that

doeth thus shall not live : in all his sin that he hath done he shall surely die,

and his blood shall come upon his own head, if he repent not and turn. But if he

beget a son, who seeth all the sin of his father that he doeth, and feareth and doeth

not likewise, but ceaseth from it, and hath not eaten upon the mountains, nor

lifted up his eyes to the imagination of the House of Israel, neither hath denied

his neighbour's wife, nor committed violence against any man ; and hath returned

the pledge of his debt, and turned his eyes from evil, neither hath oppressed nor

taken violently, and hath given of his substance to the hungry to eat, and hath

clothed the naked with his garments, and hath turned his hands from violence,

and hath taken no usury, nor the substance of another wrongfully, but hath done

righteousness and walked in my commandments, he shall not die for the sin of his
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father ; he shall surely live : but his father, because he committed violence and

wrong, and plundered and oppressed, and did that which ought not to be done

in the midst of my people, he shall die in his transgression. Yet ye say, How is

it that the son is recompensed for the sin of his father ? But if the son be

righteous, and shew mercy, and keep all my Law, he shall surely live ; and

the soul that sinneth, it shall die. For the son shall not be recompensed for

the sin of his father : the righteousness of the righteous shall be upon him, and

the sin of the sinner shall be upon him. And if the sinner turn from all the

sin that he hath done, and keep all my Law and Commandments, and do

righteousness and shew mercy, he shall surely live, he shall not die : all his sin

that he hath done will I not remember unto him, but in his righteousness

that he hath done shall he live. Do I at all desire that the sinner should

die, saith the Lord, and not rather that he should turn from his way and live ?

But if the righteous man turn from his righteousness and commit sin, in his

transgression that he hath committed shall he die; and all his righteous-

ness that he hath done I will not remember unto him, but in his sin that he

hath sinned, in it shall he die. Yet ye say, It is not just. When the righteous
man turneth away from his righteousness and committeth iniquity, in his trans-

gression that he hath done he shall die. And if the sinner turn from his sin

that he hath committed, and do that which is just and right, he that doeth

thus hath saved his soul : he hath seen and turned from all his sin that he
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hath done ; he shall surely live ; he shall not die. Yet the House of Israel say,

The way of the Lord is not just. Are not my ways just, O House of Israel ?

Are not your ways unjust, O House of Israel ? Therefore will I judge you all

according to your ways, O House of Israel ! saith the Lord God. Turn ye, and

repent you of your sins, and let not the punishment of your sin come upon

you. Cast away from off you all your transgression in which ye have sinned

against me, saith the Lord, and make you a new heart and a new spirit : why
will ye die in your sins, O House of Israel ? For I desire not that ye should die,

saith the Lord God ; but that ye should repent and live, saith the Lord God.

Turn ye, and repent you of your evil, that ye may live.

IV. Concerning the duty of Bishops to receive the repentance ofthose who turn,

in love and meekness.

See then, beloved brethren, the greatness of the mercy of the Lord God ; who

is good and just, and loveth mankind
;
merciful and compassionate to those who

turn unto repentance. For He delighteth not in hardness and deceitiulness of

heart, without compassion ; but willeth that a man should turn sinners, and
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receive again those who have transgressed, into the true religion, that they may
be able to return unto repentance. And if Bishops teach not and do not thus,

the Lord shall require at their hands the sin of the people ; as the Prophet Isaiah

saith : Exhort my people, saith the Lord
;
and ye priests, speak unto Jerusalem,

unto her heart. It becometh the Bishop to examine into the life of the people ;

and if there be any man that hath sinned, let them turn him unto repentance,

that they may obtain for themselves a good reward. But if they do not teach,

nor turn the people unto godliness, they shall obtain condemnation. And now,

then, let us receive with joy and love the repentance of those that turn unto the

Lord : and upon those who have sinned let us pass sentence with mercy and

compassion, as is meet toward the penitent. And if thou see a man who com-

mitteth sin, and is slipping into error, raise him up from his fall ; but if thou make
his way pleasant to him, behold, thou hast killed thy brother. But it becometh

thee to raise up him that slippeth from his fall, that he perish not, and that others

seeing it may be instructed and understand, and receive the word of reproof.

The Bishop must not delay with respect to the sin of the people, nor neglect
the desire of those who seek for repentance, lest the flock of Christ perish through
his slothfulness. For concerning them hath the Lord spoken, by the mouth of
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Jeremiah the prophet, saying, Many shepherds have destroyed my vineyard

and polluted my portion ;
and have made my portion, which I love, a desola-

tion, and it is become a ruin and destruction : through me all the land is

destroyed, through me it hath perished. And thou, when thou seest a man who

sinneth, command the deacons to take him away, and put him forth without,

and instruct him, and reprove him, that others, seeing him, may fear. But

if he turn and repent, let them ask and entreat for him with the Bishop, that

he may teach and instruct him : for the Saviour prayed to His Father for sinners
;

as it is written in the Gospel, Father, forgive them this, and lay not this sin to

their charge ; for they know not what they do. And then let them examine

him that hath sinned, whether he leaveth his evil way : and if he confess

his sins and turn unto repentance, let them bring him in, and give him power
to enter the Church ; and let them command him to fast, according to the

sin that he hath done, two weeks, or three weeks, or five weeks, or seven.

It is right to teach the sinner and instruct him, and reprove him, without

anger or partiality, that he may humble himself, and pray unto the Lord, that

he may find mercy and compassion when he standeth before the Lord. For

he saith, If Thou, O Lord, shouldst strictly observe sin, O Lord, who should
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stand before Thee ! for forgiveness is from Thee, and mercy is in Thine hand.

Thus then do, and make a difference. For the Lord said to Cain, Thou hast

sinned : be silent therefore, and lift not up thy hand. But it is right that the

sinner should sorrow and grieve, and abhor himself. Let us understand the

word which the Lord spake to Moses, concerning Miriam : If her father had spit

in her face, should she not be ashamed seven days ? Let her remove without from

the camp seven days, and then let her enter in. And Miriam removed without

from the camp seven days. And the people moved not forward, until Miriam

was cleansed. And after this the people moved. Let us speak thus, therefore,

unto those who desire to repent for their sins. Let us appoint unto them a set

time of days, according to their sin, in which they may repent ; and when they
have repented, let us receive them, as fathers have compassion upon their children.

But if Bishops, and other ordained persons, have a stain or spot upon them,

and are brought to shame on account of it, and judge not what is right for the

poor and the orphan and the widow, but judge with partiality, that they may get

lucre and gifts, these shall perish with the hypocrites. As it is written in the

Gospel, saying, Why dost thou regard the mote that is in thy neighbour's eye,

and seest not the beam that is in thine own eye ? Let the Bishops, therefore,

and Priests, take heed that there be not found with them deeds of this sort, lest

37



ITf aiTro* : HYlwo-H : "KlC :

: flH-*J :

X : : Yl"W- : 'fTACp*' : im.K'T : A"XA : JSI-flCV = <D<5,vf. = F^fll : -fl

: fl&rtfc : tf^lnil : nilH'fl = (D.PCDe'X : ftwo : "KYhP : A

: (DOT ! : H
"HAT-fl : mO : l"

1

: (DOAB : 't'^H'H : H CD-fit" :rh"l

KA :

others be offended, seeing these evil doings. For the wicked seek occasion to

destroy others, and to scatter the flock. And a little leaven leaveneth much

meal. Thus sin followeth after those who commit it, and goeth on to destroy many
more. As when a thief is found in the treasure-house, and bringeth an evil

name upon his whole family through his evil deeds ;
and as when the stinking

flesh of the dead is put into ointment, its whole savour is corrupted ; and as

when a king is violent and cruel without justice, so are also his rulers. And as

when a scabbed sheep feedeth in the midst of the sheep, they all become scabbed

if it be not separated from them ;
and as a mad dog that biteth every one that he

findeth, if they kill him not, those whom he biteth become mad together with him ;

so if there be a scorner, and mocker, and contentious man, and transgressor of the

commandments of the law, let them put him forth from the Church, lest he cor-

rupt the House of the Lord, and make it a den of thieves. We must not be

silent concerning sinners and wicked men ; but must reprove them, that they

may leave their evil doings, and put away from themselves corrupt practices. But

let us exhort them to fast and pray and give alms, that they may be taught to

fear the Lord. For the Lord said unto the Children of Israel, Fear ye me, and
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keep my commandments. The Bishop should have anxious care concerning the

sin of the people, and consider the life of each of them, that he may become to

them a guide of salvation into works of righteousness ; that so they may be pre-

pared for the Lord, that they may be saved from the condemnation that shall

overtake sinners in the day ofjudgment. And let those who are negligent hear

what He saith : Wherefore have ye been silent concerning the transgressors, and

have gathered their fruits ?

The Bishop must feed the people in peace. Those who have not sinned, let

him not leave to fall
; and those who have sinned, let him turn unto repentance,

Hear what the Lord saith unto you, O Bishops, Offend ye not one of these little

ones. But it is right that they should pardon and forgive him that hath sinned.

And if the sinner confess his sin, and cry unto the Lord from the bottom of

his heart, in weeping and groaning, with humility, the Holy Spirit will answer

him, saying, The Lord hath pardoned thee all thy sin. Understand then, O
Bishop, how much glory and honour the Lord hath bestowed upon thee, who
hath given thee power to bind and to loose. Take heed to thyself, and keep
the flock of Christ, and walk in the right way, while thou livest in this world :

for it shall be required of thee in the day of judgment. For to whom men have

committed much, of him will they require much : and there is no man that
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liveth even one day without sin, but one, who became man for our sakes, even

the Lord, the Word. And for this cause the deeds and the lives of the just

men who have kept themselves have been committed to writing. For he saith :

My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me ;
and I give unto

them life everlasting. He answered and said unto the people : Lo, I judge

between sheep and sheep. Know, then, that ye are fed in the good pasture.

And that which was left of the pasture ye have trodden under your feet, and my
sheep have eaten it. And again he saith : Now shall ye know that I am the

Lord. And ye my sheep, are the sheep of my pasture ; and I the Lord am

your God, saith the Lord. Hear, O ye Bishops, and hear, O people, what the

Lord saith, Behold, I will judge between the flock and the goats. And more-

over He saith, I will judge the shepherds of the sheep, that have destroyed

my sheep by their slothfulness. And again He saith, I will judge between the

Bishop and his fellow, between people and people, between ruler and rulers ; for

my sheep are reasonable creatures, and not without reason. And for this cause

let not the people say, We are sheep, and not shepherds, what is this to us ?

As the sheep that follows the good shepherd of the sheep, that he may save

it from the ravening wolf that destroys, is safe, so he that followeth a foolish
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and wicked shepherd of the sheep, the wolf shall swallow him up before his face.

And therefore we must keep far from evil and destructive shepherds, who

spare not, nor save their flocks. For the people love a good shepherd, and fear

him, as a father, and a lord, and a priest, and a chief of the priests of the

Lord ; for he reproveth them, and guideth them unto godliness. For he that

obeyeth him, obeyeth Christ ; and he that heareth his voice, heareth the voice

of Christ. And he that obeyeth Christ, obeyeth God the Father. And moreover

he saith, He that heareth you, heareth me ; and he that refuseth you, refuseth

me
;
and he that refuseth me, refuseth Him that sent me. And thus it becomes

the Bishop to love the people as his children, for they are his sons ; and let

him nourish them with love and instruction, as a bird which broodeth over her

eggs, and cherisheth her young ones until they fly. So let him teach the people

the word of the Lord ; and feed them with spiritual doctrine, and give their

desire unto all who wish to receive of him. And let him not be harsh upon them ;

but reprove them by the word of wisdom, and put them in fear, that they turn not

unto sin
; but let him rather exhort them to walk in the right way and keep the

faith, and let him feed the people in peace. And moreover let him raise the fallen,
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and strengthen the weak, and gather in the scattered, and heal the wounded, and

comfort the faint-hearted,and set right the lame in heart, that they maybe strength-

ened by the word ofinstruction ; and let him lighten the heavy burden of their sin,

that they may attain unto good hope. And as to them, let them receive instruc-

tion in the law of the Church, and turn to repentance : and if a man be cast out

through not understanding the word of the Scriptures, despise him not, neither

leave him to fall into sin ; but help him, and heal him from the wound of sin, and

turn him unto thee, and bring him again into the flock of the Church. But he who

refuseth to return, shall be cast out from the flock, and become food for the beasts

of the field : and his portion shall be with those who say, Let us eat and drink, for

to-morrow we die ; who consider not their latter end. And if the Bishop see any
man who doeth thus, he should say to him, I will bear thy sins for thee, and die in

thy stead, as Christ died for the sin of the world. And then let him toil and labour

with him, until he return unto repentance. For the good shepherd giveth his life

a ransom for the sheep ; but the hireling, who is not the shepherd, whose own the

sheep are not, seeth the wolf coming, and leaveth the sheep, and the wolf teareth

them and scattereth them; for he is an hireling, he careth not for the sheep. We
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ought to know that the Lord is merciful, and desireth not the death of a sinner,

but his conversion and returning to repentance. And if a man transgress, under-

standing not the commandments that the Lord hath set forth for repentance,

but walk in the deceit of his heart, and remember not his sin and his evil that

he hath done, understanding not the word of Holy Scripture which proclaimeth

mercy to him, that man shall perish and be without hope. But do thou search

out the good shepherd, and the humble and patient teacher and reprover, and

the merciful, and peace-maker, that goeth round about and feedeth his sheep and

seeketh that which is lost, like the Lord our God. For our Father which is in

heaven sent his beloved Son, our Saviour, the Good Shepherd, our Teacher, Jesus

Christ, who left the ninety and nine in the wilderness, and went to seek the one

sheep that was lost : and when he had found it, he laid it upon his shoulder,

and brought it into the flock with joy; for He had found that which was lost.

Hear this, O Bishop! guide them that have erred, and gather in again them

that are scattered, and search out them that are lost; for thou hast power for the

turning of men to bind and to loosen. So the Lord said to the paralytic, I have

forgiven thee thy sin ; thy faith hath saved thee ; go in peace. Now the peace
which we have received is the Church of Christ, into which thou shouldst bring
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back those that have repented of their sins, who have repented and done that

which is right and good, and have found the hope of life. The Bishop ought to

heal the afflicted, who are sick through the deeds of sin
;
to visit them, and com-

fort them, and heal their wounds. For the whole need not a physician, but they
that are sick ; for the Son of Man came to seek and to succour that which was

lost. Inasmuch as thou art a physician in the Church of the Lord, give to

every one healing according as it is fit, and feed them with spiritual food, that

they may stand fast in the Holy Church. Feed the flock of Christ with humi-

lity and love, and reproof, without anger; not puffed up with the power of

thy office, for thou art the shepherd of the sheep of the flock of Christ. And

gather thou the lambs into thy bosom; and be good and merciful and just,

without deceit, or revenge, or jealousy, or accusings, or calumny, or hatred, or

partiality, or blasphemy, or pride, or vain-glory. Despise not the people that are

under thee, and hide not from them the commandments of the Lord; neither turn

thyself away from their repentance, nor bring pretexts against them, to drive

them out from the church of the Lord.

Be of good understanding, therefore, in judgment; and receive not the witness

of one against any man, but only the witness of three men, good and true,
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concerning whom others witness that they are good and true, who have no

hatred or revenge or jealousy. For there are many that speak falsely, that have

two tongues or three, who rejoice in evil deeds, haters of their brethren, who

desire to scatter the flock of Christ. And if thou hast heard their voice, and

believed those who do thus, behold thou hast scattered thy flock without judg-

ment, and hast delivered them to evil and ravening wolves, which are wicked

men. Or rather, they are not men, but beasts in the likeness of men, trans-

gressors and heretics and unbelievers, who know not the Lord. These are they

that lie in wait by the way ; like a devouring wolf, they tear them that depart

from the law of the Church ; and when they see one that is gone out of the way,

they think they have found for themselves great gain. For their father the

devil is a murderer ; and they that are separated from the Church, and depart
from the law, the devils shall be their shepherds, and shall afflict them with

torment and distress and sorrow of heart. And they shall follow the way of the

transgressors, and shall lose their hope, and depart farther and farther from the

Lord ; and the Bishop too, if he judge not according to right, his portion shall

be with them.

It is not right, therefore, to reject the sinner, nor to despise him that turneth ;

neither be thou wanting in mercy, that thou mayest heal the wound of sin ;
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and have no communion with the bloody man. For concerning such the Scrip-

ture saith, Their feet are swift to shed blood, shame and destruction are in their

ways, they know not the way of peace, and there is no fear of God before their

eyes. But the way of peace is our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath taught us,

saying, Forgive, that he may forgive you ; give, that he may give unto you : that

is to say, Forgive men their trespasses, that your Heavenly Father may forgive

you your trespasses. And, moreover, he hath taught us in his prayer, saying,

But ye, when ye pray, say thus : Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed

be thy name ; Thy kingdom come ; Thy will be done, as in heaven, so also upon
earth : Give us this day our daily bread ; Forgive us our trespasses and sins,

as we also forgive him that hath trespassed against us. And if, then, ye cannot

forgive the trespass of your neighbour, how shall ye find forgiveness of your

trespasses ? But if there be any one that hath been driven forth without

transgression, and then returning asketh pardon, and the Bishop receiveth him

not, such an one is the murderer of his brother and a shedder of blood ; like

Cain, who shed the blood of Abel his brother ;
and his blood cried unto the

Lord. And if any Bishop expel a man without transgression, he is become, like

Cain, a murderer.
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V. That it is not lawfulfor us to enforce discipline against any man, unless

testimony be established against him, that he hath sinned.

For he that casteth out a man who hath not transgressed, is worse than a mur-

derer. Neither perceiveth he the mercy of God ;
for he remembereth not the

commandments of Christ, how he said, There is joy in heaven on account of

one sinner that repenteth. And he that doeth thus shall not attain to the salva-

tion of his soul : for he erreth, and falleth into great sin ; seeing that he re-

proveth not, nor converteth those who commit many sins, but scattereth the flock

of Christ ; nay, even fighteth against it. For just is the Lord, and just is the

judgment that he judgeth unto all, to the righteous man and to the sinner : he is

merciful unto all them that turn unto him in righteousness and mercy and humi-

lity, in the love of God. It becometh the Bishop, therefore, to judge rightly, and

to follow Christ, and do his will
; even as the Lord judgeth the sinners that turn

unto him. Dost thou not remember David, when he sinned, and Nathan said

unto him, Wherefore hast thou done thus ? and he said, I have sinned, and I

repent thereof : when he confessed his transgression, he was saved from death ;

and Nathan said unto him, Be of good courage, and doubt not ; thou shalt not die.

And the prophet Jonas also, when he would not preach to the men of Nineveh,

47



: (D&^:'Atf YlC.W : O^n<5 : (DJftt :

AAOA : AP : (DM : AOA.ll- : *lJUQ/f :

: AH- : (DIlYlP : *-OD :

H^kKD-l : ATH : "MIC =

:: (DV1UJ : ^FflL : <DA,: UPTtlh :

1UJ :

A^tfUMldkC; " (D%
,

: *A.ft : (D-flf :

"KYVP :

A :

: (DrhiX = noo^OAl- : HlUUT :

: A^A9 :: (D(h)K : ^M'TO : AYTA- : 'h'p'h-nf :

RT :

<

XlH.?k-n<h.C : <DAA,U- : j1>i, : (D-A-K
'

: aft.?11 CDJE^h.aoq, : (Dft^n -..P^oqrtA : (D.Pl'LlA : (Dl-fld. :

was cast into the sea, and the whale swallowed him up, yet afterwards he came

forth from the belly of the whale, and was saved from death. And Hezekiah

also, although, when he lifted up his heart, chastisement came upon him, yet,

when he humbled himself, and departed from the exaltation of his heart, and

wept before the Lord, then He had mercy upon him. Hear, O ye Bishops, that

which is profitable in this matter : for it is written in the Fourth Book of Kings,

And Manasseh his son reigned in his stead ; twelve years old was Manasseh

when he began to reign, and fifty and five years reigned he over Israel in Jeru-

salem
;
and his mother's name was Haphsaba ;

and he did that which was evil in

the sight of the Lord. Moreover, it is written in the Second Book of Chronicles,

saying, And he did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord, above all the abo-

minations of the Gentiles whom the Lord rooted out before the Children of Israel.

And he turned and built on the high places the altars which Hezekiah his father

had pulled down, and raised pillars to Baalim, and made groves, and worshipped
all the host of heaven and served them, and built an altar in the House of the

Lord at Jerusalem, of which He had said, My name shall be there for ever. And
he built an altar to all the stars of heaven in the two courts of the House of the

Lord ; and himself made his son to serve in the fire, in the land of Benonim, and

he used signs, and made himself like an ass, and used magic, and set up diviners
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and soothsayers, and wrought much evil in the sight of the Lord, to sin against

him
;

and he set up the graven image and the molten image which he had

made, in the House of the Lord ; of which the Lord had said to David and

to Solomon his son, In this House, and in Jerusalem, which I have chosen

out of all the tribes of Israel, will I set my name for ever. And I will no

more move the foot of Israel out of the land which I gave unto their fathers :

only let them observe all that I have commanded them in my Law and my
covenant and my judgments, by the hand of Moses. And Manasseh cor-

rupted Judah, and them that dwelt in Jerusalem, to do evil above all the nations

that the Lord had removed from before the face of the Children of Israel :

and the Lord spake against Manasseh and against his people, but they hearkened

not unto him. And the Lord sent against them the captains of the host of

the king of Assyria ; and they took Manasseh in bonds, and bound him in fetters,

and led him away to Babylon. And when he was afflicted, he sought the face of

the Lord his God, and humbled himself greatly before the face of the God of his

fathers. And Manasseh the son of king Hezekiah prayed,, and said thus :

O Lord, Ruler of the whole world, God of our fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob,

and of all their offspring that are righteous, who didst make heaven and earth

with all the host of them, who didst rebuke the sea with the voice of thy
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commandment, who didst shut up the depths and seal them up fearfully, and that

by thy glorious name
; whom every thing feareth with trembling, quaking

before the face of thy power, for there is no end of the greatness of thy glory ;

fearful is the chastisement of thy wrath against sinners, but there is no number
nor measure of the mercy of thy commandments, for thou alone art the Lord

Most High. Thou art merciful, slow to anger, and of great compassion, and

repentest thee toward the sins of men. And now, O Lord God of the righteous !

for it is not for the righteous man that thou hast appointed repentance ; not for

Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, who sinned not against thee ; but turn thyself at

the repentance of me a sinner, for my transgressions are more in number than

the sand of the sea, and my sins are many ! Neither am I worthy to look up-

ward, and to behold the height of heaven, for the multitude of my transgressions.

I have laboured in fetters of iron, that I might obtain for myself rest from sin
;

and by this also I have not been refreshed : for I have stirred up thine anger, and

have done evil before thee, while I observed vanities, and multiplied that which

profited me not. And now I bow upon the knees of my heart, beseeching thy

mercy. I have sinned, O Lord, I have sinned ; and I confess my sin. I entreat

and beseech thee, have mercy upon me, O Lord, have mercy upon me, and

deliver me not up to my sin ! And remember not my transgression against m
for ever, neither take vengeance upon me in the depths of the earth ! For thou,

50



: '/VIH* = JUPAlKro- : A>kA : tf^iflch. :: (DJPftTC?*.
'

K/lFln : HA

OA.P :: Ylro : >^}H : KY* : EAO)^ : A.T : hJffjTlt. : IMTHf :

Xfrflihln : nlTl-A- : IH, : (DOYl^A- : <POA : AifCp^P ' ' "Xft00 :

fetich- : VTA- : 1A : fto^-fr
1

: (DAll : fkfldrir : A*A9 : Imi
: Iflfh : 9"fiV- 'fcgo'WnP : 9"-in<. : H*111< :

A :

A : ?\6.T : ^U-R " 0)YrA : gnM'TO : HdriX :

: (DVO : OhflT : 9DM'CPO : "K^H.^i'flth,C -."^A^TOf : (DlVflih " (D

:: (D

O Lord, art the God of them that repent, and thy goodness shall be shewed

upon me
; inasmuch as when there was no worthiness in me, thou didst save me

in the multitude of thy mercy. I will praise thee at all times, and all the days

of my life
;

for all the host of heaven praise thee ; and unto thee be glory for

ever. Amen.

And when the Lord saw that Manasseh repented of the evil of his doings that

he had done in his foolishness, the Lord pardoned him, and heard his prayer, and

answered the voice of his petition. And immediately a flame of fire shone round

about him, and the bonds of his iron fetters were loosened. And afterward the

Lord saved Manasseh from all his affliction, and brought him back to Jerusalem,

into his kingdom. And Manasseh knew that the Lord was his God ; and he served

the Lord with all his heart, and with all his soul, all the days of his life ; and

he was numbered with the righteous. And afterward he put away the strange

gods out of the House of the Lord, which were made with the hands of man.

And he raised the wall very much, and appointed chiefs of the forces in all

the provinces over the walls of Judah. And all the altars that he had built in

the mountain of the House of the Lord, and in Jerusalem, he cast out of the

city ;
and set up the altar of the Lord, and sacrificed sacrifices upon the altar of

the Lord, and offered praise. And Manasseh spake unto Judah, to serve the
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Lord God of Israel. And Manasseh slept with his fathers in peace, and Amon .

his son reigned in his stead. And he did evil in the sight of the Lord, as

Manasseh his father did, and he provoked the Lord God to anger.

Behold then, ye have heard, O our children ! how he served and sacrificed unto

idols, and slew many without law ; and the Lord God afflicted him for a little space.

But when he repented, he forgave him his sin, and brought him back into his

kingdom ; for the Lord receiveth the repentance of them that turn unto him,

even so that he bringeth them back into their former honour. For there is no

greater sin than the worshipping of idols; for that is rebellion against^the

Lord
; yet men are saved from it by true repentance. But if any man trans-

gress and commit sin, and say in his heart, What will the Lord do unto me
for this ? such an one is rebellious before the Lord. For he doth not first try

and examine himself, but walketh in his own will, and doeth the desire of his

soul, and saith, This is good. He that doeth thus, and repenteth not, hath

not forgiveness before the Lord. Now thus did Amon the son of Manasseh.

For the Holy Scripture saith, And Amon conceived rebellion in his heart, and did

evil before the Lord, as Manasseh his father did. And he multiplied proud words,

and said, My father did much sin in his youth ; but when he grew old he
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turned and repented. And I also will do likewise, and will walk in my own

will, and follow the desire of my soul; and when I am old, I will turn and repent

before the Lord. Then Amon did evil before the Lord, and did evil exceedingly,

above them that were before him. Then the Lord brought judgment upon him,

and destroyed him from off the good land, and his servants set upon him and

slew him in his house
;
and the people of the land slew those that had set upon

King Amon. And he reigned two years.

Understand therefore, O ye people ! and think not to do evil as Amon did,

lest ye perish. And in like manner let the Bishop feed and convert the people,

and teach and instruct them, and reprove them that have sinned, and heal them

from their infirmities, and receive their repentance, as far as he can. But if he

be without compassion, and receive not the repentance of sinners that turn unto

the Lord, such an one is not worthy of esteem and honour, and shall be con-

demned before the Lord his God. But if he receive the repentance of them

that turn unto the Lord, he shall find compassion and mercy with the Lord God,

who sent his only Son into the world ; who was pleased to be born of a woman,

and became man for our sakes, and endured suffering upon the cross, his side
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being pierced unto death
; who being God the Word, the Angel of the great

and fearful counsel, took upon him our sicknesses and bare our sorrows, and by

his wounds our wounds are healed : so let us also endure sorrow and affliction,

and let us receive the repentance of those who have sinned.

See now the mercy of the Lord toward Matthew, who was a publican ; but

when he turned unto Him, he made him an Evangelist. And Peter too, who

denied him three times through fear, when he repented and wept bitterly, He
received his repentance, and made him a shepherd of his sheep. And Paul our

brother, who was before a persecutor, who blasphemed against the Holy Ghost,

when he turned unto him, He made him an apostle. Unto the woman who was a

sinner, who gave of her substance unto many, he said, Thy sins are forgiven thee.

The other also, the adulteress, whom the priests placed before him, that they

might try Jesus, He saved, and said unto her, Go, and henceforth sin not again.

It is right that ye, Bishops, should put your trust and hope in the Lord, our

Lord and our Saviour, our God, and our King, even Jesus Christ, the Saviour

of your souls. Draw near unto him in humility and gentleness; make peace
without contention and anger ; convert the sinners, raise the fallen ; and return

not evil for evil. And, moreover, be not railers, nor angry, nor blasphemous,
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nor boasters, nor acceptors of persons, nor drinkers of much wine or strong

drink; nor dancers; nor thieves, nor murderers ;
nor receivers of bribes ; neither

seek glory from strange gods, but keep far from them ; for ye have been called

to this work, that ye should serve the Lord. Thus let the life of the Bishop be,

let his garments and his food be in moderation and purity, as much as is sufficient

for him, that he transgress not after any other law. For he that laboureth is

worthy of his meat, even the tithes and first-fruits which they bring into the

Church, according to the commandment of the Lord. The Bishop ought to give

unto the afflicted, and the poor, and the widows and orphans, and to the needy
and strangers who possess nothing, according to their wants. But if the Bishop

give them not their due care, the Lord shall require it of him on their behalf;

for he has power to appoint for every one, according as it is right. And ye

who are ordained in the Church, if ye have need, take out of the store ; but if

ye have not poverty, it is not right that ye should take from it. And if ye do

thus, ye shall be saved before the Lord. But if the Bishops take for themselves

alone, and are insatiable to devour, and lay up for themselves and give not to

the poor, for this cause the Lord shall call them to account, and they shall be

clothed with reproach and dishonour. And therefore he saith, Ye have drunk
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milk, and have clothed yourselves with wool, and have killed bulls ; ye have not

raised that which was fallen, nor helped that which was lost. Must ye indeed

live alone upon the earth ? Therefore hath he commanded you in the Law,

saying, Love your neighbour as yourselves. And moreover he saith, Thou shalt

not muzzle the mouth of the ox, while he treadeth out the corn. And seek

not ye to take any thing but that which is in proportion to your labour and toil,

as it is right. For the holy threshing-floor is the Church of the Lord. And
eat ye in it, as the Levites, who serve in the tabernacle of the covenant, which

is the image of the Holy Church.

It is right, then, that the priests should eat the offerings, with their wives and

their sons and their daughters, when men have brought their offering unto the

Lord, whether a vow that they have vowed, or fruits, or tithes, or sacrifices or

oblation
;

for they have no other occupation, nor any portion of land with the

Children of Israel, but only to do the service of the tabernacle
;
for the offering

that the people bring, that is the portion of the Levites. And now ye, O Bishops,
are the similitude of the Priests and Levites, as those who were from the

beginning. It is right that ye should entreat and pray for the people ; for ye are

ordained for the service of this Holy and Blessed Church, who stand before the
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altars of the Lord our God, who offer up pure and reasonable sacrifices, without

blood, unto Jesus Christ, the Great High Priest. For ye are prophets, and chiefs,

and rulers, and kings, who have power over all the people that are under you.

And you it becometh to preach and to speak, and to cause the people to hear the

word of the Lord, and not to hide the keys of the teaching of wisdom and know-

ledge. And if ye hide them, ye shall find condemnation, which is prepared for

you with the Lord. But if ye preach and teach the people, ye shall find recom-

pence and glory and favour with the Lord, because ye have endured patiently,

and borne all the burden. And therefore shall ye find your hope fulfilled in

every thing ; for ye are become like Jesus Christ, who took upon him our sick-

nesses, and bare our infirmities upon the cross. For, for our sake He was cruci-

fied who had no sin : in like manner should ye also bear the sins of his people.

For the prophet Isaiah saith concerning our Saviour, He took upon him our

sicknesses, and bare our sorrows, and for our sakes he was afflicted. And again

he saith, He was crucified for our sins, and was afflicted for our transgressions.

In like manner should ye also save the people, as Christ saved you. Think not
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that it is a light burden which the Bishops bear. As they bear a heavy burden,

so shall they receive the first-fruits ; and let them give thereof to the needy.

For He -will call you to account, with whom ye cannot strive nor contend. It is

right, then, that they who serve the Holy Church should obtain their due care,

and receive the offerings, even as the Priests and Levites, the ministers ;
as it

is written in the Book of Numbers concerning the Priests : And the Lord said

unto Aaron, Behold I have given unto you to keep all the first-fruits that they

shall offer of all that is sanctified unto me by the Children of Israel ; unto thee

have I given it, until thou growest old ; and after thee to thy children, by an

ordinance for ever. And this shall be yours of their holy things which are sanc-

tified, of the sacrifices, of all their offerings, and of all their sacrifices, and of

their offerings of repentance, and of all their sin-offerings, and of all that they

shall bring unto me of all their holy things, unto thee shall it be, and to thy

children. In the most holy place eat ye it, let every male eat of it, thou and

thy children
;

for it is holy unto thee. And this shall be yours of their first

gifts, and of all that the Children of Israel shall offer ; unto thee have I given

it, and unto thy sons and thy daughters with thee, by an ordinance for ever.

Every one that is clean in thy house shall eat of it. And the first-fruits of oil,
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and all the first-fruits of wine and of wheat, all their first-fruits, and all that they

shall offer unto the Lord, unto thee I have given it. And all the first-fruits that

shall be in all their land, and all that they shall bring unto the Lord, unto thee

have I given it
; every one that is clean in thy house shall eat of it. Every thing

that they shall consecrate among the Children of Israel, shall be thine. And every

thing that openeth the womb, of all flesh, every thing that they shall bring unto

the Lord, from man even unto beast, shall be thine ; save those that shall be ran-

somed with a ransom : even the first-born of men, and the firstling of unclean

beasts, shall ye ransom. And the ransom shall be, for that which is a month old,

the price of fifty shekels, according to the shekel of the holy things, which is

twenty oboli. But the firstling of cows, and the firstling of sheep, and the firstling

of goats, thou shalt not ransom, for they are holy; and thou shalt pour out their

blood upon the altar, and their fat thou shalt make a sacrifice unto the Lord, for

a sweet savour. And their flesh shall be for thee, as the breast which they offer

and as the right shoulder, so shall every holy offering be thine, every thing that

the Children of Israel shall separate unto the Lord. I have given it unto thee,

and to thy sons and thy daughters with thee, by an everlasting law, and a perpetual

ordinance, which shall be for ever before the Lord, and unto thy seed after thee.
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VI. Concerning the duty of the people to bring offerings to the Church, according
to their ability.

Hear now also, ye people of the elect Church of God ; for of old time the He-

brews were called the People of the Lord, a holy people : and now ye are a chosen

generation, your names are written in heaven for a kingdom and a priesthood ;

ye are a holy people, a bride adorned for the Lord God, a glorious and faithful

Church. Hear how it was ordered at- the beginning what should be given to

those who are ordained over the Church of Christ, even vows and first-fruits

and tithes, for the salvation of men's souls.

The beginning of the name of Jesus is Iota, according to the number of the

testimony of the Holy Church, the congregation of people which is founded

upon Iota, which hath knowledge of the Law, and hath kept the faith, and

believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, and hath guided men unto the knowledge of

the word of Iota, and hath stood fast in the perfection of his glory. In old

time they brought offerings, and sacrifices, and thank-offerings, and tithes and

first-fruits, which was their oblation in those days. And now also let the Bishops

and Priests offer up sacrifices and oblations to the Lord our God, the Lord Jesus
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Christ, who died for us. He it is who appointed High-Priests, and Priests,

and Deacons, and Sub-deacons, and Readers, and Singers, and Door-keepers,

and Deaconesses ; and moreover, widows, and virgins, and orphans ; and over

all these hath the Bishop authority, for he is the teacher and instructor of

those 1 who obey the Lord in the right faith, and for their sakes does he deliver

the word. It is right that they should obey him, for he is the teacher of the

Law to them all : and, moreover, he is their father, who hath begotten them by

water and by the Spirit. For he is your ruler, and guide, and strength ; and your

God upon earth, under the true God ; and it is right that ye should magnify him

and glorify him, and others also who are like him ; as the Lord spake by the mouth

of David the Prophet, saying, I have said, ye are Gods, and all of you are children

of the Most High. Speak not evil against the Gods, which are the Bishops; but let

the Bishops sit first among you; for unto them is given glory and honour before

the Lord God, that they may feed His people in peace. And let the Deacon

minister in purity, without spot ; and let him do nothing without the authority of

the Bishop, his father. . Neither let the Deaconess do any thing without the
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authority of the Deacon. And let not any other woman go to the Deacon, except
in company with the Deaconess ; and, in like manner, let no woman go to the

Bishop, except in company with the Deacon. Honour therefore the Priests ; for

they admonish you and teach you the way of the Lord, and receive from them

the word in the right faith. For He sent them that they should preach, and

teach, and admonish, and baptize in the name of the Father and of the Son and

of the Holy Ghost, and that they should teach men to keep all things what-

soever I have commanded them. And honour ye also the widows and orphans,

as the Church ; and virgins also, as the altar and the offering of incense. For,

in old time, no one could offer sacrifice, unless he were of the Children of Levi ;

nor could any one of the people go in unto the altar, except with the Priest. And

so ye also, do not ye any thing without the counsel of the Bishop ; for he who

doeth any thing without the authority of the Bishop, laboureth for nought, and

his occupation is vain and without profit. As Saul offered up sacrifice without

Samuel the Prophet, and heard a voice saying unto him, Thy sacrifice is vain ;

in like manner, if one of the people do any thing without the Priest, it also is

vain. So King Ozias also, when, not being a Priest, he performed the office of

the priesthood, became a leper. And if there be any one of the people who
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usurpeth the Priest's office, and doeth not the commandments of the Lord, he

shall not escape condemnation ; for he hath taken an honour which hath not

been given unto him, and hath insulted the priesthood; neither hath he been like

unto Christ, who glorified not himself to be made a great High Priest, but endured

patiently ;
for he heard the voice of the Father, saying, The Lord sware, and

repented not, Thou art a Priest for ever, after the order of Melchisedec. But if

Christ glorified not himself, but his Father, who was equal with him, how then

can he who is only a man take the honour of the priesthood to himself, if he

who has authority over him have not given it to him ? For the sons of Korah

were ofthe tribe of Levi ; yet when they rose up against Moses and Aaron, the fire

devoured them, inasmuch as they sought to take what belonged not to them ; and

Dathan, and Abiram, and Korah, went down alive into the pit. The rod that

budded destroyed the counsel ofmany foolish men, and he shewed by its means

the great High Priest who was ordained before the Lord. It is fit then, Brethren,

that ye should bring your offerings and incense to the Bishop, for he is the High
Priest : your first-fruits and tithes, and all your vows, bring ye unto him, that

he may give to every one their due care, even to the needy who have nothing.

Let him set them in order as it is fitting, that no one take advantage of his neigh-
bour in the receiving of alms. It behoveth the Bishop to take care of all the
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poor, and examine into their lives, and know their condition.

Moreover, when the faithful desire to call the poor and widows and orphans
to a feast, as God, even our Lord, hath commanded, it is fitting that the Deacons

should minister
; and let them inquire into their lives, let them call them in,

and place them each one in his seat, as is fitting. Let them divide portions unto

them, and give thereof to the Shepherd also apart, for the honour of the Lord,

seeing that the priesthood hath been given unto him. And when there hath

been given unto the widows, then let the Deacons take thereof, two portions ;

and so also the Priests, who watch, and teach the word of exhortation : let

them receive double honour, for they are the apostles of the Lord Jesus Christ ;

they are the counsellors of the Bishop, and the crown of the Church, who judge
in it righteously. And let the Reader take one portion; and, in like manner, let

the Singers and the Door-keepers receive, each one according to the ordinance

of the Church. And let the people render unto each such honour as becometh

him, and not overlook the Bishop, nor delay to give unto him; but let them send

quickly to him, together with the ministers, the Deacons. Now it is fitting that

the Deacons should report to the Bishop all the matters of the people, that he

may command the people to do what, is right. For, in old time, there was no
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one who entered into the temple, or did any thing therein, but the Priest. The

Prophet Malachi saith, For the lips of the priest keep counsel, and search out the

I/aw. For they who serve idols, and do according to their own will, and make as

though they were righteous, while they are polluted and their deeds are evil and

they have no good work, though they make themselves like the Saints; men

indeed, seeing their doings, will laugh at them and despise them yet now even

these cannot accomplish or do any thing without the counsel of the priests of their

gods : but they lift up their eyes unto them, and listen to what their voice

commandeth them, and do every thing that it saith to them ; they give glory to

the priests of their gods, and put confidence in them, and trust in their gods.

But if these trust in things that have not life, and are subject to evil spirits in

whom is no profit, and hope in vanity, while they make as though they were

righteous, how then should we, who have received the grace of the Holy

Spirit, and have enlightened faith, and a perfect hope, in which is no iniquity,

which is not deceit how ought we to trust in the preaching of the Gospel, which

is full of glory, and without fear, that we may be pleasing unto the Lord our

God ! For the ancient Fathers, and the Bishops, doubtless they are the mouth

K 65



: HAdCD* "

: (DA.1* =

Yl : TYhl : ftguAYl : Ai5.C^T = <DhC"l : VJ-Yl : *>"* : A>kTn : <DlnLP = = <D

: RID :

OXDAJfl, : hAP : HJil-HC
" HYklllA : Hh-ll :: OHlftaa : <D

: AhfMJ- :

: <DOTAhYl : V"^! : CDl^P : Ah-fl = (DYl

of the Lord. They are the mouth of the Lord, in like manner as Aaron spake
to Pharaoh while he was a helper unto Moses. And for this cause he was called

the God of Pharaoh, as a King and an High Priest ;
as the Lord said to Moses,

Behold I have made thee to be a God unto Pharaoh, and Aaron thy brother to be

a Minister and Prophet. And how is it, then, that ye do not trust in them,

seeing that they intercede for you, and deliver the word ? Be subject to them
;

for they are Prophets and the Servants of the Lord ;
the Deacon after the simi-

litude of Aaron, and the Bishop after tlie similitude of Moses. If, then, Moses

was called a God before the Lord, it is right that ye also should honour the

Bishops as the Lord, and the Deacon as a Prophet. As Christ did not any thing

but by the Father, so also let not the Deacon do any thing without the counsel

of the Bishop. The Son does nothing but by the Father : and as the Son is

subject to his Father, so let the Deacon be subject to the Bishop.

VII. That it is not lawful for the Deacon to do any thing but by authority

ofthe Bishop.

As the Son is the good pleasure of the Father, and his Messenger of Counsel,

and his Prophet, so the Deacon also is the Messenger and Prophet of the Bishop :
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wherefore it is not right that he should do any thing without the counsel of the

Bishop. And if he give secretly to the needy without the knowledge of the

Bishop, he causes him to be reproached, and occasions a charge against him of

despising and neglecting the poor and needy and destitute and afflicted. But he

who utters reproachful words, or doeth any thing evil against the Bishop, hath

transgressed against the Lord; not understanding that which He hath said, Thou

shalt not speak evil of the Ruler of thy People. For this law was not ordained

with respect unto stocks and stones which the Gentiles worship, but for the sake

of the Priests, the Teachers, and Wise Men. For unto them he said, Ye are

Gods, and all of you are the children of the Most High. Understand then,

O Deacon, if thou see a poor man, and he be ashamed to ask, tell the Bishop

secretly concerning him ; and reveal not nor tell to others his poverty, lest he be

ashamed and murmur. But if thou reveal his secrets, thou bringest sorrow upon

thy brother ; and for his sake the Lord shall be angry with thee. And the Lord

said unto them, Wherefore have ye not been ashamed to speak evil against my
servant Moses ? and the judgment of the wrath of the Lord came upon them.

And Moses said unto them who murmured against him, And we, what are we ?

in this your murmuring, it is not against me that ye murmur, but against your
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Maker. And if any one say against one of the people, Thou fool ! he shall be

condemned ; for he hath blasphemed against the name of Christ. And if this be

so, how then shall it be with them who blaspheme against the Bishop? For when

he stretcheth out his hands upon any one, the Holy Spirit cometh down upon
him : and by him ye are taught the spiritual covenant, and know the Lord, and

have believed in Christ, by whom also ye are saved ;
and are anointed with

the oil of joy, and with the holy unction, and become the children of light. For

when the Bishop layeth his hands upon you in the holy baptism, the Lord sendeth

His Holy Word upon you, which saith, Ye are my Children, and this day have I

begotten you. Understand therefore, O man, that through the prayer of the

Bishop thou wast called a Child of God. And now acknowledge this grace
which is given thee ; and love him who hath loved thee and called thee into

this glory and honour. Bow down unto him who is thy father, under God. For

ye have heard the word which saith concerning those who have begotten you

according to the flesh, Honour thy father and thy mother ; and thereby thou

shalt find good ; and, He that speaketh evil against his father or his mother, let

him die the death. But if these things be so, how is it that ye do not magnify
and honour them who have begotten you again by water and by the Holy Spirit,

who have fed you with spiritual milk, and nourished you by the word of exhor-
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tation, and strengthened you by the Eucharist, and made you prepared to

receive the holy flesh and the precious blood of our Lord and Saviour Jesus

Christ? These are they who have loosed you from the bonds of sin ; and have

made you partakers of the Holy Eucharist, and of the love of God, that ye
should be partakers of the inheritance and joint-heirs with his Son. Fear them

therefore, and honour them in every thing ; for they have the grace of life from

the Lord, that they may be judges over them that have transgressed, and may
save them from the fire of hell, and absolve them that turn from their sins.

It is right that ye should fear these as Princes and Rulers, and be obedient unto

them as Kings, and receive them into your houses. Even as Samuel the Prophet

gave commandment to the people concerning the King, in the First Book of

Kings ; and moreover, Moses gave commandment concerning the Priests. And
thus we also command you concerning the Bishops, that ye give them their due

respect, as it is ordained. For in old time Moses and Samuel commanded the

people to honour Kings and Priests, who minister for the affairs of this world ;

but if this be so, much more is it fitting that ye should give their due respect and

maintenance unto the Bishops and Priests, who watch and minister for your
sakes, and are your guides unto the kingdom of Heaven. And if from the begin-

ning Kings have raised armies to make war and fight, that they may defend and
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save the bodies of men, how much more, then, are those worthy of honour who

have received the ordination of the Priesthood from the Lord, who heal both soul

and body from condemnation ! For the soul is greater than the body, and the

Priest's office is greater than the King's ; for this is the office that bindeth those

who deserve condemnation, and looseth those who seek forgiveness. And there-

fore it is right that ye should love the Bishop as a Father, and fear him as a King,
and trust in him as in the Lord. Bring unto him your fruits of the earth, and

the labour of your hands, and your first-fruits and tithes and oblations, and the

first of corn and wine, and oil, and wool. And then shall he give a blessing

upon you, that your offering may be well-pleasing and accepted, as incense of

a sweet savour before the Lord your God ;
and the Lord shall bless the works of

your hands, and multiply the good fruits of your land ; for the Lord giveth his

blessing upon the heads of the righteous who shew mercy.

Behold, then, and know that the Lord hath delivered us from the curse of the

Law, and brought us into life, while we were scattered and lost as sheep that have

no shepherd, and as the brute beast that cannot reason. He hath turned us from

our sins, and cleansed us from our transgressions, and commanded us to bring

our oblations to the Priests, and to give alms to the poor who have nothing.
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For our Lord saith in the Gospel, Except your righteousness exceed ^that of the

Scribes and Pharisees, ye cannot enter into the kingdom of God. Let it then

be your care to give to the Priests and widows and orphans ; as it is written,

saying, He hath dispersed and given to the poor, and his righteousness remaineth

for ever ; for by righteousness and uprightness and mercy sin is pardoned, for a

pure and blessed soul pleaseth the Lord. Do then righteousness thus, as the

Lord hath commanded
; give to the Priests, as is fitting, the first-fruits of thy

wine-press and of thy threshing-floor ; for they have power to give to every

one that is in need, and they have authority over every matter of the Church.

Resist not therefore the Bishops, in any of their doings ; saying, When did he do

it ? or, To whom did he give ? or, When did he spend this ? and, Where did he

receive that ? nor judge whether he do what is good or evil, whether with justice

or without justice : for the Lord God shall call them to account for these things,

who hath given them the office of the priesthood, and hath granted unto them

a higher degree.

But do thou set the fear of the Lord before thine eyes; and remember

always the word that saith, Love the Lord thy God with all thy heart and with

all thy mind and with all thy strength, and follow not the way which leadeth unto
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other gods, nor any thing like unto them, who have not life
;

neither follow the

doctrine of devils, nor any other devices, which Christ hath not commanded.

But do thou seek unto the reading of the Scriptures, which are the Law of God ;

and cease not from the reading of the Scriptures at every opportunity. And

put away from thee all evil which opposeth itself, which is not commanded in the

Law, mocking, and anger. But honour thy father and thy mother who begat

thee according to the flesh, and love thy neighbour as thyself, and be a guide to

the poor ;
and keep far from a false oath, which is without profit. But keep not

thou far from the Church of Christ; go early unto it at all times; and worship

humbly at all times with the watchful, who sleep not day nor night, who give

thanks unto the Lord for life, and for all that he has bestowed upon them. Live,

then, by labour, and the work of thine hands ; and offer unto the Lord of that

which thou hast, according to thine ability ; and be a friend of the poor, and

obtain possession of the kingdom of Heaven, where there is neither moth nor

rust, and where the thief doth not find. And if thou wilt save thyself, strive not

in judgment with the Bishop, nor with him who is of the people, thy brother,

nor with thy companion, wrongfully : but if thou strive with them wrongfully,

thou hast drawn thyself into injustice and sin, seeing that no man hath appointed
thee to this office, for judgment was given to the Priests, and not to him who is
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of the people. For the Lord saith, Judge in righteousness and justice ; be of

understanding, and give judgment unto every man with discernment. But ye,

O people, it is not permitted unto you to judge any man. For he saith to them

who have not the ordination of the priesthood, Judge not, for your judgment
shall not be accepted. But let the Bishop judge in righteousness ;

as it is written^

saying, Judge the poor and the fatherless, and do right to him that is wronged,
and to the poor ; and save the desolate and needy. And moreover he saith,

Why do ye not judge between yourselves in justice and righteousness?

VIII. That it is the duly ofthe Bishop to try and inquire into every matter in

justice and uprightness.

Be ye therefore pure, as the Fathers of old, good and wise and faithful
;
and

put away from you the evil law and the corrupt custom. But choose for your-
selves the way of life. It is the duty of the Bishop to walk in this right way,
and to depart from every evil work, and to do good ; and to heal also the poor
who have need of repentance, and to cast out them that refuse to turn. For there

are that make pretences, and use lying devices, and bring accusations through
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envy and malice ; as did the two Elders against Susanna in Babylon, and as the

Egyptian woman did against Joseph. But thou, O man of God, do not as these

do ; but be good and merciful, and receive them that repent. Favour not the

sinner, neither slay the just. For he that receiveth not the penitent, nor restoreth

the sinners, he is a Father of wrath, and bringeth not peace. And where

wrath is, there the Lord dwelleth not ; but wrath is the companion of Satan,

who walketh about among false brethren, who hath no peace, and stirreth up

contention in the Church. Understand therefore, and follow not the way of

fools, who rejoice in evil ; neither hear ye their voice in that which is evil, but

keep yourselves from them ; for they have no fear of God before their eyes, but

only revenge and envy. For evil men accuse the good, in whom there is no

fault; and bring upon them an evil report, and bring them down into great

affliction and tribulation. But thou, O Bishop, understand, and inquire of those

who come to thee to tell their cause ; and judge between them with wisdom,

discerning how and what the matter is. And if a man be found to have trans-

gressed, reprove him, as the Lord hath commanded ; take him with thee alone,

and exhort him to turn to repentance. And if he refuse, take with thee one or
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two, and tell him of his negligence and folly, and teach him in meekness and

wisdom; and say unto him, Wisdom dwelleth in the heart of the good, and

maketh her rest in the bosom of the instructors. And if he hear the word of

you three, he hath saved himself, and gained his soul. But if he refuse to hear,

tell it to the Church ; and if he refuse to hear the Church, let him be unto

thee as a Gentile, a heathen and a publican. Receive him not, neither bring him

into the Church ; nor number him with the Christian people. But as for those

who repent of their sins, and turn to our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the Living

God, He will receive their repentance.

Behold, I, Matthew, one of the Twelve, declare unto you the doctrine of this

Didascalia, who was before a publican, but when I repented and believed with a

right faith, I became an Apostle, and a preacher of the word of the Holy Gospel;
for by faith shall a man be saved. And thus Zacchaeus also, who was before a

publican, when he returned and prayed unto the Lord, he received his repentance,
and despised him not. And so with those soldiers and publicans who entered

into the Church, and heard the word of repentance from John the Baptist, after

their baptism he saith unto them, Do no more than that which is commanded

you. Be not heavy upon your brethren, nor upon the heathen that turn to the

L2 75



: ArhH'fl : "5\A : fou.pflV : 111 :

:: YlOTl : lA/HHtflo* : A>kA

m- - fn - 'XiHftiifh.c = ft-n^tp00*
: a-r - ftcfitjn : fi9o* HA

: h,,<"W- : ^^UC
: fKD'flT : XA01^ : AA :

: 1.H, :

: (DJE^lUllfc : (D^^oou^. : DUfP : ?v9Alr"

: HA.O :

: A

Yl

Lord, lest they rebel against the faith. Thus we command you : Them that

return unto the Lord bring into the Church, that they may hear the voice of the

Scriptures, and bring forth fruits meet for repentance ;
that they despise not

instruction. But stand ye not together with them in prayer ; but let them put

them forth, after the reading of the Scriptures of the Law, the Prophets, and the

Gospel. And then let them stand at all times prepared to worship in the Church,

that others seeing them may fear, and receive instruction and learn godliness.

O Bishop, help the sinners, and strengthen them by the word of the Lord ;

and despise them not, neither refuse to eat with sinners and publicans. For

when the Pharisees said to His disciples, Wherefore doth your master eat with

sinners and publicans ? he answered and said unto them, The sick need the phy-

sician, and not they that are whole : I came not to call the righteous, but sinners

to repentance. And for this cause it is right that thou shouldst visit them and

comfort them, and eat with them in love ; and shouldst be careful for their sal-

vation, and help them, and say unto them, Be strong, and clap your hands, and

dance with your feet. It behoveth you, therefore, to comfort them that are

sorrowful in heart, and bear patiently with them that are angry, that they turn
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not again unto folly : for the angry man is ever a fool.

But if any man turn, and shew the fruit ofrepentance, straightway receive him ;

as it was with the prodigal son, who spent all his father's substance in riotous

living. And he consumed all his substance. And there came a great famine in

that land, and he began to be in want ; and he went and joined himself to one

of the men of that country. And he sent him to his farm-yard to feed swine ;

and he desired to fill himself with the husks which the swine did eat ;
and

no man gave unto him. And he thought in his heart, and said, How many
servants of my father have bread enough and to spare, and I die of hunger in

this place ! I will arise and go unto my Father, and will say unto him, Father,

I have sinned against heaven and before thee, and am not worthy to be called thy

son : make me as one of thy servants. And he arose, and went to his Father.

And his Father saw him afar off, and had compassion upon him, and ran, and

fell on his neck, and kissed him. And his son said unto him, I have sinned

against heaven and before thee, and am not worthy to be called thy son. And

his Father said unto his servants, Bring out quickly the best garments, and put

them on him ; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet
; and bring out

the fatted calf, and kill, and let us eat and make merry : for this my son was
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dead and is alive again, was lost and is found. Do thus, O Bishop, when the new

Converts are baptized, and receive them, and lay thy hands upon them and over

them, for they are purified by repentance ; and, after that thou hast prayed over

them, baptize them, and bring them into the good flock. For when the Bishop

layeth his hand upon them, they receive the Holy Spirit from our Lord Jesus

Christ. And if there be one of the believing brethren that asketh thee, and

saith unto thee, Wherefore hast thou slain the sinner ? shouldst not thou rejoice

with him, and say unto him, For this thy brother was dead and is alive again,

was lost and is found ? For the Lord is merciful, and pardoneth the sin of him

that hath transgressed, when he repenteth and doeth that which is right. Hear

what David did, when he sinned concerning the wife of Uriah. After he had

confessed his transgression, he repented, and said, Turn thy face from my sin,

O Lord, and blot out all my transgressions ! Create in me a clean heart, O Lord,

and renew a right spirit within me ! Cast me not out from before thy face, and

take not away thy Holy Spirit from me ! Restore unto me thy joy and thy salva-

tion, and strengthen me with thy powerful spirit ! And thou too, O Bishop, heal

them as a wise physician, and as a faithful friend who anxiously seeketh the

salvation of his neighbour : so also do thou help them, and save them, and
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heal from the wounds of sin those who turn unto the Lord, that they may
be saved from condemnation. And if their disorder be great, give them the

remedy which blotteth out iniquity ;
and anoint them with the ointment of life,

that destroyeth the poison of the disease, that is, prayer and fasting : and bind

up the deformity of those whose limbs are broken, by entreaty and supplication.

And if, though thou hast done all this, thou be not yet able to heal them, be not

against them as a saw which cutteth asunder, and as a hatchet which breaketh

in pieces, but as a wise physician, who cutteth gently with the lancet and driveth

out the uncleanness of the disorder which is concealed within, and so shall all

the body be made whole. But if thou see a deceitful and talkative man, who
refuseth to return unto repentance, but liveth in folly and error, cut him offfrom

the Church. For He hath said, Put away evil from amongst you. It is right

that thou shouldst reprove him, but account him not as thine enemy, for he is

one of thy members. And respect not persons in judgment, neither favour the

rich or the poor.
For ye, O Shepherds of the sheep, and Deacons, must not hear the word of

falsehood and accusation against a man that is innocent, in whom is no trans-

gression, to put him out of the Church, devising that ye may receive gifts, and

respecting persons : for those who do thus are companions of the Devil. Know,

79



on
.

: rhA.Pl

= A ID (1.11 =

<D?i.9nTrX '-: (Dft/

A : inC.f : Gang : >kfiou : ^a : nh.Clf.Pfl : lOJi : ^A.A '"*' : A"/\A : J&fl

: UJf^ :

th :

- : a*00*
: nO*rog : : ^A, : >^aD-T|j : "^A : ^wajt^t- : UYlTn : (DPO*

: Yl

then, that ye shall be recompensed for this before the judgment-seat of God ; for it

is written, saying, Thou shalt not slay the righteous with the wicked, neither shalt

thou receive a bribe to destroy life : for a bribe blindeth the eyes of the wise, and

perverteth the word of justice. Neither honour thou the transgressor for the

sake of a gift, nor change right for wrong ;
but keep thyself, and do not any

such thing. Judge not unrighteously, neither be partaker with the workers of

iniquity ; for it is said by the Prophet Esaias, Woe unto them that call good evil,

and evil good, who call light darkness and darkness light, who call sweet bitter

and bitter sweet ! Woe unto them who are wise to do evil, and say, We are wise !

And if ye pervert judgment by iniquity, know that ye shall bring upon yourselves

condemnation. For our Lord saith, As ye have judged, so shall ye be judged ;
and

with the measure by which ye measure, shall it be measured unto you. But if

ye understand and inquire into the word of judgment, ye will discern the evil,

and the false, and the calumniators, who slay their neighbours by unjust accusa-

tions. These are they that bring in contention, and observe words of vanity, and

make a snare for themselves by the words of their lips: those that do thus, drive

ye far from the Church, that they pollute not the Church of God. But if they
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turn and repent and leave their wickedness, and do that which is right, let them

be received, to enter into the Church; for they have received the body of

Christ. But if a man be born having a superfluity in his members, will he

not cut off the superfluous member, lest it be a reproach upon him ? And in

like manner, ye, the shepherds of the sheep, drive out of the Church of the

Lord the apostates and heretics ; for it is a reproach, if those live among you

who believe not in our Lord Jesus Christ. Cut them off for ever from the

Church : for ye are truly members of Christ, and sons of the Church. But if

there be found among you a superfluous member, who deviseth evil, and walketh

up and down among you, and bringeth in murder and slander and blasphemy,

he, who doeth thus, hath perfected all the devices of Satan, and blasphemed

against the Church. Those who do thus, drive ye out ; and let them be cast

forth from the Church, and be recompensed according to their works, and be

cut off for ever from the people of the Lord. And when ye do thus, behold,

the Church of God is beautified ; for the evil member is gone out of her which

dwelt in her and disturbed her. These are the destroyers, the haters of that
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which is good, the lovers of wealth and vain-glory, who are wise to do evil, and

scatter the sheep of the flock of Christ.

It behoveth Bishops to judge the people in righteousness ; for the Lord saith,

If ye walk in a crooked way, I also will walk with you in a crooked way. More-

over he saith in a certain place, With the just thou wilt be just, and with the

pure man thou wilt be pure ; and with the excellent thou wilt be excellent, and

with the froward thou wilt be froward. Walk then in the way of purity, that

thou mayest find glory and favour with the Lord. Be of one mind, and love

one another. And ye also, O Bishops, feed the people diligently with one mind,

in unity, that ye may praise the Lord in one faith. Be then one body and one

spirit, and one faith, as the Lord hath given you grace. It is right that the

Deacon should tell the Bishop every thing that hath been done
; as Christ also

did not any thing, but by the Father : for there is one will of the Father and of

the Son and of the Holy Ghost. And when the Deacon hath received ordination

from the Bishop, let him be as an ear and an eye and a mouth to the Bishop,

and tell the Bishop the matters of the people, as is fitting ;
even as Jethro told

Moses the Prophet, and he received his word. This is an honour which becometh

a Christian people. Let not him who is of the people judge, neither the Rulersa
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but those only who are ordained over the Church. For Satan bringeth a

snare upon the servants of the Lord from the unbelievers, and teacheth them

reproaches and blasphemies. Is there not a man of understanding among

us, who can judge between us with justice ? Suffer not then the heathen to

know your hidden secrets ; neither receive the testimony against you of those

who believe not, but -keep that which hath been given to you. For He saith,

Give unto Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and unto God the things that are

God's. But if thou hast a debt to pay, delay not to give it, saying, I will pay
it to my brother who is a believer, but to him who believeth not, I will not pay
it : but do as did our Lord, when he paid tribute. And ye, O servants of the

Lord, keep the commandments of Christ ; and if ye see among the brethren a

contention or dispute, bring word concerning them to those who are ordained.

If they be men of evil habits, and makers of strife, and haters of that which is

good, and walk not in the right way, them that are such reprove, and put them

to shame. But if they repent, receive them. And if ye do thus, ye have made

peace between brethren, and have saved them from sin. It behoveth you also to

overlook and forgive the trespasses of your neighbour ; as the Lord commanded

Peter, when he said unto him, If my neighbour sin against me, how often shall
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I forgive him ? seven times ? And Jesus said unto him, I say not unto thee

seven times, but even seventy times seven. Thus then the Lord willeth that his

disciples should do, and that they should never suffer revenge to dwell in then-

hearts, nor anger, nor evil desires ; but that they should make peace between

brethren, that they may live in one mind : for he saith, Blessed are the peace-

makers, for they shall be called the sons of God.

Moreover, it is not fitting on the Sabbath to make debates, but rather peace :

let judgment therefore be given on other days. And it is right, O ye Bishops,

that the Priests and Deacons should sit with you in judgment : and judge ye not

with partiality, and accepting of persons ;
but judge in righteousness and truth,

as the servants of the Lord. And if there be any one who hath a controversy

with his neighbour, let them come both of them together, and stand in the

court ; as it is written in the Law, Judge ye between them in righteousness and

truth. And take heed, and quickly reconcile them, and make peace between

them, before the judgment of death proceed from the Bishop upon him that hath

transgressed. For with you, in the court of judgment, sitteth Christ, the Son of

God. And if any man say, Such an one hath blasphemed the name of the

Lord, and walketh not in the right way, be not hasty to give judgment against the
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one, without his neighbour's appearing also. And when they are come together,

judge between them. For the judgment that cometh forth from you leadeth on the

one hand unto life ; and on the other, it leadeth unto condemnation. For our

Lord saith, Follow righteousness and truth. And he whose sin becomes known,

and who is justly brought up to judgment, shall be driven far from everlasting

life, and shall not see the glory of the Lord, but shall be made ashamed before

the Saints. But if ye judge with iniquity, ye shall find condemnation, and shall

be recompensed before the Lord according to your deeds
; as the Lord recom-

pensed unto the two Elders who spake falsely against Susanna. Take heed,

then, of speaking falsely ; for he that speaketh falsely shall have great condem-

nation. Be not as the men who transgressed the Law, who spake falsely against

Naboth in Samaria ; and as the Council of the Jews, who spake falsely against

our Lord in Jerusalem ; and as those who spake falsely against Stephen, the

first martyr. They that bear witness then must be meek men, in whom is no

anger, pure, good, loving the Lord, humble, faithful, worshippers of the Lord,

men without evil. Those who are of this sort are worthy to bear witness, being

pure, without evil or stain
;
and inquire thou diligently into their testimony.

But as for those who live not thus, receive not their testimony. And if many
false witnesses agree in one counsel, yet hear not their voice ; for he saith, Let
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me not be joined unto their bloody assembly. And, moreover,, it is commanded

in the Law, Receive not a false accusation, neither sit with him who doeth

unjustly, lest thou become an unjust witness ; and, Join not thyself with a multi-

tude to do iniquity. And when a man cometh before you in judgment, inquire

into his manner of life, and what are his disposition and habits
;
and if ye find

witnesses concerning him, that there is no depravedness in him, but that he

followeth after righteousness, that he loveth the Lord, receiveth strangers, loveth

the poor, is a lover of the brethren, one that loveth not gain, no extortioner, no

drunkard, nor idle, a merciful man, who openeth not his hand for oppression ;

him whose doings are thus, judge ye in righteousness and truth. But him that

speaketh falsely against his neighbour reprove, for he is the murderer of his

brother
; that others seeing it, may fear, and not follow his way. And if there

be any man whose transgression is made known in the judgment, reprove him,

and put him to shame. As we have said before, if any man bring a charge against

another, give not judgment for the one without their being both together in the

court. But if ye judge for the one wrongfully, without the other's standing up in

the court ofjudgment, ye are become speakers of that which is false ; as the Priests

who spake falsely against Susanna in Babylon, and brought her down into the
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court of controversy, unto the judgment of death. And ye in like manner, if ye

judge not in justice and righteousness, shall find condemnation, and the punish-

ment of the wrath of the Lord shall come upon you. But if ye judge in righte-

ousness and justice, ye shall find a good recompence, and life everlasting.

Take heed, then, beloved brethren ; do that which is good at all times, that

ye may find glory before the Lord, with the Holy Fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and

Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven, in life everlasting ; for that is right before the

Lord. Judge in righteousness and peace, without anger. For he that maketh

his neighbour angry without a cause, shall have his portion in hell. For he

saith, Before the sun go down, cool your wrath, and give not place to the

Devil. And again David saith, Be angry and sin not ; have love among one

another. Remove evil from your hearts, and let peace be among you ;
and hear

what our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ said and taught in the Holy Gospel :

When thou bringest thy gift to the altar, and there rememberest that thy brother

hath aught against thee, leave there thy offering before the altar, and go, first be

reconciled with thy brother, and then return and offer thy gift. The offering of

the Lord is a meek heart and humble spirit, prayer, and thanksgiving; but if thou

hast made thy neighbour angry and grieved his heart, the Lord will not receive
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thy offering and prayer. It is right, O beloved brethren, that ye should offer

prayer and supplication at all times, and tell all your petitions to the Lord, that he

may remove from you indignation and anger. Praise the Lord at all times,

always, in every season
;
and make mention of His name, which is Most High,

that he may take away from you hatred and anger and revenge, that ye may be

able to pray with a pure heart, without iniquity; for the Lord hath commanded

us to love our enemies, and much more then our friends. And again he saith,

Hate no man, but reprove some, and instruct ; neither hate thy brother with thy

whole heart, nor hear an accusation against him, lest thou be offended concerning

him. Oppress not the stranger that dwelleth with thee ; for thou also wast a

stranger in the land of Egypt : neither hate the Edomite, for he is thy brother.

And David also saith, If I have repaid them that have requited me evil, let my
enemies cause me to fall down naked.

IX. That Christians ought to forgive the trespasses of their neighbours, and

not let revenge dwell In their hearts, nor think evil.

If ye will be Christians in truth, walk in the way of the Lord, and loose

every bond of sin ; for the Saviour hath commanded you to forgive the trespasses
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of your neighbours, even unto seventy times seven. And if ye will not forgive

them, hear what Jeremiah the Prophet saith. Moreover, if thou hast thought
evil in thine heart, and hast kept hatred, and judged in anger, thy prayer cannot

ascend unto the Lord
; for thou hast not done the commandments of the Lord,

inasmuch as thou hast not forgiven the trespasses of thy brother four hundred and

ninety times. Be therefore slow to anger and of much compassion, that thou

mayest save thyself. And if thou do thus, thou shalt be the child of thy Father

which is in heaven ; and when thou entreatest him, he shall hear thy prayer, as a

faithful friend. Wherefore, O Bishops, when ye are gathered together for prayer
and praise and worship, and hearing the reading of the word of exhortation from

the Holy Scriptures, let the Deacon stand in the midst of you, crying out with a

loud voice, and saying, If there be in the heart of any man revenge or envy or

deceit, or any malice, let him speedily be reconciled : and then the Lord shall

receive their prayer. And when ye enter into an house, say thus, The peace of

the Lord be in this house! and if the son of peace be there, your peace shall rest

upon it. As it is written, He is peace to them that are afar off, and salvation to

them that are nigh ; even to the people that believe in Christ. It behoveth

all that enter into the Church of the Lord to ask of him to send His mercy
and peace upon the people.
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X. // is t/ie duty of Bishops to be peace-makers, merciful, pardoning him who
hath transgressed against them, and that they should receive the repentance of
those who return unto the Lord: and if they do not thus, they shall not be called

Bishops, but they shall be called evil-doers.

If the Bishop pray for peace upon others, how then shall he himself not be

peaceable, that he maybe called a Son of peace? For if he himself have not

peace,, how can he give peace to others ? Wherefore it is requisite, before all

things, that he be peaceable, without malice or hatred
; but in love and peace let

him reconcile and feed the sheep of Christ ; yea moreover let him watch over

them as a faithful friend, that they may be saved together, and become one flock.

But evil men, who do iniquity and bring in hatred and disturbance, are far from

the Lord. For the Lord is a God of mercy, who desireth to gather in men

unto repentance, by the teaching of the just, even of all the generations of the

Prophets. For before the Flood, the people lived walking according to the exhor-

tations of Abel, and Seth, and Enoch, who was taken up into heaven. And them

that were after the Flood, Noah taught ;
and them of Sodom, Lot taught, the hos-

pitable entertainer of strangers. And after Lot were Melchisedec, the Patriarchs,,
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and Job, the lover of the Lord. The Egyptians and the Children of Israel were

taught by the commands of Moses, and Joshua the son of Nun, and Caleb, and

Phinehas, and those that came after them ; and after the Law, by the reproofs

of Angels and Prophets ; and after these was our Lord, who was made man of

the Holy Virgin Mary. For after John the Baptist had been put in prison, he

preached, saying, Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. And after that

he had suffered on the Cross, he commanded us, even us the twelve Apostles, to

preach, together with our good brother Paul. We are they who have received this

grace of God, that we should be witnesses for his Son our Lord Jesus Christ. And
with us, moreover, are James the brother of the Lord, and the seven Deacons. We
have heard from the mouth of our Lord the word of life, and we believe and know
that he is Jesus the Christ, in whom the Father is well pleased. We declare unto

you perfectly that which we have heard from him, that none may perish. To him

let us offer praises with one voice, that we may obtain life everlasting. And thus

the Lord hath commanded us, when we pray to the Father, saying, Thy will be

done, as in heaven, so in earth. As all the hosts of heavenly and spiritual beings

sing praises, so let every creature on earth praise the one God, through his only

Son, our Lord God and Saviour, Jesus Christ. This is his will, that we should
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praise him and bless him with one mind, and worship him with one spirit ; for

it is the will of Christ, that those who are saved should be multiplied, and that

not one of them should perish, nor the Church be diminished. Slay not the

soul which hath been made alive through repentance ; for it hath been saved from

indignation and wrath : but do ye, in goodness and patience, fulfil all the words

of Scripture. But if thou scatter the sheep of the flock of Christ, thou art

become an enemy of Christ. Destroy not the lambs, which Christ feedeth. Take

heed therefore, O Bishop, lest through thy means the sheep of Christ's flock

be scattered, whom we have gathered together by the preaching of tongues
from every quarter, by toil and labour and sorrow, by watching, by hunger and

thirst, by labour in journeyings, by persecution, and affliction, and imprisonment.

Behold, thus have we done the will of the Lord ;
and have filled His vineyard,

which is the Holy Congregation, the Church of the Lord. Let them that

are called into it rejoice and be glad, praising and blessing the Lord, even they
that are called unto life everlasting. And ye, O people, keep among you love

and peace, that ye may go unto the House of the Lord with one heart : and for

this ye shall find great and good recompence from the Lord.
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But thou, O Bishop, be without spot, and do not that which is not fitting ;

and be not angry, nor deceitful, nor of an evil disposition ; but be an instructor,

a helper of them that perish, counselling that which is good ;
and confirm the

people, as a man of God. And when ye are gathered together in the church,

command them to walk in the right way, as a wise ship-master. And command

the Deacons to be as the sailors ; and let them cause the brethren to sit each one

in his place, as it is fitting, in righteousness and purity ; for they are together

with you in one ship. Let then the length of the church be towards the east ;

and let there be two porches in its sides, after the likeness of a ship ; and let the

throne of the Bishop be set in the midst. And then let the Priests sit on his

right-hand and on his left ; and the Deacons stand ready to minister, having

their garments girt up, as sailors. But let the people sit in their places, with

fear and trembling; and in like manner let the women sit by themselves in

silence. And let the Reader stand up in a high place, and read the Books of

Moses, and of Joshua the son of Nun, and of the Judges, and the Kings and
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Chronicles, and the writings after the Captivity, after the return from Babylon,

Job also, and Solomon, and the Fifteen Prophets. And then let them read in

the Scriptures by two ; and let one rise up and sing praises in the words of

David, and let the people answer in praises. Then let them read the Acts of the

Apostles, and the Epistles of Paul, our beloved fellow-labourer, which he wrote and

sent to all the Churches, by the help of the Holy Spirit. And after this, let the

Priest or Deacon read the Gospel, which we have given you, even I Matthew, and

John, or that which Luke and Mark have set forth, the fellow-labourers with Paul,

even that which they have set in order for you. And when he stands up, while

the Gospel is read, let the Priests and Deacons and all the people stand up with

great fear. For it is written, Be silent, O Israel, and hear ! And then let the

Priests stand up one by one and confirm the people; and afterwards the

Bishop, that he may save them by an exhortation. Let the door-keepers stand

where the men come in, and put them in their places ; and so let the Dea-

conesses likewise make the women stand in their places. And if any be found

standing in places which are not their own, let the Deacons put them to shame,

and bring them back to their places : for the Deacons are as the sailors, and

the church as a ship. Yet is it not a ship, but a flock of sheep. But the
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shepherds separate the sheep from the goats, and place them each according
to their kind, and on their own side. And thus let the people also, when they

meet in the church, be placed together according to their class. Let the

young men stand by themselves ; but if there be not room to contain them,

let them stand with the rest of the people. And let the old men also stand by
themselves ; but let the children be placed before their fathers, who may take

them under their care. And let the young women also be set by themselves ;

but if there be not room, let them stand behind the married women. And let

those that have husbands and children be by themselves. It is the duty of the

Deacon to arrange them one by one
;
that no one trespass into the seat of his

neighbour. And let him mark carefully the manners and behaviour of the

people in the church, that they may not sleep, nor neglect to pray ; but let him

keep watch over them ; and if any be found laughing or talking foolishly, let him

reprove them, and cause them to be silent. It behoveth us then to stand in the

church with fear and trembling, and to set our thoughts upon hearing the word

of the Scriptures. And when he who speaks to the Catechumens cries aloud,

let the teachers, and those who are under penance, and all the people, rise up and

look towards the east, and pray unto the Lord, who is in every place, that He
would bring them into the former place, into the Garden of joy, from whence
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the first man was cast forth, when he consented to the counsel of the serpent, and

transgressed the commandment of the Lord. And afterwards let the Priest arise ;

and let them offer up a sacrifice unto the Lord with fear and trembling. And

then let the Deacons arise, and command them to be silent ; and let the Deacon

who stands with the Bishop say thus to the people, that no man let revenge

dwell in his heart, unto hatred or envy against his neighbour. And then let

the people salute one another with a holy kiss ; and in like manner let the women
also salute each other : but salute not one another deceitfully, as Judas Iscariot,

who kissed our Lord. And afterwards let the Deacon pray and make supplica-

tion for all that are in the church, for the fruits of the earth, and for the

King, and for the Priests, for the Rulers and Chief Priests, and for peace upon
the Holy Apostolic Church. And after this, let the Chief Priest pray and offer

supplication that peace may be upon the people. And then let him bless them, as

Moses commanded that the Priests should bless the people, saying thus, The Lord

bless thee and keep thee, and make his face to shine upon thee, and save thee, and

give thee peace, and have mercy upon thee ! And after this let the Bishop pray,

and say, Save thy people, and bless thine inheritance! feed them, and lift them up
for ever ! for it is thy Holy Church, which thou hast purchased by thy name, and
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redeemed by thy blood, by our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath called her to

be an assembly of Kings and Priests, a pure generation, a holy people ! And
after that the Priests have taken into their hands the Mysteries, let them take

heed that none enter who are not believers. And then let the people stand

up, and let the women also, by themselves, veil their heads, and let them stretch

out their hands, and pray for pardon, and receive His flesh and precious blood.

And if any brother or sister come from a distant place, let the Deacon inquire into

their lives, and understand their faith. And if they have the true tokens of faith,

let him receive them to enter into the church. But if they be unsound in the

faith, let him not receive them to enter in. And if a Priest come from a place afar

off, let the Priests receive him, and in like manner let it be done with the Dea-

cons. And if a Bishop come, a stranger, let the Bishop, who is in the same station,

receive him, and let him sit with him, and let him give him honour. And then

let them request him to teach, and reprove, and exhort, and comfort them ; for

He saith, A Prophet is without honour in his own country. Entreat him there-

fore that he offer up the sacrifice. And if, through fear, he will not offer up the

sacrifice, let them entreat him the more earnestly to give at least a blessing to

the people. And if any man come unto thee, whether a stranger or one of the
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men of the place, clothed in a goodly robe, full of grace and dignity, do thou, O

Bishop, proclaim unto him the word of the Lord. And while thou hearest them

singing and reading the Scriptures, neglect not thy ministry and the work of thine

hands. It is right that the brethren should receive strangers, and magnify and

honour them. And if there be any haughty man, who honoureth not the

stranger, let the Deacon, when he cometh, rebuke him, and place him behind the

rest of the people, that others, seeing him, may fear. And if there come unto you
a poor man, whether old or young, let the Deacon receive such with a joyful

heart, and put each one in his own place, as it is fitting : let there be no respect

of persons, but let your service be that which is pleasing unto the Lord. And let

the Deaconess also do likewise with the women, with the rich and the poor.

Exhort thy people, O Bishop, and command them to come to the church day
and night, and never to be away from it, and that the people in it be not dimi-

nished in number, for they are the members of Christ. And it is not concerning

the Priests alone that we say this, but concerning all the people, that each one of

them may understand the word of the Lord. For our Lord saith, He that is not

with me is mine adversary ; and he that gathereth not with me, scattereth. Be

not slothful, therefore, for ye are the members of Christ : separate not your-

selves from His body, neither prefer the cares of this world before the command-
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ments of the Lord. Assemble yourselves together in the church, evening and

morning ;
offer up praises, and sing ; and read the Psalms ofDavid, the sixty-second,

and moreover the hundred and fortieth. And especially on the Jewish Sabbath,

and on the first day of the week, the Christian Sabbath, which is the day of His

holy resurrection, offer up praises and thanksgivings and glory to the Lord, who

hath created all things by his Son Jesus Christ, whom he sent unto us, who was

pleased to surfer according to his will, and was buried in the tomb, and rose again

from the dead. But if ye come not into the Church, what plea will ye make, or

what will ye answer unto the Lord ? For on this day, the Christian Sabbath, it

behoveth us to hear the preaching of His holy resurrection, and to call to mind

His sufferings, and to make remembrance of Him, and read the Scriptures of the

Prophets, and the Gospel, and the service of the Holy Eucharist, and to offer up
the oblation, and receive the spiritual food. And if ye watch not day and night,

and do not as we command, ye shall be accounted transgressors of the Law, and

enemies of the Lord; for ye have chosen rather your own pleasures, to eat and to

drink, and to enjoy delights which wax old and vanish away. And to those who

do such things, the Lord saith, The Gentiles are better than you; as He spake to

Jerusalem, and said, Sodom is better than thou. Behold, then, let us look at the

foolish Gentiles ! every day, when they awake and arise from sleep, they hasten
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away to their gods, that save not, nor profit, and worship them, and lay before

them in prayer all their cares
; and on the days of their feasts they gather them-

selves together, small and great; and not they alone, but others also, come from

places far off, to worship and serve them. And in like manner the foolish Jews,

apostates and unbelievers as they are, yet work six days, and rest on the seventh

day. And then they assemble together in their synagogues, and keep a feast to

idols, and magnify and honour them, even them that have no life nor spirit, who

profit not any thing ; yet they boast themselves, and say, We are Jews. But if these

men, who do thus, yet continually assemble themselves together, while they are

serving in their folly those in whom is no profit, how then is it that ye, who have

received grace from the Lord God, are idle and negligent in the service of the

Church ? For, indeed, if ye forsake the Church, ye lose your hope, and give up

your salvation, and become apostates. Depart not from that which is good,

neither do evil. Behold, the Lord saith, by the mouth of the Prophet Jeremiah,

My people have deserted my law which I set before their face, neither have they

heard my voice : but they are gone, and have followed the way of their own

hearts ; and have followed idols, as their fathers have taught them. And moreover

he saith, Rebellious Israel hath justified herself more than treacherous Judah.
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Their shepherds have led them into the mountains, and driven them away ; and

they have caused them to wander among the hills. What excuse can they' make,

who delay to go into the church, and go out of it at the time of prayer ? When
can they hear of the salvation of their souls ? and what will they answer unto the

Lord ? Understand, then, that the employment of the faithful which abideth with

them, and their work in truth and substance, is this, the worship of the Lord. Let

not your work and labour be for the cares of this passing world, which waxeth old

and vanisheth away, and its pleasures remain not ; but let your thoughts be towards

the Lord : as our Lord saith, Take no thought for the meat which perisheth, but

for the meat that abideth unto everlasting life. And moreover he saith, The work

that pleaseth the Lord is, that ye believe in Him whom He hath sent unto you.

Take heed, therefore, that ye leave not the Church of the Lord ; neither follow

the steps of transgressors and unbelievers and worshippers of idols, nor the assem-

blies of the Jews ; neither go to the house of devils, nor have fellowship with the

murderers of Christ, nor enter into the assembly of the transgressors. Hast thou

not heard what he saith, I sat not in the assembly of vanity, and went not in

with the workers of iniquity ; I have hated the congregation of evil men, and

will not sit with the deceivers ? And again he saith, Blessed is the man who hath

not walked in the counsel of the ungodly, nor stood in the way of sinners, nor sat
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in the seat of the scornful ; but the law of the Lord is his delight, and in His

law will he meditate day and night. But behold, thou hast deserted the assembly
of the faithful, and hast despised the Church of the Lord ; neither hast thou kept
his law and his ordinance; but hast followed the way of thieves, and hast

accounted the polluted as the pure, and art become a companion of those who
were separated from thee, and hast taken thy station with the adulterers and

idolaters, and hast caused thine ear to hear the voice of the players, which is full

of all impurity and vain words, wherein is no profit. And thou hast refused to

hear the voice of Jeremiah, who saith, Lord, 1 have not sat on the judgment-
seat of wickedness, but I fear before thy face. Why desirest thou to hear

the words of the dead Gentiles, who are wounded through sin, even through

the works of the devil, and slay the man who followeth them, and draw him

away from the right faith, and make him to serve many gods ? Do not ye thus

therefore, but keep the commandments of the Lord ; and choose for yourselves

life, and especially seek after the law of the Church of the Lord, which Christ,

his beloved Son, who was before the creation of the world, purchased with His

precious blood. For the Church is the daughter of the Most High ; she it is

that strengthened our hearts, and bringeth us near unto the Lord, that we may
find a place before him; for we are His members, and His friends. Let us be
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good and pure, without pollution, continuing in the right faith, and in all good
works, which are pleasing unto the Lord.

XI. That it is not lawfulfor Christians to enter into the assemblies of the Heathen,

nor to see the playing, nor to hear the singing.

Take heed therefore, and keep yourselves from deeds like these, neither

associate with the assemblies of the Gentiles ; but keep far from the devices of

Satan
;
for the devil hath no fellowship with the Lord ; and he who joineth himself

with the singer, to do the pleasure of the enemy, shall be numbered with the devil,

and shall inherit a curse. Keep far, therefore, from evil doings, in which there

is no profit, such as plays, the worshipping of idols, and resorting to sooth-

sayers, and magicians, and enchanters, and diviners by birds, and necromancers.

As it is written, Let there not be evil upon Jacob, nor reproach upon Israel.

Depart, therefore, from such customs as these, which the idolaters follow, to lead

men astray, which are the works of the devil. It behoveth the faithful to sepa-

rate themselves from the assemblies of the wicked, and not to unite to keep a feast

with them. And let us then likewise keep far from them, and not enter into

their houses, nor eat nor drink with them
;

for these things are done amidst
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deeds of Satan. Let us separate ourselves from the worship of idols, and from

error ; from their social meetings, and vows to their gods.

Ye also, O young men ! discharge all duties that are fitting towards the Holy

Church, without idleness ; and live by the fruit of your labour, in purity, that

ye may not be in want of any thing, nor be a burden to the Church of Christ ;

that we may be without care, except for the preaching of the Holy Gospel ; and

that we may not be negligent to work with the labour of our hands, nor be idle.

For there are some among us, fishermen, and some tent-makers, and some culti-

vators of the earth. Solomon saith, Turn to the ant, thou sluggard, and, seeing
her ways, imitate her, and become wiser than she. For she, having no field,

and none that compelleth her, having no master, prepareth her meat in the

summer ; in the time of harvest she laboureth much. Or go to the bee, and

learn how she laboureth, and how good is her work ; whose labour kings and

people alike take, for health : she is desirable and honourable with all, yet in

strength is she weak ; by honouring wisdom, she is become honourable. How
long, O sluggard ! wilt thou sleep 1 and when wilt thou awake up from thy

sleep? A little while thou sleepest, a little while thou sittest; and a little

thou wilt dose, and a little thou wilt fold thy hands upon thy breast: and

then poverty shall come upon thee as an evil messenger, and want as a swift
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runner. But if thou be not slothful, thy harvest shall come as a spring of

water ; and poverty, like an evil runagate, shall depart far from thee. A foolish

and violent man walketh in ways that are not good. And again he saith, He that

tilleth the land shall be filled with bread. And yet again he saith, The slothful

man hideth his hand in his bosom, and it troubleth him to lift it to his mouth.

The wise man provideth for himself. The foolish sluggard foldeth his hands

together, and eateth his own flesh ; for the doings of the sluggard are without

remedy. If any man will not work, neither let him eat ; and let not the idle

man sit with you. Fear the slothful therefore, at all times, and depart far from

them
;

for the Lord God hateth all the slothful. Let not the slothful man sit

with those that are obedient unto God the Father ; unto whom be praise and

glory for ever, Amen.

XII. Of Widows.

Let her be appointed who is of threescore years, who hath good works,

chosen, and pure, who desireth not again a husband ;
but let not the younger

widows be appointed. And if thou appoint a young widow, who cannot endure

as the aged widows, but desireth to marry again, trust her not, for she will
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bring reproach and disgrace and a stain upon the Church, and shall be con-

demned before the Lord ; because she hath married a second husband, and hath

not kept the command of the Scripture. Wherefore it is not right to appoint

them hastily, without inquiring into their lives, and examining them, whether

they have continence. And if they cannot persevere, it is better not to

name them ; for they keep not that which they have promised. But if there

be a young widow, who hath had a husband and hath been separated from him

for a little while by death, and then she live alone, and keep the observance of

widows, she that doeth thus is blessed : for she is like the widow at Sarepta

of Sidon, to whom Elijah the holy Prophet of the Lord came, and she received

him : and like the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Aser, who lived in

the House of the Lord day and night, always ready for prayer and supplication,

though her years were so many. At seven years did she enter into the Temple,

and she remained fifty-seven years, continuing a virgin ; looking for the coming

of Christ, and giving thanks unto the Lord, and proclaiming concerning Him

to all that looked for the coming of the salvation of Israel. Now the widow

who doeth after this manner, shall find favour and honour and praise in this

world, and in that also which is to come, before the Lord, in the Kingdom of

Heaven. But let not the younger widows be appointed into the institutions
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of the Church : for they cannot contain with respect to marriage, while they

are in the strength of their youth; and they will marry a second husband.

Now as to these, their youth is given to the devil : but rather let them take heed,

for the saving of themselves, that they marry not a second husband. It be-

hoveth you to understand this, that a first marriage is pure before the Lord :

but they who marry a second time are transgressors of the Law ; yet not on ac-

count of their being joined in marriage, but because they have been false against

God the Creator. And they who marry a third time are not to be numbered

with the flock of Christ. But as to those who marry a fourth time, their lasci-

viousness is yet more evident, and they shall find reproach and dishonour. For

in the first creation the Lord gave one woman to one man, and for this cause

they two became one flesh. Thus we command the young women: if their first

husbands die, and they cannot contain, let them marry again, lest they fall into

the snare of the devil and his devices, and into evil desires, that destroy the

soul, and they themselves go down into the everlasting condemnation of hell,

where there is no rest nor refreshment. But widows who are known for

righteousness, women who have married one man, and to whom many bear

witness that they have lived in purity, let these be numbered with the faithful

P2 107



: HAfKD* ::

*P :

A>kA :

: (DPih

: (DT

: (DU-fl : AA : : AchR. :

: AYTA- : O^flf : UJf^ : oro^^,^- -. A>kA :

: AA :

t^ : inn :

P ::

H :

P : (D^flT-lH^O- :

: ATI :

: ofin : uur

.: 9flA :

: Hl"l?kAYl :

widows, even those who bring up their children without spot : such as are of

this kind it is right to help, and to make due provision for them, for their trust

is in the Lord.

And thou moreover, O Bishop, stretch forth thine hand to give, and remember

the poor and needy, and give to every one his desire, according as they stand in

need ; and visit the widows and orphans, and the afflicted. It behoveth the

Bishop then to help such, and save them, and make due provision for them,

even for all the needy and afflicted; and to feed all the people in the good

flock, who bring their offering of alms. And when they have brought it unto

thee, give to every one according as it is fit, as a good and merciful steward ;

for this is acceptable with the Lord. For every one that giveth to the poor
shall find a good reward ; and thou that hast laboured for the Lord shalt receive

a recompence. And say thus unto those to whom thou givest, That which I give

unto you, such an one hath offered
;
that they may pray and make supplica-

tion for him. It is right that we should do good to all men ;
and say not, To

this man I will give, and that man I will refuse. Do not thou make a difference

between any. For our Lord saith, To every one that asketh thee, give ; whether

he be a friend or an enemy, and whether he be of thy kindred or a stranger,

whether he be married or have not a wife, whether it be a widow or an orphan,
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even to all the needy do good. For our Lord hath commanded in the Scrip-

tures, that we should have compassion upon the poor : for he saith, by the mouth

of the Prophet Isaiah, Break thy bread to the hungry ; and bring in the poor,

and cause him to dwell under the shadow of thine house. And when thou seest

the naked, clothe him, and hide not thine eyes from the seed of thine house.

And Daniel also saith, Wherefore let my counsel please thee, O King, and by

almsgiving in righteousness thou shalt be saved ; and purge out thy sin also by

shewing pity unto the poor, until the Lord pardon thy transgression. And again

he saith, For by mercy and faith shall sin be blotted out. And again he saith,

Blessed be he that considereth the poor and needy : the Lord shall deliver him

from the day of evil. And again he saith, He hath scattered abroad, and given to

the poor, and his righteousness endureth for ever and ever. And moreover

Solomon saith again, He that hath pity on the poor, lendeth unto the Lord ; and

he shall be recompensed according as he hath given. For he that stoppeth his

ears, that he hear not the cry of the poor, against him the Lord also will stop

his ears. And he that shutteth his eyes, that he see not the oppressed, unto

him also the Lord will stop His ears, and will not hear him.

It behoveth the widows to be meek and quiet, no talkers, without malice

or anger ; but pure and humble, and worshipping the Lord in righteousness.
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And if they see evil doings, or hear unseemly words, let them be silent, as

though they saw not and heard not. .And let there be no care upon the widow

for any thing, but for prayer and supplication on behalf of them that give alms

and bring offerings unto the Church. And if there be any man who seeketh

idle words of vanity, let them not answer him, but let them receive such as seek

after the word of faith, and deeds of righteousness, and a good hope before the

Lord. And let those who desire to be taught go to the Ordained Ministers, to

hear the word of exhortation ;
and let them not hear slanderous reports, nor

follow after other Gods
;
but let them worship the one Lord, who hath created

all things. For the Lord hath compared the kingdom of heaven to a grain of

mustard-seed, which is less than all seeds ;
and yet, when a man tasteth it, it

burneth him. And so is the doctrine of the word of faith, it burneth the devil.

It is not right that we should transgress the word of the Prophets, nor reveal

mysteries to them that rebel against the faith ; but let us be firm in believing :

for our Lord hath commanded us, saying, Cast not your pearls before swine ;

neither give your holy things unto dogs, lest they turn and tear you; nor unto

swine, lest they trample your pearls under their feet. For when unbelievers

know the doctrine of the mysteries, they will despise it, and make it a reproach
and shame, through their folly. But teach them rather to understand the word of
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the Law and the Prophets, who prophesied concerning the coming of Christ. For

our Lord Jesus Christ sent us twelve, to teach all nations ;
but he commanded

not women to teach, nor to speak in the church unto the people. Let them

rather receive instruction, and abstain from deeds of fornication, and be obedient,

with fasting and prayer, to hear the word of Scripture. For there were with us

His mother and sisters, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the sister of Lazarus, and

Martha, and Salome, and others also ; yet these he commanded not to teach

with us, and neither is it right that other women should teach. For if the man

be the head of the woman, it is not right that the members should be greater than

the head. It is not becoming, then, for the widows and virgins to walk up and

down in the streets, or enter into public assemblies. And they who do after this

manner are not widows or virgins, but become a stumbling-block to men : they

who cleave not unto the Church, are idle and wanton, and seek other men's

goods, and take men captive, and become seducers of others, and cause souls to

fall
; and they who follow them are far from the Lord. And as to those who

enter into the Church, and consider not the word of Scripture, neither listen to

the word of exhortation, of those who do after this manner the Prophet Isaiah

111



A
: A"Hit* : AiTf-fl :: O)A>kA

: (DA.A.T

9 : (D^flftA : A'SVIH.Jvnrt^C : HA-fl : 1.<h : Ylro

f : flftA^ : Ifl : "fr?H.frn(hC : n>k1T : Vxfl./^A : ODQAT : <DA,A.-r :: Yl

.
:: (D

: 0)*

CD'flf = fT : rtA?" : (Dh.jH-fl'fl : K^.H : ArtT : (DlX^ : HHO**? : A
on : "Ifl^. : .Prt9^ : > a

lH.K111ch1C : XA3* : (Dfl^AJ' =

: OAT : "K/tOJ'OYl : ^.(IM : fl9"Ol, :: Vlono-H : -MUP7" :

: O)A,A.T ::

saith, Hearing they shall hear and not understand, and seeing they shall see and

not perceive : for the heart of this people is darkened. Unto such widows as

these show thou not the sacrifice of Christ. But let her, who desireth to please

the Lord, dwell in her house quietly, and praise him day and night, with a mouth

that keepeth not silence
;
and let her pray unto the Lord with a pure heart, like

wise Judith, who prayed to the Lord for Israel, day and night. So will the com-

passionate widow pray unto the Lord, neglecting not to go to the church ; for all

her thoughts are ever ready for His service, neither doth she turn to the desire of

worldly pleasures. Her eyes are pure, and her ears holy ;
neither doth she stretch

out her hand unto violence. Her feet run in the way of peace ; neither doth

her mouth speak falsely ; and her manner of living is with moderation. Now
as for her who doeth thus, the Lord will hear her prayer and supplication : for

he saith, In the day when I call upon thee, hear me speedily. Let such a widow

as this be appointed of the number, one who loveth not money, who hath no

vanity nor wantonness, who is not a lover of gain, but is well-pleasing and pru-

dent, and sitteth in her house, praising and singing, and reading the Scriptures,

and observeth the times of the hours day and night, and fasteth and prayeth

unto the Lord at all times, and giveth from the labour of her hands unto the
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poor, and hath no possessions ; remembering the widow who brought two mites

into the sanctuary of the Lord. And concerning her our Lord Jesus Christ hath

testified in the Gospel, and said, Verily I say unto you, that this widow hath

brought in more than all they that have brought into the treasury of alms : for

all they that brought in, have brought in of their substance ; but she hath brought

in of her poverty, even all her living.

It behoveth the widows, then, to be pure, and to be in subjection with fear,

and more especially to the Bishops and Priests, and Deacons and Deaconesses.

And let them do nothing without the counsel of the Deacon, not going after

pleasant meats, or vain conversation
;
and if they be found doing thus, let them

be reproved by the Deac.cn, and let him command them to fast. And so the

Priests likewise, let them not receive gain from robbers and adulterers. Receive

thou nothing from those who do such things, neither bring in their offering unto

the Lord thy God. It behoveth the widows then to be ready to hear the voice

of those that are over them, and to do all that they command them, and to

observe the word of the Bishop, and to honour him as the Lord. And if any

one receive alms of the unbelievers and unjust, he falleth himself into their error,
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and dieth in their transgression. And if he pray for them, he grieveth Christ.

But rather let him turn them to repentance ; for those who convert not the

unjust and sinners, and them that are in error, shall be accounted partakers in

their evil deeds.

XIII. That it is not lawfulfor Women to baptize.

Behold, we declare unto you, that great is the condemnation of those who do

after this manner. We command you therefore not to do this deed ;
for this

thing is a transgression of the Law. For the head of the woman is the man, who

is also appointed to the Priesthood. It is not right, therefore, that we should

transgress against the Creator ; that we should leave the Head, and follow the

members. For the woman is a member of the man, 'and came out from him ;

and from her, children are bora. For the Lord hath said, as we have before

declared, Suffer not the women to reprove, or teach, or to do the works of the

Priesthood, which is not commanded in the Law. And he who doeth thus, hath

transgressed against the Lord, and is become as those that are without knowledge,

who appoint women to be Priestesses to graven images of women. Them that are

such, put away far from the Law of the Lord. Wherefore it is not lawful for
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women to baptize any one. If it had been lawful for women to baptize, our

Lord Jesus Christ would have been baptized by his mother, and not by John :

neither would he have sent us into the world to baptize, but would have sent

women to baptize with us. We then also command that women do no such

thing ; even though they be very wise, and have faith, and know the Scriptures,

yet do we not suffer them to teach, and baptize, and preach the Gospel.

XIV. That it is not lawfulfor the Layman to do any work belonging to the

Priesthood.

We command then that no Layman do any work belonging to the Priesthood,

neither offer up incense, nor baptize, nor lay on hands, nor give the bread of

blessing. For no man receiveth this grace, unless it be given to him of the Lord.

But it behoveth them to receive the grace and honour at the hands of the Bishop.

And he to whom the ordination of the Priesthood hath not been given, ifhe trans-

gress, shall find condemnation, even as King Ozias. Moreover, we do not com-

mand all that are ordained in the Church to baptize, neither the Reader, nor

the Chanters, nor the Door-keepers, but only the Bishops and Priests, and the

Deacons who minister with them. And they who transgress and do any such thing
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shall receive the condemnation which came upon the sons of Korah. Behold,

we command the Priests not to ordain Deacons, or Readers, or Chanters, or

Door-keepers ; but let the Bishops alone ordain, according to the Institution of

the Church, who have no revenge, or jealousy, or slandering, or hatred, or

malice. Behold, we have before told you, that they who do such things are

aliens from the congregation of Christians ; and most especially widows.

XV. Of Widows.

For Satan searcheth an opportunity to ensnare, as he did, at the beginning,

against Cain. For there are who say, We are widows, and do not works fitting

for widows; as Cain, who did that which was not right toward his brother.

But such have no knowledge ; for it is not by being called widows that they

shall inherit the kingdom of heaven, but by patience and good works. And she

who taketh the name of a widow, and doeth the works of the devil, is a deceiver,

insomuch that she shall receive condemnation from the Lord, even for ever.

Behold, we hear that there are among the widows those that are evil, and

envious, that cause strife among brethren : these are not of Christ, for they

have not kept the word of exhortation. If there be any one of the sisters,
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and others of them see men give her alms, whether gold, or garments, what-

ever they be, or meat and drink, and then she rejoice and find rest, it is fitting

that they should say thus : Blessed be the Lord God, who hath given joy to the

widow, our beloved sister ! O Lord, bless him who hath given to this widow,

and multiply his substance, in righteousness and purity ; and remember him

for good in thy compassion and mercy ! And give thou double honour unto the

Bishop, who hath taught and exhorted them that have given to us ; give unto

him a crown of glory, when he shall depart from this life. And in like manner

let the widow herself also pray, and make supplication together with them,

for those that have had mercy upon her. And let her also give to the poor of

what she hath received ; so shall her deeds be acceptable with the Lord. As

it is written, Let not thy left hand know what thy right hand doeth, and let thine

alms be in secret. Thus shall the widow pray for them that have given her alms,

for she is as the sanctuary of the Lord ; and thy Father, who seeth thee in secret,

shall reward thee openly. But widows who walk not in the commandments

of the Lord, are jealous against him who hath given alms to the widow their sister,

and ask and say, Who hath shown mercy unto this woman ? And then, when

they understand and know, they go to him who hath given alms to their sister, to

117



Jfrrhllh : (DJMIAU* : "KG. : V^tl : At : (D^Il : X'JH : &.&4.R : H*1n : *1

"XgnW : Xftofo : &f1T : TWiTF : >A : -flA : Yl^-H : VlH :

: UH-fr : HflMPIIl : rtfl>k : lI-flT : XJfl : 'SWfll : 'frllUVfldfaC

TR<I> : WSJE* : &M: :: ft oofJ/l'U)' : <^& : (D^X-rhHU* : AH :

= KA : IICFO : JElnd, : (D-flf : MVtlTl = (DfH : 01*

l
00 : >l^H^'n<h1 C; : T1A : ^/h^'t- : A

. : UJf ? : Yflnj : jia : 'K'M.'M l^fl : 'mCD'iV : (D-flT : a
: PA- : rtA9

: AOA.U- :

UP KA : ^fl-nYk : 1H : H

A :

011 : ^a : "ID : YlP : <DKhP : (D^CD.K'* : (D-flt :

trouble him, and say to him, How is it that thou hast first given to her, when we

are much more in need than she is ? They are foolish who say thus, thinking it

is a gift from man
; whereas the gift of favour cometh from the Lord. Certainly

she was in want. It is not lawful that they should go and trouble him who hath

shown mercy ; but rather let them remain in their houses, and fall down upon
their faces, and repent, and pray unto the Lord. For the Lord showeth mercy
to them that proclaim his goodness ; for our Lord saith, When ye enter into an

house, say, Peace be unto this house ! And if the son of peace be there, your

peace shall rest upon it ; and if not, your peace shall return to you again. Now
if Peace find not any place prepared for her where she may rest, she remaineth

not there, but returneth to him that sent her ; and so the unjust curse shall not

come upon him that hath not sinned, but shall return back upon him that hath

cursed. For he that curseth another without cause, hath cursed himself, as

Solomon saith.

XVI. That it is not lawful that ye should do evil against your Neighbours.

In like manner ye also, as ye have done unto others, so shall ye be recom-

pensed. For he saith, He hath digged a pit, and hollowed it out, and he shall fall
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into the pit that he hath made ; and his labour shall return upon his own head,

and his wickedness shall come down upon his own pate. For he that diggeth

a pit for his neighbour shall fall into it himself. What he hateth for himself, let

him not do against his neighbour. And for this cause, do thou also, O Bishop,

teach and exhort them that despise the widows ; and be patient with the angry,

and visit the sick, and rejoice over the chosen ones, who bless and curse not ;

and command them not that which is evil, but that they do good, and make

peace. And whether it be a Bishop, or Priest, or Deacon, or whosoever it be of

them that are ordained, let there not come forth from the mouth of such an one

cursing instead of blessing. It is fit that the Bishop should teach and reprove
and command the people, and that there go not out of his mouth the voice of

cursing, but that he be careful for them, both over the Priests, and the Deacons

who minister, and the virgins and widows, and the people. And for this cause,

O Bishop, try and examine the Deacons, who minister with thee ; and help them

in doing good, that they may be prepared to minister unto the people. And let

a chosen and pure woman also, without spot, be appointed a Deaconess, to

minister unto the women. For it is not lawful for a Deacon to minister to

the women, lest there arise a reproach among them that believe not. Where-
fore let there be a Deaconess to minister unto the women ; and let her

119



fl : *!> : &*qnoi* : A>kA :

't'

: A>A :

ft00 : JVfl : OKDAJ? =

: <DK.JP*f"^1- : Ahlfrt" : ^aomgTl : Ifiao

:A*1

: 1JEA :

[ A Leaf is here lostfrom the MS. ]

HTf :

anoint them with oil, and put on their garments after baptism. But thou,

O Bishop, anoint on the forehead them that are baptized, both men and women,
with holy oil, according to the institution of the holy baptism. And after this,

ye, O Bishops and Priests, pray for them that are put under you, and baptize

them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. And
then let the Deacon take the men, and the Deaconess the women, that the seal

which they receive, and which no man can break, may be holy and pure. And
after that they are baptized, let the Bishop anoint them with oil of balsam ; for

they are baptized into the death of Christ. The oil of balsam is the confirmation

of faith. For when a man cometh up out of the water,

among each other, and hath taught us that we should love our neighbour.

And if our Lord and Saviour humbled himself for our sakes, and did all these

things, how is it then that ye are puffed up, and are slow to do good among the

poor and afflicted ? Serve each other then with perfect love, without murmuring
and accepting of persons. Only do not this for the outward appearance, but
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for the sake of the Lord, thai ye may receive the reward of your labour from

him in the Last Day. It is right that the Deacons should seek to accomplish
the desires of the poor, even before they ask them. And moreover let them

minister unto the Bishop, and be one soul with him, and make him their father,

and teacher, and reprover.

And behold, we command that a Bishop be ordained by three Bishops ; or at

the least, by two. But from one Bishop he cannot receive ordination : for by the

testimony of two or three witnesses shall every word be established. And the

Priests and Deacons, and other persons ordained in the Church, shall.be ordained

by one Bishop. And unto the Priests and Deacons it is not given that they

should ordain one who is of the people ; but let the Priest teach and baptize and

bless the people, and burn incense and offer oblations : and the Deacon must do

nothing without the authority of the Bishop, and he is for the Priest also, to

minister unto him
;

and let him perform it with a good ministry.

XVII. Concerning Orphans.

It behoveth Christian people who have not children to take up the children of

the departed, whether youths or virgins, and to make them as their own children,
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and love them yet more. And if any man have a son that is come to the ripe age

of youth, let him marry the orphan virgin. And if ye do after this manner, ye

shall perform a great work, and shall become fathers of the fatherless, and shall

find a reward, in recompence for this your service, from the Lord God. But if any

man be lifted up, and despise the fatherless, and say, I indeed will not marry the

poor orphan ; let him understand who it is that is the Father of the fatherless and

the Avenger of the widow. For he who thinketh to do thus, shall scatter his

wealth to another ; and the Scripture shall be fulfilled against him, which saith,

That which the Saints have not eaten, the Pharisees shall eat : as Isaiah saith,

Your land, strangers and enemies shall devour it before your face.

XVIII. That it is required of Bishops to providefor Widows and Orphans.

Ye also, O Bishops, provide for the sustenance of the poor, and take care for

the orphans, and give them the substance of their fathers for an inheritance ; and

to the widows also, the substance of their husbands : and for the young men

and virgins provide marriages, as it is fitting : and to them that work give their

recompence ; and find a dwelling for the poor stranger ; and atisfy the hungry,
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and give drink to the thirsty, and clothe the naked, and visit the sick, and

help the prisoners. Think on these things, and do thus for the fatherless and

widows, day and night. For he that can do thus, blessed is he ! Behold, he hath

saved himself, for he hath received the widow, the fatherless, and the stranger.

Wherefore also our Lord saith, It is better to give than to receive. They
that oppress the poor shall receive condemnation for that which they have done,

before the Lord, in the Last Day. If a man bestow alms of that which he

hath received, and give to the fatherless, and to the old man, or to the poor, or

to the sick, or whether it be to the poor man that hath children, him that doeth

thus reproach not, but commend him
;
for he is an altar unto the Lord. It is right

that a man should pray at all times for them that have given him alms. But he

that receiveth alms while he possesseth any thing, with him the Lord shall

reckon ;
for he hath snatched away the bread of the poor ; and he hath not done

that which is good toward himself and toward others. And he who hath sub-

stance, and giveth not to the poor, is like the rich man who gathered and filled his

barns in vain, and he shall be destroyed from before the Lord ;
for his substance

shall not profit him, in the day of the wrath of the Lord. For he that d oeth

thus, believeth not in the Lord, but maketh a God of his substance, and trusteth
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in it, and seeketh not after that which is right : he hath no mercy, neither setteth

he the fear of the Lord before his eyes ; he is without love, he is his own enemy,
and hath no friend. Now as for him who doeth thus, his substance shall perish ;

and an enemy and stranger shall devour it, either while he is living, or after that

he is dead. For he saith, He that gathereth riches by violence, they shall be

taken from him.

XIX. That it is required of the Unmarried Women, and Widows, that they

receive that which is bestowed upon them thankfully.

Let us exhort the unmarried women and widows to receive that which the

Lord giveth them, with thanksgiving, with fear and trembling ;
and let them

give thanks unto the Lord, who giveth food to the hungry. Who is there

of you that eateth and drinketh in moderation ? Is it not the Lord that hath

given it to him 1 He stretcheth out his hand, and multiplieth good things accord-

ing to his will ; He giveth corn to the young men, and wine to the maidens, and

the oil of gladness to all that live ; He giveth food to the cattle, and liberty to

the servants, and flesh to the beasts of the field, and fruits to the birds, and food

to all, such as is fitting for them. Wherefore also our Lord saith, Be ye like unto

the birds, which sow not, neither reap, nor gather into barns ; yet your Father
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which is in heaven feedeth them : and far better are ye than many birds. Take

no thought, saying, What shall we eat ? or, What shall we drink ? or, Wherewithal

shall we be clothed ? for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all

these things. But if ye desire to receive his good things, and inherit his kingdom,
offer unto Him praises and thanksgiving and blessing. And unto those who

receive the widow and the fatherless, God the Father shall give joy in the kingdom
of His beloved Son our Lord Jesus Christ, unto whom be praise and glory for

ever and ever, Amen.

XX. That it is required of Bishops to be discreet: in receiving offerings

from those only 'who are worthy.

It behoveth the Bishop to make a difference, receiving offerings from those

who are worthy ;
but that which it is not right to receive, let him not receive.

Take heed of the seller of strong drink ; for his salvation from sin is far off.

And for this cause he saith, Woe unto them that mingle wine with water !

Let us flee, therefore, from drunkenness and fornication : for the Lord God saith,

Bring not offerings from the wages of fornication, from plunder, and from them

that lend their substance for usury, and from the impure in spirit : they that

make offerings thus, are not accepted before the Lord. It behoveth the Bishop
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to be far from those that plunder widows and orphans, from those that fill prisons

with the pure who have done no wrong, and from those that oppress their ser-

vants with heavy and evil servitude, and torment them with hunger and thirst.

The offering of such men is polluted : receive it not of them ; for every one who

doeth evil, and speaketh iniquity, is rejected before the Lord. Let us be far from

thieves and publicans, and from them that make idols, and from seducers, and

such as use false balances, and wicked soldiers, who plunder the houses of the

poor and needy, and seize their goods by violence. Take heed of murderers,

and those that lie in wait by the way ;
and of such as overthrow good works ;

of impure wizards, and all such persons ; of blasphemers ;
and especially of those

that take usury ;
for it is written, saying, A little with righteousness is better than

great riches of the sinner. And again it is written, saying, Thou, O Lord, hatest

all the workers of iniquity, and shalt cast off all them that speak falsehood.

And he that neglecteth to feed the widow and orphan shall be condemned

before the Lord. For that which Adonias did is written in the Book of Kings,

how he transgressed against the Lord, and eat bread and drank water in the place

of which the Lord commanded that he should not eat in it, because of the

transgression of Jeroboam the son of Nebat ;
and for this cause he was slain.
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For that which a man obtaineth by his labour for the maintenance of the widow,

whether it be much or little, is acceptable with the Lord, seeing that it is not

gotten by iniquity ;
for a little with righteousness is better than great riches of

the sinner. But if a widow eat that which cometh from the transgressors and

be filled, and pray for them, the Lord will not hear her prayer ; for the Lord

trieth the doings, and what is in the heart and the reins. For the Lord saith

concerning transgressors and unbelievers, Though Moses, Elias, and Samuel stood

and prayed for them, I would not hear their prayer, nor pardon their sin. Now
he spake not concerning these only, but concerning others also, who have sinned

and refuse to turn unto repentance. When they pray, he will not hear their

prayer for them that do such things ; but they provoke the Lord, not remember-

ing the evil of their doings. Flee then from deeds of this sort ; for all who

do such things depart from the law. For Elias received not the offering

of Hazael who reigned over Syria, neither did Ahijah receive the offering

of Jeroboam ; and if the Prophets of the Lord received not offerings from

unbelievers, in like manner let the Bishops fear to do so. Simon also, the

magician, brought to us a gift, even to us Peter and John, purposing to obtain
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:: OHD-'Xl'fl :

"Mfo^n : ^"IH.Kfl

: at"

. aoq

1R.T- : JV'An.&fr : CDA>^,A : n^O^F : (D

: >iA : AAPon* : rt/IP :

: AA.T
: A/HIl : : (D^oort : JH1T : Yl^AV : TUJCO =

f = *lCflt; iP"l = ""ft'ra^ : ^IfOlUh : n^^fl : O)n9n>k
: (DflA1> : :

: >kA : ^11 <. : UJfP ::

: AwoUJETOfl : K1(D' : oo^%; ipi : 'XTHJi'ildi.C : P

Ufl- : *U1>Yl :: (D'h^H : Wtfn : ^Vi.lftw : KT- :

Yl"" : JEa : rtA-q "! : AchU-fl : U-fl

: Yl<KJ : ZlWrti : (D-fll- :

the honour which is above every honour
;

but we received not the gift from

him, but bound him with everlasting bonds. So did he desire to pervert
the honour which was not given to him from the Lord. Flee, therefore, from

the polluted offerings which they bring into the House of the Lord. And again
he saith, Depart from iniquity, with fear and trembling. And if ye say, If we
receive not offerings from transgressors, what shall we give to the widows and

orphans, and the poor who have no maintenance ? if ye do thus, it becometh

sin unto you ; for the Lord hath done and appointed for you, as he did. in the

beginning for the Levites, that they should receive offerings from the people. And

seeing that all this hath been appointed for the Church, it is right that ye should

endure patiently hunger and thirst, rather than that ye should receive the offer-

ings of the enemies of the Lord, and become a mocking and a laughing-stock. For

concerning such persons, the prophet saith, Let not my head be anointed with

the oil of sinners. Take heed to receive offerings from such as do that which is

good; but from the transgressors receive them not. And if thou be poor, tell the

faithful brethren that love the Lord, that they may give thee thy desire. And

when thou hast received from them, give unto the widows and orphans according

to righteousness. As Solomon saith unto the people, Give unto the Lord of thy

labour in righteousness, that thy barns may be filled with corn, and thy wine-press
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: A^kA : OhflT = **A : ft :. TOlll- : rhtfCDT : Illf!

: oujtuvCHt-00' "

-lTOO" :

: HIT :

:: (DIlYklTTI : AidTtpt"": (D?k.
;r9Drfiln9)ro' :

: T

may burst out as a fountain. And from the labour of the faithful clothe the naked,

and entertain them from the offerings that they bring unto you, and minister

unto them, according to the institution of the saints ; redeem the captives, and

visit the prisoners, and deliver them that are appointed unto death, that ye may
find life from the Lord. Behold, we command that ye follow not the way of the

ungodly and unbelievers, nor receive their offerings, for they are prepared as

fuel for the fire
; neither be ye partakers with them, for the offering of sinners is

polluted before the Lord. These things have we spoken unto you, O Brethren,

for the profit of your souls.

XXI. That it is required ofFathers to keep their Children under discipline.

And ye also, O Fathers, reprove and instruct your children, that they keep the

commandment of the Lord, and follow the way of Christ. And command them

that they learn some art and labour of the hands, and that they sit not idle ; for so

will their hearts be lifted up, and they will depart from doing that which is good.
Wherefore instruct them diligently, and spare not to correct them ; for children

die not by correction, but are thereby saved from condemnation. For he saith,

Keep not back thy rod from thy son, for thy hope is good : if thou beat him with

the rod, thou hast saved his soul from death. And moreover he saith, He that
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: HftfKD* ::

<DA : JVIl.K' : (D^SVF :: Ti-nP1 : AtDAJfYl :

:: (D

? ft, : Yl""

JPCD'fl'n : tlYiilX'l' : OIK-Ai : rt'fl'll'n : Yl""

p :
- (Dn

:OOAT :

A- :

"

: A

correcteth not his son, is a fool. Beat thy son, and scourge his sides, while he is

young ;
lest he become hardened, and go astray from thee. He that correct-

eth not his son, hateth him. Teach then your children the word of the Lord;

and correct them from their youth with sharp correction, that they may become

humble, and obedient to every one. Teach them to write, and to read the Holy

Scriptures ; and leave them not to live in idleness, lest they neglect and trans-

gress your commandments. Neither suffer them to enter the house of the seller

of strong drink ; lest they be polluted, and corrupted with fornication. For if the

fathers neglect to teach them, they will become partakers in sin with their chil-

dren. And when they come to the maturity of youth, let each take unto him

a wife in a pure union, lest the desires of youth and of fornication assault

them, and they fall into transgression ; for the Lord will for this require the

sin at the hand of their fathers, in the day of recompence.

XXII. That it is required ofServants that they be subject unto their Masters

in all purity, whether they befaitJiful or unbelievers.

What then say ye concerning servants ? Let them be of good understanding,

and serve their masters in the fear of the Lord. For although the servant be a

130



: K.Jffl^A^ : HftfKD* ::

: flYr-A- : "I'flC ::

*<. : Al-HCW00" :: CD

: CD.Pa.CU" 'fl (m 'SVlH.iVnfh.C = O>

: 2\fl : COYl : A.* : ^C :: CDn'XlT'H : &**?& OlVT : UJf

P : UPTT : Ht1"lP : AK^H.J1

k : : (D^owp : 'KalHmttL : HP :

U- : n"KTr : e.*4 : H.poqf'f :: 1"TA-p : T&HH- : AaollTl* = CDA-
\_Ccetera desuntJ\

Christian, and his master an unbeliever, yet is it required that he serve him in

every thing ; only let him have no communion with him in faith. And in like

manner let masters also love their servants. But if a man's master be a believer,

let him serve him, and fear him as the Lord, and esteem him as a father and

a good master
;
and for this cause he shall receive a good recompence in return

for that he hath served his master. And if a master have a believing servant,

who doeth the will of his master, let him love him as a son, and esteem him as a

brother, for the love of the faith.

Submit yourselves and be obedient unto Rulers, and to ......

I3I





NOTES.

PAGE 1. lin. ult. Y.&,Aorlffl : Nipttobanos. This word, apparently the name of some

Ecclesiastical office, following after those of the Reader and the Singers, is omitted in the

translation ;
as I have not been able to discover any probable derivation or meaning for

it. The termination os, and the use of the letter R_ in it, seem to show that it is of Greek

origin.

P. 3. 1. 1. crocp^fii^ifou : (Dfl*tl*<3UUf* : There is some confusion here in the use

of the singular and plural numbers, both in the substantives and in the affixed pronouns.
It was intended, no doubt, to represent the expression which we find in the corresponding

passage in the Greek Text, <rwyK\t]pov6/JLoi KOI (Tv^jj-Ero^pi TOV ^jaTrrj/JLevov iraiftos avrov; and

I have translated accordingly.

P. 4. 1. 3. (DPdiP : "X1H : Ylo^-H : JK.1*nCi : The meaning of this clause is not

perhaps very clear
; but it is explained by the Greek, which is, KOU eVi/nei'va? rrj

StaOeaet
;
and this sense I have accordingly given in the translation.

P. 5. 1. 10. XA'lJVt'ftfn*1
: This is written in the MS., X/VX'T'Srl00*

: the status

constructus being dropped before the affix of the second person, which is often the case

in this MS. I have restored it in this and other places, according to Ludolfs rules,

Gramm. ^Ethiop. lib. VI. cap. 3. and cap. 1. 2 (a). There seems a proneness in the writer

of the MS. to put letters in the sixth order before this affix, in verbs as well as nouns ; as

in p. 7. lin. 6, 5.fnCVl : which is clearly wrong: it should be ^m^Yl : "He hath

created thee." (See also below, note on p. 43. 1. 9.)

Ibid. 1. 13. "JsA-Tt" : This pronoun is not given by Ludolf, either in his Grammar
or Lexicon. Probably it may be a mere error for

Ibid. ult. (D'f\.P'h.K'
tIa This is written in the MS. ffih.JEhJ^I : which being

wrong apparently both in form and construction, I have ventured thus to correct it.

P. 7. 1. 12. HO : <h*J* : ^1'fl'n : The MS. has rh*) : but then the preposition n has

nothing to follow it. In the second verse of the First Psalm, we find Hrh*l : JPTcflU :

which perhaps ought to be the reading here
; but the changing *) into ^h makes least

alteration in the text
;
and I have taken that way therefore of correcting it.

P. 8. 1. 2. OfJEA : This word is nearly obliterated in the MS. It appears to be

n*lJE : the final letter of it is certainly JE : But this must almost necessarily be an error
;

because whatever word preceded fWl&jFl : must have been in the status constructus,

which would change J
into P : The word fllJE/Y : seems exactly to suit the context.



NOTES.
P. 8. 1. 12. fJiA : ^3.^ : int^(h^,

f
t'

" The force or power of the interpretation
of the Scriptures." It is not easy to see how this should be derived more from the Books

of Kings than from other portions of Scripture. The corresponding passage in the Greek

is, e'tre yap la-ToptKO. 6e\eis Btep^ecrdat, e%e<? T<X? jQacnAei'ou?, which is clear enough. There
lias been here some of the accustomed omission of clauses, and confusion of one sentence

with another, which has been noticed in the preface to this work, and of which we shall

find numerous instances, as we proceed.

P. 9. 1. 6, 9. g^ffo fa*\ : This is the Ethiopic title of the Book of Deuteronomy; and it

seems probable that the words would convey to the Ethiopic reader the idea of that book,

in these passages, as well as elsewhere. Here, however, the corresponding Greek words

have a very different sense. We do not find SevTepovofjuov, but evTEpu<ris, and ra eVe/crceKTa ;

which expressions are explained immediately after, in a passage omitted in the Ethiopic

Version, to mean, the Additions made to the Original Law or Decalogue ; that is, the cere-

monial observances and rites, which are described as burdens imposed upon the Israelites

for their sin in worshipping the golden calf. I have therefore translated the wo
: according to this explanation.

P. 10. 1. antepenult. ^T)> : This must be formed from the verb

contr. 2Vl"i"l(D : Ludolf has only 3WLTP : to which however he gives the same sense

as the context here also requires.

Ibid, penult. (DJVfH'f'1
: (DrtO011^ : These verbs are in the Past Tense

;
the Aorist

being used in the Greek Text, 7nAa/3o/txi/^ l<pl\t]<Ti'.

P. 11. 1. 9. J"9OiCOC " Tne form 2\9^CO^ : (or perhaps (ft 4, :) is not given

by Ludolf. Under the root aotfc : he has T\atl(l^.d.
'

only. He has however the

participial adjective ao *\C.*\C.
" which is of the same form as the verb in the text.

P. 13. 1.4. 'I'lL'H't
1

= I do not find this word in the Lexicons. I have translated it,

conjecturally,
"
spinning," guided by the context, and by the Greek word which corre-

sponds to it, [j.ripv<r(xfj.svri,

Ibid. 1. 9. Trr-A- : , MS. Yl"-A?
' I have altered this, to make the construction right ;

but perhaps it was originally written YTA? : (or Yl'-A A.A.T : for the Greek is,
" Her

candle goeth not out all night."

Ibid, penult. Klffl't' : The Greek is cnre'Soro,
" she hath sold," or "

selleth," not,
" she

giveth." The Translator seems to have mistaken the compound for the simple Greek verb.

Ibid. ult. I^IllJ'T : This word is not found in the Lexicons. It appears to corre-

spond to the Greek Trejoj^u/xaTa,
"
girdles." The verb "f \ i

frfl '. has been observed in one

passage only, where Castell, from the analogy of the cognate dialects, proposes to trans-

late it, transfiocus est ; but Ludolf, from the context, thinks it must mean, perfusus est, vel

tale quid.

P. 13. ult. 2Y1 : This word, both here and in the second line of the next page, would

be perhaps more correctly written ?\},*I : See Ludolf's observations on the forms of the

word J\J.: with Pronominal affixes, Gramm. yEthiop. lib. VI. cap. 3. pag. 153.



NOTES.

P. 14. 1. 1. Jt^.'l
1

: flTA, : fLJ" : The meaning of this seems to be what I have given
in the translation ; though the Greek Text is different, and indeed rather obscure : ore-yi/a)

e SiaTptfiou O'IKWV O.VTYJS. Nor does it appear why Jfr^.'P : should be in the status constructus.

Ibid. 1. 3. (D^X-T :!* : TiAlH'-l11
: Cfr-frg.

' (DJVflOA : This appears to be a trans-

lation of the Greek Text of the Septuagint, Prov. xxxi. 28, according to the Vatican

reading :
f)

5e EAety/xocrui/j; avrrjs avEurrjcre TO. TEKVO. avrtjs, KOI eTrAotm/crai/. In the Greek

Constitutions we read, more nearly in accordance with the Hebrew Text, 0eo-juo/ 5e e\ey-

/j.ocrvvrj$ em rys yAcjcnrtyf avrrjs' avecrrtjcrav TO. TEKVU avTrjs, KO.I TrAouT^cravra yvscrev avTtjv. It

seems necessary, however, to give JvflOA : an intransitive sense
;
and as it is moreover

feminine, the Translator must have understood TEKVO. to mean daughters only.

P. 15. 1.1. On.^VniEn,: MS. OH.P: We have below (lin. 7) H^T : J
r
\Trfl'1- :P. 15. 1.1. On.^VniEn,: MS. OH.P: We have below (lin. 7) H^T :

but H tnl't' : may be considered as a substantive, which OH.P : can hardly be.

Ibid. 1. 12. A00 !-1^ : I have taken away the stop between this and the preceding

word, and prefixed A : the following substantive also has A prefixed, and both should

be in the same construction. So the Greek Text : TO 5e
fj.a^tfj.ov

<rov irpos navras,

$ KOI TTpOS TOV avSpa (TOV,

P. 16. 1. 10. HmJ
-

XYlA, : -n>lXU* = This seems to correspond to the Greek

r>? ri\iKia. Whether |> : may be pleonastic, or whether *fl"KlX : may ^e used for
" manhood "

as well as for
"
man," and hence for "

age," I cannot undertake to determine.

It will be observed, that the Ethiopia translation of this clause supports the reading el &e

djpdfJ.fJ.aTos, aAA' ovv eJuTre/po? TOV Ao-you, in the Greek.

Ibid. 13. # J^fl : 0)?,R.fl^^fl : I have translated these two words simply
"
Bishop ;"

for the sense of the passage, the Greek Text, and Ludolf's remarks in his Lexicon on the

word A^ft : all go to show that they are but two names for the same office.

P. 17. 1.2. rt-n^l" : ^^roT : These words, according to the rules of analogy, as

shown by Ludolf, (Lex. ^Eth. in vocc.) ought to be written |"inOT : t) (JJO "t'
' but they

are so uniformly written as they here stand, both in this and other MSS., that I have left

them unconnected. The same observation will apply to some other similar words.

There is a confusion in the Ethiopia version here,' about the age at which King Ozias

began to reign. In the Greek, it is said,
" Josiah reigned in righteousness at eight years of

age ; and, in like manner, Joash governed the people at seven years of age." Here the

two kings are confounded together, and mentioned as one, Ozias. Joash is called Ozias in

the first chapter of St. Matthew's Gospel.

P. 18.1. 5. _prh>A : TIIR : MS. PdVbA : Tll-fl : which I cannot see how to

bring into the construction of the sentence. The Greek is, 'Opyr/ KOU <ppovlfj.ovs a.iiohXv<Ttv.

P. 23. 1. 2. O)1?ii9n "H : Ktro : f019* : This was the original reading of the MS. ; but

it has been corrected by some later hand, thus, (D"?7n"H : 2^9 V : (D*t'fn91o<fi :
"
and,

afterwards, have believed, and been baptized." I am inclined to think the former the true

reading ; the other having been probably introduced to make the construction some-
what easier, and perhaps to guard the passage from perversion, as to the sense.
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NOTES.
P. 24. ult. {"lr*C : This name comes nearest to " Nahor" in its pronunciation; but it

seems to mean " Achan "
(Josh, vii.), which is written, in the Septuagint Version, "A%|0,

and so in the Greek Text in this place.

P. 25. ult.
<J9UCOIJ* : In the MS. this is written JEooUCOO11

: but as the con-

tingent and subjunctive of this verb have each of them three authorised forms (see
Lud. Gramm. ^Ethiop. lib. II. cap. 17. p. 55), it seems most probable that this fourth form,

a form also contrary to grammatical analogy, has originated merely in a mistake of the

transcriber ;
I have therefore altered it to

P. 28. 1. 2. H(D.K'3*2\ :
- Hflrh-t*?! : These verbs are apparently in the third

person singular preterite, with the enclitic 5\ affixed ; <I and 'I* being changed into J>

and ""f, euj)honicB gratid.

Ibid, penult. I have inserted the word .pjj'tl- : to complete the sense. The same verb

is used in the similar passage in the next page; and in the Greek of the LXX. we have, in

botli passages, o-<ad^crovrai. The word "
only," which I have put in a parenthesis, is not

expressed either in the Septuagint Version or the Greek Constitutions, nor indeed in the

Hebrew Text, Ezek. xiv. 14. It is however in the similar passage which follows, in v. 16.

P. 29. 1. 4 9. The sentences here are much confused, and the connexion obscure. What is

intended to be expressed, stands thus in the Greek, which is intelligible enough :

2a0CTraTa cfecfyAto/cev rj ypa<j>r], on erui/wv oV^a/of doY/c ov vvva'noh.Kvra.i HET avrov' lv yap
ru> Kocr/ua) rouTfc) KOI StKouot K< ao~iKOt dAA^Ao/f owayeAabi/Ta/ Koivuvlq. /3lov, ov

IJLEV
KOI

6o~t6rrjros' Kai rovro ofy afj.apravovo'iv of 0eo^>iAe~j' [^in^rat yap elm rov irarpos avru>v rov EV

ro~$ ovpavots, rov rov yhiov avrov di/aTeAAoi>TOf l-rrt SiKatovs Koii ao'tKovs, Kai /3p^oi/TOf avrov

rov verov em Trovrjpot/s Koii ayadovs. Kai OV&EV Ktv<$vvvo~i 6 BiKcciof SK rovrov Iv yap rq>

crratc*> KOI vtKtjrat KOI vtKti>[J.voi EIO~IV, ev $E TW o~rE<pdv(t> fj.6voi ot ysvvalus ayu>vio~aiJ.Evoi'

ovSs'is SE (rre^avovrat lav
(jir/ i/o/x//xco? d^A^cr??' e'/cacrTOf yap irspi savrov e'^o/xoAoY^crera/, KCC) ov

fjLY] (Tvva.-no\iffri 6 QEO? rov SiKaiov /uera TOW dSiKov, iitEmep nap' avru> TO dvafj.aprt]rov

ann&prirov. OVTE yap rov Nwe KarEKhvcrs K. r. A.

There is something of the same confusion again, in the sentences at the bottom of this page.

P. 30. 1. 4. It is clear that the text of the MS. originally stood as here printed ; but

some corrector has erased a line, and re-written it with the addition of another clause,

which I have omitted.

P. 33. 1. 3. Ifl^ : TDR-TT : lin. 7. "J'fl^ : KR"t> : (Dfl^JfrVT : In both cases, the

LXX. have, SiKatoa-vvqv KU} iXeoy irenofyKE. In the second passage, 7DR1<P'l11
: appears to be

intended as a translation of e'Aeof, and it may be so therefore in the first likewise, BiKaio-

o-vvt] being omitted. Otherwise we must suppose, that in this case, as in some others,

the translator has understood BiKatoo-vvq to mean "
almsgiving," as the Chaldee or Rabbi-

nical

Ibid. 1. 10. I have written gPVQ)*^ : for ^^o^d^^f : Yet it may be doubted per-

haps whether the original reading was not right.

P. 36. 1. 2. fI,K"(D : 0)000) : O)OE7 : The Greek words in the Septuagint Ver-

sion corresponding to these (Jer. xii. 1 0.) are, Eprjfj.ov afBarov. What is the meaning of



NOTES.

(DOS : I do not know. It is possible that the translators may have confounded

with /SctToy, a
" shrub" or "

bush," which is elsewhere translated by & : and *t* :

and the passage being thus unintelligible to begin with, successive transcribers may have

made it worse.

P. 37. I. 9. fm^fg^ : Trflfh : See the remark in the Preface to this work, on the meaning
of the word

P. 39. 1.10. JPfVhflP : MS. jpffhflO). : This word is not uncommon; and Ludolf

does not appear to have found it any where written with a final CD- I have therefore con-

sidered this an error, and corrected it.

P. 40. 1. 5. Here we find in the Greek Constitutions a long quotation from the Prophet

Ezekiel, containing above half of the 34th chapter of his Prophecy. Instead of which, in

the Ethiopia Version, we have only the latter end of the quotation, and that in a mutilated

state, joined on to some words of our Saviour's from St. John's Gospel, as though He had

spoken to the people these words of Ezekiel also. From all this, much confusion arises.

I have translated the Ethiopic as closely as I could, obtaining assistance from the Greek

Text
;
of which it is clearly intended, throughout, to be a translation

; though it is here, as

in many other places, a very imperfect and obscure one.

Ibid. 1.6. o^>iYlA '
HthTrr- : (DmO : Literally, "between ram and ewe." But the

passage has no reference to judging between male and female ;
and it seems clear that two

clauses in the Greek Text have been thrown confusedly into one. In the Greek it stands,

lyut Kpiva uva necrov irpofiaTov els irpo/Sarov, KOI Kpiov irpos Kpiov.

P. 42. penult. HJfrJhY- = /Vn^lh : This seems to have been originally written in

the MS. Hlhjn1 ! : Am^U* : but some corrector has altered it to H?*,^! : H.^iU" :

KTl^lI* : In neither case is the construction at all clear. H.J\Uf : cannot, I think, be

used in reference to a plural noun. I have ventured to write YI^ : for

P. 43. 1. 9. (DAg :
IqJ/IifJ.

: We have here the substantive with its pronominal affix

in the status constructus or accusative case ; while that affixed to the adjective is in the

status absolutus or nominative
;
and immediately after, two or three other substantives

in apposition with (DAJ21 : are in the nominative. Such irregularities are of frequent
occurrence. Whether they are merely the result of ignorance or carelessness, or may
admit of explanation, it is often difficult to say. Ludolf appears to have met with them

frequently in the MSS. that he used. See his Grammar, lib. VI. cap. 2. 13. De enallaye
status absoluti pro constructo.

P. 44. ult. ?\chK
" s^- wnstr. UJAfll* : stat. absol. See the note immediately pre-

ceding, on p. 43. 1. 9. and also Lud. Gr. ./Ethiop. Lib. vi. cap. 1. .2. n. 4. p. 129.

P. 47. 1. 7, 8. OH.P : 1fll.?Vt- : and fllf-"! : la^M1

: See above, on p. 43. 1. 9.

Ibid. 1. 12. >kfl<ro : 'frIHMlfh.C : <5/ffh = A^T^T : The Greek is, KCU fieos

TOVS a/JLaprdvovTas, KOI imcrTptyovTas, -TrapaTrtycrtus KOI ere Kplvetv. L have followed

this sense in the version. We might otherwise translate JE fJ/Frh : "absolveth." In the

whole context, however, the word <$/fd> : is used for "judge." 1. 9.



NOTES.

P. 48. ult. fag-'l : .P'Th^llA : "He became like an ass/' or "made himself like an

ass,
11

as I have translated it. The only explanation that I can conjecture for this expression

is, that the translator was ignorant of the meaning of the Greek word o/wv/^ero

(2 Chr. xxxiii. 6), and associated it in some way with oi/oy.

P. 49. 1. 1. Aflrh/f : MS. Aflrh/f :

Ibid. 1. 3. A few words seem to be omitted here, before the word AK^'t* : which I

have supplied in the translation :

"
concerning which the Lord had said," or the like.

Ibid. 1. 5. In the MS. this is written AUElTt* : ^"IC : A"Xfl.?,A : AOIX..P :

ffK'C.
' As I cannot affix any probable meaning to AOI1.J : nor see how it can come

into the construction of the sentence, I have ventured to omit it, and to write

as it is in the Greek Text, cnro TJJI?

Ibid. 1. 8. The translator has rendered the Greek virsp by nlfiriT :
" on account of,"

" in behalf of;" but it clearly means here, "beyond,"
" above."

P. 50. 1. 4. UJIJA : ^"XHTlYl : is, as I have translated it, "the mercy of thy command-
ment ;" but the Greek Text has ETrayyeA/aj, "promise," not " commandment." The same

word is rendered " commandment," by the Ethiopic translator, in other places besides this,

where it ought to have been "promise." I observe that I have written " commandments"
in the translation, but the Ethiopic word is singular.

P. 51. 1. 7. JTKA1* MS fl^A-fr :

Ibid. 1. 13. (D2\AUA : flrh'li : This line and the following appear to be intended as

a translation of the Septuagint version of the latter part of the 14th verse of the 33d

chapter of the 2d Book of Chronicles, which is as follows : KOE/ vfyuxre crQodpa (re?%o? has

been mentioned in the former part of the verse, and must be here supplied), Kcit KaTecrnja-Ev

ap%ovTas rqs eJvi'a^ecop ev nacrcus rats TroAecn rotTf rsi-^pefnv sv 'lovda. In tlie Greek Con-

stitutions, this clause is not quoted.

Ibid, antepenult. A verb is wanting here: the Greek Text has ee/3aAei/. I have

inserted

P. 5:2. 1. 1. Kl ^ : Amos, instead of Amon, which is the name of Manasseh's son,

according to the Hebrew Text, the Septuagint, and the Greek Constitutions also. Some

copies of the Constitutions, however, have 'A/xco? in a passage which occurs just below

(p. 52. antepenult.)

P. 54. 1. 14. i/|*rlloiv : MS.

Ibid, penult. >iY>P : tIPIT : >\\>P : The last word should probably be written

See above, on p. 43. 1. 9.

P. 55. 1. 1. It seems very doubtful whether rtJ'JEJPl : in this line, and iW"XjPl : in

the next, ought to be followed by (D.l : find fhA^l : in the status constructus. But

y,. : in line 3 is so clearly wrong, that I have changed it to
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: 9U - d- "the gods of the stranger," which seemed the easiest and slightest change
that could be adopted.

P. 57. 1. 3. OH.R : This pleonastic u seems to be seldom used in Ethiopic, but is of

frequent occurrence in the Amharic dialect.

P. 58.1. 8. "XflYl : "I'^J
1" 1^ : "until thou growest old." The translator has here mis-

taken the Greek els ye/oar,
"
as a reward or portion," for sis "/^paf,

" unto old age."

P. 59. 1. 4. PthC. *** : Ms - JErhC00*
:

Ibid. 1. 7. 2\A : nn,H : "XA : TfLHO)- :
- /\A : appears to have stood originally

in the MS. in the place of ^A : A later hand has changed it into "XA : leaving the

first "KA : as before, for which I have here written J\A : In neither case is the con-

struction very clear, though the general sense is obvious enough.

P. 60. 1. 5. fri-lfta!*-
. r^g~\ - QS f

t-Ylm*' : Tfh<5. : &c. The construction of

this sentence is confused ; but I do not see any very obvious way of removing the diffi-

culties, and so have left the passage as in the MS.

Ibid. 1. 10. This mystical allusion to the Greek character Iota, the first letter of the name
3

I)/crovf,
"
Jesus," I shall not attempt to elucidate, any further than by setting down the

Greek Text of the passage. It will be seen that there is something of a play upon the nu-

merical value of the letter /
"
Ten," as symbolical of the Ten plagues and the Ten com-

mandments, and of the Tenths or Tithes. The Greek Text is as follows :

o~uTtjptov ap'ffl ov6(j.aros 'Iqcrov' O.KOVE Ispa. KafloAt/o) lKK\rjcria, YJ rrj

KOI rrjv SsKaXoyov Ethycfrvia, KOI TOV v6fj.ov fj.Efj.a6^Kvta, KOI em rov

7reTTiOTi/Kii?a, Kai TO ovojJia. avTov eTrovojuafo/XFVj;, KOI ETT/ rrj reAe/wcre/ r^r Sot-qs avrov

fAEvr] KOI Aa/xTrofcra' at TOTE dvm'at, vvv t3%}, K. T. A.

Some copies have, after the word irTria-TEVKv7a, another clause : KOI

KOU 7T/ TU> tOITa, OTTEp SVTIV dp^f) 6v6fJ.CI.TOS

P. 62. 1. 3. J^JP'tT : It appears, from the Greek Text, that this should rather have been

"the Deaconess."

Ibid. 1. 10. nij?i: fl^flT : ^P't71
: The Greek is TrpocrsAOs'tv sis dvartaffrr/piov ; and I

have translated the word J-P^F : accordingly, both here and in the passage two lines

above. The original meaning of the word J-P^T : is "Ark," from the Hebrew D5^>
Arabic ijjl> : its various senses in the Ecclesiastical language of Abyssinia are explained
at large by Ludolf, in his Lexicon (in DOC.) . See also Gobafs Journal of a Residence in

Abyssinia, p. 350 et al.

P. 65. 1. 12. oo{-f|^- : MS. oof<5JJ*|T : See on p. 43. 1. 9.

Ibid. 1. 14. "JEuqFt1
: MS. i/E.OTJf't'

1

: Id.

P. 68. 1. 5. (DIl'fr
rn?k : Some verb seems to have been omitted here, *l'

r
l*l-

perhaps, or something of the sort. The Greek is, Ecr(f>payia-d)jTE sAaiy a

Ibicl.l. 14. WfP : MS.
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P. 68. penult. n<hA/n : om"l<3,'"lE
1?

I' : MS. H(hA.n : uo"l<5.""l
<ET : Perhaps it

might have been better to omit the prefix j\, and retain the status constructus.

P. 70. 1. 1. l<5.f| : Apparently this ought to be written IQ.rt : But in lines 6 8

below, we have instances of greater irregularities of this kind, ?\^'aijfih : and

tmjurcptjft? : in the status absolutus, though governed by a verb ; and at the end of the

sentence H.pt' : (Df)1i!,
' both in the status constructus, though merely following

another noun, I>o*i : . So in line 7, ^J^n^ : *n one case> an^ ^K *!
' *n another ;

only perhaps the first I>Jon -. may be taken to agree with
g. ( JP

;f : by an enallage

numeri, and the latter ^.l^01! : may be construed as a substantive. But, <J,** JP'l* : itself

is governed by a verb
;

so that ^JE^tn^ : should still be in the accusative. See the note

on p. 43. 1. 9. and the passage in Ludolfs Grammar there referred to.

P. 71.1. 2. (D"ft 10
l

M

| :
f
T

>Ih"HVB cro': Some corrector of the MS. seems to have in-

tended to alter the last of these two words into TYlTlll '**1': (2 pers. plur. pret.) ; by
which means the ellipse, which is somewhat unusual, would be avoided. The words,

whichever reading be adopted, can only mean,
" And if it be your care ;" but to make the

sense complete, I have been obliged to translate,
" Let it then be your care." The Greek

Text says,
" In this way will your righteousness exceed, if ye take care" &c.

; but the first

clause is altogether omitted in the Ethiopic translation, and hence the confusion.

P. 72. penult. '/VJH : 2\AP : H.PTfKYl : The translation that I have given of this

phrase is according to the Greek Text, uridevos ere npo'XEtpicra/j.svou. There is confusion

here again in the Ethiopic Version: the original cause of which is, that the Greek

words, Kpn/co,
" to judge," and Kptr^s yEvecrdat, "to be ajudge," are rendered by T*J/l"rti :

" to litigate,"
" to contend in judgment with another."

P. 73. 1. 10. <l
> 9n;t* : This epithet is of frequent occurrence in connexion with

KfKD* : and I have introduced it here by correcting the Text ; for in the MS. the word

is *l> -̂

J
t
>

: The middle letter however is not very distinctly written, and the word may
be read tyg/t* : If this be the true reading, it may be a plural form from

candidus, sincems. Lud.

Ibid. yoTh.avri MS. ro'K'7nf"l : This is clearly a bad orthography. Whether
the form should be ijn"?*'}**'^ : or |>1j1?\9n "'l : it is difficult to say. Ludolf only gives the

forms ^Vktro'j ; and tnj'^vOTi'j : and so in this MS. we have elsewhere OD"/\au{"} :

(p. 85. line 14) with the second on in the First Order. See Ludolf, Lex. ^Eth. in voc.

Ibid. ult. JPrtT/V : which I have translated "use lying devices," properly signifies,
" use magic arts." But there is no such idea expressed in the Greek Text, nor does it suit

the context here apparently.

P. 74. 1. 4. ft.F.E'/y = MS. Xv^Jf^1 : Vid- P' 79 -

P. 75. 1. 6. After JEYlQMYl : a corrector has inserted "jnon : but what I have printed
is the original reading of the MS. ; and indeed it would be shown to be right by the con-

struction, but for the irregularity of the MS. in that respect ; rhTIHCE : &c. being governed
by

P. 76. 1. 6. <D'XI7D*H : JETn(D*l- : .R-AT* : The Greek Text in this passage is as
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follows : oWcoy Sid TOV it-tevai /QeAT/a>0a!ov rr/v dvaffTpo<f>rjv TOV flfov, o"novo'dovTs -nepi ras

o~vvdl~Eis diravTav 6o~t]fj.Epat, KOI rfj SE^O-EI aypKdQtv, onus KOU avroi Svvqdajcriv e'HrSexdrjvai,

/ca/ ol 0eo>/zevo/ avTovs KaTavvy&crt, KCU dff^aKscrTSpoi yei/wi/ra/, Ev\aftovfjiEvot rot's o

P. 78. 1. 7. Ay "?'!* : 'M'AYl : fl'Xrt, : ^}T?k : "Wherefore hast thou slain the sin-

ner?" The context seems to require some such word as "received," or "pardoned,"
instead of "

slain." The next clause also is confused and obscure. The Greek Text is

plain enough, and stands thus : K&V rts TU>V p.rj crecraAet/yuei'cov dSe\<pciv eVe'y/caA.eaT; (rot, art

Ji) KcmfAAay^f <*,VTU>, EITTE Trpos avrov 2v iravrore per e/xou sT, Koii rd E/J.U -ndvra era. i<mv

EV(j)pavdt)vai $E E'SEI KOI xaprjvat, OTI 6 d^eA^of <rov ovrog vsKpos rjv KOI dve&icrE, KCU aT

Ibid, antepenult. OflPi, : fafVdi : MS. OflPi, : ^.M'Pi,: ^.J^/h : I have omitted

the middle word Q.M'Pt, : which appears to be a mere error of the transcriber, from

alliteration.

P. 81. penult. >kYb.P : J\TA : MS.

P. 82. 1. 4. ^.f-f : MS. Q.f't' : though in the line above, it has

Ibid. ult. inI5 : Vl-nC : What this "honour which becometh a Christian people" is,

we are not here told. The Greek Text says,
"
It is an honour to a Christian, to have no

controversy with any man ;" and it goes on to direct, that if by any means a contro-

versy should arise between brethren, such things should be settled among themselves, and

not exposed before a heathen tribunal, which would give occasion to reproach upon the

Church. All this is very imperfectly and confusedly expressed in the Ethiopic Version.

P. 85. 1. 13. Ift-fVi : 1t.1 : MS. IK-drf : 1t,l : In this, and one or two similar

cases in the two next lines, I have endeavoured to restore the status constructus or abso-

lutus, according to the rules of Grammar. The construction of the words HYl010 : "XA- :

" fl9O : TJthl : I do not however clearly understand.

P. 86. 1.8. U'frlP : MS. U 1

*!^ : I have put this word into the status constructus,

that it may correspond with the other adjectives with which it stands in connexion
; though

it may very well be questioned whether they ought not all to be in the status absolutus.

P. 87. penult. Afl : PTtl : MS. AH : PTU :

P. 89. 1. 2. HrL : "7iC.yyfl : ill.. = The quotation from Jeremiah is here omitted.

In the Greek it is, dKOv&as TOV 'lepe^lov Ae-yovvoy, art e/caoros
1

rrjv KaKtav TOV -rrArjo-tov UVTOV

Hy Ao'yi'fecrfle ev TOIS KapStais u/xuj/.

Ibid. 1. 9. J
I.i^i"|

;
|- : MS. I'J^i'l't- : This seems to be clearly wrong : whether we

should write ^J^i^'f : wUfhQ/t- : or 4,ilT : <roJ%rh^.T : may perhaps be doubted.

P. 89. 1. 14. (DAK : MS- (D'A-K : And so again in the next page, line 6. But I have

perhaps made these corrections without sufficient grounds. There is much doubt whether

G^lfK"
'

may not be a singular form. See the point discussed at length by Ludolf, in

his Grammar, Lib. iii. cap. 6. p. 106.
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P. 90. 1. 4. 'h.n.tl.ff^t^yTt
' Thus is this word very clearly and legibly written in

the MS.
;
but what it means, or whence it is derived, I am unable to conjecture. I once

thought of (j)t\6iTo(j)Of,
or

5-11. <^*jl>l
Diabolus. Taking it with "KTTh.P "} : I have ren-

dered the two words by the general term " evil-doers."

Ibid. 1. 12. >f|ao : XlH.ft-nth.C :
--^(D'AR : la^ 1^ = The Greek Text here

is, 6 yap 0eo?, 0eo? a>v eAeou?, air apfflS EKao-rqv yeveav STTC /xerat/cuaf KAe? Sta raw

KOt TCOV

P. 91. ult. .JJlVflrhCp : This is clearly the contingent ;
but the sense requires the sub-

junctive, as in the Greek, ftofafcoo-/. The same tiling may be observed of

p. 92. 1. 14.

P. 92. 1. 13. fl.'t' = Kft'VlA
1^ : Thinking that for n/f : we ought very probably to

read fLT : I have translated the two words together, n.T : Jvt'VlA't' :
" a vineyard.

11

But I now think it would have been better to take the whole clause differently, and to

render it,
" We have filled the house with plants," i. e. "disciples,

11

"converts :" fVlA : is

often used in this sense. The Greek is, I'va TO dsAqpa rov sov TroifoavTss, TrAj/iOwcroytei/ rov

rpixKivov (al. OIKOV) ru>v avaKifj.svciiv.

Ibid, penult. fROX-iP : MS. TRQ^O11 : of which I can make nothing,
" "Ye have a calling, ye are called."

P. 93. ult. Ji1>a>'9
n : MS. Jl>(D*oo : But the following verb .Pl-flfl : is sin-

gular ; and so the Greek Text.

P. 94. 1. 2. (DtiV'H : .Pl-fl?!- : (DtiVVCfrflT : avXth^ :
- fl-fl/hT : I have

translated this as literally as I could from the Ethiopic. The Greek Text is as follows :

ava. Svo $e yero/xei/cov di/aYvcocrjuaTcoi/, Erepos rts TOVS rov AafiiS i^aAAerw t/Jut/ot/f,
KOI 6 Aaof

TCC a/CjOooT/^m wTro^aT^AeTO). JE.rt.'fliflh : in line 3. ought to be in the subjunctive, instead

of the contingent ;
and it would have been better so to correct it, as I have done in some

other places.

Ibid. 1.5. Rfl)'A fB
'

<J/fcC : m-flC : The Greek is TlavKov TOV vvvepyov
A few lines below, a-WEpyoi is properly rendered by KOC^l'UU11 : m^RC : Whether

OC^l : or any similar word, has been omitted here, or whether fJ/feC : m-flC : may
be intended for a translation of a-wspyos, it is not easy to determine.

Ibid. 1.11. (D'XTn'H :^YldM< . 1>lX^T : KthK, : <DfrK1Q(pao* : This is

scarcely, if at all, intelligible. The Greek is, Kai sgrjs Ka.pa.Ka.tetTUHrav ol irpsa-fivTepoi rov

Aaov, 6 Kadsis OCUTWV, dAAa ^t>/ a/xa CCTTOCVTC?, Kat TeAei;Ta~of iravrcitv 6 eV/UKOTrof. This sense

I have expressed in the translation
;
but I have not attempted to correct the Ethiopic Text,

as it appeared to require more alteration than I thought it right to venture upon.

P. 94. 1. 12. (D>9D TI :
" and after this," or " and then." I have omitted this word

in the translation
;
and ought perhaps to have struck it out in the Text, as it spoils the

sense, and there is nothing corresponding to it in the Greek. The direction about the

door-keepers is general, and not that they are to take their posts at any particular time.
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P. 95. 1. 14. (pl^n : KCf : This "
crying out" probabJy refers to the notice given

aloud to the Catechumens, and Penitents, or those under penance, to depart from the

Church. Thus at least it may be inferred from the Greek Text
;

but here the Penitents

are apparently classed with the Teachers and the rest of the people, and indeed the whole

passage is confusedly and obscurely expressed. The Greek is, KCCI juera TOVTO

e avourrdvTEs, KOU eV dvaroAa? Karavorjcravre^, fj.era. ryv ru>v KUT^OV/JLEVUV KOU

v, &c.

Ibid, antepenult. g.\Rt^ : MS. ^iJt<. : But the following verb _Jf|?iV(p : is in

the subjunctive, and so the construction requires that the others should be likewise.

P. 96. 1. 9. HCD'fS't J* : I have translated the pronoun affixed to this word as referring

to "the Church," which is the only probable antecedent that the Text, as it now stands,

seems to supply. There has doubtless been something omitted : the Greek Text has one

or two additional clauses; Trpoo-sv^EQ-dca 6 SKXKOVOS imsp rrjs EKKhqirtas cmao-qs KCU iravros rou

KOfffJLOV, KOU TUtV EV ailTCp [JiEpUtV, KOU EK<f)Oplii>V' VTtSp TWV \EpEU>V, KOU Ttof ap^OVTUV K. T. \.

Ibid. ult. "KIT : So it was originally written in the MS. It has been corrected to

n"5\TT : which might appear to make the construction easier, but the former reading
seems the best.

P. 97. 1.3. gnjUJfn,6.T : MS.

P. 98. 1. 2. The Greek Text here contains an exhortation to the Bishop not to leave the

work in which he is engaged, whether it be preaching, or hearing others read or sing, in

order to pay attention to the stranger. The same sense seems intended to be conveyed

by the Ethiopic translation, but it is confusedly and obscurely expressed.

P. 99. 1. 11. A.A.J" : (DaoOAU* : Usually written A.A/t" : and ""OAT : nor do

I see any satisfactory reason for the termination 3* :

Ibid. 1. 13. TJE^A : Inserted in the MS. by a corrector.

P. 100. ult. IflC.^
" I have translated this "treacherous," as it corresponds to the

Greek acru

P. 101. 1. 1. 2\1*)lO). : This verb occurs above, p. 10. antepenult, where it has a neuter

sense. But the passage here is a quotation from Jeremiah 1. 6., where the Greek verb

which corresponds to tiiis is dTrsirXavqa-av, and I have translated it accordingly ; though I

now think that it would have been better to retain the neuter sense here also.

Ibid. 1. 10. H(DV/VF : MS. H(D*'frF : But in the Ethiopic Version of John vi. 29.,

whence this passage is quoted, we find Til"!: : Q>v5'k'f! : and so the sense requires it to be.

"H is of the same signification as "H""!"!5 : and makes less change from the reading of the MS.

P. 102. 1. 8. OO^K : ^YV-fl : The Greek is o-vv&piov, and has no reference to a " seat

of judgment," which this means. Perhaps the Ethiopic, taken as it stands, ought to be

translated, "I have not sat on the judgment-seat in unrighteousness," i. e. "I have not

judged unrighteously, given unrighteous judgment."
u 2
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P. 104. 1. 2. K9nW7DAlP = MS -

Ibid. faynjlf00*
: Literally, "their salutations." The expression appears to cor-

respond to the Greek words TravyyvpEis, o-ujtcTroava, and I have translated it accordingly.

Ibid. 1. 10. GJC^U- : MS. fj.!"^
1! : But all the pronouns and verbs afterwards are

masculine ; so that it seems necessary to make this masculine too.

Ibid, antepenult. Tll-fl : ?iftn.. = ^flTC^P 1^ : The Greek is, voftav

irporiydri.
The meaning of the last word, ThtrTC.lh.P't' it is not easy to determine. The

verb TiflTC^P
'

is used both in a transitive and in a neuter sense. The latter seems

best to suit the construction here, and it corresponds more closely with the Greek. But

then the usual and more simple meaning of the verb,
" hath appeared," will not do : it must

signify,
" hath been made conspicuous,"

"
honourable," or something of the sort. And this

sense therefore I have ventured to give it in the translation.

P. 105. 1. 1. UVi p : MS.

Ibid. 1. 3. IS.FO) : H^VY"! : "i.T : I do not understand the construction here, but

have left the passage as I found it; for a slight alteration, as writing fa\. : or fif: for

: , will not remedy the defect; the pronoun H being singular, as well as the verb.

Ibid, antepenult. "^Ih-fl^f
' MS. liM'n : In p. 107. 1. 1. it is correctly written,

T?k-i
1

|'
f
l* : But see below, note on p. 109. penult.

P. 106. 1. 2. The Greek Text here does not condemn second marriages as contrary
to Scripture, but says expressly that the woman shall give account of herself to God>
" not because she hath been married a second time, but because she hath waxed wanton against
Christ (1 Tim. v. 11.), and hath not kept her promise.'''' ETrayyshia has here again been

incorrectly translated ^"^xHTI :
" commandment." See above, on p. 50. 1. 4.

Exactly the same doctrine is laid down in the passage of the Greek Text that corresponds
to p. 107. 1. 6.

;
where indeed it is rather more accurately, though still obscurely, expressed

in the Ethiopic Version.

Ibid. 1. 5. J
r

. 1P1 rnP'''T : None of the common significations of this word seem to

suit the sense of this passage. I have therefore conjecturally given it the meaning
of "naming,"

"
nominating to an office," </.

d.
" to read aloud the name of a person, pro-

claiming his appointment." 1^9*% - I have translated "
promised ;" as it is sometimes

used for "
testifying," "bearing witness;" and both the Greek Text, and the sense of the

passage, show that it must have some such meaning here.

Ibid. 1. 11. &|"LC : MS - *3>C : ft is ftl"LC : in the Ethiopic Version, Luc. ii. 36.

Ibid. ]. 12. rtfl^lT : fcl^^T :
- ^"TIA : J2."/Vt : I have here given the sense

which the Ethiopic Text appears to convey. It differs from the account of this prophetess

given in the second chapter of the Gospel according to St. Luke, which the Greek Text

of the Constitutions accurately repeats.

P. 107. 1. 3. "XaiJTf! : MS.
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P. 109. 1. 6. yiUWiOfn : The sense seems here to require the subjunctive ;
the form

of which is JPJwg^C = s in p. 112. 1. 3.

Ibid. (Dtfll.JV^Tni, : Gr. T<X? apaprtas <rov Tu/rpooo-ou. The verb appears to be

omitted by mistake.

Ibid, penult. >kaiJTr

t: : Ift.'hl : (DPV1!! : The pronouns and verbs in this sentence

are all feminine, yet these two adjectives are masculine. As they follow close upon the

feminine pronoun "Xtnn*|s : it seems hardly likely that they should be mere errors of

the transcriber. Possibly this form of the plural may be sometimes used as common,

applied either to masculine or feminine. See 10JP.T : p. 111. 1.7,8. and two or three

instances, ibid. 13. and p. 116. penult. In p. 112. 1. 9. IJfcfo = ftOjZTt; 11
! : O>fc,ft =

"XHl/J : *he adjectives are singular, and the substantives plural. See Ludolf Gram. vi. 2,

13. p. 144. on Enallage.

P. 110. penult, gnjuufl^ -. MS.

P. ill. 1. 2. OUJCT : atflATtf : MS. OUIC11 :

Ibid. 1. 9. "hjC.fO : I have here inserted the negative ft. : The sense clearly re-

quires it; and the Greek has OVK ecrn StKatov.

P. 114. 1. 3. (D"7hl\.fl : ?v aD
JEfll

B : &c. The translation which 1 have given may
appear to require that O^^JPI : &c. should be in the status constructus ; but the MS. is

very irregular on this point, as has been already often observed
;
and I do not see any

other probable meaning of the passage. The Greek Text does not help us here, for this

clause is not to be found in it,

Ibid. 1. 5. The heading of Section xm. as well as those of Sections xrv. xvi. begin

n1?k1T : ftjin 010 : orofJ/FQ)* : This position of the negative seems very extra-

ordinary, and contrary to the general usage in Ethiopic ;
and moreover in Sections v. vn.

it is otherwise. To preserve uniformity therefore, as well as to avoid the apparent

anomaly, I have written

Ibid. 1. 11. "Xflcni : n.A : ^"IH^Yl, : "For thy Lord hath said unto her." Of

this I can make no sense, and have substituted, in the translation,
" For the Lord hath said."

In the Greek, a passage is here introduced from Gen. iii. 16. Auroj yap GOV, <>7<n, Kvptevvst.

This quotation is either altogether omitted in the Ethiopic Version ; or else, which I believe

to be the case, the words before us are intended to be a translation of it. The translator,

probably, not understanding the expression <rov KupievcrEi, has rendered it as thougli it

were crou Kuptos,
"
thy lord."

P. 115. penult. Here the Deacons appear to be invested with authority to baptize, in

common with Bishops and Priests. The Greek Text only makes them attendants upon
the others in the administration of the rite : E^VTT^PETOU^EVUV avrots

P. 116. 1. 7. Title of Sect. xv. n"5V~Jf : JDClfl'fl = Ludolf endeavours to distinguish

between oqOfl'fl : and onnA'"!" : (Lex.JEth. in voc. onjOlVfl :) but they are evidently
used as synonymous in this Section. In the second line, and indeed throughout the whole

of it, oofiA^h-t
1

: is applied to the same persons who are called ou 14 f|-fi : in the heading.

Indeed, Ludolf elsewhere observes (in voc. ouflA't' *na* ^ie *wo wor^s must be consi-



NOTES.

dered as synonymous, except when they appear in conjunction together, as in the Title of

Section xrx. below, for instance.

We have already however had one Section (xn.) with the title fl'X'lT : D^HA^t" :

and it appears as though some part of the Title of the present Section had been erro-

neously omitted. In Ludolfs list, the title which corresponds to this is, De viduis, quce non

more viduarum genuinarum vivunt.

P. 117. 1.3. ,nA: MS. JJIIA-:

P. 119. 1. 10. .pl-ftTH :: (DlV/VlT : ^lUf-t- : MS. (DrVAl-fH : I have made
the slightest correction which the case seemed to admit, by merely leaving out *H : The
Greek is, Ttepi Traimoi/ yap avru> /j.\etv 6<pEi\t, Trept KhqptKtov, TTEpi Trapdeviav, &c.

P. 120. 1. 5.

: There seems to be some verb wanting here, to complete the sense after

: and to express the meaning of the Greek adpava-ros. I have translated the

passage according to the Greek Text, OTTW? cre/xvoTrjoerru)? r\ fj-eracioms rfjs dOpavcrrov

ytSos yevyrat.

P. 121. 1. 6. ftj^VlUA : M.S.

P. 122. 1. 1. (DAK : MS. (DVt-K : See above, on p. 89. 1. 14.

Ibid. 1. 8. d^&fl^yi : The Greek has
'A.<r<rupioi.

The passage, with either reading, is

no where to be found in Scripture.

P.124.1.3. fJC:YYl,C : MS - O<:lTn,: But in a phrase precisely similar, p. 122. 1.9,

the absolute form is used, which indeed the construction clearly requires.

Ibid. 1. 7. oooif|"fl : O)onA3"1' : See above, on p. 116. 1. 7.

Ibid. 1. 8. /
p\YTa 'r

t"t" : appears to be here used adverbially. In the next line we find

: in the same sense.

Ibid. 1. 13. "lOHl: A2rv
a
l'flC

lf
t* :

"
liberty to the servants.

11

The corresponding clause

in the Greek is, %AoJ7v rrj Sovhelq. ru>v cxvfl/owTrwi/,
"
green herb for the service of men,"

Ps. civ. 1 4.

Ibid, penult, f 001*1A- : fl?vO<P. : This will not bear, I think, any other sense than

" Be like the birds.
11

In the passage of St. Matthew, which is here referred to, (vi. 26.),

the Ethiopic Version has \K^. : 2\0V<5. -" l*!
01^ : "Look upon,

1 '

or "behold,
11

as in our

Version,
" the birds of heaven.

11

P. 125. 1.11. UDjpi"^ :
" the seller of strong drink." The Ethiopic translator has taken

the Greek KCC^O? literally, confining its meaning to one particular trade or occupation.

Whether it was intended to be so taken, may be doubted. Perhaps it means rather the

"
corrupt dealer ;" as Whiston translates it

;
not only the adulterator of wine, but he that

imitates his practices in any other occupation,

P. 126. 1. 7. "Wn-.P1 : ooflf^.-t-tyt : ch&, : MS. >kYl'^^ : The feminine termi-

nation y-1- : may possibly be attributed to alliteration, the following word ending in the

same way: but that word, the substantive to which "XYl'^1 : refers, is clearly masculine.
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English under Lord Clive in Bengal,

Ibn Khaldun's History of the Berbers ; translated by the Rev. Professor Lee.

This is a most rare and valuable work, containing an account of the origin, progress, and
decline of the dynasties which governed the northern coast of Africa.

Ibn Koteiba's History of the Arabians, translated by Dr. J. H. Mreller.

This celebrated work contains the History of the Arabians from the time of Ismael the son of
Abraham to near the end of the third century of the Mohammedan, or the Hth of the Chris-
tian era.

Makrizi's Khitat, or History and Statistics of Egypt; translated by Abraham
Salame, Esq.
This Arabic work includes accounts of the conquest of Egypt by the Khaliphs, A.D. 640 ; and

of the cities, rivers, ancient and modern inhabitants of Egypt, &c.

The Tuhfat ill Kibar of I-Iaji Khnlifah; translated by Mr. James Mitchell. Part II.

This Turkish History contains an account of the maritime wars of the Turks in the Mediter-
ranean and Black Seas, and on the Danube, &c., principally In the time of the Crusades.

The Siyar ul Mutakherin of Mir Gholam Hussein Khan ; translated by Lieut.
Col. John Briggs. Vol. II.

This celebrated Persian work comprises the annals of Hindustan from the time of the Emperor
Aurungzebe to the administration of Warren Hastings in Bengal.

The great Geographical Work of Idrisi ; translated by the Rev. G. C. Re-
nouard, B.D.

This Arabic work was written A.D. 1153, to illustrate a large silver globe made for Roger,
King of Sicily, and is divided into the seven climates described by the Greek geographers.

The Shajrat ul Atrak, translated by Colonel Miles.

This Genealogical History of the Tatars contains much useful information. The account of
Jcngiz Khan and his family is particularly interesting.

Makrizi's History of Egypt, translated by M. Quatremere.
An interesting portion of Makrizi's works, commencing with the fall of the descendants of

Saladin.

Class 3d. BELLES-LETTRES, BIOGRAPHY, and PHILOLOGY.

Haft Paiker, an historical Romance of Bahram Gur ; translated by the Right
Hon. Sir Gore Ouseley, Bart.

This Persian poem of Nazami of Ganjah, contains the romantic history of Behram, the
Fifth of the Sassanian dynasty of Persian Kings.

Mihr-u-Mnshteri ; translated by the Right Hon. Sir Gore Ouseley, Bart.

This Persian Poem, of which an abridgment will be published, was composed by Muhammcd
Assar, and celebrates the friendship and adventures of Mihr and Mushteri, the sons of King
Shapur and his grand Vizier.

A Mythological, Historical, and Bibliographical Dictionary, alphabetically arranged,
of the Hindu Deities, Kings, Heroes, &c., extracted chiefly from the Puranas ;

with notices of the principal works in Sanscrit Literature. By Professor Wilson.

The Siddhanta Kaumudi, or Sanscrit Grammar of Bhattoji Dikshita; translated

by Professor Wilson.
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