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DUPLICATE
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THE

A GUM N
Of the

F IRS T BOOK
He firft Book propofes firft in brief the
whole Subjedr, Man, difobedieHce, and the
lojs thereupon of Paradife where i

l

f
tfe ofh

from God.and drawing to hisfid

Heaven with allhsCre^oJhl^ j^fVhicttf.on part over, the Poem haft, into the midft ofh,ngs prefenting Sttan with his AnJs noTfatcmntoHell defcribed here, not in tfe Center (L

/

'A ///*>/?
ft) £** ™ a place ofutter dar/i
>s: nereSztznwithhis hnge
kejhundtrfiruck andaftonifh

fpace recoveries from conjuft
A 2 him
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The Argument

hmvphonexi'" n S*tmatt>ah»t allhit Le-

,, Mil then intbe fame manner conf

Lthir Numbers, array of Battel, thir f
fterrrard

L
7Z"Z»4t7e 'countries adjoyning, to thefe Satan

7 Til tech comforts them with hopesyd of n-

\ndnel ki»& ofCreature to be created,accord,„g to an

ancient PropheL or report in HeavenM that Angels

werelong before this vifible Creation Was the opi-

nion ofmany ancient Fathers. To ^ nut the truthfind, OHi me iru\a\

ifthis Propbeft

ftrs toafi
"

Ifc

attempt f Satan rift

fudiinly built out of the Deep : The infernal Teers the

[itinCouvcel.

Ofth

SECOND BOOK.
H eCon[ult*tion begnn^Sat^n debates whether ano-

ther Battle be to be ha&zarded for the recovery of
vemfome advifeit ^others di(fuadc:A thirdpropof

'

referd,mention'd before by Satan, tofearchtl
h ofthat Prophefte or Tra

kjndofw mHCh tnjtrtour to themfel
created: Thir doubt whoJhould befent on this dMcull
jearcb : Satan f tor chiefundertake: alone the voyage

\r /
t

i - ^

-J 7.
MB^HH I

I
'I

'A-

The Argument.

is honoured and applauded. The Councelthus ended, the

reft betake them fevtral ways&to fever al imployments,
as thir inclinations lead them, to entertain the time till

Satan return. He pajfes onHifc journey to Hell Gates

finds them flmt^ and who fat thereto guard them^ by

whom at length they arc operid, Pnd difcover to him the

great gulf between Hell and Heaven; with what diffi-

culty he pajfes through, direcie<^by Chaos, the Tower o)

that placebo the [tght ofthis new IVorldwbicb helourht*

G

Of the

THIRD BOOK.
Jdfitting on his throne fees Satan flying towards

this lVorld<,thcn newly creatcd)fl)ews him to the Son

who fat at the right handyforetells the fuccefs ofS\X.m

in perverting Mdnk^ndsdears his own jujlice and wif

dom from all imputation having created Man free and

able enough td havewithstoodhis tern;t^yet declares

his purpofe ofgrace towards him, in regard he fell not

ofhisownmalicc^tsdidSit^.but bykimjeducd. the

Son ofGod renders praifes to his Fatherfor the mani-

fejiation of his gracious purpofe towards Man^but God

Again declares^that Grace cannot be extended towards

Man without the fat isfaftion ofdivine Jujiitc'? Man

hath offended the ma'jefty ofGod by afpiringtoGodheads

and therefore wit h all hisProgeny dt voted to de ith.mufi

dyejsnlefsfome one can befoundfufficient to anfwerfor

his"offence, andundergo his / unipnent. the Son oj

God freely offers himfelfa Ranfome for Man : the Fa-

ther

m

h^'-.w

i i
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The Argument

__ TTiZ^rZinfbis incarnation, pronounce,

ther accepts'wm, SNameti» Heaven and Earth :

U
'£fntT** Angels to adore him

,
they ob^

commands at
inpU ^ tre . eeUb

If W ^F

- of this Worlds ontermofi

firji finds a place flnce cat d the

S> tZcLlms to <he Gate ofHeaven defersVd

r V l a ,ir< and the waters above the Firm*.

Tthest!hefinds there Octet tfc Regent ofthat Orb,

butfirjl
charges himfelfinto the Jbape^of a meaner +-

gel] InJ pretending a zealots defire to behold the

Creation'andMan whom Godhsdplac t therein,

of hint the place ofhis habitation, and is direQ

alights firjt on Mount Niphates.

IV

d

Ofthe

FOURTH BOOK
Atan now inprofpeU of Eden, and nigh the place

where he mufi now attempt the bold enterprise which

he undertook^alone againfl God andMan, falls into ma-

ny doubts with bimfelf, and many pafftons, fear,envy,

dtid defparejout at length confirms himfelfin evilJour-
neys onto Paradife, whofe outward projpeU andfeitu-
ation is deferHe'd^overleaps the bounds$ts in thefljape

ofa Cormorant ontheTree of life, as kighejl in the Gar-
den talooh^about him.the Garden defer ib'dS atans firfi

—J I
, H

'\~

Hr
?v * F1K J

f wL 1

»n Jl
riv

The Argument

[ight ofAdam andEve i his wonder at thir excellent
form and happyfate, but withfefolution te work^ thir
fall } overhears thir dijeourfe, thence gathers that the
Tree ofknowledge was forbidden them to eat of, tinder
penalty ofdeath; and thereon intends to found his tem-
ptation j b) [educing them to tranfgrefs : then leaves
them a while,to know further of thirfi ate byfome other
means. Mean while Uriel descending on a Sunbeam
warns Gabriel, who had in charge the Gate of?aradifey

that fome evilfpirit had efcapd the Deep, and paft
at Noon by hisSphere in thefliape of a good Angel down
to Paradife,difcovered after by his furious geftnres in
the Mount. Gabriel promifes to find him out ere

morning. Night coming on * Adam and Eve difcourfe

°fg°ing *o thir rett ithir Bower defcrib'dj thir Eve-
ning worj/jip. Gabriel drawingforth his Bands ofNight-
watchto walkjhe round ofParadife,appoints two firong
Angels to Adams Bower, leaft the evilfpiritJJjould bj

there doingfome harm tokdzmor Evejleeping? there

theyfind him at the ear of'Eve > tempting her in a
dreamland bring him though unwilling, to Gabrtat;/^
whom quefiiond,hefcornfully anfwersy prepares reft-

ftance,bnt hinder'd by a Signfrom Heaven^ies out of
Paradife*

Ofthe

FIFTH BOOK,

MOrning approach*t,Eve relates to Adam her trow

hlefome dream? helices it not,yet comforts her ;

they come forth to thir day labours ; Thir Morn-

\

m

nu
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an

Z^LfMelendsK^^ toadmomflihim of his be.

Ef of bis free eft ate, of bis enemy near at hand
,ditnceyV] J ,- „_„ a* A whatever pIC* ~._Ift

h
*fi^ defcrib'd, his coming dijeervd by Adan,

afar 'offfitting
at the door of bis Bower ;

he goes out

\o met t him^brings him to bisLodg,e»tertains him with
t r _'.as~,t u, /ilparadife not together bv Evp:fA,\,

the choiceflfruits ofParadifc

difcourfe at fal>le:R.aphzc\pl

n jtateundofbis enemy 5
regies at Adam

requeji who that enemy island how he came to befo, b?-

pinning from hisfirji revolt in Heaven^and the occaftor,

thereof how he drew his Legions after him to the part

of the Norths and there incited them to rebel with him

perfwdding all but only Abdiel a Seraph, who in Argw
mtnt diffnades andoppofes him> thenforjakes him.

Of the

SIXTH BOOK.
Aphael continue, to relate horn Michael and Gi-
bnel were fent forth Mattel agaigftSatan and his

;r
a
rr

TbtWM' dtfcrib'd : Satan and his po»

St\ alT^Th
'\
h ty 1*fiend iaje,fight ft* Mi

tl

L

7Lm
AngiU t0f°me borderMt they It length

on the thirT2 f j tJ™ 1' mtJ° ^ding, GoAthird day
findt Meffiah^^ ^^ ^

b„d

had refewd the glory ofthat Victory : H;i*th> tower
of bis Father coming to the .place , and cavfing all his
Legions to ftandjlill on eitherftde.with hisChariot and
Thunder driving into the midji of his enemies.purfnes
them unable to refiji towards the wall of Heaven\which
opening^ hey leap down with horronr and confuton into
the place ofpun ifoment prepar'd for them in the Deep :

Meffiah returns with triumph to his Father.

Of th

SEAVENTH BOOK.

R Aphael** the requefi ofMam relates how and
wherefore this world was fir(I treated, that God

after the expelling of Satan and his Angels out of Heal
ven, declar'd his pleafure to create another World and
other Creatures to dwell therein 5 fends his Son with
Glory and attendance of Angels t perfoam the work,, of
Creation in fix dayes

; the Angels celebrate with Hymns
the peformauce thereof and his reajcention into Hea
tte».Adam then inquires concerning celejiial Motions,
is doubtfully anjwer'd, and exhorted to feek^ rather
things more worthy ofknowledg'AAzrn afftnts.andfiill
defirous to detain R aphael, relates to him what he re-

member*dftnee his o wn Creation^ his placing in Para
dife, his talk, with G d concerning follitude andfit fo-
ciety, his firft meeting and Nuptials with Eve, bis

difcourfe with the **ngel thereupon ; who after ad-
monitions repeated departs-

Of

>,'u
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The Argument.

Of the

EIGHTH BOOK.
Atari having compafl the Earth, with meditated'

^Jauile returns as a mift by Night into PuHdife,enter,

into theSerpentfleeping.hdzm and Eve in the Morning

g0 forth to tbir labours, which Eve propofes to divide
j

inftveralpLu.es, each labouring apart : Adam confents

net, alledging the danger, left that enemy, of'whom they

were forewarn*d, jbonld attempt her found alone ; Ev<:

loath to be thought not ctrcumfpeft or firm enough,

urges her going apart, the rather dejirous to make tryal

of her jlre*gthsr\c\in\ at lajl yield* : the Serpent finds

her alone \ htsfubtle approach, firft
gazing,! henfpeak-

ing, with much flattery extollingEve above all other

Creatures. Evcw^ndring to hear the Serpent fpeah^ask*
bow he attain d to humanefpeet hand fuck under

ftand
ing not till now\th<: Serpent anjwers, that by tafting of
a certain 'Iree in the Garden he attain d both to Speech
and Reaftn.till then void of both:E\C requires him to
bring her to that Tree, and finds it to be the Tree of
KnowLdge forbidden : The Serpent hlW grown bolder,
wtth nuny niles and arguments induces her at length to
eat; IhcpleaUwnhihetafte deliberates awhile whether
to impart t hereof to Adam or not, at Ufi brinos him of

Adl'*'!' r T S wb« ?*"*** her t0 ^thereof:Adam at firlt.imiv', /..,,»_- • .. . • ~ --'

ife&s
thtref> \
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The Argument.

ihereojin them both, they feekjo cover thir nailed
nefs ? then fall to variance and accufation of one ano
ther.

M

Of th

NINTH BOOK.
ins tranfgreffion known, the Guardian Angels
orfake Varadife, and return up to Heaven to ap-

prove thir vigilance and are approvd, God decluing
thai the entrance of Satan could not be by them pre-

vented.He fends his Angels to judge the Tranfgr>ef)

r
o r

s

,

who defcends,and gives Sentence accordingly } then in

pity cloaths them both.and reafcends. Sin and Death
Htitig till then at thcGates of Hell,bj wondrousfympa-

thy feeling the fuccefs of Satan in this new World,and

the fin by man there committed refolve to jit no longer

confindin Hell, but to follow Satan thir Sire up to ti

place ofMan : to mikp th?. Way eafurfrom Hell to^this

World to^ andfro,they pave a broad Highway or Bridge

over Chaos., according to the Iracl that S Atan firft
made'-) then preparing for Earth, they meet him proud

is fuccefs returning toHell^tbir mutualgratulat ion.

in arrives at Pandemo nium,in full aff'embly relates

b boaft ing his fuccefs againft Man } injiead ofap

tfe is entertain dwith a general hifs by alibis audi-

ence, transform d with himjelf alfofuddenly into Ser-

according to his doom giv
y

n in Varadife 5 then

d with ajhew of theforWdden free fpringing up

themjt hey greedily reaching to tafte ofthe Fruit

a 2 chjw\

mm
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The Argument

4 and bitter a)lK>- '

J ^,1 foretells thep.

proceeding} ofSia an

t VtQory of his Son ovc,

U
,

eiU ' '' nZremvingofalll^ngs^Htfortbeprefent
tbtm, '»/'?"" /*?' mkefeveral alteration, in the
commands ot* b

dam morg and more perceiv

^TVfnonditio'^heavily beetles,rejcOs the con

71
f
of£™\ fbeperf,Jis and at length appeafn

11 ThfnfolJc Jedtfe Ufl, to fallontbsr Of

fri»Z, P^opofesto
Adwviolent wayes.jchub he ap

ZovfsLhut conceivingbetterhopepnts hejtnmsnd

if the Ute ?romife made them, that her Seed [bould h*

riven^d on the Serpent, andexhorts her with bim t

feek Peace of the offended Deity, by repentance an

'application.

Of the

TENTH BOOK
' God prefentt to bit Father the prayer.

j. ft Parents now repenting, and intercedes
fur them: God accepts them, and dedans that they
tmji no longer abide in Paradife j fends .Michael with
i Bandofcberubims to difpoffefs them-, but firft to
veal to Adam future things : Michaels coming

V' K,
m
J
b'm t0 Eve cerUin <"»'»"<' {tins, behums Klchzch approach, goes ont to mCi 7 bim :

beAngedenounces, hir departure. Eve's Lamenta

<tr*«ttU*e fWi thence from th\ fUodreLa,
and

I }JJ**4

,
VV

->;

** 4

m i >

- *\«
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The Argument.

and by degrees explains, who that Seed of the Woman\
fall be $ his Incarnation, Death, Refurreftton, and jA
fcention •> thefiat e oft he Church tillhisfecond Coming,
Adam greatlyfatisfied andrecomforted by theferelati
ons and Promifes, defcends the Hill with Michael-
wake*f Eve, who all this while had fiept, but wit h
gentle dreams compos d to quietnefs of mind and fub
mi
Par

ifion. Michael in either hand leads them out of
radife, the fiery Sword waving behind them, and

the Cherubim taking tbir Stations

Place.

to guard the

THE



li

Wft MM M VHj
I

_l
r

—J L

—

THE VERSE.

He Meafure is £«g///& Heroic

Verfe without Rime, as that of

i/oawr in Greel^ and £%*/ in Latin
j

Rime being no neceflary Adjund or

true Ornament ofPoem or good Verfe

in longer Works efpecially, but the In-

vention of a barbarous Age, to fet off

wretched matter and lame Meetet ;
grac' t

indeed lince by the ufe of fbme famous

modern Poets ,carriedaway byCuftom,

but much to thir own vexation, hin-

' drance , and conftraint to exprefs ma-

ny things otherwife, and for themoft!

part worfe then elfe they would have

^expreft them. Not without caufethere-
•fore fome both Italian and Sfanijh Po-
ets of prime note have rejected Rime|
both in longer and Oiorter Works, as

Mr I

The Argument.

have alio longfince ourbeft EngltjhT
gedies, as a thing of it felf, to all judici-

ous ears,trivial and of notruemufical de-

light j
which confifts only in apt Num-

bers, fit quantity of Syllables, and the

fenfe varioufly drawn out fromone Verfe
into anOth the jing

i

found

of like endings, a fault avoided by the

learned Ancients both in Poetry and all

good Oratory. This negleft then of
Rime Co little is to be taken for a defed,

though itmayfeemfb perhaps to vulgar

Readers,that it rather is to beefteem'd

anexample fet, the firft in Englijh,ofan-

cient liberty, recover'd to Heroic Poem
from thetroublefbme and modern bon-

da c f Riming

ERR A-
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ERRATA
Lib. i. Verf. 25. for tV Eternal, Read Eternal.

Lib. 1. V. 4#9. iotHeronaim, r. Honoraim.

Lib 1. V-758. (ot and Band t. Band and.

Lib. 1. V. 760. for hundreds t t
bunderds.

Lib. 2. V. 414. for we r. wee

Lib. 2. V. 881. forgre*t r.gra/e.

Lib. 3. V. 760.fotmtht.in.

Lib. 5- V. 193. for fcrejffe r. breathe.

Lib. 5. V. 59S. for tvbofeop r. j»Jw/e wf •

Lib. 5. V. ^56. for wore Heaven r, wore i« Heaven,

Lib. 6.' V. 1 84. for blejfed r. £/e/r\

Lib. 2. V. 215. for founder x.fo under.

Lib.io. V. 575. for tyr r. /*/*.

Other literal faults the Reader of himfclfmay Corrcd.

LOST.

BOOK I.

F Mans Firft andDifobedience

,

the Fruit ' ' '

Of that Forbidden Tree, whofe
mortal taft

Brought Death into the World ,

and all our woe,
With lofs of Eden, till one greater Man
Reftore us, and regain the blifsful Seat,

Sing Hcav'nly Mufe, that on the fecret top
Of Orel;, or of Sinai, didft infpire

That Shepherd
3who firft taught the chofen Seed,

In the Beginning how the Heav ns and Earth
Rofe out of Chaos : Or if Sion Hill

Delight thee more, and siloas Brook that flow'd
Faft by the Oracle of God 5 I thence
fnvoke thy aid to niy adventrous Song,
That with no middle flight intends to foar

A Above

10

_ 1



I

Z2t lb <-£*-.

l

I

--..-.....-.

.''•••' '

f

.

•-..- :
-

^^
- * •

j*j

20

30

40

*

S$STS O Spirit, that do. prefer

^^^^^H

ftprcft, and with mighty wings outfpread

Before .ill Temples th' uprightjbeart and pure,

[nfrruft i

Waft pr<

Illumine, what is low raiie and fupport j

(Thnt to the highthof this great Argument

I may aflert th' Eternal Providence,

And juftifie the wayes of God to men.

Say firft,for Hea\?n hides nothing from thy view

Nor the deep Trad of Hell, fay firft what caufe

Mov'd our Grand Parents in that happy State,

Favour'd of Heav'o fo highly, to fall off
^

From their Creator, 2nd tranfgrefs his Will

For one reftraint, Lords ofthe World befides ?

Who firft fedue'd them to that fowl revolt >

Th' infernal Serpent , he it was, whofe guile
Stird rip with Envy and Revenge, deceived
The Mother ofMankinde, what time his Pride
Had caft him out from Hea v'ri, with all hisHoft
Of Rebel Angels, by whofe aid afpiring
To fet himfelf in Glory above his Peers,
He trufted to have equal'd the moft High,
If he ODDOsM : nn'rl ixmVK ^,^kU; • •„oppos'd

5 and with ambitious":aim
Againft the Throne and Monarchy of God
jUisd impious War in Hear n and Battel proud

Eur

I

f*AM&- Hi,n t,,e Almifihty Power

Wihh?£!

( -^^^g^mtlVE^eiialSkieWuh hideous ruine and combuftVondown
To

dife loft.

To bottomlefs perdition, there to dwell

In Adamantine Chains and penal Fire,

Who durft defie th* Omnipotent to Arms.

Nine times the Space that meafures Day andNight
j

50
To mortal men, he with his horrid crew

Lay vanquilht, row ling in the fiery Gulfe

Confounded though immortal : But his doom
Referv'd him to mote wrath 5 for now the thought

Both of loft happinefs and lafting pain

Torments him 5 round he throws his baleful eyes

That witnefs'd huge affii&ion and difmay

Mixt with obdurate pride and ftedfaft hate :

At once as far as Angels kenn he views

The difmal Situation wafte and wilde, 60

A Dungeon horrible, on all' fides round

As one great Furnace flam'd, yet from thofe flames

No light, but rather darknefs vifible

Serv'd only to difcover fights of woe,

Regions oHbrrow, doleful (hades, where peace

And reft can never dwell, hope never comes

That comes to all 5 but torture without end

Still urges, and a fiery Deluge, fed

With ever-burning Sulphur unconfum'd :

Such place Eternal Juftice had prepar'd

For thofe rebellious^ here their Prifon ordain d

burner darknefs, and their portion fet

As farremov'd from God and light of Heav n

As from the Center thriceto th' utmoft Pole.

O how uitfike the place from whence they fell

!

There the'eompanions of his fall, o'rewhelm'd

With Floods and Whirlwinds oftempeftuous fire,

He foon difcerns, and weltring by his fide

A

70
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no

n^cxt himfdf in power, and next in crime

Unerftcr known in ftfrto* and nam J

\ffl To whom tli' Arch-Enemy,

An^einHeav'ncali^ S.tan with bold words

Sn the horrid filence thus began.

IfSS SSlI ^ 5 But O how fal'n
!
how chang J

From him, who in the^m1^)»^^
Clorh

tf

d with tranfcendent bnghtncs didft outihme

Myriad. though brightrlfhe whom mutual league,

United thoughts and counfels, equal hope,

And hazard in the Glorious Enterprize,

Joynd w'th me once, now mifery hath joynd

In equal ruin : into what Pit thou feelt

From what highth fal'n,fo much the ftrongerprovd

He with his Thunder; and till then who knew
The force of tho.fe dire Arms > yet not for thoil

Nor what the Potent Viftor in his rage

Can elfe inflift do I repent or change.

Though chang d in outward luftre 5 that fixt mind
And highdifcjain, from fence, of injur'd merit.

That with the mightieft rais'd me to contend.
And to the fierce contention brought along
Innumerable force of Spirits arm'd
That durft diflike his reign, and me preferring,
His utmoft power with adverfe power oppos'd
In dubious Battel on the Plains of Heav'n,
And(hookhisthrone.Whatthoughthefieldbeioft>
All is not loft 5 the unconquerable Will,
And ftudy of revenge, immortal hate,

'

And courage never to fubmit or fold :And what if elfe not to be overcome >
That Glory never (hall his wrath or might

Extort

Extort trom me. To bow and fue for grace
With fuppliant knee, and deifie his power
Who from theterrour of this Armfo lite

Doubted his Empire, that were low indeed.
That were an ignominy and ihame beneath
This downfall 5 fince by Fate the ftrengrh of Gods
And this Empyreal fubftance cannot fail,

Since through experience of this great event
In Arms not worfe, in forefight much advanc't,

We may with more fucccfsful hope refolvc

To wage by force or guile eternal Warr
Irreconcileable, to our grand Foe,

Who now triumphs, and in th' excefs of joy

Sole reigning holds the Tyranny of Heav'n.

So fpake th' Apoftate Angel, though in pain.

Vaunting aloud, but rackt with deep defpare :

And him thus anfwer'd foon his bold Compeer.
O Prince, O Chief of many Throned Powers,

That Jed th' imbattelld Seraphim to Warr
Under thy cenduft, and in dreadful deeds

Fearlefr, endangei'd Heav'ns perpetual King j

And put to proof his high Supremacy,

Whether upheld by ftrength, or Chance, or Fate,

Too well I fee and rue the dire event,

That with fad overthrow and foul defea

Hath loft us Heav'n, and all this mighty Ho ft

In horrible deftruftion laid thus low,

As far as Gods- and Heav'nly Eflences

Can Perifh :. for the mind andfpirit remains

Invincible, and vigour foon returns, 1

Though axl our Glory extinft, and happy ftate

Here fwallow'd up in endlefs mifery.

But
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•But what if he our Conquerour, (whom I now

'Offeree believe Almighty, fince no lefs

then fuch could havorepow'rd fuch force as ours)

Have left us this our fpirit and ffrength intue

Strongly to fuffer and fupport our pains,

That we may fo fuffice his vengeful ire,

Or do him mightier fervice as his thralls

By right of Warr, what e're his bufinefs be

Here in the heart of Hell to work in Fire,

Or do his Errands in the gloomy Deep j

What can it then avail though yet we feel

Strength undiutinifht, or eternal being

To undergo eternal punifhment }

Whereto with fpeedy words th'Arch-fiend replyd.
Fall'n Cherube, to be weak is miferable

Doing or Suffering : but of this be fnre

,

To do ought good never will be our task.
But ever to do ill our fole delight,
As being the contrary to his high will
Whom we refill:. If then his Providence
Out of our evil -feels to bring forth' good,
Our labour muft be to pervert that end,
And out of pood ftill to find means of evihWhich ofthn^ fucceed, fo as perhap
Shall grieve him, if I fail not, and SifturbHisinmoft counfels from thei deftind , mBut fee the angry Vfeorhath recall'd
" S Mmifters of vengeance and pujfuit

The fiery Su Ife^W h"h hid
OfHeav'n re gl'd t f S

?m the
,

Pre<:iPiceCIV d us fa,1,n
g> ^d the Thunder,

I Wing'd

Paradife

Wing'd with red Lightning and impetuous rage
Perhaps hath fpent hjs fhafts, and ccafes now
To bellow through the Vaft and boundlefs Dec
Let us not flip tli' occafion , whether fcorn,

Or fatiate fury yield it from our Foe.
Seed: thou yon dreary Plain, forlorn and wilde,
The feat of defolation, voyd of light,

Save what the glimmering of thefe livid flnres
Cafts pale and dreadful ? Thither let us tend
From off the toffingof thefe fiery waves.
There reft, if any reft can harbour there,

And reafiembling our affiiftcd Powers,

Confult how we may henceforth moft < ffend

Our Enemy, our own lofs how repair,

How overcome this dire Calamity,

What reinforcement we may gain from Hope,
If not what refolution from defpare.

Thus Satan talking to his neereft Mate

With Head uplift above the wave, and Eyes

That fparkling blaz'd, his other Parts befides

Prone on the Flood, extended long and large

Lay floating many a rood, in bulk as huge

As whom the Fables name of monftious fize,

Titanian^ or Earth-born, th.it w.iri'd on Jove,

Briarws or Tjpbon, whom the Den
By ancient Tarfus held, or that Sca-beaft

Leviatha*± which God of all his works

Created hugeft that fwim th
5 Ocean ftrcam:

Him haply flumbring on the Norway foam

The Pilot of fame fmall night-founder'd Skiff,

Deeming fome Ifltnd, oft, as Sea -men tell,

Wiih fixed Anchor in his skaly rind

Moors
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Moors by hMide under the Lee, while Night

lV c)ls the Sea, and wifned Morn delayes :

So ftretcht out huge in length the Arch-faend lay

Chain'd on the burning Lake, nor ever thence

Fhd run or heav'd his head, but that the will

And high permiffion of all ruling Heaven

Left him at large to his own dark deflgns,

That with reiterated crimes he might

Heap on himfelf damnation, while he fought

Evil toothers, and enrag'd might fee

How all his malice ferv'd but to bring forth

Infinite goodnefc, grace and mercy fliewn

On Man by him feduc't, but on himfelf

Treble confufion, wrath and vengeance pour'd.

Forthwith upright he rears from off the Pool
His mighty Stature 5 on each hand the flames
Drivn backward flope their pointing fpires,toowld
In billows, leave i'th* midft a horrid Vale.
Then with expanded wings he Rears his flight
Aloft, incumbent on the dusky Air
That felt unufual weight, till on dry Land
He lights if it were Land that ever burn d
With fohd, as the Lake with liquid fire ;
Andifuch appeared in hue , as when the force
Of lubterranean wind tranfports a Hill
Torn from rdonrs, or the (hatter'd fide

Anrf ? «^ M^ Wh0fe wmbuftibleAnd fewel d entrals thence conceiving Fire

And leave a finged bottom all involved

eet
' Hlm followed his next Mute,

Beth

Both glorying to have fcap't the Stygian flood 1
As God* and by their own recovered ftrength, '

NotbythefuffcranceoffupernalPower
h thtt the Region this the Soil, the Clime,

Said Men the loft Arch Angel, this the feat

SSET C
f"f

f° r Heav 'n
> this mournfulFor that celefbal light } Be it fo,finCe hee (gloomWho now is Sovran can difpofo and bidWhat (hall be right : fardeft from him is beftWhom reafon bath equnld, force hath made f„-Abovc his equals. Farewel happy Fields fpreamWhere joy for ever dwells ; fift hormu^hST

infernal world, and thou profoundeft Hell
Receive thy new PoflelTor : One who brinesA mind not to be chang'd by Place or Time,
l ne mind is us own place, and in it felf
Can make a Heav'n of Hell, a Hell of Heav'nWhat matter where, if I be ftill the fame/
And what I mould be, all but left then hee

W?TJK
Un
?
er hat

u.
,,

r,
de

.

greater ? Here at Ie;>ftWe (hall be free 5 th' Almighty hath not built
Here for his envy, will not drive us hence •

Here we may reign fecuw, and in my choyceTo reign is worth ambition though in Hell •

Better to reign in Hell, then ferve in Heav'n."
But wherefore let we then our faithful friends,
1 h allociates and copartners of oiy lofs
Lye thus aftoniflit on th' oblivious Pool,
And call them not to (hare with us their part
In this unhappy Manfion , or once more
With rallied Arms to try what may be yet
Regamd in Heav'n, or what more loft in Hell

»
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Which b»t th' Omnipotent none
could have foyld,K they hear that voyce, their livelieft pledge

OfKe in fears and danger,, heard fa oft

InwoSextreams, and on the perilous, edge

Of battel when it rag'd, in all affaults

Their fureft fignal, they will foon refume

New courage and revive, though now they lye

Crovejingand proftrateon yon Lake of Fir.e,

Asweerewhile, abounded and amaz'd,

HH' -• ..V
I?
'!&.

1

No wonder, fall'n fuch a pernicious highth.

He fcarce had ceas't when the fuperiour Fiend

Was moving toward theihorejhis ponderous fhield

Ethereal temper, mafly, large and round,

Behind him caft ; the Droad circumference

Hungonhisfhoulders like the Moon, whofe Orb

v \ fs the Tuftan Artift views
At Ev'ning from the top of Fefole,

Or in Valdurno, to defcry. new Lands,.
iUversor Mountains in her fpotty. Globe*.
His Spear, to equal which the tailed Pine
Hewn on Norwegian hills, to be the Mart
Of fome great Ammiral, were but a wand.
He walkt with to fupporfc uneafie fteps
Over the burning Marie, not like thofe fteps-
On Heavens Azure, and the torrid Glime

nTiluh ? 1
**?**> Vaulted with Fire *

Of hi i I ° Sfi**
li!1 on the Beach.OF that inflamed Sea, he flood and call'd

hick as Autumnal Leaves that flrow the Brooks
In

Paradife loft. Bool£ I.

Tn Vallombrofd^ where th' Etrurian dudes
High overarch't imbowr^ or fcatterd fedge

Afloat, when with fierce Winds Orion arm'd

Hath vext the Red-Sea Coaft, whofe waves ore-

Bufir if and his Mentphian Chivalrie, (threw

While with perfidious hatred they purfu'd

The Sojourners of Gofien, who beheld

From the fafe fhore their floating Carkafes

And broken Chariot Wheels, fo thick beftrown

Abje&and loft laythefe, covering the Flood,

Under amazement of their hideous change.

He call'd fo loud, that all the hollow Deep
Of Hell refounded. Princes, Potentates,

Warriers,the Flowr of Heav'n,once yours,now loft,

If fuch aftonifhment as this can fieze

Eternal fpirits 5 or have ye chos'n this place

After the toyl of Battel to repofe

Your wearied vertue, for the eafe you find

To (lumber here, as in the Vales of Heav'n >

Or in this abject pofture have ye fworn

To adore the Conquerour? who now beholds

Cherube and Seraph rowling in the Flood

With fcatter'd Arms and Enfigns, till anon

His fwift purfuers from Heav'n Gates difcern

Th' advantage, and defcending tread us down

Thus drooping, or with linked Thunderbolts

Tramfix us to the bottom of this Gulfe.

Awake, arife, or be for ever falfn.

They heard,and were aba(ht,:tnd up they fprung

Unon the wing, as when men wont to watch

On duty, deeping found by whom they dread,

Roufe and beftir\hemfelves ere well awake.

B 2 Nor
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Nor did they not perceaye the evil plight

In which they were, or the fierce pains not feel
;

Yet to their Generals Voyce they foon obeyd

Innumerable. As when the potent *od

OUmrams Soa in Egtpt* erff
day

Wav'd round the Coaft, up call'd a pitchy cloud

eUocup, warping on the Eaftern Wind,

That ore the Realm of impious vharaob hung

Like Night, and darken'd all the Land ofNik :

' " were thofe bad A;igel ^

Hovering on wing under the Cope of Hell

'Twixt upper, nether, and furrounding Fires j

Till, as e fignal giv'n, th' uplifted Spear

Of their great Sultan waving to direct

Thir courfe, in even ballance down they light

350 On the firm brimftonc, and fill all the Plain j

A multitude, like which the populous North
Pour'd never from her frozen loyns, to pals
Rhene or the Dana*, when her barbarous Sons
Came like a Deluge on the South, and fpread
Beneath Gibraltar to the Lybian fands.
Forthwith from every Squadron and each Band
The Heads and Leaders thither haft where (food
Their great Commander^Godlike fhapes and forms
Excelling human, Princely Dignities

3*o And Powers that earttin Heaved£ Thrones 5I Though oftheir Names in heav'nly Record

N
Y
o h d

R
t

e

he15*
fr°m

<he ^oks of Life.

s now

ThrouuhGod, Lu C
r.£

U wandnng ore th,God* h; nu r a-
"«"»onng ore the Eartn,G S h 'gh fl'^rancefor t|e trya] ofma£

By

By falfities and lyes the greateft part
Of Mankind they corrupted to forfake
God their Creator, and th' invifible

Glory of him, that made them, to transform
Oft to the Imagie of a Brute, adorn'd
With gay Religions full of Pomp and Gold,
And Devils to adore for Deities :

Then were they known to men by various Names,
And various Idols through the Heathen World.
Say

3
Mufe,their Names then known, who firft, who

Rous'd from the flumber
3
on that fieryCouch, (laft

At thir great Emperors call, as next in worth
Came fingly where he ftoodon the bare ftrand,

While the promifcuous croud ftood yet aloof?
The chief were thofe who from the Pit of Hell
Roaming to feek their prey on earth, durft fix

Their Seats long after next the Seat of God
,

Their Altars by his Altar, Gods ador'd

Among the Nations round, and durft abide

IJebovah tbundring out of Sion
y thron'd

Between the Cherubim 5 yea, often pjae'd

Within his Sanduary it felf their Shrines,

Abominations 5 and with curfed things

His holy Rites, and folemn Feafts profan'd,

And with their darknefs durft affront his light.

Fiift Moloch^ horrid King befmear'd with blood
Of human facrifice, and parents tears.

Though for the noy fe ofDrums and Timbrels loud

Theirchildrens cries unheard,that paft through fire

To his grim Idol. Him the Ammonite
Worfhipt in Rabba and her watry Plain,

In Argob and in Bafat?> to the ftream

Of
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Nor content with fuch
Of utmoft Arnen.

Audacious neighbourhood the wifeft heart

OfU*" he led by feud to bui d

emple right agamft the Temple of God

lai mat opprobrious Hill, and made his Grov

Thepieafant Vally of hiinnon.Tophct_ thence

And black G*J***i call'd, the Type of Hell.

Next CbtmoS) th' obfeene dread of Moubs Sons,

From ^r^r to Kebo, and the wild

beyond
Of Southmoft Abarim

kndHeronaim, Seons Realm,

The flowry Dale of sibma clad with Vines,

And Eleale to th' Afphalticl^Pool.

reor his other Name, when he entie'd

rfrael in sittim on their march from Nile

To do him wanton rites, which coft them woe.
Yet thence his luftful Orgies he enlarg'd

Even to that Hill of fcanda], by the Grove
Of Moloch homicide, luft hard by hate $

Till good Jopah drove them thence to Hell.
With thefecamethey,whofromthebordring flood
Of old Euphrates to the Brook that parts
Egypt from tyrian ground, had general Names
VtBsalim and Ajhtwb, thofe male

,Thefe Feminine For Spirits when they pleafe
GaneitherSexa{Tume,orboth

^

'

And uncompounded is their Lffence pure,Not tl d or manaci'd with joynt or limbNor founded on thr hrntii a I r?
1 :i t n

e Drit tie irrcngth of bones.

v/i t-unuens
r, bright or ohfrnreCan execute tK«;« ' • b .*'* ooicure.
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Paradife Book

And works of love or enmity fulfill.

For thofe the Race of jfracl oft forfook

Their living flrength, and unfrtqueflted left

His righteous Altar, bowing lowly down
To bcflial Gods } for whicn their heads as low

Bow'J down in Battel, funk before the Spear

Of defpicable foes. With thefe in troop

Came /ijloretb, whom the Thccntcidtts call'd

Ajtarte, Queen of Heav'n, with crefcent Horns
|

To whofe bright Image nightly by the Kfoon

SidoKtan Virgins paid their Vows and Songs,

Tn sion alfo not unfung, where flood

Her Temple on th* offenfive Mountain
5

built.

By that uxorious King, whofe heart though large,

Beguil'd by fair IdolatrefTes, fell

To Idols foul. Thammnz came next behind,

Whofe annual wound in Lebanon allur'd

The Syrian Damfels to lament his fate

In amorous dittyes ajl a Summers day,

While fmooth Adonis from his native Rock

Ran purple to the Sea, fuppos'd with blood

Oirhammuz. yearly wounded : the Love-tale

Infe&ed Sions daughters with like heat,

Whofe wanton paflions in the facred Porch

Ez^e/faw, when by the Vifion led

Hiseyefurvay'd the dark Idolatries

Of alienated Judah. Next came one

Who mourn'd in earneft, when the Captive Ark

Maim'd his brute Image, head and hands lopt ofF

In his own -Temple,, on the grunfel edge,

Where he fejl flat, agd fliam'd his WorQiipers:

Dagon his Name, Sea Monfter, upward Man

4+0
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He alfo againfl: the houie of God was bold :

A Leper once he loft and gain"d a King,

Abaz his fottiflb Conquerour, whom he drey/

Gods Altar to difparage and difplace

For one of Syrian mode, whereon to burn

His odious offrings, and adore t : Gods
Whom he had vanquiiht. er fchefe appeared

A crew who under Nair. of c I R.ei'lovvn,

ofiris, ifir, orus and their Train

With monftrous (hapes and lorceries abus'd
Fanatic Egypt and her Priefb, to feek
Thir wandring Gods difguis'd in brutifh forms
Hather then human. r/r

490

Th' infe&ion when their borrow'd Gold compos'd
The Calf in 0rc6 : and the Rebel King
Doubl'd that fin inEetk/and in Dan,
Lik'ning his Maker to the Grazed Ox,
Jehovah, who in one Night when he pafs'd
From Egypt marching, equal'd with one ftroke
Both her firft born and all her bleating Gods.

SS'lS? 'J
,ien Wh0m a SPirit ^ore lewd

Or Altar L ll>
T° hlm P° TeV Kood

mTempleTana ! ff
Wh

° more oft th™ hee
•n lemples and at Altars, when the Prieft

With

Parmft lofl. Book 1.

i

-iirns Athcifr, as did E//s Sons, who fiil'd
With kift and violence the houfe of God
In Courts and Palaces he alfo Reigns
And in luxurious Cities, where the novfe
Of riot afcend> above thir Joftkft Towrs '

And injury and outrage : And when Ni'cnt
Darkens the Streets, then wander forth the Sons
Ul Bdi.il, flown with infolence and wine
Witnefs the Streets of Sodom, and that nfohc
In Gibcab, when hofpitable Dores
Yielded thir Matrons to prevent worfe rape
Theie .ere the prime in order and in might';
The reft were long to tell, though far renown'd,
1 n Ionian Gods , of Javans Iikie held
Gods., yet confeft later then Heavir and Earth
Thir boafted Parents 5 Titan Hcav'ns fifft born
With his enormous brood, arid Bfrtfrrlgnt feis'd
By ydUnger

-

fuHt.Hr, he from mightier Jove
His own and ihea's Son like meafure found •

So Join ufurping reign'd : thefe firft in Creet
And Ida klrid<i thence on the Snowy top
Of.cold oljrnptitrv, I'd the middle Air ;

Thir higheft Heav'n ; or on the Delphian Cliff,
Or in Dodefia, and through nil the bounds
Of oric Land •, or who with aHrn old
Fled over Adria to th' Hcftcri.m Field

=

And pre the Ccltk roam'd the utmort Ides.
" All thefe and mcrecame ffoc ng 5 but with looks
Down eft and c r», yet fiich wherein appeat*d
Obfcure Ibm glimpsofy ;r6 have foUnd tiiirchieY
N( t jnd«f

f
*air, to have "f, nd themfelves noMoft

In lofi it felf 3 which on I count nance cart
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feE«ofSnotUftancegendyrais'd

Their fainted courage, and difpel d their fears

Then ftrait commands that at the warlike found

Of Trumpets Joud and Clarions be upreard

His mighty Standard 3 that proud honour claim'd

^mk/ as his right, a Cherube tall

:

Who forthwith from the glittering Staff unfurld

Th* Imperial Enfign, which full high advanc't

Shon like a Meteor ftreaming to the Wind
With Gemms and Golden luftre rich imblaz'd,

Seraphic arms and Trophies : all the while

Sonorous mettal blowing Martial founds :

At which the ujiiverfal Hoft upfent

A (hout that tore Hells Concave, and beyond
Frighted the Reign of Chaos and old Night.
All in a moment through the gloom were feen
Ten thoufand Banners rife into the Air
With Orient Colours waving : with them rofe
A Forreji huge ofSpears : and thronging Helms
Appear'd, and ferried Shields in thick array

i

Of depth immeafurable : Anon they move
550 In perfcft Vhalanx to the Dorian mood

Of Flutes and foft Recorders 5 fuch as rais'd
To highth of nobleft temper Hero's old
Arming to Battel, and in ftead of raee
Deliberate valour breath'd, firm and unmov'd
With dread of death to flight or foul retreat ,Nor wanting power to mitigate

igu

ia/'ii-u f 1 " *
~ ,*" ~~ ";ui^oit «*«d (wage

SSiSTATtS
>?? bl

'

d 'honghtMnd chafe

,

Anguilh and doubt and fear and forxow and pain
1

From

Paradife loft Book
From mortal or immortal minds. Thus they
Breathing united force with fixed thought
Mov'd on in filence to foft Pipes thatcharm'd
'Thir painful fteps o're the burnt foyle 5 and now
Advanc't in view they ftand, a horrid Front
Of dreadful length and dazling Arms, in guife
Of Warriers old with orderd Spear and Shield,
Awaiting what command thir mighty Chief
Had to impofe : He through the armed Files -

Darts his experience eye, and foon traverfc
The whole Battalion views , thir order due,
Thir vifages and ftature as of Gods,
Thir number laft he fumms. And now his heart

Diftends with pride, and hardning in his ftrength

Glories : For never fince created man,
Met fuch imbodied force, asnam'd withthefe
Could merit more then that fmall infantry

Warr'd on by Cranes : though all the Giant broo
Of vhlegra with th* Heroic Race were joyn'd

That fought at Tbeb's and ilium, on each fide

Mixt with auxiliar Gods 5 and what refound9
In Fable or Romance of Vtbers Son
Begirt with Entijb and Armoric Knights 5

And all who fince, Baptiz'd or Infidel

Joufted in Afpramont or Montalban,

Dtmafco, or Marocco, or Trebifond,

Or whom Eiferta fent from Afric (bore

When CharUmain with all his Peerage fell

By Foutarabbia. Thus far thefe beyond
Compare of mortal prowefs, yet obferv'd

Thir dread Commander : he above the reft

\
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In (hape and gefture proudly eminent
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form had yet not lyft

Ail'lier Origin
Stood like a Tour * wr**"-; /- »p

• ' '

nl brightness , nor appear d

Looks x-brough t!

Lefs rhcii Arch Angel ruind, and th excels

^^ ^. i.r-.. »J . Acu/h(?n.rheSiii)nflw
bfcu

or from behind the Moon
I I _ _-. ^ A. * * * 4 I 4 ^~^» * \ ^^ V^ ^^ ^4 *-%

'Shorn of his Beams, or from belitnct the Moot

hi dim hcJips difaftrous twilight Iheds

On half the Nation and with fear of change

Perplexes Monarch?. Dark'n'd f©,. yet- flion

Above them ajl %H Arch. Angel : but his face

Deep fears of Thunder had inreemcht-, and care.

Sat on his faded cheek, but under 3ww«
Of dauntlefs courage, ftftdiCon itrate Pride
Waking reveijge ! crMtfl his eyq, but caff

Signs of remorfe and pafiion- 50 beholjd:

The fellows, of his crime, the followers rathe*
C Far other once beheld in bjjfs ) ccnderon'4
jr ever now to have thfijr: lot- in pain,

Millions of Spirit^ for his frulfc anierc't
Of Hcav'n and from Eternal Splwdfife flung
For h^ rt^lt, ya

:
fAftbfuJlMw they flood,

Tblr Glory wkherd. As when Heavens Fire
Hath fcath d the Forrcft Oaks, or Mountain Pines,

T^FJB*^***' H«nqwp riWd

Tear fnch as An' J**?8?
In fP»e.of&qtd,

Match -

atchlefs, but with th
:

AlajiiSS TinH TT. (t -r
Vas not- ing.orron a , thoiIgh^^d^^s th* place teftife, and this dire change '

:

ateful to utter : but what powerot mind
nrefce.ng or prefaging, fconvth* Depth
knowledge paft on prefer*, could have feat'd

,

o.vJuc^.mte^orcecfCcds^owfuch
'

As flood like.thefc, could ever know repulfe?

SENSES aS8?5
rhou« h after lofs,That all. thcfepuT&a* Legions, «hofe exileHath emptied feav'n, fagg& to^f

™
Self-raisd and repoiTefs their native feat'Forme be wtnefs all dto Haft of Heav 'n,
If <5py«fds different,, oj d.ngtr fhun'd
By me, hoyejbff our hope*. But- he who reigns
Monarch, mHeav'n.tiJlthcn- a S:oncfecure
Sat on h,s Throne, uF ft) by old repute,
Confent or cuftomc, and his Regal State

££2 at
Jg!

b,,t fti] ! »• Ifrehgth conceafd,
Wh.ch tempted our attemPt

5ancIwrought our fall

.

Henceforth his might we know, and know our ownSo as not either to provoke, or dread
Newwarr, provok't^ur better part remainsTo work-in clofe^defign, by frau d

P
orguSeWhat force effefled not : that lie no lefs

At Jengthlrorn us may fr«J, who overcon.es
by force, hath overcome bi't half his foe
Sfjace may produce, new Worlds y whereof forift
I here WPTTfr a Pf»rr,«;« LJ »_ ii lv
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A generation, whom hij- choice ^„m
Should favour equal to the Sons of Hen ven • '

Thither
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Thither jffeuTtoprie, (hall be -perhaps

Our firft eruption,
thither oielfewhere :

For this Infernal Pit toll never hold

Cslertial Spirits in Bondage nor th AbyfTe

Lone under darknefs cover. But thefe thoughts

Full Counfel muft mature : Peace is defpaird,

For who can think Submjflion > Warr then, Warr

Open or underftood muft be refolv'd.

He fpake : and to confirm his words, out-flew

Millions of flaming fwords, drawn from the thighs

Of mighty Cherubim } the fudden blaze

Far round illumin'd hell : highly they rag'd

AgainfttheHigheft, and fierce with grafped arm's

Clalh'd on their founding (hields the din of war,
Hurling defiance toward the vault of Heav'n.
There flood a Hill not far whofegriefly top

Belch'd fire and rowling fmoak j the reft entire
Shon with a gloflle fcurfF, undoubted fign
That in his womb was hid metallic Ore,
The work of Sulphur. Thither wing'd with fpeed
A numerous Erigad haften'd As w hen bands
Of Pioners with Spade and Pickaxe arnVd
Forerun the Royal Camp," to trench a Field,
Orcatt a Rampart. Mammon led them on,
Mammon, the leaft erected Spirit that fell
from heav n,for ev'n in heav'n his looks thoughts

ThTnS
ayS

f
d
u
WnWard bent

' ^miring more*

The SS) a-
aV '

DS paVement
» trod n GoId
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er, and with impious hands
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Taradife lofi Book i.

Rifl'd the bowels of thir mother Earth
For Treafures better hid. Sooa had his crew
Op'nd into the Hill a fpacious wound
And dig'd out ribs of Gold. Let none admire
I hat riches grow in Hell 5 that foyle may beft
Deferve the prctxous bane.. And here let thofeWho boaft in mortal things, and wondring tell
Of Babel, and the works of Metnphian Kings
Learn how thir.greateft Monuments of Fame
And Strength and Art are eaftly outdone

*

By Spirits reprobate, and in an hour
What in an age they with inceffant toyle
And hands innumerable fcarce perform.
Nigh on the Plain in many cells prepared,
That underneath had veins of liquid fire

Sluc'd from the Lake, a fecond multitude
With wondrous Art founded the maffie Ore,
Severing each kinde>and fcum'd the Bullion drofs :

A third as foon hadform'd within the ground
A various mould, and from thcboyling cells

By ftrange conveyance fill'd each hollow nook,
As in an Organ from one blaft of wind
To many a row of Pipes.the found-board breaths.
A noa out of the earth a Fabrick huge
Rofe like an Exhalation, with the found
Of Dulcet Symphonies and voices fweet

,

Built like a Temple, where pilafttrs round
Were lit, and Doric pillars overlaid
With Golden Architrave } nor did there want
Cornice or Freeze, with body Sculptures grav'n,
The Roof was fretted Gold. Not Babilop.
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t
J foj , ro inlhrine

/^ _. . »/•• ^_ -.,k„„ X^*ftf lUfh/&/# cr ^r^ thir Gods, or leaf

F°

fa wealth and luxurie. Th'-alcend.-ng pi
! e

Stood fixt her Irately highth, and ihait thc<!
;

Op'ning thir brazen fiSrilds difcover wide

I Within, her ample (paces, o're tHe fmooth

And level pavenent : from the arched roof •

Pendant by futtle Magic many a row
Of "

'
"

'

As from a sky

Admiring enter'd, and the work fome praift

Andfomethe Architeft: his hand was known
In Heavi

Where I

iy a 'Towred ftru&uri

Ai^els hddthirrefid

740

And iat as Princes, whom thefuprerne Ki
Exalted fo fuch power, and gave to rule,
Each rn his Hera rchie, the Orders bright'
Nor was his name unheard or unadoVd
In auoeni-Greece ; and in Anfoman^m

!Men call d h,m Mulciher; and how he fellFromHeav n they fctrf-d, throWn b a ,m
To

ee

Noo
r

n

e

ffiShH lr ]™™ts ' *®«ft10 r\oon he fell, trcn^N^,, ^^n.^..

'

75©

mers day^ and with the letting
fiWMtte Zenith like ft folW »% - -

FellH Ki!
Wlth thK rebellions ront

Dropt
On

5 nor augI Jt
.

ava .H>d .him rqW
FeJJ-long

beferf

f^^trnhi
f
hT-^-didi,

I

ngibs
'
but was headlong fent (icape

With
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Paradife loft Book I.

With his induftrious crew to build in hell.
Mean while the winged Haralds by command
Of Sovran power

3 with awful Ceremony
And Trumpets found throughout the Hoft pro-
Afolemn Councei forthwith to be held (claim
At ?and(£moninm

y the high Capital
Of Satan and his Peers : thir fummons call'd
From every and Band fquared Regiment
By place or choice the worthieftj they anon
Witji hundreds and with thoufands trooping came
Attended : all accefs was throng'd, the Gates
And Porches wide, but chief the fpacious Hall
("Though like a cover'd field, where Champions
Wont ride inarm'd,and at the Soldans chair (bold
Defi'd the beft of Fanim chivalry
To mortal combat or carreer with Lance)
Thick fwarrnd, both on the ground and in the air,

Bruftt with the hifs of rusfling wings. As Bees
In fpring time, when the Sun with Taurus rides,
Poure forth thir populous youth about the Hive
In cluftersj they among frefh dews and flowers
Flie to and fro

, or on the fmoothed Plank,
The fuburb of thir Straw-built Cittadel,
New rub'd with Baume, expatiate and confer
Thir Stare affairs. So thick the aerie crowd
Swarm'd and were ftraitn'd 5 till the Signal givn,
Behold a wonder! they but now who feemd
In bignefs to fnrpafs Earths Giant Sons
Now lefs then fmalleft Dwarfs, in narrow room

760
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Beyond the Indian Mount, or FaerTe Elves,'

Whofc midnight Revels, by a Forreft fide
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Sks Arbitrefs, and newer to the Earth

Wheels her pale courfe.they on thir mirth 6c dance

Intent
' with jocond Mufic charm his ear j

At once with joy and fear his heart rebounds.

Thus incorporeal Spirits to fmalleft forms

[790 Reduc'd thir fbapes immenfe, and were at large,

Though without number ftill amidlt theHall

Of that infernal Court. But far within

And in thir own dimensions likethemlelves

Thegreat Seraphic Lords and Cherubim

In cloferecelsand fecret conclave fat

A thoufand Demy-Gods on golden feat's,

Frequent and full. After Ihprt filencc then

Andfummons read, the great confuk began.

the End of the Firji Book*
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El

'n?

Igh on a Throne of Royal State, which far

Outflion the wealth oiOrmw and of Info

„_^__ Or where the gorgeous Eaft with richeft

Showrs on her Kings Barbaric Pearl& Gold, (hand

Satan exalted fat, by merit rais-d

To that bad eminence 5 and from defpair

Thus high uplifted beyond hope , afpires

Beyond thus high, infatiate to purfue

Vain Warr with Heay'n, ai\d by fuccc fs untaught

His.proud imaginations thus difplaid.

Powers and Dominions, Deities of Heavn,

For fince no deep within her gulf can hold

Immortal vigor, though oppreft and fall'n,

I give not Heav'n for loft. From this defcent

Celeftiil vertues rifrig, will appear

More glorious and more dread then from no fall,

And truft themfelves to fear no fecond fate :

D 2 M<-
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the fixtVWS f%^
Did firft create yaur Leader, next, free choice,

With what befides,in Counfel or in Fight,

chievd of merit, yet this Jois
Hath bin a_- - - -

Thusfarrat lead recover d, hath much more

Eftablifct in a fafe unenvied Throne

Yeilded with fullconfent. The happier ftate

In Heavn, which follows dignity, might draw

Envy from each inferior j but who here

Will envy whom the higheft place expofes

Formoft to (tend againft the Thunderers aitne

Your bulwark, and condemns togreateftfhare
*

30 Ofendlefs pain ? where there is then no good
For which to ftrive , no ftrife can grow up there

From Faftion 3 for none fare will claim in hell

Precedence, none, whofe portion is fo fmall
Of prefent pain, that with ambitious mind
Will covet more. With this advantage then
To union, and firm Faith, and firm accord,
More then can be in Heavn, we now return
To claim our juft inheritance of old,
Surer to profper then profperity

40 Could have affury us 5 and by whatbeft Way,
Whether of open Warr or covert guile,We now debate

5 who can advifefmay fpeak.
He ceas d and next him Moloc, Scepter'd Kin*

Tta?fLt*
ft

»
ngeft aad the^ Spirit

Eaual in ft- u 1
rnal to be deem'd

S"d nott hf / n
nd
^ther then be!efs

car
•
ot G°d, or Hell, or worfe

dife loft. Book
He reckd not, and thefe words thereafter fpake.
My fentence is for open Warr : Of Wiles/

More unexpert, I boaft not : them let thofe
Contrive who need, or when they need, not now.
For while they fit contriving, (hall the reft,

Millions that ftand in Arms, and longing wait
The Signal to afcend, fit lingring here
Heav'ns fugitives, and for thir dwelling place
Accept this dark opprobrious Den of (hame,
The Prifon of his Tyranny who Reigns
By our delay > no, let us rather choofe
Arm'd with Hell flames and fury all at once
O're Heav'ns high Towrs to force refiftlefs way,
Turning our Tortures into horrid Arms
Againft the Torturer 5 when to meet the noife
Of his Almighty Engin he (hall hear
Infernal Thunder, and for Lightning fee
Black fire and horror (hot with equal rage
Among his Angels 3 and his Throne it fclf

Mixt with Tartarean phur, and ftrangefire.

His own invented J^rments. But perhaps
The wayfeems difficult and fteep to fcale

With upright wing againft a higher foe.

Let fifth bethink them, if the fleepy drench
Of that forgetful Lake benumme not ftilf,

That in our proper motion we afcend
Up to our native feat : defcentand fall

To us is adverfe. Who but felt of late

When the fierce Foe hung onourbrokn Rear
lnfulting, and purfu'd «s through the Deep,
,X7

ith what compulfion and laborious flight

We funk thus low7
? Tir afcent is eafie then 5
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Th' event is fear'd 5
fhuuld we again provoke

Our ftronger, fome worfe way his wrath .nay find

To our dcu-rutfion : if there be in Hell

Fear to be worfe deftroy'd : what can be worfe

Then to dwell Here, diiv'n out from blifS} Co^
In this abhorred deep to utter woe 3 (denm'J

Where pain of unextinguiihable fire

Mufl: exercife us without hope ofend

The Vaflals of his anger, when the Scourge

Inexorably, and the torturing houre
Calls us to Penance ? More deftroy'd then thus
Wefhould be quite abolifht and expire.

What fear we then? what doubt we toincenfe
His utmoft ire ? which to the highth enrag'd
Will cither quite confume us, andreduco.
To nothing this effential, happier farr
Then miferable to have eternal being :

Orif ourfubftance be indeed Divine
And cannot ceafe to be, we are at worft
On this fide.nothing

5 and by proof we feel
Our power fufficient todifturb his Heavn,
And with perpetual inrodes to Allaraie,
Though,naccefiible, his fatal Throne

'•

Which rf not.Victory is yct ReVen

°

4-tefevenge
h

?nd
a

Batt I 7*
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Tolefs then Gods OI th u
da»gcrt>us
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. vVM4Wl not Heavn ;
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tho«gh his Tongue

Taradife loft. Book
The better reafon, to perplex and dalh
Matured Counfels : for his thoughts were low 5To vice induftrious, but to Nobler deeds
Timorous andflothful : yet he pleas'd the eare,
And with perfwafive accent thus began.

I (hould be much for open Warr, 6 Peer?
As not behind in hate} itwhat was urg'd
Main reafon to perfwade immediate Warr,
Did not dilTwademe mod,, andfeemtocaft
Ominous conje&ure on the whole fuccefs :

When he who mod excels in fact of Arms,
In what he counfels and in what excels
Midruftful, grounds his courage on defpair
And utter diffolution, as the fcope
Of all his aim, after fome dire revenge.
Firft

5what Revenge? the Towrs ofHeavn arefill'd
With Armed watch, that render all accefs
Impregnable j oftoii the bordering Deep
Encamp thir Legions, or withobfeure wing
Scout farr and wide into the Realm of night,
Scorning furprize. Or could we break our way
By force, and at our heels all Hell (hould rife
With blacked Infurre&ion, to confound
Heav'ns pured Light, yet our great Enemie
All incorruptible would on his Throne
Sit unpolluted, and th

1

Ethereal mould
Incapable of dain would foon expel
Hermifchief, and purge off the bafer fire

Victorious. Thus repuls'd, our final hope
Is flat defpair: we mudexafperate
Th' Almighty Victor to fpend all his rage,
And that mud end us, that mud be our cure,

To
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. fad cure A for who would loofe

or unaware,

and end

1 6c

Ltg

n
h°fXV^;^i^elleaU 3l being,.

Tho"e thoughts that wander through Eternity,

to perifh rather ,
fwallowd up and loft

,50 In the wide womb of uncreated night,

Devoid of fenfe and motion ? and who knows,

Let this be good, whether our angry Foe

Can give it, or will ever? how he can

Is doubtful} that he never will is lure.

Will he, fowife, let loofe at once his ire,

Belike through impotence, or unaware.

To give his Enemies thir vvifti, «- vU»
Them in his anger, whom his anger faves

To punifli endlefs ? wherefore ceafe we then >

Say they who counfel Warr, we are decreed,

Referv'd and deftin'd to Eternal woe

;

Whatever doing, what can we fuffer more,
What can we fuffer worfe ? is this then worft,

Thus fitting, thusconfulting, thus in Arms ?

What when we fled amain
, purfu'd and ftrook

With Heav'ns afflifting Thunder, and befought
The Deep to flicker us ? this Hell then feem'd
A refuge from thofe wounds : or when we lay
Chain'd on the burning Lake ? thatfure was worfe.
What ifthe breath that kindl'd thofe grim fires

Awak'd Ihould blow them into fevenfold rage
And plunge us in the Flames > or from above
Should intermitted vengeance Arme again
His red right hand to plague us > what if all
Her ftores were op^'d, and this Firmament
Of Hell mould fPout her Cataracts of Fire,
Impendent horrors, threatning hideous fall

' : One

170
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Paradife lofl__ Book. 2.
One day upon our head^~whi!e we ped^Defigning or exhorting glorious Warr,

P

Caught ma fierie Tempeft (hall be hurl'dEach on his rock transfixt, the fport and prerOfrackmgwh.rlwmds, or for ever funk *
Under yon boyl.ng Ocean, wrapt in Chains;Thereto converfe witheverlafting groans
Unrefpited, unpitied , unrepreevd
Ages of hopelefs end 5 this would be worfeWarr therefore, open or conceal'd, alikeMy voice diflwades ,- for what can force or guileWith hm or who deceive his mind, whofe eyeViews all things at one view>hefrom'hea v'ns highthAll thefe our motions vain, fees and derides *Not more Almighty to rcfift our might

§

Sha 1 we then.live thus vile, the race of Heav'nThus trampl d, thus expelfd to fuffer here
Chains & thefe Torn eats } better thefe then worfeBy my adv.ee ; fince fate inevitable
Subdues us, and Omnipotent Decree,
The Riders will. To fuffer, as to doe,Our fberigt h u equal , nor the Law unjuft
i hat 10 ordains : this was at fir/trefolv'd
If we were wife againft fo great a foe

'

Contendwg, and fo doubtful what might fillllaugh hen thofe who ar theSpearafeS
W>il

^rfthat fail them, flmnkand fear
1

What yet rhey know muft follow, to endure
Exile, or ignominy, or bonds, or pain,
The fentrnceofthirConquerour: This is nowOur doom; which if we can fuftain and bear,
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will receive

. ™nour oi enur'd not feel,

Thir noxious vapour, ot^ ^^ q

Lfides what hope the never-ending flight

Of uturTdays maybring,whatchance,what change

Worth waiting, ifnce our prefer* lot appeers

Tor harpy though but ill, for ill not worft,

If we procure rot to our fe ves more woe.

Thus Belial with words cloath d in reafons garb

Counfel'd ignoble eafe, and peaceful iloath

Not peace : and after him thus Mammon fpake.

Either to difinthrone the King of Heav'n

We warr, ifwarr be beft, or to regain

Our own right loft : him to unthrone we then

May hope, when everfafting Fate (hall yeild

To fickle Chance, and Ghaos judge the ftrife:

The former vain to hope argues as vain

The latter : for what place C3n be for U9

Within Heavns bound, unlefsHeav'ns Lord fu-

We overpower ? Suppofe he fhould relent (pream

And publifh Grace to all, on promife made
Ofnew Subjections with what eyes could we

240 Stand in his prefence humble, and receive

230.

Strict Laws impos'd, to celebrate his Thsone
Wit*

Paradife loft Book

With warbl'd Hymns, and to his Godhead ling

Forc't Halleluiah's > while he Lordly fits

Out envied Sovran, and his Altar breathes

Ambrofial Odours and Ambrofial Flowers,

Our fervile offerings. This muft be our task

In Heav'n, this our delight , how vvearifom

Eternity fo fpent in worfhip paid

To whom we hate. . Let us not then purfue

By force impoffible, by leave obtain'd

Unacceptable, though in Heav'n, our ftate

Of fplendid vaffaluge, but rather feek

Our own good from our felves, and frqm our own
Live to our felves, though in this vaft recefs,

Free, arid to none accountable, preferring

Hard liberty before the eafie yoke

Of fervile Pomp. Our greatnefs will appear

Then moftconfpicuous,when great things of fmall,

Ufcful of hurtful, prosperous of adverfe

We can create, and in what place fo e're

Thrive under eyil, and work eafe out of pain

Through labour and endurance. This deep world

Of darknefs do we dread ? How oft amidft

Thick clouds and dark doth Heav'ns all-ruling Sire

Choofe to relide, his Glory unobfeur'd,

And with the Majefty of darknefs round

Covers hisThrone^from whence deep thunders roar

MulYring thir rage, and Heav'n refembles Hell?

As he our Darknefs, cannot we his Light

Imitate when we pleafe ? This Defart foile

Wants not her hidden luftre, Gerams and Gold
j

Nor want we skill or art, from whence to raife

Magnificence; and what can Heav'n (hew more?
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lfo may in length of time
Our torments alio may mxu^u _». «««=

Become our Elements, thefe piercing Fires

As foft as now .—-,-;- - , ~
which mult needs remove

_ k _

fevere, our temper chang d

All things invite

300

Into their temper 5

The fenfible of pain. -T —-o- -----

To peaceful Counfels, and the fcttl d State

Oforder, how in fafety bed we may

Compofe our prefent evils, /with regard

Of what we are and where, difmifiing quite

All thoughts of Warr: ye have what Iadvife.

He fcarce had finifht, when fuch murmur filld

Tfi* AfferrfbJy, as when hollow Rocks retain

The found of bludring winds,which all night long
Had rous'd the Sea, now with hoarfe cadence lull

Sea-fariggmenorewatcht, whofe Bark by chance
Or Pinnace anchors in a craggy Bay
After the Teir.ped : Such applaufe was heard
As Mammpn ended, and his Sentence pleas'd,
Advifing peace : fur fuch another Field
They dreaded worfe then Hell : fo much the fear
Of Thunder and the Sword of Mich id
Wrought.dill within them 5 and no left defire
lo found thi§ nether Empire, whicji might rife
By polhcy, and long procefs of time,

Jf
emulation oppofite to Heav'n. *

Wh,ch when Beelzebub perceived, then whom,

A Pin J°/
eVand ln hfs rifing feemVl

And Princely co„„& EfffiRlt (,,„„M»;cft.ck though i„ r„i„ : fage heVo d
'

Paradife Book 2.

With

With Atlantean (boulders fit to bear
The weight of mightied Monarchies 5 his look
Drew audience and attention dill as Night
Or Summers Noon-tide air, whilethus hefpake
Thrones and imperidlPowers.ofF-fpringofhcav'n
Ethereal Vertu.es 5 or thefe Titles now

5

Mud we renounce, and changing dile be call'd
Princes of Hell > for fo the popular vote
Inclines, here to continue, and build up here
A growing Empire 5 doubtlefs

b while we dream
And know not that theKingof Heav'n hath doom'd
This place our dungeon, not our fafe retreat
Beyond his Potent aim, to live exempt
From Heav'ns high jurisdiction, in new League
Banded againfl: his Throne, but to remaine
In drifted; bondage, though thus far remov'd
Under th* inevitable curb, referv'd

'

His captive multitude : For he, be fure
In highth or depth, dill firft and lad will Reign
Sole King, and of his Kingdom loofe no part
By our revolt, but over Hell extend
His Empire, and with Iron Scepter rule
Us here, as with his Golden thofe in Heav'n.
What fit we then projecting Peace and Warr >

Warr hath determined us, and foild with lofs

Irreparable 5 tearms of peace yet none
Voutfaf't or fought } for what peace will be giv n
To us enflav'd, but cudody fevere.

And dripes, and arbitrary punifhment
Inflifted ? and what peace can we return,
But to our power hodility and hate,

Untam'dreluftance, and revenge though flow,

Yet
£*

f*



_ I

Book 2.

Yet ever plotting how the Conquerou

May reap his conqueft, and may leafl:

rn doing what we molt in fuffering feel >

Nor will occaOon want, nor (hall we need

366

With dangerous expedition to invade

Heav'n, whofe high walls fear noaffault or Siege

Or ambufh from the Deep. What if we find

Some eafier enterprize ? There is a place

( Ifancient and prophetic fame in Heav'n
Err not) another World, the happy feat

Of fom new Race call'd Man, about this time
To be created like to us, though lefs

In power and excellence, but favour'd more
Of him who rules above j fo was his will
Pronounc'd among the Gods, and by an Oath
That (hook Heav ns wholcircumference,confirm'd
Thither let us bend all our thoughts, to learn
What creatures there inhabit, of what mould,
Or fubftance

,
how endu'd, and what thir Power,And where th.rweaknefs, how attempted beft,

Byforceorfuttlety: Though Heav'n be (hut/And Heavns high Arbitrator fit fecure

TL
15

?
VD

n.t
rCngth

'
this P 1 '-"* ™Y lyeexpos'd

fheutnioft border of his Kingdom, left
P

To then defence who hold it : here pe haps

Bvfoir
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ither With He" ^e

The punieh7bi^
Serine *k« 3 OF Ir not driVC.

M^^^P^y.thatthk'God

ere driven,

thir f and with repenting hand
Abo-

inmon revenge, ana interrupt nis joy
In our Confufion, and our Joy upraife

fn his difturbance} when his darling Sons

Hurl'd headlong to partake with us, Ihallcurfe

Thir frail Originals, and faded blifs,

Faded to foon. Advife if this be worth
Attempting, or to fit indarknefs here

Hatching vain Empires. Thus 'Elelzebnb

Pleaded hb deviliih Counfel , firft devis'd

By s&tan^ and in part propos'd : for whence,

But from the Author of all ill could Spring

So deep a malice, to confound the race

Of mankind in one root, andEjrth with Hell

To mingle and involve, done all to fpite

The great Creatour? But thir fpite ftillferves

His glory to augment. The bold defign

Pleas'd highly thofe infernal States, and joy

Sparkrd in all thir eyes } with fullaflent

They vote : whereat his fpeech he thus renews.

Well have ye judg'd, well ended long debate,

Synod of Gods, and like to what ye are.

Great things refolv'd -, which from the lowed -deep

Will once more lift us up, in fpightof Fate,

Neerer our ancient Seat 5 perhaps in view

Of thofe bright confines,whence with neighbouring

And opportune excurfion we may chance (Arms

Re-enter Heav'n 5 or elfe in fome mildeZone.

Dwell not unvifited of Heavns fair Light

Secure, and at the brightning Orient beam

Purge off this gloom*, the foft delicious Air,

To heal the fear* of thefc eorrofive Fires

Shall

380
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Shall breath her balme.But firft whom (hall wcfend
Infearch of this Hew world, whom Ihall we find

Sufficient? who lhall tempt with wandring feet

The dark unboftom'd infinite Abyfs

And-through the palpable obfcure find out

His uncouth way, or fpread his aerie flight

Upborn with indefatigable wings

Over the vaft abrupt , ere he arrive

The happy He 3 what ftrength, what art can then
Suffice, or what evafion bear him fafe

Through the drift Senteries and Stations thick
Of Angels watching round ? Here he had need
All circumfpedion, and we now no lefs

Choice in our fuffrage 5 for on whom we fend
The weight of all and our laft hope relies,

Thisfaid, he fat 5 and expedition held
His lookfufpence, awaiting whoappeer'd
To fecond, oroppofe, or undertake
The perilous attempt : but all fat mute,
Pondering the danger with deep thoughts; 8c each
In others count nance red his own difmay
Moniuht

:
none among the choice and prime

Of thofe Heav'n-warring Champions could be
So hardie as to proffer or accept (found
Alone the dreadful voyage

5 till at laft
Sat**, whom now tranfcendent glory rais'dAbore his fel lows, vvith Monarchal prideS^ unmoved thus fpake,

nd hard, that out of Hell leads%toL\^i
Our

Paradife loft, Book
Our pnfon ftronj^, this huge convex of Fire,
Uutngeous to tit v,,ur,immures us round
Nine.old, and gates of burning Adamant
Ban ,, over us prohibit all egrefs.
Thele pafr, ihmy p.fs, the void profound
Utuneilential Night receives him next

"g
Wide gaping, and with utter lofe of bew
I hreatens lum, plung'd in that abortive gulf.
Ir thence he fcape into what ever world
Or unknown Region, what remains him lefs
Then unknown dangers and as hard efcape.
But I fliould ill become this Throne, O Peers
And this Imperial SovYanty, adorn'd

*

With fplendor, arm'd with power, if aught pro-
And judg'd ofpublic ironient,inthe(hape (pos*d
Of difficulty or danger could deterre
Me from attempting. Wherefore do I afluroe
Theft Royalties, and not refufe to Reign,
Refufing to accept as great a fliare

Of hazard as of honour , due alike
To him who Reigns, and fo aiuch to him due
Of hazard more , as he above theYeft
High honourd fits ? Go therfore mighty powers,
Terror of Heavn, though fall n 5 intend at home,
While here (hall be our home, what beft may eafe
The prefent mifery, and render Hell
Moretollerable^ ifthere be cure or charm
Torcfpiteor deceive, or flack the pain
Of this ill Manflon : intermit no watch
Againft a wakeful Foe, while I abroad
Through alltheconfts of dark deftrudlion feek
Deliverance for us all ; this enterprize
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Thus faying rufe

e Monarch, and prevented nil reply

tdent Jeaft from his refolution raisd

None ihall partake with

L-— T

her* among the chief might offer novj

WM-WmMiMgHHB3S liVBi^Hn

(Certain to be refus'd ) what erO they feard
j

And fo refus'd might in opinion ftand

His rivals, winning cheap the high repute

Which he through hazard huge mil ft earn .But they

Dreaded not more th* adventure then his voice

Forbidding j and at once with him theyrofe 3
:

Thir riling all at once was as the found

pfThunder heard remote.Towards him they bend

With awful reverence prone 3 and as a God
Extoll him equal to the higheft inHeav'n :

Nor fail'd they to cxprefs how much they prais'd,

That for the general fafety he defpis'd

His own : for neither do the Spirits damn'd
Loofe all thir vertues leaft bad men fhould boaft
Thir fpecious deeds on earth, which glory excites,

Or clofe ambition varnifht o're with zeal.
Thus they thir doubtful confutations dark
Ended rejoycing in thir matchlefs Chief

:

As when from mountain topsthedusky clouds
Afcending,while the North wind fleepQ, o'refpread

490 Heav'nschearful face, the lowring Element
Scowls ore the darknd lantskip Snow, or ftowre?

;
If chance the radiant Sun with farewell fweet
.Extend his evening beam, the fields revive,The birdsthir notes renew, and bleating herds
Atteft thir

, y, that hill and valley rings.O fhame to men
! Devil with Devil damn'd

Fi-p, c6„»rd boii, i&as^sgs
Of

^

Othe,vcn!yCraee: and God proclaiming peace,
Yc-t hve in hatred, enmitie, and ftrife
Among themfelves, and levie cruel warres,
Wafting the Earth, each other to deftroy

:

As ,f .which might
: induce us to accord)M.m had not hellift. foes anow befides

Tliat day and night for his deftruftion waite.
I he Stygian Counccl thus diftolv-dj and forth

In order came the grand infernal Peers,
Midft came thir mighty Paramount, and feemd
Alone th Anragomft of Heavn,nor Iefs
Then Hells dread Emperour with pompSupreumAnd God- like .mitated States him rouSd

'

wr-
G

, ,

e
°,

fier,e Se"phim inclos'd
With bright hr,blazonrie, and horrent Arms.
Then of thir Seflion ended they bid cry
With Trumpets regal found thegreat refulr.-
Toward the four winds four fpeedy Cherubim
Put to thir mouths the founding Aichyn ie
By Harolds voice explained : the hollow Abvf,
Heard farr and Avide, and all the hoft of Hell
\\ ithtdeafning (hour, return'd them loud acclaim

j

Thence moreateafethirminds andfomwhatrais'd

I

Disband, and wandrmg, c;achhis flvcralwav
Puf/Ues, as inclination or fad choice
Leads hirn perplexr, where he may likelieft find
Truce Oft his reftfcfi thoughts, and entertain
The ir ome hours, till his great Chiefreturn.
Part.-o* rbe Plain, or jn the Air fublime
Upon the wing,- or in fwifr race contend

Fa '
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55r

56o
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Wich rapid wheels,

As when to warn proud Cities warr appear*

Wag'd in the troubl'd Skie, and Armies rufli

To Battel in the Clouds, before each Van

Pric forth the Aerie Knights, and couch thir fpears

Till t hickeft Legions clofe 3 with feats of Arms
From either end of Heav'n the welkin burns.

Others with vaft Tjpbean rage more fell

Rend up both Rocks and Hills, and ride the Air
In whirlwind j Hell fcarce holds the wiide uproar.
\As when Alcidcs from Oealia Crown'd
' With conqucft , felt th' envenom'd robe, and tore
Through pain up by the roots Tbcffalian Pines
And hichat from the top of Octa threw
Into th* Enboic Sea. Others more milde
Retreated in a filcnt valley, fing

With notes Angelical to many a Harp
Thir own Heroic deeds and haplcfs fall
By doona of Battel -, and complain that Fate
Free ycrtue Oiould enthraj] to Force or Chance
rh,r long was partial, but the harmony

Sanded Hell, and took with ravithment
b J

Thethrongmg audience. In difcourfe moreTweet

Mhougf1 rsmorcdc e> and fe
>

An^f j
lU

>
fo^know edge nbfol

Fate,

Of.

ppjneis ana nnal mi(ery,
Paflion and Apathic, and glory and dm me,
Vain wifdom all, and fnlfc Philofophie :

'

Yet with a pleafing fur.eric could charm
Pain for a while oranguiih^and excite
Fallacious hope, or arm th' obduredbreft
With ftubborn patience as with triple ficcl.

Another part in Squadrons and grofs Bandsj
On bold adventure to difcover wide
That difmal world, if any Clime perhaps
Might yeild them eafier habitation, bend
Four ways thir flying March, along the Banks
Of four infernal Rivers that difgorge
Into the burning Lake thir baleful itreams 5

Abhorred stjx the flood of deadly hate,

Sad Acheron of forrow, black and deeps
y<Cocjtttf) nam'd of lamentation loud
Heard on the ruful ftream 5 fierce fhkgcton
Whofe waves ©f torrent fire inflame with rage.
Farr off from thefe a flow and filentArcam,
Lethe the River of Oblivion roules

Her watrie Labyrinth, whereof who drinks,
Forthwith his former ftate and being forget?,
Forgets both joy and grief, pleafiure and pain,

s
Beyond this flood a frozen Continent
'Lies dark and wilde, beat with perpetual ftorms
Of Whirlwind and dire Hail, which on firm land
Thaws not, but gathers heap, and ruin feenafi

Of ancient pile 5 all elfe deepfnoW andicc,
A gulf profound as that Serbonum Bog
Betwixt Dam*at* and mount Caput okl^

Where
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Burns frorc, and com perrarms in cireu otfir,.

Thither bv harpy-footed t tfr.tfs hail d,

Atxertain' revolutions nil tlieciamn'cl

Are brought •• tod fee! Uj turns Hte bitter clVan^

Of fierce eKtceamkxxtrearns byeha*n^ morefi^
From Beds of raging Fire to ftarve in Ice

3

Thir foft Ethered wiirmfh, and there to pine •

Immovable, infixt, and frozen round,

Periods of time thence hurried b'atk to fire.

They fexry over this Lethean Sound

Both to andfroj thir forrovV to augment,

And wife and ftruggle, as they pate, to reach

The tempting ftr^am, with owe fmall drop to loofe

(n fwcat.forgWulnd fs alt pain and woe.
All inone,moii^hr and Co neer the blink

'5

But fate witHftkids, and-to oppote th-dttempt

i

1

Medufa. with Gorgoni&n terror' guards
The Ford, and or.it fel'f the water flies

All talleicf living. wigfrt, as once iffled
Thelipoi r<j»fafiiw.-« Thus roviflg on
fnconfus'd march fortorn, th' adVtntrous Bands
With, (haddriiig. horror-pale, and eyes aeafV »

View d firlrthir lamentable lot, arid found
No reft

: througfcrmany a dtfrk and: drearie
They Mfs-d, a«d.many. ^Region tlolorous,O re many ft^^ mi a F; ei

.

ie£ri,k
f'

F^^Bog35Deus,and fliades-of

Alfcwerie^Arat^avhichGodby eurfe (death,

H:l

Created evrJ, fct^ff good? '

Where all l^^^ekfi.^ Mature^
Pervert ill^^ ^ ^.
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Abominable, inuttcr rid )'rfc

Then 'Fables yet have frig I, or fenr conceiv'ci,

Gorgons and Tiydr'a '/, and Chimeras dire.

Mean while the Adverfary of God and Man,
ftfAto with thoughts inflam'd of higheft delign,

'

Putb onfwift wings, and towar ^Gite^otHcll
Explores his Solitary flight 5 fonv times

He fcpursthe right hand coalt, U \ times the left,

Now Qiaves with level wing the Deep,then foares.

Up to the fiery concave to.uring high.

As when fnrr ofFat Sea a Fleet defcri'd
:

Bangs in the Cloud by Aiquirjotfidh\N\vi^ )

Clo(e failing from Bengala^ or the Ik

Oiternate and Ticlore^ whence Merchants bring

Thir fpicie Drugs : they on the trading Flood

Through ^he wide Ethiopian to the Cape *

Ply ftemming nightly toward the Pole. Sofeem'cl

Farr off the flying Fiend : at laft' appeer

Hell bounds high reaching to the horrid Roof,

And thrice threefold the Gates 5 three folds wer<

Three Iron, three of Adamantine Rock, '(JBr;

Impenitrable, impaled witli circling fire,

Yet uncoqfum'd. Before the Gates there fat

On cither fide a formidable fhape 5

The one fccm!d Woman to the waitc, and fair,

But ended foul in many a fcaJy fould

Voluminous and vaft, a Serpent nrm'd

With mortal (ling : about her middle round

A cry of Hell Hounds never ceafing bark'd

With wide Cerberean, mouths full loud, and rung

A hideous Peal : yet, when they lift,woM) creep,

If aught difturtfd thir noyfe., into
,
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Within unfeen. r aw "•'^'«» « ""-" rn^c

'd *c»//j bathing in the 5ca that parts '

Caldbfu from the hoarce Tritucrian (Lore :

Nor uglier follow the Night-Hag, when call'd

Infeeret, riding through the A:r llic comes

Lur'd with the fmcll of infant blood, to dance

With LapLwdWitchcSy while the labouring M on

Eclipfesat thir charms. The other fliape,

[f(hape it might be call'd that fliape had none

Diftinguiftiable in member, joynt, or limb
,

Or fubftance might be call-d that fhadow feem'd,

For each feem'd either j black it ftood as Night,

Fierce as ten Furies , terrible as Hell,

And ihook a dreadful Dart 5 what feem'd his head

The likenefsof a Kingly Crown had on.
Satatiwas now at hand, and from his feat

The Monfter moving onward came as faft,

With horrid ftrides, Hell trembled as he ftrode.

Th' undaunted Fiend what this might be admir'd,
Admir'd, not fear'd j God and his Son except,
Created thing naught vallu'd he nor QWd j
And with disdainful look thus firft began.
Whence and what art thou, execrable fliape,

That dar'ft, though grim and terrible, advance
.Thy milcreated Front athwart my way
To yonder Gates > through them I mean to pali,
That be aflurd, without leave askt of thee :Re re, or tatte thy folly, and Jcarn by proor;HeU-born, not to contend with Spirits of Heavn.To whomthe^oblinfuirof wriuth replv'd,Art thou that Traitor ApgeJ, art thou hee,

'

Who

^M
P7 1U

3£S
^*J

rMi
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Who firft broke peace in Heav'n and Fa >tb,till thenUnbrokn, and in proud rebellious ArmsDrew after h.mthe third part of Heav'ns SonsComur d agamft the higheft, for which both ThouAnd they outcaft from God, are here condemn*To wafte Eternal dales in woe and pain >

And reck'n ft thou thy felfwith Spirits ofHeav'n,
Hell-doomd,and breath'ft defiance here and fcorn,
Where I reign King and to enrage thee more,Thy Kmg and Lord > Back to thy punifhment,
Falfe fugitive, and to thy fpeed add wings,
Leaft with a whip of Scorpions I purfue
Thy lmgnng, or with one ftroke of this Dart
Strange horror feife thee,and pangs unfelt before.

So Jpakethe grieflie terrour, and in (hape,
So fpeaking and fo threatning, grew ten fold
More dreadful and deform : on th' other fide
focenc t with indignation Satan ftood
Unternfi'd, and like a Comet burn'd,
That fires the length of OpbiHcut huge
In th' Artick Sky, and from his horrid hair
Shakes Peftilence and Warr. Each at the Head
Level d his deadly aime ; thir fatall hands
No fecond ftroke intend, and fuch a frown
Each caft at th' other, as when two black Clouds
With Heav'ns Artillery fraught , come rattling on
Over the Cafpian, then ftand front to front
Hov ring a fpace, till Winds the fignal blow
To joyn thir dark Encounter in mid air :

So frownd the mighty Combatants, that Hell
Grew darker at thir frown, fo matcht they ftood j
For never but once more was either like
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h ev d, whereof all Hell had rung,

Saakle Sorcerefs that fa

t

Gate, and kept the fatal Key,

Rife and with hideous outcry rufh d between.

n
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Had not tne oa^-

-

h f t j K
Fanny Hell» -J"*^ rUfbd betJe

. Father, what intends thy hand (he cry'd,

At thee ordain d his drudge, to execute

What ere his wrath, which he cafls J uft.ce bids,

His wrath which one day will deftroy ye
(

both.
_

She fpake, and at her words the helhih Peft

Forbore, then thefeto her Satan returhd tv

So ftraage thy outcry, and thy words io itrange

Thou interpofeft, that any fuddcn hand

Prevented (pares to tell thee yet by deeds

What it intends 5 tillfirftl know of thee,

What thing thou art, thus double-form'd,and why

In this infernal Vaile firft met thou call'ft

Me Father, and that Fantafmcairft: my Son ?

1

1 know thee not, nor ever faw till now
Sight more dcteftable then him and thee.

' whoin thus the "Portrefs of Hell Gate reply'd;

Hsft thou furgot me then, and do I fecm
Now in thine eye fo foul, once deemdfo fair

[In Heav n, when at th' Affembly, and in Tight

Of all the Seraphim with thee combined
In bold confpiracy againfi Heav'ns King*-

fAll
on a fuddcn miferable pain

Surpris'dthce^ciim thine eyes, and dizzie fwumin

T

Paradife loft Book
In darkoelsj while thy head flames thick and faft

Threw forth, till on the left fide op'ning wide,
iLikefr to thee in fhipe and count'nance bright,

Then fhining heavYily fair, aGoddefs arm'd
Outof thy head! fprung : amazement feis'd

All th' Hoft of Heav'n } back they recoild afiraid

At firft, and cali'd me Sin, and for a Sign

Portentous held me 5 but familiar grown,
I pleas'd, and with attra&ive graces won
The moll averfe, thee chiefly, who full oft

Thy felf in me thy perfect image viewing

BecanVft enamour'd, and fuch joy thou took'ft

With me in fecret, that my wombconceiv'd

A growing burden. Mean while Warr arofe,

And fields were fought inHeav'iv, wherein remaind

( For what could elfe) to our Almighty Foe

Cleer Vittory, to our part lofs and rout

Through all the Empyrean : down they fell

Drivn headlong from the Pitch ofHeaven, down
Into this Deep, and in the'general fall

T alfo at which lime this powerful Key

[nto my hand was giv*n,with charge to keep

Thefe Gates for ever (hut,which none can pafs

Without my op'ning. Penfivc here I fat

Alone, but long I fat not, till my womb
Pregnant by thee, and now exceffive grown

Prodigious motion felt and rueful throes.

At laft this odious offspring whom thou feeft

Thine own begotten, breaking violent way

Tore through my entrails,that with fear and p;

Diftorted, all my nether ftape thus grew

Transform'd : but he my inbred enemie
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Forth iffu'd, brandifliing his fatal Dart

Made to dertroy : I fled, and cry d out Death
,

HciJ trembl'dat the hideous Name and figh'd

From all her Caves, and back refounded Death.

7ooiI fled, but he purfu'd (though more it fceTOjW
'inflanvd with luft then rage ) and fwiftcr far,

Me overtook his mother all difmaid,

And in embraces forcible and foule

Ingendring with me, of that rape begot

Thefe yelling Monfters that with ceaflefs cry

Surround me, as thou fawft, hourly conceiv'd

And hourly born, with forrow infinite

jTo me, for when they lift into the womb
That bred them they return,and howle and gnaw

800 My Bowels, their repaft 5 then burfting forth

AfreQi with confeious terrours vex me round,
That reft or intermiffion none I find.

Before mine eyes in oppofition fits

Grim Death my Son and foe, who fets them on,
And me his Parent wduld full foon devour
For want ofother prey, but that he knows
His end with mineinvolvd } and knows that I

Should prove a bitter Morfel, and his bane
When ever that (hall be 3 fo Fate pronounced.

810 But thou O Father, I forewarn thee, Ihun
His deadly arrow

h neither vainly hope
To be invulnerable in thofe bright Arms,

'Whg T*?6 h
t
aV

'

n]
y> for that mortal dint,

III S r^
re,gr

\
s above

> none c™^^
SoonkaS "

and
-i,

he futt,e Fiend hk lore

Dear1^^Fld
*Snd thus ™<*erd fmootb.uear Daughter, fince thou claim'ft me for thy Sire,

And

Book
And my fair Son here ihowft me, the dear pledge
Of dalliance had with thee in Hcav'n, and joys
Then fwcet, now fad to mention, through dire

Eefallnusunforefeen,unthouglitof,know (change
I come no cnemie, but to fet free

From out this dark and difmal houfe of pain,
Beth himand thee, and all theheav'nly Hoft
Of Spirits that in our juft pretenfes arm'd
Fell with us from on high : from them I go
This uncouth errand fole, and one for all

My felf expofe, with lonely fteps to tread
Th' unfounded deep, & through the void immenfe
To fearch with wandring queft a place foretold
Should be, and, by concurring figns, ere now
Created vaft and round, a place of blifs

In the Pourlieues of Heav'n, and therein plac't

A race of upftart Creatures, to fupply

Perhaps our vacant room, though moreremov'd,
Leaft Heav'n furcharg'd with potent multitude
Might hap to move new broiles : Be this or aught
Then this more fecret now defign'd, I hafte

To know, and this once known, (hall foon return.

And bring ye to the place where Thou and Death
Shall dwell at eafe, and up and down unfeen
Wing filentlythe buxom Air, imbalm'd
With odours $ there ye (hall be fed and filPd

Immeafurably, all things (hall be your prey.

He ceab'd,for bothfeemd highly pleafd, and Death
Grinnd horrible a gaftly fmile, to hear

His famine fhould be fill'd, and bleft his mawe
Deftin'd to that good hour : no lefs rejoye'd

His mother bad, and thus befpake her Sire.
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j^V The key of this infernal Pit by due,
1

And by command of Heav'ns all-powerful King

I keep, by him forbidden to unlock

Thefe Adamantine Gates ; againft all force

Death ready ftands to inrerpofe bis dart,

Fearlefs to beo'rematcht by living might.

But what cw I to his commands above
Who hates me, and hath hither thruft me down
Into this gloom, of Tartarus profound.

860

870

To fit in hateful Office here confin'd.

Inhabitant of Heav'n, and heav nlie-barn,
Herein perpetual agonie and pain,
With terrors and with clamors compact round
Ofmine own brood, that on my bowels feed •

Thou art my Father, thou my Author, thou
My being gav ft me 5 whom (houldJobey
Sin thec,wW follow? thou wilt bring me foonTo that new world of light and Ui&yJong
The Gods who live at eafc, where I (hall ReignAt thy nght hand voluptuous, as befeeimr

8

inusiajing, from her fide the fatal KevSad inftrument of all our woe, (he took '

And towards the C- ••' 3

"Forthwith the huee Pnrmii; 7/7~™; jMi v
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Harfh Thunder, that the low eft bottom (hook

Of Erebus. She op'nd, but to fnut

Excel'd her power } the Gates wide op n (rood.

That with extended wings aBannerdHoft

LI: 'cr fpreirdEnUgnsmarchingmight pafs through

With Horfe and Chariots rankt in.ioofc arrays

So wide "ttrey: flood, and like a Furnace mouth

Caft forth redounding fmoafc and ruddy flame.

Ikfore thir eyes in fudden view appear

The fecrets .ofthe hoarie deep, a dark

inimitable Ocean without bound 5
("highth,

Without dimenGon, where length, breadth, and

And time and place are loft & where eldeft Night

And ch*os\ Anceftors of Nature, hold

Eternal dtrarchic> amidfl: the noife

Of endlefs warrs, and byconfuCon ftand.

For hot,cold,moift,and dry, four Champions fierce

Strive here for Maiftrie,and to Battel bring

Thir cmhryon Atoms & they around the flag

Of each hisfaftion, in thir ieveral Claims,

Light-'arm'd or heavy, (barp, fmooth,fwift or flow,

Swarm populous, unnumber'd as the Sands

Of Barca or Cyrcnes torrid foil,

Levied to fide with warring Winds, andpoife

Thir righter wings. To whom thefe moft adhere,

Hee rules a moment } Chaos Umpire fits,

And by decifion more imbroiles the fray

By which he Reigns : next him high Ai biter

Chance governs all. Into this wilde Abyfs
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Confus'dly, and^hich thus muft ever fight,

Unlefs th- Almighty Maker them ordain

His dark materials to create more Worlds,

Into this wilde Abyfs the wane hend

Stood on the brink ofHell and look d awhile,

Pondering his Voyage ; for no narrow frith

He had to crofs. Nor was his earelels peal d

With noifes loud and ruinous (to compare

Great things with fmallJ then when EeBona ftorms,

With all her battering Engines bent to rafe

Som Capital City, or Jefs then if this frame

OfHeav'n were falling, and thefe Elements

In mutimie had from her Axle torn

The ftedfaft Earth. At laft his Sail-broad Vannes

He fpreads for flight, andinthefurgingfmoak
,

Uplifted fpurnsthe ground,thence many a League

As iu a cloudy Chair afcending rides

Audacious, but that feat foon failing, meets
A vaft vacuitie : all unawares
Fluttring his pennons vain plumb down he drops
Ten thoufand fadom deep, and to this hour
Down had been falling, had not by ill chance
The ftrong rebufFof fom tumultuous cloud
rnftinft with Fire and Nitre hurried him
As many miles aloft : that furie ftay'd,
Qyencht in a Boggie Syrtk, neither Sea,
Nor good dry Land : nigh.founderdon he fares,
Treading the crude confidence, halfon foot,

AsLrfr
eh
f
°VeS
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him now both °^ and
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Had from his wakeful cuftody purloind
The guarded Gold : So eagerly the fiend
Ore bog orfteep through ftrait,rough,denfe,or rare,
With head, hands, wings, or feet purfues his way,
Andfwims or finks, or wades, or creeps, or flyes

:

At length a univerfal hubbub wilde
Of (running founds and voices all confus'd
Born through the hollow dark a (faults his eare
With loudeft vehemence: thither he plyes,
Undaunted to meet there what ever power
Or Spirit of the nethermoft Abyfs
Might in that noife refide, of whom to ask
Which way the neereft coaftof darknefs lyes
Bordering on light} when ftrait behold the Throne
Of chdoj; and his dark Pavilion fpread

950
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Wideonthewafteful Deeps with himEnthron'd
Sat Sable- vefted Night, eldeft of things,
The confort of his Reign 5 and by them ftood
Orcuf&nd Ades, and the dreaded name
Of Detnogorgon : Rumor next and Chance,
And Tumult arid Cnntu (inn allimbroild,

And Difcord with a thoufand various mouths.
T' whom Satan turning bo!dfy,thus. Ye Powers

AndSpiritsof this nethermoft Abyfs,
Chaos and ancient Night, I come no Spie,

With purpofe to explore or todifturb
The fecretsof your Realm, but by conftraint

Wandringthis darkfome defirt, as my way
,Lies through your fpacious Empire up to light,

Alone, and without guide, half loft,I feek

What readieft path leads where yoiir gloomie
Confine withHeav'n? or if fom other place (bou rids

H From
|

ora

960

m

P
K

970



I

r
* I

5m'^
l

,:
"'E*

V\*-\'."

-* T /.

I

m

Book 2.
Taradifelofi.

•i

P on, vow Dominion won, tl,' Ethereal King

S35S3-JF .^rr^coorfe ,

I Ih

99°

*

Direfted, no
98o I travel^£&»^MB**

eh

%K^tekneiS- and your iway

Toyourbehoof,ifIthat^gio«lcft3

All niuroatton thence
expell d, reduce

ioco

( Which fcSiy prefent)ourney) and once more

Erect the Standerd there of anctent Night 5

Yours be th' advantage all, nine the revenge.

Thus satam and him thus the Anarch old

With faultring fpeech and vifage mcompo^d

Anfwer'd. I know thee, ftranger, who thou art,

That mighty leading Angel, who of late

Made head againft Heav ns King, though over-

I faw and hcard,for fuch a numerous hoft (thrown,

Flednotjnfiiencethrough.the -frighted deep

With ruin upon ruin, rout on rout,

Confufion wo rfe confounded } and Heav'n Gates

Pourd out by millions her vi&orious Bands

Purfuing. I uponlmyFrontier.es here

Keep refidence 5 if all. I can will ffwfe*
'

That little which is left fo to defend
Encroach* on ftill through our inteftine broiles

Weakniog the Scepter of old Night : firft Hell

Your dungeon ftretching far and wide beneath}
Now lately Heaven and Earth, another World
Hung ore my Realm, link'd in a golden Chain
To that fideHeav n from whence your Legions fell

:

If that way be your walk, you have not farr b

So much theneerer danger, goe and fpeeci;
Havock and fpoil and ruin are my gain.

Paradife loft. Book. 2.
wm

*Tfc

He cea/d 5 and Satan mid not to reply,

But glad that now his Sea ihould find a (hore.

With frefti alacritie and force renew'd
Springs upward like a Pyramid of tire

luothewilde expanfe, and through the (hock
Of fighting Elements, on all fides round
Environ'd wins his way} harder befet

And more endanger'd, then when Atgo pafs'd

Through Bofporus betwixt the juftling Rocks

:

Or when Vljjfes on the Larbord fhunnd

Charybdk^ and by th* other whirlpool fteard.

So he with difficulty and labour hard
Mov'd on, with difficulty and labour hee 5

But hee once part, loon after when man fell.

Strange alteration! Sin and Death amain
Following his track, fuch was the will of Heav'n,

Pav'd after him abroad and beaten way
Over the dark Abyfs, whofe boiling Gulf
Tamely endur'd a Bridge of wondrous length

From Hell continu'd reaching th'utmoft Orbe

I
Of this frail World 5 by which the Spirits perverfe

-Wtth-eafie intereeurfe pafs to and fr

To tempt or puni(h mortals, except whom
God and good Angels guard by fpecial grace.

But now at lafl: the (acred influence

Of light appears, and from the walls of Heav'n

Shoots farr into the bofom of dim Night

A glimmering dawn, here Nature firft begins

Her fardeft verge, and Chaos to retire

As from her outmoft works a brok'n foe

With tumult lefs and with lefs hoftiledin.

That Satan with lefs toil, and now with eafe

H 2 Wafts
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Mft^faT^^e by d ubious light

a a Ike a weather-beaten Veflel holds

GladlJ the Port, though Shrouds and Tackle torn.

Or in the emptier wafte, refembling Air

Weighs his fpread wings ,
at leafure to behold

Parr off th' Empyreal Heav'n, extended wide

In circuit, undetermind fquare or round,

With Opal Towrs and Battlements adorn'd

io so Of living Saphire, once his native Seat 3

And faft by hanging in a golden Chain

This pendant world, inbignefs as a Starr

Offmalleft Magnitude clofe by the Moon,

Thither full fraught with mifchievous revenge,

Accurft, and in a curfed hour he hies.

the End of the Second Booh,.
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Ail holy nght,ofspring ofHeav'n fird-born,

Or of th' Eternal Coeternal beam

Maylexprefsthee unblam'd? fmceGod is

7 * (light,

And never but in unapproached light

Dwelt from Eternitie, dwelt then in thee,

Bright effluence of bright eflence increate.

Or hear'ftthou rather pure Ethereal dream,

Whofe Fountain who (hall tell? before the Sun,

Before the Heavens thou wert, and at the voice

Of God, as with a Mantle didd inved

The riling world of waters dark and deep,

Won from the void and formlefs infinite.

Thee I re-vifit now with bolder wing, ,

Efcap't the Stygia» Pool, though long detain'd

In that obfeurefojourn, while in my flight

Through utter and through n.iddle darknefs borne

^
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With other nof« then to th Orphean Lyre

Ifungof
ckaot^AEternalb,tgbtt

Taueht by the heaVnly Mufe to venture down

The dark defccnr, and up to reafcend

ThouRh hard and rare : thee I revifit fafe,

And feel thy fovran vital Lamp j but thou

RcvifiVft not theie eyes, that rowlein vain

To find thy piercing ray, and find no dawn 5

So thick a dropferene hath quencht thir Orbs,

Ordimfuffufionveild. Yet not the more

Ceafe I to wander where the Mufes haunt

Cleer Spring, or (hadie Grove, or Sunnie Hill,

Smit with the love of facred long} but chief

thee Sion and the flowrie Brooks beneath

That wafii thy hallowd feet, and warbling flow,

Nightly I vifir : nor fomtimes forget

Thofe other two equafd with me in Fate,

So were I tqual'd with them in renown,
Blind Thamyris and blind Mtionidcs,

faidTircfias and Vhineus Prophets old.
Then feed on thoughts, that voluntarie move
Harmonious numbers •, as the wakeful Bird
Sings darkling, and in (hadieft Covert hid
Tunes her nocturnal Note. Thus with the Year
Seafons return, but not to me returns
Day orthefweet approach of Ev'n or Morn,
Ur light of vernal bloom, # Summers Rofe,
Or flecks or herds , or human face divine

;

But cloud inftead, nnd ever,.duringdark
surrounds me from the chearful waics ofmenUt off, and for the Book of knowledg fair
Prefented wuhatlniverfal blanc

01

Paradife loft. Book
Of Natures works to oieeexpung'd andras'd;
And wifdome atone entrance quite (hut out.

'

So much the rather thou Celeitial light

Shine inward, and the mind through all her powers
Irradiate, there plant eyes, all mift from thence
Purge and difperfe, that I may fee and tell

Of things invifibleto mortal light.

Now had the Almighty Father from above,
From the pure Empyrean where he fits

High Thron'd above all highth,bent down his eye,
His own works and their works at once to view :

About him all the Sanctities of Heaven
Stood thick as Starrs, and from his fight receiv'd
Beatitude part utterance $ on his right

The radiant image of his Glory fat,

HisonelySon^ On- Earth he fird: beheld
Our two firft Parents, yet the onely two
Of mankind, in the happie Garden plac't,

Reaping immortal fruits of joy and love,

J
Uninterrupted joy, unrivald love
In blifsful folitude* he then furvey'd

Hell and the Gulf between, and Satan there
Coafting the wail of Heav'n on this fide Night
In the dun Air fublimc, and ready now
Toftobp with wearied wings, and willing feet

On the bareoutfide of this World, that feem'd

Firm land imbofom'd without Firmament,
Uncertain which,, in Ocean or in Air.

Him God beholding from his profpecT: high,

Wherein pad, prefent, future he beholds,

Thus to his onely Son forefeeing fpake.

Onely begotten Son, feed thou what rage

Transports
80
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TranTports out adveriarie, whom no bounds

prefcrib'd, nobarrsof Hell, nor all the chains

Heapt on him there, nor yet the main Abyfs

W e interrupt can hold j fo bent hefeems

Oj defperat revenge, that (hall redound

Upon his own rebellious head. And now
Through all reftraint broke Joofe he wings his way
Not fair off Heav'n, in the Precinfts of light,

Dircdly towards the new created World,

90 And Man there plac't, with purpofetoaflay
IF him by force he can deftroy, or worfe.

By fom falfe guile pervert 5 and fhall pervert
3

For man willhearkn to hisglozing lyes,

(And eafijy tranfgrefs the fole Command,
j
Sole pledge of his obedience : So will fall

Hue and his faithlefs Progenie .- whofe fault >

Whofe but his own ? ingrate,he had ofmee
All he could have 5 I made him juft and right,

'

Sufficient to have flood, though free to fall.
5>uch I created all th' Ethereal Powers
And Spirits,both them who ftoodfc them who fidldj
Freely they flood who flood, and fell who fell.

OFfrn^r
W Proofc?u,d they have givn fincereOf true aIIeg,ance

Dconftar* Faith or Love,

S wh^t

h

7 WHat
ft?

needs ^ftdo/appeard,m^^U9^} whatpraifc could they re'

Wh nW nT^ r
0m

r
fl,C

,
h obedi«<*P^ (M«»

ICO

So were create?2?$* I
s
.

to ri^t beWd,
norcanjaftly accufe

Thir

Paradjfe
lofl, Book

Thicker, or thir making, orthirFate;
As it Predefttnation over-rul'd
Thir will, difpos'd by abfolute Decree
Or high foreknowledge

; they themfelves decreed
Thir own revolt, net [ : if I foreknew,
Foreknowledge had no influence on their fault,
Which Irad no Ids prov'd certain unforeknown.
So without leaft impulfeor (hadow of Fate,
Or aught by me immutablie forefeen
They trefpafs, Authors tothemfelve/in all
Both what they judge and what they choofe^ for fo
1 tormd them free, and free they muff remain,
Till they enthrall themfelves : I elfe muft change
1 fur nature, and revoke the high Decree
Unchangeable, Eternal, which ordain'd
Thir freedom they themfelves ordain'd thirfall.
The firlt fort by thir own fuggeflion fell

Self-tempted, felf-deprav'd : Man falls deceiv'd
By the other fir(r: Man therefore (hall find grace,
The other none : in Mercy and Juftice both.
Through Heav'n andEarth, fo (hall my glorie excel,
But Mercy firft and Jaft (lull brighteft (hine.
Thus while God fpake,ambrofial fragrance fill'd

AN Heav'n, and in the blefled Spiritseleft
Senfe of new joy ineffable dtffus'd:
Beyond compare the Son of God was feen
Moft glorious, in him all his Fathcrflion
Subffantially exprefs'd, and in his face
Divine companion vifibly appeerd,
Love without end, and without meafurc Grace
Which uttering thus he to his Father fpake. '

O Father, gracious was that word whichclos'd

__. I Thy
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SSnp /a (liall re found thee ever bk-f|.

Thy creature late fp I.Qvtf d V youngeftSon

Fall circumvented thuj by fraud, though joynd

With his own folly > that be from thee fair,

That fa rr be from thee, Father, who art Judge

Of all things made, and judgeft onely right.

Or (hall the Adverfarie thus obtain

His end, and fruftrate thine, (hall he fulhll

His malice, and thygoodnefs bring to naught,

Or proud return though to his heavier doom,

Yet with revenge accompliuVt and to Hell

Draw after him the whole Race of mankind,

By him corrupted? or wilt thou thy felf

Abolilh thy Creation, and unmake,
For him, what forthyglorie thou hafr made?
So mould thy gocdnefs and thy gre.atr.efs both

BequefUond and blafpheam'd without defence.

To whom the great Creatour thus reply 'd.

Son, in whom my Soul hath chief delight,

Son of my bofom, Sen who art alone
My word, my wifdom, and effectual might,
All haft thou fpok'n as my thoughts are, all

•

As my Eternal pufpofe hath decreed :

Man (hall not quite be loft, bntfav'd who will,

Jet not of will in him, but grace in me
1 reely youtfaft 3 once more I will renew
His Japfed powers, though forfeit and enthral

Bl

Paradife loft.

By fin to foul exorbitant defires b

Upheld by me
, yet once more he (hall (land

On even ground againft his mortal foe,
By me upheld, that he may know how frail

His fali'n condition is, and to meow
All his dcliv ranee, and to none but n:c.
Some I havechofen of peculiar grace
Elect above the red '> foismy will:
1 he reft (ball hear me call, and oft be warnd
Thirfinful ftate, and to appcafe betimes
Th'incenfcd Deitie, while ofFerd grace
Invites 3 for I willclcer thir fenfesdark,
What may fuffice,and fofi'n ftonie hearts

To pray, repent, and bring obedience due.
To prayer, repentance, and obedience due,
Though butendevord with fincere intent.

Mine care (hall not be (low, mine eye not (hut.

And I will place within them as a guide
My Umpire Conferences whom if they will hear,

Light after light well us'd they Hull attain,

And to the end perflating, L\tc arrive.

This my long fufferance and my day of grace

They who neglect and fcorn, (hill never tafte 3

But hard be hard'nd, blind be blinded more,
That they may ftumble on, and deeper fall 5

And none but iuch from mercy I exclude.

But yet all is not don 5 Man difo-beying,

Difloyal breaks his fealtie, and finns

Againft the high Supremacie of Heav'n,

Affecting God-head, and (oloofing all,

To expiate his Treafon hath'-naught left;,

But to deftruttion la-cre evofe,

I 2 H,
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He with his whole pojcruie mult die,

Som other able, and as willing, pay

The rigid fatisfaftion, death for death.

Say Heavnly
Po\vcrf,wherc Ihall we find fuch Ibve,

Whichofyc will be mortal to redeem

Mars mortal crime, and juft th' unjuft to fave,

Dwelsinall Heaven charitie fodeare ?

He ask'd, but all the Heav'nly Quire ftood mute,

And filence was in Heav'n : on mans behalf

Patron or Interceflbr none nppeerd,

220 Much lefs that durft upon his own head draw

The deadly forfeiture, and ranfom fet.

And now without redemption all mankind
Muf

t have bin loft, adjudg'd to Death and Hell

By doom fevere, had not the Son of God,
In whom the fulnefs dwels of love divine.

His deareft mediation thus renewd.
Father, thy word ispaft, man (hall find grace

j

And (hall grace not find means* that finds her way,

The fpeedieft of thy winged meffengers,
230 To vidt all thy creatures, andtoall

Comes unprevented, unimplor'd, unfought,
Happie for man, fo coming 5 he heraide

I240

„..„..„, viicc ucaainnns and loi
Attonement for himfelfor offering meet,
Indebted andundon, hath

Can never feek
5
once dead in fins and lofty

offering 1

FUk„u 1
'

i,Hi »none to brini*

:

Behold mee then, mee for him, Jife for life
toficr, on mee let thine nnger fall;Ke

™a \
] for his fake "* *»*BJ^ A" K'orie next to theeMveiy.pmofF,

andforhimlaftlydie

Well pleas'd, on me let Death wreck all his rage 5

Under his gloomie power I [hall not long
Lie vanquitht} thou hafigivn me to poffefs

Life in myfelf for ever, by thee I live,

Though now to Death 1 yeild, and am his due
All that of me can die, yet that debt paid ,

Thou wilt not leave me in the loathlom grave

His prey, nor fufier my unfpotted Soule

Forever with corruption thereto dwell 5

But I fhall rife Victorious, and fubdue

My Vanquisher, fpoild of his vanted fpoile;

Death his deaths wound ih ill then receive, 6c ftoop

Inglorious, of his mortall fting difarm'd.

I through the ample Air in Triumph high

Shall lead Hell Captive maugre Hell, and (how

The powers of darknefs bound. Thou at the fight

Pleas'd, out ofHeaven (halt look down and fmile.

While by thee rais'd I ruin all my Foes,

Death laft,and with his Carcafs glut the Grave:

Then with the multitude of my redeemd

Shall enter Heaven long abfent, and returne,

Father, to fee thy face, wherein no cloud

Of anger (hall remain, but peace afi'ur'd,

And reconcilement j wrauth (hall be no more

Thenceforth, but in thy prefence Joy entire.

His words here ended, but his meekafpecl

Silent yet fpake, and breatTVd immoital love

To mortal men, above which only (hon

Fi'ial obedience: ssafacrifice

Glad tobeoficr'd, he attends the will

Of his great Father. Admiration feis'd

All Heav'n, what this might mean, & whither tend

won-

250
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but Toon t
Wondring7 vr -

nand Liirt h t he only peace

und out for man

nigh laft created, tnar ror nun i ipare

'•efrom my boforn and right hand, to fave,

"oofins thee a while, the whole Race loft.

300

O thou Eri Heavn . ,

round out for mankind under wrauth,0 thou

Mv fole complacence !
well thou know rt how dear

To ir.e arc all my work., oblMan the leatt

Though laft created,_that for him I ipare

T
Byloofingtliceawnuc, nic ^>'^>-^^tiui[.

Thou therefore whom thou only canft redeeme,

Thir Nature alfo to thy Nature joyne 3

And be thy felf Man among men on Earth,

Madefltfh, when time (hall be, of Virgin feed,

By wondrous birth : Be thou in Adams room

The Head of all mankind, though Adams Son.

As in him perifli all men, fo in thee

As from a fecond root ffiall be reftoi'd.

As many as arereftor'd, without thee none.

His crime makes guiltie all his Sons, thy merit

Imputed fliall abfolve them who renounce
Thir own both righteous and unrighteous deeds,

And live in thee tnmfplanted, and from thee
Receive new life. So Man, as is moft juft,

Shall fatisfie for Man, be judg'd and die.,

And dying rife, and rifing with him raife
His Brethren, ranfomd with his own dear life.
So Heav'nly love flial outdoo HtHifti hate,
Givingto death, and dying to redeeme
So dearly to redeem what Hcllrfh hate'
SoeaGIydeftroyd, and ftill deftroyes

K
Xlt^^Norfhahthoubv defcend

'

Mans Nature, lefs

mg toaffuQie
a ordegradetl ine owne

Bccau fc

Paradife Book
riecaufethou halt, though Thrun'd ihighelt-bjite
requal to Gpd, and qually bj.jo;

God-like fruition., quitted all to fave
A World 1 utter lofs3 and fcift been found
By Merit n ore then Birthright Son of God
Found worthiest to be fo by Ejyog Good,

'

Farr more then Great or High 3 becaufe in thee
Love hath abounded ir.ore then Glory abounds,
Therefore thy Humiliation (lull exalt -

With thee thy Manhood alfq to this Throne $

Here ihalt.thou lit facarnate here flialt iU ie

Both Gocl and M m, Sent 1 of God and Man,
Anointed univerfal King} all Power
r give thee, reign for ever, and aflume
Thy Ments} under thee as Head Supream
Thrones

3
Princedon c,Powen.Doir/inionsl reduce

All knees to thee thai! bow, <pf them that bide-

In Heaven, or Earth, or under Earth in Hell \

When thou at tended gloriou fly from Heav'n
Shalt in theSkie appcer, and from thee fend
The fummoning Archj^VngeTs'to proclayne •

Thy dread Tribunal : forth', rhfrem all Wine
The living, and forthwith the cited dead
Of all part Ages tg the general Doom
Shall haft'n.fucha pealfhall r )fe phil deep.

Then all thyS^u'nts adembl'd, thou ilialt i-;dgc

Bail men and Angels,they arraignd ihall (ink

Beneath thy Sentence^ HeM, her numbers full,

Thercefoith fnal! befor ever , :r. f, ; v. e

TheWerld lliall _i rn, and frc era! tyring;

New Heavn and Earth, u I.ejr ihp
j f fliall

And after all thir tribulations long

I
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See golden days, fruitful of golden deeds

With Toy and Love triumphing, and fair Truth.

Then thou thy regal Scepter (halt ,y by

o A0 For regal Scepter then no more mall need,
54°! God fhall be All in All. But a ye Gods,

Adore him, who to compafs all this dies,

Adore theSon, and honour him as mee.

No fooner had th' Almighty ceas't, but all

The multitudeof Angels with a fhout

Loud as from numbers without number, fweet

As from blefl voices, uttering joy, Heav'n rung

With Jubilee, and loud Hol'anna's fill'd

Th' eternal Regions : lowly reverent

TowardseitherThronetheybow,&tothe ground

With folemn adoration down they call:

Thir Crowns inwove with Amarant and Gold,

[Immortal Amarant, a Flour which ence
fn Paradife, fart by the Tree of Life

Began to bloom, but foon for mans offence
ToHeavh remov'd where firft it grew,there grow.-,

And flours aloft fhading the Fount of Life,

AndwheretheriverofBlifsthroughmidftofHeavn
Rowlso ,

re.E//ji.i» Flours her Amber ftreamj
360 With thefe that never fade the Spirits Elect

Bind thir refplendem locks inwreath'd withbeanv,
Now in loofe Garlands thick thrown off,the bright
Pavement that like a Sea of Jafper (hon
fmpurpl d with Celeftial Rofes fmil'd.

Ofcharmingfymphonie^yint^duce
Their

Paradtfe loft.

Thir facred Song,and waken raptures high 5No voice exempt, no voice but well could joine
Melodious part, fuch concord is in Heav'n
Thee Father firft they fung Omnipotent,

Immutable, Immortal, Infinite,

Eternal King
5 thee Author of all being,

Fountain or Light, thy felf invifible
Amidft the glorious brightnefs where thou fit'ft

Thron'd macceffible, but when thou (had'ft
The full blaze ofthy beams,and through a cloud
Drawn round about thee like a radiant Shrine,
Dark with exceffive bright thy skirts appeer, '

Yet dazle Heav'n, that brighteft Seraphim
Approach not, but with both wings veil thir eyes.
Thee next they fang of all Creation firft,

Begotten Son, Divine Similitude,
In whofeconfpicuous countenance, without cloud
Made viiible, th' Almighty Father 'fhines,

Whom elfeno Creature can behold ^ on thee
Imprefst the effulgence of his Glorie abides,
Transfus'd on- thee his ample Spirit refts.

Hee Heav'n of Heavens and all the Powers therein
By thee created, and by thee threw down
Th' afpiring Dominations : thou that day
Thy Fathers dreadful Thunder didft not fpare,
Nor ftop thy flaming Chariot wheels, that (hook
fteav'ns everlafting Frame, while o're the necks
Thou drov'ft of warring Angels difjrraid.
Back from purfuit thy Powers with loud acclaime
Thee only extold, Son ofthy Fathers might,
To execute fierce vengeance on his foes,

Notfo on Man; him through their malice falln,

K Father
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Father ofMercie and
Grace, thou didft not do

0nie

So (hi&ly 5
but much more to pitieencline

2

No fooner did thy dear and onely Son

Perceive thee purpos'd not to doom frail Man
Softriftly, but much more to pitie enclin'd,

He to appeafe thy wrauth, and end the ftrife

OfMercy and Juftice in thy face difcernd,

Regardlefs of the Blifs wherein hee fat

Second to thee, offerd himfelf to die

For mans offence. Ounexampl'd Jove
3

Love no where to be found lefs then Divine !

Hail Son ofGod, Saviour of Men, thy Name
Shall be the copious matter of my Song
Henceforth, and never (hall my Harp thy praife

Forget, nor from thy Father* praife disjoine.

Thus they in Heavn, above the ftarry Sphear,
Thir happie hours in joy and hymning fpent.
Mean while upon the firm opacous Globe
Of this round World, whofe firft convex divides
The luminous inferior Orbs, enclosed
From Chaos and th' inroad of Darknefs old
Satan alighted walks : a Globe farr off
It feem'd now feems a boundlefs Continent^&#2S Und

?
rthe (™? ofNight

O tf a*d ever-^hreatning flora*

Save on h,l ?rg OT& inclement skie 5^aveonthat fide which from the wallofHeav'n

43 ! Her
in fpacious field.
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Merewalk'd the Fiend atlarge

Wher€fn0WlendgetherovingrWbound
t)if-
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Diflodging from a Region fcarce of prey
To gorge the flefh of Lambs or yeanling Kids
On Hills where Flocks are fed;, flies toward the
Of Ganges or Hjdafies, Indian ftreams

^ (Springs
But in his way lights on the barren plaines
Of Sericana, where Cbinefes drive
With Sails and Wind thir canie Waggons light

:

So on this windieSea of Land
5 the Fiend

Walk'd up and down alone bent on his prey
Alone, for other Creature in this place

Living or livelefs to be found was none.
None yet, but ftore hereafter from the earth
Up hither like Aereal vapours flew
Of all things tranfitorie and vain, when Sin

With vanity had filldthe works ofmen:
Both all things vain, and all who in vain things

Built thir fond hopes of Glorie or lafting fame,
Or happinefs in this or th* other life

5

All who have thir reward on Earth, the fruits

Of painful Superftition and blind Zeal,

Naught feeking but the praife ofmen, here find

Fit retribution, emptie as thir deeds 5

All th* unaccomplifht works of Natures hand.

Abortive, monftrou?, or unkindly mixt,

Diflolvd on earth, fleet hither, and in vain,

Till final diflolution, wander here, (dreamds
Not in the neighbouring Moon, as fome have!

Thofe argent Fields more likely habitants, 460
Traofl ated Saints, or middle Spirits hold

Betwixt th
1

Angelical and Human kinde :

Hither of ill-joynd Sons and Daughters born

Firft from the ancient World thofe Giants came |

K 2 W«h
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Book 3

.

Paradife

With many a vain exploit, though then renownd.

The builders next of Babel on the Plain

oTse^ar, and Hid with va,n defigne

New Mabeb, had they wherewithal), would build;

Others came fingle j hee who to be deemd

170 A God, leap'd fondly into JEtn* flames,

'Empedacla, and hee who to enjoy

Plato's Eljpf*, leap'd into the Sea,

CleombroUis, and many more too long,

Embryo's and Idiots, Eremits and Friers

White, Black and Grey, with allthir trumperie.

Here Pilgrims roam, that ftray'd fo farr to feek

In Golgotha bim dead, who lives in Heav n $

And they who to be fure of Paradife

Dying put on the weeds of Dominic,

Or in Francifcan think to pafsdifguis'd }

They pafs the Planets feyen, and pafs the fixt,

And thatCryftallineiJphear whofe ballance weighs

The Trepidation talkt, and that firft mov'd;
And now Saint Peter at Heav'ns Wicket feems -

To wait them with his Keys, and now at foot
Of Heav'ns afcent they lift thir Feet, when loe

A violent crofs wind from either Coaft
Blows thcmtranfverfe ten thoufand Leagues awry
Into the devious Air 3 then might ye fee
towlcs, Hoods and Habits with thir wearers toft

And flutteid into RaPWj then Reliques, Beads,

480

490

Indulgences Difpenfes, Pardons, Bulls,The fport of Wmds : all thefe upwhirld

The ItZf W and broad
>
finc^ calldThe Paradife ofFools, to few unknown
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Long nftcr
5
now vinpeopl'd

3
and untrod^

All t liis dark Globe the Fiend found as he pafi>Yl
3

And long he vvanderd^ till at Mt a gleaVne

Of dawning light tnrnd tliither-ward in hade
,

Histravell'd .ftepsj farr dilrant hee defcries

Aicending by degrees magnificent:

Up to the wall of Heaven a Structure high,

At top whereof
3
but fair more rich appeerd

The work as of a Kingly Palace Gate

With Frontifpicc of Diamond and Gold

ImbeHilbt
5
thick with fpukling orient Gemmes

The Portal ilion^ inimitable on Earth

'By Model, or by (hading Pencil drawn.

The Stairs were fuch as whereon Jacob faw

Angela afcending and defcendingj bancs

Of Guardians'bright.when he from Efau fled

To T .u\an-Aram\x\ the field of Luz, •

Dreaming by night under the open Skie^

And waking cri'd. This is the Gate ofHeav'n.

Each Stair myfrerioufly was meant, nor flood

There alwaics, but drawn up to Heav'n fomtimes

Viewlefs, and underneath a bright Sea flow'd

Of Jafper 3
orot liquid Pearle, whereon

Who after came from Earth, fayling arriv'd,

Wafted by Angels, or flew. oVe the Lake

Rapt in a Chariot drawn by fiery Steeds.

The Stairs were then letdown, whether to 'dare

The Fiend by eafie afcent, or aggravate

His fad excluficnfrom the dores of-Blifs.

Diredragainfr which op'nd from beneath^

Juft .o're th-e blifsful feat of Paradife,

A paflawedown- to th' Ejrth, a pall age wide,*

Wider
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Wider by farr then that ofafter-times

Over Mount */**, and, though that were large,

Over the Tromisd Land to God io dear,

By which, to vifit oft thofe happy Tribes,

On high behefb his Angels to and fro

pafs'd frequent, and his eye with choice regard

From Tancas the fount of Jtrdans flood

To Becrfaba> where the Holy Land

Borders on Mgyft and the Arabian ftioare
$

So wide the op'ning feemd, where bounds werefet

To darknefs, fuch as bound the Ocean wave.

Satan from hence now on the lower ftair

Thatfcal'dbyftepsofGold to Heav'n Gate
Looks down with wonder at the fudden view
Of all this World at once. As when a Scout
Through dark anddefartwayes with peril gone
All night $ at la ft by break of chearful dawne
Obtains the brow of fome high- climbing Hill,

Which to his eye difcovers unaware
The goodly profpeft of fome forein land
Firft-feen, or fome renownd Metropolis
With glittering Spires and Pinnacles adornd,
Which now the Pvifing Sun guilds with his beams.
Such wonder feis'd, though after Heaven feen,

1 he Spirit maligne, but much more envy fei/d
At fight of all this World beheld fo faire.
Kound he furveys, and well might,where heftood
So high above the rirrU™ r. * :

'

%

ghabo
Of Nights extended (had
Or Libra to th

ve *c circling Canopie
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Paradife loft. Book
He views in bredth, and without longer paufe
Down right into the Worlds firft Region throws
His flight precipitant, and windes witheafe
Through the pure marble Air his oblique way
Amongft innumerable Starrs, thatfrion

Stars diftant, but nigh hand feemd other Worlds,
Or other Worlds they feemd, or happy lies,

Like thofe Hefperian Gardens fam'd of old.

Fortunate Fields, and Groves and flourie Vales,

Thrice happy lies, but who dwelt happy there

He ftayd not to enquire : above them all

The golden Sun in fplendor likeft Heaven
Allur'd his eye : Thither his courfe he bends
Through the calm Firmament 5 but upordowne
By center, or eccentric , hard to tell,

Or Longitude, where the great Luminarie
Alooffthe vulgar Conftellations thick,

That from his Lordly eye keep diftance due,
Difpenfes Light from farr 5 they as they move
Thir Sarry dancein numbers that compute (Lamp
Days, months;, and years, towards his all-chearing

Turn fwift their various motions, or are turnd
By his Magnetic beam, that gently warm?
Thellnivers, and to each inward part

With gentle penetration, though unfeen,

Shoots invifible vertue even to the deep :

So vrondroufly was fet his Station bright.

There lands the Fiend, a fpot like which perhaps

Aftronomer in the Sun's lucent Orbe
Through hisglaz'd Optic Tube yet never fa w.
The place be found beyond expreflion bright,

Cotnpar'd with aught on Earth, Medal or Stones

Not
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Not all parrs likfcj but all ahke informd

Which radiant light, as gWing Iron with fire}

If mcttal, paw feemd Gold, part Silver cleerj

ff (tone Carbuncle moft or Chryfolite,

iRubieor Topaz, to the Twelve that fhon

\nAarom Breft- plate J
anda ftone belides

Imagind rather oft then elfewhere tev,

That ftone, or like to that which here below-

Philofophersin vain fo long have fought,

In vain, though by thir powerful Art they binde

Volatil Hermes, and call up unbound

In various lhapes old Fro tens from the Sea,

Draind through a Limbec to his Native forme.

What wonder then if fields and regions here

Breathe forth Elixir pure, and Rivers run

PotableGold, whdn with one veYtuous touch

Th' Arch-chimic Sun fo farr from us remote
Produces with Terreftrial Humor mixt
Here in the dark fo many precious things

Of colour glorious and tffefl: fo rare ?

Here matter new to gaze the Devil met
Undazl'd, farr and wide his eye. commands,
For fight no obftacle found here, nor (hade,
But allSun.(hine,aswhen his Beams at Noon
Culminate from\W Mqnator , a* they now
Shot upward ftill direft, whence no way round
Shadow from body opaque can fall; and the Aire,
No. where fo deer, (harp nd his vifual ray
Toobjeftsdiftant farr, whereby he foon
Saw within kenn a glorious Angel (land,
The fame whom Johnfw alfo in the Sun :

His back was turnd, but not his brightnefs hid;5
Of

Paradife loft.

Of beaming funnie r\aies, a golden tiar

Circl'd his Head, nor lefs hisLocks behind
Illuftrious on his Shoulders fledge with wings
Lay waving rounds on fom great charge imploy'd
Hee feemd, or fixt in cogitation deep.
Glad was the Spirit impure^as now in hope
To find who might dire&his wandring flight

To Paradife the happie feat of Man,
His journiesend and our beginning woe.
But hrft hecafrsto change his proper fhape,

Which elfe might work him danger or delay :

And now a (tripling Cherube he appeers,

Not of the prime, yet fuch as in his face

Youth fmil'dCeleftial, and to every Limb
Sutable grace diffiis'd, fo well he feignd 5

Under a Coronet his flowing haire

In curies on either cheek plaid
D
wings he wore

Of many a colourd plume fprinkl'd with Gold,
His habit fit for fpeed fuccinft,and held

Before his decent ftepsa Silver wand.
He drew not nigh unheard, the Angel bright.

Ere he drew nigh, his radiant vifageturnd,

Admoniflit by his eare, and (trait was known
Th' Arch- Angel Vricl, oneof thefeavn
Who in Gods prefence, neereft to his Throne
Stand ready at command, and are his Eyes

That run through all the Heav'ns, or down to th!

Bear his fwift errands over moid r^nd dry, (Earth

Ore Sea and Land : h\m Satan thus accofrcs.

Vriel, for thou ofthofe feav'n Spirits that (rand

In fight of Gods high Throne, glorioufly bright,

The lirft art wont his great authentic will

L Inter-
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Book 3.

T^^hTough highett Heav'n to bring

WhSall his Sons thy Etnbaffie attend
5

And here art likelieft by fupream decree
•

Uke honour to obtain, and as h,s Eye

To vifit oft this new Creation round j

UnfpeakabJedefireto fee, and know

All thefe his wondrous works, but chiefly Man,

His chief delight and favour, him for whom

All thefe his works fo wondrous he ordaind.

Hath brought me from the Quires of Gherubim

Alone thus wandring. Brighteft Seraph tell

In which of all thefe mining Orbes hath Man
His fixed feat, or fixed feat hath none,

But all thefe mining Orbes his choice to dwell
5

That I may find him, and with fecret gaze,

Or open admiration him behold

On whom the great Creator hath beftowd

Worlds,and on whom hath all thefe graces powrd;

That both in him and all things, as is meet,

The liniverfal Maker we may praifej

Who juftly hath drivn out his Rebell Foes
To deepeft Hell, and to repair that lofs

Created this new happie Race of Men
To ferve him better : wife are all his wayes.

So fpt>ke the falfe diflembler unperceivd 5

For neither Man nor Angel can difcern
Hypocrifie, the only evil that walks
fnvifible, except to God alone,
By his permiffive will, through Heav'q and Earth i

^°V^ ^ough wifdom wake, fufpicion fleeps

thinks no i' 1

Where

At wifdoms Gate, and to fimplicitie
R-ehgns her charge, while goodnefs

>Vv*v^^B 1
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3

Where no ill feems ; Which now for once beguil'd
Vriel, though Regent of the Sun,and held I

7 oThe (harpeft lighted Spirit of all in Heav'n 3
Who to the fraudulent Impoftor f ule
In his uprightnefs anfwer thus rcturnd.
Faire Angel,thy defire which rends to know
The works of God, thereby to glorifie

The great Work-Maifter, leads" to no excefs
That reaches blame, but rather merits praife

The more it feems excefs, that led thee hither
From thy Empyreal Manfion thus alone,

To witnefs with thine eyes what fome perhaps
Contented with report heare onely in heav'n:

For wonderful indeed are all his works,
Pleafhnt to know, and worthieft to be all

Had in remembrance alwayes with delight 5

But what created mind can comprehend
Thirnumbri, or the wifdom infinite'

That brought them forth, but hid thir caufes deep.
I law when at his Word the formlefs Mais,

This worlds material mould, came to a heap :

Confufion heard his voice, andwilde uproar
Stood rul'd, flood vaft infinitude confin'd 5

Till at his fecond bidding darknefs fled,

Light (hoh, and order from diforder fprung :

Swift to thir feveral Quarters hafted then
The cumbrous Elements, Earth, Flood, Aire, Fire,

And this Ethereal quintelTence of Heav'n
Flew upward, fpirited with various forms,

That rowId orbicular, andturn4 to Starrs

Numberlefs, as thou feefr, and how theymove 5

pJace appointed, each his courfe, y^o
L2 The^

720



^i— ^^^m

j:

m

I

* *

C«Y3 K7# wJVKi

33fV

V.

r- 1

p.
1

74°

750

'
. I

& Y*-
v * **>

AT

KID
" ^ -i

Paradife

' :"ll

'»'\
'fc

:

n

The reft in circuit vvalles this Univerfe.

Look downward on that Globe whofe hither
fij

With light from hence,though but reflefted
5(hj ne

e

That place is Earth the feat of Man, that light

His day, which elfe as th* other Hemifphere

Night would invade, but there the neighbour^
(So call that oppofite fair Starr) her aide (|^

°

Timely interpoles, and her monthly round
D

Still ending, ftillrenewing through mid Heav
With borrowd light her countenance triform
Hence fills and empties to enlighten the Earth
And in her pale dominion checks the night,

'

That fpottowhichl point is Taradife^
Adams abode, thofe Joftie lhades his Bowre*
Thy way thou canft not mifs, me mine requires

Thusfaid, heturnd,and Satan bowing low
As to fupenor Spirits is wont in Heav'n

'

Where honour due and reverence none negletfsTook leave,and toward the coaft of Earth beneathDown from th- Ecliptic, fped with hop'd fuccefsThrows his fteep flight in mm. J> a • l \

'

NorftaiH f;n ~ », &,
m many an Aerie whede.Nor tfaid, till on Ntpkates top he lights

TheE«* of the Third Book.

PARA

PARAD
LOST.

For that warning voice,which he who fiw

Th" Apocalypt, heard cry in Heaven aloud,

> Then whentheDragon,puttofecond rout,

Came furious down to be reveng'd on men.

Wo to the inhabit antson Earth! that now,

While time was, our firft Parents had bin warnd

The coming of thir fecret foe, and fcap'd

Haply fo fcap'd his mortal (bare '> for now
Satan, now firft infiam'd with rage, came down,

The Tempter ere th' Accufer ofman-kind,

To wreck on innocent frail man his iofs

Ofthat firft Battel, and his flight to Hell :

Yet not.rejoycing in his fpeed, though bold,

Far off and fearlcfs, nor with caufeto boaft,

Begins his dire attempt which nigh the- birch

Now rowling, boiles in his tumultuous -bicft,

And like a devillifh Engine back recoiles

Upoi i
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Book. 4 _
Upon i i^elM^ d°ubt^[^
His troubl'd thoughts, and from the bottom

ft irr

The Hell within him, for within him Hell

He brings, and round about him, nor from Hell

One ftep no more then from himfelf can fly

By change of place.-Nowconfcience wakes defpa j r

Thatflumberd, wakes the bitter memorie

Ofwhat he was, what is, and what muft be
-^* ^^ J M A. S— _ _ -m. __ _ f

20

40

Sometimes towaras tieav n anauic ruu-oiazing

Which now fat high in his Meridian [\ wre.-

Then much revolving,thus in fighsbcjian.

O thou that with furpaffing Glory crownd,

^

Look'ft from thy fole Dominion like the God
Ofthis new World 5 at whole fight ail the Starrs

Hide thir diminilht heads 5 to thee t c ill.,

But with no friendly voice, and add thy name
Sun, to tell thee how I hate thy beams

That bring to my remembrance from what ftate

1 fell, how glorious once above thy Spheare 5

Till Pride and worfe Ambition threw me down
Warring in Heav'n againft Heav ns matchlefs King:

Ah wherefore
! he defervd no fuch return

From me, whom he created what I was
Jn that bright eminence, and with his good
Upbraided, none 5 nor was his fervice hard.
What could be.Iefs then to afford him prate,
The eafieft reebmpehee, and pay him thanks,How due

!

yet oil hi, good pro^d ill in me,
And wrought hut malice 3 lifted up fo high

I

Paradife

Ifdeind _fubjeftion, ««) thought one ftep higher
Would fet nw higheft, and in a moment quit
I he debt immenfe of endlefs gratitude
So burthenfome, ftill paying, mil to ow\
Forgetful what from him I ftill receivd,
And underftood not that a grateful m'ind
By owing owes not, but ftill pays, at once
Indebted and difchargd 5 what burden then i

had his powerful Deftiny ordaind
Me fome inferiour Angel, I had flood
Then happie 5 no unbounded hope had rais'd
Ambition. Yet why not? fom other Power
As great might have afpir'd, and me though mean
Drawn to his part 5 but other Powers as great
Fell not, but ftand unfhakn , from within
Or from without, to all temptations arm'd
Hadft thou the fame free Will and Power to ftand?
1 nou hadft

: whom Haft thou then or what to ac-
But Heavnsfree Love dealt equally to all > fcufe
Be then his Love accurft, fince love or hate,
To me alike, it deals eternal woe.
Naycurs'd be thou 5 fince againft his thy will
Chofe freely what it now fo juftly rues.
Memiferable ! which way (hall I ffie

Infinite vvrauth, and infinite defpaire ?

Which way I flie is HeJl 5 my felf am Hell
\And in the loweft deep a lower deep

Still threatning to devour me opens wide,
To which the Hell I fuffer feems a Heav'n.

'

O then at laft relent : is there no place
Left for Repentance, none for Pardon left ?
None left but by fubmiffion 5 and that word

'

ixifdain
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With other prom^ndc
Then to fubmit, ooaiung » ^

ThfOmnipotent. Ay me they little know

How dearly 1 abide that boaftfovaine,

Under what torments inwardly I groane :

While they adore me on the Throne of Hell
, |

With Diadem and Scepter high advanc't

The lower ftill I fall, onely fupream

Jnmiferie^ fuch joy Ambition findes.
#

But fay I could repent and could obtaine

By Aft of Grace my former flute 5 now foon

Would highth recal high thoughts.how foon unfay

What feign'd fubmiffion fwore: eafe would recant

Vows made in pain, as violent and void

.

For never can true reconcilement grow (deep
j

Where wounds of deadly hate have peire'd fo

Whichwould but lead me to a worfe relapfe,

And heavier fall : fo fhould I purchafe deare

Short intermiffion bought with double fmart.

This knows my punilher } therefore as farr

From granting hee
3
as I from begging peace :

All hope excluded thus, behold in (lead

Of us out-caft, exil'd, his new delight.

Mankind created, and for him this World.
So farwel Hope, and with Hope farwel Fear,

Farwel Remorfe ; all Good to me is loft $

Evil be thou my Good $• by thee at leaft

Divided Empire with HeaVns King! hold
By thee, and mure then half perhaps willreigne;
As Man ere long, and this new World (hall know-

Paradife loft Book 4
1 m

Thus while he fpake
3each paffion dimmed his face

Thrice changed with pale, ire, envie and defpair,
Which marrd his borrow'd vifage, and betraid'
Him counterfet, if any eye beheld.
For heav'nly mindes from fuch diftempers foule
Are ever cleer. Whereof hee foon aware,
Each perturbation fmooth'd with outward calme.
Artificer of fraud * and was the firft

That pra&isd falfhood under faintly ftiew,

Deep malice to conceale, couch't with revenge

:

Yet not anough had pra&isd to deceive
Vriel once warnd 5 whofe eye purfu'd him down
The way he went, and on th' Ajj'yrian mount
Saw him disfigur'd

3more then could befall

Spirit of happie fort : his geftures fierce

He markd and mad demeanour, then alone,
As he fuppos'd, all unobferv'd, unfeen.
So on he fares, and to the border comes
Of £</*«, where delicious Paradife,

Now nearer, Crowns with her enclofure green,
As with a rural mound the champain head
Of a fteep wildernefs, whofe hairie fides

With thicket overgrown, grottefque and wilde,
Accefs deni'd 3 and over head up grew
Infuperable highth of loftieft (hade.

Cedar, and Pine,and Firr,and branching Palm,
A Silvan Scene, and as the ranks afcend
Shade above (hade, a woodie Theatre
Of ftatelieft view. Yet higher then thir tops
The verdurous wall ofParadife up fprung :

Which to our general Sire gave profpeft large

Into his neather Empire neighbouring round
M

.

And

120

F30

-< ft 1

H

*v

i

I

1 I

140

I

r v



p *
. , v.

H1 1 ^^^^H
M fci

i^f
I -I

^^H

Book 4.

And higher
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then that Wall a circling row
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And h.gnerrn-
j denwith fairert Fruit,

^S^^FStVatonceofgo.denhue
i^S with iray enameld colours n.ixt :

Then in fair Evening Cloud, or hum d Bow

When God hath fhovvrd the earth; (o lovely feemd

Th.tLant.kip: And of pure now purer aire

Meets his approach, and to the heart infpires

Vernal delight and joy, able to drive

Allfadnefs but defpair: now gentle gales

Fanning thir odoriferous wings difpenfe

Native perfumes, and whifper whence they Role

Thofe balmie fpoiles. As when to them who iaite

Beyond the Cape of Hope, and now are paft

Mozambic,oft atSea North-Eaft windes blow

Sabean Odours from the fpicie fhoare

Of Arabie the Weft, with fuch delay (L

17c

Wellpleas'd they flack thir courfe, and many a

Cheard with the grateful fmell old Ocean fmiles.

So entertaind thofe odorous fweetsthe Fiend

Who came thir bane, though with them better

Then Afmo&ais with the fifliie fume, (pleas'd

Thatdrove him
5
though er*amourd

3
from theSpoufe

Of Tobits Son, and with a vengeance fent

1

U*f.

• Nowtoth" afcentofthat fteepfavage Hill

Satan had journied on, penfive and flow }

But further way found none, fo thick entwin'd,

ergrow
Of (hrabs and tangling bufhes had perplext
All path ofManorBeaR that paft that way :
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1

One Gate there onely was, and that look'd Eaft
Onth other fide: which whcnth'arch-fellon faw
Due entrance hedifdaind, and in contempt,

™°,nn
nigl't bound high overleap'd all bound

Of Hill or higheft WalJ, .md (heer within
Lights on his feet. As when a prowling Wolfe,Whom hunger dnves to feek new haunt for prey,
Watching where Shepherds pen thir Flocks at eeve
In hurdl'd Cotes amid the field fecure,
Leaps ore the fence with eafe into the Fould :

Or as a Thief bent to unhoord the calh
Of fome rich Burgher, whofe fubftantial dores,
Crols-barrd and bolted faft, fear no aflault
In at the window climbes, oro're the tiles I
Soclombtbis firfl grand Thief into Gods Fould •

Sofince into his Church lewd Hirelings climbe
Thence up he fit w, and on the Tree of Life,
The middle Tree and higheft there that grew,
Sat like a Cormorant ; yet not true Life
Thereby regaind, but fat devifing Death
To them who liv'd 5 nor on the vertue thoueht
Or that hfe-givmg PJant, but only us'd
For profpeft, what well us'd had bin the pledge
Of immortalitie. So little knotvs
Any, but God alone, to value right
The good before him, but perverts beft things
To worft abufe, or to thir meaneft ufe.
Beneath him with new wondernow he views
To all delight of human fenfe expos 'd

In narrow room Natures whole wealth, yea more,
A[Heaven on Earth: for blrfsful Parndife
Of God the Garden was, by him in the Eaft

M 2 of
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Of Eden planted 3 E<&* ftrerchd her Line

VvoxnAuran Eaftward to the Royal Towrs

Ofgreat Seleucia, built by Grecian Kings,

Or where the Sons ofEden long before

Dwelt in Telafar: in thispleafant foile

His farr more pleafant Garden God ordaind
3

Out of the fertil ground he caus'd to grow
All Trees of nobleft kind for fight, fmell, tafte

5

And all amid them flood the Tree of Life,

High eminent, blooming Ambrofial Fruit

Of vegetable Gold 5 and next to Life

Our Death the Tree of Knowledge grew faft by
Knowledge ofGood bought dear by knowing ill.

*

Southward through Eden went a River large, (hill

Norchang'dhiscourle, but through the fhaggie
Pafs'd underneath ingulft, for God had thrown
That Mountain as his Garden mould high rais'd
Upon the rapid current, which through veins
Ofporous Earth with kindly thirft up drawn,
Rofe a frelh Fountain, and with many a rill
Waterd the Garden, thence united fell
Down the fteep glade, and met the neather Flood,
Which from hi. darkfom paffage now appeers,
And now divided into four main Streams,
Runsd,vers, wandring many a famous Realme

Rn^T
8try W

u
e
L
re°f here need * ™ account,But rather to tell how, if Art could tell,

RowlW
mth

n -

aph
i
re FoUnt ^e crifp^d Brooks,Rowling on Orient Pearl and fands of Gold,

vifitJDg each plant, and fed
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in Beds and curious Knots, but Nature boon
Powrd forth profufe on Hill and Dale and Plaine,
Both where the morning Sun firft warmly fmote
The open field, and where the unpierc't (hade
[rnbround the noontide Bowrs:Thus was thisplace,

A happy rural feat ofvarious view 5 (Balme,
Groves whofe rich Trees wept odorousGumms and
Others whofe fruit burnifht with Golden Rinde
Hung amiable, Hefierian Fables true,

If true, here onely, and of delicious tafte :

Betwixt them Lawns, or level Downs, and Flocks
Grafing the tender herb, were interpos'd,

Or palaiie hilloc, or the flourie lap

Offom irriguous Valley fpread her (lore,

Flours of all hue, and without Thorn the Rofe

:

Another fide, umbrageous Grots and Caves
Ofcoole recefs, o're which the mantling Vine
Layes forth her purple Grape, and gently creeps
Luxuriant ? mean while murmuring waters fall

Down the flope hills, difperft, or in aLake,
That to the fringed Bank with Myrtle crownd,
Herchryftall mirror holds,unitethir ftreams.

The Birds thir^uireapply^ aires, vernal aires,

Breathing the fmell of field and grove, attune
The trembling leaves, while Univerfal Pan
Knit with the Graces and the Hours in dance
Ledonth' Eternal Spring. Not that faire field

Of Enna
9
where Proferpin gathring flours

Her felf a fairer Floure by gloomie Dis
Wasgatherd, which coft Ceres all that pain

To feek her through the world 5 nor that fweet

Of Daphne by Qrontes, and th'infpir'd (Grove
Cafiaiian
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^Z^ Spring might with this ParaJifc

Of Eden tow h nor that N//e/^ I e

• Girt with the River Triton, where old CW,
Whom Gentiles Ammon call and Libyan Jove,

Hid Amalthea and her Florid Son

Young Bacckwfrom his Stepdame ftfce* / eye
5

Nor where Aba\fm Kings thir iflue Guard,

Mount Amara, though this by fom fuppos'd

True Paradife under the Ethiop Line
j

By N//*/head, enclos'd with ftiningRock,

A whole dayes journey high, but wide remote

From this Ajjjrian Garden, where the Fiend

Saw undelighted all delight, all kind

Of living Creatures new to fight and ftrange:

Two of far nobler fhape ereft and tail.

Godlike erefr, with native Honour clad

In naked Majeftie feemd Lords of all,

jAndworthiefeemd, for in thir looks Divine
[The image of thir glorious Maker (lion,

ruth, Wifdome, San&itude fevere and pure,
evere, bnt in true \\\h\ freedom plac't 3

Whence true autoritie in men 5 though both
Not equal, as thir fax not equal feemd 5
^or contemplation hee and valour formd,
or foftnefs fhee and fweet attractive Grace
r

ee for God only, (hee for God in him :

Hisfoft large Front and Eye fublime declared
Abfolute rule 5 and Hyacinthm Locks
ound from his parted forelock manly hung
lultring, but not beneath his fhoulders broad:

Shecasa vail down tothe (lender wafte
Her unadorned golden treffes wore

Disfhc-

mT*n*

.? r.
1* mm W

__: J
I I

1
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Disfheveld, but in wanton ringlets vvav'd

As the Vine curies her tendrils, which impli'd
Subjeftion , but rcquir'd with gentle fway,
And by her yeilded,by him beft receivd,

Yeilded with coy fubmiffion, ir.odeft pride,

And fweet reludtant amorous delay.

Nor thofe myQerious parts were thenconceald,
Then was not guiltie fliame, dilhoneft fhame
Of natures works, honor difhonorable

,

Sir.-bred, how have ye troubl'd all mankind
With (hews inftead, meer (liews of fecming pure,

And baniflit from mans life bis happieft life,

Simplicitie and fpotlefs innocence.

Sopafsd they naked en\ nor Qiund the fight

Of God or Angel, for they thought no ill :

So hand in hand they pafsd, the lovliefl: pair

That ever fince in loves tmbraces met

,

Adam the goodlieft man of men fince borne

His Sons, the faireft of her Daughters Eve.

Under a tuft of (hade that on a green

Stood whifpering foft, by a frefh Fountain fide

They fat them down , and after no more toil

Of thir fweet Gardning labour then fuffie'd

To recommend coole Zcphjr, and made eafe

Moreeafie, wholfom thirft and appetite

More grateful, to thir Supper Fruits they fell,

Nectarine Fruits which the compliant boughes

Yeilded them, fide- long as they fat recline !

Onthefoft downieBank damaskt with Hours;

The favourie pulp they chew, and in the rinde

Still as they thirfted fcoopthe brimminp; ftream ,

Nor gentk purpofe , nor endearing (miles

J

Wanted,
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^^^^tSiTddliance as befeems

Fair couple, linkt in happie nuptial League,

940
all chafc

350

360

Fair couple, linkt in u«^.v-.r,™ —,-,

Alone as they. About them frisking playd

All Beafts of th" Earth, fince wilde, and of

In Wood or Wildernefs, Forreft or Den ;

Sporting the Lion rampd, and in his paw

Dandld the Kid 5 Bears, Tygers, Ounces, Pards

Gambold before them, th' unwieldy Elephant

To make them mirth us'd all his might,& wreathd

His Lithe Probofcis ; clofe the Serpent fly

Insinuating, wove with Gordian twine

His breaded train, and of his fatal guile

Gave proofunheeded j others on the grafs

Coucht, and now fild with pafture gazing fat,

Or Bedward ruminating : for the Sun
Declin'd was haftingnow with prone carreer

To th' Ocean lies, and in th'afcending Scale
Of Heav'n the Starrs that ufher Evening rofe :

When Satan frill in gaze, as firft he ftood,
Scarce thus at length faildfpeech recoverdfad.

OHell! what doe mine eyes with grief behold,
Into our room of blifs thus high advanc't
Creatures of other mould, earth-born perhaps,
Not Spirits, yet to heav'nly Spirits bright
[-'"le inferior

} whom my thoughts purfue
With wonder, and could love, fo lively fhines
In them Divine refemblance, and fuch grace
The hand that formd them on thir fhape hath
Ah gentle pairjee little think how nigh (pourd.
your change approaches, when all thefe delights
Will vanifh and deliver ye to woe,
More woe, the more your tafte is now of joy;

Happy;

^P

Taradife lofl Book 4
[Happie, but for fo happie ill fecur'd •

fe^ Your Heav'n
111 fenc t for Heav'n to keep out fuch a foe
As now is enterd

b yet no purposed foe
Toyou whom I could pittie thus forlorn*
Though I unpittied. League with you lfeek,
And mutual amine fo ftreight, fo clofe,
That I with you mud dwell, or you with me
Henceforth

3 my dwelling haply may not pleafe
Like this fair Paradjfe, your fenfe, yet fuch

w^ J
0UT

r
Makers work

5
he gave it me,

Which I as freely gives Hell (hall unfould,
To entertain you two, her wideft Gates,
And fend forth all her Kings 5 there will be room,
Not like thefe narrow limits, to receive
Your numerous ofspring; if no better place,
Thank him who puts me loath to this revenge
On you who wrong me not for him who wrongd.
And ihould I at your harnJefs innocence
Melr, as I doe, yet public reafon juft,
Honour and Empire with revenge enlarg'd,
By conquering this new World, compels; me how
Todowhatelfe though damnd 1 fliould abhorre.

So fpakc the Fiend, and withneceffitie,
The Tyrants plea* exeus'd his derjfflj&ed*
rThen from his loftie fhnd on that high Tree
Down he alights an ong ihe fprrtful Herd
Of thofe fourfooted kind cs,bm;f elfnow one,
Now other, as thir fhape.fesvd befl: his end
Neererto view his prty, and untfpi'd
To mr.rk whatof thirftatch< -ore might learn
By word or aftion markt .• aL>out them round

N
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——^ThTft^lkes with fiene glare

Then as a Tiger, who by chance hath fm d

In feme Purlieu two gentle Fawncs at play,

Strait couches clofe, then nhng changes oft

His couchant watch, as one who chofe his ground

Whence rufhing he might fureft [eifcthem both

Grip t in each paw : when AdamMtot men

To firft of women Eve thus moving ipeech,

Turnd him all eare to heare new utterance flow.

Sole partner and fole part of all thefe joyes,

Dearer thy felf then all; needs muft the Power

That made us, and for us this ample World

Be infinitly good, and of his good

As liberal and free as infinite

,

That rais'd us from the dud: and plac't us here

In all this happinefs, who at his hand

Have nothing merited, nor can performe

Aught whereof hee hath need, hec who requires

From us no other fervicethento keep
This one, this eafie charge, of all. the Trees
In Paradife that beare delicious fruit

So various, not to tafte that onely Tree
Of knowledge, planted by the Tree of Life,

Soncer grows Death to Life, what ere Death is,

Som dreadful thing no doubttfor well thou knowft
God hath pronounc't it death to tafte that Tree,
The only fign of our obedience left
Among fo many fignes of power and rule
Conferrd upon us, and Dominion giv'n
Over all other Creatures that pofleffe
Earth, Aire, and Sea. Then let us not think hard
One— n 1 •' •

\

cade prohibition, who enjoy

H\

Paradife loft. Book.

Free leave fo large to all things elfe, and choice
Unlimited of manifold delights :

But let us ever praife him, and extoll
His bountie, following our delightful task
To prune thefe growing Plants,8ctend thefe Flours,
Which were it toilfom, yet with thee were fweet.
To whom thus Eve repH'd. Othcu for whom

And from whom I was formd flefhof thy flelh,

And without whom am to no end, my Guide
And Head, what thou haftfaidis juft and right.
For wee to him indeed all praifes owe,
And daily thanks, I chiefly who enjoy
So farr the happier Lot, enjoying thee
Preeminent byfo much odds, while thou
Like confort to thy felf canft no where find.
That day loft remember, when fromfleep
I firft awak't, and found my felf repos'd
Under a (hade on flours, much wondring where
And what I was, whence thither brought,and how.
Not diftant far fromthence a murmuring found
Of waters iffu'd from a Cave and fpread
Into a liquid Plain* then ftood unmov'd
Pure as th

3

expanfe of Heav'n 5 I thither went
With unexperienc't thought, and laid me downe
On the green bank, to look into the cleer
Smooth Lake, that to me feemd another Slue.
As I bent down to look, jiiftoppofite

3

A Shape within the watry gleam appeerd
Bending to loo!- online, I ftarted back,
It ftarted back, but pie »$d I foon returnd,
Pieas'd it returnd as foon with anfvv ering Jooks
Of fympathie aad Jove, there I had fixt
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Mine eyes till now, nnd pin d with v. n dcfire
,

Had not a voice thuswarnd me, What thou feeft

What there thou feeft fair Creature >s thy fclf,

With thee it came and goes : but follow me,

And I will bring thee where no lb idow ftaies

Thy coming, and thy foft imbraces hee

Whofe image thou art, him thou Hull enjoy

Infeparablie thine, to him (halt beare

Multitudes like thy felf, and thence becall'd

Mother of human Race : what could I doe,

But follow (trait, invilibly thus led >

Till I efpi'd thee,fair indeed and tall,

Under a Platan, yet methought lefs faire,

Lefs winning foft, lefs acniablie milde,

Then that fmooth watry imagej back I turnd,

Thou following cryd'ft aloud, Return fair Eve,.

Whom fii'ft thou? whom thou fli'ft.of him thou art

Hisflefh, his bone 3 to give thee being I lent

Out of my fide to thee, neereft my heart

Substantial Life, to have thee by my fide

Henceforth an individual folace dear;
Part ofmy Soul I feek thee, and thee claim
My other half: with that thy gentle hand
SdLdmine, Iyeilded, and from that time fee
How beauty is excelld by manly grace
Andwifdom, which alone is truly fair.

So fpake our general Mother, and with eyes
Of conjugal attraftion unrcprov'd,

meek furrender
, half Embracing Ieand

On our fiift Father, half herfwelling Bread
Naked met his under the flowing Gold
Of herloofe treiles hid: he in delight

And

Paradife loft Book 4

I

Both ot her Beauty and fubmiflive Charms
Stnil'd with fuperior Love, as Jupiter

On jftftfo imiles, when he imprcgns the Clouds
That (hed May Flowery and prefs'd her Matron lip

With hides pure : afidethe Devil turnd

For eiivie, yet with jealous leer maligne

Ey'd them askance, and to hiinfelf thus plaind.

Sight hateful, fight tormenting! thus thefe two
Imparadis't in one anothers arms

The happier Edetj> (hall enjoy thir fill

Of blift on blifs, while I to Hell amthruft,

Where neither joy nor love, but fierce defire,

Among our other torments not the lead,

Still unfulfill'dwith pain cf longing pines 5

Yet let me not forget what I have gain'd

From thir own mouths 3 all is not theirs it fee ins:

One fatal Tree there ftands of Knowledge calhd,

Forbidden them to tafte : Knowledge forbidd'n ?

Sufpicious,reafonIefs. Why thould thir Lord

Envie them that ? can it be fin to know,

Can it be death ? and do they onely ftand

By Ignorance, is that thir happie ftate,

The proof of thir obedience and thir faith?

O fair foundation laid whereon to build

Thirruine ! Hence I will excite thirminds

With more defire to know, and to reje&

Envious commands, invented with defigne

To keep them low whom knowledge might exalt

Equal with Gods 3 afpiring to be fuch,

They tafte and die .• what likelier cm eniue ?

But firft with narrow fearch I mud walk round

This Garden, and no corner leave unfpi'd 3

A
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A chance butctocinay lead where I may~i^

Some vvandring Spirit of Hcav n by Fountain fid.

Or in thick (hade retir'd, from him to draw

What further would be learnt. Live while ye may,

Vet happie pair 5 enjoy, till I return,

Short pleafures, for long woes are to faceted.

So faying, his proud ftep he icornful turned,

But with flycircumfpeftion, and began (roam
.

Through wood,through wafte^'rehi^o're dale his

Mean while in utmoft Longitude, where Heav n
With Earth and Ocean meets, the fetting Sun

Slowly defcended, and with right afpect

Againft the eaftern Gate of Paradife •

Leveld his eevning Rayes : it was a Rock
Of Alablafter.pil'd up to the Clouds,

Confpicuous fart, winding with one afcent

Acceffible from Earth, one entrance high j

The reft was craggie cliff, that overhung
Still as itrofe, impoffible to climbe.
Betwixt thefe rockie Pillars Gabriel fat

Chiefof th' Angelic Guards, awaiting night ',

About him exercis'd Heroic Games
I

Th' unarmed Youth of Heav'n, but nigh at hand
Celeftial Armourie, Shields, Hclmes, and Speares
Hung high with Diamond flaming. and with Gold
Thither came Vriel, gliding through the Eeven
On a Sun beam, fwift as a (hooting Starr
n Autumn thwarts the night, when vapors fir'd
Imprefs the Air, and (hews the Mariner
From what point of his Compafs to beware
Impetuous winds: he thus began in hafte.
Cabnel, to thee thy courf by t ot hath giv'n

iti_rj*rj\
m

VW

v^-t*
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Charge and ftrift watch^T^ this happie pi^No evil thing approach or enter in *
This day at h:ghth of Noon came to my SpheareA Spirit, zealous, as he ieerr/d

9
to know

More of th' Almighties works, and chiefly Man
Gods lateii Image : I defcrib'd his way
Bent all on fpeed, and markt his Aerie Gate 3But in the Mount that lies from Eden North
Where he firft lighted, foondifcernd his looks
Alien fromHeav'n,with paffions foulobfcur'd •

Mine eye purfu'd bimftill, but^nderftade
Loft fight ofhim 3 one of the banilht crew
I fear, hath ventured from the deep, to raife
New troubles 3 him thy care muft be to find.
To whom the winged Warriour thus returnd :

Vrid, no wonder if thy perfet fight,
Amid theSuns bright circle where thou fitfty

Seefarrand wide : in at this Gate none paft
The vigilance here plac t, but fuch as come '

Well known from Heavn* and fince Meridian hour
No Creature thence : if Spirit of other fort,
So minded, have crreleapt thefe earthie bounds
On purpofe, hard thuu knowft it to exclude
Spiritual fubftance with corporeal barr.
But if within the circuit of thefe walks
In-whatfoeverfhape he lurk, ofwhom
Thou telft, by morrow dawning I (hall know.
So promis'd hee, andt^r/e/to his charge

Returnd on that bnghtbeam,whofe point nowraisd
Bore him flope downward to the Sun now fall'n
Beneath th* Azores ^whither the prime Orb
Incredible how fwifk, had thither rowl'd.
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Book 4.
Parad/fe loft.

Dkuna],orthisiefS volubil
Earth

,

6io

KToer flight toM Eaft, had left him there

Arrayin^vith reflecled Purple and Gold

The Clouds that on his Weftem Throne attend

:

Now came ftill Eevning on, and Twilight gray

• HadinherfoberLiverie all things clad s

oo
;

SiIence accompanied, forBeaft and Bird

They to thir graffie Couch, thefetothir Nefts

Were flunk, all but the wakeful Nightingale
j

She all night long her amorous defiant fung*

Silence waspleas'c^: now gJow'd the Firmament

With living Saphirs : Hcfpcrv* that led

The ftarrie Hoft, rode brighteft, till the Moon
RJfingin clouded Ma jeftie, at length

Apparent Queen unvaild her peerlefs light,

And o're the dark her Silver Mantle threw.

When Ad*m thus to Eve : Fair Confort, th' hour

Of night, and all things now retir'd to red

Mind us oflikerepofe, fince God hathfet

Labour and reft, as day and night to men
Succcffive, and the timely dew ofdeep
Now falling with foftflumbrous weight inclines

Our eye-lids^ other Creatures all day long
Rove idle unimploid, and Jefs need reft 5

Man hath his daily work of body or mind
Appointed, which declares his Digtiitie,
And the regard of Heav'n on all his waies J

While other Animals unaftive range,
And of thir doings God takes no account.
To morrow ere frefh Morning ftreak theEaft
Withfirft approach of light, we muft be ris'n,

And at our pleafant labour, to reform
Von

Paradife loft. Book. 4
Yon flourie Arbors, yonder Allies green,

Our walks at noon, with branches overgrown,
That mock our fcant manuring, and require

More hands then ours to lop thir wanton growth ;

Thofe BlofToms alfo, and thofe dropping Gumms, 63
That lie beftrowneunfightly and unfmooth,
Afk riddance, iPwe mean to tread with eafe 5

Mean while,as Nature wills, Night bids us reft.

To whom thus Eve with perfet beauty adornd.

My Author and Difpofer, what thou bidft

Unargu'd I obey 5 fo God ordains,

God is thy Law, thou mine : to know no more
Is womans happieft knowledge and her praife.

With thtre converting I forget all time,

All feafons and thir change, all pleafe alike. 640
Sweet is the breath ofmorn, her rifing fweet,

With charm of earlieft Birds , pleafant the Sun
When firft on this delightful Land he fprcads

His orient Beams, on herb, tree, fruit, and flour,

Gliftring with dew 5 fragrant the fertil earth

After fo'ft fhowers 5 and fweet the coming on

Of grateful Eevning milde, then filent Night

With this her folemn Bird and this fair Moon,
And thefethe Gemms of Heav'n, her ftarrie train

:

But neither breath of Morn when (he afcends 650

With charm of earlieft Birds, nor riling Sun

On this delightful land, nor herb, fruit, floure,

Gliftring with dew, nor fragrance after (howers,

Nor grateful Evening mild, nor filent Night

With this her folemn Bird, nor walk by Moon,

Or glittering Starr-light without thee is fweet.

But wherfore all night long (hine thefe, for whom6
O This
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Book 4. Paradife loft.

This glorious fight, when fleep hath (hut all eye«;

To whom our general Anceftor repli'd.

660 Daughter of God and Man, accomplice Eve,

Thofe have thir courfe tofinifli, round the Earth,

By morrow Eevning, and from Land to Land

[a order, though to Nations yet unborn,

Miniftring light prepar'd, they fct and rife
5

Leaft total darknefs (hould by Night regaine

Her old pofl'effion, and extinguilh Jife

[n Nature and all things, which thefe foft fires

Not only enlighten, but with kindly heatc

Ofvarious influence foment and warme,
67c

J

Temper or nourifh, or in part fhed down
Thir fteJIar vertue on all kinds that grow
On Earth, made hereby apter to receive

Perfeftion from the Suns more potent Ray.
Thefe then, though unbehdd in deep of night,
Shine not in vain,nor think,though men were none
That heav'n would want fpefrators,God want praife-

Millions of fpiritual Creatures walk the Earth
Unfeen, both when we wake, add when we deep:
All thefe with ceaflefs praife his works behold
Both day and night : how often from the fteep
Of echoing Hill or Thicket have we heard
Celeftial voices to the midnight air,
Sole, orrefponfiveeach to others note
Singing thir great Creator.- oft m bands
While they keep watch, or nightly rounding walk
With Heav nly touch of inftrumental founds
hi full harmonic number joind, thir fongs

Thus talking hand in hand alone they pafs'd

On

>
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Paradife loft. Book 4.

On to thir blifsful Bovver , it was a place

Chos'n by the fovran Planter, when he frarn'd

All things to mans delightful ufe } the roofe

Of thickeft covert was inwoven (hade

Laurel and Mirtle, and what higher grew
Of firm and fragrant leaf } on either fide

Acant bus, and each odorous bufhie fhrub

\

690

Fenc'd up the verdant wall 5 each beauteous flour,

Irk all hues, Rofes, and Geflamin (wrought
Rear'd high thir flourifht heads between, and

Mofaic$ underfoot the Violet,

Crocus, and Hyacinth with rich inlay (flone

Broiderd the ground, more colour'd then with

Of coftlieft Emblem : other Creature here

Beaft, Bird, Infeft, or Worm durft enter none \

Such was thir awe of man. Infhadier Bower
Morefacred and fequcfterd, though but feignd,

Van or Silvanus never flept, nor Nymph,
Nor F annus haunted. Here in clofe recefs

WithFIowers,Garlands, and fweet-fmel ling Herbs

Efpoufed Eve deckt firft her Nuptial Bed,

And heav'nly Quires the Hymensan fung,

What day the genial Angel to our Sire

Brought her in naked beauty more adorn'd,

More lovely then Pandora, whemthe Gods

Endowd with all thir gifts, and O too like

In fad event, when to the unwifer Son

Ofjaphet brought by Hermes, flic enfnai'd

Mankind with her faire looks, to be aveng'd

On him who had ftole jfwei authentic fire.

Thus at thir ftadie Lodge arriv'd^ be th ftood
:

Both turnd, and under op n Skie cdot'd
j
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Book 4.

Th^Go^that made both Skie, Air,Earth & Heav n

(Which they beheld,the Moons refplendent Gl be

And ftarrie Pole : Thou alfo macTft the Night,

Maker Omnipotent, and thou the Day,

Which we in our appointed work imployd

Havefinifht happie in our mutual help

And mutual love, the Crown of all our blifs

Ordain'd by thee, and this delicious place

730 For us too large> where thy abundance wants

paftikers, latra Utidroptfells tb^thc ground. : - -J

But thou haft promis'd from us two a Race
To fill the Earth, who (hall with us extoll

Thy goodnefs infinite, both whenwe Wake,
And when wefeek, as now, thy gift ofdeep.
This faid unanimous, and other Rites

Obferving none, but adoration pure
Which God likes beft, into thir inmoft bower
Handed they went 5 and eas'd the putting off

740! Thefe troublefom difguifes which wee wear.
Strait fide by fide were laid, nor turnd I weene
Adam from his fair Spoufe, nor Eve the Rites
Myfterious ofconnubial Love refus'd :

Whatever Hypocrites aufterely talk
Of puritie and place and innocence,
Defaming as impure what God declares
Pure and commands to fom, leaves free to all.
Our Maker bids increafe, who.bids abftain

Z\Z5^°r
yer3foc t0 God and M™ ?

Hailc wedded Love, myfterious Law, true fourfefe °%"ng, Tole proprietie,

By thee adulterous luft was driv n from men
Among
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Paradife loft 4Book
Among the beftial herds toraunge, by thee
Founded in Reafon, Loyal, Juft, and Pure
Relations dear, and all the Charities
Of Father, Son, and Brother firft were known
Farr be it, that I fhould write thee fin or blame
Or think thee unbefitting holieft place
Perpetual Fountain of Domeftic fweets
Whofe Bed is undefil'd andchaftpronounc't,
Prefent, or part, as Saints and Patriarchs us'd.
Here Love his golden (hafts imploies, here lights
His conftant Lamp

, and waves his purple wings.
Reigns here and revels 5 not in the bought fmile
Of Harlots, lovelefs

, joylefs, unindeard,
Cafual fruition, nor in Court Amours
Mixt Dance, or wanton Mask, or Midnight Bal,
Or Serenate, which the flarv'd Lover fings

To his proud fair, beft quitted with difdai.n.

Thefe lulld by Nightingales imbraceing flept,

And on thir naked limbs the flourie roof
Showrd Rofes,which the Morn repaired. Sleep on,
Bfeft pair \ and O yet happieft if ye feek
No happier ftate, and know to know no more.
Now had night meafur'd with her fhaddowieCone

Halfway up Hill thisvaft Sublunar Vault,
And from thir Ivorie Port the Cherubim
Forth ifliiing at th'accuftomd hourftood armd
To thir night watches in warlike Parade,
When Gabriel to his next in power thus (pake.

Vzziel, half thefe draw off, and coaft the South
With ftri&eft watch} thefeother wheel the North,
Our circuit meets full Weft. As flame they part

Half wheeling to the Shield, half to the Spear.

From
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FrorrTThcfcTwo rtrong and fettle Spirits he cajjd

Thatncer him flood, and gave them thus in charge

lthuriel and Zephon, with wingd fpe ed 6
'

790 'Search through this Garden,Ieay unfearcht nonook

I

But chiefly where thofetwo fair Creatures Lodr>
e

5

Now laid perhaps afleep fecure of harrre. b
'

This Eevning from the Sun's decline arriv 'd

Who tells offom infernal Spirit feen

Hitherward bent (who could have thought? J e .

The barrs ofHell,on errand bad no doubt; (fcapy

Such where ye find, feifefaft, and hither bring.

So faying, on he Jed his radiant Files,

Dnz'lin

8co

810

the Moon; thefe to the Bower direft
In fearch of whom they fought : him there they

Squat like a Toad,clofe at the eare ofEve; (found
Allaying by his Devilifli art to reach
The Organs of her Fancie , and with them forge
Illufion^ as he lift, Phantafms and Dreams,
Onf, infpiring

; venom, he might taint
TIj' animal Spirits that from pure blood arife
Like gentle breaths from Rivers pure,thence raife
At Icaftdiftemperd, difcontented thoughts,
Vain hopes, vainaimes, inordinate defires
Blown up wnh high conceits ingendring pride.
Him thus intent itburid with his Spear

TonS fS't, for no falmood can endureTouch of Ceeftial temper, but returnsOf force to its own likenefs .• up he ftarts
D.fcoverdandfuroriz'H. Ac „,uLl r_ i
Lights on a „__
fit for the Tui/fem M

ndlurprizd. As whenafpark
heap of nitrous Powder, laid

a„„; a
n fom Mag"-in to ftoreAgamft a rnmord Warr, ?he Smuttie graine
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Paradife loft. 4Book
With fudden blaze dirWJ, inflames the~Air7i
So (carted up in his own fhape the Fiend
Back ttept thofetwo fair Angels h.ilfamaz'd
So fudden to behold the grieflie King

5

Yt™£U
?
'
u
?m9vd with fear, accoft him foon.

Which of thoferebell Spirits adjudg'd to Hell

u/T r^' ^^ thyP"fon and transform d,Why iatlt thou like an enemie in waite
Here watching at the head of thefe that fleep >

Know ye not then did Satan, filld with feorn
Know ye not me > ye knew me once no mate
For you, there fitting where ye durft notfoare*
Not toknowmee argues your felves unknown,
Theloweft of your throng* or if ye know,
Why ask ye, and fuperfluous begin
Your melTage, like to end as much in vain >

To whom thus Zephon, anfwering fcorn with fcorn.
Think not, revolted Spirit, thy lhape the fame,
Or undiminiftit brightnefs, to be kmwn
As when thou ftoodft in Heav'n upright and pure

$

That Glorietben, when thou no more waft good.
Departed from thee, and thou refembl'ft now
Thy fin and place of doom obfeure and fou!e.
But come, for thou, befure, (halt give account
To him who fent us, whofe charge is to keep
This place inviolable , and thefe from harm.
So (pake theCherube, and hisgrqve rebuke

Severe in youthful beautie , added grace
Invincible : abaflit the Devil ftood,
And felt how awful goodnefsis, and faw
Vertue in her iliape how iovIy,faw, and pin'd
His lofs y but chiefly to find here obfervd

His
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\

His luftrc vifibJy impar'd 3 yet feemd

Undaunted. Iflmuft contend, faidhe,

Bed: with the beft, the Sender not the Tent,

Or all at once 5 more glorie will be wonn,
Or lefs be loft. Thy fear, faid Zephon bold.

Will fave us trial what the leaft can doe
Single againft thee wicked, and thence weak.
The Fiend repli'd not, overcome with rage-

But likea proud Steed reind, went hautie on
Chaumping his iron curb : to ftriveor flie

He held it vain $ awe from above had quelld
His heart,not elfe difmai'd. Now drew they nigh
The weftern point, where thofe half-rounding
Juft met,&clofing flood in fquadronjoind (guards
Awaiting next command. To whom tbir Chief
Gabriel from the Front thus calld aloud.
O friends, I hear the tread of nimble feet

Halting this way, and now by glimps difcerne
Ithuriel and Zephon through thefhade,
And with them comes a third of Regal* port
But faded fplendor wan } who by his gate '

And fierce demeanour feems the Prince of Hell,Not likely to part hence without conteft 1
Stand firm, for in his look defiance lours.

Ana h?I^1
A
I
n
i
Cd3When thofe two approachd

Hot bid
atCdfT they brought,wher found,
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Paradife loft. Book 4
Toqucftion thy bold entrance on this place 5
rnploi d it feems to violate flecp, and thofe
Whofe dwelling God hath planted here in blifs tTo whom thus Satan with contemptuous brow.
Gabriel, thou hadft in Heav n th' efteem of wife,
And inch Ibe!dthee$ but this qucftion askt
Puts me in doubt. Lives ther who loves his pain >

Who would not,finding way
5break loofe from Hell,

Though thither doomd? Thou wouldft thy felf,no
And boldly venture to whatever place (doubt,
Fartheft from pain, where thou mightfl hope to
Torment with eafe, & fooneft recompence (change
Dole with delight, which in this place I fought 3To thee no reafon 5 who knowft only good,
But evil haft not tri'd : and wilt objeft
His will who bound us > let him furer barr
His Iron Gates, if he intends our ftay
In that dark durance: thus much what was askr.
The reft is true, they found me where they fay 3
But that implies not violence or harme.
Thus heeinfeorn. The warlike Angel mov'd,

Difdainfully half failing thus repli'd.
O Jofs ofone in Heav n to judge of wife,
Since Satan fell, whom follie overthrew,
And now returns him from his prifon fcap't,

Gravely in doubt whether to hold them wife
Or not, who ask what boldnefs brought him hither

j

Unlicenc't from his bounds in Hell prefcrib'd 3

So wife he judges it to fly from pain
However, and tofcape his punilhment.
So judge thou ftilj, prefumpttious^ till the wrautbj
Which thou incurr'ft by flying, meet thy flight

P Seavcn*]
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(SeavenfuM, and fcoiirge that wifdom back to HCJI

(Which taught thee yet no better, that no pajn
3

Can equal anger iofinite.provok't.

But wherefore thou alone ( wherefore with thee
Came not all Hell broke Joofe? is pain to them
Lefs pain, lefs to be fled, or thou then they
Lefs hardie to endure ? courageous Chief,
The firft in flight from pain, had'ftthovi alleg'd
To thy deferred hoft this caufe of flight,
Thou fureiyhadftnot come foie fugitive.
To which the Fiend thus anfwerd frowning ftern

Not that I lefs endure, or (brink from pain,
Multing Angel, well thou knowftl flood
Thy fierceft

, when in Battel to thy aide

IS r ^V°
L
lied Thunder made all fpeedAnd fexonded thy elfe not dreaded SpearBu it,],thy words at random, as before,

Argue thy inexperience what behoovesFrom hard aflaies and ill fuccefles partA- a.thful Leader, not to hazard ail

fete oi' ^ngerJ>y himfeif untri'd.tneretore, I alone firft undertookTowlng thedefolate Abyfs, and fpfe
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Book. 4
' To whom the warriour Angel foon repli'd.

To (ay and ftrait unfay, pretending firft

Wife to flie pain
,
profeffing next the Spie,

Argues no Leader, but a lyar trac%
Satan, and couldft thou faithful add? Oname,
O facred name of faithfulnefs profan'd

!

Faithful to whom ? to thy rebellious crew ?

Armie of Fiends s
fit body to fit head $

Was this your discipline and faith ingag'd,

Your military obedience, to diflolve

Allegeance to tti' acknowledge Power fupream ?

And thou fly hypocrite," who now Wouldft feem
Patron of liberty, who more then thou
Oncefawn'd, and cring'd, and fervilly ador'd
Heav'ris awful Monarch? wherefore but in hope
To di(p.;ffefs him

3
and thy felf to reigne >

But mark what I arreede thee now, avant 5

Flie thither whence thou fledfi: : iffrom this houre
Within t:;efe hallowd limits thou appeer.

Back toth' infernal pit I drag thee chaind,

And Scale thee fo, as henceforth not tofcorne
Thefacil gates of hell too (lightly barrd.

Sothrcun'd hee, but Satan to no threats

Gave heed, but waxing more in rage repli'd.

Then when I am thy captive talk of chaines,

Proud limitarie Cherube, but ere then
Farr heavier load thy felfexpeft to feel

From my prevailing artne, though Heavens King

Ride on thy wines, and thou with thy Compeers,
Us'd to the yoak

3
draw'ft his triumphant wheels

In progrefs through the rode of Hfeav nStar-p.iv'd.

While thus he fpake^th' Angelic Squadron bright
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I

Turnd fierie red, fliarpning in mooned homes
980 Thir Phalanx, and began to hemm him round

With ported Spears, as thick as whtn a field

Of Ceres ripe for harveft waving bends

Her bearded Grove of ears^ which way the wind
Swayes them} the careful Plow/nan doubting ftands
Lea/Ton the threfhingfloore his hopeful (heaves

Prove chaff. On th' other fide Satan allarm/d
Collecting all his might dilated flood.,

Like Tcneriffot Atltts unremov'd :

His ftature reach t the Skie., andon hrsdeft
99°. Sit horror Plum cl j nor wanted in hisgrafpe

vVhatfeernd both Spear and Shield: now dreadful
Might have enfu'd , nor onely Paradife (deeds
In this commotion , but the Starrie Cope
Of Hea v/n perhaps, or all the Elements
At leafi had gon to rack , difturbd and torne
With violence of this conflift, had not foon
Th' Eternal to prevent fuch horrid fray
Hung forth in Hcav'n his golden Scales, yet feen
Bctw Ixt Afina and the Scorpion fane

^
Wherein allthjngs created firft he weighdThe pendulous round Earth with ballanc't Aire
Incounterpoife, now ponders all events
Battels and Realms: in thefe he put wo weightsThe fequel each of parting and offigh
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Paradife loft.

To trample thee as mire : for proof look up
And read thy Lot in yon celeftial Sign (weak
Where thou art weigh'd, 8c mown how licht how
If thou refill:. The Fiend lookt up and knew'
His mounted fcale aloft: nor more , but fled
Murmuring, and with him fled the (hades of night.
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BOOK V.

Ow Morn her rofie fteps in th' Eaftern

. . Clime
Advancing, iow'd the Earth with

„., ,

0rient Pearle,
When Jdaaivrak't, focufromd, for
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Shot forth peculiar GrarpT^Tu " ^ —

Heavns.aftbeftk^eJer'nttH^

Calfsus' weShf ^^ a " d the fefi ^ldCaiJsus we joie the prime, to mark how fprineOur tended Plants.how blows the Citron Gro"eWhat drops the Mynhe,& what the baZVe ReVdHow Nature paints her colours, how the Bee
'

Sits on the Bloom extrafting liquid fweet.
Such whifpermg wak'd her, but with nartl'd eyeOrxAdam> whom unbracing, thus {he fpake.O Sole m whom my thoughts find all repofe,My Clone, my Perfeft,on, glad I
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for l this Night,

Such night till this I never pafs'd, havedreaSVd
If dream d not as I oft am wont, of thee,
Works of day pafs't, or morrows next define
But of offence and trouble, which my mind
Knew never till this irkfum night; methought
iCJofc at mine ear one call'd me forth to walk
With gentle voice, I thought it thine ; it faid,Why fleepftthou Bvtl now is the pleafanttime,
I he cool

5 thefilent, fave where fik nee yields
To the night-warbling Bird,thatnow awake
.Tunes fweeteft

;
his love-labor'd fong s now reignes

* uirOrb d the Moon, and with more pleafine light
Shadowie fetsoffthe face of things 5 in vain
if none regard 3 Heav'n wakes with al! his eyes,Whom to behold but thee. Natures defire,
In whofe fight all things joy, with ravifiWr.t
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Paradife loft.

Attracted by thy beauty (till to gaze.

I rofe as at thy call, but found thee not 5

To find thee I direfted then my walk 5

50 And on, methought, alone I pafs'd through ways
That brought ine on a fudden to the Tree
Of interdided Knowledge : fair it feem'd,

Much fairer to my Fancie then by day ;

And as I wondring lookt, befide it ftood

One fhap'd & wing'd like one of thofc from Heav'n
By us oft feen 5 his dewie locks diftill'd

Ambrofia 5 on that Tree he alfo gaz'd 3

And O fair Plant, faid he, with fruit furcharg'd
Deigns none to eafe thy load and tafte thy Tweet
Nor God, nor Man 5 is Knowledge fo defpis'd ?
Or envie, or what referve forbids to tafte >

Forbid who will, none (hall from me withhold
Longer thy ofFerd good, why elfe fet here ?
Thisfaidhepaus'dnot, but with ventrous Arme
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t3ft

J

ed3 meeda™P horror chil'd
At fuch bold words voucht with a deed fo bold :

Buthethusoveyoyy, O Fruit Divine,

FoSdd'n hi '
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mUCh morc fweet thus ^opt,
b orbidd n here, it fcems, as onely fitFor Gods, yet able to make GodsofMen
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Partake thou alfo- I ,
Se,,c Eve
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Dot ^ Earth confind,

But

But fomtimes in the Air, as wee, fomtimes
Afcend to Heavn, by merit thine, and fee

What life the Gods livethere, and fuch live thou.
So faying, he drew nigh, and to me held,

Even to my mouth ofthat fame fruit held part

Which hehadpluckt} the pleafantfavouriefmcll

So quick'nd appetite, that I, methought.
Could not but tafie. Forthwith up to the Clouds
With him Iflew, and underneath beheld

The Earth outftretcht immenfe, aprofpeft wide
And various : wondring at my flight and change
To this high exaltation , fuddenly

My Guide was gon,and I, me thought, funk down,
And fell afleep, but O how glad I wak'd
To find this but a dream ! Thus Eve her Night
Related, and thus Adam anfwerd fad.

Beft Image of my felf and dearer half,

The trouble of thy thoughts this night in deep
AfFe&s me equally \ nor can I like

This uncouth dream, ofevilfprung I fear 3

Yet evil whence ? in theeenn harbour none.

Created pure. But know that in the Soule

Are many leffer Faculties that ferve

Reafonaschief^ among thefe Fanfie next

Her office holds 3 of all external things,

Which the five watchful Senfes reprefent,

She forms Imaginations, Aerie fhapes,

Which Reafon joyning or disjoyning, frames

All what we zffirm or what deny, and call

Our knowledge or opinion 5 then retires

Into her private Cell when Nature refts.

Oft in her abfence mimic Fanfie wakes
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work produces oft, and molt in dreams,

Som fuch refemblances methinkslfind

Of our laft Eevnings talk, in this thy dre

But with addition ftrange 5 yet be not fad.

Evil into the mind of God or Man

May come and go, fo unapprov d, and leave

No (pot or blame behind : Which gives me hope

That what in fleep thou didftabhorr to dream.

Waking thou n^ver wiltconfent to do:

Be not difaeart'nd then, nor cloud thofe looks

That wont to be more chearful and ferene

Then when fair Morning firft fmiles on the World,

And let us to our frefli imploymentsrife

Among the Groves
5
the Fountains, and the Flours

That open now thir choiccft bofom'd fmells

tlefervd from night,and kept for thee in (lore.

So cheard he his fair Spoufe, and (he was cheard,

But filently a gentle tear let fall

From either eye, and wip'd them with her haire
3

Two other precious drops that ready flood.
Each in thir chryfral fluce, he ere they fell
K/ifs'd as the gracious figns of fweet remorfe
And pious awe, that feard to have offended
Soallwascleard, and to the Field they hafte.

But hrft from under fliadie arborous roof
Soon as they forth were, come to open fight

^h l"?3*
m
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Sun
>
wh° &** «p riftn

Sin n ^^g^cthe Ocean brim,hot parald to the earth his dewierav
OifcovenngmwidcLamskioalrX

p all the Eaft

Of

k

Of Paradife and Eden* ha-ppie Plains,
9 1 t * it

Lowly they bow'd adoring, and began

ThirOrifons, each Morning duly paid

fn various ftyle, for neither various ftyle

Nor holy rapture wanted they to praife

Thir Maker, in fit ftrairis pronounct or fung

Unmeditated, ftich prompt eloquence

Flowd from thir lips, in Profe or numerous Verfe,

More tuneable then needed Lute or Harp

To add more fweetnefs, and they thus began.

Thefe are thy glorious works Parent of good,

Almightie, thine this univerfal Frame,

Thus wondrous fair } thy felfhow wondrous then

!

Unfpeakable, who fitft above thefe Heavens,

To us invifible or dimly feen

In thefe thy loweft works, yet thefe declare

Thy goodnefs beyond thou ght,and Power Divine:

Speak ye who beftcan tell,ye Sons of light,

Angels, for ye behold him,and with fongs

And choral fymphonies, Day without Night,

Circle his Throne rejoycing, yee in Heav'n,

On Earth joyn all yee Creatures to extoll

Him firft, him laft, himmidft, and without end.

Faireft of Starrs, laft in the tram ofNight,

If better thou belong not to the
:

dawn,

Sure Pledge of day, that crownft the fmihng Morn

With ij bright Circlet, praife him in thy Spheare

While day arifes, that fweet hour of Prime
" ' " World both Eye and Souk.
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Thou Sun,of this great

Acknowledge him thy Greater, found hispra
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In thy eternal cour fe both when thou climb'ft

And when highNoon haft gain
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Book 5
Tardife loft,

/Moon, that jkw^^^Jffi^S? fii>ft

With the fixt Starrs, fixt in thir Orb that flies,

And yec five other wandring Fires that move

In myftic Dance not without Song, refound

Hispraife, who out of Darknefs call'd up Light.

Aire, and ye Elements the eldeft birth

Of Natures Womb, that in quaternion run

Perpetual Circle, multiform $ and mix

And nourilh all things, let your ceaflefs change

Varie to our great Maker ftill new praife.

YfcMifts and Exhalations that now rife

From Hill or (teaming Lake, duflue or grey,

Till theSun paint your fleecie skirts with Gold,

[n honour to the Worlds great Author rife.

Whether to deck with Clouds the uncolourdfkie,

190 Orwet the thirftie Earth with falling (bowers,

Riling or falling ftill advance his praife.

His praife ye Winds,that from four Quarters blow,
Breath foft or loud} and wave your tops, ye Pines,
With every Plant, in (Ign of Worfhip wave.
Fountains and yee, that warble,as ye flow,
Melodious murmurs, warbling tune his praife.

I
Joyn voices all ye living Souls, ye Birds,
That finging up to Heaven Gate afcend,
Bear on your wings and in your notes his praife $Yee that in Waters glide, and yee that walk
The Earth and (lately tread, or lowly creep 5

T m?
lfI

^,fllent
> Morn or Eeven,

?

Made vocal by my Song, and taught his
' ounteous ftill

200

H ail univcrfal Lord, be b
' 8lVe us oael

y good 3 andlFthe nigh

t

praife

Have
\

Have gathered aught of evil or conceald,

Difperfe it, as now light difpels the dark.

Sopray'd they innocent, and to thirthcughts

Finn peace recoverd foon and wonted calm.

On to thir mornings rural work they hafte

Among fwtct dewes and flours 5 where any row

Of Fruit-trees overwocdie reachd too farr

Thir pamperd boughes,and needed hands to check

Fruitlefs imbraces : or they led the Vine

To wed her Elm 5 (he fpc\:s
J

d about him twines

Her manageable arms , and with her brings

Her dowrth' adopted Clutters, to adorn

His barren leaves. Them thusimploid beheld

Withjpittie Heav'ns high King, and tohimcall'd

Raphael, the fociable Spirit, that deign d

To travel w^ith Tobias, and fecur'd

His rrarriage with thefeaventirr.es wedded Maid.

Raphael, faid hee,thcu bear ft what ft i r on Earth

Satan from Hell fcap't through the darkfomGulf

Hath raifd in Paradife, and how difturbd

This night the human pair, how he dedgnes

In them at once to ruin all mankind.

Go therefore, half this day as friend with friend

Converfewith Adam, in what Bowreor ll'ade

Thou find'ft him frcm the heat of Noon rctir'd,

To refpit his day-labour with reprft,

Or withrepofe* and fuch difcourfe bring on,

As may advife him cf his bappfe ftate,

Happinefs in his power left free to will,

Left to his ownfree Will, his U\\\ though free,

Yet mutable 5 whence warne him to beware

He fvverve not too fecure ; tell him vvithall

71C

$m^
4

220

-

—..
I

230

His



p
J

I

I

I I

! I

>.*V

A V'

^

I I EH

H
I

Jk

:'-tf?wtf rti

Pit by deceit and lies * this let him know,

Leaftllfully tranfgreffing he pretend

S prifnl, unadmoniOnt, unforewarnd

?o fpaketh' Eternal Father, andfulfilld

AJlJuAicc: nor dclaid the winged Saint

Afterhis charge rcceivd j but from among

Thoufand Ccleftial Ardors, where he ftood

50 Vaild with his gorgeous wings up fpringing light

Flew through the midft ofHeav n^th angelicQuires

On each hand parting, to his fpeed gave way

Through all th' Empyreal road-, till at the Gate

Of Heavnarriv'd,the gate felfopend wide

On golden Hinges turning, as by work

Divine the fov'ran Archited had fram'd.

From hence, no cloud or, to obftrud: his fight,

Starr interpos'd, however fmallhe ftes,

Notunconform to other (hining Globes,

Earth and the Gard'n of God, with Cedars crownd

Above all Hills. As when by night the Glafs

Of Galileo, lefsaffur'd , obferves
fmagind Lands and Regions in the Moon :

Or Pilot from amidfl: the Cjcladct
Delos or Samos firft appeering kenns
A cloudy fpot. Down thither prone in flight
He fpeeds, and through the vaft Ethereal Skie
Sules between worlds"& worlds, with fteddie wing
Now on the polar windes, then with quick Fann
Winnows the buxom Alt 5 till within foare

Of
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Of Towring Eagles., to alkheFowleshefeems

A Thanix, gaz'd by all, as that foleBird

When toenihrine his reliquesin the Sun's

Bright Temple, to j£g)plian 7heb's he flies.

At once onth' Eaftern cliff of Paradife

He lights., and to his proper flupe returns

A Seraph wingd } fix wings lie wore, to fhade

His lineaments Divine } the pair that clad

Each fhouldcr broad, came mantling o're his brcft

With regal Ornament 5 the middle pair

Girt likeaStarrieZone his wafte, and round

Skirted his loinesand thighes with downie Gold

And colours dipt in HeavM , the third his feet

Shaddowd from either heele with feat herd maile

Skie-tinftur'd grain. Like Maias fon he flood,

And fkook his Plumes, that Heav'nly fragrance filld

The circuit wide. Strait knew him all the bands

Of Angels under watch 5 and to hisftate,
.

And to his meffage high in honour rife
5

Foronfom meffage high they guefsd him bound.

Thir glittering Tents he pafsd, and now is come

Into the blifcful field, through Groves of Myrrhe,

And flouring Odours, Caffia, Nard,and Baltnr?

A Wildernefs of fweets 5 for Nature here

Wantond as in her prime, and plaid at will

Her Virgin Fancies, pouring forth more fwecr,

Wilde above ruleor arts enormous blifs.

Him through the fpicie Forreft onward com

Adim difecrnd, as in thedore he fat

Of his coole Bowie, while now the mounted Sun

Shot down direft his fervid Raies, rowarme

Earths inmoftwomb,more warmth then^wne'd*
And
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Book 5
Paradife loft

—
-.uir. Ane at her hour prepar'd

^..dnotdifrdiftithirft

Ofneftarousdraughtsbetween/rommilkie^
True appetite, an

B^rrie or Grape : to whom thus Adam call d

H fre hither £w, and worth thy fight behold

e£S) among thofe Trees, what glorious (hape

!3
io Comes this way moving j feems another Morn

Risn on mid-noon 5 fom great beheft from Heav'n

To us perhaps he brings, and will voutfafe

This day to be our Cueft. But goe with fpeed,

And what thy ftores contain, bring forth and poure

Abundance, fit to honour and receive

Our Heav nly Granger 5' well we may afford

Our givers thirowngifts, and large beftow

From large beftowd, where Nature multiplies

Her fcrtil growth, and by disburdening grows

3 2cj More fruitful, which inftrufts us not tofpare.

To whom thus Eve.Adaw^anhs hallowd mould,

Of God infpir'd. fmall ftore will ferve,where ftore,

Allfeafons, ripe for ufe hangs onthe (talk -,

Save what by frugal ftoring firmnels gains

Tonourifh, andfuperfluous moiftconfumcs :

But I will hafte and from each bough a'nd break,
Each Plant 8c jucieft Gourd will pluck fuch choice
To entertain our Angel gueft, as hee
Beholding (hallconfefs that here on Earth

330 God hath d'rfpenft his bounties as in He; v'n.
So faying, with difpatchful looks in liafte

ibeturnsjon hofpitable thoughts intent
What choice to chufe for delicacie beft,W hat order, f contriv'd as not to mix

Taftes,

l *L % raftSB
^tttil HH V*X.
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Paradife loft

':.'

Talks , not well joynd, inelegant, but bring

Tafre after tafte upheld with kindlieft change

,

Beftirs her then, and from each tender ftalk

Whatever Earth all-bearing Mother yeilds

In Indid Eaft or Weft, or middle (hoare

In Vontus or the Tunic Coaft, or where
Alcinousrelgridi fruit of all kindes, in coate,

Rough, or fmooth rind, or bearded hufk, or (hell

She gathers, Tribute large, and en the board

Heaps with unfparing hand 5 for drink the Grape

She crulhes.inoffenfive moult, and meathes

From many a berrie,and from fweet kernels preft

She tempers dulcet creams, nor thefe to hold

Wants-her fit veffels pure, then ftrews the ground

With Rofe and Odours from the fhrub unfum'd.

Mean while our Primitive great Sire, to meet

His god-like Gueft,walks forth,without more train

Accompani'd then with hi6owncompleat

perfections, in himfelf was all his ftate.

More folemn then the tedious pomp that waits

On Princes, when thir rich Retinue long

Of Horfesled, and Grooms befmeard with Gold

Dazles the croud, and fets them all agape.

Neerer his preknee Adam though not awd,

Yet with fubmifs approach and reverence meek,

As to a fuperior Nature, bowing low,

Thus faid. Native of Heav'n, for other place

Nonecan then Heav'n fuch glorieu* fhape contain.

Since by defending from the Thrones above,

Thofe happie place's thou haft deignd a while

To want, and honour thefe, voutfafe with us

Two onely, who yet by fov ran gift poflefs

R Th:
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^JBSaS&Sl Sen choice* bears

Be over, and the Sun more coole decline.

wiomthus the Angelic Vertueanfwerd wide.

Aim, I therefore came, nor art thou luch

Created, or fuch place haft hereto dwell,

As may not oft invite,though Spirits ofHeav n

To vifit thee ^ lead on then where thy Bowre
_

Ortfludes '•-, fowhefe mtd-hours, till tevning rife

I have at Will. So to the Silvan Lodge

They came, that like Tomonas Arbour lmi.'V

With flouretsdeck't and fragrant fmells} but Eve

Undeckt, favewith her felf more lovely fair

Then Wood-Nyir,ph,orthefaireft Goddefs feign'd

Of three that in Mount Ida naked ftrove,

Stood to entertain her gueft from Heav'ns no vaile

Shee needed, Vcrtue-proof, no thought infirme

Alterd her cheek. On whom the Angel Haile

Beftowd, the holy falntation us'd

Long after to Weil CMjrie, fccond Eve.
Haile Mother ofMankind,whofe fruitful Womb

Shall fill the W more numerous with thy Sons
Then with thefe varh us fruits the Trees of God
Have heap d this Table. KaisMof graflte terf
jThir Table was, and moffic feats'had round,
And on her ample Square from fide to fide
AH Autumn Pil'd, though spring,nd Antumnhexe

N
n

f ,

n

a 1

,

?-
,Kmd

'
A Whil( *«>"& they hold

No fear left Dinner coo'e 3 when thusbe^an

The'fc h
He

L
aV>n,y ft "nger,plcafe to tafle

Thefe bounties which our NoSrifoer, from whom
AH

All perfet good unmeafur'd out, cieicends,

To us for food and for delight hath caus'd

The Earth tp yeild 5 unfavourie food perhaps

To fpiritual Natures } only tbisl know.
That one Celeftial Father gives to all.

To whom the Angel. Therefore what he give

Whofe praife be ever fung) to man in part

Spiritual, may of,pureft Spirits be found

No ingrateful food : and food alike thofc pure

Intelligential fubftances require

As doth your Rational j and both contain

Within them every lower facultie

Of fenfe, whereby they hear, fee,fmell,touch,tafte,

iTaftingconcoft, digeft, affimilate,

And corporeal to incorporeal turn.

For know, whatever was created, needs

To be fuftaind and fed , of Elements

The groffer feeds the purer, earth the fea,

Earth and the Sea feed Air, the Air thofe Fires

Ethereal, and asloweft firft the Moon 5

Whence in her vifage round thofe fpots, unpurgd

Vapours not yet into her fubftancetumd.

Nor doth the Moon nonourifliment exhale

From her moift Continent to higher Orbes.

The Sun that light imparts to all, receives

From all his alimental recompence

In humid exhalations, and ar Even

Sups with the Ocean: though in Heav'n the Trees

Of life ambrofial f rutage bear, and vines (Morri

Yeild Neftar, though from off the boughs each

We brnfli mellifluous Dewes, and find the ground

Cover'd with pearly grain : yet God hath here
tr

R 2 Varied

400

+*

420

WSmm
1

..

smut
11h

M

1*

' >'

W t :

;>

flal

*

*
m .

'I

Si
'

I

^—

1

r^Zi '

—

& JL

^**

,£. '

430



,>v

><
m

i

i

M I

I9*+

^1 r

«x"
:fr

8k? m

^^H
*IL ^

H V >*

r
i

- f

I |

^x>
A^

I
.

I £ -

;

Book 5
Paradifee

T^I^Tb^nty fo with new delights

li compare with He.** and*
>J±

ThSoH&bcnice. So down they f,t,

ind to thir viands fell, nor fcemmgly

The Angel, nor in mift, the common glofs

OfTheologians, but with keen difpatch

Of real hunger, and connive heate

To tranfubltantiate, what redounds, tranfpires

Through Spirits with cafe 5 nor wonder 3 if by fire

440 Of footy coal the Empiric Alchitnift

Can turn, or holds it poffible to turn

Metals of droffief! Ore to perfet Gold

As from the Mine. Mean while at Tabic Eve

Minifterd naked, and thir flowing cups
1

With plcafant liquors crown'd ; O innocence

Defcrving Paradife! if ever, th.cn,

Then had the Sons of God excufeto have bin

Enamour'd at that fight 5 but ia thofe hearts

Love unlibidinous reign'd, nor jealoufie

45° Was underftood, theinjur'd Lovers HelL
Thus when with meats 8c drinks they had fuffie'd,

I

Nor burd'nd Nature, fudden mindarofe
\nAcUm, not to let th'occafion pafs
Given him by this great Conference to know
Of things above his World, and of thir being
Who dwell in Heav'n, whofe excellence hefaw
I ranfeend his own fo farr, whofe radiant forms
Divine effulgence, whofe high Power fo far
Exceeded human, and his wary fpeech

46o-Tlnmo th ' Empyreal MinifterLSd.
^habitant with Cod, now know I wellihy favour, in this honour done to man.

Under

P-

Paradife loft Book
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5

. mm -^^m
'v»*Y*m ',

Under whofe lowly roofthou haft voutfaft

To enter, and thefe earthly fruits totafte,

Food not of Angels, yet accepted fo,

As that more willingly thou couldft not fcern

At Heav'ns highfeaftsto have fed: yet whatcom-

To whom the winged Hierarch repli'd. (pare?

OAdarn^ one Almightieis, from whom
All things proceed^ and up to him return,

If not deprav'd from good, created all

Such to perfe&ion, one firft matter all,

Indu'd with various forms, various degrees

Of fubftance, and in things that live, of life ,

But more refin'd, more fpiritous, and pure,

As neerer to him plac"t or neerer tending

Each in thir ftveral adtivc Sphears affignd,

Till body up to fpirit work, in bounds

Proportiond to each kind.So from the root (leaves

Springs lighter the green ftalk,from thence the

More aerie, laft the bright confummate floure

Spirits odorous breathes : flours and thir fruit

Mansnourifhment, by gradual fcale fubhm'd

To vital Spirits afpire, to animal,

To intelledual, give both life and fenfe,

Fanfie and underftanding, whence the foule

Reafon receives, and reafon is her being,

Difcurtivc, or Intuitive* difcourfe

Is ofteft yours, the latter moft is ours,

Differing but in degree, of kind the lame.

WonderW then, what God foryoufaw good

If I refufe not, but convert, as.you,

To proper fubftance 5 time may come when men

With Angels may participate, and find ^
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No inconvenient Dier,nor too light Fare :

And from thefe corporal nutriments perhaps

Your bodies may at Jaft turn all to Spirit,

Improv'd by trad: of time, and \\ irjgd aicend

Ethereal, as wee, or may at choice

Here or in Heav'nly Paradifesdwdl ^

Ifye be found obedient, and retain

Unalterably firm his love entire

Whofe progenie you are. Mean while enjoy

Your fill what happinefs this happie ftate

(Can comprehend, incapable of more.

To whom the Patriarch ofmankind repli'd,

Ofavourable fpirit, propitious gueft,

Well haft thou taught the way that might direft
Our knowledge, and the fcaJe of Nature fet
From center to circumference, whereon
In contemplation of created things
By fteps we may afcend to God. But fay
What meant that caution joind, ify* be found
Obedient? can wee want obedience then
To him, or poffibly his love defert

SJ[fd us fr°m^ duft, and plac'd us here
Fulltotheutmoft meafure of whatbJiftHuman delires can feek
To whom the

,

Attend: That th

tZX I ?
leeK or nPPrehend >

Sfrh^, Ange\Son of"*"'« ™* Earth,

ThaT hou ctt LTf' t«*i
OWfc f° God *

tu •

c™"nu Ir iuch, owg to thv felf

God ,,ade theepe
n

t g? thee
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And good he made rU u
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5
By nature free, not o^r^d-byTate
Inextricable

5 or ftrict neceffity
5Our voluntarie lcrvice he requires

Not our neceffitated
5 fuch with him

Findes no acceptance, nor can find, for howCm hearts, notfree, be tri'd whether they ferveWilling or no, who will but what they muft
By Deftinie, and can no other choofe tMy (elf and all th' Angelic Hoft tha't fland
n light of God enthron d, our happie ftate
Hold as you yours, while our obedience holds

;

On other furety.aone
5 freely we ferve

Becaufe wee freely love, as in our. will*
To love or not ; in this we ftand or f all •

And fom are fall'n^o difobedience falln'
And fofrom Hcav'r^to deepeftHell • O fall
From what high ftate of blifs intowhat woe

»

To whom our great Progenitor. Thy words-
Attentive, and v. ich n;ore delighted eare
Divine inftrudler, I have heard, then when
Cl.erubic Songs by night from neighbouring Hill
Aereal Mufic fend.- nor knew I not
To be both will and deed created free

5
Yet that we never (hall forget to Jove
Our maker, and obey him whofc command
Single, is yet To jufr, my conftant thoughts
Affur'd me and ftill aflurc: though what thou tellft
Hath paftin Heavn, fom doubt witbip rrc move,
But more defire to hear, ifthou confent,
The full relation, which muft nee beltran^e,
Worthy of Sacred liknce to be he^rd

5
And we have yet large day* for fcarce the Sun

Had

5qo
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and fen rcc begins

57£

- Hat h'finifbt half his journey
^

After ftort paufe afl nting, Urns g ^ mg
High nutter thou n;onrt«ncP

iatc

The fecrets of another world, perhaps

Not lawful to reveal > yet for thygood

This is difpenc't, and what furmounts the reach

Of human fenfe, I flwll delineate fo,

By lik-ning fpiritual to corporal forms,

I As mayexprefs thembeft, though what if Earth

Be but thclhaddow ofHeav'n, and things therein

Each to other like, more then on earth is thought?

As yet this world was not, and Chaos wilde

Reignd where thefe Heav'ns now rowl,where Earth

Upon her Center pois'd, when on a day^ (now refts

(For Time, though in Eternitie, appli'd

To motion, meafures all things durable

By prefent, pad, and future) on fuch day
As Heav'ns great Year brings forth, th' Empyreal

Of Angels by Imperial fummons call'd, fHoft
Innumerable before th' Almighties Throne
Forthwith from all the ends of Heav nappe

58o

1

j
590

Forthwith from all the ends of Heav nappcerd
Under thir Hiefarchs in orders bright
Ten thoufand thoufand Enfignes high advancd,
Standards, and Gonfalons twixt Van and Reare
Streame in the Aire, and for diftinftion ferve

Of

Paradife loft. Book.
5

Of Hierarchies, qf Orders, and Degrees ^

Or in thir glittering Tiflues bear imblaz'd

Holy Memorials, aftsof Zcale and Love

Recorded eminent. Thus when inOrb.es

"Ofcircuit inexprcffible they flood,

Orb within Orb, the Father infinite.

By whom in blifs imbofom'd fat the Son^

A midft as from a flaming Mount, wholeop

Bnghtnefs had made invilible, thus fpake.

Hear all ye Angels, Progenie of Light, (ers, 1 600

Thrones,Dominations,Princedoms,Vertues,Po.v-

Hear my Decree, which unrevok't (hall (land.

This day I have begot whom I declare

My onelySon, and on this holy Hill

Him have anointed, whom ye now behold

At my right hand s your Head I him appoint}

And by my Self have fworn to him (hall bow

AH knees in Heav'n, and (hall confefs him Lord:

Under, his great Vlce-gerent Reign abide

United as one individual Soule

For ever happie : him who difobeyes

Mee difobeyes, breaks union, and that day

Caft out from God and blefled vifion, falls

Into utter darknefs, deep ingulft, his place

Ordaind without redemption, without end.

So fpake th/ Omnipotent, and with his words

All feemd well pleas'd,all feem'd, but were not all.

That day, as other folcm dayes, theyfpent

Infong and dance about the (acred Hill, ,

Myftical dance, which yonder ftarrieSpheare b2

Of Planets and of fixt in all her YVheeles

Refembles neareft, mazes intricate,

S Ec-

1 w
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Eccentric intervolv'd 3
yet regular

Then rr.ofT, when moft-irregular they feem :

And in thir motions hnrmonie Divine

Sofoiooths bef charming toaes
?
that Godsown car

Liftens delighted. Ecvmngnpproachd

For we have nlfo our Eevning and our Morn,

., e ours for change delectable, not need)

Forthwith from dance to fweat repaft they turn

Defirous, all in Circles as they ftood, •

Tables are fet, and on a fudden pil'd

With Angels Food, and rubied Neftar flows

:

In Pearl, in Diamond, and mafiie Gold
?

Fruit ofdelicious Vines, the growth of HeavYi.

They car, they drink, and withrcfefrion fweet

Arc fill'd, before th' all bounteous King, who
With copious hand.rejoycing in thir joy. (ihowrd

Now when ambronal Night with Clouds'exhal'd

From that high mount ofGod
3
vvhence light 8c (hade

Springboth,tl]efaceofbrighte(Hleavnhadchangd

To grateful Twilight (for Night comes not there

Fn darker veiJe) and rofeat Dews difpos'd
Allbuttheunfleeping eyes of God to reft,

Wide over all the Plain, and wider farr
Then all this globous Earth in Plain outfpred,
Such arc the Courts of God ) Th' Angelic throng
DifterQ id Baadfl and Files thir Camp extend
By hying Streams an^.ong the Trees of Life,
Pav,!,ow^umberlefs, and fudden reard,

'

-elefrial Tabernacles, where they flept (courfe
-anndwKhcoole Winds, fave thofe Win thir

SSJaT^'T f
b°nUhe fo™n Thronelunate ahug.t long: but not fo wak'd
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Varadife loft^,.

Sttan, fo call him now, his former name

Is hgardno more Heav'n j he of the firft,

If not thefirft Arch- Angel, great in Power,

In favour and praerninenee'^et fraught

With envie againft the Son of God, that day

Honourd by his great Father, and proclaimd

Mejjiah King anointed, could not beare

Through pride that fight,and thought bimfelf im-

Deep malice thence conceiving 8c difdain, (paird.

Soon as midnight brought on the dufkie houre

Friendlieft to fleep and filence, he refolv'd

With all his Legions to diflodge,and leave

Unworftiipt, unobey'd the Throne fupream

Contemptuous, and his next fubordmate

Awak'ning, thus to him in fecret fpake.

Sleepft thou Companion dear, what fleep can

Thy eye-lids ? and remembreft what Decree (dole

Of vefterday, folate hath paft the lips

Of Heav'ns Almightie. Thou to me thy thoughts

Wafl wont, I mine to thee was wont to impart ;

Both waking we were one* how then can now

Thv fleep diffent ? new Laws thou feeft impos d ,

New Laws from him who. reigns, new minds ma

In us who ferve, new Counfels, to debate (raife

What doubtful may enfue, more in this place

To utter is not fafe. AiTemble thou

Of all thofe Myriads which we lead the chief,

Tell them that by command, ere yet dim N.ght

Her (hadowie Cloud withdraws, I am to haltt,

And all who under me thir Banners wave

Homeward with flying "f^**
wepoffefi

The Quarters of the North, there to prepare

"
'

•
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Book 5.

Ht entertainment t() receive our King

The great //#**, and his new commands,

Who fpecdily through all. the Hierarchies

Intends to pafs triumphant and give Laws.

Sofpake the falfe Arch- Angel, and mfus'd

Bui influence into th* unwarie breft

Of his Affociate; hee together calls.

Or fevcral one by one,the Regent Powers,

Under him Regent, tells, as he was taught,

That the moft High commanding, now ere Night,

Now ere dim Night had difincumberd Heavn,

The great Hierarchal Standard was to move $

Tells thefuggefted caufe, and cafts between

Ambiguous words and jealoufies, to found

Or taint integritie 3 but all obey'd

The wonted fignal, and fuperior voice

Of thir great Potentate} for great indeed

His name, and high was his degree in Heav'n 3

His countenance, as the Morning Starr that guides

The ftarrie flock, allur'd them, and with lyes

Drew after him the third part of Heav'ns Hoft :

Mean while th/ Eternal^eye, whofe fight difcernes
Abftrufeft thoughts, from forth his holy Mount
And from within the golden Lamps that burne
Nightly before him, faw without thir light
Rebellion rifing, faw in whom, h
Among the fons of Morn, what multitude
Were banded to oppbfe his high Decree jA^ Idling to Msoncly Son thus faid.
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,'t our Omnipotence, and with what Arms
We mean to hold what anciently we claim

Of Deitie or Empire, fuch a foe

Is rifingjwho intends to creft hisThrone
Equal to ours, throughout the fpaciuus North •>

Nor fo content, hath in his thought to trie *

In battel, what our Power is, or our right.

Let us advife, and to this hazard draw
With fpeed what force is left, arid all imploy

In our defence, left unawares we lofe

This our high place, our San&uarie, our Hill.

To whom the Son with calm afpectandcleer u^o
Lightning Divine, ineffable, ferene.

Made anfwer. Mightie Father,.thou thy foes

Juftly haft in derifion, and fecure

Laugh'ft at thir vain defignes and tumults vain,

Matter to mee of Glory,whom thir hate

Illuftrates, when they fee all Regal Power

Giv'n me to quell thir pride, and in event

Know whether I be dextrous to fubdue

Thy Pvebels, or. be found the worft in Heav'n.

So fpakethe Son, but Saun with his Powers

Farr was advanc't on winged fpeed, an Hoft

Innumerable as the Starrs of Night,

Or Starrs of Morning, Dew-drops, which the Sun

.Impearls on every leaf and every flouer.

Regions they pafs'd, the mightie Regencies

Of Seraphim and Potentates and Thrones

[In thir triple Degrees, Regions to which

All thy Dominion, Adam, is no more

Then w hat this Garden is to all the Earth,

740
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And all the Sea, from one entire globofc
Stre.tcht-
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dc; which having pafs'd
ft^ht into Longrtudej wh ted

.

naving

At length into the limits of the North

T^v Sm*. and J<*« to his Royal feat

J78

1 They came, and ^>//Jw 1

High on a Hill, far blazing as a Mount

Raid on a Mount, with Pyramids and Towrs

From Diamond Quarries hew n,& Rocks or Gold,

The Palace of great Lucifer, (to call

That Struflure in the Dialed of men

Interpreted) which not long after, hee

Affefting all equality with God^

In imitation of that Mount whereon
^

Jl/efuh was declar'd in fight ofH£av'n,

The Mountain ofthe Congregation call'd 5

For thither he affembrd all his Train,

Pretending fo commanded to confult

About the great reception of thir King,

Thither to come, -and with calumnious Art

Of counterfeted truth thus held thir ears.

Thrones, Dominations, Princedomes, Vertues,
Ifthefe magnific Titles yet remain (Powers,
Not meerly titular, fince by Decree
Another now hath to himfelf ingrofs't

All Power, and us eclipft under the name
Of King anointed, for whom all this hafte
Of midnight march, and hurried meeting here.
This onely to confult how we may beft
Withwhatmay.be devis'd of honours new
Jeceive'him coming to receive from us
Knee-tribute yet unpaid, proftration vile,
Too much to one, but double how endured,

But vv hat if better counfels might ereft

Our
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Our minds and teach us to caft oft this Yoke?
Will ye fubmit your necks, and chufe to bend
The fupplc knee ? ye will not, if I truft

To know ye right, or if ye know your felves

Natives and Sons of Heav'n pofll-ft before

By none, and if not equal all, yet free,

qually frees for Orders and Degrees

J arr not with liberty, but well confnt.

Wlin can in reafon then or right aflume

Monarchic over fuch ns*live by right

Hi qual?, if in power and fnlendor lefs,

hi frecdome equal ? or can introduce

Law and Edi&on us, who without law

Erre not, much lefs for this to be our Lord,

And look for adoration to th' abufe

Of thofe Imperial Titles which aflert

Our being ordain'd to govern, not to ferve?

Thus farr his bold difcourfe without controulc

Had audience, when among the Seraphim

Abdicl) then whom none with more zeale ador'd

The Deitie,and divine commands obci'd,

Stood up, and in a flame of zeale fevere

The current of Jus fury thus oppos'd.

O argument blafphemous, falfe and proud!

Words which no care ever to hear rn Hov'n

Expected, leaft of all from thee, ingratc

In place thy felffohi^h above thy Peercs.

Canft thou with impious obloqute cohdtrmtie

The juft Decree of God, pronounc'r and fwarn,

That to his only Son by right endued

With Regal Scepter, evervSouIein H-av'n

Shall bend the knee, and in that honour due
Coiueh
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nuojobinde wit .h Law. the free,

And Lai over equals to Jet Relgnc 5

One over all with unfucceeded power.

ShaltthGUgivcLawtoGod,aialtthoudi
r_

Withhim the points of Iibertie, who made

Thee what thou art, & formd the Powra of Heav'n

Such as he pleafd, andcircumfcnbd thir being?

Yet by experience taught we know how good,

And of our good, and of #ur dignitie

How provident he is, how farr from thought

To make us left, bent rather to exalt

Our happie ftafe under one Head more neer

United. But to grant it theeunjuft^

That equal over equals Monarch rveigne : '

Thy felt though great & glorious doft thou count.

Or all Angelic Nature joind in one.

Equal to him begotten Son, by whom
As by his Word the mighty Father made
All things, evn thee, and all the Spirits of Heav'n

3y him created in thir bright degrees,

Crovndthem with Glory, & to thir Glory nam'd
Thrones,Dominations, Princedoms, Vci rues, Pow-
Effential Powers, nor by his Reign obfcurd, (ers

But more illuftrious made, fince he the Head
Oneof our number thus reduc't becomes,
His Laws our Laws, all honour to him done
Returns our own. Ccafe then this impious rage,
And tempt not thefes but haft'ntoappeafe
Th incenfed Father, and th incenfed Son,
While Pardon may be found in time befoufihx.

So fpake the fervent Angel, but his zeale
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None feconded, as out of feafon judg'd,

Or lingular and rafti, whereat rejoie'd

Th' Apoftat, and more haughty thus repli'd.

That we were formd then fai ft thou? St the work
\ 850

Of fecondarie hands, by task transferd

From Father to his Son ?ftrangc point and new!

Doftrin which we would know whence learnt: who

When this creation was? rememberft thou (faw

Thy making, while the Maker gave thee being?

We know no time when we were not as now }
•

Know none before us, felf-begot, felf-rais'd

By our own quick ning power, when fatal courfe

Had circl'd his full Orbe, the birth mature

Of this our native Heav'n, Ethereal Sons.

Our puiffance is our own, our own right hand

Shall teach us higheft deeds, byproortotry

Who is our equal: then thou (halt behold

Whether by fupplication we intend

Addrefs, and to begirt th
1

Almighty Throne

Befeechingor befieging. Thfc report^

Thefe tidings carrie to th' anointed King 5

And fly, ere evil intercept thy flight.

He faid , and as the found of waters deep

Hoarcc murmur echo d to his words applaufe

Through the infinite Hoft, nor lefs for that

The flaming Seraph fearlefs, though alone

Encompafs'd round with foes, thus anfwerd bold

O alienate from God , O fpint accurft,

Forfak'n of all good $ I fee thy fall

Determind, and thy haplefs crew involvd

In this perfidious fraud, contagion Ipred

•1

#

870

Bothofthy crime and punifhment :
henceforth^
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bl'd how to quit the yoke

83 uro * mntfaft, other Decrees

a

iWilJnotbenowvoutiarr,

Agaioff thee aregon forth wi hout recall
b

rgat Golden Scepter whichi
thou did ft re; e

Is now an Iron Rod to bruife "d breake

Thydifobedience. Well thou didft ad vife,

Yet not for thyadvife or threats I fly

Thefe wicked Tents devoted, Jeaft the wrauth

Impendent, raging into fudden flame

Diftinguifh not : for foon expert to feel

890' His Thunder on thy head, devouring fire.

Then who Created thee lamenting learn c,

When who can uncreate thee tfcou flult know.
So fpake the Seraph A lid faithful found,

Among the faithlefs, faithful only heej
! Among innumerable fajfe , unmov'd,
Unfhak'n, unfedue'd, unterrifi'd

His Loyaltie he kept, his Love, his Zeale 5

Nor number, nor example with him wrought
To fwerve from truth, or change hisconftant mind

900 Though Angle. From amidfr them forth hepafsd,
Long v/ay through hoftile fcorn, which he fufteind

h
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iwion dobm'd.
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BOOK VI.

LL night the dreadlefsAngel unpurfti'J

Through Heav'nswideChampain held

his way, till Morn,

Wak't by the circling Hours, with

rofie hand

Unbarr'd the gates of Light. There

is a Cave

Within the Mount of God, fitft by his Throne,

Where light and darknefs in perpetual round

Lodee and diflodgeby turns,which makes throag.i

Grateful viciffitude,likeDay and Nights (Heav a

Licht ifllies forth, and at the other dore

Obfequious darknefs enters, till her houre (wel

To veile the Hcavn, though darknefs there migh

Seem twilight here^ and now went forth the Morn

Such as in higheft Heav'n,arrayd in Gold

'Empyreal, from before her vanifht Night, ^

«• ^

TO 1
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Coverd with thick embatteld Squadrons bright,

aoiAlrea

1

r heperceav -, -«.. ~ procinir, ana tound

ady known what he for news had thought

To have reportcd#
: gladly then he mitt

Among thofef riendly Powers whohimreceav'd

With joy and acclamations loud, that one

That of fo many Myriads fall'n, yet one

Returnd not loft : On to the facred hill

They led him high applauded., and prefent
^

Before the feat fUpream 5 from whence a voice

From midft a Golden Cloud thus milde was heard.

Servant of God,well done, well haft thou fought

The better fight, who fingle haft maintaind

Againft revolted multitudes the Caufe
Of Truth, in word mightier then theyinArmcs,
And for the teftimonie of Truth haft born
Univcrfalreproach,far worfe to beare
Then violence : for this was all thy care
To ftendapprovd in fight of God, though Worlds
Judg'dtheeperverfe: the eafier conqueft now
Remains thee, aided by this hoft of friends,
Back on thy foes more glorious tu return
Then fconid thou didft depart, and to fubdue
By force, who reafon for thir Law refufe,
Right reafon for thir Law, and for thir King
Meffiab, who by right of merit Reigns.

£lff -t Cekftial Armies Prince,
And thou in Military prowefs next
Gabrul, lead forth to Battel thefe my Sons

Invin-
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Paradife loft. Book 6.

Invincible, lead forth my armed Saints

By Thoufands and by Millions rang'd for fight

,

Equal in number to that Godlefs crew

Rebellious:, them with Fire and hoftile Arms
Fearlefs aflault, and. to the brow of Heav'n

Purfuing drive them out from God andblifs.

Into thir place of punilhmtnt, the Gulf

Ot'TartarvSi which ready opens wide

His fiery Cb.ws to receave thir fall.

So fpake the Sovran voice, and Clouds began

To darken all the Hill, and fmoak to rowl

In duskie wreathes, reluftant flames, the figne

Of wrauth awak't : nor with lefs dread the loud

Ethereal Trumpet from on high gan blow :

At which command the Powers Militant,

That ftood for Heav'n, in mighty Quadrate joyn'd

Of Union irrefiftible, mov'don

In filence thir bright Legions, to the found

Of inftrumental Harmonie that breath'd

Heroic Ardor to advent'rous deeds

Under thir God-like Leaders, in the Caufe

QfGod and his Mejfiah. On they move

indiffolubly hrm^ nor gbvious Hill,

Nor ftreit ning Vale, nor Wood,nor Stream divides

Thir perfet ranks 3
' for high above the ground

Thir march was, and the paffive Air upbore

Thir nimble tread 5 as when the total kind

Of Birds in orderly array on wing

Came fummond over Eden to receive

Thir names ofthee 5 fo over many a traft

Of Heiv'nthey march'd^nd many a Province wide

50
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Tenfold the length of this terrene : atlaft
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HC

« • urj.ri/nn to the North nppeer'd

MftMwithiipSght beams «^mf^bte
Of rigid Speaivnd

Helmet throng d, and Shields

VariSU &« boa&ful Argument portraid,

The banded Powers of Satan halting on

With furious expeditions for they weend

Thatfelf
mcdaybyfight.orbyfurpnze

To win the Mount ofGod, and on his I hrone

Tofcttheenvier of his State, the proud

Afpirer, but thir thoughts prcv d fond and vain

In the mid way : though ftrange to us it feemd

At firft, that Angel fhould with Angel warr,

And in fierce hofting rtteetj who wont to meet

So oft to Eeftiyals of joy* and love

Unanimous, as Tons ofone great Sire

Hymning th* Eternal Father : but the (liout

.Of BattelInow began, and ruQTmg found

Of onfet ended foon each milder thought.

High in the mid ft: exalted as a God
Tli' Apoftat in his Sun- bright Chariot fate

Idol of Majeftie Divine* cnclos'd

With Flaming Cherubim, andgolden Shields
\

JThen lighted from his gorgeous Throne, for now
Twixt Holt and Hoft but narrow fpace was left, \

A dreadful interval, and Front to Front
Prefented ftopd in terrible array
Of hideous length : befose the cloudie Van.
OntheroughedgeofbatteUreit joyn'J ' '

Satan wnhvzft and haughtie ftrides advanc'f,
Came townng. arend in Adamant and Gold b
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Paradife loft. Book 6.

Abdiel that fight endur'd not, where he ftood

Among the mightieft, bent on higheft deeds,

And thus his own undaunted heart explores.

O Heav'n ! that fuch refemblance of the Higheft

Should yet remain, where faith and realtie

Remain not^ wherfore fhould not ftrength Sc might

There fail where Vertue fails, or weakeft prove

Where boldeft ^ though to fight unconquerable >

His puiffance, trufting in th' Almightie's aide,

I mean to try, whofeReafon I havetri'd

Uufound and falfe j nor is it aught but juft,

That he who in debate of Truth hath won,

Should win hi Arms, in both difputes alike

Viftor} though brutilh that conteft and foule,

Wheii'Realon hath to deal with force, yet fo

Molt reafon is thatReafon overcome,

So pondering, and from his armed Peers

Forth ftepping oppoflte, halfway he met

His daring foe, at this prevention more

Incens't, and thus fecurely him defi'd.

Proud, art thou met? thy hope was to have

T he highth ofthy afpiring unoppos'd,
_

(reacht

The Throne of God unguarded, and his fide

\bandond at the terror of thy Power

Or potent tongue^ fool, not to think how vain

A^ainft th' Omnipotent to rife in Arms 5

Who out offmalleft things could without end

Have rais'd inceffanf Armies to defeat

M

120

i 3

i ig-bej blow

Unaided could have finitht thee, and whelmd

JThy Legions undejr darknefs j but thou feelt

All
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Sok 6
— TTTThvTrain > there be who Faith

Freter, an
.

fih
i whcn I alone

1° t

5in%rvWo^derToneoustodiiTent

£5tS my Seft thou feeft, now learn too Iatc

HowfewVomtimes may know,whenthoufands err.

Whom the grand foe with fcornful eye aikance

Thus anfwerd. Ill for thee, but in wilht houre

01 mv revenge, firft fought for thou returntt

receave

ue

i6o

i 7o

From flight, feditious Angel to rcces

Thy merited reward, the firft allay .

Of this right hand provok't, fince hrlr that tong

Infpir'd with contradiftion durft oppofe

A third part ofthe Gods, in Synod met

Thir Deities to atfert, who while they feel

Vigour Divine within them, can allow

Omnipotence to none. But well thou comft

Before thy fellows, ambitious to win

From me fom Plume, that thy fuccefs may (how
Deftruftion to the reft : this patife between
(Unanfwerd leaft thou boaft) to let thee know.
At firft I thought that Libertie and Heav'n
To heavnly Soules had bin all one 5 but now
I fee that inoft through floth had rather ferve,
Minifying Spirits, traind up in Feaft and Song j

Such haft thou arm'd, the MinftrelfieofHeavn,
Servihtie with freedom to contend,
As both thir deeds compar'd this day (hall prove.

a ;? n-M
ln bHef thus iMielfom replfd.

Apoftat, ftill thou errft, nor end wilt find

II

?r
m &

. Vhe Path of ^th remote :

UnjuOly thou deprav ft it with the name

Paradife loft. Book 6.
I

I

I I

l80

*9

Of Servitude to ferve whom God ordains,

Or Nature^ God and Nature bid the fame,

When he who rules is worthieft, and exceUs

Them whom he governs. This is fervitude,

To ferve th' unwife, or him who hath rebelld

Againft his worthier, as thine now ferve thee,

Thy felf not free, but to thy felf enthrall'd *

I Yet leudly da-r'ft our mintftring upbraid.

Reign thou in Hell thy K.ingdom
3
let mee ferv

In Heav'n Cod evt> bled'ed, and his Divine

Behefts obey, worthieft to be obey'd,

Yet Chains in- Hcl!,not Realms expeft : meanwhile

From mee returnd, as erftthou faidft, from flight,

This greeting on thy impious Creft receive.

So faying, a noble ftroke he lifted high,

Which hung not, butfo fwift with tempeft fell

On the proud Creft of Satan, that no fight,

Nor motion of fwift thought, lefs could his Shield

Such ruin intercept: ten paces huge

He back recoild 5 the tenth on bended knee

Hismaffie Spear upftaid} as ifon Earth

Wind* under ground or waters forcing way

Sidelong, had pu(h't a Mountain from his feat
|

Half funk with all his Pines. Amazement iebd

The'Rebel Thrones, but greater rage to fee

Thus toird thir mtghtitft, ours joy filld,and (bout,
,

200

Prefage of Vi^torie and fierce defire

Of Battel: whereat Mid 'd bid-found

Th'Ar:h-^n^el trumpet^throughthe
vaft ofHeav n

It founded, and the faithful Armies rung

Hofanna to the Higheft .- n6r ftood at gaze

The adverfe Legion* nor lefs hideous joyn d

1

1
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idfl^k.-nowftormingfui-ierofc,

ourfuchasheardinH^vntiJlncpow
clafhing bray'd

The horr

Andclamou

Ofconflia^ overhead thed.pul».n,

Of fiery Dirts in flaming V»ta ?
eW

»

And flyLg vaulted either Hoft with fire.

Sounder fierieCope together ru(h d

Both Battels Biaifle, with rainous*ilault

And inextinguiflnble rage k all Heav a
,,

Refounded, and had Earth bin then all Earth

Had tp her Center (hook. What wonder ? when

Millions offeree cncountrkig Angels (ought

On either, fide, the leaft of whom could we 1 Id g

Thefe Elements, and arm him with the force

Of all thir Regions: how much more ofPower <

Armie again!) Annie numberlefs to raife

Dreadful combuftion. warring, and difturb,

Though not deftroy.thir Ii3ppie Native feat j

Hid notth' Eternal King Omnipotent
Fromhis ftrong hold of Heav'n .high over-rul'd
And limited thir might 5 though numberd fuch
As each divided LegiQn might have feemd
A numerpu$ Hoft, in ftrength each armed hand
A Legion; led.in fight, yet Leader feemd
Each Warnourfingleasin-Chief, expert
When to advance, or ftand, or turn the fway

?u j

te '
: °f>e!1 'when J and whentoclofe

rhe ridges ofgrimWarr; no taught of; flight,
None of retreat, no unbecoming deed
That argu'd fears each on himfelf reli'd,
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Paradife loft. Book 6.

As onely in his arm the moment lay i

Of victories deeds of eternal fame

Were don, bur infinite : for wide was fyred

That VVarr and various sfomtimes onfirmground

A (landing fight, then foaring on main wing

fermented all the Airmail Air ftcmdthen

Conflifting Fire: leng timeineevenlcale

The Battel hung s
till Satan,who that day

Prodigious power had fnewn, and met in Armes

equal,.raunging through the dire attack

mji fighting Seraphim confus'd, at length

Saw where the Sword of Michel fmote, and fell'd
j

250

Squadrons at once, with huge two-handed fway

Brandiftt aloft the horrid edge came down

Wide wafting j fuchdeftruCrionto withftand

He hafted, and oppos'd the rockie Orb

Of tenfold Adamant, his ample Shield

Avaft circumference : At his approach

The great Arch- Angel from his warlike tone

Surceas'd, and glad as hoping here to end
"

"n, the arch foe fubdu d

No
Of

InteftineWar inH— , ~,
, ... r

Or Captive drag'd in Chains, with hoftile frown

And vilage all enflam'dfirft thus began.

Author of evil, unknown till thy revolt,

Unnam'd in Hcav'o, now plenteous, as thou ieclt

Thefe Acts of hateful ftrife, hateful toall,

Though heavieft by juft meafure on thy el

And thy adherents : how haft thou dillurb d

HeaVnsbleflcd peace, and intoNaturebr

Miftrie, uncreated till tfe&.crWW.. ....

Of thy Rebellion/ how haft thouinUili a-

Thy malice into thoufands, once upright

V 2
n

irought
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broiles

And faithful, now prov'd ftJfft But think not here

To trouble Holy Reft 5
Heavncafts thee out

From nil her Confines. HeaVn the feat of blifs

Brooks not the works of violence and Warr.

Hence then 5
and cvilg© with tine along

Thy ofspring, tothe place of evil, Hell,

Thou and thy wicked otm g there mmgh
Ere this avenging Sword begin thy doome,

Orfom more fudden vengeance wing'd from God
80 Precipitate theewithairgmented paine.

So fpakc the Prince of Angels ; to whom thus

The Advcrfarie. Nor think thou with wind
Ofairie threats to aw whom yet with deeds
Thou canft not. Haft thou turnd theleaftof thefe

To flight, or if to fall, but that they rife

Unvanquimt, eafier to tranfaft with mee
Thatthou (houldft hope,imperious,& with threats
To chafe me hence ? erre not that fo (hall end
The ftrife which thou call'ft evil, but wee ftyle

29° The ftrife ofGlorie : which we mean to win,
Orturn this Hcav'n it felf into the Hell
Thou fableft, here however to dweli free,
V not to reign : mean while thy utmoft force,
And ;o.n him nam'd Almightie to thy aid,

Th
n0t

' fi
1"6 fou8ht thee fa» and nigh,

f Jnfl
e

l
Cn
L, ?

ar,c
' and both addreft forfight l

Of&b '
'

f°r
,

who
>
thouSh with the tongue
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S ™?}™h ^Picuous, that may lift

WGodlikePow

s^ssi'ts* 80* *****
1 "J- mov d, w itature, motion, arms
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Fit to decide the Empire oFgreat Heavn
Now wav'dthirfierie Swords, and in the' Aire
Made horrid Circles \ two broad Suns thir Shield
Blaz'd oppofite, while expe&ation flood
In hf>rroro from each hand with fpeed retir'd
Where erft was thickeft fight, th' Angelic throng,
And left large field, unfafe within the wind
Of fuch commotion;, fuch as to fet forth
Great things by fmall, IfNatures concord broke,
Among the Conftelhtionswarr vvere fprung.
Two Planets rufhing from afpeft maligne
Of fierceft oppofition in mid Skie,

Should combat,and thir jarring Sphears confound.
Together.both with next to Almightie Arme,
Uplifted imminent one ftroke they aim'd

That might determine, and not need repeate,

As not of power, at once 5 nor odds appeerd

In might or fwift prevention 5 but the fword
Of Michael from the Armorieof God
Was giv'n him temperd fo, that neither keen
Nor folid might refift that edge : it met
The fword of Satan with fteep force to finite

Defcending, and in halfcut iheere, nor fraid.

But with fwift wheelereverfe, deepentringfhar'd

'All his right fide } then Satan firft knew pain.

And writh'd him to and fro convolv'd 5 fo fore

The griding fword with difcontinuous wound
Pafs'd through him

3
but th' Ethereal fubftanceclos'd

Not long divifible, and from the gafh

A ftreaEa of Neftarous humor ifluing flowed

Sanguin, fuch as Celeflial Spirits may bleed.

And all his Armour ftaind ere while fo bright.

Forth-

320
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. ortmvith ^Tainides to his aide was run

By Angels many and ftrong, who interposal

PefencCj wl.ilc ethers bore him on thir Shields

Back to his Chariot t where it ftood retir'd

From oil the files of warr j there they him laid

Cnafliing for anguifli and defpite and (hame
Tofindhimfelfnot matchlefs, and his pride

Humbl'd by fuch rebuke, fofarr beneath

His confidence to equal God in power.
Yet foon he heal'd; for Spirits that Jive throughout
Vital in every part, not as frail man
In Entrailcs, Heart or Head, Liver orReines
Cannot but by annihilating die 5

Nor in thjr liquid texture mortal wound
Receive, no more then can the fluid Aire :

All Heart they live, all Head, all Eye, all Eare
All Intellect, all Senfe, and as they pteafe, •

They Limbthemfelves, and colour, foapcorfize
Ailurre, as likes them befr,eondenfe or rare
Mean while in other parts like deeds defervd

Memonal where the might of Gabriel fought,
Andw, th ficrceE fi es pierc

.

d ,the dec
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, . °Jj°W fe,

r,ous^ who him defi-d,
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5 but anon

SESjSSXft ****** Armes

Though huge, a„d ^ » •
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Two potent- Th, .
*>mad<it,

P°tcnt drones, that to be iefs then Cods
I Difdain'd,
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Difdain'd,but meaner thoughts learud in thir fligln

Mangl'd with gaftly wounds through Plate and

Nor ftood unmindful AVdicti to annoy (M-u'e.

The tohciit crew, but with redoubl'd blow

jricl and Arioc, and the violence

Of Rami el fcorcht and blafted overthrew,

(might relate of thoufalids
5
and thir names

Eternize here on Earth ; but thofe cleft
_

Angels contented with thir fame in Heav n

Seek notthepraifeofmen:the other fort

In might though wondrous and in Autof Warr,

Nor oi Renown lefs eager, yet by docme

Canceld from Heav'n and (acred memorie,

Namclefs in dark oblivion let them dwell.

For ftrength from Truth divided and from Juft,

lllaudable, naught merits but difprade

And ignominie, yet to glorie afpires

Vain glorious, and through infamie fceks fame :

Therfore Eternal filence be thir doome.

And now thir mighticft quelld,the battel Averv d
:

With many an inrode gor'd 5 deformed rout

Enter'd, and foul difordcr * all the ground

With fhiverd armour ftrow'n, and una heap

Chariot and Charioter lay overturud

And fierie foaming Steeds 5 what flood, recoylu
y

Orcwearied, through the faint .Satanic Holl

Defenfivc fcarfe, or with pale fear farpji|d , ,

Then firft with fear furpru'd and fen e of r.un(

Fled ignominious^ to fuch evil brought

By finne ofdifobedience, tilhthat hour

Not liable to fear or (light or pame.

Far otherwife th' inviolable $ainu

?^o;
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Such Ugh advantages thir innocence

Gave them above thir foes, not to have finnd,

Nut to have difobei'd; in fight they ftood

Unwearied, unobnoxious to be pain'd

6ywound,though from thir place by violence rnov'd

Now Night her courfe began, and over Heav
Inducing darkneft, grateful truce imposed,

And filence on the odious dinn of Warr :

Under her Cloudie covert both retir'd,

Viftor and Vanquiflit : on the foughten field

Michael and his Angels prevalent

Encamping, plac'd in Guard thir Wjtches round,

Cherubic waving fires : on th' other part

Satan with his rebellious difappeerd,

Far in the dark diflodg'd,and void of refr,

His Potentates to Councel call'd by night 5

And in the midft thus undifmai'd began.
O now in danger tri'd, now known in Armes

Not to be overpowerd, Companions deare,
4 2o| Found worthy not of Libertie alone,

41c

A

u

Too mean pretenfe, but what we more affed,
Honour, Dominion, Glorie, andrenowne,
Who have fuftaind one day in doubtful fight,
(And ifone day, why not Eternal dayes?)
What Heavens Lord had powerfulleft to fend

Sufficient to fubdue us to his will

«o ol i
We

u
mny deem hi '»> Plough tiJJ nowWojOmnifoent thought. True is, left Lnlyarm'd,

Some)

J -
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Soincdifadvantageweendur'd and paine,
Till now not known,but known as foon contemnd
Since now we find this our Empyreal forme
Incapable of mortal injurie

Imperilhable, and though peire'd with wound
Soon clofing, and by native vigour heal'd.

Ofevil then fo fmallaseafie think
Theremedie 3 perhaps more valid Armes,
Weapons more violent, when next we meet,
May ferve to better us, and worfe our foes,

Or equal what between us made the odds

,

In Nature none: ifother hidden caufe
Left them Superiour, while we can preferve
Unhurt ourmindes, and understanding found,
Due fearch and confutation will difclofe. >

He fat ; and in th* aflembly next upftood
Nifroc, of Principalities the primes
As one he (tood efcap't from cruel fight,

Soretoild, his riv'n Armes to havoc hewn,
And cloudie in afpefl: thus anfwering fpake.
Deliverer from new Lords, leader to free

Enjoyment of our right as Gods 5 yet hard
For Gods, and too unequal work we find

Againft unequal armes to fight in paine,

Againfl: unpaind, impaflive 3 from which evil

Ruin muft needs enfue 5 for what availes (p-iin

Valour or ftrengtb, though matchlefs,quelld with

Which all fubdues, and makes remifs the hands

Of Mightieft. Senfe of pleafure we may well

Spare out of life perhaps , and not repine,

But live content, which is the calmeftlife:

But pain is perfet miferie, the worft

X

440

-
1

I

45 I

460

Of



r.'

i

i

V

,

*

H,^ . I

Book 6. Paradife loft.

/Of evils, and cxceffive, overturncs
_

All patience. He who therefore can invent

With what more forcible we may offend

Ouryetunwounded Enemies, or arme

Our felves with like defence, to tnee deferves

No Jefs then for deliverance what wc owe.

Whereto withlookcompqs'd £<*/<*« repli'd,

47c Not uninvented that, which thou aright

Beleivlt fomain to our fuccefs, I bring j

Which of us who beholds the bright furface

Of this Ethereous mould whereon we ftand,

This continent of fpacious Heav'n, adornd
WithPlant,Fruit,Flour AmbrofiaJ,Gemms 8c Gold
Whofe Eye fo fuperficially furveyes

Thefethings,as not to mind from whencethey grow
Deep underground, materials dark and crude.
Of fpiritous and fierie fpume,, till touchc
With Heav'ns ray, and temperd they fhoot forth
So beauteous, op'ning to the ambient light.
Thefe in thir darkNativitie the Deep
Shall yeiJd us, pregnant with infernal Bame,
Which into hallow Engins long andround

lit

7

m
?-h

a
•

th '^ther bore with tou<* of fire
Dilated and infuriate (hall fend forth

Sach imnJ
iththU

r
drin

8 noife a'"ongour foesSuch implement of (chjef ft
8

To pieces and orewhelm whatever fraudsjtr^H^ £CSmd
SSr iSg^ Sefurl°K

n,y dwaded b°k -

Effcdr flSlltlJ1

q 4bour'
>'et eredawne,

AbndSar H W
>-
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Think
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Paradife loft. Book 6.

Think nothing hard, much le(s to be defpaird.
;

Be ended, and his words thir drooping chere

Enlightn'd, and thir languifht hope reviv'd.

Th' invention all admir'd, and each, how hee

To be th' inventer mifs'd, fo eafie itjfeemd

Once found, which yetunfound moft would have

[mpoffible : yet haply of thy Race (thought

In future dayes,if Malice (Mould abound

Some one intent on mifchief , or infpir'd

With dev'lifh machination might devile

Like iriftrument to plague the Sons of men

For fin, on warr and mutual (laughter bent.

Forthwith from Counceltothe work they Hew,

None arguing flood, innumerable hands

Were ready, in a moment up they turnd

Wide the Celeftial foile, and faw beneath

Th' originals of Nature in thir crude

Conception j Sulphurous and Nitrous Foame

They found, they mingl'd, and with futtle Art,

Concocted and adufted they reduc d
j

To blackeft grain, and into (tore conveyd .•

Part hidd'n veins diggd up (nor hath this L .1

.Entrails unlikej of Mineral and Stone,

'Whereof to found thir Engins and thir balls

jOf miffive ruin 3 part incentive reed

Provide, pernicious with one touch to lire.

So all ere day-fpring, under confaous Night

Secret they finifh'd, and in order let,

With filent circumfpeftion unefpi d.

Now when fair Mom Orient in Heav'n appcerd

Up rofe the Victor Angels , and to Arms

The matin Trumpet Sung : tajAtWfi they ftood

X 2
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Paradife loft.Book 6.

Of Golden Paxioplie, refulgent Hoft,

Soon banded 5 others from the dawning Hills

Lookd round, and Scouts each Coafthght-ai

53° IE

Wb

l

oottuiuuiiu, -u« «^v ---- - o - armed

nch quarter, to defcrie the diltanttoe, (fcoure,

,/here lodg'd, or whither fled, or it for fight,

In motion or in alt : him foon they met

Under fpred Enfigoes moving nigh, in flow

But firm Battalion j back with fpeedieft Sail

Zophiel, of Cherubim the fwifteft wing,

Came flying, and in mid Aire aloud thus cri'd.

Arme,Warriours,Arme for fight,thefoe at hand,

Whom fled we thought, will fave us long purfuit

This day, fear not his flight 5 fo thick a Cloud
54° Hecomes, and fettPd in his face I fee

Sadrefolution andfecure : let each
His Adamantine coat gird well, and each
Fit well his Helme, gripe faft his orbed Shield,
Born eevn or high, for this day will pour down,
rf Iconje#u re aught, no drizling fhowr,
But ratling ftorm ofArrows barbd with fire.

Sowarndhe them aware themfelves, and foon
In order, quit of all impediment 5

m** 1 i

n[k
j
nt without difturb they tQok Allarm,

550 And onward move Embattelld 3 when behold
Not diftant far with heavie pace the Foe
Approaching grofi and huge 5 in hollow Cube
Tra.DIflg^ devi]ilh Engjnriej

.

d

TohilTh f *? """lowing Squadrons Deep,

Awhffc J
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;
nA Atinrorview both flood
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b« Suddenly at head appeerdW? I «-

W
L
aS heard Commanding loud.
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VaDSard*ro Right and Left the Front unfould j
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570

That all may fee who hate us, how we feek
Peace and compofure, and with open breft 560
Stand readie to receive them, if they like

Our overture, and turn not backperverfe^
But that I doubt, however witnefs Heaven,
Heav'n witnefs thou anon, while we difcharge

Freely our part : yee who appointed ftand

Do as you have in charge, and briefly touch
What we propound, and loud that all may hear.

So fcoffing in ambiguous words, he fcarce

Had ended 5 when to Right and Left the Front

Divided, and to either Flank retir'd.

Which to our eyes difcoverd new and ftrange,

A triple-mounted row of Pillars laid

On Wheels (for like to Pillars mod they feem'd

Or hollow'd bodies made ofOak or Firr

With branches lopt, in Wood or Mountain fell'd)

Brafs, Iron, Stonie mould, had not thir mouthes

With hideous, orifice gap't on us wide,

Portending hollow truce} at each behind

A Seraph flood, arid in his hand a Reed
Stood waving tipt with fire } while we fufpenfe,

Colle&ed flood within our thoughts amus'd,

Not Jong, for fudden all at once thir Reeds

Put forth, and to a narrow vent appli'd

With niceft touch. Immediate in a flame,

But foon obfeur'd with fmoak,all Heavn appeerd,

From thofe deep-throated Engins belcht, whofe

Emboweld with outragious noife the Air, (roar

And all her entrails tore, difgorging foule

Thir deviliifli glut, chaind Thunderbolts and Hail

Of Iron Globes, which on the Vi&or Hoft
Leverd

r 1
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The fooncr

but now

evel'd, with fuch impetuous fune frnote

That wU» they hit
3
none on thtr feet might ftand,

thouJh fending elfe as Rocks but down they feU

houfnnds, Angd on Arch- Angel rowl d

,

for thir Arms, unarm d they mjght

Have eaGly as Spirits evaded fwift

quick contraction or remove 3 but n

Foule diflipation follow'd and forc't rout 5

Nor ferv'd it to relax thir ferried files.

What mould they do ? if on they rufhr, repulfe

epeated, and indecent overthrow

oubl'd, would render them yet more defpis'd,

ndto thir foes a laughter 3 for in view

Stood rankt of Seraphim another row
In pofture to difplode thir fecond tire

Of Thunder : back defeated to return

They worfeabhorr'd. Satan beheld thir plight^

And to his Mates thus in derifion call'd.

O Friends,why come not on thefe Vi&ors proud?
Ere while they fierce were coming, and when wee.
To entertain them fair with open Front (terms
And Breft, fwhat could we more?) propounded
Of competition, flrait they chang'd thir minds.
Flew off, and into llrange vagaries fell,

As they would dance, yet for a dance they feemd
Somwhat extravagant and wilde, perhaps
For joy of offerd peace : but I fuppofe

U7° n
r Vr?P°hls once again were heard

We lhould compel them to a quick refult.
To whom thus Belial in like gamefom mood.

Leader the terms we fent were terms of weight,
Of hard contents, and full of force urg'd home,

Such
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SiKh as we might perceive amus'd them all,

And ftumbl'd many, who receives them right,
Had need from head to foot well underftand

3
Not underftood, this gift they have befides,
They fhew us when our foes walk not upright.
So they among themfelves in pleafant veine

*

Stood fcoffing, highthn'd in thir thoughts beyond
All doubt of Vi&orie, eternal might
To match with thir inventions they prefum'd
So eafie, and of his Thunder made a fcorn,

And all his Hoft derided, while they flood
A while in trouble 5 but they flood not long,

Rage prompted them at length,&found them arms
Againfl fuch hellifh mifchief fit to oppofe.
Forthwith ( behold the excellence, the power
Which God hath in his mighty Angels plac'd

)
Thir Arms away they threw, and to the Hills

(For Earth hath this variety from Heav'n
Of pleafure fituate in Hill and Dale )
Light as the Lightning glimpf they ran, they flew,

From thir foundations loofning to and fro

They plucktthe feated Hills with all thir load,

Rocks, Waters, Woods, and by the (haggie tops

Up lifting bore them in thir hands : Amaze,
Be fure, and terrour feis'd the rebel Hod,
When coming towards them fo dread they faw

The bottom of the Mountains upward turn'd,

Tillonthofecurfed Engins triple- row
They faw them whelmd, and all thir confidence

Under the weight of Mountains buried deep,

Themfelves invaded next, and en thir heads

jMain Promontories flung, which in the Air

Came

1
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66o
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63

Came Jhjdowing,and oppreft whole Legions aroftl

Thir armor hcJp'd thir harm, crufh't in and brus'd

Into thir fubftance pent, which wrought them pain
Implacable, and many a dolorous groan,

Long ftrugling underneath, ere they could wind
Out of fuch prifon, though Spirits of pu reft light,

Pu reft at firft, nowgrofs by finninggrown.

The reft in imitation to like Armes
Betook them, and the neighbouring Hills uptorej
So Hills amid the Air encounterd Hills

Hurl'd to and fro with jaculation dire,

That under ground they fought in difmal (hade -,

Infernal noife; Warr feem'd a civil Game
To this uproar j horrid confufion heapt
Upon confufion rofe : and now all Heav'n
Had. gone to wrack, with ruin overfpred,
Had not th' Almightic Father where he fits

Shrin'd in his San&uarie of Heav'n fecure,
Confuting on the fum of things, forefeen
I Ijis tumult,and permitted all, advis'd :

1 hat his great purpofe he might fo fulfill,
To honour his Anointed Son aveng'd
Upon his enemies, and to declare

TV AS 0nh
i
m
u-
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T
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L
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'

d -- whence tohisSon

mitt* °c
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J,
hrone he thus began.

Exigence of my Glorie, Sonbelov'dSon m whofe face invifibl " "

'

Vifibly, what by Deit
e is beheld
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r
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J ^eitie I amAnd in whofe hand what by Decree I dorSecond Ommpotence, two Lve " lla'Twod yes are paft,
.
wu ujyes, as we compute the dav^ nfu-Since Michael and hi. D ^es ot Hean and im Powers weat forth
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Thefe difobedient } fore hath been thir fight, I

Aslikeliefl: was, when two fuch Foes met arnVd.}
For to themfelvesl left them, and thou knowft,'
Equal in their Creation they were form'd,
Savewhat fin hath impaird,which yet hath wrought
Infenfibly, for I fufpend thir doom }

Whence in perpetual fight they needs mud laft

Endlefs, and no folution will be found :

Warr wearied hath perform'd what Warr can do.

And to diforder'd rage let loofe the reines, (makes
With Mountains as with Weapons arm'd, which
Wild work in Heav'n, and dangerous to the mairae.

Two dayes are therefore paft, the third is thine 3

For thee I have ordain'd it, and thus farr

Have fufferd , that the Glorie may be thine

Of ending this great Warr, fincc none but Thou
Can end it. Into thee fuch Vertue and Grace

Immenfe I have transfus'd, that all may know
In Heav'n and Hell thy Power above compare,

And this perverfe Commotion governd thus,
%

To manifeft thee worthieft to be Heir

Of all things, to be Heir and to be King

By Sacred Un&ion, thy deferved right.

Go then thou Mightieft in thy Fathers might,

Afcend my Chariot, guide the rapid Wheeles

That (hake Heav ns bafis,bring forth all my Warr,

My Bow and Thunder, my Almightie A rms
Gird on, and Sword upon thy puififant Thigh 5

Purfue thefe fons of Darknefs, drive them out

From all Heav ns bounds into the utter Deep r

There let them learn, as likes them, to defpife

God and CWelJiab his anointec*

Y
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He faid and on his Son with Rayes dircft

; 2o
!

Shon full, he all his Father full tftprtft

Ineffably into his face rcceiv d,

And thus the filial Godhead anfwering fpakc

O Father, O Supream ofheavnly Thrones,

Firft, Higheft, Holieft, Beft, thou alwayes feekft

ToglorificthySon, I alwayesthec,

As is mod juft » this I my Glorie account,

My exaltation, and my whole delight,

That thou in me well pleas'd, declarft thy will

Fulfilled, which to fulfil is all my Wife.

730 Scepter and Power,thy giving, I affume,

And gladlier (hall refign, when in the end
Thou (halt be All in All, and I in thee

For ever, and in mee all whom thou Jov'ft :

But whom thou hat'ft, I hate, and can put on
Thy terrors, as I put thy mild-nefs on,
Image of thee in all things 1 and (hall Toon,
Armd with thy might,rid heavnotthefe rebellU
To thir prepaid ill Manfion driven down

'

To chains of Darknefs, and th' undyiagWorm
740 That from thy juft obedience could revolt '

Whom to obey is h pinefs entire. ;

J Then (hall thy Saints unmixt, and from th' impure
Farr feparate circling thy holy Mount
IJnfained Halleluiahs to thee fine,

: Hymns^
750wSSSSS^^^iMm.of Paternal Deertie

c
Flatting.

m
l

Tv.V

I

I

I I

I -fc
f?h&

^u

k "*Y

d m 4^ t " :,r : :

1
1

1

•-.•'.•'•..••.•.'•
T
J

€V ;>'-,

J*i

J k

»' 1 '5 k.-V%,
''••/-

Book 6.

Flafhing thick flames, Whecle within Wheele un-
it felf inQinft with Spirit, butconvoyd (drawn,!'
-yfour Cherubic (hapes, four Faces each8
Had wondrous, as with Starrs thir bodies all

And Wings were fet with Eyes, with Eyes the

OfBcril, and careering Fires between-, (Wheels
Over thir heads a chryftal Firmament,
Whereon a Saphir Throne, inlaid with pure
Amber, and colours of the fhowrie Arch.

Heein Celeftial Panoplie all armd

Of radiant Vritft, work divinely wrought,

Afcended, at his right hand Viftorie

Sate Eagle-wing'd,be(idc him hung his Bow
And Quiver with three-bolted Thunder ftor'd,

And from about him fierce Effufionrowld

Offmoak and bickering flame, and fparklesdire.

Attended with tenthoufand thoufand Saints,

Fie onward came, farr off his coming fhon,

I

And twentie thoufand (I thir number heard)

Chariots of God, half on each hand were feen :

Heeon the wings ofCherub rodefublime

On the Cry ftallin Skie, in Saphir Thron'd.

Illuftrious farr and wide, but by his own

Firft feen, them unexpected joy furpriz'd,

When the great Enlignof Mejjzahbhzd

Aloft by Angels born, hisSigninHeav'n :

Under whofe Condudt Michael U a reduced

His Armie, circumfus'd on either Wing,

Under thir Head 'unbodied all- in one.

Before him Power Divine his way prep.ir'd j

At his command the uprooted Hills rctir'd

Each to his placexhey h -d his voice .
d \
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79°

8co

8io

Obfequious, Heav'n I«s wonted face renewd

And with fre(h Flourets Hill and Valley fmil'd.

This fhw his haplefs Foes, but flood obdur'd,

And to rebellious fight rallied thir Powers

fafenfate, hope conceiving from defpair.

\n heav'nly Spirits could fuch perverfenefs dwell >

Buc to convince the proud what Signs availe,

Or Wonders move th' obdurate to relent ?

They hard'nd more by what might moft reclame,

Grieving to fee hisGlorie, at the fight
1 Took envie, and afpiring to his highth,

Stood reimbattell'd fierce, by force or fraud

Weening to profper, and at length prevaile

Againft God and Mejjiah> or to fall

In univerfal ruin laft, and now
To final Battel drew, difdaining flight,

Or faint retreat 5 when the great Son of God
To all his Hoft on either hand thus fpake.

Stand ftill in bright array yeSaints,hereftand
Ye Angels arm'd, this day from Battel reft '-,

Faithful hath been your Warfare, and ofGod
Accepted, fearlefs in his righteous Caufe,
And as ye have receivd, fo have ye don
Invincibly

^ but of this curfed crew
Thepuniftment to other hand belongs,
Vengeance is his or whofe he fole appoints 3Number to tins dayes woric is not ordain'dNor multitude, ftand onely and beholdGods indignation on thefe Godlefs pourd

Yet envied'^a* TCC^ haveW^,
in Heav'n fupream

Kingdom

Becaufe the Father, t'whom
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I

kingdom and Power and Glorie appertains,

Hath honourd me according to his will.

Therefore to ir.ee thir doom he hath afRg'n'd •-,

That they may have thir with, to trie with mee

[n Battel which the ftronger proves, they all,

Or I alone againft them, fince by ftrength

-phey meafure all, of other excellence

Not emulous, nor care whothemexcells j

Nor other firife with them do I voutfafe.
_

So fpake the Son, and into terrour chang d

His count'nance too fevere to be beheld

And full of wrauth bent on his Enemies.

At once the Four fpred out thir Starne wings

With dreadful (hade contiguous, and the Orbes

Of his fierce Chariot rowld, as with the lound

Of torrent Floods, or ofa numerous Hoft.

Hee on his impious Foes right onward drove,

Gloomie as Night* under his burning Wheeks

The ftedfaft Empyrean (hook throughout,

All but the Throne it felf of God. Full foon

Among them he arriv'd 5 in his right hand

Grafping ten thoufand Thunders, which he fent

Before him, fuch as in thir Soules infix d

Plagues ; they aftonifht all refiftance loft,

All courage 5 down thir idle weapons drop d,

O re Shields and Helmes,and helmed heads he rode

Of Thrones and mighty Seraphim proftrate,

That wiftfd the Mountains now might be again

Thrown on them as a (belter from his ire.

Nor Iefs on either fide tempeftuous fell .

His arrows , from the fourfold-v.fag d Foure
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Diftind with eyes, and from the living Wheels,

Diftinft alik^ with multitude of eyes,

SneSpirit in them rulj and every eye

Glar'd lightning, and fliot forth pernicious fi re

Among th' accurfi, that witherd all thir ftrengtfo

And of thir Wonted vigour left them draind,

Exhaufted, fpiritlefs, affiled, fall a.

Yet half his rtrength he put not forth, but check'd

His Thunder in mid Volie, for he meant

Not to deftroy, but root them out of Heav'n :

The overthrown he rais'd, and as a Heard

Of Coats ortimerous flock together throngd

Drove them before himThunder-ftruck^purfu'd

With terrors and with furies to the bounds

And Chryftall wall ofHeavn,which op'ning wide,

.Rowld inward, and a fpacious Gap difclos'd

Into the wailful Deep $ themonftrous fight

Strook them with horror backward, but far worfe

tlrg'd them behind^headlong themfelvs they threw
Down from the verge of Heav'n, Eternal vvrauth

Burnt after them to the bottomlefs pit.

Hell heard th' unfufferable noife, Hell faw
Heav'n ruining from Heav'n and would have fled

Affrighted 5 but ftrift Fate had caff too deep
Her dark foundations, and toofaft had bound.
Nine dayesthey fell* confounded Chaos roard,
And felt tenfold confufion in thir fall
Through his wilde Anarchie, fo huge a rout
Incumberd him with ruin : Hell at la ft

and on them cJosa,

fire

Unquench-

...... „zvu IU im .- nej
Pawning receavd them whole,;
Hell thir fit habitation fraught with

Paradife loft. Book 6.

Unquenchable, the houfe of Woe and paine.

Disburd'nd Heav'n rejoicd, and foon repaird

[4er mural breach, returning whence it rowld.

Sole Victor fromth' expulfion of his Foes
| §3

ijljejfuh his triumphal Chariot turnd :

To meet him all his Saints, who filent ftood

Eycwitncffes of his* Almightie A&s,

With Jubilieadvanc'd , and as they went,

Shaded with branching Palme, each order bright,

Sung Triumph, and him fung Victorious King,

Son, Heire, and Lord, to him Dominion giv'n,

Worthieft to Reign: he celebrated rode

Triumphant through mid Heav'n, mto -the Courts

And Temple of his mightie Father Thron'd

On high 5 whointoGlorie him receav'd,

Where now he fits at the right hand of blifs.

Thus meafuring things in Heav'n by things on

At thy requHr, <afld thatxhou mailt beware (Earth

By what is part, to thee I havereveal'd

What might haveelfe to human Race bin hid 5

The difcord which befd, and Warr in Heav'n

Among th' Angelic Powers, and the deep fall

jQf ihoi'e toojiigh aipinng, who rebe lled

Whh Satan, hec who envies now thy [tare,

Who now is plotting how he may (educe

Thee alfo from obedience, thatwith him

Bereavd of happinefs thou maift partake

His punifiiment, Eternal miferie 5

Which would be all hisfolace and revenge,

890
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BSTiiffnOTn^hisTeinptations, warne

Thy weaker 5 let it profit thee to have heard

By terrible Example the reward

Ofdifobedience; firm they might have flood

Yet fell ; remember, and feartotranfgrefs.

The End of the Sixth Bo»kc
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BOOK VII.

Efcend from Heav'n Vrania^ by

that, name

If rightly thou art call'd, whofc

Voice divine

Following, above Olympian

Hilllfoare,

Above the flight of regafean wing.

The meaning, not the Name I call : for thou

Nor of the Mil fes nine, nor on the top

Of old Olympus dwell'ir, but Heav'die borne,

Before the Hills appeerd, or Fountain flow'd.

Thou with Eternal wifdom did ft- convcrfe,

Wifdom thy Sifter, and with her didft play

In prefenceofth
:

Alii itic Father, plcr.s'd

With thy Celefti.il Song. U led I

Into
1 f 1

.

i have prefunvU

An E-ut G\ n I J Aire,
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Book

^j—^~ri^T^ithlikefafctie guided down

Return me to my Native Element:

Leaftfrom this flying Steed unrein d, (as once

BeBeropb", though from a lower Clime)

Difmounted, on th' Aktan Field I fall

Erroneous,there to wander and forlorne.

Half yet remaines unfung, but narrower bound

Within the vifible DiurnaJ Spheare 5

Standing on Earthy not rapt above the 'Pole,

More fafelSing with mortal voice, unchang'd

To hoarce or mute, though falln on evil dayes,

On evil dayes though faUn, and evil tongues
3

In darknefs, and with dangers compaft rouud,

And folitude; yet not alone, while thou

Vifit'ft my (lumbers Nightly, or when Morn
Purples the Eaft : ftill govern thou my Song,

Vrania^ and fit audience find, though few.
j

But drive farr off the barbarous diflbnance

Of Bacchus and his Revellers, the Race
Of that wilde Rout that tore the Thracian Bard
In Rbodope, where Woods and Rocks had Eares
To rapture, till the favage clamor dround
BothHarp and Voice 3 nor could the Mule defend
Her Son. So fail not thou, who thee implores :

For thou art Heav'n lie, (hee an empty dreame.
Say Godcefi

?
what enfu'd when Raphael,

The affaWe Arch-angel, had forewarned

i
d*"y dl

,

re example to beware
Apoftafie by what befell in Heaven

In£V E°
fta

!f
Sj ]eaftth^ like befallfnParadifeto^« orhisR

(Charg.dnot to touch the interdiSed Tree,
1

If

Paradife

If they tranfgrefs, and
Soealilyobeyd amid the choice

Of all tails el fe to pleafeihir appetite,

Though wandring. He with h d Eve
The florie heard attentive 'd

[With .'dmiration, and deep Mufeto
fthings fo high and ftrange,thi igstothirtl ugl

So unimaginable as hate in HeavY.,

And Warr fo neer the Peace of God in blifs

With fuchconfufion : butthcjevilfooq

Driv'n back redounded as a flood on thofe

From whom it fprung,impofiible to mix
With Blrflednels. Whence Adam foon repeal'd

The doubts that in his heart arofe : and now
Led on, yet finlefs, with defire to know
What neerer might concern him, how this World

Of Heav'n and Earth confpicuous firfl began.

When, and whereof created, for what caufe.

What within Eden or without was doae

Before his memorie, as one whbfe drouth

Yet fcarceallay'd ftill eyes the current ftreame,

Whofe liquid murmur heard new third excites,

Proceeded thus to aIk his Heav'nly Guell.

Great things, and full of wonder in our eares,

Farr differing from this World, thou haft reveal'd

Divine Interpreter, by favour fent

Down from the Empyrean to forewarne

Us timely ofwhat might elfe have bin ourlofs,

Unknown,which human knowledg could notreach:

For which to the infinitly Good we owe
Immortal thanks, apd his admonifhment

Receave with folemne purpofe toobferve
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immutably his fovrah will, the end

Gf what we are. But fince thou haft voutfaft

Gently for our inftruftion to impart

Things above Earthly thoughr,which yet concernd

Our knowing, astehigheftwifdomfeemd,

Deign to defcend now lower, and relate

What may no lefs perhaps availe us known,

How firft began this Heav'n which we behold

Difhr.t (o high, with moving Fires adornd

Innumerable, and this which yeelds of fills

AH fpace, the ambient Aire wide interfused

Imbracing round this florid Earth, what cairfe

M< d the Creator in his holy Reft

Through -all EiernftieTo late tdbuild
• ' ' -

• how fooh
V

InCfuor, iul the work begun,

Abfojv'd. if un forbid thou mailiftunfduld

What w
, not to !explore the ; fecreK alke

Of his Eternal Empire, but-fhe'inore

To magnihefiis Works', the more we know. :

Andthegre.it Light of'Day yet wants to run
Muchof hi Rim\ fh'Bttftt fufpcnf in Heav'n
Held fcythy

i Fee, th invoice he htares,
And longei ill delay to hesre thee tell
His Generic

), and the riling Birth

OriftheStarr^PE. mrrgWthtrMbcn

Of Naturefrom the rehf'Di n :
t -. M- _ -

31 f,n M h lorning fliine.

Haftetpthyh.^
hr with her ill b^g

iir.e tor'
n !! Afii till thy Seng

Slenc d ^S^Withher ill bf

Or", > thee will watch,Or
End,^ ± miirgePanfwcrrd mildc.

This

r\N,

l
r

r 3

v- - *.

Book
This alfo thy requeft with caution askt
'Obtaine : though to recount Almightie works
What words or tongue of Seraph can fufficc,

Or heart of man fuffice to comprehend ?

Yet what thou canft attain, which beft may fcrvc
Toglorifie the Maker, and inferr

Thee alfq happier, fhall not be withheld
Thy hearing, fuch Commiffion from above

I have receav'd, to anfwer thy defire

Of knowledge within bounds 3 beyond abfhin

To ask, nor let thine own inventions hope
Things not reveal'd, which th

8

invifible King,

Onely Omnifcient, hath fuppreft in Night, :

To none communicable in Earth or Heaven

;

Anough is left befides to fearch and know.
But Knowledge is asfocd, and needs no lefs

Her Temperance over Appetite,to know
In meafure what the mind may well contain,

Opprcffes elfe with Surfct, and foon turns

Wifdom to Folly, asNoiiriflimenttoWind-.

Know then, that after Lucifer from Heav'n

(So call him, brighter once amidft the Holt

Of Angels, then that Starr the Starrs among)
Fell with his flaming Legions through the Deep
Into his place, and the great Son returttd

Viftcrious^vith his Saints, th' Omnipotent

Eternal Father from -his Throne 'beheld

Thir multitude, and to his Son thus fpo kc.

Atleaft our envious Fee hath fail'd, ) t!

j 1

j*

120

i;o

ht

All like himfelf rebellious, by whole aid

This inacc.futle high .Qrength, the I. c

Of Deitie" fupream, us difpoifeO,

m°
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150

160

170

Hemmed to have feis'd, and into fraud

Drew many,whom thir place knows here no ffio

Yet farr the greater part Have Kept, I fee,
e
>

Thir Nation, Heav'n yet populous retaines

Number fufficient to potTefs her Realmes

Though wide, and this high Temple to frequent

With Minifteries due and folemn Rites :

But Jeaft his he.irt exalt him in the harme

Already done, to have difpeopl'd Heav'n,

My damage fondly deem'd, lean repaire

That detriment, if fuch it be to Jofe

Self-loft, and in a moment will create

Another World, out of one man a Race
Of men innumerable, there to dwell,
Not here, till by degrees of merit rais'd

They open to themfelves at length the way
Up hither, under long obedience tri'd,

And Earth be chang'd to Heavn,8cHeav*n to Earth
One Kingdom, Joy and Union without end.
Mean while inhabit laxe, ye Powers ofHeav'n
And thou my Word, begotten Son, by thee

'

This I perform, fpeak thou, and be it don

:

My overfhadowing Spirit and might with thee
I fend alongside forth, and bid the Deep

Pm nilWn" 1 b°Unds be Heav '

n and ^rth,

SK A ^ becaufe I^ "hofill
infinitude, nor vacuous the fpace.
[hough I uncircumfcrib'd my ielf retire,fcSh ^g^dneVs, whichS free
10 attor not,Neceffitieand Chance
Approachnotmee,andwhatIwillfsFate.

<s r» Pr.n 1, « 4. i • 4, .

uu "'jaL| win is race.
Sofpaketh AluMghtfc, andtowhathefpake

.

:•*•::. 1

rn
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Paradife loft Book 7.

His Word, the Filial Godhead, gave etiect.

Immediate are the Afts of God,more fwift

Then time or motion, but to human ears

Cannot without procefsof fpeech be told,

So told as earthly notion can receave.

Great triumph and rejoycing was in Heav'n

When fuch was heard declared theAlmighties will,

Glorie they fung to the moft High, good will

To future men, and in thir dwellings peace :

Glorie to him whofe juft avenging ire

Had driven out th' ungodly from his fight

And th' habitations of the juft 5 to him

Glorie and praife, whofe wifdom had ordain'd

Good out of evil to create, in ftead

i 1

T 7

A

18c

Of Spirits maligne a better Race to bring

Into thir vacant room, and thence diffufe

His good to Worlds and Ages infinite.

So fang the Hierarchies ; Mean while the Son

On his great Expedition now appeer'd,

Girt with Omnipotence, with Radiance crown'd

Of Majeftie Divine, Sapience and Love

Immenfe,and all his Father in him (hoi*.

About his Chariot numberlefs were pour'd

Cherub and Seraph, Potentates and Thrones,

And Vertues, winged Spirits, and Chariots wing'd,

From the Armoury ofGod, where ftand of old

Myriads between two brazen Mountains lodg'd

Againft a folemn day, harneft at hand,

Celeftial Equipage 3 and now came forth

Spontaneous, for within them Spirit livd,

Attendant on thir Lord: Heav'n op nd wide

Her ever during Gates:
Harmonious found

190

200
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210

Book rj.

The King of Glone in his powerful Word

And Spirit coming to create new Worlds.

On heav'nly ground they ftood,and from the(ho
re

They view'd the vaft immeaiurable Abyfs

Outrageous as a Sea, dark, waftefuJ,wilde,

Up from the bottom turn'd by furious windes

And fwrging waves, as Mountains to aflault

Heav'ns hightb, and with the Center mix the P Je
Silence.ye troubl'd waves,and thou Decp^eace*

Said then th' Omnific Word, your difcord end :

'

Nor (laid, bat on the Wings ofCherubim '
|

Uplifted, in Paternal Glorie rode
Farr into Chaos, and the World unborn

$

For Chaos heard his voice : him all his Traine
Follow 'd in bright proceffion to behold
Creation, and the wonders of his might.
Then ftaid the fervid Wheeles, and in his hand
He took the golden Compares, prepard
In Gods Eternal frore, to circumfcribe
This Uoivcrfc, and all created things :

One foot I ecentcrJ, and the other turn'd

oor ^n
r
d ™roughjbc valr profundicieobfeure,

23c And aid thus farr extend, thus farr thy bounds,
This be thy

,
u ft Circumference, O World.

I hi;s Cod the Heav n created, thus the Earth,
Matter^nformUand void : Duknefi profound
C^erdth' Abyfs: buton the wntriecalme
Hsboori;

mgsthcSpiritofQod.-butfprcil,

T i

Vm
!

! ***> «n* vital warmth

us cold infernal di ;s
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Paradife loft.

Adverfe to life : then founded, then conglob'd
Like things to like, the reft to feveral pi ice
Difparted, and between fpun out the Air,

And Earth felf-ballanc't on her Center hung.
Let ther be Light, faid God, and forthwith Light

Ethereal, firft of things, quinteflencepure
Sprung from the Deep, and frem her Native Eaft

To journie through the airie gloom began,

Sphear'd in a radiant Cloud, for yet the Sun
Was not 5 (hee in a cloudie Tabernacle

Sojourn'd the while. God faw the Light was good}
And light fromdarknefsby the Hemifphere

Divided : Light the Day, and Darknefs Night

He nam'd. Thus was the firft Day Eevn and Morn:
Ncr pad uncelebrated, nor unfung

By the Celeftial Quires, when Orient Light

Exhaling firft from Darknefs they beheld 5

Birth-day of Heav'n and Earth 5 with joy and fhout

The hollow Univerfal Orb they fill'd,

And touch't thir Golden Harps, & hymning prais'd

God and his works, Creatour him they fang,

Both when firft Eevning was, and when firft Morn.

Again, God faid, let ther be Firmament
Amrd the Waters, and let it divide

The Waters from the Waters .• and God made

The Firmament, expanfe of liquid, pure,

Tranfparent, Elemental Air, diffus'd

In circuit to the uttermoft convex

Of this great Round : partition firm and fure,

The Waters underneath from thofe above

Dividing : for as Earth, fo hee the World

Built on circumfluous Waters calme, in wide
Cryftal-

24.0
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Cryftallin Ocean, and the loud rniirule

OfYW farr removed, leaft tierce extreames

Contiguous might difteniperlAe whole frame:
|

AndHcav'n he nam d the Firmament : So Eev'n

And Morning CW* fungthe fecond Day

The Earth was form'd, but in the Womb as yet

Of Waters, Embryon immature involv'd,

1 Appeer'd not : over all the face of Earth

1 Main Ocean flow'd , not idle, but with warme

080 Prolific humour foffning all her Globe,

• Fermented the great Mother to conceave,

Satiate with genial moifture, when God faid

Be gathered now ye Waters under Heav'n

Into one place, and let dry Land appeer.

Immediately the Mountains huge appeer

• Emergent, and thir broad bare backs upheave
into the Clouds, thir tops afcend the Skie :

So high as heav'd the tumid Hills, Co low
Down funk a hollow bottom broad anddeep>.

250 Capaciousbed ofWaters: thither they
.Hafted with glad precipitance, uprowld
As drops on duftconglobing from the drie ;

Part rife in cry ftal Wall, or ridge direft,
For hafre^ fuch flight the great command imprefb'd
On the fwift flouds : as Annies at the call
Of Trumpet (for ofArmies thou haft heard)
Troop to thir Standard, fo the watrie throng,
Wave rowling after Wave,where way they found,

300 Soft-ebbing, nor withfrood them Rock or Hill,
But they, or underground, or circuit wide
With Serpent errou r wandring, found $hir wa
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Paradife loft. Book 7

And on the walhie Oofe deep Channels wore 5

Eafie, e're God had bid the ground be drie,

All but within thofe banks, where Rivers now
Stream, and perpetual draw thir humid traine.

The dry Land, -Earth, and the great receptacle

Of congregated Waters he call'dSeas :

And faw that it was good, and faid, Let th' Earth

put forth the verdant Grafs, Herb yeilding Seed,' 310

And Fruit Tree ycilding Fruit after her kind j

Whofe Seed is in her felf upon t lie Earth.

He fcarce had faid, when the bare Earth, till then

Defert and bare, unfightly, unadorn'd.

Brought fort h the tender Grafs.whofe verdure clad

Her Univerfal Face with pleafanr green,

Then Herbs of every leaf, that fudden flour'd

Op iiing thir various colours, and made gay

Her bofom fmelling fweet: and thefe fcarce blown,

Forth flouiith't thick the cluftring Vine,forth crept

The fmelling Gourd, up ftood the cornie Reed

Embatteird in her field : add the humble Shrub,

And Bufh with frizl'd hair implicit : Jaft

Rofe as in Dance the ftately Trees, and fpted

Thir brancheb hung with copious Fruit^or gemm'd

Thir Elofloms; with high Woods the Hills were

With tufts the vallies^each fountain fide
5
(crownd,

With borders long the Rivers. Thar Earth now

Scemd like to Heav'n* a feat where Gods might

Or wander with delight.andloveto haunt (dwell,. 33

Her facred fhades : though God had yet not rain'd

Upon the Earth, and may to till the ground

None was, but from the Earth a dew ie Mift

Went up andwaterd all the ground, and each

323
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35

Plant ofthefield, which e'reit was in the Earth

God made, and every Herb, before it grew
On the green ftemm =, God faw that it was go0c}

.

So Eev'n and Morn recorded the Third Day.
Again th'Ahnightie fpake : Let there be Lights

High in th' expanfe of Heaven to divide

The Day from Night 3 and let them be for Signes
For Seafons, and for Dayes, and circling Years '

\nd let them be for Lights as I ordaine

Thir Office in the Firmament of Heavn
To give Light on the Earth 3 and it was fo.

And God made two great Lights, great for thir ufe
To Man, the greater to have rule by Day,
Thelefs by Night alterne: and made the Starrs
And fet them in the Firmament of Heavn

'

To illuminate the Earth, and rule the Day
In thirviciffitude, and rule the Night
And Lightfrom Darknefs to divide. God faw
purveying his great Work, that it was good •

'

For pf CeJeftiaJ Bodies firfi the Sun
8

A mightie Spheare he fram'd,unlightfom firftThough of Ethereal Mould: then formed the Moon

36c

Globofe, an(j tverie magnitud fgAnd to* wuhSurrstfe Heavn thicS

ffi I^^t^^^as a field :
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Paradife loft.

By tto&ure or reflection they augment

Thir (mall peculiar, though from human fight

So fair remote, with diminution teen.

Firft in his Eaft the glorious Lamp was feen,

Regent of Day, and all th' Horizon round

(nvelted with bright Rayes, jocond to run

His Longitude through Heav'ns high rode:the gray-

Dawn, and the rleiadet before him dane'd

Shedding Tweet influence : lefs bright the Moon,!

But oppolite in leveld Weft was fet

His mirror, with full face borrowing her Light

From him, fox other light (he needed none

to thatafpeel, and (till thatdiflance keepes

Till night, then in the Eaft her turn (he dimes,

Revolvd on Heav'ns great Axle, and her Reign

With thoufand lefler Lights dividual holds,

WiththoufandthoufandStarres,thatthenappeeid

Spangling the Hemifphere : then firfi: adornd

With thir bright Luminaries that Set and Role,

Glad Eevning & gladMorn crownd the fourth day.

And God faid, let the Waters generate

Reptil with Spawn abundant, living Soule:

And let Fowle die above the Earth with wings

Difplayd on the op'n Firmament of Heavn.

And God createdthe great Whalcs,and each

Soul living, each that crept, which plenteoully

The waters generated by thir kindes,

And every Birdof wing alter his kinder

And faw that it was good,and blefs'd them, faying,

Be fruitful, multiply, and in the Seas

And Lakes and running Streams the waters nil

,

lAnd let the Fowle be multiped on the Earthy

370
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Book 7.

Forthwith the Sounds and Seas, each Creek 8c Bay

With Frie innumerable (Waritne, and Shoales

Of Fifh that with thir Finns and fhining Scales

Glide under thegreen Wave,inSculIes that oft .

Bank the mid Sea : part (in^c or with mate

Graze the S -a weed thirpa(lure,& through Groves

Of Coral ftray, or fporting with quick glance

Show to the Sun thir wav'd coats dropt with Gold,

Or in thir Pearlie (hells at eafe, attend

Moift nutriment, or under Rocks thir food

In jointed Armour watch ; onfmooththeSeale
And bended Dolphins play .• part huge of bulk
Wallowing unwcildie, enormous in thir Gate
Temped the Ocean : there Leviathan
Hugeft of living Creatures, on the Deep
Strttcht like a Promontorie fleepsor fwimmes,
And fecms a moving Land, and at his Gilles
Draws in, and at hisTrunck fpouts out a Sea.
\k an while the tepid Caves, and Fens andlhoares
Thir Brood as numerous hatch, from the Bgg that
Buifting with kindly rupture forth difclos'd (foon
Thir callow young, but feat herd foon and fledge
They fumnvd thirPenns,and foaring th' air fublime
Withclangdefp,s'dtheground,underacloud

0,!ci& 'a rT thG E^k and *« Stork
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Her

k -

IWM
h 1

-

1 1

i L 1

* 1

t

v.v ?.«y/* T 1 F~ -m\

-r p I "•'

I
.

I

. m t -

•

r 1

4
J Dl

Mi

..*> j*. 1

!

I

1
1 M2M

—J
.->-*

1

. BH

I

i V

1

p

Paradife loji. Book
7

Her annual Voiage, born on Windes } the Aire
Floats,as they pafs,fann'd with unnumber'd plume?:

From Branch to Branch the fmaHer Birds with fong

Solac'd the Woods, and fpred thir painted wings

Till Ev'n,nor then the folcmn Nightingal

Ceas'd warbling, but all night tun'd her foft layes:

Others on Silver Lakes and Rivera Bath'd

Thir downie Breft 5 the Swan with Arched neck

Between her white wings mantling proud ly,Kowes

Her Hate with Oarie feet : yet oft they quit

The Dank, and riling on fciff Pennons, towns

The mid AerealSkie: Others on ground

Walk'd firm^thecrefred Cock whofe clarion founds

The filent hours, and th' other whofe gay Traine

Adorns him, colour'd with the Florid hue

OF Rainbows and Starrie Eyes. The Waters thu

With Fifti repleiiifht, and the Aire with Fow!e,

Ev'ning and Morn folemniz'd the Fift day.

The^Sixt, and of Creation laft arofe

WithEevning Harps and Mattin,vvhen God faid,

Let th' Earth bring forth Fowle living in her kinde,

Cattel and Creeping things,and Beaftof theF rrth.

Each in their kinde. The Earth obey'd, and (trait

Op'ningher fertil Woomb teem'd at a Birth

[nnumerous living Creatures, perfet formes,

Limb'd and full grown : out of the ground up rofe

As from his Laire the wilde B^ft where he wonns

In Forreft wilde, in Thicket, E rake, or Den,

Among the Trees in Pairs they re U , they walk'd ;

• The Cattel in the Fields and Meddowes green :

/Thofe rare and foluarie, thefe in flocks

PaQuring at once, and in broad Herds upfprung.
&

' The

inb

44O
I

'

+5

±60



-.-

^H . :^r

Jiook 7.
Pariidife loft.

470

48c

The graflie Clods now Calv'd, now half appeer'd

The Tawoie Lion, pawing to get free

His hinder parts, then fprings as broke from Bonds

j

And Rampant (hakes his Brinded main* the Ounce,'

TheLibbard, and theTyger, as the Moale

Riling, the crumbl'd Earth above them threw j

In Hillocks 5 thefwift Stag from under ground

Bore up his branching head .- fcarfefrom his mould
Behemoth biggeftborn of Earth upheav'd

His vaftnefs : Fleec't the Flocks and bleating rofe,

As Plants : ambiguous between Sea and Land
The River Horfe and fcalie Crocodile.

At oncecame forth whatever creeps the ground,
Infect or Worme 5 thofe wav'd thir limber fans

For wings, and fmalleft Lineaments exaft
In all the Liveries deft of Summers pride
With fpotsof Gold and Purple, azure and green

:

Thefeas a line thir long dimenfion drew.
Streaking the ground with finuous trace 5 not all

Minims ofNature 5 fome of Serpent kinde
Wondrous in length and corpulence involv'd
Thir Snakie foulds, and added wings. Fiift crept
The Parhmonious Emmet, provident

490

Of future in fmalJ room large heart enclos'd,
Pattern of juft equalitie perhaps
Hereafter, join'd in her popular Tribes

Th £" T'" ,

•
fwar'™g next appeer'd

u/. , ri
> J and builds her waxen Celk
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Paradife Book 7
The Serpent futtl'ft Bead of all "the field
Of huge extent fomtim^ with brazen Eyes
And hairie Main terrific, though to thee
Not noxious, but obedient at thy call

Now Heav'nin all her Glorie lhon,and rowld
Her motions the great firft-Movers hand
Firftwheeldthircourfe^ Earth in her rich attire '

5C°

Confuir.marelovlyfmird* Aire, Water Earth
By Fowl,FiOi Beaf^was fiOWn,was fwum,was walkt
Frequent * and of the Sixt day yet remain'd

3
There wanted yet the Matter work, the end
Of all yet don

3 a Creature who not prone
And Brute as other Creatures, butendu'd
With S.in&itie ofReafon,might ereft
Hi* Stature, and upright with Front fcrene
Govern thcreft, felt-knowing, and from thence "\ 510
Magnanimous tocorrefpond withHeav'n,
But grateful to acknowledge whence his good
Defcends, thither with heart and voice and eyes
Direfted in Devotion, to adore
And worfhipGodSupream, who made him chief
Of ill Ms works; therefore the Omnipotent
Eternal Fatf:er

v
For win re is not hee

PrefentJ thus to his Son audibly fpake.
Let m majue now Man in our image, Man

In our fin ifirude,.and lu them rule
Over the Fifh and Fowle of Sea and Aire,
Bead ofthe Field, and overall the Earth,
And every creeping thing that creeps the ground.
This faid, he forn d thee^ Adam, thee O Man
Dull of the ground, and in rhy nolnik brenii'd
[The breath of Life 3 in his own Image hee

B b Created

;

52O
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Created thee, in the Image of God

Exprcfs and thou becanrft a living Soul.

Male he created thee, but thy confort

Femal for Race * then blefsd Mankinde,and faid,

Be fruitful, multiplie, and fill the Earth,

Subdue it, and throughout Dominion hold

Over Fifo of the Sea, and Fowleof the Aire,

And every living thing that moves on the Earth.

Wherever thus created, for no place

Is yet difVmft byname, thence, as thou know'ft

He brought thee into this delicious Grove,

This Garden, planted with the Trees of God,

Delegable bothto behold and tafte 5

And freely all thirpleafant fruit for food

Gave thee,all forts are here that all th'Earth yeelds,

Varietie without end 5 but of the Tree
Which tafted works knowledge of Good and Evil,

Thou rpai'ft not ; in the day thou eafft, thou di'ft
5

Death is thepenaltie impos'd, beware,

JAnd govern well thy appetite, leaftfih

Surprifethec, and her black attendant Death.
Here fihilh'd hee , and all that he had made
Vicw'd, and behold all was entirely good 3
So Ev'n and Morn accomplinYd the Sixt day :

Yet not till the Creator from his work
Defifting, though unwearied, up returnd
Up to the Heav'nof Heav'ns his high abode,

Th addition of his Empire, how it (hew'd
In profpeft from his Throne, how good,how faire,
jAnfwering his great Idea. Up he rode
Followd with acclamation and the found

Sympho-
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Sytriphonious of ten thoufand Harpes that tun

Angelic harmonies : the Earth, the Aire

fVefounded ,
(thou remember'ft, for thou he

The Heav'ns and all the Conftellations rung

The Planets inthyr ftations lift'ning Rood,

While the bright Pomp afcended jubilant.

Open, ye everlafting Gates, they fung,

Open, ye Heav'ns, your living dores; let in

The great Creator from his work returnd

Magnificent , his Six days work, a World j

Open, and henceforth oft j fprGod willd

To vifit oft the dwellings of juft Men

Delighted, and with frequent intercourfe

Thither will fend his winged Meffengers

On errands of fupernal Grace. So fung

The glorious Train afcending: He through

That open'd wide her blazing Portals, led

To Gods Eternal houfe direft the way,

Abroad and ample rode, whofe duft is Gold

And parement Starrs, as Starrs to thee appee

SeenintheGalaxie, that Milkie way

Which nightly as a circling Zone thou ieelt

Pouderd with Starrs. And now on Earth the Sea

Eev'ning arofein tden, for the Sun

Was fet, and twilight from the Eaftcameon,

Forerunning Night j when at the holy™unt

Of Heav'ns high-feated top, th Impereal Throne

Of Godhead , fixt for ever firm and lure,

The Filial Power arriv'd, and fate him down

With his great Father (for he alio went

llnvifible, yet ftaid ( fuch privilege

Hath Omniprefence) and the work ordain d,

'
ll

590
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rand endofallthw and fr. *m work

Now retting, blefs'd and hallowd the Seav'nth day

As retting on chatday from all his work
,

Butiutiniilenceholy kept* the H,rp

H id work and relted not, the fo.cmn ripe,

And Dulcimer, all Organsof fweet (top,

\ll founds on Fret by String or Golden Wire

femper'd foft Tunings, intermixt with Voice

Choral or Unifon: of incenfe Clouds

Fuming from Golden Cenfers hid the Mount.

( ation and the Six dayes ads they fung
,

Great are thy works, Jehovah, infinite

Thy power} what thought can meafure thee or

Relate thees greater now in thy return (tongue

Then from the Giant Angers 5 thee that day,

Thy Thunders magnifi'd j but to create

Is greater then created to deftroy.

Who can impair thee, mighty King, or bound
I

r
^ Thy Empire ?• eafily the proud attempt
PiojOf Spirits apoftatand thirCounfels vaine

Thou haft repeld, while impioufly they thought
Thee todiminilh, and from thee withdraw
The number of thy worfhippers. Who feekes
To Jeflen these, againft his purpofc ferves
To m;nifeftthe more thy might: his evil
Thouufefr, and from thence creat'ft more good.
Witnef, this new-made World, another Heav'n
From Heaven Gate not farr, founded in view
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Paradife loft. Book 7
Thir feafons : among thefethe feat of men,
Earth with her nether Ocean circumfns'd,

Thir pleafant dwelling place. Thrice happie men,
And ions ofmen, whom God hath thusadvanc't,

Created in his Image, there to dwell

And worfhip him, and in reward to rule

Over his Works, on Earth, in Sea, or Air,

And multiply a Race of Worfhippers

Holy and jufr ; thrice happie if they know
Thir hnppinefs, and perfevere upright.

So fung they, and the Empyrean rung,

With Halleluiahs: Thus was Sabbath kept.

And thy requeft think now fulfill'd, that ask'd

How firft this World and face of things began.

And what before thy memorie was don

From the beginning, that pofrertte

Informdby thee might know 5 if elfethou feekQ

Aught, not furpaffing human meafure, fay.

To whom thus Adam gratefully repli'd.

What thanks fufficient, or what recompence

Equal have I to render thee, Divine

Hyftorian, who thus largely haft allayd

ThethirftI had of knowledge, andvoutfafc

This friendly condefcention to relate

Things elfe by meunfearchable, now heard

VVith wonder, but delight, and, as is due,.

With glorie attributed to the high

Creators fome thing yet of doubt remaincs,

I Which onely thv Volution can rcfoJve. .

When I behold this goodly Frame, this World

Of Heav'n and Earth confifting, and compute,

Thir magnitudes, this Earth a fpot, agraine,
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Book 7•________.
An Atom, vvkh thelWteent compared

And ,11 hernumberd Starrs, that feem to rowle

Spaces incomprehcnfible (for fuch

Tint diftance argues and thirTwift return

Diurnal) meerly to officiate light

Round this opacous Earth, this punftual fpot,

One day and night 3 in all thir vaft furvey

Ufelefs befides, reafoning I oft admire,

How Nature wife and frugal could commit

Such difproportions, with fuperfluous hand

S) many nobler Bodies to create,

Greater fo manifold to this oneufe,

For aught appeers, and on thir Orbs impofe

Such reftlefs revolution day by day

Repeated, while the fedentarie Earth,

That better might with farr lefs compafs move,
Serv'd by more noble then her felf, attaines

Her end without leaft motion, and receaves
5

As Tribute fuch a fumlefs journey brought
Ofincorporeai fpeed, her warmth and light j

Speed, to defcribe whofe fwiftnefs Number failes.

So fpake our Sire, and by his count'nance feemd
Entring on ffudious thoughts abftrufe, which Eve
Perceaving where (he fat retir'd in light

,

With IowJinefs Majefoc from her feat,
And Grace that won whofaw to wifoher fray,
Rofe,and went forth among her Fruits and Flours,
lo vint how they profper'd, bud and bloom,
HerNurfene; they at her coming fcrune
And toucht by her fair tendance gladlier grew.
Ye went (he not, as not w jt h fuch difcourfe
Delighted, or not capable hereare

Of

!

H ir W$m0/?0ik
L_ T' I 'r^^^m ffitezzftF.Xi

41

1
• -^^

? * 1 mrm
^^M

r4 * i .

I 1111 j m&m jBillH m

Da 9
1
a r~'

1 \
t

EM
* * i

:<>

Paradife loft.

Ot what was high : fuch plealure the referv'd,

^w relating, die fole Auditrefs 3

Her Husband the Relater fhe preferr'd

Before the Angel, and of him to ask

Chofe rather ; hee, (he knew would intermix

Grateful digreffions, and folve high difpute

With conjugal Careffes, from his Lip

'Not W.> ids alone pleas'dher. O when meet now

Such pairs, in Love and mutual Honour joyn d ?

With Goddefs-like demeanour forth fhe went j

Not unattended, for on her as Queen

A pomp of winning Graces waned mil,

And from about her foot Darts of defire

Into all Eyes to wifo her ftill in fight.

And Raphael now to Adam's doubt propos d

Benevolent and facil thus reph'd.
_

To ask or fearch! blame thee not, for Heav n

fs as the Book of God before thee
:

fet,

Wherein to read his wondrous Works, and learne

His Seafons, Hours, or Days, or Months or Yeares

.

This to attain, whether Heav'n move or Earth,

Imports not, if thou reck'n right the relt

From Man or Angel the great Architcft

Did wifely to conceal, and not divulge

His fecrctstobefcann'dby them who ought

Rather admire h or if they hfl
:
to try

(Conjefture, he his Fabric of the Heav ns

Hath left to thir difpute*, perhaps to move

*His laughter at thir quaint Of 1"10.™.^^
Hereafter, when they come to model Heav n

And calculate the Starrs, how they w 11 w«W

The mightie frame, how
bu,ld,unbuild,contr.
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run,

I

730

I J jvc appearances, how gird the Sphear

20 [With Centric and Eccentric fcribl'd o're,

Cycle and Epicycle, Orb in Orb :

Alreadie by thy reafoning this I guefs,

Who art to lead thy ofspring, and fuppoftft

That Bodies bright and greater (hould not ferve

The lefsnot bright,nor Heavn fuchjourni

Earth fitting ft ill, when (he alone receaves

The benefit : conlider firft, that Great

Or Bright inferrs not Excellence: the Earth

Though, in comparifon of Heav'n, fo final],

Nor gliflering, may of folid good containe

More plenty then the Sun that barren (hines,

VVhofe vertue on it felf. workes no effeft.

But in the fruitful Earthy there firft receavd
His beams, unadlive elfe, thir vigor find.

Yetnot to Earth are thofe bright Luminaries
Officious, but to thee Earths habitant.
And fortheHeav'ns wideCircuir, let itfpeak
The Makers high magnificence, who built
So fpacrous, and his Line ftretcht out fo farr

;

74
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n may know he dwd,s not '" his own
3An Edificc-too large for him to fill,

Lodgd inafmall partition, and the reft
Ordain^ for ufes to his Lord beft knowu.The fw.ftnefcof thofe Circles attribute,
Though numberlefs, to his Omnipotence,
Thattocorp0re a fubftancescouidadde'
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By Numbers that have name. But this I urge
Admitting Motion in the Heavns, to (hew '

Invalid that which thee to doubt it mov'd 5
Not that I fo affirm, though fo it feem
To thee who haft thy dwelling here on Earth.
God to remove his wayes from human fenfe,

'

plac'd Heav nfrom Earth fofarr,that earthly fight,

If it prefume, might erre in things too high,
And no advantage gaine. What if the Sun
Be Center to the World, and other Starrs

By his attra&ive vertue and thir own
Incited, dance about him various rounds ?

Thir wandring courfe now high,now low,then hid,

Progreffive, retrograde, or (landing ftill,

In fix thou feeft, and what iffev'nth to thefe
The Planet Earth, fo ftedfaft though (he feem,
Infenfibly three different Motions move?
Which elfe to feveral Sphears thou muft afcribe,

Mov'd contrarie with thwart obliquities,

Or fave the Sun his labour, and that fvvift

Nofturnal and Diurnal rhomb fuppos'd,

Invifible elfe above all Starrs, the Wheele
OfDay and Night} which needs not thy bekefe,
If Earth induftrio-us of her felf fetch D-iy
Travelling Eaft, and with her part averfe

From the Suns beam meet Night, her other part

Still luminous by his ray. What if that light

Sent from her through the wide tranfpicuous aire.

To the terrtftrial Moon be as a Starr

Enllghtning her by Day, as (lie by Night
This Earth? reciprocal, ifLand be there,

Feilds and Inhabitants ; Her fpots thou feeft
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As Clouds, and Clouds may rain, and Rain produce

Fruits in her foft'nd Soile, for fome to eate

Allotted there $ and other Suns perhaps
^

With thir attendant Moons thou wilt defcne

Communicating Male and Femal Light,

Which two great Sexes animate the World,

iStor'-d in each Orb perhaps with fome that live.

7 9° I
For fuch vaft room in Nature unpofleft

By living Soule, defert and defolatc,

Onely to thine, yet fcarce to contribute

Each Orb a glimps of Light,conveyd fo farr

Down to this habitable, which returnes

Light back to them, is obvious to difpute.

But whether thus thefe things, or whether not.

Whether the Sun predominant in Heavn
Rife on the Earth, or Earth rife on the Sun,

Hee from the Eaft his flaming rode begin,

Or Shee from Weft her filent courfe advance
With inoffenfive pace that fpinning fleeps

On her foft Axle, while (he paces Eev'n,
And bears thee foft with the fmooth Air along,
Sollicit not thy thoughts with matters hid,
Leave them to God above, him ferve and feare.
Of other Creatures, as him pleafes beft,
Wherever plac't, let him difpofe : joy thou
In what he gives to thee, this Paradife
And thy fane Evei Heavnis for thee too high
To know what paffes there 5 be lowlie wife : -

I hink onely what concernes thee and thy being 5

Uream not of other Worlds, what Creatures there
Live, m what fate, condition or degree.
Contented that thus farr hath beenreveal'd
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Paradife lofl. Book
7

Not of Earth onely but of higheft Heavn.
To whom thus Adam cleerd ofdoubt, repli'd.

How fully haft thou fatisfi'd mee, pure
Intelligence of Heavn, Angel ferene,

And freed from intricacies, taught to live.

The eaficft way, nor with perplexing thoughts

To interrupt the fweetof Life, from which
God hath bid dwell farr off all anxious cares,

And not moleft us, unlefs we our felves^

Seek them with wandring thoughts, and notions

But apt the Mind or Fancie is to roave (vainc

.

Uncheckt, and of her roaving is no end 5

Till warn d,or by experience taught, fhelearne.

That not to know at large ofthings remote

From ii'fe, obfeure and futtle, but to know
That which before us lies in daily life.

Is the prime Wifdom, what is more, is fume,

Or emptinefs, or fond impertinence,

And renders us in things that mofl concerne

Unprafris'd,unprepar'd, and ftill tafeek.

Therefore from this high pitch let'us defcend

A lower flight, andfpeak ofthings at hand

Ufeful, whence haply mention mayarife

Of fomthing not unfeafonable to ask

By fufferancet, and thy wonted favour deign'd.

Thee I have heard relating what was don

Ere myWifStettbrarrte : now hear mee relate

My Storie, which perhaps thou haft not heard 5

And Day is yet not fpent 5 till then thou fecft

Howfuttlyto detainethee I devifc,

rnvW% thee t# heai* -\*WIc I- relate,

fcbnd, vvejr^ ifiiot in hope of thy reply

:
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850
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For while I fit with thee, I leen- in Heav n>

Andfweeter thy difcourfe is to my eare

Then Fruits of palm-tree plcafantelttothirft-

And hunger both, from labour, at the houre

Of fweet repafl: 5 theyfatiate, and foon fill,
(v jne

Though pleafant, but thy words with Grace Di-

Imbu'd, bri/igtothiriweetnefs noiatietie,.

To whom thus i^/^/anfwer'd heav'nly.meek.

Nor are thy lips ungraceful. Sire of men,

Nor tongue ineloqnent 5 for God on thee

Abundantly his gifts hath alfc pout'd

Inward and outward both, his inipge faire :

Speaking or mute ail comlinefs and grace

Attends thee, and each word, each tnotionformes.

Nor lefs think wee in Heav'n ofthee on Earth
Then ofour fellow fervant, and inquire.

Gladlyjnto the wayes of God with Man :

For God we fee hath honour'd thee, and fet

On Man his equal Love : fay therefore on 5

For I that Day was abfent, as befell,
Bound on, a voyage uncouth and obfeure,
Farr on excuijfign toward the Gates of HeJl.5
Squar'd in full Legion (fuch command we had)
To fee that none thence iffii'd forth a fpie,
Oreqemie, while God was in his,work,
Leali hee inqenftatfuch eruption bold,

'
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But long ere our approaching heard within
Noife, other then the found of Dance or Song,
Torment, andlowd lament, and furious rage.

Glad we returned up to thecoafts of Light

Ere Sabbath Eev'ning : fo we had in charge*

But thy relation now 5 for I attend,

pleas'd with thywords no lefs then thou with mine.

So fpake the Godlike Power, and thus our Sire.

For Man to tell how human Life began

Is hard 5 for who himfelf beginning knew >

Defire with thee ftill longer to converfe

Indued me. As new wak't from foundeft ileep

Soft ontheflourieherb I found me laid

In Balmie Sweat, which with his Beames the Sun

Soon dri'dj and opthe reding moifture fed.

Strait toward ^^/^myVond ring Eyes I turnd,

And gaz'd a while the'ampleSkie,- till rais'd

By quick inftinftive motion up I fprung,

As thitherward endevoring, and upright

Stood on my feet 5 about roe round I faw

Hill, Dale, and (hadie Woods, and funniePlaines,

And liquid Lapfe of murmuring Streams, by thefe,

Creatures that livd, andmovd, andwalk'd,or flew-,

Birds on the branches warbling 5 all- things fmil'd,

With fragrance and with joy my heart oreflow'd.

Myfelf I then perus'd, and Limbby limb

Survey'djandfometimes went, and fometimes ran

With fupple joints, as lively vigoiirled :

But who f.was, or where, or from what caufe,

Knew not s tofpeakl tnd, and forthwith fpake,

My Tongue obey'd and readily could name

Whate'relfaw. Thou Sun, faid I, faire Light,

And
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And thou enlightnd Earth, fo frefli and gay,

Ye Hills and Dales, ye Rivers, Woods, and PI aines,

And ye that live and move, fair Creatures, tell,

Teli, if yefaw, how came I thus, how here ?

Not 'ofmy felf, by fome great Maker then,

In goodnefs and in power preeminent 5

Tell me, how may I know him, how adore.

From whom I have that thus I move and live.

And feel that I am happier then I know.

While thus I call'd,and ftray'd I knew not whither,

From where I firft drew Aire, and firft beheld

This happie Light, wh'eqanfwer none return'd.

On a green fhadie Bank profufe of Flours

Penfive I fate me down 3 there-gentle fleep

Firft found me, and with&ft oppreflion feis'd

My droufed knCe. untrowl^aftbotighl thought
I them was.paffiug to my former :-ftate

Infenfible, and forthwith to diffolve:
When fuddenly flood at my Head a dream,
Whofe inward apparition gentjy-mov'd
My Fancy to believe I yet had being,
Andhvd

: Oneqame, methought, of fhape DiVine,
And faid, thy Manfion wants thee, . AdaatciiCe,
Fuft Man, of Men innumerable ordain d n
Firft Father caU'd by thee I come thy GuideTo the Garden of.blifs, thy feat ^ar'd. J
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Paradife loft. Book 7 I l

reeOf farth before fcarfe plcafant feemd. Each T.

Load'nwith faireft Fruit, that hung to the Eye

Tempting, ftirr'd in me fudder. appetue

To pluck and eate 5 whereat I wak d, and found

Before mine Eyes all real, as thedrcam

Had lively fbadowd : Here had new begun

My wandring, had not hee who was my Guide

Up hither, from among the Trees appeer d,

Pretence Divine. R-ejoycmg, but with aw

In adoration at ins feet L fell .Vf^i
Submifsrhe rearld me s

& Whom thou foughtft I am,|

Said mildely, Author of allth.s thou feeft

Above, or round about thee or beneath.

This Paradife I give thee, count it thine

T Till and keep, and of the Fruit to eate

:

Of every Tree that in the Garden growes

Eate freely with glad heart i fear here no dearth :

But ofthe Tree whofe operation brings

Knowledg of good and ill, which I have (et

The Pledge of thy Obedience and thy Fa.tb,

Amid theharden by theTree of ^,
Remember what I warne thee, Ihun to ^
And fhun the bitter contequence :

for^know

The daythou eafft*hereof, my fole command

Tranfgreft, inevitably thou ftalt dye*

From that day mortal and this happie SttW

Shalt loote expell'd from hence into a World

Of woe and for'row. Sternly he owjounc d

The rigid interdiaion, which refounds

Yet drladful in mine care, though in my. choice

[Not toincur; butfoon his cleer alpee

t

keturhd and gratious purpote thus renew ^

I

I

'i I

T '+'.

m

11

1

M
1

1

Pxi

s«

960

970



TA

^W£r\ r *i ni
^ V- I
. j J FVt.

£T y» .»**
7'*--

980

990

1C00

Not onelythefe fair bound?, but all the Earth

To thee and to thy Race I give 3 as Lords

Poffefs it, and all things- that therein Jive,

Or live-in Sea, or Aire, Beaft, Fifh, and Fowle.

In figne whereofeach Bird and Bead behold

After thirkindes} I bring them to receave

From thee thir Names, and pay thee fealtie

With low fubjeftion^ underftand the fame

Of Fifli within thir wstry refidence,

Not hither fummoncl, fince they cannot change

Thir Element to draw the thinner Aire.

As thus he fpake, each Bird and Beaft behold

Approaching two and two, Thefecowring low
With blandifhment, each Bird ftoop'd on his wing.
Tnam'd them, as they pafs'd, and underftood
Thir Nature, with fuchknowledg God endu'd
My fudden apprehenfion : but in thefe
I roun^ not what me thought I wanted ft ill 5

And totheHeav'nty vifion thus prefum'd.
O by what Name, for thou above all thefe,

Above mankinde,or aught then mankinde higher,
Surpaffeft farr my naming, how may I
Adore thee, Author of this Univerfe,
And all this goodto man, for whofe well being
.So ainDiY. and w\th ViinAo r~ 1:1 1

°ply, and with hands fo liberal

,

Thou haftprovided all things : but with meeMee not who partakes. Infolitude
What:-happ,ncfi, who can enjoy alone,Or a I enjoying, what contentment find ?

L wirf?TU0US
l
and f he vifion bright,

W Se^or5 Wght'nd, thus repli'd.What call ft thou folitude, is not the Earth
With

P ?adife B
With various living creatures, and the Aire
Hcrlenifht, and all thefe at thy command
To come and play before thee, know'ft thou not
Thir language and thir vvayes, they alfo know,
And reafon not contemptibly 5 with thefe
Find paftime, and beare rule, thy Realm is large
So fpake the Univerfal Lord, and feem'd
So ordering. I with leave of fpeech implor'd,
And humble deprecation thus replied.

Let not my words effend thee, Heavnly Powe
My Maker, be propitious while I fpeak.
Haft thou not made me here thy fubftitute,

And thefe inferiour farr beneath me fet ?

Among unequals what focietie <

•Can fort, what harmonic or true delight >

Which muft be mutual , in proportion due
Giv'n and rcceiv'd 5 but indifparitie

The one intenfe, the ether ftill iemifs
Cannot well fuitewith either, butfoon prove
Tedious alike/ Of fellowfliip I fpeak
Such as I feek, fit to participate

All rational delight, wherein the brute
Cannot be human confort 5 they rejoyce
Each with thir kinde, Lien with Lionefsj

So fitly them in pairs thou haft combin'd
5

Muchlefs can Bird with Beafr, crFiih with Fowle
So well-converfe, nor with the Ox the Ape \

Worfthen can Man with Beaft, and leaftofall.

Whereto jb: Almighty a:ifwer'd,not difpleas'd.

\ nice and futt!e;h.appinefs I fee

Thou to thy felt pcopafeft, inthechoice
>f thy Aflfcciates, Adam, and wilttafte
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Book 7

,No~^afurc, S^ghliTpleafure^ folitarje.

Whatthinkft thou then of mee, and this my State,

Seem I to thee fufficiently pofleft

Ofhappin or not? who am alone

From all 1 itie, for none I know

Second to ir.ee or like, equal much left.

How have I then with whom to hold converfe

Save with the Creatures which I made, and thofe

To me inferiour, infinite defcents

Beneath what other Creatures are to thee ?

Heceas'd, I lowly anfwer'd. Toattaine

The highth and depth of thy Eternal wayes

All human thoughts come (hort, Supream ofthings;
Thou in thy felf art perfet, and in thee

Isnodcficience found 5 not fois Man,
But in degree-, the caufe of his defire

By conversation with hislike to help.

Or folace his defe&s. No need that thou

f

i;t Man bynumber is to manifeft
is fingle imperfeftion

, and beget

.

ike of his like, his Image multiple
In umtie defective, which requires'

One 5

anddeereftamitie.Collateral Jove, anu-irccrcira
Thouin thy fecrefie although alone

S^J^ fctta not
Jal communication, yet fo pleas',
nftrailethy Creature to vvhat hivt Union or Communion, deifi'd ;£"by converting cannot thefe ereft

ghth thou wilt

r j " ,6 vii»»"i rneie erect

.

mto From prone, nor in thir wayes complacence find.

Thus

Paradife loft.

Thus I embold'nd fpake, and freedom us'd

permiffive, and acceptance found, which gain*

d

This anfwer from the gratious voice Divine.

Thus farr to try thee, yfc/*w,Iwas pleas'd,

And finde thee knowing not of Beafks alone,

Which thou haft rightly nam'd,butof thy ft If,

Expreffing well the fpirit within thee free
,

My Image, not imparted to the Brute,

vVhofc fellowlhip therefore unmeet for thee

Good reafun was thou freely (houldft ditlike,

And be fo minded (till 5 T, ere thou fpak'ft,

Knew it not good for Man to be alone

,

And no fuch companie as then thou faw'ft

Intended thee, for trial onely brought,

To fee hew thoucould'ft judge of fit and meet :

What next I bring (hall pleafethee, beafTur'd,

Thy likenefs, thy fit help, thy other felf,

Thy wiflb, exaftly to thy hearts defire.

Hee ended, or I heard no more, for now

My earthly by his Heav'nly overpowerd,

Which it had long (tood under.ftrcindto the highth

In that ecleftial Colloquie fublime,

As with an objeft that excels the fenfe,

Dazl'd and fpent, funk down, and fought repair

Of deep, which inftantly fell on me, call'd

By Nature as in aide, and clos'd mine eyes.

Mine eyes he clos'd, but op'n left the Cell

Of Fanciemy interral fight , by which

Abftraft as in a tranfe methought I faw,

Though deeping, where 1 lay, and faw the fliape

Still glorious before whom .wake I ftoodj

Who (toopine op nd my left fide, and cook
* b l D d 1 Fr0ln
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Book 7.

L^rthcncirRib, vTirh cordial ipirits wanne,

And Life-blood dreaming (reOky wide WJS the

But fuddcnly withflcflifili'd up & heard; (wound.

The Bib he fonndand fafliond with his hands
5

Under his forming hands a Creature grew,

Manlike,but different fex fo Jovly faire,

That what feemd fjir in all the World, feeind now

Mean, or in her fummd up3
in her containd

And in her looks
3
which from that time infus'd

Sweetnefs into my heart, unfelt before,

And into all things from her Aire infpir'd

The fpiritof love. and amorous delight.

Shedifoppeerd, and left me dark, I wak'd.

To find her, or for ever to dq^lore

Her lofs, and other pleafuresaJl abjure:

WI;enoiit of hope, behold her, not farr off,

Such aslfaw her in my dream, adornd
With what all Earth or Heaven could beftow
To make her amiable : On (heca;

1130

Led by her Heav'nly Maker, though unfecH,
And guided by his voice, nor uninformd
Of nuptial Sanftitie and marriage Rites :

Grace was in all her fteps, Heav'n in her Eye,
In every gefture dignitie and love.
I overjoyd could not forbear aloud.
This turn hath made amends 5 thou haft fulfill'd

1
hy vvqrds Creator bounteous and benignc,

GiyerofaIlthmgsfaire,but faireftthis
Of all thy gifts, nor envieft. I now fee
Bone, of my Bone, Fldh of my Flefo, my Self

F«Mfl a r
on" r,-isnerName,Qf Man

Extraftcd
5 forthwcaufehefliallforgoe

Father

Before

MR.

Paracltfe loft

H L.

^si:>«s+n

_ 7

Father and Mother, and to I.: Wife adhere }

And they (hall be cne Fldh, one Heart, one Soule.

She heard me thus. and though divinely brought

Yet Innocence and Virgin Modefric,

Her vertue and theconfeienceof her worth,

That would be vvoo'd, and not unfought be won,] u 40
]sj t obvious, not obtrufive, but retir'd,

The more defirablc, or to fay all,

Nature her.felf, though pure of finful thought,

Wrought inherfo, that feeing me, Ihcturu'd
j

I follow'd her, (he what was Honour Iuk
,

And withobfequiousMajdrieapprov'd

My pleaded reafon. To the Nuptial Bowrj

I led her bluflnng like the Morn : all Heav'n,

And happie Conftellations on that houre

Shed thir felefteft influence^ the Earth

Gave fign of gratulation, and each Hill }

Joyous the Birds 5 fre(h Gales and gentle Aires

Whifper'dittothe Woodland from thir wings

Fluns; Rofe, tlung Odours from theJpide Shrub,

Difporting, till the amorous Bird ofNight

Sung Spoufal, and bid hafte t he Eevning Starr

On his Hill top, to light the bridal Lamp.

Thus. I have told theeall my State, and brought

My Storie to the fum of earthly blifs

Which! enjoy, and muftconfefs to find

In all things elfe delight indeed, but foe

As us\i or not, works in the mind no change,

Nor vehement ddire,thefe delicacies

,

I mean of Tafte,Sighr,Smcll,Herbs,Fruits,&F]ours, ;

Walks, and the melodic of Birds s
but here
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felt,

Commotion rtrange, in nil enjoyments elfe

Superiour and unraov d, here onely wcakc

Aeainft the charm of Beauties powerful glance.

Or Nature faild inmee, and left fome part

Not proofenough fuch Objeft to iuftain,

Or from my fide fubdufting, took perhaps

More then enough 5 at leafr on her befWd
Too much of Ornament, in outward ihevv

Elaborate , of inward Jefs exa#.

For well I underftand in the prime end

Of Nature her th' inferiour, in the mind

And inward Faculties, which moft excel],

In outward alfo her refembling lefs

His Image whomade both, and lefs expreffing

Thccharaftcr of that Dominion giv'n

OVe other Creatures^ yet when I approach

Her lovelinefs, fo abfolute (he feeins

And in her fe)f compleat, fo well to know
Her own, that what (he wills to do or fay,

Seems wifeft, vertuoufeft,difcreeteft, beft$
All higher knowledge in her prefence falls

Degraded, Wifdom in difcourfe with her
Loofes difcount'nanc't, and like folly (hecves'j
Authorjtieand Reafon on her waite,
As one intended firft, not after made
Occafionally

5 andtoconfummate all,

Greatnefs of mind and noblenefs th'ir feat
Build in her lovelieft, and create an awe
About her, as a guard Angelic plac't.
To whom the Angel with contratfed brow.

Accufenot Nature, (he hath don her part 5

Do

'*E& rO

Paradife loft. Book

Do thou but thine, and be not diffident

Of Wifdom, (hedeferts thee not, if thou

Difmifb not her,when moft thou need ft her nigh.

By attributing overmuch to things

Lefs excellent, as thou thy felf perccav'ft.

For what admir'ft thou, what tranfportstheefo,

Anoutfide? fair no doubt, and worth; well

Thy cherfthing, thy honouring, and thy love,

Not thy fubjeftion : weigh with her thy fclf?

Then value : Oft times nothing profits more

Then felf-efteero, grounded on juft and right

Well manage ofthat skill the more thou know 'ft,

The more (he will acknowledge thee her Head,

And to realities yeild all her (hows 5

Made fo adorn for thy delight the more,

So awful, that with honour thou maift love

Thy mate, who fees when thou an feen lcatt wile.

But if the fenfe oftouch whereby mankind

Is propagated leem ( uch dear delight

Beyond all other, think the fame voutfaft

ToCattel and each Bcaft* which would not be

To them made common 6c divulg'd, ifaught

Therein enjoy'd were worthy to fubdue

TheSouleofMan, or paflioninhun move

What higher in her focietie thou findft

Attractive, human, rational, ldve'ftill 5

In loving thou doft well, in pafiionnot,

WhereintrueLoveconfiftsnot 5 love refines

1 :o

1 21C

122

The thoughts, and heart enlarges, hath his feat

TnReafon, and is judicious, isthefcale

By which to heav'nl y Love thou mniji a(cend,

Not funk in carnal pleafure, for which caufe
1

r Among
f 230:
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Book 7.

Among the Beafts no Mate for thee vVas found.

\
To whom thus half abalh't^k/wrcpli'd.

,'NcitJ cr her out- fide fonnd To fair, nor aught

In procreation common to all kindes

(Though higher of the genial Bed by far,

And with myfterious reverence I deem)

So much delights me, as thofe graceful afts,

Thofe thoufand decencies that daily flow

From all her words and actions, mht with Love

1240 Andfweet compliance, which declare unfeign'd

Union of Mind, or in us both one Soule,

Harmonie to behold in wedded pair

Mure grateful then harmonious found to theeare.

Yet thefe fubjeft not } I to thee difclofe

What inward thence I feel, not therefore foild,

Who. meet with various objecls, from the fenfe

Varioufly rcprefenting^, yet dill free

Approve the beft, and follow what I approve.
To love thou blam'fr me not, for love thou faift

125: Leads upto Heav'n, is both the way and guide
$

Bear with me then, iflawful wbat'l jft.
Love not the heav nly Spirits, and how thir Love
Exprefs they, by looks onely, or do

1

they mix
Irradiance, virtual or immediate touch ?

j Towtom.tlie-.Ai d with a fmile that glow'd
Celeftial ro (ie red, Loves proper hue,
Anfwer'd. Let itfurlicethee that thou knowtf
Us nappic, and without Love no happineft.
Whatever pure thou in the body enjoy 'ft

2*0 (And pure thou were created) Vve enjoy
^eminence, and obftaclc firfd none
( ^ membrane, joy,n, or lin-b, cxcluflve barrs :

Eafier

™^M t ^

Paradife loft

•'.•--"-
I

Sflfell;
Eafier then Air with Air, if Spirits embrace,
Total they mix, Union of Pure with Pure
Deiiring} norreftrain'd conveyance need

As Fleihto mix with Fletti, or Soul with Soul.

But I can now no more 5 the parting Sun

r

'ft

ant Ides

part
I L I

'**•

Bertrong,live happie,and love, tut Srft of all

Him whom to love is to pbey, and keep

His great command 5 take heed leaft Paffionfway

Thy Judgement to do aught, which clfe free Will
Would not admits thine and of all thy Sons

The weal or woe in thee is plac't 5 beware.

I in thy perfevering (hall rejoyce.

And all the Bleft : ftand faft 3 to ftand or fall

Free in thine own Arbitrement it lies,

Perfet within, no outward aid require

}

And all temptation to tranfgrefs repel.

So faying, he arofe 5 whom Adam thus

Follow'd with benediftion. Since to part.

Go heavenly Gueft, Ethereal MelTenger,

Sent from whofe fovran goodnefs I adore.

Gentle to me and affable hath been

Thy condefcenfion, and (hall be honour 'd ever

With grateful Memorie : thou to mankind

Be good and friendly ftill, and oft return.

So parted they, the Angel up to Heav'n

From the thick (hade, and Adam to his Bowre.

1270
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j

o

Omore of talk where God or Angel

With Man, as with his Friend, fami-

liar us'd

To ft indulgent, and with him

partake
Rural repaft, permitting him the while
Venial difcourfe unblam'd : I now muft change
Thofe Notes to Tragic 5 fouldiftrnft, and breach
Uiiloyal on the part of Man, revolt,
And difobedience : On the part of Heav'nWow alienated, difbnee and difhfre,
Anger andji rebuke, and judgementsVn, .

I hat brought into this World a world of woe,
binneand herlhadow Death, and Mifcrie
Deatl,^Harb,nger

: Sad task, yet argumentNot left bur more Heroic then the wrauth
Of I

Of fern Achilles on his Foe purfu'd
Thrice Fugitive about Troy Wail \ orrage
OfTurmv tor Lavinhi difefpous'd,

Or Ntptunsirc or Juno's, that fo long
Pcrpltx'd the Greek, and Cj t her e. i' i Son^.

If .anfwerable flyle I can obtaine

Of ni}' Cejefttal Patronefs^ who deignes
Her nightly vilitation unimplor'd, -

And dictates to me flumbring, or infpires

Eafic my unpremeditated Verfe.-

Since fir ft this Subjefl: for Heroic Song
plea*'d me long choofing, and beginning late

>

Not fedulous by Nature -to indite

Wafrs, hitherto the onely Argument
Heroic dcem'd, chief maiftrje to diffedi:

With long and tedious havoc fabl'd Knights

In Battels feign'd 5 the better fortitude

OfPatience and Heroic Martyrdom
Unfung^ or to delCribe Races and Games,
Or tilting Furniture, emblazon'd Shields,

Imprefes quaint, Caparifons and Steeds^

Bafesand tinfel Trappings, gorgious Knights

At Jouft and Torneament 5 then marfhal'd Fe<

Serv'd up in Hall with Sewers, and Senefhals 5

The skill of Artifice or Office mean,

[Not that \vhich juftly gives Heroic name
To Perfonor to Poem. Mee of thefc

Norskillduur (Tudious, higher Argument

Remaines, l Relent o£ itfelf toraife

That name; uulc an age too late, or cold

[Cli t, or Sfears damp my iatended :ng
'

Depreft, and much they may, if all be mine,-
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70

Not Hers who brings it nightly to my Ear.

The Sun was funk, and after him the Starr

Of Hefwus, whofe Office is to bring

Twilight upon the Earth, fbort Arbiter

Twixt Day and Night, and now from end to end

N ; s Hemifphere had veild the Horizon round
;

W';.en^/jf*who late fled before the threats

Of Gabriel out of Eden , now improv'd

In meditated fraud and malice, bent

On mans deftruftion, maugre what might hap

Of heavier on himfelf, fearlefs return'd.

By Night he fled, and at Midnight return'd

From compaffing the Earth, cautious of day,

Since Vriel Regent of the Sun defcri'd

His entrance, and forewarnd the Cherubim
That kept thir watch^thence full of anguifh driv'n,

The fpace offeven continu'd Nights he rode
With darknefs, thrice the Equinottia! Line
He circl'd, four times crofs'd the Carr of Night
From Pole to Pole, traverfing each Colure $
On the eighth return'd, and on theCoaft averfe
From entrance or Cherubic Watch, by ftealth
Found unfufpefted way. There was a place.
Now not, though Sin, not Time, firft wraug'ht the
Where Tigris at the foot of Paradife (change,
n a GnH (hot under ground, till part

I?
a Fountain by the Tree of Life 5"with the River funk, and with it rofe

S£ ^oIvdinrifingMift, then fought
Wix rr to lie hid

b Sea he had fearcht !nd Land
jrom Edck OyerW^ and the Poole
'*"», up beyond the River Ob 5

Down-

-
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.

Downward as farr Antartic-, and in length

Weft from Orotrtcs to the Ocean barr'd

At Darhn^ thence to the Land where flowes

Ganges and Indus : thus the Orb he roam'd

With narrow fearchi, and with infpeftion deep

Confider'd every Creature, which of all

Mbft opportune might ferve his Wiles, and found

The Serpent futtleft Beaft of all the Field.

Him after long debate, irrefolute

Of thoughts revolv'd, his final fentence chofe

Fit Veflel, fitteft Imp of fraud, in whom

To enter, and his dark fuggeftions hide

From fharpeft fight : for in the wilie Snake,

Whatever fleights none would fufpicious mark,

As from his wit and native futtletie

Proceeding, which in other Beafts obferv d

Doubt might beget of Diabolic pow'r

Aftive within beyond the fenfe of brute.

Thus he refolv'd, but firft from inward gnefe

Hisburfting paffion into plaints thus pourd:

O Earthf hovrliketo Heav n, if not preferr d

More juftly.Seat worthier of Gods, as built

With fecond thoughts, reforming what waso d!

For what God after better worie wou d build

Tcrreftrial Heav'n, danc't round by othe Hea^ n

T&t ftiine, yet bear thir bright officio*1 Lpo^

Light above Light, for thee alone, as fe ms,

In thee concentring all^thrr preciou^*gm
Of Cicred influence : As God in Heav n

Is Center vet extends to all, lo thou

|S^a fc--j**E«*S*^
Not in themfelvcs, all t.ur Known ^ rr

pfQ _

80

"

r I

1

9°

m

^M

mm
*

r «

100

no



p—

r
L

'

I

n i i gw

*T^_ /a - Ear***.-' rv -i ... i VIAC '/ .*r ./- «V »»-- k |
I

t *
*

Taradife loft.

120

uo

BookS.

; Productive In Herb, Plant, and nobler birth

Of Creatures animate with gradual hfe

OfGrowth, Senfe, Reafon,ali fumm'd up in Man.

With what< light could I have walkt thee round

If I could joy in aught, fweet interchange

Of Hill and Vrtltie, Rivers, Woods andPlaincs,

NowLnnd,now Sea,& Shores with For reft crownd,

Rocks, Dens, and Caves* but I in none of thefe

Find place or refuge * and the more I fee

Pleafures about me, fo much more I feel

Torment within me,as from the hateful (lege

Ofcontraries 5 all good to me be ics

Bane,anc) inHcav'n much worfe would be my ftate.

But neither here feck I, no nor in Heav'n
To dwell, unlefs by maiflring Heav'ns Supreame*
Nor hope to be my felf left miferable
By what I feek, but others to make fuch
As I, though thereby worfe to me redound:
Fcr onely in defrroying I finde cafe
To my re/cntJcfs thoughts* and him deftroyd,
Or won to what may work his utter iofs,

'

For whom all this was made, all this will foon
Follow, as to him linkt in weal or woe
Jn wo then* that deduction wide may' range :

To meefhall be the gloriefule >nW
Wut?L™!

P
°f

erS
n
in0ne d« r° h^e marr'd

fi h"/^hueM* fix Nights and Days '

Contmud making, 2nd who kno\vs how *^
_efore hadfcin contriving, though perhaps

?2iA&r th
f*

fince l * ™*A£ freed

ll
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Angelic Nan and thinner'left the throng •
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Of his adorers : hee to be aveng'd,

And to repairehis numbers thus impair'd.

Whether fuch vertue fpent of old now faild

More Angels to Create, if they atleaft

Are his Created or to fpite us more,

Determin'd to advance into our room

A Creature formed of Earth, and him endow,

Exalted from fo bafe original,

With Heav'nly fpoils, our fpoils : What he decreed

He effefted* Man he made, and for him built

Magnificent this World, and Earth his feat,

Him Lord pronoune'd, and, Oindignitie!

Subje&ed to his fervice Angel wings,

And flaming Minifters to watch and tend

fhir earthie Charge : Of thefe the vigilance

I dread, and to elude, thus wrapt in mift

Of midnight vapor glide obfeure, and prie

In every Bulh andBrake 3
where hap may finde

The Serpent deeping , in whofe mazie foulds.

To hide me , and the dark intent I bring.

O fouldefeent ! that I vvhoerft contended

With Gods to fit the higheO, am now conftra'uid-

Into-a Beaft, and mixt with beftial flime,

This tflence to incarnate and imbrute,.

That tothehight of Deiti^afpir'd*

But what will not Ambition and Revenge

'Defcendto? who afpiresmuft down as low-

As ihigh hefoard, obnoxious firft. or lafr

To bafefl things. Revenge, at firft though fweU,

Bitter ere lone back on it felf recoiles *

,

150

»6o

1

1

I/O

Let it 5 I reck not, fo it light well aim'd,

Since higher I fall (hart, on him who next
& Provokes
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p k̂cs roy en^ th» pear Rnrorw
I Of Heav'n, this Man of Clay, Sou ot de fpite,

Whom us the more to fpite his Maker rais d

180

19c

|j ftor'd with futtle wiles ;

2CO

Whom us the more to fpite his

From duft: fpitethen withfpitc is beftrepaid.

1 So fay in^through each Thicket Danck or Drie
5

'Like a blacknriftlow crccpiajj, tclicW on

His midnight fearch, uhev foonelt heimght finde

The Serpent: him t tflee foon he found

In Labyrinth of n ound fclf-rowld,

His head the midft3
vt

Not yet in rrid Shade or difmal Den,

Notnocerr yet, but onthegraffie Herbe

Fe lefs'unfcard hi flept : in at his Mouth
Tne Dc iJ enteid, and his brutal fenfe,

In he 1 head, poffefling foon infpir'd

With aft''inccUigeotial 5 but his flcrep
j

Dilfurbd nor3
waiting clofe th

5

approach of Morn,

Now whenas facred Light began to dawne
In Eclen on the humid Flours, that breathd
Thir morning Incenfe^when all things that breath.

From th' Earths greit Altar fend up filent praife
To the Creator, and his Noftrils fill

With gratefull Smell, forth came the human pair

And joynd thir vocal Worlhip to the Qcdre
Of Creatures wanting^oice, that done, partake
The feafon

3 prime forfweeteft Sents and Aires:
Then commune how that day they beft may ply
Thir growing work : for much thir work outgrew
The hands difpatch oftwo Gardning fo wide.
And EveM to her Husband thus began.
Adam

, well
I

may we labour ftill to drefs
I his Garden, ftill to tend Plant, Herb and Flour.

Our

faradife loft. Book 8.

Our plcafant task enjoynd, but till more hands

Aid us, the work under our labour grows.

Luxurious by rcftraint ^ what we by day

Lop overgrown, or prune, or prop, or bind,

One night or two with wanton growth derides

Tending to wilde. Thou therefore now advife

Or hear what to my mindfirft thoughts prefent,

Let us divide our labours, thou where choice

Leadi* thee, or where moft needs, whether to wind

The Woodbine round this Arbour, or direct

The clafping Ivie where to climb, while I

In yonder Spring of Rofes intermixt

With Myrtle, find what to redrefs till Noon :

For while fo near each other thus all day

Our task wechoofe, what wonder iffo near

Looks intervene and fmiles, orobjeftnew

Cafual difcourfe draw on, which intermits

Ourdayes work brought to little, though begun

Early, and th'hour ofSupper comes unearned.

To whom mild anfwer /tek/»thus return'd.

Sole Eve, Affociate fole, to me beyond

Compare above all living Creatures dearc,

Wcllhaft thou motiond,wel thy thoughts imployd

How we might beft fulfill the work which here

God hathafligndus, norof mefnalt pafs

Unpraib'd : for nothing lovelier can be found

In woman, thentoftudie houfhuJd good,

And good workes in her Husband to promote

Yet not fo tki&iy hath our Lord impos d

Labour, as to debarr us when winced

-% 9*
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f ove not the loweft end of human life.

Fcr not to irkfom toilc, but to delight

Tl C p

He . de us, and delight to ftealon joyn d . (hands

ths and Bovvers doubt not but our
j ynt

keep from Wildernefs with eafq, as wide

is we need walk, till younger hands ere long

.flirt us ; But if much converfe perhaps

Thee fatiate, to (hor-t abfence I could yeild.

.

I
For folitude fomtimes is beftfocietie,

250 Andfliort retirement urges fweet returne.

But other dou bt podeiles me, lead: harm
efallthee fever'd from ire, for thou knowft
What hath bin warn'd us, what malicious Foe
Envying our happinefs, and of his own
Dcfpairing,feekstoworkus woe and fhame
By fly aflault ; and fomwherc nigh at hand
Watches, no doubt, witbgreedy hope to find

His with and beft advantage, usafunder,
Hopelcfs to circumvent us joynd, where each
To other fpeedie aide might lend at need.
Whether his firft defigrjbeto withdraw
Our fealtie from God,,or to difturb
Conjugal Love, then which perhaps no blifs
Enjoy 'd by us excites his envic more 5Or this, or worfe, leave not the faithful fide
That gave thee being,ftil (hades thee and protefo.
II heWe, where danger or dilhonour lurks,
-Safeft and Iceinlicft by her Husband ftaies,Who guards her, or with her the worft endures.

260

2 7 To whom the Virgin*.
jeftje ofEve,

A*

Paradife loft. Book 8.

As one who loves and fome unkindnefs meets,

With fweet auftecr cotnpofure thus reply'd.

Ofspring ofHeav'n and Earth,and all EarthsLord,

That fuch an Enemie we have, who feeks

Our ruin, both by thee informd I learne,

And from the parting Angel over-heard

As in a fhadie nook I Hood behind,

Jufl: then returnd at (hut ofEvening Flours.

But that thou fhouldft my (irmnefs therfore doubt
ToGodorthee,bccaufe we have a foe-

May tempt it, I expe&ed not to hear.

His violence thou fearft not, being fuch.

As wee, not capable of death or paine.

Can either not receave, or can repell.

His fraud is then thy fear, which plain inferrs

[Thy equal fear that my firm Faith and Love
Can by his fraud be fhak'n orfeduc't '5 (breft,

Thoughts, which how found they harbour in thy

Atlanta mifsthoughtof her to thee fodear?
! To whom with healing words Adamxe$]y

y

d.

Daughter of God and Man, immortal Eve
y

:
For fuch thou art, from fin and blame entire :

1
Not diffident ofthee do I diffuade

Thy abfencefrom my fight, but to avoid
Th' attempt it felf, intended by our Foe.
For heewhotemptSjthoughinvai^atleartafperfti
The tempted with dishonour foul, fuppos'd
Not incorruptible of Faith, not prooff
Againft temptation : thou thy felf with fcorne
And anger wduldft refent the offered wrong,
Though ineffectual found .• mifdeem not then,
If fuch affront I labour to avert

280

290
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From thee alone, which on us both at once

TheEnemic, though bold, will hardly dsre,.

Or daring, firft on ireeth'aflault fliall light.

Nor thou his malice and falfe gu ile contemn
>

Suttle he needs muft be, whoeould feduce

Angels, nor think fupcrfluous others aid

.

[from the influence of thy looks receavc

Accefs in every Vertue, in thy fight

More wife, more watchful, ftronger, if need were
Of outward ftrengthswhilc fhame,thou looking on
Shame to be overcome or ovcr-reacht :

320

33

Would utmoft vigor raife, and rais'd unite.

Why fhouldft not thou like fenfe within thee fee]
Whenlam prefent, and thy trial choofe
With me, beft witnefsof thy Vertue tri'd.

SofpakcdomefHck /fc/./w in his care
And Matrimonial Love, but Eve, who thought
Lefs attributed to her Faith fincere,

Thus her reply with accent fwect rcnewd.
If this be our condition, thus to dwell

rn narrow circuit frraitnd by a Foe,
Suttle or violent, we not endu'd

'

Single w^h like defence, wherever met,
Hov/ are wehappie, f\\}[ j n fear of harm?
But harm precedes not fin : ontly our Foe
IcmpimgniTrontsus with his foul efteem

Foul cThi rT*T our Front
> **»™
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th? Wherfore *«"d «r feard
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ilnac peace within,

'
tr°m Htav n

^ ™* witnefs from th' event.
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And what is Faith, Love, Vertue unafraid

Alone, without exterior helpfufhind ?

Let us not then fufpeft our happie State

Left foimperfet by the Maker w fe,

As not fecureto fingleor combin'd.

Fraile is our happinels, if this be fo.

And Eden were no Eden thus expos'd.

To whom thus Adam fervently repli'd.

O Woman, beft are all things as the will

Of God ordaindthem, bis creating hand

Nothing imperfet cr deficient left

Of all that he Created, much lefs Man,

Or ought that might his happie State fecure,

Secure from outward force > within himfelf

The danger lies, yet lies within his power

:

Againfl his will he can receavenoharme.

But God left free the Will, for what obeyes

Reafon, is free
;
and Rcafon he made right,

But bid her well beware, and ftillcre&,

Leaft by fomefaire appeerin^ good furprii'd

She diftate falfe, and miflinforme the Will

To do what God exprefly hath forbid.

Not then miflruO, but tender love enjoynes,

That I fhould mind theeoft, and mind thou me.

Firm wefubfifr, yet poffible to fwcrve,

Since Reafon not irupoflibly may meet

Some fpecious objedt by the Foe fubornd,

And fall into deception unaware,

Not keeping fhitlert watch, as (lie was war.ud.

ek not temptation then, which to avohle

M
1
_.

340

n I

350
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Were better, and moft likelie if from iree

Thoufe\rer not; Tih 1 will come , un/bug'*t..

Wouldft

X

41 -V^



I

<>

I 7/-

m
**.>

r v:\ -w<

r*^fl
p 3

/

sD /•*

_/ >

*v Y . I
IH .' ^H
c:r*

\ *+m ^M
^m

If
HSirl

i
•
-' .*

•
»i

i ^m i* ii H *1>tf*A

I-
1
if? BrmOnAf

Book 8. Paradife loft.

Wouldftthou approve thy confrancie, approve

Firft thy obedience, th' other who can know,

Not feeing thee attempted , who atteft >

37.9 ut if thoiuhink, trial unfougltt may finde

f

Us both feciirer then thus warm! thou feemfr.

Go 3 for thy ftay
:
not free, abfents thee more

5

Go in thy native innocence, relie

On \. t thou haft of vertue, furamon all,

. For God towards thee hath done his part,do thine.

So (pake the Patriarch of Mankinde, but Eve
Perfifted, yet fubmifs, though laft, repli'd.

With thy permiflion then, and thus forewarnd
Chiefly by what thy own laft reafoning words

380 Touchdonely, that our trial, whenleaft fought,
May finde us both perhaps fa rr left prepar'd;
The willinger I goe , nor much expect

.

A Foe fo proud will firft the weaker feek
5

So bent, the more (hall (hame him his repulfe.
Thus faying, from her Husbands hand her hand
Soft flie withdrew, and like a Wood-Nymph light
Oread or Dryad, or o{ Delia's Traine,
Betook her to the Croves, but Delia's felf
to gate furpafrd and Goddefs-Jike deport,

ItZtuT ?
s *eVvitb Bow and Quiver arm

J

r n I r fa' ?
ardnin

8 TooJs as Art yet rude,
Guiltlefs of fire had formd, or Angels brought.

l Jr/iL^r
CCfnda ^^^ When ft« fl^

v!7xr*"*
orto^w in her Prime

o"fiST u

a

,ti
,ook ,A&w.-d

6
'
but defiriDgmore her ftay.

Paradife loft.

Oft he to her his charge of quick returne

Repeated, (hee to him as oft engag'd

To be rcturnd by Noon amid the Bovvre,

And all tilings in beft order to invite

Noontide rcpaft, or Afternoons repofe.

O much deceav'd, much failing, haplefs Eves

Ofthy prefum'd return! event perverfe !

Thou never from that houre in Paradife

Foundft either fweet 1 epaft, or found repofe ^

Such ambufh hid among fweet Flours and Shades

Waited with hellifh rancor imminent

To intercept thy way, or fend thee back

Defpoild of Innocence, of Faith, of Blifs.

For now, and fince firft break of dawne the Fiend,

Meer Serpent in appearance, forth was come,

And on his Quell, where likelicft he might finde

The onely two of Mankinde, but in them

The Whole included Race, his purposd prey.

In Bowre and Field he fought, where any tuft

Of Grove or Garden-Plot more pleafant lay,

Thir tendance or Plantation for delight,
j

By Fountain or by fhadie Rivulet

He fought them both,but wifti'd his hap might find

Eve feparate, he wifli'd, but not with hope

Of what fo feldom chane'd, when to his wifh,

Beyond his hope, Eve feparate he fpies,

Veild in a Cloud of Fragrance, where (he ftood,

Half fpi'd, fo thick the Rofes bufhing round

About her glowd, oft (looping to fupport

Each Flour of (lender (talk, whofe head though;

Carnation, Purple, Azure,or fpecl with Gold, (gay

Hung drooping unfuftaind, them (he upftaies 43°
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Her felt though foircft unfupported Flour

From her bcfc prop fofarr, and formfonigh.

Neerer he drew, and many a walk trayers d

Of ftatelicft Covert, Cedar, Pine or Palme,

Then voluble and bold, now hid, now fcen

Among thick-wov n Arboretsand Flours

Imbordcrd on each Bank, the hand of Eve ;

Spot more delicious then thole Gardens feign'd

Or of revived Adonk, or renownd

Alcinout, hoft of old Laerter Son,

Or that, not My (tic, where the Sapient King

Held dalliance with hisfaire Egyptian Spoufe.

Much hee thePhce admir'd, the Perfon more.

As one who long in populous City pent,

Where Houfes thick and Sewers annoy the Aire,

Forth iffuing on a Summers -Morn to breathe

Among the pleafant Villages and Farmes
Adjoynd, from each thing met conceaves delight,

The fmell of Grain, or tedded-Grafs, or Kine,

OrDairie, each rural fight, each rural found.
If chance with Nymphlike ftep fair Virgin pafs,

What pleallng feemd, for her now pleafes more,
Shemoft',and in her look fumms all Delight.
Such Pleafure took the Serpent to behold
Tl.isFlourie Plat, the fweet recefs of Eve
Thus carlte, thus alone $ her Heav'nly forme
Angelic, but more foft,and Feminine,
Her graceful Innocence, her every Air
OfgeQure or leftaftiunoverawd
His Malice, and with rapine fweet bereav'd
His hercenefs ofthe fierce intent it brought

:
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That fpace the Evil one abftracted fto.od

From his own evil, and for thetime remaind
Stupidly good, of enmitie difarm'd.

Of guile, of bate, of enyie, of revenge }

But the hot Hell that alwayes in him burnes,

Though in mid Heavn, loon ended his-delight,

And tortures him now more, the more he lees

Ofpleafure not for him ordain d : thenfoon
Fierce hate he recollefts, and all his thoughts

Of mifchief, gratulating, thus excites.

Thoughts,whither haveyeledme, withwhat
Compulfion thus tranfported to forget (fweet

What hither brought us, hate, not love, nor hope

Of Paradife for Hell, hope heretotafte

Ofpleafure, but all pleafure todeftroy.

Save what is in deftroying, other joy
To me is loft. Then let me not let pafs

Occafion which now (miles, behold alone

The Woman, opportune to all attempts,

Her Husband, for I view far round, not nigh,

Whofe higher intellectual more Khun,
And ftrength, of courage hautie, and of limb

Heroic built, though of terrcftrial mould

,

Foe not informidable, exempt from wound,
I not} fo much hath Hell debas'd, and paine

Infeebrd me, to what I was in Heavn.
Shee fair, divinely fair, fit Love for Gods,

Not terrible, though terrour be in Love
Andbeautie, notapproacht byftronger hate,

Hateftronger, under (hew of Love well feign'd.

The way which to her ruin now I tend

.

So fpake the Enemic ofMankind, enclos'J

Gg
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In Serpent, Inmate bad, and toward fit/e.

Addrefs'd his way, not with indented wave,

Prone on the ground, as Gnce, but on his reare,

Circular bafc of rifing foulds,that tour'd

Fould above foitlda (urging Maze, his Head

Crefted aloft, and Carbuncle his Eyes 5

With bumiflu Neck of verdant Gold, erecT:

Amidfl his circling Spires, that on the grafs

Floted redundant: pleafing was his fliape,

And lovely, never fince ofSerpent kind

Lovelier, not thofe that in /Z^r/* chang'd

Hermione and Cadmus > or the God
In Epidanrw \ nor to which transformd

Ammonian Jove, or Capitoline^ was feen,

Hee with oljwpiM, this with her who bore

Scipio the highth of Rome. With trad oblique.

Atfirft, as one who fought accefs, butfeard
To interrupt, fide-long he works his way.
As when a Ship by skilful Stearfman wrought
Mgh Rivers mouth or Foreland, where the Wind
Veres oft, as oft fo fleers, and fliifts her Saile 5

So varied hee, and of his tortuous Traine
Curld many a wanton wreath.in fight of Eve,

Jo lure her Eye; (hee bufied heard the found
Of rufling Leave?, but minded not, as us'd
To fuch difport before her through the Field, .

From every Beafl, more duteous at her call,
I hen MCirccan call the Herd difgim d.
Hee boulder now, uncalled before her flood 3But as in gaze admiring : Oft he bowd
His turret Crefl, and (leek enamel'd Neck,
Fawning, andiick'd.the ground whereon ftetfod.

His

-* 1 -J- ^H
'Ji't B
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fljs
gentle dumb expreffiontumd at length

The Eyeof Eaeto mark his play •-, he glad

Of her attention gaind, with Serpent Tongue

Organic, or impulfe of vocal Air,

His fraudulent temptation thus began.

Wonder not, fovranMiftrefs, if perhaps

Thoucanft, who art fole Wonder, much left arm

Thy looks, the Heav"nofmildnefs,with dildain,

Difpleas'd that I approach thee thus, and gaze

Infatiate, I thusfingle, nor havefeard

Thy awful brow, more awful thus retird.

Faireft refemblance ofthy Maker faire,

Thee all things living gaze on, all things thine

By gift, and thy CeJeftialBeautie adore

With raviftment beheld, there beft beheld

Where univerfally admir'd s but here

In this enclofure wild, thefe Beafts among,

Beholders rude, and (hallow to difcerne

Half what in thee is fair, one man except,

Who fees thee ? (and what is one?) who ffaouldft be

A Goddefs among Gods, ador'd and ferv'd (fecn

By Angels numberlefs,thy daily Tram.

So gloz'd the Tempter, and his Proem tun'd $

Into the Heart of Eve his words made way.

Though at the voice much marveling 5 at length

Notunamaz'd (he thus in anfwerfbake.

What may this mean?Language of Man prononnc t

By Tongue of Brute, and human fenfe expreft ?

The firft at left of thefe T thought deni d

To Beafts, whom God on thir Creanon-JJay

Created mute to all articulat found ;

The latter Idemuire, forinthir looks
^ 2
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I Much reafon, and in thir aft ions oft appeers.

560 i Thee, Serpent, futtleft beaft of all the field

I knew, but not with human voice endu'd,
! Redouble then this miracle, and fay.

How cam'ft thou fpeakable ofmute, and how
To me fo friendly grown above the reft

Of brutal kind, that daily are in fight >

Say, for fuch wonder claims attention due.

To whom the guileful Tempter thus reply'd.

Emprefsof this fair World, refplendent Eve,

Eafie to mee it is to tell thee all

570 What thou commandft, and right thou fhouldft be
I was at firft as other Beafts that graze (obeyd:
The trodden Herb, of abjeft thoughts and low,
As was my food, nor aught but food difcern'd
Or Sex, and apprehended nothing high .•

Till on a day roaving the field, I chane'd
A goodly Tree farr. diftant to behold
Loaden with fruit offaireft colours mixt,
Ruddieand Gold : Inearer drew to gaze 5When from the bonghes a favone odour blown,
Grateful to appetite, more pleased my fenfe
Then fmelloffweeteft Fenel, or the Teats

To fMrf

?

f^orKid, that tend thir playTo fatisfie the (liarp defire I had
F '

Not^^^^^^"^thir^t once;
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at the fcent

fo keene.About the Moilie Trunk I wound me Coon,
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Thy utmoft reach or Adams : Round the Tree

All other Beafts that favv, with like defire

Longing and envying ftood, but could not reach.

Amid the Tree now got, where plentie hung
Tempting fo nigh, to pluck and eat my fill

1 fpar'd not, for fuch pleafurc till that hour

At Feed or Fountain never had I found. »

I

Sated at length, ere long I might perceave

Strange alteration in me, to degree

Of Reafon in my inward Powers, and Speech

Wanted not long, though to thisfhaperetaind.

Thenceforth to Speculations high or deep

Iturnd my thoughts, and with capacious mind

Confiderd all things vifible in Heav'n,

Or Earth, or Middle, all things fair and good 3

But all that fair and good in thy Divine

Semblance, and in thy Beauties heavnly Ray

United I beheld 5 no Fairto thine

Equivalent or fecond, which compel'd

Mee thus, though importune perhaps, to come

And gaze, and worlhip thee of right declar'd

Sovran ofCreatures, univerfal Dame.

So talk'd the fpirited fly Snake 5 and Eve

Yet more amaz'd unwarie thus reply'd.

Serpent, thy overpraifing leaves in doubt

The vertue ofthat Fruit, in thee firft prov*d :

But fay, w'here grows the Tree, from hence how

For many are the Trees of God that grow (far ?

In Paradife, and various, yet unknown
To us, in fuch abundance lies our choice,

As leaves a greater ftore of Fruit untouchr,

Still hanging incorruptible, till men

600
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6*0

6l0

Growuptothir provision, and more hands

Help to disburden Nature of herBearth.

To whom the wilie Adder, Withe and glad.

Emprefs, the way isreadie, and not Iong
D

-

Beyond a row of Myrtles, on a Flat,

Fait by a Fountain/ one fmall Thicket paft

Of blowii g Myrrh and Baline 5 if thou accept

My conduct, lean bring thee thither foon.

Lead then, laid Eve. Hee leading fwiftly rowld
In tangles, and make intricate feem ftrait,

Tomifchief/wift. Hope elevates, and joy
Brightns his Creft", as when a wand ring Fire
Compaftofunduous vapor, which the Night
Condenfes, and the cold invirons round
Kindl'd through agitation to a Flame,
Which oft, they fay, fome evil Spirit attends
Hovering and blazing with delufive Light '

Mifleadsrh' amaz'd Night-wanderer from his way
To Boggs and Mires,& oft through Pond or Poole,
There hvallow d.up and loft, from fuccour farr.
So ghfter d the dire Snake, and into fraud

to the Tree
woe;

650

I

Led Eveom credulous Mother
Of prohibition, root of a]JoiM-

5

v^c ,Which when (he ft- thus to her guide (lie fpake.
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.

To whom the Tempter guilefully repli'd.

Indeed ? hath God then faid that of the Fruit

Of all thefe Garden Trees ye (hall not eate,

Yet Lords'declar'dof all in Earth or Aire?

To whom thus Eve yet finlefs. 01 the Fruit

Of each Tree in the Garden we may eate,

But of the Fruit of this fair Tree amidft

The Garden, God hath faid, Ye (hall not eate

Thereof, nor mall ye touch it, leaft ye die. (bold

She fcarfe had faid,thoughbrief,whennow more

The Tempter, but with (hew of Zeale and Love

To Man, and indignation at his wrong,

New part puts on, and as to paffion moyd,

Fludhiats difturbd,)'et comely, and in act

flais'd, as offom great matter to begin.

As when of old fom Orator renound

In Athens or free Rome, where Eloquence

Flourifhd, finc.emute, to fom great caufe addrelt;

Stood in hi mfelf collected, while each parr,

Motion, each aft won audience ere the tongue,

So Mimes in highth began, as no delay

Of Preface brooking through hi. I I ofRight.

So ftandiug,. moving, or to highthupgeown

TheTempter all impauiond thus btg.,n.

O Sacred, Wife, and Wifdom-gtv.ng Plant,

Mother of Science, Now I feel thy. 1 er

Within me cleere, notorely ^d. cernc

Things in thir Caufes, but to trace the wa} es.

Of higheft Agents, dcemd however wile

Queen of this Univerfe, doe not Where

Thofe rigid threats of Death j
ye (hall not U e

.

Ihovv tald ye > by the Fruit > it gives you Life^
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To Knowledge? By the Threatner, Jook on mee,

1\ e who "have touched and tafted, yet both live,

And life more perfet have attaind then Fate

90; Meant mee, by ventriag higher then my Lot.

Shall that be (hut to Man, which to the Beaft

Is open? or will God incenfe his ire

Forfuch a petty Trefpafs, and not praife

Rather your dauntlefs vertue, whom the pain

OfDeathdenounc't, whatever thing Death be,

Deterrd not from atchieving what might Jeade

To happier life, knowledge ofGood and Evil ,

Of good, how juft ? of evil, if what is evil

Be real, why not known, finceeafier fhunnd ?

700 God therefore cannct hurt ye, and be juft 5

Not juft, not God 5 not feard then, nor obeid :

Y-ourfeareitfelfof Death removes the feare.

Why then was this forbid ? Why but to awe,
Why but to keep ye low and ignorant,
His worfhippers $ he knows that in the day
Ye Eate thereof, your Eyes that feem fo cleere,
Yet are but dim, (hall perfetly be then
Opnd and eleerd, and ye (hall be as Gods,
Knowing both Good and Evil as they know

10 That ye ftould be as Gods, fince I as Man,
Internal Man, is but proportion meet,
I of brute human, yee of human Gods.
So ye (hall die perhaps, by putting off
Human to put on Gods, death to be wi(ht, (bring.
Though threats, which noworfe then this can
And what are Gods that Man may not becomeA they

,
participating God-like food ? .

1 he Gods are firft, and that advantage ufe
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On our belief, that all from them proceeds,
Iqueftion it, for this fair Earth I fee,

Warm'd by the Sun, producing every kind,

Them nothing : Ifthey all things, who enclos'd
Knowledge ofGood and Evil in this Tree,
That whofo eats thereof, forthwith attains

Wifdom without their leave ? and wherein lies

Th' offence,that Man fhould thus attain to know ?

Whatcan your knowledge hurt him, or this Tree
Impart againft his will if all be his ?

Or is it envie, and can envie dwell

In heav'nly brefts ? thefe, thefe and many more
Gaufes import your need ofthis fair Fruit.

Goddefs humane , reach then, and freely tafte.

He ended, and his words replete with guile

Into her heart too eafie entrance won :

Fixt on the Fruit (he gaz'd, which to behold

Might tempt alone, and in her ears the found

Yet rung of his perfwafive words, impregn'd

With Reafon, to her feeming, and with Truth 5

Meanwhile the hour ofNoon drew on, and wak'd
An eager appetite, rais'd by thefmell

So favorie of that Fruit, which with defire,

Inclinable now grown to touch or tafte,

Sollicited her longing eye 3 yet firft

Paufing a while, thus to her felfIhe mus'd.

Great are thy Vertues, doubtlefs, beft ofFruits,

Though kept from Man, & worthy to be admir'd,

Whofe tafte, too long forborn, at firft aflay

Gave elocution to the mute, and taught

The Tongue not made for Speech to fpeak thy

Thy praife hee alfo who forbids thy ufe, (praife:

Con-
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Conceaies not from us, naming thee the Tree

Or Know!cdqe,knowIedge both of good and evij

Forb s us then 10 t , but his fqrbiddijig

Comn ids thee moiv, while it inferrs the good

By thee communicated, and our want :

For good unknown, furejs not had, or had

And yet unknown, is as net had at all.

In plain then, what forbids hebut to know,

Forbids usgood, forbids us to be .wife?

Such prohibitions binde not. But if Death
Bind us with after-bands, what profits then

Our inward freedom? fn the day weeate
Ofthis fair Fruit, our doom is, we fhall die.

( dies the Serpent ? hee hatb,eat n and lives

And kflows.and fpeaks, and reafpns, and difcernes
Irrational till then. For us alone
Was death invented? or to us deni ?d
This intellectual food, for beafrs rcferv'd?
For Beafts it fecms J yet that one Beafr which firft

Hath tafted, envies not, but brings with joy
Thegooc fall'n him, Author unfufpeft,
Friendly toman, fair from deceit or guile.
What fear I then, rather what know to feare
Under this ignorance of Good and Evil
OfGod orDeath,ofLaw or Pc-nltie*

'

-Here grows the Cure ofai!, this Fruit Divine,
FairtotheEye,invitm

K totheraae,

l c
1

reuch
;
andfeed at once both Bodie and Mind )

bo (ay;ng 5 her rafh hand in evil hour

fflh^l!^*
Q^fU^ te P^k'd,<he eat:^ithfCi t the wound, and Nature from her feat

«K
'-'*'

^%7M

Sighing throiighail her Works gave hens of wnebat all war loft, Back to theTW^X^
Tne guiltie Serpent, and well might, for Eve
Intent now wholly on hertafre, naught elfe
Regarded, fuch delight till then, as feemd
jn Fruit fhe never tafted, whether true '

Or fanfiedfo, through expedlation high '

Ofknowledg 5nor wasGod-head from her thought
Greedily (he ingorg/d v/ithout reftraint,

And knew not eating Death : Satiate at length, !

And hightnd as with Wine, jocond and boon,
'

Thus to her felf fhe pleafingly began.
O Sovran, vertuous, precious of all Trees

In Paradife 3 of operation blefi:

To Sapience, hitherto obfjur'd , infam'd,
And thy fair Fruit let hang, as to no end

'

Created 5 but henceforth mye.irly care'

Not without Song, each Morning, and due praife

Shall tend thee
5
and the fertil burden eafe

Of thy full branches offer'd free to all;

Till dieted by thee I grow mature
Inknowledge,astheGods who all things know •-,

Though others envie what they cannot give 3

[For had the gift bin theirs, it had not here

[Thus grown. Experience, next to'thee I owe,
Beft guide \ not following thee, I had rcmaind
jln ignorance, thou op'nft Wifdorrs way.
And giv'ft accefs, though fecret fhe retire.

And I perhaps am fecret 5 Heav'nis high,

High and remote to fee from t ce d'iftinft

Each thing on Earth j and other care perhaps

May have diverted from continual watch
!• Hh 2 Our
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Book 8. Paradife loft.

Our great Forbidder, fafe with all his Spies

About him. But to Adam in what fort

ShalJIappeer.^ (hall I to him make known
As yet my change, and give him to partake

Full happinefs with mee, or rather not,

820 Bur. keep the odds ofKnowledge in my power
Without Copartner ? fo to add what wants

In Femal Sex, the more to draw his Love,

And render me more equal, and perhaps,

A thing not undefireable, fomtime
Superior 5 for inferior who is free >

This may be well : but what ifGod have feen
And Death enfue ? then I (hall be no more,
And Adam wedded to another Eve,
Shall Jive with her enjoying, I extind: 5

830 A death to think. Confirm'd then I refolve,
[Adam (hall (hare with me in blifs or woe :

So dear I love him, that with him all deaths
I could endure, without him live no life
So %ing from the Tree her ftep (he turnd,

But firft low Reverence don, as to the power
That dwelt within, whofe prefence had infus'd
Into the plant fciential fap, deriv'd
From Neftar, drink of Gods. Adam the while

\

840 OfT8 ^,roush« return, had wove

Her T°X
F,°U

il
a GaHand to ado™e

8
"
h"n

'
hee th* faulting meafure felt.*

Paradife loft. Book 8.

And torthto meet her went, the way (he took
That Morn when firft they parted 5 by the Tree
Of Knowledge bemud pafs, there he her met,
Scarfe from the Tree returning 5 in her hand
A bough of faireft fruit that downie fmil'd,

New gatherd, and ambrofial fmell difFus'd*

To him (he hafted, in her face excule

Came Prologue, and Apologie to prompt,

Which with bland words at will (he thus addrcft.

Haft thou not wonderd, Adam, at my (lay ?

Thee I have mifst, and thought it long, depriv'd

Thy prefence, agonie of love till now
Not felt, nor (hall be twice, for never more

Mean I to trie, what rafli untri'd I fought,

The painc of abfence from thy fight. But ftrange

Hath bin the caufe, and wonderful to heare :

Tliis Tree is not as we are told , a Tree

Of danger tafted, nor to evil unknown
Op'ning the way, but of Divine effect

To open Eyes, and make them Gods who tafte^

And hath bin tafted fuch : the Serpent wife,

Ornotreftraind as wee, or not obeying,

Hath eat'n of the fruit, and is become,

Not dead, as we are threatn'd, but thenceforth

Endu'd with human voice and human fenfe,

Reafoning to admiration, and with mee

Perfwafi.vely hath fo prevaild, that I

Havealfo tafted, and have alfo found

Th' effefts tocorrefpond, opener mine Eyes,

Dimm erfty dilated Spirits, ampler Heart,

AndgrowinguptoGodhead* which for thefc-

(Chiefly I fought, without thce.candefpife.

8 "jo
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Book 8. Taradife loft.

Forbttfs, as thou h .'part, to me is blifs,

88o! Tedious, unihar'd with thee, and odiousfoon.

Thou therfore alfo tafte ;
that equal Lot

Way jovr.e us, equal Joy, as equal Love;

Leaft thou not Tatting, different degree

Disji.yneus, and f then too late renounce

Deitie for thee, when Fate will not permit.

Thus £z/ewithCountnance blithe her ftorietold-

But in her Cheek dittemper flufhing glovvd.

On th' other fide, Acltm, . foon as he heard
The fatal Trefpafs don by Eve, amazM,

8$o Attonied ttoodand Blank, while horrorchill
Ran through his veins, and all his joynts relax'd •

From his flack hand the Garland wreath'dfor Eve
Down drop'd, and all the faded Rofesfhed ;

Speechlefs he ftood and pale, till thus at length
tirtt to himfelf he inward filence broke.
O faired of Creation, lafl and belt

Of all Gods Work's, Creature in whom exceli'd
Whatever can to light or thought beformd,
Holy, mvine, good, amiable, or fweet

»

How art thou loft, how on a fudden loir,
Defac t, deflourd, and now to Death devote >

Thl r

ft"a .^'^ance, how to violate
1 he facred Fruit forbidd'n

! Com curfed fraud
'

22^tiH??
,

{«^ yet unknown

f

Should

9cc

I Yi

k
rir ^H ,'*

t.

Paradife loft. Book 8.

Should.God create another Ez^, and I

Another Rib afford, yet lufsof thee
Would never from my heart 5 no no, I feel

The Link of Nature draw me : Flefliof Flefh,

Bone of my Bone thou art, and from thy State
Mine never (hall be parted, blifs or woe.

So having faid, a tie from fad difinay

Recomforted, and after thoughts difrurbd
Submitting to what feemd remedilefs

,

Thus in calme mood his Words to /acheturnd.
Bold deed thou haft prefum'd, adveptrousE^

And peril great prcvok't, who thus haftdar'd

Had it bin onely coveting to Eye
That facred Fruit, facred to abftinence.

Much more to tafte it under banne tu touch.
But paft who can recall, or don undoe ?

Not God Omnipotent, nor Fate, yet fo

Perhaps thou ihaJt not Die, perhapthef \

U not fo hainous now, forctafted Fruit,

Profan'd firft by the Serpent, by him firft

Made common andunhallowd ere ourt:afre5

Nor yet on him found deadly, he yet lives,

Lives, as thoufaidft, and games to live Man
Higher degree of Life, inducement (bong
To us, as likely tafting to attaine

Proportional afcent, which cannot be
i But to be Gods, or Angels Demi-gods.
Nor can I think that God* Creator wife.

Though threatning, ivil'J in earned fo ch fir '

Us his prime Creatun dignifi'd fohigh,

Set over all his Works, which in our Fall,

For us created, needs with usmiift faije.

Dependent

4

•J
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I Dependent made 3 fo God (hall uncreate,

Be fruftrate, do, undo, and labour loofe,

Not well conceav'd ofGod,who though his P0Wer
Creation could repeate, yet would be loath

Us to abolifti, leaft the Adverfary

Triumph and fay 3 Fickle their State whom God
Moft Favors, who can pleafe him long? Mee firft

He ruind,now Mankind 5 whom will he next ?

Matter of fcorne, not to be given the Foe.

However I with thee have fixt mv-Lot,

Certain to undergoe like doom, if Death

Confort with thee. Death is to mee as Life 5

So forcible within my heart I feel

The Bond of Nature draw me to my owne,
My own in thee, for what thou art is mine

3

Our State cannot befeverd, we are one.

One Fkfh 5 to loofe thee were to loofe my felf.

So Adam
9
and thus Eve tohimrepli'd.

O glorious trial of exceeding Love,
,

Uluftrious evidence, example high !

Ingaging me to emulate, but fhort
Of thy perfection, how fhall I attaine,
Adam

y from whofe deare fide I boaft me fprung,
And gladly of our Union heare thee fpeak,
One Heart, one Soul in both} whereofgood prooff
This day affords, declaring thee refolvd,

,, MV thenDcath or ™ght thenDeath more dread
*70 Shall ftparate us, linkt in Love fo deare,

lo undergoe with mee one Guilt, one Crime,
f any be, of tailing this fair Fruit,
Whofe vertue, for of good ftillgood proceeds,
Direft, or by occafion hath prelected

q6q

£U.
'•*..

Paradife lofl. Book 8.
G# I *J

This happie trial of thy Love, which elfe

So eminently never had bin known.
Were it I thought Death menact would enfue
This my attempt, I would fuftain alone
The worft, and not perfwade thee, rather die
Deferted, then oblige thee with a fact
Pernicious to thy Peace, chiefly adur'd
Remarkably fo late of thy fo true,

So faithful Love unequald 5 but I feel

Farr otherwife th' event, not Death, but Life
Augmented, op nd Eyes, new Hopes, new joy:
Tafte fo Divine, that what offweet before .

Hath toucht my fenfe, flat fcems to this,and "harflb.

On my experience, Adam, freely tafte,

And fear of Death deliver to the Windes.
So faying, file embrac d him, and for joy

Tenderly wept, touch won that he his Love
Had fo enobl'd, as of choice to incurr

*

Divine difpleafure for her lake, or Death.
In recompence (for fuch compliance bad
Such recompence beft merits) from the bough
She gave him ofthat fair enticing Fruit

With liberal hand ; he fcrupl'd not to cat

Againft his better knowledge, not deceav'd.
But fondly overcome with Femal charm.
Earth trembfd from her entrails, as again
In

] igs, and Nature gave a fecond groan,
Side lowr'd,and muttering Thunder,(om fad drops

Wept atcompleatingof the mortal Sin

Original } while Adam took no thought, !

Eating his fill, nor Eve to iterate

Her former t Cp^fs fear'd, the more to foothe

I '; Him

1 1

1 1
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Him with her Jov'd focictie, that now

As with new Wine intoxicated both

Theyfwimin mirth, and fanlic that they fed

Divinirte within them breeding wings

Wherewith to fcorn the Earth: but that falte Fruit

Farr other operation fir ft difplaid,

Carnal defire enflaming, heeonEae

Began to caft lafcivious Eyes, (he him

As wantonly repaid } in Luft they burne .•

Till Adam thus 'gan Eve to dalliance move.

Evt9
now I fee thou art exaft of tafte.

And elegant, of Sapience no fir.all part.

Since to each meaning favour we apply,

And Palate call judicious $ I the praife

Yeildthee/fo well this day thou haft purveyed.

Muchpleafurewc hive loft, while we abftain'd

From this delightful Fruit, nor known till now
T\uereli(h,taftingp iffuch pleafurebe
Fn things to us forbidden, it might be wiflVd,
For this one Tree had bin forbidden ten.
But come, fo well refrelh't, novy let us play.
As meet is, after fuch delicious Fare 5

For never did thy Beautie fince the day
1 faw theefiift and wedded thee, adorn'd
With all perfections, fo enflame myfenfe
Witii ardor to enjoy thee, fairer now
Then ever, bountie of this vertuous Tree. '

So laid he, and forbore not Glance or toy
Of amorous intent, wellunderftood
OF Eve, vvhofe Eye darted contagious Fire.
Her hand he feis'd, aod to a fradie bank,
Thick overhead with verdant roof imbowr'd

He

Paradife loft.

He led her nothing loath j Flours were the Couch
panfies, and Violets, and Afphodcl,

And Hyacinth, Earths freflicft fofteft lap.

There they thir fill of Love and Loves difport

Took largely, of thir mutual guilt the Seale,

The folace ofthir fin, till dewie fleep

Opprefs'dthem, wearied with thir amorous play.

Soon as the force of 1 hat fallacious Fruit,

That with exhilerating vapour bland

About thir fpirits had plaid, and inmoft powers
Made erre, was now exhal'd, and grofler deep
Bred of unkindly fumes, with confeious dreams
Encurnberd, now had left them, up they rofe

As from unreft, and each the other viewing.

Soon found thir Eyes how op'nd, and thir minds

How darknd 5 innocence, that as a veile

Had fhadow'd them from knowing ill, was gon,

Juft confidence, and native righteoufnefs,

And honour from about them, naked left

Toguiltiefhame hec cover'd, but his Robe
Uncovered more. So rofe the Daniie ftrong

Herculean Samfon from the Harlot-lap

Of rkilijican DaliUh, andwnk'd

Shorn ofc his ftrength, They deftitute and bare

Of afll thir vertue : fllent, and in face

Confounded long they fine, asftnrck'n mute,

Till Adam, though not fefs then Eve abtifht, v

At length gave utterance tot he fe words conftraind.

O Eve, in evil hour thou didft give care

To that faife Worm, of whomfoevertaught
To counterfet Man^ voice, rrnc in our F '.,

Falfe in our promis'd Riling 5 (face our ^J
'

I 1 2 Op-nc
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Book 8. Paradft loft.

Oj/nd din | 3
and find we know

toth Good and Evil, Good loft, and Evil got
9

B :d Fruit of Knowledge, if this be to know,

Which leaves us naked thus, ofHonour void,

Of Innocence, of Faith, ofPuritie,
.

Our wonted Ornaments now foild and ftaind,

And in our Faces evident the fignes
;

Of foulconcupifccnee^ whence evil ftore >

Even (hame, the laftof evils $ of the firft

l08© Be fure then. How ffiall I behold the face

Henceforth of God or Angel, earft with joy

And rapture fo oft beheld ? thofe heav nly fhapes

Will dazle now this earthly, with thir blaze

Infufferably bright. Omightlhere
Infolitude livefavage, in fome glade

Obfcur'd, where higheft Woods impenetrable
To Starr or Sun-light, fpread thir umbrage broad,

I

And brown as Evening ; Cover me ye Pines,

Ye Cedars, with innumerable boughs
Hide me, where I may never fee them more.
Butlet now, as in bad plight, devife
Whatbeftirayfortheprefentferve to hide
The Parts ofeach from other, that feero moft
To fhame obnoxious, andunfeemlieft feen

3
Some Tree whofe broad fmooth Leaves together
And girded on our 16yns,may cover round (fowd.
Thofe middle parts, that this new commer, Shame-
There ht not and reproach us as unclean.

So counfe d hee, and both together wenttoo Into the thickeft Wood, there foon they cbofeTheF^t^
notthatkindfprFruitrenown'd,

But fuch as at this day to Indians known

1090

Paradife loft. Book 8.

In

In Malabar or Decan fpreds her Armes

Braunching fo broad and long, that in the ground

The bended Twigs takeroot,and Daughters grow

About the Mother Tree, a Pillard (hade

High overarch't, and echoing Walks between 5

There oft the Indian Herdfman (hunninghuate

Shelters in coole, and tends his pafturing Herds

At Loopholes cut through thickeft (hade: Thofe

They gatherd, broad as ^tf/rfz>0«/rf#Targe,(Leaves

And with what skill they had > together fowd,

To gird thir wafte, vain Covering if to hide

Thir guilt and dreaded (hame 5 O how unlike

To that firft naked Glorie. Such of late

Columbus found th' American fogirt

With featherd Cin&ure, naked elfe and wilde

Among the Trees on lies and woodie Shores.

Thus fenc't, and as they thought, thir (hame in part

Coverd, but not at reft or eafe of Mind,

They fate them down to weep, noronely Tearcs

Raind at thir Eyes, but high Winds worfe within

Began to rife, high Paffiom, Anger, Hate,

Miftruft,Sufpicion, Difcord, and Ihook fore

Thir inward State of Mind, calme Region dnce

And full of Peace, now toft and turbulent :

For Underftanding rul'd not, and the Will

Heard not her lore, both in fubjeftion now

To fenfual Appetite, who from bencathe

Ufurpine over fovranReafon claimd

Superior fvvay : From thus diftemperd breft,

Adam, eftrang'd in look and alterd ftile,

Speech intermitted thus fo Eve rented.
-

Wouldrhou hadft heark'nd to my words, & irai d

With
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With me, as I befoughtthee, when that ((range

iDefire of wandring this unhappie Morn,

I know not whence poffefsd thee 3 v/e had then

Remaindftill happie, not as now, defp^ild

Of all our good, (ham'd, naked, miferable.

Let none henceforth feekneedlefs caufeto approve

The Faith they owe 5 when earnestly they feek

Such proof, conclude, they then begin to faile.

To whom foon mov'd with touch of blame thus

What words have part thy Lips,/f^/»fevere, {Eve.

Imput'ft thou that to my default, or will

Of wandering, as thou call'ft it, which who knows
But might as ill have happ'nd thou being by,

Or to thy felf perhaps : hadft thou bin there,

Or here th' attempt,thou couldft not have difcernd

Fraud in the Serpent, fpeaking as hefpake 5

No ground of enmitie between us known,
Why hce fhould mean me ill, or feek to harme.
Was I to have never parted from thy fide?

As good have grown there ftill a HvelefsRib.
Being as I am, why didft not thou thetfead
Command ircabfolutely not to go.
Going into fuch danger as thou faidft >

Too facil then thoudidO not much gainfay,
Nay, didft, permit, approve, and fair difmifs.
Hadft thou bin firm and fixt in thy diftent,
Neither had Itranfg.refs'd, nor thou .with nice.
To whom then fuft incenft Adam repli'd.

Is this the Love, is this the recompence
P m,ne

l

t

l

° *»» '"gratefu] Eve, expreft
Ijmutablewhenthouvvcrtloft not I,
^Vho m,ght have iiv'd and joyd immortal blifi,

Yet

Paradifi loft. Book 8.

Yet willingly chofe rather Death with thee :

And am I now upbraided, as the caufe

Ofthy tranfgreffing? not enough fevere,

ft feems, in thy reftraint : what could I more ?

[warn'dthee, Iadmonifh'd thee, foretold

The danger, and the lurking Enemie

That lay in wait 5 beyond this had bin force.

And force upon free Will hath here noplace.

But confidence then bore thee on, fecure

Either to meet no danger, or to finde

Matter ofglorious trial} andperhaps

lalfo err'd in overmuch admiring

What feemd in thee fo perfet, that I thought

No evil durft attempt thee, but I rue

That errour now, which is become my crime,

And thou th' accufer. Thus it (hall befall

Him who to worth in Women overtrufting

Lets her Will rule 5 reftraint (lie will not brook.

And left to her felf, ifevil thence enfue,

Shee firft his weak indulgence will accufe.

Thus they in mutual accufation (pent

The fruitlefs hours, but neither felf-condemning.

And of thirvainconteftappeev'dno end.

170

1180
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BOOK IX.

,

Eanwhile the hainous and defpight-

fuH aft

Of Satan done in Paradife
D

and

how
Hee in the Serpent had perverted

Eve
3

HerHusband fhee, totafte the fatall fruit,

Was known in Heav'n, for what can fcape the Eye
Of God All-feeing^ or deceave his Heart
Omnifcient, who in all things wife and juft,

* to attempt the minde

;

Of Man, with ftrength entire, and free Will arm'd,
Complete to have difcover'd and repulft
Whatever wiles ofFoe or feeming Friend

.

For fall they knew,and ought to have ftiHremem-
The high Injunftion not to tafte that Fruit, (ber'd
Whoever tempted

5 which they not obeying,
Incurr'd

1

lb

Paradife loft. Book 9-

fncurr'd, what could they lefs, the penakie,

And manifold in fin, dele to fall.

Up into Heav'n from Padrone in haft

Ih' Angelic Guards afcended, mute and fad

For Man, for of his ftate by this they knew,

Much wondringhowthe futtle Fiend hadftoln

Entrance unfeen. Soon as th
7 unwelcome news

From Earth arrived at Heaven Gate, difpleas'd

All were who heard, dim fadnefs did not fpare

That time Celeftial vilages, yet mixt

Withpitie, violated notthir blifs.

About the new-arriv'd, in multitudes

Th' ethereal People ran, to bear and know

How all befell : they towards the Throne Supream

Accountable made hafte to make appear

With righteous plea,thir utmoft vigilance.

And eafily approved 5 when the mod High

Eternal Father from hisfecret Cloud,

Amidft in Thunder utter'd thus his voice.

Affembl'd Angels, and ye Powers return d

From unfuccefsful charge, be not difmaid.

Nor troubrd at thefe tidings from the Earth,

Which your fincereftcare could not prevent,

Foretold fo lately what would come to pais,

Whenfirft this Tempter crofs'dtheOulf from Hell.

I told ye then he Ihould prevail and (peed

On his bad Errand, Man (hould be feduc t

And flatter'dout of all, believing lies

Againft his Makers no Decree ot pine

Concurring to neceffitate his Fall,

Or touch with lighted moment of impulle

His free
1

Wili to her own w unnglett

^"
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ifiecviTTcdlc. But fail'n heis
3
and now

50

fo

70

What refts, but end

On histranfgreffioi

Which heprtfumes already vain and void
3

1 Becaufc not yet infli#ed :
as lie fear'J,

,y fome in mediate ftroak s but foon fhall find

Forbt -ance no acquittance ere day end.

Jufncc flu 11 not return as bountie Tcorn'd.

But whom fend I to judge them? whom but thee
Vicegerent Son, to thee I have transferred

All Judgement^ vvhetlur in Hcav'/^ or Earthy or
Eafie it may be feen that f intend r^

e |]

Mcrciecollegue with Jufricc, fending thee
Mans Friend, his Mediator, his defign'd

Both Rnnfom and Redeemer voluntarie
i

And dtftin'd Man himfeJf to judge Man falln.
So (pake the Father, and unfoulding bright

Toward the right hand his Glorie, on theSon
Blaz'd forth unclouded Deitie 5 he full
RefpJendent all his Father manifest

j

Exprefs/d, ?nd thus divinely anfvver'd iJlHde
Father Eternal, thine is to decree,

Mmebotbin HeaVnand Earth todo.thy willStream, that thou inmee thy Son belov'd

SfiSS^ pImVL r 8<>to judge

Before thee ; ^^^^ff1*
repenting, thisobtaine • ,N

^j and not

deriv'd
do

withM/ 3^ l Qld11 tem
Pcr &^^Mercie,as mayi!Ju4temori

Them

Them fully fatisfied , and thee appeafe.
Attendance none fhal] need,nor Train, where none
Are to behold the Judgement, but the judg'd,
Thofetwoj the third beft abfent is condemn/d'
Convift by flight, and Rebel to all Law

'

Conviction to the Serpent none belongs.

Thus faying, from his radiant Seat he rofe

Of high collateral glorie:himThrones and Powers,
Princedoms, and Dominations miniftrant

Accompanied to Heaven Gate,from whence
Eden and all the Coaft in profpedt lay,

Down he defcended Orait 5 the fpeed of Gods
Time counts not

3
though with fwifteft minutes

Now was the Sun in Weftern cadence low(wing'd.

From Noon, and gentle Aires due at thir hour
To fan the Earth now vvak'd, and ufher in

The Eevning coole when he from wrauth more
Came the mild Judge and Interceffor both (coole

To fentence Man : the voice ofGod they heard

Now walking in the Garden, by foft windes

Brought to thirEars,whiJe day declin'd,they heard,

I

And from his prcfence hid themfelves among
The thickeft Trees, both Man and Wife, till Go
Approaching, thus to /tclawcatt'd aloud.

Where art thou Adam, wont with joy to meet

My coming feen far ofi? I mifs thee here, "

Not pleas'd,tlii entcrtaind with folitude,

Where obvious dutic erewhile 3ppear'd uofangfit:

.Or come I lefsconfpkuous, or what change

jAbfents thee, or whatchance detains >Come foith.

|Hecame.and with him Fvcmorc loth, though In ft

To offend, difcountnanc't both,and difcomp 'cH

K k 2 tpv
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thir looks, either to Gud

120

130

.

Mo

! Love was not in rmr iw") »*

Or to each other, but apparent guilt,
_

And lhame, and perturbation, and defpaire,

Anger, and obftinacie, and hate, and guile.

Whence Adam faultring long, thus ftnfwer d brief.

I heard thee in the Garden, and of thy voice

Affraid, being naked, hid my felf. To whom

The gracious Judge without revile rephd.

My voice thou oft haft heard,and haft not fear'd,

But (fill rejoye't, how is it now become

So dreadful to thee? thatthouart naked, who

Hath told thee? haft thou eaten of the Tree

Whereof I gave thee charge thou fhouldft not eat?

To whom thus Adam fore befetrepli'd.

OHeav'n! in evilftrait thisdaylftand

Before my.Judge, either toundergoe

My felf the total Crime, or to accufe

My other felf, the partner of my life

}

Whofe failing, while her Faith to me remaines,

I (hould conceal, and not expofe to blame
By my complaint 5 butftrictneceffitie

Subdues me, and calamitous conftraint,

Leaft on my head both fin and puniftiment,
However infupportable, be all

Devolv'd;, though (hould I hold my peace,yet thou
Wouldft eafily detett what I conceaJe.
This Woman whom thou mad'ft to be my help,
And gay'ft me as thy perfet gift, ft, good,
Soht, Jo acceptable, fo Divine,
That from her hand I could fufpeft no ilJ,
And what (he did, whatever in it felf,
Her doing feem'd to juftifie the deed 5

Shee

'

Paradife loft.

Shee gave me of the Tree, and I did eate.

To whom the fovran Prefence thusrepli'd.

Was (hee'thy God, that her thou didft obey

Before his voice, or was. (bee made thy guide,

Superior, or but equal, that to her

Thou didTt reiignethy Manhood, and the Place

Wherein God fet thee above her made of thee,

And for thee, whofe perfection farr excell'd

Hers in all real dignitie : Adornd

She was indeed, and lovely to attract

Thy Love, not thy Subjection, and her Gifts

Were fuch as under Government well feem'd,

Unfeemly to beare rule, which was thy part

And perfon, had'ft thou known thy felf aright.

So having faid, he thus to Eve in few :

Say Woman, what is this which thou haft done ?

To whom fad fi^withfhame nighoverwhelm'd,

Confeffing foon, yet not before her Judge

Bold or loquacious, thus abafht repji'd.

The Serpent me beguiPd and I did eate.

Which when the Lord God heard,without delay

To Judgement he proceeded on th' accus'd

Serpent though brute, unable to transferre

The Guilt on Kim who made him inftrument

Of mifchicf and polluted from the end

Of his Cte ion ,
juftly thenaccurft,

As vitiated inNature: more to know

Concern d not Man (fince he no further knew;

Nor alter'd his offence 3 -yet God at iaft

ToSatanfirftin fin his doom apply d,

Though in myftcrious terms, judg d as then belt :

And on the Serpent thus hfa curie let fall. ^
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Becaufe thou haft done this, thou art accurft

Above all Cattel, each Bcaft of the Field 5

Upon thy Belly groveling thou Ihiltgoe,

And dtrft fhalt cat all the days of thy Life.

Between Thee and the Wonrih I will put

180 Enmitie, and between thine and her Seed,

Her Seed fhsl] bruifethy head, thou bruife his heel,
j

So fpakethis Oracle, then verifi'd

I When Jefus fon of Mary fecond £ve
9

Saw Satan fall like Lightning down from Heav'n
Prince of the Aire 5 then rifing from his Grave
Spoild Principalities and Powers, triumpht
In open (Lew, and wifh afcention bright
Captivity led captive through the Aire,
The Realme it felf of Satan Jong ufurpt,

f9o|Whom he dial! tread at Jaft under our feet 3
Eevn hee who now foretold his fatal bruife,
And to the Woman thus his Sentence turn'd

I/iy/orrow I will greatly multiplie
By thy Conception

3 Childern thou fhalt brineIn forrow forth and to thy Husbands will
g

OnJ5
a,lu^ hceove^hee (hall rule.

Becaufe Z K^ jU
f

d8eTO^ he pronounced.

.TAl th
°}} >Hheark'nd to the Voice of thy

i

A

cbSX,,

r:S".
c

TT
cer

;
,,r hidi

<
wift>

lliltl^^J^y fake, thou in forrow

te thereof,

Out or the ground waft taken, know thy Birth
.JFcrduftthou art, andlhalt toduftreturne '

I So ludg'd he Man, both judge and Saviour fent,
And th yftant ftrokeof ?Ocath denounce that day
Remove) farr off^ then pittyrng how they (rood

< Before him naked to the aire, that now
Muftfuffer change, difdain'd not to begin
Thenceforth the forme of fervant to a (fume,
As when he wauYd his fervants feet^fo now
As Father of his Fair.ilie he clad

Thir nakednefs with Skins of Beafte, or (lain,

OrastheSnake vvit.h youthful Coate repaid 5

And thought not much tocloath his Enemies :

Nor hee thir outward onely with the Skins
Of Beafts, but inward oakednefe^ much more
Opprobrious, with his tlobeofrighreoufneis,
Araying cover'd from his Fathers fight.

To him with fwift afcent he up rxtumd,
Into his blifsful bofum reailum'd

\\n glory asofo/d, to him ftppeartd

All, though all-knowing, what had pad with Man
?.CCCuntcd, mixing interceiHon fvvect.

Meanwhile ere thus was fir/d and jud^'d on Earth,

Within the Gates of Hell f3teSin and Death,

j Incounterview within the Gates, that now
Stood open wide, belchingoutragt us flame

Farr into Chaos, fince the Fitnd pa(s*d through
Sin opening, who thus now to Death began.

O Sou, why fit we hereeachother viewing

Idlely, while S/.-tanour great Author thrives

In other World?, and happier Seat provides

For us his ofsprirg dc3re ? It cannot be
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But that faccefs attends hifn* £ »*&*?>

Ere this he had return d, with fury driv a

By his Avenger, fince noplace like this

Can fit his punilhment, or theK revenge.

Methinks I feel new ftrength w^hin me rife,

Wines growing, and Dominion giv'nme large

Beyond this Deep 5 whatever drawes me on,

Or fympathie, or Com connatural force

Powerful at created: diftance to unite

With fecreromity things of like kinde

By fecreteft conveyance. Thou my Shade

Infeparable mil ft with inee along ;

For Death from Sin no power can feparate.

But leaft the difficultie of pafling back

(Stay his rcturne perhaps over this Gulfe

ImpaiTable, impervious, let us try

Adventrous work, yet to thy power and mine

Not unagreeable , to found a path

j
Over this Maine from Hell to that new World

260J
Where Satan now prevailes, a Monument
Of merit high to all th' infernal Hoft,
Earing thir paflage hence, for intercourfe.
Or transmigration, as thir lot (hall lead.
NorcanI mils the way, foftrongly drawn
By this new felt attraction and inftinft.

Whom thus the meager Shadow anfwerfl foon.
Goe whither Fate and inclination ftroiu?

.

Leads thee, I (hall not la-, - —— ...w^idgbehindc, norerre
The v thou leading, Inch a fent I draw

70 Ot carnage, prey innumerable aud-tafte
1 he favour ofDcath from ! things.there that livd:

Normallltotheworkthou cnterprii t

Be

ge
wanting, but afford thee equal aid.

So faying, with delight he fnuffd the fmell

Of mortal change on Earth. As when a flock

Of ravenous Fowl, though many a League remote,

Againft the day of Battel, to a Field,

Where Armies lie encampt, come flying, lur'd

With fent of living CarcalTes defign'd

For death, the following day,inbloodie fight.

So fented the grim Feature, and upturn d

His Noftril wide into the murkie Air
3

Sagacious of his Quarrey from fo farr.

Then Both from out Hell Gates into the wafte

Wide Anarchie of Chaos damp and dark

Flew divers,& with Power (thir Power was great

Hovering upon the Waters 3 what they met

Solid or flimie, as in raging Sea

Toft up and down, together crowded drove

From each fide (hoaling towards the mouth of Hell.

As when two Polar Winds blowing adverfe

Upon the Croman Sea, together drive

Mountains of Ice, that ftop th' imagined way •

Beyond Vetfora Eaftward, to the rich

CatbaianCoztt. The aggregated Soyle

Death with his Mace petrific, cold and dry,

As with a Trident fmote, andfix'cas firm

As Delos floating once 3 the reft his look

Bound with Gorgonian rigor not to move.

And with Afpbaltic (lime 5 broad as the Gate,

Deep to the Roots of Hell the gather d beach

They faften'd, apd the Mole immenfc wrought on

Over the foaming deep high Archt, a Bridge

Of length prodigious joyning to the Wall ^
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Immoveable of this now fencelcfs world

Forfeit to Death; from hence a paiiige broad,

Smooth, eafie, inoffenfive down to Hell.

So ifgreat tilings to fmall may be compar'd,

Xetxei, the Libert ie of Greece to yoke,

From $nja his Memnonian Palace high

Came to the Sea, and over Hcllefpont

Bridging his way,E*r«/>e with Afta joyn'd, (waves.

And fcourg'd with many a ftroak th indignant

Now had they brought the work by wondrous Art

Pontifical, a ridge of pendent Hock

Over the vext AbyL-, following the track

Of Satan, to the felrfame place where hee

Firft lighted from hi* Wing, and landed fafe

From out of chaos to the outfide bare

Of this round World : with Pinns of Adamant
\nd Chains they made all faft, too fall: they made
And durable 5 and now in little fpace

The Confines met of Empyrean Heav'n
And of this World, and on the left hand Hell
With long reach interpos'd 5 three fev'ralwayes
In fight, to each of thefe three places led.
And now thir way to Earth they had defcri'd,
To Paradife firfl: tending, when behold
Wan in likenefs of an Angel bright
Betwixt the Cenlanre znd\hc Scorpion (tearing
His.Zenith, while the Sun in Aries rofe :

Oifguis'd became, butthofe his Childern dear
Uur Parent foon difcern'd, though in difguifc.
Hee, after Eve feduc't, unminded flunk
Into the Wood faft by, and changing (hape
To obferve the fequel, faw his guileful aft

By

—^^^a

vn

* -

Paradife loft. Book
9

iftyEve, though all unweeting, feconded

Upon her Husband, faw thir flume that fought

Vain covertures } but when he faw defcend

The Son of God to judge them, terrifi'd

Hee fled, not hoping to efcape, butfhun

Theprefent, fearing guiltie what his wrauth

Might fuddenly inflift j
that part, returned

By Night, and liftning where the haplefs Paire

Sate in thir fad difcourfe, and various plaint,

Thence gatherd his own doom, which underftood

Not inftant, but of future time. With joy

And tidings fraught, to Hell he now rctarn'd,

And at the brink of Chaos, neer the foot

Of this new wondrous Pontifice, unhopt

Met who to meet him came, his Ofspnng dear.

Great joy was at thir meeting, and at fight

Of that flupendious Bridge his joy encreas'd.

Long hee admiring flood, till Sin, his faire

Inchaming Daughter, thus the filence broke.

O Parent, thefe are thy magnihe deeds,

Thy Trophies, which thou view'ft as not thine

Thou art thir Author and prime Architect :
(own,

Fori no fooner in mv Heart divin'd,

Mv Heart, which by a fecret harmonie

Still moves with thine, joyn'd iD«™^^
That thou on Earth hadft profperd, wh.c irfg

Nowalfocvid,nce,butftraiehtIfelt
(look

Though diftant from thee Worlds between e

ThatI mafl after thee with this thySon^ (ic-t

Such fatal confequence unires us three :

Hell could no longer hold us in 4ier b jundv,

Nor this-unvoypgeableCuU
oblcure ^^L 1 2

34°

|

35° I
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Detain from following thy illuftnous track.

Thou haft atchiev'd our hbertie, conhn d

Within Hell Gates till now, thou us impoWrd

370: To fortifie thus farr, and overlay

With this portentous Bridge the dark Abyfs.

Thine now is all this World, thy vertue hath won
What thy hands builded not, thy Wiidom gain'd

With odds what Warr hath loft, and fully aveng'd

Our foilein Heav'n^here thou {halt Monarch reign,

There didft not 5 there let him ftill Vi&or fway,

As Battel hath adjudgd, from this new World
Retiring, by his own doom alienated,

And henceforth Monarchic with thee divide

380 Of all things, parted by th* Empyreal bounds.

His Quadrature, from thy Orbicular World,
Or trie thee now more dang'rous to his Throne,
Whom thus thePrince ofDarknefsanfwerd glad.

Fair Daughter,and thou Son and Grandchild both.

High proof ye now have giv'n to be the Race
Of Satan (for I glorie in the name,
Antagonift ofHeav ns Almightie King^
Amply have merited of me, of all

Th J

Infernal Empire, that fo neer Heav'ns dore
390 Triumphal with triumphal aft have met,

Mine with this glorious Work, & made one Realm
Hell and this World, one Realm, one Continent
Of eafie thorough-fare. Therefore while I

Defcend throughDarknefs,on your Rode with eafe
I omy aflociate Powers, them to acquaint
With thefe fucccffcs, and. with them rejoyce,
You two this way, among thofe numerous Orbs
All yours, right down to Paradife defcend 5

There
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Yi^Tdwell ^ R-eignin blifs, thtnce on the Earth

Dominion cxercife and in the Aire,

Chiefly on Man, fole Lord of all declar'd,

Him firft make fure y°ur thra11
'
and laftly klll>

Mv Subftitutes I fend ye, and Create

Plenipotenton Earth, of matchlefs might

'lfluing from mee
. nyour joynt vigor now

Mv holdof this new Kingdom all depends
5<

Through Sin to Death exWd'by my exploit.

If vour ioynt power prevaile, th affaires of Hell

No detriment need feare, goe andbeltrong.

So faying he difmifs'd them, they with fpeed

Thir courfe through thickeftConftellationsheld

Spreading thir bane 5 the blafted Starrs lookt wan,

And Planets, Planet- flrook, real Eclips

Then fufferd. Th' other way ^-« went down

TheCaufeyto Hell Cate^ on either fide

Difparted Chaos over built exclatmd,

And with reboundingfurgethebarrsa^ld

Thatfeorn'd his indignation: through the Gate,

Wide open and unguarded, **/4»palsd,

And all about found defolate^ for thofe

Appointed to fit there, had left thir charge,

F?own to the upper World 5 the reft were all

Farr to the in landret.r'd, about the vualls

Of v********», Citie and proud feate

Of Lucifer, fo by ailufion calld,

Of that bright Starr to *iM« paragond.

Th re k

e

Pf thir Watch the Legions, while he

In CounciFfate, follicitous what chance (Grand

Might intercept- thirE^^^^g^d
Departing gavecommand,

and they oblerv

410

420

430
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As when the Tartar from his Ruffian Foe

By Ajtracanoyet theSnowie PJaines

'•j Retires, or Baftrian SopHi from the homes

Of Turkffi Crcfcent, leaves all wafte beyond

hcRcalmeof Aladnk, in his retreare

To Taurk or Casbeen. Sothefe the Jate

I Ieav'mbanifhr Hod, left defei t utmoft Hell

[any a dark League, rcduc'tin careful Watch
Round thir Metropolis, and now expecring

Each hour their great adventurer from thefearch

Of Forrein Worldsrhe through the midft unmarkt,
In (hew plebeian Angel militant

Of Joweft order, pair 3 and from the dore
Of that Ylutovian Hall, inviiible

Afcended his high Throne, which under ftate

Of richer! texture fpred, at th* upper end
Was plac't in regal luftre. Down a while
He fare, and round about him faw unfeen :

At Lift as from a Cloud his fulgent head
And lliape Starr-bright appcer'd, or brighter, clad
With what permiffive glory (ince bis fall
Was left him, orfalfcglitter : AH amaz'd
At that fo fude'en blazethe Stygian throng
Bent thir afpccl and whom they wiQi'd beheld,
1 hir mighty Chief returnd: loud was th* acclaime:
Forth ruft d in hafre the great confuting Peers,
Rais d from thir dark Drum, and with like joy
Congratulate approach^ him, who with hand
Silence, and with thefe words attention won.
JliR)nes.Uom,nation S)Princedoms,Vertues,PoW'

For in pofldli.n fuch, not ontly of right, (ers,
I call ye and declare ye now, returnd .

Succefs-
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Succefsful beyond hope, to lead ye forth

Triumphant out of this infernal Pit

Abominable, accurff, the huufe of woe,

And Dungeon ofour Tyrant : Now poffefs,

As Lords, a fpacious World,to our native Heaven

Little inferiour, by my adventure hard

With peril great atchiev'd. Long were to tell

What. I have don, whatfufferd, with what paine

Voyag'd th' unreal, raft, unbounded deep

Of horrible confufion, over which

By Sin and Death a broad way now is pav'd

To expedite your glorious march 5 but I

Toild out my uncouth paffage, forc't to ride

Th' untraceable Abyffe.plung'd in the womb

Of unoriginal Night and C^«?/wilde,

That jealous of thir fecrets fiercely oppos'd

My journey Orange, with clamorous uproare

Protefting Fate fupreame 5 thence how I found

The new created World, which fame in Heav n

Long had foretold, a Fabrick wonderful

Of abfolute perfection, therein Man

Plac't in a Paradife, by our exile

Made happie : Him by fraua I have feduc d

From his Creator , and the more to increaie

Your wonder, with an Apple j he thereat

Offended, worth your laughter, hath giv n up

Both his beloved Man and all his World,

To Sin and Death a prey, and fo to us,

Without our hazard, labour, or allarme,

To range in, and to dwell, and over M an

To rule, as over all he fliould have rul d

TrueU, mecalfo he hath judgd, or rather

470
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Mec not, but the brute Serpent in whofe ihipe

Man I deceav'd : that which to mee belongs,

Is enmity, which he will put between

Mee and Mankinde i I am to bruife his heel
5

His Seed, when is not fet, (hall bruife my head;

A World who would not purchafe with a bruife,

Or much more grievous pain? Ye have th' account

Of my performance : What remaines, ye Gods,

But up and enter now into hill blifs.

So having faid, a while he ftood, expecting

ThiruniverfaKhout and high applaufe

To fill his eare, when contrary he hears

On all fides, from innumerable tongues

A difmal univcrfal hifs, the found

Of public fcorn 5 he wonderd , but not long

Had leafure, wondringat himfelf now more 3

His Vifage drawn he felt to fharp and fpare.

His Armes clung to his Ribs, his Leggs entwining

Each other, tillfupplanted down he fell

A monftrons Serpent on his Belly prone,

Reluftant, but in vaine, a greater power
Now rul'd him, punifht in the fhape he find.

According to his doom: he would have fpoke.
But hifsfor hifs returnd with forked tongue
To forked tongue, for now were all transform^
Alike, to Serpents all as acceiTories

To his bold Riot: dreadful was the din
Of hiding through the Hall, thick fwarming now
With complicated monfters, head and taile,

Scorpion and Afp, m&Amphisbtna dire,
Cer*7?£/ hornd, Hjdrus, and Ellops drear,

rpfas (Not fo thick fwarm'd once the Soil
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ogdropt with blood of Gorgon, or the Ifle

i>J&/«/i)
but fti11 greatelthee themidlt,

t,oW Dragon grown, larger then whom the Sun

Ingenderd in the Pythian Vale on (lime,
| 550

Huge Python, and his Power no lets he feem'jd

Above the reft ftill to retain 5 they all

Him follow'd ifluing forth to th' open Field,

Where all yetleftof thatrevolted Rout

Heav'n-fall'n, in ftation flood or juft array,

Sublime with expectation when to fee

In Triumph ifluing forth thir glorious Chief;

They faw, but other fight inftead, a crowd

Of ugly Serpents y horror on them fell,

And horrid fympathie } tor what they faw,

They felt themfelvs now changing^down thir arms,

Down fell both Spear and Shield 5
down they as fall,

And the dire hifs renew'd, and the dire form

Catcht by Contagion, like in punifhment,

As in thir crime.Thus was th' applaufethey meant

Turnd to exploding hifs,triumPh to flame (flood

Caft on themielves from thir own mouths. I here

A Grove hard by, fprungupwith this thir change,

His will who reigns above, to aggravate

Thir penance, laden with fair Fruit like that

Which grew in Paradife, the bait of Eve

Us-d by the Tempter : on that profpett ftrange

Thir earneft eyes they fix'd, imagining

For one forbidden Tree a multitude.

Now ris'n to work them furder woe or lhame

,

Y« p cS wit h folding thurft and hunger fierce,

Though to delude them fcnt, could not abftaid,

But of they rould in heaps, and uP theT.s

d

550
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Climbing, fat thicker then the fnakie Jocks

That curld Megtra : greedily they pluck'd

ThcFrutage fair to fight, Jike that which grew
Necr that bituminous Lake where Sodom flaurd •

This more delufive, not the touch, but tafte '

Deceav d 5 they fondly thinking to allay

Thir appetite with guft, infteadof Fruit

Chcwd bitter Allies, which th' offended tafte

With fpattering noife rejefted : oft theyaffayd

Hunger and thirft conftraining, drugd as oft, ,

With hatefulleft difrehfh writh'd thir jaws

With foot and cinders filJ'd 5 fo oft they fell

Into the fame illufion, not as Man Cplagird
Whom they triuraph'd once lapft. Thus were they
And worn with Famin, Jong and ceaflefs hi/s,

Till thir loftfhape, permitted, they refum'd
Yearly enjoynd, fome fay, to undergo
This annual humbling certain numberM days
To dafh thir pride, and joy for Man feduc't.
However fomc tradition they difpers'd
Among the Heathen of thir purchafe got,
AndFabl'd howtheSerpenr, whom they calld
Ophion with Eurynome^ the wide-
Encroaching Eve perhaps, had firft the rule
Of high Olympus, thence by Saturn driv'n
And ops ere yet DiB**n Jove was bom.
Mean while in Paradife the hellifii pair
Toofoon arnv'd, Si* there in power before,
Once aftual

, now in body, and to dwell
Habuua habitant

5 behind her Death

O fhb^?^^ f°r Pa^ not mounted >
retUn hls Pale Horlc * to whom Sin thus began.

Second

Paradife Book
9

Second of Satan fprung, all conquering Death
VVhat thinkft thou of our Empire now, though
With travail difficult, not better farr (earnd

Then ftil at Hels dark thrcfhold to have fate watch,
Unnam'd, undreaded, and thy felf half ftafev'd?

Whom thus the Sin-born Monfter anfwerdfoon.

To mee, who with eternal Famin pine,

Alike is Hell, or Paradife, or Heaven,

There belt, where moft with ravin I may meet 5

Which here, though plenteous, all too little feems

Toftufftbis Maw, this vaft urthide-bound Corps.

To whom th' inceftuous Mother thus repli'd.

Thou therefore on thefeHerbs,and Fruits,& Flours

Feed firft, on each Beaft next, aud Fith, and Fowle,

No homely mqrfels, and whatever thing

The Sitheof Time mowesdown,devourunfpar'd
;

Till I in Man refiding through the Race,
[

His thoughts, his looks, words, anions allinfeft,

Andftftjfop him thy laft and fweeteft prey.

This faid, they, bpfh betook them feveral waye

Both tq deftroy, or unimmortal make

All kinds, and for deftru&ion to mature

Sooner or later 5 which th' Atmightie feeing,

From his tranfeendent Seat the Saints among.

To thofe fright Orders utterd thushis voice.

Seevvi iw^ heat thefe Dogs of Hell advance

To wafte and havoc yonder World, which I

So fair and good created, and had ftill

Kept in that ftate, had not the folly or Man

Let in thefe waftful Furies, who impute

Folly to mce, fo doth the Prince of Hell

And his Adherents, that with fo much eafe
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i fuffer them to enter and pofleft

A place foheavnly, 2nd conniving feem
To gratifie rny fcornful Enemies,

That laugh, asif tranfported with fome fit

Oi Pnffion, I to them had quitted all,

At random yeilded up to their mifrule 5

And know not that I calJ'd and drew them thither
My Hell-hound$, to lick up the draffand filth

Which mans polluting Sin with taint hath fhed
On what was pure, till cramm'd and gorg'd, nigh
With fuckt and glutted offal , at one fling (burft
Of thy victorious Arm, well-pleafing Son,
Both Stks and Death, and yawning Grave at hR
Through Chaos hurld, obftruft the mouth of Hell
For ever, and feal up his ravenous Jawes.
ThenHeav'n and Earth renewd fliall be made pure
Tofan&itje that (hall receive no ftaine :Hz Till then the Curfc pronounc't on both precedes.

I Hee ended, and the heav'nly Audience loud
5u"g. Una, as the found of Seas,
Tao.gh,multitude that Tung, Juftare thy wa}s.
Ppiteous-are thy Decrees on all thy Works 5

'

np&DTnU^ thee
"
N^, tothe Son/

ScarceVnII, 'u. f ^Jth Wlth c«Jd and heat

650

North

Decrepit
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Decrepit Winterfrom the South to bring

Solftitial fuinmers heat. To the blanc Moone

Her office they prefcrib'd, to th' other five

Thir planetarie motions and afpefts

In Sextile, Square^ and Trim, and Opposite,

Oi noxious efficacie, and when to joyne

In Synod unbenigne, and taught the fixt

Thir influence malignant when to (howre.

Which of themrifing with the Sun, or falling,

Should prove tempef tuous : To the Winds they fet

Thir corners , when with blufter to confound

Sea, Aire, and Shoar, the Thunder when to rowle

With terror through the dark Aereal Hall.

Some fay he bid his Angels turne afcanfe

The Poles of Earth twice ten degrees and more

From the Suns Axle 5 they with labour pufo'd

Oblique the Centric Globe : Som fay the Sun

Was bid turn Reines from th' Equinoctial Rode

Like diftant breadth to Taurus with the Seav'n

AtLwticimtrs^nd the spartan Twins

Up to the Tropic Crab 5 thence down amame

By Leo and the Virgin and the Scales,

As deep as Caprhorne, to bring in change

Of Seafons to each Clime ; clfe had the S pnng

Perpetual fmil'd on Earth with vernant Fiours,

Equal in Days and Nights , except to thofc

Beyond the Polar Circles } to them Day

Had unbended On* while the low Sun

To recompence his diftance, »jtefigj^

Had rounded ftill th' ^<*»^
Or Eaft or Weft, which had forbid the Snow

7romcold EfioUland, and South as fair
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Beneath Magellan. At that tafted Fruit

he Sun,zs from Tfycjlean Banquet, turn'd

His cour/c intended 5 eJfe how had the World
Inhabited, though linlefs, more then now,
Avoided pinching cold and fcorching heate >

Thefe changes in theHeav'ns^houghfloWjproduc'd
Like change on Sea and Land, ftderal blaft.

Vapour, andMift, and Exhalation hot.

Corrupt and Peftilent : Now from the North
Of Norumljega, and the Samoed (hoar

Burftingthir brazen Dungeon, araid with ice
And fnow and haile and ftormieguft and flaw
Boreas and Ctcias and Argefies loud

yco And Thraftias rend the Woods and Seas upturn;
With adverfe blaft up-turns them from the South
Notes and Afer black with thundrous Clouds
From Serration*, thwart of thefe as fierce
Forth rufh the Levant and the Pontnt VVindes
Eurus and Zephir with thir lateral noife,
Sirocco, and Libecchio. Thus began
Outrage from Jivelefs things; but Difcord firft
Daughter of Sin, among th' irrational,
Death introduced through fierce antipathic:

Andfe^h^gM War3& F™le withFowle,

Devo^rH £
F,<

?
9 t0

«razc the Herb aJI having,

Of \ ft

^

5 nor ftood much in ™e
GteSSi*S

flC

t
h,m

'
°r Wkh ^unt nance grim
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thcfe werc from ^ut
Air SKS?*1?^ ^hich^^faw
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Thus to dwburdn fought with fadcomplafoTO miferableofhappie! is this the endOf this new g onous World, and mee fo lateThe Glory ot that Glory, who now becom
Accurft of bleflcd, hide me from the face
Ot God, whom to behold was then rnyhighth
Of hnppmefs

: yet well, if here would end
Themifene I defervd it, and would beareMy own defervmgs

; but this will not ferve;
All that I eate or drink, or (hall beget,
Is propagated curfe. O voice once heard
Delightfully, Encrcafe and multiply,
Now death to heare ! for what can lencreafc
Or multiplie, but curfes on my head?
Who of all Ages to fucceed, but feeling
The evil on him brought by me, will curfe
My Head, 111 fare our Anceftor impure,
For this we may thank Adams but his thanks
Shall be the execration j fo befides
Mine own that bide upon me, all from mee
Shall with a fierce reflux on mee redound,
On mee as on thir natural center light
Heavie, though in thir place. O fleeting joyes
Of Paradife, deare bought with laflring woe*:!
Did I requeft thee, Maker, from my Clay
To mould me Man, did I follicitethce
From darknefs to promote me, or here place
fo this delicious Garden? as my Will

J

Concurd not to my being, it were butright
And equal to reduce me to mydufr,
Defirousto refigne, and render back
All I receav'd, unable to performe

730

740
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! y terms too hard, by which (was to hold

The good I fought not. To thelofs ofthat,

Sufficient penaltie,why haft thou added

Tbcfcufc ofcndlcfs woes? inexplicable

Thy Juftice fcems , yet to fay truth, too late,

Ithuscontefb then fhould have been refufd

Thofe terms whatever, when they were proposed;

Thou did ft accept them, wilt thou enjoy the good,

Then cavil the conditions ? and though God

760 Made thee without thy leave, what if thy Son

Prove difobedient , and reprov'd, retort,

Wherefore didft thou beget me? I fought it not:

Wouldft thou admit for his contempt of thee

That proud excufe ? yet him not thy eleftion,

But Natural neceffity begot.

God made thee of choice his own, and of his own

To ferve him, thy reward was of his grace,

Thy punifhmenrthenjuftly is at his Will.

Beit fo, for I fubmit, his doom is fair
,

770
,

'ThatduftIam,and(hall toduft returnee

O welcom hour whenever ! why delayes

His hand to execute what his Decree
jFixdonthisday? why do I overlive,

Why am Imockt with death, and length'nd out

To deachlefs pain ? how gladly would I meet
Mortalitie my fentence, and be Earth
•Infenfible, how glad would lay me down
As in my Mothers lap ? there I fhould reft

• And fleep fecure 5 his dreadful voice no more
780 Would Thunder in my ears, no fear of worfe

To rr.ee and to my ofspring would torment me
With cruel expectation. Yet one doubt

Purfues
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Purfues me (till, leaft all I cannot die,

Leaftthat pure breath of Life, the Spirit of Man
Which Godinfpir'd, cannot together perifli

With this corporeal Clod } then in the Grave,

Qr in fome other difmal place, who knows

But I (hall die a living Death > O thought

Horrid, if true ! yetwhy? it was but breath

Of Life that finnd} what dies but what had life

And fin? the Bodie properly hath neither.

All of me then (hall die : let this appeafe

The doubt, fince humane reach no further knows.

For though the Lord of all be infinite.

Is his wrauth alfo ? be it, man is not fo

,

But mortal doom'd. How can he exercife

Wrath without end on Manwhom Death muft end?

Can he make deathlefs Death > that were to make

Strange contradi&ion, which to God himfelf

Impofiible is. held, as Argument

Ofweaknefs, not of Power. Will he, draw out,

For angers fake, finite to infinite

In punitht man, to fatisfie his rigour

SatisfVd never 5 that were to extend

His Sentence beyond duft and Natures Law,

By which all Caufes elfe according ftill

To the reception of thir matter aft.

Not to th' extent of thir own Spheare. But fay

That Death be not one ftroak, as I fuppos'd,

Bereaving fenfe, but endlcfs miferie

From this day onward, which I feel begun

Both ijn me, and without tie, and fo lait

To perpetuitie * Ay me, that fear
;

Comes thundring back with dreadful revolution

».'
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830

On my detenflefs head 5 both Death and I

Am found Eternal, and incorporate both.

Nor Ion my part fingle, inmeeall

Pufteritie (lands curft: Fair Patrimonie

That I mud leave yeb Sons 5 O were I able

To wafte it a]J my felf, and leave ye none

!

So disinherited how would ye blefs

Me now your Curfe ! Ah>whyfhouId all mankind
For one mans fault thus guiltlefs be condemned

,

If guiltlefs ? But from mec whatan proceed.

But all corrupt, both Mind and Will deprav'd,

Nottodoonely, but to will the fame
With me? how can they acquitted ftand

In fight ofGod ? Him after all Difputes
iForctf abfolve/ all my evafionsvain

And reafonings,though throughMazes,Iead me ftill

But to my own conviftion .* firft and Jaft

On mee, ir.ee onely, as the fourfe and fpring
Of all corruption, all the blame lights due*
So might the wrauth.Fond with Icouldft

T
iu flip*

That burden heavier then the Earth to bear, (port
Then nil the World much heavier, though divided
With that bad Woman > Thus what thou defir'ft,
And what thou fearft, alike deftroyes all hope

A.n ? r

,

ge
>
and concl^es thee mifettble

*40 Beyond all paft example and future,
T c

>
Satan onely like both crime and doom.

OConfcicnce, into what Abyft of fearsAnd horrors haft thou driv'n me 5 out of whichIhnd no way, from deep to deeper plung'd IThus Adam-to himfelf lamented LcTThrough the mil Night, not nowhere man fell,

Whol-
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WhoJfom and cool, and mild, but with black Air

Accompanied, with damps and dreadful gloom,
Which to his evil Confcience reprefented

All things with double terror : On the ground
Outftretcht he lay, on the cold ground, and oft

Cu rs'd his Creation, Death as oft accus'd

Oftardie execution, fince denounce
The day of his offence. Why comes not Death,

Said hee, with one thrice acceptable ftroke

To end me ? Shall Truth fail to keep her word,

Juftice Divine not haft'n to be juft t

But Death comes not at call, Juftice Divine

Mends not her doweft pace for prayers or cries

.

O Woods, O Fountair^HillockSjDales and Bowi

VVith other echo late I taught your Shades

To anfwer, and refound farr other Song.

Whom thus afflifted when fad Eve beheld,

Defolate where (he fate, approaching nigh,

Soft words to his fierce paffion (he aflay'd :

But her with ftern regard he thus repell'd.

Out of my fight, thou Serpent, that name beft

Befits thee with him leagu'd, thy felf as falfe

And hateful 5 nothing wants, but that thy ihape,

Like his, and colour Serpentine may (hew

Thy inward fraud, towarn all Creatures from thee

Henceforth^leaft that too heav'nIyform,pretended

To hellifh falftiood, fnare them. But for thee

I had perfifted happie, had not thy pride

And wandring vanitie, when left wasfafe,

Rejefted my forewarning, and difdain'd

Not to be trufted, longing to be feen

Though by the Devil himfelf, him overweening
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To over-reach, but with the Serpent meeting
Fool'd and beguil'd, by him thou, I by thee
To truft thee from my fide, imagin'd wife

3

Conftanr, mature, proof againft all aflaults.

And underftood not all was but a (hew
Rather then foJid vertu , all but a Rib
Crooked by nature, bent, as now appears,

More t of the part finifter from me drawn,
Well if thrown out, as fupernumerarie
To my juft number found, O why did God
Creator wife, that peopl'd higheft Heaven
With Spirits Mafculine, create at laft

This novekie on Earth, this fair defeft
Of Nature, and not fill the World at once
With Men as AngeJs without Feminine,
Or find fome other way to generate
Mankind? this mifebief had not then befall'n
And more that (hall befall, innumerable

*

Difjurbances on Earth through Femal fnares.

He never (hall find out fit Mate, but fuch
,

As iome misfortune brings him, or miftake,
Or whom hp wiflies mod (hall feldom gain
Through her perverfenefs, but (hall fee her «iodByafarr worfe oriffte love, withheld

g

/^ ?**» ^PPieftchoice too lateSjKr* lj"kt
,

and Wedlock.bound
i oa tell Adverfane, his hate orftame •

Which infinite calamitie (hall caufe

HeaSS
Jife

;
an
^
h
r
°^old peace confound.

Notfo retw

l

0t>™dJ™™ hcrturn'd, but^wNot fo xcpujft, with Tears that ceased not flowicg,

And

dife loft

And trefles alldiforderd
3 at his feet

Fell humble, and imbracing them, befaught
His peace, and thus proceeded in her plaint.

Forfakemenotthus, Adam, witnefsHeavn
What love fincere, and reverence in my heart
I beare thee, and unweeting have offended,
linhappilie deceav'd} thy fuppliant
I beg, and clafp thy knees 5 bereave me not,
Whereon I live, thy gentle looks, thy aid,

Thy counfel in this uttermoft diftrefs,

My onely ftrength and ftay : forlorn of thee,
Whither (hall I betake me, where fubfift >

While yet we live, fcarfe one (hort hour perhaps,
Between us two let there be peace, both joyning,
As joyn'd in injuries , one enmitie

Againft a Foe by doom exprefs affign'd us.

That cruel Serpent: On me exercife not

Thy hatred for this miferie befall'n,

On me already loft, mee then thy felf

Moremiferable^ both have fin'd, but thou

Againft God onely, I againft God and thee,

And to the place of judgement will return,

There with my cries importune Heaven, that all

The fentencc from thy head remov'd may light

On me, fole caufe to thee of all this woe,

Mee mee onely juft objeft of hi* ire.

She ended weeping, and lu r lowlie plight,

Immoveable till peace obtain'd from fault

Acknowledge and deplor'd, in Adam vvraught

Commiferation^foon his heart relented

Towards her, his life fo late and fole delight,

Now at his feet fubmiflive in diftrefs,

Crea-
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Creature fo fjire his reconcilement feeking,

His counfel whom (he had difplens'd,. his aide }

As one difarm'd, his anger.nil he loft, i

And thus with peaceful words uprais'd her foon.

Unwarie, and too defirous, as before,

So now ufwhat thou knowft not, who defir'ft

Thepuniffiment all on thy felf 5 alas,

Beare thine ownfirft, ill able to fuftaine

His full wrauth whofe thou feclft as yet left part,

Andmydifpleafure bearft foill. If Prayers

j

Could alter high Decrees, I to that place
Would fpeed before thee, and be louder heard,
That on my head all might be vifited,

Thy frailtie and infirmer Sex forgiv n,
To me committed and by meexpos'd.
But rife, let us no more contend, nor blame
Each other, blam'd enough elfewhere, but ftrive
In offices of Love, how we may light n
Each others burden in our fhareof woe 5
Since this days Death denounc't, ifought I fee,
Will prove no fudden, but a flow-part evill
A long days dying to augment our paine,
And to our Seed (O haplefs Seed !) deriVd.To whom thus Eve, recovering heart, replied.
*dam, by fad experiment I know

F
rfow little weight my words with thee ca

Re

Vfe* aCCWFe
> h°peful to rcgaine

"oTnH i 7eghtmy
.
W0rdswiththee «a finde,ound fo erroneous, thence by juft eve

^fror d by thee, vile as I am, to place
>fnew acceptance, hopeful to regVioe

-
hy Love the fole contentment of my heartLiving artivin«fi.~~:^-.-i ... ' .7 ?

iearr
>

not hide

What

H
t'J

What thoughts in my unquiet brcft are ris'n
Tending to lorn reliefof our extremes,

'

Or end, though fiiarp and fad, yet tolerable,
As in our evils, and of eaficr choice.
If care of our defcent perplex us moft,
Which muft be born to certain woe, devourd
By Death at laft, and miferable it is

•To be to others caufe of mifery.

Our own begotten, and of our Loines to bring
Into this curfed World a woful Race,
That after wretched Life muft beatlaft

Food for fo foule a Monfter, in thy power
It lies, yet ere Conception to prevent

The Raceunbleft,tobeingyet unbegot.

Childlefs thou art, Childlefs remaine :
'

So Death fhall be deceav'd hisglut,and with us two
Be fore'd to fatisfie his Rav'nous Maw.
But if thou judge it hard and difficult.

Converting, looking, {oving, to abftain

From Loves due Rites 5 Nuptial embraces fvveet.

And with defire to Janguifli without hope.

Before the prefent objeft languifliing

With like defire, which would be miferie

And torment lefs then none of what we dread,

Then both ourfelves and Seed at once to free

From what we fear for both, let us make (hort.

Let us feek Death, or hee not found, fupply

With our own hands his Office on ourfelves*

jWhy ftand w€ longer fhivering under feares,

prhat (hew no end but Death, and have the power,

Of many waves to die the iliorteft choofing,
J

Deftruftion

fa
Jttf
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Deftruftion with deftruftion to deftroy.

She ended heer, or vehement defpaire

Broke offthe reft 5 To much of Death her thought*

Had entertaind, as di'd her Cheeks with pale.

But Adam with fuch counfel nothing fway'd,

To better hopes his more attentive minde

Labouring had rais'd,and thus to Everepli'd.

Eve, thy contempt of life and pleafure feerm

To argue in theefomthing more fublime

And excellent then what thy minde contemnes
3

But felf-deftru&ion therefore faught, refutes

That excellence thought in thee, and implies,

Not thy contempt, but anguifli and regret

For Jofs of Jife and pleafure overlov'd.

Or ifthou covet death, asutmoft end
Ofiniferie, fo thinking to evade
The penaltie pronounc't, doubt not but God
Hath wifetier arnYd his vengeful ire then fo
To be foreftall'd 5 much more I fear leaft Death
So faatcbt will not exempt us from the paine
We .are by doom to pay 5 rather fuch afts
Ofcontumacie will provoke the higheft
To make death in us live: Then let us feek
-Som fafer refolution, which methinks
I have in view,calling to minde with heed
Part of our Sentence, that thy Seed (hall bruife
I he Serpents head j piteous amends, unlefs

1Be meant whom I conjefture, our grand Foe
Sit an, who in the Serpent hath contrived
Agamft us this deceit: tocrufh his head
Would be revenge iodeed 5 which will be loft

By

«•/*

Paradife loft.

By death brought on our felves, or childlefs days
rvefolv'd,as thou propofeft, fo our Foe
Shall fcape his punifliment ordain d, and wee
Inftead (hall double ours upon our heads.

No more be mention'd then of violence
Againft our felves, and wilful barrennefs,

That cuts useff from hope, and favours onely
tVancor and pride, impatience and defpite,

tveluftancg againft God and his juft yoke
Laid on our Necks. Remember with what mild
And gracious tempe-r he both heard and judg'd

•Without wrauth or reviling} wee expected

Immediate diffolution, which we thought

Watf meant by Death that day, whenlo, to thee

Pains onely in Child-bearing were foretold,

And bringing forth, foon recompenc't with joy,

Fruit of thy Womb : On meetheCurfeatlope

Glauc'don the ground, with labour Imuft.earae

My bread 5 what harm ? Idlenefs had bin worfe j

'My labour will fuftain me } and Jeaft Cold

Or Heat fhould injure us, his" timeJy care

Hath unbefaught provided, and his hands

Cloath'dus unvvorthie, pitying while he judg'd j

How much more, if we pray him, will his ear

Be open, and his heart to pitie incline,

And teach us fuither by what means to (nun

Th'inclement Seafdns, Rain, Ice, Hail and Snow,

Whichnow thcSkie with various Face begins

To fliew us in this Mountain, while the Winds

Blow moid aud keen, fluttering the graceful locks

OfthefefairfpreadingTrces^vhtchfcidsusleek
r O o Som<
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i

lSom better fhroud, fom better warmth to cherifh

Our Limbs benumm'd , ere this diurnal Starr

1070 [Leave cold the Night, how we his gathered beams
Reflefted, may with matter fere foment,

Or by collifion of two bodies grinde

he Air attritetoFirc, as late the Clouds

ing or pufht with Winds rude in thir (hock
I ine the flantLightning,whofe thwart flame driv'n

Kindles the gummie bark of Firr or Pine, (down
And fends a comfortable heat from farr,

Which might fupply the Sun : fuch Fire toufe
And what may elfe be remedie or cure
To evils which our own mifdeeds have wrought
Hee will inftruft us praying, and of Grace •

Befeeching him, fo as we need not fear
Topafs commodioufly this life, fuftain'd
By him with many comforts, till we end
In duft, our final reft and native home.
What better can we do, then tothepface
Repairing where he judg'd us, proftrate fail
Before him reverent, and there confefs

cool^bI
?
our

.

fauIt% a°d Pardon bcg,with tearsopo VVatenng the ground, and with our fighs the Air
Frequenting, fat from hearts contrite, in fign

10So

ion meek.
Of forrow unfeign d, and humiliat
Undoubtedly he will relent and tui»
From bis difpleafure

3 in whofe look fercne

VVh^
1

5K?7ft he feem
'

d and «»ft fc'SWhat elfe but favor grace, and mercie flion >So fpn keour Father penitent, nor eSFelt kfi rcHjrfe . they^^ ^
Re-

Paradife
loft Book

9
Repairing where he judg'd them proftrate fell
Before him reverent, and both confefs'd
Humbly thir faults, and pardon beg'd, with tears
Watering the ground, and with thir fighs the Air
Frequenting, fent from hearts contrite, in fien
Of (orrow unfeign'4, and humiliation meek.

1100
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the End of the Ninth §o»\.
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BOOK X.

1

Hus they in lowliefr plight repentant

r> - r r ftOQd:
Praying, for from the Mercie-feat

above
Prevenrent Grace defending hadre-

Ti n • r .

.

mov'd
' ne lronie from thir hearts, and made new flefh
Rcgenerat grow inftead, that fighs now breath'd
Unutterable, which the Spirit of prayer

a

. ., .

*

Inlpijii^nd wiiig'dfor Heav

port

io--
ntuiters, nor
r Petition, tht

l#F*$ks$iaj leis an&eat vet then thefe,

Not ofmean (inters, nor important left

SSi'&B? 1"00^ 1**" when th' ancient Pair

o52lfiT;
k,nd dTnd

'
before' "* ShrineUr

;

Wfawr flood devout. To Heavn thir prayers

Flew

i

i
c

f

- ^ V4i
i <

Book
Flew up, nor mifsd the way, by envious windes
Blown vagabond or fruftrate : in theypafsd
Dimentionlefs through Heav'nly dores \ then cl id
Withincenfe, where the Golden Altar "fuin'd,

By thir great Intcrceflor, came in fight

i

t

Before the Fathers Throne : Them the glad Son
Preferring, thus to intercede b?gan.

See Father, what firft fruits on Earth are fprung
From thy implanted Grace in Mm, thefe Sighs
And Prayers, which in tjiis Golden Cenfer, cnixt

With Incenfe,! thy Piieft before thee bring,

Fruits of more pleating favour from thy feed

Sow'n with contrition in his heart, then thofe

Which his own hand manuring all the Trees

.

Of Par^dife could have produc't, ere fall'n

From innocence. Now therefore bend thine eare

Tofupplication, heare his fighs though mute}

Unskilful with what words to pray,let mee .

; Interpret for him, mee his Advocate

And propitiation, all his works on mee
Good or not good ingraft, my Merit thofe

Shall perfet, and for thefe my Death (hall pay.

Accept me, and in mee from thefe receave

The fmell of peace toward Mankinde, let him live

Before thee. reconcile atleaft his days

Numberd>though fad,till Death, his doom(whicl) I

To mitigate thus plead, not to reverie

j

To better life (hall yeeld him, wherewith mee

All my redecmd may dwell in joy- and blift,

Made one with me as I .with thee am one.

To. whom the Father, without Cloud,ferene.

40

All thy req.ueft for Ma&, accepted Son,
Obtain,
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I

Obtain, all thy requert was my Decree :

But longer in that Paradife to dwell,
The Law J gave to Nature him forbids :

Thofe pure immortal Elements that know
Nogrofsj no unharmoneous mixture foule,
Eje& him tainted now, and purgehimoff
Asadiftemper, grofs to aire as grofs,
And mortal food, as may difpofe him beft
For dhTolution wrought by Sin,, that firft

Diftemperd all things, and of incorrupt
Corrupted. I at firlr with two fair gifts
Created him endowd, with Happinefs
And Immortalitie : that fondly loft,
This other ferv'd but to eternize woe 5
Till I provided Death ; fo Death becomes
His hnal remedie, and after Life
Tn_d in (harp tribulation, and refin'd

Wak'r in H
kbfuI

.^ to fecond Life,WaK t m the renovation of the jufl-
Rehgnes him up with Heav'h and Earth renewdBut let us call to Synod all the Bleft

**'

Mvi3i"T'l
S Wide

.

bound^from them I will not

?&&^SSS^--Tonfirmd.

Filld all theaS, r
0ni

-
Th ' Ar£elic UM

Of^aZ^%ZSlfm th
.

ir BKffful BowrS^nade, Fountain or Spring,

• r

By

Paradife loft Book
By the waters of Life, where ere they fate
In fellowships of joy - the Sons of L>ht
Halted, referring to the Summons hiRhAnd took tfar Seats 5 till from his Throne fuprcamTh Almighty thuspronounc'd his fovran WillO Sons, like one ofus Man Is become
To know both Good and Evil, fince his carte
Or that defended Fruit 5 but let him boaft
His knowledge of Good loft, and Evil got
Happier, had it fuffic'd him to have known
Good by it felf , and Evil not at all.

Heforrows now, repents, and prayes contrite,
My motions in him, longer then they move,
His heart I know* how variable and vain
Self-left

. Leaft therefore his now bolder hand
Reach alfo of the Tree of Life, and eat,

And live for ever, dream at leaft to live

Forever, to remove him I decree,

And fend him from the Garden forth to Till

The Ground whence he was taken, fitter foile.

i-Michael, this my beheft have thou in charge,

Take to thee from among the Cherubim
Thy choice of flaming warriours, leaft the Fiend

Or in behalfof Man, or to invade
Vacant pofleffion fom new trouble raifc .•

Haft thee, and from the Paradife ofGod
Without rertiorfe drive out the finful Pair,

From hallowd ground th' unholie, and denounce
To them and to thir Progenie from thence

Perpetual banilhment. Yet leaftthey faint

At the fad Sentence rigoroirfly urg'd,'

For I behold them forVnd and with tears 7 10

Bewail-
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Bewailing thir excels, all terrcr hide.

If patiently thy bidding they obey
a

Difmifsrhemnotdjfconfolates reveale

To ^wwhat Hull come in future dayes

,

As I Iball thee enlighten, intermix

My Cov'nant in the \Voinar:s feed renewdj

So fend them forth,though forrowing,yct in peace :

And on the Eaft fide of the Garden place,

Where entrance up from Eden cafieft climbes
a

Cherubic watch, and of a Sword the flame

VVide waving, all approachfarr off to fright,

And guard all pafljge to the Tree of Life :

Leaft Paradifea receptacle prove
To Spirits foule, and all my Trees thir prey,
With whofe flol'n Fruit Man once more to delude.

Heceas'd 5 and th' Archangelic Power prepar'd
For fwiftdefcentjwithhimthe Cohort bright
Of watchful Cherubim 3 four faces each
Had, like a double Janusi all thir Giape
Spaogl'd with eyes more numerous then thofe
Of ArgMs, and more wakeful then to drouze,
Charm'd with Arcadian Pipe, the Paftornl Reed
Of Hermes, or his opiate Rod. Mean while
To refalute the World with facred Light
Uvcothej wak'd, and with frefh dews imbalmd
I he Earth

, when ^4/* and firft Matron Eve
Had ended now thir Orifons,and found,
Strength added from above, new hope to fpring
"^ofdefpairejoj^butwithfearyetlinkti
Which thus to Eve his welcome words rer.ewd
Eve, eafily may Faith admit, that all

I he good which we enjoy, from Heav'n defcends

But

vJ&fiiP* *"?'• .*''' .:'' ;•"•• "•-*-*-<.•:''.: ^v'--i\Nv*Y)>v^' l

t«

1 m m I em
^^ A^iV •...'''..

1

1

,

^

^r 1
1 r

— ^M
.

2

_ 1
. [ . .

-I
.

1j y^
-

j

__« -1
I

I
;-

I ^^H H
1 .* < ^ ^ ffnuV

i i

4 ** w

r i

• :;/' v-v.^/^
; ;'^^: -,:' - 1

-*
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But that from us ought Qiould afcend to Heav'n
So prevalent as to concerne the mind
Of God high-bleft, or to incline his will,

Hard to belief may feem
5 yet this will Prayer,

Or onefhort fighof humane breath, up-borne
Ev'nto the Seat of Gnd. For fince I faught
By Prayer th' offended Deitie to appeafe,
Kneel'd and before him humbl'd all my heart,

Methought I faw him placable and mild,

Bending his eare 5 perfwafion in me grew
That I was heard with favour 5 peace returnci

Home to my breft, and to my memorie
His promife

5
that thy Seed (hall bruife our Foe 3

Whichthen not minded in difmay, yet now
Allures me that the bitternefs of death

Is paft, and we (hall live. Whence Hailetothee,

Eve rightly calfd, Mother of all Mankind,

Mother of all things living, fince by thee

Man is to live, and all things live for Man.

To whom thus Eve with fad demeanour meek.

Ill worthie Ifuchtitle fhould belong

To me tranfgreffour, who for thee ordaind

A help, became thy fnare 3 to mee reproach

Rather belongs, diftruft and all difpraife :

•But infinite in pardon was my Judge,

That I who firft brought Death on all, am grac't

The fourfe of life 5 next favourable thou,

Who highly thus to entitle me voutfafft,

Farr other name deferving. But the Field

To labour calls us now with fweat impos'd,

Though after fleeplefs Night 5 for fee the Morn,

All unconcernd with our unreft, begins

150
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180

150

2CC

Her iolic progress fmiling; let us roroh
3

f never from tliy lide henceforth tofrray,

Wherere our days work lies, though now enjoin
Laborious, till day droops while here c dwell
What can be toiMbm in thefe plcafant Walkes ?

Here let us Jive, though in falfn (late, content.

So fpake, fo vviflid much-humbl'd Eve, but Fat
Subfcrib'd not 5 Nature firft gave Signs, impreft
On Bird,Beaft.Aire, Airefuddenly eclips'd

After (hortblufli of Morn --> nigh in her light *

The^Bird ofJove, fioopt from his aerie tour,
Two Birds ofgaye rt plume before him drove :

Down from a Hill the Bead that reigns in Woods.
Firft Hunter then, purfu'd a gentle brace,
Goodlieft of all the Forreft, Hart and Hindc

5
Direct toth'Eaftern Gate w^s bent thir flight.
Adam obferv'd, and with hi? Eye the chafe
Purfuing, not unmov'd to Eve thus fpake.

u;?
Ff 6

'
r°m° furder change ^wafts us nish,

Which Heav n by thefe mute ilgns in Nature (hews
forerunners of hispurpofe, or to warn
U* haply too fecure of our difdiarge
Frompenaltie, becaufe from death relca ft^medays^ how long, 3 nd what till then our life,Who-knows, or more t hen this, that we are duffAnd thuhcr muft return and be no mor,

'

Of&! thM l ublc *** w«w"«feht

O'retheHeu/PirJ Uoud tnat drawstne blew Firmament a radiant white,
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And (low defcends,with fomthing heav'nly fraught
He err'd not, for by this the heav'nly Bands

Down from a Skie of Jafpcr lighted now
lnParadife,andona Hill made alt,

A glorious Apparition, had not doubt
And carnal fear that day dimm'd Adams eye.

Not that more glorious, when the Angels met

Jacobin Mahaitaifn, where he faw

The field Pavilion d with his Guardians bright

}

Nor that which on the flamingMount appeerd

In Dothw, cover'd with a Camp of Fire,

Againft the £>r/**King,who to furprize

One man, Affaffin-like had levied Warr,

Warr unproclam'd. The Princely Hierarch

[nfhir bright ftand, there left his Powers to feife

Pofleflionofthe Garden, hee alone,

To finde where Adam fhelterd, took his way
3

Not unperceavM of Adwt, who to Eve,

While the great Vifitant approachd,thus fpake.

Eve, now expect great tidings, which perhaps

Of us will foon determin, or impofe •

New Laws to be obierv'd 5 for 1 defcrie

From yonder blazing Cloud that veils the Hill-

One of the heav'nly Hod, and by his Gate

None of the meaneft, foir.e great Potentate

Or of the Thrones above, fuch M ajeftie

Inverts him coming \
yet not terrible,

That I Qiouldfcar, nor fociably mild,
;

As Raphael, t hat I (hould much confide,

Butfolcirn and fublime,whom not to offend,

With reverence I muft meet, and thou retire.

He ended 5 and th' Arch-Angel foon drew nigh.

210
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I

Not in his fliape CeJeftiaJ, but as Man
240 Clad to meet Man 3 over his lucid Armes

I A mih'tarie Veft of purple flowd
LiveJier then Mdilxean, orthegraine
Of Sarra, worn by Kings and Hero's old
In time of Truce 5 Irk had dipt tbewooffj
His ftarrie Hdme unbucld'd Ihew'd him prime
In Manhood where Youth ended j by his fide
As in a ghftermg Zodiac hung the Sword
Satans dire dread, and in his hand the Spear

I

Adam how& ow bee Kingly from his State
.2) Inclm d not, but his coming thus declar'd

Q„ffi^
5 H

u
eaV,

1.
S Hgh beheft no Preface needs •

TtlT 'tr
th}

'
Pra>'m are heard

> ™* ^athrhen due by fentence when thou didft cranforpfcDefeated of his feifure many dayes
^^

?V l
e °/Giace

'
vvherein th™ may'ft recentAnd one bad aft with many deeds well done '

Mayftcover, well may then thy LordWas*Redeem thee qute from Hp^Uo
lu

.

dPpeasci

,

And fend thee from the Garden forth to'rill

rre , . n ,

^ror^^w at the nevv're

ssssaa as?*£s- ft00d)

Yetall had heard S:,\.^Vvho,,nf«™

270 Thee Native Soile thef 1
* ?
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thus Jeave
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' thefe,laPPie Walks and Shades,^H Fir
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Lefis

'

Fit haunt of Gods > where I had hope to fpendQuiet though fad, the refpit of that day
P

'

That muft be mortal to us both. O flours
That never will in other Climate grow *

My early vifitation, and my laft
'

At Eev'n, which I bred up with tender hand
From thefirft opningbud, and gave ye Names,
Who now (hall reare ye to the Sun, or ranke
Your Tribes, and water from th' ambrolial Fount }
Thee laftly nuptial Bowre, by mee adornd
With what to fight or fmell was fweet 5 from thee
How fhall I part, and whither wander down
Into a lower World;, to this obfeure
Andwilde

, how (hall we breath in other Aire
pure , accuftomd to immortal Fruits >

Whom thus the Angel interrupted milde.
Lament not Eve, but patiently refigne

What juftlythou haft loft 3 nor fet thy heart,

Thus over fond, on that which is not thine 5

Thy going is not lonely, with thee goes
Thy Husband, him to follow thou art bound 3

Where he abides, think there thy native foile.

Adam by this from the cold fudden damp
Recovering, and his fcatterd fpirits returnd,

To Michael thus his humble words addrefsd.

Celeftial, whether among the Thrones, or nam'd

Of them the Higheft , for fuch of (hape may feern

Prince above Princes, gently haft thou tould

Thy meflage, which might elfein telling wound.

And in performing end us 5 whatbefides

Of forrow and de jeclion and defpair

Oi traiJtie can fuftain, thy tidings bring,

Depar-

tmbT:
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Departure from this happy place, our fweet

Fleet fs. and one!)' confutation left

Familiar to our eyes, all places clfe

Inhoipitablcappecr and dcfelate,
_

Nor knowing us nor known : and ifby prayer

fnctfljct I could hope to change the will

Of him who all things can, I would not ceafe

To wcarie him with my aflidm -us cries :

ut prayer againft his abfolute Decree

No more a\ lesthen breath againft the winde.

Blown Trifling back on him that breaths it forth:

Therefore to his great bidding I iubmit.

This a:o0 afflidtsn e, that departing herrce.

As from his face I fhalJ be hid, deprivd

His blefledcoiint'nance, here I could frequent,

With worQiip, place by place where he voutfaf'd

Prefencc Divine, and to my "Sons relate 5

On this Mount he appeerd, under this Tree
Stood vifibJc, among tnefe Pines his voice

I heard, herewith him at this Fountain talk'd :

So many grateful Altars I would reare

Of graffie Terfcj and pile up every Stone
Of luftre from the brook, in memorie.
Or monument to Ages, and thereon
Offer fwca funefliirg Gurnms & Fruits and Flours:
In yonder nether World where (hall I feek
His bright appearances, or footftep trace ?

33 :

J

For though I fled him angi ie, yet recall'd
To life prolongd and promisd Race, I now
Gladly behold though but lis utmoft skirts
Of glorv, and farr off his fteps adore
To whom thus Michael with regard benigne.

AdiM

I
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Ad.im, thou knov i HeaVn his, and all the Earth.

Not this Rock onely , 1 j is. Omniprefence fills

Land, Sea, and Aire, and s vtry ki- tie that lives,

Fom< nttd by is virtue) p. er and wannd :

A!l th' Earth he gave thee topoffefs and rule,

No defp ;cablegifr; farmtie not then

His prefence tothefc narrow b nds coniin'd

Of Paradife or Eden: this had been

Perhaps thy Capital S> te, from whence had fprec

All generations, and had hither come

From all the ends of th' E.-rtli, toceltl rate

And reverence thee thir great Progenitor.

But this preeminence thou halt loft, broughtdowi

Todwelloncevcn ground new with thy Sons:

Yet doubt not but in VaJlte and in Plaino

God is as here, and will be found alike

Prefent, and of bisprtfer.ee iv >' a lu e

Still following thee, ftVU con P4ung thee round

With eoodnt'fsand paternal Love, his tace

Exprefe, and of his ftcp the track Lh-vsnc.

Which that thou ibayft beleeve, and be mfirmd,

Ere thou from her ce dej rt, know I am .ent

To ftiew thee what (hall come in future d }
es

TotheeandtothyOts F
rmg^go Juuhbad

Expert to hear, faperwd Gwcc c .nifflding

Whhfinfulnefs of Men .thereby to learn

True patience, and to tenner J,
y-th fear

And pious furrow, equally enur d

By moderation enha-ltaa-to^re^

SafIftt.oMife 5
andbcft Prer

rdendu,x.

r'hy mortal padagewhenit corner Afccnd
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This Hill 5 Jet Eve (for I have drencht her eyes)

Here fleep below while thou to forefight wakTr,

As once thou flepft, while Shee to life was forrnd.

To whom thus Adam gratefully replied.

Afcend, I follow thee, fafe Guide, the path
Thou lead'/f me, and to the hand ofHeav'n fubmit
However chaft'ning, to the evil turne
My obvious breaft, arming to overcom
By fufFering, and earne reft from labour woo,
[ffo I may attain. So both afcend
In the Vifionsof God : It was a Hill

OfParadiie the higheft, from whofe top
The Hemisphere of Earth in cleereft Ken
Stretcht out to ampleft reach of profpeft lay.
Not higher that Hill nor wider looking round.
Whereon for different caufe the Tempter fet
Our fecond Adam in the Wildernefs,
To (hew him all Earths Kingdomes and thir Glory.
HisEye might there command wherever flood
City ofold or modern Fame, the Seat
Of migbtieft Empire, from the deftind Walls
OiCambalu, feat oiCatbaian Can
And Samarchand by Oxus,Temirs Throne
To Vaqnin of sinean Kings, and thence
To Agra and Labor of great Mogul
Down to the golden Chcrfonefe, or where
rhe Perfianm Ecbatan fate, or fince
In Hifpahan, or where the Ruffian Kfar
In Mofco, or the Sultan in Bizanee,
Tunheft

a

rbomh nor could his eye not kenTh Empire of Negus to his utmoft Port
Ercoco and the lefs Maritine Kings
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And£,/</, thought o,*,>, totheKealmeOt CWp, and ^/* fardeft s fa

?h! K?n?/
r0m^T F1°°d t0 "«« MountThe Kingdoms of^^ Feaand

nt

A/*r<w* and Algiers, and Trear/T^ • '

On Europe thence and where Rome was to fwayThe VVorld : in Spirit perhaps he alfo faw *
tUch Mexico the feat of Motezume
And Or/fl> in Per*, the richer feat
Of Atabalipa, and yet unfpoil'd
Guiana, whofe great Citie Geryons Sons
Call £/ Dorado : but to nobler fights
Michael from ^#/j eyes the Filme remov'd
VVhichthat falfe Fruit that promis'd clearer fight
Had bred 5 then purg'd with Euphrafie and Rue
The vifual Nerve, for he had much to fee 5

And from the Well ofLife three drops inftilTd

.

So deep the power of thefe Ingredients piere'd,
Eevn to the inmoft feat of mental fight,

That Adam now enforc't to clofe his eyes,

Sunk down and all his Spirits became iatranft :

But him the gentle Angel by the hand
Soon rais'd, and his attention thus recalled.

Adam, now ope thine eyes, and iirft behold
Th' effefts which thy original crime hath wrought
Infome.to fpring from thee, who never touch'd

Th* excepted Tree, nor with the Snake confpiYd,

Nor finn'd thy fin, yet from that fin derive

Corruption to. bring forth more violent deeds.

His eyes he op'nd, and beheld a field,

Part arable and tilth, whereon were Sheaves

400
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New reapt, th^tiwpirt fteep-walks and foulds
5

Ith' mid/tan Altar as the Land-mark ftooi

Ruftic, of graffie ford 5 thither anon

A fweatie Reaper from his Tillage brought

Firft Fruits, the green Bare, and the yellow Sheaf,

Uncull'd, as came to hand 5 a Shepherd next

>re meek came with the Firftlings of his Flock

Choiceft and beft b then facrificing, laid

The Inwards and thir Fat, with Incenfe ftrew'd,

On the cleft Wood, and all due Rites perform'd.

His OfTringfoon propitious Fire from Heav'n

Contain d with nimble glance,and grateful fteame}

The others not, for his Was not fincere 5

Whereat hee inlie rag'd, and as tbey talk'd,

Smote him into the Midriff with a ftone

That beat out life 5 he fell, and deadly pale

Groand out his Soul with gufhing bloud effus'd.

Much at that fight was Adam in his heart

Difmai'd,and thusinhafte to th* Angel cri'd.

O Teacher, fome great mifchief hath befall n
To that meek man, who well had facrifie'd 5

h Pietie thus and pure Devotion paid )

T whom Michaelthtite} hee al(o mov'd, repli'd.

Thefe two are Brethren, Adam^nd to come
Out ofthy Joyns} th'unjuftthe juft hath (lain.

For envie that his Brothers Offering found
From Heav'n acceptance 5 but the bloodieFaft
Will be aveog'd, and th' others Faith approved
Loofe no reward,though here thou fee him die,
Rowling in duft and gore. To which our Sire.

Alas, both for the deed and for the caufe I

De
I

ad

I mutt return to native duft > O fight

Of terrour, foul and ugly to behofd,
Horrid to think, how horrible tofe'el!

To whom thus Michael. Death thou haft feen
In his firft fliape on man > but many Qiapes

Of Death, and many are the wayes that le

To his grin, Cave, all difmal$ yet to Ccnk
More terrible at th' entrance then within.

Some., as thou faw'ft, by violent ftroke (hall die,

By Fire, Flood, Famin, by Intemperance more
In Meats and Drinks,which on the Earth Qui bring

Difeafes dire, ofwhich amonftrous crew

Before thee (hall appear p that thou mayfl: know
What miferie th' inabftinence oi Eve

Shall bring on men. Immediately a place

Before his eyes appeard, L.d,noyfom, dark,

ALazar-houfe it feemd, wherein were laid

Numbers of all difeas'd, all maladies

OfgaftlySpafm, or racking torture, qualmes

Of heart-fick Agonie,aIl feav.orous kinds,

Convulsions, Epilepfies, fierce Catarrhs,

Inteftin Stone and Ulcer, Colic pangs,

Dropfies,and Afthma's,and Joint-racking Rheums

Dire was the tolling, deep the groans, defpair

Tended the fick buiieft from Couch to Couch 5

And over them triumphant Death his Dart

Shook, but delaid to ftrfke, though oft invok't

With vows, as thir chiefgood, and final hope.

Sight fo deform what heart ofRock could long

Drie-ey'd behold? Adam could not, but wept,

Though not ofWoman born 5 compaflion quell d

His beft of Man, and gave him up to tears
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A (pace, till firmer thoughts reftraind excefs,

And fcarce recovering words his plaint renew'd.
OmiferabJe Mankind, to what fall

Degraded, to what wretched ftate referv'd I

Better end heer unborn. Why is Jife givn
$co To be thus wrefted from us? rather why

Obtruded on us thus? who if we knew
W! at wc receive, would either not accept
i e offer'd, or foon beg to lay it down.
Glad to be fo difmift inpeace. Can thu9
TIi

5

Image of God in man created once
So goodly and ere<2*

3
though fauJtie fince,

To fucfi unfightly fufferings be debas't
Under inhuman pains? Why fhould notMan
Retaining frill Divine fimilitude

In parr, from fuch deformities be free.

And for his Makers Image fake exempt ?

ThirMakersJmage,anfwerd Michael, then
Forfook them, when themfelves they villifrd
To ferve ungovern'd appetite, and took
His Image whom they ferv'd, a brutifh vice
Indu&ive mainly to the (in of Eve.

'

Therefore fo abjeft is thir punifliment,
Disfiguring not Gods likenefs, but thir own,Or if his likenefs,by themfelves defacjt
While they pervert pure Natures healthful rulesTo loathfom ficknefs, worthily, fince theyGods Image did not reverence in themfelves.

yeiditjuft, faid^«r, and fubmit
Buus-there yet no other vvay

3befidesThefe painful paffages, how we may comeTo Death, and mix with our connaX duft ?

There

520

- i

~
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There is, (aid Michael, if thou well obfervc
The rule of not too much, by temperance taught
In what thou eatft and drinktrpeeking from thenc
Due nourifhment, not gluttonous delight,

Till many years over thy head return:

So maid thou live, till like ripe Fruit thou drop

Into thy Mothers lap, or be with eafe

Gatherd, not harfhly pluckt, for death mature :

This is old age} butthenthou muft outlive

Thy youth, thy ftrength r thy beauty, which will

To witherd weakekgray^thy Senfes then (change

Obtufe, all tafte of pleafure muft forgoe,

To what thou haft, and for the Aire of youth

Hopefuland cheerful, in thy blood will reigne

A melancholly damp of cold and dry

To waigh thy fpirits down, and laftconfume

TheBalme of Life. To whom our Anceftor.

Henceforth I flie not Death, nor would prolong

Life much, bent rather howl may be quit

Faireftand eafieft of this combrous charge,

Which I muft keep till my appointed day

Of rendring up. Michael to himrepli'd.

Nor love thy Life, nor hate 5 but what thou livft

Live well, how long or (hort permit to Heavn :

And now prepare thee for another fight.

He lookd and faw a fpacious Plaine, whereon

Were Tents of various hue 5 by fome were herds

OfCattel sizing: others, whence the found

Of Inftruments that made melodious chime

Wa* heard, ofHarp and Organ ; and who moovd

Thir ftops and chords was feen : his volant touch,

Inftinft through all proportions low and W
\
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[Fled and purfu'd trjnfverfe therefonanc
5^° In other part (rood one who at the Forg

Labouring, t ie clods of Iron and Brafs

Had melted (\ r i md w here, cafual fire

Had wa. dwop^s.i ur.t.:inorin Vale,

L rtfaevei ' Earth, tiience iding hot
To fotn Caves m ;th, or whether wafht by Areata
From underground; the Jiquid Orehedreind
fnto fit moulds prcpar'd } from which he forrr.d

Firlr. his own Tooles 5 then, what might elfe be
Fudl or gravn in mettle. After t e, ^wrought

570 But on the hether lide a different iort

From the high neighbouring Hills, which was thir
Down to the Plain descended : by thirguife (Seat
Juft men they feemd, nd all thir ftudy bent
To worftip God aright, and.knr 7 his works
Not hid. nor thole things lofbv'.ich might preferve
Freedom and Peace to men: they on the Plain

J

Long had not walkt, when from the Tents behoJd
A Beavieof fair Women, richly gay
In Gems and wanton drefs 5 to the Harp they fung
Soft amorous Ditties, and in dance came on :

The Men though grave,ey'd them, end let thir eyes
Rove without rem, till in the amorous Net
Fad caught, theylik'd, and each his liking chofe;
And now of love they treat till jtfr Eevning Star
Loves Harbinger appeerd

5 .then all in heat
They hght the? Nuptial Torch, and bid invoke
Hymen, then firft to marriage Rites invok't

$WithFcaft andMuficknll tlie Tents refound.

«r iS,
h3

?py
,nterview andfair event

5yo|Of love & youth not loft, Songs, Garlands, Flours,

And
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And t .'.arming Symphonies attach'd the heart
Of Adam, foon cnclin'd to admit delight,
The bent of Nature } which he thus exprefs'd.
True opener of mine eyes, prime Angel bleft,

Much Later feems this Virion, and more hope'
Of peaceful dayes portends, thenthofe tvvopaft,
I 1 fe were of hate nd death, or pain muchworfe,
Here Nature feems fulfilld in all her ends.

To whom thus Michael. Judg not what is beft

By pleaiure, though to Nature leemingmeet.
Created, as thou art, to nobler end
Holieand pure, conformities divine.

Thofe Tents thou fawft (0 pleaiant,vvere the Tents

OFwickednefs, wherein (hall dwell his Race

Who (lew his Brother 5 ftudious they appere

Of Arts that polity Life, Inventers rare,

Unmindful of thir Maker, though his Spirit

Taught them,but they his gifts acknowledge none.

Yet they a beauteous ofspring fhall begets

For that fair femal Troop thou fawft, that feemd

Of Goddefles, fo blithe, fo fmobth, fe gay,

Yet empty of all good wherein confifts

I Womans domeftic honour and chief praife 5

Bred onely and completed to the tafte

Of luftful appetence, to fing, to dance,

To drefs.and troule the Tongue,and roulethe Eye.

To thefe that fober Race ofMen, wliofe lives

Religious titl'd them the Sons of God,

Shall'yeildupall thirvertue, all thir fame

Ignobly,, to the traines and to the Imiles

Ofthefe fair Atheifts, and now fwim lnioy,
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The world erelong a vvorJ of tearo muft weepe.
To whom thus //^j///of (hort joy bereft.

O pi'tti mdlhamc, th.it they who to Jive well
Enterd fo raire, fhould turn alide to tread

Paths indired", or in the inid way faint !

But ftill I fee the tenor of Mans woe
Holds on the fame, from Woman to begin.

630 From Mans effeminate flackneis it begins,
Saidth

J

Angel, who fliould better hold his place
By wifdome, and fuperiour gifts receavd.
But now prepare thee for another Scene.
He lookd and faw wide Territorie fpred

Before him, Towns, and rural works between,
Cities of Men with lofty Gates and Towrs,
Concourf in Arm*, fierce Faces threatning Warr,
Gums ofmightie Bone, and bould erjiprifc 5
Part wield thir Arms,part courb the foaming Steed,

640 j

Single or in Array of Battel rang'd
Both Horfe and Foot, nor idely muftring flood;Ore way a Band feleft from forage drives
A herd of Beeves, faire.Oxen and faire Kine
tromafat Meddow ground

b or fleecy Flock
Ewes and thir bleating. Lambs over the PlaintTbir Bootic

5 fcarce with Life the Shepherds fiveBut ca], In ^ whjch tacb a
pneras live,

(
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On each hand (laughter and gigantic deeds.

In other part the fcepter'd Haralds call

To Council in the Citie Gates : anon
Grey-headed men and grave,withWarriours mixt,
Aflemble, and Harangues are heard, but fooa
In faftious oppofition, till at lafi

Of middle Age one riling, eminent

In wife deport, fpake much of Right and Wrong,
Of Juftice, of Religion, Truth and Peace,

And Judgement from above: him old and young

Exploded, and had feiz/d with violent hands,

Had not a Cloud defcending fnatch'd him thence

Unfeen amid the throng : fo violence

Proceeded, and Oppreffion, and Sword-Law

Through all the Plain, and refuge none was found.

Adam was all in tears, and to his guide

Lamenting turnd full fad 5 O what are thefe,

Deaths Minifters, not Men, who thus deal Death

Inhumanly to men, and multiply

Tenthoufand fould the fin of him whoilew

His Brother 3 for of whom fuch maffacher

Make they but of thir Brethren, men of men?

But who was that Juft Man, whom had not Heavn

Refcud, had id his Righteoufnefs bin loir ?

To Whom thus^VW* Thefe are the produft

Of thofe ill-mated Marriages thou faw it S

Where good with bad were matcht, who of them-

Abhor,lioy« a„dbyiTud««» "*
Produce prodigious Births of bod e or

Such werfthefe Giants, men of high.renown 5

For in thofe dayes Might^ely^ll be adm.r a,

And Valour and Heroic Vertu call d

,
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To overcome in Battel, and fubdue-

Nations, and bring home fpoils with infinite

Man-Daughter, (hall be held the higheft pitch

Of human Glorie, and for Glorie done

Of triumph, to be ftyl'd great Conquerours,

Patrons of Mankiod, Gods,and Sons of Gods,

Deftroycrsrighrliercnlfd and Plagues, of men.

Thus Fame (hall be achieved, renown on Earth,

And what mod merits fame in filence hid.

But hee the feyenth from thee,whom thou beheldft

Theonely righteous in a World perverfe,

And therefore hated, therefore fo befet

With Foes for daring fingle to bejuft,

And utter odious Truth, that God would come
To judge them with his Saints: Him the mod High
Rapt in a balmie Cloud with winged Steeds -

Did,asthou fawft, receave, to walk with God
High in Salvation and the Climes of blifs,

Exempt from Death 3 to (hew thee vvhat reward
Awaits the good, the reft- what punifliment 5

Which now direct thine eyes and foon behold.
He look'd,8c faw the face of things quite chang'd}

The brazen Throat of Warrhad ceaft to roar,
All now was turn d to jollitie and game,
Toluxurieand riot, feaft and dance,
Marrying orproftituting, as befell ,

'

Rape or Adulterie, where paffrng faire
Allurd them b thence from Cups to civil Broiles,
At length a Reverend Sire among them came,
And of ithir doings great diflike declared,
Andteftihd againft thir waves* hee oft
Frequented thir Affemblies, wherefomer,.

Triumphs
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720
Triumphs or Feftivals, and to them preachd

Conversion and Repentance, as to Souls

iln prifon under Judgements imminent

:

JBut all in vain : which when he faw, he ceas'd

Contending, and remov'd his Tents farr off 5

(Then from the Mountain hewing Timber tall,

Began to build a Veflelof huge bulk, ,

Meafur'd by Cubit,length, & breadth, and highth >

Smeard round with Pitch, and in the fide a dore

Contriv'd, and of provifions laid in large

For Man and Beaft : when loe a wonder Itrange .

Of everie Beaft, and Bird, and In^ft (mall

Came fcavens, and pairs, and enterd in, as taught

Thir order 5 laft the Sire, and his three Sons

With thir four Wives^and God made faft the dore.

Meanwhile theSouthwind rofe,8c with black wings

Wide hovei ing,all the Clouds together drove

From under Heaven j the Hills to their fupplic

Vapour, and Exhalation duek and moift

Where luxurie late reign u,o
i ^
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TheendofalJ thy Ofspring , end fo fad,

Depopulation > thee another Floud,
Of tears and forrow a FJoud thee alfo drown'd,

And funk thee as thy Sons j till gently reard
By th' Angel, on thy feet thou ftoodftat lair,

Though comfortlefs, as when a Father mourns
His Childern, all in view deftroyd at once 5
And fcarce to th' Angel utterdft thus thy plaint.

/;i ° Vlfions ill forefeen ! better had I

7 I Liv'd ignorant of future, fo had borne
My part ofevil onely, each dayes lot
Anough to bear ; thofenow, that were difpenft
The burdli of many Ages, on me light
At once, by my foreknowledge gaining Birth
Abortive, to torment me ere thir being,
With thought that they muft be. Let no man feek
Henceforth to be foretold what (hall befall

770

780

Him or his Childern, evil he may be Aire,
Which neither his foreknowing can prevent,And hee the future evil fhall no lefs
In apprehenhon then in fubftance feel
Grievous to bear : but that care now is partMan « not whom to warne : thofefew efc

a

D 'tgmn and anguilh will at Jaft confume
P

Wandnng that watrie Defert : I had hope

WithlengthofhappvEhl
1

' Rea" would have

To

I '
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•

To w hom thus Mic hael.Thok whom laft thou fawft

In triumph and luxurious wealth, are they

Firft feen in afts of prowefs eminent

And great exploits
D
but of true vertu void ?

Who having ipilt much blood
3
and don muchwaftc

Subduing Nations, and aehievd thereby

Fame in the World, high titles, and rich prey,

Shalf change thir courfe to pleafure,eafe,and fioth.

Surfet, and luft, till wantonnefs and pride

Raife out of friendfoip hoftil deeds in Peace.

The conquerd alfo, and enflav'd by Warr

Shall with thir freedom loft all vertu loofe

Andfeareot God, from whom thir pietiefeign'd

In (harp conteft of Battel found no aide

Againft invaders } therefore coold in zeale

Thenceforth (hall praftice how to live fecure,

Worldlie or diffolute, on what thir Lords

Shall leave them to enjoys forth Earth (hall bear

More then anough, that temperance may be tn d :

So all (hall turn degenerate, all deprav d

Tuftice and Temperance, Truth and Faith forgot

,

Sic Man except, the onely Son of light

In a dark Age,againft^^%oM
Againft allurement, cuftom, and a World

790

80c
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Shall build a wondrous Ark, as thou beheldfr,
Tofave himfeJf and houfhoid from ainidft
A World devote to universal rack.
No fooner hee with them of Man and Beaft

,Sele<3- for life (hall in the Ark be lodg'd,
820 And (helterd round, but aJJ the Cataracb

Of Heav'/i fet open on the Earth lhall powre
Raine day and night, all fountaines of the Deep
Broke up, (hall heave the Ocean to ufurp
Beyond all bounds, till inundation rife
Above the higheft Hills : then (halJ this Mount
Of Paradife by might of Waves be moovd

S;
Ut

u° ,Jm
S
.

p,ace
' Pufhd by the "omed floud,

Withallhis verdure fpoii'd, and Trees adriftDown the great River to the op'ning Gulf,
And there take root an Hand fait and bare,The haunt ofSeaks and Ores, and Sea-mews clangTo teach thee that God attributes to place

g
No fan&tie, ifnone be thither brought
By Men who there frequent, or therein dwell.Andnow-*b* further Qlajj enfue, behold.

AsafttTthirft, which madeth .2 "*«'* %*"*
From Ibnding lake-to triortl

fl£TS fll™k
With fo(t foot towa d7 'h

PeTbbe
' *?» fto,e

f-isSluces,astheHeav-nl! *? P'
Who now had

[The Arkno^Zlo^l^T^' C^PJnotes, but feetas on ground
Faft
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Fa ft on the top of fom high mountain fixt.

And now the tops of Hills as Rocks appeer
I

With clamor thence the rapid Currents drive
Towards the retreating Sea thir furious tyde. 85
Forthwith from out the Arke a Raven flies,

And after him, the furer mtfienger,

A Dove fent forth once and agento fpie

Green Tree or ground whereon his foot may light
3

The fecond time returning, in his Bill

An Olive leafe he brings, pacific figne :

Anon drie ground appeers, and from his Arke

The ancient Sire defcends with all his Train
$

Then with uplifted hands, and eyes devout,

Grateful to Heav'n, over his head beholds

A dewie Cloud, and in the Cloud a Bow

Confpicuouswith three lifted colours gay,

Betok'ning peace from God, and Covenant new.

Whereat the heart of Adam erft fo fad -

Greatly rejoyed, and thus his joy broke forth.

O thou that future things canft rcprefent

As prefenr, Heav'nly infrrufter, I revive

At this laft fight, affur'd that Man (hall live

With all the Creatures, and thir feed preitrve.

Farr lefs I now lament for one whole World

Of wicked Sons deftroyd then Irejoyce

870

DTftended'a^ ^e Brow of God append

Orferve they as a Houne verge to bindc

T fluid skLof that fame watneC d

Lead it again diffolveand foowr the Earth .
To
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To whom th* Archangel. Dextroufly thouainyft3

So willingly doth God remit his Ire,

Though hire repenting him of Man depravU,
Grieved at his hearty when looking down he faw
The whole Earth filJ'd with violence, and alffleili
Corrupting each thirway

5 yet thofe remoov'd
Such grace fliall one juft Man find in his fight
That he relents, not to blot out mankind '

890

And makes a Covenant never to deftroy
The Earth again by flood, oor let the Sea
Surpafs his bounds, nor Rain to drown the World
With Man therein or Beaft 5 but when he brings
Over the Earth a Cloud, will therein fet

900

91c

H

His triple-colon r'd Bow, whereon to look
And call to mind his Cov'nant : Day and Nieht

It
C

n Tff u
d Han'^' Heat and hoary Froft '

Bor Itf fv
tCe

t
ti]

l
fire pUr«e a" thin§s new,Bot

h Heav n and Earth
5wherein the juft (hall dwell

InH a 'f
feen

r°
neW°rld be8in ™d end 3And Man as from a fecond ftock proceed

'

Much thou haft yet to fee, but I ^rceaVeThy mortal fight to faile; objeds divineMuft needs tmpaire and wearie humanfenfe •

With fome regard to what% i!!k*A- 3

.

assessSs^vS
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Oft facrificing Bullock, Lainb, or Rid;
With large Wine-offerings pour'd,and facred Feaft
Shal fpend thir dayes in joy unblam'd, and dwell
Long time in peace by Families andTribes
Under paternal rule 5 till one (hall' rife

Of proud ambitious heart, who not content
With fair equalitie, fraternal ftate,

Will arrogate Dominion undeferv'd

Over his brethren, and quite difpoffefs

Concord and law of Nature from the Earth 5 l9^°

Hunting (and Men not Beafts (hall be his game

With Warr and hoftile fnare fuch as refufe

Subje&ion to his Empire tyrannous :

A mightie Hunter thence he fhall be ftyl'd

Before the Lord, as in defpite of Heav'n,

Or from Heavn claming fecond Sovrantie }

hvd from Rebellion fhall derive his name.

Though of Rebellion others he accufe.^

Hee with a crew, whom like Ambition joyns

With him or under him to tyrannize, 93°

Marching from Eden towards the Weft, (hallhnde

The Plain, wherein a black bituminous gurge

Boiles^out from underground, the mouth otHell*

Of Brick, and of that (ruff they caft to build
^

-A Citie & T. wrcwhofetop may reach to Heav n

And getthemfelvesaname, leaftfcr diipcrlt

In foraicn Lands thir memone be lolt,

Regardlefs whether good or evil fame.

But God who oft defcends to yifit men

Unfeen,an<I through thir hahij^ wjto 9*

To mark thir doings them beholding

Gomes down to fee thir Cue, ere tht Tower^

.
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Obftruft Heav'n Tovvrs, and in derifion fets
Upon thir Tongues a various Spirit to rafe
Quite out thir Native Language, and inftead
To fow a jangling noife ofwords unknown :

Forthwith a hideous gabble rifes Joud
Among the Builders 5 each to other calls
Not understood, till hoarfe, and all in rage,
As rnockt they ftormj great laughter was in Heav'n
And looking down, to Tee the hubbub ftrange
And hear the din 5 thus was the building left
Ridiculous, and the work Confufion nam*d.
Whereto thus Adam fatherly difpleas'd.

Q execrable Son fo to afpire
Above his Brethren, to himfelf aflliming
Authontie ufurpt, from God notgiv'n-
He gave us onely over Beaft, Fi(h, Fowl

'

Dominion abfolute 5 that right we hold
By his donation j but Man over men
He made not Lord ; fuch title to himfelf

p \

Z

mh human Jeft from hu™n freeF
But this Ufurper his encroachment proud

sl
a

IeS D^°n
c
Man

'
to God Ms Tower intends

wlVe^
defianCC fetched man! what fiSd

Himfelf and his rail, Armie, where thin Aire

To whn
bT °fBreath

' ifnot °fBread ?

This^whSn^^- JuftIy^abhorr.A
Such tr^bTe brought *$?£** °9nen
RationalLibeSevi .^"'gf f̂ du
Since d»\SS3lZS**"?™ha»>

*

I

J>
.**

A • *-Ĥ
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VarakfTM Book

l w inn d, and from her hath no dividual beto* •

Reafon in man obfeur'd, or not ob yd
8 *

Immediately inordinate defires

From R*??
PaflT C^chthe Governmentfrom Reafon and to fcrvitude reduce

W?W K- ? fr
ee

'
Therefore fince h<* Permits

Within himfelf unworthie Powers to reign
Over freeiReafon, God in Judgement juft
Subjefts him from without to violent Lords

;

Who oft as undefervedly enthrall
His outward freedom : Tyranniemuft be,
Though to the Tyrant thereby no excufe.
Yet fomtimes Nations will decline fo low
From vertue, which is reafon, that no wrong.
But Juftice, and fome fatal curfe annext
Deprives them ofthir outward libertie,

Witnefs th' irreverent Son
Of him who built the Ark, who for the lhame
Don to hi9 Father, heard this heaviecurfc.

Servant of Servants, on his vitious Race.

Thus will this latter, as the former World,
Still tend from bad to worfe, till God at laft

Wearied with their iniquities, withdraw

Hisprefence from among them, and avert

His holy Eyes 5 refolving from thenceforth

To leave them to thir own polluted waye$5

And one peculiar Nation to feleft

From all the reft, ofwhomtbbeinvok'd,

A N <tion from one faithful man to fpring:

Him on this fide Euphrates yet refiding,

Bred up in Idol-worfhip 3 O that men
S f 2

>
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1020

(Cantfthou believe?) mould befoftupid erovvn
While yet the PatriarkliVd,who fcaptfthe Flood'
As to forfake the living God, and fall

}

To vvorfhip thir own work in Wood and Stone
For Gods

!
yet him God the moft High voutfifr.

To call by Vifion from his Fathers houfe
Hjs kindred and fajfe Gods, into a Land

'

Which he will Ihew him, and from him will raifeA mightie Nation, and upon him fhowre
H's benedidhon fo, that in his Seed
All-Nationsmaii bebleft 5 heertraigbtobevs
Not knowing to what Land, yet firm believes •

f fee him, but thou canft not, with what FaithHe leaves his Gods, his Friends, and native SoileVr of Chalets paffing now the Ford
*

lo Hara»
t after him a cumbrous Train

Of Herds and Flocks, and numerous fervitudeNot wandring poor, buttruftingall his wealth
'

Gift to h,s Progenie of all that Land •

From Hamath Northward to the r>fert <!„ ,1(Things by thir mnv><: I ™n l ^T^ 1* South
From LI* iSS h'eg tW?

h
a
yetTam '

d>
Mount Htrmn

t yonder Sef elh, I
S^

Jj
Profped, as.^ointthen ;Tn

h^ behoJd
thefhoare

Shall dwell to **»,v *kTi ' .
nis Sons

tionsof the Earth

Shall

•• _
' 1

I

mw f A
^A

Paradife lofl. 10.Book
Shall in his Seed be bleffed 5^y that Seid
Is meant thy great deliverer, who (hall bruife
1 he Serpents head ; whereof to thee anon
Plainher (ball be reveald. This Patriarch bleftyWhomfaithful Abraham due time (hall call,
A Son, and of his Son a Grand-childe leaves,
Like him in faith, inwifdom, and renown ,

The Grandchilde with twelve Sons increaft,departs
From Canaan, to a Land hereafter call'd

Egypt* divided by the River NiU'->

See where it flows^ difgorgingat feaven mouthes
Into the Sea ; to fojourn in that Land
He comes invited by a yonger Son
In time of dearth, a Son whofe worthy de^ds
Raife him to be the fecond in that Realme
Otpharao: there he dies, and leaves his Race
Growing into a Nation, and now grown
Sufpefted to a fcquent King, who feeks

Tpftopthir overgrowth, as inmate guefts

Too numerous 5 whence of guefts he makes them

Inhofpitably, and kills thir infant Males : ((laves

Till by two brethren fthofe two brethren call

CMcfes and Aaron) fent from God to claime

His people from enthralment, they return

With glory and fpoileback to thir promis'dLand.

But firft the laiwkfs Tyrant, who denies
.

To know thir God, or meflage to regard,

Mud be compelld by Signcs and Judgements dire 5

j

To blood united the Rivers mufi be turnd,

Frog:, Lice and Flies mud all his Palace till

'With loath'd intrufion, and fill all theland »

His Cartel muft of RotandMurren die,

I

1040

i

+

1050

i

MS

H

1060

IO70



Paradife
/oft.

Botches and blaine^ftlin^fldhln^oT^
And nil fa people 5 Thunder mjxt with H leHai/emixt with fire mull ren^ !,• ,- 5'
And wheel on th' Eanh l)Z

hgJ
l
ttan Skie

What it devour not Her T? Where k rouIs>

A dark/on, CloXf'lSS2S? °r Graine
>

MmH-ptj- ««j l
/LUllb

* tannine down

'^Divided,
t ilJhS rclS/e/f0t

?
ftand

^uch wondriu FOter r
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ftoar -'

T
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nt ** lend,

Before them in r! j
geJ

?
vvho ft<^ goe

B>' ^y a Cloud hv '
3nd Pil]ar of Fke

Toguide them Jn I -

g,,t a PiJ,ar of Fire

tecra ZetLctrtt" e.^
'/

Over
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Over the Sea
5 thTslThiTRodo^TOn th,r imbattelld ranks the Waves re urnAnd overwhelm thir Warr: theR ce e l

S

Through the wilde Defert, not the readieft wavLeaft entnng en t he Canaamte allarmd
*'

Warr terr.fie them inexpert, and feare
Return them back to;^, choofing rathej
Inglorious life with fervitude; for lifeTo noble and ignoble is more fweet
Untraind in Armes, where raftneis leads not onThis alfo fhall they gain by thir delay
In the wide Wildernefs, there they (hall found
Thir government, and thir great Senate choofe
Through the twelveTribes,to rule byLaws ordaind:
God from the Mount of Sinai, whofe gray top
Shall tremble, he defending, witf himfelf
In Thunder Lightning and loud Trumpets found
Ordaine them Lawesj part fuch as appcrtaine
To civil Juftice, part religious Rites
Of facrifice, informingthem, by types
And (hadowes, of that deftind Seed to bruife
The Serpent, by what meanes he (hall achieve

Mankinds deliverance. But the voice ofGod
To mortal eare is dreadful j they befeech

That Mofet might report to them his will,

And terror ceafe 5 he grants them thir defire,

Inftrufred that to God is no accefs

Without Mediator, whofe high Office now

1 100
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Of great Mejfiab (hall fing. Thus Laws and Rites

Eftablifbr, fuch delight hath God in Men
Obedient to his will, that he voutfafes

Among them to fet up his Tabernacle,

The holy One with mortal Men to dwell

:

By his prescript a Sanftuary is fram'd

Ot Cedar, overlaid with Gold, therein

An Ark, and in the Ark his Teftimony,
The Records of his Cov'nant, overthefe

1150

1160

AMercie-featof Gold between the wings
Of two bright Cherubim, before him burn
Seaven Lamps as in a Zodiac reprefenting

The Heav'nly fires 5 over the Tent a Cloud
Shall reft by Day, a fierie gleame by Night,
Save when they journie, and at length they come,
CondUted by his Angel to the Land
Promisd to Abraham and his Seed: the reft

Were long to tell, how many Battels fought.
How many Kings deftroyd, and Kingdoms won.
Or how the Sun (hall in mid Heav n ftand ftill

A day entire, and Nights due courfe adjourne,
Mans voice commanding, Sun in Gibeon ftand,
And thou Moon in the vale of Ai&lon^
Till ifrad overcome 5 fo call the third
From Abraham, Son of jfaac, and from him
His whole defcent, who thus (hall Canaan win.

'

Here ^rfa/winterpos'd. O fent from Heav'n,
Lnhghtncr of my darknefs, gracious things
Thou haft reveald, thofe chiefly which concerne
lull Abraham and his Seed : now firft I finde

FW?TS

'T °P
'

ning
>
and ™y heart ™ch eas'd,

brwhileperplext with thoughts what would becom
Of
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Of mee and all Mankind
y but now I fte

His day, in whom all Nations ihall be bleftfavour unmerited by me, who fought '

Forbidd n knowledge by forbidd n means.
This yet I apprehend not, why to thofe
Among whom God will deigne to dwell
So many and fo various Laws aregivnj
So many Laws argue fo many fins

Amongthem 5 how can God with fuch refide ?

To whom thus Michael. Doubt not but that fin

Will reigrt among them, is ofthee begot l -

And therefore Was Law giv^rrthem to evince
Thir natural pravitie, by ftirring up
SinagainftLawto fight $ that vrhen they fee

Law can difcover fin, but not remove,
Save by thofe fhadmvie expiations weak,
The bloudof Bulls and Goats, they may conclude

Some bloud more precious muft be paid for Man,

Juftfor unjuft,that in fuchrighteoufnefs

To them'by Fait-f imputed, they may finde

Juftification totvirds 1 >d. and peace

Of Confciehce, \\ r ich e Law by Ceremonies

Cannot appeafc, nor M -the moral part

Perform, and no' pd bittg cannot live.

So Law appear Ppeifet, but giv'n

Withpurpofcto then time

Up tocai better Gov'i nt/difcij

FromfhadowieTyp toTruth,fu Fleflito Spirit

1—ofitipn of-ftrift Latf.« *-" p

1170
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irge Grace, ft rvilfear
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T , .l>o s of Law to <sot Faith

(hall not Mofes, though ofGod
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Highly bejov'd, being but the Mjnifter
1200 Of Law, his people into Canaan lead \

But Jo/bna whom the Gentiles Jefut call,

His Name and Office bearing, whofliallqueil
Theadverfarie Serpent, and bring back
Through the worlds wiJdernefs long wanderd m
Safe to eternal Paradife of reft.

Meanwhile they in thir earthly Canaan plac't
Long time (hall dwell and profper, but when fins
National interrupt thir public peace,
Provoking Gpd to raife them enemies J

From whom as oft he faves them penitent
By Judges firft, then under Kings s of whom
The feeond, both for pietierenownd
And puiffant deeds, a promife fhaJI receive ,

Irrevocable, that his Regal Throne
For ever (hall endure > thelike Ihall fin?
All Prophecie, That of the Royal Stock
Of David (fo l namethisKing) fhallrife
A Son, the VVomans Seed to thee foretold

.2 i0 | au'ni
t0 Abr

f
b**> as in whomfhall truft•«• All Nations, and to Kings foretold, ofKings

U30

Hf ,nf fn .u , "' *"u ocner tau ts

Thir

| |

-.i

x

Vr\ ut'-
h
r
S TcfP,e

.
and his holy Ark

With all his (acred things, a fcorn and preyTo that proud Citie, whofe high Walkthou faw'ft
Lett in confuhon, Babylon thence calPd.
There in captiviiie he lets them dwell

"

Thefpaceof feventieye-irs.thenbringsthemback
Kemembrmg mercie, and his Cov'nant fworn
To David, ftablifhr as the dayes of HeaVn.
Returnd from 2^/0/2 by leave of Kings
Thir Lords, whom God difpos'd, the houfe ofGod
Theyfirft re-edifie, and for a while
In meaneftate live moderate, till grown
In wealth and multitude, fa&ious they grow 3

But firft among the Priefts diffenfion fprings.

Men who attend the Altar, and (hould moft
Endeavour Peace : thir ftrife pollution brings

Upon the Temple it felf ; at laft they feife

The Scepter, and regard not Davids Sons,

Thenloofeit to a ftranger, that the true

Anointed KingMeJfiah might be born

Barr'd of his right 5 yet at his Birth a Starr

Unfeen before in Heav'n proclaims him com.

And guides the Eaftern Sages, who enquire

His place, to offer Incenfe, Myrrh, and Gold ;

His place of birth a folemn Angel tells

To fimple Shepherds, keeping watch by night 3

They gladly thither hafte, and by a Quire

Offquadrond Angels hear his Carol fung.

A Virgin is his Mother, but his Sire

The Power of the moft High 5 he (hall afcend

The Throne hereditaria, and bound his Reign

Withearth9widebounds,hisglorywkhtheHeav'ns.

T t 2
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Alone fulfill the Law
5 thy punifliment

He (hall endure fcy coming in the FJefliTo a reproachful life and curfed death
Proclammg Life to all who (hall believe
In his redemption, and that his obedience
Imputed becomes theirs by Faith, his meritsTo fave them, net thir own, though J CR al worksFor this he fhall live hated, be blafphem'd
SeisM on by force, judged, and to death condemndA ihameful and accurft, naild to the Crofs
By Ins own Nation, flaine for bringing Life 3
But to the Crofs he nailes thy Enemas,
The Law that is againft thee, and the fins

Ofall inankinde, with him there crucifi'd,

Never to hurt them more who rightly truft
In this his fatisfa&ion :> fo he dies.

But foon revives. Death over him no power
Shall long ufurp , ere the third dawning light

Returue^ the Starres of Morn (hall fee him rife

Out of his grave, frefh as the dawning light

,

Thy ranfom paid,which Man from death redeems.,

His death for Man, as many asefferd Life

Negle&not, and the benefit imbrace

By Faith not void of worker: this God-like aft

Annuls thydoom.thedeath thou fhouldfthavedy'd,

In fin for ever loft from life 5 this aft

Shall bruife the headofftrtt*, cruth his ftrength

^Defeating Sin and Death,his two maine armes,
-

And fix farr deeper in his head thir flings

Then temporal death (hall bruife the Victors heel,

Or theirs whom he redeems, a death like deep,

A gentle wafting to immortal Life.

Nor
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Replete with joy and wonder thusrepli'd
Ogoodnefs infinite, goodnefs imnfenfe !That al

I

this good ofevil (hall produce,
And evil turn to good 5 more wonderful
1 hen that which by creation firft brought forth
Light out of darknefs! full of doubt I Lid
Whether I (hould repent me now of (In
By mee done and occafiond, or rejoyce
Much more, that much more good thereof (hall
1 o God more glory,more good will toMen(fpring,
trom God, and over wrauth grace (hall abound.
But fay, if our deliverer up toHeav'n
Muftreafcend, what will betide the tew
His faithful, left among th' unfaithful herd.
The enemies of truth 5 who then (hall guide
Hb people, who defend > will they not deale

|.
Worf with his followers then with him they dealt i

Be fure they will/aid th' Angela but from Heav'n
Hee to his own a Comforter will fend,

The promife ofthe Father, who (hall dwell

His Spirit within them, and the Law of Faith

Working through fove,upon thir hearts (hall write.

To guide them in all truth, and alfo arme

With fpiritual Armour, able to refifl:

h his fierie darts,

1360

>
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Satansa faults; and qu

What Man can do againft them, not affraid,

Though to the death, againft fuch cruelties

With inward confolations recompenc't,

And oft fupported fo as (hall amaze

Thir proudeft perfecufcers : for the Spirit

Powrdfirfton his Apoftles, whom he fends

1380

To evangelize the Nations, then on all

i:

Baptiz'd,
139*
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Baptiz'd, (hall them with wondrous 6l . l0 vimuc
Tofpeak aJJ Tongues, and do a]l Miracles,
As did thir Lord before them. Thus they win
Great numbers of each Nation toreceave
With joy the tidings brought fromHeav'n:at length
Thir Mmiftry perform 'd, and race well run
Thir dodrine and thir ftory written left '

They die 5 but in thir room, as they forewarne,

I I wu ^ff^f* f<" teachers,grievousWolves
i4co; Who all the facred myfreries of Heav'n

'

To thir own vile advantages ftalj turneOflucre and ambition, and the truth
With fuperftitions and traditions taint,
Leftonely mthofe written Records pure,

fhStebUt
r
by

,

the Sp,
'

rit Un«ood.Then Ihall they.feek to avail themfeW of name,Places and tales, and with thefe to iolne
'

Secular power though feigning ft|jUo

e

aft

/4IG

J42C

His confort Liber ' e whT, '^ binde

pciTecutionfhiJJarile
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Paradife
Book 10.

Part,

On all who m the worfliip perfevere
Of Spirit and Truths the reft, ftrr arP„
Will deem in outward Rite and Lri. /"'
Religion fatisfi'd 5 TruthElS ^^
Beftuck vv ith flandrous darts, and works of FaithRarely be found : fo (hall the World goe onTo good malignant, to bad men b?riu>ne '

Under her own waight groaning, tilltheday
Appeerot reipirationto the juft,
And vengeance to the wicked, at'returm
Of him fo lately promifs'd to thy aid,
The Womans feed, obfeurely then foretold •

Now amplier known thy Saviour and thy Lord
Laft in the Clouds from Henv'n to be reveald

'

In glory ofthe Father, to diilolve

Satan with his perverted World, thenraife
From theconflagrant mafs, purgdand refin'd,
New Heav'ns, new Earth, Ages of endlefsdate
Founded in righteoufnefs and peace andlove,
To bring forth fruits Joy and eternal Biifs.

He ended 5 and thus^/,*w laftreply'd.

How foon hath thy prediftion, Seer bleft,

Mcafur*d this transient World, the Race of tin e
3

Till time ftand fixt : beyond is albbyfs,

Eternitie
3 whofeend no eye can reach.

Greatly inftrufted I fhall hence depart,

Greatly in peace of thought, and have my fill

Of knowledge, what this velTelcan containe3

Beyond which was my folly ro afpire.

Henceforth I learne, that to obey is beft,

And love with feare the onely God, to walk
As in his prefence3 ever to obferve,

V v His
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His providence, and on him fole depend^
Merciful over aJI his works, with good
Still overcoming eviJ, andbyfmall
Accomplifhing great things, by things deemd weak
/Subverting worldly ftrong, and worldly wife

ty*o
\
By (imply meek 5 that fuffering for Truths fake

'Is fortitude to higheft viftorie,

And to the faithful Death the Gate of Life 3
Taught this by his example whom I now

I

Acknowledge my Redeemer ever bleft.

To whom thus aJfo th' Angel lad: repli'd :

This having learnt, thou haft attaind the fumme,
Of wifdom 3 hope no higher, though all the Starrs -

Thou knewft by name, and all th' ethereal Powers
All fecrets of the deep, all Natures works,

'

,47
°l?

r

J
W

?,
rk

,

s ofP°d *n Heav'n, Air, Earth, or Sea,

. ,

"^
' "

'-' World enjoyd ft,

And all the rule, one Empire 3 onely add
Deeds to thy knowledge anfwerable, add Faith,
Add Vertue, Patience, Temperance, add Love,
By name tocomecall'd Charitie, the foul
Ur all the reft : then wilt thou not be loath

•4S0

Tol^ave this Paradife, but Oialtpoffefs
A Paradife within thee, happier farr.
j£t us defcend now therefore from this topOt Speculation

3 for the hour nrecife
F

ga*i rpwbg-hcnct, and fee the Guards,

hfiSSi
at whofe Frdnt6 fc«4wd >

Wfc£,^
r

f
move3^vc* fiercely round

5

1

Cr aJf° ' w"hgentJc Dream have caJnYd

Portending.

p difearadi e 10Book
Portenuing good, and allheVTpiritscompos'd
To meek fubmiffion : thou at feafon fit

Let her with thee partake what thou haft heard
Chiefly what may concern her Faith to know '

The great deliverance by her Seed to come •

'

("For by the Womans Seed) on all Mankind.
That ye may live, which willbe many dayes,
Both in one Faith unanimous though fad,
With caufe for evils paft, yet much more cheer'd
jWithmeditationonthe happie end.

He ended, and they both defcend the Hill

Defcended, Adam to the Bowie where Eve
Lay fleeping ran before, but found her wak't}
And thus with words not fad (lie him receav'd.

Whence thou returnft^Sc whither wenttfy know
For God is alfo in deep, and Dreams advife,

Which he hath fent propitious, fome great good
Prefacing, fince with forrow and hearts diftrefs

Wearied I fell aflecp; but now lead on 3

Tn mee is no delay 3 with thee togoe,

Is to ftay here 3 without thee here to ftay.

Is to go hence unwilling 3 thou to mee
Art all things under Heavn, all places thou.

Who for my wilful crime art baniflit hence.

This further confolation yet fecure

I carry hence 3 though all by mee is loft,

inch favour I unworthie am voutfafir,

By meethePromis'd S-edfliall all reftore.

So fpake our Mother Eve, and Adam heard
^

Well pleas'd, but anfwer'd not 5 for now too nig

Th' Archangel ftood, and from the other Hill

Fo thir fixt Station, all in bright array

1490
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Cherubim defcended ^> on the ground
jjso'Glidingmeteorcus, asEv'ning Miff

'Rii'n from .1 River o're the marifh glides,
And g ground raft at the Labourers heel
Homeward returning. High in Front advanc't
The brandiflit Sword ofGod before them blaz'd
Fierce as a Comet 5 which with torrid beat
And vapour as the Libyan Air aduO

' '

Began to parch that temperate Ciime
•'

whereat
In either hand the haftning Angel caught '

Our lingnng Parents, and to th' EaftemGate-
U3G I ed them d,redr, and down the Cliff as feft

'Jo the fnb;e<ffed Plainer then dllappeer'd.
They Jookmg back, all th' Eaftern fide beheldOfParadife, fo late thir happie feat
Way'd over by that flaming Brand/the Cate
tt ;th dreadful Faces throng* and fierie Armes •

Son, natural tears they drop'd
5but wip'd them fooirThe World was all before them, whereto choofe'

U

54

Ihir place ofreft, and Providence thir guide •

They hand ,n hand with wandringfteps and flow,Through Ede»took thir folitarie way

THE END
&
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