
   

                 Deputy District Chief Robert Anthony 

        MARCH 21, 2012    NIOSH NPPTL CBRN WORKSHOP  

              PITTSBURGH, PA.         UNCLASSIFIED (UC)         



                  CHICAGO 

   Just under 3,000,000 people call this wonderful city their home. 
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 This section started as a small outfit that had a few breathing 
devices and moved from the fire academy in 1979 to our present 
location. 

 New to the fire service, firefighters were reluctant to use the 
life saving devices called a ‘self contained breathing apparatus’.   

 It took most of 10 years for the firefighters to accept and don 
the breathing equipment when they responded to fires.   

 The section is responsible for SCBAs issuance and repairs. Along 
with following our respiratory protection program, we take care 
of other equipment maintenance and repair, such as: gas 
detection monitors, thermal imaging cameras, scuba diving 
breathing equipment, and air and oxygen filling and repair. 



 
Our true, written Respiratory Protection 

Program developed after a major 

downtown high rise fire that took place 

on October 17, 2003. Six people died 

after being locked in stairwells. As a 

result, the Chicago Fire Department 

instituted major revisions in our high rise 

incident plan and respiratory protection; 

moves that would significantly change 

the way fire departments throughout the 

country fight high rise fires. 

 



 One of our continuing goals is to help our members 

breathe easier when they are in a fire or haz mat 

incident.   

 All of our employees must strictly adhere to the OSHA 

standard, 29CFR Part 1910.134. 

 The Air Mask Division’s Mission Statement is to provide 

exemplary repairs and preventative maintenance 

services for all equipment used by our “front line” 

firefighters and paramedics.  

 



     

 2000: the CFD spends 16 months evaluating 5 competing 

manufacturers of SCBA’s. 

 MSA is selected by the field personnel after an exhaustive 

field evaluation. 

 September 11, 2001: In  6 hours, all Scott SCBA’s have 

been replaced with new MSA SCBA’s. 

 2007: Funding was obtained to upgrade our SCBA’s to 

CBRN standards. 



 



ANNUAL FIT TESTING  
With over 5,000 members to fit test with two facepieces,          

fit testing becomes a full time job. 



     

 Fit testing is an integral part of the Chicago Fire Department’s 
Respiratory Protection Program. According to OSHA requirement 
1910.134, quantitative fit testing will be performed annually on 
two facepieces that are issued to field personnel; the SCBA 
Firehawk and the APR Millennium. Controlled negative pressure 
measures respiratory leakage. The test takes about 10 minutes 
to complete unless there are failures while the test is being 
conducted.  

 The Chicago Fire Department has established and implemented 
the elements of a written respiratory protection program 
necessary to ensure the following:   
 That any employee using a respirator is medically able to use that 

respirator.    This responsibility is given to our medical section.   

 The respirator is cleaned, stored, and maintained in the storage pouch so 
that its use does not present a health hazard to the user. 

     This responsibility is given to the individual wearing the facepiece. 
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Instructions, guides and orders 

regarding SCBA are developed here. 

The flame is considered the exact 

spot where Mrs. O’Leary’s cow kicked 

over the lantern. 



 Training on the SCBA begins with new hires, the 
candidates. Training with the SCBA will be touched on 
every day the candidates are in school until graduation. 

 The academy is responsible for the continuing education 
of the SCBA for all uniform members. 

 It’s also responsible for the research, development, and 
distribution of materials regarding the use of the SCBA 
and APR. The general orders, the cleaning and routine 
maintenance guides, and daily morning and after use 
check out sheets on the SCBA, by the members that are 
working in the fire houses, are developed here. 



Question:  When Chicago and other large cities started to 

grow after being incorporated, how did city planners 

strategically place firehouses throughout the 

neighborhoods?  
Last run for Becky and the rest of the 

horses on Engine 11 in 1921 

Engine 11 in 1920  

Near north side of Chicago 



Questions?     

Robert  Anthony 
robertanthony@cityofchicago.org 

 Disclaimer: 

 The views and information contained in this presentation are 

those of the speaker and do not necessarily reflect policies, 

positions or opinions of the Chicago Fire Department. 
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