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During the ISGQ's, justice and law enforce-

ment were almost unknown in the frontier

Montana territory. In those wild times, every

man was a law unto himself. Gold miners,

rangers, and all other honest men, went heav-

ily armed against an increasingly lawless ele-

ment that, for a time, threatened to control the

entire territory.

Gold miners were killed for a poke of dust,

stages were robbed of gold consignments,

and cattle were rustled in herd-siae quantities.

Rustlers became so handy with knife and

running iron that they could change ear-

marks, dewlaps, and brands so skillfully that

it was nearly impossible to tell what the orig-

inal markings and brands had been. For a

time, the larger cattle companies were almost

at the mercy of the rustlers.

It was then that the 3-7-77 vigilantes were

organized to deal out justice with six guns and

hangman's ropes. These vigilantes carried

crude signs bearing a skull and crossbones

and the figures 3-7-77,' which they nailed to

the cabin doors of all lawbreakers, as a warn-

ing to clear out.

3-7-77 stood for the dimensions of a grave

— 3 feet wide, 7 feet long, and 77 inches deep.

These signs warned offenders they would

have firsthand experience with these meas-

urements unless they were gone by sunset.

In this way, law was brought to the Montana

territory.
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HE'S I
GONE.' >
LOOKS LIKE )
"IS HEAP \

SO THE NOTORIOUS AND WANTED
BUCK TALBOT? HIDING OUT NEAR A
PLACE CALLED INDIAN ROCK'

RECKON THAT DEER- HUNTING TRIP
. DICK AND 1 PLANNED WILL WAVE

TO WAIT A BIT ."

1 WONDER HOW THI5 HOMBRE
TIES IN WITH TALBOT— H'MMM-

LETTER / MAYBE IT HOLDS
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SO YOU WERE THE
GUNNER'/ RU±>TLER-
ROAD AGENT— AND
HIRED KILLER/ AND
IF I RECALL , >DUR
PARTNER'S NAME WAS I'

SPIKE DUNGEL /
_ THAT5 IT/



OBVIOUSLV; TALBOT DOCSNT KNCW
THE GUNNER BY SISHT /SO I THINK
I'LL CHANGE CL0THE5 WITH HIM
AND KEEP THAT DATE AT

INDIAN ROCK /









HOLY SMOKE .' HE SHOT THE
TOP NAIL CLEAN OUT OF THIS
HASP / SATISFIED
NOW, ANDy ?



BUCK / DO YOU
THINK THAT
MEANS US ?

IWJRE'N LIKELY f BUT I'M

NOT WORRIED/ NOR
SCARED ! WE'LL GO

THROUGH WITH THE EXPRESS
JOB AS PLANNED / OKAY
SY mi-, GUNNER ?

YEAH, BUT [ DONT LIKE TO GO ON tf A GOOD IDEA/
A JOB WITHOUT FIRST SCOUTING 4 ANDY,>OL! AND
THr LAYOUT .' SUPPOSE WE RIDE jj ACE KEEP ^
INTO TOWN FOR _^__^^^^| WATCH ON W
LOOK5EE ? J^B | THINGS 9

HERE / ^







SWAKE A l!g, GUNNER /

THE BOVd'LL GET UNEA5V
IF THEY HAVE TO WAIT
TOO LD

"





THI5 IS A HOLDUP / OPEN W 0- OKAY /

UP THAT SAFE AND BE B, D°N
'

T SHOOT/
j

QUICK ABOUT IT /




