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RANGE RIDER
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Though the white man's telegraph lines

relayed the news of General George Custer's

massacre with lightning speed to the civil-

ized world, it was known in the Indian lod-

ges from the Little Big Horn country to the

short grass Plains of the Southwest before it

could be printed in frontier newspapers.

Pawnee scouts, on their way to Custer's aid,

read of it in puffs of smoke that rose against

the blue sky, and Ihey turned back, saying:

"No use. Custer dead."

The Crow scout, Curley, sole survivor of

the greai massacre, carried the tragic

from the battlefield -and smoke signals re-

layed it across the land. However, the

Indians' frontier telegraph was not operated

by spreading a blanket over a fire and re-

3easing puffs of smoke, as is popularly
believed.

According to the Plains tribes, separate

fires were used. When each blaze was
smothered under a quantity of green stuff

thrown upon it, a column of white smoke
rolled skyward. Another blaze was -thus

THE FLYING A'S RANGE RIDER. No. 2, Jum-AuE.. 1953.
!".; Gtorse T. De ln<:™-w. Jr.. Projitli-nl; HM "

'

made to smoke a minute later; and so t

until the message was telegraphed.

Keen Indian eyes could read

message from great distances, and quickly

relay it ori to more distant points. In this

way, Indian messages were relayed faster

than a modern car can travel.
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FOLKS WHO PON'T
PUT THEIR CA5H IN
THE SANK PESERVE
TO LOSE \T!



NOT YET.' BUT WE ^\|
SMlPFEC TWEEE HUNPE£7
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PEIME CEITTECS LAST
WE.E.K,' TWECASH FOR'E/A
IS COMING ON TME ; f
EVEN1N' STfi.SE 7 *•
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SHOET TIME LATER

I'LL MEET"YOU BOYS
AT THE PEPOT JU5T
BEFORE STAGE

TIME.'

^fHEN THE RAN&E RIPER ANP PICK REACH YELLOW MOON..

WE COULP? 1 MEAN.
WE COULP/ BUT LOOK AT THAT SISN,
RANGE RIPER/ THE BARBERfeA FEMALE/



YEP/ MY EEAL NOME'S
JOSIAH.&UT FOLK.5 AROuNP J
WERE 5HOETENEP IT.'

STRANGERS IN TWESE PARTS, 1

AIN'T YOU? 5TAVIN' LONG?/

WE'VE GOT PLENTY O' THAT! \ WE HEARC?
A REAL 5UKE "MOUSH JOBBER ASOuT I4|/W
GWOST/ ;-; == 5S. = K 5TSALIN' / ANP IF IT'5

FOLKS &LINP/ BELIEVE ME, / ALL THE
I LOCK MYSELF UP TIGHT, / SAMETOYOU,
SOON AS THE SUN GOES / I'P LIKE MOKE
POWN/ , **\ SHAVE ANP

LESS



HEKE YOU AEE/ HOPE
WU CAN HANG ONTO

7 WHAT<5 INSIC?E.'__--<

) I AIM TO/ THIS
/ 15 ONE HUNK OF
CASH THE INPIAN
GHOST WON'T GET.'
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WHAT'S THE MATTE
TUG? AREN'T YOU
STAV1N' OVER POK
SUPPER. TONIGHT?

K, 1 NOT IF I NEVER. ]

/EAT, JOSE' NO /
_/ MEDICINEMAN S
GHOST'S GONNA I
RNP WE HERE, \
COME N1SHTFAU-/ 1
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After supper... so was I...
=! —:
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k till vou
YOU'P BETTER. &ET > BOYS
PACK TO KATM RALPH.' I 5HOWEP

UPSET.' / UP/ THEN
I QUIT
WORRyfftf&J

gURRIEPLy THE RANGE RIPER, HIPSS THE CHEST



^fet&ViENTAElLY p|CX PfcEETES, SPEECHLESS...

|
£lJT THE ZAN&E RIPEE'S KEEN EARS
CATCH THE KUSTL.E OP HAY.

SlGMT OF-TME KANGE IZIPER. SNAPS C71CK.

SACK INTO ACTION...



'•UICKLY THS RANGE E1PE.R U9E5 AN V&W NO TIME TO SAPPLE" UPj

1NPIA.N TRICK... If LET'S SO, RAWHIpE/ _^_



J^ATEE, BACK. AT THE RANCH...

. .'E'i-L PiNP THE
MONEY, THOUGH...
PONT WOERY/ NOW
LET'S ALL GET
SOME SLEEP.'

JUT THE RANGE. RIPER IS RESTLESS...

IF I COULP ONLY PIN7 ^-N
SOMETHING TO PROVE I'M r>N ^H
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WHAT PO YOUHNOW?
A 5AE.BER INNJEEPOF
A SHAVE.' THATS LI*
rHE SHOEMAKER'S
CH1LPRE.N GOtN

'

SAE.EPOOT/

WITH GOOP REASON
THE MEPICINE MAN
&HOST STOLE. AAV
CASH LAST NIGHT:

TSK-TSt.' THAT'S TOO \
PAP' SOMETHIN' SHOULD
9E PONE' I WA5TELLIN'
"HE SHERIFF THAT, WHILE

'AS SWAV1N' HIM
THIS MORNIN7

FEW AAINUTES LATER

CLAP TO MEET VOU, "N THEN VOU'LL
'

RANGE RIPER.' ANP GET 50TH-.
YOU,TOO, WEST.'IiVW WHEN THE
SURE OPEN TO .^S MONEY
SUGGESTIONS-.-^ SHIPMENT
ANP HELP' J COMES IN.'



THAT'LL BE TONIGHT, g
LANE O' THE 9AR-X-L'5
EXPECTIN' WtS PAytEOLL / NOW HEE£'3
CA©H ON THE BVEN1N' J MY PLAN.
STA&E,

That night at the bw-x-l ranch..



Again the black, clcak covers the
"ghost'*" escape
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GOSHRANGE EIPEE,) NOSODV.'
VVH&PO' THOUGHT /THAT'S
MEEK LITTLE /HOW HE
JOSIE WAS A -/GOT AWAY
CR.OOH? J WJTH IT FOR.

-~^_, __-—-T SOLOM&/
\ / WONCEE
\' \ WHERE PICK...
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Slit, range ripef?,

what can we do
a30ut it? sesal-s
a powerful
CATTIEMAW:

fijATER... WHILE THE RANGE KlPER AND
PICK ElPE A TEAIL TOWARP TOWN...

RlSMT PEACEFUL HEEE", EH, BONES? ]_
COME MOEWIN; I'LL START SUILplN'THE H— —

, UP BEFORE







SoEsey.' r'VE sot no time- to woeev \
ABOUT THEM/ MV PEPirrys Sick, an'
THIS IS CIRCUIT COUBT PAV? IP ANygOPy
TSNPS 'EM, RECKON IT'LL HAVE T'BE YOU! J



(WELL, HERE'S THE }
V. WAY I PLAy? J
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/ NOW, I CAN CUT
/ THROUGH THESE ROCKS
I AND COVER THEM



TELL 5B3AL THOSE SHEEP ARE
STAYiN' HERE TILL THEIR LEGAL
OWNER ARRIVES/ IF HE CAUSES
ME ANY MORS. TROUBLE* HE'S APT
TO FIND HIMSELF IN JAIL.'

F you'D TAKE THOSE
LS OUT OF YOUR MOUTH,

" " COULD MAKE SOME
SENSE OUT OF THAT;

/WATCH IT, DICK; yDUR IGNORANCE^
/ IS SHOWING.' A SANCHO IS A GOAT
TRAINED TO LEAD SHEEP.' SHEEP

V WON'T MOVE UNLESS THEy HAVE A
V_^ LEADER TO FOLLOW.'



LET'S NOT CROSS
THAT BRIDGE TILL
WE COME TO IT..

WHICH WILL BE
TOMORROW, WHEN
" PRVDEN STAGE

PULLS INTO
WELCOME' RIVER.'





$ FEW MINUTES LATER. ! '

THE POOR
BERJPDLE

CRITTERS 'RE COMPLETELV
?.' A SHOT SHOULD TURN THEM/,

"rV Ho ^<"*h
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,CK AT THE ATKINS" CA&N... & SHORT "

THE" RANGE EIDER/ ALONE/
NOW'S My CHANCE.' I'LL
TRAIL HIM, AN'. .

SESAL'S OTHER SUN- WAND/ CAN'T SPARE
THE TIME TO SO AFTER HIM NOW.' ANP
TO AVOID HIM, I'LL HAVE TO CUT ACROSS
COUNTRY AND THAT'LL SLOW ME SOME...y

^K .«,,

Tj0F\$riM^p^ ' MIfc
r ^^ A^ K bBLSSL.

LOST HIM.' BUT THIS ROAD LEADS
STRAIGHT TO THE CAPITAL! SO HE
MUST BE HEADIN' THERE/

. I'LL TAKE A CHANCE/

Traveling against time, the range rider
urges his horse- on... v





*T TOP SPEEG THE KANSE RIDER
RACES FOR A CLIFF ABOVE THE
RIVER...



tfwiLE THE RANGE RlDER ANP THE DEPUTIES
ARE RACING TOWARD WELCOME ElVE"R . .

.
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' NO.' NO/ you CAN'T HANG |

THEM- SEGAL/ BESIDES, WE
/take ^EM OVER TO THE GROVE- BOYS! \ t

( ANP you, LUKE, KEEP THAT FEMALE J

v'IffiJo mm 1
\L JiO^d^lsill

_—aSv 5 -fiff™^ ^*Ai jWf ..4 ^^fflr?

TOO LATE NOW, MRS. ATKINS/ THE BO>S
HAVE BEEN HANKERING FOR SOME ACTION
X AIM TO SlVE IT TO THEM!

( ALL RIGHT... ) [\TAKE IT.''"J ^B
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