
ANSWEtSTO
AME 12.1

TRADE IllililtS^S . ^
W^ f

.

INTETSVIEM^wiih
THE

PIRST AMCRICAN
TRADE UNION

<^ I I
0ELE6ATION^



WORKERS LIBRARY NO. 3



w 9

<
CO
H
O

n
o
o

^ o

I
>

o
t^

^

td

r
o

Q
D
>

I

X

>

ŝ
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^Mifti^

Som^e fnemhers of the American Trade Union Delegation in Russia interviewing Secretary Dogadov of the

Q, C. T. U.—^Standing (left to right): Robt, W. Dunn, Miss Ginsberg (Interpreter), Jaa. W. FUzpatric^k^

Frank L, Palmer, Seated: Paul H. Douglas, Jas, H. Maurer, John Brophy, Albert F. Coyle, Belenky
(Chairman Wa^e Dept., Central Council Trade Unions U. S. S. ROj Lees (Forel^^n Relations Dept.,

C C T. U.)j Yajrlom (Post and Telegraph Workers, U. S. S. R.)i Dogadov, Secretary C. C. T. U,}

Le?lis Interpreter.
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X D ^ O-

^ £

^ S £.

^H
^ o

C/3 ^ p- i^

^ ^ 3^ E^* ?d
Q ^ --

^ O !=^ O PJ O t:^

O

^'

W

f^ i



<rq

^- B
^ 2 ^ r.

h^ 53 d n

*^ P ^ a>

B ^

O

t^ ^.
o ^
fH

^ ^ ja o

EJT n'^
P

<l o i^

'-' n ^
ffq S ^_

c/3 ^

P- o
o p
^ 3

Ea 'Td

I %

m

o

g 3.

O

pu P- ^

:4- ^ n
o

S- 3
•^ I—

I

> fi- ^
3 S^ ^
Cl) D O
::!. !v "*

o ^ ?o

g ^ p:

o

3-
HJ 5 n>

i. cr 3

^ ^' 5

p- 3 > ^ B-

OV5
o ^

^ —o- d^
hs i

3

^ s a. s^ o

c/:^ ^ 2.

h:j o

§- re

P >d ^ >^ • H 3

2 o 3-
^ £- c/. S
p- p- •

h^ p-

p-
O

o

o
> t
3 n

o ^
^ ^'
a> crq

r» ^

en

a> crq

O O

3 i:^ ^

^ O- 3

^ 3

^^

S^ o



Ct ?J

a. 1-f ::;

o 3

5

O <Ti

v!3- O
n ^ ^

o'

W"

CO ^

o
B

n ;^ o ^
O n>

o a-

B o

- ^

o

tJ^' Ir:^ H^

en *ii so

9 D f^O X r+
1-;. ^ HJ

>^ W ^'
XI a:.

ri £-'"

" a. O

^ S 3
^ B g
r& - nl.
p - C/5

im h3t !" td

rO cn cn <l3 r&

'^. ^ hi

^ ^ ^
:. O

f ?

o <! <:

i^ 3- §-

I—- ^ s
5^ 3 n

o
o

n> o

3 eg

tr' o t^ n»

^ O

f^ ;4 ^ tir tt

3. o-

a-

3

crq

IS-

a?

o'

P- fD

s : b

^ 3
f^ o ^ o^

^

- ffq
3 :?;£s

crq

crq

B ^ 3

o

cJ? o M r£:
n> n? f!^ (—

.

a; P

14'^

^ y
s <^^

p

n> O r+
. o ^
3- ^

c« C >-j

pj d

d
S^ r^ ^ <^ n- fn

3

M



STALIN'S QUESTIONS
TO THE DELEGATION
AND ITS REPLIES



TO AMERICAN TRADE UNIONISTS 51

Stalin: If the delegation is not too tired, I would ask it

to permit me to put several questions, (Delegation agrees).

Question L tiow do you account for the small
percentage of American workers [organized in trade

unions? I think there are about 17 million industrial

workers in America (the delegates explain that there

are from 18 to 19 million industrial workers^. I think

that about 3 ^^nillions are organized. {Delegates ex-

plain that the American Federation of Labor has a

mefnbership approximately of 3 million and that be-

sides these about a half million workers are organized

in other unionsy so that taken together 5/^ million

workers are organized.) Personally I think that the

proportion of American workers organized in trade

unions is very smalL In the U. S. S. R. 90% of all

the proletarians in the country are organized in trade

unions.

I would like to ask the delegation whether it regards

this small percentage of organized workers as a good
thing. Does not the delegation think 'that this small

percentage is an indication of the weakness of the

American proletariat and of the weakness of its weapon
in the struggle against the capitalists in the economic
field?

Brophy: The small membership of trade unions is to be

explained not by the bad tactics applied in the labor organiza-

tions but by the general economic conditions prevailing in

the country, which do not stimulate the whole mass of the

workers to organize. These favorable economic conditions

restrict the necessity of the working class to fight against the

capitalists. Of course, these conditions will change. And
simultaneously with the change in these conditions, the trade

unions will grow and the whole of the trade union movement
will proceed along a different path,

Douglas: I agree with the explanation given by the previ-

ous speaker. To that I add however, that first of all, it is

necessary to bear in mind that wages in the United States
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NEWS FROM TRADE UNIONS
FROM SOVIET RUSSIA

npHE DAILY WORKER is a daily, sure

source of accurate labor news. From the

shop and trade unions^ from dependable labor news

channels of all kinds^ the Daily Worker receives

and presents news to give American workers infor-

mation on every event of interest to Labor.

From Soviet Russia—^special correspondence by

cable and mail—and worker correspondence from

the fieldSj factories and mines serves to inform our

readers of the progress of the world's first workers*

government.

These are only two of the outstanding features

of many that make

The daily WORKER
^^The National Labor Daily ^^

IN NEW YORK
Per year $8.00

Six months 4.50

Three months 2.S0

OUTSIDE NEW YORK
Per year ^ .$6.00

Six months 3*5

Three months 2»50

33 First Street New York, N, Y.
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