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Clear the Decks!

HE struggle in the Socialist Party, be-
cen moderate Socialism and revoly.

onary Socialism, has assumed a chap-
nctef making a split not alone inevitable, but

nccessﬂrY' g
etion t.hat is necessary cannot be evaded,
4 ntegrity of a movement is more important
unity of a party. The unity of a part
to an end; and when the end itsel}‘é

zed by this unity, the unity must

tw

than the
s a means,

s jcoparch
pe broken:

There is @ tendency to attach too much im-
ce to the expulsions perpetrated by the
C. of the Socialist Party. These acts
co}lstitutc treacherv, of a particularly mean
variety. But that is not the issue. The issue
;s much more fundamental. and the funda-
mental aspects must be emphasized: the issue
comprised in the impossibility of reconciling
revolutionar’y proletarian Socialism with mod-
erate petty bowrgeots Socialism.

The N. E. C. and the reactionary party
hureaucracy generally are animated, ‘not by
individual malignancy (this is there) but fun-
damentally by their particular conception of
Soeialism, which is not in any sense in accord
with fundamental Socialism. They are con-
serving the Party as if wwas—an ‘expression
of middle class “Socialism” and A. F. of L.
Laborism. They represent the social tendency
comprised in social-reformism and trades-union
activity, which, while dominating the Socialist
movement until now, is directly contrary to the
actual facts of the proletarian class struggle
in its revolutionary implications. &

ortan
NE

It is against this non-Socialist tendency, and
not simply against the Party bureaucracy, that
the Left Wing (and revolutionary Socialism
in the whole world) is in revolt.

The tendency of the Left Wing is that of
the militant proletariat, an expression of the
mass struggle of the proletariat.—a struggle
not alone against the dominant Capitalism, but
equally against the smaller capitalists, the mid-
dle class and the privileged “aristocracy of
labor” of the dominant trades-unionism.

fuT?ere 1S 1o 'compromi.se conceivable on this
ndamental issue. An issue of a treacherous
il:"tzac‘ifcfsacy, an issue of momentary disputes
: 3;—t.}lese can be compromised on the
ﬂ?:;ﬁqtz)fe L;mt.‘l'_l of the Pa_rt\'.”_ Dt!t an issue
PTOICthari; 01'( e heart of S«'}cmlzsm and the
the COn(ll?ectaSSf struggle., an 1ssue th_nt'mcans
the annihi] St' o Camtz_lh?m by Socialism or
Tt ok eé)l( !Iond of Socialism by Eapltuhsm,—
ot ic udes compromise. To comprom-
sstie is to compromise fundamental

Socialism,
Facts are facts.

bu’rrezeucf_lfmlm.ts represented by the dominant
eementS‘S Sm.th,e Socialist Party are not
shoulq T;I,ff[' ocialism ; they are elements that
tionapy, élat'e with the Labor Party. Revolu-
tnite Mﬂ;)‘t)ﬁlahsm cannot compromise and
ieir cqp, lese non-Socialist elements ; and by
Moderqy, P[;’g” of terror and expulsion, these
c0m[,,0m.e ements recognize that they cannot
eft nise or unite zwith the Socialism of the

Mg—of the Communist International.

istI{D;tI};: 'deeratgs retain control of the Social-
Mentg , )'§ they will expel all revolutionary ele-
;10 the Left Wing gets control of the
Of reyo) UL £31eg oyp wiroysed) ([ 3F AWMU
Ylternatl-mona"y Socialism, of the.CommunlSt
8 mpm,;]?;]:.]' The Left Wing will brook no
4i

e unity of the Party is broken. It was
ary to break this unity to promote revo-

5, 101
B S —
| HE RI.VOLU‘[‘ION/\RY Acr

lution
ary Socialj
the mo 1sm. The jggye
derates in control of ﬂ:‘éaspior:;ed b’.’
ma-

chinery « fikin
ICnge_y’ ut the Teft Wing accepts the chal-

Unity |
modera{e Sg)cfi 1\.ivhom and  for whom? Of
i Tevolutionara lgh‘fo'r State Capitalism; or
ORI po‘i',er(?)ualxsm for the Communist
Unity! 1 ‘
e lit);m The moderates constituted unit
S y,il:mFIﬂ the upsurge of rcvolutionar§
e the Socialist Party compelled
ey uogmze that their salvation was to
rrmibg Tty of the Party,—which was ac-
Bl ,b rcl::chero'usly and impudently.
i emerm en unity becomes the condition
o gfnce of a revolutionary Socialist
s t means the easier conquest, if
o ¢ machinery of the Socialist Pa;'t
e 707/0/‘!4t1o:zary masses in the Party. 4

Th i
Part;: L%fli:l}/\limg. has conquered the Socialist
Sl iE l’s.m(llsputable. Equally indis-
e crt;&t Lthcl nlmdcratcs may, through
wer, control the Emergency Natio
' genc) nal
gloell\(rlcllltloﬁ on August 30, rcfasing to admit
= thetcga’tesvof suspended states and locals.
1 <:l cevent, the Teft Wing will constitute
s own Convention and organize a new Com-
munist Party of revolutionary Socialism,

€ (fllzgﬁlt(ilontheitL\C\vfitll \Vl.ng > ARl e R
e I '[)IOCCL.(I 1mn‘.edlately to
ganize the Socialist Party on the basis of
a Commumst Party. This implies not simply
the adoption of resolutions; it means not sim-
L»‘l‘\' a transformation in words, but in deeds.
I'he moderates, under these circumstances, will
secede; and we shall hasten their scce,ssion
by the implacability of our policy.
117‘15 necessary to clear the decks. Conquer
the Socialist Party for a Communist Party of
revolutionary Socialism!

Debs in Prison

Much has been written of the liberal
treatment which Debs received at the
hands of the authorities since his incar-
ceration. But this liberality apparently
ceased with his transfer to Atlanta Jail.
Since then no news has been received of
his treatment and his comrades have
been living under a false impression.

Whatever may have been his fate in
Moundsville Jail, a brutal autocracy has

since seen to it that Debs suffers all the
In Atlanta

rigors of prison discipline.
Jail, 'Gene Dehs—the pulsing heart ot
the American Socialist movement—mnow
grown old and bent in the physical body
with years of service in the cause of the
opprei%scd masses of America—and the

d to work in the

world, is condemned

clothing factory (h’n'mg‘ 'thc hoursgofl

sunlight. From 5 o'clock in the evening
ing Debs, in whose

i in the morn! 1
S:thilizthe freedom of the lashing sea, of
the rushing wind as ft sweeps the plains,
is locked in a narrow cell, like nlbi{qst’
in a cage. For twenty 'mmntes c:qcll ay
he is allowed fo exercise out 0; doors,
for twenty minutes each .(l?;y he mal)lr
tramp the prison vard and _.g:ue u;ég“
that little tent of blue that prisoners

)

b2
th(%{sg(iys' prohibited.from reading any Sr(:g;
jalist or radical literature, l}e may'tted
eceive any packages and he 18 pernnk
;gcscnd only one short note cach week to

his familys S ss
This is Cap_xtqhsm
ism, Let Socialism at

|

's answer to Spcial-
1swer Capitalism.

Bolshevikjabs

HINA refuses to sign the Peace Terms—
which merely proves that all the money
we have spent on missionaries failed t6 cor-
rupt the heathen,
* ok
_“And it is much more than a treaty of peace
with Germany” says President Wilson in
spea{(mg of the Peace Terms. We would have
put it the other way round and said: “It is
much less than a treaty of peace with Ger-
many—it is a declaration of war.”
R
_General Smuts’ protest which accompanied
his signature shows at least that he learned
something from his visit to Hungary.
* kX

We_suppose_that the signing of the docu-
ment in Versailles means that we can now
proceed with the other 22 wars in peace.

* k%

There is an important omission in the news-
paper accounts of the ceremonies at Versailles.
The entire press forgot to mention that the
Bolsheviki were not present.

* %

Their absence must not, however, be taken
as indicative of a lack of interest on their
part. Tt was merely due to the fact that they
felt confident that the Big Four would do
the job to their entire satisfaction.

€L 0

How well their expectations have been ful-
filled is proved by the fact that thev intend to
make the Peace Treaty their chief means of

propaganda.
* %k

Lenin is quoted as saying that he regards
the document as a masterpiece, while Trotzky
is of the opinion that a comparison of the
propaganda. values of the Paris document with
those of the one signed at Brest-Litovsk con-
clusively prove that in this field the Allies are
immeasurably ahead of the Germans.

“After Brest-Litovsk” says the Russian war
minister, “we swung Hungary into line and
we were enabled to make the first definite
impression on Germany herself. With the Ver-
sailles treaty as a basis we expect to swing
the rest of the world into line and complete
the conversion of Germany to the principles
of Bolshevism.” -

* k%

It is reported in London that, as spokesman
for the Monarchs’ Union, King George has ob-
jected to the document on the ground that it
gives the revolutionists altogether too much
propaganda material. The Mikado has ‘also
lodged a formal protest on the ground that
the League of Nations has usurped his Divine
Right.

* kK

On the other hand Samuel Gompers ex-
pressed himself as entirely indifferent, saying
that if the A, F. of L. could survive Atlantic
City it certainly was proof against any propa-
ganda written in Versailles.

* k%

The Lusk Committee took a more serious
vidw of the matter and, while stating that Ver-
sailles was outside its jurisdiction, informed our
correspondent that it had the subject under
consideration and would probably seize the
document if it entered through the port of
New York and thus prevent its distribution in

America.
® kX

William English Walling was one of the
few people entirely satisfied. He said that he
knew all along that demoracy could be relied
upon. 3
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.The National Left Wing Conference

f the Socialist Party has
unified and organized itself nat.lon\arlelz";

At its first National fonfe;inc:ﬂelai{gfén V{l o7
i arting June 2L, g
ngkan?rlgtes; by f fundament:;]l an]cgl tgsclit:]rgt

ination to conquer the O

%I:réi; tic;;;mthe revolutionary Socialism of the
Communist International.

most important iss .
fe;‘r];l:e was whether a Communist Party

e p i the Con-
should be immediately loxjgatn}::eg otc)i);]ist Party
o, G éhe sérgxg%vfleltriler the fight should
nov:igﬁ: 3?%10{11; Emergency Convention. The
ar;ference by a large majority decided tc->

le within the Party until Sep
wage the strugg 11 th lutionary
tember, in order to rally all the revo o
elements for a Communist Party, mfean\\;vv'l g
organizing', tempO}'aI.'lly, as the Left ing
Section of the Socialist Party.

The Left Wing Conference was overwhelm-
ingly a proletarian body. It was an}mated \V'lfh
a ‘fine spirit of enthusiasm, which nothing
could daunt. For four days the delegates la-
bored over important problems ; ar}d t'he pro@-
uct of their labors was an organization basis
and a theoretical formulation for a real party
of revolutionary Socialism. It was a Bol-
shevik Conference, appreciating the vital ne-
cessity of a Bolshevik policy for the Amer-
ican proletariat. On the one hand, a fringe
of Menshevik delegates were overwhelmingly
beaten; and, on the other, a tendency toward
Anarcho-Syndicalism met with absolutely no
response. Theoretically and tactically, this
Conference stands alone in the history of
American Socialism.

The Conference was composed of over go
delegates from 20 different states, coming
overwhelmingly from large industrial centers,
the heart of the militant proletarian movement,
such as New York, Boston, Buffalo, Rochester,
Philadelphia, Providence, Pittsburgh, Hart-
ford, Chicago, Minneapolis, Duluth, St. Paul,
Detroit, Kansas City, Denver, Cleveland and
Oakland, Cal. The Left Wing has taken firm
root in New England and the Pacific Coast,
in the North-West and Middle West, in New
Mexico, wherever the militant proletariat is in
action. A letter was received from dozens of
comrades “doing time” in Fort Leavenworth
Prison, greeting' the Conference as the inspir-
ation of revolutionary Socialism.

Louis C. Fraina was elected temporary
Chairman, and in his opening address sounded
the keynote of the Conference

“This Conference is an expression of the
upsurge of revolutionary Socialism within the

P%r.t)f.. The crisis in Capitalism has created a
Crisis in Socialism, and this crisis goes to the
hear@ of our revolutionary problems. The pro-
letanan.revolutmn in action has modified' the
old tactical concepts of Socialism ; and the in-
Spiration of the Bolshevik conquests joinin
with the original minority Socialism “in thg
Socialist Party, has produced the Left Win .
Ip spite of a reactionary bureaucracy, revol§:

‘ lism is conquering the Sociali
Party, proclaiming that in spiﬁ: of thec?efcil:

olicies of the past, it wiil lay the basis for
volutionary Socialist movement. Our So-
Will conquer not only the masses in
e prof,letair' | masses outside

¢ t¢

T HE Left Wing o

e before the Con-

ney (Du
~_ Res

k
N.Y.), J. Lasman (Mass.), Jac

g.i)rie():'Oh(%u(luth),)A. Wagenknecht (Ohu:l)_
and J. Stillson (Chicagg) proqeeded :1? C:ri-
sider credentials. Pending their re}:]c?' v Z
ous delegates spoke concerning comn _moﬂsC

their local movement. .Zucke'r, of Kings Co.,
spoke in favor of the immediate orgamza?qn
of a Communist Party, after which the ( all_'
urged that this particular problem be dlscu;
sed when it actually should come before the
Conference. John Reed, just returned from
attendance at the A. F. of L. Convention, gawclle
2 satirical and critical sketch of the proceed-
ings, indicting the A. F. of L. as a betrayer

rkers. :

Of’]t?};liv:gport of the Credentials Committee
recommended the seating of 66 delegates frogl
14 states (other delegates being seated at sub-

N j/",
‘ ’ _’/”, D = X ’\
AN . NEr Y
h -t g1y, !/
N <= 7

The Upsurge of Socialism

sequent sessions) but split on the question of
seating 15 delegates representing the Central
Committees of the Russian, Polish, Lettish,
Ukrainian, Esthonian, Lithuanian and South
Slavic Federations. The majority recom-
mended seating them as full delegates. Max
Cohen, as the minority, opposed this, arguing
that the Federations were already adequately
represented through regular delegates they
elect.ed or participated in electing, and that
seating delegates from the Central Committees
meant duplicate representation. The majority
report was accepted.

With the adoption of the Credentials Com-
mittee’s report Fraina vacated the chair, and
William Bross Lloyd of Chicago was elected
permanent Chairman, A. Renner of Detroit
Vice-Chairman, Fannje Horowitz of New
York permanent secretary, and Rosenth:;l of
Philadelphia assistant secretary.  Committ:
were then elected as follows: - -

Manifesto and Program: Fraj
Batt (Detroit), Stocl?litzkv (éﬁ;ﬁ:g(()?osﬁ?tlg,
enberg (Cleveland) and Ferguson (Chicag. )-

Organization, Finance and Press: C;l'?exi

(ENFRV Wagenknecht (Ohi
Y ¢ 10), N. I. Hour-
Alpin(g (Nev)vl SE[;)I{.J?dgren (Brooklyn), Mac-

Labor Committee ‘J'oh R

Gitlow (Bronx), A. Ander ced (N. V), Ben
3 . s
huth) aid Jusgis (Bosion). " 20

the National Council, and tha¢ onl

i Y the p
gram be considered. After 5 4 + Fro.
which the Communist Party agai:ls?r‘l:erm' in
itself, this procedure was adopted. )

th?" read t}le Program on behalf of the:gum
mittee, which was considereq poing o Con,.
Tt was in two parts—one the C°mmuzfist $
gram, consisting of a summary of the Pro.
vik Call for an International Commun; :

d of the Manif 15t Con.
gress an niiesto and pr
the Communist International ; the oth(ﬁ"m of
gram devoted to the program of th: Pro.
Wing. An interesting discussion took
particularly on mass action; Batt of Dgth%
opposed the Committee’s TePOrt on g foit
tion, arguing that the term mass action S}im:!.
be qualified by the word political, while F tild
answering on behalf of the Committeq arrama
that mass action, while it develops nm;pc’%l:.ed
ally under the impulse of concentrated <
dustry, acquires a political character asm';
comes in conflict with the bourgeois swl
mass action being not alone the tactics of ti;
immediate struggle, but equally the fipa ta‘c:
tics of the social revolution,

In the discussion of the report of the (gm.
mittee on Manifesto and Program, the jssye
of the immediate organization of a Commynis
Party was again interjected. This interjec-
tion of the Communist Party issue interfered
with the transaction of business: realizing
which, the Conference decided to suspend the
regular order of business and proceed with
the report of the Organization Committee,
The majority of the Organization Committes
reported in favor of the Conference organiz-
ing as the Left Wing Section of the American
Socialist Party, that a National Council of
nine members should be elected to compose
the executive-organ of the Left Wing Sec-
tion, and that The Rewvolutionary Age (to be
combined with the New York Communist),
should become the national organ. The ma-
jority further reported in favor of carrying
on the fight within the Party for the coming
two months; that all Left Wing locals and
states, including those expelled or suspended.
should elect delegates to the Emergency Con-
vention of the Socialist Party to be held at
Chicago, August 30; and that if all delegates
are not seated, including delegates of St
pended organizations, the Left Wing dele-
gates shall secede and organize a new Om}
munist Party. The minority, consistig oe
Nicholas I. Hourwich, reported in favor ot +
immediate organization of a Commies
Party. :

All Sunday evening was given t0 this
cussion. Fraina raised a point ot Ofde".a
the minority report in favor of ImMEtEE
organizing ‘a Communist Party Wa
order, on the ground that it was mlC
with the Call of Local Boston, Lot feiy
land and the Left Wing Section of M‘Zé
City, on the basis of tvhich the Conferet
The Chair ruled the point of order whe pes
and the minority report not before on. 1€
An appeal was taken from this ‘deaistaiﬂ‘d
sulting in a vote of 42 to 42, which s‘ ;
the chair. MacAlpine thereuport Ho% e
onded by Fraina, a suspension of t€ &
order to discuss the immediate @ that H
of a new party. Larkin amengiedam

ch, representing those favorifig o
mmunist Party, and C. E-
enting those favoring ﬂ':)e

W

d to draw up a J
t ~ussion cO!

s




v &N

el sover all connections with the
: IRt DAty of e Uiited. States and pro-
Coond At anee WD the wark of arganizing a

; \ AR
*m‘ik\l(\‘ All he delegates participatad in
the disoustion,  The advovates of an medi:
RizAtion of & Communist Party argued
hat v Wa the \\\\\\h\\k\*ﬁ\\al momanty that
work it the Noomlist Party  wonld
ws«\m\\ e 1 oentre” elomentsy that
We showkl organize madiatell on an wne
COMPIONNNRR  Party  hasis,  The opponents
pd that & Communist Barty must be on
ganieady hat 1o ane could oppose this party,
and that e only 1lve was one of judgment
and e, werher 1t shondd de done now n
New York or twa manths later i Chicago
At 1T way abtolataly nacessary 1o proceed
with the strogale W the Soclalist Party for
A0 onthy more, 1 ander to rally the broad
Foltonary masses of the party far Cony
munit Nockaliam,  The vesolation i favor of
Inmadiately organizing 8 Communist Party
WAy detaatad by a rall call vote of 33 against

The s aame jip in another form, when,
ANEr & candny, the dologates reprasenting the
Central Committoes of the Russtan Paderations
bhrought hafore the Conferance the Call of the
Noclatint Party of Michigan for a convention
M Chicagn, Septamber 1, 10 organize a nw
Soolalint Party, asking that the Conference
andorse the Calll  Challengsd o deny that
the Michigan call was not a Menshevik one,
all the Russlan comrades remained silent,
ThiS was alto defeatad, The Conference, an
olpating that the repudiated Natlonal By
Rntive Commiittes of the Socialist Party might
Al off the Emergency Convention, passad a
motion that, i that avent, the national Left
Wing il carry on the August 30 convention,

Another intense disvussion took place on
the report of the Organization Committes,

Tur REVOLUTIONARY  Aak

§

fecamimending that the executive body of the
Left Wing Section shall e a National Coun-
S ot nine members, elected by the Conterence
Well, - A minority of two, Hourwich and
! \\\‘[f\\\‘\‘n\ brought in a minority repart that,
maddition to these nine, there shall be at
loast seven other members to be elected one
aach by the Central Committees of the Rus-
slan Federations (this, in time, would mean
at least eleven members an the Counetl elected
by Central Committees of the Language Fed-
arations),  This propasal would have meant
contral of the National Council by delepates
of the Paderation Central Committees,  The
argument made i favor was that the Bedera-
1ons constitite the hackbone of the Left Wing,
and are solidly Bolshevik; the argunient made
againat was that the Conference could not
APProve of separate and duplicate representas
fon, the Faderations dlready belng m\eqmuﬂv
reprosentad by delegates at the Conference it-
Seit and that we should have membership cons
ol pot Central Cammittee control, The mine
ORIty report was defeated, A National Couns
Al of nine members was thereupon elected
as fallows: . B Ruthenbery, ot Cloveland
Louly €, Fraing, of Rostony 1, B, Ferguson,
of Chicagoy John Rallam, of Bostony lames
Larkin, of New York: Fadmonn MacAlpine,
of New Yorki Benjamin Gitlow, of New
York: Max Cohen, of New York) and Bert
Walte, of New York, (At the first meeting
of the Counetl, Fraina was electad Bditor of
The Revoluttonary Age, and MacAlpine Man-
aging Bditory these two comrades thereupon
resigned as mambers of the Couneil.)

On the thind day, 31 delegatey, consisting
mostly of the Federationy, decided, after a
caueny, that they would withold further activs
ity in the Conference because of its attitude
on the Communist Party, these delegates resig-
ning from all committees and having pres
viously declined nominations for the National

Couneil, The 31 practically bolted the Cons
ference,

At the following sessions (eight in all were
held) the reports of the Committees on Mani-
feato and Program, Labor Organization and
Resolutions, were disposed of. A diseussion
took place on the question of a resolution en-
dorsing the I, W, W, The report of the
Labor Organization Committee was finally
adopted, accepting the 1, W, W, as a revolu-
tionary mass movement, but condemning the
theoretical short-comings of its spokesmen,
Resolutions were adopted approving the class
war prisoners strike, sending our greetings o
all comrades in prison, condemning and oppos-
g intervention in Mexico, expressing our
solidarity with the comrades of Russia and
Hungary, and calling upon workers to refuse
to work on munitions for the counter-revolu-
tion, and that the National Council be in-
structed to study the agrarian problem, The
Labor Organization Committee brought in a
plan for actual agitation among the workers,
A permanent Labor Committee being elected,
subject to the National Council, for this work,
as tollows: Read (N, Y)), Jim Cannon (Kan-
say), Marion  Sproule  (Mass)), Carney
(Minn),  Cosgrove  (Mass), Stankowitz
(Penna,), Rey (Cal), Gitlow (N, Y.), and
Juraiy (Mass),

The final act of the Conference was the
adoption of the following motion, made by
Framay  “That the National Council eall a
conference in Chicago September 1 of all revos
lutionary elwments willing to unite with a
revolutionizad Socialist Party or with a Com-
munist Party that may be organized by Left
Wi delegates seceding from the Convention
of the Socalist Party to be held August 30"

After an inspiring singing of the “Red
Flag™ and the “Internationale™ the Conference
adjonrned, determined to conquer for Com-
nmunist Socialism,

To the Workers of Germany

N this ternible hour when the German
poople are suffering under the cruel hlows
of a victorions lmperialism, the revolutionary
Workers and peasants of Russia send their
fraternal greetings and expressions of work:
N solidarity, Eutente imperfalism has de-
Toatad its enemy and i now elebrating its faast
OF victory, which will not, however, last very
fong.  Recognizing no restraint, devaid of
shame, it oxposes ity bandit nature, which
Knows nothing dut profit, force and robberv,
“Woe to the vanguished I it erfes out,  Drunk
m‘gh victary, and with the animal lust of the
Primitive savage it has no other ohject than
1 wound as erielly as possidle the vanquished
poopley, to exploit them as completely as poss
and to make them exem:x\ captives and

WON,
* « Unparalleled robbery, unparalleled servitude,
SUeh 18 the meaning of the Peace Traaty which
R shamelessly foread npon the German

by the Entente rulers,  This so-called
which an exhansted nation 18 farced
18 nothing short of a downright cvime,
Jos with an wngquestionable  German

on, are torn from the German peopley
MOSt precions natiral TESONICE are taken
. Thev are compellad to pay such mon-
U contributions, that even it the whole
people shanld labor day and night ex-
to satisfy their conguerary, they
incapable of disposing of the burden,
Deing so thoroughly disarmed, that
may at any time penetrate nto the
the country and inflict upan it the

The Damocles’ sword of destrue

By G, CrionsmN,
Russian Soviet Commissaire of Forelgn
Affairs (Moscow, May 26).

gon will contintonsly hang aver the whote
Qountry,

Under the cover of guarantess and cons
trol, the victor, the new slave driver, will
follow every motion of his captives and staves,
The sitnation which iy thus croated for the
German working people 18 well-night nnbaar
able. and its misery would have no bounds it
it was not a certainty that the dreams of the
victors, who have lost all reason, will last but
2 short time, that the harharous goveramentsy
ol imperialistic violations are passing through
Meir last days.  The revolutionary workers
and peasants of Russia have passed through
some triblations: they know what the men
ciless trinmph of & victor means,

The revolutionary workers and paasants of
Russia have placed all their hopes in the work-
ors’ revolution, which iy approaching with
alant strides by means of the rovolutionary
solidarity of the workers of the whale world,
whose hour of triwvmph will strike i the near
future. In the days of battle, the revolutions
ary forces have deen steelad,  Surroundad on
All sides by relentloss imperialistic and conns

ferrevolutionary  elements

thay have forgad

the mighty weapans of the Red Armies, The
hour of the final victory is yet distant, Serious
battles against the hosts of imperialism and
against the counterrevalutionary bands which
have penetrated into our territory are still be-
ing waged, But the Russian workers and
paasanty know that they are progresing step
by step towands the final victory,

For the workers and peasants of Germany
also, their present sufferings are only & trans
sitory trial which must strengthen your forces
ten-fold,  Your sutferings are felt by the warks
g masses of Russia who are united with you
i workernn' solidarity. The shamelessness and
brutality of the victor, forgetiul of all reason,
are In themselves sufictent proot for ws that
the world of robbers and violators & on the
e of its final destruction, In il the Entente
countriey, whase nighty ralers are p g
the defeated German people of thair all, the
working masses will obtain nothing nore than
R MW sharpening of their S('t\‘it\‘;%% and new
and hawvier chaing, But in thase countries alve,
the ayes of the proletarians will open, and
With avery victory the revolutionary movemant
will dail and mare and MO powerns
fall,  And thus, in the coaselawly growing
warkd revolution of the working massey, in the
{raternal solidarity of the worker of all nds,
gx;dh&&inmmmammw

~




E
TrE REVOLUTIONARY AG

— HE world is in crisis. Capit:'a.hs‘m, :l:-e
revailing system of society, 1S in Fits
€ss o? disintegration and collap«s.:i (S(‘;;ro A
S‘itals e ?tnes‘gcisﬁ?;m' and‘ the
i f Communis : g
s;stemle (l))etween this new social order ?n]gtte]:f
ts)sgulsgnow the fundamental problem o

natipnal politics. “war for democracy” domi-

tor de i
;I;geﬂgevsgrld? But now it is the revolution
::y proletariat in action that dominates, con-

. N o
quering power in some natlons,lizszllll‘;“)‘r‘lbﬂgg
Tl o imotners, and ¢ g-e for the
proletariat of all nattx(o:n; ittz?l : S}:;“«Par

Al le against Caj sn.
ﬁn]a?lllustg;gc—ig;lismgitSe_lf is in crisis. Events ars
revolutionizing Capitalism and S oaal]zsmf—til1
indication that this is the hlstorlg epoch o " <
proletarian revolution.  Imperialism is l't e
final stage of Capitalism; and Imperialism
means sterner reaction and new wars of con-
quest—unless the revolutionary proletariat ac{ts'
for Socialism. Capitalism cannot reform itself ;
it cannot be reformed. Humanity can be saved
from its last excesses only by the Communist
Revolution. There can now be only the So-
cialism ‘which is one in temper and purpose
with the proletarian revolutlxonary.strugglc.
There can be only the Socialism which unites
the proletariat of the whole ‘world in the
general struggle against the desperatt?l_\'. de-
structive Imperialisms — the Ifnp‘enal_lsms
which array themselves as a single force
against the onsweeping proletarian revolu-
tion.

THE WAR AND IMPERTALISM.

The prevailing conditions, in the world of
Capitalism and of Socialism, are a direct prod-
uct of the war; and the war was itself a direct
product of Imperialism.

Industrial development under the profit sys-
tem of Capitalism is based upon the accumula-
tion of capital, which depends upon the ex-
propriation of values produced by the workers.
This accumulation of capital promotes, and is
itself promoted by, the concentration of in-
dustry. The competitive struggle compels each
capitalist to secure the most efficient means
of production, or a group of capitalists to com-
bine their capital in order to produce more
efficiently. This process of concentration of
industry and the accumulation of capital, while
a product of competition, ultimately denies and
ends competition. The concentration of indus-
try and of capital develops monopoly.

Monopoly expresses itself through dicta-
torial control exercised by finance-capital over

industry ; and ﬁn.anc'e-capital unifies Capitalism
for world-exploitation. Under Imperialism.
the banks, whose; control is centralized in &
clique of financial magnates, dominate: the
wh(_)le of industry directly, purely upon the
basis of nvestment exploitation, and not for
Purposes of social production.

Capitalism, accordingly,

e must find means oyt

nation for the absorption of this

e
by the export of consumable goods Am:;?g;xl
exports, particularly, except for the war period

11:, eXported, as
Ckward territory
ds, or to start native factorieé,

Con fgrmca

7 the
Tssued on Awthority of o Lnft Wing

by the National Council of th

i in short, predommantl_}' a
ltﬁ\ac;g’ i:l‘:f:grllnggc;d;{l This export of) ]f;eplfﬁle'
t(‘)gEther with the struggle to :11502?1% S
world's sources of raw materlduces Tareral
trol undeveloped territory, pro
lsnj\. fully developed capitalist natlonI is :gx;:
peiled to accept Imperialism. Each n

; i
seeks markets for the absorption of its s

sessing

- ed territory, pos S

bl Capltfal. Ul:x(jzt‘:aerlgll; the industrial develop£

sources of raw s t o
: . e investmen

1 f which will require t 3 =

?z;giqttalo ax‘ld the purchase of macluneryé.t%en
S Gl etiti

comes the objective of 'Cap;ttatllsfilc P
imperialistic nations. S

between the imp l ch of Imperialism,

Coptiaitin, i G0 Gt OF 1 suprem-
comes to rely for its Qrosperlty Z?m'e ant =
acy upon the exploitation and ens av lmr i
colonial peoples, either in c’:‘olom‘e‘s, SI{’ IS o
influence,” “protectorates,” or m;m(.atgones,f
—savagely oppressing hundreds of millions g+
subject peoples in order to assure high profit
and interest rates for a few million people in
the favored nations.

This struggle for undeveloped territory, raw
materials, and investment markets, is carried
on “peacefully” between groups of internatio-
nal finance-capital by means of “agreel_nents.
and between the nations by means of diplo-
macy; but a crisis comes, the competition be-
comes irreconcilable, antagonisms cannot be
solved peacefully, and the nations resort to
war,

_ The antagonisms between the European na-
tions were antagonisms as to who should con-
trol undeveloped territory, sources of raw ma-
terials, and the investment markets of the
world. The. nevitable consequence was war.
T he issue bemg world power, other nations, in-
c]udmg.the United States, were dragged in.
Tlle le.ted Statgs, while having no direct ter-
ritorial interests in the war, was vitally con-
cer ned since the 1ssue was world power: and
;_t.\ Capitalism, having attained a position of
.!‘nflllglal world power, had direct imperial-
IStIC interest at stake.
I_f]1e imperialistic character of the w
frarxed by an imperialistic Peace—a peace
that strikes directly at the peace and Iiberty f
the world, which organ; Sy @
R 2 ganizes the great im perial
IStic powers into Cpo T
a sort of “tryst of nations.”
among Whom the world ; s Jaations,
S Whon orld is divided financially
and territorially, Ty aliCially
: Y. e League of Nati &
sumply the screen for this diyis; PSR OIS RIS
- d1vision of the world
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upon production. Th; answer of Capitaligy, .
war; the answer of the proletariat jg the S
cial Revolution and Socialism,

Tre COLLAPSE OF THE INTERN AT1Oy AL

In 1912, at the time of the first Balkanv;
FEurope was on the verge of a generg] ;.
perialistic war. A Socialist International ;
ress was cqnyened at Basle to act gn the m%
pending crisis. Tlle resolutlgn adopteq i
matiged the coming war as vmperialist;, afd
as unjustifiable on any pretext of nationg) |,
terest. The Basle resolution declareq &

1. That the war would create an €Cony;
and political crisis; 2. That the Worke;c
would look upon participation in the War 3
a crime. which would arouse “indignation arfg
revulsion” among the masses: That
crisis and the psychological condition of ﬁ]e
workers would create a situation that Socialiste
should use “to rouse the masses and haste;
the downfall of Capitalism” ; 4. That the goy-
ernments “fear a proletarian revolution” 3nq
should remember the Paris Commune and the
revolution in Russia in 19os, that s, a oiyil
war.

The Basle resolution indicted the comip
war as imperialistic, a war necessarily to ha
opposed by Socialism, which shoyld use the
opportunity of war to wage the revolutionary
struggle against Capitalism. The policy of
Socialism was comprised in the strugele to
transform the imperialistic war into a civil war
of the oppressed agiinst the Oppressors, and
for Socialism.

The war that came in I9I4 was the same
imperialistic war that might have come n
1012, or at the time of the Agadir crisis But,
upon the declaration of war, #he dominant
Socialism, contrary to the Baslp resolution, ac-
cepted and justfiied the war.

Great demonstrations were held. The govern-
ments and war were denounced. But, imme-
diately upon the declaration of war, there was
a change of front. The war credits were veted
by Socialists in the parliaments. The domi-
nant Socialism favored the war ; a small minoi-
ity adopted a policy of petty bourgeois pacif-
s and only the Left Wing groups adhered
to the policy of revolutionary Socialism.

It was not alone g problem of preventing the
war. The fact that Socialism could not pre-
vent the war, was not a justification for ac
cepting and idealizing the war. Nor was it 2
problem of immediate revolution, The Basle
Manifesto simply required opposition to lhve
War and the fight to develop out of its circu=
stances the revolutionary struggle of the pré-
letariat against the war and Capitalisn]. i
. The dominant Socialism, in accepting :m,'_
lustifying the war, abandoned the class strus
gle and betrayeq Socialism. The class sttis:
gle is the heart of Socialism. Without Smtt
c.onform_ity to the class struggle, in its rey%ér
tonary mplications, Socialism becomes eit o
sheer Utopianism, or a method of re“ﬁ“-?,;i
But the dominant Socialism accepted C;r_
Peace,” the “unity of all the classes an pim'
tes” in order to wage successfully the .
Perialistic war. The dominant Socialism U“a"
;weth the governments against Socialis™

Proletariat, ring
“_:Ehe class Struggle comes to a chma:f\'ei.lpres-
Sk ational struggles are a form O ey
Slon of the class struggle, whether the) jal
re\_'ollltionar)' wars forbfiberatioﬂ o8 lm;:ring
;5 "‘iy;::arti for spoilation, It is PTeC‘Sreol‘),} 2
OPDortun'tat Material conditions frugge a
conclyet] Yffor waging the clﬂsfs S 1
s \\'asn or the conquest o P.»a war 0

& war for world-power
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sizing the Marxian policy that
of the Socialist system is the
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social-reformism, the ‘“co-op-
es,” and the bourgeois
Eeasiithe  basis  of its
.Socialism was prepared
ibility with the bourgeoisie in
the capitalist state, even to the
ing the bourgeoisie against the

ter-revolutionary tendency of
lism finally reveals itself in
st Socialism during the pro-
, as in Russia, Germany and

derate Socialism was ini-
mation of the Social-Demo-
any. This party united
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lonary Socialism was aban-
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which Marx, in his Criti-
‘am, characterized as
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lective of the mj : YAl { C
moderate Socia 1sr(r111:e 'Iﬁziéagathht'e}x pthquf
gonary theoty of the neeessity of conuering
ot g i o and praice e
& tying Capitalism, of a gradual
peaceful growing into” Socialism b\‘bmeans
(I);tl]ffsmlitwe 11'1€flcl>rms. In the words of Jean
: We shall carry on our reform work
g‘; d’ér‘c,?mplete transformation of the existing
But Imperialism exposed the final futility of
this policy. Imperialism unites the 1n0N-pro-
letarian classes, by means of State Capitalism,
for 1nterqatxonal conquest and spoilation. The
small capitalists, middle class and the aristoc-
racy of labor, which previously acted against
concentrated industry, now compromise and
unite with concentrated industry and finance-
capital in Tmperialism. The small capitalists
accept the domination of finance-capital, be-
Ing allowed to participate in the adventures
and the fabulous profits of Tmperialism, upon
which now depends the whole of trade and
industry ; the middle class invests in monopo-
listic enterprises, an income class whose in-
come depends upon finance-capital, its mem-
bers securing “positions of superintendence,”
its technicians and intellectuals being exported
to undeveloped lands in process of develop-
ment; while the workers of the privileged
unions are assured steady employment and
comparatively high wages through the profits
that come from the savage exploitation of
colonial peoples. All these qon—prole.tarria_n SO-
cial groups accept Imperialism, their liberal
and progressive” Jdeas.bgcommg factors in
the promotion of Imperialism, manufacturing
the democratic ideology of Imperialism with
which to seduce the masses. Imperialism re-
quires the centralized state, capable of uniting
211 the forces of capital, of unifying the m.chlls-
trial process through ‘s;tate control ’fmdf regL{) 'z}—
tion, of maintaining class peace, ﬁ 1) 1:
izing the whole national power in the s}ru}g
oles of Imperialism. State (.:a‘[n-tahsm s t;ey
?orm of expression of Impermmm,—pr?uset Y
that State Capitalism promoted by }rlnoc er?. %
otty bourgeois Socialism. What the par Sla‘
R ntary policy of the dominant moderate So-
::?zflism accomplished was to b“(t:tr egts f;hemcf?tg
talist state, to prprlr}o\te' State Capitalism,
strengt }i‘e“ 1Im§ie Socialism was part and parcel
The dom ol Tiberal mqv?frsent»‘b“t th

: 2
Deration
of

state, against its alliance
social groups, and against
State Capitalism.

Wwith its revolutionary fundamentals. But the
representatives of moderate Socialism refused
to broaden the}x: tactics, to adapt themselves to
the new conditions. The consequence was a
miserable collapse under the test of the war
and the proletarian revolution,—the betrayal of
Socialism and the proletariat. e
THE PROLETARIAN REVOLUTION.

The dominant Socialism justified it< accept-
ance of the war on the plea that a revolution
did not materialize, that the masses abandoned
Socialism.

This was conscious subterfuge. When the
economic and political crisis did develop po-
tential revolutionary action in the proletariat,
the dominant Socialism immediately assumed
an attitude against the Revolution.  The pro-
letariat was urged nof to make a revolution.
The dominant Socialism united with the capi-
talist governments to prevent a revolution.

‘The Russian Revolution was the first act of
the proletariat against the war and Imperialism.
But while the masses made the Revolution in
Russia, the bourgeoisie usurped power and or-
ganized the regulation bourgeois-parliamentary
republic. This was the first stage of the Revo-
lution. Against this bourgeois republic organ-
ized the forces of the proletarian Revolution.
Moderate Socialism in Russia, represented by
the Mensheviki and the Social-Revolutionists,
acted against the proletarian revolution. It
united with the Cadets, the party of bourgeois
Imperialism, in a coalition government of bour-
geois democracy. It placed its faith in the
war “against German militarism,” in national
ideals, in parliamenetary democracy and the
“co-operation of classes.”

But the proletariat, urging on the poorer
peasantry, conquered power. It accomplished
a proletarian revolution by means of the Bol-
shevik policy of “all power to the Soviets;"—
organizing the new transitional state of pro-
letarian dictatorship. Moderate Socialism, even
after its theory that a proletarian revolution
was impossible had been shattered by life itself.
acted against the proletagian revolution and
mobilized the counter-revolutionary :
against the Soviet Republic,—assisted b
moderate Socialism of Germany and the

Apologists maintained that th
moderate S
ot by %
'

s
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(Continued from Page 7)
international revolution of the proletariat, the
war having initiated the epoch of the proletari-
an revolution.

The revolution in Germany decided the con-
troversy. The first revolution was made by
the masses, against the protests of the domi-
nant moderate Socialism, represented by the
Social-Democratic Party. As in Russia, the
first stage of the Revolution realized a bour-
cois parliamentary republic, with power in
the hands of the Social-Democratic Party.
Acainst this bourgeois republic organized
new revolution, the proletarian revolution di-
rected by the Spartacan-Communists. And,
precisely as in Russia, the dominant moderaie
Socialism opposed the proletarian revolution,
opposed all power to the Soviets, accepted par-
Namentary democracy and repudiated prole-
tarian dictatorship.

The issue in Germany could not be obscured.
Germany was a fully developed industrial na-
tion, its economic conditions mature for the
introduction of Socialism. In spite of dissimil-
ar economic conditions in Germany and Rus-
sia, the dominant moderate Socialism pursued
2 similar counter-revolutionary policy, and re-
volutionary Socialism a common policy, indi-
cating the international character of revelu-
tionary proletarian tactics.

There is, accordingly, a common policy that
characterizes moderate Socialism, and’ that is
its conceplion of the state. Moderate Social-
ism affirms that the bourgeois, democratic par-
Hamentary state is the necessary basis for the
introduction of Socialism; accordingly, it con-
ceived the task of the revolution, in Germany
and Russia, to be the comstruction of th?
democratic parliamentary state, after which the
process of introducing Socialism by legislative
reform measures could be initiated. Qut of this
conception of the state developed the counter-
revolutionary policy of mederate Secialism.

Revolutionary Socialism, on the contrary, in-
sists that the democratic parliamentary state
can never be the basis for the introduction of
Socialism; that it is necessary to destroy the
parliamentary state, and construct a new state
of the organized producers, which will deprive
the bourgeoisie of political power, and function
as a revolutionary dictatorship of the prole-
tariat

The proletarian revolution in action has con-

clusively proven that moderate Socia’ism is in-
capable of realizing the objectives of Social-
ism. Revolutionary Socialism alene is capable
of mobilizing the proletariat for Socialism.
for the conguest of the power of the state, by
means of revolutionary mass action and pro-
letarian dictatorship,
ANMERICAN SOCIALISM.

The upsurge of revolutionary Socialism in
the American Socialist Party, expresseq in the
Left Wing, is not a product simply of Euro-
pean conditions. It is, in a fundamental sense.
the product of the experience of the American
movement—the Left Wing tendency in the
Party having been invigorated by the experi-
ence of the proletarian revolutions in Europe.

The dominant mﬁ;mtteh Sgcoicalism of the

; tional was & ialism of the
_ The policy of moderate Secialism in the
io';ahst comprised its policy in an at-

upon the larger capitalists, the trusts,
ing that all other divisions in society
ing the lesser capitalists and the mid-
petite bourgeoisie—are material

investors, the professions,—in short. the of-
ficial Socialist Party actually depended upon
the petite boiurgeoisie for the realization of
Socialism. A

The concentration of industry in the United
States gradually eliminated the small produc-
ers. which initiated the movement for govern-
ment ownership of industry—and for other re-
forms proposed to check the power of the phu-
tocracy ; and this bourgeois policy was the ani-
mating impu'se of the practise of the Socialist
Party.

This party, moreover, developed into an ex-
oression "of the unions of the aristocracy of
‘abor—of the A, F. of L. The party refused
to engage in the struggle against the reac-
tionary unions, to organize a new labor move-
ment of the militant proletariat.

While the concentration of industry and
social developments generally conservatized the
skilled workers, it developed the tyvpical pro-
letariat of unskilled labor, massed in the basic
industries. This proletariat, expropriated of
all property, denied access to the A. F. of L.
“nions, required a labor movement of its own.
This impulse produced the concept of in-
dustrial unionism, and the I. W. W. But the
dominant moderate Socialism rejected indus-
wrial unionism and openly or covertly acted
against the I. W. W.

Revolutionary industrial unionism, more-
over, was a recognition of the fact that extra-
parliamentary action was necessary to accom-
plish the revolution. that the political state
should be destroyed and a new pro‘etarian state
of the organized producers constructed in order
to realize Socialism. But the Socialist Party
vot only repudiated the form of industrial
unionism, it still more emphatically repudiated
its revolutionary political implications. cline-
Ing to petty bourgeois parliamentarism and re-
formism.

: United with the aristocracy of labor and the
gnd.dllg cl;\\. Ehe dominant Socialism in the
,")_sxa ISt Farty necessarily developed all the
evils of the dominant Socialism of Europe—
r e e

IY task of reconstructing unionism.
on the basis of which alone a militant mass
Socialism could emerge. o
b'Ilt' ::Fl;lltlhed _}}'orkdng class poljtica! action.
¥ limiting political action to elections and par-
gc;pam_)n lin legiSlztive reform activity pafn

very single case where th iali S e
c}}ected public officials theyehgggl;giupefi? c}(;:i
i Th{s was the official policy of the Partv. Its
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Seiae S e class strucele
giié;iorﬁl:da%mtal political and industrial jm-
drew more angtmt;‘ree ;(:'gi‘e)g:}on et
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initiate a revolutionary proletarian pol; fta
The war and the proletari ?Odc:‘ oA
}:{ussia provided the opportunzil:lv re’\rc}n:uzgm <
list Party, under the impulse of its € Socia-
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s g i e PomansY of the party was
which accepted urgeois People’s Coun S
those wh p,-ani 2 Wilson Peace and betrayed
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to the war, il in opposition

fusing affiliation with the Communjis; 1
national of revolutionary Socialism e
PROBLEMS OF AMERICAN Socrag;e,

Imperialism is dominant in the Uniteq «
which is now a world power. It ic.d
a centralized, autocratic federa] ;{0\' -
acquiring the financial and military re\ei 3
- zgression and wars of conquest. - T‘n?.
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society. Its ‘“reconstruction”
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ment, as in Seattle and W
struggle of the proletariat is ¢

A minor phase of the awa!
the trades unions organi
i an effort to conserve wha
as a privileged caste. A
the instrument for the e
warking class: its policy wo
what is now tht official p
Partv—reforming Capi
the bourgeois parliamentary
Is as much a danger to the revo
Ietariat as moderate, petty bo
—the fwo being expressi
tendency and policy. Ther
promise either with Labori
moderate Socialism.

But there is a more vi
tendency of the workers
strikes—strikes which ar
agamnst the bureaucracy in
against the employers. These
stitute the determining
action in the davs to
Socialism must use these :
Volts to broaden the strike.
and militant; use the
Jecuves, and. finally, d
strike against Ca

Revelutionary Soct I
the mass struggles of the
directly in these struggles -
the revalytionary purposes
the proletarian movement.
Of the American proletariat T
terial basis out of which t

A
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Cepts and action of revoluti

Qur task is to encourage the !
movements in the A_ F. of L.
tnions, to break the power 0

are corrupted by Imperia
militant proletariat. The A. F.
oMinant expression, is united W
ISm. A bulwark of reactio
SXDoseq and its power for evil
O.“r task, moreover, is to @
Snize the mass of the unorgas
Proletariat, which constitutes the D3
militant Socialism. The struggle £07 &
(Conitnied on page 1+
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Tore Revoturionany Aoy

The Ieft Wing and the

T thin moment fwo CHMplEng nre lelng
cartied on within the American Soelulist
Party. One s a campatgn to defent the trans
formation of the parly into an organ of ey
lutionary Socialism, "I'he other fy nn ntenuive
cumpaign of Socialist educntion, (he frenfont
campuign of Soclalist education ever cuprfed
o in lﬁv United Staten,

The officinl control of the Socluliaf Pagly,
now centered in the repudinted National [ixe
cutive Committee and fn some of the Joeal
exceutive hodies, v belng used (o thwart (he
demand of the overwhelming minjority of the
membership that the Socialist Puarty shinll conge
to play capitalistic politics with the revoly
tlonary aspirations of (he proletariag,

The l.r}f Wing movement within (he Ly
liaw been in-actual forms a campnign of edy
catfon, The Left Wing has hrought to the
members of the party not only the most fafth
ful record of the historic nclilevements of (e
revalutionary proletarviat in all countries, hut
also an analysis of the changing character of
world: Socialism i relation (o these achieve
ments  And, o turn, the awalkened fmpulses
and understanding on the part of the rank and
file of the membership accounts for the presen
fnsfstent demand  that the American Parly
shall at once (ransform itself, fn apivit and
methods, in Barmony with the Socialism now
catried by the curcent of history into the fore
front of the world social deama,

Socialisty everywhere—Socialists who really
thinte and feel fn true proletarian comselouuness

lhnye been moved (o the depths of thely be
Ingg by the (romendous events slnce Augst
Athy, 1org. They realize that (he historie
changes of these five years cannot be withou
meaning {o the proletariat of Americn,  Tliey
realize that American Soclalism can no longer
remaudn the confused, Hutles, annemic XN
wlon of vadical democratism which it was in
the yeurs preceding the world war of finance
fmpertalism, [t must become o proletarian
expression in terms of the elass strupgele,

I'o those who have not yet grasped the full
significanee of this new assertion within the
purty, who have not yel visualized (he real
challengge of e which must wealkly express
itsell in phrases and who yet suspect that there
I8 an element of artificial stimulation fn this
process of party change,to tlhese comicdes
particulnrly we call attention to (he quiet pro
press of revolutionary Ix:uminrnmlmq willin
the party which has heen going on sinee the
udoption of (he St Louts platform in- April;
1917, Tor the year 1916, (he state of Olda
homa had an average membership of 0,300,
surpassed only by the sfate of New Yorlk, with
mn averige for the year of 0774, Next ciane
Minois, with 6,000, and anly Pennsylvania
e Mugsachusetts also stood above the §,.000
el or g the Oklahomn nverage wis
tnder 2,000, with New Yorle at 12,642 and
[inois, Kook, Ohio wis wdded (o the st of
flates with over 5,000, The hig gains for the
fiest part of 1010 wre o New Yo, [inofs,
Ohio, Pennsylvanin, Wisconsin, Michigan aud
Mussnchusetts,  from 1016 (o 1918, 14 Wesl
o and Sontli-Western agrarian states loat
Approxinitely 14,000 menibers,

5 i al once appuarent (hat there by boen
i transfusion of blood within the Sociulist
[arty during the past two years, The losses
layve heen rural, petty bhourgeols, logsen in fay
of of the Nonpartisan Lehigue,  The galos
live heen proletusian, cosmopolitan, internis
fonal,

In other words, «the stress and straln of
war, revolution and prosecutions-prosecution

ahip lnrgely

Lanued, on Authority of the Conferenon,
by the Nuttonal Counoil af the Laoft
Wing Sootton,

which recognize our vevolutionary cluss policy
i spite of the party's bonrgeots reformiag plat
forme-—the life experience of world and Ayer
icnn Socinlism has alvendy changed the face
A the party notwithatanding the stiubborn re
Il to vecord thin change in the party pro
clamations and netion,

Ihe Ameriean party, formerly a Socinliut
organization of farmers, shop leapers, profes
slonals, ete,, with ity wotldng clags menmber
of the petty bourgeois craftaman
type, hag now become predominantly an o
anization of the ndusteinl proletariat, mussed
i the Targe industeial conters,  This fs (he
fundamental explanation of e easy COMC Lo
of the party for vevolutionary Soctalism, It
i the Left Wing which upenls the real pro
letarian aspirations,

Rocently the party officfals, atill mouthing
the phrases of Socinlist infernationalism, have
been dnsistent upon an American  Socialis
Party which is Amerfean i membership and
Ameorican i ita program and methods, T this
they manifest thefr utter biinduess to the (ruths
ot Soctaligm and of the sogtal conditions abot
which they spealk,  In what country have not
the active Sociuliste been branded as “for
Cigners P In what country have not the “api
tators™ heen advertised an “alfens™?  What «
depth of venctionism {8 revenled by this
“Soclalist" aping of the blood-suckers who
lieap fulsome, fattery upon the fmmigrants
while in-meel servitude, only (o curse, lar
s, and 1610 them when there {s an assertion
of elass action!

Think of Americanizing an international
party by eliminating Russians, Poles, Lithu
andang, Ulantans, Letts, Tugostave, and e
aiung, meanwhile keeping within the fold
Ciermans, Scandinaviang, Jews, [Mnas, alians,
Cireales, ete, Nothing could reveal more cleur
Iy the unprineipled; hypoeritical, fnherently ro-
actlonnry character of the officlal Soctalism
challenged by the Left Wing,

The industeinl proletactat, in the United
Stiten, fn predominantly of forelgn bivth, Of
(he native elements, the largest JOUPS e
(e negroes, more alien than any nlblhc aliens,
[t even this fs beside the point, for the strug
ple against Capitalism {8 not a national hut o
world struggle, and when s this more appatent
(han dn the present phase of open allfance of
(he capitalist forees in the Leagie of Natfons
for the object of checking (he onsweeping so-
clal revolution?  [Sven Amerfean Imporfalisi
Wi qele o necept it mutuality of obligations
(- laving selge o Soviel Russdn, though the
Nimerdean  oconomic fnterests 1y Russla are
re'ntively of sl aceount,

It fn only the corruption and decadence of
the opportanistic Soctalist parttes which makes
erderstandable how the (rue internationalism
cf the enrly Communists and of the st e
{ernntional became the Hp-nternationalism of
the Second International, The betrayal of the
clusweconselous  proletartans of the  United
Staten by thefr party officlals {n making a

MASS MEBTING
Manhattan Lycoum, 66 Hast dth Strest
Monday, July 7, at 8 p. 0

Now York delegates to Left Wing Gonvens
tlon will voport,  All somraden fnvited,
Admdasion by Party Card only,

st ——————— 9

Socialist Party

gRlery of phrases out of the
Hon of Socialist mternational jsm
of i world-wide proletar
tliu'“l(lll:um’l ;’lmllrnuv in lhrAw‘nrl-( strigple
rayal of the same calibre as that of
H'n' worst Soclalist reactionism of Germany
l'u.nu'r;,‘ and I"||g15||:r|, It lacks only the .,‘“,'.,".'
of a erisis of action to give it the tragie con-
"uqnvnrv\ of thf' Scheidemann Ehert- Kuutaky
reason to the Socfnl Revolution,
] ( onsistently with ity fnngge
derate ult
ey, i i kg
Nupressive in ‘il\ lr‘\'l)lllll; ‘l.m""lnnxlu "m“m"
the United States 1ot \.,f: 'ilr”' o s
stage of open hnp.«'rinlinl nm".\':i\tmrli:-“lmlf 2 "hr
il ix as vet spurned, mod r“l“‘g el
alrendy tushing in nn'in vit rl pvie i
of agent rovocateuy HV“IEII(':I "I"‘pl‘:l\" té rols
tariat, From {ts \'nulw(“' It of warides: e
' Sntage point of working clasy
representation it intensifics and fortifies the
prejudices agadnst Bolshevism and (e I, W
\.\’, by purging itwelf of all sueh contamina
Hon, meanwhile offering resolutions of sym
pathy and donations in pietistic affivmunce of
iy \wn"lnng class character,

In like “manner moderate Socialism  now
plays ity dastardly role of proletarian betrayul
in |I..~4 attucks on the [Leff Wing moverment
Within the party, The criminally reactiongry
party moderates, not content with the party
{'!til”lt(‘[.‘l of vituperation, carry into the capi
allst proay nssertions and innuendoes 1o trye
i abet (he eapitalist repression of revoly
tonary working class education and organiza
ton, And, in the midst of ity own despicable
(reacherios, moderate Soclalism  sanctimoni
nu.ully citttions agiingt the advocates of prole
tarian - Socialism as"paid spies” within oy
ranls |

:'I.\- if the Left Wing movement were any-
I/.'_m,(: more strange than the coming to life
of Socialism within the American “Socialist
Party!

The Left Wing fs the instinetive proletarian
response to the Social Revolution and bank
tptey of the Socialism of the Second Interna
tionale The attompted resurrection of the Sec
ond International, at the February Herne Con
lorence, was o phastly exhibition of the per-
version of Soctalism to the purposes of im-
pertalist Capitalism,  The stutement of “prin
ciples™ fanned by the National Executive Com
mittee of the Soclalist Party in June is made
tp of i serles of hypoeritical evasions, epitom
red inow scorlng of the Berne Conferenc
coupled with a refusal to repudiate the Second
Intevnitional and align the party with the
Communist International,  Opportunism never
renched alower lovel than in the theorizinge
and performances of this Committee,  Avolr
ance ol clear statement on fundamental fasie s
Was never more anworthy the party mission
thon dnthis time of herole accomplishments
ad glanntic efforts by our revolutionary con
raeles e many counteies,

Out of this Left Wing conguest of the pas
(v conien an American Socialism of the teniper
sid power of the militant proletariat; a Social
fan which speaks only fn the unequivocal un
deratwnding of the revolutionary class strog-
el o Soctalism which seeks it fnrmulsu. of
action i the fmmediate mass response to im
perfalistic oppression; a Soclalism which can
truly hope to gather under fts banner the g
ressive elements of the Ameriean working
Clusny o Soclalism which must soon become a
formidable factor in the great soclal ateup
wlos a Soclalism of revolutionary ingpiration
and promise,

whole conces
In the mids
N responsiveness (o

t‘ll.lr:u'lrr, e




,‘1
1

L
» Program is implied with

L Left
+V (
the terms of the program ol the Com:

therefore out

11

munist Inte rnational. / ¢

olling propositions of our ow
g Pr¢ 5

of Communismni

Vi1

line, as the cont

pr . the main principles

eriod of the dis
whole capitalist
an the compl

1) The present is the
golution and collapse of t
ich will

] wkv}qffﬂ;
olution:

world system,
collapse of world culture, if ,
le contradictions, 18 not replaced by

_”,,(.;nk am,

its unsolva
Communisi, ! : : H ’ I
The problem of the proletariat consists  f aplraiih e Y ( . : imes ’

tionary Left Wing.

{;15\.; n(;]f'l_l'{ckvnlu(.)hﬁ; of the revolutionary u ’ & e Patriots, A
: oisie with a4 are of only sul  significance. _moment oppoge ¢
; 7 ‘ ik e dbinC with force of ar. !

In those coun

development h

2)

in org

0N

( e, T

quest of
quest of power mc
hinery of
proletarian mach

Every.
€ prg
ms, 3 me..
utely necessary. A, r;
the working cl: tTCtICS i he 1, N
litical democracy for i o 1 L S ity elements by pit
political democrac) ) : 5 7 Ty YV pitilessly
1 11 countries here e 1d1- c N aqers. SS} C

state

1new

v/ ) I
the dictatorship of the j
trial and agricultur

: YR ¢
stituting the st

DIO
)

cessary to rally the g,

anizations who, though 1,
of the revolutionary tre,
nevertheless have may;
efidency leading in thy ..

oligarch LR

violence behind T

but pr
hil

cy, but
re been

n 1ts ends,

tions v
hemsel

| former

multiplied by the wond

S magogism, |

munistic structu
t the proletaria; 8 ¢ Sk 3 1 : 1
. \”‘; ik m n I itse the artificial rules devised mor-  been the war against imperialistic
; r org e y, but not obsery 7 the ¢ 1S barity, the privileged classes, agains
PR X 7 ‘ t state and bourgeois proper
POWE ich ¢ a rms of social and nationzl o

rily on

torship of the Prole
tion of
luction and dis

Lt he EXPropr

property cans of

~

I i-—’*}] V-)ff\\ SV ATV T

L rograrlyl Ol
KE:\‘ . -

W ARy
1. Wit 1avor rnational alliance of )
L 3, £ y T v

yclalist of m\s United
) oroups

heviki of

countrie:
Spartacat

program of Communism :

ling and the common plan ot
toward increasing unity and G¢t

t (GG | Y 1
ot GGermany, according

ove out

) We are opposed to association

with

ed in the econom’

:‘L
vSis of the class SITUSE

Co
Tuss

! e svstem of (2
\ l lusions of this e
i with the first steps 3%
. {ion depents,
: roletam? i



 July 5, 1919

Twr, RuvoLurimsany Aow

Labor Organization and

HE purpose of the Left Wing e
tion is to create a revolutionary working

class movement in America, which, through the
action of the working masses themselves, wil)
fead to wi . kers' control of industry ans the
state, as the only means of expropriating cupi-
talist property and zbolishing classes iy a0,

iety.
2 ’l“;w capitalist e1ate, as has heen clearly
proven, expressce the existing dictatorship of
the capitalist class, a weapon to defend capi-
talist intercets and to extend them at the es-
pense of the workers, Capitalist conrol of the
machinery of gglitlcs and publicity makes it im-
possibie for the workers to conquer this state

wer by use of the ballot ; but even if it were
possitie, the stat* could not be used by the
workers for their own purpose so long 4s the
factories, mills, mines, land, transportation sys -
tems and financial institutions remained in the
hands of private capitalist owners,

With the legislatures, 'coturts, police and
armies under control of the capitalists, the
workers can only win the state power by extra-
parliamentary action which must have its basis
in the industrial mass action of the workers,

The first act. of the workers’ dictatorship
must be the destruction of the capitalist state
and the creation of 2 new form of Government
based on the workers’ organizations, whose
purpose shall be the permancnt destruction of
capitalist power by the expropriation of capi-
talist property. : ;

The absence of any feudal class in America
permitted the capitalist class here to concen-
trate all its strength upon the robbery and
subjugation of the working class. At the
same time the founders of the American Gov-
ernment so framed the Constitution as to guar-
antee the permanency of capitalist dictatorship,
without any opportunity, under the law, of the
workers ever gaining control. For the pur-
pose of blinding the working class and en-
listing its support, the fundamental law was
clothed in idealistic “democratic” phraseology
and, theoretically, universal suffrage was
granted, 2

Put the capitalist system creates a condition
whereby the state power is vested, not in the
ballot, but in the control of industry. And in-
dustry is not 2 democracy, but an autocracy,
in which the fortunes and lives of the great
majority of mankind are at the absolute mercy
of the capitalist employers, As the power and
class-consciousness of the working class in-
erease, the employers resort to palliatives and
rel s~ welfare” measures, profit-sharing,
scherdes of “partnership with labor,” ctc—
which have as their object and result
the further exploitation and deception of the
workers, :

The unhampered development of American
capitalism, in whose service the best minds of

race have heen conscripted, has created
condition in which the Government is con-
trofled by the great capitalists to 2 degree un-
paralleled in history, while appearing to be an
advanced political democracy ; a condition ";
which the wotking class is the most exploited
n the world, while appearing to be the best-
paid and most comfortable; where the most
smal ignorance of the workers clawtg—
terests prevails, while apparently they are the
Vet educated

b : i
W i War has speeded up socia
: M}m Mgu:tﬂzl eyolution, howeyer, to such 4
degree that Capitalism a1) over the world has
stage at which it can 1o llrmg::'
within itself the vast forces it na
The end of the capitalist system is i

Leport of the Labor Commities A dopted,
at the Left Wing Conference

——

dght,  In Furope it s already tottering and
crashing down ; and the proletarian revolutions
l!l('r‘..' indicate that the workers are at the same
time becoming conscious of the will to power,
The capitalists themselves admit that the col.
lapse of Furopean Capitalism and the rise of
the revolutionary proletariat abroad cannot
liclp but drag American Capitalism into the ail-
embracing ruin,

In this crisis the American working class is
faced with a terrific alternative, Fither the
workers will be unprepared, in which case
they will be reduced to abject slavery, or they
will be sufficiently conscious and sufficient]
organized to save society by reconstructing it
in accordance with the principles of Commi-
nism,

It is the intentipn of the eft Wing to help
prepare the American workers for their his-
toric role, so that when the hour strikes they
ieay take their places in the front ranks of the
Social Revolution,

L. Revorvriosany Tupvsreisr, Usionism,

By the term “revolutionary industrial union-
ism'” is meant the organization of the workers
into unions by industries with a revolutionary
aim and purpose; that is to say, those whose
purpose is, not merely to defend or strengthen
the status of the workers as wage-carners,
but to gain control of industry.

In any mention of revolutionary industrial
unionism in this country, there must be recog~
nition of the immense effect upon the Ameri-
can labor movement of the propaganda and
cxample of the Industrial a/r)rkcrh of the
World, whose long and valiant struggles and
hieroje sacrifices in the class-war have earned
the respect and affection of all workers every-
vwhere, We greet the revolutionary industrial
proletariat of America in the ranks of the
. W. W, and pledge them our wholehearted
support and co-operation in their druggles
wrainst the capitalist class, But in view of the
attittide of some of their leaders and spokes-

1, in their denial of the political nature of
s-struggle, and more especially in their
rejection of the principles and tactics in the
revolutionary movement side by side with the
Communist Partics, we condemn the short.
sightedness of the theoretical position taken
by them,

“In the Labor movement 2 new tendency
fias recently manifested itsclf, as lﬂllﬁll’;ﬁt("/l
Ly the Seattle and Winnipeg strikes, This
tendency, an impulse of the workers toward
unity for common action across the fronticrs
of craft-divisions, is expressed most clearly
in the Seattle Yesolution outlining a plan for
the recognition of American Labor into twelve
yreat industrial departments, and also in the
one Big Unijon movement of Canada and the
West, If carried to its logical conclusion,
this method organization and action would in-
cvitably result in workers' control of mdusz?j,

T'o that end it be an instruction to all edi-
tors, propagandists, and members to advocate
the principles of the One Big Union, Fur-
ier, where members of the left Wing are
compelied by the monopoly gob Control of the
American Federation of La o to behmgmbcn
of that reactionary organization, which is in
mfxrtopinion the main buttress of the Capitalist
oligarchy which controls this country ; such
members should also enroll in an industrial
union covering the section of industry in which
they are engaged and, if no union functions in

a4

bor Committes,

i

Agitation

the area wherein they have theiy habitations, it
“hal! be the paramount duty of such member
or members to initiate an industrial unjon
vithin suzh area,

The National Teft Wing declares its firm
conviction that the American Vederation of
Labor, in its present organization and under
i present eadership, s entirely reactionary,
and cannot be of any value in the workers'
vraggle for emancipation,

1. Procuay,

The National Left Wing Conference of the
Socialist Party appeals to the workers to edu-
cate and organize themselves 3o that they
may understand the necessity of acqtiiring
knowledge and power to overthrow the pres-
ont capitalist system and carry onindustry,

To Labor and Labor alone is industry re-
spotsible, . Without the power of Labor, in-
dustry could not function, The need of the
hour s that Labor recognize the necessity of
education and organization, This cannot be
achicyed by attempting to influence the lead-
crs of the Labor movement, as has heen clearly
shown by the recent Convention of the Amer-
ican Federation of Labor, Tt can only be done
by the workers on the job, coming together
and discussing the vital problems of industry,

Because, of the industrial crisis created by
the World War, together with the break-down
of industry following the cessation of hostili-
tics, there is great dissatisfaction among the
wothers,  Dut the workers can find no means
of coping with the present state of affairs,
Their unions have refused to take any steps
to sicet the grave problems of today, and it
therefore hecomes immediately necessary 1o
find come way by which the workers can act,
We suggest that some plan of Labor organi-
zation be inaugurated along the fines o%zt‘;ae
Shop Stewards’ Committees, of Scotland and
ingland, or the Factory Shop Committees of
Russia, These Committees can serve as 2
spiir or zheck upon the Unions, Such Com-
mittees will necessarily reflect the spirit and
the wishes of the rank and file and will enable
the National Left Wing to keep in direct touch
with the workers, In this way, the workers
can be educated on the job and prepare for
the taking over of industry, Also these Comi-
mittees will bring the workers into direct re-
lation with their employers—which means the
abolition of Arbitration Boards and such con-
ciliatory bodfes,

1. Recomursoarions,

We recommend the following measures :

1. That a Committee of seven be elected
by the Convention to be known as The Labor

‘ommittee,

2 That the functions of this Committee
shall be to carry on revolutionary propaganda
among the workers on the job,

2. Those workers found to be radical shali
be orgznized into Shop Committees,

4. These Shop Committees shall distribute
literature, supply information to the Labor
Committee, and generally keep in touch with
the National Left Wing organization,

. At places where a number of these Com
mittees are formed‘, they shall elect delegates
1 a local Worlkers' Council,

6, An appropriation shall be made for the
parpose of carrying on the work of this Cori-

mittee,
. A general anda periodical shall
be7imwd the %m;

A A 12
or special pu of 1
workers at their jobs, And this sha!l
be referred forr{tim;« ¢hbonﬁo£’ g the Lu




oudly proclaimed
written this sent-

rican delegates left
¢ International Labor
vhat weakened”—ac-
rom President Wilson
ed sentiment itself had

read “Labor should not bs
y as an artic'e of commerce.
seth said that it was as if he
ed a declaration stating “Andrew
not a scab’—and instead, they had
ndrew Furuseth is not merely a

jer at Atlantic City, with the heavy
Plc;xj?ng underneath, and the sea-wind
cping over, six hundred delegates of“the
erican Labor movement met in the “re-
struction” convention, (Said one delegate,
spread-eagle speech, “Reconstruction? We
don't need any reconstruction in this _glorlom
untry. All we need is a few slight re-
forms (") No one suddenly dropped down iv
that hall would have guessed that this was the
annual meeting of delegates from all sections
of one of the most powerful labor movements
in the world. Portly figures, good clothes, ex-
pensive cigars, diamond rings and pins in
abundance, buttons of lodges and fraternal
orders—Elks, Masons—in whose ranks these
“workingmen” hob-nob with business men.
manufacturers, members of commercial clubs
and Chambers of Commerce. Few working-
men here. It looked like the Democratic Na-
tional Convention—but a little more prosper-
ous-looking; or like the annual Congress of
the Dress Goods Manufacturers.

And it zoas like that. This convention was
composed of persons with a commodity to sell ;
and the commodity was Labor. Moreover,
Labor was sold there—in hundreds of differ-
ent ways.

Let us make a rapid survey of what was
done by the Thirty-Ninth Annual Convention
of the Ainerican Federation of Labor -

1. Sentenced Tom Mooney to life impris-
onment, by condemning the July ath General
Z Str;ke, and ferociously denouncing the Inter-
national Workers Defense Union.
- 2. Officially denounced the One Big Union
movement, and all forms of industrial union-

Approved of the Initiative ang Refer
m in politics, and disapproved of it in
rican Federation of Iabor.
ed the Winnipeg strike, and, in a
mkp;ers from the chair, ridiculed

¢l to endorse the Labor Party and
St it—although, owing to ihe
lovement, the Federation de-
t interfere with the
T nal unions in

(hat “many of the sentences imposed were fully
FoA A e

R B ecied to organize the Steel L

10. Passed a resolution condemning i
abuse f iudicial powers in 'constrgi?g.uf[ cL—
faw, and ariv:’siz}gl \zprketrs to disregard inj

i in industrial disputes.
tm;‘ Is. m\l’lcl)?ed down approposal to change La-
lLor Day to May 1st, and another to arrange .lt
that all contracts expire May 1st—because
the International Labor Movement of Europe
—vhich is revolutionary—celebrates on that
aay, - .
laiz. Requested the President to dismiss
Postmaster-General Burleson from office.

13. Voted down a proposal that the worl-
ers demand the right to elect their foremen.
{(*Why,” said Matt Woll, cpeaking on this
motion, “‘that is rhe business of the emplover
—not the worker You might as well have
the workers elect the Board of Directors!”)

14. Endorsed the bill in Congress to restrict
foreign immigration for a term of vears—in-
cluding Mexican immigration. ;

15. Refused to support Soldiers’ and Sai-
ers’ Councils, and in particular, the Soldiers’,
Sailors’ and Marines” Protective Association.

16. Refused to take a stand against the
ceportation of radical aliens.

17. Requested the Government to repeatl
the Espionage Act, but only after peace is
signed, when it will automatically cease to
function anyway.

18. Endorsed the Labor Charter attached
w the .Covenant of the League of Nations—
which has been denounced by the Labor Move-
ments of cvery civilized country on earth—-
and gave its qualified approval to all the words
and deeds of Woodrow Wilson and the Demo-
cratic Party,

The report of the Resolution Committee re-
commended that the Executive Council “give
their early attention” to considering ways and
1means to get a new trial for Mooney. Then it
laupched mto a bitter attack upon the Inter-
nztional Workers’ Defense League, accusing
the Leagug of attempting to break down the
I'rade Union movement by taking a strike
referendum of the organization, “Irresponsi-
ble 8roups of men,” it sajd. found in Or-
ganized Labor “a rich field for exploitation !”
- .. An attempted general strike would, in the
A T

Y L7E7
et V tral for Tom Mooney.

, ;
; ‘T_he Committee would be remiss in its dy-

f the Defense League, was giye
4 passionate _speegch ’he pogin‘{;;
e WO Years various lahor leaders
i oing around the country whispey-
oney was §mlty ; that repeatedly he
an Francisco [abhor Councii

 Trades Coun-
fense, of-

2 e wo

against the initiative and e
A. F. of L., T interviewed Fr
ment was that if there were
referendiim in tl'ig Federat;
crgani.ation would surely he 44
ofgthc membership and %)fé
ganization. He admitted to me ¢
of the membership could not be tryer,
laws for themselves without the 4
-of come deliberate body, and
provided for a “period of defihe

The recognition of the Trish Rer
the price paid by Gompers to the
poliucians in the convention, in ,
which they agreed to throttle Soviet
and suprort the League of Nations
action wss on a par with the dﬂeﬂsof
Tchekho-Slovaks, who, to 2ain their gu,
dependence, sold their arms to the Allieq
neria'ists for the black purpose of
the 1'reedom] of the world’s workers,
it meant nothing—nothing but words:; <
then, the Tluited States Senate has dm
practicaily the same thing.

The Committee’s objection to r i
Soviet Russia was, according to Frey, because
it was not “democratic.” 3

“As far as I can understand it,” he sid
“it is a government of the workers, and the
workers alone. Therefore we cannot recog-
nize it!” :

The proposal to terminate all contracts wita
employers ou May first, and to change Labor
Day from September first to May Day, was
voted down fer two reasons: first, because
May Day veas celebrated by European Labor
and Socialism—and second, because if the
workers of the United States celebrated on the
day following the abrogation of their contracts.
they would be too excited! “We don’t want
to have a Labor Day when every body is hot-
headed,” explained Frey. 3 i

Thursday, June 19th, was taken up with €
report of the Committee on Executive Couii-
cil’s Report. At g.30 A. M. Louis N. Morosss
was seated as a fraternal delegate from fie
Mexican Federation of Labor. At 11,30 58
Woll read the report recommending the & o
clusion of foreign immigration, which 'g |
quickly amended and passed to apply also S
Mexican immigration. . . . I saw .
afterward. He was pale, and very much a8
tated. :

“What effect,” I asked him, “‘_"‘n this have
upon the Pan-American Federation of I
Convention, which is to meet in New Y&
Juiy?” Lo

He wiped the sweat from his I <
”Disastrogs!” he said. “In the preseat?
ment, when the great American inferes
urging the invasion of Mexico, the s
workers believed that they could
the American Federation of ¢
these plans of annexation. They will
€ so sure.” /

When the question of the L@g‘-‘;
tions came up, Andy Furuseth made 3
attack upon the Labor Charter
Treaty. He declared that it
by the diplomats after the
tion left Paris, and that it
that the League of Nations w
interfere in the daily life of
the He said that

{]
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glavery and another guaranteeing the rights

of seamen h{\(l both been rejected.

Gompers, in reply, adopted the usual tactics
of accusing I‘?uruscth ol'.nclmg behind the back
of the American delegation. e then went on
to say that while the provisions of the Labor
Charter were not adequate, the American dele-

ation accepted them to help the workers of
the “backward nations.” He said that Ameri-
can labor, under the beneficent rule of the

Federation, had advanced more than the labor
movements of any other country in the world
__which of course is not true, since the work-
ors of Europe have, during the war, gained a
position far in advance of the United States,
as was proven by the Berne Trades-Union
Conference ; and that not only politically, but
also in the purely trade-union province of
wages and hours.

The ignorance of ithe delegates concerning
the Labor Movement in foreign countries was
extraordinary, and deliberately fostered by the
Gompers “machine.” According to the of-
ficials the A. F. of L. was the largest, most
powerful, most advanced, most enlightened
workers’ organization in the world. It had,
according to them, led the workers of the
world in inaugurating a Labor Day—in fact,
Gompers claimed that the A. F. of L. first sug-
gested May Day to Europe! He added that
in Europe the workers did not dare take a
full holiday on Labor Day, as Americans did
__but celebrated on Sunday or at night, after
work; a most remarkable statement! Accord-
ing to Frey, all democratic political reforims
in the United States, including the Initiative
and Referendum, were invented by Organized
Labor .. ..

The delegates listended to the reports of the
Foreign Labor Missions without a smile the
hob-nobbings with King George, King Victor
Emmanuel, Clemenceau, the visits to Venice,
the art galleries of Paris, pleasure tours and
banquets ; the shaking of hands with generals
and military heroes on the battlefront; and
the ignorant abuse of the great Socialist move-
ments of Europe, and of the tremendous La-
bor groups supporting them. They did not
even laugh when Gompers was telling of the
International “Labor” Congress at Paris; at
which, he said, he and_the other American
delegate (representing the employers), were
in absolute harmony—and complained bitterly
that the Socialists attacked him as violently as
the reactionaries!

DBut what, you will ask, has all this to do
with labor?  True, the Convention denounced
the usurping of legislative functions by the
courts, and also resolved to organize the Steel
Industry in the face of the most hostile trust
in America. But these actions were in 10
sense reveolutionary actions ; they were merely
to protect the Federation’s monopoly of the
commodity, Labor.

The real business of the Convention was
the settling of jurisdictional disputes. Just as
one'of the functions of the capitalist state is
to settle disputes among the capitalist class,
and to suppress the weak capitalists in favor of
§he strong, so the main function of [Federation
18 the adjustment of troubles between groups
of skilled workers, and the strengthening of
the powerful at the expense of the weak.

A little union is formed in a new trade. This
union grows, gets a charter from the Federa-
tion, becomes important enough so that the
great national and international unions about it
covet its dues-paying membership, which
would strengthen their own financial and polit-
ical position. So they fall upon the little
union and begin to compete for its member-
ship, Then the little union appeals to the
Federation; and the Federation appoints a

committee to investigate, and this committee

is composed of persons obedient to the Gom-

pers machine, in which are represented the
p}‘(‘sidcntx of the great unions. Then beging a
bitter fight between the great unions for the
fragments of the little union; and the end i8
H']El[ they partition it between them, like the
Kingdom of Poland, or the Austrian Empire.
_ Again and again in the Convention these
jurisdictional fights cropped up, accompanied
by the savage quarrels of the great unions
themselves—forever pirating upon each other,
forever stealing each other's membership or
encroaching upon the boundaries of each oth-
er's trades ; the increasing refinement and com-
plexity of industry always bringing new quar=
rels, new adjustments, new partitions.

The officials of the Federation are always
repeating phrases about the autonomy of the

The Left Wing Program

(Continued from page 10.)

tion of mass power by the proletariat, taking
on political consciousness and the definite di-
rection of revolutionary socialism. The mani-
festations of this power and consciousness are
not subject to precise pre-calculation. But the
history of the movement of the proletariat
toward emancipation since 19oo shows the
close connection between the revolutionary pro-
letarian assertion and the political mass strike.

The mass action conception looks to the
general unity of the proletarian forces under
revolutionary provocation and stimulus. In
the preliminary stages, which alone come with-
in our pre-determination and party initiative,
the tactics of mass action includes all mass
demonstrations and mass struggles which
sharpen the understanding of the proletariat
as to the class conflict and which separate the
revolutionary proletariat into a group distinct
from all others.

Mass action, in time of revolutionary crisis,
or in the analogous case of large-scale indus-
trial conflict, naturally accepts the council form
of organization for its expression over a con-
tinued period of time.

8) Applying our declarations of party prin-
ciple to the organization of the Party itself ;
and realizing the need, in correspondence with
the highly centralized capitalistic power to be
combated, of a contralized party organization,
we offer the following recommendations:

a) Delegation by the National Executive
Committee of a large measure of its administra-
tive powers, between intervals of meetings, to
a National Emergency Committee, composed
of three or more members of the National
Executive Committee; this Emergency Com-
mittee to maintain the closest possible contact,
with the work of the National office and to
advise with the Executive Secretary on all
matters where consultation is necessary.

" b) Strict control by the party organization
over all Socialists elected to public office; the
Pmergency Committee, and the National, State
and County Committees to co-operate with the
public officers within their respective jurisdic-
fions ; immediate expulsion of all public officials
who refuse to accept the decisions of the

party.

¢) Control by the party membership,
through the regular party processes, of all
party papers and official publications; not by
committees or trustees not responsible to the
membership.

d) Like control of all party property, such
as offices, halls, etc.

¢) Like control of officially recognized edu-
cational institutions.

f) Establishment of a Central Lecture
Bureau and of a Press and Information
Bureau.

g) Standardization of party platforms,
propaganda, dues and methods of organiza-
tion.,

national and international unions, and how the
Federation has now power over them, But
it has the power of life and death——absolutely.
Tf a union does not behave—if it becomes
too powerful or too radical, if it shows signs
of revolt—then another great union is set omn
to organize in its trade. A jurisdictional dis-
pute ensues, both parties appeal to the Fed-
eration and the machine gets in action and
revokes or suspends the charter of the offend-
ing organization and orders its membership to
enroll in the other. And if the members of the
defeated union do not obey, they are black-
listed, scabbed upon by the Federation union,
and in some cases, forced out of their jobs.

Thus at this Convention [ witnessed the
partition of the Jewelry Workers between the
Machinists and the Metal Polishers. One de-
spairing delegate of a union whose charter
had been suspended because it refused to sub-
mit to the disastrous ruling of the Federation,
addressed the chair:

“You have suspended our charter,” he said.
“That is equivalent to expelling us from the
Federation. But under the rules it requires a
two-thirds vote of this Convention to revoke
a charter; isn’t that so?”

Gompers looked at his watch. He then en-
gaged in a low-voiced conversation with old
Jim Duncan for a few moments, while the
delegate waited. Finally Gompers sard stibhe
hour of adjournment having now arrived: the
Convention stands adjourned!”

But while the “machine” appeared all-pow-
erful—more powerful than it has for vears,
while the old-time radicals kept silent. and
only a handful of comparatively new men-—
Duncan of Seattle, Deutelbaum of Detroit,
Sullivan of Salt Lake, Strickland of Portland,
Ore. ; Brown of Providence, Birch of Seattle,
Grow of Los Angeles, Schoenberg, Goren-
stein and the foreigners generally—battled
with the machine, there were signs of change
not to be disregardeed, and not disregarded
by the ever-watchful machine. For instance,
although there was a good deal of talk ahout
«“Bolshevism’” the first two days, the term was
not again mentioned, but deliberately avoided.

But the most important symptom was in the
attitude of the radicals themselves. They were
not disheartened by the results of the Con-
vention. After all, it was what they had ex-
pected, and at the end their attitude seemed
to be that of men who had found what they
came to find. All with whom I talked were
very cheerful. The Convention had proved
itself not only reactionary, but entirely out
of touch with the Labor movement of the new
era. It was not the rank and file which was
represented here; this was a gathering largelv
of national and international officers, profound-
ly ignorant, profoundly selfish—business men,
looking out for their jobs. The “radical”
delegates—the Westerners and the foreigners,
as can be noticed, acting together—were at
Jast, I thought, and finally, convinced that the
American Federation of Labor was nothing
but a putrid corpse, and that life was not in
it; that what new life shall come into the
Labor movement must come, not through the
bourgeois political machinery by which the
Federation is controlled, but from the new
revolutionary impulse stirring at the bottom,
among the workers on the job.

And they seemed to feel that the Thirty=-
Ninth Convention of the American Federation
of Labor had provided them with some pretty
good propaganda against the Trade-Unionism
of before-the-war, which, although it is not
vet apparent, has gone as completely out of
the world as Wilson's Fourteen Points.

Capitalism created the American [Federa-
tion of Labor. Without Capitalism there would
he no A. F. of L. And the end of Capitalism
is in sight.
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organize the whole working clagg into. indys. o realize that e e 3
a

rial unions; the concept of organiz:
:vorking.c'lass industrially befgyp %ﬁelz?ﬂ%uz}:
of power 1S as utopian as the moderate Spej.
alist conception of the gradual conquest of the
parliamentary state.

The proletarian revolution comes at tha
moment of crisis in Capita]ism, of a collapse
of the old order. Under the impulse of the
crisis, the proletariat acts for the conquest of
power, by means of mass action. Mags action
concentrates and mobilizes the forces of the
proletariat, organized and unorganized: it
acts equally against the bourgeois state and
the conservative organizations of the workine
class. The revolution starts with strikes 0?
protest, developing into mass political strikes
and then into revolutionary mass action for the
conquest of the power of the state. Mass
action becomes political in purpose while extra-
parliamentary in form; it is equally a process
of revolution and the revolution itself in
operation.

The final objective of
conquest of the power of
hilation of the bourgeois parliamentary state
and the introduction of the transition pro-
letarian state, functiouinf: as a revolutionarv
dictatorship of the proletariat. :

DICTATORSHTP OF THE PROLETARIAT

The attitude toward the state divides the
Anarchist (and Anarcho-Syndicalist) the
moderate Socialist and the revolutionary Socia-
list. Eager to abolish the state (which is the
ultimate purpose of revolutionary Socialism).
the Anarchist (and Anarcho-Syndicalist) fails
to tealize that the state is necessary in the
transition period from Capitalism to Socialism.
The moderate Socialist proposes to use the
bourgeois state, with its fraudulent democracy,
its illusory theory of the “unity of all the
classes,” its standing army, police and bureau-
cracy oppressing and baffling the masses. The

e

fevolutionary Socialist maintains that the
111~

a-

mass action is the
the state, the anni-

bourgeois parliamentary state must be com
pletely destroyed, and proposes the organiz
tion of a new state, the dictatorship of the
proletariat.

The state is an organ of coercion. The
bourgeois parliamentary state is the organ of
the bourgeoisie for the coercion of the prole-
tariat. The revolutionary proletariat must, ac-
cordingly, destroy this state. But the conqguest
of political power by the proletariat does not
immediate]_v end Capitalism, or the power of
the, capitalists, or immediately socialize in-

ustrv. It is therefore necessary that the
proletariat organize its own state for the coer-
cion and Suppression of the bourgeoisic.
_ Capitalism is bourgeois dictatorship. Par-
llamentar}' government is the expression .Ot

urgeois sun‘remac_\’. the form of authority
of the capitalist over the worker. The bour-
geois state is organized to coerce the prole-
tariat, to baffle the will of the masses. In form
a democracy, the bourgeois parliamentary state
IS in fact an autocracy, the dictatorship of
capital over the proletariat,

Bourgeois democracy promotes this dictator-
ship of capital, assisted by the puipit, the army
and the police. Bourgeois democracy seeks to
Teconcile all the classes : realizing, however.
simply the reconciliation of the proletariat to
the supremacy of Capitalism.  Bourgenis
democracy is political in character, historically
fiecessary, on the one hand, to break the power
of feudalism, and, on the other. to maintain
the proletariat in subjection. It is precisely
this democracy that is now the instrument of
Imperialism. since the middle class, the tradi-
tional carrier of democracy, accepts and pro-
motes Imperialism.

The proletarian revolution disrupts bour-
£eois democracy. Tt disrupts this democracy
in order to end class divisions and class rule,

industrial self-government of
| be workers which alone can assure peace and
Derty to the peoples,
o roletar_xan dictatorship is a recognition of
necessity for 4 revolutionary state to coerce
| ourgeoisie: it is equally
:erecogmtan of the fact that, in the Communist
construction of society, the proletariat as a
% > The new society organizes
> & communistic federation of producers. The
o ounts in the revolution, and
n the feconstruction of society on a Com-
munist hasig. j
The old machinery of the state cannot bhe
used by the revolutionary proletariat. Tt
must be destroyed, The proletariat creates
4 New state, based directly upon the industri.

ship  of the proletariat,
Socialism.

The tasks of
tariat are:

a) to completely
geoisie poitically, and
resistance.

b)) expropriate the bourgeoisie economi-
teally, and introduce the forms of Communist
Socialism.

. Breaking the political power of the capital-
ists is the most important task of the revolu-
tionary dictatorship of the proletariat, since
upen this depends the economic and social re-
construction of society.

But this political expropriation proceeds
simultaneously with an immediate, if partial,
expropriation of the bourgeoisie economically,
the scope of these measures being determined
by indu
the p
clude:

a) Workmen's control of industry, to be

that can realize

the, dictatorship of the prole-

expropriate the bour-
crush its powers of

strial development and the maturity of
letariat. These measures, at first, in-

exercised by the industrial organizations of
the workers, operating by means of the in-
dustrial vote.

b) Expropriation and nationalization of

the banks, as a necessary preliminary measure
for the complete expropriation of capital.

c) Expropriation and nationalization of
the large (trust) orzanizations of capital. Ex-
propriation proceeds without compensation, as
‘buying out” the capitalists is a repudiation of
the tasks of the revolution.

d) Repudiation of all national debts and
the financial obligations of the old system.

¢) The nationalization of foreign trade.

f) Measures for the socialization of agri-
culture.

These measures centralize the basic means
of production in the proletarian state, nation-
alizing industry; and their partial cha.ragter
ceases as reconstruction proceeds. Socializa-
tion of industry becomes actual and complete
only after the dictatorship of the proletariat
has accomplished its task of suppressing the
bourgeoisie. s

The state of proletarian dictatorship is
political in character, since it represents a rul-
ing class, the proletariat, whxch_ls now su-
préme; and it uses coercion against the old
bourgeois class. But the task of this dictotor-
ship is to render itself unnecessary; and it
becomes unnecessary the moment the‘ful! con-
ditions of Communist Socialism materialize.
While the dictatorship of the proletariat per-
form its negative task of crushing the old
order, it performs the positive task of con-
structing the new. Together with the govern-
ment of the proletarian dlctatorshlp,' there is
developed a new “government,” which is no
longer government in the old sense, since it
concerns itself with the management of pro-
duction and not with the government of per-
sons. Out of workers’ control of industry, in-

troduced by the proletarian, dictatorship there
dev§lo_ps the complete structure of Com;nunist
Soc:allsm,—industrial self-government of the
communistically organized producers. ‘When
this structure is completed, which implies the
complet'e €Xpropriation of the bourgeoisie
economically and politically, the dictatorship
of the proletariat ends, in ifs place coming the
full and free social and individgal automony
of the Communist order. 3
TueE Comyuxyst INTERNATION AL,

The Communist International, issuing di-
rectly out of the proletarian revolution in
action and in _process of development, is the

of the dominant Imperialism.

The attempt to resurrect the Second In-
ternational, at Berne, was a ghastly failure. It
rallied the counter-revolutionary forces of
F_ur_ope, which  were actually struggling
agamnst the proletarian revolution. In this
“International” are gy ited all the elements
treasonable to Soci lism, and the wavering
“centre” elements whose policy of miserable
compromise is more dangerous thap open trea-
sen. It represents the old dominant moderate
Socialism : it based affiliation on acceptance of
“labor™ parliamentary action, admitting trades
unions accepting “political action.” The old
International abandoned the earlier concention
of Socialism as the politics of the Social Revo-
lution—the politics of the class struggle in its
revolutionary implications——admitting directly
reactionary organizations of Laborism, such as
the British Labor Party.

The Communist International, on the con-
trary, represents a Socialism in complete ac-
cord with the revolutionary character of the
class struggle. Tt unites all the consciously
revolutionary forces. It wages war equally
against the dominant moderate Socialism and
[mperialism.—each of which has demonstrated
its complete incompetence on the problems that
now press down upon the world. The Com-
munist International issues its challenge to
the conscious, virile elements of the proletariat,
calling them to the final struggle against Capi-
talism on the basis of the revolutionary epoch
of Imperialism. The acceptance of the Com-
munist International means accepting the fun-
Jdzmentals of revolutionary’ Socialism as de-
cisive in our activity.

The Communist International, moreover, is-
sues its call to the subject peoples of the world,
crushed under the murderouis mastery of Im-
perialism. The revolt of these colonial_ and
subject peoples is a necessary phase of the
world struggle against capitalist Imperialism;
their 1evelr must unite itself wih tise strugle
of the conscious proletariat in the imperialistic
nations. The communist International, ac-
cordingly, offers an orgam‘zation. and a policy
that may unify all the revolutionary forces
of the world for the conquest.of power, and
for Socialism. <

It is not a problem of immediate revolution.
It is a problem of the immediate revolutionary
struggle. The revolutionary epoch of the final
struggle against Capitalism may last for years
and tens of years; but the Communist Inter-
national offers a policy and program immedi-
ate and utlimate in scope, that prondes.for
the immediate class struggle against Capital-
ism, in its revolutionary implications, and for
the final act of the conquest of pawer. T

The old order is in decay. Civi!izgnon is
in collapse. The proletarian revolution and
the Communist reconstruction of society—the
struggle for these—is now indispensable. This
is the message of the Communist International
to the workers of the world.

The Communist International calls the
letariat of the world to the final stfuggl?
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The National Left Wing Council
NEEDS $15,000 NOW

i i ified expression of Revoly,.
h ft Wing of the Socialist Party of America has organized itself as a national unified P 5 u
T'he Le
tionary Socialism.

Its immediate tasks are enormous.

i Socialism of the Com.
The struggle within the Party must be waged—to co:quer the Party for the revolutionary Socia o o

munist International.

G s workers for
There is the struggle among the masses—the winning of”the broad masses of the

Communist Socialism

Leaflets must be issued, speakers routed, papers published. All this requires money—At Once.

The Socialist Party Convention meets August 30. We must carry on an enormous agitation without a momen

delay. Time is pressing and morey is an urgent necessity.

Then money is needed immediately for

The Revolutionary Age

become the national organ of the Left Wing. It must treble its circulation within the next two months in
order to reach the rank and file of the Party and the masses

—which has

oi the workers with our message. Finarcially it iz in 2
sound position, but it is not yet covering fully its own expenses. Every addition to its circulation means a reduction
of the organization’s expenses.

The Left Wing Convention authorized the National Coun.

il to iscue special emergency stamps to help raise mones
This is being done. But the process is slow.

We need the money now.

Accordingly, we ask all comrades to contribute indiyidually according to their means,

We ask all locals to itmmediately donate money on the basis of the following

quotas:
New York (grezter city) Lo i ieT500 BostonMaselde o o - 200
Chicagold IUBAL Jodos oty oo Sl il g 1,000 bortband bher 00 B0 S 0 o 200
Cleveland cOhioliln )0 100 5 L0 e Ty 1.000 Rochiester, NV CC s o 0 ... 200
DetroitEMiclelis 7t von 00 2 Sliawn o 500 JeEdtohar o witd s 200
DenversColoatis o) o DL o i 300 Los Angeiee, Cal, .. - 200
Buffalp AV b s Lars 20 7 Ca) 300 St. Paul, Minn, . _ Sioa : .............. 200
Bhiladelphis, Paih. o 0 B 400 Dibuisetts o
Bittanap b 1000 o e ae e 300 Minneapolis, yk : - ke
Seatle iWadke s o el 300 Hanford, gen i 100
San EganeiecosCal s, o7 e Rl ey 300 Providence, R. I S R .- :::::: 100

Comrades of the Left Wing—history calls to YOU!
Socialism.

Act! Individuals and locals—qer now.

e FERGUSON
Secretary, National Council
43 West 29¢th Street

New York City




