


From atom to molecule, from molecule to nebulous mass, from that to principal 

star, from star to sun, from sun to planet, and hence to satellite, we have the whole 

series of transformations undergone by the heavenly bodies during the first days of 

the world. The moon, by her comparative proximity, and the constantly varying 

appearances produced by her several phases, has always occupied a considerable share 

of the attention of the inhabitants of the earth.
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Some well-intentioned, but rather obstinate persons, could not at first 

comprehend how, if the moon displays invariably the same face to the 

earth during her revolution, she can describe one turn round herself.  To 

such they answered, “Go into your dining-room, and walk round the table in 

such a way as to always keep your face turned toward the center; by the time you 

will have achieved one complete round you will have completed one turn around yourself, 

since your eye will have traversed successively every point of the room.  Well, then, the room is 

the heavens, the table is the earth, and the moon is yourself.” And they would go away delighted.

The firmament, with its infinitude of stars, may be considered as one vast dial-

plate, upon which the moon travels, indicating the true time to all the inhabitants 

of the earth; that it is during this movement that the Queen of Night exhibits her 

different phases; that the moon is full when she is in opposition with the sun, that 

is when the three bodies are on the same straight line, the earth occupying the 

center; that she is new when she is in conjunction with the sun, that is, when she 

is between it and the earth; and, lastly that she is in her first or last quarter, when 

she makes with the sun and the earth an angle of which she herself occupies the apex.
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Text excerpt: From the Earth to the Moon by Jules Verne, 1872 
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