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i n 1934 ~ truvele ,0 Eu...o.:.~ ~~.th my rarents ( 10 my 

sister . Vit3iting far off countries with their strange customs 

made a Ibst i ... l, ~ . 'll'ession upon me . 've t raveled through the 

'North des and landed on l-oland . From Poland we went to Lit11uania 

where we stayed for a month and a half . It 'II S here in a s aIl 

. town in Li thuC:tnia Vlher" I obtained a true ViA" 0 'lcient Euro ;:. e • 

Leaving Lit.uu ... nla., 1Je tr e.veled tt:l'ouoh GelH1CtuY, into Fr [; ...... ce and 

staje I L P b for a [;:hort tine . Final]y Vtl e er'lbarked for ,,;JUerica , 

enlightened after two and a. h81f r onths in the old world . 
( 





IVIY TR 11-' TO ~UH. 0 FE 

In one f s l i fetime ther e uS1lally oc cnrs an jncident or 

experience, which, beca lse of its einotional effect, is never for­

got ten. ., ch an f'xpert ence was my trip to Eurore . 

I . the summer of 1934 my D rents, my sister and I em­

barked from New York . Our destination was a small country in 

northern En!'one, Lithu~"li & , where ,nle ,r,l ere to vi s~ t my ~I"and-rarents. 

Being only eleven at t h is time, I experienced the onderful sen­

sation of starting a jo rney to a far off and different land, nmch 

as one 'wou l d feel in starting a tri p to t h e moon . Eagerly I roamed 

the huge' lin81' , and I concluded tha t y first ocean trir wou ld 

be a delightful one . 

Although I h ad been on the h i gh seas for 'only a few 

l ours, . I ex perienced t la t uffl ic tion of n uny 1, ndl1..1,bber s , sea ­

sickness. For t wo d ays I was tormen t ed by t h e pitch i ng and the 

rolling of the ship . However , on t~e third day of our voyage I 

managed to enter the ship ' s swimming rool , and after a delightful 

swim found myself no longer 8 victim of seasicknes s . rrhe succeed­

ing days of my ocean trip were happy ones. Deck tennis , quoits , 

moving pictures, and similar dlversions--811 were enjoyed . Through­

out the tri p I was thrilled by the brilliant evening sunsets, and. 

I loved to watch the gulls , who ever faithfully followed in our 

wake. One day I was enchanted to see the spouting of a wha le , . 

and I carefully noted this incident in my diary . 

~eeing the mountains of Scotland presaged the end of 

our voyage on the oea. boon afterwards we rassed Norway and then 
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&.fter stopping a few hours at Conenhagen, Denmark, we finally 

docked at the port of Gdynia, Poland. To me Foland seemed a 

dreary land, &. land of sadness and of work, Dnd com 8ring it with 

my native land I could not help but appreciate living in the United 

0tates. ~e did not stay long in -oland, but since the Poles were 

quite hostile toward the Lithuanians, we had considerable diffi-

culty in finding our way; strange as it may seem, the Poles would 

not direct '\ s to Lithuania. At last we obtained an antiq ated 

cab and crossed the Polish border into the Free state of Danzig. 

To' my dismay I noted th::::t every house in the tfFree state rl was 

decorbted wi th a c>wastika. It.y parents wisely saw the beginning 

of Gerl any f s encroachments. Having spent the night in Danzig, 

v-e took c ... n old, but s'oeedy train through East Prussic. into J{aunas, 

Iithuania . 

Although Kaunas was the cBritCl l of ith ania and its most 

modern city, to me it appeared small and ancient, end its arrear-

ance only heightened my already growing dislike for Eurore . 

Being at an age when cnriosity bbounded, I recorded many of the 

unfamiliar customs of the Lithuanians . Women ore lOllJsr heel 

shoes; men, higher heels. 'llhe girls &nd women 8l"\T~ys had long 

hair woven into two braids and usublly wore aprons and carried 

huge 'ocketbooks. Botn tn,F men and boys wore '''hort fa"'1.ts with a 

wide belt. Everyone seemed to ride bicycle~ or tricycles or horses., 

rl1ne roads were Tooor and their vehicles were anachronisms. FIna.lly 

!noted with c;reat disappointment that their ice ereI'm cones were 

pitIfully small. 
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In our hotel i,n Kaunas I began to exnlore our ne'J'J sur-

roundings . To rtly delight I found "lite had a b E- lcony adjoining 0 r 

rooms. Immediately I got S OMA f'irAcrackers w}-'Jch h~d b .'C'An left 

ov er from t he Fourth of ~ly , went 0 1 t on t h e balconv , and l1t 

inc 'l sc.llte t 
J .ti8rdly n.:.(1 I eXD1ained to my Dare . ts wha t had 

happened wn en t ne ho tel managPl' and t wo lolicel"'len entered t .b e 

room . Although beset by the d"ifP -;. culties 0 f a foreign language, 

fo . e an excited c r owd nad s~t}~er~d on t he street benea th t h e. b e l-

cony . I later f Ollnd O'1t t.tl~ t Li th'H~.nia ' as in &. state of politiCal 

W~10 [l'.ld terri torial clalr1 s flg8 i :ls t thls sma] 1 c '] try .~) . Thus, 

who knows , if I had lit a "six inc her " I might hbve prect~itated 

a revolution . 

From l aunas we went to my mother's bjrth lace by car (a 

1926 Ghevrolet whos e whepls co.me off during the ~ourne ... ' ). e 

fi~all . .' (;ov8peCi t ' 8 fort ~:Liles in s-"x hOllrs . It "QS il t h is SfJ')a 2.1 

I..>J •• J...lui ty t~b.t. I lived f.:)r the next mon th and a half . .L t 18 s like 

living in another wor'ld, a 1Norlcl wt... ~ :r'e 11oclf~l'n c.onVI)iLJ.f) 108:-1 ·'J t.; ,re U(l-

known . Hence , J. was qui te relieved when v,'e b o arded a tra·L r- O'1'r-.-

- I'd bou d. . 

From lthuania we trEveled throntjh t ' A oJ"s11 CorridOY' e)11. 
r lt&1 

into Gennany tnro ,-".L.l .3erlin ,A Belgium, to.:.· d i"iLL.lly we storr·ed at 

}aris fo r a few days . uf all the places 

r bris WbS the most enjoyable . ~ or the first time in mont~s ra ate 
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good food anu staJ ed in a be& l.' tlful hotel . de enjoyed s· ght-see-

ing to' r s , visi ting all the faT10U S ~ ces in Faris . Neverthel eo , 

it was wi th al- cr1 ty t J..u_" t I left Paris to go to the F'rench Dort of 

Cherbourg . At Cherbourg we boarded a shin "1ic1 &b to bear us 

II ~ home, tne lux.u.ry liner O.".yapic I f 

x c ept for the usual few d~y s 0 f sea-sicknebs I grAatly 

enjoyed my ocean trip, evpn 11.) '7'80 because our Clestinetion \:vas hO'"'1e . 

After f :'ve days I SJ.. n ted the -.Jtatue of Li berty, and or ce mor'e I 

was on free soil , fifteen pounds lighter, b lJ t t t. ~ s harrier 

than ·when ..... had left . 

sh<"11 never forgAt my . trin t o l'rope, not alone because 

of the nei~T 'r- AonlG S a nrJ Ends tha t had. seen, or the var __ ed ex-

periences ..I. had had , bl t also because of the dee"0er anpreciation 

1 lbd bt c qu ired of my native land , the United 3 tates of P .. merica . 
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/lD 1 t· i t i . t . d 11 ec \: ennls , quo s , mov ng P].c ures ... were enJoye •.• 



I "the l uxury liner Ol~Tl'I1"r\i ~ • • fl 
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PARIS L Le Palais du T rocadero el Ie POn! d ' lena A. L. 
\.. T rocadero Palace and lena B"di~ 

\ fI:~e enjoyed sightseeing t01 rs in J ~ I' is ... " 

) 
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