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The term “Vira Saivism’ might have been derived in the following
manner though it has been actually defined in the supporting literature
differently. To establish one's Own bhakti to Lord Stva in unequivocal
terms, the bhakta willingly sacrifices any precious thing of his - it may
be even one of his limbs. That is what is meant by the term vira. The
Vitatra or the valour lies in the Quality of one's own readiness to sacrifice
to any extent for the sake or proving his devoutness to siva. The Basava
Purana and Panditaradhya Charitra of Palkuriki Somana abound in
stories of such bhaktas who could sacrifice everything for appearing
Siva, '

(Prof. J. Chenna Reddy's Research Work
“The influence of Veera Saivism on
Telugu Literature”)
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