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MlbMN HUNTINGmmHSy

The Plains Indian used painted symbols

for his buffalo hunts just as he did when

he went on the warpath. These were called

hunting marks. They were different from

the honor marks won in battle.

Usually the brave's pony was colorfully

decorated for the hunt by the Indian's wife.

This was done while he prepared his hunt-

ing equipment and took long sweat baths

to destroy his man odor. Since the wife

shared in the hunting honors won by her

brave, she painted her own prayer symbol

on his pony.

The prayer symbol painting was of great-

est importance, since it was an appeal to

the Great Spirit for fair hunting weather and

a safe and successful return for the hunter.

If a brave met with mishap, or poor hunt-

ing luck, his wife's prayer symbol was

blamed as ill-chosen, and it was never

used again.

When the hunter was successful, his wife

would then reveal to him the meaning of

her prayer symbol and it would be used on

the next hunt.

Such prayer symbol marks often included

a painting of the sacred white buffalo. Also,

stars of guidance were painted on the

pony's front hooves, and his sight was

sharpened with circles painted around his

eyes. Arrows, symbolizing speed, decorated

his legs, and he wore the painted tracks of

the warrior's forrrfer kills.
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LOOK! SOMEBODY SENT THAT
INDIAN TO PICK UP OUR TRAIL! THE
SAME SOMEBODY ORDERED THOSE-

TWO TO DRY-GULCH
U5! PHILIP SHOWED

ADMIRATION FOR





















rUiS^ OPERATOR o= ATwo-aif V
SREV SMALL,, INDEPENDENT CREISHT J:

(v-
U^El WE'S ALWAVS i^

WASJTED TO EXPAND^ 1

GUESS VH will now:j

%
ysr

i

I

(
'""

v VI^ '

1 Jfi»W
{A |y«fel

,'\%*§ Bb3 • Jj ^sl

MBfifl



A LETTER REMINDING THE NOBBY \
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