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THE POLITICAL MOVEMENT.

The three-year period following the date of the last International Socialist Con-

gress has been for the Socialists of America a period of hard struggle a,gainst adverse

political and social conditions. It has witnessed many setbacks and disappointments

for the Socialist Party, but also some victories and triumphs; and on the whole it has

marked a distinct step in the direction of progress.

THE POLITICAL CAMPAIGN OF 1908.

At the Stuttgart Congress we reported that in the congressional elections of 1906

the vote of the Socialist Party had fallen from 408,230 (cast for the Party's presidential

candidate in 1904) to 330,158.

The local elections of the fall of 1907 showed no material increase over that

figure.

This slight setback, however, did not discourage the Socialists of America. The
presidential elections of 1908 found them prepared to enter mto the campaign with

greater vigor than ever^ In that year the Socialist Party held its third national con-

vention, which met in Chicago on May 10th. The representation was based on the

enrolled dues-paying membership, each 200 members being represented by one dele-

gate. On this basis the number of delegates in attendance was 219. The convention,

which lasted eight davs, again nominated Eugene V. Debs for the office of President

and Benjamin Hanford for that of Vice-President ot the United States, and made
elaborate preparations for the conduct of the ensuing electoral contest.

The political situation was most inauspicious for the Socialist Party. The presi-

dential election of 1904 had been conducted along general lines of conservatism and^

the Socialist Party was practically the only exponent of radicalism. As a consequence,*

it not only brought out its entire legitimate strength, but also received many votes from

disgruntled radicals in the camps of the old parties. In the election of 1908, on the

contrary, all political parties vied with each other in professions of radicalism. The
Republicans were pledged to continue the "radical policies" of President Roosevelt,

which included the program of ''punishing rich malefactors," regulating the trusts and

large corporations, extending the liability of employers within the jurisdiction of the

federal government and several other popular reform measures. The Democratic

party, still smarting under the effects of the heavy defeat of its conservative ticket and

platform in the preceding election, revived all the slogans of its old-time middle-class

radicalism and reinstated the prophet of that brand of radicalism, William J. Bryan, in

the leadership of the party. The "radicahsm*' of the Democratic party was far ex-

ceeded by that of Mr. Hearst's Independence Party, and the latter was ecHpsed by that

of the People's Party. Under these conditions the vote of the Socialist Party was from

the outset limited to thoroughgoing Socialists,

But the radicalism of the other political parties was not the only circumstance

militating against the success of SociaHsm at the polls. The bulk of the Socialist vote

always comes from the working class. The industrial depression which was then at its

worst had caused large numbers of workers to migrate in search of work, thus de-

priving them of a fixed residence and disqualifying them as voters. And, last but not

least, the direct and public indorsement of the Democratic Party by the officials of the

American Federation of Labor and their appeal to organized labor for active support

of the candidates of that party, could not but be detrimental to the Socialist campaign.

The Socialists realized the difficulties confronting them at this jimcture, and en-

deavored to overcome them by redoubled zeal. From May 17, the date of the adjourn-

ment of the convention, until the day of election, November 8, the Socialist campaign
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