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Who is in the band and tell us about your most recent punk lineage ?

Chris: See right from the start we’ve got problems.

Ebro: Okay, since I'm the most important, I'm Ebro and I play drums and I'm

from Chicago and I was in LOS CRUDOS and CHARLES BRONSON and MK

ULTRA and the MESHUGUNA's. That’s my lineage.

Chris: I’'m Chris Colohan. I'm from Toronto, Ontario and I was in the LAST

RESORT and the MUSHUGANAS and now [ sing in this band.

Ebro: Oh yeah, I was in BASKETCASE, too.

Andy: I'm Andy and I’'m from Ann Arbor, Michigan and I'm in BLOODPACT

and I was in EARTHMOVER and I was in END OF THE LINE and I was in

DEADBOLT. Not the END OF THE LINE on ebullition.

Ebro: I was in TREPAN NATION, too, if you care.

Being from different cities, how did RUINATION form? It seems unusual

that bands form from different cities, although that might not be the case

anymore, but given the obstacles that come along with distance, how did

you form?

Andy: Because no one in our respective areas was hard enough to form an entire

line up.

Ebro: Exactly. I looked for the hardest people in Canada and the United States

and I was like “Oh yeah, Chris Colohan. That Motherfucker is hard, yo”, No.

What happened really was Chris called me up one day and he was like “I want

to start this band.” And I was like “Oh yeah " And he was like “I want you to

play drums for it.” And I was like, “What like a project?” and he was like “No,

like a real band”. I was like “Alright, we can try it.” He had talked to Andy and

he’d played with Mike before.

Andy: And [ played bass for the SWARM for a week and so it just went from

there.

Chris: It was really kind of like when they have those big international things

and they’re trying to form a girl band, like the SPICE GIRLS, and they have try

outs because they have to get the five best people from all over North America

like in Canada and the States and Hawaii and. ..

Ebro: There’s some big fat dude from Canada named Ron Perlichuk and he

wanted to find the cutest people and stuff. We all tried out and I was the cutest,

but then Chris came in third.

Andy: We were the best dancers.

Chris: We were kind of the cutest and the hardest in the whole land so we had

to join hands and make this work. That's really it.

But it was mostly that you knew each other ?

Andy: It was people that we knew and it is actually hard to find enough people

with the right ideas and the right approaches to things to do bands.

Chris: ...or the same ideas, at least.

Ebro: We had all met. Well I never met Andy before, but I had seen EARTH-

MOVER and stuff...

Chris: and we had met at parties. ...

Ebro: I totally started snorting coke off Chris’ ass one night and it turned out to

be him and

Chris: ..somehow we got into a conversation. Hey you're actually a real person.

Ebro: No, CRUDOS had played with THE SWARM before and I met him when

CRUDOS toured up here. He seemed like an alright guy.

Chris: He “seemed” like an alright guy...

Ebro: ...and now he is a fuckin’ asshole. Naw, I just figured it might work out

and shit and it would be fun. So it happened.

Chris: Is it fun ?

Ebro: Yes.

What are some of the obstacles to being a band with long distance dilem-
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Andy: Everything. Take this week for example.

Ebro: It's weird because it’s like we have months and months of breaks in

between what we do and so far it has worked out pretty good because we have

been able to meet up and record a bunch of songs and practice for a weekend,

but then when it comes together for tours sometimes communication break-

down enters into it because we are all trying to comfmunicate through e-mail and

Andy: ... we have no van and no practice space. Plenty of booze and no where

to drink it. (laughter).

Ebro: Yeah shit like that and the fact that they are Canadian really puts a damper

on the whole band because I keep getting everyone to sing the national anthem

and they don’t even know it. They start with *Oh Canada...” and I'm like “Shut

Up™.

Chris: We have to keep getting into that fight about who invented basketball.

Ebro: Exactly because supposedly Canada did. I never even he i

some country named Canada did it.

Chris: Some state north of
ad:ofa pai

have been lucky so far.

Ebro: We have to spend a lot of money to hook up and do shit and coming from

people who don’t really have much money.

Andy: We don’t have the chance to play local shows to build up some money to

start like a normal band would, So we have no van and we have no practice

space, between those two things we have no gear this week.

Chris: We wing it all the time.

Andy: It’s a barrel of chimps from there,

Okay there must be some good reasons for why you do it.

Andy: Well fuck you wanted the obstacles. The reasons are we all know what

we are doing and so things can go pretty easily. When we are together, we usu-

ally work around the clock. Instead of fucking around and doing it an hour a

week we get together and practice for two days straight like six or seven hours

a day and then play a week of shows and then record. And that works pretty

well. We can be pretty productive. And each of us can write songs so we end up

with a lot of stuff. We are more productive than most bands who are together.

It seems like it because given the amount of time that you have been togeth-

er you have a lot of things coming out.

Andy: Given the amount of records we have available. We have recorded for

three records and none of them are available.

Ebro: We are able to have fun with it. If I wasn’t having fun with it I probably

wouldn’t be doing it. It's fun and it has worked out really well, surprisingly, I

didn’t think it would because I am a cynic, but it has worked out pretty good.

There are problems with obstacles that we have mentioned but I don’t think

they’re enough to stop us because we love hardcore (laughter). | mean as dumb

as that sounds we love doing this and being into it and wanting to do it takes

precedence.

One of the things that I have noticed about the year 2000 is a bit of this

super group phenomenon. It’s really become apparent in hardcore where

you have members from other prolific groups that are from other cities.

Examples of bands like XLIMP WRISTX or THE OATH come to mind.

Chris: Well, that pre-supposes that you meant to do something based on your

collective status, but we knew each other from playing, we liked each other’s

playing style.

Ebro: Yeah, I had better pants than Chris.

Chris: Yeah he had better style.

Ebro: 1 was rocking Nautica and Tommy and he said “Yo, 1 like your style,

Word”.

Chris: He was kicking the phat styles long before they were cool, and we

thought we could work with that.

Andy: It’s not that we had to search far and wide for a roster of members, we

Jjust wound up with them. g

Ebro: I've noticed that a lot of bands are trying to milk that shit and that’s not

what we are trying to do obviously. Yeah we have been in other bands and peo-

ple have used that to advertise records and advertise shows, but that’s not what

we are doing. We had just known each other from these previous bands and we

Jjust did it to have fun. We’re not trying to ride on the coat tails on what we had

done before because I don’t think this band sounds anything like what we had

done with other bands. People can do what they want. If they want to take us as

the x-members of whoever bands - go ahead -but I like what we are writing now

and I think the songs stand on their own.

The first ep was recorded after your second practice.

Chris: ...and it shows.

Where did you record the first ep ?

Chris: Cloud City in Redford, Michigan with Mike Hasty (WALLS OF JERI-

CHO).

Andy: He was the guitar player for EARTHMOVER and so I know him from

that and most of the recording 1 have done has been with him and out of his

practice space. He has a 24-track digital studio. We borrowed their (WOJ) prac-

tice space for the two days proceeding and then set up and let it rip.

Ebro: That was meant more to be kind of like a demo at first or at least that was

my idea behind it.

Andy: Okay, see [ hate this because people are like “the Ruination demo” and

there was no RUINATION demo. We did a quick mix while we were there and

we were going to make tapes of them for the next show and if we decided that

it was good enough we were going to go back and do a good mix and pres '

as a 77, but we fucking slacked and we didn” and'instead we said

the hell with it and we presse
2Ing O




came

10, see " a

luckin® punk

show. but they still gave

us @ cood response: | think that

it was really cool 1o do that even

though | am sure that people are rolling

there eyes at the fact that we were able (o go to

liurope so quick. but we fronted the money. we lost the money
and

Andy: 1Es just like booking a DLY tour of the States. At that point. if

vou are willing to cough up tor the plane tickets then you can do it
Chris: It’s not a measure ol having been really ercat or big. [T you
can gel yoursell there. and don’t care if you lose your shirt, you just
do it

Fbro: ot was a fun tour,

What was the vesponse 2 Did people like...

Lbro: .. people were usually pretty into it

1 wanted to ask you [or record nerd status. how many copies of the
ep were pressed y
Chrisz= In the end. 700, =

What were all the different versions of covers ?

Chris: They were just dillerent shows. They were ity based.

Andy; We'd always arsue about the cover and since every jackass
band from the east coast tours Europe and has a PROJECT X cover.

(Amsterdam) and we

are going to record those n
New York at Don Fury’s

Do you have plans on touring ?

Chris: (starts laughing).

Lihro: Yes, We have a couple of shows

You are playing shows right now.

Andy: We have a show tomorrow in Sherbrooke and a show the next
day in MA_and five shows in January and then recording at the end
of that. 118 2oed to record at the end of strings of shows because it
is the only time that we have enough time to be together and play
often enough to get tight

Andy: [ am gomg (o Japan for my own reasons in May-
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Chris: He's going Lo assasinate the shogunate.
Andy: -and then hopefully after that we will tour like fuckers
through the summer.
I-bro; Woah
Chris: Yeah | was hoping to tour like a cunt and | think these auys
were hoping to tour like fuckers. But we are going to tour a lot in the
summer.
I-bro: Te is going to tour in his own cunting band.
What has the response been to RUINATION? You talked a little
bit about this when 1 asked about Europe, but just in general
what has the response been ?
Ebro: It has been pretty promising: [t hasn't been over-
whelming! Like “Oh my god. they re the buzz
band™ and shit like that. at least not
that 1 know ol You know
maybe we are

LL SThy;
) Retspy Elig Kigs gy

to be. but we're all different people with our own ideas. You know how
frustrating it gets when you play in a band and you are trying to maintain
on behalf of 3 peaple some stance that is totally an individual thing, and
should only ever BE? It fucking bums you eut. | try to avoid that kind of
dogmatic, soap-box shit in writing songs. [t tums people ofl more than it
aets through (o them. At the same time. there's a real resureence of the
opposite extreme lately, towards the apolitical. the apathetic. I'm not about
that at all. I think it’s abusing this medium that people have worked to cre-
ate and maintain. to not be saying anything for fear of being held 1o it or
fear or being wrong. Dogmatism on one side. apathy on the other. Fuck
them both. The songs are just personal, political. alienated. anti-authori-
tarian. pissed ofl punk rock songs. :
Andy: [ think 1t's cool because it is sort of re-attaching. In an ¢flort to be
the most political band or the most right on people ook it to such an
extent. Yon can talk about people being Killed for the sake of environ-
mental devastation'm Nigeria or whatever, but bestdes not buying gas at
Shell what the bloody fuck does that have to do with most peaples lives?
It doesn’t extend beyond boycott politics in this country hecause no
one has set a fuckin® Shell station on
fire

NOT IN LIKE & 09w vouR THROAT, YINOBRELKER
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