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Shall They Put it Over?

PHERE is a conspiracy in actim] against the peace
* and liberty of the world, against the peace and
happiness of the workerv This conspiracy is
1}_)riscd in.international Capitalism and Imperial-
and the governments they control.
1e workers are not conscious of the fact, generally,
events today are shaping the destiny of the world
vears to come. Nor are they conscious of the fact
‘what is being decided by international Imperial-
however remote it may appear, directly affects
¢ interests as workers.
‘here was a period when the average American
sidered international affairs, and particularly Eu-
«an affairs, as wholly alien to him. He could not
lerstand how they affected the interests of \me-
w citizens, of the workers. The “‘splendid isal-
™ of the United States developed complacency :
cans gloried in the fact of enormous strength
If-sufficiency. Why bother about Europe?
years ago conditions determined that no nation
any longer be sufficient unto itself. Modern

La Lega delle Nazioni suile basi malferme
del capitalismo

Irom
LEAGUE OF NATIONS HAS 1
BASIS IN CAPITALISM

CHI

~apitalism, with its enormous concentration of in-
Istry, with its iron neces ity of securing new markets
or surplus products and surplus capital, with its strug-
{It_lor undeveloped territory,—ended the isolation of
aations, It is characteristic of Imperialism, the pro-
Jects 0[ which are universal, to drag within its scope
Il nations and all peoples. willy-nilly. The United
States, with its giant development of industry., was
being drawn into the maelstrom of international pol-
1es. of world Imperialism,—a process of which the

st majority of our people were unaware. e elop-
lents are largely determined, not by the conscious
vill of peoples, but by the iron necessity of economic
evelopment, ¥ %

_The clash of Imperialism provoked the

thliers: who are demobilized can't get jobs, Or
ll]c_y Zet jobs where they meet the nhl)n\in;nlvlc con-
ditions of old. Capitalism has secured enormous pro-
fits, has become richer and mightier; but the workers
must meet the old conditions and the old struggles.
The working class has secured nothing out of the war
except death and misery, while our Capitalism has
secured virtual world power.
. That 15 the new world! Capitalism, out of the war,
IS snatching new life and new power. It is organizing
itself to maintain the exploitation and oppression of
llzc WVorkers. It is trying to continue its domination
of the world. to make reaction and oppression supreme.
2 lfv this end, it forms a camouflaged I.ecague of
Nations which is simply an_instrument to maintain
the pow er of the strongest imperiatistic nations, This
I.cague is based upon Capitalism. to promote the pro-
fits and supremacy of Capitalism. Under shield,
colo:n:ll_ peoples are being subjected to new slavery and
oppression; under its shield, the world is being territ-
orially and ﬁngncinll_\‘ divided among the grc:xt}m\\’ur.&.
»\_—]:1]{:];1n(‘1. ‘I-mnce; _Ha]_v, i Japan :m‘(l the United
States. The TImperialism of these nations ascend-
ant. The slavery of colonial peoples is necessary to
!hg:n._ and this slavery is made more intense
‘]‘H $ 15 a threat to the peace and liberty of the world,
a direct threat to our own workers’ neace and liberty
he Furopean workers didn’t bother hon

1 e
past about their governments enslaving colonial peo
ples. Tt seemed far ay y. and not concerning them
directly : but- out of the competition to secure co 1

ot colonial peoples came the war, in which the
nean workers paid an enormous price for their blind
policy on international affairs. Imperialism is ¢
gainst the proletariat, and unless the proletariat
throws verialism, the workers will ultimatel
the price in death and agony. -

110~

Peace Conference at Duris,
IS preparing new wars.
sm cannot exist without

s the pr

Hut
do net
do nnt at their own destiny as worl
intim connected with the great conspiracy i T

again and liberty of the world
But racy is equally in action at home
Unemployment is on the increase: violence is used

against strikes and Socialists: the government of the
capitalists is preparing to impose a reign of terror
upon workers who are conscious of their class and

Reac-
cendant, and will become more brutal in the
e that the American proletariat docs not pro-
test and act. ;

who engage in the struggle against Capitalism

t10

We were promised a new world out of the war.
that new world is coming only in those nations
where the proletariat has acted for the overthrow of
Capitalism and Imperialism, where the workers have
crushed the power of capital and organized their own
government,—the Soviet Republics of Russia and
Hungarv. Everywhere else the “new world” is the
old world of oppressive Capitalism, made much worse
by new means of of oppression and exploitation.
There is no hope for the workers unless they con-

\;3::](:{’“3“ \\ . The issue in this war was
(Imnilnllﬂ.)\\]kI.—\\'Inch Imperialism  should
“ﬂll‘ic"lllt-l-“ (|c\:clo]\n‘1cnl of_t!\q world eco-
-‘3al'cm'|\~'\ ;-lll(l financially.  This war, ap-
i G ) 'n‘n concern to America, drew
Sirugale ‘fll,? !nlo 1S sweep, l)j:c.;mscvm a
could] m,)l“‘lﬁ\\ti)rld power thc}'mtcd Slfllcs
s ‘tll.l)ltl neutrality. ‘lhc' American
‘hil)])e(l. l(\)Uﬁ conscripted, _moblhzc:l, and
T G '-lfl‘ope, In this new epoch,
o Tnprs Are concerned in the struggle

5 alism, 1
"”uli;?n\r\.“-r w,:\s considered as 4 means og‘
I thek“:l "}}\' world, a new civilization,
and 1, 4ar 1S now over, Instead of peace
4 appiness—more misery and oppres-

! ritorno dalla guerra

sciously engage in the struggle for Socialism.

This struggle for Socialism means a struggle of the
workers to secure control of their own destiny, to
organize the world for the workers. It means 2 strug-
gle for workers’ control of industry,—for a new so-
cial system in which the workers will control their
own jobs, in which industry will be managed for the
happiness of the workers and not for the profits of the
employers. It means a new government of the organ-
ized workers, and of the workers alone.

Workers’ control of industry, exercised by m
of their own organizations in the shops and the indus-
trial vote, is the basis of the new social system pro-
posed by Socialism. Not the state, not politicians and
bureaucrats, but the workers themselves shall man-
age industry for the workers—for peace and liberty
and happiness.

Capitalism is breaking down. Capitalist parlia-
mentary government is breaking down. But Capital-
ism tries to maintain its supremacy. And this means

ans

Oome nol risolveremo Ia que-
stione dei confinl maturaii,

FHIS 1S HOW WE S
OF NATURAL

At

must be crushed,—unless it acts for Socialis

That is the great conspiracy. It is the purpose of
Capitalism to maintain its power, come what may:
and to carry out this purpose, it is dividing the world
ritorially and financially, enslaving colonial peoples,
adopting measures to crush the workers,

Life will not be worth living if this great conspir-
acy proves successful.  Life will be a nightmare of
misery and oppression, of new wars and threats of
war, if Capitalism maintains itself in power. Th
proletariat must act against Capitalism. The prole-
tariat must realize its ¢ position, must organize to
crush Capitalism. © The accomplishment of the over-
throw of Capitalism alone can a the
peace and liberty of the world. The com-
ing of Socialism alone can assure bread
and work and happiness to the workers.

e

All the world problems are, after all,
simply problems of industry. The complex
problems at Paris, the sinister purposes of
Imperialism, can be disposed of in a very
simple way: by the workers using their
industrial power ta overthrow Capitalism,
organize workers' control of industry, to
realize the industrial democracy of com-
munist Socialism, ¥

The workers possess the power. They
must use the power. Capitalism must not

Son ; 3
* Isteaq of democracy-—more reaction.

(i ”a'L‘ new world that has come out THE RETURN FROMTHE WAR Lrom
| (LA vanu” is

Ol the wyr

the Central Organ of the Socialist Mariy of

put it aver. The proletariat must rally to
the cause and the struggle of international
communist Socialisn,




usiness Manager
St., Boston, Mass,

- The Militant Strike
is a revolutionary movement of the prole-
sat developing in Canada. TLabor is a“{aken-
ansciousness of class and the necessity of
ction. The demobilized soldiers are not ac-
epting deception, and express a radical spirit. In
ipeg at this moment there is a general strgkc
hich controls the city. Tt is not the old passive
trfke. but a militant strike—the sort of strike out
" of which develops the inass action for ghe proletarian
conquest of power. The strikers have issued the fol-
~lowing statement:

“There will he no more newspapers until we decide
to let them appear. We know the effect that a news-
paper has in molding public opinion, and that in the
past such opinion has been molded against our class.
We realize that had we left the press open it would
have taken advautage of the hard situation by trying
to show the public that the strikers were weakening
in their position by the opening of food depots.”

The American hourgeois press is indignant at this
action. But facts are facts. The class struggle of the
proletariat”is a form of civil war: and in civil war,
vou must break the weapons of vour enemy. [nless
the proletariat adopts more militant tactics in its
strikes it is bound to meet disaster.

£ Starving Russia

115 Soviet Government of Russia has rejected the
plan of Dr. Nansen. anproved by the imperial-
istic Peace Conference in Paris. for “feeding” the
Russian neople.  The capitalist press, corrupt {o the
hone. is stiematizing this reiection as proof of the fact
that the Bolsheviki are deliberately starving Russia.
On the contrary, it is proof that the Alljes are deliber-
ately starving the Russian neople. in order to crush
the Soviet Socialist Republic. that menace to inter-
‘national Tmperialisn.

- Dr. Nansen’s plan was political. Tts purpose was
{ weaken the Bolsheviki politically and strengthen
_chimter-revolutionary Omsk “Government,” direct-
i by Czarist generals and financed by the Allies. The
~Soviet Republic does not want “to he fed.” it does
: it charity : it asks simply opportunity to trade
vorld on cqual terms.” But (he Allies refuse
the blockade. a blockade which is one of the

Zainst Soviet Russia by
el ade of recent histor
ilitary war against

géon:vcna"l' at Moscow March 26
upon the initiative of the Communist Party of
Russia ( Bolsheviki) adopted a Manifesto 911& Pro-
eram which is the new charter of international rev-
olutionary Socialism. This Manifesto and Progranf
is in accord equalle with the facts of'mntemnOf?r_v
development and the spirit of revolutionary Social-
fsm It calls upon the proletariat anrl'the_Socml_:sm
of he world to crganize in accord with its fuida-
mental proposals, to engage or prepare consciously
and aggressively for the final revolutionary struggle
against Capitalism. i
The test of the revolutionary svirit of a Socialist
Party will he acceptance or rejection of this Com-
munist International.  Will the American Socialist
Party, in spite of its N. E. C. aligning it with the Con-
gress of the Great Detraval at Berne, accept the Com-

munist Tnterimational? The membership has the op-
portunity to decide by means of the following
referendum

Thar the Socialist Party <hall participate only in

Congress ar Conference called by or
in which pantic'mate the Commumist Party of Russia
(Palchevil-i) and the Communist Labor Party of Ger-
many (Spartacans).

. Totarpatic

This motion is clearly ai acceptance of the Com-
mumnist Tnternational, in snite of the fact that it was
worded before news came of the first Congress of the
Communist International being held. Fverv militant
member of the Socialist Party, who adheres to the

class strugele and revolutionary Socialism, must
vote “ves” on this referendum.
[t is sheer sophistrv at this moment to discuss

whether ar not the old Tnternational still exists. Tt
tried to hold a Conference at Berne. at which the
“herts and the Scheidemanns were represented, at
which the Bolsheviki were denounced, at which the
spirit was directly counter-revolutionary. This old
International. which collansed miserably during the
war and which acted against the proletarian revolu-
tion, betrayed Socialism and the militant proletariat.
It is now a corpse that has hecome stinking carrion

The Second International has been dominated by
moderate Socialism. It was an International largelv
of Socialist parties which pursued a petty bourgeois.
parliamentary policy, which represented the interests
of the middle class and the aristocracy of labor. The
policy of this International wa comprised in social-
reformism, in legislating Capitalism out of existence,
in the gradual penetration of Socialism into Capital-
ism Tt was nationalistic, and broke down under the
test of the war.

That the Second International contributed much to
the movement. is indisputable, But its utility largelv
ceased uron the definite emergence of Imperialism at
the start of the 1ot century: and during the war and
the proletarian revolution the moderate  Socialism
represented by the Second TInternational developed
into the worst enemy of the militant proletariat and
revolutionary Socialism.

The new Communis International hreaks definitely
and completely with (he the Second Tn-

0 Socialism of
ternational. I¢ harks bick to the revolutionary So-
cial itself

gress of the Communist Tnterna-

on vital problems, ARSI

President Wilson has isstied an addresy
At 2 moment when the world s in ¢
dent proves himself as incompetent as (g
problems that press down apon the tous
deeds—hut when the President turns from
deeds, he breaks down utterlv. This i nes
personal tendency, but inherent in (:

In his message. the President says that
tion which stands at the front in every country
the present great awakening is the question of 1
and proceeds:

How are men and women »
the world fo obtain progres:
conditions of their Tahor? .
aiven their richt advantages a< citizens and Fas
ings? . .. There is now in fac* 4 real
‘nterest hetween cavital and fakor, but '
been made evident in action. [t ¢an be made operie.
ive and manifect only in 2 aew OToanization of @
dustry. . . . The new spirit and mef of organ
fion which et he effected are not to he bromght
about by leoislation so much as by the commen conmel
and voluntary co-operation of capitalist, TAnager and
workman. . . . The organization of industry is 3 oo
¢or of enrrora‘e and individual in#tiative and of praes
ical business arrangement. . . . The objest of
reform ‘n this esseral matter must he the genuine
democratization of ‘ndnstry, hased upon a fulf recon-

n whatever

nition of the riaht of those who work,
some organic way i every

rank. 4o marticinate in
decicion which dirsctl- affects their welfare or the
they are to play in industry.

What do the President’s words nrean? Years ago,
he sensed that the peoples vearned for universal peace
and a new world: he aYticulated that yearning in
order to develop the ideology of “carry on,” and then
hetraved the yearning by acceoting a peace that threat-
ens the peace and liberty of the world. The Prese
dent now senses that labor is awaketfing. that it yearns
for a larger life: and he expresses this new yearning
in words, while preparing to hetrav it in deeds, &
President is making this ye=rnine for a larger fife the
means of oppressing and subjugatine labor. 3

Great Britain in deeds is attempting to realize the
words of the President. Throuch “Industrial Comn-
¢ils”™ and “Tndustrial Parliaments” the British Gov-
crnment is trying to realize the “community of inter-
est hetween labor and capital.” to “democratize indas
frv.  Ret the President does not even pr
nfans of the British Government. nor any(h%t*
Yo, Britain’s schemes are not captivating the
cre - the workers sense that all these plans are
means for maintaing the ascendancy of i
and the capitalists, of baffling the action of the
"]"':. Militant labor is in revolt against ﬁﬁ"m
the British Government. .

The vital issue, the most pressing problem é\:’f
dav is precisely this democratization of mdustry
dustrial democracy alome can bring peace
and happiness to the werld, end war an
versal peace.  But in'ustrial democra
nature. implies the end of private ow
means of production, implics =
dustry. But the “democra
posed by the Pres

and




s been “adopted
‘and which :
f the new

the Left Wing,
Committee was to unify the rey.
the struggle against the reaction-
was not a dues paving organisa-
deliberate lie circulated by the moderates,
ffiliated as a whole with the Left Wing;
a general membership meeting, adopt-
esto and Program. The Left Wing
onquer the party for revolutionary So-
owed and legitimate purpose,
ites, equally of the Right Wing and the
, at first sneered at this mass movement of
t membership. Then fear caught them by
as they realized the tremendous strength being
by the Left Wing. Unable to answer the
s of the revolutionary Socialists, they re-
i to terrorism.
a meeting of the §tme Committee of New York,
was adopted (o expel any local or hranch of
affiliating with the Left Wing. It was de-
0 pu this to a referendum vote of the member-
. before even the referendum was issued,
the decision known, the bureaucrats of Local
. about to lose their majority in the Central
determined to act immediately. Meetings
entral Committee were suspended, and the
ve Committee proceeded to “re-organize’ the
is is now being done with whole branches
ds of members being “‘reorganized” out
arty—expelled.
only are branches being “re-organized” out of
ut the ballots of the left wing branches are
Wi out—the ballots on an Emergency Na-
onvention, and on candidates for the National
e Committee and for International Delegates.
action, Left IVing candidates are to be deprived
2000 zotes—unless the general membership
arty acts to rebuke and defeat this deliberate,
ible means of retaining the moderates in

5

tactics are abominable. They are used calcul-
and insolently to defeat the will of the mem-
‘Thousands™ of party members are heing
ed, in order to defeat the Left Wing can-
in order to assure success for the referendum
ocals and branches who affiliate with the
g.
de

erates claim that the Left Wing represents
Il clique in the party: why, then, not allow
p to make its decision through the ref-
 disfranchise the revolutionary So-
steal votes away from the Left Wing
desperate tactics are understand-
theory that the moderates feel that
» Socialists are a majority, that they
e referendum votes and revolu-

1ipt tactics of the mr')dere.xtes of
y to muddy the situation by
irrelevant issues, the contro-
of local New York is

i 3 from revolutic
te °T t0 assure the supremac
ates who are directing the party straight to disaster.

This struggle is a struggle which is being waged in
the whole party. The bulk of the membership is rev-
olutionary, ;}?ut its will is being baffled and misrepre-
sented by desperate bureaucrats. ILet the member-
ship assert itself! et the national party rebuke
sternly and uncompromisingly the official chicanery,
insolence and criminal practices of the moderates of
the Right Wing of Local New York!

The Russian Revolution has issued a challenge to
the proletariat and the Socialism of the world, Life
itself is emphasizing this chalienge. The most im-
portant task of the militant Socialist at this moment
Is to re-organize the Socialist movement in accord
with revolutionary experience, to cleanse the movement
of moderate, petty bourgeois Socialisni, of that “So-
cialism” which consciously and unconsciously is the
enemy of the proletariat and the revolution.

The slogan of the moderates is: Split the party for
moderate Socialism !

The slogan of the Left Wing is: Conquer the party
for revolutionary Socialism—for the Communist In-
ternational !

Call for a National Conference
of the Left Wing

Call for a National Conference of the Left Wing
of the American Socialist Party, issued by Local Bos-
ton, (Lowis C. Fraina, Sccretary), Local Cleveland,
(C. E. Ruthenberg, Secretary) and the Left Wing Sec-
tion of the Socialist Party of New York City.

TFhe international situation and the crisis in the
American Socialist Party; the sabotage the party
bureaucracy has practiced on the emergency national
convention; the N. E. C. aligning our party with the
social-patriots at Berne, with the Congrv:ss_nf the
Great Betrayal; the necessity of reconstructing our
policy in accord with revolutionary events—all this,
and more, makes it necessary that the revolutionary
forces in the Socialist Party get together for counsel
and action.

This call is therefore issued .for the holding of a
National Conference of the Left Wing of the Ame-
rican Socialist Party, to discuss:

s.—The crisis in the party, and action thereon; the
conquest of the party for the party, for revolutionary
Socialism.

2—The New International: ways and means to
prevent the party aligning itself with the "[nte_rnation-
al” of the social-patriots, of the Ebert-Sphgtdcmn_ﬂn
gangsters, and the wavering centre; affiliation with
the Bolshevik-Spartacan International alone.

3.—The formulation of a declaration of principles
and purposes of a national scope of the Left Wing of
the American Socialist Party.

4—Forming some sort of a national council or bur-
eau of the Lefi Wing, for propaganda, securing of
information and spreading information.

5—To express and draw together the revolutionary
forces in the party; to consider othqr means of further
ing the cause of revolutionary Socialism. £

This call is issued to locals of the Socialist Party,
branches and Left Wing groups within the party. The
test of admission, provisionally, will be acceptance
of the Manifesto §f theY Lift Wing of the Socialist
2 of Greater New York. 5
Pa{?& Wing locals are invited to send delegates of-
ficially. Where a local officially refuses t

s
dﬁmbder-

brances or minority groups in the party

principles of the I}.'eﬁ Wing should send
epresentation—one delegate for e

No local or group should send mo:

gates. Locals, branches or groups of less

entitled to_one de

The terrors of Bolshevism are 2
a comparison of the attitudes of
judge, now Mayor of New Y
former I. W. W. organizer, now :
rograd, towards the housmg .- Shatow,
Bolshevik, gives the people u} Petrograd room and
bath in the vacant palaces. Ifylan, the Democrat,
puts the people of New York on the street where they

can get a bath every time it rains, [et's stamip oy
Bolshevism.
* * x

American labor is being offered fine things by Presi-
dent Wilson—in words. The world is appalled ar Wil-

son’s words on peace now become deeds. T.ahor—
watch out!
*= = *

The A. F. of L. national bureaucracy is aguinst 2
general strike to release Eugene V. Debs and other
class war prisoners, Why should they favor t? Te
will never hecome necessary to pull a general strike
in order to release Sammy the Gomp from prison.

B * *

But ifn't it time that the militant workers i the
AL F. of L. released Samuel from his job?
E3 * *

“Leninism in V_\"innipe_g"’ say the press reports. Le-
mn, apparently, is omnipresent and omnipotent. [s
it Leninism or just proletarian consciousness of class?

* * =

Or are Leninism and proletarian conscisusness of

class the sanre thing?

= * *
. The Master is in Paris, but the “Master’s voice”
is still being heard by Congress.

* * *

Former President Taft urges the “square deal” as
an antidote to the . W. W. ~Aren’t most prison cells
Square”

* = *

The sign of Capitalism is not the square deal, but

the double-cross.
* * *

The Peace Conference refuses fo publish the full
text of the peace treaty. Is it, then, still more terrible
than the summary >

* * *x

All this talk condemning the Peace Conference for.
sabotaging “open diplomacy™ is unjust. The Jiplomats
at the Conference are gentlemen: since when do gentle-
men wash their dirty linen in public> ;

* * *

The ew Congress already has more than
to consider. The overwhelming
concern property rights. They speak of ¢
but what time has the worker to consider a
lation® Bourgeois legislation is the
strangles democracy—and the wor

b
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Ole Hanson, the bo:
still inciting to murder
Bolsheviki, and
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The miserable
ony of the war:
volution in Russia and
revolution in Germany—
itiative and energy of the
rikes into which we have
hand, a consequence of the
»f Russia and of Gerrp:my;
the problems of economic re-
ss down upon Capitalism.
s, there is no program on ‘‘re-
Capitalist Class, accustomed to
is not bothering much with the
ind, moreover, its unprecedented prosper-
‘the war developed a fatalistic attitude.
n, shortly before his b(llepartfure for
cember, “put up' the problem of recon-
) gr;’és ;,Pbut pCongrrer;s' did absolutely
bankrupt and impotent. Soldiers are
ilized who cannot get jobs; workers are
n out of jobs; the employers are trying
to pre-war standards—and all this is
rotest and strikes.
ng among the recent strikes are the strikes

HERE are a number of Socialist parties in Eng-

front of the Left there is the British Social-
It is Marxian in theory and its sympathies
he Russian Revolution and Bolshevism.
party’s leaders (Newbold, Fairchild, Sylvia
st) follow with great interest the march of
an revolution in Russia. They are par-
rested in our organization of worker's
industry and the structure of our Soviet
. of Workmen’s Deputies. Its leaders
| themselves Bolsheviki. The British So-
‘has expressed its solidarity with the
tion in one way, by publishing a Mani-
esting bitterly against the sending of Eng-
to crush the Revolution,
of the British Socialist Party there ex-
land another party revolutionary in its
list Labor Party. Theoretically,
ly strives to combine Marxism with the teach-
> American Socialist, Daniel De Leon,
slightly known in our own country.
‘memorandum he gave me for Lenin
leader of the revolutionary lahor
d) characterizes the Socialist
vords: * “These are the most
In my opinion, they are the
nd. The S.L.P. is very con-
de propaganda;: it has a
erature. The members of the
1S much as possible the ideas
the secret documents, defend
themselves the
€ our Lenin-
deration, in evalu-
riter—Newbold—is

directed in the
“to be a real industrial force: gnd again it was the

~ Bovernmental affairs
his majori

i ~~v%aisf
rrayal of the 2 > union - v
flii%;ié\y of military force by the municipal gmemi
ment. The Butte strike was equally important gaqlr
dynamic: it was directed by an actual Soldiers’, § ik
ors' and Workmen’s Council; it showed the LAV, V.

conservative craft unions that broke the strike. In
these two strikes there was manifest that primitive
initial mass action which, when developing into th.e
final revolutionary form, becomes the dynamic
method of the proletariat for the conquest of power.

There is still a mass strike in the textile mills of
Lawrence, Mass. Strikes are breaking out all over
the country, are multiplying. This is the peculiar
characteristic of the period into which we have
emerged; it is the attitude of the Socialist toward
these strikes that will hasten or retard the coming of
Socialism.  Out of these strikes the Socialist must
develop larger action, must marshal and direct t.he
proletariat for the conquest of power; and our parlia-
mentary action must be a means of serving the indus-
trial proletariat in action, of developing mass action.

Out of these strikes, moreover, the Socialist must
try to develop the political strike. The political strike
is a strike in which the proletariat uses its industrial
might to accomplish political purposes, to bring pres-
sure to bear upon the bourgeois state. It is out of
the political strike that develops the final mass ac-
tion: and the political strike is a supreme form of
political action.

There is, at this moment, an opportunity for a polit-

By N. Mescheriakov

From the Moscow “Pravda”

Revolution. Tn his memorandum, Newbold, who as
an agitator has traversed England from one end to
the other, is thoroughly acquainted with the English
labor movement, characterizes the I. ES RS Phein
rank and file, insofar as they understand our move-
ment, approve of it; they are proud of the name Bol-
shevik and without hesitation will follow your exam-
ple at the proper movement.”

Unfortunately, all these Socialist parties are numer-
ically very weak. The British Socialist Party has
10,000 members, and the Independent Labor Party
43:000. The majority of the English workers are not
affiliated with the Socialist parties, but are in the

Socialism and the “Majority”
By N. Lenin

I\' attacking the petty bourgeois “Socialists™ ‘of the
year 1848, Marx particularly and violently con-

demnefl their uncontrolled phrasemongery about “the

people™ and the majority of the people in general,

In ¢rder that the majority should really rule in a
country, it is necessary to have definite, actual con-
ditions, namely: it is necessary that such a form of
government be established, such a governmental auth-
ority, as would furnish the opportunity to have affairs
decided by a majority and to assure the develoy nnen}
of that opportunity into reality, :
of View, it is necessary that the
ance with its class compostion and in relati
other class within that majority (or outside of it)
ﬁhould he able 10 direct government Co-operatively and
:t:}:‘:';:lfl“ggn(hg is evli(lent 50 u\;ery Marxist that these

onditions play a decisive role in th
of the majority of the peaple, an( i?\ ‘thle ec\;l\?r?:“:}
M accordance with the will of

all poliial prisoner
sabotaged by ureaucra
g‘ﬁti@u- of Labor; and even
Mooney Defense. They decide
on July 4—a legal holiday, a da
surd to speak of a general strike;
they decide that it should be a strike
alone, and not include other of labo
Moreover, the general strike is again beij
Dby the union conservatives; it is now in a
leptic state. 3
In this 'emergency, the whole force of i
ist Party should be concentrated on prop
a great mass demonstration on July 4, and or's
eral political strike on July 5, to demand ﬁm]é
of class war prisoners. Large sections of Ay
labor are prepared for such a strike, but they are
ing baffled by the bureaucracy, by reactionary yy
officials. Tt is the task of the Socialist to engaem
this struggle, to concentrate on this fun tal
sue. Our comrades are languishing in prisms';'a
nesty cannot reach them, and we don’t want amne
for them. We want them to be released by the ind
trial might of the proletariat, by class conscious gef
If the political strike materializes, it will blazoy
new trail in American labor history: it will se
precedent for the future; it will mean real class
tion by the proletariat, an appreciation of the poli
character of its struggle.

The political strike is new to American labor,
it is indispensable. It must come. It is the fi
of the left wing Socialist to develop an inten
vaganda in favor of this method of struggle, to
lop out of the strikes of the proletariat the actio
the concept of the political mass strike.

Socialist Parties in England

trade unions which form the so-called Labor Pt
semi-socialistic in its program and extremely me
ate in its tactics. In that party the notorious so
patriot. Arthur Henderson, wields great power.
the beginning of the war the Labor Party conclu
a “civil peace” with the bourgeois parties.

But the mass of the English workers are ¢
and gradually being revolutionized. Their sym;
for the Russian Revolution grows steadily. Fo
ing our example, the English workers tried to
Waorkmen's Councils. But the English workers
not yet clearly understand that Councils—as of
of the revolutionary struggle and proletarian dicta
ship—can work successfully only in the atmosph
of a proletarian revolution. Accordingly, .nox_hmz
lfar has been accomplished by these Councils in 1
and.

The old leaders—adherents of coalition with
bourgeoisie—and the old unions are gradually
ning to lose their influence over the laboring ma
More and more often the workers violate ‘the
peace” by calling strikes in spite of the advice o
old leaders and the prohibitive orders of the
ions.  The Workmen’s Councils are in cont
these strikes. ;

The revolutionary spirit among the English
ers is gradually increasing, though the proces
be slow. The food crisis and the dislocativt &
dustry must assume more acute forms in ¢
provoke a revolutionary outburst in Englands

Even among the petty bourgeois radicals i
land there is noticeable a sympathetic attitude VS
the Russian Revolution. The most enth
among them is King, the famous member
ment.  The radical papers, the Manchester.
and the London Daily Newes give the best i
concerning Russia, These two papers also
Protest against intervention in Pi:us-\‘“
enee with the Russian Revolution.
The English Labor movement is
roads, New and younger leaders are ¢
of the depths the working ma

the old leaders, the onpor
Vho are losing ¢

i




{ t
It ur luxury Lotnact !
e by thousand: : t 1 ‘
! r )
the one wWho « L
er who con .
o 1
so civilized, 1} g h
knows his  the |
. when militant
1€111] 3
oston, for mstanc A § nothe )] 1 [
several times, hand 1 v 3
donal blowers, The public e T
e e 1minal: but  f; e Ao 1Y A[
faces with ca  but, what O \
identity : but lows 1 A
d rect . \ vOul:
e (o iekle wal worth 1
nent, i Fotl
(ex( risoner ; hi ked hin
al, kil el
nothi
( i
1 vl M s 11
I { i
10t 180!
| BUE T el it




7 the advent of the new
t in Engla
Germany and F,

nough to

gland cannot com-

defend her homes

the sooner we give up the
the better. A nation that
soldiers of her own stock de-

7 any other who can.”
A. Cramb, who was one of
oublicists to draw attention to the
chke and Bernhardi and to the men-
rld-conquest ambitions, was him-
t and the boldest champions of the
ideals for England. In his lecture,

Orig

. and Destiny of Imperial

in 1900, he hailed “with joy, tum-

era

of military

and appealed for conscription.
gland, published shortly

before

S0 far from condemning Treitschke and Bern-

their milita
d passionately

onal

can exceed the

rist megalomania, he commends
appeals to Britain to adopt sim-

ideals. “Nothing in Treitschke or Bern-

of war.

ar and the right of war ma
e

affords to Ii

he spi

So nraptured wa

that h,

ind sine,

comfort

enthusiasm with

which he

n has a possession
lues above religion, above industry, and
:In war man values the power
fe of rising above life, the power

Tit of man possesses to pursue the ideal.”

s this Bri'tis-h professor with the

ave poured from platform and press in

¢ the present war began. He declares:

Stages of Revolutiona

nterna-
ognized
Zimmer-

h was held in September, 1915,
nternational. This
; the “centre’

Conference,
" Socialists,
ts of Ger-

d of De Witt “and a mo )
ider Louis XIV.” : g

b Karl Pe peaks from a “scie
standpoint” in a similar strain:

“It is to the real interests of a vigorous race to be
kept up to a high pitch of external efficiency by contest,
chiefly by way of war with inferior races, and with
equal races by a struggle for trade routes and the
sources of raw supply. This is the national history
view of mankind, and T don’t think you can in its main
features subvert it.””

Another eminent professor, W.
sor of Archzology and Classics, Cambridge), is no
less Prussian in his point of view He says:

“A modern world filled with democratic States
would be a stagnant poal in some shady spot in which
no higher forms could tive, but overflowing with all
the baser sorts of life. In-a word, in perfect peace
humanity would perish from its own physical and mor-
al corruption.”

Mr. E. B. Oshorn appraises war similarly as a sort
of biological divine providence :

“That is why war for war’s sake appeals to so many.
It is a gymnasium of the naked soul, in which virtue
renews her hardihood after the corroding comfort of
a long period of peace. . .. War has always been and
still is the ultimate secret of progress throughout the
demesnes of life. . . . But for war, millions of battles
extending over millions of years, we might even now
be nothing but mudfish. peacefully reposing in the
secular slime.”

Perhaps the most high-sounding, and the most im-
pudent of the more recent apologetics for war comes
from Mr. Harold Fraser Wyatt, the joint founder and
honorable secretary of the Imperial Maritime League.
In an article in the Nineteenth Century and After of
September 1914, he expounds the gospel of mil-
itarism with the fervour of an evangel. “Efficiency
for war,” he oracularly declares, “is God’s test of the
nation’s soul.” For, says he:

“Victory is the result of efficiency, and that efficiency
is the result of a spiritual quality. .. . And the efficien-
¢y or inefficiency of its armaments is the determining

<

Ridgeway (Profes-

as a war forced upon the nations

pendence, deceives the proletariat, as this war is

waged for the very purpose of subjugating foreign

peoples and countries.

Equally fraudulent is the legend concerning the

“defense of democracy” in this war, since Imperial-

IS means the unscrupulous supremacy of Big Cap-

ital and political reaction.

The overthrow of Imperialism is possible only by

e overthrow of the conditions in which it originated,

which means the Socialist organization of capitalist
y. for which objective conditions are ripe.

3 inning of the war the majority of the

the proletariat refused to use this

gainst Imperialism. Overwhelmed

ed away by opportunism, they

mperialism at the Wont-

for national inde-

Soct

Britain and from the United 2
itary spirit is passing away, this
now proceeding. But it he
most energetic and efficient peoples
It is not heard in , and
Japan. The wolf who has lost his te
to fight, but the wolve whose jaws are
not share his pious desire.”

leading

Colonel F. N. Maude, a
also gives a pietistic turn to his mates
He assures us that:

“War is the divinely appointed means by
environment may be adjusted until
and ‘best’ become synonymous.”

Mr. Austin Harrison, the editor of the
wiew, who is said to have written “the best boo
the war,” and is alleged to be “one of the
English minds of our time,” states that only
can civilization be saved. His imagination
erotic as he dilates on the theme, as thus:

“I do not myself understand our theoretical
for no-war, which would mean a constipated
tion; . . . all great creative movements have
in, or. sprung from, warlike conditions.
power of the churches waned the moment they
to be State Fighting Institutions. The jdea
result of this war Europe is going to develop
abode of Arcady, where men no longer fight,
to fight, or want to fight, while lawyers and
rule over us with unctuous infallibility, and
o longer need for a stout heart and a “dripping
—this is one of the drollest views ever kibbled
Democratic table. . .. The spirit of fighting
associated with the sex instinct. Atrophy of
inevitably brings about atrophy of the other.
talk of the abolition of war is to conceive of
out strife, which is its inherent reason and

ethica

ry Socialism

ments, to conquer political power for the
organization of society.

Without yielding, the struggle for every
ground under Capitalism, for every measure
strengthen the working class, without ren
means for organization and propaganda;;
ists will have to use all the measures in 0
program to intensify the pr;s;t war
as every other social or politi CTISIS |
into an attack upon its fundamentals.
struggle is fought with Socialism as
workers will become impregnable to a
jugating one people to another as the
timiing the domination of one nation |
the cry for new annexations will not |
by the temptations of national solidarity |
the workers to the battlefields. ;

The basis of this struggle is in
the world war, to end the general
possible.  This struggle requi
credits, giving up any partici
ernments, exposure of the ca,
character of the war in p
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OMRM)F.S: i a stranger, unacquainted il
the controversy ln_the Socialist Party, were here
{his evening he might think, frm‘u the words of

p.ppol"““sv thm‘lhere really wasn’t very much (g

controversy. For all that.tlns‘ stranger might be

re, there isn't any such thing in existence as the
ifesto and Program of t!w Leﬁ. Wing of the Ame-
1 Socialist Party. In this Manifesto and Program
i,m,qyorel((‘(l the purposes and demands of the Left
g and yet our opponents have not considered it
his discussion, have not .tru_‘«l 10 tear to pieces that
pite statement of the principles of the Lefy Wing.
it because they cannot do it S

i the policy of !ht_‘ moder.zuc Socialist may be indict-
n one phrase, 1t 1s that its character is petty bour-

. The petty hmxrgc«_ws hesitates, compromises,

ot plant himsel f upon facts and accept the uncom-

aising struggle.  The petty bourgeois, moreover,
onifies struggles and social forces. Crushed under
iron march of industrial concentration, the petite
geoiste. the middle cl_a; does not attribute ijts
o the force of economics but to individual maley-
ce—to Morgan, or Rockefeller, or some other in-

idual. The controversy on principles and tactics
. acitating the Socialist Party is a product, not of

o whims oft individuals, but of iron necessity,
the upsurge of revolutionary sentiments now trans-
raine the International, and which is a product of
itself. But our moderate opponents cannot or will
discuss this social basis of the controversy. They
sonify the struegle, and attribute it to the malev-
ce of individuals. They adopt the nolicy of petty
‘geols inconsistency: and instead of discussion of
lamentals, they offer vituperation of individuals.
«y speak of an inner circle within an inner circle.
nalevolent neople who want control or disruption
the partv. Comrade Lee speaks of inside rings,
. about men and women who are self-seekers. The
ft Wing is a mass movement, and you cannot build
mass movement upon the basis of petty individual
iotives.  Our opponents call us romanticists, and
n use much harsher terms. Lenin was character-
much more harshly. Liebknecht, in the news-
'rs of the majority Socialists, was called a neurotic,
shauld be in an insane asylum. Will the moder-
never consider fundamentals?
is becoming quite the customary thing for our
erates to praise the Bolsheviki. Tt wasn't more
n one year and a half ago that certain individuals
ae partv. now praising the Bolsheviki, were call-
Tenin and Trotzkyv “anarchists.”
Man in the Audience: Who are thev?
<ander Trachtenhere. for one.
ind T'll prove the charge.)
mrade Lee says that “Lenin is a realist.” but
we are trvine to burlesque the revolution in
ope.  The implication that if Lenin were in
arty he wonld not affiliate with the T.eft Wing—
of a Socialist who has alwavs been in the Left
r of the Tnternational! Yet there is a document
n answers Tee, an official document issued less
three months ago by the Communist Partv of
ia, the Rolsheviki. Tt is the call for a Commun-
oneress at which to organize a new International.
is call are designated the parties and eroups that
“ommumist Partv invites to this Congress. and
fiicial Socialist Partv of the 1 nited States is not
ded: hut instead the Teft Wing aroup of the
s are invited.  Comrade Lee savs that the whole
tion is hased wnon whether the American Revolu-
will break within the next few weeks or months.
heing a petty bourgeois Socialist, T cannot
iesv: lut we can prepare, we can mobilize the
a@riat for the revolutionary struggle against Can-
n. which. while not the revolution. is a necessary
aration. The problem, however, is mnuch Iar:r?r.
Bolshevik Call to an International Communist
Zress says:

Fraina-*
Get him to face

As 4 hasis for the new International we c_nn:u!nr
ceessary the recognition of the following n\jmcml(‘\
hich we shall consider our nlatform, and which have
fen worked out on the hasis of the program of the
Partacus sroun in Germany and the Communist party
Bolsheviki) in Russia. ,
L The present is the period of the dissolution and
1€ collapse of the whole capitalist world system.
hieh will mean the complete collapse of European
Wore. if Capitalism, with its unsolvable contradic-
M5 i not destroyed. 2 sty
2 The problem of the proletariat consists in_im-
ediately seizing the power of the state. This seizurc
the power of state means the destruction of the statc
Marams of the bourgeoisie and the organization o
new proletarian apparatus of power.
is new proletarian  state must embody the
Hatorshin of the proletariat, and in certain places
9 the small neasants and farm hands, this dictator-
P jomstituting  the instroment for the systematic
Mhrow of the exploiting classes and the means ©
U expropriation. 3
Not the fraudulent hourgeois democracy—this hypo-
el form of rule of the finance oligarchy—with
* purely formal equatity, bt the proletarian demo-

A Discussion of Par

THE REVOLUTIOE&RY AGE

By Louis C, Fraina

b Ciswer 1o 11y I

N N3 “lgernon Lee tn a Debate Svin-
f"‘fl“;‘i/':',::b l:‘vlnw,u Hyernon Lee and l‘l ';Ilimu"M.
v (_‘mll?"-," R epresenting the Moderates, and
T ”:. mmq and Beyt H'ol[z'. Rr/n'c.\'rulim/ the
She Fl'{/I;“(Ia:;u'al(lr Lee Refuses to have his
oY Shed. F Arly Y
i City, .*l/-r:f‘l o Teld at Arlington Hall, N ez

criacy X ) 2

dmn" ful‘—lullmlh‘lu Ei\\_smlnhu of the realization of frec-
! OTRINE masses; not parlia ari
ulf—}!n\‘r(mn\-n( of these l I e

L masses through their elec!

SR ! se 1 I heir elected

”ik ::;;;:rl‘xuh Mot capitalist burcaucracy, hut organs
7 Istration which have heen created by the

masses R oo L
nasses :::(“‘lll‘i‘l‘“' With the real participation of these
XTHA ‘l( L"\"\ ernment of the countries and in the
type of the l“‘r(l“""“!“l‘*‘ \-lruc_l]urv~|hi~ should he the
NPy 4 clariin state The power of th TATie
ers’ Councils and simil ! fatlicRWask

STalC ar organizations is its concrete
4. The dictatorshi i
a ship ‘the roletariat s
by P of the proletariat is to com-

immediate expropriation of Capitalism and
on of private propertv in means of ‘pro-
hich includes, under Socialism, the

the suppre
duction, w

Dressionof prive B e
"r‘c.\\il':mm‘ private oroperty and its transfer to a pro-
Al an - state under the Socialist administration of

working class, the aholition of capitalist agricul-
'f,ll:?:]ﬁl;:“(‘):h.xl\;‘tim!. the nntinnulimlinnf (:f“:‘l::h;:c:rrl.\ﬁ‘;L

$ and financial trusts,
therthcfi\(l\\\\;in!r"t'(x‘lrlpl:"-tim»m]',”CC””H“HI“ with Swhich

- ng afhhates, is an International which
must recognize the fact that Socialism and the prole-
tariat have definitely emerged into a revolutionary
CDO(“]). that $0ci:l]ism must adapt its program and
factics accordinely. that we must prepare to organize
the proletariat for the conquest of the power of- the
state and the dictatorship of the vroletariat. To con-
sider this problem upon the basis of whether we can
cuarantee the coming of a revolutionar. crisis and
the ].{L'\n]ution in a definite time is sheer dodging of
the issve, a refusal to consider all actual problems
of the Revolution, which is not a single act but a
process of revolutionary development.

Consider a little Socialist history. After the first
Ralkan war broke out. an emergency International
Congress was held at Basle, Switzerland. This Con-
oress in its Manifesto, stigmatized the coming gen-
eral European War as an imnerialistic war. not justi-
fiable on any ground of national interests: the war,
it declared. would orecinitate an economic and pol-
itical crisis which Socialism should use to develop the
revolutionary struggle against the war and Capital-
ism. But when the general European WWar broke out
in 1014, the majority of the Socialists of Iturone
abandoned the policy of the Basel Manifesto. The
very men who had adopted the Manifesto repudiated
it. When Lenin taunted the Scheidemanns. the Plek-
hanovs. the Guesdes and the Kautskys with abandon-
ine the Basel Manrifesto. thev replied that since the
immediate revolution expected by the Manifesto
nupon the declaration of war had not materialized.
it was not in accord with the situation. Dut the Basel
Manifesto did not assert that revolution would come
immediately upon the declaration nf war,  \What th‘c
Manifesto did sav was that a political and economic
crisis would come, an objective rcvo[nl‘.' nary situa-
tion, and that it would be the task of Socialism to de-
velop (his objective revolutionary crisis into conscious
revolutionary action for the conquest of power.
When the revolution came in Russia. the Eberts qtul
the Scheidemanns said: Tt is out of the (l_ncslzr:n
fan ev-

N
that we in Germany should follow the R i

ample.  They are revolutionary enthusiasts.”™ — And
: ; . i 1 ‘o > o
when the vroletarian revolution developed in - Ger

many, the Iiberts and .\'L‘h(ridcm:mn_u ”l)l"“(j“ (.h(‘. l~c};4
olution, in this way, bv the use of lm_n'(lmivfu mnlt
proving they were right mln‘]iunt;nmng that prole-
ari: olution was premature. :

td‘jFi?isT[ir%&tinn of th(lz imm.incncc uf.l‘hv rl;\'t‘)ll‘:llllt‘ll':
i< not the question at all. Tt is the fllﬂ}l}h{\ 1(.) ||c Erh(‘
tionary Socialists to prepare f'nr the revo n“|r;l_ e
Rolsheviki did not spring uo in R‘u. \ m‘ “: '\:n\-‘-.|._
Spartacans did not spring up n .(.(-n{ém\\\’«l e
1018, You always had this Left \Wing Socia

")\en /|;\ JSurope: vou have had it in our own narty 1n

8 . L akrah @ - q

immature form. And the prnhlcm which confronts
H

i tocialist Party is:  Shall our party
the American SQocialist Party 1s: all party

i Schei .. the lonquets, the
| vith the Scheidemanns, .
Hil Iup. ‘ns' and the Kautskys —the Yellow !Hl(‘\“l!.l-
Handemaing e line up with the International of

tional—or .}:\II wei line up it
the Bolsheviki. the Spartacans,
b 3
aroups of Lurope:
" The Socialism

and the Teft Wing

which developed as an (n'g:u.\izcd

ement after the collapse of the Fn‘ﬁl 'ln\.‘erlxmunjf\l
nm\cmul ‘«w Qocialism., It was a Socialism which
B l“n('mjdlf ;\'hich abandoned the desire to revolu-
“"lﬂ['“zdl]l\t;e\v;url(l It was a national, parliamentary
1101112 X!

senti small bourgeoisie and the
. ialicm, representing the smal Nigeaniath
N)‘“alw-n'- £ labor, imbued with the national spirit.
ALiStosTASg reform movement, de-

. patioral liberal
ol e ‘:‘ocin] reformism and not the revolu-

1 order to realize Socialism—and

nart
pending upon :
tionary struggle it

ty Problems

its "Socialism™ was in reality nothing but State ("ap-
italism.  “This parliamentary, petty hourgeois Social-
ism dominated the Second International; and it broke
down miserably under the test of the war and prole-
tarian revolution.

But social conditions changed, and the character of
the social struggle. About the end of the 10th
century, Imperialism developed as the dominant form
of Capitalism.  The concentration of industry, the
rivalry of the nations for new markets 1o which to
export their surplus capital, presented new economic
problems.  The economic base of Capitalism nar-
rowed ; parasitism developed. and Capitalism (o con-
tinue had to exploit colonial peoples. Capitalism had
cemerged into an epoch requiring new and more ag-
gressive proletarian tactics,  Tacti « differences in
the Socialist movement develope b ot simultane-
ously with Imperialism. The (¢ ition of in-
dustry. the collapse of parliaments, developed the con-
cept of industrial unionism in our conniy and the
concept of mass action in Europe. I ' represent-
atives of moderate Socialism 1 ‘used to broaden
their tactics, refused to adapt themselves to the new
conditions. They continued with their pefty hourge-
ois parliamentary policy, with their policy of govern-
ment owenership, government control of industry, so-
cial reformism.—their policy of State' Capitalism and
realizing Socialism on the basis of the hourgeois state.
The consequence was a miserable collapse under the
fest of war and proletarian revolution.

The moderate Socialist maintains that the Interna-
tional did not collapse: that the Tnternational did try
to prevent war, but did not have the power. But the
noint is not that the International did not prevent the
war, but that its majority parties accepted and justi-
fied the war. Is it not a collapse of the International
to divide on netional lines, to aid the imperialistic
governments, to act against the coming of the prole-
tarian revolution: and then. when it comes, to unitc
with the bourgeoisie to crush the Revolution? That
is the policy of moderate Socialism, and it is against
that policy that the Left Wing organizes.

But. comrades may ask. what has all this ent to do
with the American Socialist Party? The American
Saocialist Party was against the war. it favors the Bol-
sheviki, it is revolutionary. But if it is all that, why
not accept the Left Wing Manifesto and Program?
The truth is that the American Socialist Party L
party of petty bourgeois Socialism, moderate to the
care, shackled with chains of iron to parliamentarism.
Its opposition to the war, among the representatives
of the party, was either sabotaged or transformed
into a policy of petty bourgeois nacifism. It is very
easv to say. “We favor the Bolsheviki;” hut the im-
nortant thing is to draw the implication of Bolshe-
vism for the reconstruction of our own party.

Comrade Lee is against throwing out the immedi-
ate demands. The Left Wing has its immediate de-
mands in the struggle, but they are demands in accord
with the development of the revolutionarv class strug-
gle of the proletariat—not the imniediate demands
comprised in cheaper milk and democratizing the
hourgeois state. Social reformism is the vital issue—
the moderates claim: we shall reform Capitalism out
of existence! That is the policv of the Coneressional
Prooram of the partv, that is the policy af aur official
representatives, that is the policy of Comrade T.ce.

(Man in the Audience: T.ce introduced those bills
hecause his constituents wanted them.  /iraina:  That
is how vou educate your constituents. I{ is time fo
teach them something about Socialisni. )

Social reformism is futile. and counter-revolution-
ary. It is the neeation of Socialism. that palicy out
Af which develons nationalism. social-natriotism, and
the hetraval of Socialism. Tt is a policy that avoids
all actual problems of the Revolution.

When the Russian Revolution broke. where was
Vlgernon Lee? [e was introdneine sovial reform
nieasures in the New York Bourd of Aldermen.

When the German Revolution hroke, where was
\gernon Tee? Il was introducing social reform
measures in the Board of Aldermen. and voting for
a Victory ‘Arch on which is inscribed Murmansk as a
alory of the American troops. ;
© When the American Revolution comes. where “'.'"
\lzernon Lee be> He will still be introducing social
reform measures in the Board of Aldermen. ¢ :

The old policy of our party must ftnl!. or it \\","
hecome a party for the betrayal of Socialism.  \We
must revolutionize the party. \We must -\"I“""CI.‘"“"‘I
uncompromisingly align the party with the lw\\"( om-
munist International, of the final struggle :null\'w‘ﬂ"."~
The party must adopt new and more aggressive tact-
jes,—industrial unionism. mass action, proletarian
dictatorship. The task of the Left Wing is to cleanse
the party of moderate. petty bourgeois Socialism. to
align the party with the vroletarian "C\’Ol“l”)“' A0
Furope, to prepare our party for the world re\?lll-
tion that is coming. :




THE REVOLUTIONARY AGE
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Mobilizing Soldiers Against Socialism

N May 8, 9 and 10 fhere was held in St. Louis a
congress of “soldiers,” to lay plans for organiz-
ing an American Legion of veterans of the war.

Things did not run smoothly. It was mf:vntable that

there should appear at this congress, and in the “sold-

iers’ movement,” the same class antagonisms that char-
acterize and rend modern society.

The idea of convoking this congress was formulated
by men “at the top.”” The basis of representation is
largely a mystery, but it is clear that it was not de-
mocratic, but determined by the officers. It was not,
clearly, representative of the man in the ranks. Mil-
itary authority, and not the soldiers’ democracy, was
in control.

Why the congress? The “sad experiences” of Rus-
sia, Germany and Austria-Hungary are demonstrating
to the American governing forces that their power is
based unon the blind obedience and subservience of the
soldiers”in carrying out orders. Should the soldiers
begin to think seriously about the expediency and
purpose of these orders, and out of their thinking
draw practical conclusions, the whole of modern so-
cietv, hased nnon violence and robbery, would totter
to its foundations.

There are very stringent measures in the arsenals
of “democratic’ America to make the soldiers obedient.
The American court-martial system was so terrible
that even members of the General staff “cried out” in

By V. G.

A Study in Class Consciousness

that, once given a job, the soldier-wor!(ers would im-
mediately develop into faithful guardians of the in-
terests of “beneficent” capital.* The spirit of reac-
tionary militarism was dominant. Hysteria was
rampant against the “radicals,” Representatives of a
Council of Soldiers and Sailors was reviled and ex-
cluded. The whole spirit of the congress was to mob-
ilize the soldiers against Socialism, in favor of that
“law and order” which means supremacy for Capital-
ism and oppression for the workers. :

To accomplish these sinister purposes. an energetic
campaign of propaganda is being carried on and cer-
tain “practical measures” taken, Former soldxers. are
given preference in applying for city or state jobs.
Employers are being bombarded with propaganda
literature advising them to adopt the same preferen-
tial policy.
American Legion is being emphasized—defense of
the present system of the exploitation of labor, based
upon the private ownership of the means of produc-
tion. The members of the Legion must carry on at
all times a relentless struggle not only against the Bol-
sheviki, but against any manifestation of the class
struggle of the American workers.

But the facts and the indications are that this pro-

At the same time, the main object of the

ject of the initiators of the America, . :
succeed for long. Among the fankn ML:}GIO!I o
former soldiers there is much dissatisfac; file Of gy
clique composed of the upper strata of fhew the
hierarchy. First of all, the soldier Drivates mlh;r)

satisfied with the name of the 3re ngy
that the name “American Legion” does . state
aims which, in their opinion, shou_[;e:n?‘m Teves] the

ganization of the soldiers. They are inge or.
so much in “Americanism” as in their d‘irl ed ng
and the initiators of the Legion are 2 1Y bresg,
concerned with this phase of the pmblega‘re.my‘m
eous patriotic indignation they rejected 1ha ™ righy
for six-months pay for the soldiers—whime» TODORa
well for the military aristocrats! 15 2l very
The soldier privates, moreover, - 2
wth the fact that the Legion is dbrr:i;;;f,"m
officers: colonels majors and captains by the
against making Lieutenant Roosevelt pres; 4 €y are
Legion. The soldiers privates maintain ﬂ-,atmt of the
ion could express their interests only when ﬂf L@F
and file dominates. And the officers Triie the rang
soldiers—not the sons of rich fathers b;lt fp.‘ix_::
own class, of the workers who from ;)ew)no] Ihe::
experience understand factory oppression ‘an; ?)mer
ployment and starvation wages, 7 unem-
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protest. They were frightened, lest the
teo-harsh character of court-martial justice
might make the soldiers erupt and acceler-
ate the catastrophe which our ‘‘democratic”
country is feverishly approaching. But if
fear holds to obedience the soldiers in the
active army. this proves not so effective with
soldiers discharged from the service. These
men have undergone “Egyptian tortures” in
France: death lay in wait for them, while
the trench life was abominable. They had
to answer with their own skins the mistakes
and blunders of their commanders. They
know that owing to uncoordinated action of
the commanders, thousands of soldiers died
in vain, even from the point of view of
purely military stratecy. These soldiers
back from the war will. doff the uniform
and don the overalls in no meek spirit—they
will not as in the past submissively accept
a monotonous and joyless life.

In order to arouse a “patriotic” disposi-
tion among the workers, they were promised
great thines from the war—democracy, a
“new world.” almost a social revolution.
But now that the victorious soldiers must
return to work. they learn from bitter ex-
perience that these great promises were
mere bluff. The prices of the means of life
continue to rise. despite the end of the war.
Instead of a qguiet life at home, yesterday’s
fighters for “democracy” are faced by un-
employment. dispossession from their homes,
and other blessings of the old order. The
landlords are impartial—they skin equally
all tenants. cven though they are soldier
heroes. True, Methodist churches are offer-
ing shelter to these soldiers—but it wasn’t
to heceme Dergars that these workers put
on the soldier's uniform and went to fight in
France!

The soldiers are discontented. They are
excited. Measures are necessary. any meas-
ures. in order to pacify them—and soldiers
are incited to break up Socialist and radical
meetinos  and  destroy buildings.  There
must be found an outlet for the discontent
in the heart of the soldiers—and pogroms
are incited against the radical elements.
They trv to make strike breakers out of the
returned soldiers. Thus the rowdy expres-
sions of groups of American soldiers are
due to the deliberate incitation of their
masters and their own lack of understanding

The three million soldiers recruited on
on the hasis of universal military service
were composed of about 95% of men from
industrial life. And now the ruling class ex-
erts all its efforts to create in the minds of
these former workers (who are again to be-
come workers) prejudice against compan-
ions of vesterday in the factory and the
chap. Al means are resorted to in this task.
The “soldiers’ congress™ at St. Louis was
one such means. The purpose of this con-
gress, according to its initiators, was to unite
all men formerly in the service, the privates
as well as the generals, into an “American
Legion.,” Tt was made clear at the congress

dications of the awakening to consciousn
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5 €sS of ¢,
American workers who are again becJumﬁA

workers after their eXperience in the yo:
form. They seem to feel instinctively ;léu‘
no,thmg good can come from the'Roozé\‘ltE:
O’Ryans and Wickershams, the geneql
colonels and majors. Tt is best that ;}RS.
§hould part.  These former soldiers, meetv
ing their former officers as men of pfope*\,
as bosses and employers, will be n;ev-’
c1]essl)'.0ppressed. In their every day }ivé
they will meet these “comrades of L'egion"
as landlords and business men who will skin
them alive. And all this will sGoner or later
open completely the eyes of these_ workers
who were formerly in the soldier’s uniform,
will reveal to them that “the master js nota
brother to the peasant.”

_ This process of awakening is now in ac.
tion. The soldier privates are already or-
ganizing into an organization of their own—
National Organization of the Private So-
diers and Sailors of America. Of this or-
ganization its president says: “In time, w
have every private that served in the war en-
listed in our legion. In no shape or form &5
it affiliated with an officers’ organization, nor
can an officer join.” This is simply the start
of a larger antagonism, which the Socialist
must intensify. . . .

The soldiers who are again
workers. must think and act as workers.
Oppressed and humiliated, they will join to-
gether with the oppressed and humiliated
who never wore the soldier’s uniform ma
conscious struggle against those who live
from the labor and blood of the w
whether in uniforms or in overalls.

It will not be enough for the private s
diers to organize independent of their ofic:
ers. They must go beyond that—to a more
conscious  class policy. Refusal to organiz
together with the officers is in itself 2 &
cognition of class divisions. The ofiicet
represent actually or in ideology, the ruling
class of Capitalism. REsas

The class struggle is the great fack 3
means of which alone the workers and
dier-workers were fighting for ~".dcmm‘l’3f.‘l-
ceases, in war or in peace; while the >-0
diers-workers were fighting for “demOCm.;_
in Europe, the capitalists used the l‘P_P‘;"“‘
ity to put over reaction and oppress ¥74

The war has awakened many.
diers will come home with new idea
more intense energy. They will not
fied with the old. Their energys
moment, is being directed agamnst
3ut the soldier-workers will realize i theit
x 2 S
ity of this, that they are acting against

X . Rk cralism,
own class in acting against Socialist

to become

ar.
The o0&
as and 3
e satis
at thes

list proletari

they will unite with the Soca: for works
for the conquest of Capitalism—1t0
peace and happiness. o

struggle is at the basis of (h}lq
For the workers (and the forner o

to avoid this struggle, is to deliv® G-
selves body and soul to the Oppﬁf':fng[e
italists. The capitalists wage_this e
against labor, consciously and jmplacady
IS necessary that labor should.




