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INTRODUCTION

MANUSCRIPT MATERIAL

¥ This manuscript on paper in  Devanigari script be-
longs to the Tirupati Devasthanam and contajns 75 chapters.
The original for this manuscript appears to have contained
frequent omissions but they were filled up by some scribe or
scholar.  The peculiarity of it is that the filled up blanks are
cither wngrammatical or mere suggestions and a few of the
incorporations are against the tenets of Atri,

@ This manuscript was lent to the Institute but the
copy was demanded too soon to take a copy of the whole work
which had 80 chapters. Only the last 11 chapters were
copied as that portion differed in different manuscripts. The
manuscript was then returned.

i This mannseript was lent by Sriman Parthasarathy
Iyengar, Sceretary to the Vaikhdnasa Nilayam, Akulaman-
nadu, Krishna District. T'his is his household manuseript
copled from the original at Kouerirdjapuram, Tanjore Distyict,
This is indeed the best copy of the work and contains several
chapters not found in others but on the other hand certain
chapters found in all other manuscripts are omitted in this,
The text is fairly correct and forms the mainstay of this
edition. The manuscript is in Telugu script on Dbrittle paln
leaf,

¥ This manuseript was obtained by $viman Partha-
siirathy Iyengar for us from a filend of his. “I'his copy was
made in Grantha seript on 4ritdla palm leaf. The letters are
peculiarly ornamental.  The text is fairly correct and repre-
sents a different version containing 81 chapters. “The reading
coineides generally with & and % wanuseripts but there are
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many verses in it not found in them. At the end of the work
there is an extract on yauiyas purported to he from Atri whieh
is perhaps a portion of Bhrgw's work,  “I'his is given in onr
edition ou pp. 470-471, [y the manuseript tlis portion was
copied later by a different hand with a very light incising,
The original to this copy scems to have come fom Kariya.
minikkam village,

< This manuseript belongs to a Vaikhanasa scholar af
Masulipatam and he was kind cnough to lend it throngh (he
influence of $ri Parthasarathy Iyengar who obtained for us
the Mss, Tand 7, T'his manuseript in Telugu characters exe-
cuted on brittle palm leaf is fragmentary and though it extends
to 65 chapters, it las frequent omission of verses and chapters
also. The text is full of faults of every kind. But this manuys-
ciipt has served well in more than g dozen places where gl
the other copies iave lactmae or quite illegible lines,

& This manuscript was purchased for S. V. Q. Institute
ina collection of various works. This is complete in 80
chapters. It is on palm-leaf in Grantha characters without
lacinae but with scribal crrors. The reading generally coiii-
cides with that of 9 manuscript aud completely with @.

# This manuseript is fonnd in Adyar in two volumes,
Each volume was copied from a different original, Generally
both the voltmes represent our % or 4 it it has one chapter
(last one) not found in any of the other manuscripts, Ve
marked it #3249, 9, And in the beginning of the first volume
there is additional matter on Yoga in 6 chapters and the
division of the Universe in one chapter together interceding the
first and second chapters not found in al] other copies. They
are published here as A, Fand W, The siy chapters on
Yoga bear close resemblance to Yoga of Yajiiavalkya and the
text which is very faulty and ful] of omissions has been re-
touched from similar matter in Yogayajiiavalkya.

This publication was begun with entirely different manns-
cript material in 1932 but the press copy had only 61 chapters,
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But the readings from several incomplele copies were given
al the foot of cach page. Ounly 4 forms were printed off. In
Lhie present edition which is on smaller size of paper, readings
are given at the end in one group, Lastly all the technical
terms are added alphabetically, Most of them are defined by
Atri himself in the text and hence only the reference to their
occurance in the chapter and verse is given. It will be scen
that nothing found in any of the manuscripts is inteantionally
omitted. ‘I'he text that is generally approved by the Vaikha-
niasa scholars is preferred, and all differences are shown in the
readings. In giving pratikas of mantras Atri differs from the
preseut day practice and in such cases the text as found iy
ssitrictly adhered to and not the practice.

Iu the work certain forms of words considered ungram-
watical are found and they are retained as they are; for the
Vaikhanasa scholars treat them as arge and allow them in
Cleir sacred lexts. Our thanks are due to Srimin Partha-
sirathy Iyeugar without whose lhelp an edition of this model
would have been impossible,

Au extra chapter numbered as 81 in the Adyar Library
tieats of prayascitta ou the fall of a meteor or any heavenly
body. The heading is J5gag=amia: meaning expiatory rite for
the fall of a tailed star. 'The chapter is full of omissions and
errors and consequently raises a doubt of its authenticity as a
part of Atii's composition, The whole chapter as found is
given under 8TF, 9,

I'he editors acknowledge the assistance given to them in
the collation of different manuscripts and in the reading of
proofs by Sii Sudarfandcharlu and Sri Narasimhatitdchariar
of the College and the Institute respectively,

Below are given comparative headings of 46 to 83 chapters
which differ in subject malter as stated in their colophous in
different copies. 1—45 chapters have almost similar colophons,
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Vi
T'HE CONTENTS OF T11E WORK.

Vaiklidnasa cult has leen chiefly expounded by four
rishis Atri, Marici, Bhiygu and Kadypa, whose works have
not cowpletely survived to our days. DBhypu's temple-ritual
(Prakirpadhikdra) was partly published in ‘I'elugn characters
and Marici's Vimanarcanz was issned by the Devasthanam
and by others. Kadyapa's work in Siitra form (aphorisms) treats
of all Vaikhanasa rites concerning image worship in 108 chap-
ters and is awaiting publication. Atri's treatnent is most ¢labo-
rate and complete and ruus in casy verse over 83 chapters, All
the phases of image worship of minor or major importance
are touched by Atri and the fulness of the treatment that cvery
item receives at his hand attests to its authority and usefulness,
and the omuiscience displayed in it is astonishing. DBut cvery
idea claborated by him is useful iu practice in giving instruc-
tions or directions or in dispelling auy doubts that may arise
in the couduct of worship, There are miuor treatises on
Vaikhidnasa rituals and worship which are not compreliensive,
but as treating of special topics they will be good works of
easy reference for the learned as well as a novice.

The antiquity of the Vaikhdnasa form of temple-worship
strongly asserted by the scholars of that sect may be accepted
by the form it inculcates and by reliable references in Jitera-
ture and epigraphy. Mention of it iu the Vedas, Vedaigas and
Kalpasiitras, and by poels like Vyisa, and Dandin cannot e of
doubtful value; many iuscriptions mention that several temples
in the Ceded Districts where Vaikhanasa form was in vogue
were transformed to Paficaratra model either for the wanl of
good Vaikhanasa descendants or of their purity iu their main-
tevance. The Vaikhanasa cult is mentioned in Bhiraia, Puranas
aud undoubtedly by Dandin in his Avantisundari (650 to 700
A. D) where Grihdrea (household worship) was mentioned
according to Vaikhanasa.' Authority of the Agamas as hose

of Paiicaratra was questioned, and Jayantabhat{a of aliout 840
L gl - A GEAEE: SRR | T 9 fqemafme
Tl ey sawg Wiy sony Reurqdy gy
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A.D. iu his famous drama called Agamadambara, a drama
containing better history than the professed treatise of Kalhana,
maintains authoritativeness for all agamas through the mouth
"of Sahata, a great Nyiya scholar. 7T'herein are mentioned the
Agamas of Bhagavatas which include the Vaikhanasas,'

Iuternal evidence for the antignity of the Vaikhanasa
ritnal is the strong inference {rom the very form of the wor-
sliip it inculcates.  In the days of pure Vedic customs unadul-
terated by the conceptions of the six Darsanas or the develop-
ment of the various religious schools, Agni (fire) was the
chief God and every Braliman was eujoined to perform
brahmayajnia. Agni iu Yigas takes three-fold or five-fold
forin (fretagni or pancagni). All oblations in Agni (five} are
according to Vedic injnnctions accompanied by mantras from
all the Vedas, The author, for that matter gll the four sages,
divide the worship into two general conceptions, visible
(miirta) having a shape or form, invisible (amurta, that which
has no shape). Vedic Agni-worship is amiarta and for the sake
of more imaginative but less psychological persons samiuria
{visible in some formn} was iutrodnced on a later day, ‘I'his
has later on developed into various gvaiaras and other devatas.
Conception of devata in Vedic age seems to have had its origin
from the nature’s forces and phenomena, which were deified,

Conception of a Deity in a particular shape, colonr and
demeanonr has great effect on the mind of a true devotee in

developing a particular rasa or emotion.  This partly acconnts

for the multiplicity of the same Deity in different forms or
colours or attitudes. Amiirta or shapeless worship begun in the
Vedic age in Agni-rites was modified in Sankhiya and finally
merged into Yoga samadli. The five Deities in the Vaikhanasa
form wviz, Visnu, Purnsa, Satya, Acyuta, and Aniruddha
are considered as four Vedas incamating the first Deity Visuu
and therefore represent five Agnis, viz, Garhapatya, Ahava-
niya, Daksindgni, Auviharya and Sabhya, This shows that

1 dAgRn— ad, GRaTaArarsam: s 3 sl
faufarfer: -~
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Vedic Agni.worship has slowly trausformed itself into panca.
miirti adoration. In pratishtha (consecration of Gods) Vasty,
a form of Agni, and in all expiatory ceremonies (prayascitia)
Paundarika are used ; but these two Agnis do not form any
Deitistic principle. Sramanakagni is an oblationary fire
used by persons who have recourse to Vanaprastha Aérama
or life. They are also called Vaikhanasas. Bodhiyana, the
Kalpasiitrakara, refers to érﬁmapakﬁgni as ordained by the
sage Vikhanas, This internal evidence that five agnis deve.
loped into five mirtis may plead for the antiquity of the
Vaikhanasa conception as a gradual psychic change or modifis
cation when Agamas and Purinas rose in importauce.

When ouce the couception of 2 form is suggested, shape,
colour, dress aud other auxiliaries follow at once. It is a
psychic law not fully recognised in the Western science thal
any conception or any utterance of a particular sound gains force
aud becomes power afterwards, if it is conceived or uttered
without any modification by a great number of master minds,
Again it is auother psychic law that when a devotee bows nnto
a God he deposits his spiritual energy in that God which grows
in strength and volume by the increase of the votaries who
borrow as from a Bank the power from tliat God asa boon
when he is in want. These two spiritual phenomena as ration-
ally explained seem to underlie the public image-worship, An
image is a store-house of concentrated energy or in a
modern metaphor it is a bank where deposits are generally
over-drawn. But in all these transactions certain formalities
have to be observed, and similarly worship must be per-
formed according to the holy injunctions of the sages, and
any deviation, even slight departure from formality, makes the
attempt not only fruitless but renders it sometimes harm-
ful. '

Atri's treatise on semiirtarcana (worship of an ido! i.e., God
in certain shape) according to Vaikhinasa conceptions treats
of the subject in six sectious, viz., Karsaya, Pratisthd, Piija,
Snapana, Utsava and Prayadeitta.  T'he first of these, that is,
Karsapa deals with the sclection of the site for the construction
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of a temple, the fortn of its erection, the kiuds of images,
materials to make them, their sculpture or casting as the case
may be and the inaking of the necessary auxiliary Deities.
The second item, Pratistha, elaborates the cousecration of the
main Deity and its auxiliaries (Parivara devatds). ‘I'he third
section, Piiji, is the actual worship done every day and on
special days. The fourth, viz., Snapana, describes Mahabhi-
seka, a special cercmony of the holy bath, quite different
from daily performance of the function. The fifth treats of the
festive processions done yearly, quarterly, on the birthday of
the patron, for future auspices or avoiding any impending evil,’
and finally when great calamities threaten the village or town
as war, epidemic, fire cte. Even the appearance of a metcor
is considered as a harbinger of evil and utsava to God avoids
or tminimises its effect. The last division enumerates all the
faults and errors of commission and omission and prescribes
their expiatory rites. Under each head comes a number of topics
sninor in their treatnent but forming essential auxiliaries.
Arcaka necessarily a Vaikhanasa of pure descent has his func-
tions and his assistants too. Their remuneration and the
nature and guantity of offerings to God and the Arcaka's share,
the duties and rights of the patrous (whether they are kings or
citizens) all come for minor treatment, As the Vaikhanasa
form of worship is essentially Vedie accompanicd by holy
maantras, the pricsts are classified as in Vedic sacrificial ceremo-
nies as Hotd, Adhvaryn, Udgatd etc,, who are present even at
every small fniction because Pratisthd, Suapaua, Utsava, and
Priyadcitta are conducted with the aid of Vedic Agnis.

The Vaikhinasa ritual is based on the fivefold conception
of God Visnu as Vispu, Purusa, Satya, Acyuta and Ani-
ruddha. “These appear to be manifestations of the Divine Being
and His gunas or qualities. Visqu is all-pervading (endless in
space), Purusa is animation or caitanya that makes the life in
living beings. Satya is static cxistence unlimited by time and
hence has no beginning, i.e., not produced. Acyuta is onethat
does 1ot deviate or modify, that is, does not undergo any change
by external influence, Auniruddha is what cannot be reduced,

A—2
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limited or restricted by outside agency. These Divine Powers
exercised by Purusa secem to form the major eutities of the
Vaikhduasa worship, Parivaras also, according to the Vedic
Mythology, are Devatas, The differentiation of the same Deity
in different shapes, dress and colour, is in accordance with the
temperament, nature and aim of the devotce. Men dilfer in
their aims and conceptions in every place. Thus a king of a
heroic spirit and ambition worships Vieamiirti (such as
Kodandarama), of a renonncing temperament Viasudeva, of an
amorous disposition Krisna and so on. That is, the forms suit
-various adhikaris and cause therefore multiplicity. Nirvi-
halpaka conceplion of nirguna-dhyina is not practicable to
common folk who do not attain Atma-samskara and for one
who attains it in the first stage requires no temples and dee-
lares the whole Universe as His abode (s fays @33 i a4
afzar), The next stage is entire merge of atman with the
supreme spirit. To reach such high stages, shapes conceiva-
ble by the limited human senses are devised as the steps for
salvation. Flerve again the conceptions of Rudra, Ganapati,
Kal, ete., have to be slightly considered different in Atri from
the present day ideas of those Gods.

Tn the Karsana section, the most important item even to
a layman appears to be the plan of the temple or vimana. In
Sanskrit in spite of extinetion of larger and greater works on
Silpa, a few larpe ones have swrvived to our days. Maya,
Vidvakarman, Kdsyapa, Mavasira, Agastya are najor contri-
butors ; Vidvakarnman's town architecture, Maya and others on
temples and palaces are worlthy :::f mention and deep study.
Flhere are also minor treatises.  Silpa is an Upaveda and deals
bioadly with prasada (palaces), vimana, {temples), nagara-nir.
mana {town planning) and its kindred science (FAMT=I),
Citra-karma (painting) was expouuded in Brahmiya, Séras-
vativa and Naradiya. Among the survivals minor sections as
in Visnudharmottara and Manasollasa are primers for the
beginners,

Atri merely enumertes 96 forms of Vimanas and divides
them according to their founders, viz., Visun, Brahma, Rudra
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Tudra, Sadi aud Rsis as Sanaka cte.  In the installation of
various Avatara-miirtis option is given iu the choice of the wima-
nas Atri does not mention the use of or define the forms of the
viminas.  1$inadeva in his Paddhati (Vol. TTL . 265) gives 96
stmilar forms alout 30 of which coineide with the names in onr
list. Tédna defines them. Maya in his éi]pa Qastra describes
about ten.  Dapdin mentions 96 when he cxtols the ability of
the architect Lalitdlaya, A few ave described in detail in ST
gagw available in print. These vimanas it is infeired, are
the same for Kings and Gods.  They are called prasidas,
T'here are 8 forms of Royal palaces defined by Somesvara aud
Basava which are different from these 96 though 2 or 3 names,
nalinaka as the first, coincide with those of Atrii Visuu's
teniple is recounnneunded to be in Nalinaka form with al Jeast 3
lalas (storcys) ; many of the Vispu temples in Sonth Tndi
answer to the deseription of many of the 96 vimanas.  Visyu's
temple at Uttaramertir has three talas.

Regarding various images in a tewmple Midavigraha or
Dhruva is the most cssculial one, Snapana for abhiseka
(bath), Kautuka, for all oiferings and Utsava for processions
in festivals, are others that demand some notice.  Dhruvabera
(undisturbed o pernent image} assumes any of the three
postures, T4M standing, =Tad sitting or AW lying. Each of these
wiirtis again is differcntiated into three deportments, Yoga
(sereuc), Dhoga (pleasant or amorous) aund Vira (heroic or
warrior-like) postures. In a vimiua of threc storeys (talas)
all the three postures are represented one in each tala. God
Venkatesa is standing, Rangaunitha at Sritangam is Sayana
(lying); all the three postures are represented in Coujeevaranm
al  Urakam (sitting), DPeralkam (standing),  Vathoktakdri
(dayana).  Dhruvabera may he made in copper, stone, earth
or wood. “LI'he postures are treated at feueth by the anthor in
Cl. 20 (83-87 pp.)

Of the three deportmenis Yoga is not accompanied by
Devis (Goddesses), Vira is with or without consorts. In Bhoga
(sportiul) alone Goddesses are by Lhe side of the God. The
position of the Goddess on the side depends on the posture
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(standing, siting o1 Iymg) of the Cod Bhrgu and Puny
(Markandeya) aie divine worshippers and therefoie aie pieser
m all conditions

Besides Dhiuva image Kautuka 1dol 15 essennal m evet
shune  Kautuka o1 Aica miirts 1« used for all Ascana
(woitslup) Swapana for baths and Utsava lot taling outi
piocessions

Theie s another miiiti (1tnage) ealled Bali made of
metal (one of the sclected five metals) of a shghtly larger siz
than that of Kautuka 7T'his 1s taken out every day 1ound th
central alaya (shirne) at the time of offeting of balt to lokapala
and dvarapalas

Knutul a1s made of piecious stone (tatna) gold silve
copper stonc o1 wood and never of ron lead zimc bronz
o1 biass  Utsava measmes 1/3 4/9 5/9 o! the Dhruy
sise cach succeeding size being better than the previous ome
If Dhruva s standing Kautuka must be so  1f the former
sitting, the latter may assume the siting or standing pose whe
Dhruy v1s in lying posture KKautuha may be sitting or standing
In other respects Kautuka alinost resembles Dhinva 1dol Utsav
(processional) 1deol should not be made of stoue o1 woor
Devis {Goddesses) should 1cach 11 hetght the elbow of the Gox
but should be of some metal (Chapter 24) Suapana Utsav
idols a1c sumilar to atca Kautuka  Atriin the same Chapte
(24) gives rules for making seats and othet auxiliaries wit
thietr piopoifions to Dhruva o1 Kautuka 1mages In th
next chapter casting of 1dols and theiwr fixing after due homs
(oblations) ate enjommed with good details Astabandha pre
cuibes the foimulae tor fixation of stone unages

Chapters 58 to 62 ticat of immages and their woiship
ten mcarnations of Visnu and the foims of Vasudeva and Ad
minntt  The shrine for Gods of Matsya and Kiirma inay t
't a village town sca poit capital, on the bank of
1iver sea coast oun a Imll, w1 a forest o1 1n a shed in front of
mhitary camp, m a temple of the kind of Kumbhakar
Trkita Hastiprstha or Nandydvarta Miila 1dol assumes tl
form of Matsya o1 Kiirma and no Kautuka images for the
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are to he made (for daily piija). Tn this consecration, Abjagni
only is used for pouring oblation, and in the case of Matsya
and Kiirma, Garhapatya is worshipped

Vardha is imaged in three shapes, Adivariha, Pralaya-
varaha and Yajiiavaraha. Details of tlieir images are given
in chapter 58 (319 p.) Sabhyagni is used for oblation in his
consecration. Measurement called Tdasatila is used for the
perspective of the image. Pralayavarilia was occasioned to
suppress the waters in the deluge of the Universe. In Yajiia-
varalia Visnun incarnated to kill Svela Hirapyaksa. Goddess
Tarth may accompany any of the three {forms.

Nysimhia is represented as having come outof a hill or ofa
pillar, The former was to kill Hiranyakasdipn and the lalter
Hiratiya to save Prahlada who stands low before this image.
Processional and Kauluka images are according to main
(miila) Vigraha. Abjagni serves for oblation in Varaha aad
Ahavaniya for Nysimnha consccration.

Incarnation of Trivikrama (Vamana) is exhibited in three
forms, in Vimina called Somacchanda, Dirghasala or Gopu-
rikdra in Dafatila measure. The image of ‘I'rivikrama is
represented with eight or four hauds in dark (4ydma} colour,
with the divine implements. Page 326 gives other details.
Auvahirya is the fire for the cousecration,

Paradurima is installed in  Malakara or Anganakrti
vimnia in dadatdla measure in red colour, diessed in dark
cloth in standing or sitting posture Kautvka is to suit the
main image. Anvdhiryais the fire used at the time of in-
stallation.

Rima is represented in 84 tila-measure with two hands,
Sita standing on the right side with a lotus in the left hand,
while Laksmana with a bow and arrow is placed on the left.
Hanumat is between the two thighs of Rama looking at him
with marked obeisance. Daksinagni is the kind of fire used
during consecration. It is represented in three postures, stand-
ing, sitting or lying. sita, Il.aksmapa, and Hanumat
undergo changes in their forms according to that of Rama.
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Balariima is installed in Somaechauda or Hastipystha-
vimana in dasa-tala measure, with two hands, with or without
weapons excepting the plongh. Revati sits on the left thigh.
Ahavaniya is the sacred fire in this incaruation. Krsna is con-
secrated in Kumbhikdra or Gopuriakrti vimina in nine-tila
weasure with two hands with Rulkmini on the right side,
Bhildevi and Gariida are also present.

Kysna as Navanpita-nata or killing Kaliva before Gopis,
or Parthasdrathi assumes any of the threc forms.

Atri dilates upon these three forms with details. Paunda-
rika fire is used as an option.

Kalki is exhibited as a warrior killing enemies (raksasas).
Panndarika fire is used for oblation.

Forms of these avataras differ in other dgamas. Those
available in the oldest of Indian temples follow this text aud
installation of all ten avataras in one temple as in ér’unugam
became a common custom later on.  T'hese avatiras represcut
the evolution of the Universe and of man. ‘T'he first nine
avatiras indicate tamas, rajas and satva qualities in their
developinent and transformation from one to auother, the first
three being famas, the next three from tamas to rajas and the
next oues from rajas to sattva.

Vasudeva takes tlwo forms, divine and human, Humau
Vasudeva has two hands with Rukmini on the right side with
a lotus in the left hand, white but dark-clad Balabhadra with
musala (pestle) and plonglh as his weapons, seated on the right,
Pradynmua on bis right, while Aniruddha and Samba take the
left side. This image has to be installed in Dirghasdala vimana.

Divine Vasundeva has fonr anms installed in Somacchanda
or Bralimavytta vimana. The right hand bears abhaya posture
while the left rests on the hip, and he is clad in red garmeut.
It is made in ten-tdla measure. Sridevi and Bhiidevi stand on
either side, and Balabhadra and others with or without divine
arms with their consorts are also represented, Sabhya for
Visyu, Ahavaniya for Garuda and Paundarika for Braluna are
the fires to be nused for the homa in consecration.
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Aduniirti1s described by Atiafter VAsudeva m chapte
62 Visnu  scated on Se a (seipent King)  Kumbhikar
Tukiita or Nandyavaita 1s selected as the Vimana for th
minti Visnn  assumes ied colonr  Auanta las seven ¢
five hoods and 1s 1n thice coils on which Visuu 1s seated  wit
his 11ight hand iesting on the body of Ananta wiile the le
hand well spiend 1ests on the bent thigh  Bhigu and Maiha
deya a1e the woishuppers  Tlus 1s Visnns Yopasana 1
s sukhasana he 1s seated on Sunhasana with 811 and Bln
devis  Naiastmha and Vaiaha e also worsluppers  Tn tl
above two postuies Sabhyagm 1s used for the homa

Visnn s shime cannot contain more than seven stoiey
Heie the significance of agnis (saciificial fites) has beeun pointe
out el they indicate the natuie  of couception of each Ge
(idol} and deternunes the divine 1esponse to the lunn

devotion

The iest of the wml deals with expiatory 11tes, except tl
chanter on Stiryakalpa whetem the consliuction 1 consect
tion of the CYod Siiiya (sun) are given with some detalls [
claboration of many topies excites om mietest A carel
study of the worlhk amphihes owm knowledge of the 1ehaton
stiatuin of ot society

PMRUPALI
M Ramanrisuna Kavi
January 1943
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