EH111: College Writing
Spring 2008 

Professor Adam Crowley

English Department 

302 Peabody Hall

crowleya@fc.husson.edu
Meeting Time:
MWF 10-1050 

Location: 

PEAB-216
Course Description:

This introductory course in college writing is required to facilitate expression of students’ ideas across all disciplines of study.  Its aim is to cover the foundations of writing as a process in a variety of genres with certain emphasis placed on the techniques and conventions of logic and argument.  The format is a workshop environment with continuous instructor and peer evaluation designed to develop strategies for improving specific steps in the composition process, from pre-writing and topic development to revision and editing.  Satisfactory course completion depends on a three-piece portfolio submitted at semester’s end, four formal essays and the revisions that make them, as well as various informal writing assignments.

EH 111 is designed with the following outcomes in mind for all students: 

· To foster skills in reading, interpretation and critical thinking

· To develop a working knowledge of rhetorical and argumentative strategies  

· To demonstrate a variety of research methods that support effective writing   

· To teach various components of the writing process

· To understand the conventions of different audiences and communities

Required Texts:
 Axelrod and Cooper
The ST. MARTIN’S GUIDE to Writing; Eighth Edition (Short);
Required Technology:

*  FirstClass email account

*  Reliable Internet access

ASSESSMENT
Formal Essays……………..………………………………………………….60%

Informal Writing Assignments………………………………………………..25%

Engagement………………………………………….......................................15%

Portfolio…………………………………………………………………….Pass/Fail

Final Exam………………………………………………………………… Pass/Fail
Essays (60%):  You will be required to write four essays over the course of the semester, each four to five pages in length, which accounts for the bulk of your work and ultimately, your grade.  These essays will require a demonstration of your ability to accomplish written forms of narration, exposition, and argumentation, as well as a significant amount of library research (with proper source documentation).  You will be required to write multiple drafts of each essay until a satisfactory grade is reached.  When you hand in the final copy of your essay, you will need to hand in all drafts which contributed to the completion of the assignment.
Informal writing (25%):  These regular exercises will inform you on our readings and will comprise a significant portion of the peer-review element of the revision process.  These assignments range from brainstorming charts and annotated bibliographies to critiques of yours and other’s writing.  They will occur both in-class and out of class, and cannot be made up if missed.
Engagement (15%):  Engagement is a measure of multifarious factors including but not limited to: promptness, preparedness, dedication, effort, and regular participation in classroom discussions and activities. In order to succeed, both in school and in life, you must be able to speak intelligently and confidently on a topic and be able to contribute to the learning of others as well as yourself.  In addition, you must consider your progress as a student to be a top priority.  
Final Portfolio Review (Pass/Fail):  At the end of the semester, you will submit a final portfolio of three essays (clean copies without instructor’s name).   At least one of these must include secondary sources.  The portfolio is accompanied by a cover letter that explains how its contents meet the course outcomes.  It will be evaluated by a committee of readers from the English Department.  You must pass this departmental portfolio review and receive an overall minimum grade of C to pass the course.

ATTENDANCE
EH 111 is a workshop course, which means you will be spending a substantial amount of in-class time working on writing, both yours and that of your peers.  For this reason, among others, you will be required to attend this class regularly and promptly in order to pass.  Most of the time, if you show up more than a few minutes late, you will be marked absent.  Each absence beyond three (3) will result in a full letter docked from your final grade. Please note: this means even if you are a B+ student with five absences, you will be repeating this course. Furthermore, in compliance with Husson’s campus-wide attendance policy, missing more than 20% of the classes will result in automatic failure.  
DUE DATES
Papers are due in person at the beginning of class on the day specified.  They must meet all the requirements listed on the writing prompt, including those of length and format. Unless they are first drafts, all papers must be accompanied by the most recent draft.   Late papers will receive a penalty of one third of a grade for each class period that passes, assessed from the final grade of the paper.  All revisions are due within one week of the receipt of the paper. Late papers can be turned in no later than one week after the due date. Failure to do so will result in a grade of F on the paper, and you will lose the chance to revise.
ELECTRONICS
Technology has become inextricably linked to many aspects of today’s society, but in the classroom it often remains a distraction.  Laptops and other QWERTY devices are allowed on Workshop days for revision purposes only, otherwise please leave them out of sight or behind.  Other electronic devices such as cell phones and MP3 players are prohibited and their presence and use will result in a zero engagement grade for that class meeting.  If the offense is repeated it can result in absences, even if you are technically present.

ACADEMIC HONESTY

You are expected to conform to Husson College’s rules for academic honesty (listed in the course catalog page 33).  This means that you will not falsify data, use work from other courses, or plagiarize.  Plagiarism, which is often misunderstood, is defined as presenting someone else’s writing or ideas as your own.  Doing so is a form of academic misconduct that seriously undermines the intellectual pursuits of this college and your instructor and, because of this, is severely punished.  It is grounds for immediate failure and even expulsion from school.  Please do not attempt this, it is far better to see me with problems you have than to try to cheat.

THE WRITING CENTER

The campus Writing Center is a resource all students should use to help improve their writing. The writing tutors the center employs can help you invent, organize, and revise your documents to meet the specific requirements established during class. Take the time to become familiar with this resource and use it regularly. Please note: set up an appointment with a tutor at least 2 days before the assignment is due, and bring 2 copies of your paper with you to the tutoring session.  Hours: M-F: 9-4 by appointment.  Peabody Hall #304; Email: writingcenter@husson.edu OR Phone ex: 1097

YouTube: I will regularly post class reviews on YouTube at the following website: http://www.youtube.com/profile?user=ProfessorCrowley. These reviews are intended to serve as course outlines, and are ABSOLTULY not intended as substitutes for attending class. Typically, YouTube updates will be posted by the end of the business day. All updates for this course will begin with the Prefix Eh111MWF and will be followed by the date, minus slash marks. For example, the update for Jan 16 2008 would be Eh111MWF01162008. Please feel free to post your own responses. For those of you unfamiliar with YouTube, be advised that I have no control over any YouTube content other than the content I post. If you would like to subscribe to these postings (free e-mail updates) please let me know. This is an experimental aspect of the course, and my hope is that it will prove very useful to students as they sit down to write. You can think of these posts as “virtual office hours.” 

**This document may change at any point during the semester.  I will notify you immediately of any such changes**
Schedule of Readings and Assignments

	 Week One

16 Diagnostic
18 Course Overview and Introductions.

	

	Week Two
M 21 Class: Narrative Strategy
          Read: 79-85; 570-72

	W 23 Class: The Remembered EVENT
          Read: 71-75

	F  25  Class: The Remembered Event first Draft Due
          Read: Guide 100-108  


	Week Three
M 28  Class: Conferences
           Read: 611-625

	W 30  Class: Conferences

	           Read: 627-654

F    1   Class: Conferences

	Week Four
M  4  Class: Second Draft of The Remembered Event Due

	           Read: 201-233

W  6  Class: Library Research

	F    8  Class:  Library Research Conversation
           Read: 234-249 and 709-746

	Week Five
M 11 Class: Prewriting and topic generation: Explaining a Concept

	       Read: 249-258

W 13 Class: Explaining a Concept, First Draft Due

	       Read: 655-676

F   15  Class: Reflection  

	Week Six
M 18 TBA

	W 20 Class: Using Sources
          Read: 747-760

	F   22  Class: Acknowledging Sources

	          Read: 760-773
Week Seven
M 25 Class: Explaining a concept, second draft due
          Read: 261-295

	W 27 Class: Workshop

	F 29 Class: Library Research: Arguing a Position
         Read 296-313

	Week Eight
M 17 – Workshop for resources
              Read: 677-692

	W 19 Class: Line of Reason and arguing a point

	F  21 Class: Arguing a Position: first draft due; workshop

	         Read: 781-790
Week Nine
M 24 Class: Logical Fallacies and Support Problems

	W 25 Class: Counterarguments
          Read 331-346

	F 28 Class: Counterarguments

	Week Ten 
M 31  Class: Arguing a position; second draft due
         Read: 329-355

	W 2 Class: Reflection
        Read: 356-370

	F 4  Class: Library Research: Proposing a Solution
       Read 371-379



A syllabus for the rest of the semester will be issued during week THREE. I like to take a few weeks to get to know that class and judge its strengths and weaknesses before I complete the syllabus. If you have any questions about dates during this period, please let me know. I will be happy to provide them. A Final Exam will be held during finals week, and I will update you on the date and time as soon as the Husson schedule is released. 
