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Polyzemy and pOlygym ‘ jug funereug:
The latest issue of Omis F y, 1983, contains
a report on Polygamy in these owls. This is a species which
has been occasionally found in India, during the migratory
geason, Apparently, there are 2 lkinds of polygamy, viz,

Harem polygamy and successive polygamy, which is sometimes
known as restricted monogamy. By marking the pair of birds On
the nest, it was found that the interval between the first and
second clutches was about 20 days, so that this was probably
a case of successive . polygyny. In another case, a male was
tempted into a trap at a distance of 900 metres from the

nest, and since the 2 nests werc at a distange of 3 lm from
each other, it was clear that polyterritorial polygyny was
involved.

guch interesting data can, unfortunately, only be
obtained by the marking and trapping of birds ~ something
which is beyond the scope of the ordinary birdwatcher,

its birde by §,Subramenya,
8511 _ gricultural SCIlEences,
Bangalore 24: Bengalore, with a growth rate of 72 percent is
India's fastest growing city, Because of the pleasant weather
and businese opportumities it offers, people frcm all over

the country are flocking into this much famed 'Garden city'.
The population which was about 25 lakhs in 1978 has increased
4o over 32 lakhs in a2 span of six years, Faced with the
problem of housing the ever-growing population, the Bangal ore
Development Authority has acquired most of the cultivated lands
on the outskirts of the city and gonverted them into building
gites for distribution among the public, Today, the terrain
which once was a rolling stretch of green fields inter-
gpersed with trees and shrubs has a barren 1ook and thousands
of houses are being built in these denuded areas.

out

The outskirts of Rajajinagar is one such area, which
once abounded in Acacia, Tamarind, Pongamia and
trees hedgerows and bushes. Where a moming walk would
once yield to sn observer not less than 50 species of birds,
one cen now find hardly a dozen., Till 1980 one could see

the shrikes (the Grey, Laniug g;gg?ijg;; Rufous backed,
L.gchach and Baybacked, L.vittatus) almost throughout the
year with the grey specles being somewhat less common, The
trees snd bughes from which they surveyed the surroundings
for food have disappeared and =ll the three species of
shrikes have become very rare, In 1983 the rufous backed
shrike was seen only for about a fortnight in early October.



The growth of Bangalore city has 2180 removed 2
pair of Redheaded merlins (Falco chicguera) from Rajajinagar,
where they had nested for three siccessive seasons Irom
1978-1981. The merlins had appropriated crows negts on a
tgll casuarina tree. In the 1979-80 season a nest under
construction by jungle crows was in fact misappropriated.
The nest tree was situated in a densely populated residentlal
locality but the falcons roamed the surrounding expanse ©f
open cultivated fields hunting for their food. Their main
prey was house sparrows but they were seen feeding on a

small green bee—egter (Merops ori , & redrumped swallow
(Hirundo daurica), & warbler (Acro sp,) a bat and

on e Tew Occagions the male returned from foraging with
pipite (Anthus novacgeelandiae) found in the grass meadows
and uncultivated fieclds.,

The pair raised a brood of three during 1978-79 and
of four during 1979-80 season. The number of young in
the 1980-81 brood is not known, but the pair had one young
bird with them when I returned 40 Rajajinagar after an years'
abgsence. During 1981-82 the pair did not breed at the
gite, even though they kept visiting it occasionally. They
were last seen, at the tree in October 1982. "By late 1980,
a number of houses started coming up in all the fiwe large
open arcas which the merlins freguented t0o gather their food.
With thesc foraging arcas being broken up, the merlins must
have deccided to abandon the nest site.
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Some_obgervaiio the a decreage in numbers of_the
Northern RO ) g Corac bengh eg;g_hgﬁghglgg
By Dr,(Miss)Hamida saiduzzafar, Gul-e—Rana, Aligarh: er the
Tast twenty years 1 have been travelling by car from Aligarh
to Delhi end back by the Grand Trunk Road (G.T+Road) fairly

often, and usually in the momings between 6 to 10 a.m.
Apart from crows and mynahs, the parakeets, drongoes, doves,
white-breasted lingfishers, and blue jays are the birds most
commonly seen and identified, gitting on telegraph poles

or wires running parallel to the road for about 85 miles.

. From among these the blue jays (Coracius benghalensis
benghalengis) are by far the most colourful and spectacular
in flight, and catch the eye &s they fly up or down %o
catch their morning breakfast! Around 1965-66, to amuse
my young nephew (who was getting interested in bird-watching),
he and I used to count these blue jays and I remember noting
down our tally, which varied between 60 to 80 birds between
AMigarh end Delhi.




About a decade later around 1976 I once idly did a
count again and was -surprised that I couldn't see more thamn
30¢ I reported this to Salim Ali the same year, but heg
~ didn't give it much importance, because he sald their
numbers would vary depending on the seasons and the time
of day, and had I taken these factors into account? The
time of day was mostly the same, but I had not pzid
attention to the seasons and couldn't find my old notes
a2t that time: so I thought that my Qhservatima were °
probably fallacious, and that I was just chasing a
'red herring' rather than blue jayi

Around 1980~82 I again travelled many times to Delhi
by cer, end this time I did the counts again, carefully
noting the seasons as well as time of day, The count
remained between 25 to 35, so I began to look around more
earefully also on other routes, €,g, t0 Narora snd back,
The impression persisted that these birds were on the
decreage, dJune of 1982 brought a dg¢vastating tornedo-
like storm in this region, which swept across the belt
between Khurja and Ghaziabad, bringing down & great
number of old and very big trees. The absence of these
big old trees have left large gaps on the roadside, and
many trees have dried up, All new rocdside plantatim b
the Forest Department is of Eucalyptus only, md-I oonno
sece any of the shady trees being replaced aa such.

It is also a fagt.that the density and noise of
traffic on this hi%hway has increased at least three - or
four-fold since 1965, $£q, this year, 1984, when 1 ain
remembered to count my blue jays, travelling to Dal;f on
three occasions within two weeks I was quite ghockecd to
find my count was down to 6,10, and 12, respoctively on
these 3 morning journeys,

Whatever other reasons there may be, I am now quite
convinged that this bird is deereasing in numbers in
this region., However, this impression needs gystematic and
accurate verification, because the blue jay is said to be
a useful bird from the agriculturist'‘s point of view on
account of the large number of insect-pests whioch 1%
consumes. 1 gincerely hope that my idea is incorrect, and
that the birde have solhply changed their perches, and gone
further afield, away from the roadside noise and telegraph
wvires,
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oonbillg in the Poora digtrict by Tae i Mundkur,
o L Poon 004: The NPB Jen./Feb.1984,

carried a note by Mr.Anil Mahabal on the record of
Spoonbills in the Poona district. This prompted me
t0 cheecl out my notes smd I found the following two
notes. A

On '25th Jan.198l, Dr.Vivek Parenjape and I visited
Matoba lake, about 6 km after Yavat on the left, the
“1atter which is around 45 km from Foona on the highway
to Sholapur.

We saw & fairly large number of birds in and around
the lake, The first birds to catch our attention were
flocks of common sandgrouse that landed at the waters
edge, drank water and took off, to be replaced by the next
in the line.' The ducks seen included spotbill, nukta,
pintail, shovellor, common pochard,tufted pochard, a single
. painted stork with'a broken leg, white necked stork(2),
openbill sgtork(29), white ibis, black winged stilts, large
egrets, little egrets, cattle egrets, pond herons, green-
shanl, little ringed plovers, commoOn Sandpipers ﬁreen sand-
piper, 1ittle grebes md coots. The terns sighbed included
the river tern, Indian whiskered tern and the gullbilled
tern. On the shores we saw yellow wattled lapwings, red
m‘tt}.l-ea lapwings znd Indien coursers. ' .

Three birds of interest include the curlew, which
we saw a pair of; three flamingos (Phoenicopterus roseus )
one adult and two smaller birds, presumably juveniles and
spoonbill (10). This record of the flamingos joins the list
of earlier reports. Recently Mr.Mababal in H¥B Sept/Oct.1983
covered this bird &t length.

On 20th Feb.l982, Mr.Avadhut Bapat and I visited three
lakes on the Sholapur highway snd the following is
what we saw.

1. Patas lake: grey herons (5), Shovellors, pintail, white-
eyed pochard, garganey, common teal, coots.in the lake,
along the shoree there were & few black winged stilts,
little ringed plovers, a single greenshank, and a single
desert wheatear (Oenanthe deserti), the last bird I believe,
is not encountered with too often in these parts.

2, Patas village lalke: Brahminy duck (4), white necked
stork(7) river terms (2), greenshank mmd redshank were

not counted. :

%, Matoba lake: openbill stork(29), brahminy duck(30),
pintail, shovellor, spotbill duck, wigecntay, a single
juvenile painted stork that kept in close compeny with
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7 white necked storks (Please refer to A, Bapat in NFB
March-April 1982) and finally sepoonbills, a group of seven
individual s which fed sbout the openbill storks,

S0, aprarently these spoonbills have been seen in
the Poona district as early as 198l, and there seema t0
be no reason why they needn't have been there earlier too,
the conditions of the lake remaining the same,
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: prefer 8 of great
importance in bird conservation, Percent sightings of
birds in different areas over a long pericd may indicate
their preference for different habitats, However, if
birds are regularly monitored at a place with different
habitats, species frequenting ell habitats (*'no habitat!'
preferenge) or a habitat ('single habitat' preference)may
be located. Such habitat preference in some birds, in
Mudigere is shown in Table, *1,

Table 1: Habitat preference in eome birdsﬁ in Mudigere

as indicated by 30 -outings from Nov,'83 to
Mar.1984.
Birds frequenting Birds frequenting a single
all habitets habitat :

1, Red vhiskered bulbul ,‘1)Feiry blue bird

2. Jungle crow 2)Paradise flyeatcher
F)ilgiri verditer flycatcher
4)Black naped blue flycatcher
5)Large wood shrike
6)Green hlled Mal khowah
7)Chesnut headed bee-eater
8)Blackheaded bulbul

 Red whiskered bulbul and jungle crow frecumted all
habitats, viz, well wooded areas, lightly wooded areas,



scrub, coffee plantations and paddy fields. Light others
(table 1) frequented a single habitat in thc presence of
other habitats, Any change/disturbance %o habitat is
therefore likely to drastically affect 'single habitat!'
birds, This is bécause 'single habltat' specles tend to
be selective in choosing & habitat. Consequently, red
whiskered bulbul and jungle crow will not be 80 much
affected, beéeause of thelr adaptability to a wide range

of habitate, : \
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I on Estate Hero w.;w: The Simpson
Ectatec Heronry has been in existence since the early 1960's ,

It is located at Sembiam, in North Madras and is about 6 lm
from the Perambur Railway Station, The approach is through
the main gate of this industrial estate, . s

The nastinggar&a is ruzhly a square piecc of flat
ground, about 400' x 400', Two fair-sized tamarind trees and
over 30-40 neem trees form the core of the heronry, It is
protected on 3 sidés by a stockade of thornbushes which
offer a sccond line of nest platform, used by late-
breeding egrets, The trees lining the roads -inside the
egtate are not favoured nestesites, They provide nest
materials such as twigs, leaves etc,

The night heron (N nycticorax) has been the earliest
coloniser, From about 30 pairs in early sixties, their
population had touched the 1000+ mark in early 1984. It is
perhaps the most prolific breeder in the heronry.

The 1ittle cormorant (P.niger) has been a recent addition,
About 100 pairs colonised the heronry in late 1982 and.
commenced breeding. In early 1984 about 1000 birds werc
counted while returning to roost, A 30 percent dip in the
population was noticed in mid-February. After some fluctu-
ation, the population seems t0 have levelled at 600+ in
late March 1984, The reason for the fluctuation in the
population is not clear. The breeding behaviour of the
birds is conditioned by the monsoon rains and the cormorants
are kmown to wander a great deal locally, inTluenced by
the availability of lerge reservoirs of water, Their
wanderings could perhape account for the fluctuction,

The arrival, breeding and fluctuation pahtern of the

(P.fuscicolis) parellels that of the cormorant, About
50~-60 birds could be a fair ossessment of their present
population in the heronry. As most of the birdse have eome
to the end of their nesting season, these bixds are
presumably roosting in the estate.



About 10 paire of large egrets (E.alba) were observed
nesting in November, 1983. In early.January about 200
birde were to be seen. At present about 50-60 of them
return regularly to roost. :

Phe little egret (E.garzetta) bas been another new
addition to the heronry. About 10 breeding pairs were
observed in September, having colonised +the estate gince
August, 1983. There was a cpeetacular increase in their
numbers and in early January '84, there were 800+ of
these beautiful birds. Currently, there are about 450-500
birds, few of them still nesting.

Oriticsl identification of the median egret (L.intermedia)
as a nesting bird was possible only in mid March '84. Two
peirs were noticed breeding with little egrectc.,

Apart from these birds, known %o nest at the heronry,
there have been some vigitors, which might settle down to
breed in the near future.. They are: The Grey heron,
white ibis~four birds had visited the estate on 11.,1.84
and the pond heron,

The main feeding grounds of these nesting waterbirds
appear to be located well outside the estate. There are
several lakes in the near vicinity such as Manali,
Madhavaram, Rettai eri, Red hills etc., which could be
utilised by the blrds.

A large 1ily pond, sbout 10 feet deep, attiracts a
large number (70-80) Pond herons. A large number of
immgture night herons, little and large egrets and a few
cormorants congregate here daily for feeding. The pond
algo provides an ideel habitat for a pair of white-
breasted waterhen, which have raised a brood here in
1983, Since early Feb, this year, a palr of Dabchicks
(P.ruficollis) have been observed regularly. They have
successfully nested and raised a family of 7 young Ones.

The pheasant-tailed jacana used t0 be gpeen at the pond.
Three species of king fishers the pied, small blue and the
white-breasted are regular inhabitants.

There is not, apparently, much predation at the
heronry. Predation, if any, could be from pariah and
brahminy kites, seen hovering about, during the peak of
the breeding season « A few feral cats seemn in the
neighbourhood may also pose some hazard. Human predation
is nil. (??? -~ Editors).
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The heronry owes its exi stence %0 the keen interest
in wildlife and conservatiery evinced by the Vice-Chairman
of the Simpgon ‘Group Compahie MrsA.Krighnamur thy,
Mr.T.A, Gwynne and Mr.Ratnam of the Sembiam LRstzie are
2180 deeply committed to the protection of these birds.
The vigilance of the security gtaff ensures proiectiom
from human predation. '

The credit Ffor discovering the gite goes +to the
Wight herons,’ the cormorants and the egrets which caghed
in on +he security and privacy.aveilable in the esiaie
and settled to breed. - :
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Correspondence .

Birdg and Beeg by Raniit R.J.Daniels; Centre fox
Toological Scienges, Sirsi DBL 402: &n often reported
observation is that the small green bee~-eater, wherever they
~re common, are a nihisance 0 bee~-keepers. Though I have
never seen these bee-eaicrs in ection, in a bee-farm, I
have hesard people say that the birds perch convi&'ntiy._ o5
pos’ss near the hives snd destroy all bees flying in and
out, This seems true as I have seen chegtnut=headed bee-
eaters snd other birds take the wild honey bees from their
hives in the forests here.

The wild rock bees (Apis dorsata) are probably the
mogt ferocious of 21l Indian bees. Its quite common %o
see large hives hamging down from tall buildings, rocks
or trees not only in forests, but in urban areas too, An
American friend, who was working on these -bees, for his
thesis, in Sirsi, often told me that. the che stmut-headed
bee~eaters regilarly feast on these bees, . Acecording to
him & bird delibrately flies to the hive flushing %h:'
resting bees and flies back with at least a few angry bees
following it. The flying bees then £all prey to the rest,
of the flock. I gould not fully accept his account on
bee-eater behaviour till I could see it myself. On a few
ococagions in places around Sirsi, I have seen chegtnut- _
headed bee-eaters and grey drongos collect in large flocks
around these rock bee-hives and from morning %till evening
feagt on the bees. Once a pair of hill mynes wvere at 1%
to0, HKach bird flies to the hive and comes back to post
with a bee in its beak, I did not actually see the
‘Leader bird' flushing bees end the rest smapping away in
the air, Still, since my friend has gpent a much longer
time than I ever can with the bees and bee—eaters, his
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observations cannot be ruled out tovally. Such
behaviour is understandable as the bees definitely will
get provoked by a bird ramming into the hive or flying
too cloge to it and, chase the bird, only to their doom.
However this need not straight away be called a
delibrate action on the birde part.

e b o e e S

Bamboo negiboxes by Dr.Joseph GEOrge, 189 Firshi Cross Rd.,
ﬁmm. T.ayout, Bengalore 560 086: The Editor has drawn
attention in the April-lay 1984 Newsletter for Birdwatchers
to the suitability of bamboo for artificial ne gting sites
for hole-nesting birds.

in importent precaution to take with bamboo is not
+o0 use nestboxes tha*t have split down the enirance hole,
Birds may get caught by the leg in the split.

Freshli cut green bamboo cén easily be treated with
= preservative consisting of copper sulphate and sodium
dichromate so that the treated nestboxes will last several

years,

Convert the freshly cut green bamboo into short lengths
of 150 centimatres or less .and let them etand on end in a
trough containing a solution of the preservative %o a
depth of say 25 cm., After seven deys, remove the bamboo
from the trough and let them dry in ¥The -shade, The
preservative solution is prepared by dissolving 5 kg
copper sulphate amd 5 kg sodium dichromate in 100 litres
g:lé gﬁter to which 250 grams glacial acetic acid had been
added.

I% may once again be emphagised that thia method of
preservative treatment is effective only for freshly cut
green h&mhm. .

ﬁ—‘_—_‘"‘—"“‘—t——"‘m‘;ﬁ_-:—“— .

Migcellaneous obgervations by Harldrat S.Sangh2, C/o 8,FP.

Regidence, Sika jagthan: :
Tripura: I got the opportunity of visiting

Tyripura when my father was the Commanding Officer of the
Rojasthan Armed Constabulary posied at various places in
the State., I stayed there for 2 month (January 14 -
February 13, 1982), I vieited not only the importent towns
but slso inaccessible places where the jawans were posted,
What styuck me was the absence of house crows (Corvus
splendens). Lxcept at Agartala, the lergest Towm in the
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State, where I counted 10 one afternoon, they are absent
around cities, towns, and villages, FPerhaps the good
sanitation of the state is responsible for it. The
scavenger thus finds it unenitable to live there, However,
jungle crows are common.

Eucalyptus and birdg: Since Jemuary 1984, I have been
observing the utility of this tree for birds wi thout _
bothering about studying other ecological factors, In my
bungal oy compound there are five eucalyptus trees, AmoOng
the birds which use them for perching are redvented bulbul,
common mynah, ring dove (also during courtship once),
purple sunbird, green bee—eater, house crow, coppersmith,
end robin. During Februery, white eyes hunted energeti-
cally =smong their foliage. )

In western Delhi, I once saw more than 15 catile
egrets on one eucalyptus tree, Here I might also mention
that baya has been reported %o have selected eucalyptus for
nesting (Newsletter, April 1980),

In April, I was in Meerut and had the opportunity of
visiting Bisola Village where Sondhi brothers own & 200
acre farm. Their 'forest' has more than 2 lakh trees of
encalyptus and subabul, There, at dusk, I found king
erows very active, I was told that the birds are
increasing on the farm.

ack rertridee in Gepgenagar digtrict, Rajagthan: Today
n the irrigg%ed areas of Gangenagar }fa't c%ft%agk %

partridge (Francolin E francolinug)is a common e bird,
This wag nutggg' E?E . The early settlers, cluding
my grandfather, who came from the Punjab, where this game
bird is common. did not £ind it in the district, With
the coming of the Ganga Canal , in the late twenties, the
landscape completely chemged, During the thirties and
forties, the presence of this bird was felt, but it
wag not common, Today, it affects well-watered tracts
of +he district and possibly it is spreading southwards.

e e e

Occurrance of the glossy ibig at Bedanthangal by

Gift Siromoney, Madras. Qh:iﬂ;a.n..&ggﬁse_pimqmm_yﬁiﬁﬂﬂ :
In the January-February issue of the Newsletter (1984
Mr.R.Kannen reported having seen a pair of glossy ibises
on a Barringtonia tree in Vedanthangal, and asked the
readers whether the birds had been seen before atb
Vedanthangzal. He also mentioned that the checldist
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prepared by the Forest Department contains the black ibis
but not the glossy ibis, In February 1968 Mr.R.A,Stewart
Melluish had seen more than twenty glosgy ibises in the
Madurantakam tank which is very close to Vedanthangal.

His letter to the editor was published in the March issue

of the Newsletter for Birdwatichers. In the June lssue of the
game year Mr.S.K.Reeves sent his comments on the glossy

ibis, which according to Baker and Inglis(Birde of

Southern India) is & permanent regident in the well-

watered districts and found near large tanks.

On February 23, 1979 I visited Vedanthangal and saw
three glossy ibises dipping themselves in the water near
the far end of the tank., It was about 2 fm and the hirds
were gone after a short while. When I visited Vedanthangel
again a few weeks later I did not see them,

The glossy ibis can easily be mistaken for the better
nown black ibis which generally does not occur in Tamil |
Nadu. However Badsha in ‘his Checklist of birds of Tamil-
Nadu has recorded the black ibis (at Cuddalore) but not
the glosgy ibis. We have to keep a close watch for these
facinating birds at Madurantakam and Vedanthangal.

SRS S T T TR e

%pﬂﬁ%ﬂ%&g&xﬁﬂﬂ%ﬂﬁgg_ﬁxﬁaﬁ laim%egg#g%mﬁ
anerjee, Research Fellow, Wildlife rroject Gi artment
of Biosciences, Seurahira University, RAikot-360005,Guiarat:
On 25.,1.84 in the bright sunlight of a cold winter day
while I was Observing the Demoiselle amd Common cranes
gathering on the shore of the Nyari Dam reservoir, situated
on the outskirte of the Rajkot city in the rural habitat, for
roosting, I came aeross a flock Of active gadwells.
Suddenly some reared up out of the water and some appeared
0 be charging others. These are ome of our commonest®
wintering ducks. Both Pakistan, Nepal, all India, lessening
progresgively southwards, Affeets reedy marshes and jheels,
large and emell with plenty of cover; open-water spread of
dammed reservoirs only occasionally as daytime refuges
(Salim Ali 1968). To have a cloger observation I focuseed
my telescope (45 x) on them. Five males were swimming with
their heads drawn in, the feathers ruffed, the body shaking
repeatedly. As the tensiam increases, two of the drakes
rear up, arch. this heads forward, and rake their bill
across the water. Then with the bill pressed to their
breast, slowly sink back to the water. This display we
accompanied with a low courtship call and was followed by
gtill another display, in which the male throws his head
back in an arched position and jerks it abruptly upward.



Erecting and spreading the tail feathere vertically and
1ifting the wing coverts exposing the black and white
speculum ‘the drakes turn towards the two females which
were a little far from the group of males. Then the
drakes lowering their heads and gtretching their heads and
necks forward just above the surface of the water swim

in rapid circles around the femles. The brown feathered
hens with necks arched snd heads pointed towardsthe

water move their heads back and forth, from front to side.
Thig display was often sccompanied by short spurts of
atteck. This courtship display wes similar to that of
mallards. Other surface feeding ducke have a similar
behaviour pattern but with a number of variations.

e T — = —_—— e r e — —a—

Birds of Sili Forest Solan, H

P by Rathin Mukherjee
and lMehesgh iTu =y on,
00l 0zl C v 501 Himachal | :
3 e fhogat otate, on S (2 is

— - r - .
Solan today. In fact Solan is the name of a small
village, with a few huts, around the temple of Durgs,
locally known as Solan Debi. Sili forest begins from
this village, extending over 20 lm, upto 2 hill sgtream
nemed Ashwani Khud — the main water source of the
present township. Though Kalaghat is the nuclear

point of the forest, with the Forest Department Institute,
offices, nursery, etc., the name of the fore gt is after a
smgll village, Sili.

This forest is rich in primary growth of chil, kail,
birch, fir, and spruce. Lately, secandary pleantatioms
of ash, wrieties of oak, Quercus incana, Exaxinug lancecolata,
Pinug roxburghil, Sho 0 , Sexeius gp. etc., on
an experimental, trial basis, have been ini tiated by the State
Forest Department, along with willow ocnd fir.

During the early summer of 1970, when I gettled
here, I used to have my moming end afternoon strolls in
thig forest, upto 8ili village. I enjoyed every footstep.
The jeepable tract in the forest was used only by the
Forest Department, snd, sometimes, by the P.W.D. Water
pupply department. However, once heavy trucks started
upging this semi-metalled road, the entire biosphere was
faced with disaster.

The species Pyrrhogorax P, himalayanug are still
found in this forest. During the summer of 1979, when
Gregtner was at Chail for field training, tle oOccurrence
of this species was pointed out t0 him, beczuse it never
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frequented such low elevations. Similarly, when
Dr.Biswamoy Biswas and Dr.B.S. Lamba were present here,
for a workshop, they were informed about this occurrence.
But, due to radical changes in the existing ecology
because of the congtruction of new roads, I could not
locate the flock, to prove to them that my report was
authentic,

When Mr.K.L.Mehta was the State Wildlife Warden, in
1970, game birds were strictly protected, The old
jeepable road winding through the forest, with tall
lofty trees with thick and dense undergrowth of fern
and shady moist bushes, were ideal shelter for the
kalij, cheer pheasant, catrgus y even koklas;
while occasionally, chukur were g0 Obgerved in the
upper ranges of Chail,

The veteran and seasomed naturalist and taxidarmia'i'.,
Mr.C.,L.Hitehsi, still remembers some unigque birdsg which
he had collected from this regiom.

Previousgly, this region %as under U,P., in Mahashu
district. In 1971, Himachal Pradesh received Statehood,
and new districts were created, of which one was Solan
district, with its headquarters in this towm. As a
result of this, road construction, increasec of
population, and setting up of new egtablishnents, becanme
the major :!'actura for ghhe disbalancing of the topography.

: I% is now very rare to see hoopoes, redbilled magpies,
pelkkin robins or the great himalayan barbet in this region;
species which were so plentiful before, The only f

worth mentioning, ,wae collected and recorded in this decade,
from Happy Valley, about 2 furlongs from my laboratory, by
Drg.Raj Tilak emd A,Tyagi, in November 1975. It was a
really lovely specimen of the Cushat or the eagtern
woodpigeon (Colimba palumbris casiotis (Bonaparte)).

It was a really remarkable collectim, congidering the

fact that this is omly the second recorded collectim

from the Simla Hills region, the other being in 1880 when
one wvas recorded by Hume. We are still in quest of

another specimen.

e e i . ey =
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aregla, Delli-40:
o : hing Society, It
stopped functioning in 1971. However, now, some young
enthugiastic persons of Delhi have reformed it. It is
now lmown as the Delhi Area Birdwatching Society(DABS).



It also has released its first quarterly newsletter -
DABCHICK. I shall be grateful if you kkindly publish
this piece of information in your Newgle tter.

Those who are deeply concerned with birdwatching,
might be aware of the Delhi Birdwatching Society which
existed since the second half of this century. It was
founded, in 1950, by Mr,Horace AMexsnder nd Lt.Gen.
Harold Williams. Mrs.Usha Ganguli was an active member in
the late pgixties., But after her death, in 1970, it
gtarted defunctioning and ultimately stopped completely.

It was strongly felt by the active birdwatchers of
Delhi, to. have a birdwatchers club or some such thing.
Mr.Suresh C.Sharma, an active birdwatcher and nature
lover, had studied a lot about the Delhi Birdwatching
Society. He was very interested in the formation of a
Birdwatchers Club, In course of time, he decided fo
rejuvenate the defunct society. Ever gince 1979, he had
approached top officials for information about the Society,
but did not get smy response, After long and strenuous
efforts, his perseverance bore fruit and in June 1982,
Suresh announced the formation of the Delhi Birdwatching
Club though the actual inauguratia of the same took plase
only on 18th December 1983.

Initially the membership was only 8 or 9, who were
keen birdwatchers, but slowly the number swelled, =nd
toddy stands at 50, There are 8 members on the Editorial
Board of the Newsletter. Mr.Suresh C.Sharma is the Editor
of the Society (DABS), which, I think is most appropriate.
He is a clerk in the dena Bhavan in Delhi, and resides in
a small town in Sonipat. He has devoted 2 good part of
his life and earnings to his hobby end to the Society.

I, on behalf of DABS, request all birdwatchers to become
members of this Society and share their knowledge with us.

The DABS has been organising short trips, ever
gince its inception, to nearby ponds or rivers, like Drain
No.8 (Sonipat), Sultanpur Bird Senctuary, Delhi Zoo,
Hindon River (Gaziabad), Badkal Lake (Faridabad), etec.
More trips will be orgenized in the near future. The
quarterly publication of DABS, viz.DABCHICE, has an
annual membership fee of B,10/- only, which includes
4 free isesues to new subscribers., For detailed . ,
information about it, please contact Mr.Suresh C,Sharma,
Old Rohtak Road, Gokal Nagar, Sonipat, or Mr.Gulshem
Arora, DABS Office, 468, Bankener, Narela, Delhi = 40,
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ouse at Katrai Ghat, Pupe by Tagi Mundkur,
124 andavapna, Pune 411004: The heat has nearly
brought all birding to a halt. But I was able to go

to the Katraj Ghat, where we watched 7 painted
sandgrouse come to & waterhole, to drink water, just

after dusk.

e e o e — — —

b have rece ved a cr.':py Df
'Sadey Penechi' your book on birds, in Punjabi. Thanks
for sending it to me because it will help my friends who
are interested in birds and birdwatching., Could you
pleage provide me with some advice. As you know, the
gituation in Punjeb is grave. The police always stop
me whenever I am on my way to watch birds. They enquire
about my identity card for birdwatching. In fact they

do not believe that I am after such an innoeent pursuit,
Pleage tell me what I should do., Once, & policeman even
relieved me of my minolte camera amnd binochlars, Could
there be provisiom for the issuvance of an identity

card for Birdwatchers? Particularly in view of the

fact that I intend to publish a book om birdsl Flease

do the needful, so that I can wander freely in the fields
of the Punjab in pursuit of my task, without the
intervention of the police.

e v
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Must we choose between a world without paper
and a world without forests?

There is another alternative —

THE MPM ALTERNA'IWE

Did you know ?

That for the first time in India,
MPM is setting up an Integrated
Paper-Sugar project. MPM's
existing boilers will provide the
energy for the 2500 tcd Sugar
Mill so that bagasse, the residue
of the sugar industry, generally
used as fuel, will be put to a better
use —making paper, Thereby
saving precious forest resources.

For the first time in India, too,
MPM is making a large scale
attempt to apply modern

© managemaent techniques in the
development of forests. 1500
hectares have already been
planted. 14,000 hectares will be
planted in the next five years. We
sow today — 0 we may reap
tomorrow |

MPM: whumﬂhhnmrﬂmﬁlﬂw'
And figures! In 1979, MPM's production capacity was 24,000 t.p.a. of writing and
printing paper. Today itis 112,000 t.p.a. — 75,000 t.p.a. of newsprint and 37,000 t.p.a.
of other varieties of paper.

|||F||j B THEMYSORE PAPER MILS LIMITED

Did you know ?

*That everytime 530 students in
a school buy one exercise book
each, 40 bamboo or 4 eucalyptus
trees have to be cut duown to
produce them ?

*That ¢ach morning 116 bamboo
and 30 eucalyptus trees are
delivered at the doorstep of every
100 readers in the form of their
16-page newspaper ?

“That millions of trees are cut
down every year to meet India's
present requirements of 12 lakh

tonnes of writing, printing,
packaging and other varieties of
paper ?

Regd, Office: 16/4, Ali Asker Road, Bangalore 560 052.
= -l Mills; Bhadravati {(Shimoga District), Karnataka State.
Manufecturers of:
Creamwove, arurelaids, duplicating, bonds, printing, Lrafts, manilla, pulp boards, newsprint.
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BETTER COVERAGE AND
A SOFTER FABRIC FEEL IS AN ASSURANCE FROM
BARODA RAYON

Baroda Rayon offers innumerable and very versatile varieties in
Polyester Texturised, Polyester Nylon and

Viscose Filament Yarns

SUPREMDO
Supremo tangle Polyester Yarn

A better alternative to twisted yarn, comes in 76 / 42 denier

SANGAM
Sangam yarn for shirting a unique blend of

Nylon and Polyester tangled filament yarn in 120 / 34 denier

BARODA RAYON
The House of Quality Yarns

THE BARODA RAYON CORPORATION LIMITED

Hoechst House, 193, Nariman Point, Bombay - 400 021
Phones : 232030 /230734 Telex : 011 - 3436 /4719

Regd. Office :
P. O. Baroda Rayon, Udhana Dist. SURAT - 394 220
Telex: 0178 - 217
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Editorianl

25 yeors of the Newgletter: At the end of this year the
Newsletter for Birdwatchers will have been in existence

for 25 years. It has become customary to celebrate such
events -and -perhaps we-ean start thinking about the lind
of leap forward we should take, in the interests of the
Birdwatchers' of this country. One of the ideas which
comes to mind is that we should have a rotating Executive
Bditor for each year. This mechanism might help to
introduce fresgh ideas end generally make the publication
livelier and more useful, I am gsure that there are a
number of people within the circle of our rcaders and
subscribers who would fulfill the task very creditably,
The Founder Editor would continue to look after the
financial aspects such as securing advertisements, and
having the paper produced and distributed. I would
greatly appreciate any comments on this proposal.

y —— T Ty ya—
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No_crows in Kodaiksmal: During & recent visit to Kodeikenal =~

(May 2-8), I was enxious to find out whether Kodailkanal

was still free from crows, as had been stated by a number

of birdwatchers in recent years. 1 saw none, though .
Romulus Whitaker pointed out a few, flying in the digtance.
I hope this happy state will remain., The few remaining
sholas of Kodaikanal cbound with bird life, md there are

a large number of raptors scen on this hill station,
including the Black eagle, the cregted scrpont eagle, and the
kestrel. The well woodcd gardens have plenty of white-eyes,
and the calls of jungle fowl from within city limits was
gsurprising. I also had 2 good look at & scimitar babbler
which called vigorously every moming.

==L e e e

arieg: It is encouraging 10 note that if birds
are assured: of gpecuri*y, they are prepared %o co—exist in
close proximity to humanity. There is no reagon, therefore,
to create sanctuaries only in far awey places. Lvery bit
of open lend, suitably planted amd landscaped, can become
the sbode of interesting avians. In the March=-April lssue, .
K.K. Neelakantan wrote about the heronry in Trivandrum. The
Bulletin of the Madras Naturalists Society of May '84
describes the SimpsonEstate Heronry, and this is reproduced
in this issue.




Polygamy gnd POLYE gmalm's owl Aegolius funerecus:
The latest issue of Ornis F ca, vol,b0 Nc,35, 1983, contains
a report on Polygamy in these owls. This ig a species which
has been occasionally found in India, during the migratory
geason. Apparently, there are 2 kinds of polygamy, viz,.
Harem polygamy and successive polygamy, which is sometimes
known as restricted monogemy. By marking the pair of birds on
the nest; it wase found that the interval between the first amnd
gsecond clutches was about 20 days, 8O that this was probably
a case of successive . polygyny. In another case, a4 male was
tempted into a trap at a distance of 900 me tres from the

nest, and since the 2 nests were at a distance of 3 km from
each other, it was clear that polyterritorial polygyny wes
involved,

such interesting date can, unfortunately, only be
obtained by the marking =and trapping of birds - something
which is beyond the scope of the ordinary birdwatcher.

Expanding Bangelore city push by S, Subramanya,
Lntomology ciences,

Bangalore 24: Bengalore, with & growth ;

India's fastest growing city. Because of the pleasant weather
and business opportumities it offers, people from all over
the country are flocking into this much famed 'Garden city'.
The population which wae about 25 lakhse in 1978 has increased

%o over 32 lakhs in a span of six years, Faced with the

problem of housing the ever—growing population, the ore
Development Authority has acquired most of the cultiveted lends
‘on the outskirts of the city and converted them into building
sifes for distribution among the public. Today, the terrain
which once was a rolling stretch of green fields inter—

spersed with frces and shrubs has a barren look and thousands
of houses are being built in these denuded areas.

The outskirts of Rajajinagar is e such area, which
once abounded in Acacia, Tamarind, Pongamia and Erythrina
trees hedgerows and bushes. Where a moming walk would
once yield to an observer not less than 50 species of birds,
one can now find herdly a dozen. Till 1980 one could see
the shrikes (the Grey, Laniug excgl)njg; Ruf ous backed,
L.gchach and Baybacked, L.vittatus) almost throughout the

ar with the grey species being somewhat less common, The
rees end bushes from which they surveyed the surroundings
for food have disappeared and all the three spccies of

shrikes have become very rare. In 1983 the rufous backed
shyike was seen only for about a fortnight in carly October.



The growth of Bangalore city has als0 removed &
pair of Redheaded merlins (Ealco chicquera) from Rajajinagar,
where they had nested for three successive seasons from
1978-1981, The merlins had appropriated crows nests Oon a
tall casuarina tree, In the 1979-80 season a nest under
congtruction by jungle crows was in fact misappropriated.
The nest tree was situated in a densely populated residential
loecality but the falcons roamed the surrounding expansge of
open cultivated fields hunting for their food. Their main
prey was house gparrows but they were seen feeding on a

" small green bee—eater (Merops orientalis, a redrumped swallow
E daurica), & warbler (Acrocephalus sp.) & bat and

on & few occapions the male returned from foraging with
pipite (Anthug novaegeelandiae) found in the grass meadows
and uncultivated fields,

The pair raised a brood of three during 1978-~79 and
of four during 1979~80 season. The number of young in
the 1980~-81L brood is. not known, but the pair had one young
bird with them when I returned to Rajajinagar after an years'
absence. During 1981-82 the pair did not breed at the
gite, even though they kept vigiting it occasionally, They
were last seen at the tree in October 1982, By late 1980,
a number of houses started coming up in all the five large
open areas which the merlins frequented to gather their food.
With thesc foraging arcas being brokon up, the merlins must
have decidgd to abandon the ncst site.

Some_obgervations on the appa creage in numbers of the
Northe oll or Blue J Coraciug benghalenig benghalensis)
By Dr,(Migg)Hamida oaidugzafar, Gul-e—Rana, Aligarh: Over the

Tast twenty years 1 have been travelling by car from Aligarh
to Delhi end back by the Grand Trunk Road (G.0.Road) fairly
often, and usually in the momings between 6 to 10 a.m,
Apart from crows and mynahs, the parakeets, drongoes, doves,
‘white-breasted kingfishers, and blue jays are the birds most
commonly seen and identified, sitting on telegraph poles
or wires running parallel to the road for about 55 miles.
From smong these the blue jays (Coracius benghalensis
benghalensis) are by far the most colourful and spectacular
in flight, and catch the eye asg they fly up or down to
catch their morning breakfast! Around 1965-66, to amuse

my young nephew (who was getting interested in bird-watching),
he and I used to count theese blue jays and I remember noting
down our tally, which varied between 60 to 80 birds between
Aligarh snd Delhi.
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About a decade later around 1976 I once idly did a
count again and was surprised that I couldn't see more than
30: I reported this to Salim All the same year, btut he
didn't give it much importance, because he said their
numbers would vary depending on the seasons and the time
of day, and had I taken these factors into account? The
time of day wae mostly the same, but I had not paid
attention to the seasons and couldn't find my ¢ld notes
at that time: so I thought that my observatims were -
probably fallacious, and that I was just chasing a
'red herring' rather than blue Jjay!

Around 1980-82 I again travelled many times to Delhi
by car, and this time I did the counts again, carefully
noting the seasons as well as time of day, The count
remained batween 25 t0 35, so I began to look around more
carefully also on other routes, e,g, to Narora and back,
The impression persisted that these birds were on the
decrease, dJdune of 1982 brought a devastating tornado-
like storm in this region, which swept across the belt
between Khurje and Ghaziabad, bringing down a great
number of old and very big trees, The absence of these
big old trees have left large gaps on the roadside, and
many trees have dried up, All new rozdside plantatia by
the Forest Department is of Encalyptus only, smmd I cannot
sece any of the shady trees being replaced ag such,

It is also a fact that the denaity and noise of
traffic on this highway has increased at least three - or
four-fold since 1965. 8o, this year, 1984, when I again
remembered to count my blue jays, travelling to Delhi on
three ,occasions within two weeks I was quite shocked to
find my count was down to 6,10, and 12, respcctively on
these 3 morning journeys.

Whatever other reasons there may be, I am now quite
convinced that this bird is decreasing in numbers in
thig region. However, this impression needs gystematic and
accurate verification, because the blue jay is said to be
a useful bird from the agriculturist's point of view on
account of the large number of insect-pests which it
conpumes. I pincerely hope that my idea is incorrect, and
that the birds have oimply changed their perches, and gone
further afield, away from the roadeide noise and telegraph
wires,




oonbillg in the Poona district by _Taej Mundkur,
E Poon LL%D&: The NPB Jan./Feb,1984,
M=

carried a note by Mr.Anil bal on the record of

Spoonbills in the FPoona district. LK This prompted me
40 check out my notes and I found the following two
notes. :

On 25th Jan.1981, Dr.Vivek Paranjape and I visited
Matoba lake, about 6 km after Yavat on the left, the
1atter which is around 45 kn from Poona on the highway
to Sholapur.

We sew & fairly lerge number of birds in and around
the lake.: The first bvirds to catch our attention were
flocks of common sandgrouse that landed at the waters
edge, drank water and took off, 40 be replaced by the next
in the line., The ducks seen included spotbill, nukta,
pintail, shovellor, commoOn pochard,tufted pochard, a single
painted stork with a broken leg, white necked stork(2),
openbill: stork(29), white ibis, black winged stilts, large
egrets, little egrets, cattle egrets, pond herons, green-
shenk, 1ittle ringed plovers, commoOn gsandpipers gen sand-
piper, little gre%es and coots. The terns sightea included
the river tern, Indian whiskered tern and the gullbilled
tern.. On the shores we gaw yellow wattled lapwings, red
wattled lapwings and Indian ceoursers.

Three birde of interest include the curlew, which
we saw a pair of; three flamingos (Phoenicopterus roseus )
one adult and two smeller birds, presumaply juveniles and
spoonbill (10). This record of the flamingos joins the liet
of eerlier reports.: Recently lr.Mahabal in KFB Sept/Oct.1983
covered thie bird =t lemngth.

On 20th Feb,1982, Mp.Avadhut Bapat and I visited.three
lakes on the Sholapur  highway and the following is
what we saw.

1. Patas lake: grey herons (3), Shovellors, pintail, white~
eyed pochard, garganey, common teal, coots in the lake,
along the shores there were a few black winged stilts,
little ringed plovers, a single greenshank, and a single
desert wheatear (Oenanthe deserti), the last bird I belleve,
is not encountered with %too often in these parts.

5. Patas village lake: Brahminy duck (4), white necked
stork(7) river tems (2), greenshank md redshank were

not counted.

3, Matoba lake: openbill stork(29), brahmin duclk(30),
pintail, shovellor, spotbill duck, wigecm(E:j, a.slngle
juvenile painted stork that kept in cloge company with



7 white necked storks (Please refer to 4, Ba.pu.-t in NFB
March—April 1982) and finally spoonbills, a group of seven
individual 5 which fed about the openblll storks,

50,- apparently these spoonbills have been 'seen in

‘the Poona district as early as 1981, and there secems to

be no reason wvhy they needn™t have been there earlier too,
the conditions of t!::e lake remaining the same,

—_——
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preference is of great
importance in bird comnservation, . Percent sightings of

-birds in different arcas over a long period may indicate

their preference for different habitats, However, if
birds are regularly monitored at a place with different
habitats, species frequenting all habitats ('no habitat!'
preference) or a habitat ('single hasbitat' preference)may
be located, Such habitat preference in some -birds, in
Mudigere is shown in Tabhle =1,

Table 1': Habitat preference in sOme birds, in Mudigere
as indicated by 30 outings from Nov,'83 to

Mar.1984.
Birds frequenting Birds frequenting a single
all habitats _ i habitat

1., Red whiskered bulbul 1)Fairy blue bird

2. Jungle crow 2)Paradiac flyeatcher
F)Milgiri verditer Tlycatcher
4)Elack naped blue flycatcher
5)Large wood shrike
H)Green Hlled Mal khowah
7)Chesnut headed bee-eater
8)Blackheaded bulbul

o S o mm mm o e e s

Red whigkered bulbul end Jdungle
habitats, viz. well wooded areas, lightly wooded areas,




gerub, coffee plantations and paddy fields. kight others
(table 1) frequented @& single hebitat in the presence of
other hebitats, Any change%isturhance t0 habitzt is
therefore likely to drastically affect 'single habitat'
birds., This is because 'single habitat' spscies tend tO
be selective in choosing & habitat. Consequently, red
whiskered bulbul and jungle crow will not be s0 much
affected, beeause of their adaptability to a wide range

of habitats.
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%hg E.j,mgggg Egtete Heronry =~ b e ¢ The Simpson
statc Heronry has been in existence since the early 1960's .

Tt is located at Sembiam, in North Madras and ig about 6 lkm
from the Perambur Feilway Station, The approech is through
the main gate of this industrial egtate,

The negting area is roughly a square piece of flat
ground, about 400' x 400', Two fair-sized tamarind trees and
over 30-40 neem trecs form the core of the heronry, It is
protected on 3 sides by a shockade of thormbushes which
offer o second line of nest platform, used by late-
breeding egrets., The trees lining the roads inside the
catate are not favoured nest-sites, They provide nest
matorials such as twigs, leaves etc.

The night heron (N nycticorax) has been the earliest
coloniger. From about 30 pairs in early sixiieg, their
population had touched the 1000+ mark in early 1984, It is
perhaps -the most prolific breeder in the heronry.

The 1ittle cormorant (P.niger) has been a recent addition,
About 100 pairs coionised the heromry in late 1962 and
commenced breeding. In early 1984 about 1000 birds were
countcd while returning to roost, A 30 percent dip in the
population was noticed in mid-February. After some fluctu-
ation, the population seems tO have levelled at 600+ in
late March 1984, The reéason for the fluctuation in the
population is not clear. The breeding behaviour of the
birds is conditioned by the monsocn rains and the cormorants
are imown to wander a great deal locally, influenced by
the availability of large reservoirs of water. Their
wanderings could perhaps account for the fluctuation.

The arrival, breeding snd fluctuation pattern of the

(P.fuscicolis) parellels that of the cormorant, About
50-60 birds could be o fair assessment of their present
population in the heronry. As most of the hirds have #ome
to the end of their nesting season, these birds are
presumebly roosting in the estate.



About 10 paire of large egrets (E.alba) were observed
nesting in November, 1983, In early -January about 200
birde were to be seen. At present about 50-60 of them
return regularly to roost.

Phe 1ittle egret (E.gerzetta) bas been another new
addition to the heronry, About 10 breeding peirs were '
observed in September, having colonigsed the estate sinee
August, 19835. There was a gspegtacular increase in their
numbers and in early January '84, there were 800+ of
these beautiful birds. Currently, there are about 450=500
birds, few of them still nesting,

Criticsl identification of the median egret (E,intermedia)
as o nesting bird was possible only in mid March '84, TwoO
pairs were noticed breeding with little egrets,

Apart from these birds, lknown %o nest at the heronry,
there have been some visitors, which might settle down to
breed in the near future.. They are: The Grey herom
hite ibis-four birds had visited the estate on 11,1,84
and the pond herdn.

The mein feeding grounds of these nesting waterbirds
appear to be locatcd well outside the estate, There are
several lakes in the near vicinity such as Manali,
Madhavaram, Rettai eri, Red hills etc,, which could be
utiliged by the birds.

: A-large 1ily pond, ebout 10 feet deep, attracts a
large number (70-80) Pond herons. 4 large number of
immature night .herons, little and large egrets and a few
cormorants congregate here daily for feeding, The pond
algo provides an idesl habitat for a pair of white-
breasted waterhen, which have raised a brood here in
1983, Since early Feb., this year, a palr of Dabchicks
(P.ruficollie) have been observed regularly, They have
successfully nested and raised a family of 3 young ones.

The pheasant-tailed jacana used %0 be seen a' the pond
Three species of king fisghers the pied, small blue and the
white-breasted are regular inhabitants.

There is not, apparently, much-predation at the
heronry. Predation, if any, could be from pariah and
brahminy kites, scen hovering about, during the peak of
the breeding season . A few feral cats seen in the

neighbourhood may also pose some hazard. Human predation
ig nil. (77? - Editors).
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The heronry owes its exi stence to0 the keen interest
in wildlife and conservation evinced by the Vice—-Chairmen
of the Simpson Group Com anieﬂ"Hr.hizriahnamurthy,
o Sswynne end lr.Ratnen of the Sembianm Lstate are
a180 deeply committed to the protection of these birds.
The vigilance of the security staff ensures protection.
from human predation.

The credit for discovering the gite goes +Go the
Wight herons, "the cormorants and the egrets which casghed
in on the security and privacy aveiladle in the estatie
and settled to breed. £
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Correspondence* Y o
nirds_and Beeg by Raniit R.L.Jsniels, Centre for

Toological Sciences, Sirsi 58l 402: An often reparted
observation is thet the small green bee~eater, wherever they
are common, are & nhisance o bee-keepers. Though I have
never geen Gthese:bee-eaiers in sction, in & bee-farm, I

have heard people say that the birds perch cc-nvientiy on
posis near the hives and destroy all bees flying in and
out., This seems true as 1 have seen che stnut-headed bee=
eaters snd Other: birds take the wild honey beeg from their

hives in the forests here.
1

The wild rock bees (Apis dorseta) are probably %he .
most ferocious of all Indian bees. Its quite common %o
gee large hives hamging ,down fyom t2]1 buildings, rocks
or trees not only in forests, but in urbsn aress too, An
American friend, who was working on these bees, for his
thesis, in Sirsi, ofien told me +that the che stuut-headed
bee~eaters regularly feast on these bees. According to
him & bird delibrately flies To the hive flushing %ht
regting beeg and flies baek with at least a few angry bees
following it. The flying bees then fa211 prey to the rest,
of the flock. I could not fully accept his account on
bee—-eoter behaviour till I could see it myself. On a few
occagions in places around Sirsi, I heve seen chesgtnui~-
headed bee—eabers and grey drongos collect in large flocks
around these rock bee—hives and from morning till evening
feast on the beesi: Once a pair of hill mynes were at it
t0o0, Kach bird flies %o the hive and comes back to post
with a bee in ite beak, I did not actually see the
‘Leader bird' flushing bees and the rest snapping away in
the air, ~ §till, since my friend has spent 2 much longer
time than I ever can with the beesg and bee—eaters, his
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observations cannot be ruled out totally. Such
behaviour is understandable as the bees definitely will
get provoked by a bird ramming into the hive or flying
too cloge 'to it and, chase the bird, only to their doom,
However this need not straight away be called a
delibrate action on the birds part,

Em—mm=——s=—osommssSos ST

Bamboo negiboxes by Dr.Jogeph George, 189 Fixr s Cross Rdg,
aigm;_ﬁﬂmh.ﬂm&;.m_ﬁif@& &e Editor has drawn
attention in the April-May 1984 Newsletter for Birdwaichers

to the suitabllity of bamboo for artificial nesting sites
for hole-nesting birds.

An important precaution to take with bamboo is not
+o0 use nestboxes that have splitl down the entrance hole,
Birds may get caught by the leg in the split,

Freshly cut green bamboo han eagily be treated with
= preservetive congisting of copper sulphate and sodium
dichromate so0 that the treated nestboxes will last several
years,

Convert the freshly cut green bemboo into short lengths

of 150 centimetres or less .and let them stend on end in a

trough containing a solution of the preservative 1o a

depth of say 25 cm. After seven days, remove the bamboo

from the trough and let them dry in the shade., The

preservative esolution is prepared by dissolving 5 kg

copper sulphate and 5 kg sodium dichromate in 100 litres

of water to which 250 grams glacial acetic acid had been
added, .

I mey once again be emphasised thet this method of
preservative treatment is effectiveronly for freshly cut
green bamboo, . . .

LR ST T = — e

Miscellaneous obgervations by Harldiras S.S5eu:h2, C/o S.F.
Regidence, Sikar—55200L, Rajagthan: '

Birding in Tripura: I got the opportunity of visiiing
Tripura when my father was the Commanding Officer of the
Rajasthen Armed Constabulary posted at various places in
the State, I stayed there for = month (January 14 -
Febrwary 13, 1982), I vieited not only the importent towns
but als0 inaccessible places vwhere the jawans were pogted,
What struck me was the absence of house crows (Co
splendens). Ixcept at Agartala, the largest town in the
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observations cannot be ruled out totally, Such
behaviour is understandable as the bees definitely will
get provoked by a bird ramming into the hive or flying
%too cloge to it and, chase the bird, only to their doom,
However this need not straight away be called 2
delibrate action on the birds part,
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Bamboo negiboxes by Dr.Jogeph George, 189 Firsli Crose Rd,,

_Mghalakghmi Layout, Dangalore 560 U36: The Editor has drawn
attention in the April-~May 1984 Newsletter for Birdwaiuchers
to the puitablility of bamboo for artificial nesting sites
for hole-nesting birds.

An important precaution to take with bamboo is not
+0 use nestboxeg that have split down the entrance hole,
Birds may get caught by the leg in the split,

Freshly cut green bamboo can easily be treated with
= preservetive congisting of copper sulphate and sodium
dichromate so that the treated nestboxes will last several
years,

Convert the freshly cut green bemboo into short lengths

of 150 centimetres or less .and let them stand on end in a

trough containing a solution of <the preservative 1o a

depth of esay 25 cm. After seven days, remove the bamboo

from the trough and let them dry in the shade, The

preservative solution is prepared by dissolving 5 kg

copper sulphate snd 5 kg sodium dichromate in 100 litres

of water to which 250 grams glacial acetic acid had been
added, :

I% may once again be emphasised that this methad of
preservative treatment is effeciive-only for freshly cut
green bamboo, . ;

Miscellaneous obgervations by Harldrad S.Senzha, C/o S.P.
Regidence, Sikar-=37200L, Rajagthan: ‘

Birding in Tripura: I got the opportunmity of visiiing
Tripura when my father was ‘the Commanding Officer of the
Rajasthan Armed Constabulary posted at various places in
the State, I stayed there for = month (January 14 -
February 13, 1982)., I visited not only the important towns
but also inacecessible places where the jawans were pogted,
What struck me was the abgence of house crows (Corvus
splendens). Lxcept at Agartala, the largest town in the
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State, where I counted 10 one afternoon, they are absent
aro cities, towns, and villages., Perhaps the good
sanitation of the state is responsible for it. The
scavenger thus finds it unsuitable to live +here, However,
sjungle crows are common.,

fucalyptus and birdg: Since Jemuary 1984, I have been
observing the utility of this tree for birds wi thout

bothering about studying other ecological factors, In ny

+ bungel oy compoumd there are five eucalyptus trees, Among
the birds which uge them for perching are iedvented bulbul,

- common mynah, ring dove (elso during coursship once),
purple sunbird, green bee-eater, house crow, coppersmith,
end robin. During Februery, white eyes hunted energeti-
cally emong their foliage,

. In western Delhi, I once saw more than 15 e=t+le
egrets on one eucalyptus tree, Here I might also mention
that baya has been reported to0 have selected eucalyptus for
nesting (Newsletter, April 1980),

In April, I was in Meerut and had the opportunity of
vieiting Bieola Village where Sondhi brothers own & 200
acre farm. Their 'forest' has more than 2 lakh trees of
eucalyptus and subabul., There, at dugk, I found king
crows very active. I was told that the birds ave
increasing on the farm.

Laclk e ?JJ.%E. n_Gepganagar dighric: ﬁ%ﬁf_\bﬂ* : Toda
E the%.ﬁ:f‘.ga s-dé‘nareaa nfaggngmgga?gfat ct, 'B%ack 7
partridge (Francolinus fr: colinug)is a common e bird,
This m‘g not BEP%E:; lg:e%,aﬂfﬁ'e early settlers, ﬁﬂltﬂing
my grendfather, who came from the Punjab, where this game
bird ip common, did not find it in the district. With
the coming of the Ganga Canal, in the late twenties, the
landscape completely changed. During the thirties and
forties, the presence of this bird was felt, but it
was not common, Today, it affects well-watered tracts
of the district and. possibly it is spreading southwards.

e it

Occurrence of the glogsy ibis at Bedanthangal by

§ift Siromoney, Madras Chrictian College, Tambavam 6 029 :
In the Januery-February issue of the Hewﬂletteﬁlg&ﬁ
Mr.R.Kannen reported having seen a pair of glossy ibises
on a Barringtonia {ree in Vedanthangal, and agked the
readers whether the birds had been seen before at
Vedanthangal. He also meniioned that the checklist.



13

prepared by the Forest Department cantains the black ibis
but not the glossy ibis. In February 1968 Mr.R.A.Stewart
Melluish had seen more than twenty glossy ibises in the
Madurantakam tenk which is very close to Vedanthangal,

His letter to the editor was published in the March issue

of +he Newsletter for Birdwaichers. In the June issue of the
gsame year MrS.K.Reeves sent his comments on the glossy

ibis, which according to Beker and Inglis(Birds of

Southern India) is & permanent resident in the well- i
watered districts and found near large tanks. 2

On February 23, 1979 I visited Vedanthangel and saw
three glossgy ibises diiping themselves in the water near
+the far end of the tank. 4+ was sbout 2 pm and the W rds
were gone after a short while. VWhen I vigited Vedenthangal
again 2 few weeks later I did not see them,

The glogsy ibis can easily be mistaken for the better
nown black ibis which generslly does not occur in Tamil
Nadu. However Badsha in his Checklist of birds of Tamil
Nadu hes recorded the black ibis (a%t Cuddalore) but noi
the glosgy ibis. We have WO keep a cloge walch for these
facinating birds at Madurentekanm end Vedanthangal

=====¢i_-f:=-_'==m=-:===.—.=—_= =

Courtship digplay in Gadwall,(Anas gtrepera) by Arun Kumax
Beneriee, Researcn Fellow, Wildlife Project Gir, Depariment
of Biosciences, Sairahira University, Rajlot=3 sGujarat:
On 25.1.84 in the bright sunlight of a cold winter day

while I was observing the Demoigelle and Common cranes
gathering on the shore of the Nyari Dam reservoir, situated
on the outslkirts of the Rajkot citvy in the rural habitat, for
roosting, I ceme aeross a flock of active gadvalle,
Suddenly some reared up out of the water and come appeared
%0 be charging others. These are ome Of our conmonest
wintering ducks. Both Pakistaen, Nepel, ell India, lessening
progreasively southwards. Affects reedy marsics end jheels,
large and emall with plenty of cover; open~waiel spread of
dammed reservoirse only occasionally as daytime refuges
(Selim A14 1968). To haove a closer observation I focuseed
my telescope (45 x) on them, Five males were swimulng with
their heads drawn in, the feathers ruffed, the body shaling
repeatedly., As the tensidn increases, two of the drakes
rear up, arch. this heads forward, and rake thelir bill
acrogs the water. Then with the bill pressed 10 their
breasgt, slowly sink back to the water. This display s
accompanied with a low courtship call and was followed by
otill another display, in which the msle throws his head
baeck in an arched position and jerks it abruptly upwerd.
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Frecting and spreading the tail feathers vertically and
1ifting the wing coverts exposing the black and white
speculum +the drakes turn tewarde +the . two females which
were a little far from the group of meles. Then the
drakes lowering their heads and stretching their heads and
necks .forward just above the surface of the water swim

in rapid eircles around the femles., The brown feathered
hens with necks arched end heads pointed towards the

water move their heads back and forth, from front to side.
Thig display was often accompanied by short spurte of
attack, - This courtship display was similar to that of
mallards, Other surface feeding ducks have a similar
behaviour pattern but with a number of variations.

= === e

Birds of Sili Fore Solan, H.P. by Rathin uk.hnrﬁ_a_
ech A 0 Ol > S

L : e £ state, Kal & Oad, is
Solan today. In fact Solan is the name of a small
village, with a few huts, around the temple of Durgs,
locally known as Solan Debi. 8ili forest beging from
this village, extending over 20 km, upto 2 Lill stream
nemed Ashwani Khud - the main water source of the
present township. Though Kalaghat is the nuclear

point of the forest, with the Forest Department Institute,
offices, nursery, etc., the name of the forest is after a
small village, Sili. 5

This forest is rich in primary growth of chil, kail,
birch, fir, and spruce. Lately, secamdary plantations
of ash, mrieties of oak, Quercug incagna, Exaxinug lanceolata,
Pinus roxburghii, Shorez robusgta, &_e_;g:_l._gg BEp. etec,, on
an experimental, trial basis, have been initiated by the State
Forest Department, along with willow and fir.

During the early summer of 1970, when I settled
here, I used to have my moming and afternoon strolls in
this forest, upto 8ili village. I enjoyed every footstep.
The jeepable tract in the forest was used only by the
Foregt Department, and, sometimes, by the P.W.D. Water
supply department., However, once heavy trucks started
ugirg this semi-metalled road, the entire blosphere was
faced with disaster.

The specics Eyrrhogorax P, himalayanus are still
found in this forest. During the summer of _.L77, when
Gregtner was at Chail for field training, the occurrence
of this species wag pointed out to him, because it never
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frequented such low elevations. Similarly, when
Dr.Biswamoy Biswas and Dr.B.S3. Lamba were present here,
for a workshop, they were informed about this occurrence,
But, due to radical changes in the existing ecology :
because of the construction of new roads, I could not
locate the flock, to prove to them that my report was
authentic, :

When Mr,K.L.Mehta was the State Wildlife Warden, in
1970, game birds were strictly protected. The old
jeepable road winding through the forest, with tall
lofty trees with thick and dense undergrowth of fern
and shady moist bushes, were ideal shelter Tor the
kalij, cheer pheasant, catrgus wallichi, cven koklas;
while occasionally, chukur were also observed in the
upper ranges of Cheail,

The veteran and seasoned naturalist snd taxidermist, -
Mr.C.L.Hitehsi, still remembers some tmique birds which
he had collected from this regim.

Previouslir, this region was wder U.P., in Mahashu
district, In 1971, Himachal Pradesh received Statehood,
and new districts were ereated, of which one was Sclan
digtrict, with its headquarters in this towm, As a”
result of this, road consiruction, increase of
popuiation, and aettingt up of new egtablishments, became
the major factors for the disbalancing of the topography.

It is now very rare to see hoopoes, redbilled magpies,
pekin robins or the great himalayan barbet in this region;
specieg which were so plentiful before. The only find
worth meationing, was collected and recorded in this decade,
from Happy Valley, about 2 furlongs from my laboratory, by
Drs.Raj Tilak amd A.Tyagi, in November 1975. It was a
really lovely specimen of the Cushat or the eagtern
woodpigeon (Colimba pelumbris casiotis (Bornaparte)).

It was a really remarkable ccllectim, consi ering the
fact that this is only the second recorded collectim
from the Simle Hills region, the other bein~ in 1880 when
one wag recorded by Hume, We are still in quest of
another specimen.

S

L 2 _Xuma
=_-- _ ce, 468 Bankener, Narela, Delhi-40:
ou might be aware of the Delhi’ Birdwatching Society, It
gtopped fTunctioning in 1971. However, now, some young
enthuslastic persons of Delhi have reformed it. It is
now known as the Delhi Area Birdwatching Socicty(DABS).
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It also has released its first quarterly newslebter -
. DABCHICK. I shell be grateful if you kindly publish
this piece of information in your Newsgle tter.

Thoge who are deeply concerned with birdwatching,
might be aware of the Delhi Birdwatching Society which
existed mince the second half of this century. It was
founded, in 1950, by Mr.Horace Alexsnder mmd Lt,Gen.
Harold Williams. Mrs.Usha Ganguli was an active member in
the late sixties. But after her death, in 1970, it
gtarted defunctioning and ultimately stopped completely.,

. T+ was strongly felt by the active birdwatchers of
Delhi, to have a birdwatchers club Or some such thing.
Mr,Suresh C.Sharma, an active birdwatcher and nature
lover, had studied a lot about the Delhi Birdwatching
.Society. He was very interested in the formation of a
Birdwatchers Club., In course of time, he decided to
rejuvenate the defunct society. Ever since 1979, he hed
approached top officials for information about the Soclety,
but did not get any response., After long and strenuous
efforts, his perseversnce bore fruit and in June 1982,
Suresh announced the formation of the Delhi Birdwatching
Club though the actual inauguratiom of the same took plast
only on 18th December 1983.

- Initially the membership was only 8 or 9, who were
keen birdwatchers, but slowly the number gwelled, and
toddy stands at 50. There are 8 members on the Editorial
Board of the Newsletter. Mr.Suresh C.Sharma is the Editor
of the Society (DABS), which, I think is most appropriate.
He is a clerk in the éena BPhawan in Delhi, and resides in
a small town in Sonipat. He has devoted & good part of
his 1ife and earnings to his hobby end to the BSociety.

1, on behelf of DABS, request all birdwatchers to become
members of this Society and share their knowledge with us.

The DABS has been organising short trips, ever
gince its inception, to nearby ponds or rivers, like Drain
No.8 (Sonipat), Sultanpur Bird Sanctuary, Delhi Zoo,
Hindon River (Gazia‘bad?, Badkal Lake (Faridabad), etc.
More tripe will be organized in the near future. The
quarterly publication of DABS, vigz.DABCHICK, has an
annual membership fee of B.,10/- only, which includes
4 free issues t0 new subscribers. For detalled
information about it, please contact Mr.Suresh C.Sharma,
Old Rohtak Road, Gokal Nagar, Sonipat, or Mr.Gulshan
Arora, DABS Office, 468, Bankener, Narela, Delhi = 40,

e et
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P t Katrei Ghat, Pune by Tacd Mund'ur,
124 andavana, Pune 411004: The heat has nearly
brought all birding to a halt. But I was able to go

+o the Katraj Ghat, where we watched 7 painted
sandgrouse come to a waterhole, %0 drink water, just
after dusk.

- = = L o 1 L - - ,
Bhating igtrict), Punjab: received o copy of
"Sadey Panechi' your book on birds, in Punjcbi. Thanks
for sending it to me because it will help my fricnds who
are interested in birds end birdwatching. Could you
pleage provide me with some advice., As you know, thc
situation in Punjab is grave, The police always stop

me whenever I am on my way %0 wetch birpds. They cnquire
about my identity card for birdwatching. Iu Tact they

do not believe 'that I am after such an innoceent pursuit,
Please tell me what I should do, Once, & poOliceman even
relieved me of my minolta camera md binoculars, Could
there be provision for the issuamece of an identity

cerd for Birdwatchers? Particularly in view of the

fact that I intend to publish o book on birdsl Ilcase

do the needful, so that I ean wander freely in the ficlds
of the Punjb in pursuit of my task, without the
intervention of the police.




Must we choose between a world without paper
and a world without forests?

There is another alternative —

THE M 'n-:mws

" Did you know ?

That for the first time in India,
MPM is setting up an Integrated
Paper-Sugar project. MPM's
existing boilers will provide the
energy for the 2500 ted Sugar
Mill so that bagasse, the residue
of the sugar industry, generally
used as fuel, will be put to a better
use —making paper. Thereby
saving precious forest resources,

For the first time in India, too,
MPM is making a large scale
 attempt to apply modern

{. management techniques in the

3 development of forests. 1500
hectares have already been
planted, 14,000 hectares will be
planted in the next five years. We
sow today — so we may reap
tomaorrow |

Did you know ?

*That everytime 530 students In
a school buy one exercise book
each, 40 bamboa or 4 eucalyptus
trees have to be cut duwn to
produce them ?

*That each morning 116 bamboo
and 30 eucalyptus trees are
delivered at the doorstep of every
100 readers In the form of their
16-page newspaper ?

*That millions of trees are cut
down every year to meet India’s
present requirements of 12 lakh
tonnes of writing, printing,
packaging and other varieties of
paper ?

MPM: where mﬂi isa -nm ncl responsibility!
And figures! In 1979, MPM’s production capacity was 24,000 t.p.a. of writing and
printing paper. Today itis 112,000 t.p.a. = 75,000 t.p.a. of newsprint and 37,000 t.p.a.
of other varieties of paper.

ii] I 'I'I-IGIWGORG PAPER MILLS LIMITED

ﬂegd;. Office: 16/4, Ali Asker Road, Bangalore 560 052,
Mills : Bhadravati (Shimoga District), Karnataka State.

Maonufocturers of:
Creamwove, azurelaids, duplicating, bonds, printing, krafts, manilla, pulp boards, newsprint.
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A SOFTER FABRIC FEEL IS AN ASSURANCE FROM
BARODA RAYON

Baroda Rayon offers innumerable and very versatile varieties in
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Viscose Filament Yarns

SUPREMO
Supremo tangle Polyester Yarn

A better alternative to twisted yarn, comes in 76 / 42 denier

SANGAM
Sangam vyarn for shirting a unique blend of

Nylon and Polyester tangled filament yarn in 120 / 34 denier

BARODA RAYON
The House of Quality Yarns
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the fuel needs of the locals would have been met by gathering
the broken branches and dry bushes. Defying the deity and
his devils, the locals invade the Pac-cha in groups and cut
branches, bushes and trees. As the little patch of forest
contains no hopea, eucalyptus or albizzia, the Forest Dept.
staff appear to shut their eyes to this regular depradation.
Nor would we have complained if we had not been birdwatchers.

In March 1977 some members of the INHS 'discovered!
this splendid place, and they have been visitdpg it from
time to time. 1In 1977,,when many of the surrounding hills
were covered by forest, in this patch of forest, within an
hour or two, one could come across more than 60 species of
birds without going more than 30 meters from:the main road.
These included the Malabar Trogon, the Malabar Grey Hornbill,
Jerden's Imperial Pigeon, the Malabar whistling thrush, the
fairynblue bird, the small sunbird, white throated ground
thrush, black capped and quaker babble rs, 5 kinds of woode—
pecker, and 3 kinds of drongo., The calls of the jungle fowl
from the thick undergrowth of the forest edges and those of
the crested serpent eagle from the skies reverberated fre—
quently,.

But more remarkable was the fact that ‘every visit to the
Pach-cha produced cne or mare thrilling surprises. The most
unexpected and memorable of these was the sighting of that
rare little jewel, the three toed forest kimg £isher which
some of us had been searching for in vain for years in the
most likely spots., On 31.1.82 a single, sluggish specimen
was found perched on a low branch just a stone's throw from
the busy motor roadi It allowed close approach, and photo-
graphy too. On 16-viii-'8l1 we watched a pair of the equally
elusive grey headed bulbul to our hearts' content and, a
little later, came across a Jjuvenile(?) crow-pheasant which
had pale orange-brown wings and greyish head, neck and under-
parts, all covered by a profusion of sha t; thin, black
barss On 27.xi.81 a pair of common wood shrikes were seen
building a nest (although they are supposed to do so only
between March and May). It was a blxk crested baza which
made our trip of 18.,xii.83 unforgetable.

Cn our most recent visit, on 27.,v.84 we were greeted
by two birds which appeared to be as much out of place in
this miniscule jungle as the three toed kingfisher of
31.1.82, These were a male great black wood pecker and two
pairs of the shamal The little patch of woad resounded with
the hammering of the former and the loud fluty challenges of
the latter. We had seen and heard a single male shama on



17.x1ii.83, but had explained away its presence as'on passage’
from remote bamboo forest to another. But our experience of
the 27th May suggests that, although there isn't a single
clump of bamboc left in Ammayambalam Pach-cha, two pairs of
shama have settled down there,

The appearance of the Forest Kingfisher, the bladc wood-
pecker and the shama in this pocket-size patch of wood my
well be due to the fact that vast stretches of virgin forest
have been cleared all round this in the course of some ten
years. Ammayambalam Pach-cha is the last resort of these
homeless refuges. :

This little storehouse of surprises is at present
nobody's ‘concern. We have been unable to find out whether it
is the KFDC or the Trivandrum DFO who is supposed to be the
custodian of this clump of trees. The former cannot be
expected to weep over the loss of saplings and trees from a
place they would gladly take over and turn into a 'plantation';
the latter is too far away even to be aware of the existence
of this little remnant of natural forest.

: "~ The pity of it is that although it can be protected
without any special effort, this ideal birdwatching spot,

=0 close to the motor road and nct far from Trivandrum, is

now being subjected to so much disturbance and despocliaticn

that it may cease to exist by 1990 or even earlier, All that

. is now required is for this patch of forest to be patrolle d

everyday by small batches of the trainees at the Forest School.

This will check the ravage now going on and, incidentally,

enable future foresters to see and learn some basic facts

about forest tfees,

Since the temporary success of the Save Silent Valley
campaign, there has been a spurt of interest in woods,
beasts and birds among the younger people. Many nature clubs
have come into existence. But few youngsters get a chance to
see some wild trees and the birds and butterflies that enliven
them, For such people, if only to listen to the strident
drondng of the cicadas and the bell-like notes of the Bronzed
drongo and his larger racket tailed cousin, Ammayambalam
Pach-cha is an ideal spot.

Repeated appeals to the high-ups in the State Forest
Department to give this little forest the same status and
treatment as are given by the Tamil Nadu Forest Department to
Karian Shola at Top Slip have fallen on deaf ears.. Perhaps a
number of letters from birdwatchers all over India may make
the authorities wake up. Will you help by writing a letter
to the Chief Conservator, Wildlife, Trivandrum? |

o ———



-5--

Birding in Panchgani and Mahableshwar by Taej Mundkur,

-—

124/9 Erandavana, Poona 411004: A WWrF-India Nature camp was
organized in Panchgani from the 6th to the Sth of May at
the Sanjeevan Vidhyalaya, The whole school campus is full
of trees and shrubs as was this sceneric hill station till

a few years ago.

On the first day, we found the nest of a white eye in
a Bougainvillea bush with a single chick that had just left
the nest. Within fifty feet of this nest we found another
nest of a white eve, th:s tire in a mango tree. The nest was
empty at first, but by the time we left it contained two
pale blue eggs.

Cnce a crested serpent eagle sat near the top of a
Terminalia tree and called ocut and was answered by a bird out
of view., 8Suddenly a bird dived out of the sky and to our
surprise landed within inches of the seated bird. It locked
much like a heavy crested hawk eagle because of its brown
breast and belly marks, What surprised us even further was
that this bird reached out with its beak, wings held back,
almost as if to be fed., The first bird then flew off without
feeding it, We later confirmed the bird to be a juvenile of
the crested serpent eagle.

In the days that followed we couldn't spot a single house
crow though their absence was fully compensated by the number
‘of jungle crows., The number of house sparrows seemed limited,
restricted mainly to the market area. Red vented bulbuls
were very common as were the number of their nests. One
nesting bird even allowed some campers to come within touch-
ing distance without budging. Two pairs of white spotted
fantail flycatchers danced in the trees and undergrowth
but no nest were found., Just minutes before we left we found
one, the typical tail of the nest was complete and the pair
laboured with the part above the branch.

Blackbirds were quite common and could always be seen
in the under growth around the school drain that ran down the
hill, Occasionally a pair of Malabar whistling thrushes were
also seen in the area, Jungle bush quail were common in the
adjoining grass patches, a pair of pied bushchats and Indian
robins flew about locking for insects and the latter were
once seen feeding at an ant-hill,

Honey buzzards were scen on a number of occasiong around
the campus and near the table top. The latter is a large rock
to the east of the town extending for atleast a kilometre.



On its north western face is a forest where we saw the
beautiful yellow backed sunbird, yellow eyed babbler, green
barbet, red whiskered bulbul, scimitar babbler, with two
young and a bird of prey that flew Off too quickly to be
identified. One evening, a strong wind blew up this forest,
from the valley below and four or five large birds of prey
were seen playing about in the wind. Three were honey
buzzards but the rest remained unidentified. They seemed
to be having a great time and often streaked across the sky
at impossible speeds.

On a morping trail along the Mahableshwar road we found
the almost complete nest of a white spotted fantail fly-
catcher., The parents allowed <close approach and so we were
able to get some good pictures of them. In the vicinity of
this was probably a nest of the tickell's blue fly catcher
but we never found it. While in Mahableshwar, on a guick
afternoon trip on the Lingamala trail we were able to watch
some quaker babblers; spotted babblers on the ground checking
the underneaths of the fallen leaves for food; black bulbuls,
black capped blackbirds, a red breasted fly catcher, in
addition to a few unidentified warblers, The most interest-
ing of all were a group of seven small yellow naped wood-
peckers. (Picus chlorophus chlorigaster ) which fascinated
us by their camouflage and style of running about the short
trees. Ancother point of interest is about the bulbuls, where
in Mahableshwar they are mainly the redwhiskered variety and
ocnly some twenty kilometres away in Panchgani they are mainly
the red vented variety.

Back in Panchgani we found the nest of a brahminy myna
in a silver Oak tr=e, twenty feet up in a six inch oblique
slit in the main trunk. Both parents were seen to bring grass
bits to the nest and once chased away an inguisitive squirrel.
Fairly close by two more nests were seen, One of the green
barbet, in the dead stump of a Eucalyptus tree, some twenty
five feet up, The other was that of a red whiskered bullul
in a croton bush, with two eggs that seemed more reddish
brown as compared to that of the red vented ones. A pair
of yellow legged green pigeons were seen feeding in a Jamun
tree and keeping track was quite difficult.

A pair of pied bushchats had built their nest in an old
trench probably dug for planting a sapling. The trench was
now full of grasses and the birds had cleverly concealed their
nest in the bottom corner,
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On this trip it was very clear that when the birds were
not harmed they became quite tame and nested close to even a
populated school. Unless strict measures are taken against
the immense tree cutting operations in that area coupled with
restricted buillding and tourism this beautiful place will
soon follow the unfortunate fate of Mahableshwar,

— e e —— — -

Hormbills of the Western Ghats by Ranj it Daniels, CES, Sirsi
581402: Horn bills are a unique group of birds rela ted to
the kingfishers, bee-eaters and hoopoe. With the vanishing
forests hornbills, too have become rare or extinct in most
areas where they once flew, and today a regular feature in

the list of endangered species.

The hornbills are limited to the old world tropics
i.es, the tropics of Africa and Asia., Our country has a
fairly rich representation of these birds., Along the western
ghats three species of horn bills are occuring and they are
the malabar grey horn bill (Zockus griseus), malabar pied
horn bill (Anthracoceros coronatus)and the large pied horn
bill (Buceros bicornis) in the order of abundance. A4ll the .
three species feed on fruits, insects and smaller ‘Vertebrates
viz., lizards., They are hole-nesters and the fact that
the female is made to stay inside the hole (brooding the
eggs) with the entrance plastered with mud, is well-known.
The male feeds the female during this period.

The malabar grey hornbill is the commonest of the three
and can be seen in fairly thin forests also. It lacks the
casque on the beak and in size, its the smallest. Large flocks
with as many as twenty birds is not a rare sight to see in
the forests of N.Kanara. During the winter months and early
summer the birds are very noisy. Their call is a characteris—
tic raucous laughter, The birds either quietly rest during
the warmer parts of the day or make a few abrupt 'coughs!
mow and then. To watch a bird fly is rather interesting as
it appears as if the bird is desperately trying to keep its
chin up while the heavy lips pull it down. Hence the flight
is undulating.

The malabar pied hornbill is less common and often
seen in better forests than the former. In N,Kanara I have
seen small flocks of 4 or 5 birds.itwice in Kumta and once in
Sirsi, The call of this species is rather similar to an

yelping puppy dog.
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The rarest of the 3 and the one that now is absent in
several parts of the W.ghats is the large pied horn bill;
the bird immortalised by the Bombay Natural History Society.
I have seen this bird only twice till now. The first
sighting was really thrilling as, I was only a boy of five
or six then. With my parents, brothers and sisters, I was
staying in an old bungalow in one of the hill resorts near
my home town Nagercoil. The W.ghats ends here and even today
there are a few patches of good forests not far from my home.
We heard what seemed lile the trumpeting of an elephant
and rushed out only to see a pair of large hornbills flying
over the hill across.. It indeed was a sight, I can still
picture that in my mind. Later after about 20 years I saw
d pair in the forest of Yan in N.Kanare. In many areas
here, where one would expect to see this bird, it is either
extremely rare or absent. I once collected a fallen wing
feather in a forest of Kumta and that was a welcome betrayal
of the bird's presence there too.

Its sad that these birds are becoming rare rapidly,
The built-in magnificance and dignity of these birds can only
be preserved by protecting their home, the humid forests of
the country.

A Novel nest of the ashy swallow-shrike by V.Santharam, 68,
& floor) , Eanthorr@e“ffigh Road, Madras 600 0283 Since the
second week of April, this year, I had been noticing an ashy
swallow shrike (Artamus fuscus), every day, near a crowded
and busy area, in South Madras. I used to pass that way .
every morning at B.45 or so and invariably I used to see
it hawking insects or perched on a lamp post.
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One morming, much to my surprise, I noticed the bird
landing on the lamp post with, what appeared to be a
feather, to the naked eye. It deposited the material in t;h.a"'4

e developments that were' to follow, since this was rather
unusual , If my guess wa&s correct, the bird was nesting
or at least attempting.to nest.

My brief observations were limited to about a minute or
two, each day, as I passed that way. I noticed nothing of
interest for the next few days. On 13th May I noticed this
plucky little bird challenging a pariah kite that happened
to fly past and dived at it threateningly. A careful look
at the nest revealed a head peeping out. For the whole of
next week, the adult and the young (I was later able to
confirm the presence of two chicks) were seeén at the nest

—— - s

+hollow atop the post. i became interested in,,.
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and on certain occasions, the adult was seen passing a
morsel to its young, On 18th and 19th, one of the young
was seen perched on the rim of the hollow. It was fully
feathered and resembled the adult. The| other was still
inside and I could notice its head sticking out. I could
not watch their progress during the next couple of days.
On 22nd, I could not see any bird at the nest. The next
day I saw four of them on a transformér on the other side
of the road., On 27th May an adult b landed next to a
chick and fed it with some insect it had brought in its
beak, I used to observe up to five birds on the trans-—
former till about the first week of June, after which they
disappeared from the locality.

The ashy swallow=-shrike 18known to nest on Palmyra,
Coconut or other palms and the nest is usually placed on a
erotch or elbow of some horizontal bough, at considerable
heights. The nest is a'loosely put togethe r shallow cup
of fine grass, roots and fibres with few feathas but no
definite lining,' But the choice of a hollow of a metal
post, at an height of about 20 feet or so, in:a crowded,
urban locality is puzzling when there were three palmyra
trees just about 100 yards away. 1t is surprising how the
birds managed to incubate and raise the family in the height
of summer with no shade anywhere near the site.

e e e
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The avifauna of two waterbodies near Pune by Dr.D.F,Singh,
Zoological Survey of India, Western Regional Statdion, \
1182/2, Fergusson Colleqe Road, Pune 4110053 Pune and its
environs have a appreciably large number of water bodies
where a variety of birds make their abode. A year roum
ecological study was made on Pashan and Katraj lakes. The
bird survey formed a part of such study.

Katraj tank is situated about 9 km from Pune city
on Pune-Satara road. The lake is oblong in shape and has
an area of about 20 hectares. A dam is situated on its
north side while a municipal garden adjoins its west bank.
The south side is marshy with sparse squatic vegetation.
Pashan tank is situated on Pune-Paud road. The lake is
oval in shape with an embankment running on its North-
East sides A waste weir is also present on its southern
side. The entire west side is muddy with a lot of grass
and aquatic wvegetation like Nymphoides, Hydrilla, Cerato-
phyllum, Potamogeton, etc. which form an ideal shelter for
the water birds.
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The following are some of the important birds observed
durd ng field study:

Species : Aoundance
|
Pasha7| Katraj

Dabchick (Podiceps ruficollis) ++/

Little commorant (Phalacrocorax nigex) ++

Darter (Anhinga ruf ++

Pond Hemntéeola grayii) ++

Cattle egret(Bubulcus ibis) +++

Little egret(Bgretta garzetta) ++

Openbill stork(Anastomus oscitans) +

Purple moorhen P.Eoghzrid ++

white breasted waterhen (Amourornis ++

phoenicurus)

ppe brE 0 f*’iII**i

Common teal (Anas crecca +

Pheasant tailed jacanalf hasianus e+t

Bronzewinged jacanaf(lMetopidiu indicus) At

Pied kingfisher(Ceryle rudi-sjj +

White breasted kingfisher +
(Halgyon smyrmensis) e Ta

Blackwinged sEilt (H.himantopus) ++

Redwattled lapwing(Vanellus indicus) ++

Coot(Fulica atxa) i+

+++ Abundant ++ Common  + Rare = Absent

Tt will be seen from the above that the water bird fauna is
not well represented in Katraj. Probably sparse aguatic
vegetation and lack of cover may be discouraging the birds
from coming here in large numbers. Mcoreover the presence

of local people who use the water for bathing, washing cloths,
etc. may be disturbing the birds. In Pashan, although the
water is similarly utilised by the local population, the
entire west side of the lake, which has a lot vegetation,
offer the birds a place of undisturbed tranquility.

et b s mmE =TT
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The great pied hornbill in the Nilgiris by S.Theodore Baskaram, -

55, Sivasani Road, Coimbatore 6410033 Birdwatchers have been
lamenting the disappearance of the Oreat Pied hornbill (Buceros
bicornig) from the Nilgiris, where it has not been sighted in
the recent years. Recently I sighted some, on my way to Ootye.

I alsoc got news of its sighting elsewhere in these hills.
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On 16.6,84 while driving from Mettupalayam to Ooty
at 6.,10pm,, I sighted six birds. To the left of the fifth
hairpin bend, which is at a height of 1,000 metres, there
is a deep valley. The slope. on the other side of the
valley is clothed with thick semi-evergreen forest. It
is'not due to any ecological considerations that this
stretch of forest remains untouched, but merely because
it is too slopy for tea gardens. Parellel toc the spot
where I was, I noticed six birds flying over this slope,
close to the forest., They flew up and down the valley
befare settling down on a tree. I have been driving up
in this route for the past four years, and this is the
first time I have noticed these birds. -

When I visited Devarshola near Gudalur I was info rmed
by Shri Palaniappan, Honarary Game Warden of Mudumalal
Sanctuary that these birds can still be seen in the f rest
adjoining the tea estate, though not in such large numbers
as in the ysars past.

L P S -
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Correspondence

No crows in Kodaikanal by K.K.Surendran, Cloth lMerchant,
Market Road, Mulanthuruthy Post , Kerala 682 314: The. =~ . -
guestion of crows in Kodaikanal, Palani range, Tamilnadi

was first published in Newsletter by Br.A.Navarro,S.J.
(Newsletter May 1973). My reply to his article was
published in the 1973 August issue of the Newsletter

stating the occurrance of crows in certain parts of
Kodaikanal., During April-May in 1971 we (myself and P.B.
Shekar,BaN.H.S.) have seen jungle crows (Carvus macro-—
rhynchos) at Kookal and Vayalakadu areas in Kodaikanal.

Extdnction of white checked bulbul pycnonotur leucogenys
(Grey) in Punjiab by V.Sherman, C/O.Dr.K.K,sShaom, Talwanddi,
Sabo 151302, Funjab: My careful study about the general
behaviour of birds,their habits and habitat in Punjab ‘state
revealed that white chesked bulbuls are dec¥easing in number
from Punjab from the last five years. Only before 8 years

ago I used to see these birds making their nests am chiriping
happily near the village residences. But now in these days

no one can observe even a single pair near the village
residences. Six months ago I saw a pailr crossing a village
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accompanied by a nestling, The tric family rested a
whilé on a tall building and then flew away. Even in the
areas vhere there are green small bushes Malah (thorny
bushes) one could hardly see a pair., These birds were
so common in 1972-74 as if trey were house sparrows. The
reason is yet to be studied, It is very important to ncte
that the pesticides have very much adverse reactions to the
preeding of these birds. My pursuit shows that their
clutches first reduced to only ore, And in/ April,May,
June 1980, I could see very raré nests., Further in 1982

I could observe only 2 or three nests at well suited
places where these birds could breed freely. I went:
other birdwatchers to notice this fact as to whether

their number is reducing in the other states tooZ.
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Errata by Dr,A.K.Chakravarthy, 2359, II floor, Rajajinagar
II gtate, Bangalore 560010: In the May-June issue of
Newsletter, my article, the Blackheaded Bulbul has
appeared, In fact, it is Black Bulbul. The error is
regretted, -

Books available sy
on_loan from Acharya Dwaraknath, Udupit

1. Birds of town and village paintings by Basil Eds
Text by W.D, Campbell, Forwerd by H,R.H, The Primce
Phillip, Duke of Edinburgh

2. A guide to field Identification-Birds of North-America
by Chandler S.Robbins, Bertel Bruun, and Herbert
S.2im-Illustrated by Arthur Singer. Golden Press=New
York, Westem Publishing Company Inc. Racine,
Wisconsin, This book has Sonagrams for the first time. -

3, Audubon Water Bird Guide (Water, game, and large lamd -
birds of Eastern and Central North America) by Richard
H, Pough-Illustrations i Colour Don Eckelberry Black abd
White by Earl L.Pocls. ~

4, Audubon Land bird guide (birds of Eastem and Central
North America from Soutle rn Texas to Central Greenland)
by Richard H,Pough-Jllustrations by Don Eckelberry.

5. The Bird Watcher's Bible-George Laycock. Doubleday and
Combay, Inc, Garden city, Newyork,



=13~

6« The Auduban Society - Field Guide to North American
Birds Eastern Region—John Bull and John Farrand,
Jre. The American Museum of Natural History Vvisual
Key developed by Susan Rayfield, Associate Editor,
n Magazine, \

7. The Peterson Field Guide Series - A Field guide to
the Birds - A completely New Guide all the Birds
of Eastern and Central North America,

!

8. Harper and Row's complete Field Guide to North
American Wildlife-eastern edition, 1981.

9« The Wading Birds of North America (North of Mexico)
Text by Allan We. Eckert-Paintings and Drawings by
Karl E.Karalus, - Doubleday and Company, Inc., Garden
city, New York 1981,
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Eled crested cuckoo 'Chatak' by Shivrajkumar Khachar, Ja

360 050 (Gujarat)s Many migratar birds come to Gujarat, and
it is always thrilling to see the skeins of Demoiselle Craresgs
ard other birds in our skies, However even as a young boy
just starting bird watching as a hobby I haive been attraw
cted to the migratory pied crested cuckeoo, the harbringer

Of the monsoon after the dry heat of summer., Few birds

come from Africa to India and this isone of them. How it
crosses the Indian ocean with the monsoon current and return
when the winds start blowing from the north to the west in
October-November is a saga of a long and hazardous journey
over a stormy sea,

1 have usually heard the pied crested cuckooc for the
first time at night while sleeping on my terrace., The
following short notes will be of interest,

18.6.81 Seasons first pied erested cuckoo at Hingnlgadh,

5.6482 Seasons first pied crested cuckoo passing over
at night and calling. Full moonlicht. Time 11 pm,

Te6482 and

8.6.82 pied crested cuckoo flying overhead and calling
at night. Moonlight and clear sky. Time 11 pm
Monsoon current steady at Karwar-Madras,

9.6.83 Heard pied crested cuckoo for the first time at
night., Flying high overhead., Time 12,20 pm
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2.6.84 Seasons first pied crested cuckoo heard calling
while flying high overhead. 3,15 am . Weak monsoon
current in Kerala since 3lst May 1984,

3.,6484 Pied crested cuckoo calling at night flying high
overhead time 11.30 pm,

Over the years I have noticed a decline in the
numbers of pied crested cuckcos in the Jasdan area. The
Hingolgadh forest is thinning out and constant disturbance
by cattle, goats, and wood grass cutters has disturbed the
bird 1life. The groves of babools and other brush bush
cover with numbers of common babblers the main host of this
parasitic cuckoo are also only a remnant of the past growth
stands, This seems to be the reason for the decline in
numbers of the pied crested cuckco; the harbringer of the
monsoon in the Jasdan area and India.

I ————————— e T e e e







Must we choose between a world without paper
and a world without forests?

There is another alternative —

THE MPM ALTERNAT[VE

Did you know ?

Did you know ? That for the first time in India,

*That everytime 530 students in
a school buy one exercise book
each, 40 bamboo or 4 eucalyptus
trees have to be cut duwn to
produce them ?

*That each morning 116 bamboo
and 30 eucalyptus trees are
delivered at the doorstep of every
100 readers in the form of their

16-page newspaper ?

*That millions of trees are cut ._
down every year to meet India’s 33 °
present requirements of 12 lakh ¥

tonnes of writing, printing,
packaging and other varieties of
paper?

Paper-Sugar project. MPM's

existing bollers will provide the
energy for the 2500 tcd Sugar
Mill so that bagasse, the residu
of the sugar industry, generally

use —making paper. Thereby

For the first time in India, too,
MFPM Is making a large scale
attempt to apply modern
management techniques in the
% development of forests. 1500
hectares have already been

sow today —so we may reap
tomorrow |

m.wkumwthhl-lthrnfmpumm'

And figures! In 1979, MPM's production capacity was 24,000 t.p.a. of writing and
printing paper. Today itis 112,000 t.p.a. — 75,000 t.p.a. of newsprint and 37,000 t.p.a.
of other varieties of paper.
| Mills : Bhadravati (Shimoga District), Karnataka State.
Manufacturers of:

R D RN THEMYSORE POERIIS LMTED
Creamwove, azurelaids. duplicating, bonds, printing, krafts, manilla, pulp boards, newsprint.

Regd. Office: 16/4, Ali Asker Road, Bangalore 560 052,

MPM is setting up an Integrated

used as fuel, will be put to a better

saving precious forest resources.

planted. 14,000 hectares will be
planted in the next five years. We
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De xien Sauraghira Univergity,

: The heading may sound a little odd for this
newsletter, but after spending four interesting days at
Hingolgadh from the 10th to the l4th of August 1984, I

think the name is fine, Mr.Lavkumsr Khacher, Mr,Narendrasinh
Jhala and I went from Rajkot to Hingclfaﬁh. Enroute we

saw beside the innumerable ring doves (Streptopelia decaocto) ;
peafowl (Pavo cristatus), a red headed merlin (Falco
chicquegi'a} and a pair of blackwinged kites (Elanus caeruleus)
On a p By . r

At Sardhar, two tamerind trees were packed with
cattle egrets (Bubulcus ibis), both adults end juveniles;
their nesting nearly over, Green fields amd oOpen grazed
grasdlands, with a few hillocks congtituted the main land-
scape. dJust after Jasdan, we saw a marked difference in
our surroundings. The land abounded with small =nd large
bushes, some trees interspersed with grass breaks, This
area was fenced out by a rock wall breached at intervale by
herdsmen. A jackal (Canis gureug) ran off the road on our
approach and to our right a Chinkara (Gagella gagella)
disappeared, Ahead of us in the distance loomed a bezutiful
castle on the tbp of a hill - a medieval one straight out
of Austria, I thought., Close to i%, we branehed off the
main road, the car = streined in second gear and hidden
peafowl czlled as we drove io the top.

L

Once there we were greeted by Mr.Lelsinhbhai Racl, a
friend who I had made at Jammagar on a visit t0 Pirotan
Igland snd Khijadia, Mr.J.Tolia of the Forest Dept, and
his son Nitin were also there. Nitin end I soon left
for a reccy of the place before it became dark,

Around the castle flew a number of house swifts (Apus
affinug) that nested end roosted in groups under the
_~ceiling in a side gate of the castle as we later found aut.
“~  Red wvented bulbuls (P ot ?gig_x_;} were everyvwhere, A
tree pie (Dendrocitta mﬁﬁ@ called, hidden from view
and later we saw two of them, Overlooking the valley to the
west of the castle, on a high tension wire were a pair of
drongos and well cpaced out were = pair of Incien rollers,
or g0 we thought. Light was fading and we wanted to go
closer. The unmisgtakable cgll of the blackheaded cuckoo=
gshrike (Coracins melanopiera) announced ite presence at
the top of a neem tree, Suddenl; a bonell's eagle
(Hieraetus fasciamtus) swooped down from behind us into a
bush and out flew some mynas, The raptor having missed
ite eatch dissappeared over the ridge.




Going close to the rollers, we saw that one slimmer,
had o blue head and nape., It was the Kashmir or European
roller (Coraciag garrulus) - a new species for me and a very
early record for Hingolgadh. The other was the Indien
roller (Coracias benghalensgig), a resident of the area. A
call much like the common iora ( hina ftiphina) came
from the bush nearby, which ¥itin pointed out to be that of
the marshall's iora {Ae ithina nigrolutea). A pair turned
up in a bush, the femdle intent on yanking out a piece
of vine, presumably for her nest. S0, we followed the
pair ag they flew off. Unfortunately, we never located
the nest because there were other distractions,

The familiar call of the common wood shrike- (Tephrodornis
pondicerisnugs) preceeded the arrival of a pair as they
flew into view, from my left, a female shilkra (Agcipiter
badiug) alarmed me flying out suddenly from a low branch,
causing a commotion among the birds in the vicinity.

On our way back, we saw 2 beautiful chinkara - again
my very first. It smeezed its alarm as it watched us,
alert for danger. It is this sound which gave this
gazelle its name 'chink' meaning smeege in Hindi or
Gujarati. We saw two more feeding on the green grass.

" On peeing us, they bounded away, effortless springs, In

the distance, some densge growth of shrubs hid a neelgai male
/ (Bogelaphus tragocamelus)so only his head and neck could

be seen, Finally at dusk we ascended the castle dicw
turbing a hare, The castle lights flickered rhythmically
to the chug of the generantor - a pleasant reassuring sund.

1lth Augugt 1984: The morning dawned wet and fram 6,00 am
onwards we heard the calls of peafowl, jungle babbler
(Turdoides striatus), and common hawk-cuckoo (Cuculus
varius). As we had our morning coffee, a house swift

flew into the landing wall. Mr,Khacher picked it up, to

let it fly off, But, it flew straight into the wall again
and g0 we took it down to the nests and placed it on a pigeon
nest-box. Two hours later when I checked out, it had gone,

The rain dissuaded us going out too far, so before
breakfast we circled around the castle, Near the generator
room were two rusted water tanks on the ground, In the
second one, hidden out of view, was the nest of a peafowl
with five eggs in it. The bird flew out as we approached
the room. It rained nongtop all day and a short evening
walk gave us only three neelgais,



12th August 1984: The peahen was seen guarding her nest at
0700 hrs. very alert. Lalsinhbhal smd I saw a gingle
Kaghmir roller, the head being a dull blue this time, On
an acacia tree sat two pied crested cuckoos (Clgmator
jacobinug). One gave the other some bit of food, mounted
her for a few seconds and flew off, The female finished
the offering and also flew away. Calls of the marshall's
- iora were heard often, the birds were seen fluttering
about among the leaves of bushes, A bulbul sat on a rock
?ating a painted]grasehcpper. Two male golden orioles
Orioclus oriolug)chased each other, The drumming call

of the yellow legged button quail (Twrpix fanld) was heard
often, Little green bee~eater (lerops orientalig) flew
about the place hawking insects off the grass. On the
roadside a peacock disgplayed its train to a peahen who
sat in a2 nearby tree.

The cloudy weather and pleasant breeze made birding
a real pleasure, The birds too seemed %o enjoy the
weather if the measure of their calls was any indication,
Grey partridge (Erangolinus pondicerianug) and common
hawk-cuckoo were calling =211 the time. A redwinged bush-
lark ( erythroptera) repeatedly parachuted dowm
with fluttering wings uttering its 'se—se-se-se! call.,
Even, the Kashmir roller sounded, a 'krr krr krr' drawing
our attention to two adults and presumably a juwvenile with
a ‘dull-eoloured head. When I spoke t0 lMr.Khacher later, he
sald that this roller was .an autumn passage migrant in
these parts, usually passging through in September on its
passage to East Africa where it winters, Presumably,
ret%ming in spring to its nesting grounds by an alternate
route.

After breakfast, we climbed the ridge to the west,
be yond *Erhich w;J:nghimkui'ﬁ akgz.mpﬂge. (Here we gaw a }
hoopee u s a baybac shrike (Lanius +
a flock %“iarge grey babblers (Turdoides mg;g_gl..m_zi%j, a
several yellow throated sparrow E@ olengig)
and some bayas (Ploceus phillippinug). At the tiny stream
near the campsite, a juvenile white breasted kingficher
(Halycon smyrengis) ate a small fish, it had just snapped
. up. Here, we saw a checkered keelback (Xenochropis
which kept out of view except for it® head which it peeked
out for an occasional breadth of air,

On our way home, we eame acrogs & pair of chinkaras,
the male recognigzed by ite longer, graceful homs. I do
apologize for refering to these dainty mammal s so often,
in & note for a bird newsletter, but they captured my



heart and I reslly enjoyed every minute.l watched them.
Wwe saw two hares and I am definite they are not

the blacknaped hares (Lg}ggE nigricollisg n;g:;,gg%],-ig}.
Since they didn't have a black nape, but had a brownish
black on their tails they probably were Desexrt hares
(Lrﬂl iw}' : x

In the evening we climbed the large plateau, south
of the castle which had indications of fortificatimse
S e O l1i's cagle, probably a first year bind glided
againgt the updraft, stay in one position for as lo
as & minute at a time, While we were-admiring the aer
mastery of the raptor and the swarms of flittering house
swifts, our breadth was taken away by the sudden appearance
of the alpine swift (Apus melba) recing past at tremendous
speeds, We then sat down %o enjoy the setting sun, when
e pair of tree pies and sirkeer cugkoos (EQEW Lleschen-
aultii) came closeby foraging for e last meel,

13th Augugt 1984: Got up early snd went out for a walk
along the eastern base of the plateau, On the rocky ground
with sparse growth of grass, a redwinged bush-lark was
feeding next to the path, It was joined by another which
alighted on & small stone uttering a 'tirr tirr', The newcomer
ho13 out its wings slightly, teil cocked end the vent
feathers fluffed out, The first Wrd rotated so as to
pregent its redr continucusly, After 2 minute or so both
birds flew off, Further along, I spied a rufousbacked
shrike (Lznius schach) fly very suspicioudly into a leafy
tree with something tiny clamped in ite bill. After it
flew oat, I climbed up to find a complete but empty nest.

Later that morming I sccompanied Lalsginhbhai to

Bileshwar, a Shiva temple nearby and on the way we saw
two grey shrikes (Laniug excubitor), an Ashy crowed finch-
lark (Eremopterix grisea)end a rufoustailed finch-lark

g phoenicu ., We returned via 2 Bhimkui campsite
and Lnlsinhbhai was sare tha he heard the call of the
blue checked bee-eater (Merops gsuperciliosug) but the birds
flew away before we eould get a good look, A small bird
with a 1ot of white in the taill then caught our attentiom,
It was the rufous fronted wren=warbler (Brinis buchanani)
and it was quite common in the area, but here I got to see.
it well, food in the bill, As we watched the bird flew fram
tree to tree sround us calling agitatedly, So, we retraced
our steps and sat down to observe the bird land in the ve
bush near vhich we had distrubed it., Investigating we fo
. a well hidden nest of dry grass, a mere foot of 7 the ground
containing three bald chicks.




A great horned owl (Bubo bubo) flew out of a dry streanm

and landed on an open rock giving a wonderful view. After

n petch devoid of birds, there wos a lot of noise from

the bushy tangle ahead of us, Two mgle nilgeis were sparring
not head on, but with their heads side by side, horns locked
and tails held erect, their white rumps stending out like

f1ags in the under bush. They reared t0 .and fro a number
ofB%imas +i11 they spied us. And then they galloped off

in the direction of herd of females and calves, As we
proceeded, we chanced upon & pitta (Pitia brachyurg)vhose
bill seemed quite orange at the bill base end mugt have

been a juvenile.

In the evening, my last, I set off ‘in the hope of
being able to pbqt;kugmph the echinks; I walked south west
towards 'Warali', a-conical hillock. After a guick,climb
up, 1 took some.gnaps of the cagtle and began descerding
the west slope. Suddenly, from under me gsomething large
flew out — & peahen ffran incubalting seven eggs. In her
haste she had kicked' one egg which had hit a rock and
developed a small contact crack on it. In comparision
to the description (Ali 1983) of the negt of the peafowl
being a scrape in the ground, sometimes unlined, at others
roughly so with sticks,” grass and leaves usually well
concealed in thorny .undergrowth both the nests I found
were interestingly differemt. The first negt in the 2
water tenk was concealed, lined with pieces or chips of
rusted metal, a fragment of paper and a piece of a creeper.
While the second nest was out on the open hill side, well
lined with green grass, some of which had turned dry, '
upslope to the nest was 2 rock and & dry thorny bush that
afforded a little protection, With e pair of vernier calipere
I found the mean of the 12 eggs to be 70,63 x 52,85 ma, The
measirement.s of 100 eggs are 69.7 x 52.1 mm (41d 1983].

As I retraced my steps I came across & group ,0f five
male whitebellied minivets (Bericrocotus erythropyeiug)
“chasing me another, In on acacies tree closebdy, & rufous :

backed shrike sat on its nest and was not too keen t0 leave
‘it even on my close appreach., Al a picturesque pond by the
road, ringed by large tamerindse and acacia, I heard the trill
of a dubchick (Podigeps ruficollig). The bird elluded me,

- but instead I surprised two peahens roosting on the temarinds.

It wee getting to be quite dark when I saw the display
of the redwinged bush-lark agein. Checking out some litera-
ture, I find no mentian of this display behaviour. Back
in the castle, the 'quick guik quik guik' eall of the stone
curlew (Burhinug gedicnemus) came up clearly md from the



opposite side the harsh chatter of the spoticd owles (Athene
gmgf,) thus ended a memorable three days of bLirding in a
lovely area, Next morning I caught a very crowded bus back
to reality and normal life.
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The lesgex £ can by A.P.Gupte,C/o.Eklavya,293,Vivekanand
_B.K,Poorey,r=

Colony, Uiiain 456 OCL gad Shrl F-14 Civil Lines,
Dhar 00L: Come September snd the lesser floricean
cotideg indica) appears in the headlines of news—

papers in western Madhya Pradesh because of Lr.Salim Ali's
annual visit to observe it. The BNHS has initiated a
project in this regimm to gtudy the bird which is
“threatened with extinctim owing to two factors. Firetly,
during the breeding season, both male end female birds

are engy targets for poachers., Second, the fype of
habitat required by the LF for nesting (plains with imee-~
high grass) is fast dissppearing. Two LF sanctuaries have
been set up in M.P. One near Sailona in Ratlam district
and the other at Paanpura in Dhar district.

e decided to take a look at this famoug bird and get
out from Dhar in the morning of 4.9.83 for Poanpura, about
60 km away. There are reported to be atleast 40 pairs of
LF in this sanctuary. However, three hours of trudging
through lmee-deep grass proved fruitlegs and no LF obliged
us., Bitterly .disappointed, we returned %o Dhar. Ag the
presence of the LF has also been reported =t Jaitpura grass—
land (5 km from Dhar) we decided to take a chonce there.

It was 6 pm by the time we reached Jaitpura nnd light was
failing rapidly. As we reached the edge of the grassland,

a lovely full rainbow appeared and lifted our spirits
congiderably., Many people regard a rainbow as 2 lucky omen
and, sure enough, we soon spotted a male LF rise 1o a
height of about 2 meters and settle again in the grass in
its typical nuptial display. The jump was accompanied by

a loud croaking somewhat similar to that of o frog. The
performance was being repeated at regular intervals. As

we gtarted advancing towards the bird a passing crow
gspoted it and attacked. The LF flew around in a eircle
and settled again, affording us an excellent view through
the binoculars. As the crow attacked sgain, the LF mnce
more circled and settled. The crow was apparently satisfied
at this =snd flew on towards its destination. As we
approached, the cock flew out once more; but this time, after
1anding it managed to disappeared in the grass. Darknegs
closed in and we had t0 give up the ideas of looking for
the (presumably) brooding hen. Within a week of this, a



gearch with the help of a group of students in this
area reévealed the presence of one more mele, NO females
werec seen this time also—perhaps because of their
obliterative colouration,

Our enguiries with the tribals have shomm that guite
a few of them are familiar with the bird and that, atleast
in the Dhar district, it ie seen in many areas during the
breeding season, One of us (B.K.P) has met a person who
claims to have seen the LF near Mhow in Indore district
and at some places in Khargone (West Nimar) district, The
breeding period of the LF coincides with the OW liomeoom
and it is during this period that the birds are seen in
the above areas., Where do they go after the breeding is
a mystery which, hopefully, will be golved by the BNHS study,

. r—

Eagleg on en  Ant=hill by Renijilt R.J.Danielg, Centre for
Leological sciences, Sirgi 581 _402: 1T was a rainy day in
August when I was in a forest off Kumta, I was elone,
watching birds on an opened up strip of rocks in the forest,
whilé from the far background came a high-pitched whistle,
I knew it was a bird calling out yet, could not very well
make out what kind of bird it was., I was only hoping that
the bird showed up some time during the day,

. The bird went on @lling snd I tried to analyse the
call. It was a long—drawn whistle, sustaining for a period
of about four seconds. After = while I heard the eall very
near me. It was now like a loud 'gurkha' whistle, The bird
was quite close to me. I could guess it was a bird of

prey but still could not see the bird before it flew out of
the tree I had been staring at. It was an eagle about the
size of the lesser serpent eagle (Spilornis cheela)., I
could not identify the bird!

I am poor at identifying birds of prey =nd so had to
follow it to get a closer look, Fortunately, it sat on a
tree cloge by and in full view, With my binoculars I tried
my best and succeeded in seeing the barred tail, the bare
yellow legs, the brown back and the pale browm or buff
undergside of the bird. The head however, wes hidden by
gsome leaves. Later I again saw the bird sitiing and this
time could gee the head as well. The crest wac rather
indistinct, Still, back in office, with the calour
details, call and habitat, I identified the bird =s the

cregted honey buzzard (Peynis ptilorhynchog) using the
Handbook,



On that day I had been following the bird wherever it
went. Once I heard the bird calling out quite differently.
I worked my way through denee bushes of thorn and scrub
towards the bird. A swarm of winged termites (white-ants)
was flying out and several birds including a few grey jugle
hens were at it., I was oquite close t0 the bird which
then was yelling out like an irritated broody hen., I was
surpriged when I saw through the mesgh of stems and branches,
three eagles on em ant-hill, under a thick bush, devouring
the flying termites. Though I tried my best to gtay hidden,
I could not epcape the 'eagle-eyes' and hence, all three
flew out., Two of them were definitely the buzzards and
the third was a serpent eagle. I believe that the pecular
call the buzzards utiered was to keep away the intruding
gerpent eagle, as during that brief encounter . I witnessed
the two buzzards smack on the ant~hill while the serpent
eagle was a little distance away. In all it was an interest~-
ing experience.

QE%E&QE@EEE_E&Q_iiﬂHiﬂEEEﬂLEEﬂ!lzﬂﬁ_hI_&;KmﬂhﬂklﬂIﬂlihx_ﬁﬁ
s Subremanya, Regional Research Station, Mudigere-577 132:
A ten year study between 1974 and 1984 H the outskirts =
of Bangalore Weat revealed the following:

1. The maximum bird species in a two~houwr outing during
evenings, from 57 in 1975-76 to 41 in 1978-79 dwindled to
8 in 1983-84 in the study area. The annual bird species
number for the above periods in the area were 102, 85 and
24, respectively.

2. The meximum bird density excluding House crow, common
myna, house sparrow and roge ringed parakeet recduced fram
about 15'? inl975-76 to Ca 322 in 1978-T79 %o about 50 in
1983-84.

3. These changesg in bird populatians have becn attributed toe
(i) the reduction in habitat types from 10 (1975-76) to

8 (1979-80) to only 2 in 1984, ?ii} the transformation

from wooded to sparsely-wooded to barren land in 1984 and
Eiii) the human activities increasing from 'no activity'
excepting cultivation) to a human pressure of 100 to 180

men + use by 6, four-wheelers; 2, three-wheelers; 26, two-
wheelers/S5 min/km. during evening,

4. The destruction of a marsh (Ca 0.5 ac) and an acre of
wooded aren in planning a landscape of about 500 acres for
residential locality by the Bangslore Development Authority
(B.D.A.) is questionable from environmentel standpoint.
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5, The marsh end the woodland have been found critical
*o the sustenance of evolved patterns of inter-relatim~-
ghips between the birds and the living and non-living
components in the ecosystem,

6. Development of a 'green belt' and roadside

planting of trees are no replacement to the wvirgin
vestiges of such vegetation — patches, at the outskirts of
Bangelore.

7. It is concluded that no proper environmental planning
ig involved in the development of residential local ity
by the B.D.A.

8. It may be suggested that discussion among the envirow
mentalists, the public and the B.D.,A. will help in conser—
ving prime wildlife habitats vis—a-vis in providing a
healthier living for the public.
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Corregpondence

omments on the Newgletter by Tael Mundkur,Jr,Regearch Tellow,

%_Prﬂi_._ect _Dept,0 ogciences, Saurashira Univ,Rajkot-
6005: 1. The Nov./Dec. 1983 issue, had a note by
Mr,Dwarkanath on the spotted owlet atbtacking him., The
following NEB had an explemation by Dr.Sharma that it was
probably due t0 a nearby nest. This afternoon I found a
report by Mr.K.K.Gupta in Assen, way back in 1966(JBNHS
63:443) on similar attacks by an owlet, one of a pair that
repeatedly attacked people, The pld forest guard there

and slmost everybody in his family had been attacked, once

or twice inflicting bleeding wounds. 50, he believed that

the Saitan (Devil) had a speciel liking for him. Mr.Gupta
was certain that there was no neset about.

In my own experiences with owlets, I have never been
attacked near their nests at eny %ime of day or night.
Even, when I once climbed the roof of a shack that housed
one nest and three egzs, both parents just flew off into
a nearby neem tree.

5. Mr.Ranjit Daniels writes in the May/June 1984, issue
that smll green bee-eaters and chestnutheaded bee—eaters
were seen eating rock bees, This February I waiched & palr
of black drongos hunt down and eat a dozen feroclous rock
bees in half an hour, The source of their iresswre was &
large hive that hung under the cement ledge of my old
college roof. Here one bird followed the other = the first
disturbing a few bees as it flapped past closc O the hiwve,



1 %

the follower quickly snapped up one, The leader casually
circled back to catch one for itself. Sitting on the
roof edge they battered their prey before swallowing them,
Blue rock pigeons that roosted under the roof also shook
up & few bees by their activities adding to the drongos
EPpEﬁtei

%. The July/August 1984 issue carried an article by
Dr.D.F,.S8ingh, on a year round survey of two waterbodies
around Poona. The table of some of the important birds
observed seems surprisingly short, with no basis provided

as t0 the reasong of choice. He refers 10 only the common
teal, with no mention of the other fen odd species seen

in varying numbers at Pashan lake. The bronzewinged jacana
was seen along the receeding edges of the lake five years
ago or so, But, in the last three years I haven't seen !
even a single one, yet this bird has beer marked as abundant,
It would have been useful if the year of gtudy had been
given and the scale of numbers had accompanied the abundanee
scale,

Black pariridge in Ganganagar,Rajasthan by Dr.K,B,8, Dhillon,

G N.Khalgs College, Sri Ganganagar(Rajasthan 001l: In
%ﬁﬁ*ﬁ%ﬂleﬂer Vol ,XXIV No.3 and 4, after going through the
account of miscellanecus observetime by Harkirat S, Sanga,
I feel impelled to comment, that before irrigation was
introduced in this district in 1927 by the Gang Canal, the
area was all desert and constituted part of the Thar, At
that time, only birds inhabiting the desert could be seen
here. S0 much s0 even common houge Crow was uncommon
those days. In early fifties Bhakra Canal and subsequently
Rajasthan Canal systems were introduced in the southern
part of the district.

‘With the introduction of canal irrigatim, the entire
ecology of the district has been altered and as a result,
there hae been a complete change in the biota of the area,
including ite Avifauna., Since then the biotope of the
area has been transformed from that of a desert 0 a highly
developed, canal irrigation area, with a vast belt of green
fields all round the year, trees almg the canals, roads,
irrigatio rest houses, alomg the boundaries of farms;
citruse, grape and mango orchards. It was but natural that
the birds from the adjoining Punjab irrigatéd area, migrated
and in course of time got established, in the district.

The pogst—-graduate departments of Zoology snd Botany of this
college have worked out the flora of the district emd have
currently under taken the study of the Faua of the major
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groups, like insects and birds. Already we have listed
about 120 birds for the area out of which about 90 ppecies
are associated directly or indirectly, with irrigation
canals or agriculture and were cbviously absent before the
introduction of irrigetion., Keeping in view these studies,
it is no use to point out only ome bird i.e, black partridge
present in the area, vhich was absent before the introduction
of irrigation. It may be mentioned casually, that there are
two species of bulbuls, three species of cuckoos, golden
oriole, koel, coucal , green pigeon, three species of doves,
two species of wood peckers, three gpecies of king fishers,
grey horn bll, wire tailed swallow and cliff swallow.

How could the later inhabit this area, without canal bridges,
under which it constructs it colonies of mud nests. TwoO
gpecies of migratory cranes and three species of migratory
dueks come to the area for wintering. A1 this avifauna
could not be visualized for the digtrict without the
introduction of irrigated agriculture, by the three canal
syetems, from the Punjab rivers.
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The July-August 1984 issue of th r carriesg two
notes pertaining to the decline in number of the great
pied hombill (Buceros bicornig). It reminds me of my
vigit along with two of my 'insect hunting' colleagues, to
Jog Falls in Shimoge district of Karmataka, during the
1ast week of September 1982. During a brief conversatiom,
the District Conservator of Forests, whom we cantacted
for our accommodation in the Forest Bungslow at Jog,
mentioned that the great pied hornbills were being
poached in the district by some tribals and villagers.
The vietim was always the female, who while she remains
in the self-imposed incarceration during nesting, gete
greatly fattened by thriving on the labouwr of the devoted
male, who keeps feeding her with a variety of fruits,
ingects and small veriebrates.

During the next two days, while I watched birds in
the forest around Jog Falls, I made enguiries with the
locgl people I ran inte, Only one out of over a dozen
T contacted could give details of such happenings.
According to him, the poachers are lured by the quen ity
of meat they get from the plump female, rather than by
the tagte of it. The nests are located by tracking the
masle carrying food in his besk and are kept under obser—
vation till the eggs hatch, Once the eggs hatch, the
female would be dragged out after breaking the confining
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wall of the nesgt, and the young are @l so taken, On one

such occasion the man himself was present vwhen the nest

was broken., He said thait the female had lost most of her
feathers and looked 'real' plump. IT also appears that

the head of the hombill with the casque is a marketable
item.

It is not known how wide—spread this practice is
and whether it is responsible for the decline of the
species. Perhaps Mr.Ranjit Daniel 8 end Mr.S5.T,Bhaskaran
could make enguiries in the areas they frequent,

o e e e

Eye-colour in_koels by Reniit R.J.Daniels, Ceptre foxr _
Ecological Sciences, Sirei 58k 402: The blood-shot eyes
of the koel are very conspicuous againgt its dark face
and an Observers keen eyes can hardly miss them, However,
only the adult birds seem to have this red colour in
their eyes, I once had a chance %0 hand-rear a koel
nestling for a month or so, It was a male amd quite
amuging due to its greed, Though I had handled dead
adult koels several times before, a 'mestling in hand'
was something new to me. My close acquaintance with

the bird led to realise that the bird's eyes were not
red! The eyes were ingtead dark brown or blackish as
are in a crow or bulbul. After some time, the bird was
sent to a emall private zoo., I saw it again as a full-
grown bird after a few months., To my surprise, the eyes
were red! The eyes really had chsnged colour though I
could not make out when, 3

I have not come across such a 'change' in the other
birds I have closely observed., I have omly seen the
iris become clearer and visible as the birds meure.
I believe that the dark iris colour in nestling koels is
a lind of mimicty. It has been documented that in closely
regembling gulls (Larus gpp.), breeding in communal
colonies, the eye—colour is the major factor that helps
gpecies recogui-hion (thereby preventing possible inter-
breeding). Crimson-red eyes in dark-eyed crows' nests
would be outstanding and may reduce the chances of survival
on the koels' part. Hence {as I believe) the koels
develop the characteristic red eyes at a later age when
they are no longer dependent on their foster parents, the
crows and begin to seek their own kind. :

_—.-._.._.q-___._,..,._.__.—.-—-___,_...—.—-..———----—i'-'
R e e e e s Sm———
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A_friendly flvcaficher by Harkirat S.Sangha, D=2 _Reman MNarg,
Tilak Wagar, Jaipur: I usually visit the family farm

al, Jaisemen, Sahabad Tehsil, Kotah Diglrict in winter
seagon vhen the neighbouring Garda leske 1is thick with
birde and the adjoining forest full of life.

This year, however, I went in sweltering May also
and hed an unexpected and personal experience. An
incomplete room without doors and windows at the farm
provided an unforgettable experience during my brief

B‘tay'

4 whitebrowed fantail flycatcher (Rhipidura gureola)

would regularly visit this room to feast on hougeflies
gregen‘t there in hundreds, to escape the intense heat in
he open, The bird was present there between 10 am and
o pm during my observation (May 11-15). He ceaselessly
made sally after sally to catch the houseflics., It was
most interesting to watch him snap a housefly in mid air
with a litfle 'tikk' of the mandibles.

since the room was bare he miccessfully used a cot
as his observation and launching pad. Later, vhen I had.
n emell table placed in the room it too was used freely.

The flycatcher was exiremely friendly and canfident.
Perhaps he senged no threat from my presence, Even the
pregsence of more persons and some disturbance seemed not
t0 hinder him in his pursuit. Once after a successful
gally he perched on my hand|!

He did not mind the presence of housesparrows and
their irritating chirping, But he refused entry %0 any
other whitebrowed fantail flycatcher and defended his
'room' with great determination.

e e e e i e R s —_
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A_ringed pigeon in Udupi by Dr.N.A.Madhyasgtha ,Poornapraina
College, Udupi 576 101l: A male rock pigeon made its app-
carance in one of the fishing boats near Malpe, Udupi,
Karnataka, on 20th February 1984. It carried a thick
plastic ring around its leg with inscription CRPA - 84
4220504, It was retained by a local youth =nd ofcourse,
initially it was reluctant to stay with the other domistic
pigeong that he has; it was furious ad was trying to fly
off. But subsequently, as . days went by, it not only
adjusted to the new home but also became one with the
host birds. It even mated with a white (albino) pigeon
and became father of two chicks on 20th July 1984.
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Surprisingly these chicks were larger and more active
than the chicks born to other meles. But, unfortunately,
both the chicks died of a severe infectious disease
(yellowing of neck), Attempt to save their life was in
vain, Again, after another month, it mated and was
regponsible for two more eggs that are laid.

Now the pigeon is perfectly at home here, does not
even go far off., The question is, where has it come from?
Our attempt to get this informatio from ENHS is not
fruitful., Could anybody tell us?

—

et e

Raptor collisions with Ubility Linoa: A Cell for Infomabion:
by U.S, Bureau of TLand Mapnagement; The U.S. Bureau o La:l%%
Management, Sacramento, in cooperation with the Pacific Gas

and Electric Company, is assembling &ll available published
and unpublished infommation concerning collisions of raptors
with power lines and other utility lines. Actual case
histories -no matter how circumstantial or fragmentary-

are needed. Please aclinowledge that you have such
information by writing to Dr.Richard R.(Butch)Olendorff,
U.S.Bureau of Land Memagement, 2800 Cottage Way, Sacramento,
California 95825 U,S,A. (Phone (916) 484-4541). A fom

on which to record youf information will then be sent by
return mail.

et e
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“SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 1985
WIiLL BE APPRECIATED"



Editorial: Readers will remember that I had suggested
that in 1985 a new Editor may be appointed so that the
Newsletter could be given a fresh look,

I now think a better plan would be t0 appoint a
guegt editor for particular issues. I am glad to say
that Dr.Kumar Ghorpade has agreed to produce the January-
February issue of 1985,

I hope all of you who have subscribed to the Newsletter

in 1984 will continue to do s0 in 1985. I would appreci=
ate if your money orders and chegues come in soon, Please
write your addresses clearly. Cheques should be made in

the name of Newsletter for Birdwapchers.

— e s e o ———
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Negting of the Great crested grebe at Khijida by Taej
Mundkur,Dept,of Biogeiences, Saurashtra University,
%%jkng 360005: On seeing just a single great crested grebe
odiceps cristatus) in its winter plumage at Bharatpur,
Rajasthan in November 1982, I was quite thrilled to see
gix of these beautiful birds in the fresh water marshes
at the Khijidia Bird Sanctuary. All these birds were in
Prime breeding plumage, upstanding blackish éar tufts and
chestnut frills ending in black on both sides of the head.

- On 30th September, I revisited the marsh and was over—
joyed to see four pairs of adult grebes with chicks, Three
peirs had three chicks each (a normal clutch being of three
eggs) and one pair had two. The chicks were roughly the
same size and were striped black and white on the head and
neck, the back being e dull black.

The parents were seen feeding the chicks, in one case
it looked bike a small fish., While the fish was being
offered, a little tern hovered above in the hope of pinching
it. The chicks stayed cloge to their parents and once when
both adults had disappeared underwater, one of the chicks
became alarmed and paddled rapidly towards a family of coots,
and when the parents resurfaced, the chick returned to them,
On another occasion one of the chicks wae seen riding on the
back of ite parent, hidden out of sight except for its head
that showed out from near its parents neck. This behaviour
wag seen on later visits, on 4th October snd 19th October,

The Synopeis states that this grebe breeds in Baluchistan,
Ladakh and possibly Nepal. It is a winter visitor to northern
India, south to Kutch and Orissa.
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The only other breeding record of this bird is from
Kharaghoda, Gujarat when one nesgi with three egge was
found by H,Bulkley in 1891, He shot one parent and
collected the eggs, which he sent %0 the BNHS collectiom,
The next yesr, he reported that no birds nested there at
the lake.

In addition to these family groups, we als0 saw five
adult birde in breeding plumage. Adult birds have also been
geen this summer in Rajkot and I plan +t0 search all the
water bodies possible during the next neeiing seasmn.

=ttt = = —
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Exodug .of the Foregh Magtail from Madras by R.Kennan,BWHS
Remearch Station, Bhsratpur 32L0CL: The pretty little
forest wagtail is a common winter visitor in Madras, Ome
can, without much difficulty spot these birds foraging
beneath the undergrowth in the woodlots or shady sasuarina
plentetions outside the city. It arrives around the last
week of September and since then, cen be seen pracilcally
every month till the subseguent summer.

I wae gitting in the porch of my house =round 5 pm
on the 18th April 1983, when I was taken aback U0 see a
forest wagteil alighting on the weed infestec garden in
front of me . For the next foriy minutes, I along with
my family members observed +the bird as it moved about
the entire gardsen, rumn after insects and flapping its .
tail from gide to pide., Seeing this forest bird in the
heart of Madras city is without doubt &a rare occasion
and, as I was watching the bird, it dawmed on me that the
bird could perhaps be on the verge of migrating back
north. I decided then to investigate the exact pattem
of departure of this species from Madras by visl ting the
promiging areas as much as possible for the next few days,

Early on the morning of 25th April I was at the well
wooded campus of the Theosophical society, on the southern
banks of the Adyar estuary. Within three hours of strolling
about the area, I sighted atlessgt gix to ten forest wagtails,
Most of them were wandering about the chady forest, while sorn
of them sat perched on low branches, uttering their 'pink..
pink' ealls. Moreover, I saw seversl individuals as They
kept flying owver the tree tops from one forest glade to anoth
Since they were so common that day I prooume that most of
them must have been the north bound epring pacsage migrants,
emigrating from their winter quarters in south west India.
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A couple of days later, on the 28th, I was at the
same campus once again at about the same %time. Though thie
trip yielded a good bag of 51 bird species, I recorded that
the las: of the wagtaile had left., But when I came to the
game foregt on the 30th April, and egasin on the lst May,
I saw atleast a pair each day, very close to the main
entrence, In some of the birds there was a distinct
tdollar' in the upper gorget of the breast, thereby
making the pattern quite striking.

My last record of the forest waglall for the season
came on the evening of 6th May when I heard first and then
gaw & bird a few minutes before sunset. The bird kept '
very actively rumning about feeding, despite the gathering
gloom,” snd just 2s dusk deepened into darimess, 1% flew
up vertically %o the %topmost canopy of a tree where 1 lost

I did noi come scrose any forest wagtail when I went
birding sround the ssme campus on the 8th May, nor did I
gee any. for the rest of the summer. I did want to keep
traclk of their movements and seasonal occurrence at Madras
for atleagt the next few years, but by December 1983 1
found myself far away at Bharatpur, But I hope the other
/S birders will gather more information about these lovely
birds in forthcoming years.
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Vultures arriv at Carrion by Arun Kumar Baner jee,

ﬁﬂ.ﬁr atra University, Rajkot _m= Mog%_of ug

L csm.ﬂﬁ.er_mlﬁr.e_ﬂ rather 10 ome ’
and most bird authorities are singularly unenthusiatic

about 'one of the most hideous birds in the world'., Most
writers are nevertheless unstinting in their praises of

the magnificent flight powers. Mountfort (1958) recorded
vultures from an aireraft at heightes of upto 15,000 feed
over Africa. Useful scavenging qualities of wvultures are
algo acknowledged, Their service to mankind throughout
those parts of the world which they oceupy is of inestimable
value, for without them a great part of the overpopulated ;
tropice snd semi-tropice might well be uninhabitable.

Vultures in genersl are scavengers and they have

- fascinating feeding habits. But there are exceptions to
this rule., In 1961 C.W.Benson noted one White~headed near
Lusaks (Afrieca) feeding on flying-ents in company with two
eagels, one Montagu's Harrier, atleast 50 pied crows and
meny black kites. But in the Gir Forest, I have noticed
vultures scevenging on lion =nd leopard kills.

i 2
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Flying vultures watch each other and follow the one
that first locates carrion and sometimes they zlso fellow
certain mammclisn predators 0 locate carrioca, If the
carcegss ig not attended by other species of birds and
mammals end not hidden in deep shade they c:n easily
locete it. It is quite a common eight in the Gir Forest
to find lion on a fresh kill with vultures a2lready patienvl}y
waiting in the surrounding trees. I have even observed
geveral Whitebacks settle in & tree adjacent to the gite
where 2 atruggle between = lion and a buffalc was s%ill in
progress. Macworth-Praed amd Grant (1952), while admitting
the vultures eyesight ie undoubledly remsrkavle, suggest
that 1% is not so much the cnimals that are watched as the
behaviour of lower—flying kites =nd ravene, Thie is
gulte probable in the Gir Forest where the appearsnce of
house 'nd jungle crows on large predator Ildlls are usual.
In severzl NHational Perks of Africa 10 locate pozchers the
vulitures pitching down into the trees from high up in the
egky are obgerved from = great distence. Olfagctory sense
poadbly plays 2 part in carrion location., While I w=s
observing from a hideout, a large number of vultures on a
buffalo carcass for two hours, everything went normally
but: suddenly, the chenge in the wind directiom coused the
masc of birds to leave the carcass end eit on a nearby
tree,

Ag long as the wind rem=sined in the sszme direction
no feeding took placei al though geveral times individual
birde landed for short intervale near the cargass. “he
species involved were whitebacked and longbilled, Feeding
recopmenced when the wind changed, again 4o put me dowa wind
It was remarkable that the birds were able 4o identify a
humicn smell inspite of tha?’ stinking carcerns.

Vul tures are guite cautious while approaching the
carrion. They only descend o the ground if there are no
gigns of mammglian predatore or scavengers which may
congtitute a source of danger to them. Actually before
ladding the method uged is for one of the birds %o circle
at decressing heights and settle on a nearby tree before
lending. It has been =ls0 observed thet the firgl bird
will give 2 tentative peck accompanied by a backward jump,
geeningly to0 test the quslity of the carcaass,

e e e e e e e . - e ———
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The golden oriole of Kinngur digtrict by Rathin Mukherjee
ond_Mehesh Chendra, High Altitude Zoology Fileld Station, Z4.S5.1.
%%igg, H.P.: 1t was our third trip to the Digtrict of

ngur, H.P., to undertoke a survey of the fauna of that
region. All day long while collecting fauna, there was no
sight or sound of any bird. ALl of a2 sudden we heard
Pia~au~0, Pia—au—-o,the pleasant familiar loud melow whistle
of the golden oriole. The golden oriole arc of a shy
na’sure, and hence it was Very difficult for us to watch this
bird at a cloge distance, Moreover it was Ilying high up
from tree top to tree top . After a few moxe Pia=cu=o0,
Pia-au-o, the golden oriole was not seen oOr heard,

_ After a few days we moved camp t0 Karcham, and on
moving there, we were greeted by the familisr whistle of
the golden oriole, =2nd we spotted a pair in the vicinity of
the P W D Rest House.

We think that this is e new arrvival, as no sighting of
the golden oriocle has been reported in this region over the
pest one decade, and we think thet this is a case of a reeent
appearance of oriolus Kundoo in this region,

After completing our survey on fauna, we had %o degamp
=nd hence we had no time to gather any more information
about “he birds. We do hope that other birders will spend some -
time in gathering details of these birds. |

el T 8 1 i . g i el A 5 . e T A  T— N o T R e e

Correspdndence

Killing more than if necessary by Satish Kumax Sharma,

1/C Mixed Plantation, Tatar Pur, Alwar Raj: On the 2nd of
June 1984, while I was inspecting my fores%u nursery at the
Tatarpur forest divisgion of Alwer, I saw e pair of grey
shrikes (Lanius excubitor) feeding their little one with
what looked to me like crickets which they caught among

the polythene bags containing seedlings of Eucalyptus.

After a while they stopped feeding on crickels anc impaled
their prey on thorns of Acacia Tortlis which they nibbled at
interval s.

On my return on 13th of June 1984, I watched their *
sotivities more closely with the help of my binoculars and
noticed one of the adult shrikes attack a common Indian
monitor lizerd (Varsnus bengalensis) end on getting hold of
it had it impaled on 2 near by bush and began eating and -
feeding its little ones. After their feeding was over they
flew away %o a nearby tree,
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On 2 rainy day one July, when I was inspecting Tatarpu
mixed planiation 'A', I once more noticed = grey shrike fly
down to the ground to get hold of a2 ceniipede. After a
short struggle the shrike succeeded in Idlling the centiped:
which it carried %o a Acacia Tortlis and begen removing the
poisonous fangs and legs of the centipede. Having got rid
of them began feasting on its prey along with its little
ones,

mnmyﬂMrmmﬂmmIhweﬁmnﬂthgmg
shrike attack, kill and feast on a veriety of insects,
I have also noticed they would not complete the meal et one
@ltting ° but nibble on the remaing 2% leisure, before
making s fresh attack.

— e —— e T e T e e
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zelephone poles used for perching by the lasgger falcon in
the Thar Degert by Dr,V.C,Soni, Department of Biosciences,
Saurashtra University, Rajkot 360 005: the Ther Desert
the populetion of the spiny tailed lizard uromsstix is very
high. Uromastix is very common egpecially between Rikaner
end Falaudi, The common predator on the uremastix is the
lagger felcon, Falco biarmicus in the desert,

Many birds are found to perch upon the telephone poles.
It is very interesting to note that large number of telephon
poles were found perched by the lagger falcom during August,
1981, _ ' :

The felecon scens for the Uromastix from its favourite
pole perch; as soon as ‘he prey is found it flies to seige
upon the prey and then returns to the pole with the prey.
Thus, in the desert where tree height and tree density ere
smaller comparatively, the telephone poles serve as sites
for the purpose of the perching in the desert mad sugh poles
are being intensively used by the falcons for the said purpo
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Birds of Sambalpur (Orissa) by Heri Prasad Patnaik,Jr,
Lntomologist 8¢9 and ollseeds gcheme, Chiplima 768 026,
Sambalpur(Ori ¢ Sambalpur, one of the hﬂlh%'giims nfzﬁ '
weswern Orissa, is located at an elevation of 154,3 meters
above the gea level and experiences the extreme limatic
conditions. The summer is apite hol and humid with an

average temperaiure of 37,89°C. The average rainf-11
recorded in this area during monscon months was 218,7 mm,
The Hirakud Dam built aeross the river Mahanadi, provided
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maximum irrigation facilities, as a result of which vast
areag adjoining Sambalpur area are mostly utilised for
cultivation. The entire surroundings are clad with rocky
hills and within the radius of about 30 kms., one czn
gce & number of ponds and irrigation tanks. In additionm,
a number of banian, peepl, neem, mango, %tamarind, palm
trees and few other forest treee constituted, both the
road .side and inlend vegetation,

On the whole, the entire area, though seemingly more
aquatic, provides home for a number of birds. And watching
them end their habits, since the last two years i.e, 1982
and 1983, conairrently resulted in a fair list of birds
and gome Of the preliminary observations on them are briefed
in the following paragraphs.

To start with the aguatic birds, little grebe or
dabchicks, cormorants, herons, little egrets, cattle
egrete, cotton teels, phesant tailed jacanes, bronzewinged
jacans, Indian moorhenm, purple moprhens amd coois were
seen in outskirt wvillage ponds =nd tanks, that are cloge
to the river lMahanadi. Most of these ponds and tanks are
filled with floating vegetation. Roosiing of cormorants
along with egrets, are seen on banian trees,. The
cormonants come in for roosting in flocks of 30 to 90 in
the December %tc April. Their nesting sites could be
traced within this locality. They might be nesting far
away from their roosting sites. However, egrets in their
breeding plumage were seen from April onwards. Nests of
egrets and herons were mostly observed on tamarind trees.
Li%%le grebes, being sedentary in their habits, were observed,
in small numbers ranging approximately, from 17-56 till
January. Subsequently, their number increased upto March
when the little grebe parties +that were regiding or
visifing the village ponds consisted of more than 200 birds.
It was.further, observed that they made circular flights
while descending or arcending the ponds. Also, the egrets
and cormorants, before returning to their roosting sites,
~habituslly, made a good gathering "in the nearby paddy
fields and on some trees, at & perticular time of dusk
between 5.35 pm to 6.45 pm and while perching over the
banisn trees they msde circular flight (perhaps owing
to certain disturbance), round the roosting trees. In
the months of December 0 February, increasing numbers of
cotton teals (8~43) and pheasant tailed jacana (10-24)
were glso observed, 3

As regards to the mynas, brahminy myna only appeared
for breeding in the month of January. Building the nests
by mynas usually commenced from the last week of March.
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For nesting, common mynsg smd pied mynes preferred mostly
mango trees, while brahminy myna preferred the light posts.
And “he latter, never left the nesting sites i1l the -~
end of May, but soon after the breeding season, they
disappeared from this lceality.

Birds like purple moorhen and coots were observed
for the first time at this location., On three occasions
during the last two years grey hornbille were gpotted in
the outskirts in the month of February snd March, these bird
were clways seen sOlitarily on the top of the banian trees
moking a cackling sound. The banian trees were still in
a fruiting stage, this probably migh% have attracted the
hombills.

Birds like shikra, crow pheasant, pied crested cuckoo,
black winged kite, collared bushchat, wryneck, pied king
fisher snd white stork, though not abundeant, were sighted
occagsionally.

Besides, in the unmenned areag filled with scrubs
and bushes, along the right dyke of the Hirakud dem, &
fairly good number of redvented bulbuls and the common
Indian nightjars were spotied.

gome of the commdn birds seen were small green bee
eater, blue jay or roller, drongo, ring dove, white
breagted king fisher, crimson breasted barbet, =zpotted
owlet, golden oriole, purple sunbird, finch lark,
rufous tailed finch lark, Indian pipit, spotted munia,
white throated munia, red munia, baya weaver, common
wood shrike, kufous backed shrike, cliff swall ows and
blossom headed parakeets. '

On a few occagions in the month of July, it was obserwe
thsat the baya weaver and the spotted munia built their nest:
on the terminal branches of mango trees, at a height of
11-12 meters. This seemed quite unusual, so far the habits
of these birds are concerned.

Lately, it is worth to mention that the melbar
whigtling thrush, whose occurence in sambalpur(Orissa)
mentioned in the book of Indian Birds (pp=223) are
" yet 1o be located.

et — St s sl




Cover Picture: SPOONBILLS (Platalea Leucorodia) — Courtesy E. HANUMANTHA RAO

Editor: Zafar Futehally
Dodda Gubbi Post, Via Vidyanagar, Bangalore - 562 134
Annual Subscription Rs. 15/-




	Page001.pdf
	Page002.pdf
	Page003.pdf
	Page004.pdf
	Page005.pdf
	Page006.pdf
	Page007.pdf
	Page008.pdf
	Page009.pdf
	Page010.pdf
	Page011.pdf
	Page012.pdf
	Page013.pdf
	Page014.pdf
	Page015.pdf
	Page016.pdf
	Page017.pdf
	Page018.pdf
	Page019.pdf
	Page020.pdf
	Page021.pdf
	Page022.pdf
	Page023.pdf
	Page024.pdf
	Page025.pdf
	Page026.pdf
	Page027.pdf
	Page028.pdf
	Page029.pdf
	Page030.pdf
	Page031.pdf
	Page032.pdf
	Page033.pdf
	Page034.pdf
	Page035.pdf
	Page036.pdf
	Page037.pdf
	Page038.pdf
	Page039.pdf
	Page040.pdf
	Page041.pdf
	Page042.pdf
	Page043.pdf
	Page044.pdf
	Page045.pdf
	Page046.pdf
	Page047.pdf
	Page048.pdf
	Page049.pdf
	Page050.pdf
	Page051.pdf
	Page052.pdf
	Page053.pdf
	Page054.pdf
	Page055.pdf
	Page056.pdf
	Page057.pdf
	Page058.pdf
	Page059.pdf
	Page060.pdf
	Page061.pdf
	Page062.pdf
	Page063.pdf
	Page064.pdf
	Page065.pdf
	Page066.pdf
	Page067.pdf
	Page068.pdf
	Page069.pdf
	Page070.pdf
	Page071.pdf
	Page072.pdf
	Page073.pdf
	Page074.pdf
	Page075.pdf
	Page076.pdf
	Page077.pdf
	Page078.pdf
	Page079.pdf
	Page080.pdf
	Page081.pdf
	Page082.pdf
	Page083.pdf
	Page084.pdf
	Page085.pdf
	Page086.pdf
	Page087.pdf
	Page088.pdf
	Page089.pdf
	Page090.pdf

